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Rachel Borges really 
loves her job. 

She thrives on the 
chaos that comes with 
being an emergency 
911 dispatcher for both 
Seward and York County 
Communication Cen-
ters. 

But nothing in her 
three years in the posi-
tion could prepare her 
for an incident that took 
place on Feb. 12. 

While working alone 
at the Seward center 
that morning, she was 
called for details about 
a person being pulled 
over by Seward County 
Sheriff Deputies Matt 
Wambold and Anthony 
Gann for driving under 
the influence. 

A white, powdery sub-
stance was also found 
and seized at the scene. 

Gann was transport-
ing the driver to the 

Seward County Jail and 
Wambold was handling 
the passenger involved 
when things began to 
change. 

“The thing about 
it was that it was so 
routine,” Borges said. “I 
thought we were waiting 
for a family member to 
pick the (passenger) up 
when I heard (Wambold) 
shout a code for help.” 

Listening entirely 
through the phone, 
Borges heard the person 
get physical with Wam-
bold, prompting him to 
call for backup. 

Borges alerted Gann 
who was driving away 
and although he did turn 
around to help, Gann 
was exposed to the pow-
dery substance and had 
a potentially life-threat-
ening reaction. 

“Suddenly I heard a 
code for an ambulance 
request, so I just started 
getting people there,” 
Borges said. 

She immediately 
notified York County 
deputies and Seward po-
lice officers and medical 
personnel to the scene. 

A York County deputy 
arrived on scene and 
issued Narcan to Gann, 
who was then trans-
ported to the hospital by 
medical services Borges 
sent. 

The incident and 
Borges’s actions prompt-
ed the Seward County 
Board of Commissioners 
to recognize her with a 
commendation award on 
March 2. 

Her husband, best 
friend Samantha Bese-
mer and another co-
worker were in atten-
dance when she received 
the award. 

“It was a pleasant sur-
prise and I’m grateful 
everything worked out 
as it did,” Borges said. 
“I love this and I’d never 
have another job.”

GREG FORBES/SCI

Seward County 911 dispatcher Rachel Borges (center) was recognized during the March 
2 County Board of Commissioners meeting for her actions helping to save a county 
deputy’s life. Also pictured are Seward County Sheriff Mike Vance, left and 911 director 
Andrew Matney, right.

Seward county dispatcher 
honored for life-saving actions 

Mask mandate ends
by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Seward City 
Council last week 
elected to not extend its 
mask mandate, which 
required face coverings 
in public.

The mandate was 
initially put in place in 
December and extended 
until March 3 in Jan-
uary. The council met 
for its regular meeting 
on Tuesday, March 2, a 
day ahead of the sunset 
date and discussed the 
future of the mandate. 

At its Feb. 17 meeting, 
the council considered 
an ordinance to amend 
the city code to remove 
language related to 
mandatory face cover-
ings. The ordinance at 
that meeting failed its 
first reading with five 
votes opposed and three 
in favor. Members of the 
council said they would 
like to see the mandate 
last until its scheduled 
sunset date of March 3. 

However, since the 
ordinance would need 
to go through three 
readings, it remained 
on the table at the 
March 2 meeting. The 
council last Tuesday 
elected to not extend the 
mandate, but instead 
unanimously voted to 
suspend the rules of the 
new ordinance, which 
would then allow them 
to pass the ordinance 
before the three hear-

ings. Following the 
suspension of the rules, 
the council then unani-
mously passed the new 
ordinance, which effec-
tively ended the mask 
mandate in Seward. 

Prior to the votes, 
the council opened the 
discussion to the pub-
lic. Citizen Kristi Ideus 
spoke in favor of lifting 
the mandate, citing 
declining case rates in 
the area. She recounted 
that council members 
at previous meetings 
stated they would like 
to see cases continue to 
drop and would prefer 
to see the mandate run 
until March 3. With the 
sunset date arriving 
and the current risk 
dial at 1.75, Ideus urged 
the council to approve 
the new ordinance. 

“There’s not one 
peer-reviewed study 
that prove masks work 
but there are hundreds 
of peer-reviewed studies 
that prove that masks 
don’t work,” she said. 
“Please respect wishes 
of the business owners 
and citizens that would 
like to see this expire 
and let it sunset.”

Citizen Stephanie 
Rouse said she under-
stands that mask wear-
ing has grown tiring 
but expressed concern 
regarding the repeal 
of the mask mandate. 
Citing recent comments 
by Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-

tion Director Rochelle 
Walensky that pleaded 
with officials to not ease 
on safety precautions, 
Rouse said she would 
like to see the mandate 
continue. 

“We aren’t just a little 
island, we are part of a 
country that has expe-
rienced 500,000 deaths,” 
she said. “Nobody 
thinks it’s fun, but this 
is a bigger fight we’re in 
and we’re trying to beat 
this thing on a national 
level.”

After public com-
ment, some council 
members voiced their 
opinions. Most of the 
council agreed that the 
mandate could be lifted 
now, with the under-
standing that if cases 
start to increase dra-
matically, the council 
could revisit the issue if 
need be. 

“What we did with 
the mask mandate, 
which was requested by 
health officials locally, 
served a good purpose. 
We have seen numbers 
decline,” said council 
member Jessica Kolter-
man. “I’m comfortable 
letting it expire tonight 
with the caveat that if 
we were to see dramatic 
spikes or were to see 
a situation where the 
health department and 
the doctors together 
came back and said they 
were concerned again 
that we would consider 
looking at this again.”

GREG FORBES/SCI

St. John Lutheran School fifth grader Mackenna Wollenburg holds the poster she drew 
that won the Nebraska Missing Children’s Day poster contest, sponsored by the Nebraska 
Attorney General’s Office.

Awareness through art
by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

St. John Lutheran 
School fifth grader 
Mackenna Wollenburg 
used her love of art to 
bring attention to a 
subject that she feels de-
serves more attention.

Wollenburg recent-
ly won the Nebraska 
Missing Children’s Day 
poster contest, which 
is sponsored by the Ne-
braska Attorney Gener-

al’s Office. The contest 
challenges fifth graders 
across the state to bring 
awareness to missing 
children and remind 
parents and guardians 
to hold their children’s 
safety with the upmost 
importance. 

Wollenburg’s piece 
portrays a network of 
children from all walks 
of life and shows how 
this issue is a problem 
in small towns and real 
life. She said she hopes 

that when people see it, 
they better understand 
how many people are 
affected by missing 
children. 

“I want them to see 
that it’s not just one sin-
gle nationality, it’s not 
just white and black, 
it’s everyone,” she said. 
“No matter the child, 
there’s always the risk.”

“We were talking 
about how missing chil-

Variants arrive in Nebraska as 
Seward vaccinations ramp up
by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Four Corners Health 
District Executive Di-
rector Laura McDougall 
had a straightforward 
request for residents as 
two types of COVID-19 
variants were found in 
Nebraska last week. 

“Keep up non-phar-
maceutical interven-
tions, wear a mask, 
socially distance and 
wash your hands,” she 
said. “It’s really import-
ant that if someone has 
been exposed to another 
case or has symptoms 

that they get a test. 
It’s important to keep 
testing so we know what 
we’re dealing with.”

At the bi-weekly Four 
Corners briefing March 
4, McDougall said that 13 
cases of the California 
variant had been detect-
ed, with one case of the 
UK strain. 

McDougall said the 
arrival of the variants in 
Nebraska furthers the 
importance of the vac-
cine. She urged everyone 
who is able to get vacci-
nated in order to limit 
the risk presented by the 
variants. 

“It’s really important 
that if anyone gets the 
vaccine offered, to take 
up that offer and get the 
vaccine,” she said. “The 
less COVID we have 
here, the better.”

Vaccination-wise, 
she said efforts in the 
four-county region con-
tinue to work through 
the 1B group. Through-
out the region, most peo-
ple receiving the vaccine 
are now in the low 70s. 
Staff members of area 
school districts are also 
being registered and 

(continued on page 2)
(continued on page 2)
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JCHealthandLife.org
825 22nd St., Fairbury

Inspiring a Lifetime of Health

Go to the website to apply - 
JCHealthandlife.org/careers

For more information call 
Deb Sutton at 402-729-6843

Are you wishing you had a 
NEW CAREER where

 you could 
HELP PEOPLE?

Would you like to be 
part of a caring and 
compassionate team?

We are looking for 
a few good CNAs!
We will train the right applicants!

Ask us about our new weekend and evening pay!

Benefits include: health 
insurance, pension plan, fitness 
center membership, employee 
wellness program, pharmacy 

discounts and more!

You don’t have to have 
CNA certification to apply 

for these positions!

WELCH

MASONRY
Rich Welch

402-610-6483  Look for us on Facebook!

“ Turning
Crawl Spaces
Into
Living Spaces”

Specializing  in:

• Year-round Basement
   Repair/Replace
• Replace Block

 A+
RATING 

WITH 
THE

Little Brown Box Road Trip
Third Edition is ready!

Contact Liberty House for more info:
patcoldiron@hotmail.com
libertybbantiques.com
402-643-2555

Sunday afternoon
in Seward County,
Nebraska, USA!
Just in time for spring...
The waterfowl migration.
Water, water everywhere. Including the Rainwater Basin, 
starting in Seward County. And more! 

Wollenburg

ART BY MACKENNA WOLLENBURG

Mackenna Wollenburg’s winning poster for the Nebraska 
Missing Children’s Day poster contest shows how children 
of all backgrounds are at risk and highlights the people 
who help prevent incidents. 

dren, it doesn’t matter 
what community they’re 
in and it doesn’t stereo-
type to anybody,” added 
her mother, Anita Foor. 

Along with the snap-
shots of children are 
portraits of influencers 
who are on the front 
lines fighting against 
child abuse and work 
help keep children safe. 

“They’re parents, 
lawyers, police officers, 
social workers and 
teachers,” she said. 

Wollenburg said she 
was aware of the topic of 
missing children ahead 
of project, but working 
on the piece allowed her 
to better understand its 
wide-reaching impact.

“I realized that it’s 
more diverse than I 
thought it was,” she said. 

The project was not 
mandatory, but Wol-
lenburg was notified of 
the project because of 
her love of art and the 
fact that she’s used her 
talents to draw attention 
to the importance of 
diversity. She said she 

was confident in her 
work but still surprised 
to know it was selected 
as the state’s winner. 

“I just got really excit-
ed,” she said. 

Now, her poster will 
go up against the win-
ners from the other 
49 states. If her piece 
is selected as the top 
winner, she will travel 
to Washington, D.C., to 
be honored at the annual 
ceremony in May that 
recognizes National 
Missing Children’s 
Day. The opportunity to 
have her art analyzed 
alongside the best in the 
contest, she said, was 
one she can’t put into 
words. 

“I just can’t explain 
it,” she said. “I am kind 
of nervous.”

If she wins the con-
test, she said she most 
wants to see the cherry 
blossom trees and draw 
the various famous 
scenes for which the na-
tion’s capitol is known. 

The winner is expect-
ed to be announced in 
April.

(continued from 1)

(continued from 1)
scheduled for the shots. 

Mallory Gibreal, com-
munity relations direc-
tor for Memorial Health 
Care Systems, said the 
hospital as of last Thurs-
day had vaccinated 2,200 
people and is currently 
addressing individuals 
in the 70- to 71-year-old 
age range. 

“We’ve been trying to 
get those out as soon as 
they come in,” she said. 
“We hope to get through 
69-year-olds next week.”

Gibreal added that 
MHCS is adjusting 
visitor policies. Now, one 
healthy adult can accom-
pany an individual to 
any type of appointment.

“Whether it’s at the 
ER or the specialty clin-
ic or any of our different 
departments or entities, 
if you have an appoint-
ment and need a support 
person or an accompani-
ment, you are welcome 
to bring those individu-
als,” she said.

She said those visitors 
must be 19 years of age 
or older and must pass a 
temperature check and 
routine health screening 
in order to enter. All vis-
itors must wear masks, 
as well.

Cases in the Four Cor-
ners area continue to de-
crease, McDougall said. 
In the last week, she said 
Four Corners registered 
just 32 new cases. How-
ever, 22 of those cases 
were in Seward County, 
she said. 

“We’re heading in 
the right direction,” she 
said.

Variants Commissioners accept name change 
of  Seward County  Visitors Committee

With the consensus 
of the Seward County 
Commissioners and 
those serving on the 
Seward County Visitors 
Committee, the commit-
tee is now known as the 
Seward County Visitors 
Bureau.

The bureau is active 
in promoting the tour-
ism available in Seward 
County.

The bureau is a 
stand-alone organiza-
tion, but does partner 
with many. It is solely 
funded by lodging taxes 
collected and submitted 
to the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Revenue. 

In the 1980s a law 
was established allow-
ing counties to request 
a certain percentage 
of these taxes to come 
back to each county. 
Clark Kolterman ini-
tially put into place this 
action. 

It does come back 
through the County 

Commissioners, and is 
utilized and marketing 
strategies developed by 
the board of directors 
of the committee (now 
known as the Bureau). 

Members of the board 
are all involved in tour-
ism or lodging and have 
many years of combined 
experience. Members 
are Clark Kolterman, 
Sharon Hambek, Sue 
Imig, Jeanne Wiemer, 
Mary Meyer, Pat Cold-
iron, Doug Brand, 
Phil Bangert and Ken 
Schmeiding. 

The bureau has 
contracted with Me-
gan Koehler with the 
Seward County Cham-
ber and Development 
Partnership for admin-
istrative support and to 
have a contact number. 

The Seward County 
Visitors Bureau pro-
vides many avenues 
for marketing Seward 
County including a web-
site, signage, advertis-

ing in state magazines, 
and provides brochures 
and other material. It 
is also well represented 
with the Nebraska State 
Tourism and other per-
tinent organizations. 

The reasoning for 
this technical change is 
to enhance recognition 
of this entity and estab-
lish an identity for it. 
The members work be-
tween two bureaus who 
each have thousands of 
dollars in funds. 

However, what this 
small group of volun-
teers accomplishes 
for Seward County is 
invaluable and remark-
able. 

Visit the website at 
www.sewardnebraska-
tourism.org and check 
out the Seward County 
Visitors Facebook page 
for more information.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Milford Public School 
is helping people share 
their passions – not just 
students, but teachers, 
too.

To help celebrate 
Career and Techni-
cal Education Month, 
which was February, 
MPS created a CTE ex-
ploration program that 
met seven times during 
February.

Shelly Mowinkel 
and Mallory Gregory, 
teachers at Milford, 
put together seven 
after-school sessions for 
Milford sixth graders.

Gregory said the pro-
gram was a chance to 
dream big and explore a 
variety of areas, “just to 
get exposure to them, to 
get their toes wet.”

Topics covered in-
cluded culinary knife 

skills, photography and 
digital editing, floral 
design, the vinyl t-shirt 
printing process, sew-
ing, woodworking and 
saving and investing.

“It’s a chance to teach 
skills they can use out-
side of school,” Mowin-
kel said.

Students left each 
session with something 
to take home. For exam-
ple, after the knife skills 
workshop, they took 
home a stir-fry kit. They 
made their own floral 
arrangements during 
that session.

As part of the sewing 
session, students made 
quilt blocks to be put 
together into a Quilt of 

Valor. Mowinkel, whose 
mother was a quilter, 
said her father provided 
money for the students 
to have their own sew-
ing kits to take home.

Gregory said she had 
a class do a Quilt of Val-
or at a previous school 
and described it as a 
humbling experience. 
She hopes the students 
who worked on the quilt 
squares get to meet the 
veteran who receives 
the quilt.

Mowinkel said she 
and Gregory found oth-
er presenters to share 
their passions, as well. 

Brandon Mowinkel 
talked to the students 
about photography, and 
Katrina Polk of Friend 
gave the presentation on 
floral design.

Because this was the 
first year for the pro-
gram, Shelly Mowinkel 
and Gregory capped 
participants at 20. Greg-
ory said about half the 
sixth-grade class signed 
up.

The program was 
funded by the anony-
mous donor, who gave 
money to Milford Public 
Schools to be used for 
projects not included in 
the district budget.

The sessions lead 
into the seventh-grade 
exploratory classes, 
Gregory said.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Libbie Reil (at machine) puts together a quilt block 
as, from left, Neliyah Yoder, Brynlee Ficke and Staccia 
Johnson watch her progress Feb. 18. The project was 
offered, in part, to celebrate Career and Technical edu-
cation month

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Annika Hendl, left, helps Lane Jensen get his sewing ma-
chine ready to go during a Career and Technical Education 
program at Milford Feb. 18.

Milford sixth graders build skills to 
celebrate Career and Technical Education

 Program offers students 
a chance to dream big 

and explore a variety of areas



by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Seward High 
School band last week 
added to its already ban-
ner year.

The band last week 
received the Excellence 
in Academic Achieve-
ment Award, given 
by the Nebraska 
State Band-
masters 
Association 
to bands 
that compile 
a cumulative 
3.5 grade point 
average. Director 
Amanda Kenney 
said this is the second 
time in three years the 
band has earned the 
distinction.

Kenney said the 
award is something she 
encourages the band 
members to strive for 
each year.

“We have very, very 
smart kids in our 
program and a lot of 
other band programs 
have that, too,” she said. 
“Many times, student 
musicians are very high 
achievers in all aspects 
of their lives, including 
music, the classroom, 
athletics and in any oth-
er thing they do outside 
of school.”

Kenney added that it 
was especially a point 
of focus this year, as the 
band narrowly missed 
the award in 2020, with a 
GPA of 3.49.

She said the award 
was especially import-
ant this year because 
it showed the band 
members' resilience 
and ability to adapt to 
all the difficulties the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
posed to education.

“All these students 
were involved in online 
learning during the 
fourth quarter (last 
year) and unlike 
some other 
schools, 
the 

grades 
they 

earned during 
on- line learning 
still counted,” she said. 
“Then, they had to come 
back in the fall and try 
to figure out how to do 
school again after hav-
ing so much time away.”

Additionally, Kenney 
herself was also honored 
for her talents, taking 
home a Jack R. Snider 
Outstanding Young 
Band Director Award. 
This year marks her 
fifth year as a band 
director.

The award, named 
after the co-founder 
of the NSBA and the 
Nebraska Marching 
Band Festival, honors 
directors in their third 
through seventh years 
of teaching. Nomina-
tions can be made by a 
variety of individuals, 
including students or 
their parents, fellow di-
rectors, supervisors and 
school administrators. 

SHS vice principal Jill 
Johnson was the prima-
ry nominator.

Looking at the list 
of previous recipients, 
Kenney said she's 
humbled to now be 
mentioned in the same 
sentence as band di-

rectors who made a 
significant impact on 

music statewide and 
nationally.

“What it 
means to me is 

a chance to be 
recognized 

among my 
colleagues 
and band 

directors in 
Nebraska for the 

work I've been doing 
specifically at Seward,” 
she said. “The awards 
chairperson, Steve Stea-
ger, summed it up that 
when you look at the 
list of people who have 
received this award, 
it's a who's who of band 
directors in Nebraska. 
To be considered among 
them really is an honor.”

With the award in 
hand, Kenney said 
she's more motivated 
than ever to continue to 
shape young musicians 
and use her knowledge 
to influence the next 
round of professionals 
in the music industry.

“What I'd like to do is 
continue doing a lot of 
things that I'm already 
doing, get more students 
involved in the pro-
gram and continuing to 
recognize that our band 
program is an open and 
welcoming place to be 
where students can have 
a lot of enjoyment and 
fulfillment performing 
music with other stu-
dents,” she said.
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MOVIE LISTINGS
Rivoli Theatre

March 12–14

Thank you!

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri & Sat: 4–8 p.m.
rivoliseward.com

Raya & the Last Dragon

Fri, Sat & Sun: 7 p.m.
Matinee Sat & Sun: 4:45 p.m.

Tom and Jerry PG
101 mins.

Regular Ticket Prices

PG
114 mins.

Fri, Sat & Sun: 6:45 p.m.
Matinee Sat & Sun: 4 p.m.

“LAND”
back soon!

$100 Computer Cleanup

Introductory Special!

Lim
ited tim

e from now till
 March 15, 2021.

http
s://www.facebook.com/affordaproit

Contact us at help@affordaproit.c
om

or call u
s at 402-327-1155.

111 N. 3rd St., Ste. 2 • Seward, NE 
402-643-6054 • campbellcleaning.com

Local & Veteran-Owned

CARPET CLEANING
* Cleaning for Health
and Maintenance *

What’s hiding in your business?

Commercial Janitorial 
Cleaning
Commercial & Residential 
Carpet Cleaning
Rug Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning
Odor Control
Tile Restoration
Water Damage Cleanup
Construction Cleanup
Move-outs

Commercial / Residential Cleaning Services

Seward High band, director 
earn awards for excellence

GREG FORBES/SCI

Seward High School band director Amanda Kenney reads notes from a song the wind 
ensemble was about to perform at the Seward Music Department's instrumental con-
cert Monday, March 1. Kenney recently was named as a Nebraska State Bandmaster's 
Association Jack R. Snider Young Band Director Award winner. 

GREG FORBES

The Seward Middle School eighth grade band performed three songs at the Seward 
Music Department instrumental concert "Never Stop Looking Up" on Monday, March 1. 

SHS band performs spring concert

GREG FORBES/SCI

The Seward High School symphonic band performed a series of songs at the Seward 
Music Department's instrumental concert Monday, March 1. 

GREG FORBES/SCI

The Seward High School wind ensemble led off the Seward Music Department's instru-
mental concert on Monday, March 1. 

Mark your calendar
and mark ours, too.

You can be part of  the

Seward County Community Calendar

Go to www.sewardindependent.com,
click on “Calendar” and “Post your event.”

HaveHave
somethingsomething
to celebrate?to celebrate?
Announce your
special event in the 

Seward County 
Independent. You can 

have fun with that 
special someone’s birthday, 

anniversary, baby 
announcement, 

note of thanks 
or special
occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
402-643-3676

or email
office@ 

sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska

402-643-3676

Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in
the Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

baby announcement,  note of thanks 
or special occasion with a personal 
ad. Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

Announce Your Special Events, 
Anniversaries, Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in the 
Seward County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676

Celebrating?
Announce your special event in the 

Seward County Independent. You can have 
fun with that special someone’s birthday,  
anniversary, baby announcement,  note of 
thanks or special occasion with a personal 

ad. Call 402-643-3676 or email
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434

AnnounceAnnounce
Anniversaries,Anniversaries, 
Graduations,Graduations, 

Birthdays,Birthdays,
& more in the & more in the 

SewardSeward 
CountyCounty 

Independent.Independent.
402-643-3676402-643-3676

Announce Your
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in 
the Seward County 

Independent
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-3676
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by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Last week, you may have no-
ticed a (lengthy) article that was 
prefaced with the 
promise of a weekly 
story reflecting on a 
year in COVID from 
a different perspec-
tive.

I assure you, that 
was the plan. But 
as the saying goes, 
“the best-laid plans 
of mice and men 
often go awry.”

I can't say too 
much about the mice in this 
situation, but it's true for the hu-
mans. Thanks to a number of fac-
tors, this week's planned COVID 
reflection story did not happen. 
This became a growing realiza-

tion throughout last week and 
eventually, we just had to cut bait 
and plan to continue the series 
next week. I'm sure many, if not 
all, of you know the frustration 
that comes with the unsettling 
feeling that plans aren't going 
to happen as you had hoped. It's 
part of the human experience.

We assure our readers who 
were looking forward to part two 
of the series that it is coming, 
just not as soon as we had hoped. 
We also promise you, our read-
ers, that this delay was neces-
sary in order to produce a piece 
that did justice to the story itself 
and the sources we interview.

This is an intensive, involved 
series that we feel ranks at the 
top of importance. Everyone was 
impacted by the events of the last 
year. Everyone's story matters as 
much as each other's. It would be 

a disservice for those particular 
voices if we rush any part of this 
series in the name of putting a 
story in the paper.

While you wait for part two, 
we would like to ask for your 
help. If you own a business, run 
an organization or event, teach, 
care for the sick and elderly or 
just have a story that shows the 
human side of the pandemic, 
we would like to hear it. Tell us 
about the last vacation you went 
on or the last concert you attend-
ed. Tell us how you had a new 
grandchild born and had to meet 
him or her in nontraditional 
ways for the first time. Or better 
yet, tell us what you hope to do 
once the pandemic clears. Email 
editor@sewardindependent.com 
or call (402) 643-3676 with a story 
you think would make a good 
addition to this series.
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Now we want to know:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

We asked you:

Sen. 
Mark 

Kolterman

What is your favorite season? 

Spring 1   Winter 0

Summer 3   Fall 7 

 If you could travel anywhere, where would 
you go? 

International 

Somewhere warm

Somewhere cold

Not me, staying home 

Vote online at sewardindependent.com or on 
our Facebook page. Results will be published in 
next week’s issue. 

Greg
Forbes

managing 
editor

Best laid plans of mice and men

by Sen. Mark Kolterman
District 24

This week, I’d like 
to highlight another 
important 
piece of 
legisla-
tion that 
I intro-
duced this 
legislative 
session 
that will 
help fill 
a serious 
gap in 
the state’s procurement 
process. I introduced LB 
61 which will provide 
a formal protest proce-
dure for state contracts 
exceeding $10 million 
which was heard in the 
Government, Military, 
and Veterans Affairs 
Committee on March 4.

Currently, Nebraska 
law does not provide an 
express right of judicial 
review of an agency 
award decision. The 
current appeal process 

is very limited, allowing 
a disappointed vendor 
to write a protest letter 
and a meeting with the 
Director of the Depart-
ment of Administrative 
Services. Following the 
meeting, the director 
will make the final deci-
sion. This puts Nebraska 
at a disadvantage.

LB 21 would allow for 
an unsuccessful ven-
dor to protest an award 
decision, and within 60 
days of receipt of the pro-
test, the Department of 
Administrative Services 
will hold a hearing. Af-
ter the decision is made, 
any party to the decision 
could then appeal the 
decision to court.

Without judicial re-
view of procurement de-
cisions, this puts Nebras-
ka at a disadvantage. 
Over half of all states 
and the United States 
Government provide 
for a judicial review of 
procurement decisions. 

During the hearing, the 
committee heard testi-
mony that without an 
appeal process which 
includes judicial review, 
many companies are 
being dissuaded from 
investing in Nebraska. 
LB 21 will show vendors 
that they will be treated 
fairly during an appeals 
process and would give 
them certainty that 
errors in the process can 
be corrected.

Time after time, we 
receive news that a state 
contract has been ter-
minated after millions 
of dollars in state funds 
have been spent due to 
the vendor not being 
able to complete its 
work. The most recent 
was in December when 
contracts with two tech-
nology companies were 
terminated. The two 
contracts were termi-
nated after $12 million 
of state tax money was 
spent.

This is not the only 
example. In 2007, the 
State awarded a $50 
million contract to a 
Medicaid Management 
Information System 
project to a company 
with 75 employees even 
though a larger compa-
ny with 20,000 employees 
and a history of complet-
ing similar projects also 
bid. After the contract 
was awarded, the con-
tract was terminated 
when the State found out 
that the smaller compa-
ny wouldn’t be able to 
complete the contract, 
costing the state $7 mil-
lion in tax dollars.

A recent contract 
failure, that being the 
contract that was award-
ed to Saint Francis to 
provide child welfare 
services in Douglas and 
Sarpy counties, is the 
most egregious example 
of why we need this leg-
islation. Saint Francis 
submitted an unreason-
ably low bid to win the 
award, and returned to 
the state less than two 
years later to ask for 
more funds than what 
competing bidders were 

requesting to provide 
these same services 
and the Department 
of Health and Human 
Services rewarded Saint 
Francis for doing so.

This sloppy, misman-
aged procurement for 
child welfare services, 
which did not follow the 
Department of Admin-
istrative Services' own 
procurement manual, 
RFP or Nebraska law, 
puts the children of 
Nebraska at risk. All of 
these issues would have 
been discovered by an 
independent third-party 
review of the procure-
ment decision that 
allows for discovery, 
depositions and judicial 
review.

I look forward to 
working with the Gov-
ernment, Military, 
and Veterans Affairs 
Committee to advance 
this important piece of 
legislation to help make 
the state’s procurement 
process more fair and 
transparent in order to 
save the state, and most 
importantly, the tax-
payer, their tax dollars. 
While allowing for ju-

ridical review may slow 
down the procurement 
process slightly, these 
are contracts that cost 
our taxpayers tens of 
millions of dollars and 
could put our most vul-
nerable citizens at risk, 
and it is better to do 
things correctly rather 
to do them fast.

As always, if we can 
be of assistance to you 
in any way, please do 
not hesitate to contact 
my office. My door is 
open and I have made it 
a goal to be accessible 
to the constituents of 
our district. Please stop 
by any time. My e-mail 
address is mkolterman@
leg.ne.gov, and the office 
phone number is (402) 
471-2756. Tyler and Katie 
are always available 
to assist you with your 
needs. If I am not imme-
diately available, please 
do not hesitate to work 
with them to address 
any issues that you may 
need assistance. Please 
continue to follow me on 
Facebook at Kolterman 
for Legislature and on 
Twitter at @Kolterman-
forLegislature.

LB 61 would allow formal protest procedure for large state contracts

Team effort 
deserves praise

I want to share with 
your readership the 
scenes I saw play out 
this week at the Ag 
Pavilion in Seward. I 
was taking my dear 
friend and World War II 
veteran, Ralph Hansen, 
to get his second COVID 
vaccination shot and I 
witnessed something I 
wanted to share. As a 
veteran also, this makes 
me really proud.

The weather on the 
day was cool and windy 

down at the county fair-
grounds. The group that 
was being vaccinated 
was quite elderly (Ralph 
is 95). I parked as close 
as I could and helped 
him walk up to the front 
door. The members of 
the Nebraska National 
Guard were on hand to 
assist in helping others 
to the door and into 
the Ag Pavilion. After 
I handed Ralph off to 
a soldier, I went back 
to the car to wait for 
him to get his shot. I 
witnessed this care and 
love for our elderly as 
they arrived for their 

vaccinations. Holding 
hands with strangers 
and helping them walk 
(slowly) to the awaiting 
medical personnel. Not 
only were the Nebraska 
National Guard soldiers 
and airmen fantastic but 
the medical staff and 
Ag Pavilion crew were 
outstanding. What a 
great team effort! Makes 
you proud to be a veter-
an and a member of the 
community.

Gerald D. “Jerry” 
Meyer

Colonel (retired)
NENG Historian

Letter to the Editor

Correction
Dylan Nissen, right, and 
teacher Leah Pankoke watch 
as Johnathan Hoops reads 
through the script before 
a recent taping of Bronco 
News. Dylan was misidenti-
fied in the March 3 Indepen-
dent. He is also a junior, not 
a sophomore.
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Renee Coufal ('20)
Dixie Zabka ('19)

Joanie Tanderup ('18)
Carla Ketner ('17)

+Suzanne Kolterman+ ('16)
Nancy Velder ('15)

In honor of Women’s History Month, we’d like to recognize our 
past Women in Business Award recipients:

Air Force | Army | Assurity | Awe Salon | Bell Chiropractic | Cattle Bank & Trust | Cobblestone Hotel & Suites 

Edward Jones Investments | Gabriel, Burger & Else | Hackbart Chiropractic | Hughes Brothers | Jones Bank 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund | Memorial Health Care Systems | Runza | Sandhills Global | Seward Smiles 

Sid Dillon–Crete, Inc. | Suhr & Lichty Insurance Agency | Volzke Funeral Home | Walmart | Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home

Mary Schluckebier (‘14)
Lou Anne Mueri ('13)

Lucy Bennett ('12)
Pat Coldiron ('11)

Julie Wisehart ('10)
Becky Vahle ('09)

Helen Fliege (‘08)
+Marian Fosler+ ('08)
Shirley Liesener ('08)

Bonnie Elwell ('07)
Trish Johnson ('06)
Barb Springer ('05)

+Lucille Duerr-Gaibler+ ('04)

The 2021 Women In Business Luncheon is postponed, but please join us Friday, 
March 25, 2022, where we will recognize Renee Coufal!

C O N C O R D I A ' S  A N N U A L  W O M E N  I N  B U S I N E S S  L U N C H E O N  I S  M A D E  P O S S I B L E  B Y :

COURTESY PHOTO

Jones Bank recently presented Our Redeemer Ministry Center with a check for $5,000 for 
its annual gala. Pictured are, from left: Gary Ayres, Nancy Cradick, Michelle Spahr, Derek 
Tesinsky, Harlan Anson, principal of Our Redeemer Lutheran School, Diane Holtorf, Sandy 
Wright, Jim Kremer, Jill Kruse, Shawn Kitzing, pastor of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Angie Fuller and Rick Gray.

COURTESY PHOTO

Jones Bank contributed $10,000 to Seward Elementary School and Seward Public Schools 
for the new playground project at the elementary school. Pictured are, from left: Christy 
Schegg, SES nurse and PTO, Katie Wergin, mortgage loan processor at Jones Bank, Derek 
Tesinsky, AVP/loan officer at Jones Bank, Dr. Josh Fields, Seward superintendent, Jessica 
Dominy, SES principal, Rick Gray, commercial lender/business development officer at 
Jones Bank, Samantha Zegers, customer service representative at Jones Bank, and Megan 
Burkey, bookkeeper and electronic banking specialist at Jones Bank. 

Jones Bank gives donations to help Seward community 

CPS gets pepped up 
for state!

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Asia Nisly, left, eats her cookie as Kailey Ziegler tries to get a cookie from her forehead to her mouth without 
using her hands during a pep rally March 1. The two are seniors at Centennial and members of the girls' basketball 
team that qualified for state.

Left: Centennial girls’ basketball coach Jake Polk addresses the student body during a pep rally March 1 at CHS. The 
Broncos qualified for the state basketball tournament.
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MakingSENSEof keepingCENTSin ourcommunity!

SHOP Seward
Support SEWARD

3269 Progressive Ave. • Seward 
402-643-4977

Hours: M–F 7:30–5; Sat. 7:30–12

YOUR BUSINESS 
FEATURED HERE

Call 402-643-3676
129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE

402-643-3676 
sewardindependent.com

Your Path to Possible
Beatrice   Lincoln   Milford   Online

www.southeast.edu

Think LOCAL
SUPPORT YOUR
NEIGHBORS!

Janitorial Services
Commercial / Residential Carpet Cleaning

Veteran-owned

111 North 3rd Street, Suite 2 • Seward
402-643-6054 • campbellcleaning.com

Since 1968

ehlerstv@ehlerstv.com • www.ehlerstv.com

DISH • Cell Phone Boosters • Security Cameras • HD TVs
Truck Accessories • Remote Starters • Home & Car Stereos

Internet Solutions • Smart Home Accessories

321 Jackson Ave. 
Seward, NE
402-643-2560

HOURS
    Monday–Friday 7:30 a.m.–5:15 p.m.

Roger Gamble

222 S. 5th St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-6669 
www.rginvestments.biz

www.choosescc.com

      Livestock Management  Radiologic Technology         Diesel Technology-Truck
                            Beatrice Campus         Lincoln Campus              Milford Campus

Your Path to Possible!

THROUGH 
MARCH 25

Art show submissions 
on display
 Artwork from Seward County 
students in grades K-12 is on display 
in the Annual Art Show sponsored by 
the Seward Junior Women’s Club and 
the Seward Women’s Club. Artwork 
will be on display at the Seward Civic 
Center through March 25. For questions, 
contact Kitty Vacha at kittyvacha@gmail.
com. Awards will be done through a 
virtual presentation.

Genealogical Society 
looks for resources
 As the weather gets nicer, some 
thoughts start turning to spring clean-
ing. When going through items that 
have piled up, remember the Seward 
County Genealogical Society. The group 
assists both area residents and research-
ers from across the country seeking 
information on their Seward County 
ancestors. While many resources are 
available, old yearbooks, high school 
newspapers, telephone books, church 
directories, organization histories, 
scrapbooks and family and business 
photographs are always welcome. If 
the photographs are keepsakes, we can 
digitize and return them.
 Recent acquisitions include copies 
of the Blue Jay Buzz from 1945, “Dawes 
Roll ‘Plus,’” an 1899 Hell’s Corner school 
photo and early Seward Cemetery 
ledgers.
 The Society meets every Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the base-
ment of the Civic Center. Feel free to 
stop by or contact Sally Viets, (402) 641-
0818, or Joan Shurtliff, (402) 641-9028.

MARCH
Library hosts Pre-
Three Story Time
 During the month of March, Seward 
Memorial Library will host a Pre-Three 
Story Time. Families with children who 
are under age 3 are invited to come 
on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 
a.m. - 11 a.m. for 30 minutes of stories, 
songs and activities. The first Story Time 
is March 3 and registration is required. 
Masks and social distancing will be 
practiced.

After school movies 
play during March
 During March, Seward Memorial 
Library will host Afterschool Movies on 
Thursdays for children in kindergarten 
through fourth grade. Children must 
register to attend the movie. Masks are 
required. No snacks will be provided 
during the movie. Seating is limited. Ti-
tles will be online as well as the length 
of the movie. All movies begin at 3:45 
p.m. Register at www.sewardlibrary.org/
after-school. 

 MARCH 12
Our Redeemer plans 
gala
 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church and 
School will host their 2021 gala Friday, 
March 12, from 5 to 11 p.m. at the 
Seward County Ag Pavilion. The event is 
a fundraiser for the new ministry center. 
More information is available on the 
church’s Facebook page.

MARCH 18
Committee sets meet-
ing
 The monthly meeting of the Seward 
Fourth of July Celebration Committee 
will be Thursday, March 18, at 7 p.m. at 
the Seward Civic Center at 616 Bradford 
Street, in Seward in the West Fireplace 
room. The meeting is to plan and orga-
nize the 2021 Fourth of July Celebration 
and select honorees and committee 
chair. Volunteers are welcome and the 
meeting is open to the public. For more 
information, contact Clark Kolterman at 
clark.kolterman@sewardschools.org

MARCH 26
Save the date and 
study up
 The 11th annual PTL Trivia Night has 
been moved to Friday, March 26, at the 
Seward County Ag Pavilion. Doors open 
at 5:45 p.m. and trivia starts at 7:15 
p.m. The team with the most correct 
trivia answers wins $400; second place 
wins $200. All proceeds will benefit the 
children of St. John. Cost is $200 per 
table of eight players, and must be paid 
in advance. You may register your team 
at http://www.tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia. 
The event will follow public gathering 
guidelines from Four Corners Health 
Department. Participants will be asked 
to wear masks. For more information, 
email stjohntrivia@gmail.com or call 
Michelle Meyer at (402) 219-3008. Also, 
contact Meyer to be a corporate or 
memorial sponsor for a team or trivia 
round.

THURSDAYS
Family history ques-
tions? Society can 
help
 The Seward County Genealogical 
Society meets every Thursday from 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. downstairs at the Civic 
Center.

TOPS meets weekly
 Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a nonprof-
it weight management organization, 
meets every Thursday in the Audio-Vi-
sual Room at the Seward Civic Center. 
Weigh-in starts at 11:15 a.m., with 
meetings from noon to 12:30 p.m. The 
first meeting is free. Masks are worn 
and social distancing is practiced.

Area events 
happening soon 

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

On March 17, 2020, the Nebraska 
National Guard Museum closed its 
doors in response to the outbreak of 
COVID-19. It remained fully shut-
tered until June 12 with mitigation 
procedures in place.

With the drastic reduction of 
patrons visiting the museum in 2020, 
it wasn’t a complete loss. The facility 
was able to add an additional exhibit 
and modify an existing room during 
the pandemic. 

The pandemic caused a dramatic 
shift in how the museum handles 
patron flow and prevention of expo-
sure to the virus. Large gatherings, 
which were a norm in previous 
years, were nonexistent or were 
virtual.

Just like everyone, the NENG 
Museum had to adapt to the chang-
ing requirements to be safe. We went 
from record crowds in 2019 to the 
worse attendance we’ve ever had 
since 1979 (year the museum was 
founded).

The biggest financial hit on the 
museum was the Gift Shop. During 
Airborne Day 2020, we were able to 
sell off our Airborne merchandise 
and were given COVID assistance 
funds to restock the shelves. This 

allowed the Gift Shop to be fully 
stocked and ready for patrons to 
visit and shop in the future.

The new amphitheater was 
utilized to produce several virtual 
concerts for people to enjoy online. 

A lot of classes that usually visit 
the museum were cancelled. Sum-
mer classes were also cancelled. 
Outreach events such as the annual 
Run to St. Lo 5K and others were 
cancelled. 

During the pandemic, the muse-
um staff continued to work on new 
exhibits and rooms. The newest 
exhibit to the facility is “Nebraska’s 
Women Warriors.” It features arti-
facts and interviews with women 

who have served the organization 
since the early 1970’s. It is set to be 
dedicated on July 4, 2021.

The other large exhibit is the 
Weapons Display Room. The NENG 
facilities director and staff invest-
ed a lot of resources into the room 
during the pandemic. The new 
cherry wood cabinets, lighting, car-
peting, etc. have made this one of the 
most popular rooms in the museum. 
The collection has been moved out 
of the vault into the highly secure 
room. The NENG Historical Society 
raised $25,000 to assist with signage, 
storyboards and displays in the 
room. It is tentatively set for dedica-
tion this summer. 

Several other large projects are 
in the works at the museum. The 
adding of air handlers and computer 
technology to the Cornrow to Hedge-
row 4D Experience are still being 
considered. A $100,000 grant was 
prepared and the process was met 
with a denial of funds. Other grants 
are being considered to support this 
addition. The exhibit is our corner-
stone display to the heroics of our 
NENG World War II veterans. 

Several early guard exhibits are 
being set up for the future. The first 
is the Nebraska National Guard in 
the Civil War exhibit. It features a 
full scale artillery piece and horses. 
It will focus on the units of the terri-
tory (1st Nebraska and Curtis Horse 
– Cavalry) and the legacy of artillery 
in the NENG. This $25,000 exhibit 
will feature numerous life like man-

nequins and images on display. Set 
to be dedicated on the 160th anniver-
sary of the victory at Fort Donelson 
in February, 2022.

One of the newest exhibits is to 
Sgt. Mad Bear of the NENG’s Paw-
nee Scouts. In 1869 during a battle 
in southwest Nebraska, his valor 
was rewarded with him receiving 
the Medal of Honor. He was a Paw-
nee from around Columbus and the 
first Native American to receive 
the award. This exhibit is in the 
planning stage and many ideas have 
been considered. 

The museum has been able to 
weather the pandemic and continue 
to build and secure funds to man-
ufacture exhibits. As the pandem-
ic runs its course, the Nebraska 
National Guard Museum is ready 
to go forth again with its outreach 
programs and events pre-COVID.

If you can assist the museum with 
future exhibits, consider a financial 
contribution: NENG Museum, Attn: 
Exhibits, 201 N. 8th St., Seward, NE 
68434. The NENG Historical Society 
is a 501(c)3 organization. 

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

As the utility billing 
customer service repre-
sentative for the City of 
Seward for the past 28 
years, Ronda Baumbach's 
knowledge of Seward 
homes is vast, but she 
still appreciates a specif-
ic address from custom-
ers.

“We joke about the 
'pink house on the 
corner' a lot,” she said. 
“We get people who call 
the office and give us 
an order and instead of 
an address, they'll say 
something like, 'We're 
at the pink house on the 
corner.' We need a specif-
ic address.”

However, with her 
April 4 retirement 
approaching, the “pink 
house on the corner” puz-
zles will be less frequent 
for her.

“I'm really going to 
miss the people I work 
with, the public and 
always knowing what's 
going on with the city,” 
she said. “I'm just going 
to miss being down there 
where everything is hap-
pening.”

Baumbach, a Seward 
native, first came to the 
utilities department in 
1988 as a part-time clerk 
in the utility billing 
office to supplement a 
part-time job at Johnson's 
Cafe, which her parents 
owned at the time.

Johnson came into her 
current position in 1992 
and said it was the oppor-
tunity to work with the 
public and help the City 
of Seward to provide the 
best possible customer 
service that kept her in 
the position to this year.

“I enjoyed the people 
that I worked with and I 
enjoyed working with the 

public,” she said. “Over 
the years, the one thing 
I think the city needs to 
be most proud of is, we do 
have good customer ser-
vice. You're able to just 
walk in and pay your bill 
and we're just a phone 
call away.”

Baumbach said that 
while her focus on 
customer service never 
changed, the position 
did come with consistent 
adjustments over the 
years, particularly from 
a technology standpoint. 
She said she's seen meter 
reading go from manu-
al recording to digital 
and billing transition to 
email.

“The city really tries 
to stay on top of that 
because it's going at such 
a fast pace,” she said.

Baumbach said she 
hasn't quite determined 
how she'll fill her time in 
retirement but knows it'll 
involve the outdoors and 
some leisure. One defi-
nite thing she said that 
won't change in retire-
ment is her love for the 
city she's called her home 
for her entire life and her 
employer for the past 33 
years.

“It's just a good place 
to raise kids,” she said. 
“Seward is a growing 
community and has so 
much to offer.”

Baumbach says goodbye 
after 32 years with city

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Seward City 
Council approved two 
items to help hire a 
new city clerk/human 
resources director for 
the City of Seward at its 
March 2 meeting.

The council first 
unanimously approved 
an updated job descrip-
tion for the position. 
Seward City Admin-
istrator Greg Butcher 
said it refreshed the 
job description since 
the last time the posi-
tion was open. He said 
updated a job descrip-
tion is standard when 
the city looks to fill a 
position.

“Every time we have 
a transition, we look 
at job descriptions to 
see if what's listed is 
accurate, remove items 
that aren't handled by 

that position and add 
new items if needed,” 
he said.

The second item was 
to change the title on 
the pay plan to more 
accurately reflect the 
position.

The updates are 
necessary because the 
city is looking to fill 
the position, as current 
City Clerk Bonnie Otte 
will retire in April.

Butcher said the po-
sition has been adver-
tised and applications 
will be received shortly. 
He said he and Mayor 
Josh Eickmeier will 
look through applica-
tions and select a team 
to conduct interviews. 
The council will then 
ultimately approve the 
candidate. Butcher said 
the city ideally hopes to 
have the position filled 
within a month.

Council takes steps to 
fill clerk's position

The Seward County Historical Society Museum in 
Goehner also faced challenges during the summer of 
2020. The museum is usually open from May through 
October but did not open until June in 2020.

It was able to maintain its regular hours on Thurs-
days and Sundays with volunteers manning the desk, 
social distancing encouraged and sterilizing done reg-

ularly. The Chippewa Northern Railroad, a miniature 
steam railway at the museum, did not run its regular 
hours.

The museum did host its annual car show the first 
weekend in October and had good turnout.

It plans to open for the summer Sunday, May 2.

Pandemic closes doors but museums continue to expand offerings

COURTESY PHOTO

The new NENG in the Civil War exhibit is starting to come together. The artillery pieces 
and horses will be the centerpiece of an $25,000 exhibit to be dedicated in February 
2022 for the 160th anniversary of the victory at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, in the Civil 
War. COURTESY PHOTO

The NENG Amphitheater received a portable stage to allow for better viewing of entertainers. The gift was from Becky and Van 
Vahle of Seward. They along with many other donors continued to support the museum to build out areas for the future return 
of patrons post-COVID. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The new Weapons Display Room is being built out at the Nebraska National Guard 
Museum in Seward. The state-of-the-art room features custom cherry wood cabi-
nets, monitors, storyboards and displays. One of the cabinets is dedicated to Gary 
Anderson, two-time Olympic gold medalist and member of the NENG. The room is 
set to be dedicated this summer.

COURTESY PHOTO

Female veterans of the Nebraska National Guard check out the progress on the Nebraska’s 
Women Warriors exhibit at the NENG Museum. The new exhibit features artifacts and 
interviews of former members of the organization. It is set to be dedicated on July 4, 2021.

County museum adjusts for covid

Support the local museums this summer.

HaveHave
somethingsomething
to celebrate?to celebrate?
Announce your
special event in the 

Seward County 
Independent. You can 

have fun with that 
special someone’s birthday, 

anniversary, baby 
announcement, 

note of thanks 
or special
occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
   402-643-3676
or email

subscriptions@
sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska

402-643-3676

Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in the 
Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary,

baby announcement, note of thanks
or special occasion with a personal ad. 
Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 

office@sewardindependent.com.
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Birthdays, etc in the 
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Seward County Independent. You can have 
fun with that special someone’s birthday,  
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Obituaries

Donald “Don” L. Freeman
Dec. 1, 1935 – March 5, 2021

Donald “Don” L. Freeman, 85, of Seward passed 
away March 5, 2021. He was born Dec. 1, 1935, in 
Milford to Louis and 
Amanda Freeman.

Don is preceded in 
death by his wife, Car-
ol; parents, Louis and 
Amanda; and brother, 
Virgil; and Holli Rigby.

He is survived by his 
children, Cheryl Stolten-
berg of Indianapolis, In-
diana, Scott Freeman of 
Spencer, Iowa, Steve and 
Julie Freeman of Ben-
tonville, Arkansas, and 
Alan and Kristin Free-
man of Saint Charles, 
Missouri; grandchildren, 
Tony and Ashley Ben-
nett, Patrick and Lacey Bennett, Kelley and Cory 
Collins, Sean Stoltenberg, Tyler and Justine Patsch, 
Jake Freeman, Ryan Freeman, Hunter Freeman, 
Matthew Freeman, Connor Freeman, Holly Free-
man and Sammy Freeman; 10 great-grandchildren; 
long-time companion, Sherry Rigby and her daugh-
ter, Shelley Rigby; one step-brother; four step-sis-
ters; many nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Visitation is from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 12, at 
Volzke Funeral Home in Seward. A funeral ser-
vice is at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 13, at St. John 
Lutheran Church in Seward with interment at the 
Seward Cemetery. Condolences may be left for the 
family at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Patricia A. Turner
May 7, 1937 –  March 3, 2021

Patricia Ann Turner was born May 7, 1937, in 
Boelus to Edwin Hubert and Mary (Kwiatkowski) 
Jolkowski and passed 
away March 3, 2021, in 
Lincoln at the age of 83 
years, 9 months and 24 
days. Pat grew up on the 
family farm near Boe-
lus. She attended and 
graduated from Boelus 
High School with the 
Class of 1955. She then 
attended Grand Island 
Beauty School.

On April 23, 1960, Pat 
was united in mar-
riage to Henry “Bud” 
L. Turner in Hastings. 
She worked at a beau-
ty salon for several years before the couple began 
having children. Pat then opened her own shop in 
her home.

In 1966, the couple moved to Lincoln when Bud 
was transferred with Burlington Northern Rail-
road. They moved back to Hastings in 1970 where 
they began remodeling houses. Never one to sit 
still, Pat worked on the plaster board and painting 
of the interior. This was the beginning of Turner 
Construction which they owned and operated from 
1970-1976. Pat also worked at Golden Corral for 
several years. The couple had lived in Hansen for 
several years before moving to Bee in 2006. After 
their retirement, they enjoyed being camp host in 
several Nebraska parks; the last was at Branched 
Oak for two seasons. Pat was very active at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church, where she helped 
with many funeral lunches. She also worked at Lou 
and Mary Anne’s Bar for several years. Pat loved 
her family, working outdoors in her vegetable and 
flower garden, crocheting and other crafts. Pat gen-
uinely loved people and helping them. Her pleasant 
demeanor and smile will be missed.

She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Bud (2011); and two brothers, Willy and Jerry 
Jolkowski.

Survivors cherishing Pat’s memory include her 
three children, Brian and wife, Sherry Turner, 
Omaha, Ken Turner, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
Stephanie and husband, Brad Mensik, Lincoln; six 
grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; sister, 
Rose Cyborn, Grand Island; and brother-in-law, 
Bruce Turner, Kansas. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was March 10 at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church in Bee with intern-
ment at Westlawn Cemetery in Grand Island. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are suggest-
ed to the church or to Masses. Condolences may be 
left for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

Antoinette “Toni Sue” S. Bohac
Sept. 9, 1949 – March 3, 2021

Antoinette “Toni Sue” Susan (Valenti) Bohac 
was born Sept. 9, 1949, in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
to Anthony and Mary 
Kathryn (Rausch) 
Valenti and passed 
away March 3, 2021, in 
Lincoln, at the age of 
71 years, 5 months and 
22 days. Toni’s folks 
were split up and she 
lived between Omaha 
and Arkansas until the 
age of 5. Toni attended 
grade school in Omaha 
from K-sixth grade, 
Garland school from 
seventh-ninth grade 
and Seward school from 
10th-12th grade.

One summer while putting up hay, she went to 
unload with a farmer (Leo Fiedler) from Gar-
land. His wife, Antonette, had heart issues and 
he asked if she wanted to stay the summer. Toni 
stayed and when the summer was up, they asked 
if she wanted to stay forever. She chose to stay 
forever and they treated her so well. She was so 
grateful for that opportunity.

In 1965, Toni met Richard (the love of her life) 
and they dated for two years. Toni had to wait un-
til she was 18 to get married and on Sept. 23, 1967, 
they were married at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church in Seward and to this union four children 
were born. They lived in Omaha for four years 
and then moved to Garland where they spent the 
rest of their lives together.

Toni was a stay-at-home mom for 36 years. She 
worked at Walker Manufacturing for six months. 
Toni ran an in-home daycare for 30 years. She 
was well known for her love of baking and en-
joyed making all things such as wedding cakes, 
graduation cakes, kolaches, rolls, pies and many 
more items too numerous to name. Her special-
ties also included fried chicken, pan pies and noo-
dles. She always made sure everyone had enough 
to eat and nobody left hungry.

Toni had a heart of gold. She enjoyed crochet-
ing many afghans, scarves and stocking caps. 
Toni battled many hardships through the years 
including 13 years of dialysis, heart issues, knees, 
her hip and her hands. Even though she was in 
so much pain, she always had a smile on her face. 
Toni enjoyed shopping, family vacations, baking, 
spending time with family and friends, eating 
ice, an occasional margarita, playing games with 
grandkids and reading cookbooks.

Toni was preceded in death by two infant chil-
dren; daughter, Becky; mother and father; grand-
parents; sisters, Christine Dunn, Rosie, Jean Ko-
var; brother, Sebastian; mother and father-in-law; 
nephew, Brad Kovar; and sisters-in-law, Maggie 
Valenti and Kathy Fiedler.

Survivors cherishing her memory include 
her husband, Richard; children, Tammy (Alan) 
Tejral, Julie Klimm and ex-husband, Trevor, and 
Joe Bohac and partner, Chris Robinett; two broth-
ers, Anthony Valenti and Wayne Fiedler; two 
sisters, Lisa Heit and Jolene Vavra; six grandchil-
dren, Kristine Tejral, Kody Tejral, Kourtney Te-
jral, Dace Klimm, Sage Klimm and Dane Klimm; 
nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of friends. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was March 8 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church with interment 
at Seward Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions are suggested to the Bohac family 
for future designations. Condolences may be left 
for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

Priscilla A. Lawin
Aug. 6, 1941 – Feb. 24, 2021

Priscilla Ann Lawin was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, on Aug. 6, 1941, to Herbert and Emma 
(Knuth) Lawin. She 
passed away peacefully 
on Feb. 24, 2021, at age 
79 in her home at Kin-
ship Pointe in Seward. 
Priscilla was baptized 
and confirmed in her 
faith at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church in 
Detroit.

Priscilla earned a 
bachelor of science 
degree in education 
from Concordia Teach-
ers College in Seward 
in 1963. Her first call 
after graduation was 
to Zion Lutheran School in Akron, Ohio, where 
she taught for seven years. While in Akron, she 
earned a master of education degree from Kent 
State University.

In 1970, Priscilla returned to Concordia as an 
assistant professor of education and a student 
teacher supervisor. Pris’s love of travel was tested 
as she logged thousands of miles visiting her stu-
dent teachers across the United States.

In 1978, Priscilla earned a doctor of education 
degree from the University of Northern Colorado, 
becoming the third female faculty member to do 
so in the history of Concordia in Seward. Her doc-
toral research fit directly with her role of reading 
methods specialist as she studied the compara-
tive readability of six Bible translations as seen 
through the eyes of 300 eighth grade students.

Dr. Priscilla Lawin was named professor of 
education at Concordia in Seward in 1985. She 
then became Director of Elementary Education 
and Student Teaching in 1987, and she would 
serve many years in this role. She was honored 
to extend Concordia’s student teacher program to 
include schools in Hong Kong and Australia.

Beyond Seward, Pris strove to enhance the 
partnership between Concordia in Seward and 
Concordia in Selma, Alabama, organizing several 
student exchanges. She also served at Concordia 
College in Selma, both during a sabbatical leave 
and later after retirement.

Priscilla was a member of St John Lutheran 
Church in Seward, participating actively in 
Bible studies and in a strong Christ Care group. 
She was a voracious reader, loved to travel and 
took an active interest in public affairs. She was 
a long-time member and past president of the 
League of Women Voters in Seward. She was also 
a member of numerous professional organiza-
tions.

Her love of family was evident to all who knew 
her, finding great joy in visits and attending fam-
ily reunions. Priscilla touched many lives person-
ally and professionally, and she saw herself first 
as a “servant of God.”

Priscilla was preceded in death by her parents. 
She is survived by a sister, Celeste (Jeff) Craemer 
of San Rafael, California; a brother, Paul (Sandy) 
Lawin of Waverly Iowa; as well as by her nieces 
and nephew, Rebecca Lawin McCarley of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, Ami Lawin of Long Lake, Minne-
sota, and Peter (Johanna Lee) Lawin of Waconia, 
Minnesota; and four great-nephews, Patrick, 
Justin and Lucas McCarley and Teddy Lawin.

Priscilla was buried March 6 near her parents 
and many relatives at Riverview Cemetery in St 
Joseph, Michigan. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to Concordia University, St. John Lu-
theran Church in Seward or to the charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Real estate Information provided by the Seward Police 
Department.

Feb. 28
12:12 a.m.—A caller in the area of Highway 34 

and 238 Road reported a possible drunk driver 
swerving on the road and traveling slowly headed 
westbound. Officers located the vehicle but did 
not observe any infractions.

6 a.m.—A caller in the 800 block of North 
Columbia Avenue reported a person was steal-
ing traffic cones in that area and was currently 
sitting in their pickup. The suspect's roommate 
came to pick them up.

March 1
11:07 p.m.—A caller in the 1100 block of Elm 

Street reported a pickup had been stolen.
March 3

12:23 p.m.—A caller in the 2100 block of 
Parkview Drive reported that someone had egged 
their house.

6:51 p.m.—A caller in the area of Grand Ave-
nue and East Bradford reported they had found a 
4-year-old girl who was lost. The child was re-
turned to the mother.

Summary of other calls:
911 misdial 1
Civil/child custody 1
Disturbance 4
Extra patrol 1
Field contact 4
Miscellaneous 4
Motorist assist 2
Ordinance violation 1
Parking violation 4
Reckless driving 2
Security alarm 2
Suspicious person/activity 3
Theft 1
Traffic stops 17
Welfare check 2

Police
Information taken 

from records filed with 
the Seward County 
clerk.

Feb. 25 – March 3
Dustin Dobesh to 

Damon Dobesh, a tract 
of land in the W1/2 
NW1/4 5-12-3. DS $6.75

Timothy J. DeWaard 
to Jan M. DeWaard, Lot 
14, Centennial Heights 
Addition to Utica. DS 
exempt

Building Seward, 
LLC, to Underwood 
Construction Compa-
ny, LLC, Lot 1, Block 2, 
Fairway Woods Addi-
tion to Seward. DS $135

Charlene A. Stutz-
man and James G. 
Stutzman to Terry L. 
Rediger and Margaret 
M. Rediger, east 67 feet 
of Lot 12 and the east 
67 feet of the south 12½ 
feet of Lot 11, Block 
1, Johnson's Second 
Addition to Milford. DS 
$236.25

AJS Land Co., LLC, 
to Rance Schweitzer, 
part of the NW1/4 
SW1/4 24-9-3. DS $393.75

Lucas J. Borgman 
and Melissa S. Borg-
man to P-Dale Pub, 
LLC, north 100 feet of 

Lot 8 and the south ½ 
of vacated adjoining 
Walnut Street, Block 
6, Best's Addition to 
Pleasant Dale. DS 
$416.25

Sandra L. Sch-
weitzer to Bradley D. 
Schweitzer, Lots 7-8, 
Block F, Davison and 
Culver's Addition to 
Milford. DS exempt

Scott Legacy Farms, 
LLC, to Tressa K. Scott, 
part of the SE1/4 29-9-1. 
DS $675

Wayne Earney 
and Karen Earney to 
Jeane M. Loos, Lot 11, 
CNG First Addition to 
Seward. DS $470.25

Royce Schlueter to 
Royce Schlueter and 
Lindsay Ueckert, Lots 
11-12 and the east 20 
feet of Lot 10, Block 10, 
Wright's First Addition 
to Utica. DS exempt

James R. Jensen and 
Jayne Mrasek-Jensen to 
Aaron J. Jensen, E1/2 
NE1/4 20-10-2. DS $801

RYASTE Properties, 
LLC, to Matthew J. 
Skarka and Amanda 
M. Skarka, Lot 1, Jare-
cki Addition, a part of 
the S1/2 SE1/4 34-11-3. 
DS $180

Information taken from records filed with the 
Seward County clerk.

February
Michelle Lewien, Seward, and Jeremy Borgman, 

Seward
Aubrey Duer, Staplehurst, and Andrew Bader, 

Seward
Heidi Johnson, Staplehurst, and Jeffrey Fleis-

chman, Staplehurst
Rebecca Hormann, New Hope, Minnesota, and 

Matthew Haefner, New Hope, Minnesota
Megan Rauch, Seward, and Matthew Samek, 

Seward
Savannah Jarzynka, Seward, and Jordan 

Koester, Waukesha, Wisconsin
Anne Gilligan, Seward, and Brian Bush, Seward

Marriage licenses
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53rd Annual Registered Angus Bull Sale 

March 25, 2021  1:00 pm
Burwell Livestock Market | Burwell, NE
SELLING: 50 Yearlings & 15 Fall Bulls/Coming Two’s

Dethlefs Angus Ranch                       
Kenneth “Dutch” & Marian | 308-452-4147
Craig & Laurie Dethlefs | 308-530-0014
Ravenna, NE | dethlefsangusranch@gmail.com
dethlefsangusranch.net | Find Us on Facebook! 

Treffer Angus Ranch                       
Delores Treffer | 308-872-5595

Bruce & Christy Treffer | 308-324-5212
Cozad, NE | bctreffer@gmail.com           

Mike & Corlyus Treffer | 308-436-4077

View the sale book online at dethlefsangusranch.net 

Bulls Sired By: 
SAV Rainfall | Connealy Legendary | B/D Rice Payday 

Basin Payweight Plus | Connealy General | ZWT Summit | and more

Fridays: 5–7:30 p.m.
March 5, 12 & 26

Adults: $9.00 • Children 5–12: $4.00
Deep-Fried Fish

Cheesy Potatoes • Cornbread  •  Coleslaw

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
152 Pinewood Ave • Seward

Everyone Welcome!

DRIVE THRU

2021-2022
EAST BUTLER PRE-SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION/ROUND-UP
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 • 6:30 p.m.

at Brainard Elementary
Please call the school office

(402) 545-2081 by Friday, March 26, 2021
for an application to be mailed to you.

Please bring your incoming pre-school 
student along with your child’s

certified birth certificate, immunization 
record, and completed application.

Bright Beginnings Child Development Center
in Seward is searching for a full-time Pre-K teacher
with a big heart, is hard-working, reliable and has 
a desire to help children learn in a faith-based 
environment. Our ideal candidate will have 
experience in early childhood education, pursuing 
a degree in education, or have 
relatable work/life experiences.
Submit resume via email to
BBCDCseward@gmail.com.

I want to thank everyone who
sent birthday wishes to me on
my 90th birthday, including the
90 roses from family, 120 cards from 
friends and greeting hugs. You made my 
day very, very special.
Thanks to the Independent for the printed 
invitation. — Glennie Duensing

Pastor’s column

by Pastor Brant Taylor
Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church

The human species 
tends to base our lives 
on what we believe to 
be true.

If we are people who 
believe in the Bible, we 
ought to find ourselves 
becoming more and 
more like Jesus. We 
should be becoming 
contributors rather 
than users.

Compare the two 
camps of thought. 
Those who constantly 
or frequently choose to 
feed the “user” men-
tality ultimately live 
miserable lives. They 
do not build anything 
of lasting value. They 
do not leave others 
better off after having 
been in a relationship 
with them. 

They will rarely, if 
ever, step in to rescue 
another person who is 
being teased, manipu-
lated or bullied. They 
see others as a resource 
to get what they want, 
to get to their goal.

Those who come 
from a “contributor” 
frame of mind choose 
to help others be built 
up, to invest and assist 
in others' growth. 
When difficulty comes 
their way, it only re-
veals a deeper char-
acter or inner beauty. 
They appreciate and 
value relationships 
with others. They value 
and appreciate beauty 
seen in nature, in cul-
ture in the arts. “What 
could I do to enhance 
this?” is at the forefront 
of their thinking.

When it comes to 
facing difficult issues, 
users quickly fade and 
slink away; contribu-
tors take on challenges 
willingly. Users toler-
ate people; contributors 
shape and invest in 
others. Users grow 
needier; contributors 
become more generous. 
Users fill their homes 
with junk; contributors 
fill their lives with 
memories and relation-
al connections.

Historically, consid-

er the life of a man who 
existed and claimed 
to be both human 
and God. This man 
we know as Jesus of 
Nazareth. Jesus was a 
contributor rather than 
a user. He sought out 
the very best for those 
around Him. He gave 
of Himself to improve 
the lives of those 
around Him. Consider 
Jesus’ encounter with 
a Samaritan woman in 
John 4. 

In a culture where 
women could not own 
property or testify 
in court, a woman’s 
opinion or her presence 
at an event was not 
even worth mention-
ing. Jesus broke down 
the cultural barriers 
when He took a detour 
through Samaria. 

There, He had an 
encounter with an 
immoral woman (John 
4:4-26). The fact that she 
was a Samaritan was 
enough to bar her from 
any conversation with 
a self-respecting Jew, 
but, to make matters 
worse in the disciples’ 
eyes, she was a woman 
(verse 27). 

As they watched, 
Jesus transformed that 
woman and through 
her, impacted an entire 
city with His message 
of hope and redemption 
(verses 39–41). 

People develop into 
users or contributors 
through the choices 
made every day. Per-
haps you, as you read 
this article, would take 
a moment to consider 
your life, your choices. 
What is your point of 
view? Will you choose 
to use or contribute? 

I encourage you to 
choose to be a contrib-
utor.

Will you be a user 
or a contributor?

People develop 
into users or 
contributors 
through the 

choices made 
every day.

Virginia Jeary of 
Seward will turn 90 this 
month. 

She was born March 
22, 1931. 

She graduated from 
Seward High School 
in 1948 and taught for 
more than 30 years in 
Norfolk. 

To celebrate, her 
family is requesting 
a card shower. Cards 
may be sent to her at 
Kwwinship Pointe, 
Room 217, 500 Heartland 
Park Drive, Seward, NE 
68434.

Jeary to turn 90

Virginia Jeary

Nellie O’Connor of Lincoln, formerly of Goeh-
ner, will celebrate her 90th birthday this month. 

She was born March 28, 1931, in Gillette, Wyo-
ming. 

She has four children including Frank O’Con-
nor (Linda) of Omaha, Joan O’Connor of Omaha, 
Gisele Oseka (David) of Lincoln and Mary O’Con-
nor (Dave) of Lincoln. She also has nine grand-
children and six great-grandchildren. 

To celebrate, her family is requesting a card 
shower. Cards may be sent to 5700 Fremont St. 
#31, Lincoln, NE 68507.

O’Connor 
to celebrate 90

Seward Elementary third graders recently 
dressed as cowboys, astronauts, doctors, athletes 
and everything in between to bring the living wax 
museum to the school.

The students were challenged to pick and re-
search a historical figure. They were then to create 
a poster with facts about his or her celebrity and 
dress up as them. The students who participated 
gave short speeches and presentations to those who 
stopped by on Feb. 25. 

History comes to life at Seward Elementary

COURTESY PHOTO

Third grader Bella Bauer selected Clara Barton for her living 
wax museum project. 

COURTESY PHOTO

John Glenn, the first American to orbit earth, was portrayed 
by Sam Peterson at the Seward Elementary School living 
wax museum on Feb. 25.

COURTESY PHOTO

Ev Campbell selected former First Lady and activist Eleanor 
Roosevelt for her character at the living wax museum at 
Seward Elementary School on Feb. 25.

COURTESY PHOTO

Stella Beasley donned a cowboy hat and western wear to 
portray famed sharpshooter Annie Oakley.

COURTESY PHOTO

Kaleb Hemphill looked the part as historic political figure 
Alexander Hamilton at the Seward Elementary School wax 
museum Feb. 25.

Teaching never stops.
Learning never ends. 

Thank a teacher.
NSEA.org/stepup
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AX & FINANCEAX & FINANCETT

AnnuAl EnvElopE
Full color printing for black & white price*

Email hailey@sewardindependent.com or  
call 402-643-3676 to place your order!

Sale
*#10 regular, #9 regular or # 10 window envelopes only. Offer valid February 1 - March 31, 2021.

• Personal Financial Planning 
• Retirement Planning
• Social Security Planning 
• Traditional and Roth IRA
• 401(k) 
• Trusts

Ryan L. Burger, CPA
ryan@gbecpa.com

Regan L. Else, CPA
regan@gbecpa.com

Wealth Management Services

New Clients Welcome!

418 Seward St.  |  Seward, Nebraska 68434

402-643-4557

Tax Advantage…Financial advisor and 
CPA rolled into one

Providing you the edge in all areas of financial management

Tax Preparation • Tax & Business Planning • Bookkeeping
QuickBooks Setup & Training • Auditing & Financial Statement Preparation

The Internal Revenue 
Service reminds taxpay-
ers that its website, IRS.
gov, continues to be the 
first and best place for 
people seeking infor-
mation and assistance 
on their federal taxes. It 
is available 24 hours a 
day from the comfort of 
home, on a desktop, or 
from just about any-
where with a mobile 
device.

The array of online 
tools and resources 
available at IRS.gov 
range from tax prepara-
tion and refund tracking 
to research tools like the 
Interactive Tax Assis-
tant and answers for 
Frequently Asked Ques-
tions on many subjects.

View tax account 
online

Taxpayers can use 
their online account to 
securely see important 
information when pre-
paring to file their tax 
return or following up 
on balances or notices. 
This includes:

• Adjusted Gross In-
come: This can be useful 
if using a different tax 
software or tax preparer 
this year.

• Economic Impact 
Payment amounts: 
Eligible individuals who 
did not receive the full 
amounts of both Eco-
nomic Impact Payments 
may claim the Recov-
ery Rebate Credit on 
their 2020 federal tax 
return. To claim the 
full amount, taxpayers 
will need to know the 
amounts of the Eco-
nomic Impact Payments 
received. These amounts 
can be found on the Tax 
Records tab in online 
account.

• Estimated tax pay-
ment amounts: The total 
of any estimated tax pay-
ments made during the 
year or refunds applied 
as a credit can be found 
on the Account Balance 
tab in online account, 
and a record of each 
payment appears under 

Payment Activity.
Additionally, taxpay-

ers can view:
•The amount owed for 

any past years, updated 
for the current calendar 
day

•Payment history and 
any scheduled or pend-
ing payments

•Payment plan details
•Digital copies of se-

lect notices from the IRS
Get a tax

return transcript
The Get Transcript 

tool is free and also 
accessible through an 
online account. It allows 
taxpayers to view, print 
or download their tax 
transcripts after the IRS 
has processed the re-
turn. A tax return tran-
script shows most line 
items from an original 
tax return, along with 
any forms and sched-
ules, but not changes 
made after it was filed.

Locate local free tax 
preparation

The IRS's Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program has op-
erated for over 50 years. 
It offers free basic tax 
return preparation to 
qualified individuals:

The Tax Counseling 
for the Elderly (TCE) 
program also offers free 
tax help for taxpayers, 
particularly those age 
60 and older. The VITA/
TCE Site Locator can 
help eligible taxpayers 
find the nearest commu-
nity-based site staffed by 
IRS-trained and certi-
fied volunteers. Please 
note that some VITA/
TCE sites are not oper-
ating at full capacity 
this year and others are 
not opening. Demand 
is high for this ser-
vice so taxpayers may 
experience longer wait 
times for appointments. 
Taxpayers can use the 
locator tool to find an 
available site near them. 
It is updated throughout 
the tax season, so indi-
viduals should check 
back if they don't see a 

nearby site listed.
DIY tax preparation 

for free
The IRS Free File 

program offers 70% of 
all taxpayers the choice 
of nine brand-name tax 
preparation software 
packages to use at no 
cost. Those who earned 
less than $72,000 in 
2020 can choose which 
package is best for them. 
Some even offer free 
state tax return prepa-
ration.

Those who earned 
more than $72,000 in 
2020 and are comfortable 
preparing their own 
taxes can use Free File 
Fillable Forms. This 
electronic version of 
paper IRS tax forms can 
also be used to file tax 
returns online.

Free File is avail-
able only through IRS.
gov. Read more about 
the Free File program 
in this week's A Closer 
Look.

Make a plan to pay
Taxpayers can meet 

their tax obligation in 
monthly installments by 
applying for a payment 
plan. Most can be setup 
on IRS.gov/paymentplan 
or through an online 
account in a matter of 
minutes. Setup fees may 
apply for some types of 
plans. Options include 
a full-pay agreement, a 
short-term plan of up to 
120 days or a long-term 
monthly payment plan 
(installment agreement). 
The amount a taxpayer 
owes and their tax- filing 
compliance determines 
which payment plan op-
tions may be available.

Other options avail-
able may include an 
offer in compromise 
-- a way for a taxpayer 
to settle their tax debt 
for less than the full 
amount -- or requesting 
the IRS to temporarily 
delay collection until 
the taxpayer's financial 
situation improves.

IRS provides tax time guide 
Millions of people lost their jobs 

due to the impact of the COVID-19 
outbreak on the global econ-omy. 
Professionals with thriving careers 
suddenly found themselves out of 
work by early spring 2020, leaving 
many to speculate about their finan-
cial futures.

Staying positive in the wake of 
a layoff can be challenging. The 
financial pressures of being laid off 
may compel some people to take on 
debt as they try to pay their bills, 
including their mortgage, car pay-
ments and other expenses that don't 
disappear even if income does. 

• Create a budget right away. 
Budgets can help recently laid off 
workers get a clear picture of their 
financial obligations and where 
they might be spending more than 
necessary. Prior to the outbreak, 
many people may have traveled 
extensively. 

• Find ways to save. Cutting back 
on travel expenditures is just one 
of the many ways individuals who 
have been laid off can save money. 
Savvy consumers may pay extra 
toward their principle on home and 
auto loans each month, and that 
luxury, which can move up loan 
maturity dates, can be scaled back 
if not eliminated until you get back 
on your feet. For some individuals, 
such an effort can save hundreds of 
dollars per month. Individuals also 

can dim the lights more often to 
reduce their energy bills, a sacrifice 
that should be easy to live with as 
summer approaches and daylight 
hours increase.

• File for unemployment benefits. 
By the end of April, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor was reporting that 
first-time claims for unemployment 
benefits had exceeded 30 million 
in the previous six weeks. Laid off 
workers who intend to file claims 
should do so immediately, as many 
unemployment agen-cies are facing 
unprecedented backlogs that can 
delay administration of funds for 
an extended pe-riod of time. When 
filing, make sure taxes are withheld 
on the money you will receive, as 
that can ensure your tax bill is not 
especially high when you file your 
tax return next year.

• Maintain health insurance. 
Medical debt can be devastating, so 
it's vital that laid off workers stay 
insured in the wake of a layoff. The 
Kaiser Family Foundation notes 
that, in 2016, 52 percent of debt 
collection actions contained medical 
debts. Check your severance pack-
age to determine if and for how long 
your medical benefits will continue 
after being laid off. If that is not an 
option, prioritize getting new cov-
erage via COBRA or the Affordable 
Care Act.

How to avoid debt after lay off

cpa
Marla Belitz Johnson, CPA, PC

have joined forces!
Our expanded CPA firm with new team 

member, Shannon Meyer (CPA),
enables us to provide more services.

and

New Clients Welcome!
Left to right: Joel Endorf, Dawn Lliteras, Katie Stolze, Marla Belitz Johnson, Shannon Meyer

Accounting and Bookkeeping • QuickBooks Certified

Tax Preparation and Planning • Estate and Trust

Financial Coaching and Business Consulting

Payroll • International Services • Not-For-Profit

Ag and Business Succession Planning

344 Main St., Suite 200  •  Seward, NE  •  402-643-2333 
SewardCPA.com • moorehawkscpas.com



Main dome, 
corners, clock to 
be repainted
by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County 
Board of Commission-
ers approved a gold 
paint color for the 
exterior courthouse 
dome, corner domes and 
repainting of the clock 
tower during its Feb. 23 
meeting.

The project will be 
completed by Lindner 
Painting Inc. of Lincoln 
and the bid was award-
ed at $98,390. A timeline 
for the project could not 
be obtained by time of 
publication. 

In an unrelated mat-
ter, the board discussed 
setting a salary for the 
new human resources 
director Carina San-
chez and what grade 
step she stands on after 
five years as a county 
employee. No action was 
taken.

Seward County 
Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Becky 
Paulsen was present for 
the approval of a condi-
tional use permit for a 
Viaero telecommunica-
tions tower near Goeh-
ner. Site acquisition 
specialist Chris Riha 
was also present.

Next, Paulsen pre-
sented a resolution to 
subdivide just over 14 
acres of farmland into 
two parcels by a Seward 
County resident and 
another to separate 17 
acres into three lots, 

both of which were 
approved.

The board then heard 
from Morgan Campbell 
of District 5 Probation 
on how funding and a 
claims process should 
work for drug court. 
Deputy Brandy Johnson 
said she called other 
counties to see what 
they did and said an en-
tirely separate fund was 
best when the current 
fiscal year ends. 

She also said she 
spoke with Seward 
County Attorney Wendy 
Elston about claims. 
Elston said her office 
would handle them.

Seward County 
Bridges director Megan 
Kahler presented to 
the board a four-year 
comprehensive plan for 
Seward County Juvenile 
Services. The plan is 
required for submission 
by the Nebraska Crime 
Commission in order to 
receive grants. 

The plan will begin 
at the start of this fiscal 
year, July 1, and go 
through June 30, 2025.

In another matter, 
the board heard from 
Seward County Jail 
director Maria Hatfield, 
who presented two sepa-
rate contracts regarding 
the housing of inmates 
for both Adams and 
Fillmore counties in the 
detention center. 

Hatfield said this 
has taken place for few 
months and documen-
tation is required in the 
case of an audit. Both 
contracts, one for each 
county, were approved.

Katrina Ramer of the 
Seward County Attor-

ney’s office talked to the 
commissioners about 
an interlocal agreement 
with Butler County to 
continue their truancy 
services. After deter-
mining there is no cost 
to Seward County tax-
payers, the agreement 

was approved.
The next Seward 

County Board of Com-
missioners meeting will 
be March 16 at 9:30 a.m. 
on the third floor of the 
courthouse. The meet-
ings are open to the 
public.

by Jenny Rees 
Seward/York counties 
Extension educator

Unless one has a 
field that tends to get 
hit with 
lower 
yields 
compared 
to county 
average 
every 
year, I’m 
unsure 
that ARC-
IC is a fit 
for many 
farmers in this part of 
the state. 

For the 2021 deci-
sion, one would need to 
expect 2021 yield to be 
significantly less than 
county average yields. 
So if your field(s) are 
typically near or above 
county average yields, 
it’s perhaps not the 
wisest decision.

Lawn care: The 
beautiful weather is a 
great opportunity to 
rake lawns, remove 
leaves from lawns and 
dormant overseed 
grass in thin spots. 
Dormant seeding 
provides an opportu-
nity for seed to grow 
when soil temperatures 
warm and spring rains 
come. 

Prepare areas to 
overseed by hand 
raking small areas to 
remove dead growth 
and loosen the soil 
surface. Large areas 
can be heavily aerated. 
It’s best to only power 
rake if there’s a thatch 
layer of ½” or more 
present. Overseed 
Kentucky bluegrass at 
1-2 lbs/1,000 square feet 
and tall fescue at four-
six lbs/1,000 square 
feet. Also, it’s too early 
to apply fertilizer and 
herbicides to lawns.

Solar electric ques-
tions: I will share more 
regarding a free webi-
nar series next week 
to be held from March 
30-April 8. If you have 
specific solar-related 
questions right now, 
direct them to John 
Hay, Nebraska Exten-
sion Educator at (402) 
472-0408 or jhay2@unl.
edu.

Nitrogen rate and 
timing studies: An arti-
cle written by Dr. Char-
lie Wortmann and col-
leagues said “Partial 
Factor Productivity” is 
commonly expressed 
as yield per unit input, 
e.g. bushels of corn per 
pound of fertilizer N 
applied (bu/lb N). PFP 
can be adapted to units 
of nutrient removed in 
grain harvest to units 
of nutrient applied, 
such as corn N harvest-
ed relative to fertilizer 
N applied (PFPN, lb/
lb).” 

Advances in corn 
genetics and changes in 
farmers’ management 
practices have result-
ed in more pounds of 
grain produced for ev-
ery pound of nitrogen 
applied. 

Dr. Richard Fergu-
son said, “The average 
PFP of fertilizer N for 
corn in Nebraska was 
estimated to average 
1.16 bu/lb N in 2012 
compared to 0.57 bu/
lb N in 1965. This 
represents a doubling 
in PFP for fertilizer N 
applied to corn. The 
trend of increase was 

linear from 1965 to 
2012. Assuming a grain 
N concentration of 1.2% 
at 84.5% dry wt. or 0.67 
lb N/bu, the PFPN con-
verts to 0.79 lb of grain 
N per lb of fertilizer N 
applied in 2012 com-
pared with 0.38 lb/lb in 
1965.” 

That’s quite an in-
crease in nitrogen use 
efficiency.

Another way farm-
ers have been looking 
to increase nitrogen 
use efficiency is to com-
pare nitrogen rates and 
timing of the fertilizer 
applications. We’ve had 
some on-farm research 
studies recently look at 
side-dress applications 
using either the UNL 
equation/Maize N mod-
el or industry models 
such as Climate Field 
View and Granular. 

In all these studies, 
the recommended rate 
was compared to rates 
that were at least 30 
or 50 pounds over and 
under the recommend-
ed rate. In 2020, there 
were two nitrogen rate 
and timing studies 
in the area partially 
sponsored by the UBB-
NRD. A York County 
study found no yield 
differences between 
applications of spring 
anhydrous of 135, 185, 
and 235 lbs/ac. 

The same farmer 
also did a nitrogen 
rate X timing study 
in Hamilton County. 
He compared fall vs. 
spring vs. split applica-
tion rates of anhydrous 
+ UAN of 205 vs. 255 
lb/ac for each timing. 
There were no yield 
differences with any of 
the timings and rates. 

In none of the stud-
ies did the addition of 
30-50 lbs N/ac above 
the recommended rate 
increase the yield sta-
tistically. A few of these 
studies also compared 
side-dress applications 
vs. pre-plant alone. 
One situation resulted 
in a statistically lower 
yield with pre-plant 
alone while the others 
resulted in no yield dif-
ferences. I’ve compiled 
these results in a table 
at http://jenreesources.
com.

These nitrogen rate 
and timing studies 
could provide farmers 
a way to assess for their 
own operations. I’ve 
mentioned the preci-
sion nutrient manage-
ment studies (https://
go.unl.edu/4rvw) for 
several months. If you 
weren’t sure if it could 
apply to your situation, 
I was told that those 
don’t have to be preci-
sion nutrient applied. 

So, if you’re interest-
ed, please let me know 
and we can work out 
the details. There is a 
$1,300 stipend for that 
specific study. There’s 
also up to $300 reim-
bursement from UBB-
NRD for water quality 
related studies. I’m cur-
rently working through 
on-farm research proto-
cols for 2021. 

If you have a produc-
tion and/or product-re-
lated question you want 
to test on your own 
farm, contact me or 
your local Extension 
educator and we’d be 
happy to help you set 
up a study.
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Serving all types 
of masonry: 
brick, block, 

stone.
Experienced and 
knowledgeable 

with lowest 
price guarantee.

Specializing in brick repair, brick restoration, 
chimney repair and tuckpointing.

The Social Problems Class at 
Concordia University collected 
new and used socks, winter cloth-
ing, winter gloves, hygiene items, 
cleaning items, granola bars, 
water, that were especially need-
ed by People City Mission and 
Seward Foster Friends. 

Donations came from students, 
staff and faculty on campus, 
at St. John church and school, 
Faith Lutheran Church and from 
Seward Memorial Library so 

more in the community could 
participate. 

The students sorted all they 
had collected and took three very 
full car loads to the Help Center 
in Lincoln as well as three large 
bags for Seward Foster Friends. 

This was part of a service 
learning project for the class. 
People were very generous and 
many purchased and donated 
new items. as well as used ones. 

Seward Foster Friends serves 

many families in need as well 
as foster families. Seward Fos-
ter Friends also helps out other 
agencies like Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation and The Indian 
Center in Lincoln. People City 
Mission serves 30,000 people each 
year with different programs 
to help people get on their feet 
as well as directly with meals, 
clothing and shelter. 

Jenny’s REESources
Nitrogen rate, 

timing study 
opportunities 

offered to farmers

Jenny Rees
Extension 
educator
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Members of the Social Problems class at Concordia University collected needed items for People City Mission and 
Seward Foster Friends.

Concordia students gather donations

Board talks painting, salary and funding
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by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension educator

Monarda is a genus 
that has a long histo-
ry of being used as a 
medicinal herb. As the 
common name Bee 
Balm implies, it has 
also been used to soothe 
bee stings. 

But did you know the 
Oswego Indian tribe 
used this plant to make 
an herbal tea and they 
taught the early Amer-
ican settlers how to do 
so as well? This just 
happened to come in 
very handy following 
the Boston Tea Party. 

As the settlers revolt-
ed against the British 
tax on tea, they drank 
tea made from Monarda 
instead, thus thumbing 
their noses at the Brit-
ish and their taxes. 

Monarda is a member 
of the mint family and 
consists of multiple spe-
cies, most of which are 
hardy perennials and 
all of which are native 
to certain regions of 
North America. Sum-
mertime flowering on 
all these species is quite 
attractive to humans 
and pollinators. 

Monarda species
Monarda punctata, 

aka Horsemint or Dot-
ted Mint, is somewhat of 
an unruly native prairie 
plant characterized by 
tall unbranched stems 
topped with rounded 
clusters of pink or lav-
ender tubular flowers. 
The stacked combina-
tion of speckled flowers 
and colorful bracts 
make this distinctive 
and unusual. 

Monarda fistulosa, or 
wild Bergamot, is one 
of the species common-
ly used for medicinal 
purposes. Being highly 
aromatic with showy 
lavender-pink flowers, it 
is also used as a honey 
plant. 

Monarda didyma, 
Scarlet Bee Balm, has 
long been cherished for 
not only its use for tea 
but also its ornamen-
tal value. The bright 
scarlet/red flowers 
of M. didyma are still 
a part of many ongoing 
breeding programs with 
Monarda. 

It has been a long 
road from these native 
species of Monarda to 
the prized ornamental 
cultivars available to-
day. Some of the first hy-
brids of M. didyma x M. 
fistulosa produced vi-
brant flower colors with 
a more well-behaved 
plant, but they contin-

ued to be plagued by 
their native attributes 
of being highly suscepti-
ble to mildew, somewhat 
tall and leggy and had 
a tendency to spread by 
rhizomes. 

New varieties
Modern breeding 

has introduced many 
new cultivars that are 
much more suitable in 
the ornamental land-
scape. Along with many 
stand-alone varieties 
with notable attributes 
of their own:

• ‘Marshall’s De-
light’ – Received Award 
of Merit from Royal 
Horticultural Society

• ‘Gardenview Scar-
let’ – Selected by the 
Chicago Botanic Garden 
as an outstanding pe-
rennial for the Midwest.

• Petite Delight’ – The 
first of its kind dwarf in-
troduction of monarda 
at just 12-15 in. tall. 

There are several 
newer Monarda with 
formidable attributes:

• Monarda didy-
ma ‘Grand™’ is from 
the Morden Breeding 
Program in Manitoba 
and an exceptionally 
hardy Monarda. Char-
acterized by a profusion 
of bright flowers atop 
mid-sized plants, these 
also offer very good 
mildew resistance.

• The Sugar Buzz 
Monardas form a solid 

dome of color. The 2- to 2 
½-in. flowers top off the 
strong stems and deep 
green foliage of this se-
ries. Medium in height 
at around 20 inches, 
the eight colors in this 
series display above-av-
erage mildew resistance 
and stay well contained 
in the garden.

• Balmy™ Monar-
das have relatively 
large flowers on a fully 
compact plant. Balmy 
comes in at just 10-12 in. 
with exceptional mil-
dew resistance and deep 
green foliage. They are 
dwarf and mounded, so 
bring new uses to the 
landscape. 
Home gardening tips

• While some Monar-
da species come from 
seed, did you know most 
newer selections are 
vegetatively propagat-
ed and are quite easy 
to care for in rich and 
organic, or just average 
soils?

• Monarda will die 
back to the ground in 
colder climates. They 
can then be cut back 
to one-two inch stems. 
It’s also a good idea to 
remove dead leaves and 
stems from the area, 
especially if mildew has 
been observed on the 
foliage.

• As Monarda emerg-
es from the roots/rhi-
zomes in the spring they 

may be pinched to 
create a bushier habit if 
desired.

• In the full sun, they 
will produce a plethora 
of brilliant flowers be-
ginning in mid-summer. 
Pair these with Achil-
lea, Agastache, or Phlox 
for a smooth transition 
of garden color into fall.

• As flowers fade, 
deadheading is benefi-
cial to encourage addi-
tional flowering.

• The plant is deer 
and rabbit resistant. 

Monarda brings a lot 
of charm and interest 
to the garden. Mass 
plantings in naturalized 
areas are a showstopper 
and create a high-traf-
fic area for butterflies, 
hummingbirds and 
bees. 

Enjoy these as speci-
men plants paired with 
your favorite sum-
mer-into-fall bloomers 
in the middle of the gar-
den. When they are in 
full flower, you can pick 
a few flowers and leaves 
to make a batch of iced 
Bee Balm tea and watch 
the garden grow. Or dry 
some and save it for hot 
Oswego tea on a cold 
winter’s night.

For more information 
on this year's featured 
plants, including sourc-
es of monarda, visit the 
National Garden Bu-
reau. www.ngb.org. 
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Monarda brings charm, interest to garden
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Monarda brings a lot of charm and interest to the garden. Mass plantings in naturalized 
areas are a showstopper and create a high-traffic area for butterflies, hummingbirds 
and bees. 

by Brandy VanDeWalle
Fillmore County Extension educator

Birthdays, anniver-
saries and holidays 
are days to celebrate 
annually with joy and 
happiness. 

If you are like me, 
I’m sure there are also 
dates that might bring 
feelings of anxiety, 
stress and sadness.

For example, I’ll 
never forget where I 
was when Sept. 11, 2001, 
happened. I’ll never 
forget days that various 
people in my life were 
impacted by serious ill-
nesses or passed away. 

Many Nebraskans 
will never forget 
March 15, 2019, when 
the ‘bomb cyclone’ 
hit, causing massive 
and historic flooding 
in the state. This date 
forever changed the 
lives of many and will 
take years for many to 
recover. 

Then to top it off last 
year during March of 
2020, COVID-19 hit, 
causing schools to go 
virtual, business dis-
ruptions, etc. As March 
15, approaches, our 
Nebraska Extension 
team put out resourc-
es which I decided to 
share in my column 
this week.

The Substance 
Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Ad-
ministration has the 
following tips for how 
to cope with these trig-
ger events.

• Be aware that 
special days may be 
difficult. It’s common 
for some stress and 
other emotional reac-
tions to happen around 
the anniversary of an 
event. Simply recogniz-
ing that your feelings 
are normal will help. 
Dealing with some of 
your losses and the new 
realities you’re facing 
after a disaster can be 
challenging. Try not to 
be too hard on yourself.

• Be gentle with 
yourself. Show yourself 
the same kindness and 
patience you’d give 
to others during this 
time. Allow yourself to 
feel angry or sad and 
recognize that these 
emotions are natural.

• Participate in ac-
tivities that you enjoy. 
This may be different 
depending on the in-
dividual. Some people 
like to reflect in soli-
tude while others may 
prefer spending time 
with family and friends 
for support. Some of 
these activities may 
include singing, prayer, 
meditation, attending a 
spiritual service, going 
to the movies or just 
getting together with 
loved ones to share a 
meal.

• Talk about your 
losses if you need to. If 
you want to talk about 
your losses since the 
disaster, you can. If you 
want to talk about the 
future, you can do that, 
too. Be sure to share 
your thoughts and 
feelings with someone 
you trust. That can be a 
friend or family mem-
ber or a health care 
professional.

• Draw on your faith/
spirituality. For many, 
faith and other spiritu-
al beliefs are a source 
of strength and comfort 
every day, and most 
especially during dif-
ficult times. Reach out 
to your faith adviser, 
spiritual community 
or anyone that you feel 
comfortable talking 
with about your beliefs 
to support and console 
you.

• Accept kindness 
and help from others. 
Support from family 
and friends is essential 
to healing. It’s often 
difficult for people to 
accept help because 
they don’t want to be 
a burden to others or 
don’t want to appear 
weak. Allow the people 
in your life to show 
their care and concern.

• Help others. For 
some people, volunteer-
ing is a healthy way 
to heal and they get 
a great deal of satis-
faction from helping 
others. Some activities 
can be as simple as 
donating food, clothing 
and other items.

While it is hard to 
cope with these trig-
ger dates, know that 
you are not alone and 
you are cared about, 
especially by Nebraska 
Extension. Nebras-
ka Extension, along 
with numerous other 
partners has recently 
created the “Nebraska 
Needs You” campaign 
and is working to sup-
port others in times of 
difficulty. 

We have the Rural 
Family Stress & Well-
ness Team that I am a 
part of which partici-
pates in activities sup-
porting the wellness of 
rural Nebraska com-
munities by working 
with community part-
ners and the University 
of Nebraska. Resources 
can be found at rural-
wellness.unl.edu.

Ways to deal 
with disaster 
anniversaries

While it is hard 
to cope with 
these trigger 
dates, know 
that you are not 
alone and you 
are cared about.

Private pond owners 
should be wary of fish 
possibly succumbing to 
winterkill.

Excessive snow, 
especially in southeast-
ern Nebraska, and thick 
ice from recent frigid 
weather have created 
conditions for potential 
winterkill, according 
to Jeff Blaser, private 
waters specialist with 
the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission.

Winterkills typically 
occur in small, shallow 
ponds with abundant 

aquatic vegetation. 
Snow and ice covering 
a pond prevent the 
water from exchanging 
oxygen with the air. 
Excessive snow and 
thick ice allow little 
sunlight penetration, 
so plants are unable to 
produce enough oxygen. 
If excessive snow cover 
and thick ice persists, 
the plants die and sub-
sequent decomposition, 
along with respiration 
by various aquatic 
organisms, can deplete 
the oxygen, resulting in 

a fish kill.
Blaser recommends 

pond owners take stock 
of their waters at ice-
out.

“Depending on the 
size of the pond, the 
presence of 40 or 50 dead 
fish would not indicate 
a large winterkill,” he 
said. “Thousands of 
dead fish of various 
species and sizes would 
be evidence of a major 
die-off event.”

Blaser suggests 
owners check for fish, 
visually and angling, 

following ice-out to help 
determine the status 
of the fish populations. 
The findings from these 
actions could indicate a 
pond is a candidate for 
restocking.

Pond owners can con-
tact Blaser at 402-499-
4041 for management 
suggestions if they had 
a major fish kill.

Pond owners should be wary of winterkill
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While Milford won its 
district final game 75-46 
over Mitchell March 
1, Coach Tony Muller 
didn’t relax.

“I knew their threes 
could keep them in the 
game,” he said. “No lead 
is safe.”

Milford jumped out to 
a 10-2 lead and was up 18-
12 after the first quarter. 
Muller said the Eagles 
were able to hold Mitch-
ell to one shot and then 
run themselves.

Jaxon Weyand and 
Seth Stutzman handled 
the bulk of the scoring 
in the first period with 
10 and six points, respec-
tively.

Mitchell fought back 
with four three-pointers 
in the second quarter, 
but the Eagles led 38-28 
going into halftime.

The Eagles extended 
the lead to 60-42 by the 
end of the third quarter.

Muller said he 
thought Milford’s 
strength would be its in-
side game. Instead it was 
the transition offense.

“We ran the floor 
better than I thought,” 
he said. “I thought we 
could run, but we scored 
more than I thought in 
transition.”

The Eagles didn’t 
need to rely on the out-
side game, attempting 
just six three-pointers. 
Mitchell made nine.

“It was a very good 
game for us,” Muller 
said.

Weyand finished the 
game with 35 points, 
and Stutzman added 22 
points and 10 rebounds. 
Micah Hartwig recorded 
eight assists and four 
steals.

The win put the Ea-
gles in the state tourna-
ment for the first time 
since 2019. Milford (26-0) 
will play Omaha Concor-
dia (21-4).

Muller said Class C1 

is full of tough competi-
tion this year. Auburn 
(23-0), Kearney Catholic 
(23-2), Adams Central 
(24-2), St. Paul (23-2), 
Wayne (22-5) and Pierce 
(21-4) round out the field.

Muller said Concor-
dia is similar to Milford 
with good guards and 
size inside. Zachary Ku-
lus, a 6-0 junior guard, 
averages 16.1 points 
per game, and Karsten 
Mathsen, a 6-0 junior 
guard, averages 12.8.

Concordia averaged 
58 points per game and 
allowed 49.68, while Mil-
ford scored 63 points per 
game and allowed 44.7.

Milford brings three 
players averaging over 
10 points per game – 
Weyand at 17.8, Stutz-
man at 15.8 and Hartwig 
at 11.9.

The Eagles will try 
to make a few changes 
to plays like inbounds 
plays to mix things up.

“We need to keep 
getting better at what we 
do,” he said.

Milford will take the 
floor Wednesday, March 
10, at 4 p.m. at Pinnacle 
Bank Arena.

“We are very excited 
to be there,” Muller said.

Milford 75, Mitchell 46
MIL  18 20 22 15 75
MIT  12 16 14 4 46
 MIL—Isaac Yeackley 2-6 0-2 4, Micah 
Hartwig 3-5 0-0 6, Camden Springer 1-1 0-0 2, 
Maddox Baack 0-1 0-0 0, Jaxon Weyand 14-19 5-6 
35, Kaleb Miller 1-4 2-2 4, Seth Stutzman 10-15 
2-3 22, Cabe Schluckebier 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 32-52 
9-13 75.
 MIT—Totals 15-45 7-12 46.
 Three-point goals—MIL 2-6 (Hartwig 0-1, 
Baack 0-1, Weyand 2-2, Miller 0-1, Stutzman 0-1), 
MIT 9-20. Rebounds—MIL 32 (Stutzman 10), MIT 
19. Assists—MIL 18 (Hartwig 8). Steals—MIL 9 
(Hartwig 4). Blocked shots—MIL 3 (three with 1). 
Turnovers—MIL 9, MIT 14. Fouls—MIL 12, MIT 
10.
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Centennial ended 
a two-decade absence 
from the girls’ state 
basketball tournament 
March 3, but the Bron-
cos’ stay wasn’t as long 
as they wanted.

Centennial (23-3) was 
matched against Crof-
ton in the first round, 
and the defending state 
champs downed the 
Broncos 62-37.

“They are the best in 
the class,” Coach Jake 
Polk said. “It was a 
tough draw. We were not 
able to keep the game 
close.”

Crofton went on to 
win Class C2.

The Warriors dom-
inated the Broncos in 
rebounds, Polk said, and 
that led to too many easy 
shots.

The Broncos battled 
through the whole game, 
but when senior guard 
Kate Hirschfeld picked 
up her fourth foul in the 
third quarter, Polk said 
that deflated the team. 
Hirschfeld was in and 
out for the rest of the 
game.

“We needed to make 
sure she was able to fin-
ish the game,” Polk said.

The Broncos cut the 
Warrior lead to 12 but 
couldn’t get any closer.

Hirschfeld led the 
team with 13 points. Jaci 
Opfer came off the bench 
to score eight points and 
notch three assists and 
three steals.

Polk said this year’s 
team and the seniors 
leave a great legacy for 
the future. The team 
set the school record 
for most wins (23), 
most wins in a row (16), 
three-pointers made in 
a game with 10 (tie), won 
the Southern Nebraska 
Conference tournament 
and qualified for state 
for the first time since 
1999.

In addition, 
Hirschfeld engraved her 
name in eight statistical 
categories – career free 
throw attempts with 
489; career free throw 
makes with 254; season 
free throw attempts with 
147; steals in a game 
with nine (tie); steals in 
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Milford’s Micah Hartwig shoots over the Mitchell defense 
March 1.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Centennial’s Jaci Opfer fights through the Crofton defense to pass the ball to a teammate 
March 3.

Tournament ends in 
opener for Broncos

Milford ready to 
make mark at state

a season with 92; steals 
in a career with 241; No. 
3 in career points with 
1,036 and No. 9 in career 
rebounds with 471.

Daylee Dey put her 
name in the record book 
by making 17 consecu-
tive free throws to tie 
the school record.

Polk said the seniors 
will be tough to replace. 
This year’s team includ-
ed nine – Maddie Avery, 
Dey, Kierra Green, 
Hirschfeld, Asia Nisly, 
Opfer, Kiley Rathjen, 
Jaycee Stuhr and Kailey 
Ziegler.

“There will be holes 
in the team we’ll look 
to fill,” Polk said. “I’m 
excited to start to think 
about rebuilding.”

He thanked the 
seniors for their achieve-

ments and challenged 
the returning players to 
figure out how to make 
them proud and build on 
what they did.

“It was a memora-
ble year,” he said. “I’m 
proud to coach this 
team. I’m excited about 
the future and building 
off the success.

“Thanks to the 
seniors for their hard 
work. I wish them noth-
ing but the best.”

Crofton 62, Centennial 37
CTL  7 7 10 13 37
CRO  16 14 17 15 62
 CTL—Kate Hirschfeld 5-9 3-5 13, Kierra 
Green 3-6 0-1 7, Daylee Dey 0-3 0-0 0, Jaci Opfer 
3-5 1-2 8, Halle Kinnett 0-0 0-2 0, Kiley Rathjen 0-3 
0-2 0, Maddie Avery 0-1 0-0 0, Asia Nisly 1-4 0-0 
3, Jaycee Stuhr 2-7 0-0 4, Kailey Ziegler 1-1 0-1 2. 
Totals 15-39 4-13 37.
 Three-point goals—CTL 3-15 (Hirschfeld 
0-1, Green 1-4, Dey 0-2, Opfer 1-1, Avery 0-1, 
Nisly 1-3, Stuhr 0-3). Rebounds—CTL 20 (Nisly 
5). Assists—CTL 7 (Opfer 3). Steals—CTL 8 
(Opfer 3). Blocked shots—CTL 2 (Opfer, Nisly 
1). Turnovers—CTL 24. Fouls—CTL 16.

Josie Puelz had to wait 
around all day before the 
evening pole vault competition 
March 3, but the end result 
was well worth the anxious 
moments at the NAIA Indoor 
Track and Field National 
Championships.

“You build up so much 
anxiety and stress coming into 
this moment, just being in the 
competition was awesome. I 
was so glad that somebody was 
right there to push me to better 
heights,” she said. “It’s like you 
see the whole season come to-
gether coming down from the 
bar – and thank God it stays.”

It took Puelz equaling her 
personal best and school 
record (13-4.5) to finally hold 
off a big push from Hastings’ 
Abby Collingham. Meanwhile, 
Mapson vaulted 12-5, placed 
fourth and took home her third 
career All-America award.

On March 6, Zach Bennetts 
cleared a personal best of 15-11 
while placing fifth in the pole 
vault. Concordia led the nation 
with four qualifiers in the 
pole vault, which saw Chase 
Berry share sixth (15-5). Berry 
is now a two-time pole vault 
All-American.

Junior Rachel Battershell 
achieved another mountaintop 
moment while helping lead 
Concordia University women’s 
track & field to a national team 
trophy finish for the second 
straight year. Individual na-

tional titles from Battershell 
and Josie Puelz (pole vault) 
helped lead the Bulldogs to a 
final team finish of third place 
(49 points), marking the best 
ever indoor national finish for 
the women’s track program.

“Our ladies absolutely 
rocked it,” Beisel said. “We all 
know they have that capabil-
ity and it still has to happen 
on the day it counts the most. 
They did that for conference 
and then they came back and 
did it over two days at nation-
als with a lot of crazy with the 
COVID-19 testing and every-
thing else. It was a nationals 
meet unlike any other. In event 
after event we got All-Ameri-
cans and All-Americans … I’m 
very thankful to God.”

After running the fifth-fast-
est race in the prelims of the 
400 meters, Battershell rose 
to the occasion, rattled off a 
time of 56.03 in the finals and 
held off Dordt’s Emma Bakker 
(56.3). A year earlier, Batter-
shell celebrated a champion-
ship in Brookings, South Dako-
ta, when she clocked a school 
record 400 time of 54.77.

“Throughout the whole 
year, from last year to this 
year, it’s been on my mind 
a lot,” Battershell said of 
attempting to repeat in the 
400. “It’s been hard for me to 
focus on just running my race 
instead of letting it get in my 
head what people expect and 

what I expect. Once I passed 
the finish line all I could think 
about was I’m so thankful God 
brought me into this moment.”

Battershell also did the hon-
ors of finishing off the meet 
for the women by sprinting 
around the track as the an-
chor of the 4x400 meter relay. 
Battershell was joined in the 
finals by Sarah Lewis, Keri 
Bauer and Sydni Schernikau. 
They completed the race in 
3:53.74 for a fifth-place claim.

Just prior to the 4x4, Con-
cordia’s distance medley relay 
checked in at 12:28.99 and 
placed fourth. The DMR con-
sisted of Rylee Haecker, Kenne-
dy Mogul, Grace Reiman and 
Kylahn Heritage. Those two 
relays accounted for nine team 
points.

In the weight throw, senior 
Sarah Ragland saved her best 
for last – a PR of 57-9 on her 
final throw that propelled 
her from ninth place to third. 
That effort allowed Ragland 
to claim the first All-America 
award of her career. She was 
rivaled closely by Morgan De 
Jong, the GPAC weight throw 
champion. De Jong reeled in 
her second career All-Amer-
ica honor by throwing 56-8. 
Freshman Olivia Buschow 
also competed and turned in a 
mark of 51-10.5 (14th).

A former basketball player 
at Concordia, Elle Luehr had 
limited college throwing ex-

perience entering this indoor 
season. Her development has 
been rapid under the tute-
lage of throws coach Ed Mc-
Laughlin. Luehr placed fifth 
with a toss of 44-9.75 in her 
first experience at a national 
meet. Teammate Abby Gerber 
turned in a new personal best 
42-9 while just missing out on 
the finals.

The freshman Haecker 
advanced to the finals of the 
1,000 meters and ended up plac-
ing eighth (3:03.14). Haecker 
joined Battershell as one of two 
Bulldogs to have earned a 2021 
All-America award in both an 
individual event and a relay.

Freshman Amy Richert was 
right on the cusp of All-Amer-
ica honors in both the pen-
tathlon and high jump while 
placing ninth in both events. 
The native of Gresham cleared 
the opening height of 5-1.5 in 
the high jump. The next height 
(5-3.5) wound up being the cut-
off for All-America honors.

In the long jump, sopho-
more Katie Severt (17-2.25) and 
junior Jamey Broman (16-4.25) 
placed 12th and 16th, respec-
tively. 

The 2019 national runner up 
in the heptathlon, junior Cody 
Williams rose to second place 
in the 2021 overall heptathlon 
standings at the conclusion 
of the pole vault (sixth event). 
Williams then finished in 

Two win titles for Concordia track team

(continued on 2B)
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Concordia University
third place with a total 
of 5,056 points. In Fri-
day’s events, Williams 
won the 60 hurdles 
(8.33), placed third in the 
pole vault (14-11.25) and 
11th in the 1,000 meters 
(2:54.81). Williams was 
also the GPAC heptath-
lon champion.

After four long days 
of action, the 2021 NAIA 
Indoor Track & Field 
National Championships 
have come to a conclu-
sion. When the dust 
settled, Head Coach Matt 
Beisel’s squads recorded 
team NAIA national fin-
ishes of third (49 points) 
on the women’s side and 
12th (18.5 points) on the 
men’s side. The women 
were rewarded with a 
team trophy March 5. 
The men moved up from 
their 17th place finish a 
year ago.

“After coming off an 
exciting women’s meet, 
we wanted to do well 
on the men’s side too,” 
Beisel said. “Looking 
back at conference, 
obviously we’re not quite 
where the women are, 
but we are continuing to 
improve. I believed we 
could get 12th or better 
if we competed well, so 
I was happy with that. 
It wasn’t given to us. 
Bit by bit, we chipped 
away at it. Our guys’ 4x4 
made the final and ran a 
season best time post-in-
jury to Xavier (Ross) and 
Colton (Meyer). They 
competed really well 
and ran great.”

In the GPAC dominat-
ed weight throw compe-
tition March 6, sopho-
more Chris Wren (Fair 
Oaks, Calif.) turned in 
a personal best with his 
third throw of the day, 
which landed at 62-5.75. 
That mark yielded a 
fifth-place finish for 
Wren, who earned his 
first All-America award 
in his first career na-
tional meet.

Two days after run-
ning a time of 3:23.72 
in the prelims (first in 
the heat), the 4x4 group 
returned to the track in 
Yankton. Once again, 
the quartet consisted of 
Cade Kleckner, Jacob 
Jennings, Henry Reimer 
and Colton Meyer (in 
that order). They shaved 
the finals time down 
to 3:22.91 and placed 
eighth, good for one 
team point.

Just prior to the 4x4, 
the Bulldogs competed 
in the distance medley 
relay. The foursome of 
Calvin Rohde, Maccoy 
Menke, Christian Van 
Cleave and Camden 
Sesna clocked in at 
10:26.51 and placed ninth 
out of 10 in the finals. 
Meet officials granted 
10 relays entry into the 
finals due to a timing 
mishap that occurred in 
the prelims. Concordia 
did not record an offi-
cial time in the prelims, 
although Beisel’s calcu-
lations showed a faster 
time in the finals.

A clearance of the 
very first bar of the com-
petition did the trick for 
sophomore Wyatt Loga 
of Malcolm in the high 
jump. He earned eighth 
place and an All-Ameri-
ca award (first of career) 
by leaping over 6-5.25. 
Beisel noted that Loga 
nearly cleared the bar 
on the next height. Lo-
ga’s indoor season also 
included a third-place 
high jump claim at the 
GPAC Championships.

Women’s basketball

The brackets are now 
set as Concordia Univer-
sity women’s basketball 
prepares for the 20th 
national tournament 
appearance in program 
history.

Head Coach Drew 
Olson will take his team 
to Park City, Kansas, 
for the opening round. 

As the No. 1 seed in 
Park City Bracket B, 
the Bulldogs will have 
a bye before playing the 
winner between No. 2 
seed Loyola University 
New Orleans and No. 3 
seed Langston Universi-
ty (Okla.).

Loyola and Langston 
will go head-to-head on 
March 12. Concordia is 
set to open up its na-
tional tournament on 
March 13 at a time to be 
announced. All games 
in the Park City Bracket 
will take place at Hart-
man Arena.

The Bulldogs (20-8) 
earned an automatic bid 
to the national tourna-
ment as the GPAC post-
season runner up. The 
field is made up of 48 
teams (37 automatic and 
11 at-large qualifiers).

The at-large bids were 
determined by the Wom-
en’s Basketball National 
Selection Committee. 
This committee consists 
of one representative 
from each geographical 
area and six at-large 
members. The 16 teams 
to emerge from the open-
ing round will advance 
to play at the final site – 
the Tyson Events Center 
in Sioux City, Iowa, 
March 18-23.

This marks the first 
year under the new 
national tournament 
format. The NAIA 
shifted from two divi-
sions to one beginning 
with the 2020-21 season. 
In the future, the tour-
nament will feature 64 
teams, meaning there 
will be no byes in the 
opening round. Despite 
the change in format, 
the Tyson Events Center 
remains the final des-
tination for each of the 
qualifiers.

Concordia is the 
No. 16 overall seed in 
the tournament while 
Loyola is 19th and 
Langston is 39th.

More details regard-
ing specific game times, 
fan attendance policies 
and live streaming will 
be disseminated when 
available. The women’s 
basketball page of the 
NAIA website serves as 
an additional resource.

GPAC final
March 2’s GPAC 

women’s basketball tour-
nament title clash had 
all the drama anyone 
could have asked for in 
a pulse-pounding battle 
that took every bit of 
40 minutes to decide. 
Ultimately, Sophia 
Peppers’ layup with 
0.8 seconds left lifted 
seventh-ranked Morn-
ingside to a 67-65 victory 
over Concordia.

Head Coach Drew Ol-
son has led the program 
to six of its seven all-
time GPAC tournament 
championships. The re-
sult stings, but the Bull-
dogs (20-8) likely gained 
even more confidence 
from what unfolded.

The backcourt of Tay-
lor Cockerill and Taysha 
Rushton showcased 
big-time shot making 
while torching the nets 
at Allee Gym. Rushton 
finished with 24 points 
while knocking down 
6-of-10 attempts from 
3-point range. Mean-
while, Cockerill added 
21 points while drilling 
4-of-5 shots from long 
range. Rushton scored 
19 of her points in the 
first half before Cock-
erill rained in 19 in the 
second half.

Without Rushton’s 
second quarter, Con-
cordia would have been 
dead in the water. The 
Lubbock, Texas, native 
dropped home five treys 
in the quarter, includ-
ing four in the last four 
minutes of the half. 
That 36-15 deficit turned 
into a more manageable 
disadvantage of 38-31 by 
halftime. Cockerill car-
ried the torch from there 
and gave the Bulldogs 

their first second-half 
lead (53-52) via a three-
point play early in the 
fourth quarter.

“Taysha and TC are 
really special,” Olson 
said. “What Taysha 
showed tonight was 
incredible. She willed 
our team back when we 
were down. Both her 
and TC continued to find 
ways to keep us in the 
game. Collectively, other 
people really contrib-
uted to it too with their 
defensive toughness and 
a couple of good plays 
offensively. Taysha and 
TC were awesome.”

Neither team led by 
more than three points 
in an intense fourth 
quarter. Down the 
stretch, Taylor Roden-
burgh hit two massive 
jumpers to turn a three-
point Mustang deficit 
into a two-point lead (65-
63) in the final seconds. 
Cockerill responded 
with a driving layup 
to even things up once 
again. Unfortunately for 
the Bulldogs, they fell 
victim to a last-second 
game winner for the 
second straight meeting 
with Morningside (26-2).

Peppers led her side 
with 16 points while 
McKenna Sims added 
15. The Bulldogs lim-
ited mega star Sierra 
Mitchell to five points 
on 2-for-14 shooting from 
the floor.

Some of that defensive 
success could attributed 
to Rushton, who is more 
than just a sharpshooter. 
Rushton and company 
did an admirable job of 
holding Morningside to 
41.8% shooting after a 
hot early start. A rarity 
this season, the Bulldogs 
finished in the red in 
turnover margin (-2) and 
also got outrebounded, 
38-32.

Cockerill added six 
rebounds, three assists 
and three steals to her 
line. Mackenzie Koepke 
pulled down 10 rebounds 
and blocked a pair of 
shots. In addition, Rylee 
Pauli chipped in with 
six points, four assists 
and four rebounds and 
Bailey Conrad notched 
six rebounds and three 
assists.

Wrestling

Concordia University 
Junior Mario Ybarra 
already had secured 
an All-America finish 
thanks to the work he 
put it on Friday at the 
2021 NAIA Wrestling 
National Championships 
March 5-6.

On the second day 
of the national tourna-
ment, Ybarra wrapped 
up the season with a vic-
tory in his final match 
while locking up seventh 
place at 133 pounds. 
The Bulldog wrestling 
program qualified three 
competitors for the 
national event staged 
inside Hartman Arena 
in Park City, Kansas.

Levi Calhoun has 
coached four All-Amer-
icans during his three 
years as head coach of 
the program. As the lat-
est All-American, Ybar-
ra generated the entirety 
of the Bulldogs’ 6.5 team 
points (team place finish 
of 35th).

“I’m extremely proud 
of what Mario was able 
to accomplish. Coming 
back from the injury 
he had and becoming 
an All-American is 
absolutely incredible,” 
Calhoun said. “He has 
worked hard since the 
day he arrived at Con-
cordia and his success is 
not a surprise to anyone 
who knows him. I’m 
excited for his future as 
a Bulldog.”

Seeded sixth in the 
NAIA at 133, Ybarra 
(14-2) made it a mission 
to reach the podium 
after suffering a loss in 
the blood round in 2020. 

Ybarra had literally 
been bloodied back in 
January with an injury 
that caused him to miss 
the GPAC tournament. 
While donning extra 
protective head gear, he 
opened the day with a 7-2 
decision over 11th-seed-
ed CJ Shadinger of Rein-
hardt University (Ga.). A 
2-1 tiebreaker loss at the 
hands of Indiana Tech’s 
No. 3 Conner Grimson 
in the quarterfinals put 
Ybarra’s season on the 
line.

In the consolation 
bracket, Ybarra edged 
Reinhardt’s Michael 
Land, 3-2, to set off a 
mini celebration.

Ybarra entered day 
two with a shot at plac-
ing as high as third in 
the bracket. However, 
he was dealt a 5-2 loss 
by Alex Pena of Way-
land Baptist University 
(Texas) on Saturday 
morning.

In the seventh-place 
match, the sixth-seed-
ed Ybarra (15-3) drew 
fourth-seeded Nick Kunz 
of Montana State Univer-
sity-Northern. Kunz won 
the 2020 national title 
at 125 pounds. Ybarra 
earned a signature win 
by defeating Kunz in 
sudden victory, 3-1.

The tournament run 
for Ybarra also fea-
tured a triumph over 
11th-seeded CJ Shading-
er of Reinhardt Universi-
ty (Ga.).

The 2020 125-pound 
GPAC champion had not 
wrestled since Decem-
ber before jumping 
into the national tour-
nament. Ybarra wore 
specialized head gear 
to protect a surgically 
repaired broken nose.

A two-time national 
qualifier and a 2020 
GPAC champion, Craw-
ford drew a significant 
challenge out of the 
gates in facing third-
ranked Elias Vaoifi of 
Missouri Valley College. 
Crawford (Virginia 
Beach, Va.) fell by major 
decision. He was then 
eliminated in another 
major decision that fol-
lowed in the consolation 
bracket.

Telles (33-13) also 
faced a top five foe to 
begin the tournament in 
the heavyweight brack-
et. The native of Albu-
querque, New Mexico, 
dropped a 7-4 decision 
to No. 5 Maleek Caton of 
Williams Baptist Univer-
sity. The 12th seed Telles 
was then bounced from 
the tournament, 4-2, by 
Midway College (Ky.)’s 
Byron Pierce. Telles 
looks to have a bright 
future after having won 
a GPAC title and led the 
team in wins and pins in 
2020-21.

Ybarra’s 2021 
All-America award 
extended the program’s 
streak of consecutive 
years with at least one 
All-American to eight. 
Ybarra becomes the 12th 
Bulldog to reach the po-
dium. The program his-
tory dates from 1962-78 
and from 2009-present.

Honors

Women’s basketball
After putting on a 

show in the 2021 GPAC 
tournament champion-
ship game, junior Taylor 
Cockerill and freshman 
Taysha Rushton have 
pulled in first team 
All-GPAC honors, as 
announced by the league 
March 3.

Juniors Mackenzie 
Koepke and Rylee Pauli 
were both recognized 
as honorable mention 
all-conference choices.

Cockerill is now a 
two-time first team 
all-conference honor-
ee. The Waverly High 
School product also 
picked up first team ac-
colades in 2018-19 for the 
national championship 
team.

While returning from 
an injury that sidelined 
her in 2019-20, Cockerill 
has started all 28 games 
and leads the team in 
points (14.5), rebounds 
(6.2) and assists (3.04) 
per game. She is shoot-
ing 41.7% from the floor, 
38% from 3-point range 
and 78.7% from the foul 
line.

Rushton emerged as 
a strong candidate for 
the GPAC Freshman of 
the Year award (which 
wound up going to Da-
kota Wesleyan’s Haidyn 
Pitsch). The native of 
Lubbock, Texas, imme-
diately stepped into a 
starting role and has 
averaged 14.3 points, 2.6 
assists, 2.5 rebounds and 
1.5 steals per game.

Rushton is shooting 
36.6% from the field, 
35.3% from 3-point range 
and 81.9% from the free 
throw line. She ranks 
fourth among all GPAC 
players with 66 made 
3-point field goals (2.36 
per game). Her scoring 
average is the second 
highest for a freshman 
during Drew Olson’s 
tenure.

Koepke has garnered 
some form of all-con-
ference recognition 
in each of her three 
collegiate seasons. She 
collected honorable 
mention (2018-19) and 
second team All-GPAC 
(2019-20) accolades the 
previous two seasons. 
The Lincoln Lutheran 
High School alum is 
averaging 7.3 points, 5.6 
rebounds, 1.8 steals and 
1.0 block per game. She 
is shooting 29.9% from 
3-point range. Koepke 
has totaled 736 points, 
375 rebounds, 176 3-point 
field goals and 173 steals 
over 99 career collegiate 
games.

Pauli is a first time 
All-GPAC honoree in 
what is her first season 
as a starter. The Omaha 
native is averaging 6.9 
points, 5.0 rebounds and 
1.5 steals per game while 
shooting 52.9% from 
the floor. Pauli posted 
a career high 20 points 
in the win at Doane. 
Her GPAC tournament 
included a 16-point, 
seven-rebound outing 
versus Dakota Wesleyan. 
Pauli has started 26 of 28 
games.

Men’s basketball
Strong seasons from a 

trio of Concordia Uni-
versity men’s basketball 
standouts have resulted 
in all-conference honors. 
As announced by the 
league March 3, juniors 
Justin Wiersema (first 
team), Carter Kent 
(second team) and Gage 
Smith (second team) 
each landed on the 2020-
21 All-GPAC squads. All 
three Bulldogs averaged 
13.9 points or more while 
starring for Head Coach 
Ben Limback’s program.

Wiersema took a large 
step forward in 2020-21 
while becoming one of 
the top players in the 
conference. The native 
of Loveland, Colorado, 
averaged career highs of 
16.4 points, 5 rebounds, 
3 assists and 1.58 steals 
per game this season 
while shooting 55.6% 
from the floor and 41% 
from 3-point range.

Among GPAC players, 
Wiersema ranked fifth 
in field goal percentage, 
sixth in scoring, sixth 
in steals per game, 10th 
in 3-point field goal 
percentage and 11th in 
assists per game. Wi-
ersema moved up to the 
first team after earn-
ing honorable mention 
All-GPAC accolades in 
2019-20. He scored at 
least 10 points in all 26 
games. Wiersema will 
enter next season having 
totaled 896 points.

Smith made a quan-
tum leap from his soph-
omore to junior seasons. 
The native of Elizabeth, 

Colorado, went from 
averages of 4.7 points 
and 4.5 rebounds per 
game in 2019-20 to 13.9 
points and 9.2 rebounds 
this winter. As part of 
the breakout campaign, 
Smith shot 52.6% from 
the floor, 35.7% from 
3-point range and 82.1% 
from the foul line.

In career best sin-
gle-game outings, Smith 
posted 32 points in a win 
over Dakota Wesleyan 
and 19 rebounds in a 
victory over Manhattan 
Christian College (Kan.). 
He ranked third among 
GPAC players in both 
rebounding and dou-
ble-doubles (10).

Kent has earned some 
form of all-conference 
recognition in each of 
his three seasons hav-
ing also been named 
honorable mention in 
2018-19 and to the second 
team in 2019-20. As a 
junior, the Crete native 
averaged 15.2 points, 3.9 
rebounds, 2.8 assists and 
1.1 steals per game while 
shooting 40.4% from the 
floor, 34.6% from beyond 
the arc and 75.0% from 
the foul line.

Kent racked up a 
career high 29 points in 
a win over Mount Marty. 
Back on Jan. 9, Kent 
became the 32nd player 
in program history to 
reach 1,000 career points 
(currently at 1,145).

Baseball

One rough inning 
doomed the Bulldogs 
in game 1 of March 6’s 
neutral site doublehead-
er with Grand View 
University (Iowa). After 
a 7-5 defeat, Concordia 
slugged its way to a 13-2 
rout of the Vikings in 
game 2. The Bulldogs 
powdered five home 
runs in the capper.

A home run derby 
unfolded March 7 as 
Concordia left the yard 
10 times in a dominant 
doubleheader sweep of 
Grand View University.

The Bulldogs won by 
scores of 10-0 and 18-5 
while completing a four-
game series that took 
place at Wilber Bestwick 
Park in Sabetha, Kan-
sas. Concordia’s power-
ful lineup also muscled 
up for five home runs on 
Saturday.

Head Coach Ryan 
Dupic’s squad took three 
of four from the Vikings 
and owns a record of 
8-2 after two weeks of 
action.

Softball

The Bulldogs opened 
up the Friends Universi-
ty Invitational in Wichi-
ta, Kansas, by defeating 
Tabor College (Kan.), 
5-2, before pummeling 
University of Saint Mary 
(Kan.), 9-0, in a run-rule 
shortened contest. Cam-
ry Moore, Regan Karel 
and Kylee Nixon each 
homered once apiece on 
the day.

In March 7’s action, 
the Bulldogs totaled a 
combined 22 runs on 
21 hits and nine walks 
while parading around 
the bases. Concordia 
earned run-rule short-
ened wins over event 
host Friends, 10-2, and 
Dakota State University 
(S.D.), 12-3.

Head Coach Shawn 
Semler’s squad went 5-1 
at the Friends Invite and 
has jumped out to a 9-1 
record on the season. 

Women’s soccer

Concordia dropped 
a 1-0 double overtime 
decision at Southwest-
ern College in Winfield, 
Kansas, March 6.

The Bulldogs are 9-4-1 
overall with the post-
season looming at the 
beginning of April.

(continued from 1B)
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UBLIC P OTICES N
PROPERTY SALES

Bonial & Associates, P.C.
12400 Olive Blvd., Suite 555

St. Louis, MO 63141
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
The following described property 
will be sold at public auction to 
the highest bidder on 04/23/2021, 
at 1:00 p.m. at the North doors of 
the Seward County Courthouse, 
261 South 8th Street, Seward, 
NE 68434:
B E G I N N I N G  A T  T H E 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW1/4) 
OF SECTION 5, TOWNSHIP 
9 NORTH, RANGE 3, EAST 
OF THE 6TH P.M., SEWARD 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA; THENCE 
128.0 FEET IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION ALONG THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID SECTION TO 
A POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUING WEST 
ALONG THE LAST DESCRIBED 
LINE, A DISTANCE OF 722.3 
FEET; THENCE NORTH AND 
PARALLEL TO THE EAST LINE 
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
(SW1/4), A DISTANCE OF 385.0 
FEET, THENCE EAST AND 
PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH 
SECTION LINE, A DISTANCE OF 
722.3 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
PARALLEL TO THE EAST LINE 
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
(SW1/4) ,  A DISTANCE OF 
385.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, EXCLUDING THE 
SOUTH 60 FEET THEREOF.
All subject to any and all: (1) 
real estate taxes, (2) special 
assessments, (3) easements, 
c o v e n a n t s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s , 
ordinances, and resolutions of 
record which affect the property, 
and (4) unpaid water bills, (5) prior 
mortgages and trust deed of record 
and (6) ground leases of record. 
The purchaser is responsible for 
all fees or taxes. This sale is made 
without any warranties as to title or 
condition of the property.

By: Kerry Feld, Trustee
NSBA# 24614

Bonial & Associates, P.C.
12400 Olive Blvd., Suite 555

St. Louis, MO 63141
Phone: (314) 991-0255

Fax: (314) 991-6755
First Publication 03/10/2021, final 
04/07/2021
Published in the Seward County 
Independent
BPC Filename: REACRNOR
T H I S  F I R M  I S  A  D E B T 
C O L L E C T O R  A N D  A N Y 
INFORMATION WE OBTAIN 
FROM YOU WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
SCI — March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 
07, 2021
ZNEZ

GENERAL NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

Lincoln, Nebraska
Pursuant to NDEE Title 118 - 
Ground Water Quality Standards 
and Use Classification, public 
notification and opportunity for 
comment is hereby given of the 
following:
1. On or about July 29, 2020, a 
petroleum release was identified 
originating from a storage tank 
system located at 210 Elm Street, 
Bee. An approximate legal location 
is NE1/4, NE1/4, Section 14, 
Township 12N, Range 03E, 
Seward County.
2. Follow-up investigation identified 
the effects of the release and led to 
the remedial actions proposed by 
NDEE. The investigation resulted 
in a determination that this ground 
water contamination event is 
defined as remedial action class 
one.
3. The source of the release has 
been removed. A Risk-Based 
Corrective Action (RBCA) Tier 
1 assessment was conducted. 
The assessment indicated the 
presence of dissolved petroleum 
compounds in ground water. 
The contaminant concentrations 
found were below the numerical 
levels used by the RBCA process 
to establish a need for further 
investigation or remediation. Based 
on the current site conditions 
and property use, the NDEE 
has determined that no further 
remedial action is necessary due 
to the lack of threat to human 
health or safety.
Information regarding this release 
is contained in the file: NDEE ID 
114951, LST 092120-TH-0840.
Any person may receive further 
information or submit comments 
on the proposed action, and 
request or petition NDEE for a 
hearing, in writing, stating the 
nature of the issues to be raised 
in the hearing, on or before April 
12, 2021. A final decision by the 
Director will be made in a manner 
provided by Title 115, NAC Ch. 5. 
Direct written correspondence to: 
Director, NDEE, P.O. Box 98922, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922. You may 
also call Nancy Mann at (402) 
471-2186 with comments or if 
alternate formats of materials are 
needed. TDD users call 711 and 
ask the relay operator to call (402) 
471-2186.
SCI — March 10, 2021
ZNEZ

ESTATES
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
Estate of RACHEL E. ALLEN, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR21-16
Notice is hereby given that on 
March 1, 2021, in the County Court 
of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Appointment 
of Personal Representative in 
Intestacy and that Jenica E. 
Hulbert, whose address is c/o Frey 
& Hand, 650 J Street, Suite 401, 
Lincoln, NE 68508, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of the 
estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before May 10, 2021, or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Seward County Court
PO Box 37

Seward, NE 68434
John O. Frey (#15663)
FREY & HAND, P.C., L.L.O.
650 J Street, Suite 401
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
(402) 475-6996
SCI — March 10, 17, 24, 2021

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF

SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

Estate of Eldon L. Gruntorad, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR21-11
Notice is hereby given that on 
February 18, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said Decedent and that 
Ann J. Gruntorad, whose address 
is 3026 Bluff Road, Seward, 
Nebraska 68434, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before April 24, 2021, or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Seward County Court
261 S. 8th Street

P.O. Box 37
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Timothy L. Moll (#20451)
Rembolt Ludtke LLP
1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 475-5100
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY

NEBRASKA
IN  THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF VERNA J. DEINERT, 
Deceased.
Case No. PR21-14

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 25, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate 
of the Will of said decedent and 
that MELVIN H. DEINERT, whose 
address is 1851 NW 98th Street, 
Lincoln, NE 68528, and JOANN 
C. BOSHART, whose address is 
3100 NW 98th Street, Lincoln, NE 
68524, were informally appointed 
by the Registrar as Co-Personal 
Representatives of this estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this court on or 
before May 3, 2021, Or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF

THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
P.C., L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — March 03, 10, 17, 2021

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF FRANKLIN REYNOLDS, 
Deceased.
Case No. PR21-09

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 12, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said decedent and that 
GREGORY W. ZABKA, whose 
address is 1768 Karol Kay Blvd., 
Seward, NE 68434, and JENI 
MORGAN, whose address is 
633 N. 8th Street, Seward, NE 
68434, were informally appointed 
by the Registrar as Co-Personal 
Representatives of this estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this court on 
or before April 24 ,2021, Or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF

THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
#17373

MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
P.C., L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021
ZNEZ

ORDINANCES
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

OF ORDINANCE NO. 2021-6
IN PAMPHLET FORM

Public Notice is hereby given that 
at a meeting of the Mayor and 
City Council of the City of Seward, 
Nebraska, held at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021, there was 
passed and adopted Ordinance 
No. 2021-6 entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-6
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF SEWER 
REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS, 
SERIES 2021, OF THE CITY OF 
SEWARD, NEBRASKA, IN THE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT 
TO EXCEED THREE MILLION 
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($3,200,000), FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF (A) REFUNDING 
ALL OR A PORTION OF $50,000 
OF OUTSTANDING SANITARY 
SEWER SYSTEM REVENUE 
BONDS, SERIES 2013 AND 
$2,925,000 OF OUTSTANDING 
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
REVENUE AND REFUNDING 
BONDS, SERIES 2016 AND 
( B )  PAY I N G  C O S T S  O F 
ISSUANCE OF SAID BONDS; 
PRESCRIBING THE FORM 
OF SAID BONDS; ENTERING 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE 
REGISTERED OWNERS OF 
SAID BONDS; PROVIDING FOR 
THE SALE OF SAID BONDS AND 
DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN 
TERMS; PROVIDING FOR THE 
REDEMPTION OF BONDS 
AND INDEBTEDNESS BEING 
REFUNDED; PROVIDING FOR 
THE APPLICATION OF THE 
PROCEEDS OF SAID BONDS; 
AUTHORIZING THE DELIVERY 
OF SAID BONDS TO THE 
PURCHASER AND PROVIDING 
FOR THE PUBLICATION OF 
THE ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET 
FORM.
Said Ordinance was published 
in pamphlet form on March 3, 
2021. Copies of said Ordinance 
as published in pamphlet form 
are available for inspection and 
distribution at the Office of the 
City Clerk, in the City of Seward, 
Nebraska.
/s/Bonnie Otte
Assistant Administrator/
Clerk-Treasurer/
Budget &
Human Resource Director
SCI — March 10, 2021
ZNEZ

NAME CHANGE
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
Case Number CI21-43
IN RE NAME CHANGE OF Brenda 
Rae Topil
Notice is hereby given that on the 
23 day of February 2021 a petition 
was filed in the District Court of 
Seward County, Nebraska, the 
object and prayer of which is for 
the change of petitioner’s name 
from Brenda Rae Topil to Brenda 
Rae Luebbe.
A hearing will be had on said 
petition before the Honorable 
James Stecker, in Courtroom No. 
1, 261 S. 8th, Seward Justice 
Center, on the 5 day of April 2021 
at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as will be convenient for the Court 
and that unless sufficient cause 
is shown to the contrary, the 
petitioner’s name will be changed 
from that of Brenda Rae Topil to 
Brenda Rae Luebbe.

Brenda Topil
2365 N 4th St.

Seward, NE 68434
402-643-5758

SCI — March 03, 10, 17, 24, 2021
ZNEZ

HEARINGS
N O T I C E

A total of 113 cases will be heard 
by the Board in March 2021. The 
following case(s) sentenced in 
Seward County will be seen by the 
Board of Parole.
March 24, 2021 – 8:30 a.m.
Community Correctional Center - 
Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska
Johnson, Alphonso, 211298
Criminal Impersonation
Manu/Dist/Del/Disp or Poss W/I
Due to COVID-19, NDCS has 
temporarily suspended visitation 
at its facilities.
https://corrections.nebraska.gov/
facilities/visiting-hours
Consequently, the process for 
public participation in parole 
hearings has been modified.
https:/ /parole.nebraska.gov/
public-hearings.
You are welcome to direct any 
statement to the Board concerning 
the merits of this offender by 
submitting your comments via the 
Board website at:
http://www.parole.nebraska.gov/
contact.
ROSALYN COTTON, CHAIR
NEBRASKA
BOARD OF PAROLE
SCI — March 10, 2021
ZNEZ

Junior high teams represent area schools

COURTESY PHOTO

The Milford Junior High boys’ basketball team for 2020-21 includes, from left: (first row) Sean Stanton, Isaac Roth, Justin Novak, Brett Bousquet, Quinn Zegers, Connor Adams, 
Jack Stahl, Westin DeLong, Caleb Kempf, Caden Rainforth, Brecken Yoder and Landen Bridgford; (second row) Scholar Crumrine, Cole Stutzman, Cash Brom, James Keilig, Conner 
Chapman, Cash Martin, Jim Burkey, Landon Roth, Zeb Reil and Braden Soester; and (third row) Coach Tim Fichtner, Kellan Kubicek, Jay Wissenburg, Colby Rautenburg, Noah Schilz, 
Gavin Piening, Owen Anderson, Tyce Lopez, Garrett Freeman, Gage Dunlap, Garrett Schoen, Adan Rakow, Student Manager Jaidyn Bell and Coach Liz Crabtree. Not pictured are 
Rylan Hollist and Student Manager Raeliegh Kremer.

COURTESY PHOTO

The 2020-21 Centennial 
junior high boys’ basketball 
team includes, from left: 
(first row) Garrett Branden-
burgh, Trenton Waegli, Kyle 
Keith and Cooper Stelling; 
(second row) Wyatt Boyer, 
Brody Booth, Ryan Richters, 
Grant Cast, Orion Stuhr and 
Devin Slawnyk; and (third 
row) Sam Ehlers, Jordan 
Wagner, Parker Dishman, 
Matthew Hoops, Camden 
Winkleman and Joey Dun-
bar.

Spring sports 
are right 

around the 
corner.



MINUTES
SEWARD CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES
Following is a condensed form 
of minutes. A complete copy is 
on file at City Hall, 537 Main St. 
or may be viewed at http://www.
CityofSewardNE.gov. The Seward 
City Council met in regular session 
in the Seward Civic Center, 
616 Bradford St, Seward, on 
February 16, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., 
with Mayor Joshua Eickmeier 
presid ing.  Counci lmembers 
present: Jonathon Wilken, Ellen 
Beck, Sid Kamprath, Jessica 
Kolterman, Karl Miller, John 
Singleton, Chris Schmit, Alyssa 
Hendrix. Absent: None. Following 
items were approved: Minutes 
February 2, 2021; Claims; City 
Treasurer Reprt; City Codes Dir 
Reprt; Police Dept Reprt; Add 
Audra Jensen & Jose Castillo to 
Seward Vol Firefighter Roster; 
Infrastructure Cost Items Reimb to 
City; Appt Von Thomas to Seward 
Civil Service Comm; Ord 2021-3 
for Prelim & Final plat of Pitsch 1st 
Addn; Ord 2021-4 to Rezone Bluff 
Rd 1st Addn, Lot A from AG to RR; 
Res 2021-02 – Amend Redev Plan 
for Old Town Square Redev Prjct; 
Res 2021-03 – Redev Agrmt for 
Old Town Square Redev Prjct; Spl 
Use Permit for 647 Seward St to 
allow street level residential prop; 
City Admin report; Adjourn.
AKRS Equipment, Re, Su, 202.49; 
Amazon.Com Credit Service, Su, 
Bu, 627.59; Arcadia Publishing, 
Su, 37.99; Baker & Taylor, Su, 
2,035.07; Bizco Technologies, 
Se, Eq, 7,819.01; Black Hills 
Energy, Ut, 1,561.13; Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Ne, Ins, 49,002.93; 
Boggs Megan, Se, Eq, 46.12; 
Border States Industries, Un, Re, 
Inv, 9,748.19; C & C Body Shop, 
Re, 236.00; Campbell Cleaning, 
Se, Eq, 1,000.00; Central States 
Hydraulic, Re, 195.70; City Seward 
Electric Fund, Ut, 33,609.64; City 
Seward Library Petty, Su, 137.31; 
City Seward Merchant Serv, Se, 
1,396.04; City Seward Payroll 
Account, Payroll, 146,427.14; 
Commonwealth Electr ic Co, 
Ma, 5,265.40; CQ Of Lincoln 
Havelock, Re, 301.70; Creative 
Prod Sourcing, Su, 180.28; Data 
Source Technology &, Re, 115.00; 
Ditch Witch Undercon, Re, 645.00; 
Don’s Pioneer Uniform, Un, 73.75; 
Dutton-Lainson Co, Su, Inv, 
13,311.34; Eakes Office Solutions, 
Su, 170.71; Eitzmann Barry, Misc, 
47.92; Electronic Contracting 
Co, Se, 483.00; Engineered 
Controls, Ci, 11,500.00; Farmers 
Coop Seward, Su, Re, 4,446.87; 
Fastenal Company, Tools, 39.39; 
Galls LLC, Un, 513.44; General 
Fire & Safety Eq, Eq, 753.25; Halls 
Safety Equip Corp, Su, 285.62; 
Helmink Printing/Grph Inc, Su, 
73.00; Hudson David, Misc, 50.00; 
Husker Electric Supply Co, Tools, 
453.40; Hydraulic Equipment 
Service, Re, 51.86; IOT Integrators 
LLC, Se, 2,445.75; Jackson 
Services Inc, Su, 53.50; Kosmicki 
Koch Associates, Incentive, 80.00; 
Last Mile Network Consult, Se, 
90.00; Lee’s Refrigeration, Ma, 
Bu, 221.76; Lou & Mary Ann’s 
Bar, Meals, 180.30; Mailand’s 
Clothing, Un, 245.00; Marlin’s 
Plumbing Heating, Bu, 124.50; 
Marr Jordan, Incentive -Chrg Stn, 
877.93; Metering & Technology 
Sol, Re, 2,913.63; Mid-American 
Benefits Inc, Ins, 472.84; Midwest 
Auto Parts, Re, 45.76; Midwest 
Laboratories Inc, Se, 937.90; 
Midwest Turf & Irrigation, Re, Su, 
2,494.94; Miller Seed Co, Gu, 
34.00; Motorola Solutions Inc, 
Eq, Se, 3,893.08; Nebraska Pub 
Pow-DesMoine, Ut, Incentive, 
462,777.55; Nebraska Treasurer, 
Fees, 52.46; Niemann’s Port-A-Pot 
LLC, Se, Gu, 75.00; Norris Public 
Power Dist, Ut, Eq, 1,138.17; One 
Call Concepts Inc, Se, 46.95; 
O’Reilly Automotive Inc, Re, 10.50; 
Orscheln Farm & Home, Re, Tools, 
Su, Bu, 600.61; Overhead Door 
Co-Lincoln, Bu, Ci, 1,044.00; 
Pac ‘N’ Save Discount Food, 
Su, Bu, Meals, 4,564.31; Pitney 
Bowes Inc, Ma, 105.00; Principal 
Financial Group, Ins, 2,138.22; 
Progressive Microtechnology, 
Ma, Se, 695.00; Quill Corp, Su, 
411.49; R R Donnelley, Su, 156.31; 
Resco, Se, Inv, 26,650.00; Seward 
County Clerk/Reg D, Ex, 100.00; 
Seward County Independent, 
Ex, Su, 896.29; Seward County 
Treasurer, Se, Misc, 19,607.89; 
Seward Lumber & Home Cent, 
Gu, Su, Bu, 1,023.78; Seward 
Public Schools, Fees, 55.39; 
Seward Wind LLC, Ut, 31,682.69; 
Skarshaug Testing Laboratory, 
Se, 697.28; Sports Express, Un, 
30.00; Storey Kenworthy / Matt P, 
Su, 537.96; Subsurface Solutions, 
Tools, 9,902.39; Total Tool Supply 
Inc, Tools, 2,479.00; Valentino’s, 
Meals, 77.90; Verizon Wireless, 
Se, 453.15
Visa - Pinnacle Bank: 406.44
Amazon.com, Su, 23.88; Walmart, 
Ma, Re, Ma, 86.32; Bluestem 
Network, Ex, 115.00; Game & 
Parks Mailroom, Su, 44.00; NI 
State Payport, Su, 35.87; Zoom.
us, Ex, 16.03; Harlequinn, Su, 
26.54; American Library Assn, 
Misc, 58.80
Windstream Nebraska Inc, Se, 
1,932.98; Woods & Aitken LLP, Se, 
854.00; York County Emergency 
M, Su, 3.20; York Equipment, Re, 
307.40
CLAIMS TOTAL: $879,467.48
Bonnie Otte
Asst. Admin/Clerk-Treasurer/
Budget & HR Director
SCI — March 10, 2021

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
MARCH 30, 2021

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
March 2, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding,
Darrell Zabrocki
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy 
Johnson
Officials gave updates of their 
offices.
Jonathan Jank, Executive Director 
of Seward County Chamber & 
Development Partnership, gave an 
update of the organization.
Approved the minutes of February 
23, 2021.
Approved Seward County claims 
through February 19, 2021.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved surp lus proper ty 
disposal requests for the Public 
Defender’s office and the West 
Wing offices. The surplus property 
disposal request for Public Transit 
will be on the agenda at a later 
date.
Andrew Matney, E911 Director, 
and Sheriff Mike Vance presented 
E911 Dispatcher Rachel Borges a 
Commendation Award.
Approved correction to name of 
short form plat.
Approved the closing of 462nd 
Road from A Street to Pioneers 
Road for the 5th Annual Big Blue 
Mile Shootout on June 4, 2021, 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. and June 
5, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. as 
presented by Melissa Grantski.
Approve the Name Change 
from “Seward County Visitors 
Committee” to “Seward County 
Visitors Bureau” as presented by 
Pat Coldiron.
Approved signing of  Lease 
Agreement for the Homeland 
Security Investigations Criminal 
Interdiction Task Force – West 
(HSI CITF-W) Building.
Adopted the agenda for March 9, 
2021, and adjourned at 11:01 a.m.
Brandy Johnson
Deputy County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH

FEBRUARY 19, 2021
ADP LLC,  SE,  $2 ,197 .10 ; 
ADVANCED OFF AUTOM, 
SU, $21.90; AMERITAS LIFE 
INS, FE, $18,301.41; ASSOC 
ANESTHES, SE, $510.00; BIZCO 
INC, SU, $6,214.21; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY, UT, $2,855.92; 
BRENNAN LAW OFFICES, 
SE, $1,798.20; BUTLER CO 
SHERIFF, SE, $12.00; CAPITAL 
BUSINESS SYS, SU, $25.00; 
E 911, FE, $36,687.33; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, SU, $20.10; 
ELECTRONIC CONTRACTING, 
S E ,  $ 2 3 0 . 0 0 ;  E Q U I FA X 
WORKFORCE, SE, $61.20; 
FARMERS COOPERATIVE, SU, 
$823.56; GLOBAL EQUIPMENT 
C O ,  S U ,  $ 5 0 . 9 4 ;  G R E AT 
PLAINS COMM, UT, $933.95; 
HAMILTON CO SHERIFF, SE, 
$11.90; HELMINK PRINTING, 
SU, $752.00; HOBSON AUTO, 
SE,  $222.95;  HOMETOWN 
LEASING, SE, $417.30; INDOFF 
INC, SU, $71.96; JANA S WURM, 
SE, $1,083.00; JONES BANK, 
SE, $281.69; JONES BANK 
(FICA), FE, $18,552.62; KONICA 
MINOLTA BUS SOL, SU, $13.67; 
LEE’S REFRIGERATION, SE, 
$1,752.36; LINCOLN JOURNAL 
STAR, SE, $18.02; MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL, SE, $1,689.43; 
MEYER AUTOMOTIVE, SE, 
$287.24; MID-AMERICAN INS 
GRP, FE, $35,784.80; MIDWEST 
DOOR, SU, $6.00; MILFORD 
CH OF COMM, FE, $100.00; 
NE ASSN OF CO CLERKS, 
FE, $75.00; NE ASSN OF CO 
OFFICIALS, FE, $150.00; NE 
ASSOC CO TREASURERS, FE, 
$50.00; NE HHS SYSTEMS, SE, 
$93.00; NE LAW ENF TRAINING 
CT, SE, $820.00; NEBR PUB 
HLTH ENVIR LB, SE, $105.00; 
NE STATE FIRE MARSHAL, 
SE, $552.00; NE INTERACTIVE 
LLC, SU, $4.00; OFFICE DEPOT, 
SU, $129.54; OFFICENET, SU, 
$14.40; ONESOURCE, SU, 
$422.50; OREILLY AUTOM, SE, 
$204.09; OWENS ED SERV, SE, 
$621.12; DBA PAC N SAVE, SU, 
$6.92; PARAMOUNT LAUNDRY, 
SE, $53.67; PHYSICIANS LAB, 
SE, $257.00; REDWOOD TOX 
LAB, SE, $316.50; SEWARD CO 
CHAMB & DEV, FE, $206.00; 
SEW CO HLTH CLM FND, FE, 
$354,906.07;  SEWARD CO 
INDEPENDENT, SE, $5.73; 
SEWARD CO ROAD FND, FE, 
$500,000.00;  SEWARD CO 
SINKING FND, FE, $3,500.00; 
SOC FOR HR MGMT, FE, $219.00; 
SITE ONE LANDSCAPE, SE, 
$194.54; SOARIN GROUP, LLC, 
SE, $464.85; SUMMIT FOOD 
SERV, SE, $4,522.55; THOMSON 
R E U T E R S ,  S E ,  $ 5 3 0 . 8 1 ; 

TIME WARNER, UT, $357.97; 
TOP QUALITY GLOVES, SU, 
$590.00; UNIVERSITY OF NEB, 
SE, $12,022.38; UNIV OF NE 
LINCOLN, SE, $1,986.12; UPS, 
SE, $27.36; VERIZON CONNECT, 
U T,  $ 8 3 4 . 6 9 ;  V E R I Z O N 
WIRELESS, UT, $1,284.27; 
VIRTUAL IMPRESSIONS INC, 
SE, $20.00; VISA, FE, $3,166.10; 
WINDSTREAM, UT, $10,535.86; 
WYTHERS LAW, SE, $1,529.50; 
YORK COUNTY EMA,  SE, 
$11.20;  911 CUSTOM, SE, 
$4,005.95; CENTRAL STATES 
HYDR,  SE,  $43 .20 ;  DALE 
JOHNSON ENT, SE, $8,274.98; 
FASTENAL COMPANY, SU, 
$422.43; HERPOLSHEIMERS, 
S E ,  $ 5 9 9 . 4 3 ;  M E D I C A L 
ENTERPRISES, SU, $280.00; 
MEMORIAL CLINIC, SE, $575.00; 
SACK LUMBER, SU, $73.49; 
SAPP BROS PETROLEUM, SU, 
$15,844.66; WALNUT CREEK 
REPAIR, SE, $45.00; SUNBELT 
RENTALS, SE, $10,000.00; 
TRITECH SOFTWARE SYS, 
EQ, $20,756.58; FLAGSHIP 
PUBLISHING, SE, $450.00; 
SEWARD CO BRIDGES, FE, 
$2,000.00; DELTA DENTAL OF 
NEB, SE, $29.97; ALARMLINK 
USA, SE, $14,947.70; LAW 
ENFORC RISK MGT GRP, 
SE,  $150.00;  MOTOROLA, 
UT, $12,962.28; SHINETECH 
SOFTWARE, EQ, $7,035.00; ST 
OF NEBR DAS ST ACCT, SE, 
$628.00; AWARDS UNLIMITED, 
SU, $60.00; FIRST WIRELESS, 
UT, $430.00; GEOCOMM INC, UT, 
$1,011.00; ENCARTELE INC, SE, 
$3,514.11
SALARIES: $267,159.88
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE 
DEDUCTIONS TO:
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN 
CO WISCONSIN; DELTA DENTAL; 
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
SCI/MT — March 10, 2021

PROCEEDINGS
from the

VILLAGE OF BEE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Regular meeting
February 10, 2021

The following is a condensed 
form of minutes from the general 
meeting of the Village of Bee 
Board of Trustees held in the 
Village Hall. A complete copy of 
said minutes is on file in the office 
of the Village and is available for 
public inspection. The general 
meeting of the Village of Bee Board 
of Trustees was called to order by 
Board Chair Shipley at 6:59 p.m. 
Shipley, Slack, Timblin, Roberts 
and Holloway answered roll call. 
Village Attorney Damman called 
in via conference call. Village Clerk 
Lavicky, and a few residents were 
also present. Notices were posted 
in three locations. The following 
motions were made, seconded, 
and carried by unanimous vote, 
unless notated: approve January 
minutes, to approve a new member 
to bee VFD, to approve a building 
permit, to approve membership to 
SCCDP, to pay the following claims 
and to adjourn.
Black Hills, $325.09, Village Use 
Utilities; Card Service, $1,419.95, 
Orscheln, EMT school & hotel 
rooms; Central Valley Ag, $70.00, 
fuel; Constellation, $571.88, 
Village Use Utilities; Damman, 
$67.50, Legal; Nebraska Public 
Health, $252.00, Testing; Norris 
Public Power, $1,264.75, Village 
Use Utilities; One Call Concepts, 
$2 .31 ,  Locates ;  Recyc l ing 
Enterprises, $200.00, Recycling 
pickup; Seward County Chamber, 
$309.00, Publishings; Seward 
County Sherriff, $104.50, Monthly 
contract; Sewer Reserve Account, 
$115.50, Monthly transfer; State of 
Nebraska, $291.38, Sales tax and 
payroll withholding; USPS, $55.00, 
Stamps; Village of Bee (Rodney 
Haith), $40.00, Deposit applied 
to final bill; Walmart, $16.71, 
Clorox wipes & envelopes; Waste 
Connections, $959.85, Village 
purchased utilities; Windstream, 
$200.94, Village us utilities; Payroll 
& reimbursements, $3,018.15
Resa Lavicky
Village Clerk/Treasurer
SCI — March 10, 2021

VILLAGE OF UTICA
PROCEEDINGS
March 1, 2021

The following is a condensed 
form of the minutes. A complete 
copy is on file and available 
for inspection upon request at 
the Village office. The Board of 
Trustees met in regular session at 
7:00pm at the Village Auditorium. 
Roll Call answered by Swanson, 
Powel l ,  Olhsen, Baack and 
Micek. Following actions were 
taken with motions properly 
carr ied. Approved: agenda, 
Minutes February 1, 2021, to 
add additional recycling bin, to 
proceed with Micro TIF, to have 
UBO proceed with getting bids for 

concession stand, to accept SOCS 
agreement for website, to appoint 
D. Sandman to Board of Health, to 
approve renewal of liquor licenses 
of Bronco Spur & Pac N Save, 
to purchase rock and gravel, to 
have no parking on west end of 
1st street & south side of 5th, to 
do abuse background checks 
on Senior Center Manager, pool 
manager & assistant manager, to 
add new firefighters to insurance, 
reports  f rom Sher i ff ,  Park, 
Maintenance, Clerk, Treasurer, 
and Keno. Motions to accept 
claims and adjourn at 9:25 pm.
Claims: Walmart, supplies 36.83; 
Nebraska League of Municipalities, 
education 405; Cannon Water 
Technology, supplies 39.23; Utica 
Parts & Service, repairs 98.76; 
Nebraska Public Health, services 
319; Olsson, services 114.56; 
Great Plains Pest, services 205; 
Truck Center Co, repairs 612.94; 
Peeks Construction, repairs 
1075.18; In the Swim, supplies 
122.88,  Meyer Automot ive, 
repairs 25.13; York News-Times, 
services 174.62; Advance Office 
Automation, services 8.88; Central 
Valley Ag, fuel 317.52; Nebraska 
Dept of Revenue, taxes 1384.11; 
John Deere Financial, supplies 
380.12; Norris public power, 
services 9440.96; K. Calder, 
services 115; Black Hills Energy, 
services 1440.69; Windstream, 
services 991.68; DHHS, permits 
80; NMC, supplies 160.26; Beaver 
Hardware, suppl ies 305.92; 
Seward County Independent, 
services 19.33; Jackson Services, 
services 59.47; St Paul Lutheran, 
meals 1190; Volzke Corp, supplies 
420; Midwest Petroleum, repairs 
58.33; Kopchos, services 186.50; 
Mierau & Co, services 100; 
Verizon, services 150; Recycling 
Enterprises, services 450; Seward 
County Sheriff, services 517.80; 
Mid-American Research, supplies 
814.50; wages 13534.61; Benefits 
2117.24; Withholding 4520.50.
Rita Maier
Village Clerk/Treasurer
SCI — March 10, 2021
ZNEZ

BIDS
NOTICE FOR BIDS
FOR MOWING OF

ABANDONED CEMETERIES
IN SEWARD COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that 
the Seward County Board of 
Commissioners will be accepting 
bids for the mowing of the 
abandoned cemeteries in Seward 
County. Specifications can be 
obtained at the Seward County 
Clerk’s Office, Courthouse, Room 
205, Seward, NE 68434, or by 
calling 402-643-2883 or emailing 
a request to:
sschweitzer@co.seward.ne.us
Sealed bids must be received by 
March 23, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. in the 
County Clerk’s Office for opening 
at said County Commissioner’s 
Meeting.
Sherry Schweitzer
Seward County Clerk
SCI/MT — March 10, 17, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

T h e  S t a t e  o f  N e b r a s k a , 
Department of Transportation 
(NDOT) is issuing this Request for 
Proposal (RFP), R211-21, for the 
purpose of selecting a qualified 
Contractor to provide Right-of 
Way Mowing Services for NDOT, 
District 1.
Those interested in bidding 
on this proposal may view the 
Prequal i f icat ion information 
and the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) #R211-21 at the Nebraska 
Department of Transportation 
website:
http://dot.nebraska.gov/business-
center/business-opp/pre-maint/.
A copy of the RFP may be obtained 
from the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation.
An  Op t iona l  P re -Proposa l 
Conference wil l  be held on 
March 8, 2021, at 10:00 A.M. 
CT at Nebraska Department 
of Transportat ion Distr ict  1 
Headquarters, 302 Superior 
Street, Lincoln, NE.
Written questions are due no later 
than March 9, 2021, and should be 
submitted via e-mail to:
NDOT.OperationsProcurement@
nebraska.gov.
Sealed proposals from pre-
qual i f ied Contractors  must 
be received in the Nebraska 
Department of Transportation, PO 
Box 94759, Lincoln, NE 68509-
4759, on or before March 18, 
2021, 3:00 P.M. CT at which time 
the opening of the proposals will 
be public and the Contractors will 
be announced.
SCI/MT/FS/WR/CR — March 03, 
10, 17, 2021
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATIONS
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has formed a Limited 
Liability Company under the 
Nebraska Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act.
The name of the company is 
DEVELOPMENT412, LLC
The address of the designated 
office is 2463 Hawthorn Street, 
Seward, NE 68434. The registered 
agent and address for service 
upon the company is Anita Foor, 
2463 Hawthorn Street, Seward, 
NE 68434.
The company shall engage in any 
lawful business and act for which 
a Limited Liability Company may 
be organized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act.
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY, P.C., 
L.L.O.
Attorney at Law
510 Seward St.
Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-4581
SCI — March 03, 10, 17, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

BSHB Holdings, LLC
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that BSHB Holdings, LLC has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska with 
a designated office located at 
2225 182nd, Bee, NE 68314. 
The Registered Office of the 
company is 2225 182nd, Bee, NE 
68314, and the Registered Agent 
at such address is Brian Byerly. 
The affairs of the Company are to 
be managed by its member.
Brian Byerly, Manager
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

NOTICE
OF ORGANIZATION

of ARRC Properties, LLC
Notice is hereby given that ARRC 
Properties, LLC, a Nebraska 
Limited Liability Company, has 
been organized under the laws 
of the state of Nebraska, with its 
initial designated office at 734 
Seward Street, Seward, Nebraska 
68434. The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company is 
Ron Kramer, 734 Seward Street, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

ARRC Properties, LLC
SCI — March 10, 17, 24, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has formed a Limited 
Liability Company under the 
Nebraska Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act.
The name of the company is SMC 
INVESTMENTS, LLC
The address of the designated 
office is 4557 Superior Road, 
Utica, NE 68456. The registered 
agent and address for service 
upon the company is Spencer 
Clouse, 4557 Superior Road, 
Utica, NE 68456.
The company shall engage in any 
lawful business and act for which 
a Limited Liability Company may 
be organized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act.
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY, P.C., 
L.L.O.
Attorney at Law
510 Seward St.
Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-4581
SCI — March 03, 10, 17, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

BROC’S POTS, LLC
Notice is hereby given that Broc’s 
Pots, LLC, a Nebraska Limited 
Liability Company, has been 
organized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act. The address of its designated 
office is 147 182nd Rd., Seward, 
NE 68434. The name and address 
of the initial registered agent 
is Todd Lavelle, 1471 182nd 
Rd., Seward, NE 68434. Broc’s 
Pots, LLC, commenced business 
on February 23, 2021, and the 
general nature of its business is 
to engage in any lawful business 
not prohibited by the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act.
By:

Gregory C. Damman, #19030
BLEVENS & DAMMAN

129 N. 5th St.
P.O. Box 98

Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-3639

Attorney for Broc’s Pots, LLC
SCI — March 10, 17, 24, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
1. The name of the limited liability 
company is Hackbart Brothers 
Logistics, LLC.
2. The address of the designated 
office of the company is 993-280th 
Rd, Seward, NE 68434.
3. The initial agent for service of 
process is Corey Hackbart, 993-
280th Rd, PO Box 434, Seward, 
NE 68434.
4. The purpose for which the 
company is organized is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity for 
which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.
5. The company commenced its 
existence on February 17, 2021, 
and the period of duration is 
perpetual.
6. The affairs of the company shall 
be conducted by its members.

Ryan K. McIntosh, Attorney
Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & 

Stilmock Law Firm
1310 1st Avenue

PO Box 399
Nebraska City, NE 68410

(402) 873-7888
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has formed a Limited 
Liability Company under the 
Nebraska Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act.
The name of the company is 
CLOUSE PROPERTIES, LLC
The address of the designated 
office is 4557 Superior Road, 
Utica, NE 68456. The registered 
agent and address for service 
upon the company is Spencer 
Clouse, 4557 Superior Road, 
Utica, NE 68456.
The company shall engage in any 
lawful business and act for which 
a Limited Liability Company may 
be organized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act.
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY, P.C., 
L.L.O.
Attorney at Law
510 Seward St.
Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-4581
SCI — March 03, 10, 17, 2021

NOTICE
OF ORGANIZATION

of
RWH Capital Management LLC
Notice is hereby given that 
RWH Capital Management LLC, 
a Nebraska Limited Liabil ity 
Company, has been organized 
under the laws of the state 
of Nebraska, with i ts ini t ial 
designated office at 1021 Augusta 
Drive, Seward, Nebraska 68434. 
The initial agent for service of 
process of the Company is Brock 
Henderson, 1021 Augusta Drive, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

RWH Capital Management LLC
SCI — March 10, 17, 24, 2021
ZNEZ

MEETINGS
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a 
meeting of the Seward County 
Extension Board will be held at 
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 
11, 2021, at the Seward County 
Extension Office, 322 S. 14th St, 
Seward, NE. The meeting is open 
to the public. The agenda for 
the meeting is kept continuously 
current and is available at the 
Seward County Extension Office.
Rebecca McKay
Administrative Assistant
SCI — March 10, 2021

NOTICE
The regular meeting of the 
Malcolm Board of Education will be 
Monday, March 15, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m. at the District Board Room, 
10004 NW 112th St., Malcolm, NE. 
The agenda will be published the 
Friday before each meeting.
SCI — March 10, 2021

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Seward County Ag. Society

Monday, March 15, 2021
7 p.m.

Harvest Hall
Seward County Fairgrounds

Michael J. Flyr
Secretary

Seward Co. Ag. Society
SCI/MT — March 03, 10, 2021
ZNEZ
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Terms: I.D. needed for bid number and check.  Nothing to be removed until settled for.  Rut Auction and Owners not responsible for accidents or theft.  Items sell as is, where is.  All 
announcements day of auction take precedence over all previous statements.  Information contained herein has been attained from sources deemed reliable.  We have no reason to 

doubt the accuracy, but we do not guarantee it. 

Visit us at 
www.rutauction.com

Bill, Aris and Jackie Rut
962 CO. RD. 1600 Dorchester NE 68343   402-946-6731

Sat. Oct 14, 2017 • 12:30 P.M.
315 6th Street • Friend, NE

Antiques and Collectibles
3 pc. Waterfall bedroom set
Drop leaf table
Windsor B treadle sewing machine
Wicker chair
Mel & Ray Mika 1953 calendar
Yokel picture
Variety of jewelry
Westinghouse fan
Washboards (1 glass)
Dr. Korinek balling gun
Squirt salt/pepper shakers
Porcelain strainer/enamelware
Way-Rite scale
Metal horses
German cup
Hudson powder sprayer
Wood-handled forks/utensils
Gr. Handle rolling pin
Metal lawn chairs
Joe’s Place screwdriver
Bushel baskets
2 cup sifter
Goblets
Nail tray box, Plane
Post hole digger
Misc. items

Household
LG TV (4 yrs. old)
Haier 3.6 cu.ft. chest freezer
Haier apt.-size refrigerator
Maytag elec. dryer
Kenmore washer
Roper gas stove
Small drop leaf table
Universal elec. sewing machine
Metal cabinets & wardrobes
Chairs, office chairs
Kitchen table & chairs
Gas Warm Morning stove
Towels, bedding
Pots, pans
30-cup coffee pot
Usual household items

Korinek Antique and Household Auction

Kraut cutter
Globe 
Milk strainer/can
Ashtray stand
Air Force pillowcases
Bed lamp
Wesley Engel Corn shelling, baling & 
welding Friend, NE, thermometer

Blue Jay, Japan
Feather pillows, fancywork
Tobacco cans
Step stool
Muffin tin
Johnson Pharmacy plastic bowl
Bohemian girl decanter
Hatchets, Post vise 
Toni Home Perm/rods
Kerosene lamp
Sugar bowl
Set of 3 Pyrex bowls
Spice cans
Incubator
Clothes line retractor
Chatillon’s scale # 2
Crock bowl, Juicer
Razors, hand hair clippers

Shop & Garden
Socket sets
Vise grips
Hand tools
Shovels
Ext. alum. ladder
Alum. ladder
Wheelbarrow
Fertilizer spreader
Push mower
Fuel cans
Forks, rakes, hoses
Misc. items

Bolton trumpet
Pickup

1988 Ford F-150 XLT Lariat,
V8, Automatic, 93,975 miles

Evelyn Korinek and the late John Korinek

Wheelchair 
(like new)
Walker

LUNCH ON GROUNDS

DEDIC AUCTION
Saturday, March 27 • 9:30 a.m.

1942 Denton Rd. • Pleasant Dale, NE
2010 JD 5095 M. P.R, front wheel assist, 

850 hrs w/ JD 553 loader, JD 4430, 
JD 630, JD A, guns: Winchester & 
Remington, antiques & collectibles, 

shop tools, machinery, livestock equipment

Check rutauction.com or call 402-641-5558
Larry and Sue Dedic, owners

View our listings at www.Kobzaagandhome.com

Kobza Ag and Home
4170 M Road, Bellwood, NE

Laura Kobza–Broker 402-641-6472
Ashley Witmer–Salesman 402-367-2323
Bob Kobza–Salesman 402-641-1314

Online Auction March 24–26, 2021 • 76+- acres Saunders County
Property location on Hwy 92: From Wahoo, NE: 12 miles west.

From Hwy 92 & 79 junction: 1½ miles west.
Legal: Part of the E ½ of the NW ¼ of S9 T14N R5E of the PM Saunders Co, Nebraska. 
This property contains 76+- acres and has a 50 x 50 machine shed and a domestic well. 
~58 acres dry farmland, CRP, and a wooded area with a creek and a pond are on the east 

and south sides of the property.
Visit our website for more information and to register to bid.



All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference limitation or 
discrimInation based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, family status, 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Family 
status includes children 
under the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or legal 
custodians; pregnant 
women and people se-
curing custody of chil-
dren under 18.

 The Independent will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-
642-6112. http://www.
nol.org/home/NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING
 OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SERVICES

Check out the Classifieds!

CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

Seward County Independent
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In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.com milfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check their 
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

HELP WANTEDWANTED

GUITAR, UKULELE, and DRUM 
LESSONS now available. All 
ages, beginning to advanced 
players. Professional studio.  
Over 30 years of teaching 
experience. Jim Krutz jimkrutz@
gmail.com 402-450-0282

WENDY’S Premier PAINTING

402-641-6092
Find me on        too!

— and—
Interior Home or Business

Refurbished Furniture

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Justice
Refrigeration, Heating & Air

Residential & Commercial
24-hour service

402-803-8788

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266
Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 

Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More
Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

Lee’s
Refrigeration
Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7 Service-Sales-Installation
— Commercial & Residential —

734 Seward St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3644 • 800-274-3644

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
MoreSHOP LOCAL

REAL ESTATE

UNDERWOOD
TEAM P.C.

Al Underwood
Ashley CrowdellEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR
®

402-643-3300
655 SOUTH ST.
SEWARD, NE

200 Montana Circle * Utica
$25,000

629 Jackson Ave. * Seward
$194,000

420-430 1st St. * Utica
$84,500

1171 Ironwood Dr. * Seward
$246,000

Agent/Owner

PRICE REDUCED!

www.underwoodTeam4You.com

117 Goldenrod Ln. * Seward
$485,000

SIMULATED

2124 Parkview Dr. * Seward
$419,000

Agent/Owner

SOLD

1328 Sunrise Dr. * Seward
$168,000

NEW LISTING!

921 N. 3rd St. * Seward
$188,000

NEW LISTING!

SOLD SOLD

202 Knotty Pine Ln. * Seward
$425,000

SOLD

LOCAL  
REALTORS  
WORKING 
FOR YOU!

Shelly
Nitz
402-641-0698

Kelby
Nitz
402-646-0429

Angela
Mueller
402-646-8826

105 Utica Cir • Utica
1 Acre • $27,500

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

490 Church St • Seward
3 BD, 2 BA, Zero Entry • $169,900

Shelly Nitz

112 S 4TH  |  SEWARD, NE 68434  |   402.643.2541  |  WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

shelly.nitz@woodsbros.com

kelby.nitz@woodsbros.com

angela.mueller@woodsbros.com

304 Ash St • Seward
$199,900

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

533 Church St • Seward
$239,900

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

236 N 2nd St • Seward
$149,900

Shelly Nitz / Kelby Nitz

PEN
D

IN
G

 SA
LES

WE HAVE BUYERS
LOOKING TO BUY A HOME

IN YOUR AREA

INVENTORY IS LOW, SELLERS ARE GETTING TOP DOLLAR.
— NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL  —

CALL OR STOP IN TODAY!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! 
For $225/25 word classified 
you can advertise in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers. For 
more information contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed.  $40/month .  65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299.

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784. 

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case. Call 1-866-818-
0868. Free Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar).

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call  Thrasher Foundation 
Repair. A permanent solution 
for waterproofing,  fai l ing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty  crawl  spaces. 
Free Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-3431. 

PROTECT YOUR yield from 
soybean white mold and 
SDS! Ask your seed dealer for 
Heads Up® Seed Treatment. 
Cost effective, Proven results. 
headsupST.com/plant 21 or 
866-368-9306.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - Not just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your Free Dental information 
kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149, www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258.

INVENTORS: FREE information 
package. Have your product 
idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development 
p r o s  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o 
manufacturers. Call 1-877-581-
2504 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

SEEKING FRIENDLY, energetic 
person to manage our meat 
department in Winner, SD. 
Three years meat management 
experience required. Great 
salary, bonus,health insurance, 
a n d  4 0 1 K .  R e s u m e  t o 
msteck58@gmail.com.

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a 
button sends help Fast, 24/7! 
At home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free First 
Aid Kit (with subscription). Call 
855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian Faith 
Publishing for your Free author 
submission kit. 1-866-558-
6428.

PUT ON your TV ears and hear 
TV with unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original were originally 
$129.95, now with this special 
offer are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-855-404-3553. 

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free 
Off-Peak Data. Fast download 
speeds. WiFi built in! Free 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

CDL CLASS A Tanker Truck 
Driver. Annual compensation 
exceeds $80,000.00. Home 
Weekends, and Benefits like 
no other. We haul our own 
products! Contact Tony, 608-
935-0915 Ext. 16.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand on all your favorite 
screens. Choice Package, 
$64.99/month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/month is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124.

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a Free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
671-2859.

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trusted 
by authors since 1920. Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

DONATE YOUR car for Breast 
Cancer! Help United Breast 
Cancer Foundation education, 
prevention & support programs. 
Fast free pickup - 24 hour 
response - tax deduction. 1-888-
309-7108.

STATEWIDES

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST
Milford United Methodist Church
Taking applications for a part-time church 

receptionist. A minimum of 16 hours per week.
Contact the church office by phone

at 402-761-2375 or by email at
umcmilfordne@gmail.com

for a job description and application.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: FT Eve (LPN/RN) & Weekend Only (RN)
• CNAs: FT & PT Day, Evening & Night Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Dietary Manager
• Cook: FT PM Shift | • Housekeeping: FT

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Dietary Aide: FT

FOR RENT
ROOMY APARTMENT, 2 Bdrm, 1 
Bath  in duplex at  236 Jackson 
St., $625 plus security deposit. 
Quiet location, recent upgrades, 
garage, major appliances 
including washer and dryer. 
Near College and downtown, 
no pets. Landlord references. 
Available in April. Call Don 402-
646-5404

NEWER 2 bdrm townhouse with 
double garage, 1010 Augusta 
Dr- Seward. Available April 1st. 
appliances included. No pets, 
no smoking. References and 
deposit required. 402-641-4774

Clean, Spacious 2 BR 1 BATH 
DUPLEX in Seward. Washer/
D r ye r  h o o ku p s .  K i t c h e n 
appliances included. Attached 
one-stall Garage. No Pets. 
Background checks conducted. 
Available March.   402-802-
0508.

LARGE, SPACIOUS 2 BR APT 
below Lothrop Animal Clinic. 
$695/mo + $100 utilities. No 
smoking/no pets. 402-826-
5149.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
Available with dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator, fireplace & 
A/C. Laundry available. $450 
p/mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 
515 South 2nd St-Seward. Call 
402-641-2584.

2-BEDROOM APARTMENT with 
a den area for rent in downtown 
Seward. Call 402-643-3018.

Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971.

STORAGE
UNITS

144 South 10th

643-3034 • 643-3357

TAKING BIDS for Lawn Mowing 
2021 season. Call Beth at Crete 
Apartments. 402-826-2568.

Help Wanted 
Wilber Care Center is now hiring for the following positions:

Part- or full-time or on-call RN
Part- or full-time med aide evening shift

Part- or full-time assisted living day or evening shift
If you are not currently a medication aide, you may still 
qualify for these positions as there is an 8-hour online 

course you can take to qualify you. We offer great 
benefits, competitive wages and hire-on bonus.

Please call Michele 
Vana or Jamie Siems 
at 402-821-2331 for 
more information.



YOUR AD

HERE

402-643-3676
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REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

HELP WANTED
Saline County is accepting 
applications for a Mechanic 
in the Crete Shop. Application 
forms may be obtained from 
the office of the Highway Supt., 
Courthouse, 204 South High, 
Wilber, Ne. 68465. Applications 
must be returned no later than 
5:00 p.m., Monday March 22nd, 
2021. For more information call 
Bruce Filipi at 402-821-2737.

PART TIME HELP WANTED
2 Hours per day, 6 days a week, 
Federal Building. Background 
check and drug testing required. 
Pam’s Cleaning, 402-223-8869

HOME CARE SERVICES  Looking 
for care giver near Milford. 
Services needed: grocery 
shopping, meal preparation, 
transportation, house cleaning, 
m e d i c a t i o n ,  s h o w e r i n g , 
dressing assistance. Call Craig 
(913)231-5880

 
 

 
PREP OPENER/ 

CASHIER 
5 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 
Looking for reliable individuals to help   
make our homemade salsas/preps & give 
friendly service to breakfast and lunch 
customers. 

 
 • $9-$12/hr Pay + Benefits 

• Fun work environment  
• Opportunities for advancement 

 

 
 

APPLY ONLINE 
OR IN PERSON 

442 N 6th St. 
www.amigoskings.com/careers 

E.O.E. 
 

FULL-TIME/PART-TIME
DAY-SHIFT POSITIONS

5 a.m.–2 p.m.
Looking for reliable individuals to 

give friendly service to all customers.
• $9 –$13/hr. pay + benefits

• Fun work environment
• Opportunities for advancement
APPLY ONLINE OR IN PERSON

442 N. 6th St. • Seward
www.amigoskings.com/careers

E.O.E.

NOW HIRING 
CDL Ready 

Mixed Drivers
Crete • Palmyra • Beatrice

Earn $50k-$60k in first year

Medical & Retirement Benefits

Immediate Paid Time Off

Other locations throughout Nebraska

NEBCOinc.com/careers
402-826-2779

Help Wanted
Equipment Operator/

Maintenance
Duties include

feed truck operation.  
Mechanical, welding

and other maintenance 
skills preferred. 
Inquiries can be

emailed to
djdmfc@yahoo.com

or on location at
Midwest Feeding Co. 

851 238th

Milford, NE

Sparetime
Lounge & Grill

123 S. 4th • Seward

Evening &
Weekend

Cook
Full-time or

Part-time
Stop in for
application

CLEANER NEEDED
Typically work as two-person 
team with repeat residential 

clients. Crete, Lincoln. 
Transportation generally 

provided but must have good 
reliable vehicle. $10–$15/hr 
depending on experience.

 Sparkle Queen 
Cleaning Service

Dorchester, NE 402-314-5249

City of Seward is accepting applications (until positions 
are filled) for the following seasonal positions:

• Golf Shop Seasonal
• Summer Seasonal Laborer

(Parks, Street, Water/Wastewater, Golf Grounds)
Applications available at

Seward City Hall, 537 Main St., PO Box 38,
Seward, NE 68434-0038; Telephone 402-643-2928 
and at City website: www.CityofSewardNE.gov.

Reasonable accommodations available for persons
needing assistance in completing application and 

should be made at time of application.
All positions of employment with the City of Seward are subject 

to a Veteran’s Preference. Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Seward – Full-Time Position • Full Benefits

CITY CLERK/
HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR

*** $5,083–$7,056/mo ***
Performs managerial work in municipal government; supervises 
and manages operations and personnel in the City Clerk Office; 
prepares and maintains official municipal records; conducts or 

reviews wage and benefit survey work and calculations; responsible 
for the administration of the City’s personnel system; assists City 

Administrator with employee performance evaluations; performs the 
duties of Civil Service Secretary/Chief Examiner and Secretary to the 
Community Redevelopment Authority. Evening meetings required.

Job description and application:
www.CityofSewardNE.gov.

Seward City Hall, 537 Main St.; PO Box 38;
Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-2928

Reasonable accommodations available for persons 
needing assistance in completing application and should 

be made at time of application.
All positions of employment with the City of Seward are 

subject to a Veteran’s Preference. Equal Opportunity Employer.

East Butler Public School
is accepting applications for a

Food Service Manager
This position will follow a 188-day contract and will consist of 40 
hours per week at $16.00 per hour and will include an insurance 
plan. Job duties will include: manage and coordinate the day-to-

day foodservice operations; assure compliance with District, State, 
and Federal requirements and laws regarding nutrition, sanitation, 

safety, and record-keeping; select, assign, schedule, supervise, 
and direct assigned food service personnel. A complete list of 

performance responsibilities, knowledge, and abilities is available 
at the Superintendent’s office. The position is open until filled.

Interested persons should send a letter of application
and resume to:

Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent
East Butler Public School, PO Box 36, Brainard, NE 68626

402-545-2081  •  meldridge@ebutler.esu7.org  •  EOE

PEN RIDER WANTED
Midwest Feeding in Milford

Experience helpful. Full-time position available. Benefits. 
Apply in person or mail resume to:

Midwest Feeding Co. • 851–238th, Milford, NE 68405
Feedlot is immediately south of the I-80 Milford exit

NOW HIRING!
OPERATIONS IN

Bradshaw | Hampton 
Henderson | Humphrey | Monroe

Rising City | Shelby | Utica | Ulysses
FULL TIME

COMPREHENSIVE BENEFIT PACKAGE 
WITH A PENSION

COMPETITIVE WAGES

CONTACT CVACAREERS.COM 
FOR QUESTIONS/INQUIRIES

FOOD SERVICE  POSITIONS AVAILABLE
The School District of Seward is accepting 

applications for food service positions.
Applications are available at the

District Office, 410 South St., Seward, NE
402-643-2941

The position is subject to a veteran’s preference.

LANDSCAPERS WANTED  —WILL TRAIN!
Love working outdoors? 

Take great pride in a job well done? Come join our team!
Rumery Lawn & Landscape in Seward, NE, is looking for full-time, year-round landscapers!

We are looking for candidates that can work in many areas of our business—
irrigation, landscaping, hardscapes, seeding, sod, mowing and snow removal.

Experience is welcome but not necessary.
We will train the right, hard-working individual. A valid driver’s license is necessary.

Please contact us if you are interested in applying or would like more information:
402-643-4604 or rumerylawnandlandscape@gmail.com

CUSTODIAN NEEDED
The School District of Seward is accepting applications 

for a full-time evening custodian. Benefits include single 
BCBS health insurance, Disability and Life Insurance, 

paid vacation, holidays, sick leave and retirement. 
Applications are available at the District Office,

410 South Street, Seward, NE
or on our website at www.sewardpublicschools.org
under employment opportunities. 402-643-2941.
The position is subject to a veterans’ preference.

The Village of Utica is accepting applications 
for pool lifeguards and a ballfield maintenance 

person for the 2021 season.

Applications are available at the Clerk’s Office, 
466 1st Street or phone 402-534-4237
to have one mailed or emailed to you. 
Lifeguards must submit copies of all 
certifications with their applications.

Please respond by March 31, 2021, if possible. 
EOE

· Start March 2021 or Summer of 2021
· Approximate daily hours 7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
· 12-month work agreement
· $15.00 an hour starting wage
· Family health ($1,050 deductible) and single dental insurance
· 10 sick Days, 10 vacation days, 10 paid holidays
· Criminal and HHS background checks required
· Experience in finance or accounting preferred
· Work with federal programs and grant reimbursement
· Create quarterly district newsletter
· Maintain district calendar
· Review facility use requests
· Assist with option enrollment program
· Reports directly to the business manager and 

superintendent

DAVID CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
District Bookkeeper

Applications can be picked up at the district office
in the preschool annex building or printed from the 

school website: davidcitypublicschools.org.
Call 402-367-4590 and ask for Dr. Chad Denker, Supt, 

for more information. Positions are subject to veterans’ 
preference and are open until filled.

David City Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

· Start March 2021 or Summer of 2021
· Approximate daily hours 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
· 10-month work agreement (typically August 1– May 31)
· $14.00 an hour starting wage
· Single health ($1,050 deductible) and single dental insurance
· 10 PTO days, 9 paid holidays
· Criminal and HHS background checks required
· Oversee all aspects of activity concessions
· Work with student information system
· Help principal, assistant principal, activities director, and 

guidance counselor
· Maintain district calendar
· Cross-train with high school registrar
· Assist with mandatory state reports
· Report directly to the high school principal

DAVID CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
High School Administrative Assistant

Applications can be picked up at the district office
in the preschool annex building or printed from the 

school website: davidcitypublicschools.org.
Call 402-367-4590 and ask for Dr. Chad Denker, Supt, 

for more information. Positions are subject to veterans’ 
preference and are open until filled.

David City Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED
Part-time
Cashiers

15 to 20 hours per week
• Must be at least 21 years old
• Varied hours including some
   weekends

Apply today at
Gas N Snaks

541 Jackson Ave. • Seward, NE

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN/LPN – Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred.  Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday–Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

Hefty Seed Co. in Seward, NE, is now taking applications for the position of 
Warehouse Shipping & Receiving Associate. This associate performs a variety of 
warehouse-based duties including but not limited to: inventory management, 
shipping and receiving bulk and packaged product, preparing orders, and routine 
cleaning and maintenance. Person must be able to lift 50 lbs and operate a 
forklift. Proficiency in Microsoft Office is a huge benefit. The ideal candidate will 
possess or be willing to obtain a Class A CDL. Experience in agriculture is preferred, 
but not required. Willing to train the right individual. Drug testing required.

WAREHOUSE SHIPPING & RECEIVING ASSOCIATE

Please apply in person at:
Hefty Seed Company

2045 280th  |  Seward, NE 68434  |  402-646-2040

PT ATTENDANT
position at

SEWARD CAR WASH

Great for retired person/
college student.

Must be 18+ years old.
Flexible up to 20 hrs per week.

Call Fred at 402-641-4089.
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