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Four Corners area improving, 
still wary of  COVID increase
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

While Seward Coun-
ty’s COVID-19 case 
numbers have plateaued, 
Laura McDougall of 
Four Corners Health 
Department said that’s 
better than seeing them 
go back up.

“We are still at a 
significant level of com-
munity transmission,” 
she said during the Four 
Corners briefing Jan. 7. 
“It’s still more than we 
want.”

Over the previous sev-
en days, Seward County 
reported 63 new cases, 
down from its height of 
over 100, she said.

The district is distrib-
uting the COVID-19 vac-
cine to the seven health 
care facilities in the 
district, McDougall said. 
That includes Memorial 
Health Care Systems in 
Seward.

Four Corners re-
ceived 1,300 doses of 
the Moderna vaccine to 
share among the four 
counties.

“As soon as we get it, 
it’s out the door and in 
arms,” McDougall said.

Phase 1A is health 
care workers and prior-
ity groups, she said. The 
hope was to finish the 
first round of that phase 
of vaccinations within 
the next week.

It takes a couple 
weeks for the vaccine to 
start to kick in, she said. 
At that point, a person 
has 50-60% protection. 
The second dose is given 
21-28 days after the first 
dose. The second dose 
boosts immunization to 
95%.

“We still recommend 
masks and social dis-
tancing,” McDougall 

said.
If a person has al-

ready had COVID-19, 
they wouldn’t need a 
vaccine for at least three 
months, she said. If 
someone has used the 
new infusion treatment, 
they should wait at least 
90 days before being 
vaccinated.

Once Phase 1A is 
done, Phase 1B steps up. 
Those are people age 75 
and older. McDougall 
estimated at least 3,000 
people within the dis-
trict in this tier.

“We have a lot of vac-
cinating to do,” she said.

Those in the second 
tier will be contacted by 
their healthcare provid-
er to schedule a vaccine, 
McDougall said.

Dr. Josh Fields, su-
perintendent of Seward 
Public Schools, said they 
have surveyed their staff 
and found about 72% 
want a vaccine when it’s 
available. 

Mallory Gibreal of 
Memorial Health Care 
Systems said they’ve 
been getting a lot of calls 
about the vaccine.

Roger Reamer, CEO of 
MHCS, said they’re try-
ing not to waste doses. 
Once a dose is open, it’s 
only good for about six 
hours, he said.

MHCS hosted a vacci-
nation clinic Jan. 6 and 
gave 350 doses, he said.

Testing numbers 
have leveled off, with the 
hospital testing about 50 
a week and Test Nebras-
ka doing about 100 tests 
a week.

A new treatment, 
monochromal antibody 
infusion, is also avail-
able now. MHCS has two 
week’s worth of treat-
ments that are managed 
through the University 
of Nebraska Medical 
Center and the state of 
Nebraska.

The process takes 
about two and a half 
hours. On Dec. 7, MHCS 
received its first allot-
ment and treated 45 
people, Reamer said.

During the sector 
reports, David Kumm 
of Concordia Universi-
ty said students were 
to come back over the 
weekend. CU plans to 
continue with its proto-
cols.

“We will play it con-
servative for January,” 
he said.

The university plans 
to follow its traditional 
schedule with its regu-
lar breaks.

“No breaks was really 
hard on everyone,” he 
said.

CRAIG JONES/MT

After many days of cloudy/overcast skies, the sun shone brightly Monday and sets 
to end the day on the horizon behind the Milford water tower.

There goes the sun...

County officials sworn in

COURTESY PHOTO

Sixpence team members Morgan Kozisek (left) and Kate Langner (right) collected 
700 diapers, wipes and a monetary donation from ESC6's director of student services 
Mary Phillips (center) on Jan. 11 in Milford. ESU6 kicked off the year-long campaign 
with more local businesses to follow. 

Sixpence hosts diaper drive
by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

According to the National 
Diaper Bank, one in every three 
families in the United States can’t 
afford enough diapers to keep their 
children both clean and healthy as 
they grow, and that was before the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Not enough diapers mean babies 
can sit in dirty diapers for much 
longer than needed as some parents 
choose to provide either food or 
diapers for their children.

Katie Langner and Morgan 
Kozisek of ESU 6’s Sixpence are 
looking to change that for Seward 
County and its surrounding com-
munities with their “52 Weeks of 
Diapers” campaign happening 
throughout 2021.

Sixpence is a nonprofit with the 
goal of providing help and services 
to parents of children ages 0-3.

“We’ve been thinking of this for 
a while, but with COVID, we’ve 
really seen the need of these fami-
lies,” Langner said. 

(continued on 2)

HOPE MOURAL/MT

Two Seward County commissioners and a public defender were sworn in Jan. 7 in the 
district courtroom of the justice center by the Hon. James Stecker. From left, are: Com-
missioner John Culver, public defender Nicole Tegtmeier, Commissioner Darrell Zabrocki 
and Hon. James Stecker. 
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(continued from 1)
“We’ve seen things 

being taken away and 
parents really strug-
gling.”

So for 52 straight 
weeks, a diaper pantry 
established by Sixpence 
will take place.

For a week, local busi-
nesses in Seward, Mil-
ford and Utica can host a 
diaper collection at their 
location. At week’s end, 
Langner and Kozisek 
will collect the dona-
tions and distribute the 
diapers to families once 
a month, or as needed.

So far, six local busi-
nesses including ESU 6, 
Seward Public Schools 
and Awe Salon have 
signed up to host.

Community mem-
bers can get involved by 
bringing in packages 
or wipes or donating 
money for the Sixpence 
group to buy supplies.

The duo will send 
out a notice on Seward 
Community Chat on 
what business is hosting 
the diaper drive week by 

week.
Sixpence’s goal by 

year’s end is 75,000, and 
they will be keeping 
track of how much is 
gathered at each busi-
ness that hosts.

For those who are 
interested in receiving 
diapers and supplies, the 
Sixpence group asks an 
appointment be made by 
calling or texting Lang-
ner at (402) 641-4998 or 
Kozisek at (402) 587-1454.

This is open to anyone 
in Seward or its sur-
rounding areas. Ap-
pointments for picking 
up diapers will begin 
Feb. 1.

Sixpence hopes to 
continue a diaper drive 
collection in October, Di-
aper Awareness Month, 
to stock for families who 
may be in need in the 
future.

“Diapers and wipes 
are expensive, and we 
just don’t want kids to 
suffer,” Kozisek said. 
“We want to do more, do 
better for the communi-
ty.”

Diaper drive

Blue Valley Community 
Action Partnership now of-
fers free access to telehealth 
services in Seward, Butler, 
Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, 
Polk, Saline, Thayer and York 
counties.

This new program is fund-
ed by the CARES Act and was 
created to address some of the 
more pressing issues created 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. A 
survey BVCA circulated to 
clients and the general public 
in 2020 indicated many people 
in BVCA’s service area could 

not utilize remote medical or 
mental healthcare due to a lack 
of technology and/or internet 
access.

BVCA’s telehealth program 
will loan clients a Chromebook 
or tablet for the purpose of 
online medical appointments. If 
the client does not have inter-
net access at home, BVCA will 
provide a private, comfortable 
space at one of its facilities. 
Each Family and Community 
Services office now has a sta-
tion with a laptop and scanner 
clients can use, as well as an 

internet connection. Clients 
will still be billed by their 
healthcare providers, but there 
is no cost to rent or use BVCA’s 
equipment.

BVCA’s survey also indicated 
the pandemic contributed to a 
stark increase of feelings of de-
pression and hopelessness. The 
organization will work with 
partner agencies to provide 
mental telehealth services at 
reduced or no cost to the client.

To learn more, contact the 
BVCA office in Seward at (402) 
643-6425.

BVCA launches telehealth program
The Seward County 

Chamber and Develop-
ment Partnership has 
welcomed Harrison 
Helmer to the team. 
Helmer started as the 
team’s development 
assistant on Dec. 28.

Raised in Seward, 
Helmer is excited to con-
tinue to further involve 
himself in the commu-
nity. He is currently 
finishing his senior year 
at Concordia University, 
Nebraska, studying busi-
ness administration.

“I look forward 
to working with the 
Seward County Cham-
ber and Development 
Partnership team,” 
Helmer said. “Seward 
County is a special place 
and has been home for 
most of my life. I am 
excited to be partnering 
with local businesses 
and schools to provide 
career opportunities for 
students in the commu-
nity.”

In this new role with 
SCCDP, he will work on 
workforce development 
and housing projects, as 
well as assisting other 
team members to fulfill 
the organization’s goals.

“Harrison will be 
a great addition to the 
SCCDP team as we work 
toward accomplishing 
our strategic planning 
goals in 2021 and be-
yond,” SCCDP President 
and CEO Jonathan Jank 
said. “His connections 
throughout the com-
munity of Seward and 
Seward County will 
be instrumental in his 
position.”

For more informa-
tion, contact SCCDP at 
(402) 643-4189.

Helmer joins  
SCCDP team

BRADY OLTMANS/MT

Anita and Terry Miller (pictured left and second from left) officially sold their Precision Tool shop on McKelvie 
Road in Seward to the Ackerman family including Taylor, Rebecca and Mark on Jan. 5. "I was running out of 
room at my parents' and was looking for another place for the shop," Taylor (center) said. "I saw this up for sale 
on Facebook, thought it was a good deal and went from there." The Ackerman family will take over the machine 
shop side of the building while the other half of the location was sold to Hillcrest Wedding Decor Rentals owner 
Crystal Nelson. Taylor has an mechanical engineering degree and will be offering those services at the site. The 
MIllers would like to thank all their supporters throughout their 32 years of business. 

Precison Tool under new ownership
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Ken Baldinger, who has been a county employee for five years, gets an elbow bump from 
Commissioner John Culver Dec. 23. 

Seward County employees awarded for work

Michelle McMann gets an elbow bump of congrats from Seward County Commissioner 
John Culver for five years of service Dec. 23. 

Below: Maria Hatfield gets an elbow bump from Seward County Commissioner John 
Culver for five years of service as a county employee. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRANDY JOHNSON

Anthony Rohan gets an elbow bump from Commissioner John Culver for five years of 
service. 

Jeff Baker receives a certificate of appreciation for 15 as a county employee Dec. 29 from 
Seward County Commissioner John Culver. 

Below: Carina Sanchez gets a fist bump from Seward County Commissioner John Culver 
for serving as a county employee for five years.
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BY HOPE MOURALhope@sewardindependent.com
The path of Landon Rhodes’ life may not look like what he imagined, but he’s very much OK with that. 

Rhodes grew up on a farm north of Exeter and is a 2011 graduate of Exeter-Milligan High School. He is the founder and CEO of a full services agency called Grindstone Media. “It came from a phrase my dad always said: ‘Put your nose to the grind-stone’” Rhodes said. He graduated from the University of Nebraka-Lincoln with a degree in mechanized systems man-agement. 
Post-college, he worked for an ag company, taking over its marketing sales and making it into the noteable brand it is today, known as Tredas. “I was self-taught every-thing, from social media to content,” Rhodes said. The skills from that job help him form Grindstone, which helps small busi-nesses grow by offering video production, podcast, social media and paid advertising services. Rhodes said although his family raised him to “think like a business-man,” he never saw him-self running such a com-

pany. 
Grindstone Media, LLC, which Rhodes took on full-time in May 2018, cur-rently has fi ve employees, and members are willing to work with anyone who may need help promoting their brand. Most recently, the Grindstone team went to Friend to shoot some promos for Les Weber’s baseball glove refurbish-ment business, known as When It Was a Game. “We usually do a lot of ag or blue collar videos, but this was different,” Grindstone video producer Allison Holt said. “It was nice to showcase someone really in their craft.” Rhodes has hopes of making Grindstone a national company, expand-ing it from its home base in Lincoln to Omaha, then eventually Kansas City, Missouri, and Denver, Colorado. 

No matter how far his company goes, though, Rhodes will always fi nd his way back home to Exeter and said he comes back frequently to see family. For more information on Grindstone Media, LLC, and its services offered, visit its website at grind-stoneagency.com, call Rhodes at (402) 266-1332 or email him at landon@grindstoneagency.com. 

EM grad keeps nose to Grindstone

COURTESY PHOTO

Grindstone Media video producer Allison Holt interviews Friend 

resident Les Weber about his products to use in promotional 

videos. 

FPS students compete in spelling bee 

COURTESY PHOTO

Students of the Friend Public School’s fi fth and sixth grade classes participated in the Saline County Spelling bee Feb. 12 in Wil-

ber.  Pictured are, from left: (front row) Keltyn Kirchhoff , Lindsey Landis and Taylin Schluter; and (back row) Aniston Meints, Babe 

Weber and Marlie Johnson. 

BY HOPE MOURALhope@sewardindependent.com
The Saline County Board of Commissioners offi cially approved Breg-gren Architects to perform a tuckpointing update on the old jail and courthouse buildings in Wilber. Also during the Feb. 18 meeting, the board heard from EDF Renewables land liaison Ric Nelson on providing updates on the Milligan One wind proj-ect. 

He gave the board copies of a letter sent out to landowners recently 

regarding turn areas EDF will be building as con-struction continues well into planting season. Nelson said this will af-fect some farmers as they are trying to get into their fi elds this spring, as the turns will be created west of Highway 15. Nelson also said vestus turbines (2 megawatt) are scheduled for arrival March 16. 
“You’ll be seeing tur-bines go up around March 23rd,” Nelson said. 

County board hears update on wind projects

DOUG CARROLL/FS

Friend High School students fi nish their routine in the pom competition. The Black Lightning dance team fi nished fourth in pom 

and third in jazz at the Nebraska High School Cheer and Dance Championships over the weekend in Grand Island. Team members 

are Kate Houlden (not pictured), Mikayla Hausman, Corina Grimaldo, Josie Vyhnalek, Katelynn Schluter, Abigail Eberspacher, 

Kylie Weber and Vivian Weber.

Black Lightning perform well at state cheer and dance
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STATE CHAMPIONS! 

MILFORD WRESTLERS TAKE HOME TOP TITLES

Moving in: 

New city hall 

offi  cially opens

by Emily Hemphill

emily@
sewardi

ndepen
dent.co

m

 It’s nearly complete.

 City staff and police of-

ficers moved into Milford’s 

new city hall the evening 

of Feb. 18 and were open for 

business on Feb. 19.

 The city is no longer 

accepting payments in the 

Webermeier Building drop-

box. All business can now 

be taken care of at the new 

location, 402 First Street.

 A ribbon-cutting cer-

emony is being planned for 

later this spring, after the 

rest of the furniture arrives 

and staff get settled in.

 City Clerk Jeanne Hog-

gins said one of the first 

items moved into the new 

building was a record 

book from the mid 1800s 

containing the town’s first 

ordinance that allowed for 

the formation of the council 

and local government.

 Though the building is 

still waiting for some final 

touches, like furniture and 

some changes to make stor-

age areas more functional, 

Hoggins said they’re start-

ing to get organized and the 

biggest hurdles are passed.

 “They kept this pretty 

close to budget,” Hoggins 

said of the $1.3 million 

building.

 Up to $800,000 of that is 

being paid for through a 

bond, which voters ap-

proved back in February 

2018.
 Initially the building 

was larger and had ad-

ditional features, but the 

council and architects 

worked together to scale it 

back to a cost voters were 

more likely to approve 

while still leaving room for 

future growth.

 Hoggins said the con-

tractor, Tru-Built Con-

struction of Lincoln, didn’t 

request any change orders 

because contingency funds 

were built into the initial 

budget.

 Tru-Built used the old 

city hall building as its 

temporary office this sum-

mer while it was working 

on the new building. It also 

built an addition on the 

elementary school and is 

working on an expansion at 

the high school.

 The city council passed 

a resolution last month 

which will allow the old 

city hall to be demolished 

as soon as the city has all of 

its records and other items 

out.
 City staff were using 

the community room in 

the Webermeier Building 

as temporary office space, 

but Hoggins said it will be 

available for the public to 

rent again soon—as soon as 

cubicles are removed at the 

end of February.

 “We will auction any old 

furniture we won’t need as 

surplus property,” Hoggins 

said.
 Cornhusker Industries 

is building a council table 

that will be moved into the 

new building. It will be 

large enough to seat the full 

council, mayor, clerk and 

city attorney.

 Eakes Office Solutions 

is providing the rest of the 

furniture, like chairs for 

the council chambers.

 The council’s March 3 

meeting will still be held at 

the Milford Senior Center 

at 7 p.m. since there is no 

furniture in the new coun-

cil chambers yet.

 Hoggins said the city 

won’t forget the old build-

ing, as it’s bringing a piece 

of it over to the new one. 

The large black and white 

painting of the city that 

used to hang in the entry 

way of the old city hall will 

soon hang on a wall in the 

new one.

SCC opens diesel, welding center 

by Emily Hemphill

emily@
sewardi

ndepen
dent.co

m

 A $13 million facility is now help-

ing educate the next generation of 

diesel technicians and welders in 

Milford.

 Southeast Community College 

held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Feb. 

19 for its new Crete Carrier Diesel 

Technology and Welding Center, 

located at 701 Trades City Drive 

(Walnut Street) on the west side of 

campus.

 SCC President Dr. Paul Illich said 

that while 85% of SCC graduates 

stay in Nebraska for work, the state 

still has a lack of skilled workers 

in areas like diesel technology and 

welding.

 “Over the last 10 years, applica-

tions for these two programs grew 

110%. We had no way to support 

those,” Illich said. “What this 

facility represents is a wonderful 

opportunity to change that.”

 He said at least 13 programs 

offered at SCC require at least one 

welding course.

 The building includes nine truck 

bays and two large enough to ac-

commodate overhead cranes, in 

addition to wash bays, tractor bays 

and 30 welding bays.

 Milford Campus Director Ed 

Koster said the building also fea-

tures six classrooms and lab space 

for lectures and learning theory, in 

addition to the hands-on workspace 

and offices.

 “The shops are really similar to 

what they’re going to do after they 

graduate,” Koster said.

 The classrooms also are equipped 

with TVs so students and instruc-

tors can teleconference with experts 

all over the world.

 “We’re really excited about all 

the details,” Koster said.

 “I’m absolutely convinced this 

will be the best diesel technology 

facility in the country,” Illich said.

 The old diesel facility was built 

in the 1950s.

 Illich said the project was part 

of a master plan that included at 

least one new facility of significant 

size on each of the college’s three 

campuses in Milford, Beatrice and 

Lincoln.

 The facility was funded in large 

EMILY HEMPHILL/MT

Milford City Clerk Jeanne Hoggins shows the staff  workroom in 

the new city hall building.

EMILY HEMPHILL/MT

Old record books were one of the fi rst items to be moved into 

the new building. 411 1st St. • Milford • 402-761-2110

BUFFET

$11.95 • Kids 10 & Under: 75¢ x Age
Every Friday thru Lent • 5–8 p.m.

Salmon • Pollock • Cod Nuggets • Baked Fish •
•

Salad Bar • Mac ‘n Cheese •
• Pizza • Chicken • More!

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Jeaven Scdoris won gold for Milford at state wrestling, topping the Class C 145-pound bracket. Read his thoughts on the 

championship on page 8.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Konner Schluckebier of Milford won the title in Class C at 113 pounds at state wrestling. Read his thoughts on the champion-

ship on page 8.

See Center page 3
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You could give your people

SALES • RENTALS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103

Crete, NE

• Water Softeners & Filters

• Drinking Water Systems

• Certified Service Department

• Bottled Water & Salt Delivery

Proudly serving Saline, Gage, Seward and 

Jefferson Counties for over 80 years

402-826-3372
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Wittstruck in running as 2020 

Presidential Scholar candidate
 The United States Presi-

dential Scholars Program 

is a program of the Depart-

ment of Education. It is 

described as "one of the 

Nation's highest honors 

for students" in the United 

States.
 Madeline Wittstruck 

of Milford High School is 

among the potential candi-

dates for the 161 eventual 

award recipients.

 The White House Com-

mission on Presidential 

Scholars selects scholars 

annually based on their 

academic success, artistic 

and technical excellence, 

essays, school evaluations 

and transcripts, as well 

as evidence of community 

service, leadership and 

demonstrated commitment 

to high ideals.

 Of the 3.6 million stu-

dents expected to gradu-

ate from high school this 

year, more than 5,200 

candidates qualified for 

the awards determined by 

outstanding performance 

on the College Board 

SAT and ACT exams or 

through nominations 

made by Chief State School 

Officers, other partner rec-

ognition organizations and 

the National YoungArts 

Foundation’s nationwide 

YoungArts™ competition.

 Annually, the presiden-

tially-appointed White 

House Commission on 

Presidential Scholars 

chooses up to 161 U.S. 

Presidential Scholars from 

among that year’s senior 

class. All Scholars are in-

vited to Washington, D.C. 

in June for the National 

Recognition Program, fea-

turing various events and 

enrichment activities and 

culminating in the presen-

tation of the Presidential 

Scholars Medallion during 

a White House-sponsored 

ceremony.
 The names of the semi-

finalists will be posted in 

mid-April. The names of 

the 2020 U.S. Presidential 

Scholars will be posted in 

early May. 
 To commemorate their 

achievements, the scholars 

are individually awarded 

the Presidential Medallion 

in a ceremony sponsored 

by the White House, tenta-

tively scheduled for June 

16-18.

Man hit by car 
dies after fleeing 
I-80 drug stop
by Emily Hemphill
emily@sewardindependent.com

 One man was hit by interstate traffic Thursday af-

ternoon after fleeing a traffic stop. He was pronounced 

dead shortly after being transported by helicopter to 

Seward Memorial Hospital.

 Around 3:15 p.m. Feb. 13, a Seward County sher-

iff’s deputy stopped an Illinois-plated vehicle at mile 

marker 385 near the Pleasant Dale interchange on 

Interstate 80.
 According to a press release from the Seward 

County Sheriff’s Office, a search of the vehicle yielded 

a large amount of narcotics, including a substantial 

amount of marijuana and more than 16 pounds of con-

centrated THC products.

 The driver and sole occupant, Michael L. Shadbolt, 

26, of Peoria, Illinois, fled on foot into eastbound lanes 

of traffic. He continued into westbound traffic and was 

struck by a passenger vehicle. No one in that vehicle 

was injured.
 Since Shadbolt was detained by deputies at the time 

of the accident, Nebraska statute requires a grand 

jury hear the case. An investigation by the Nebraska 

State Patrol is ongoing. His family was notified by 

authorities in Illinois at the request of the Nebraska 

State Patrol.

Madeline Wittstruck

‘We need earlier communication’

Districts in favor of Kolterman’s
bill regarding school placement
by Emily Hemphill
emily@sewardindependent.com

 Area school districts are support-

ing a bill introduced by District 24 

Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward.

 LB 759 would require the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services 

to consult with school districts before 

establishing guardianship or making 

an educational placement of a child 

in a district, specifically with regard 

to children in the foster care system.

 The bill is designed to ensure 

the district receiving the child is 

equipped to handle any specific edu-

cational or behavioral needs and to 

determine who is responsible for the 

cost of those services.

 “It’s not that we’re opposed to plac-

ing kids anywhere in the state. The 

problem is HHS doesn’t let people 

know when they’re coming,” Kolt-

erman said. “Some of our districts 

don’t have the resources to go out and 

hire a para.”
 Two area superintendents, Dr. 

Josh Fields of Seward and Kevin 

Wingard of Milford, and Educational 

Service Unit 6 Administrator John 

Skretta testified in favor of the bill in 

late January.
 The bill is now being looked at af-

ter years of frustration among school 

districts that haven’t been notified 

in advance of new students entering 

their district because of foster care 

placements.
 “It came out of some frustration 

from superintendents across the state 

of Nebraska about the lack of com-

munication from the Department of 

Health and Human Services,” Fields 

said.
 Brad Best, superintendent at 

Heartland Public Schools, gathered 

stories from other districts and 

presented them to Kolterman, asking 

him to champion the bill.

 “It is any student in the foster care 

system or wards of the state. Some of 

these stories are of students that have 

extreme needs or high needs, maybe 

coming with a police background or 

a sexual assault,” Fields said. “Not 

knowing those things before placing 

them in a school is very detrimental. 

If they’re not safe at the time to be in 

the school, it would be nice to be able 

to have those conversations.”

 Wingard said the schools want to 

work with DHHS to create a better 

transition for both the student and 

the school district.

 “We’re not trying to question or 

put down DHHS workers or case 

workers. What an unbelievably hard 

job to find foster homes and place-

ments, and we understand there’s 

emergency placements,” Wingard 

said.
 He said schools are ask-ing for the 

student’s background information 

ahead of time so they know if they 

need to provide staff with certain 

skills or coordinate transportation. 

Some need a full-time, one-on-one 

paraprofessional, while others are 

transported to an alternative school 

location if the district doesn’t have 

such staff available.

 Wingard said that history, called 

an Education Core Report, is pro-

vided to a judge when a student is 

involved in a court case. Then, the 

record is sealed because the case in-

volves a juvenile and the schools are 

not given access.

 The Education Core Report in-

cludes information about the stu-

dent’s past attendance, academic per-

formance, health factors and special 

needs, as well as the child’s interests 

and what activities they’d like to be 

involved in.
 “We’ve worked with foster stu-

dents in the past for years, and I 

think we do a great job with foster 

students, but there needs to be some 

input so we’re ready for those stu-

dents,” Wingard said. “They’re al-

ready going through trauma. Let’s be 

prepared for them and let’s not take 

a week to figure it out. In no way are 

we questioning the foster program or 

foster parents. Many kids get adopted 

in our district, so it’s been great. We 

just need earlier communication.”

 “The input of the receiving school 

district regarding the best educa-

tional placement of the child shall be 

considered regarding the difficulties 

in providing or hiring personnel 

necessary for additional educational 

programming services, such as spe-

cialized personnel or the placement 

of such child at a specialized facility, 

which may result in a substantial 

financial burden for the resident 

school district and the receiving 

school district,” the bill says.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Milford Public Schools Superintendent Kevin Wingard testifies on LB 759 Jan. 24 in front of senators in the Nebraska Legislature. 

Wingard spoke, along with Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association member superintendents Brad Best of Heartland, Jane 

Davis of Hershey, Sadie Coffey of Shickley, Josh Fields of Seward and ESU 6 Administrator John Skretta, in favor of the bill, which calls 

for the Department of Health and Human Services to consult with and notify a school district before placing a child in the district.

See Schools page 3

Committee talks 
NE opioid issue
by Allie Snow
Nebraska News Service

 Nebraska lawmakers 

are looking to address 

the opioid epidemic in the 

state. 
 Supporters of LB1124 

testified in front of the 

Health and Human 

Services Committee on 

Thursday. The bill would 

create the Opioid Preven-

tion and Treatment Act. 

 Sen. Sara Howard 

of Omaha introduced 

the bill in January. The 

purpose of the bill is to 

provide for the use of 

dedicated revenue for 

opioid-disorder-related 

treatment and preven-

tion. The act would 

provide education on the 

epidemic, resources for 

those affected, and create 

a network of profession-

als who provide treat-

ment. 
 Under the bill, the 

appropriations commit-

tee would decide how 

the funds are spent. 

These funds would come 

through legal battles 

and settlements from the 

Department of Justice re-

lating to deceptive opioid 

practices.
 Howard, who is retir-

ing this year, has voiced 

concern about the opioid 

epidemic throughout her 

eight years in office. 

 For Howard, the topic 

is personal.
 Eleven years ago, 

Howard’s sister Carrie 

was involved in a car 

accident, and injured her 

back. Howard says her 

sister was prescribed oxy-

codone, became addicted, 

and died months later 

from an overdose. Since 

then, Howard has worked 

on improving access for 

providers on what medi-

cations are prescribed to 

patients. 
 “If someone asked me 

what my legacy would be 

in the legislature, I would 

tell them it would most 

likely be the work that 

I’ve done with opioid pre-

vention,” Howard said. 

 No one testified 

against the bill. Sen. Ben 

Hansen of Blair suggest-

ed that the proposed bill 

include healthier alterna-

tives to opioids, such as 

chiropractor or physical 

therapy visits. 
 “Research has shown 

chiropractic and physi-

cal therapy have been the 

number one alternatives 

to opioid abuse,” Hansen 

said.
 Nebraska Association 

of County Officials mem-

ber Elaine Menzel took 

a neutral position on the 

bill.
 Sen. Machaela Ca-

vanaugh talked about 

Howard’s efforts, and the 

impact it’s had on her 

personally. Cavanaugh 

said she was prescribed 

opioids multiple times, 

but decided to stop using 

the drugs after seeing the 

work Howard’s done. 

 “I think Carrie would 

be so proud of you,” Ca-

vanaugh said. “Because 

of the work you’ve done, 

it’s actually impacted my 

use of opioids. My aware-

ness of this issue has 

been raised so much by 

you, your mother and the 

legacy of your sister.”

Inside:
Back to the ‘90s

at Milford’s annual 

ExtravaBandza!
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Advertise 
with us

BULL SALE? Run this size ad in over 150 
Newspapers for just $6.41/newspaper

Call this newspaper or 1-800-369-2850 for more information.

Nebraska 2x2/2x4 Display Ad Network

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 Ne-
braska newspapers & get your message to 
over 490,000 readers.  Statewide coverage 
for just $6.41* per publication. *Statewide 
cost only $975. Regional ads also avail-
able in Central, Northeast, Southeast or 
Western Nebraska. Other sizes available.
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Now we want to know

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
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the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Share your opinions via letters to the editor. 

Please include a phone number so we can verify 

it’s you and word count is 500.

Hope 
Moural

Reporter 

Caitlyn
Nelson

Reporter 

We asked you

Vote this week on Facebook or at milfordtimes.com. 
Results will be published in next week’s issue.

Would you take the COVID-19 vaccine if offered to you?

Yes: 112

No: 57

by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

Happy New Year, 
readers! This is my first 
column for 2021, so I 
thought 
I would 
get that 
out of the 
way first 
thing.  

A few 
weeks 
ago, we 
had a poll 
question in 
our publications asking 
if New Year’s resolutions 
were going to be made 
or not. 

Judging solely from 
the response, many of 
you aren’t, and that’s 
OK. 

I’ll admit that I have, 
um, shall we say pretty 
low expectations for 
this year, but still have 
dreams and goals that 
need achieving. 

Last year, (remember 
2020?) I had a goal to 
simply keep track of the 
number of novels read. 
That was before the pan-
demic, when numerous 
events were canceled 
and I had no choice but 
to spend time indoors, 
wrapped up in blankets 
with some hot tea. (I em-
bellished there but you 
get the point.)

In case you’re curi-
ous, I read 26 books from 
January to December 
2020. I slowly came to the 
realization this fall that 
I may enjoy nonfiction 
more than fiction, which 
really surprised me. 

Maybe it’s the journal-
ist in me, but I like my 
facts laid out, dang it! 

Out of those 26 novels, 
there were only three I 
didn’t enjoy and really 
had to power through to 
complete.

To you this may 

sound like a lot of read-
ing, and it might be, 
but I was actually a bit 
disappointed in myself. 

I yelped “What?!” 
after counting them all 
up, thinking the number 
was closer to 40, or at 
least in the 30s. 

Maybe I spend too 
much time tracking 
authors and other online 
bookworms that I over-
estimated my reading 
abilities. 

I saw a post on Twit-
ter that another woman 
read 150 novels also 
last year and I was all, 
“How?!” and “How can I 
be you?”

I try to read any 
chance I get, in the car, 
in between basketball 
games and at night 
before turning out the 
lights. (OK, some nights 
I nod off and don’t re-
member where I left off, 
but we’re all human.) 

I’ve been doing this 

basically since I could 
read, it’s just this is the 
first year I thought my 
work was going to show. 

Anyway, all of this is 
to say that this year’s 
goal is to not compare 
myself to others reading 
habits or be hard on my-
self for goals not met. 

At this point, I think 
we all need a break and 
realize we aren’t invin-
cible, and things may no 
longer be expected of us 
that perhaps once were. 

Put another way, it’s 
alright to take a breath-
er, take it day by day and 
just simply breathe. 

In and out, in and out, 
there you go…

The year 2021 may 
be off to a crazy start so 
far, but I know for me 
at least, it will feature 
bunches of good litera-
ture, numerical goals 
met or not. 

Just remember, one 
day (or book) at a time. 

Just one more, Mom

by Caitlyn Nelson
caitlyn@sewardindependent.com

This week I have to 
steer away from my 
lighthearted columns, 
which 
I write 
purpose-
fully. 

They 
help 
break up 
the seri-
ousness 
of things 
going on 
in the 
world and I write them 
with that intent. 

I know that every-
one is tired of read-
ing the word COVID 
everywhere you look, 
trust me, I am too. But, 
this week, I feel I need 
to share. 

I was not unaware 
of the seriousness of 
COVID, but the sever-
ity only really hit me 
after I said the words, 
“my family really 
hasn’t been majorly 
affected by COVID.” I 
should have knocked 
on wood because not 
even two hours after 
uttering those words 
I got a call that com-
pletely changed my 
view on COVID and 
made it that much 
more real.

“Your dad has a 
major blood clot in his 
leg and smaller ones in 
his lungs,” my mother 
told me over a phone 
call while I was at 
work.

This diagnosis came 
after he was diagnosed 
with COVID-19 earlier 
this year and pneumo-
nia a few months later.

 He would be put on 
blood thinners for the 
next six months, my 
mom told me.

Exactly one week 
later I got another 
message while I was 
working.

“Hey kid. Sounds 
like we are going to 
Norfolk with your dad. 
He’s got fluid in his 
right lung and some 
bleeding that they 
want to drain,” my 
mom’s message read.  

We are lucky this 
was all caught in time 

but doesn’t make it any 
easier. We were told if 
we would have waited 
even a day longer we 
may not have gotten 
the same outcome.

Fortunately, I was 
able to sneak away 
from Crete to go see 
him last week, but 
when I walked in I was 
face-to-face with some-
thing I never thought I 
would see – my dad in 
pain. 

Let me put this in 
perspective. My dad is 
the kind of man who 
can almost cut his fin-
ger off chopping wood, 
duct tape it together 
and keep working. He 
dealt with severe knee 
pain for years while 
he was working laying 
flooring. He was even 
back to carrying in 
wood the day after he 
was diagnosed with 
pneumonia (against 
what we told him to 
do - rest). This man 
avoids the doctor like 
the plague, no pun 
intended. 

It wasn’t until I 
was sitting with him 
after he got his second 
chest tube put in that 
it really hit me, and 
I think that is how a 
lot of people are. They 
know it’s bad but it 
hasn’t impacted them 
close enough to really 
understand. 

While he is doing 
better now, there was 
always the chance he 

wouldn’t and that’s in-
credibly scary. And to 
know COVID was the 
thing that landed him 
in the hospital makes 
it even more real.

COVID is more 
than losing smell and 
taste. It affects people 
differently, but for 
some it really takes a 
toll, sometimes even a 
life. It’s not just COVID 
and done, sometimes it 
causes a ball to roll of 
medical complications. 

COVID doesn’t just 
impact that singular 
person. It impacts the 
wife who takes off 
work to stay in the 
hospital. It impacts 
the son who has to 
take care of the house 
while the parents are 
gone. It impacts the 
daughter who has to 
take off work to help 
her brother. It impacts 
the employers who are 
missing those employ-
ees. 

I won’t be naïve 
enough to think ev-
eryone who reads this 
will now take extra 
precautions because of 
this column, but I hope 
it shares the message 
that this is real and 
important. 

Please continue to 
wear your mask and 
listen to the medical 
staff who are seeing 
this each and every 
day. 

Severity hits close to home

What is your favorite 
winter sport? 

- Basketball
- Wrestling
- Hockey 

- Football playoffs

HOPE MOURAL/SCI

These are the books I read last year. What’s on the list for 
2021?

CAITLYN NELSON/SCI

Holding my dad’s hand in the hospital after he got 
his second chest tube in after having post-COVID-19 
complications.



dual was tied going into 
the last match. Carter 
Springer pinned  his op-
ponent to give the Eagles 
the 40-34 win.

Milford also beat 
Bishop Neumann 61-10 
and Norfolk Catholic 
69-0.

The tournament win 
was the fourth of the sea-
son for Milford, setting a 
new school record.

The Eagles got up Sat-
urday morning and hit 
the road to David City 
Aquinas for another 
dual tournament.

Milford drew Aqui-
nas, the defending state 
dual champions, in the 
first round and lost 
42-27. MHS came back 
to beat Conestoga 67-6 
and Blair, ranked No. 3 
in Class B, 45-29. In the 
third-place dual, Milford 
ran out of steam against 
David City and lost 45-31.

“We need to work on 
finishing the job, but 
it doesn’t take away 
from the previous eight 
duals where we really 
performed better than I 
would have predicted,” 
Coach Schluckebier said. 
“We beat teams ranked 
B#3, C#4, C#9 and C#10 
and beat multiple indi-
vidually ranked oppo-
nents.”

The Eagles will 
close their dual season 
Thursday, Jan. 14, in a 
triangular at York with 
YHS and Cross Coun-
ty-Osceola. The team 
is scheduled to wrestle 
at Arlington Saturday, 
Jan. 16.

Milford 45, Wilber-Clatonia 27 
	 152 - Keenan Troyer (MIL) def. Zander Baker 

(WC) 6-2; 160 - Carter Springer (MIL) win by 
forfeit; 170 - Christopher Scdoris (MIL) pin Alan 
Odvody (WC) 1:23; 182 - Thomas Vance (MIL) pin 
Hugo Pomajzl (WC) 1:03; 195 - Sawyer Kunc (WC) 
def. Hunter Oborny (MIL) 6-3; 220 - Lorenzo Tem-
ple (MIL) win by forfeit; 285 - Deitrick Baker (WC) 
pin Trey Lyon (MIL) 2:23; 106 - Pedro Hernandez 
(WC) def. Conner Kohout (MIL) 5-4; 113 - Ashton 
Keltner (WC) win by forfeit; 120 - Joey Kenning 
(MIL) win by forfeit; 126 - Konner Schluckebier 
(MIL) pin Jordan Marsh (WC) 0:21; 132 - Eli Vondra 
(MIL) pin Roberto Torres (WC) 1:32; 138 - Tommy 
Lokken (WC) pin Jack Chapman (MIL) 3:58; 145 - 
Colby Homolka (WC) def. Trent Stauffer (MIL) 5-1

Milford 69, Wakefield 6 
	 160 - Springer (MIL) win by forfeit; 170 
- Scdoris (MIL) pin Mitchell Fischer (W) 1:01; 
182 - Vance (MIL) pin Bradley Haglund (W) 0:32; 
195 - Oborny (MIL) pin Christopher Ochoa (W) 
0:35; 220 - Temple (MIL) win by forfeit; 285 - Rylan 
Weaver (W) pin Lyon (MIL) 0:14; 106 - Kohout 
(MIL) pin Samuel Chase (W) 0:23; 113 - Double 
Forfeit; 120 - Kenning (MIL) win by forfeit; 126 
- Schluckebier (MIL) pin Franco Tapia (W) 0:35; 
132 - Vondra (MIL) pin Kolton Fischer (W) 0:35; 
138 - Chapman (MIL) pin Caleb Chase (W) 0:51; 
145 - Stauffer (MIL) pin Jeremiah Chase (W) 1:16; 
152 - Troyer (MIL) def. Gabriel Lamprecht (W) 9-2

Milford 40, Logan View 34 
	 170 - Scdoris (MIL) pin Gavin Ruwe (LV) 2:00; 

182 - Vance (MIL) def. Dylan Silva (LV) 14-0; 195 
- Logan Booth (LV) def. Oborny (MIL) 16-7; 220 
- Temple (MIL) pin Zach McGee (LV) 0:53; 285 - An-
drew Cone (LV) pin Lyon (MIL) 0:45; 106 - Kohout 
(MIL) win by forfeit; 113 - Jacob McGee (LV) win by 
forfeit; 120 - Dru Mueller (LV) def. Kenning (MIL) 
15-11; 126 - Schluckebier (MIL) pin Kaden Gregory 
(LV) 4:58; 132 - Vondra (MIL) pin Ryder Keenan (LV) 
1:09; 138 - Roberto Valdivia (LV) pin Chapman 
(MIL) 3:31; 145 - Hunter McNulty (LV) def. Stauffer 
(MIL) 5-1; 152 - Ty Miller (LV) pin Troyer (MIL) 1:15; 
160 - Springer (MIL) pin Baylor Kaup (LV) 1:11

Milford 61, Bishop Neumann 10 
	 106 - Kohout (MIL) win by forfeit; 113 - 
Double Forfeit; 120 - Aaron Ohnoutka (BN) def. 
Kenning (MIL) 12-1; 126 - Schluckebier (MIL) pin 
Josh Urlacher (BN) 5:24; 132 - Vondra (MIL) def. 
Max Lautenschlager (BN) SV-1 6-4; 138 - Seth 
Fairbanks (BN) pin Cale Burkhardt (MIL) 3:49; 
145 - Chapman (MIL) pin Jayden Kreifel (BN) 1:18; 
152 - Stauffer (MIL) def. Conner Specht (BN) 12-1; 
160 - Springer (MIL) pin Thomas Vrana (BN) 1:06; 
170 - Scdoris (MIL) pin Samuel Vrana (BN) 1:11; 
182 - Vance (MIL) pin Trent Moudry (BN) 1:22; 
195 - Oborny (MIL) pin Remington Musgrove (BN) 
0:43; 220 - Temple (MIL) win by forfeit; 285 - Lyon 
(MIL) win by forfeit

Milford 69, Norfolk Catholic 0 
	 195 - Oborny (MIL) win by forfeit; 220 - 
Temple (MIL) win by forfeit; 285 - Lyon (MIL) pin 

Josh Gubbels (NC) 0:41; 106 - Kohout (MIL) pin 
Dominic Liess (NC) 3:36; 113 - Double Forfeit; 120 
- Kenning (MIL) win by forfeit; 126 - Schluckebier 
(MIL) pin Noah Morland (NC) 1:11; 132 - Vondra 
(MIL) def. Kanyon Talton (NC) 13-6; 138 - Cale 
Burkhardt (MIL) pin Carter Wattier (NC) 4:27; 
145 - Chapman (MIL) def. Allan Olander (NC) 4-2; 
152 - Stauffer (MIL) pin Noah Wattier (NC) 1:33; 
160 - Springer (MIL) def. Francisco Mendez (NC) 
8-4; 170 - Scdoris (MIL) pin Brandon Kollars (NC) 
4:09; 182 - Vance (MIL) pin Ben Morland (NC) 2:20

Aquinas Duals
Aquinas Catholic 42, Milford 27 

	 285 - Coy Meysenburg (AQU) pin Lyon (MIL) 
1:41; 106 - Kohout (MIL) pin Grady Romshek 
(AQU) 2:54; 113 - Jakob Kavan (AQU) win by 
forfeit; 120 - Kenning (MIL) def. Zander Kavan 
(AQU) 14-8; 126 - Schluckebier (MIL) win by 
forfeit; 132 - Vondra (MIL) def. Noah Scott (AQU) 
TB-1 6-5; 138 - Hunter Vandenberg (AQU) pin 
Chapman (MIL) 3:40; 145 - Christopher Nickolite 
(AQU) def. Stauffer (MIL) 9-3; 152 - Jacob Moravec 
(AQU) pin Troyer (MIL) 0:54; 160 - Nolan Eller 
(AQU) def. Springer (MIL) 9-3; 170 - Scdoris (MIL) 
pin Marcus Eickmeier (AQU) 3:04; 182 - Michael 
Andel (AQU) pin Vance (MIL) 0:32; 195 - Oborny 
(MIL) def. Paul Buresh (AQU) 4-0; 220 - Reilly Miller 
(AQU) pin Temple (MIL) 5:19

Milford 67, Conestoga 6 
	 106 - Kohout (MIL) pin Asher Koehnen (CON) 
0:22; 113 - Ethan Gloe (CON) win by forfeit; 120 
- Kenning (MIL) pin Brink Stawniak (CON) 1:02; 
126 - Schluckebier (MIL) def. Keaghon Chini 
(CON) 12-1; 132 - Vondra (MIL) def. Cameron 
Williams (CON) 7-3; 138 - Chapman (MIL) pin 
Carter Plowman (CON) 5:13; 145 - Stauffer (MIL) 
pin Scott Dufault (CON) 1:30; 152 - Double Forfeit; 
160 - Springer (MIL) pin Jabari Parsons (CON) 0:32; 
170 - Scdoris (MIL) win by forfeit; 182 - Vance (MIL) 
win by forfeit; 195 - Oborny (MIL) pin Gage Totilas 
(CON) 1:34; 220 - Temple (MIL) win by forfeit; 285 
- Lyon (MIL) pin Dallas Katzenstein (CON) 0:54

Milford 45, Blair 29 
	 113 - Luke Frost (B) win by forfeit; 120 - 
Kenning (MIL) pin Karter Scott (B) 0:47; 126 
- Schluckebier (MIL) pin Atticus Dick (B) 1:05; 
132 - Vondra (MIL) pin Shay Bailey (B) 2:38; 138 - 
Chapman (MIL) pin Thomas Bacon (B) 1:17; 145 
- Charlie Powers (B) def. Stauffer (MIL) 13-1; 152 
- Yoan Camejo (B) win by forfeit; 160 - Springer 
(MIL) pin Dylan Berg (B) 3:50; 170 - Scdoris (MIL) 
pin Dane Larsen (B) 2:22; 182 - Vance (MIL) def. 
Braden Hanson (B) 4-3; 195 - Dexter Larsen (B) 
def. Oborny (MIL) 15-5; 220 - Temple (MIL) pin 
Gabe Gaskill (B) 5:19; 285 - Seagan Packet-Trisdale 
(B) pin Lyon (MIL) 1:40; 106 - Jesse Loges (B) def. 
Kohout (MIL) 2-1

David City 45, Milford 31 
	 120 - Simon Schindler (DC) pin Kenning 
(MIL) 0:31; 126 - Schluckebier (MIL) pin Ethan 
Zegers (DC) 1:13; 132 - Josh Spatz (DC) def. 
Vondra (MIL) 13-4; 138 - Chapman (MIL) pin 
Braden Radford (DC) 0:34; 145 - Stauffer (MIL) 
def. Harley Eickmeier (DC) 10-2; 152 - Clayton 
Harris (DC) win by forfeit; 160 - Springer (MIL) 
pin Ty Cummings (DC) 0:13; 170 - Tre Daro (DC) 
pin Scdoris (MIL) 2:33; 182 - Dylan Vodicka (DC) 
pin Vance (MIL) 1:52; 195 - Oborny (MIL) win by 
forfeit; 220 - James Escamilla (DC) pin Temple 
(MIL) 3:48; 285 - Jake Ingwersen (DC) pin Lyon 
(MIL) 3:12; 106 - Kohout (MIL) def. Keaton Kloke 
(DC) 5-0; 113 - Zach Bongers (DC) win by forfeit; 
David City’s team score was adjusted by -1.0 for 
170 unsportsmanlike
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Phone 833-800-5643

Who better to give you the support 
you need than people with similar 
disability who has found success at 
living independently.
The League of Human Dignity is 
skilled at helping people overcome 
barriers to in-
dependent liv-
ing. Call today 
and see how 
we can help.

DISABILITY:
You’re Not Alone

800-445-9116
Or visit us online at
k-lawn.com/np

• Manage your own lawn fertilization, 
weed and insect control business

• Part-time or full-time, you decide and 
manage your own schedule

• Income stability for your family

If you don’t have a K-Lawn Dealer in 
your area, we are looking to add a few 
quality dealers to our 10-state network. 
Key benefits include:

K-Lawn Dealers earn the extra income 
that makes a great family life possible.

Contact us today at

“K-LAWN DEALERS  
  EARN UP TO 

$50,000
IN SUPPLEMENTAL 
INCOME IN A 
SOCIALLY DISTANCED 
PROFESSION.”

KL-144.indd   1KL-144.indd   1 10/29/20   11:57 AM10/29/20   11:57 AM

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

After the five-day 
moratorium, the Milford 
wrestlers came back to 
practice but couldn’t 
wrestle a competition 
until Jan. 8 when they 
were at the Wilber-Clato-
nia Duals.

MHS finished the day 
5-0 and saw senior Kon-
ner Schluckebier hit the 
150-win milestone.

The Eagles wrestled 
conference foe Wil-
ber-Clatonia in the first 
dual and set the tone 
with  a 45-27 win.

“Dual tournaments 

are fun but you have 
to be ready to go right 
away. You may have 
your toughest match 
of the night right away 
unlike an individual 
tournament where you 
work your way to the 
finals match,” Coach Joe 
Schluckebier said.

The dual against the 
Wolverines was the first 
time Milford had beaten 
WCHS in a dual in re-
cent memory, the coach 
said.

Milford beat Wake-
field 69-6 and edged 
Logan View 40-34. Coach 
Schluckebier said the 

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford boys’ bas-
ketball team maintained 
its unbeaten record this 
week – barely.

The Eagles needed 
a big fourth quarter to 
escape Malcolm with the 
Jan. 8 victory. Milford 
scored 20 in the period 
and left with a 55-54 win.

“It was quite the 
game,” Coach Tony 
Muller said. “We weren’t 
playing well, and they 
were shooting well.”

The Eagles were with-
out Seth Stutzman, who 
was out sick.

“We were a little out 
of sorts without Seth,” 
Muller said.

Muller said Milford 
switched defenses in 
the second quarter and 
started to dig out of the 
15-3 first-quarter hole. 
Jaxon Weyand scored 
10 of Milford’s 23 in the 
second quarter.

The Eagles cut the 
Malcolm lead to one 
with the first five points 
of the third quarter, but 
the Clippers responded 
with a five-point run.

Milford was down 11 
in the fourth quarter, 
but Isaac Yeackley (6 
points), Micah Hartwig 
(5 points) and Weyand 
(7 points) brought the 
Eagles back.

Weyand led the team 
with 21 points, and 
Hartwig added 12 points 
to go with eight re-
bounds and four steals.

“Malcolm has had 
some bad luck. They’re 
better than their re-
cord,” Muller said.

The next day, the 
Eagles were home to 
host David City and beat 
the Scouts 62-35. Muller 

said Milford got off to a 
better start, leading 14-9 
after the first quarter, 
and continued to expand 
the lead.

The Eagles played 
good defense, he said, 
holding David City to 
18 and 17 points in each 
half. Milford forced 21 
turnovers, of which 18 
were steals. 

Weyand led the of-
fense with 25 points and 
10 rebounds for a double 
double. Hartwig added 
14 points, six steals and 
seven assists.

The Eagles (12-0) 
are scheduled to play 
at Raymond Central 
Thursday, Jan. 14, in a 
makeup game from the 
first week of the season. 
On Saturday, Jan. 16, 
MHS is to host Thayer 
Central with tip off set 
for 7:45 p.m.

Muller said Raymond 
Central has a good 
shooter the Milford 
defense will have to 
contain. Thayer Central 
is more athletic than in 
years past, as well.

Milford 55, Malcolm 54
MIL		  3	 23	 9	 20	 55
MAL		 15	 17	 14	 8	 54
	 MIL—Isaac Yeackley 3-7 1-2 7, Micah 
Hartwig 4-10 3-4 12, Bryce Jakub 0-1 0-0 0, Cason 
Tucker 1-2 1-3 3, Maddox Baack 2-4 0-0 5, Jaxon 
Weyand 6-9 8-13 21, Kaleb Miller 2-3 0-4 4, Cabe 
Schluckebier 1-3 1-4 3. Totals 19-39 14-30 55.
	 MAL—Totals 18-45 12-24 54.
	 Three-point goals—MIL 3-8 (Yeackley 
0-1, Hartwig 1-3, Baack 1-3, Weyand 1-1), MAL 
6-18. Rebounds—MIL 29 (Hartwig 8), MAL 30. 
Assists—MIL 13 (Yeackley, Hartwig 4). Steals—
MIL 4 (four with 1). Blocked shots—MIL 1. 
Turnovers—MIL 9, MAL 10. Fouls—MIL 24, MAL 
25.

Milford 62, David City 35
DCHS	 9	 9	 8	 9	 35
MHS		 14	 12	 22	 14	 62
	 MHS—Yeackley 0-5 0-0 0, Camden Springer 
1-1 0-0 2, Weyand 9-19 6-9 25, Carter Roth 0-1 0-0 
0, Maddox Baack 1-4 0-0 3, Tucker 2-5 0-0 5, Bryce 
Jakub 0-1 0- 00, Miller 3-3 1-2 7, Hartwig 6-15 1-2 
14, Schluckebier 3-4 0-0 6. Totals 25-58 8-13 62.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 4-18 (Yeackley 
0-3, Weyand 1-5, Roth 0-1, Baack 1-3, Tucker 1-1, 
Hartwig 1-5). Rebounds—MHS 32 (Weyand 10). 
Assists—MHS 16 (Hartwig 6). Steals—MHS 18 
(Hartwig 7). Blocked shots—MHS 2 (Hartwig 
2). Turnovers—MHS 5. Fouls—MHS 10.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent

Milford’s girls’ bas-
ketball team split its 
games last week, falling 
at Malcolm 46-33 and 
defeating David City 
46-40 at home.

Coach Phil Stauffer 
said the Eagles got off to 
a slow start on defense 
against Malcolm Jan. 8 
but improved in the last 
three quarters.

“After our defense 
improved, we just 
couldn’t get many shots 
to go down,” he said. 
“I was happy with how 
we handled Malcolm’s 
press. That gives a lot of 
their opponents trou-
ble.”

The team got off to 
a better start against 
David City Jan. 9. 
Hannah Kepler scored 
13 of her 15 points in the 
first quarter, and Tay-
lor Roth had her best 
offensive game of the 
year with eight points, 
Stauffer said.

“I think the first half 
was as good as we have 
played all year,” he 

said.
In the second half, 

DC started hitting from 
outside, but Kaitlin 
Kontor scored all eight 
of her points in the 
third to help maintain 
the lead. Turnovers 
popped up in the fourth 
quarter, but MHS did a 
good job controlling the 
ball, the coach said.

“We are starting to 
play much better and 
really like the balanced 
scoring we had in this 
game,” Stauffer said.

The Eagles (6-6) are 
scheduled to travel 
to Syracuse Jan. 12, 
visit Raymond Central 
Thursday, Jan. 14, and 
host Thayer Central 
Saturday, Jan. 16.

Malcolm 46, Milford 33
MIL		  9	 6	 4	 14	 33
MAL		 18	 9	 5	 14	 46
	 MIL—Makena Stutzman 0-2 0-0 0, Kaitlin 
Kontor 2-8 2-2 8, Hannah Kepler 5-14 3-4 15, 
Alayna Piening 1-4 0-0 2, Kaitlyn Klug 0-1 2-2 
2, Taylor Roth 0-2 2-2 2, Sydney Stelling 2-6 0-4 
4, Abby Houk 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 10-41 9-14 33.
	 MAL—Totals 14-42 14-22 46.
	 Three-point goals—MIL 4-17 (Stutzman 
0-2, Kontor 2-6, Kepler 2-6, Stelling 0-1, Houk 
0-2), MAL 4-17. Rebounds—MIL 27 (Roth 9), 
MAL 39. Assists—MIL 7 (Roth 4). Steals—MIL 
5 (Houk 2). Blocked shots—MIL 4 (Kepler 2). 
Turnovers—MIL 11, MAL 10. Fouls—MIL 17, 
MAL 13.

Milford 46, David City 40
DCHS	 7	 10	 12	 11	 40
MHS		 17	 14	 10	 5	 46
	 DCHS—Totals 15-49 6-11 40.
	 MHS—Stutzman 0-4 0-0 0, Kontor 3-8 0-0 
8, Kepler 6-11 1-2 15, Roth 4-8 0-1 8, Stelling 4-7 
1-3 9, Houk 2-6 2-2 6, Mariah Richards 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 19-45 4-8 46.

	 Three-point goals—DCHS 4-21, MHS 4-16 
(Stutzman 0-4, Kontor 2-6, Kepler 2-4, Houk 0-2). 
Rebounds—DCHS 35, MHS 30 (Kepler, Klug 6). 
Assists—MHS 11 (Kontor, Kepler 3). Steals—
MHS 8 (Stelling, Houk 2). Blocked shots—MHS 
2 (Kontor, Roth 1). Turnovers—DCHS 11, MHS 
9. Fouls—DCHS 12, MHS 14. Fouled out—Roth.

DOUG CARROLL/MT

Milford’s Jaxon Weyand goes up for a layup as Malcolm’s 
Connor Zegar, left, and Drew Johnson try to defend.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Keenan Troyer of Milford tries to lift Zander Baker of Wil-
ber-Clatonia as Baker defends during a dual Jan. 8 in Wilber.

DOUG CARROLL/MT

Milford’s Sydney Stelling looks to pass as Malcolm’s Joslyn 
Small defends Friday night in Malcolm.

Eagles top DC, 
edge Malcolm

Milford goes 7-2 in duals; senior hits 150

MHS bounces back with win
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EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
      All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
family status, or national origin, or an intention, to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.” 
Family status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant 
women and people securing custody of children under 18.
        The Milford Times will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. 
http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ARKETPLACEM

Real Estate

Help Wanted
FULL-TIME office help in busy 
electronics store. General 
off ice dut ies.  Electronic 
knowledge helpful. Call Eric 
402-643-2560 or stop by 
Ehlers Electronics.

Class A CDL drivers needed 
-1 yr exp. LOCAL - home 
every night $200 per day min. 
REGIONAL - home every 
weekend + .50 per mile + pd 
wkly, vacation + call for more 
details 402-534-2013

POLISHER F/T: M-F
Deburr or polish parts on 
grinders and buffers. Paid 
holiday & vacations. Starting 
$15/hr + Hire Bonus. More info, 
call to apply at 402-798-7800. 
CAPPS MANUFACTURING in 
Cortland.

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN– Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.  
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure required 
and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills, 
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic 
nursing experience preferred.  RN/LPN licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

CNA – Nights: Full-time CNA Night position 5 pm – 5 am. Flexible scheduling includes every 
third weekend and holiday rotation. CNA licensure and BLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Hospital Nursing Supervisor – Night Shift: Full-time Hospital Nursing Supervisor 
– Night Shift. This position is a working supervisor that is responsible for providing managerial 
support in the operation of patient care in the hospital, and manages a combination of licensed 
and/or certified professional staff. RN, BSN preferred with related experience and/or training. RN 
licensure and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Director of Quality Programs: Full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for 
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating 
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor Science 
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related 
experience.  —Memorial Hospital

Full-Time Customer Service Representative/Personal Banker 
Cattle Bank & Trust has an immediate opening at our Seward Main Bank location for a 
Full Time Customer Service Representative.  

Successful candidates will be responsible for providing all facets of customer service and 
support, have knowledge of the bank’s products and services, possess the ability to 
advise, open and administer new and existing deposit account relationships while 
operating within the bank’s policies and procedures. This position will also be 
responsible for teller-related transactions including cashing, depositing and processing 
checks and other items for customers.  

Previous banking or equivalent customer service experience is preferred with excellent 
written and verbal communication skills, and an ability to work in a team environment. 
Salary commensurate with experience. Excellent benefits program including health 
insurance, 401(k) with match, paid vacation and cafeteria plan.

Apply by sending your resume to: 
Cattle Bank & Trust 
Human Resources 

PO Box 467, Seward, NE 68434 
Or apply online at www.cattlebank.com 

EOE

Full-Time Customer Service Representative/Personal Banker 
Cattle Bank & Trust has an immediate opening at our Seward Main Bank location for a 
Full Time Customer Service Representative.  

Successful candidates will be responsible for providing all facets of customer service and 
support, have knowledge of the bank’s products and services, possess the ability to 
advise, open and administer new and existing deposit account relationships while 
operating within the bank’s policies and procedures. This position will also be 
responsible for teller-related transactions including cashing, depositing and processing 
checks and other items for customers.  

Previous banking or equivalent customer service experience is preferred with excellent 
written and verbal communication skills, and an ability to work in a team environment. 
Salary commensurate with experience. Excellent benefits program including health 
insurance, 401(k) with match, paid vacation and cafeteria plan.

Apply by sending your resume to: 
Cattle Bank & Trust 
Human Resources 

PO Box 467, Seward, NE 68434 
Or apply online at www.cattlebank.com 

EOE

Come join the excitement at AKRS Equipment.

AKRS.com

Seward
(402)643-3616

We are looking for a transportation specialist to join our 
expanding team in Seward.

In this position you will transport equipment to and from 
customers and between dealerships. You may pick up new 
equipment from the John Deere factory also.

This position will require a Class A CDL License, ability to 
lift items weighing up to 75 lbs, 3–5 years’ experience as a 
semi-trailer truck operator and oversized equipment hauling 
experience preferred.

AKRS Equipment is focused on the future and creating a 
legacy that lives for many years. Now is 
the perfect time to start your career at 
AKRS Equipment.

Apply through the career site at
www.akrs.com today!

Culligan of Crete has been family owned and operated for over 
30 years and is looking to expand our family. Immediate opening 
for a DELIVERY DRIVER to run routes and deliver water-
related products in and around the Crete area to residential and 
commercial customers. We are seeking individuals with excellent 
customer service skills, valid driver’s license and a clean driving 
record. Should be familiar with the area and able to read a map.
Base salary with unlimited commission. Excellent company 
benefits include paid holiday, vacation, 401k, insurance and 
employee discounts.
Drug test and background check required!

Don’t miss the opportunity! Send resume or apply at 
Culligan of Crete, 2220 W. 11th, PO Box 242, Crete, NE 68333

NOW HIRING!

Aramark Facility Services
ARAMARK Facility Services, located at Concordia University 

in Seward, NE, is seeking applicants for the following positions:

• Day-Shift Custodians (2 Openings)
• Groundskeeper

Drug screen and background check required. Full-time benefits 
include 10 paid holidays, optional health/dental insurance, 
paid vacation and PTO. Applicants can apply at the Concordia 
University Buildings and Grounds office, 700 East Lincoln Street, 
Seward, Nebraska, or online at www.aramark.com/careers.

Aramark is an EOE, Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

is searching for:
Learning Center Coordinator - York

Enterprise Systems Specialist - Milford
Residence Life Manager - Milford

Job detail/application:
https://southeast.peopleadmin.com

SCC is an EO Employer

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening     
    Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Cook: FT Lunch & Dinner Shift

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Dietary Aide: FT

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,0001014 1st Street, Milford

$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

308 Ash St., Seward • $210,000
Town home with finished basement.

3 bd; 3 baths. Open floor plan,
granite counter, tile backsplash, 

stainless appliances, two-stall garage.

PRICE
REDUCED!

For Sale
T R I - C O L O R E D  R A T 
TERRIER  PUPS for sale. 
Born September 1, 2020. Call 
402-821-2673.

FREE FIREWOOD You cut the 
trees down and the wood is 
yours free! Call 402-566-4595

2007 Kia Spectra EX Sedan 
4D
Silver exterior, gray interior. 
One owner, good tires. Great 
gas mileage. 145,849 miles, 
$3200
Call or text 402-643-5772.

Wanted
ISO SHELTIE puppy.

I purchased a sheltie from a 
farm near Seward almost 6 
years ago.  I would like another 
puppy but don’t have contact 
information.  Please email 
Keven at jcozzoc@yahoo.
com.

Beginning farm-
ers and landowners 
throughout Nebraska 
are invited to attend 
four separate work-
shops to discuss start-
ing and maintaining an 
agricultural business. 
These free, virtual 
events are sponsored 
by the Center for Rural 
Affairs.

Passing the Torch 
Series will be on Thurs-
days, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.:

• Jan 28: Land Tran-
sition Conversations

• Feb. 25: The Next-
Gen Tax Credit

• March 11: Financ-
ing the Farm Business

• March 25: Deci-
sion Making in Tough 
Times

“Beginning an 
agriculture business 
can be daunting, and 
questions can arise at 
every turn," said Justin 
Carter, project associ-
ate with the Center for 
Rural Affairs. “These 
workshops will cover 
topics such as land 

transition; beneficial 
programs, specifically 
the beginning farm-
er tax credit; routine 
financing; and decision 
making during down 
times.”

Courses will be 
instructed by Dave 
Goeller, retired dep-
uty director of North 
Central Extension Risk 
Management Education 
Center at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and resource provider 
at Nebraska Rural Re-

sponse Hotline. Other 
service providers will 
be on hand as well to 
provide input.

Registration is re-
quired by noon the day 
of each event; sign up 
at cfra.org/events. For 
more information, con-
tact Carter at justinc@
cfra.org or (402) 237-
5082.

This project is fund-
ed by a U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Grant. 

Ag business workshops set 
for January through March Hastings College

Hastings College has announced the Dean’s 
List for its fall 2020 semester.

Students on the list from this area include Bra-
gan Meyer of Milford. To be eligible for the Dean’s 
List, students must achieve a grade point average 
of 3.7 to 4.0 scale and be registered for full-time 
coursework.

University of Nebraska at Kearney
The University of Nebraska at Kearney an-

nounced students who earned a place on the 
dean’s list for the fall 2020 semester.

Students who are on the dean’s list must have 
completed 12 credit hours or more of classes with 
a 3.5 grade point average or better on a 4.0 scale.

Students earning a place on the dean's list from 
Milford include Shelby Gropp, Elijah Lynch, Ty-
lin Masco, Andrew Pierce, Chelsea Stutzman and 
Tatum Vondra.

Students



Public Notices
Your Right 

to Know

Minutes
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
FEBRUARY 2, 2021

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
January 5, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Ken 
Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Absent: Member: Bob Vrbka
Officials gave updates of their 
offices.
Jonathan Jank, Executive Director 
of the Seward County Chamber & 
Development Partnership, gave an 
update of the organization.
Approved Seward County claims 
for the period through December 
28, 2020.
Approved the minutes of December 
28, 2020.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved Short Form Plat in F 
Precinct.
Approved Temporary Part-Time 
Position, Public Transit Grant 
Administrator.
Approved request to update 
Bank Account Signature cards for 
Veterans/Public Transit.
Approved extension of Emergency 
Paid Sick Leave Act of the Cares 
Relief Provisions Act effective 
retroactively to January 4, 2021.
Adopted the agenda for January 
12, 2021, and adjourned at 11:02 
a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH

DECEMBER 28, 2020
ADP LLC,  SE,  $2 ,598 .35 ; 
ADVANCED OFFICE AUTOM, 
SU, $242.49; AGING PARTNERS, 
SE, $39,474.00; AMERITAS LIFE 

INS, FE, $18,759.30; BEAR 
GRAPHICS INC, SE, $274.00; 
BIG TINTS & ACC, SE, $180.00; 
CAMPBELL CLEANING, SE, 
$2,255.00; CAPITAL BUS SYS, SU, 
$25.00; CASA, SE, $37,500.00; E 
911, SE, $36,687.33; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, SU, $202.20; 
FIRST WIRELESS, INC, UT, 
$465.00;  FRYE FRAZEY & 
ASSOC, SE, $4,230.00; GALLS 
LLC, SE, $1,114.76; GREAT 
PLAINS COMM, UT, $1,283.95; 
HELMINK PRINTING,  SU, 
$267.00; EMILY HEMPHILL, SE, 
$15.53; HERPOLSHEIMERS, 
SE, $266.73; INDOFF INC, 
SU, $531.76; JONES BANK 
(FICA), FE, $18,300.43; LEE’S 
REFRIGERATION, SE, $684.00; 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, SE, 
$1,418.16; MID-AMERICAN INS 
GRP, SE, $35,417.39; MIDWEST 
SPECIAL SERV, SE, $1,228.50; 
MIDWEST TOWING, SE, $85.44; 
NE ASSN OF CO OFFICIALS, 
FE, $75.00; NE HEALTH & 
HUMAN SERV, SE, $90.00; 
OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE, SU, 
$26.75; PETTY CASH FUND, FE, 
$17.00; REDWOOD TOXCLGY 
LAB, SE, $72.00; ROPER & 
SONS FUNERAL, SE, $1,340.00; 
SEW CO HLTH CLM FND, FE, 
$198,773.80;  SEWARD CO 
INDEPENDENT, SE, $54.53; 
SEWARD CO ROAD FND, FE, 
$500,000.00; SEW CO SHRFF 
UNCOLL FEES, FE, $136.00; 
SITE ONE LANDSCAPE, SE, 
$436.05; SOARIN GROUP, LLC, 
SE, $231.84; SPORTS EXPRESS 
INC, SU, $2,499.85; ST OF NE 
DAS COMMUN, FE, $1,152.00; 
ST OF NE DEPT OF CORR.
SERV, SE, $1,518.17; SUMMIT 
FOOD SERVICE, SE, $4,362.76; 
THE HOME DEPOT PRO, SU, 
$55.29; VERIZON WIRELESS 
SERV, UT, $2,434.53; VISA, FE, 
$397.06; BLACK HILLS ENERGY, 
UT, $856.03; CHEMSEARCH, 
SE, $1,168.85; DALE JOHNSON 
ENT, SE, $8,897.71; FARMERS 
COOPERATIVE, SU, $17,554.76; 
KERFORD LIMESTONE CO, SU, 
$14,740.26; MAINELLI WAGNER 
& ASSOC, SU,  $5,645.30; 
MEDICAL ENTERPRISES INC, 
SU, $35.00; MIDWEST SERVICE 
& SALES, SE, $98.00;  NE 
EQUIPMENT INC, SU, $85.37; 
POWERPLAN, SE, $940.30; 
SEWARD CO TREASURER, 
FE, $15.00; TRUCK EQUIP 
SERVICE, SE, $97.56; VILLAGE 
OF GOEHNER, FE, $399.00; 
VILLAGE OF UTICA, FE, $53.48; 
DRAGON PALACE, FE, $2,500.00; 
DELTA DENTAL OF NE, SE, 
$88.31; TRITECH SOFTWARE 
SYS, SU, $4,483.80; BAUDVILLE, 

SE, $1,440.62; ART WEARS 
LINCOLN, SU, $1,249.00; ATLAS 
BUSINESS SOL, SU, $918.00; 
B IZCO INC,  SE,  $251.71 ; 
CULLIGAN, SE, $24.75; DELL 
MARKETING L P, SE, $1,230.02; 
GREAT PLAINS UNIFORMS, 
SE, $503.45;  MID STATES 
ORGAN CRIME, SE, $150.00; 
M I D W E S T A U TO M O T I V E , 
SE,  $323.94;  SHINETECH 
SOFTWARE, SU, $6,492.50; 
THE EMBLEM AUTHORITY, SU, 
$791.50; WATCH GUARD VIDEO, 
SE, $135.00; 911 CUSTOM, 
SE, $936.37;  MOTIVATE 2 
COMMUNICATE, SE, $150.00; 
YORK COUNTY EMA,  SE, 
$10 ,936 .34 ;  CENTENNIAL 
TEAMMATES, SE, $234.00; 
NIRMA, FE, $10,000.00; NAT 
EMERGENCY # ASSN, FE, 
$142.00; ADVANCED CORRCTL 
H LT H C R ,  S E ,  $ 1 6 6 . 0 0 ; 
ENCARTELE INC, SE, $3,560.37
SALARIES: $273,883.54
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE 
DEDUCTIONS TO:
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN 
CO WISCONSIN; DELTA DENTAL; 
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
SCI/MT — January 13, 2021

CITY OF MILFORD
JANUARY 5, 2021

The following is a condensed form 
of minutes: A complete copy is on 
file at the Milford City Hall, 402 1st 
St., Milford, NE, or on the city’s 
website: milfordne.gov
The Mayor and Council met in 
regular session on January 5, 
2021, at 7:00 pm. Mayor Kelley 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 
pm. Present: DeLong, Freeman, 
Keib, Roth and Attorney Fahleson. 
Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
requirement met.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Approve Meeting Minutes of – 
December 1, 2020
2. Approval of Claims: Totaling 
$125,160.96.
3. Approve Guidelines for Jr. 
Firefighter & EMS Program
4.Appointments/
Reappointments
5. 2021 Committee List
6. Fire Dept. Roster
Approved the consent agenda as 
presented.
SALARIES: $31,517.19
GENERAL FUND: (See attached)
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Public Hearing of the Citizen 
Advisory Review Committee: No 
report given.
Public Hearing – Class I Liquor 
License for Los Altos, LLC DBA El 
Burrito Mexican Restaurant @749 

5th Street, Milford: Mayor Kelley 
opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 
pm. No public comment. Mayor 
Kelley closed the public hearing 
at 7:16 pm.
CURRENT BUSINESS:
Items Approved:
*Approved the Class I Liquor 
License for Los Altos, LLC DBA El 
Burrito @ 749 5th Street, Milford.
*Authorized use of funds from both 
the CARC/LB840 investment of 
$35,000.00 and CBC investment 
of $75,000.00 towards SCCDP 
efforts with Rural Workforce 
Housing Fund.
A D J O U R N M E N T:  M e e t i n g 
adjourned.
Jeanne Hoggins, City Clerk

Patrick L. Kelley, Mayor
U.S Postmaster, Ex, 216.32; Aloha 
Roth, Ex, 25.00; American Legal 
Publishing Group, Ex, 670.00; 
Aramark, Se, 492.43; Black Hills 
Energy, Se, 1,137.08; Broadview, 
Se, 250.73; CCL Supply, Ex, 
177.66; Petty Cash, Ex, 31.70; 
Company Care, Ex, 39.00; Conner 
Psychological Ser, Ex, 385.00; 
Cornhusker State Industries, Ex, 
298.00; Culligan, Se, 40.00; DAS 
State Acctg, Fe, 93.00; Dragonfly, 
Ex, 467.50; Eakes, Su, 139.95; 
Eric Riley Electric, Se, 501.50; 
Farmers Coop, Se, 606.02; Feld 
Fire, Se, 72.00; GWorks, Fe, 
5,659.75; IIMC, Fe, 175.00; Ingram 
Library Services, Ex, 458.23; JEO, 
Se, 3,000.00; Main Street Market, 
Ex, 45.88; Matheson Tri-Gas, 
Ex, 213.15; MHCS Family Med 
Cent, Ex, 478.00; Midwest Auto 
Parts, Ex, 333.71; Midwest Auto, 
Ex, 325.00; Midwest Service 
& Sales, Ex, 368.75; Mutual of 
Omaha, Ex, 1,872.09; NPPD, Se, 
3,839.72; Norris Pubic Power, 
Se, 260.37; Rediger Auto, Se, 
303.65; Rembolt Ludtke, Ex, 
2,267.50; Rep Co Marketing, Ex, 
27.40; Servi-Tech, Ex, 107.20; 
Seward County Indep,  Ex, 
27,952.00; Seward County Indep, 
Ex, 65.96; Seward County Treas, 
Ex, 5,056.40; Toofast Supply, Su, 
6.49; Toyne, Ex, 56.99; Union 
Bank, Ex, 10.00; Universal Prem, 
Ex, 387.53; Uribe, Se, 201.00; 
Verizon, Se, 112.39; Verizon, Se, 
96.12; Wergin’s Lawn Service, Ex, 
310.00; Windstream, Se, 120.03; 
Zito, Se, 1.09; American Fence Co, 
Ex, 20.98; Ameritas, Ex, 340.24; 
BCBS, Ex, 8,165.26; Canon, Se, 
165.00; Card Service Center, 
Ex, 4,545.26; Chad Carraher, 
Ex, 414.89; Dearborn Group, 
Ex, 137.60; Eakes, Su, 103.47; 
Envirotech, Ex, 328.00; Hawkins, 
Ex, 436.06; Hydro Opti & Auto, Ex, 
639.00; Igram Library Services, 
Su, 454.24; JEO, Ex, 7,337.50; 

Matt Friend Truck Equip, Ex, 
294.06; NE Public Health Lab, Ex, 
30.00; Office Depot, Su, 39.98; 
Sams Club, Ex, 45.00; Seward 
County Clerk, Ex, 152.83; Seward 
County Indep, Ex, 19.23; Sid 
Dillon, Se, 100.70; Gary Teselle, 
Ex, 472.40; Uribe, Se, 332.00; 
Verizon, Se, 85.15; Walmart, Ex, 
666.59; Windstream, Se, 326.91; 
Zito, Ex, 1.09.
MT — January 13, 2021
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Liquor Licenses
Notice of Renewal
of Liquor License

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT PURSUANT TO Section 
53-135.01, a liquor license may 
be automatically renewed for 
one year from May 1, 2021, for 
the following retail liquor license, 
to wit:

Western Oil II LLC
923 238th Road

Milford, NE 68405
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
written protests to the issuance of 
automatic renewal of license may 
be filed by any resident of the 
county on or before February 10, 
2021, in the office of the County 
Clerk; that in the event protests 
are filed by three or more such 
persons, a hearing will be had to 
determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.
Sherry Schweitzer
Seward County Clerk
SCI/MT — January 13, 2021

Notice of Renewal
of Liquor License

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT PURSUANT TO Section 
53-135.01, a liquor license may 
be automatically renewed for 
one year from May 1, 2021, for 
the following retail liquor license, 
to wit:

Junto, LLC dba Junto Winery
1356 182nd Road
Seward, NE 68434

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
written protests to the issuance of 
automatic renewal of license may 
be filed by any resident of the 
county on or before February 10, 
2021, in the office of the County 
Clerk; that in the event protests 
are filed by three or more such 
persons, a hearing will be had to 
determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.
Sherry Schweitzer
Seward County Clerk
SCI/MT — January 13, 2021

Notice of Renewal
of Liquor License

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT PURSUANT TO Section 
53-135.01, a liquor license may 
be automatically renewed for 
one year from May 1, 2021, for 
the following retail liquor license, 
to wit:

Western Oil II LLC D/B/A
Speedee Mart

930 280th Road
Seward, NE 68434

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
written protests to the issuance of 
automatic renewal of license may 
be filed by any resident of the 
county on or before February 10, 
2021, in the office of the County 
Clerk; that in the event protests 
are filed by three or more such 
persons, a hearing will be had to 
determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.
Sherry Schweitzer
Seward County Clerk
SCI/MT — January 13, 2021
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Meetings
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE:
Seward County Ag. Society
Monday, January 18, 2021

7 p.m.
Ag. Pavilion

Seward County Fairgrounds
Michael J. Flyr

Secretary
Seward Co. Ag. Society

MT — January 06, 13, 2021
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General Notices
NOTICE

The Seward County Audit for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is complete 
and available for public inspection 
at the Seward County Clerk’s 
Office, 2nd Floor, Room 205, 
Courthouse, Seward, NE.
Sherry Schweitzer
Seward County Clerk
SCI/MT — January 13, 2021
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CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-761-2911  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: milfordtimes.net  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.commilfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check 
their advertisements in the first issue and 
report any error to The Milford Times at 
402-761-2911. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

Statewides
GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM 
& BASS LESSONS: Resolve 
Today To Put More Music In 
Your Life! Call and reserve 
your spot today. 402-450-0282 
Jim Krutz, Seward.

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! 
For $225/25 word classified 
you can advertise in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers. For 
more information contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

B A N K R U P T C Y :  F R E E 
consultation. Lowest rates. 
No office visit required. As 
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy 
firm, we have helped thousands 
of clients file bankruptcy in 
all 93 Nebraska counties. 
We can Stop garnishments 
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to 
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.

U.S. MEAT ANIMAL Research 
Center, Clay Center, NE, has 
several positions available. 
Competitive salary. Excellent 
b e n e f i t s .  V i s i t  h t t p s : / /
employment.unl.edu (seach 
keywords ‘Clay Center’) or call 
Sheila Trampe at 402-762-
4150. 

FAMILY MEDICINE clinic lab 
tech or phlebotomist, full-time. 
Hours 9-5 Monday through 
Friday. Requires associate or 
bachelor’s degree in medical 
technology; ASCP eligible; 
phlebotomy skills. Competitive 
pay scale, excellent benefits. 
Apply online at JCHealthandLife.
org/careers/

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

GUN SHOW - January 15-16-17, 
Mid America Center, Council 
Bluffs, IA. Friday 4pm-9pm, 
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 
9am-3pm. Large selection 
o f  g u n s  &  a m m u n i t i o n . 
Info: 563-608-4401. www.
marvkrauspromotions.net.

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trusted 
by authors since 1920. Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

LOOKING TO buy old advertising 
h a t s .  1 9 6 0 ’ s - 1 9 9 0 ’ s . 
Collections, large or small, will 
travel, cash paid. Call or text, 
620-521-4252. 

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free 
Off-Peak Data. Fast download 
speeds. WiFi built in! Free 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

DONATE YOUR car or truck to 
Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 
Day Vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing. All paperwork 
taken care of. Call 1-877-730-
8167. 

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case. Call 1-866-818-
0868. Free Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar).

P O R T A B L E  O X Y G E N 
C o n c e n t r a t o r ?  M a y  b e 
covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-385-3580.

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784. 

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167.

TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
510e on us with AT&T’s Buy 
One, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119.

WESLEY FINANCIAL Group, 
LLC, Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-899-7756. 

STAY IN your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-in 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-888-
332-9560.

4G LTE Home Internet now 
available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
month! 844-210-0464.

For Rent
Nice 2 BR apartment in brick 
4-plex. All electric. Laundry 
area available. No smoking. 
No pets. $625/mo. Available 
February 1. 402-641-1374.

RENTAL-Seward: Storage 
Building, 12’X26’ w/electricity 
& interior lighting; has 10’X8’ 
overhead door. Would be a 
great garage or storage shed 
for just about anything. Call 
402-641-5965.

1 ,  2  and  3  BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. 
No pets. No smoking. Also 
garages for rent. Located at 
22nd and Ivy-Crete. 402-310-
8030

Rent Sokol Hall for various 
social and business functions. 
Hall is air-conditioned and 
handicap accessible. Contact 
Lumir Sukovaty at 402-821-
2429 or Leon Slama at 402-
239-2857. For kolaches, 
contact Joan Kotas at 402-
821-2971.

3  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENT:344 S 5th St-
Seward with washer/dryer 
hookups. No Pets. $700/mo. 
Call 402-366-9430.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
New kitchen, dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator, fireplace & 
A/C. Laundry available. $475 
p/mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 
515 South 2nd St-Seward. Call 
402-641-2584.
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Nebraska Walk for Life
Sponsored by Nebraska Right to Life

Saturday, January 16
10:00 a.m. at the State Capitol • North Side, 14th & K, Lincoln, NE

12:00 p.m. at the Newman Center • 320 N. 16th St., Lincoln, NE

Sacred Heart Catholic Church – Beaver Crossing
Hope Center – Beaver Crossing
Zion Lutheran Church – Garland
Holy Cross Lutheran Church – Goehner
Grace Missionary Church – Milford
The Ministry of St. John Lutheran Church – Seward
East Fairview Mennonite Church – Milford
Beth-El Community Church – Milford
Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church – Seward
   (Member AALC; a partner in ministry with the LCMS)

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church – Seward
St. Gregory the Great Seminary – Seward
Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church – Seward
St. John Lutheran Church – Cordova

Calvary Baptist Church – Seward
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church – Milford
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church – Utica
The Rock – Seward
Seward County Pro-Life Council
Living Word Lutheran Church – Seward
Lutherans For Life
St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church – Bee
Bread of Life Ministries – Seward
Lighthouse Pentecostal Church – Seward
Assumption Catholic Church – Dwight
Immanuel Lutheran Church – Seward
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church – Staplehurst
St. Paul Lutheran Church – Utica

Keynote Speaker Sara Zagorski understands
what a gift life is and how hard it can be.

She will be sharing her story
and her passion for life! 
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