
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

New year. New owner. Same com-
mitment.

On Jan. 1, Kevin Zadina of Seward 
officially became the owner of the 
Seward Independent group, five news-
papers in Seward and Saline counties. 
Although the ownership has changed, 
the papers’ commitment to local infor-
mation has not.

“We will still bring local news 
– city council, school board, local 
features – you will not get any other 
place in the state,” Zadina said.

Zadina came to Seward from 
Beatrice in 2004. This was the sixth 
stop in his newspaper career, which 
started at Hastings.

He said he’s always wanted to own 
newspapers, but the timing was right 
now.

“This is a good group, and that 
makes the purchase better,” he said.

The group includes the papers in 
Seward, Milford, Crete, Wilber and 
Friend.

“All our papers have a unique posi-
tion in their town, their community, 
their area,” Zadina said. “We need to 
stay focused on what’s important to 
them.”

All the communities have civic 
pride, and Zadina said the staff will 
keep working to make the newspapers 
strong.

“We are as strong as our commu-
nities, and I feel good about that,” he 
said.

He said having the community be a 
part of the paper is important and en-
couraged people to let the staff know 

about upcoming events and submit 
information and photos if possible.

Zadina bought the papers from En-
terprise Publishing in Blair, a compa-
ny owned by Mark Rhoades. Rhoades 
bought the Seward paper from Alan 
Kremer in 1990 and later bought the 
papers in Milford, Friend, Wilber and 
Crete.

Rhoades said he felt now was a good 
time to sell because he’s ready to slow 
down.

“Working with Kevin so many 
years made the decision easier,” he 
said. “I know it’s in good hands. He 
has the same belief in newspapers.”

Rhoades has been in the newspaper 
business all his life. His son, Chris, is 
the sixth generation of Rhoadeses to 
be in newspapers.

Rhoades said there were a couple 
other newspapers available when he 
bought Seward.

“We made the right pick,” he said.

Although he won’t necessarily miss 
the road trips from Blair, he said he’ll 
remember the people in the area he 
worked with and the big news stories 
each paper covered.

When Rhoades started in the busi-
ness, pages were laid out using the cut 
and paste method – cutting out each 
section of text or photo and pasting 
them on pages. Those pages were 
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by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

While the Omicron variant 
has not made its way into the 
Four Corners Health Depart-
ment, officials are just waiting.

Laura McDougall, executive 
director of Four Corners, said 
Dec. 30 the district’s COVID-19 
case numbers, including the Del-
ta variant, are holding steady.

The new quarantine and 
isolation guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention will change how long 
people have to be separated from 
others after testing positive for 
the virus.

Instead of 10 days to isolate 
after exposure, people must 
quarantine for five days. After 
that, if the person doesn’t show 
any symptoms, they can go out 
but wear a mask for the next five 
days.

“Businesses can have workers 

back,” McDougall said.
If a person is fully vaccinated 

and has gotten a booster or is 
within six months of vaccination, 
they should wear a mask for the 
next 10 days with a test after five, 
McDougall said.

If they are not vaccinated or 
have not gotten a booster, they 
should quarantine for five days 
and then be tested, she said.

“They’re trying to make sure 
people can get back to work soon-
er,” she said. “We need workers 
at work and kids in school.”

McDougall said officials are 
seeing a decrease in the Delta 
variant in the Four Corners dis-
trict. However, she expects to see 
Omicron numbers rise.

“We are hearing it’s milder,” 
she said, “more like the flu or a 
cold. But it’s more contagious.”

She said the district is start-
ing to see cases of influenza A. 
That could lead to a decrease in 

healthcare workers and increase 
in people seeking care for the flu, 
covid and chronic illnesses.

“We’re worried about a perfect 
storm,” she said.

She said hospitals are hoping 
that doesn’t happen, but they’re 
already running into difficul-
ties when they need to transfer 
patients who need more care.

Memorial Health Care Sys-
tems in Seward generally trans-
fers its patients to hospitals in 
Lincoln and Omaha, but they are 
all full, McDougall said.

She recommended that people 
do what they can to avoid or limit 
potential exposure to the virus 
and its variants.

Although officials are con-
cerned for the near future, Mc-
Dougall said there is still much 
to celebrate.

“We did a lot of vaccinations 
and tests last year,” she said. 
“We’ve all worked really hard.”

District waits for variant to come

New owner takes charge of newspaper

STEPHANIE CROSTON

Kevin Zadina, left, purchased the Seward Independent Group from Mark Rhoades of Enterprise Publishing in Blair. The group includes 
the Seward County Independent, Milford Times, Crete News, Wilber Republican and Friend Sentinel.

by Meaghan Stout
design@sewardindependent.com

The holidays are 
wrapping up and it’s 
time to take down the 
decorations. 

If you had a holiday 
tree this year, you can 
take it to the Seward 
Recycling Center at 340 
S. Seventh St.

“Trees can be taken 
to our recycling center 
and put by the card-
board building,” Street/

Transportation and Re-
cycling Superintendent 
Bob Miers said.

Otherwise, residents 
will have to work with 
their refuse hauler to 
dispose of their trees.

As for leftover string 
lights, if residents do 
not intend to keep them, 
they can recycle them in 
Lincoln.

Pat Coldiron at Liber-
ty House Bed and Break-
fast in Seward attempted 

to collect and resell 
string lights in Seward 
in the past but with little 
success. Coldiron said 
she couldn’t find anyone 
to buy the used lights. 
Despite the initial fail-
ure, Coldiron said she 
would love to restart the 
effort if she could find a 
way to make it work.

To recycle string 
lights, people will have 
to go to Lincoln and lo-
cate a collection box for 

the ninth annual Green 
Holidays program. Peo-
ple can take their lights 
to multiple locations 
throughout Lincoln, 
including; Eastridge El-
ementary School at 6245 
L St. in the parking lot 
on the southwest side of 
the building where there 
is a collection container, 
the Lincoln Children’s 
Zoo overflow parking lot 
on 27th and A streets or 
to any Lincoln Fire and 

Rescue Station.
The money raised 

from the light donations 
will be split up and dis-
tributed between multi-
ple programs. Eastridge 
Elementary PTO will 
receive 50% of all money 
raised, Lincoln Firefight-
ers’ “Operation Warm” 
will receive 25% and the 
Science Focus Program 
will receive 25%.

The program in Lin-
coln accepts string lights 

in working or non-work-
ing condition as well as 
extension cords and insu-
lated wire. Wreaths with 
holiday lights and garland 
lights can only be taken to 
the boxes near the collec-
tion bin at the Eastridge 
Elementary site.

For more information 
on recycling holiday 
lights in Lincoln, go to 
http://scrapcentralrecy-
cling.com/light-drive.
html

Reduce, reuse, recycle your holiday decorations

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward County youth learned about space exploration in 
this year’s annual 4-H STEM Challenge on Dec. 28. Shown 
are, from left, CJ Meinberg and University of Nebraska 
student Laura Perez-Villagomez (right) See more on 3.

4-H hosts annual 
STEM Challenge

(continued on 3)
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Milford moving to next steps 
in downtown revitalization
by Keaton Burgess
reporter@sewardindependent.com

The city of Milford is 
in the process of finish-
ing up a public survey 
to see what projects and 
new things they should 
focus on for the revital-
ization of First Street.

The survey started 
almost a year ago, when 
Mayor Patrick Kelly 
posted ideas on his 
Facebook page and went 
door to door to ask for 
the public’s opinion on 
the project.

Kelly said he received 
a multitude of ideas 
when asking for opin-
ions.

“At that time, I was 
suggesting a new splash 
pad and a park renova-
tion,” Kelly said. “We 
received a lot of really 
good feedback about 
those projects and 
the people of Milford 

seemed to be on board.”
With all of the pos-

itive feedback Kelly 
received, the town of 
Milford was able to do 
some fundraising for 
the projects.

“Along with the fund-
raising, we will be able 
to use some betterment 
funds for the project as 
well,” Kelly said. 

Having the splash 
pad and renovated park 
will bring more op-
tions for the kids in the 
warmer months.

Kelly believes these 
projects will benefit one 
business in particular.

“The new splash pad 
and renovated park will 
be a great option for the 
Little Leaps daycare,” 
Kelly said. “They were 
on board for the idea 
and now they’ve donat-
ed to the project. We 
really want to thank 
them for that.”

Along with the splash 
pad and park renova-
tions, Milford has been 
getting other revital-
ization ideas from the 
public through an open 
house and a public 
survey.

Milford City Clerk 
Jeanne Hoggins said 
the survey is getting 
responses.

“It’s out on our City of 
Milford Facebook page 
for anyone to take,” 
Hoggins said. “The open 
house was more for 
broad ideas, and we’re 
hoping the survey will 
bring in more specific 
ideas from the public.”

Hoggins said once 
results of the survey 
have been taken and 
put together, the advi-
sory board will meet 
with the city council to 

review the results.
“The advisory board 

is made up of individu-
als around the commu-
nity,” Hoggins said.  
 “The board will come 
to the city council and 
present and propose 
ideas according to what 
the results are show-
ing.”

Although the survey 
and public input are 
almost over, the project 
is just getting started.

“This is just a plan-
ning stage right now,” 
Hoggins said. “The next 
step is to apply for a 
grant for the project and 
hope to be awarded for 
it.”

Anyone interested in 
taking the survey can 
find it on the City of 
Milford, NE Facebook 
page.

Truck driver shortage discussed at Rotary
by Keaton Burgess
reporter@sewardindependent.com

The trucking indus-
try has gone through 
some changes recent-
ly, thanks in part to 
Covid-19. 

Erich Helge of 
Seward Motor Freight 
spoke to the Seward 
Rotary about the his-
tory of Seward Motor 
Freight and about the 
issues that truck driv-
ers around the country 
have had.

In the past few years, 
there has been a huge 
truck driver shortage. 
The trucking industry 
is currently 80,000 driv-
ers short in the United 
States. It’s projected 
that by the year 2026, 
the shortage will be up 
to 170,000 drivers, he 
said.

Helge said this short-
age is due to changes 
that have happened over 
the years.

Some of the new 
regulations have forced 
companies to miss out 
on a lot of product due 
to accidents. One of the 
new regulations forced 
one trucker to have to 
dump a large amount of 
cat and dog food after 
the truck crashed.

“We had to take all of 
it to the dump,” Helge 
said. “The new regula-
tions are now forcing us 
to do that because of the 

liability that could fall 
on us shippers.”

Other new regula-
tions and rules are also 
hurting the trucking 
industry. Recently, 
Helge said, each driver 
had to have a transpor-
tation worker ID card or 
TWIC. 

The TWICs ended up 
being an inconvenient 
thing to get for most 
truck drivers to get.

“For many years, 
our drivers had to go 
to Kansas City to get 
a TWIC card,” Helge 
said. “But it wasn’t at a 
truck stop. It was on the 
13th floor of an office 
building in downtown 
Kansas City. It was 
difficult to find places 
for our truckers to park 
their truck and fill out 
the form.”

Other issues that are 
hurting the truck driver 

numbers in the United 
States are marijua-
na, cyber attacks and 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Helge said new rules 
with marijuana affected 
employment.

“We do random drug 
testing with 50% of all 
of our drivers because 
it’s a federal law,” Helge 
said. “When you have 
states like Colorado that 
are legalizing marijua-
na, these guys are smok-
ing on the weekends 
and then coming in on 
Monday and getting 
drug tested. So we lose a 
lot from that.”

Cyber attacks can set 
a company back for a 
long time.

Helge said an attack 
in March of 2021 hit 
Seward Motor Freight.

“It was really bad, it 
killed us,” Helge said. “I 
don’t care if you think 

you have the best IT per-
son in the world, these 
people are good.”

COVID-19 vaccina-
tions have also been a 
big issue with drivers 
and where they are 
allowed to go if they are 
not vaccinated.

Helge said that cer-
tain places are forcing 
drivers to be vaccinated 
if they want to enter.

“Forty percent of 
all over-the-road truck 
drivers are vaccinat-
ed,” Helge said. “There 
are guys who just don’t 
want to get vaccinated. 
Next month, anybody 
who is going up into 
Canada is going to need 
to be vaccinated.”

Helge said other 
issues like age difficul-
ties, staged accidents 
and lack of truck parts 
are impacting the in-
dustry.

CONFLUENCE

Pictured is Confluence’s newest early base map for the downtown revitalization project in Milford. The project is based 
upon the public input in a survey and an open house.

KEATON BURGESS

Seward Motor Freight, like many other places in the country, are experiencing a truck 
driver shortage due to many different issues.

KEATON BURGESS

Erich Helge of Seward Motor Freight spoke to the Seward 
Rotary about the truck driver shortage many companies 
around the country are experiencing.
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Multispecies lottery permit 
accepting applications

Hunters can apply for 
the chance to win the 
hunting opportunity of 
a lifetime. 

Applications for 
multispecies Super 
Tag and Combo lottery 
permits will be accepted 
by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission 
beginning Jan. 2.

The Super Tag lottery 
permit will be valid for 
one elk of either sex, one 
antelope of either sex, 
one deer of either sex 
and two turkeys. One 
permit will be autho-
rized for residents only, 
and one permit will be 
authorized for resi-
dents/nonresidents. 

Persons may apply 
for the residents-only 
permit once per year for 

$25. Persons may apply 
for the resident/nonres-
ident permit multiple 
times for $10 per appli-
cation.

The Combo permit 
will be valid for one an-
telope of either sex, one 
deer of either sex and 
two turkeys. 

One permit will be 
authorized for residents 
only, and one permit 
will be authorized for 
nonresidents only. 
Qualifying persons may 
apply multiple times for 
$10 per application.

Winners will be noti-
fied in fall 2022. These 
multispecies lottery 
permits will be valid in 
2022 and 2023 in open 
seasons.



by Hanna Christensen
Seward County Independent

Seward County youth learned 
about space exploration through the 
lens of Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math in this year’s annu-
al 4-H STEM Challenge on Dec. 28.

National 4-H releases a different 
STEM Challenge kit each year with 
the goal to get kids interested in 
STEM. This year, the theme was Ga-
lactic Quest, and youth learned about 
cybersecurity and cracking codes, 
telescopes and robots.

Two honors students from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lau-
ra Perez-Villagomez of Omaha and 
Lauren Wurdeman, partnered with 
4-H and were trained to lead kids in 
the Galactic Quest program, said 4-H 
extension assistant Rebecca McKay. 
They have been traveling to counties 
across Nebraska to lead the events 
over winter break.

“It gave the UNL honors students 
a chance to get involved with youth 
across the state, and it gave the youth 
an opportunity to come in and learn 
about the all-important STEM cur-
riculum that we are trying to push 
in schools as educators ourselves,” 
McKay said.

The Galactic Quest kit included 
four activities: Astro Adventure, Stel-
lar Optics, Cosmic Claw and Cyber 

Satellite. Together, they are designed 
to get kids to use STEM while learn-
ing about the history of humans in 
space, the resources and technology 
needed for missions and the obstacles 
humans face in orbit.

4-H extension assistant Cindy 
Wolverton said the group’s favorite 
activity was the Cosmic Claw, in 
which kids built a mechanical arm 
that works to harvest crops in space. 
They used materials such as tongue 
depressors, plastic spoons and rubber 
bands to design their claw, then had 
a contest to see whose claw could pick 
up the most pom poms in 30 seconds.

The kids also watched a video of an 
astronaut that took them through a 
day at the space station and enhanced 
their understanding of problem 
solving in space. Wolverton said the 
lack of gravity and sunlight in space 
presents unique problems, and kids 
practiced using STEM to solve them.

The event was held at the Seward 
County Extension Office and was 
open to youth regardless of whether 
they are in 4-H. 

Wolverton said 4-H hosts similar 
events throughout the year and en-
courages students to watch for fliers 
from their schools about upcoming 
programs.

“We’re always trying to find new 
opportunities to provide in order to 
promote careers and learning op-
portunities within their growth and 
learning,” she said.

Tabitha, Nebraska’s industry-leading 
senior care provider, offers a variety 
of support groups throughout Seward, 
Saline, York, Butler, Polk, Fillmore and 
surrounding counties.

Helpful for many people processing 
their grief, grief groups give participants 
the opportunity to connect with others 
who are experiencing kindred feelings 
of loss. Tabitha offers multiple support 
groups online:

• Grieving Gracefully Book Club 
discusses faith-based books. The support 
group will begin the new year discussing 
C.S. Lewis’ “A Grief Observed” on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of each month 
starting Jan. 11.

• Hope Book Club delves into inspira-
tional books that exemplify others grow-
ing through grief. This club will start the 
year reading “Bearing the Unbearable: 

Love, Loss, and the Heartbreaking Path 
of Grief” by Joan Cacciatore, meeting 
bi-weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m., begin-
ning Jan. 6.

• Growing through Grief is a six-week 
educational support group that provides 
its members with skills for coping with 
the complexity of loss while giving partic-
ipants the chance to share their experi-
ences with others. Opportunity to be done 
online, or in person, given interest. This 
event has yet to be scheduled until initial 
interest is noted.

If you are interested in enrolling in a 
grief group, contact a bereavement coordi-
nator. Participation is free, register online 
at Tabitha.org/Hospice/Bereavement or 
call (402) 486-8506.

Tabitha also offers in-person grief 
support groups. Because of Covid-19, mask 
and social distancing rules may apply.

• Grief Support Group (Seward) is 
open to anyone in the community and 
surrounding area experiencing loss or 
needing support, held the second Tuesday 
of each month, Jan. 11 and Feb. 8, 5 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 1014 N. 
Sixth St. Call to register at (402) 362-7739.

Additionally, Tabitha is offering on-
line hospice volunteer training. Hospice 
volunteering is a rewarding opportunity 
that provides companionship, pet therapy, 
bereavement support, respite care, office 
and clerical support while providing 
comfort and joy to Tabitha clients and 
families.

For questions or to learn more, contact 
Susan Stearns, Tabitha Hospice volunteer 
coordinator, at (402) 484-9983 or email 
Susan.Stearns@Tabitha.org.
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then driven to the press, 
where they were photo-
graphed, the negatives 
burned onto metal plates 
which were then put on 
the press. Electronic 
transfer was a big step, 
Rhoades said.

Down the road, Zadi-
na said, readers will see 
changes in the five pa-
pers and improvements 
to the websites and daily 
update.

“We have to adapt and 
move with what’s going 
on,” he said.

He’s looking forward 
to spending more time 
in the two counties’ 
towns, taking time to 
learn what’s important 
to the residents.

One of the challenges 
the newspapers face, he 
said, is finding people 
who want to work for a 
newspaper and who have 
the skills to increase 
and improve the papers’ 
social media presence.

Simply finding and 
hiring people is a chal-
lenge for small business 

owners across the board, 
Zadina said.

“At times we’ve been 
as short as two reporters 
for five papers,” he said. 
“We’re finally getting 
people back in the news-
room.”

Rhoades said the 
papers have an outstand-
ing staff.

“Without staff, we 
have no paper,” he said.

Rhoades said the 
online opportunities are 
posing challenges for 
small newspapers, but 
he said the bigger threat 
is “if people quit caring 
about their community.”

While Rhoades has 
sold the papers, he still 
owns the building in 
downtown Seward that 
houses the Independent.

Zadina has filled most 
roles in the newspaper. 
He has been a salesper-
son, a sports reporter 
and publisher. Now, he is 
an owner.

“I bought them be-
cause I believe in papers 
and am committed to be 
here to continue to tell 
your stories,” he said.

New owner 
(continued from 1)

Tabitha offers support groups to Seward County MOVIE LISTINGS
Rivoli Theatre

Jan. 7–13

533 Main • Seward
402-643-6195 

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri: 4–8 p.m. • Sat 6–8 p.m.

rivoliseward.com

Fri–Thurs: 6:30 p.m.
Matinee Sat & Sun: 3:30 p.m.

Spider-Man:
No Way Home

PG-13
148 

mins.

Sing 2 PG

Fri–Thurs: 7 p.m.
Matinee Sat & Sun: 4 p.m.

from your friends at Rivoli Theatre!

New Films Coming in January

JANUARY 6
Mid-Week Movie at SML
 Seward Memorial Library will host a Mid-Week Movie 
on Thursday, Jan. 6, at 1 p.m. Come and watch a recently 
released DVD on the big screen in the lower level confer-
ence room. For specific titles and questions, call the library 
at (402) 643-3318.

JANUARY 12
GFWC Seward Woman’s Club 
to meet
 January is officially Canine Month and the GFWC 
Seward Woman’s Club’s annual meeting program will 
feature the Seward Comfort Dog Nikko and his trainer 
Randy Newsome. The first meeting of the new year will be 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, and begin at 1:30 p.m. at the Seward 
Civic Center in the club’s meeting room (the west fireplace 
room), at 616 Bradford Ave. in Seward. A brief business 
meeting, reports and “New Year” dessert will follow the 
program. The club welcomes new members. Guests and 
new potential members are welcome to attend. For more 
information on the meeting, contact the GFWC Seward 
Woman’s Club President Joanna Treas at joannatreas@
gmail.com.

JANUARY 19
Diabetic Support Group plans 
quarterly meeting
 The quarterly support group meeting for diabetics 
and their family members will be Wednesday, Jan. 19, 
at noon at the Memorial Hospital meeting room A. The 
presentation will be “Diabetes and the Low Carb Diet” by 
Sarah Hanson, director of nutritional services. A light lunch 
will be provided. RSVP by Jan. 14 by calling (402) 646-4667. 
Note: Enter through the hospital front doors and take the 
elevator or stairs by the specialty clinic to the third floor 
meeting room.

Mid-Week Movie at SML
 Seward Memorial Library will host a Mid-Week Movie 
on Wednesday, Jan. 19, at 1 p.m. Come and watch a 
recently released DVD on the big screen in the lower level 
conference room. For specific titles and questions, call the 
library at (402) 643-3318.

JANUARY 20 
Seward Good Life Car Club 
to plan events
 Seward Good Life Car Club meets at the Cafe on the 
Square to begin planning for spring and summer events. 
Menu available for those who care to eat. For more infor-
mation, see sewardgoodlifecar.club.

JANUARY 21
Registration open 
for St John Trivia Night
 Registration is open for the 12th annual St. John PTL 
Trivia Night for Friday Jan 21, 2022. Ag Pavilion doors open 
at 5:45pm. Teams answer 10 rounds of 10 questions. Bring 
your own snacks, wear costumes, cash bar available. Team 
of eight players is $200. Registration is open at http://
tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia2022 . Send questions to stjohntriv-
ia@gmail.com or call Michelle Meyer at (402) 219-3008.

ONGOING
COVID-19 vaccinations 
are available
 COVID-19 vaccinations are available by appointment 
at the Seward Family Medical Center. Moderna first and 
second dose or booster vaccinations are available to those 
18 years or older. Pfizer first and second dose vaccinations 
are available to those 5 and older and boosters for those 
18 and older. Appointments are required. Call the Seward 
Family Medical Center at (402) 643-4800 to schedule an 
appointment.

WEEKDAYS
Flu shots are available 
 Flu shots can be obtained from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Family Medical Centers of Milford, Seward and Utica. 
No appointment is necessary. Walk-in Monday – Friday from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at any of the three clinics.

SECOND TUESDAYS
Grief support group meets
 Tabitha hosts a grief support group the second 
Tuesday of every month from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Seward. To register, call Tabitha at (402) 
362-7739.

THIRD TUESDAYS
Alzheimer’s group to meet
 The local Alzheimer’s Care Givers Support Group will 
meet at Kinship Pointe the third Tuesday of every month. 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. If you are interested in attending, 
contact Rosie Beck by email at beckrmb@gmail.com.

THIRD THURSDAYS
Good Life Car Club to meet
 Seward Good Life Car Club meets at the Cafe on the 
Square at 6 p.m. the third Thursday of the month. For more 
information, see sewardgoodlifecar.club

THURSDAYS
Family history questions? 
Society can help
 Researching your family in or outside of Seward Coun-
ty? Looking for photographs or maps? Needing some tips 
on finding relatives or locating that certain piece of land? 
Want help understanding wills and probates? The Seward 
County Genealogical Society meets every Thursday from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. downstairs at the Civic Center to assist 
researchers and work on data bases to make researching 
easier.

TOPS meets weekly
 Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a nonprofit weight manage-
ment organization, meets every Thursday in the Audio-Vi-
sual Room at the Seward Civic Center. Weigh-in starts at 
11:15 a.m., with meetings from noon to 12:30 p.m. The first 
meeting is free. Masks are worn and social distancing is 
practiced.

Senior Center offers resistance 
band classes
 The Seward Senior Center will be offering resistance 
band classes on Thursdays at 9 a.m. starting Jan. 6, 2022.

HAPPENINGS

4-H: The final frontier
Quest allows youngsters 
to try space work

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward County 
youth learn about 
space exploration 
during the 4-H 
STEM Challenge on 
Dec. 28. The theme 
was Galactic Ques. 
The Galactic Quest 
kit included four 
activities: Astro 
Adventure, Stellar 
Optics, Cosmic 
Claw and Cyber 
Satellite. Katelin 
Schulte, left, and 
Kennedy Mainberg 
show the projects 
they worked on.
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Spend time wisely in 2022
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Time is a strange construct.
While we know there are 365 

days in a year, 
seven in a week, 
24 hours in a day 
and 60 minutes in 
an hour, it doesn’t 
move in a consis-
tent manner.

Yes, each sec-
ond lasts as long 
as every other 
second, but they 
don’t always feel 
the same.

We say it feels 
like time has passed slowly or 
quickly. We say “that day flew 
by” or “that was the longest day 
ever.”

Time seems to go more quick-
ly when we’re enjoying ourselves 
– on vacation, spending time 
with people we like or doing 
something we find fun. It drags 
by when we’re bored, dreading 
an event or sitting through class. 

Maybe that last one was just me.
Anyway, we tend to have 

time on our minds a little more 
at the beginning of a new year. 
We set goals like spending more 
time with family or working on 
a favorite hobby or bettering 
ourselves somehow.

I wonder if one of our goals 
should be a better awareness 
of how we spend our time. It’s 
interesting that the term spend, 
usually connected with money, 
is also associated with time. We 
have a finite amount, and we 
don’t even know how much.  
 Of course, we don’t want to 
waste time, even though we’re 
all pretty good at that.

Unlike money, though, we 
can’t save time. We can’t put it 
in a bank and collect interest to 
extend the time we’re allotted. 
Each day has 1,440 minutes, and 
once a minute is lived through, 
it’s gone. We can’t go back and 
redo it.

There are many minutes 
we’d love to go back and live 
over, aren’t there? I can think of 

hundreds in my own life – times 
I said something I regretted, 
did something I shouldn’t have, 
didn’t do something I should 
have – the list goes on.

But I can’t go back. I can take 
what I learned from those min-
utes and try not to mis-spend 
future minutes.

The challenge becomes not 
reliving those past minutes and 
dwelling on the mistakes or 
successes we’ve already lived 
through. It’s fun to remember 
winning an award or delivering 
a brilliant oration or finding 
success in a sporting arena. The 
failures are not as much fun to 
recall.

Time goes one direction – for-
ward. And we’ve advanced into 
2022. We can look back at 2021 
(and previous years) to learn 
from them. We can’t change 
them. We can’t redo them. We 
can take what happened and 
build on it, working to make the 
future better than the past.

Maybe that’s the best goal of 
all.

If this were 
a movie ...
by Meaghan Stout
design@sewardindependent.com

New Year’s Eve, for 
many people in their 
20s, comes 
with a lot 
of expecta-
tions. 

I’m 
sure we’ve 
all seen 
a few 
movies 
or shows 
that por-
tray New 
Year’s Eve 
as this big 
important night for par-
tying or romance and 
sometimes we expect 
our night to be the same 
way.

For me, I expected to 
have the “best night of 
my life” with my friend 
in Lincoln. I spent the 
day picking out the “per-
fect” outfit, changing at 
least 12 times. 

Most of the day, I text-
ed with my friend about 
if I should wear jeans or 
a skirt while she debat-
ed which shoes to wear.

Our plan was to drive 
out to Crete to see a few 
people at the bar we 
both work at and then 
head out to Lincoln 
around 10 p.m. 

As per usual, we 
spent too much time 
choosing outfits and 
got to Crete late. No big 
deal, we could just say 
hello to everyone quick-
ly and be on our way. 

Except my friend de-
cided to go see someone 
in town before we left. 
She said she would come 
back soon and then we 
could head to the bars. 

Instead of coming 
back for me, though, she 
went to Lincoln without 
me. I checked my phone 
to find out she had gone 
with someone else.

Most people that 
know me don’t expect 
me to be so easily hurt, 
but it felt like I was all 
alone in the world. My 
first day of the new year 
hadn’t even started, but 
I was already crushed. 

Maybe it wasn’t a big 
deal, maybe I should 
have just driven to 
meet up with them, but 
my expectations had 
been so high. Now it 
was too late to have my 

“perfect” night. It had 
already been tainted.

I spent my New Year’s 
Eve in Crete with people 
I know and care about, 
but the whole time I just 
felt sad. 

It wasn’t what I had 
planned. It wasn’t the 
night of partying and 
dancing I had imagined. 
It was just like every 
other night.

I don’t normally 
like to go to bars in 
downtown Lincoln. I’ve 
always preferred dive 
bars where everyone 
knows each other, but I 
couldn’t stop thinking 
about how to create the 
perfect night out. 

I wanted the girls’ 
night out that I see in 
movies. My expectations 
weren’t based on reality; 
they were unattainable.

I thought that maybe 
I was missing out on 
something if I didn’t go 
to a crowded bar with 
sticky floors and people 
shoving each other to 
get through. 

I let myself get 
wrapped up in my own 
imagination of what 
could have been instead 
of focusing on what was 
right in front of me. 

I spent the night be-
ing sad about not being 
able to do something 
that I don’t even like to 
do, which is crazy.

Maybe it’s just me, 
but I sometimes feel 
like if I don’t go out and 
party, I’m wasting my 
youth. Hundreds of mov-
ies and TV shows por-
tray people in their 20s 
as going out clubbing 
and partying, so that’s 
how I thought my New 
Year’s should look and I 
was devastated when it 
didn’t turn out that way.

Thinking back to 
my night on Friday, it 
was, by all standards, a 
decent night. I started 
my 2022 surrounded by 
people I care about, the 
same people I see every 
week. 

I spent most of the 
night being preoccupied 
with what other peo-
ple were doing only to 
realize that I was right 
where I should’ve been. 

It wasn’t anything 
like a movie, it was just 
another night. And 
that’s OK.

Nebraska’s citizen soldiers serve in a variety of ways
by Pete Ricketts
Nebraska Governor

Over the past three 
years, the Nebraska 
National 
Guard 
has 
helped 
Nebras-
kans 
through 
floods, 
fires, and 
a global 
pandem-
ic. 

Through it all, the 
Guard has proved time 
and again how vital 
they are to the citizens 
of our state in times of 
need. As Command-
er-in-Chief of the Ne-
braska National Guard, 
I could not be more 
proud of these men and 
women.

While generations 
of Nebraskans have 
served in the Guard, 
its mission changed 
significantly after the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. 
Twenty-five years ago, 
individuals joining 
the Nebraska National 
Guard didn’t expect to 
be deployed. Airmen 
and soldiers usually 
weren’t called on to sup-
port overseas missions. 

Now, they receive a 
much higher level of 
training and prepared-
ness than in years past. 
Today’s young women 
and men who join the 
National Guard not 
only know they will be 
deployed – they want 
to be deployed. They’re 
eager to take the fight 
to the enemy. They’re 
looking for opportu-
nities to serve their 
fellow citizens. They’re 
trained to do so.

The Guard has 
shown its versatility 
and value during the 
disasters of the past 
few years. It stepped up 
in heroic ways when 
Nebraska endured the 
2019 floods – the most 
widespread natural 
disaster in our state’s 
history. 

Members of the 
Guard dropped sand-
bags to protect homes 
and businesses from 
rising floodwaters. 
They delivered hay so 
that ranchers could 

feed their livestock. 
 The Guard also 

conducted daring 
rescue missions to save 
Nebraskans. Helicopter 
pilots told me the rainy 
and windy conditions 
of the flood were every 
bit as hazardous as 
flying in combat. 
During the floods, the 
National Guard saved 
112 Nebraskans – 66 by 
helicopter hoist – and 13 
pets. 

A Nebraska National 
Guard crew won the 
DUSTOFF Award for 
performing the 2019 
Rescue of the Year after 
pulling seven first re-
sponders out of the cold, 
surging waters of the 
Elkhorn River.

After the floods of 
2019, the Nebraska 
National Guard again 
swung into action 
in 2020 to help their 
neighbors through the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Members of the Guard 
volunteered to conduct 
coronavirus testing at 
Test Nebraska sites in 
multiple cities, seven 
days per week. 

They served as med-
ics, oversaw decontami-
nation procedures, and 
managed traffic flows 
at drive-thru sites. 

The Guard distribut-
ed PPE to first respond-
ers and healthcare 
workers across Nebras-
ka. In total, the state 
delivered 18.6 million 
masks, 39 million sets 
of gloves, 5 million sur-
gical gowns and more 
than 50,000 gallons of 
hand sanitizer. 

The Guard’s logisti-
cal support helped Ne-
braska become the first 
state in the country to 
accumulate a 120-day 
supply of critical PPE. 

The Guard also 
played a key role in 
supporting coronavirus 
vaccination. Members 
of the Guard directly 
administered nearly 
70,000 vaccine doses to 
the public. 

Additionally, airmen 
and soldiers support-
ed the Food Bank of 
Lincoln and Food 
Bank for the Heartland 
to distribute food to 
pantries throughout the 
state. Over two months 
in the spring of 2020, 

Guard members helped 
package and deliver 
over 400,000 pounds of 
produce and packaged 
food. 

This work helped 
families around the 
state put food on the 
table during the peak 
disruption period of the 
pandemic.

The Guard plays 
a leading role in the 
state’s firefighting 
efforts as well. In 
November, I called on 
the National Guard to 
help contain the Buf-
falo Creek wildfire in 
Banner and Scotts Bluff 
counties. The Guard 
flew two UH-60 Black-
hawk helicopters to the 
blaze and dropped more 
than 100,000 gallons 
of water on the hottest 
spots of the fire. Their 
aerial firefighting capa-
bilities played a big role 
in our success putting a 
stop to the fire before it 
harmed anyone. 

This wasn’t the only 
wildfire the Guard 
helped fight in 2021 
either. Helicopter crews 
provided aerial assis-
tance to combat wild-
fires in Holt County in 
June, the Hackberry 
wildfire near Harrison 
in August, and Sep-
tember fires south of 
Crawford and west of 
Scottsbluff.

The fantastic job 
done by the Guard in 
Nebraska is only part of 
its work. The Nebraska 
National Guard also de-
ploys around the world 
to serve our country 
on missions vital to 
national security. 

This spring, the 
179th Cyber Protec-
tion Team returned to 
Nebraska after over 
a year of guarding 
the U.S. from virtual 
threats while stationed 
in Fort Meade, Mary-
land. About 200 Soldiers 
based in Columbus 
and Grand Island are 
helping to manage the 
humanitarian crisis on 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

We also have soldiers 
of the 67th Maneuver 
Enhancement Brigade 
serving in Africa, 
as well as the 1057th 
Military Police Com-
pany and 734th Combat 
Sustainment Support 

Battalion serving in 
Kuwait and Qatar. 
Members of the 192nd 
Military Police De-
tachment returned to 
Nebraska just in time 
for Christmas after a 
10-month deployment to 
Jordan. 

We’re grateful to 
have them home for the 
holidays, and we pray 
for the safe return of 
all the women and men 
still on mission out of 
state.

The Nebraska Na-
tional Guard is carry-
ing on the tradition of 
service, sacrifice and 
honor that have made 
this the greatest coun-
try in the history of the 
world. Major General 
Daryl Bohac, Adjutant 
General of the Nebras-
ka National Guard, is 
doing great work to 
prepare his Soldiers 
and Airmen for what-
ever comes their way in 
2022. 

On behalf of all Ne-
braskans, thank you to 
members of the Guard 
for your dedicated ser-
vice to our state.

The Nebraska Na-
tional Guard Museum 
in Seward tells the 
stories of brave Soldiers 
and Airmen who’ve 
served Nebraska since 
before the Civil War. I 
encourage you to make 
a visit. For museum 
hours and information 
go to nengm.org.   

Stephanie 
Croston

Sports editor

Meaghan 
Stout

Reporter

Pete Ricketts
Governor
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by Jenny Rees
Seward/York counties Extension educator

Happy New Year! Wishing everyone a safe and 
blessed 2022! This week I’m going to share some 
info on upcoming ag programs for 
the month of January.

The end of the year also means 
report time for those of us in Ex-
tension. Each year we need to jus-
tify the things we do in trying to 
help people with research-based 
information. If you would, please 
consider helping me by completing 
this short five-question survey at 
https://app.sli.do/event/bWKk-
1cPhRG5MsLmu3Y7vkR/live/polls. 
I’d greatly appreciate it.

York Ag Expo will be Jan. 6-7 at 
the Holthus Convention Center in 
York. Thank you to all the vendors and the spon-
sors of this event. An Ag Appreciation Lunch will 
begin each day at 11:30 a.m. and is sponsored by 
Cornerstone Bank. Pesticide Training will be at 
9:30 a.m. on Jan. 6 and Chemigation Training will 
be at 9:30 a.m. on Jan. 7. RSVP to (402) 362-5508 
or jrees2@unl.edu if you plan to attend either of 
these.  

Crop Production Clinics are back in person 
this year with a larger number of locations to 
attend. The closest to this area are Beatrice on 
Jan. 13, Hastings on Jan. 19, ENREC near Ithaca 
on Jan. 21, Kearney on Jan. 25, York on Jan. 26 
and a virtual option on Jan. 28. There’s still the 
pest management room which provides for com-

mercial, non-commercial and private applicator 
pesticide certification and the crop/soil/water 
room.

We’ve also worked to create a few highly inter-
active sessions and will look forward to hearing 
feedback regarding them. You can learn more and 
register at https://agronomy.unl.edu/cpc. 

Cow-Calf College will be Jan. 25 at the Clay 
County Fairgrounds from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reg-
istration starts at 9 a.m. This year’s program will 
be offered in a hybrid format through zoom and 
attendance in person.

The 2022 Cow-Calf College will start with an 
in-depth look at eastern red cedar control in the 
morning. The afternoon will have updates by beef 
cow-calf specialist, Kacie McCarthy, and a special 
presentation by Tom Field focusing on ways to 
engage youth in the beef industry.  

This year’s program provides flexibility. For 
those only interested in red cedar control, you 
can attend the morning session, which includes 
development of management plans, effective 
integration of management tools and use of new 
rangeland monitoring platforms.

Those interested in bull management and 
strategies for transitioning the next generation 
of beef producers and professionals can attend 
the afternoon sessions. All the sessions will be 
offered in-person and available via zoom.

For those attending in person, lunch will be 
provided for those who register by calling the Fill-
more County Extension Office at (402) 759-3712 or 
Clay County Extension Office at (402) 762-3644 or 
online at go.unl.edu/frcollege. To participate via 
zoom, register at go.unl.edu/onlinecowcalfcollege.

Upcoming programs offer variety

Jenny Rees 
Extension 
Educator

Jenny’s REESources

by Keaton Burgess
reporter@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County 
Board of Commissioners 
approved a new position 
for the Veteran Services 
Office and discussed 
possibilities for uses of 
the American Rescue 
Plan Act funds.

The board approved a 
new, part-time assistant 
position for the Veter-
an Service Office. The 
assistant would help out 
with many items such 
as front desk work and 
other administrative 
needs. 

Seward County Clerk 
Sherry Schweitzer said 
that Veteran Services 
Officer Matt Starkey 
came to the board to 
propose the position.

“Matt is also the 
Transit director, which 
can make him busy at 
times, so he came to the 
board asking for the po-
sition,” Schweitzer said. 
“He told us it would be a 
big help.”

The commissioners 
also discussed the possi-
bilities of what to spend 
the ARPA funds on.  
ARPA provides relief 
funds to state and local 
governments that have 
been negatively impact-
ed by COVID-19. 

Schweitzer said that 
Seward County is strug-
gling to determine how 
the county should spend 
the funds.

“Other counties are 
also struggling to find 
things to spend the 
money on,” Schweitzer 
said. “Most smaller 
counties want to spend 
it on something differ-

ent than they allow, like 
infrastructure.”

Although the ARPA 
funds do allow counties 
to make improvements 
to their infrastructure 
with water and sewage 
systems, it does not 
allow them to use it 
on other types of in-
frastructure such as 
streets and bridges.

With smaller counties 
wanting to spend the 
funds on other items, 
the Nebraska Associa-
tion of County Officials 
is looking into getting 
the rules changed. If the 
rules would be changed, 
County Commissioner 
John Culver proposed 
some changes near 
Milford.

“I attended the NACO 
Conference, and they 
might be allowing us 
to use the ARPA funds 
on other infrastructure 
like roads and bridges,” 
Culver said. “If that 
ends up happening, I 
suggested to the com-
missioners that we use 
some of the funds on a 
bypass near Milford.”

The bypass would 
make it so that trucks 
wouldn’t have to drive 
through Southeast 
Community College in 
Milford. 

“There’s been talk for 
years about making a 
bypass down that way,” 
Culver said. “Trucks 
going through that area 
has always been a safety 
issue, so this would fix 
that. It would also help 
Milford develop more in 
that direction.”

NACO has not made 
their final decision on 
expanding the funds.

Commissioners 
office considers 
ARPA spending

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

Seventy-five years ago during World War II in 
Europe, the Germans were falling back toward a 
stand along the Siegfried Line and the Rhine River. 
Allied forces had just defeated the Germans in the 
Battle of the Bulge (December 1944-January 1945) 
and were pushing east to link up with the Russians.

On March 7, 1945, American forces came over the 
bluff looking down into the Rhine River valley near 
the village of Remagen and saw the Ludendorff 
Bridge was left intact and a perfect path to cross 
into the heart of Germany. Two Nebraska soldiers 
played a vital part in the battle on that day 75 years 
ago.

Lt. Karl Timmerman, 27th Armored Infantry 
Battalion, was born in Germany and later moved 
to West Point. His unit was part of the 9th Armored 
Division that the Germans called the “Phantom 
Division” because they believed it had been de-
stroyed in the Battle of the Bulge. Timmerman took 
command of Able Company on March 6 when his 
commander was wounded on the push to the Rhine 
River. His company was given the mission of secur-
ing the other side of the bridge and opening a path 
directly into Germany, saving lives and shortening 
the war. 

As his company formed to assault the intact 
bridge, the Germans set off explosives on the bridge 
just after noon on March 7. As the smoke cleared, 
the Allies looked on in astonishment…the bridge 
was still intact! As the Germans tried to set more 
charges, Timmerman's understrength company 
assaulted across the bridge.

One non-commissioned officer, Sgt. Alexander 
Drabik of Ohio, sprinted across with his squad (he 
was the first American soldier to step foot across 
the Rhine). Timmerman led his company as they 
split off to kill German engineers planting explo-
sives and cutting charges and throwing them into 
the river. Soon Timmerman and his company were 

consolidated on the western side of the bridge with-
out any support. That was about to change.

Capt. (later Major) John Cattle, Sr., of Seward, 
34th Field Artillery Battalion, 9th Infantry Division 
Artillery was setting up his battery on the bluffs 
overlooking the valley to provide covering fire for 
the infantry assaulting the bridge.

Cattle was a seasoned artilleryman from bat-
tles in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and France. His 
M101A1 towed (105mm) howitzers were laid in and 
started to fire in support of Timmerman's compa-
ny on the west side of the river. They laid in white 
phosphorous and regular smoke rounds to provide 
some cover and allow the engineers to repair dam-
age to the bridge to bring over armor to support the 
assault.

When the Germans looked to counterattack and 
push Timmerman back over the bridge, Cattle 
switched to high explosive rounds to drive the ene-
my back. Infantry units of the 9th Infantry Division 
rushed to support the bridgehead and push to the 
bluffs on the other side. Cattle laid artillery ahead 
of the assaulting infantry to allow them to take the 
high ground and consolidate the breakout.

In the first 24 hours, over 8,000 light infantry 
scrambled across.

Once the bridge was repaired, Cattle and his 
artillerymen were the first units of the 9th Infantry 
Division to cross and set up supporting fire on the 
west side of the river. The bridge continued to allow 
the Allies to cross (9th, 78th and 99th Infantry Di-
visions) before it collapsed into the Rhine River on 
March 17, 1945. 

Timmerman was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross for his actions on that day. Cattle re-
ceived a Bronze Star for his service during the war. 
Both Nebraskans played a major role in creating an 
entry point into the heartland of Germany across 
the Rhine River 75 years ago during World War II.

On March 7, 1995, Timmerman Park was dedi-
cated in West Point in his honor (he died of cancer 
during the Korean War). On July 4, 2016, the John 
W. Cattle, Sr. Exhibit Area was dedicated at the 
Nebraska National Guard Museum in Seward in 
his honor (he passed away in 1999). Some of Cattle’s 
artifacts on display in the museum include the 
M1911 .45 caliber service pistol he carried through-
out the war. 

Nebraskans play major role at Remagen in World War II

COURTESY PHOTO

Lt. Karl Timmerman (1922-1951) of West Point became a 
national hero in World War II for leading the assault across 
the Ludendorff Bridge at Remagen. His courage under fire 
saw him awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (just 
below the Medal of Honor) for his actions on March 7, 1945.

A new cost-sharing program 
to help landowners with the 
purchase of a tree was approved 
by the Lower Platte South Natu-
ral Resources District Board of 
Directors when it met Dec. 15.

Beginning Jan. 12, 2022, land-
owners can apply to plant a tree 
on their land through the new 
Landscape Tree Program, then 
be reimbursed for 75% of the 
cost, up to $115. Upon approval 
of the application and planting 
of the tree by the applicant, 
LPSNRD will inspect the plant-
ing and authorize reimburse-
ment.

The new program is open to 
owners of land throughout the 
district, which includes most 
of Lancaster and Cass counties 
and smaller parts of Butler, 
Saunders, Otoe and Seward 
counties.

The program is based on 
LPSNRD’s popular Community 
Forestry Program, which pro-
vides cost-sharing on multiple 
trees for community groups and 
local governments. The NRD 
also sells seedling trees in bulk, 
but the new Landscape Tree 
Program offers cost-sharing to 
landowners on the purchase of 

one larger tree.
The new Landscape Tree Pro-

gram is limited to 85 applicants 
per year, and each applicant 
or location may only benefit 
from the program once year-
ly. Landscape Tree Program 
rules, an application form and 
other guidelines will be posted, 
starting Jan. 12, at LPSNRD.org, 
click on Programs/Trees.

The board also approved new 
subdistrict boundaries. LPSN-
RD is divided into 10 subdis-
tricts, each with two elected 
board members. An at-large 
member is also elected, to make 
a total of 21 board members 
who meet publicly each month. 
Every 10 years, the most recent 
U.S. Census data is used to 
re-draw subdistricts, in compli-
ance with state statutes. 

The newly approved boundar-
ies will be in effect for the 2022 
primary and general elections. 
Twelve board seats will be up 
for election. Candidate filing 
begins Jan. 5. Incumbents must 
register their candidacy with 
the Nebraska Secretary of State 
on or before Feb. 15. The non-in-
cumbent’s deadline is March 
1 and the primary election is 

May 10. A primary election 
will be held for an LPSNRD 
board seat only if more than 
two candidates file for the seat. 
Board members must live in the 
subdistrict they represent.

A revised, interactive subdis-
trict map will be posted as soon 
as possible at LPSNRD.org. The 
map can be zoomed to specific 
addresses to determine the sub-
district of that address.

In other business the board:
• Approved modifications to 

its Operating and Personnel 
Policies related to non-public fi-
nancial donations, overtime and 
compensatory time, employment 
of family members and holidays

• Received a report from 
USDA/NRCS outlining good 
progress with fall field work and 
the processing of 51 Cover Crop 
Program cost-sharing applica-
tions

The next scheduled board 
meeting will be Wednesday, Jan. 
19, 2022, starting at 2 p.m. at 
the NRD office, 3125 Portia St., 
Lincoln. The public is invited 
to attend. Monitor LPSNRD.org 
for announcements about board 
and subcommittee meetings.

New program offers cost-sharing 
for NRD Landscape Tree Program

HaveHave
somethingsomething
to celebrate?to celebrate?
Announce your
special event in the 

Seward County 
Independent. You can 

have fun with that 
special someone’s birthday, 

anniversary, baby 
announcement, 

note of thanks 
or special
occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
   402-643-3676
or email

subscriptions@
sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska

402-643-3676

Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in
the Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

baby announcement,  note of thanks 
or special occasion with a personal 
ad. Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

Announce Your Special Events, 
Anniversaries, Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in the 
Seward County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676

Celebrating?
Announce your special event in the Seward 
County Independent. You can have fun with 

that special someone’s birthday,
anniversary, baby announcement,

note of thanks or special occasion with a
personal ad. Call 402-643-3676

or email office@sewardindependent.com.

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434

AnnounceAnnounce
Anniversaries,Anniversaries, 
Graduations,Graduations, 

Birthdays,Birthdays,
& more in the & more in the 

SewardSeward 
CountyCounty 

Independent.Independent.
402-643-3676402-643-3676

Announce Your
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in 
the Seward County 

Independent
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-3676

2x4

1x3

1x6

1x2

2x2

2x3



EOPLEEOPLEPP6
Seward County IndependentJanuary 5, 2022

Page

countryhouse.net/lincoln

Three locations in Lincoln:
70th & O  |  25th & Old Cheney  |  84th & Pine Lake 

Call 402-853-7809 or email  
info@countryhouse.net to learn more.

*Base rent waived only, health-related costs are not waived, unless an all-inclusive package is chosen. 
Winter Stay rooms are available while they last on a first-come, first-served basis. A refundable deposit is 

required to hold a room. Move-in must occur no more than 30-days after deposit.  

If someone you love is experiencing memory loss, you may  

be concerned about them living on their own, especially 

during the cold winter months. Put your mind at ease and 

plan ahead with a Winter Stay at CountryHouse. 

Move in for a winter stay before  

January 15, stay 3 months and get 

the 4th month of base rent, free!*

WHEN IT’S COLD OUTSIDE...

Warm up at CountryHouse!

Offer Extended!

Lois (Timoney) Semin
is turning 90 on January 11!

Her family is celebrating 
with an open house on 

Sunday, Jan. 9, 1–5 p.m. 
at the Seward VFW

234 S. Ninth St.

Cards may be sent to:
1030 Manor Dr. West

Apt. 109
Seward, NE 68434

Love,
Lori, Dona, Lisa,
Mari & families

Dorothy Schweitzer
100th Birthday

Dorothy Schweitzer 
  is turning 100
   on January 13.

Help her 
celebrate 
by sending a
card to:

1110 N. 2nd St.
Seward, NE
68434

COURTESY PHOTO

A Quilt of Valor was awarded to Arnold Krasser, a member of Cordova Legion Post 359, during his family's Thanks-
giving gathering on Nov. 25. Krasser served in the army from 1967-69 and was stationed in Vietnam. His quilt was 
made by his friends, Deb Due and Pat Becker, and provided by the Nebraska Piecemakers and Phyllis Schoenholz, 
South Central Coordinator. Krasser is shown with his quilt and seven of his 11 siblings.

Krasser receives Quilt of Valor

Filing deadlines are 
coming up for the 2022 
primary and general 
elections.

Incumbents can file 
for the primary election 
from Jan. 5 to Feb. 15. 
Non-incumbents have 
until March 1 to file.

Filing for the general 
election is Jan. 15 to 
July 15 for incumbents 
and Jan. 5 through Aug. 
1 for non-incumbents.

National and state 
offices up for election in 
2022 include U.S. House 
of Representatives Dis-
trict 1, governor, secre-
tary of state, attorney 
general, state treasure, 
auditor of public ac-
counts, Legislature Dis-
trict 24, Public Service 
Commission District 4, 
State Board of Educa-
tion District 5, South-
east Community College 
District 1, Upper Big 
Blue Natural Resources 
District Subdistricts 1-8 
and at-large director, 
Lower Platte South NRD 
Subdistrict 1 and at-
large director and Nor-
ris Public Power Dis-
trict District 13 which 
includes Precincts B, C, 
E, K, M-Beaver Crossing 
and M-Cordova.

Polk Public Power 
District which includes 
part of D Precinct and 
Perennial Public Power 
District which includes 
part of E Precinct will 

be selected in the gener-
al election only.

Local offices up for 
election include county 
assessor, county attor-
ney, county clerk, clerk 
of the district court, 
county sheriff, county 
surveyor, county trea-
surer, Commissioner 
District 1 which is Pre-
cincts J, N and O includ-
ing Milford, Commis-
sioner District 3 which 
includes Precincts C, 
D, E, F, K, L and M and 
Commissioner District 
5 which includes Wards 
1 and 2 in the city of 
Seward.

In Seward, the mayor, 
representatives for all 
four wards and the 
Seward Airport Author-
ity will be elected. In 
Milford, representatives 
for wards 1 and 2 will be 
on the ballot.

Each of the county’s 
villages will elect board 
representatives includ-
ing Beaver Crossing 
(2), Bee (3), Garland (2), 
Goehner (2), Cordova (2), 
Pleasant Dale (2), Staple-
hurst (2) and Utica (2).

Each of the county’s 
school districts will 
elect three board mem-
bers.

For filing informa-
tion, contact the Seward 
County Clerk’s office at 
(402) 643-2883 or at coun-
tyofsewardne.com.

Time approaches 
to file for elections

Anglers must be 
aware of fishing regula-
tion changes that take 
effect Jan. 1, according 
to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

The changes are:
Black Bass – The 

area where no mini-
mum length limit on 
smallmouth bass is 
required has expanded 
to the Nebraska Public 
Power District Canal 
starting at the Suther-
land Reservoir outlet 
to the confluence with 
the South Platte River 
in Lincoln County; 
this includes Lake 
Maloney. Bufflehead 
Wildlife Management 
Area and David City 
Ponds are added to 

the list of waters where 
the minimum length 
limit on black bass is 21 
inches.

Striped Bass, 
White Bass and 
Striped Bass Hybrid 
– Wagon Train Reser-
voir is removed from 
the list of waters where 
the exception for bag 
limit is three fish in the 
daily bag.

Channel Catfish 
– Box Butte Reservoir 
is added to the list of 
waters where the bag 
may not include more 
than one fish 30 inches 
or greater in length.

Lake McConaughy 
– It is illegal to possess 
wipers on Lonergan 
Creek from its junction 
at the McConaughy 
lakeshore upstream to, 

and including, the cul-
vert under Highway 92.

No Live Baitfish – 
DeFair Lake WMA in 
Grant County was add-
ed to the list of waters 
where it is illegal to use 
or possess live baitfish.

Anglers can read 
the 2022 Fishing Guide 
when it is available in 
January at OutdoorNe-
braska.org.

Anglers must be aware of fishing 
regulation changes for 2022

Rural Prosperity 
Nebraska, a division of 
the University of Nebras-
ka–Lincoln’s Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, has partnered 
with the Nebraska Busi-
ness Development Center 
at the University of Ne-
braska–Omaha to launch 
SourceLink Nebraska. 

The online platform – 
at sourcelinknebraska.
com – offers more than 
870 resources from ap-
proximately 500 organi-
zations across the state to 
help entrepreneurs and 
business owners create 
and expand their busi-
nesses.

“SourceLink Nebraska 
is a one-stop shop of re-
sources for entrepreneurs 
and business owners that 
can help an entrepreneur 
or business owner start, 
accelerate or grow a busi-
ness,” said Scott Asmus, 
SourceLink Nebraska’s 
network builder.

As one of RPN’s ob-
jectives is to help rural 
communities prosper, 
teaming with SourceLink 
Nebraska was a natural 
fit. The central repository 
for business development 
resources will include 
startup guides, growth 
guides, capital guides, 
a calendar with event 
listings across the state, 
and a video library for en-
trepreneurs and business 
owners.

In this vein, 
SourceLink Nebraska 
becomes the newest tool 
to augment RPN tools for 
community development. 
To strengthen activity 
and quality of life in 
rural communities, RPN 
combines the expertise of 
Extension educators with 
the experience of commu-
nity leaders and efforts of 

student fellows. 
This collaborative 

effort across all walks of 
life helps Nebraska’s ru-
ral communities become 
more vibrant.

SourceLink Nebraska 
helps entrepreneurs,  
business owners find 
needed resources



by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension educator

One of the most enjoy-
able ways for gardeners 
to get through the dark, 
cold days of winter is 
to begin planning next 
summer’s gardens. 

Over the next few 
weeks, we’ll look at 
plants – annuals, peren-
nials, edibles, trees and 
shrubs – to consider for 
addition to your gar-
dens this summer. 

First, we’ll look at 
the top performers in 
Colorado State Univer-
sity’s 2021 flower trials. 
The purpose of CSU’s 
trial gardens is to eval-
uate the performance 
of annuals and peren-
nials under stressful 
Rocky Mountain grow-
ing conditions, which 
include intense sun, 
drying winds, severe 
hailstorms, large fluctu-
ations between day and 
night temperatures and 
dry growing conditions. 

Sounds a lot like 
Nebraska. Plants are 
evaluated on vigor, 
abundance of flowers, 
tolerance to environ-
mental stress and 
disease resistance. 

The trial gardens, lo-
cated on CSU’s Fort Col-
lins campus, are open 
to the public and defi-
nitely worth a visit. The 
gardens are beautiful 
and plants are labeled, 

allowing visitors to 
stroll and decide which 
plants they like best. 

Top perennial 
performer 

One section of the 
CSU trial program 
focusses on newly 
released – three years 
or less – perennial 
cultivars (cultivated 

variety). Each cultivar 
is allowed to overwinter 
twice and is evaluated 
for the characteristics 
mentioned above. One of 
this year’s top picks is 
‘Firefly Sunshine’ Ach-
illea, commonly known 
as yarrow. 

Firefly Sunshine 
plants have a compact 

upright growth habit. In 
the CSU trials, flower 
stems did not lodge 
(fall over), even under 
continued overhead 
irrigation. The flowers 
are bright yellow, which 
contrasts well against 
dark green foliage. It 
was also noted during 
the trials, the plants did 
not spread themselves 
around the garden as 
other yarrows are prone 
to do. 

Plant in full sun with 
average garden soil. 
Avoid very rich soil. 
Plants reach a height 
of 28-30 inches, with a 
spread of 24-28 inches. 

Once the initial flush 
of flowers has faded, cut 
plants back by half and 
allow them to regrow 

for another round of 
color.

“Best Of” Annuals 
Several annual selec-

tions were chosen with 
great characteristics 
worthy of consideration.

Best of Show – Rud-
beckia ‘Sunbeckia Oph-
elia’ has very large yel-
low flowers, which glow 
in the sun and create a 
solid mass of eye-catch-
ing color in the garden. 
This annual black-eyed 
Susan requires no 
pinching. New layers of 
flowers cover up older 
ones, in effect “burying 
the dead.” Plants reach 
a 20-24 inches height 
and 15-20 inches width. 
Choose a full to partial 
sun location with well-
drained soil.  

Best Novelty – He-
liotropium ‘Augusta 
Lavender’ has soft 
lavender flowers with 
a yellow eye, which are 
quite showy and bring a 
light fragrance to the af-
ternoon landscape. Heat 
and humidity tolerant, 
it performs best in full 
to partial sun locations. 
Plants have good uni-
formity, reaching 12-24 
inches height and 24-36 
inches spread, with a 
mounded growth habit. 
A favorite of pollinators.

Sarah Browning is 
an Extension educator 
with Nebraska Exten-
sion and can be contact-
ed by phone (402) 441-
7180 or by e-mail sarah.
browning@unl.edu. 
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Calvary Baptist Church 
208 E. Bek Ave. • Seward • 402-643-3575

www.cbcseward.com
Sunday School (all ages) .......................10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .....................11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....................... 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study .............. 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ
1422 Kolterman Ave. • Seward • 402-643-5802

www.sewardchurchofchrist.com
Sunday Worship ....................... 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study (Small groups) ....... 6:30 p.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1245 N. 2nd St. • Seward • 402-643-6116

www.faithseward.org
Pastor Miles Ruch Jr.

Service available on Facebook.
Sunday Worship ......................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday School ......................................10:15 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2668 Hwy 6 (1 mile west of Milford) • 402-761-3146

www.goodshepherd-milford.org 
Pastor Steve Stork

Sunday School—PreK–4th Grade 
    (during school year) ............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Adult Bible Study .......................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ....................................10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship .................................... 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study.........................Thurs. 8:30 a.m.
Confirmation Class
    (during school year) ....................Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(WELS)

746 Pinewood Ave. • Seward • 402-643-4131
www.graceseward.org

Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Sunday Bible Class .................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ......................................8:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Fellowship ...............9:45 a.m.

Great Plains Community Church
1155 May St. • Goehner • 402-730-2594

Pastor Galen Skinner
Sunday Worship. ...................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night, Adult Bible Studies,
    Children and Teen Activities .............. 7:00 p.m.

Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church
2433 Progressive Road • Seward • 402-643-2316

Senior Pastor Curt Coddington 
Administrative Pastor Brant Taylor

Worship Pastor Kyle Soflin
Youth Pastor Zach Mulvihill

Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes ....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship ................8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday
    Children and Teen Activities .............. 6:30 p.m.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
1042 May St. • Goehner • 816-308-7859

Pastor James Dahlke
Sunday Worship ......................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class Following Worship

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church
201 S. 11th St. • Seward • 402-937-8377

Pastor Timothy Daywitt
Sunday Worship ..............10:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship .......................................7:00 p.m.

Living Word Lutheran Church 
(LCMC)

1300 W. Hillcrest Drive • Seward • 402-643-6445
www.livingwordseward.org

Pastor Scott Krohn
Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.

Traditional; Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Words on Wednesday (WOW)........................4:00 p.m.
......................................................... Meal 5:30 p.m.
    Varied activities by age, from youth to adults

Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church 
(AALC)

Partner in ministry with the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

252 N. 6th St. • Seward • 402-953-FORT (3678)
www.mightyfortress.us • Like us on Facebook

Interim Pastor Norman Porath
Sunday Worship ...................................... 11:00 a.m

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)

3.5 miles west of Staplehurst • 402-535-2625
Pastor Shawn Kitzing

Worship (church in the country) .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School (school in Staplehurst)...... 10:30 a.m.
Bible Class (school in Staplehurst) ........... 10:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
401 Dimery • Beaver Crossing • 402-532-2545

Msgr. Mark Huber
Saturday Mass ..........................................5:00 p.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before Mass
Mon., Tue., Thurs., Fri. Mass ...................8:00 a.m. 

Seward United Methodist Church
1400 N. 5th St. • Seward • 402-643-4156

Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty, Lead Pastor
Rev. JoEllen Axthelm, Associate Pastor

Sunday Traditional Worship
    (in person and online) ............................ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday Small Groups ................................ 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Praise Worship 
    (in person and online) .......................... 10:30 a.m.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
6th & Hillcrest • Seward • 402-643-3829

Rev. Pam Williams
Sunday Worship (in person & online) .... 10:30 a.m.
Clergy office hrs. ...............................Wed. by appt.

St. John Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
919 N. Columbia Ave. • Seward • 402-643-2983

www.stjohnseward.org
Pastor Scott Bruick • Pastor David Rempfer

Deaconess Jeri Morrison
Saturday Worship .....................................5:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship. ........................ 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Education Hour ......................... 10:00 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)
200 Paris St. • Cordova • 402-576-3211

Pastor Brian Tuma
Sunday Worship. ...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study ......... 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
110 3rd St. • Utica • 402-532-2545

Msgr. Mark Huber
Sunday Mass ............................................9:00 a.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before Mass 
Wednesday Mass ......................................7:00 a.m. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church (LCMS)
1100 ‘D’ St. • Utica • 402-534-2200

Pastor Jon Dunbar
Pastor of Visitation: Pastor Terry Groth

Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study ..... 10:30 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church 
152 Pinewood Ave. • Seward • 402-643-3421
www.stvincentseward.org / See our FB page

Msgr. Robert Tucker
Saturday Evening Mass ............................5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass. ...............................8:00 & 10:00 a.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before each Mass

The Rock (LCMS)
237 S. 3rd St. • Seward • 402-643-6624

therockseward.org • info@therockseward.org
Pastor Michael Meyer

Sunday Worship ..................................... 10:00 a.m.

Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS)
370 4th St. • Garland • 402-588-2229

Zionlcms@revddobb.com
Pastor David Dobbertien

Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.
To find out how to list your 
church, call 402-643-3676

Area Churches

Rudbeckia ‘Sunbeckia Ophelia’ is Best of Show

COURTESY PHOTO

Rudbeckia ‘Sunbeckia Ophelia’ has very large yellow 
flowers, which glow in the sun and create a solid mass of 
eye-catching color in the garden. It was one of the top per-
formers in Colorado State University’s 2021 flower trials.

With winter months 
ahead, it is important 
to consider taking time 
and preventative care 
for a gas-powered lawn 
mower at either the end 
of the mowing season or 
at the start of spring. 

Doing this will im-
prove the lawn mower’s 
overall lifespan and 
performance, in turn 
saving time and money 
come springtime. These 
are some necessary 
steps to winterizing a 
lawn mower that will 
ensure a smoother mow-
ing process.

Empty the gas tank
Leaving unused gas 

in your lawn mower all 
winter long makes the 
gas stale, which in turn 
gums up the carburetor 
and potentially allows 
for the possibility of 
things rusting. If this is 
the case, do not panic. 
Simply add some fuel 
stabilizer to the tank, 
then run the mower to 
distribute it through the 
system. 

Turn the mower off 
and allow the engine 
to cool, then empty the 
excess gas into a clean 
can. Restart the mower 
and let it run until the 
engine stops. Continue 
to repeat this process 
until the mower no 
longer starts, indicating 
fuel lines are empty.

Disconnect 
the spark plug

Some lawn mower 
maintenance advice 
suggests that home-
owners should remove 
and sharpen the lawn 
mower blades next. It is 
important to note that 
you should disconnect 
the spark plug first, 
preventing the lawn 
mower from acciden-
tally kick-starting and 
potentially leading to 
serious injury.

Regardless, a dirty 
spark plug, or one that 
is coming loose, will 
ensure your mower 
performs inefficiently. 
It will waste fuel, run 
choppy, be difficult to 
start and will likely 
chew up rather than 
smoothly cut your lawn. 
Follow the proper proto-
col to clean your spark 
plug after carefully 
disconnecting it. 

If the engine doesn’t 
start after that cleaning, 
it’s time for a new spark 
plug. One heads up…
if your old spark plug 
is covered, in part, by 
a white oily substance, 
you may have a fuel 
leak.

You do not have to 
replace your spark plug 
with a new one every 
year. However, it only 
takes about two minutes 
and costs a few bucks, 
plus it ensures you have 
a good spark when start-
ing your lawn mower.
Remove and sharpen 

the blade
Once the spark plug 

is removed, it is safe to 
remove the lawn mower 
blade and sharpen it. A 
sharpened blade reaps 
benefits for your lawn 
as it not only cuts grass 
cleanly so your lawn 
can recover quickly, but 
it also reduces the time 
and effort spent mowing 
your lawn. The blade 
needs to be sharpened 
every year.

To remove the blade, 
you will need to loosen 
the single nut or bolt 
holding the blade on. 
These bolts are usu-
ally very tight, so use 
a breaker-bar or long 
handle wrench with a 
socket to match the bolt. 
This will also keep your 
knuckles at a greater 
distance from the blade 
as you bear down on it. 
If your bolts are really 
stuck or rusted, apply 
penetrating oil and wait 
10 minutes for it to soak 
in.

When the blade is re-
moved, decide whether 
to sharpen or replace it. 
If you decide to sharpen 
it, use a 10-inch-long 
mill bastard hand 
file. Always sharpen 
from the top side of the 
cutting edge as it will 
give you a longer lasting 
edge on the blade. 

Drain the oil
An oil change is a 

must to protect the 
engine of your mower. 
First determine if your 
lawn mower has a 4-cy-
cle or 2-cycle engine. Oil 
is mixed with the gas if 
your mower has a 2-cy-
cle engine. If your mow-
er has a 4-cycle engine, 
you will need to change 

the oil. Your owner’s 
guide will help you find 
the right replacement 
oil and assist you with 
the process. 

Anticipate oil spatter-
ing, so have a tarp and 
pan ready to catch oil 
and keep things from 
getting too messy. Set 
your mower on its side 
with the air filter and 
carburetor facing up so 
that oil and gas residue 
don’t spill into them. 
Next, remove the oil res-
ervoir plug and slowly 
tilt the mower until oil 
drains into the pan. 

Clean the 
undercarriage

A dirty deck is a 
major problem that can 
easily result in both 
corrosion and inferior 
cutting. Cleaning the 
undercarriage of your 
mower keeps it from 
rusting, clears the dis-
charge chute passage-
way and allows the deck 
to work the way it was 
designed, making your 
lawn mowing routine 
easier. 
Change the air filter

It is likely your mow-
er’s air filter is inhibit-
ing peak performance. 
The best approach is 
to change the mower’s 
air filter before cut-
ting your first blade 
of grass in the spring. 
This allows your engine 
to burn gas efficiently 
and doesn’t restrict 
air needed for combus-
tion. Determine if your 
mower has a paper filter 
or an oil-soaked sponge 
filter. 

If it has a paper 
filter, replace it with a 
new one, paper edges 
facing out. If it has an 
oil-soaked sponge filter, 
you will first need to 
remove it, wash it out 
with soap and water, 
let it completely dry out 
and then apply a small 
amount of clean oil to it 
before putting it back in 
the mower.

Replace the spark 
plug

Finally, replace the 
spark plug on your lawn 
mower. Again, using a 
new spark plug is only 
a few dollars and will 
ensure a smoother start 
for your mower.

Seven important steps 
to winterize a lawn mower
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ECORDSECORDSRR
Sheila M. Franks

July 22, 1973 – Dec. 24, 2021
Sheila Marie Franks of Lincoln was born July 

22, 1973, to Mike McBride and Molly Mullin in 
Baraboo, Wisconsin.

She graduated 
from Bridgeport 
High School. On Oct. 
30, 2010, Sheila was 
united in marriage 
to Jake Franks in 
Lincoln. She worked 
as an office manager 
at Elegant Optics. In 
her free time, she en-
joyed being outdoors, 
painting and doing 
crafts. She was always 
willing to help others 
when needed. Sheila 
passed away Dec. 24, 
2021, in Lincoln, at 
the age of 48 years, 5 
months and 2 days. 

She is survived by her husband, Jake Franks, 
Lincoln; parents, Mike McBride, Winner, South 
Dakota, and Molly (Tom) Mullin, Mount Vernon, 
Washington; siblings, Bobby McBride, Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, Roger Mullin, Portland, Oregon, 
Casey Mullin, Bellingham, Washington, and April 
Mullin, Oroville, Washington; children, Allyssa 
Rodgers, Lincoln, and Jessica Rodgers; grandchil-
dren, Bentley Hecht and Lillian Hecht; father-in-
law and mother-in-law, Mike and Jo Franks, Utica; 
brother-in-law, Jeremiah Franks, Bellingham, 
Washington; grandmother-in-law, LaDean Rieger, 
Utica; and numerous relatives. Sheila was preced-
ed in death by her son, Dustin Pane.

A memorial service was Dec. 30 at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Utica. Memorial contributions 
are suggested in care of the Franks family in lieu 
of flowers. Condolences may be left for the family 
online at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Obituaries
Bennett “Benny” L. Engel
Dec. 27, 1946 – Dec. 31, 2021

Bennett “Benny” Lee Engel was born Dec. 27, 
1946, in Wayne to Bennett and Frances (John-
ston) Engel, and passed 
away peacefully on 
Friday, Dec. 31, 2021, at 
his home near Beaver 
Crossing at the age of 75. 

As a young boy, 
Benny and his family 
moved to Beaver Cross-
ing, where he attended 
Beaver Crossing Pub-
lic School and was a 
1965 graduate. He was 
employed with Hughes 
Bros. in Seward and 
later with the Farm-
ers’ Cooperative of 
Beaver Crossing until 
his retirement in 1992. 
Benny later farmed with 
his father for a period of time. He was united in 
marriage to Laurel Stutzman in 1966 and to this 
union, two sons, Scott and Shawn, were born. 
Benny bartended part-time at the Lloyd’s Beaver 
Lounge and at the American Legion. He married 
Marilyn Law in 1976 and together resided in 
Beaver Crossing. Benny worked for Phil Miiller, a 
close friend of the family east of Beaver Crossing 
and other farmers who needed a helping hand. 
Benny was always willing to help other people 
and rarely said no. He was the sextant and held 
the records for the Beaver Crossing Cemetery for 
many years. He was blessed to find Nance Percival 
and on Feb. 27, 2002, they were married in Seward 
and a daughter, Meggan, joined the family. He 
was a member of the Sons of the American Legion 
of Beaver Crossing. Benny enjoyed gardening, 
tending to his farm animals, feeding his birds, his 
fish ponds and taking great pride with his yard. 
Benny’s personality was infectious and made peo-
ple around him feel welcome. He was a loving and 
thoughtful man and had a great sense of humor. 

Survivors include his wife, Nance, Beaver 
Crossing; sons and daughter-in-law, Scott and 
Barb Engel of Utica and Shawn Engel of Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin; daughter and son-in-law, Meggan 
and Jeff Weber, Friend; grandchildren, Sydney 
Engel and fiancé, Luke Post, Michaela Engel and 
fiancé, Jacob Young, Chelsie Engel, Kylie and Jus-
tin Weber, Justin (Clarissa) Mueller, Karri Anne 
(Chris) Hager, Andy (Rachel) Kunert, Josh Kunert 
and Jessica Stutzman; brother-in-law, Norman 
Percival; sister-in-law, Kim Hodgen, all of Fitch-
burg, Massachusetts, many cousins and a host of 
other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his 
sister, Beth Engel; former wife, Marilyn; grand-
son, Jordan Czajkowski; granddaughter, Alex 
Weber; and a sister-in-law, Norma Jean Menke.

It was Benny’s wishes that there would be no 
service, however, a visitation for Benny will be 
Thursday, Jan. 6, at the Beaver Crossing United 
Methodist Church from 2 to 8 p.m. where family 
will receive friends and relatives from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Memorial contributions are suggested to the fami-
ly for future designation. Condolences may be left 
for the family online at lauberfh.com.

Donald O. Butzke
Dec. 1, 1930 – Dec. 28, 2021

Donald Otto Butzke of Seward was born Dec. 
1, 1930, to Walter and Elsa (Gierhan) Butzke in 
Seward.

On June 9, 1957, Don 
was united in marriage 
to Janice Martens at 
Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Utica. He 
worked at Volzke Well 
Drilling and for the 
Village of Utica. Don 
served on the Utica 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for 57 years. In his 
free time, he enjoyed 
woodworking, fishing 
and watching sports. 
He especially enjoyed 
having coffee with the 
boys at Bronco Spur. 
Don passed away Dec. 28, 2021, in Seward at the 
age of 91 years and 27 days.  

He is survived by his children, Kevin (Traci) 
Butzke, York, Christopher (Robin) Butzke, Bea-
ver Crossing, Darin Butzke, David City, Robin 
(Robert) Ratcliffe, Lincoln, and Karen Anthony, 
Lincoln; sister, Justine Luecke, Florida; brother-
in-law, Tom (Jackie) Martens, Columbus; sister-in-
law, Inez (Don) Scherer, Lincoln; grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Don was preceded in 
death by his parents, Walter and Elsa Butzke; 
wife, Janice Butzke; parents-in-law; daughter, 
Kathryn Butzke; granddaughter, Brook Eden; 
brother, Wilfred Butzke; and sister, Leora Dittmar.    

The funeral service was Jan. 5 at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Utica with interment at the 
Utica Cemetery. Memorial contributions are sug-
gested to the church or the Utica Fire Department. 
Condolences may be left for the family online at 
www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Bryce L. Clausen
Nov. 16, 1939 – Dec. 29, 2021

Bryce Lowell Clausen of Utica was born Nov. 
16, 1939, to Hans and Retha (Miller) Clausen in 
Friend.

He graduated from 
Utica High School in 1958. 
Bryce served in the Unit-
ed States Army from Jan. 
8, 1960 – Dec. 20, 1962. On 
June 6, 1964, Bryce was 
united in marriage to 
Karen vonFange at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church 
in Utica. He was a truck 
driver for Richter Bros., 
Ricenbaw and Crete 
Carrier. He was also 
an owner/operator for 
Dahlsten. He received the 
1,000,000-mile safe driver 
award while with Dahl-
sten. Bryce ended his 38-year career as a grain 
hauler for Utica Co-op using his own tractor/trail-
er, retiring in 2012.

Bryce enjoyed family vacations every summer 
and in his free time, he enjoyed listening to coun-
try music, watching old westerns, bird watching 
and being outside. He especially enjoyed spending 
time with his family. He was a member of Utica 
Jaycees, Utica Volunteer Fire Department and 
Utica V.F.W. Post 49. Bryce passed away Dec. 29, 
2021, in Lincoln at the age of 82 years, 1 month and 
13 days. 

He is survived by his wife, Karen Clausen, Uti-
ca; son, Steve (Andrea) Clausen, Lincoln; daugh-
ter, Krista (Shadd) Rohrbough, Lincoln; brother, 
Neal (Donna) Clausen, Bloomington, Illinois; 
grandchildren, Kaleb Blakemore and Zach Clau-
sen; great-granddaughter, Roayn Clausen; sisters-
in-law, Sylvia vonFange, Austin, Texas, and Susan 
vonFange, Mt. Clemens, Michigan; brother-in-law, 
Howard (Rose) vonFange, Wichita, Kansas; nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Bryce was preceded in 
death by his parents, Hans and Retha Clausen.

Visitation is from 2 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan 6, 
at Volzke Funeral Home in Seward, with a gath-
ering of family and friends from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The 
funeral service is at 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 7, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Utica with interment at 
the Utica Cemetery. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to the church, Mission Central or the 
Orphan Grain Train. Condolences may be left for 
the family online at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Dorothy M. Brooks
March 11, 1930 –  Dec. 30, 2021

Dorothy Mae (Berry) Brooks was born March 
11, 1930, in Boston, Massachusetts, to Edward and 
Sarah (Burley) Berry 
and passed away Dec. 
30, 2021, in Lincoln at 
The Journey House, 
surrounded by her 
family, at the age of 91 
years, 9 months and 19 
days.

Dottie was baptized 
into the Christian faith 
on March 15, 1930, at 
St. Peter’s Church in 
Dorchester, Massachu-
setts, and was con-
firmed Nov. 12, 2006, 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Malcolm.

Dottie met the love of her life, a handsome 
sailor named Wesley Fay Brooks, in Boston and 
they were united in marriage on April 22, 1950, 
in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. To this union, 
three children were born, Wesley Jr., Deborah and 
John. 

Dottie was a devoted wife, mother and grand-
mother. She unselfishly supported her spouse 
throughout his military career. Wes’s 30-year stint 
in the U.S. Navy took him, Dottie and the children 
to stations including Port Smith, Virginia; Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba; Key West, Florda; Lexington, 
Kentucky; Jacksonville, Florida, and Lincoln to 
name a few. Upon their retirement in 1971, Wes 
and Dottie put down roots in Malcolm. In her 
younger years, Dottie was a licensed beautician, 
an avid bowler and she loved to dance. In more 
recent times, she cherished visits with friends and 
family, playing cards and attending Bible Study at 
St. Paul’s.

She was preceded by her husband of 53 years, 
Wes; son, Wesley Jr.; sister, Jacquelyne Fergu-
son-Zaccaria; twin brother, J. Edward Berry; and 
parents, Edward and Sarah.

Survivors cherishing her memory include her 
children and spouses, Debbie Berg and husband, 
Mike, John Brooks and wife, Nicole; daughter-
in-law, Celia Brooks-Thomas; grandchildren, 
Jennifer, Wesley III, Christina, Cottie, Amanda, 
Josh and Shelby; 12 great-grandchildren and 10 
great-great-grandchildren.

Visitation is from 1 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
5, at Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home in Seward with 
family receiving friends from 6:30 to 8 p.m. A Cele-
bration of Life will be at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 
6, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Malcolm with 
inurnment at the Malcolm Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions are suggested to the church. Condo-
lences may be left for the family online at www.
zabkafuneralhome.com.

Dennis L. Kimsey
Nov. 26, 1953 – Dec. 29, 2021

Dennis L. Kimsey of Seward was born Nov. 26, 
1953, and passed away Dec. 29, 2021, in Lincoln. A 
full obituary can be found and condolences left for 
the family online at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Police
Information provided by the Seward Police De-

partment for activity Dec. 23 – 29.
Dec. 24

10:42 a.m.—A two-vehicle, non-injury accident 
was reported in the area of North Second and 
Roberts streets.

Dec. 28
9:38 a.m.—A caller in the 2600 block of Pro-

gressive Road reported a vehicle had been broken 
into the night before with the dash torn apart and 
wires cut.

Summary of other calls:
Abuse/neglect of a child 1
Disturbance 5
Field contact 3
Fire-no burn permit 1
Fraud 1
Harassment 1
Hit-and-run accident 2
Miscellaneous 17
Noise complaint 2
Open door business 1
Reckless driving 3
Suspicious vehicle/person 3
Terroristic threats 2
Traffic stops 21
Theft 1
Weapons offense 1
Welfare check 7

Information taken from 
records filed with the Seward 
County clerk.

Dec. 21 – 29
Darko Gligorevic and 

Suzanne Gligorevic to Olivia 
O'Dell, Lots 9 and 12, Block 6, 
Seward. DS $308.25

Timothy A. Burkey and 
Sidney D. Burkey to Everence 
Foundation Unique Assets, 

LLC, NE1/4 NE1/4 34-9-2. DS 
exempt

Philip A. Bangert and 
Sandra Bangert, David C. 
Bangert and Linda J. Buck-
ley and William Buckley to 
Meyer Properties, LLC, W1/2 
NE1/4 19-10-3. DS $1,226.25

Ralph G. Schmidt and 
Janice E. Schmidt to the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod Foundation, trustee, 
E1/2 Lots 1, 4, 5 and 8, Block 
6, South Seward Addition to 
Seward. DS exempt

Timothy A. Burkey and 
Bonnie Burkey and Sidney D. 
Burkey and Peggy Burkey to 
David Ulrich, a tract of land 
in the W1/2 NE1/4 34-9-2. DS 
$427.50

Sarah Kraus and Byron 

Kraus to Hladky Accommo-
dation, LLC, NE1/4 20-12-3. 
DS $3,309.25

Larry L. Beckler and Teri 
L. Beckler to Larry L. Beck-
ler and Teri L. Beckler, trust-
ees, SW1/4 21-10-2. DS exempt

Robert R. Kropf and Mary 
J. Kropf to Robert R. Kropf 
and Mary J. Kropf, north 
80 feet of Lot 10, Schlueter's 

Second Addition, Seward. DS 
exempt

Philip A. Bangert and 
Sandra Bangert, David C. 
Bangert and Linda J. Buck-
ley and William Buckley to 
Derwin D. Roth and Tiffany 
T. Roth, W1/2 SE1/4 18-10-3. 
DS $1,233

Real estate
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Milford boys earn 
fifth at Central City
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Although the Mil-
ford boys’ basketball 

team couldn’t claim 
another Central City 
holiday tournament 
title, it did bring home 
two more wins from 
the tournament.

The Eagles defeated 
Superior 61-32 Dec. 27 
and Central City 65-51 
Dec. 28.

Coach Tony Muller 
said Milford didn’t get 
out to a quick start 
against Superior and 
led 10-8 after the first 
quarter. Then the 
offense got clicking, 
and Jaxon Weyand 
started scoring. The 
MHS senior recorded 
18 of his 25 points in 
the second quarter and 
helped Milford to a 36-
15 halftime lead.

Muller said the scor-
ing was more balanced 
in the third quarter, 
with seven Eagles 
contributing. The 54-21 
lead after the third 
allowed the starters to 
rest in the fourth and 
the bench to get some 
time on the court.

“It was a good win,” 
Muller said.

In addition to Wey-
and’s 25 points, Seth 
Stutzman scored 10 
and grabbed eight 
rebounds. Micah 
Hartwig delivered nine 
assists.

The Eagles played 
Central City for fifth 
place, and while MHS 
won by 14, Muller said 
the game was closer 
than the score indicat-
ed.

Milford jumped out 
to an 11-4 lead early in 
the first quarter, but 
then the Bison went 
on a 13-0 run to take a 
17-11 lead.

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

After a decade of let-
ting the championship 
plaque leave the build-
ing, the Malcolm boys’ 
basketball team will be 
keeping it in house this 
year.

With a hard-fought 
50-43 win over Oak-
land-Craig on Dec. 29, 
the Clippers won the 
Malcolm Boosters’ Holi-
day Tournament for the 
first time since 2011.

“I like how our guys 
are playing right now,” 
Malcolm coach Chris Le-
wandowski said. “This 
team plays well together 
and does a good job of 
picking each other up 
and sharing the load.”

After an even first 
quarter, Malcolm leaned 
on Drew Johnson to give 
the Clippers a four-point 
lead heading into the 
break. The 6-5 junior got 
hot from both inside and 
out as he scored nine 
points in the second 
frame.

“Drew does a great 
job of taking what he’s 
given,” Lewandowski 
said. “He was able to 
get open a couple times 
from outside, but he also 
did nice work cleaning 
up the glass inside and 
getting some key put 
backs.”

That Johnson was 
able to have success 
inside was a bonus for a 
Malcolm team that was 
undersized against an 
Oakland-Craig lineup 
that had two 6-6 starters 
taking up space inside 
as well as a 6-4 guard on 
top of their 1-3-1 zone.

“Their length was a 
concern,” Lewandows-
ki said. “I was really 
pleased with the calm 
confidence our guys 
showed as they attacked 
their zone.”

The Clippers extended 
their lead to five by the 
end of the third quarter 
and then did enough at 
the line in the fourth 
quarter to hang on for 
the win. Malcolm went 
9-of-17 from the charity 
stripe down the stretch.

While the Malcolm 
stat lines were far from 
pretty, they were enough 
to secure the win.

“We didn’t hit partic-
ularly well,” Lewand-
owski said of his team 
that went 15-of-40 from 
the field. “But, being the 

smaller team, the way 
we crashed the boards 
made me proud.”

Malcolm out-rebound-
ed the Knights 47-31. 
Johnson had a double 
double as he led Mal-
colm with 16 points and 
10 rebounds. Brayden 

Boehle also nabbed 10 
boards. Hayden Frank 
contributed 12 points, 
had seven rebounds and 
three assists.

“Hayden scored the 
first five points of the 
game,” Lewandowski 
said. “That got their at-
tention and they made it 
their plan to limit him. 
I’m glad we had other 
guys step up.”

The Clippers earned 
a spot in the champion-
ship game with a 38-25 
win over Wilber-Clato-
nia Dec. 28. Frank led 
all scorers with 14 while 
Johnson added ten.

Malcolm (7-3) heads 
into the new year with 
a tough home matchup 
against Palmyra (4-3) on 
Thursday, Jan. 6, before 
heading south to No. 7 
Milford (8-2) Friday, Jan. 
7. 

“It’s the start of a 
tough January grind for 
us,” Lewandowski said. 
“Palmyra embarrassed 
us last year, and they 
have some big wins this 
year.”

The Panthers won 
the David City Holiday 
Tournament with wins 
over Douglas County 
West and Aquinas Cath-
olic.

“Milford is such a 
well-coached team and 
they always play us 
tough. That one will be 
a battle,” Lewandowski 
said.

Malcolm Boosters’ Holiday Tournament 
Malcolm 50, Oakland-Craig 43

O-C  10 10 7 16 43
MAL  10 14 8 18 50
  MALCOLM—H. Frank 3-7 4-6 12, Meyer 1-3 
2-3 4, Christensen 2-6 3-6 7, Boehle 1-5 3-7 5, 
Johnson 7-19 0-0 16, Zegar 1-9 3-4 6, Kouma 0-1 
0-0 0.  
 O-C––Totals 19-55 1-5 43.
 Three-point goals—MAL 5-22 (H. Frank 
1-3, Meyer 0-2, Boehle 0-1, Johnson 2-5, Zegar 
0-4), O-C 4-13.  Rebounds—MAL 47 (Boehle 10, 
Johnson 10), O-C 31. Assists—MAL 9 (Frank 3, 
Meyer 3). Steals—MAL 7 (Johnson 3) . Blocks—
MAL 2 (Johnson 2). Turnovers—MAL 13,  O-C 10. 
Fouls—MAL 8, O-C 20.

Malcolm 38, Wilber-Clatonia 25
W-C  1 4 9 11 25
MAL 10 13 7 8 38
  MALCOLM—H. Frank 3-10 1-3 14, C. Frank 
0-1 0-0 0, Meyer 2-7 2-2 6, Christensen 0-1 2-3 2, 
Boehle 0-3 1-2 1, Johnson 4-13 0-3 10, Zegar 1-5 
0-0 2, Kouma 1-2 1-4 3.  
 W-C—Totals 10-40 2-8 25.
 Three-point goals—MAL 3-15 (H. Frank 
2-5, Meyer 0-1, Boehle 0-1, Johnson 2-7, Zegar 
1-8), W-C 3-14.  Rebounds—MAL 37 (Boehle 6), 
W-C 31. Assists—MAL 8 (H. Frank 2, Johnson 
2, Schmidt 2). Steals—MAL 8 (Johnson 5) . 
Blocks—MAL 2 (H. Frank, Johnson). Turnovers—
MAL 8,  W-C 13. Fouls—MAL 14, W-C 21.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Malcolm’s Drew Johnson goes up for a dunk against Oak-
land-Craig Dec. 29.

SHS bowlers 
top holiday 

tournament
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Seward boys’ 
bowling team came 
back from the holiday 
break Dec. 28 at the 
Pius X tournament in 
Lincoln and brought 
home the champion-
ship.

“We were there eight 
hours, but it was worth 
it,” Coach Steve Conner 
said.

Seward beat Colum-
bus 6-2 and Fremont 
5-3 but lost to Millard 
South 6-2 in the pool 
competition. Conner 
said Seward had a bad 
game and MS bowled 
better than it ever had.

“It was a freak 
thing,” he said.

Pool play deter-
mined seeding in the 
bracket, and Seward 
was fourth. The brack-
et play was best three 
of five baker games.

Seward beat Mil-
lard West and Millard 
North before topping 
Lexington in the semi-
finals. Seward bowled 
a 278 in the final game, 
which is the highest 
score it has bowled so 
far, Conner said.

The championship 
match pitted Seward 
against Grand Island 
Northwest, and it went 
down to the wire, Con-
ner said. Seward won 
3-2.

“There were a lot 
of close games. It was 

really exciting,” he 
said. “It was good to see 
the team start to bond. 
I was proud of how they 
kept their 
compo-
sure.”

He 
said 
as the 
tension 
mounted, 
his job 
was to 
remind the bowlers to 
have fun.

“We are the team to 
beat in the state,” he 
said. “It’s kind of fun, 
but I would rather be 
the person they forget 
about.”

Dane Conner was 
named to the all-tour-
nament team for the 
day. He bowled a 605 
series and had a 246 
game.

Seward, which is 
15-1 on the season, 
was to bowl at Millard 
North Jan. 3 and host 
Columbus and Omaha 
Westside Saturday, 
Jan. 8, for a double dual 
starting at noon.

Girls struggle
The Seward girls’ 

team didn’t have as 
good a day, Coach Julie 
Benes said. The first 
game against Papil-
lion-LaVista South did 
not go well, and that 
ended the competition 
for the Jays.

Maddie Viger bowled 
a 473 series to lead the 
team.

D. Conner

Clippers win home tourney

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

After a tough outing 
against a quick, experi-
enced team, the Cen-
tennial girls’ basketball 
team came back with 
a solid win to close the 
Malcolm Holiday Tour-
nament.

The Broncos opened 
play against Oak-
land-Craig Dec. 28 and 
couldn’t get the offense 
going in a 43-14 loss.

“They took advantage 
of our inexperience,” 
Coach Jake Polk said.

The Knights’ press 
forced too many turn-
overs (Centennial 
finished with 42) and 
kept the Broncos out of 
rhythm.

“When you turn the 
ball over, there’s no op-
portunity to shoot,” Polk 
said, adding that other 
teams will try to use the 
press to their advantage 
against CHS.

Once the Broncos 
got into their half-court 
offense, Polk said, 
they played well. Oak-
land-Craig just got a lot 
of easy layups in transi-
tion.

Centennial was miss-
ing a couple players Dec. 
30, but the team was able 
to limit the Wilber-Clato-
nia offense to 24 points, 
14 of which came in the 
second quarter and won 

37-24.
“We were worried 

about rebounding and 
inside,” Polk said. “I 
thought we played 
hard.”

Savannah Horne was 
the story on offense, as 
the sophomore was 4-10 
from three-point range 
and finished with 15 
points. Karley Naber 
was 2-8 from three, as 
well and scored eight.

Polk said getting the 
outside shooting going 
against a zone defense 
is good because then it 
opens the inside game.

“It was great to have 
Savannah step up,” he 
said, adding that he’d 
like to see multiple play-
ers considered threats to 
score.

Centennial (3-6) was 
to play at Heartland Jan. 
3 and then travel to Sut-
ton Friday, Jan. 7, and 
host Raymond Central 
Saturday, Jan. 8, start-
ing at 2:30 p.m.

Polk said Raymond 
Central is a much-im-
proved team that has 
surprised some teams.

“We will have to con-
tinue our tough defense 
and find ways to score,” 
he said.

On the injury front, 
the Broncos lost sopho-
more guard Rylee Menze 
to a knee injury in the 
Milford game in Decem-
ber.

Oakland-Craig 43, Centennial 14
CHS  2 2 4 6 14
OCHS 14 13 8 8 43
 CHS—Halle Kinnett 0-1 0-0 0, Savannah 
Horne 1-2 0-0 2, Gracen Fehlhafer 0-1 0-0 0, 
Molly Prochaska 1-1 0-0 2, Karley Naber 0-1 0-2 
0, Natalie Sams 0-1 0-0 0, Cora Payne 2-4 1-2 5, 
Ava Fischer 0-1 0-0 0, Halley Heidtbrink 0-1 1-2 
1, Catelynn Bargen 2-2 0-1 4, Ella Wambold 0-1 

0-0 0. Totals 6-16 2-7 14.
 OCHS—Totals 17-41 5-16 43.
 Three-point goals—CHS 0-3 (Fehlhafer 0-1, 
Naber 0-1, Fischer 0-1), OCHS 4-15. Rebounds—
CHS 23 (Payne 4), OCHS 14. Assists—CHS 3 
(Naber 2). Steals—CHS 7 (Payne 3). Blocked 
shots—2 (Naber, Heidtbrink 1). Turnovers—CHS 
42, OCHS 18. Fouls—CHS 10, OCHS 11.

Centennial 37, Wilber-Clatonia 24
WCHS 2 14 2 6 24

CHS  7 6 11 13 37
 CHS—Horne 4-10 3-4 15, Prochaska 1-7 1-2 
3, Naber 2-8 2-3 8, Sams 0-0 0-2 0, Payne 3-5 0-0 6, 
Averie Stuhr 1-2 1-2 3, Bargen 1-5 0-2 2, Wambold 
0-3 0-1 0. Totals 12-40 7-16 37.
 Three-point goals—CHS 6-24 (Horne 4-10, 
Prochaska 0-3, Naber 2-8, Stuhr 0-1, Bargen 0-1, 
Wambold 0-1). Rebounds—CHS 25 (Bargen 7). 
Assists—CHS 10 (Bargen 4). Steals—CHS 14 
(Bargen 7). Blocked shots—CHS 2 (Payne, Stuhr 
1). Turnovers—CHS 19. Fouls—CHS 11.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Gracen Fehlhafer of Centennial dribbles out of the lane on a rebound against Wilber-Cla-
tonia Dec. 29.

CHS girls come back for third place

(continued on 11)
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COURTESY PHOTO

Thomas Vance, a senior at Milford High, recently signed to wrestle at Northwestern 
University in Iowa. Pictured are, from left: (seated) Tami, Thomas and John Vance; and 
(standing) MHS Coaches Jonah Peterson and Joe Schluckebier.

COURTESY PHOTO

Savannah Spahr, a senior at Milford High, recently signed to play volleyball for Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. Pictured are, from left: (seated) Janna, Savannah and Jeff Spahr; and 
(standing) Sarah Spahr and Milford Coach Emily Restau.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Centennial boys’ 
basketball team had its 
work cut out for it Dec. 
28 and 29 at the Malcolm 
Holiday Tournament.

The Broncos were 
missing some players, 
Coach Cam Scholl said, 
but those who were 
available battled hard.

CHS opened the 
tournament with a 64-30 
loss to Oakland-Craig, 
one of the best teams the 
Broncos play all year, 
Scholl said.

“We didn’t have our 
two best guards (Maj 
Nisly and Jake Bargen), 
and that’s a recipe for 
disaster,” he said. “I 
thought we battled hard. 
Oakland-Craig played 
as well as they had all 
year.”

Lance Haberman led 
the team with 11 points, 
and Lane Zimmer 
scored 10.

In the third-place 
game, the Broncos de-
feated Wilber-Clatonia 
37-26. Bargen was back 
on the court but not at 
100%, Scholl said.

“That was one of the 
guttier performances,” 
he said.

CHS trailed 20-17 at 
halftime but held WCHS 
to six points in the sec-
ond half to come away 
with the win.

“I’m proud of the 
kids,” Scholl said. “This 
was a nice team win for 
us.”

He said Zimmer had 
an outstanding game on 
both ends of the court, 
despite scoring just 
three points. Scholl de-
scribed him as “the glue 
guy” for CHS.

Jayde Gumaer was big 
for the Broncos, Scholl 
said, and Sam Ehlers 
came off the bench to hit 

some big shots.
Bargen led the team 

with 17 points, and 
Ehlers added 11, making 
three from three-point 
range.

“Overall, we were not 
close to 100%, but we’ll 
take what we can get,” 
Scholl said.

Centennial (5-4) was 
to play at Heartland 

Jan. 3 and then at Sutton 
Friday, Jan. 7, before 
hosting Raymond Cen-
tral Saturday, Jan. 8, at 
4 p.m.

“It is a grind in Janu-
ary,” Scholl said.

Oakland-Craig 64, Centennial 30
OCHS 17 19 17 11 64
CHS  5 8 10 7 30
 CHS—Sam Ehlers 1 0-0 3, Alex Hirschfeld 1 
1-4 3, Lance Haberman 4 0-0 11, John Fehlhafer 
0 1-2 1, Lane Zimmer 4 2-2 10, Jayde Gumaer 0 

2-2 2. Totals 10 6-10 30.
 OCHS—Totals 25 7-16 64.
 Three-point goals—CHS 4 (Ehlers 1, Haber-
man 3), OCHS 7.

Centennial 37, Wilber-Clatonia 26
WCHS 11 9 3 3 26
CHS  14 3 6 14 37
 WCHS—Totals 10 0-0 26.
 CHS—Ehlers 3 2-2 11, Hirschfeld 0 2-2 2, Jake 
Bargen 5 3-4 17, Zimmer 1 1-3 3, Gumaer 2 0-0 4. 
Totals 11 8-11 37.
 Three-point goals—WCHS 6, CHS 4 (Ehlers 
3, Bargen 1).
 Complete game stats for the holiday tourna-
ment were not available at press time.

Clipper wrestlers 
2-1 at holiday quad
by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

When the Malcolm 
boys’ wrestling team 
went to Lincoln Chris-
tian for a Dec. 30 quad, 
they knew the number 
of matches they would 
get would be limited. 

“We were OK with 
that,” Malcolm head 
coach Matt Coufal 
said. “We just needed 
to get as many guys on 
the mat as we could. 
Otherwise, the Christ-
mas break is way too 
long.”

The Clippers went 
2-1 in three duals as 
they earned a 54-12 win 
over Johnson Coun-
ty Central, defeated 
Lincoln Lutheran 42-24 
and lost to Lincoln 
Christian, 51-30.

Against Lincoln 
Lutheran, most of 
Malcolm’s points came 
from having wrestlers 
available in weight 
classes that the War-
riors could not fill. On 
the mat, the Clippers 
won two of five match-
es with Colt Reiling 
(160) and Gavin Zou-
cha (170) both earning 
first-period pins.

Malcolm ran into 
trouble against a 
scrappy bunch of 
Lincoln Christian 
grapplers. Out of six 
matches, only Zoucha 
had his hand raised in 
victory as he earned a 
pin in 69 seconds over 
Jonathan Thompson. 
Zane Zoucha (126) lost 
a tight match, 5-4, to 
Isaac Wegrzyn while 
the Crusaders’ three 
McGrew brothers each 
pinned a Clipper.

“That’s a new family 
that just transferred 
in,” Coufal said. “Two 
of those boys were 
state medalists in Al-
abama last year. They 
will really help that 
program out.”

Malcolm went 4-1 on 
the mat against John-
son County Central 
with the Zoucha broth-
ers, Luke Walters (182) 
and Kale Nordmeyer 
(285) each getting a pin.

Gavin Zoucha’s 

record improved to 14-1 
as the senior needed 
just over four minutes 
of mat time to pin his 
three opponents.

“Gavin had a tough 
tournament right 
before the break,” 
Coufal said. “It was 
good to see him come 
back strong and even 
work on some new 
techniques. Hopefully, 
that will make him 
even tougher later this 
season.”

The Clippers have a 
busy weekend as they 
welcome a top-three 
team from Class B for 
a Friday night dual 
before hosting the 13-
team Malcolm Invite 
on Saturday, Jan. 8.

“Broken Bow will 
give us all we want and 
more on Friday,” Cou-
fal said. “Those match-
es will make us better 
and tougher down the 
line.

“The quality of com-
petition for our invite 
has certainly gone 
up over the years. We 
should be competitive 
and get a lot of valuable 
matches in that day.”

Wrestling begins at 
9 a.m. Saturday morn-
ing at Malcolm High 
School.

Malcolm 54, Johnson County Central 12
 126: Zane Zoucha (M) pin Levi Boardman 
(JCC) 5:34; 132: Colton Keller (M) win by forfeit; 
138: Bricen Wilkie (M) win by forfeit; 145: Aidan 
Hardin (M) win by forfeit; 152: Colt Reiling (M) 
win by forfeit; 160: Double forfeit; 170: Gavin 
Zoucha (M) pin Brett Bohling (JCC) 1:42; 182: 
Luke Walters (M) pin Cameron Lowther (JCC) 
1:04; 195: Caleb Courter (M) pin Tucker Thomas 
(JCC) 3:56; 220: Phillip Kauffman (JCC) pin 
Cooper Witte (M) 0:50; 285: Kale Nordmeyer 
(M) pin Christian Harrifeld (JCC) 0:44; 106: 
Double forfeit; 113: Double forfeit; 120: Logan 
Topp (JCC) win by forfeit

Lincoln Christian 51, Malcolm 30
 120: Charlie Wienke (LC) win by forfeit; 
126: Isaac Wegrzyn (LC) def. Z. Zoucha (M) 
5-4; 132: Levi McGrew (LC) pin Keller (M) 2:28; 
138: Seth McGrew (LC) pin Wilkie (M) 5:46; 
145: Miguel McGrew (LC) pin Hardin (M) 1:14; 
152: Jackson Cooley (LC) pin Reiling (M) 4:35; 
160: Noah Worley (LC) win by forfeit; 170: G. 
Zoucha (M) pin Jonathan Thompson (LC) 1:09; 
182: Courter (M) win by forfeit; 195: Witte (M) 
win by forfeit; 220: Josh Cantrell (M) win by 
forfeit; 285: Nordmeyer (M) win by forfeit; 
106: Emmett Cooley (LC) win by forfeit; 113: 
Dominic Roth (LC) win by forfeit

Malcolm 42, Lincoln Lutheran 24
 113: Double forfeit; 120: Double forfeit; 
126: Grant Wells (LL) pin Keller (M) 3:33; 132: Z. 
Zoucha (M) win by forfeit; 138: Keyden Uhrich 
(LL) pin Wilkie (M) 2:25; 145: Hardin (M) win by 
forfeit; 152: Double forfeit; 160: Reiling (M) pin 
Colton Roper (LL) 1:26; 170: G. Zoucha (M) pin 
Logan Lampe (LL) 1:14; 182: Courter (M) win 
by forfeit; 195: Josh Cantrell (M) win by forfeit; 
220: Jackson Masek (LL) pin Witte (M) 3:36; 
285: Nordmeyer (M) win by forfeit; 106: Ethan 
VanderTop (LL) win by forfeit

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Devin Slawynk of Centennial drives into the Wilber-Clatonia defense Dec. 29 at the Mal-
colm Holiday Tournament.

Broncos split at Malcolm

Bluejays fall in Wahoo tournament
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The 2021-22 season 
has not gotten off to the 
start the Seward girls’ 
basketball team had 
hoped for.

The Jays had hoped 
to turn things around at 
the Wahoo tournament 
Dec. 27 and 28, but Bish-
op Neumann and Wahoo 
kept SHS out of the win 
column.

Coach Beth Bohu-
slavksy said Neumann’s 
post was the difference 
in a 46-36 loss in the 
opening round.

“Bishop Neumann 
does a great job of 
pressuring you on the 
defensive side. We just 
couldn’t capitalize when 
we needed to,” she said. 
“We got many steals late 
in the game, but we have 
to be able to get a look 
at the basket instead of 
turning the ball over.”

Haylie Sloup led the 
team with 10 points. 
Eden Schulz and Kelsey 
Miller had five rebounds 
each, and Hannah 
Benedict recorded four 

assists.
On day two of the 

tournament, Wahoo 
took home third place 
with a 62-43 win over the 
Jays. Bohuslavsky was 
pleased with how her 
team competed.

“After a not-so-great 
shoot around in the 
morning, I wasn’t sure 
how we were going to 
show up to play,” she 
said. “The girls an-
swered the challenge 
and competed well.”

Seward followed the 
scouting report exact-
ly in the first half and 
trailed 9-8 after the first 
quarter and 28-17 at half-
time. The second half 
saw the team missing 
layups and free throws, 
the coach said.

She was happy with 
how the Bluejay ballhan-
dlers managed the press.

The biggest difference 
in the game was Wahoo’s 
perimeter shooting. 
The Warriors made 
five three-pointers in 
the third quarter, and 
Seward couldn’t over-
come that.

Miller scored 11 
points and grabbed four 
rebounds to lead the 
Jays.

Seward (0-9) was to 
host Beatrice Friday, 
Jan. 7, at 6 p.m. and trav-
el to Schuyler Tuesday, 
Jan. 11.

Bohuslavsky said 
the athletes continue 
to work hard and have 
good attitudes.

“They are hungry for 
a win as much as I am,” 
she said. “As soon as we 
can put four quarters of 
good basketball together, 
look out!”

Bishop Neumann 46, Seward 36
SHS  5 15 7 9 36
BNHS 12 17 11 6 46
 SHS—Haylie Sloup 2-4 5-6 10, Tarryn Hart-
man 1-3 4-8 7, Eden Schulz 2-5 0-0 5, Hannah 
Benedict 2-14 0-0 5, Ona Stutzman 1-9 0-0 3, Jeffi 
Schaefer 0-3 0-0 0, Kelsey Miller 1-3 2-2 4, Jayden 
Fernau 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 10-44 11-16 36.
 BNHS—Totals 16-49 9-17 46.
 Three-point goals—SHS 5-30 (Sloup 1-2, 
Hartman 1-3, Schulz 1-4, Benedict 1-9, Stutzman 
1-7, Schaefer 0-2, Miller 0-1, Fernau 0-2), BNHS 
5-17. Rebounds—SHS 21 (Schulz, Miller 5). 
Assists—SHS 7 (Benedict 4). Steals—SHS 12 
(Stutzman 3). Blocked shots—SHS 1 (Miller 1). 
Turnovers—SHS 20. Fouls—SHS 20, BNHS 13.

Wahoo 62, Seward 43
SHS  8 9 10 16 43
WHS 9 17 24 12 62
 SHS—Sloup 1-5 7-9 9, Dalaney Anderson 
0-2 0-0 0, Hartman 0-0 1-2 1, Schulz 1-6 0-0 2, 
Benedict 4-9 0-2 10, Stutzman 0-4 2-2 2, Madison 
Dominy 0-0 2-4 2, Schaefer 1-2 0-0 3, Miller 5-9 

1-3 11, Fernau 0-1 0-2 0, Keira Lliteras 1-1 0-0 3. 
Totals 13-39 13-24 43.
 WHS—Totals 22-55 9-16 62.
 Three-point goals—SHS 4-17 (Sloup 0-1, 
Schulz 0-3, Benedict 2-5, Stutzman 0-3, Schaefer 
1-2, Miller 0-1, Fernau 0-1, Lliteras 1-2), WHS 9-28. 
Rebounds—SHS 22 (Sloup, Miller 4), WHS 39. 
Assists—SHS 6 (Sloup, Benedict 2). Steals—SHS 
11 (Miller 4). Blocked shots—SHS 2 (Miller 2). 
Turnovers—SHS 22, WHS 20. Fouls—SHS 15, 
WHS 21.

Eagle girls third in tourney
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford girls had 
chances to beat Superior 
Dec. 27, Coach Bryce 
Roth said. MHS led 34-20 
in the second half, but 
Superior battled back to 
edge the Eagles 48-45.

“Extremely tough loss 
after being in the posi-
tion we were in,” Roth 
said.

Ayla Roth scored 
19 and recorded eight 
rebounds to lead the 
Eagles.

The team came back 
with a 46-20 win over 
Cozad to finish third in 

the Central City holi-
day tournament. Mil-
ford held Cozad to five 
first-half points and 10 
through the first three 
quarters.

“That just shows the 
type of girls we have on 
this team,” Coach Roth 
said.

The Eagles (7-3) were 
to play at Auburn Jan. 
3 and host Malcolm 
Friday, Jan. 7, at 6 p.m. 
Malcolm (9-1), which 
just won its holiday 
tournament, is sixth in 
the Class C1 wildcard 
standings.

Superior 48, Milford 45

SHS  9 11 12 16 48
MHS  17 15 6 7 45
 SHS—Totals 16 11-17 48.
 MHS—Kaitlin Kontor 1-9 0-0 3, Addi Mow-
inkel 2-3 0-0 6, Ayla Roth 5-13 6-6 19, Tanya Miller 
1-7 1-2 4, Izzy Yeackley 2-9 2-2 7, Hannah Schilz 0-1 
0-0 0, Taylor Roth 2-2 2-2 6. Totals 13-44 11-12 45.
 Three-point goals—SHS 6, MHS 8-25 
(Kontor 1-6, Mowinkel 2-3, A. Roth 2-9, Miller 
1-3, Yeackley 1-4). Rebounds—MHS 22 (A. Roth 
8). Assists—MHS 8 (Kontor 3). Steals—MHS 4 
(four with 1). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Kontor 1). 
Turnovers—MHS 11. Fouls—SHS 14, MHS 17.

Milford 46, Cozad 20
MHS  11 14 13 8 46
CHS  2 3 5 10 20
 MHS—Kontor 3-8 0-0 8, Mowinkel 1-1 0-0 3, 
A. Roth 6-11 2-5 15, Miller 2-6 2-2 6, Yeackley 3-5 
1-2 7, Schilz 0-1 1-2 1, T. Roth 0-3 2-4 2, Camille 
Stauffer 1-3 0-0 2, Mackenzie Watenpaugh 1-1 0-0 
2, Karlee Kuklis 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 17-40 8-15 46.
 CHS—Totals 8 1-9 20.
 Three-point goals—MHS 4-15 (Kontor 2-6, 
Mowinkel 1-1, A. Roth 1-3, Miller 0-3, Yeackley 
0-1, Kuklis 0-1), CHS 3-13. Rebounds—MHS 23 
(T. Roth 5). Assists—MHS 11 (Kontor 6). Steals—
MHS 13 (Kontor 5). Blocked shots—MHS 3 (three 
with 1). Turnovers—MHS 6. Fouls—MHS 12, CHS 
11.

Eagles announce college plans
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Check out the Classifieds!

ARKETPLACEARKETPLACEMM
REAL ESTATE

LOCAL  
REALTORS  
WORKING 
FOR YOU!

Shelly Nitz
402-641-0698
shelly.nitz@woodsbros.com

Kelby Nitz
402-646-0429
kelby.nitz@woodsbros.com

Angela Mueller
402-646-8826
angela.mueller@woodsbros.com

Lot 31 Woodwhite Dr • Marquette
1.01 Acre Lake Front lot • $155,000

Angela Mueller

1877 N 4th St • Seward
3 BR, 3 BA, 2 Car Garage • $239,000

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

237 S 2nd St • Seward
3 BR, 2 BA, 3 Garage Stalls • $215,000

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

112 S 4TH
SEWARD, NE 68434

402.643.2541
WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

23533 NW 70th St • Valparaiso
Shelly Nitz

RECENTLY SOLD

453 S 1st St • Seward
Shelly Nitz

1036 N 7th St • Seward
Shelly Nitz

2219 N 2nd St • Seward
Kelby Nitz

322 Locust Ave • Seward
2 BR, 1 BA, 1 Car Garage • $179,000

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

650 Indiana St • Utica
4 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage • $239,000

Shelly Nitz

Casey Collins
MANAGING BROKER
402-223-8146
casey.collins@woodsbros.com

UNDERWOOD
TEAM P.C.

Al Underwood
Ashley CrowdellEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR
®

402-643-3300
655 SOUTH ST.
SEWARD, NE

420-430 1st St. * Utica
$84,500

www.underwoodTeam4You.com

Call for
your private

showing!
117 Goldenrod Ln. * Seward

$485,000
SOLDSOLD

200 Montana Circle * Utica
$27,840

Agent/Owner
NEW LISTING!

1335 N. 1st St. * Seward
$269,000

SOLDSOLD
NEW LISTING!

904 Timber Creek * Milford
$370,170

SOLDSOLD

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Sadie Powell of Concordia elevates over the Doane de-
fense for a shot Jan. 1. Powell recorded a double double 
with 21 points and 10 rebounds in CU’s 76-70 overtime 
win over the Tigers.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Justin Wiersema of Concordia dribbles from the three-
point line against Doane Jan. 1. Wiersema finished with 
14 points, seven rebounds and two steals in the 60-50 
Concordia win.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The January meeting of the Board of Educa-

tional Service Unit 6 will have a remote option 
available on Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 
6:00pm. The link to join is https://dvlg-org.
zoom.us/j/99610125284 The agenda for said 

meeting as well as the Open Meetings Act can 
be found at www.esu6.org.

SCI/MT/FS/WR/CR - January 05, 2022

The Eagles battled 
back to hold a 30-29 half-
time lead and extended 
the margin to five points 
in the third quarter.

In the third quarter, 
Weyand scored eight, 
Hartwig five and Stutz-
man and Cabe Schlucke-
bier four each. To bal-
ance that, Central City 
made four three-pointers 
in the period.

The Eagle defense 
shut down the Bison in 
the fourth quarter, al-
lowing just three points. 
Stutzman scored eight 
in the period.

“We did a good job 
limiting them to one 
shot,” Muller said. “We 
got deliberate and got 
good shots.”

MHS had four play-
ers reach double fig-
ures – Weyand with 19, 
Stutzman 14, Hartwig 
13 and Schluckebier 
11. Hartwig reached a 
double double with 11 
assists, and Carter Roth 
grabbed six rebounds.

The Eagles (8-2) were 
to play at Auburn Jan. 3 
and then host Malcolm 
Friday, Jan. 7, starting 
at 7:30 p.m. On Saturday, 
Jan. 8, the team heads 
up Highway 15 to David 
City.

Milford 61, Superior 32
SHS  8 7 6 11 32
MHS  10 26 18 7 61
 SHS—Totals 14-51 2-6 32.
 MHS—Jaxon Weyand 9-17 6-8 25, Reice 
Stutzman 2-5 0-1 4, Carter Roth 1-5 1-2 4, Maddox 
Baack 2-5 0-0 5, Chase Nitzsche 1-1 0-0 3, Cayden 
Baker 0-1 0- 00, Nelson Girmus 2-4 2-2 6, Seth 
Stutzman 4-11 2-2 10, Cabe Schluckebier 1-5 1-1 
3, Colton Hauder 0-5 1-2 1, Hudson Mullet 0-1 0-0 
0. Totals 22-60 13-18 61.
 Three-point goals—SHS 2-21, MHS 4-13 
(Weyand 1-4, R. Stutzman 0-1, Roth 1-4, Baack 
1-3, Nitzsche 1-1). Rebounds—SHS 35, MHS 35 
(S. Stutzman 8). Assists—MHS 17 (Hartwig 9). 
Steals—MHS 16 (Weyand, Hartwig 3). Blocked 
shots—MHS 3 (three with 1). Turnovers—SHS 
24, MHS 13. Fouls—SHS 15, MHS 6.

Milford 65, Central City 51
MHS  16 14 23 12 65
CCHS 18 11 19 3 51
 MHS—Weyand 8-13 2-2 19, Hartwig 4-7 2-2 
13, Roth 1-4 2-2 4, Girmus 1-3 2-2 4, S. Stutzman 
7-10 0-0 14, Schluckebier 4-8 3-4 11. Totals 25-45 
11-12 65.
 CCHS—Totals 19-47 5-11 51.
 Three-point goals—MHS 4-9 (Weyand 
1-2, Hartwig 3-6, Girmus 0-1), CCHS 8-22. Re-
bounds—MHS 22 (Roth 6), CCHS 21. Assists—
MHS 21 (Hartwig 11). Steals—MHS 6 (S. Stutzman 
2). Blocked shots—MHS 3 (Schluckebier 2). 
Turnovers—MHS 11, CCHS 14. Fouls—MHS 10, 
CCHS 13.

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

In a world where 
every win matters as 
you collect wildcard 
points, the fact that you 
win is more important 
than how you win. The 
Malcolm girls’ basket-
ball team was happy 
to survive a tenacious 
Oakland-Craig defense 
as the Clippers won 
their Dec. 29 Malcolm 
Boosters’ Holiday Tour-
nament championship 
game. The 34-31 victory 
came against a Knights 
team missing one of its 
best players.

“If she had been 
there, it might have been 
a completely different 
game,” Malcolm head 
coach Andy Klepper said 
about Oakland-Craig 
junior Sadie Nelson. 
“They were enough of a 
handful without her.”

Nelson was averag-
ing nearly 15 points per 
game before a concus-
sion sidelined her.

It was a struggle all 
night to put the ball in the 
basket as high pressure 
defense was on display on 
both sides of the court. 
Both teams shot under 
25% from the floor.

“I was most worried 
about their press,” Klep-
per said. “We let them 
put us in a lot of bad 
situations.”

After jumping out to 
a 14-9 lead early in the 
second quarter, the Clip-
pers went scoreless to 
close out the half as the 
Knights went on a 10-0 
run to take a 19-14 lead 
into the break.

Malcolm was just a 
little bit better than Oak-

land-Craig in the second 
half as its defensive 
pressure forced enough 
turnovers to give the 
Clippers a chance. The 
Knights committed 28 
turnovers in the game 
which Malcolm convert-
ed into 16 points.

In a game with a 
combined 42 fouls and 
63 free throw attempts, 
Malcolm did just enough 
down the stretch to hang 
on for the win.

Alyssa Fortik led 
Malcolm with 13 points 
while Diamond Sedlak 
added five points while 
grabbing six rebounds 
and six steals. Emma 
Brown scored eight while 
grabbing six boards.

Malcolm opened 
tournament play with 
a dominating 61-16 win 
over Wilber-Clatonia. 
Four Clippers were in 
double-figures as Sedlak 
scored 16, Fortik had 11 
and Brown and Lauryn 
England each added 10 
points.

“Lauryn had a good 
tournament,” Klep-
per said. “She’s really 
stepped up the past 
couple of weeks. She’s 
practicing well and it’s 
translating to the games. 
She gets her hands on 
the ball a lot and she’s 

had some nice hustle 
plays.”

The No. 4 Clippers 
(9-1) begin the new year 
at home Thursday, Jan. 
6, when they host Palmy-
ra (0-6) before heading 
to Milford (7-3) Friday 
night.

“Milford will be a 
test,” Klepper said. 
“They have some good 
freshmen that are mak-
ing a difference, and 
they shoot the ball well 
from the outside which 
will test our defense.”

Malcolm Boosters’ Holiday Tournament
Malcolm 34, Oakland-Craig 31

O-C  7 12 4 8 31
MAL  10 4 7 13 34
 MALCOLM—Wondercheck 0-1 2-2 2, Elkins 
0-0 0-1 0, Denton 1-5 0-0 3, Zegar 0-1 0-0 0 Fortik 
5-14 3-5 13, Sedlak 1-11 3-7 5, Brown 2-7 4-10 8, 
England 1-2 1-4 3. 
 O-C—Totals 7-34 15-34 31.
 Three-point goals—MAL 1-11 (Denton 
1-1, Zegar 0-1, Fortik 0-5, Sedlak 0-4), O-C 2-5 
Rebounds—MAL 30 (Sedlak 6, Brown 6), O-C 
42. Assists—MAL 3 (Elkins, Fortik, Sedlak), O-C 
2. Steals—MAL 17 (Sedlak 6, Fortik 4), O-C 10. 
Blocks—MAL 4 (Sedlak 2, Brown 2), O-C 0. 
Turnovers—MAL 20, O-C 28. Fouls—MAL 22, 
O-C 20.

Malcolm 61, Wilber-Clatonia 16
W-C  2 8 3 3 16
MAL 22 22 9 8 61
 MALCOLM—Schultz 0-1 2-2 2, Wonderchek 
0-2 1-2 1, Babb 1-1 1-1 3, Elkins 1-1 0-0 2, Denton 
1-7 1-2 3, Sehi 1-1 0-0 3, Zegar 0-1 0-0 0, Fortik 
4-10 1-2 11, Sedlak 6-9 0-1 16, Brown 5-5 0-0 10, 
England 2-6 4-4 10, Kucera 0-1 0-0. 
 W-C—Totals 6-26 4-9 16.
 Three-point goals—MAL 9-20 (Schultz 
0-1, Denton 0-1, Sehi 1-1, Fortik 2-5, Sedlak 4-7, 
England 2-5), W-C 0-2. Rebounds—MAL 22 
(Fortik 4, Sedlak 4), W-C 25. Assists—MAL 17 
(Wondercheck 4, Fortik 4), W-C 4. Steals—MAL 24 
(Wondercheck 7), W-C 6. Blocks—MAL 3 (Fortik, 
Brown, Wollberg), W-C 1. Turnovers—MAL 10, 
W-C 29. Fouls—MAL 10, W-C 13.

Jays 1-1 at 
Wahoo

The Seward boys’ 
basketball team defeated 
Bishop Neumann 58-47 
Dec. 27 and lost to Wa-
hoo 64-31 Dec. 28 to fin-
ish second in the Wahoo 
holiday tournament.

Seward (4-5) was to 
host Beatrice Friday, 
Jan. 7, at 7:30 p.m. and 
travel to Schuyler Tues-
day, Jan. 11.

Game stats from the 
tournament were not 
available at press time.

Milford
(continued from 9)

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Jordan Denton of Malcolm controls the ball and looks down court for an open teammate 
Dec. 29 against Oakland-Craig in the Malcolm Holiday Tournament championship.

Clippers down Knights 
for holiday championship

New to Seward?New to Seward?Call
Seward Newcomers

for your Welcome Bag!
(It contains valuable coupons & gifts!)

402-641-4610

Dogs down Doane
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CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.com milfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check their 
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

HELP WANTED

SHOP LOCAL

Saline County is accepting 
applications for Bridge Crew, 
welding experience preferred.  
CDL required, within 6 months 
of hire date. Application forms 
may be obtained from the 
office of the Highway Supt., 
Courthouse, 204 South High, 
Wilber, NE. 68465. Applications 
must be returned no later than 
5:00 p.m., Tuesday January 
18th. For more information call 
Bruce Filipi at 402-821-2737.

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED 
Saturday and Sunday 2 p.m.-10 
p.m., and Sunday and Monday 
10 p.m.-6 a.m. Apply in person. 
SPEEDEE MART, 930 280th, 
Seward, NE.

CRETE DENTAL CENTER is 
accepting applications for a 
full-time Dental Assistant. Call 
402-826-2645.

HELP
WANTED

Veteran-owned

FULL-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

• Paid vacation
• Holiday pay
• IRA, Dental, Vision,
   Life Insurance

Please call for 
an application

402-641-8891

Benefits include:

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• RN/LPN: FT Eve (M-F), Nights (Fri-Sun),
Weekend Only (Special Pay Rate!)
• CNAs: FT Day, Evening & Night Shi�s
• MedAide: FT Eve (M-F) & PT Weekend Only
• Dietary: FT AM Shi� • Housekeeping

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

LIBRARY CLERK
*** $10.51–$13.10/hr ***

Part-time, Regular (no health benefits) position with the City of Seward at the Seward Memorial Library, 
233 S. 5th Street, for approx. 10-15 hours per week; hours vary but includes at least one evening (4:00 or 
4:30-8:15 p.m.) as well as weekend time plus subbing for others. Essential duties include shelving, using 
computers, assisting patrons, light cleaning, and more. Must be able to lift 40 lbs., climb step stools and 
kneel to the floor, keyboard 40 wpm accurately. Applications accepted until filled—application review 
begins Thursday, January 6, 2022, with interviews scheduled as appropriate. Applicants must be 16 or older 
and enrolled in or graduate of high school or equivalent or have one year of applicable work experience.

Job description and application: www.CityofSewardNE.gov or www.sewardlibrary.org.
For questions, please contact the Seward Memorial Library (402) 643-3318.

Reasonable accommodations available for persons needing assistance in completing
application and should be made at time of application. All positions of employment with

the City of Seward are subject to a Veteran’s Preference. Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Seward – Part-Time Position

WEBER FEEDYARDS, LLC
Full-Time MECHANIC

Position Available
Experience required.

Contact Joel @ 402-641-3530

Position requires a valid driver’s license and must
be insurable under the company insurance policy.

Competitive pay and benefits.

General Laborer for an Agronomy & Fuel Plant
• Competitive pay • Company paid health & life insurance
• Paid holidays & vacation • Great retirement plan, HSA & 401K
• Clothing Allowance • Possibility for tuition reimbursement
• Growth opportunities • Must have valid driver’s license

Stop in the office at 101 N. Main in Friend or email 
friendelev@diodecom.net for 
an application. If  you have 
any questions, please call Ed 
Menke at 402-947-4291.

FOOD SERVICE POSITION AVAILABLE
The School District of Seward is accepting
applications for a food service position.

Hours are 7:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. at the high school.  
Applications are available at the District Office,

410 South Street, Seward, NE  402-643-2941 
or on our website at www.sewardpublicschools.org

under employment opportunities. 
The position is subject to a veterans preference.  

Process Operators   7 p.m. – 7 a.m. nights

Maintenance Tech 
7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  M – F (on-call rotation)

E&I Tech   7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  M – F (on-call rotation) 

Logistics Assistant   7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  M – F

NOW HIRING!

GREAT BENEFITS!
• Affordable health, dental & vision insurance beginning day one
• Paid bonding time for parents
• Paid Time Off (accrue 17 days off in your first 12 months)
• 11 paid holidays per year
• Competitive wage
• 401(k) retirement plan with immediate vesting & 6% company match
• Employee paid life insurance
• Wellness Program
• Promotional opportunities

Applications accepted online at:
www.gpreinc.com/careers

Equal
Opportunity 
Employer

York, NE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
works! Place your 25 word ad 
into thousands of Nebraska 
homes for $225. Contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850. 

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-858-2822 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
Easy, One Day updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-596-6325. 

AT&T INTERNET. Starting at 
$40/month with 12-month 
agreement. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get more for 
your high-speed internet thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and Save! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today, 1-877-512-0744.

P O R T A B L E  O X Y G E N 
C o n c e n t r a t o r ?  M a y  b e 
covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-385-3580. 

DONATE YOUR car or truck to 
Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 
Day Vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing. All paperwork 
taken care of. Call 1-877-730-
8167. 

TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
510e on us with AT&T’s Buy 
One, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119. 

D I R E C T V  F O R  $ 6 9 . 9 9 /
month for 12 months with 
Choice Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & 
entertainment anywhere. One 
year of HBO Max Free. DirecTV 
is #1 in customer satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.). Call for 
more details! (Some restrictions 
apply). Call 1-855-977-3794. 

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

NEVER PAY for covered home 
repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all major 
systems and appliances. 30 day 
risk free. $200.00 off. 2 Free 
Months! 1-888-262-6948. 

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
Free, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-513-0190. 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed.  $40/month .  65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299.

GUN SHOW: January 14-16, 
2022 Westfair Fairgrounds, 
Council Bluffs, IA Fri 3-8pm, 
Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. 
$7 (under 14 FREE) . Large 
selection of GUNS and AMMO for 
sale! More info: 563-608-4401 
www.marvkrauspromotions.net

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784. 

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a Free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
671-2859.

THE COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K in debt? Credit Cards, 
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call 
National Debt Relief! We can 
help! Get a Free debt relief 
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927. 

OGALLALA GUN Show, Keith Co. 
Fairgrounds, Jan. 15-16, Sat., 
9-5, Sun., 9-3. Raffle - $500 
Gun Show Bucks. Meals by 
Classic Catering. Information, 
308-233-2501.

SOCIAL SECURITY Disability 
Benefits. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
866-563-0161 [Steppacher Law 
Offices LLC Principal Office: 224 
Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

STATEWIDES

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

Memorial Health Care SystemsMemorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

RN – Days & Nights: Full-Time, Part-Time & PRN Day and Night Positions, Day 
Shift 5 a.m.–5 p.m., Night Shift 5 p.m.–5 a.m. Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday 
rotation. RN licensure and ACLS required. Position includes night shift retention 
bonus.  —Memorial Hospital

Nutritional Services Aide / Cook: Part-Time Day (6 a.m.–2:30 p.m.) & Evening 
Shift (10 a.m.–7 p.m.), three or four days/evenings per week approximately 
24–32 hours per week. Seeking responsible, motivated, dependable individual 
as a float employee. Candidate will be trained in multi-positions/tasks in the 
department. Must be able to multitask, have excellent customer service skills 
and be at least 18 years of age. Schedule includes every other weekend with 
holiday rotation.  —Memorial Hospital

LPN - RN: Full-Time RN/LPN Day Nurse Position available, Monday thru Friday 
with Saturday rotation. This position requires good communications skills 
between you and the provider. Critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
are essential to providing excellent customer service and communicating with 
our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing experience 
preferred. Current licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Center

Hospital Business Office Director: Full-Time Days, Monday–Friday. Responsible 
for the overall direction, coordination and evaluation of the department. 
Candidate will carry out various supervisory responsibilities in accordance with 
policies and applicable laws. Assures patients’ rights are maintained; ensures 
timely billing and collection of patient charges; oversees patient admission 
and registration; and maintains electronic claims/remittance process. Bachelor 
of Science degree or one to two years related experience and/or training; or 
an equivalent combination of education and experience. Health Care related 
education and experience preferred. Medicare, Medicaid and Commercial 
Insurance billing preferred.  —Memorial Hospital

Child Care Teacher Aide: Full-Time Days. Early childhood education or experience 
required. Candidate must be at least 18 years old.  —Memorial Hospital

Patient Care Manager: Full-Time Day position. Candidate supervises all 
Memorial Family Medical Center nursing personnel and manages all nursing 
functions. Additional duties include: coordination with other departments and
agencies, patient care management, regulatory compliance including, but
not limited to, OSHA, CMS Rural Health Clinic, working in a direct care
role. Actively involved in development and implementation of Population
Management programs, clinic resource for Electronic Medical Record and
is Employee Health nurse for MHCS. Two years supervisory experience
and NE RN license required; two years medical practice experience
preferred.  —Seward Family Medical Center

Radiology Technician I: 7 a.m.–5 p.m. CT experience preferred, or willing to 
train. Must be ARRT certified and have a Nebraska License. Candidate will be 
part of the on-call weekday evening, weekend and holiday rotation.
—Memorial Hospital

®

Seward Amigos Food 
Truck Opening Soon

Amigos/King’s Classic, a 100% Employee-owned Company, is expanding 
in Seward and Southeast Nebraska by opening a Food Truck. We are 

seeking Management Candidates who are customer-oriented and 
willing to learn the business from the ground up. Ideal candidate will be 

competitive, detail-oriented and committed to leadership and management 
by example. Hands On. We offer a phenomenal compensation package, 

paid time off, health benefits (if eligible), and opportunity for ownership.

• Shift Supervisor – Up to $15 Pay + Benefits
• Assistant Manager – Salary and Bonus of $40-$45,000
   per year
• Food Truck Manager – Salary and Bonus of $50-$60,000
   per year

APPLY ONLINE 
at www.amigoskings.com/careers E.O.E.



E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing 

Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, family status, or national origin, or 
an intention, to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Family status 
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; 
pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.

 The Independent will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. http://www.
nol.org/home/NEOC.
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REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

NAME CHANGE
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
Case Number CI21-219
IN RE NAME CHANGE OF 
Dominic Russell Girmus.
Notice is hereby given that 
on the 3rd day of December 
2021 a petition was filed in the 
District Court of Seward County, 
Nebraska, the object and prayer 
of which is for the change of the 
petitioner’s name from Dominic 
Russell Girmus to Dominic Elijah 
Rocole.
A hearing will be had on said 
petition before the Honorable 
James C. Stecker, in courtroom 
no. 1, Seward County Justice 
Center,  261 South 8th  St , 
Seward, Nebraska, on the 7th 
day of February 2022 at 9 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter as will be 
convenient for the court and that 
unless sufficient cause is shown 
to the contrary, the petitioner’s 
name will be changed from that 
of Dominic Russell Girmus to 
Dominic Elijah Rocole.

Dominic Russell Girmus
Petitioner

718 1st St.
Milford, NE 68405

402-802-6011
SCI — December 15, 22, 29, 2021, 
January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

Case Number CI21-231
IN RE NAME CHANGE OF Tiffany 
Sue Girmus.
Notice is hereby given that 
on the 9th day of December 
2021 a petition was filed in the 
District Court of Seward County, 
Nebraska, the object and prayer 
of which is for the change of the 
petitioner’s name from Tiffany Sue 
Girmus to Tiffany Sue Rocole.
A hearing will be had on said 
petition before the Honorable 
James C. Stecker, in courtroom 
no. 1, Seward County Justice 
Center,  261 South 8th  St , 
Seward, Nebraska, on the 7th 
day of February 2022 at 9 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter as will be 
convenient for the court and that 
unless sufficient cause is shown to 
the contrary, the petitioner’s name 
will be changed from that of Tiffany 
Sue Girmus to Tiffany Sue Rocole.

Tiffany Sue Girmus
Petitioner

718 1st St.
Milford, NE 68405

402-802-0174
SCI — December 15, 22, 29, 2021, 
January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

Case Number CI21-235
IN RE NAME CHANGE OF Angela 
Lynne Rystrom
Notice is hereby given that on 
the 27 day of December, 2021, 
a petition was filed in the District 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the object and prayer of which is 
for the change of the petitioner’s 
name from Angela Lynne Rystrom 
to Angela Lynne Sandman.
A hearing will be had on said 
petition before the Honorable 
James Stecker, in courtroom no. 1, 
261 S 8th St., Seward NE 68434 
on the 22nd day of February, 2022, 
at 9 a.m., or as soon thereafter as 
will be convenient for the court 
and that unless sufficient cause 
is shown to the contrary, the 
petitioner’s name will be changed 
from that of Angela Lynne Rystrom 
to Angela Lynne Sandman.

Angela Rystrom
Petitioner

765 2nd Street
Utica, NE 68456

402-366-9817
SCI — January 05, 12, 19, 26, 
2022
ZNEZ

GENERAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF TERMINATION

OF NOTICE OF
COMMENCEMENT

Notice is hereby given that a 
Te r m i n a t i o n  o f  N o t i c e  o f 
Commencement was recorded 
with the Seward County Register 
of Deeds on December 21, 2021, 
at Instrument No. 202104054 
te rm ina t i ng  the  No t i ce  o f 
Commencement recorded with the 
Seward County Register of Deeds 
on April 7, 2021, at Instrument 
No. 202101161 against the real 
property legally described as 
follows: 
Unit “B”, SRC Condominium, 
a condominium located in the 
City of Seward, organized and 
existing under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska, and created 
by Condominium Declaration 
recorded October 22, 2021, as 
Instrument No. 202103453 in 
the records of Seward County, 
Nebraska 
The Termination of Notice of 
Commencement was filed by the 
contracting owner, IHC Properties, 
LLC whose address is 3301 S. 7th 
St., Ste. C, Lincoln, NE 68502. 
The contracting owner is the 
fee simple owner of the above-
described property. The Notice of 
Commencement is terminated as 
of January 23, 2021. All lien claims 
for which a notice of lien is not 
recorded by the termination date 
may be defeated by a transfer of 
the real estate.
SCI — January 05, 12, 19, 2022
ZNEZ

ESTATES
AMENDED NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
ESTATE OF ORIS A. HASS, 
DECEASED
Estate No. PR21-92
Notice is hereby given that on 
December 16, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate 
of the Will of said Decedent and 
that Glen Hass, whose address 
is 3865 S. 177th Avenue, Omaha, 
Nebraska 68130 and Dean Hass, 
whose address is 11618 W. 157th 
Terrace, Overland Park, Kansas 
66221, were informally appointed 
by the Registrar as co-Personal 
Representatives of the Estate. 
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before February 28, 2022, or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Seward County Court
261 South Eighth Street

Seward, NE 68434
Timothy L. Moll (#20451)
Rembolt Ludtke LLP
1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 475-5100
SCI — December 29, 2021, 
January 05, 12, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
ESTATE OF  R ICHARD T. 
DUGDALE, DECEASED
Estate No. PR 21-90 
Notice is hereby given that on 
December 13, 2021, in the 
County Court of Seward County,  
Nebraska, Jenifer Dugdale, whose 
address is 721 Rockhurst Dr., 
Lincoln, NE 68510, was  informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before February 22, 2022, or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Justice Center
Seward, NE 68434

Robert 1. Blevens #10344
Blevens & Damman Law Office
Box 98
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3639
Attorney for Estate
SCI — December 22, 29, 2021, 
January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

PROPERTY SALES
NOTICE OF SALE OF

CITY OF SEWARD
FARM LEASES

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the City of Seward, Nebraska, a 
Municipal Corporation (“the City or 
Lessor”) will offer for sale at Public 
Action to be held at the Municipal 
Building, 142 North 7th Street, 
Seward, Nebraska on the 24th day 
of January, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. local time, Farm Leases 
covering the following described 
property:
Tract, Sec/Twp/Rge, Acres
1. 22-11-3, 15
2. 16-11-3, 41.4
3. 29-11-3, 12
4. 21-11-3, 29.48
5. 28-11-3, 6
Each tract is offered and the 
Lease for each tract will be issued 
for the acreage indicated, which 
may be more or less than the 
actual acreage. Each Lease 
shall be subject to all easements, 
restrictions, reservations, public 
roads, rights-of-way and any other 
matters of record.
Such Leases will be for a term of 
three years. Each such Lease will 
be sold to the highest and best 
bidder therefore subject to the 
right of the City of Seward to reject 
any and all bids. All Leases are 
subject to final approval of the City 
of Seward City Council. Copies 
of the Lease forms are available 
prior to the sale by contacting the 
City Clerk.

CITY OF SEWARD
/s/ Kelly R. Hoffschneider

City Attorney
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk
537 Main Street
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-2928
D e r e k . b a r g m a n n @
cityofsewardne.gov
SCI — December 29, 2021, 
January 05, 12, 2022
ZNEZ

MEETINGS
NOTICE

OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
The board of education of the 
School District of Seward will meet 
in regular session on Monday, 
January 10, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
for a board study session to be 
followed by the 7:00 p.m. regular 
business meeting. The meeting 
will be held at the Administrative 
Offices located at 410 South St., 
Seward, Nebraska. An agenda 
for the meeting which shall be 
kept continually current is readily 
available for public inspection at 
the Superintendent’s Office during 
normal business hours.
To view the agenda go to http://
SewardPublicSchools.org/  and 
find the eMeeting link.
SCI — January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The January meeting of the Board 
of Educational Service Unit 6 will 
meet at the Educational Service 
Unit 6 main office, located at 210 
5th St, Milford, NE on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022, at 6:00pm. 
The agenda for said meeting is 
on file at that location and kept 
continually current.
SCI/MT/FS/WR/CR — January 
05, 2022
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATION
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 

OF
UNO CAPITAL LLC

Notice is hereby given that UNO 
Capital LLC, a Nebraska limited 
l iabi l i ty company, has been 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska, with its initial 
designated office at 1021 Augusta 
Drive, Seward, Nebraska 68434. 
The initial agent for service of 
process of the Company is Brock 
Henderson, 1021 Augusta Drive, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

UNO Capital LLC
SCI — January 05, 12, 19, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

SWEET TEA MEDIA, LLC
A Nebraska

Limited Liability Company
Notice is hereby given that Sweet 
Tea Media, LLC, a Nebraska 
Limited Liability Company, has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska, with 
its designated office and its 
registered office at 647 Chestnut 
Circle, Seward, Nebraska 68434. 
The name of the Company’s 
Registered Agent is: Angie D. 
Zadina. The general nature of 
its business is to engage in and 
do any lawful act concerning any 
and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which 
limited liability companies may be 
organized under the laws of the 
state of Nebraska. The company 
was organized and commenced 
on December 15, 2021, and will 
have perpetual existence unless 
terminated sooner. The affairs of 
the company are to be conducted 
by a Manager, Kevin L. Zadina, 
until such time as his successor is 
selected pursuant to the Operating 
Agreement.
SCI — December 29, 2021, 
January 05, 12, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

AA BADER FARMS LLC
Notice is hereby given that AA 
Bader Farms LLC, a Nebraska 
limited liability company, has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska, with its 
initial designated office at 1957 

Star Street, Seward, Nebraska 
68434. The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company is 
Andrew J. Bader, 1957 Star Street, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

AA Bader Farms LLC
SCI — December 29, 2021, 
January 05, 12, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

JKT CATTLE, LLC
Notice is hereby given that JKT 
Cattle, LLC, a Nebraska Limited 
Liability Company, has been 
organized under the laws of the 
state of Nebraska, with its initial 
designated office at 740 364th, 
Beaver Crossing, Nebraska 
68313. The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company is Kyle 
Vander Pol, 740 364th, Beaver 
Crossing, Nebraska 68313.

JKT Cattle, LLC
SCI — December 22, 29, 2021, 
January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

MINUTES
December 28, 2021

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the 
first. The Seward County Board 
of Equalization convened on 
December 28, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding, Darrell Zabrocki
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
County Assessor: Marilyn Hladky
Approved minutes of December 
14, 2021.
Approved Tax List Corrections.
Hladky gave an update of her 
office.
Convened as the Board of 
Commissioners.
Approved minutes of December 
21, 2021.
Terry Wicht, Highway Supt., gave 
an update of his office.
Commissioners gave reports of 
their activities.
Approved authorization to sign a 
letter for the Federal Audit.
Approved Annual Road Dept. skid 
loader lease.
Approved City of Seward Allocation 
Agreement for American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds.
Approved rescinding the starting 
wage for the E911 Director set on 
December 21, 2021.
Approved wage study for the E911 
Director position.
Discussion was held on ARPA 
funding.
Approved the agenda for January 
4, 2022, and adjourned at 9:52 
a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer
County Clerk
SCI/MT — January 05, 2022
ZNEZ

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian Schweitzer 402.641.1266 
Scott Jelinek 402.429.9814

Saturday, Jan. 8 w  9:30 a.m.
4-H Building w Seward, NE Fairgrounds

Multi-Party
Antiques & Collectibles

Visit www.NebAuction.com 
for 400+ pics and details

Advertising Signs, Dealer Seed Signs, Big A Store Sign, Coca-Cola 
Clock, Beer Neons, Tobacco Tins, Cigar Cutter, Pipes, Marathon 
Fishing Display Board, Oil Cans, Toys, Tin Wind-up Toys, Trucks, 
Salesman Samples, Oil Lamps, Crocks, Churn, NC+ Belt Buckles, 
Old Lic Plates, 9MM Pistol, Rem 870 Wingmaster 12ga Pump, 
Clarinet,  Furniture & Much More. Indoors, Seating, Restrooms, 
Lunch Available.

i iAUCTION

Air Duct SolutionsAir Duct Solutions
Complete Home

Air Duct Cleaning Service

402-641-6656
Colby VanDerslice • 3110 McKelvie Rd., Seward, NE

airductsolutionsofseward@gmail.com

SERVICES
GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM, & 
BASS LESSONS: Resolve Today 
To Put More Music In Your Life! 
Call and reserve your spot 
today. 402-450-0282 Jim Krutz, 
Seward.

James Campbell • 402-803-9172

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

WENDY’S Premier PAINTING

402-641-6092
Find me on         too!

— and—
Interior Home or Business

Refurbished Furniture

  

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

24/7
Service • Sales
Installation

Commercial/Residential
734 Seward St.

Seward, NE

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Call today to schedule a furnace checkup 

402-643-5711 
dougshvacllc@gmail.com

The City of Friend is selling a 
2013 Chevrolet Police Impala 
No rust or damage 60,000 
miles. Closed bids will be 
taken until January 31st, 2022. 
Highest bid will be accepted 
on February 1st, 2022 at the 
council meeting. Bids need to 
sent to: City of Friend Attn: City 
Clerk, 235 Maple St., Friend, 
NE 68359

Male Maltese Puppy, ready 
1/15. Will have 1st shots. 
Family Raised. Parents on 
site. $1500 obo. Call/text for 
pictures 720-277-1163

FOR RENT
Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971.

LOST & FOUND
Found cat, black & white up by 
Seward High School on Monday 
12/13/2021. Call 402-429-
8223 business cards • banners • invitations • thank-yous • posters • copies 

brochures • letterheads • envelopes • yard signs • note pads • etc.

WE PRINT IT ALL...
402-643-3676 • sewardindependent.com
129 S. 6th St. • P.O. Box 449 • Seward, NE 68434
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The Seward Newspaper Group has an 
opening for a full-time reporter/feature 
writer/photographer. The applicant will 
be responsible for reporting on a range of 
topics, from hard news to features to sports 
with an opportunity to help advance our 
digital footprint.
Taking a big-city newspaper approach to 
community journalism is key to our success.
Our staff is a mixture of experienced 
veterans and young, enthusiastic 
journalists, which makes the Seward 
Newspaper Group a great place for someone 
just out of college or for someone who 
wants to further their journalism skill set. A 
love for small-town living in the Midwest is a 
must for success in this position.
The Seward Newspaper Group is a set 

of weekly newspapers based in Seward, 
covering a two-county area just west of 
Lincoln. Our circulation reaches over 6,500 
homes in our coverage area.
The Seward County Independent has 
been named the top weekly newspaper in 
Nebraska twice and has been serving the 
area for over 130 years. Staff members are 
also consistent award winners in the annual 
Better Newspaper contest through the 
Nebraska Press Association.

Send resume, writing samples and 
potential start date to:
Kevin Zadina, owner
kevinzadina@sewardindependent.com

REPORTER
Full-TimeFull-Time

GRAPHIC
DESIGNER

Full-TimeFull-Time

Graphic Designers Have All the Fun!Graphic Designers Have All the Fun!

Please send resume and potential start date to:
Kevin Zadina, owner  •  kevinzadina@sewardindependent.com

• Is creative
• Has experience in graphic design
• Has an eye for good design
• Knows InDesign and Photoshop
• Has attention to details
• Knows how to have FUN

We are looking for a graphic designer who:

Entrevistas abiertas de  
lunes a viernes 8 am - 4 pm

Aplicar en:
smithfieldfoods.com/cretejobs

NOSOTROS  
ESTAMOS  

CONTRATANDO!

Nuevos Salarios 
Más Altos

Open interviews:
Mon – Fri  8 am - 4 pm

Apply at:
smithfieldfoods.com/cretejobs

WE’RE 
HIRING!
New Higher Wages

!

Smithfield is an EOE, Including Disability/Vets
Smithfield es un empleador que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades, 

lo que incluye a discapacitados y veteranos

SFF-036-CretePostcard-6x4_r2.indd   1SFF-036-CretePostcard-6x4_r2.indd   1 12/7/21   3:46 PM12/7/21   3:46 PM

From house to main, we’re here for all your 
exterior water line, sewer and septic needs.

Licensed & Insured

• Installation
• Repair • Replace
• Emergency Repairs

Jason Butzke
402-643-0726

PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Though snow totals may have fallen short of forecast depths, the cold temperatures and accompanying wind made for an uncomfortable start to the new year weather-wise.

2022 starts with a winter wallop

by Meaghan Stout
design@sewardindependent.com

Welcoming a furry 
family member into 
your home can be a big 
decision. 

It doesn’t always 
work out the way you 
planned it; animals 
are unpredictable. 
That isn’t to say you 
shouldn’t try.

The Blue River Pet 
Rescue has been over-
whelmed by the amount 
of cats and dogs in its 
facility. With little fund-
ing and only one em-
ployee, director Brogan 
Casey, they need more 
people to take a chance 
on a rescue pet.

Alexis Moslander 
adopted Jax, an Aus-
tralian Shepherd, from 
BRPR in late September. 
Though he was listed as 
a purebred, Moslander 
believes he may be a 
mix.

Moslander said Jax 
had no issues adapting 
to his new home or 
getting along with Mo-
slander’s cat.

“It’s a typical cat and 
dog relationship. They 
just leave each other 
alone,” Moslander said.

When asked if she 
would recommend 
adopting from a rescue 
rather than purchasing 
a dog from a breeder, 
Moslander said abso-

lutely.
Richard Hain adopt-

ed a female German 
Shepherd named Mag-
gie in early September 
from the BRPR. After 
a few months of having 
Maggie, Hain said there 
haven’t been any issues.

“At first she was a 
little unsettled, but she 
settled down pretty 
quick. We have found 
that she is just so well-
trained, so obedient. 
Just a really nice dog. 
I mean, we couldn’t 
hardly ask for anything 
better,” Hain said.

Some rescue dogs 
have trouble acclimat-

ing to their new homes 
and families, but Mag-
gie has settled down 
nicely, Hain said. 

Maggie also gets 
along well with the fam-
ily’s pet Corgi, as well 
as any other dog she 
meets. Hain’s wife takes 
Maggie out to the dog 
park in Seward to make 
new friends often.

Not all adoptions 
work out, according 
to Casey. There are a 
couple of dogs who have 
been adopted and then 
surrendered back to the 
shelter. 

A malamute husky 
mix named Moose is 

one of them. After being 
adopted, it was real-

ized that Moose didn’t 
get along with smaller 
animals and he was 
brought back. 

Though Moose was 
not suited to that family, 
Casey hopes that the 
right family will come 
along for each animal. 
The right family just 
needs to be willing to 
take a chance, Casey 

said.
“We need people to 

step up to that plate and 
really take that swing,“ 
Casey said. “What we’re 
trying to do at the end 
of the day is take the 
animals within Seward 
County and find them 
the best situation possi-
ble, however long that 
takes.”

Blue River Pet Rescue seeks the “best situation possible”

COURTESY PHOTO FROM RICHARD AND CAROL HAIN 

Maggie, right, and her new sibling have gotten along great since she was adopted in 
September from the Blue River Pet Rescue.

Remember to support local businesses!
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