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Milford wrestlers celebrate Hunter Oborny's consolation semifinal win at districts Feb. 13. The victory assured Oborny of a spot at state. Pictured are, from left, Isaac Voboril, Chris-
topher Scdoris, Konner Schluckebier, Eli Vondra and Keenan Troyer. Read more about how the Eagles did on page 9.

An (almost) perfect 10

Record lows freeze Milford 
In an already un-

precedented winter, 
more winter weather 
records fell earlier this 
week.

The National Weath-
er Service of Valley, 
Neb. reported that 
Tuesday's low tem-
perature of -25 degrees 
and Monday's of -6 set 
records for the low tem-
perature and coldest 
high temperature for 
the Seward area. The 
previous record low of 
-11 was recorded in 1978 
and the coldest high 
temperature mark was 
previously -1, set in 
1936, said meteorologist 
Hallie Bova.

Monday's frigid 
temps were the cap on a 
cold streak that settled 
into the area earlier in 
the month. Bova said 
that the low tempera-
ture for a day had not 
climbed above zero 

since Feb. 6.
“We're in an out-

break of arctic air, com-
ing down from Canada 
and farther north,” she 
said. “It's low pressure 
that's stuck in place 
and pulling cold air 
down for the last week. 
It's just been sitting 
there.”

Air that cold can cre-
ate several health and 
infrastructure hazards. 
The National Weather 
Service advises that se-
vere frostbite can occur 
in as little as 15 min-
utes with temperatures 
-15 degrees or colder.

Milford Superinten-
dent Kevin Wingard 
said that while the 
school closed for two 
days this week, last 
week's ramp up to the 
historic freeze caused 
very few problems. He 
said buses are stored 
inside overnight and 

were not limited due to 
the cold. With all build-
ings up to date and 
adequately heated, he 
said the buildings, too, 
have not experienced 
any issues.

“We have a system 
set up so it cools down 
and we don't run the 
heat as much, but once 
this forecast came 
through, we decided to 
run our heat at a pretty 
high level to make sure 
we don't fall behind,” 
he said. “Our buildings 
are doing pretty well 
right now.”

Last week, Wingard 
said students were 
constantly reminded of 
the hazards these tem-
peratures can pose to 
the human body. Some 
students still walked to 
school in below freezing 
temps, but he said most 

(continued on 3)
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A digital temperature reading on a downtown Milford electronic sign illustrates the 
frigid temperatures currently being experienced in this region. Other unofficial readings 
overnight Monday into Tuesday morning were as much as -20 to -27 with “feels like” 
temperatures accounting for the wind chill dropping to -40 to -45. Chuck Matzke honored

“He’s the first one in our Rotary 
Club!” said longtime Rotarian Clark 
Kolterman when introducing Charles 
“Chuck” Matzke, at the Rotary 
luncheon at the Seward Civic Center 
Feb. 10.

The club honored Matzke for 50 
years of continuous membership in 
the Seward Rotary Club. 

“The Seward Rotary Club was es-
tablished in 1925 and this is the club’s 
96th year of existence, but we believe, 
and according to our records, Chuck 
Matzke has the honor of being the 
first member in the Seward Rotary 
Club to achieve the honor of 50 years 
of continuous membership in our 
Seward Rotary Club,” Kolterman 
said

Matzke joined the Seward Rotary 
Club, nominated and sponsored by 
his employer, Tom Wake, Jr., when 
both were working at the Jones Bank 
in Seward. Matzke joined the Seward 
Rotary Club on Feb. 1, 1971, and has 
even more years with the Rotary 
organization, as he was a Rotarian at 
his previous employment in Pawnee 
City, as well.

Matzke and his wife, Jan, moved to 
Seward in 1970 to work as a loan offi-
cer at the Jones Bank in Seward. He 

served as the president of the Seward 
Rotary during the 1978-1979 Rotary 
Club year and has held almost every 
office in the organization and served 
on almost all of the committees. 

He has lived the Rotary motto of 
“Service Above Self” and continues 
to volunteer and assist with club 
projects. He is proud to be awarded 
the Rotary International Paul Harris 
award.

His most recent Rotary Club pas-
sion is the Rotary Club Dictionary 
Literacy Project, where he and his 
wife travel county wide, handing out 
free Webster Dictionaries to area 
third graders on behalf of Rotary. 
They usually made special dictio-
nary presentations, but because of 
the pandemic, the books could only 
be delivered to the school offices this 
year. 

They have also hosted 
numerous Rotary Inter-
national Group Study 
Exchange members from 
many countries across the 
globe and keep in contact 
with many of them. In 2019, 
they participated in the 
Rotary Club Sister City 
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From left, Jon and Bonnie Kruse, co-chairs of Rotary Foundation, and Rotary President 
Brady Johnson present Jan Matzke with the Paul Harris Award and recognize Charles 
"Chuck" Matzke for 50 Years in the Seward Rotary Club.
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Wondering about 
memory care? 

We can help.

Three locations in Lincoln:

5720 S. 25th St  |  6616 S. 84th St  |  240 South 70th St

CountryHouse.net/Lincoln or (402) 853-7809 

Our home-like community is tailored exclusively 

to caring for those with Alzheimer’s and 

dementia. Whether you’re just starting to 

research options or ready to make a move now, 

we can help you every step of the journey.

Jen Gollehon,  
Senior Living Consultant

Diane Manor,  
Senior Living Consultant

Kelsi Hutchison,  
Senior Living Consultant

Milford musicians create colorful music

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Milford High 
School jazz and concert 
bands on Thursday, Feb. 
11 presented the annu-
al ExtravaBANDza. 
The night’s theme was 
“Colors,” as the concert 
band performed works 
by color-themed bands 
Deep Purple and Pink 
Floyd, as well as the 
anthemic “Purple Rain” 
by Prince. 

The night ended with 
a performance of High 

School Musical’s “We’re 
All In This Togeth-
er” featuring a dance 
number by the band’s 
seniors.

The jazz band per-
formed three songs, 
including “Hot Choco-
late,” “Hip Hug” and a 
rendition of “My Favor-
ite Things” from “The 
Sound of Music.

Throughout the 
night, director Phil 
Goddard provided jokes 
that elicited equal parts 
groans and laughs.

PHOTOS BY GREG FORBES/SCI

The Milford High School Band closed out its annual ExtravaBANDza on Feb. 11 with dance number led by the seniors 
during a performance of “We’re All In This Together” from Disney’s “High School Musical.”

The Milford High School Jazz Band performed three songs 
during the Milford ExtravaBANDza Thursday, Feb. 11 at the 
Milford High School north gym.

Socially distanced throughout the bleachers, the Milford High School concert band 
presented four songs with the theme of “Colors” during its annual ExtravaBANDza Feb. 
11 at Milford High School. The color theme incorporated songs by Pink Floyd and Deep 
Purple as well as the iconic hit “Purple Rain” by Prince.

A Milford High student makes sure the performance is be-
ing captured via Striv. With the audience limited to families 
of juniors and seniors, the streamed concert was viewable 
for those at home.

Milford High School instrumental instructor Phil Goddard 
warms up the crowd with a few jokes at the annual Extrav-
aBANDza Feb. 11.

Economize your cover crops
by Jenny Rees
Seward-York counties Exenstion 
educator

This week I found 
gratitude time and 
again for a warm home. 
Thinking of those who 
haven’t been as fortu-
nate. 

Have also thought 
about our livestock 
producers taking care 
of animals. In the 
unfortunate event of 
livestock losses, please 
document/take pho-
tos in the event of any 
disaster declarations 
for livestock indemnity 
payments.

Crop/Livestock 
Systems On-Farm 
Research Study: At last 
week’s cover crop and 
soil health conference, 
Ken Herz shared on 
his family’s on-farm 
research study. I’m so 
proud of and grateful to 
the entire Herz family 
for their partnership in 
this study and for the 
focus on the economics 
of an entire system.

This study was de-
signed with a system’s 
perspective incorporat-
ing crops, cattle, cover 
crops in a way that fit 
many operations in a 
non-irrigated setting. 
Their goals were to 
increase soil organic 
matter and ultimate-
ly determine yield 
and economics of the 
entire system. The crop 
rotation is wheat (with 
cover crop planted into 
stubble after harvest), 
corn and soybeans. 

Cattle graze the 
cover crop in the win-
ter and also graze the 
corn residue. No-till 
wheat prior to corn for 
increased moisture 
saving and yield is 
common in this part of 
the state as is planting 
a cover crop into wheat 
stubble for grazing. 
The questions I hear 
include:

1. What moisture 
and potential yield am I 
giving up to the succes-
sive corn crop if I plant 
a cover crop into my 
wheat stubble?

2. If there’s a yield 
loss in the successive 
corn crop, do the eco-
nomics of grazing the 
cover crop offset that 
loss?

We had three treat-
ments and two loca-

tions (Location 1 had a 
cool-season cover crop 
and Location 2 had a 
warm-season one). The 
treatments are: un-
grazed wheat stubble, 
ungrazed cover crop 
and grazed cover crop. 
We’ve collected soil 
property, moisture, nu-
trient and health data; 
yield and moisture of 
each crop; cover crop 
biomass; grazing days 
and economics.

Location 1 in Nuck-
olls County began in 
2016 with a cool season 
cover crop planted after 
wheat was harvested 
and manure applied. 
A three-year analysis 
showed no difference 
in soil physical proper-
ties (bulk density and 
compaction) amongst 
treatments. There was 
greater total microbial 
and fungal biomass in 
the grazed cover crop 
treatment (indicators of 
improved soil health). 
Interestingly, the un-
grazed wheat stubble 
is the most economical 
treatment at this loca-
tion. 

The reasons includes 
the cost of hauling 
water for grazing, 
numerically higher 
yields in the ungrazed 
wheat stubble, variable 
biomass in cool sea-
son cover and a large 
yield hit to the 2018 
soybeans in the grazed 
cover crop treatment 
during a dry year. In 
2018, to the line there 
was a stress difference 
in the soybeans and 
that treatment read 
drier via soil moisture 
sensors. They’ve been 
conservative with graz-
ing so at the time we 
couldn’t explain it. 

In taking soil health 
tests in year 3, we re-
alized how greatly the 
microbial biomass had 
increased where cattle 
grazed. Our hypothe-
sis is microbes broke 
down the remaining 
residue exposing soil 
to more evaporative 
losses resulting in less 
soil moisture and less 
yield for soybeans in 
the grazed treatment 
during a dry year. 

It’s now on our radar 
when grazing occurs 
to get cattle off even 
sooner to account for 
feeding the microbes, 
too.

Location 2 in Web-
ster County began 
in 2018 with a warm 
season cover crop. 
More than four tons of 
biomass allowing for 
91 grazing days, not 
hauling water, and no 
successive crop yield 
differences all led to 
the grazed cover crop 
being the most econom-
ical treatment at this 
location.

Take home points: 
It’s important to add all 
the components when 
looking at economics. 
Grazed cover crop 
treatment at Location 
1 would look better if 
we didn’t include the 
large cost of hauling 
water and if there 
was more cool season 
biomass allowing for 
more grazing days. The 
differing results at the 
two locations showed 
the influence of cover 
crop biomass and im-
portance of including 
value of grazing; fenc-
ing/water/labor costs 
for livestock; cover crop 
costs; and successive 
crop yields in system 
economics. 

It’s easy to make 
assumptions that a 
certain practice is prof-
itable. Location 1 will 
hopefully continue an-
other six years switch-
ing the cool season 
cover crop to a warm 
season one to compare 
economics on the same 
field. We’re curious if 
the warm season cover 
will increase biomass 
and grazing days 
enough to outweigh 
the water hauling costs 
and show a benefit to 
the grazed cover crop 
treatment, or if the 
ungrazed wheat stubble 
will remain the most 
economical for this 
field location.

Regarding cover 
crop economics, it 
could be helpful to 
determine a consistent 
way for assessing a 
dollar value for poten-
tial benefits such as 
aiding in weed and ero-
sion control, nutrient 
uptake, etc. This may 
aid conversations with 
landlords and lenders 
for those desirous to try 
them. Without livestock 
value, currently on pa-
per, there’s really only 
costs.

Stay warm and safe! 
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#BigRed 
Responsible
SLOW THE SPREAD

Protect yourself, 
protect others!

dhhs.ne.gov/Coronavirus

Get the COVID vaccine when it’s your 
turn so you can share special moments 
with those who mean  
the most to you.

protect the 
ones you love

Learn more at 
DoRightRightNow.org

$2,000 Scholarships
Nebraska Press Association Foundation

Selection based on:
• Scholastic Ability
• Good Citizenship in School
• Good Citizenship in Community
• Preference will be given to students who will be 

pursuing print journalism and/or advertising/
marketing education at Nebraska colleges/
universities.

Applications must be post-marked by March 26, 2021.
For more information and application form, 

www.nebpress.com

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
W O R K E R ?

 www.BuildSummit.net

Build your  
career with us.

APPLY TODAY

(continued from 1)
were prepared for the cold.

“Our elementary school staff is 
reminding students to dress warm, 
wear gloves and hats and our social 
media posts are reminding other peo-
ple of that, too,” he said. “Our teach-
ers and nurses do a great job making 
sure our students are prepared.”

Fortunately, Bova said some of the 
snow may be on its way out later this 

week as warmer weather moves into 
the area. High temperatures in the 
mid-30s are expected towards the end 
of the week. Bova said that the warm 
up will require a cautious eye on 
flooding potential, but said the degree 
of potential issues is yet to be seen.

“We're not concerned yet but there 
is a potential as things start to warm 
up,” she said.

Cold temps
by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County 
Board of Commis-
sioners held a public 
hearing for a condi-
tional use permit for 
a livestock operation 
expansion for Wehrs 
Feed Yard and heard 
from District 5 Pro-
bation’s Carrie Rodri-
guez during its Feb. 9 
meeting.

No one was present 
to speak for or against 
the expansion. Wehrs 
wants to update its 
waste area and go from 
1,000 head of cattle to 
2,500.

This, along with a 
replat to turn 28 par-
cels into one, located 
in the Karovan Addi-
tion owned by Alyssa 
Hendrix, were both 
approved by the board. 
No one was present to 
oppose that subdivi-
sion.

Rodriguez and Mor-
gan Campbell of Dis-
trict 5 Probation were 
present to discuss an 
interlocal agreement 
for an expansion of 
problem-solving court 
into Seward County. 
Problem-solving court, 
which operates within 
county court, deals 
with substance abuse, 
mental health cases 
and more.

According to Ro-
driguez, all personnel 
would be provided by 
York County Court, 
which has had the 
program for five years. 
A monthly fee would be 
charged to the county, 
however.

The commissioners 
approved the agree-
ment, but Rodriguez 
was to be present at the 
Feb. 16 meeting to dis-
cuss what budget the 
program gets funded 
under and how much 
the monthly charge 

will be.
In another matter, 

Highway Superinten-
dent Terry Wicht was 
present to set a date for 
the county’s one- and 
six-year road plan pre-
sentation. March 9 at 10 
a.m. was approved and 
Wicht was allowed to 
advertise for the hear-
ing at least two weeks 
in advance.

Wicht also discussed 
with board members 
the possible purchase 
of a trench compactor 
to help install culverts 
and keep them from 
eroding. The board 
approved the purchase 
and Wicht will look at 
rentals.

The next Seward 
County Board of Com-
missioners meeting 
will be Feb. 23 at 9 a.m. 
on the third floor of 
the courthouse. The 
meetings are open to 
the public.  

Commissioners talk CUP 

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Deadlines for various 
producer assistance pro-
grams are fast approach-
ing, and local Farm 
Service Agency chapters 
are making sure grow-
ers are prepared for 
several vital resources.

Bobbie Kriz-Wick-
ham, Public Affairs and 
Outreach Coordinator 
for the USDA-FSA Ne-
braska State Office, said 
land owners have three 
deadlines to consider 
in the near future. The 
first, she said, is the 
Conservation Reserve 
Program, which allows 
landowners to take en-
vironmentally sensitive 
land out of production 
for rental payment.

She said the deadline 
for the CRP signup is a 
bit of a question mark 
this year. While signups 
began in January and 
the deadline was orig-
inally scheduled for 
Friday, Feb. 12, the Joe 
Biden presidential ad-
ministration has extend-
ed the deadline. 

Kriz-Wickham said 
the administration is 
currently considering 
changes to the program. 
Although she said no 
details are available to 
FSA offices about what 
the changes may be or 
when the new deadline 
is, submissions can still 
be made and reconsid-
ered should the design of 
the program change.

“We don't know what 
changes maybe are 
coming at this time and 
we hope to have those 
details soon,” she said. 
“There's a lot of work to 
go ahead and do on the 
application now, and 
once we get the details 
and there are changes 
made, we can go back 
in and update that with 
our customers. It's up to 
them (customers) wheth-
er they want to move 
forward or just wait and 
see.”

She said FSA and the 
USDA will publicize 
the new deadline thor-
oughly once it becomes 

available.
The next program to 

keep in mind, she said, 
is the Quality Loss Ad-
justment Program. This 
provides assistance to 
producers who suffered 
crop quality losses due 
to natural disasters in 
2018 and 2019. Kriz-Wick-
ham said the most nota-
ble event in that time-
frame would have been 
the significant flooding 
and excessive moisture 
in 2019.

“For this program, 
one of the qualifying 
things is they had to 
have a 5% quality loss 
reflected in quality 
discount or nutrient loss 
shown through docu-
mentation,” she said. 
“That means producers 
have sales sheets or 
sales contracts with 
customers that would 
outline what kind of 
discounts were imposed 
due to quality losses.”

She said those who 
would like to learn more 
about the program can 
tune into a webinar 
through the Nebras-
ka FSA State Office 
from noon to 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, by 
logging onto https://
globalmeetwwebinar.
webcasts.com/starthere.
jsp?ei+1432338&tp_
key=649d5d67ba. The 
link, as well as more 
information, can also be 
found at fsa.usda.gov/ne.

The third program 
Kriz-Wickham high-
lighted was the annual 
Agriculture Risk Cov-
erage/Price Loss Cov-
erage. The commodity 
safety programs, part 
of the 2018 Farm Bill, 
provide a safety net of 
sorts to producers. She 
said the enrollment pro-
cess for that program is 
March 15. 

Those who have not 
completed it are advised 
to schedule a meeting 
with their local FSA of-
fices. An archived video 
to help with the decision 
making process can be 
found at https://farm.
unl.edu/farm-program-
and-ag-policy-update-
dec-17-2020-webinar.

Additionally, 
Kriz-Wickham said she 
recommended producers 
begin loan applications 
for new loans or request 
for service on existing 
loans if they have not 
done so yet.

“We definitely want 
folks to come in and talk 
to us about their opera-
tions, what they hope to 
achieve and what help 
they would like and we 
see where we can pro-
vide a loan,” she said.

Kriz-Wickham said 
she does encourage all 
producers to check with 
their local FSA offices 
before scheduling a 
meeting to see how the 
offices are operating 
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Producers who want 
service should always 
call first to find the 
status of the office, and 
get an appointment,” she 
said.

She also encouraged 
producers to frequently 
visit farmers.gov and 
fsa.usda.gov/ne for up-
dates and additional re-
sources as they become 
available.

USDA deadlines coming up 
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by Gov. Pete Ricketts

Nebraska is on the 
path to becoming the 
best state in the nation 
for military personnel 
and veterans. 

We’ve been institut-
ing new policies that 
benefit 
military 
fami-
lies and 
veterans 
and that 
connect 
them with 
leadership 
opportuni-
ties in the workforce. 

We want to encour-
age the veterans who 
live here now to stay in 
Nebraska and contribute 
their skills to grow our 
state. We also want to 
invite others to relocate 
or retire here.

One of our biggest 
areas of focus over the 
past couple of years has 
been giving our military 
families access to more 
job opportunities. For 
example, we expanded 
the hiring preference 
for the State of Nebraska 
to include spouses of 
service members. 

We revised regula-
tions to allow military 
spouses to receive a 
three-year teaching per-
mit in Nebraska with a 
valid out-of-state license. 
We also entered into the 
Enhanced Nurse Licen-
sure Compact, which 
allows nurses to have 
one multi-state license. 

This makes it easier 
for military spouses to 
begin work in nursing 
after moving to our state. 
This year, I’m work-
ing with Senators Rita 
Sanders and Carol Blood 
of Bellevue on LB 389 
to remove barriers that 
impede military spouses 
from being certified to 

teach in Nebraska. 
We’re investing in the 

health and wellbeing 
of our veterans. The 
State has received grant 
funding from the Unit-
ed States Department 
of Veterans Affairs to 
design and construct an 
expansion at the East-
ern Nebraska Veterans’ 
Home in Bellevue. 

To be eligible for the 
USVA grant funding, 
the State was required 
to match 35% of the 
project’s cost. I includ-
ed those funds in my 
2019 budget, which the 
Legislature approved. 
The federal funds are 
allowing EVNH to add a 
net total of 24 private as-
sisted-living beds along 
with space for a brand 
new Adult Day Health 
Care program. 

These additions will 
help us better serve 
and directly care for 
our state’s veterans and 
their families. 

Last year, I worked 
with the Legislature to 
pass veterans tax relief. 
At my request, Senator 
Tom Brewer of Gordon 
introduced LB 153 to 
exempt 50% of military 
retirement income from 
state income taxation. 

The bill passed 
without a single vote of 
opposition, which signi-
fies the great support for 
veterans here in Nebras-
ka. I signed LB 153 into 
law in August. 

Our work is making 
a difference. When I tes-
tified to the Legislature 
in support of veterans 
tax relief early in 2019, 
all of the states around 
us were adding military 
retirees while Nebraska 
was losing them. 

The latest report from 
the Department of De-
fense shows that Nebras-
ka’s military veteran 

retiree population has 
slightly increased. We’ve 
already taken several 
steps toward our goal of 
being the best state for 
veterans, and we’re just 
getting started. 

This year, we have an 
opportunity to finish the 
work we began on vet-
erans tax relief in 2020. 
On Jan. 29, I testified in 
front of the Legislature’s 
Revenue Committee in 
support of LB 387, which 
would exempt 100% of 
military retirement in-
come from state income 
taxation.

Across the nation, 30 
states don’t tax mili-
tary pensions—either 
because they don’t have 
personal income tax or 
they have special exemp-
tions for veterans and 

military personnel. 
This includes five of 

our six neighbors: Kan-
sas, Missouri, Iowa, South 
Dakota and Wyoming.

I’m supporting this 
same tax relief for the 
nearly 14,000 Nebras-
kans receiving military 
retirement benefits, in-
cluding National Guard 
and Reserve retirees. 
We want to be the most 
appealing place for these 
civic-minded leaders to 
reside after retirement.

LB 387 is a priority 
bill to help build our 
workforce. Those who 
have served a full mili-
tary career and retire in 
Nebraska add immense 
value to our businesses 
and nonprofits. Since 
many military per-
sonnel can retire after 

twenty years of service, 
they often finish their 
military service in their 
40s or 50s. 

At this age, they’re ac-
tively looking to invest 
their wealth of skills in 
a second career or as a 
committed volunteer. 

Military servicemen 
and women are accus-
tomed to moving fre-
quently, as often as ev-
ery couple of years. The 
Department of Defense 
reports that military 
families move 10 times 
more often than civilian 
families. 

By the time they com-
plete their military ca-
reer, the men and women 
in the military have typi-
cally lived in several dif-
ferent communities. They 
can choose from among 

these locations when 
deciding where to retire. 
Given their mobility, we 
need to pursue additional 
strategies to retain them 
once they’re finished 
with their careers.

If you have questions 
about Nebraska’s work 
to support veterans, 
please email me at pete.
ricketts@nebraska.gov 
or call (402) 471-2244. 

This year, the Uni-
cameral has the opportu-
nity to take the next step 
in delivering tax relief 
for our veterans who 
have sacrificed so much. 

Please encourage your 
state senator to stand 
up for our veterans by 
supporting LB 387. You 
can find their contact 
information at www.
nebraskalegislature.gov. 

by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

So a recorded Zoom meeting 
went viral last week when a lawyer 
was meeting with a judge via video 
with a cat filter over 
his face.

The poor lawyer 
could not get the 
filter off and had to go 
through the meeting 
looking like a baby 
cat while using his 
normal voice and 
attorney jargon.

If you haven’t 
watched it, go on You-
tube right now and get back to this 
column when you can, I’ll wait.

Ok, good? Let’s continue.
When I saw it, I watched it four 

times in a row and had to wipe 
away tears because I was laughing 
so hard, not so much at the lawyer’s 
expanse but the filter itself.

I mean, it’s a kitten with huge 
eyes but sounds like a man.

Here I go again…give me a min-
ute.

Anyway, when he saw it, editor 
Greg suggested I write about it for 
this week and I instantly said yes.

Sometimes I wonder exactly 
why videos go viral because to be 
honest, a majority of them I don’t 
understand.

Some of them are mean, dramat-
ic or pointless, in my opinion.

But other times, like this cat one, 
I get it. This was a serious situation 
with an adorable mishap and what’s 
not to love about that?

I actually watched an interview 
with the lawyer shortly after the 
video gained traction and he was 
smiling, shrugging and laughing 
the whole time.

When he was asked questions, he 
just put his hands up in surrender 
as if to say, “Your guess is as good 
as mine.”

I think this video, whether you 
think it’s funny or not, is a good re-
minder to not take life too seriously.

In the current world we live in, 
we need to keep in mind it’s OK to 
laugh, even if it’s at ourselves.

We are made to feel joy, enjoy 
ourselves and others and all in all, 
be happy.

Feeling joy is where the best 
memories are made, and I find 
myself anyway reminiscing about 
those moments in life more often 
than the terrible or dark ones.

Most of the time, they bring a 
smile to my face just by thinking 
about them and if you’re in the mo-
ment, it’s even better.

If you’ve been feeling low lately 
or the cold weather has been wear-
ing on your mood, I encourage you 
to do something, find something, 
say something that makes you 
laugh.

Maybe it’s telling a joke, watch-
ing a comedic movie or calling a 
funny friend.

Find something to make your 
cheeks hurt and laughter fill the 
room. I promise you’ll feel better 
almost instantly and that feeling 
will stay with you for a while.

Now where was I? Oh yeah, cat 
video.

PINONPINONOOPa
g

e 4
February 17, 2021

A weekly newspaper published each 
Wednesday at 129 S. 6th St., Seward, 
NE 68434 by Rhoades Publishing Inc. 
Periodical postage paid at Milford, NE. 
Postmaster send changes of address to 
P.O. Box 723, Milford, NE 68405.
E-mail the news dept. at editor@
sewardindependent.com, the ad dept. 
at nichole@sewardindependent.com 
or kevin@sewardindependent.com, 
the circulation dept. at subscriptions@
sewardindependent.com.
Office hours 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Mon., 
Thurs., and Fri., 12 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Wed. 
Normal deadline is noon Monday.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

$32.00 .... Seward County

$34.00 ..............Adjoining  
Counties (York,  

Lancaster, Saline,  
Butler, and Saunders)

$38.00 .............Statewide

$42.00 ..........Out of State
PO Box 723 • Milford, NE 68405

402-761-2911 or 402-643-3676 • Fax 402-643-6774
www.milfordtimes.net

USPS 593-200  •  Postage paid at Milford, NE 68405
 Published once a week  •  Owned by Rhoades Publishing, Inc.

— STAFF DIRECTORY —
Kevin L. Zadina, publisher • kevinzadina@sewardindependent.com
Greg Forbes, editor • editor@sewardindependent.com
Stephanie Croston, assistant editor/sports editor • scroston@sewardindependent.com
Hope Moural, reporter • hope@sewardindependent.com
Tammy Leff, business mgr/bookkeeping • tammyleff@sewardindependent.com
                    circulation • subscriptions@sewardindependent.com
Monique Peetz, office assistant • monique@sewardindependent.com
                          legal notices • office@sewardindependent.com
Nichole Javorsky, advertising • nichole@sewardindependent.com
Jenny Brinkmeyer, advertising/customer service • jenny@sewardindependent.com
Kelly Sweet, office assistant • news@milfordtimes.net
Dave Fiala, graphic artist • dave@sewardindependent.com
Hailey Behlen, graphic artist • hailey@sewardindependent.com

Gov. Pete 
Ricketts

Now we want to know:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Hope 
Moural

Reporter 

We asked you:Cat video good reminder

How do you scoop snow in your driveway?

Shovel

Snowblower

Someone else does it 

Haven't scooped yet 

Vote online at milfordtimes.com or on our Facebook page. Results will 
be published in next week’s issue. 

What’s a classic Valentine’s Day gift you plan to give this year? 

A card: 0

Chocolate: 1

Flowers: 0

Nothing: 2

Working to become #1 state for vets

Stay warm, safe and healthy! 
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Join us in helping the children in our
community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909Join us in helping the children in our

community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909

Join us in helping the children in our
community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909

To find out how to list your church,  
call 402-643-3676.

Area Churches
Bellwood Mennonite Church

520 S. B St. • Milford • 761-2709
Pastor Steve Griffin

stephenpaulgriffin@gmail.com
Youth Pastor Taric Leichty • taric33@live.com

www.bellwoodchurch.org
Sunday School ...........................................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship .......................................................10:00 a.m.
Jr. High Youth (Wednesday) ......................................6:15 p.m.
Sr. High Youth (Wednesday) ......................................7:30 p.m.

Christian Montessori School Ages 3-6 • 761-3095

Beth-El Community Church
115 N. F St. • Milford • 761-3610

Interim Pastor David Baynes
Sunday School ...........................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........................................10:30 a.m.
Sr. High Youth (Select Sundays) ................................6:30 p.m.
Jr. High Youth (Select Sundays) ................................6:30 p.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
101 Maple St. • Pleasant Dale • 795-3885

Pastor Tim Gall • www.pleasantdalelutheran.com
Sunday Worship .........................................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study..................................................10:30 a.m.

East Fairview Mennonite Church
508 280th • Milford • 761-2836

Senior Pastor Kyle Roth • 641-8100
Associate Pastor Brad Roth • 641-7962

Sunday School ...........................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........................................10:10 a.m.
Prayer Meeting ................................................ Wed., 7:00 p.m.

Family Life Assembly of God
303 S. A St. • Milford • 761-2664

Pastor Lamoin Lytle • familylifemilford.com
Sunday Worship .......................................................10:00 a.m.
RoundTable Discussion Live (Sunday)......................6:00 p.m.
KidLife (Wednesday) .................................................6:00 p.m.
Vertical Youth (Wednesday) .......................................6:00 p.m.
RoundTable Discussion Review (Wednesday). .........6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2668 Pioneers Road (1 mi. west of Milford) • 761-3146

Pastor Steve Stork
www.goodshepherd-milford.org

Sunday Adult Bible Study .......................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ....................................................10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study ...................................... Thurs., 8:30 a.m.
Kids’ Bible Classes, Pre-K through 6th grade
.......................... (during school year) Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class...(during school year) Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

Grace Missionary Church
501 Fairway Drive • Milford • 761-2084

Senior Pastor Andy Petro • andypetro.mwd@gmail.com
Associate Pastor Levi Petro • leviticuspetro@outlook.com

www.gracemissionary.org
Sunday School .......................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ...................................................................... 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Prayer (Tuesday) .......................................................7:00 p.m.
Awana K–6th Grade (Wednesday during school year).............7:00 p.m. 
Youth Jr. High (Wednesday at Bellwood) .................................6:15 p.m.
Youth Sr. High (Wednesday at Bellwood) ................................7:30 p.m. 

Milford Mennonite Church
920 Third St. • Milford • 761-2244

Pastor Tim Springer
milfordmennonite@gmail.com

Sunday Worship ....................................................10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church .................................................10:00 a.m.

Milford United Methodist Church
610 Second St. • Milford • 761-2375

Pastor Angela DeFisher
umcmilfordne@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/MilfordUnitedMethodistChurch
Little Leaps of Faith • 402-761-3380

Sunday School  .......................................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship  ...................................................10:30 a.m.
Community Food Pantry  .....................Call for Appointment

Many churches have resumed services 
with restrictions. Please check with the 
church before attending any services.

Donna L. Roth
Feb. 6, 1934 – Feb. 8, 2021

Donna Lee Roth was born Feb. 6, 1934, on a farm 
near Seward to Jake and Esther Roth, the third 
of six children, and 
passed away peace-
fully surrounded by 
family on Monday, 
Feb. 8, 2021, at Kin-
ship Pointe Assisted 
Living Center in 
Seward at the age of 
87.

As a young girl, 
Donna attended Glen-
dale Country School 
District 49 through 
the eighth grade. 
Donna accepted 
Christ as her per-
sonal Savior at East 
Fairview Mennonite 
Church, was baptized and was a faithful member. 
She helped her parents on the farm as a young girl. 
On Dec. 30, 1951, she was united in marriage to 
Willis Roth and to this union, three children were 
born, Susan, Dwight and Samuel. Over the years, 
Donna enjoyed doing domestic work and cleaned 
houses for more than 40 years. She was a loving 
mother and farm wife. Donna served her Lord by 
faithfully serving in the church teaching Sunday 
School, vacation Bible school and was an officer in 
the WMSC sewing group. Donna spent many hours 
reading and memorizing Scripture. She especial-
ly enjoyed reading the Psalms and they became a 
main source of comfort and strength to her over the 
years. She loved to bake and cook, especially cinna-
mon rolls, cookies and homemade noodles, which 
she enjoyed sharing with all family members. Her 
love for quilting blessed many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, each quilt stitched together 
with love. Family was a very important part of 
Donna’s life and she loved being together with them 
and having fun. Donna was blessed with a second 
marriage to Harold Roth on June 20, 2009, enjoying 
their companionship together before his death in 
2016.

Survivors include her daughter and son-in-law, 
Susan and Floyd Nitzsche; sons and daughter-in-
law, Dwight and the late Kendra Roth and Sam 
and Dawn Roth, all of Milford; 10 grandchildren, 
Kendall (Natalie) Nitzsche, Bill (Natalie) Nitzsche, 
Dina (Nevin) Hershberger, Mindy (Nate) Reil, Molly 
(Merlin) Miller, Ryndi Roth, Ty Roth, Keisha Roth 
and fiance, Blaine Teeter and Wade and Wyatt 
Roth; 18 great-grandchildren; sisters and brothers-
in-law, Aloha and Wayne Roth and Lori and Earl 
McCullough, all of Milford; brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law, Dennis and Phyllis Roth, Topeka, Kan-
sas; along with many nieces, nephews and a host of 
other relatives and friends.

Donna was preceded in death by her parents; her 
husbands, Willis in 2000 and Harold in 2016; daugh-
ter-in-law, Kendra in 1997; sisters and brother-in-
law, Arvilla and Wilton Schweitzer and Fredetta 
Roth; brother and sister-in-law, Richard and Elea-
nor Roth; and brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, 
Vern and Lucille Stauffer and Merle and Arlene 
Stutzman.

A funeral service was Feb. 11 at East Fairview 
Mennonite Church in Milford with interment at 
the church cemetery. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to the church. Condolences may be left 
for the family at www.lauberfh.com.

Merle R. Malcom
Jan. 28, 1935 – Feb. 6, 2021

Merle R. Malcom was born Jan. 28, 1935, and 
passed away Feb. 6, 2021. Arrangements are pend-
ing with Lauber Funeral Home in Milford. A full 
obituary may be found and condolences left for the 
family at www.lauberfh.com.

Obituaries Arrests
Information taken from arrest 

affidavits filed with the Seward 
County Court. 

Jaysan Hutchinson, 22, 
Cambridge, Iowa, was arrest-
ed Nov. 23 in connection with 
violating a protection order. Ten 
percent of a $10,000 bond was 
filed and Hutchinson pleaded 
not guilty Dec. 23. A pretrial 
hearing is scheduled for Feb. 3. 

Heather Vanderslice, 40, 
Seward, was arrested Nov. 5 in 
connection with driving un-
der the influence and willful, 
reckless driving. Ten percent 
of a $5,000 bond was filed and 
Vanderslice will appear for sen-
tencing Feb. 17. 

Wilson Estuardo-Hernan-
dez, 24, Crete, was arrested Nov. 
4 in connection with the offense 
of driving under the influence. 
Ten percent of a $5,000 bond was 
filed and Hernandez pleaded 
guilty and was fined $274. 

Trystan Waller, 21, Seward, 
was arrested Nov. 1 in connec-
tion with the offenses of driving 
while under revocation, driving 
under the influence (second 
offense) and possession of a 
controlled substance. A $5,000 
bond was filed and Waller has a 
plea entry hearing scheduled for 
Feb. 10. 

Christopher Forney, 24, 
Milford, was arrested Nov. 4 in 
connection with the offenses of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and drug paraphernalia. 
Ten percent of a $1,000 bond was 

filed and Forney pleaded guilty 
Dec. 9 and was fined $400. 

Jose Cortes was arrested 
Nov. 10 in connection with the 
offenses of driving under the in-
fluence (second offense), refusal 
of a breath test and driving with 
an open alcohol container. Ten 
percent of a $10,000 bond was 
filed and a hearing is scheduled 
for Feb. 24. 

Joshua Hipwell, 40, Grand 
Island, was arrested Nov. 11 in 
connection with the offenses of 
driving under the influence, re-
fusal of a breath test and chem-
ical test, driving left of center 
and on the shoulder. Ten percent 
of a $5,000 bond was filed and 
Hipwell has a pretrial hearing 
scheduled for Feb. 24. 

James Williams II, 52, 
Huntington, Texas, was arrested 
Dec. 9 in connection with the 
offenses of possession of a dead-
ly weapon, theft by shoplifting, 
disturbing the peace and unlaw-
ful consumption of alcohol. He 
appeared for arraignment Jan. 4 
and the case was bound over to 
the district court. 

Ezekiel Menteer, 21, Water-
loo, Iowa, was arrested Dec. 9 
in connection with the offenses 
of possession of THC wax, with 
intent to distribute and flight 
to avoid arrest. Ten percent of a 
$50,000 bond was filed and Men-
teer appeared in court Jan. 20. 

Corey Westphal was arrest-
ed Dec. 4 in connection with the 
offense of possession of a con-

trolled substance. Ten percent 
of a $10,000 bond was filed and 
Westphal was arraigned Feb. 1. 
The case was then bound over to 
the district court. 

Aariqa Allen, 38, Pleasant 
Dale, was arrested Jan. 2 in 
connection with the offense of 
possession of stolen property. A 
$5,000 bond was set and Allen 
appeared for arraignment Feb. 
16. The case was then bound 
over to the district court. 

Taylor Vavra, 24, Dorchester, 
was arrested Dec. 6 in connec-
tion with the offense of driving 
under the influence (second 
offense). Ten percent of a $10,000 
bond was filed and Vavra has a 
pretrial hearing scheduled for 
March 17. 

Michael Gibbens, 47, Lin-
coln, was arrested Dec. 9 in 
connection with the offenses of 
having a headlight out and viola-
tion of an interlock device. Ten 
percent of a $10,000 bond was 
filed and Gibbens will appear for 
sentencing March 3. 

Jared Schroeder, 28, Lin-
coln, was arrested Dec. 31 in 
connection with the offenses 
of flight to avoid arrest, will-
ful reckless driving, plates not 
visible, theft by receiving stolen 
property, driving left of center, 
failure to signal, passing in a 
no pass zone and driving on 
the shoulder. Ten percent of 
a $100,000 bond was filed and 
Schroeder appeared for arraign-
ment Jan. 19. The case was then 
bound over to the district court.

Traffic
Information taken from 

Seward County court records.
Jan. 25 – Feb. 5

Kobi A. Smith, 18, Lincoln, 
speeding 11-15 mph county/state, 
$75 fine.

Christopher M. 
Steele, 49, Gardena, 
California, speeding 
11-15 mph county/state, 
$75 fine; fail to appear 
or comply with citation, 
$100 fine.

Thomas E. Odonnell, 
31, Crete, careless driv-
ing, $100 fine; no license 
on person, $25 fine.

Lance D. Polly, 19, 
Hubbard, no valid reg-
istration – car/pickup/
stepvan, $25 fine.

Kristina M. Britton, 
53, Milford, expired 
in-transit decal, $50 
fine.

Jackson R. Boettch-
er, speeding 6-10 mph 
municipal, $25 fine.

Tekeila L. Shouse, 
20, Gallatin, Missouri, 
speeding 21-35 mph 

interstate, $200 fine.
Susan L. Smith, 59, Brooklyn 

Center, Minnesota, speeding 21-
35 mph interstate, $200 fine.

Lisa J. Eichinger, no val-

id registration – car/pickup/
stepvan, $25 fine.

Ryan J. Butler, 29, Valentine, 
no valid registration – car/pick-
up/stepvan, $25 fine.

County court
Information taken from Seward 

County court records.
Jan. 25 – 29

Derek H. Promes, 33, Seward, at-
tempt of a class 2 misdemeanor, $300 
fine.

Luis Regalado-Juarez, 34, Crete, 
driving under suspension before rein-
stated, $100 fine.

Brendon Garcia, 24, Omaha, third 
degree domestic assault, 60 days jail.

Goehner Spaghetti Feed
Sunday, March 7

Due to COVID-19,
we are only selling
bags of sauce to go.

$20/bag

Mark
YourCalendar!

Please jo in us for the 64th Annual

Serving 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
at the Goehner Fire Hall

Sponsored by the
Goehner Volunteer Fire Department
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ARKETPLACEM
WESLEY FINANCIAL Group, 
LLC, Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-899-7756. 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784. 

TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
510e on us with AT&T’s Buy 
One, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
works! Place your 25 word ad 
into thousands of Nebraska 
homes for $225. Contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850. 

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

VIASAT SATELLITE Internet. 
Up to 12 mbps plans starting 
at $30/month. Our fastest 
speeds (up to 50 mbps) & 
unlimited data plans start at 
$100/month. Call Viasat today: 
1-877-255-9312.

COMBAT VETERANS, Free 
“Lessons Learned (The Hard 
Way) About Combat.” Hated 
enough to kill? Hopeless? 
Wanted to die? Close calls - 
should be dead? Call/text 402-
677-7082.

SOCIAL SECURITY Disability 
Benefits. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
866-563-0161 [Steppacher Law 
Offices LLC Principal Office: 224 
Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a Free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
671-2859.

INVENTORS: FREE information 
package. Have your product 
idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development 
p r o s  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o 
manufacturers. Call 1-877-581-
2504 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation. 

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

PROTECT YOUR yield from 
soybean white mold and 
SDS! Ask your seed dealer for 
Heads Up® Seed Treatment. 
Cost effective, Proven results. 
headsupST.com/plant 21 or 
866-368-9306.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
Easy, One Day updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-596-6325.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a 
button sends help Fast, 24/7! 
At home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free First 
Aid Kit (with subscription). Call 
855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand on all your favorite 
screens. Choice Package, 
$64.99/month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/month is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124.

EARTHL INK H IGH Speed 
Internet. As low as $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months). 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earthlink 
today, 1-844-254-0368.

BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian Faith 
Publishing for your Free author 
submission kit. 1-866-558-
6428.

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trusted 
by authors since 1920. Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

A-1 DONATE your car, running or 
not! Fast Free Pickup. Maximum 
tax deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Foundation 
programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 888-981-7797

DONATE YOUR car, truck or van. 
Help veterans find jobs or start 
a business. Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, Free pick up. 
Max tax-deduction. Operators 
are standing by! Call 1-877-
312-2360.

(continued from 1)
Exchange at St. Lo, France, 
bringing the two clubs into 
Sister Club status.

Matzke also served as the 
Rotary Chair for the Zambia 
project of Rotary Internation-
al, raising funds locally to 
support the efforts of Rotary 
in Zambia.

Matzke was born and 
raised in Seward, attended 
St. John Lutheran school 
through third grade and then 
moved with his family to Lin-
coln. His family then moved 
to Hastings and he gradu-
ated from Hastings High 
and began college at Hast-
ings College. He eventually 
transferred to the University 
of Nebraska and graduated 
from UNL.

He is the youngest child of 
the late, former State Senator 
Stan Matzke and his wife 
Pauline, with two older broth-
ers and one sister. He and Jan 
have three sons, Bill, Tom 
and Jeff, three daughters-in-
law and seven grandchildren. 
In June, the Matzkes will 
have been married 57 years.

Matzke was first hired 
to be a loan officer at Jones 
Bank, eventually achieving 
the position of president of 
the Jones Bank, retiring 
after 25 years in the position. 
While at the bank he was 
a member of the Nebraska 
Banker’s Association and 
President of the Nebraska 
Chapter of the American 
Institute of Banking.

His wife Jan, was a long-
time Seward Elementary and 
Middle School teacher for the 
School District of Seward and 
is also retired. 

His volunteer efforts do 
not stop with Rotary, as he 
has been very involved with a 
host of community and civic 
causes over the years of resi-
dence in Seward. Matzke was 
the president of the Seward 
Chamber of Commerce in 
1974, serving on the Cham-

ber of Commerce Board of 
Directors for decades, as well 
as the Seward Community 
Development Corporation 
Board and being that board’s 
president for many years, 
helping attract new industry 
to Seward.

He is proud to point out 
that he promoted and orga-
nized the first Rural Water 
District in Nebraska in the 
Greater Pawnee City area, 
which assisted in eliminating 
many health issues of the 
area. He has also served on 
the local Natural Resources 
District Board. 

The Matzkes were major 
funding co-chairs of the 
Seward Memorial Library 
Building Campaign and 
responsible for directing sev-
eral major donors to assist in 
the development of the funds 
to build the library facility 
enjoyed today.

They were also active 
leaders in the consolidation 
and development of the new 
Seward Memorial Health 
Care Facility and funding co-
chairs for the new Memorial 
Health Care Clinic - instru-
mental in seeing the facility 
raise the needed funds. 

He served as a member of 
the Seward Planning Com-
mission for many years and 
was a member of the Seward 
City Council for four years 
from 1986-1990. Matzke cur-
rently serves as a member of 
the Seward Tree Board. 

He and his wife enjoy 
membership in and are past 
presidents of the Seward 
Magazine Club and were very 
active and involved parents 
with all three sons and their 
school activities, as well 
as supporting the summer 
sports programs and events 
during their boys’ years in 
the Seward School system. 

The Matzkes are long-
time members of the Seward 
United Methodist Church 
in Seward and have served, 

often in leadership posi-
tions, such as president of 
the Administrative Board 
and Foundation Board and 
on numerous other boards 
and committees to assist the 
church’s many missions and 
projects. He chaired the fund-
ing campaign for the South-
east Nebraska Scholarship 
fund and currently serves 
as one of the volunteers for 
the local Seward “Meals-On-
Wheels” program.

Matzke served in the Ne-
braska National Guard in the 
early 1960’s as a member of 
the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, second 
Battalion. 134th Infantry Reg-
iment as an infantry officer. 

He was honorably dis-
charged from the National 
Guard and he currently 
serves on the Nebraska Na-
tional Guard Historical Soci-
ety Board. The Matzkes have 
been instrumental in raising 
over $550,000 to fund exhibits 
and projects at the Nebraska 
National Guard Museum in 
Seward.

They were recently hon-
ored with the Distinguished 
Service Award from the 
Nebraska National Guard by 
Major Gen. Daryl Bohac for 
the National Guard Associa-
tion, acknowledging the com-
mitment of the Matzkes to 
the Nebraska National Guard 
Museum since 2015. 

While the number one 
hobby now of both Matzkes is 
to support the many activi-
ties of their seven grandchil-
dren, they both also enjoy 
their hobby and passion to 
grow beautiful roses in their 
rose gardens located on the 
corner of Seward Street and 
Columbia Avenue and hold 
membership in the Lincoln 
Rose Society. 

In support of conservation 
over the years, they have 
planted hundreds of trees 
at their farm near Milford. 
Matzke also enjoys the hobby 

of woodworking, with many 
projects a testimonial to his 
expertise. 

Matzke was honored by the 
Seward Rotary Club with me-
mentos to commemorate his 
50th anniversary of member-
ship with the Seward Rotary 
Club by the Seward Rotary 
Club President Brady John-
son. Matzke reminisced over 
his five decades in Seward 
Rotary and thanked the Rota-
ry Club members and family 
present for the anniversary 
celebration -- stating that ”he 
looked forward to many more 
years of service to others.” 

Letters of congratulations 
were read from Rotary Dis-
trict Governor Roxy Orr and 
longtime friends of Chuck 
and Jan who were unable to 
attend the recognition. Spe-
cial tributes and salutes were 
also presented to Chuck and 
the Rotary from fellow long-
time Rotarians Ken Schmied-
ing and Max Wake. 

The special day conclud-
ed with a commemorative 
cutting and sharing of his 
50th Rotary Membership An-
niversary in Seward Rotary 
Club Celebration cake to all 
present and a singing of “For 
He’s A Jolly Old Fellow!”

While she has never 
officially been a member of 
the Seward Rotary Club, Jan 
Matzke has worked side by 
side with her husband Chuck 
for 57 years and attended lo-
cal and District Rotary Club 
meetings and dinners, assist-
ing with many of the projects 
of the Rotary Club.

For her spirit of loyalty to 
the Seward Rotary Club and 
the ideals of Rotary Interna-
tional, Jan Matzke of Seward 
was surprised with a Paul 
Harris Award at the Feb. 10 
Seward Rotary Club meeting, 
sponsored by her husband 
Chuck. 

“She has been such a gra-
cious host to many of our in-
ternational visitors, inviting 

many to stay at our home as 
guests and worked with me 
on a variety of Rotary Club 
projects,” Chuck Matzke said. 
“I have been a member of Ro-
tary for over 50 years and she 
has been working with me on 
every project that I commit 
to for the Seward Rotary. She 
is my sounding board, and I 
value her opinion and in-
sight. It is only right that she 
be awarded this high honor 
in Rotary to thank her and 
show how much I appreciate 
and love her.”

Seward Rotary Foundation 
Co-Chairs Jon and Bon-
nie Kruse made the award 
presentation Feb. 10 at the 
luncheon meeting of the 
Seward Rotary Club at the 
Civic Center. 

“The Paul Harris recogni-
tion is one of the top honors 
of Rotary International, and 
is named in honor of the 
Founder of Rotary, Paul Har-
ris,” Jon Kruse said. “The 
award is presented to both 
Rotarians and non-Rotarians 
who live the Rotary motto of 
‘Service Above Self’ and have 
demonstrated the true spirit 
of Rotary. 

“A $1,000 gift to Rotary 
International is also made 
to the Rotary Annual Fund, 
Polio-Plus Fund or Approved 
Global Grant projects. The 
sponsor for Jan’s award is 
her husband Chuck. Jan has 
indeed served our Rotary 
Club and Rotary Internation-
al, as well as the community 
of Seward and we thank and 
recognize her today with this 
honor.”

She was awarded a special 
encased certificate and a spe-
cial Paul Harris pin present-
ed by her husband Chuck and 
Jon and Bonnie Kruse. 

It should be noted that 
the Seward Rotary Club has 
more than 75 Paul Harris 
Awards who have supported 
the Rotary Foundation with a 
$1,000 investment.

Matzke

Applications 
accepted through 
March 22

The Value Added Producer 
Grant program, one of the few 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
grant programs available direct-
ly to farmers and ranchers, is 
now open. 

In Nebraska, 35 projects were 
funded by the program in the 
past two years. The grants help 
farmers and ranchers offset costs 
of developing or expanding their 
added-value products.

USDA Rural Development is 
accepting applications for the 
Value Added program, which of-
fers two types of grants, through 
March 22.

Planning grants of up to 
$75,000 help pay for feasibility 
studies and business plans that 
support future financing and 
business development. Working 
Capital grants of up to $250,000 
can cover marketing and product 
development costs. Projects more 
than $50,000 require a previous 
feasibility study and business 
plan to document viability of the 
product.

Individual farm businesses, 
as well as groups of farmers and 
ranchers, may apply for funds to 
develop new or existing products. 
Applicants must own at least 50% 
of the agricultural commodity 
being addressed. Matching funds 
(in-kind and/or cash) of 50% of 
the project are required.

Registration with USDA as a 
business is required; this free 
process is not immediate, so 

register early.
A page on the National Sus-

tainable Agriculture Coalition 
website describes the program 
requirements with examples of 
eligible products, such as organic 
or local food crops, renewable en-
ergy crops, lightly processed raw 
commodities, etc. A short video 
from USDA describes the bene-
fits of the program to a number 
of farmers and ranchers.

Contact a local USDA Rural 
Development for application ma-
terials and advice on a successful 
proposal. In Nebraska, reach 
Brant Richardson at USDA Rural 
Development at brant.richard-
son@usda.gov or (402) 437-5568.

Wyatt Fraas at the Center for 
Rural Affairs also can advise you 
on your project ideas. Contact 
him at wyattf@cfra.org or (402) 
254-6893.

Value Added Producer Grant 
offered for specialty projects ANNOUNCE YOUR 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS
anniversaries 
graduations 

birthdays etc

402-761-2911



EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
      All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
family status, or national origin, or an intention, to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.” 
Family status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant 
women and people securing custody of children under 18.

	       The Milford Times will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. 
http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

607 1st St. • Milford, NE 68405
402-761-2911

Minutes
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
MARCH 2, 2021

The Seward County Board 
of Equalization convened on 
February 9, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding,
Darrell Zabrocki
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy 
Johnson
County Assessor: Marilyn Hladky
Approved the minutes of January 
12, 2021.
Approved vehicle exemption for 
Memorial Health Care Systems.
Hladky gave an update of her 
office.
Convened as the Board of 

Commissioners.
Approved minutes of February 
2, 2021.
Terry Wicht, Highway Supt., gave 
an update of his department.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved Jones Bank to withdraw 
pledged securities.
Approved Cattle Bank to pledge 
additional securities.
Accepted January 2021 Fee 
Reports for Clerk of the District 
Court and County Clerk.
Held public hearing and approved 
conditional use permit for a 
livestock feeding operation in N 
precinct, as presented by Becky 
Paulsen, Zoning Administrator.
Approved short form plat in J 
precinct.
Approve an Interlocal Agreement 
for  Prob lem Solv ing Cour t 
Expansion into Seward County, 
as presented by Carrie Rodriguez 
and Morgan Campbell, District 5 
Probation.
Approved author izat ion for 
Highway Supt. to advertise the 1 
& 6 Year Road Plan Presentation.
A p p r o v e d  H i g h w a y  S u p t . 
to purchase a used Trench 
Compactor for Road Dept.
Adopted the agenda for February 
16, 2021, and adjourned at 10:34 
a.m.
Brandy Johnson
Deputy County Clerk
SCI/MT — February 17, 2021
ZNEZ

Hearings
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
a Public Hearing will be held 
on the proposed One and Six 
Year Seward County Highway 
Department Program in the County 
Commissioner ’s Room in the 
Seward County Courthouse, 
Seward, Nebraska, on March 9, 
2021, at 10:00 A.M. The purpose of 
this Public Hearing is to generate 
public opinion and comment in 
regard to the One and Six Year 
Program.

Terry Wicht
Seward County

Highway Superintendent
SCI/MT — February 17, 24, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the 
Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Pleasant Dale, Nebraska, will 
hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
February 25, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. for 
consideration of a Class C Liquor 
License for 202 Ash Street, P Dale 
Pub. The hearing will be held in the 
Pleasant Dale Community Hall, 
110 Ash Street, Pleasant Dale, 
Nebraska.
VILLAGE OF PLEASANT DALE, 
Nebraska
Amber Karel, Its Clerk
MT — February 17, 2021
ZNEZ

UBLIC P OTICES N

Help Wanted
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UNRESERVED ONLINE LAND AUCTION
DRYLAND CROPGROUND
146.37± ACRES LANCASTER COUNTY, NE
>> SELLING IN 2 TRACTS <<

Get a sale bill, register and bid at www.bigironrealty.com

BID ONLINE MAR. 9-23, 2021
BIDDING ENDS AT 11 A.M. CST

Contact Your Listing Agents
John Buhl 402.649.3750

Tract #1: 54.87± Acres
Lot 14 in the SE ¼ of Section 7-7-8E 
Lancaster County, NE.

>> <<

Marilyn Ann Gray 308.520.0456

Tract #2: 91.5± Acres
Lot 5 in the NE ¼ of Section 18-7-8E 
Lancaster County, NE.

Location: From Hickman, NE, (Hickman Rd & 68th St.) go south on 68th Street 2 miles 
turn east on Panama Road, go to 120th Street, and go 1 mile south to the intersection 
of 120th Street and Olive Creek Road. Tract #1 will be on the north side and Tract #2 will 
be on the south side of the road. Or from Lincoln, NE, go south on Hwy 77 to Hickman 
Road, then go east to 68th Street and follow the above directions. Watch for the For Sale 
signs.  

Saline County is accepting 
applications for a MECHANIC 
in the Crete Shop. Application 
forms may be obtained from 
the office of the Highway Supt., 
Courthouse, 204 South High, 
Wilber, Ne. 68465. Applications 
must be returned no later than 
5:00 p.m., Monday March 1st, 
2021. For more information call 
Bruce Filipi at 402-821-2737.

HELP WANTED: The Village 
of Beaver Crossing is taking 
applications for LIFEGUARDS, 
MANAGER and ASSISTANT 
MANAGER for 2021. Applicants 
must be 15 years or older. 
Requirements include CPR, 
First Aid, Lifeguard Certification 
and Pool Operator. Applications 
are available in the Clerk’s 
office or call 402-532-3925. 
Applications must be received 
by 12 pm on Friday, March 5, 
2021.

SALINE COUNTY is accepting 
applications for BRIDGE CREW. 
Welding experience preferred. 
Application forms may be 
obtained from the office of the 
Highway Supt., Courthouse, 
204 South High, Wilber, NE 
68465. Applications must be 
returned no later than 5:00 
p.m., Monday, March 1st. For 
more information call Bruce 
Filipi at 402-821-2737.

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN– Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.  
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure required 
and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday–Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

Director of Quality Programs: Full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for 
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating 
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor of Science 
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related 
experience.  —Memorial Hospital

Accounting Manager: Full-time days, reporting to CFO. Candidate is responsible for the 
entire general ledger, account reconciliations, preparation of financial statements, management 
reports, and budget. Supervises the account payable function and the Accounting staff.  
Expertise in computer use, MS Excel and accounting products required.  Accounting degree 
preferred; equivalent experience or training will be considered.  —Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday–Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience preferred. Current licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical ClinicNOW HIRING 

CDL Ready 
Mixed Drivers

Crete • Palmyra • Beatrice

Earn $50k-$60k in first year

Medical & Retirement Benefits

Immediate Paid Time Off

Other locations throughout Nebraska

NEBCOinc.com/careers
402-826-2779

Help Wanted
Equipment Operator/

Maintenance
Duties include

feed truck operation.  
Mechanical, welding

and other maintenance 
skills preferred. 
Inquiries can be

emailed to
djdmfc@yahoo.com

or on location at
Midwest Feeding Co. 

851 238th

Milford, NE

PEN RIDER WANTED
Midwest Feeding in Milford

Experience helpful. Full-time position available. Benefits. 
Apply in person or mail resume to:

Midwest Feeding Co. • 851–238th, Milford, NE 68405
Feedlot is immediately south of the I-80 Milford exit

Aramark Facility Services
ARAMARK Facility Services, located at Concordia University
in Seward, NE, is seeking applicants for the following position:

Groundskeeper
Drug screen and background check required. Full-time benefits 

include 10 paid holidays, optional health/dental insurance, 
paid vacation and PTO. Applicants can apply at the Concordia 

University Buildings and Grounds office, 700 E. Lincoln St., 
Seward, Nebraska, or online at www.aramark.com/careers.

Aramark is an EOE, Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

• Have DRIVE? Then APPLY!

• Open Position: Shop & Equipment Coordinator

• Varied Responsibilities Related to Fleet & Inventory
  Management

• High Expectations for Quality of Work Completed

• Call 402-266-5347 and ask for HR Dept or email resume to
  humanresources@hbttrenchless.com

• Full job posting at http://www.hbttrenchless.com/careers/

St. John Child Development Center is looking for 
someone who loves working with children ages 5–13. 

The applicant must have organizational, leadership and 
computer skills. They plan the activities for school-age 

children for their attendance days. This person
will also work as an assistant teacher during the time 

when school is in session. Full-time with benefits.
Contact Lisa Aring at 402-643-3122.

School-age Coordinator & Teacher Assistant

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Evening Shifts 
            & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day, Evening & Night Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Cook: FT  PM Shift | • Housekeeping: FT

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Dietary Aide: FT

Services
GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM & 
BASS LESSONS: Resolve Today 
To Put More Music In Your Life! 
Call and reserve your spot 
today. 402-450-0282 Jim Krutz, 
Seward.

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266
Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 

Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More
Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
761-3886

Mark Saltzman
Home: 761-2831

FREE
Estimates

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Wanted
1 HOUSEKEEPER for 1 1/2 
hours work every other week 
call or text Karen 402-641-1764

For Sale
FRESH EGGS $3 a dozen,  $10 
for 4 dozen. Duck eggs $7 
a  dozen, 1/2 dozen for $5. 
Can meet in Seward 402-429-
3152	  

For Rent
FOR RENT 1 & 2 Bedroom 
Apartment In Friend. $400-
$450 Monthly Plus Deposit. 
Call for details (402) 202-3397 

Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971.



Monarch butterfly workshop 
planned for educators

Educators interested in incorporating monarch 
butterflies into their teaching are invited to a free 
virtual workshop March 16 and 23.

The workshop, which will be held from 6-8 p.m., 
is designed for after-school groups and formal 
and informal educators who work with students 
in grades pre-K to sixth grade. Participants will 
receive a curriculum guide, insect identification 
guide and four hours of approved in-service.

Registration is required, and participants must 
attend both sessions to receive free resources. See 
the calendar event entry at calendar.outdoornebras-
ka.gov for the registration link.

PORTSPORTSSSPa
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Annual Southeast Nebraska 
FARM SHOW

sponsored by the wilber-clatonia ffa alumni

We thank you for all your support and look 
forward to seeing you next year!

February 2022
POSTPONED UNTIL

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
402-426-5022

Wisconsin
608-988-6338

www.GingerichStructures.com

Col. Troy Novak: 
     (402) 641-1526 
Office: (402) 826-5302

 

SELLING:
• Tractors • Combine & Head • Fertilizer Dry Spreader
• Grain Trucks • Tillage Equipment • Hay Equipment

 • Planters & Sprayer • Misc.

For photos and additions, go to: 
novakauctionservice.com

Saturday, February 27, 2021 • 11:00 a.m.
LOCATION: 1816 County Road J, Crete, NE

From Crete, NE, take Hwy. 33 west to 1800 Road, then go to south approx. 4 miles to County Road J.  
 — Watch for auction signs  —

PAVLISH RETIREMENT AUCTION

Online bidding starts at
12 noon! Equipment facts 

provided by auctiontime.com*DRIVERS CLASS A*
LOCAL or REGIONAL

STARTING AT 
$23.50/HR OR 50 CPM.

•••
Guaranteed minimum 

pay per week
Full Benefits

Direct Deposit
Bonuses

•••
www.flatbedexpress.com 

402-291-7607 x 114

BULL SALE? 
Run this size ad in over 
155 Newspapers for just 

$6.41*/newspaper!

Call this newspaper or 
1-800-369-2850 for more 

information.
Nebraska 2x2/2x4 

Display Ad Network

Place your 1x4 display ad in over 
155 Nebraska newspapers & get 
your message to over 490,000 
readers.  Statewide coverage 
for just $975*. Regional ads also 
available in Central, Northeast, 
Southeast or Western Nebraska. 
Other sizes available upon 
request.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford girls’ bas-
ketball team shook off 
the rust Feb. 12 against 
Sandy Creek and fin-
ished with a 57-19 win.

Coach Phil Stauffer 
said the seniors played 
well in their final home 
game. Abby Houk fin-
ished with 10 points and 
seven rebounds.

“She has been shoot-
ing much better late in 
the season,” Stauffer 
said.

Hannah Kepler 
returned to the lineup 
with 10 points and three 
steals. Alayna Piening 
notched four assists, 
and Kaitlyn Klug scored 
five. Fellow post Mariah 
Richards added four.

“Those two really 
give us a lot of depth in 
the post,” Stauffer said.

He said the team 
played well despite one 
game in the last two 
weeks.

The Eagles (13-8) 
were to start subdistrict 
play Feb. 16 at Malcolm 
against Lincoln Luther-
an. The other side of the 
bracket includes Lincoln 

Christian, Raymond 
Central and Malcolm.

The final is set for 
Thursday, Feb. 18, at 7 
p.m. at Malcolm.

Milford 57, Sandy Creek 19
SCHS	 7	 4	 0	 8	 19
MHS		 11	 24	 13	 9	 57
	 SCHS—Totals 8-35 2-5 19.
	 MHS—Makena Stutzman 0-3 2-3 2, Kaitlin 
Kontor 4-10 2-2 14, Hannah Kepler 3-12 3-7 10, 
Alayn Piening 1-4 0-0 2, Kaitlyn Klug 2-3 1-1 5, 
Taylor Roth 1-2 1-4 3, Sydney Stelling 3-5 1-1 7, 
Abby Houk 3-8 2-3 10, Mariah Richards 2-5 0-0 4, 
Camille Stauffer 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 19-53 12-21 57.
	 Three-point goals—SCHS 1-13, MHS 7-23 
(Stutzman 0-3, Kontor 4-9, Kepler 1-7, Houk 
2-4). Rebounds—SCHS 25, MHS 39 (Houk 7). 
Assists—MHS 16 (Piening 4). Steals—MHS 11 
(Kepler 3). Blocked shots—MHS 3 (three with 
1). Turnovers—SCHS 24, MHS 11. Fouls—SCHS 
14, MHS 9.

Milford 50, Wilber-Clatonia 19 (Jan. 29)
MHS		 16	 11	 14	 9	 50
WCHS	 2	 6	 7	 4	 19
	 MHS—Makena Stutzman 3-7 0-0 8, Kaitlin 
Kontor 1-13 1-1 3, Hannah Kepler 6-12 4-9 17, 
Addi Mowinkel 0-2 2-2 2, Alayna Piening 2-5 0-0 
4, Kaitlyn Klug 3-5 0-0 6, Taylor Roth 3-5 0-0 6, 
Sydney Stelling 0-5 1-2 1, Abby Houk 0-3 2-2 2, 
Mariah Richards 0-3 1-2 1. Totals 18-60 11-18 50.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 3-19 (Stutzman 
2-6, Kontor 0-6, Kepler 1-3, Mowinkel 0-2, Houk 
0-2). Rebounds—MHS 38 (Stelling, Houk 7). 
Assists—MHS 10 (Kepler 3). Steals—MHS 16 
(Stutzman 4). Blocked shots—MHS 2 (Houk, 
Richards 1). Turnovers—MHS 8. Fouls—MHS 9.

Milford 55, Sutton 47 (Jan. 26)
SHS		  8	 10	 15	 14	 47
MHS		 17	 13	 11	 14	 55
	 MHS—Stutzman 3-6 3-6 11, Kontor 4-8 2-2 
11, Kepler 4-12 4-6 14, Roth 1-1 1-2 3, Stelling 5-9 
0-1 10, Houk 1-3 1-2 4, Richards 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 
18-41 13-21 55.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 6-14 (Stutzman 
2-5, Kontor 1-2, Kepler 2-6, Houk 1-1). Re-
bounds—MHS 21 (Kepler 5). Assists—MHS 11 
(Kepler 4). Steals—MHS 12 (Kepler, Stelling 4). 
Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Roth 1). Turnovers—
MHS 18. Fouls—MHS 17.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford boys’ bas-
ketball team bookended 
the week with wins, top-
ping Centennial 56-42 in 
the Southern Nebraska 
Conference tournament 
Feb. 8 and beating Sandy 
Creek 62-36 Feb. 12.

Coach Tony Muller 
said the Eagle defense 
was key to the win over 
Centennial. Milford 
amped up its man-to-
man defense in the 
second half of the win.

Against Sandy Creek, 
Milford built a big lead 
in the first half. Isaac 
Yeackley led the team 
with 19 points.

The Eagles (22-0) 
was to end the regular 
season Feb. 19 at home 
against Syracuse. Sub-
districts start Feb. 22.

The Eagles are the top 
seed in the C1-2 subdis-

trict and will play the 
winner of Malcolm/Ray-
mond Central Feb. 23. 
Game time and location 
had not been announced 
at press time.

Milford 56, Centennial 42
MHS		 14	 11	 11	 20	 56
CHS		 11	 14	 6	 11	 42
	 CHS—Totals 14-35 11-13 42.
	 MHS—Isaac Yeackley 2-4 2-2 6, Micah 
Hartwig 5-9 9-10 20, Maddox Baack 0-2 2-2 2, 
Jaxon Weyand 5-8 4-6 16, Kaleb Miller 1-2 0-0 2, 
Seth Stutzman 3-9 4-4 10, Cabe Schluckebier 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 16-36 21-24 56.
	 Three-point goals—CHS 3-16, MHS 3-12 
(Yeackley 0-1, Hartwig 1-4, Baack 0-1, Weyand 
2-5, Miller 0-1). Rebounds—CHS 15, MHS 25 
(Hartwig, Stutzman 5). Assists—MHS 8 (three 
with 2). Steals—MHS 6 (Hartwig, Weyand 2). 
Turnovers—CHS 8, MHS 6. Fouls—CHS 18, MHS 
11.

Milford 62, Sandy Creek 36
SCHS	 4	 7	 14	 11	 36
MHS		 15	 13	 16	 18	 62
	 SCHS—Totals 13-50 7-13 36.
	 MHS—Yeackley 8-14 1-1 19, Hartwig 3-8 2-2 
8, Bryce Jakub 1-1 0-0 2, Cason Tucker 0-1 0-0 0, 
Baack 0-4 0-0 0, Weyand 6-15 7-7 20, Miller 2-3 
0-2 4, Stutzman 4-8 1-1 9. Totals 24-54 11-13 62.
	 Three-point goals—SCHS 3-20, MHS 3-17 
(Yeackley 2-4, Hartwig 0-3, Baack 0-4, Weyand 
1-5, Stutzman 0-1). Rebounds—SCHS 32, MHS 
36 (Yeackley 11). Assists—MHS 16 (Weyand, 
Stutzman 4). Steals—MHS 11 (Yeackley, Stutz-
man 3). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Schluckebier 
1). Turnovers—SCHS 23, MHS 17. Fouls—SCHS 
12, MHS 11.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Milford senior Trent Stauffer lines up a takedown attempt against Allan Olander of Norfolk Catholic in the third-place 
match at 145 pounds. Stauffer won his 100th career match in the consolation semifinals.

District C3
	 Team scores—Aquinas Catholic 196.5, 
Milford 159.5, Logan View 110.5, Cross County/
Osceola 80.5, Norfolk Catholic 56, Twin River 
54, Centennial 53, Malcolm 41, Humboldt-Table 
Rock-Steinauer 26, South Central NE Unified Dist 
5 23, Ponca 21, BRLD 13, Lincoln Lutheran 11, 
Palmyra 9, Lincoln Christian 5, Louisville 3
	 106—Conner Kohout (MIL) pin Tyler Shoup 
(CCO) 1:08; pin Grady Romshek (DCA) 1:18, first
	 120—Joey Kenning (MIL) pinned by Ashton 
Johnson (TR) 0:47; def. by Zander Kavan (DCA) 
12-3
	 126—Konner Schluckebier (MIL) pin Avery 
Wieting (LL) 0:42; pin John Brodrick (SCNU) 0:58; 
def. Zach Zitek (DCA) 5-3, first
	 132—Eli Vondra (MIL) pin Michael Gehring 
(PLMY) 3:06; def. Grant Wells (LL) 4-3; def. Ryan 

Payne (CEN) 14-6, first
	 138—Jack Chapman (MIL) pin Korbe Urkoski 
(TR) 0:41; def. by Roberto Valdivia (LV) 3-1; def. 
Brock Hudson (LVL) 8-2; def. by Jarrett Dodson 
(CEN) 8-2, fourth
	 145—Trent Stauffer (MIL) pin Bakhovaddin 
Ahmedov (LL) 1:06; pinned by Hunter McNulty 
(LV) 4:51; pin Channer Marsden (CCO) 1:28; def. 
Allan Olander (NC) 5-2, third
	 152—Carter Springer (MIL) def. Jacob 
Hagemeier (SCNU) 15-0; def. by Ethan Schmid 
(DCA) 3-1; pin Noah Wattier (NC) 2:11; def. Dedrick 
Dowding (PLMY) 10-2, third
	 160—Isaac Voboril (MIL) pinned by Nolan 
Eller (DCA) 3:54; def. by Mason Tenski (TR) 8-3
	 170—Christopher Scdoris (MIL) pin Jarin 
Pope (PLMY) 1:29; pin Brayton Jarosik (SCNU) 
0:45; def. by Jaxson Jones (TR) 9-4, second

	 182—Thomas Vance (MIL) pin Dylan Silva 
(LV) 4:50; def. Caleb Courter (MAL) 11-9; pinned 
by Michael Andel (DCA) 0:42, second
	 195—Hunter Oborny (MIL) pin Rocco Geh-
ring (TR) 11:28; pinned by Kyle Sterup (CCO) 5:23; 
def. Reilly Miller (DCA) 5-3; def. Aiden Worthey 
(HTRS) 3-2, third
	 220—Lorenzo Temple (MIL) pin Matt Logue 
(PON) 2:00; def. by Coy Meysenburg (DCA) 12-4; 
pin Jackson Masek (LL) 0:36; pinned by Isaac 
Bittner (HTRS) 1:41, fourth

First-round matchups
	 106—Conner Kohout (36-10) vs. Janson 
Pilkington, Yutan (21-14)
	 126—Konner Schluckebier (44-2) vs. Ethan 
Zegers, David City (27-24)

	 132—Eli Vondra (42-2) vs. Kaden Kocian, St. 
Paul (29-17)
	 138—Jack Chapman (38-12) vs. Damein Bell, 
Bridgeport (38-6)
	 145—Trent Stauffer (37-14) vs. Korbyn 
Battershaw, Battle Creek (44-12)
	 152—Carter Springer (40-7) vs. Tryon Call-
eroz, Arcadia/Loup City (36-2)
	 170—Christopher Scdoris (41-7) vs. Samual 
Vrana, Bishop Neumann (24-6)
	 182—Thomas Vance (36-15) vs. Grant Nixon, 
Fort Calhoun (26-16)
	 195—Hunter Oborny (39-10) vs. Salvador 
Rodriguez, O’Neill (29-13)
	 220—Lorenzo Temple (34-13) vs. Jazper 
Ames, Lutheran High Northeast (26-2)

District wrestling results

PHOTO COURTESY BRANDON MOWINKEL

Milford senior Isaac Yeackley drives to the rim against 
Sandy Creek Feb. 12.

PHOTO COURTESY BRANDON MOWINKEL

Kaitlin Kontor of Milford looks for room to run against 
Sandy Creek Feb. 12.

Eagles set for subdistricts

MHS boys 
keep winning
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by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Ten.
The number of perfection. 

Two full hands. Two basket-
ball teams. One more than a 
baseball team.

The number of state wres-
tling qualifiers from Milford.

Ten.
The terrific 10, as Coach 

Joe Schluckebier calls them.
The Eagles will send 10 

wrestlers to the state tourna-
ment Friday and Saturday, 
Feb. 19 and 20. Matches for 
Class C start at 5 p.m. Friday.

“It was exciting for us,” 
Schluckebier said. “It all 
worked out really good.”

The day started with 
Conner Kohout winning the 
106-pound championship.

“He’s been doing a remark-
able job getting us going,” 
Schluckebier said. “He was 
the No. 1 seed. As a freshman, 
he’s managed the pressure. 
He was able to get in and get 
the job done.”

Schluckebier said Kohout 
(36-10) is serious about his craft 
and is the hardest working 
wrestler in the wrestling room.

Up next was Konner 
Schluckebier, another top 
seed, this time at 126 pounds. 
He had beaten Zach Zitek, his 
finals opponent, the week be-
fore at subdistricts, and Coach 
Schluckebier said they knew 
it would be a tighter match 
this week. Konner got the 5-3 
win for his third district title.

The victory also marked 
his 175th career win, which is 
a school record.

“He controlled the match,” 
the coach said. “Guys are try-
ing to slow Konner down, and 
he’s getting better at adapting 
to a slower pace.”

The senior (44-2) has his 
sights set on a second state 
title, Coach Schluckebier said.

“It doesn’t matter the draw. 
His goal is to beat everyone,” 
he said.

Eli Vondra took the mat 
next at 132 pounds. He also 
met a familiar foe in the final 
— Ryan Payne of Centennial. 
The two have wrestled five 
times, and Vondra has gotten 
the best of the match each 
time.

Vondra (42-2) got the win 
14-6 for a district champion-
ship.

The weight class had five 
ranked wrestlers in it, so the 
competition was tough, Coach 
Schluckebier said.

“We had the best guy 
there,” the coach said. “He 
manages matches well.”

Christopher Scdoris (41-7) 
at 170 pounds has had an 
outstanding season, Coach 
Schluckebier said. The junior 
earned a spot in the 170-pound 
championship match but lost 
to Jaxson Jones of Twin River 
9-4. This will be Scdoris’s first 
trip to state.

“He’s had a heck of a year,” 
the coach said. “He’s found a 
new love for the sport and is 
making his own path.”

Thomas Vance at 182 
pounds earned runner-up, as 
well, losing by pin to Michael 
Andel of Aquinas.

“He got the job done,” 
Coach Schluckebier said. “He 
can beat just about anybody. 
He’s got a motor that keeps on 
running.”

The junior (36-15) will 
make his first trip to state, as 
well. The coach said he’s come 
a long way since he started 
wrestling in seventh grade.

Milford had three wrestlers 
earn third place in the dis-
trict – Trent Stauffer at 145, 
Carter Springer at 152 and 
Hunter Oborny at 195.

Stauffer earned his 100th 
career win in the consolation 
semifinals, also known as the 
heartbreak round where if 
you lose, your season is over.

The senior (37-13) has been 
fighting injuries through-
out his career and tends to 
hold back on the mat, Coach 
Schluckebier said.

“In practice, I could see 
that he was not to be de-
terred,” the coach said. “His 
goal is a medal, and he’s right 
on the edge of it.”

Springer is also deal-
ing with an injury but has 
powered through, Coach 

Schluckebier said. While 
he’s not as mobile as he’d like 
to be, he still wrestled well. 
Springer (40-7) pinned his 
opponent in the heartbreak 
round and got the win in the 
consolation final for third.

Oborny’s heartbreak round 
match “blew the roof off Cen-
tennial,” Coach Schluckebier 
said.

The freshman wrestled 
Reilly Miller of Aquinas, who 
he had beaten in the last sec-
ond at subdistricts last week.

Oborny did it again Feb. 13, 
winning 5-3 on a last-second 
takedown.

Coach Schluckebier said 
Oborny (39-10) is set up to be 
a freshman medalist at 195 
pounds.

“He’s been on national 
teams. This is nothing new to 
him,” he said.

His 39 wins are more than 
any freshman in Milford 
history.

Jack Chapman (138) and 
Lorenzo Temple (220) finished 
fourth. 

Chapman lost in the heart-
break round last year, and 
Coach Schluckebier said he 
wasn’t going to let that hap-
pen again.

“He’s wrestled better every 
week,” he said.

Chapman (38-12) lost to 
Jarrett Dodson of Centennial 
in the third-place match.

“We knew he’d be tough. 
He caught us early and we 
couldn’t regroup,” the coach 
said.

Temple is still relatively 
new to the sport, starting 
wrestling as a sophomore. 
Now a senior, he’ll be able to 
finish his career at state.

“For him, it’s great for his 
confidence,” Coach Schlucke-
bier said. “It’s an experience 
he’ll never forget.”

Temple is 34-13 on the 
season.

Joey Kenning and Isaac 
Voboril also qualified for 
districts but finished out of 
the medals.

“Joey fell a little short. He’s 
battled injury and finding 
a spot,” Coach Schluckebier 
said. “He scores points for us 
every tournament.”

Voboril, who is a senior 
this year, did a good job filling 
his spot in the lineup, Coach 
Schluckebier said.

“He’s a good leader and 
good all-around kid,” he said. 
“We knew that would be a 
super-tough class.”

Schluckebier was also 
named the district coach of 
the year.

“It’s nice to be recognized. 
A lot is the fans and support,” 
he said. “It’s part of what 
we’re trying to do here. It’s 
what I dreamed of.”

He said Milford fans had 
booked 42 hotel rooms for 
state.

“It’s a tribute to the kids,” 
he said.

And when Centennial was 
having trouble with Striv 
during the district tourna-
ment?

“I said it’s no problem for 
us. Everyone from Milford 
is here,” Coach Schluckebier 
said with a grin.

AnnuAl EnvElopE
Full color printing for black & white price*

Email hailey@sewardindependent.com or  
call 402-643-3676 to place your order!

Sale
*#10 regular, #9 regular or # 10 window envelopes only. Offer valid February 1 - March 31, 2021.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Eli Vondra of Milford holds on against Ryan Payne of Centennial in the 
district final at 132 pounds.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Konner Schluckebier of Milford peels away the hold of Zach Zitek of 
Aquinas during the championship match at 126 pounds Feb. 13.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Conner Kohout of Milford takes a shot against Grady Romshek of Aqui-
nas during the 106-pound district final Feb. 13.

PHOTO COURTESY CAM SOESTER

Milford will send 10 wrestlers to compete at the Class C state tournament Friday and Saturday, Feb. 19 and 20, in Omaha. Pictured are, from left: (front row) Coach Joe Schluckebier, 
Eli Vondra, Conner Kohout, Trent Stauffer, Konner Schluckebier, Hunter Oborny, Carter Springer, Christopher Scdoris and Coach Barry Erb; and (back row) Coach Jonah Peterson, 
Thomas Vance, Lorenzo Temple, Jack Chapman and Coach Ken Burkhardt Jr. District match results and first-round pairings are on page 8.

Ten to wrestle for Milford at state
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Thank you to these 
sponsors for their 

support of our
MHS wrestlers!

The Magic Starts Here!
402-643-3777

www.davissonfurniture.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Furniture Center
Davisson
2767 Progressive (South Hwy 15) • Seward, NE

Seward | Utica | Milford
402-643-2971 | www.mhcs.us

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

ilford
Dental

CL IN IC  P.C.

Dental

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

Dental

112 B Street 
Milford, NE 68405

402-761-2351 
milfordnedentist.com

575 Fallbrook Blvd., Ste. 107 
Lincoln, NE 68521

402-467-0007 
fallbrookfamilydentistry.com

Seward • Dwight
402-643-2924

zabkafuneralhome.com

115 S. Hwy 6
Milford, NE

402-761-2341
subwaymotors.com

Congratulatio
ns

on Your State

Championship!

MILFORD, NE • 402-761-2341
www.subwaymotors.com

G&P Development Landfill
Providing Solid Waste

Services for
Seward/Saline Counties

402-761-3451

516 First St., Milford
Visit our website at prep.1040.com/heyentax

Phone or Fax (402) 761-2726

    HEYEN TAX & 
  ACCOUNTING, INC.

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

610 224th Rd. • Milford
(402) 761-3230 • www.sunrisecountrymanor.com

801 South D St. • Milford, NE 

402-761-3606

Thornridge
Golf Course

517 1st St. • Milford, NE 68405
(402) 761-2291

Premier Real Estate
www.PREnebraska.com

Milford • Friend
and Surrounding Communities

William J. Lauber, CFSP
Funeral Director/Owner

101 C Street • P.O. Box 41 • Milford, NE 68405
402-761-2424 • Friend: 402-947-2141

Email: lauberfuneralservice@windstream.net  •  laubermoore.com

FUNERAL HOME

MILFOyD

PHARMACY	“Locally owned . . .hometown service”

Charlie Pierce R.P. 
 610 1st St. • Milford, NE • 402-761-2222

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
402-761-3886

Mark Saltzman
402-761-2911

www.milfordtimes.net

Troyer
Insurance, Inc.

Sandy Troyer ★ T.J. Reynolds ★ Jeff Dankers
501 1st Street ★ Milford, NE 68405

See us for all your insurance needs.

402-761-3696
★ Celebrate Safely! ★

Troyer
Insurance, Inc.

Sandy Troyer ★ T.J. Reynolds ★ Jeff Dankers
501 1st Street ★ Milford, NE 68405

See us for all your insurance needs.

402-761-3696
★ Celebrate Safely! ★

STATE QUALIFYING 

WRESTLERS!

Good 
   luck,

Wrestlers below listed followed by weight and place finish in district tournament

2021 NSAA State Wrestling Championships
February 19 & 20

CHI Health Center Arena • 455 N. 10th St. • Omaha, NE
First-round Class C matches begin Friday, Feb. 19, at 5:00 p.m.

(Class A & D matches are February 16 & 17 • Class B & C matches are February 19 & 20)

Milford Eagles • 2021 District C-3 Team Runner-Up

   Go 
Eagles!

Front row, left to right:  Conner Kohout, 106, district champion; Eli Vondra, 132, district champion;
Konner Schluckebier, 126, district champion; Hunter Oborny, 195, third; Carter Springer, 152, third

Back row:  Thomas Vance, 182, second; Lorenzo Temple, 220, fourth; Christopher Scdoris, 170, second; 
Trent Stauffer, 145, third; Jack Chapman, 138, fourth

Stephanie Croston
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