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County employees honored 
by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners honored county 
employees who have been with the 
county for 10, 15, 20 and 25 years 
during its Dec. 29 meeting.

The honorees are as follows:
Timothy Huntington, 10 years;
Jeff Baker and Craig Stava, 15 

years;
Tanya Woosley, 20 years; and
Deanna Boyer, 25 years.
The board also honored those 

who retired this year included Barb 
Liska, Rick Bell, Mike Janssen and 
Dave Pankoke.

Also during the meeting, the 
board:

• approved a bid from Eagle View 
Technologies regarding software 
and an imager to be used for the 
assessor’s office primarily, among 
others. The total cost of the bid was 
$172,783.78, and it was agreed at least 
28,000 is to be paid every six years to 
the technology.

• heard from Seward County Sher-
iff Mike Vance regarding a volun-

teer community liaison position that 
was recently created and introduced 
the person filling the role, Sharon 
Dickinson.

• heard from Jeff Baker about the 
potential restructuring of the veter-
ans service/public transit position 
for the person coming in to take 
his place. Baker said based on his 
experience, length in days and other 
matters, he would like to see both the 
veterans service officer position and 
public transit as full-time positions, 
requiring two people instead of one.

Commissioner John Culver spoke 
out against, saying he would like 
to keep it as one, at least until the 
summer, when the next fiscal year 
budget would be opened and worked 
on. After much discussion between 
the two, it was decided the position 
would stay as is, but that such a per-
son would need to be compensated to 
fulfill such duties.

The board approved the recom-
mendation of Matt Starkey as the 
new veteran service/public transit/
fleet director/general assistance 
director for Seward County.

Four Corners update
As of Friday, Jan. 1, the Four 

Corners Risk Dial has been reset 
and remains in the Orange Elevated 
COVID-19 Risk Level at 2.38, which 
is the same as the previous week. 
Public health recommendations and 
the COVID-19 dashboard are posted 
on our website at www.fourcorners.
ne.gov.

Over New Year’s Eve and Day (Dec. 
31 through Jan. 1), there were 45 new 
cases of COVID-19 reported in the 
District:

Seward County had 23 new cases 
for a total of 1,635.

York County had 13 new cases for a 
total of 1,386.

Polk County had 6 new cases for 474 
cases total.

Butler County added 3 cases for 743 
total cases.

As of Jan. 1, the total cumulative 
number of COVID-19 cases in the Four 
Corners District is 4,238. There were 
269 new cases in the previous 14 days, 
with 131 of those cases recorded in the 
past seven days.

Over the prior seven days (Dec. 26-
Jan. 1), the totals for each county are 
as follows:

Butler County—15
Polk County—11
Seward County—63
York County–42
Four Corners also confirmed three 

additional COVID-19 related deaths:
A Polk County man in his 80’s, who 

had been hospitalized
A Seward County man in his 80’s, 

who had been hospitalized
A Seward County woman in her 

80’s, who had been under medical 
care.

These deaths bring the Four Cor-
ners’ cumulative total of 
COVID-19 related deaths to 
58. Seward County increas-
es to 22 total COVID—19 
related deaths; Polk County 
to 16. York and Butler coun-
ties each remain at 10 total 
COVID-19 related deaths.

Let’s talk 2020: here’s our year in review

EMILY HEMPHILL/MT

The old Milford City Hall building and former Hills Country Inn restuarant were de-
molished on April 2. 

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Right: Konner Schluckebier of Milford won the title in Class C at 113 pounds at state 
wrestling earlier in 2020. 

It's time for a quick review of 2020.

January
Ron Petsch retired from SCC-Milford on Dec. 20 

after 41 years of service.
Milford senior K’lena Schnack represent Mil-

ford High and Key Club International in the Rose 
Parade.

Milford Elementary students and teachers 
returned from winter break and moved into the 
school’s new addition, which included more class-
rooms and added lunchroom space.

Milford’s new City Hall and Police Station is 
nearing completion. Over the past couple of weeks, 
glass was installed throughout the building, the 
exterior finishes have been applied and the signs 
on the front put up.

ESU 6 mental health counselors talked about 
opportunities for students.

February
Milford Elementary first graders celebrated the 

100th day of school by making necklaces with 100 
Fruit Loops on them.

As part of continued growth at Southeast Com-
munity College, a new 52,000-square-foot building 
was unveiled at a ribbon cutting for the Crete 
Carrier Diesel Technology and Welding Center on 
Feb. 19.

Madeline Wittstruck of Milford High School was 
among the candidates for the 161 eventual award 
recipients for the United States Presidential Schol-
ars Program, one of the nation's highest honors for 
students in the United States.

New city hall officially opens.
Milford High wrestlers Konner Schluckebier 

and Jeaven Scdoris were state champions in their 
respective weight classes, the first from MHS to 
claim the top titles in 31 years.

March
Main Street Market expands in Milford.
For those who have been missing their morning 

coffee in Milford, the Dragonfly Cafe and Bakery is 
now open.

Milford Public Schools announced March 16 that 
it would close the rest of the week and the following 
week, through March 27, based on coronavirus rec-
ommendations from Public Health Solutions and 
Four Corners Health Department.

Kathy Eberly of the Milford American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 171 presented a Prisoner of War flag 
to Webermeier Library Director George Matzen to 
display at the Webermeier Building. The Legion 
and Auxiliary celebrated 100 years of the organi-
zation with an open house at the Milford Senior 
Center March 15.

As of March 18, the City of Milford closed its 
offices to the public, but staff were still available 
to help customers over the phone, by mail and by 
email.

April
Milford may get a new 54-lot subdivision.
School hallways are silent. Lockers have nothing 

in them. Classrooms are empty. And it’s not sum-
mer vacation. Instead, students and teachers are 
working from home. After a week of online educa-
tion, everyone’s settling in.

The City Hall building that was built in the late 
1800s came down a month after the new building 
was completed.

Changes are happening almost daily in the Mil-
ford Public Schools district. The Board of Educa-
tion held its April 13 meeting via video conference. 
Superintendent Kevin Wingard gave an update on 
how COVID-19 is affecting the district.

The Milford City Council approved a TIME gift 
card match program at a special meeting April 21, 
and the Seward County Chamber and Development 

Partnership is working with Seward and Utica to 
follow suit.

May
Milford High School went virtual with its prom 

this year but still crowned a king and queen. This 
year’s royalty are Devon Reitz and Ashley Kroese.

Polling places will be open May 12.
Volunteers at the Milford campus of Southeast 

Community College have been at work making 
face shields that act as a “first line of defense” for 
people working in healthcare professions during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Angela Schaneman is the new postmaster for the 
city of Milford and has been since the beginning of 
February.

Local American Legion and VFW posts had to 
change their Memorial Day plans. Some have can-
celed programs and services completely. Others are 
modifying their events to abide by the restrictions 
put in place because of COVID-19.

Questions abound but answers are few for school 
boards as districts begin to look ahead to the 
2020-21 school year. Milford superintendent Kevin 
Wingard said the district is making plans with a 
rough idea of what the start of school in August 
might look like.

At the Milford United Methodist Church, the 
electric chimes ring loud in memory of the late 
Beverly TeSelle.

The Milford Chamber of Commerce announced 
on May 22 that the 2020 edition of the annual Mil-
ford Family Fun Days celebration won’t continue 
in its typical form due to social distancing brought 
about by the spread of COVID-19.

June
Two lives were claimed in a pedestrian crash on 

May 29 in Friend. A pickup was
Check out more on page 2



(continued from 1)
traveling northbound 

when the driver drifted 
into the southbound 
lane, hitting the two in-
dividuals. The pedestri-
ans were Isaac Speece, 
11, of Friend, and his 
caregiver, Crystal 
Gerdes, 53, of Milford.

Milford resident Bill 
J. White of The Austin 
Company was recog-
nized by the American 
Society of Farm Man-
agers and Rural Ap-
praisers for 50 years of 
membership.

Windstorm wreaks 
havoc around Milford.

Milford officially 
approved its scheduled 
sales of fireworks at the 
June 2 city council meet-
ing, giving residents the 
opportunity to celebrate 
Independence Day.

The Milford Food 
Pantry will begin 
offering a food pick 
up service at the Mil-
ford United Methodist 
Church on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 6-7:15 p.m.

COVID-19 and its 
repercussions continue 
to lead the discussion 
at Milford school board 
meetings.

Milford pool nears 
opening

Nebraska Public Pow-
er District crews will 
begin upgrading electric 
meters for residences 
and businesses in Mil-
ford Monday, June 29.

July
Milford City Council 

members conducted a 
special meeting on June 
25 to discuss prelimi-
nary city budgets going 
into the 2020-21 fiscal 
year.

Southeast Communi-
ty College will start the 
Fall Semester on Aug. 24 
as originally planned. 
All locations will have 
new safety protocols and 
procedures in place to 
help keep students and 
employees safe.

The Small Business 
Administration released 
details about 4,179 
Nebraska businesses 
that took out Paycheck 
Protection Program 
loans of $150,000 or 
more. Of them, eight are 
from Milford and the 
businesses planned in 
their loan paperwork to 
preserve 291 jobs with 
that money.

A caller walking their 
dog found what appeared 
to be a grenade in a field 
near Milford June 30. 
Seward County Sheriff’s 
deputies responded to 
the 10:30 a.m. call and 
requested assistance 
from the Nebraska State 
Patrol. Officers deter-
mined that it was a toy 
grenade before the bomb 
squad arrived.

Kathy Densberger, 
general manager of the 
Runza Milford location, 
was honored with the 
Runza Rock Star Award.

Southeast Community 
College announced that 
Dr. Joel Michaelis will 
be the school’s new vice 
president for instruction 
starting with the upcom-
ing semester. Michaelis 
replaces Dr. Dennis 
Headrick, who retired 
from the position in the 
spring after decades of 
service.

Milford Public 
Schools announced in a 
letter to parents that it 
planned to begin in-per-
son teaching and learn-
ing as scheduled Aug. 13.

Vehicles with license 
plates from locations 
across Nebraska and 
stretching into Iowa and 
Missouri parked in lines 
three-cars deep just 
off Interstate 80 for an 
entire Friday morning 
to gather information at 
a Hemp Forum.

After about $1.5 
million in renovations, 
Southeast Community 
College’s Professional 
Truck Driver Training 
program is now operat-
ing at full speed on the 
Milford Campus after 
being in Lincoln since 
its inception.

August
Milford Class of 2020 

finally got its graduation 
ceremony.

Tough decisions are 
on the horizon for the 
Milford City Council. 
There are issues with 
browning of the city's 
water supply, there's no 
confirmed plan to repair 
sewer lines and the 
council must determine 
how the city moves for-
ward with its Downtown 
Revitalization Planning 
Grant. All of those 
issues were discussed at 
the city's Aug. 4 council 
meeting.

Milford students 
returned to in-person 
classes on Aug. 18 for the 
first time since the onset 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic five months ago. 
Students were originally 
scheduled to return to 
classes the week before, 
but construction on 
the elementary school 

delayed the start to the 
2020-21 academic year.

Milford hosted an 
open house for Seward 
County’s Comprehensive 
Plan, a 20-year strate-
gy to map the county’s 
growth.

Mitch Boss was 
named Distinguished 
SCC Alumni.

A coronavirus out-
break caused the Eagles 
to cancel their first foot-
ball game of the season.

September
Milford’s historic 

downtown district 
faces two major issues 
going forward: how the 
city can earn the same 
Downtown Revitaliza-
tion grant it was denied 
last year, and how can 
businesses return to sus-
tainable levels of income 
as health restrictions 
lessen six months into a 
pandemic.

Milford resident and 
author Gretchen Gar-
rison joined Genevieve 
Randall on NET Live 
Aug. 28 to talk about 
the release of her latest 
book, 100 Things To Do 
In Lincoln Before You 
Die.

Milford’s City Council 
unanimously adopted 
the 2020-21 budget Sept. 
9.

Eight members of 
Milford’s Family, Career 
and Community Lead-
ers of America chapter 
placed in the top 10 at 
the National FCCLA 
STAR competition. 
Sophia Birch won Lead-
ership, Level 2, at the na-
tional convention for her 
project titled “Learning 
to Love Leading.”

Milford High School 
took one team to the 
State Literature Quiz 
Bowl at the Seward Civic 
Center and brought 
home the state champi-
onship for medium-sized 
schools.

It’s been more than 
six months since Amy 
Salistean started de-
livering meals to the 
friendly faces she’d see 
at the Milford Senior 
Center. March 17, 
that was the day it all 
changed. Since then 
she’s prepared and de-
livered more than 1,200 
meals.

October
In nearly 20 years of 

operating the Milford 
Pharmacy, Charlie and 
Angie Pierce had only 
been closed one day. As 
the pandemic drifted 
into Nebraska and the 
first cases in Seward 
County were confirmed, 
the Milford Pharmacy 
remained open. Then 
the coronavirus came 
home with them. Charlie 
and Angie, as well as 
their son, all contracted 
COVID-19.

Educational Service 
Unit 6, headquartered 
in Milford, sponsored 
training on Oct. 5 for 
local substitute teachers 
as part of a consortium 
to support area schools.

Rep. Jeff Fortenberry 
gave a talk to Milford 
High School seniors.

Where others may see 
the vast emptiness of 
tilled soil and exposed 
dirt in south Milford for 
its current condition, 
Joe Schluckebier sees 
promise. That project is 
the Timber Creek sub-
division, the first new 
subdivision added to 
Milford since the Jantze 
development in 1991.

The Milford boys won 
the Class C state cross 
country championship 
Oct. 23.

November
Community antici-

pation started building 
when the sign in front of 
the former Dairy Queen 
location changed to sim-
ply say “new restaurant 
coming soon.” That was 
in July. Three months 
later, that location has 
finally opened its doors 
as the El Burrito restau-
rant.

Seward County 
eclipsed its total number 
of voters from 2016 with 
an 81% turnout for the 
2020 General Election. 
Out of 11,531 eligible 
voters, a total of 9,285 
people voted in Seward 
County. That’s up from 
8,053 in the 2016 General 
Election.

Milford City Mainte-
nance Supervisor Gary 
TeSelle said the city 
was fortunate to endure 
only a light ice bath in 
the middle of the previ-

ous week. TeSelle said 
the significant number 
of downed branches 
sustained during con-
secutive summer storms 
meant there were few 
susceptible branches left 
to fall this time around. 
Had the city endured 
more than a half-inch 
of precipitation, it could 
have been much worse.

Kelli Keib is a stay-
at-home mother of 
many – nine to be exact. 
She doesn’t hold a law 
degree. She’s not one for 
power suits. She’s not 
the archetype for poli-
tics. However, she won 
a seat during the No-
vember election on the 
Milford City Council.

Patrick Kelley was 
elected mayor of Mil-
ford.

December
Milford Chiropractic 

donated to the Backpack 
Program.

Luke M. Anderson, 
20, of Lincoln, was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
scene of an accident west 
of Milford. The prelimi-
nary investigation indi-
cated that a motorcycle 
Anderson was driving 
westbound on Highway 
6 collided with the rear 
of a 2005 Pontiac G6 
that was disabled on the 
westbound shoulder.

New members of the 
Milford City Council 
were sworn into their 
first meeting on Dec. 1. 
Mike Roth took the oath 
of office to represent 
Ward 1 and Kelli Keib 
for the city’s Ward 2 af-
ter winning in the Nov. 3 
election.

The streets of Milford 
are covered after an 
approximate six-inch 
snowfall on Dec. 28.
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Milford's new City Hall building stands in its full glory in January 2020. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Paisley Petersen gets some height to launch her stomp 
rocket July 1 outside the Seward County Extension Office. 

Take a look back at Milford’s 2020: review 



Janet Willis
April 19, 1955 – Dec. 28, 2020

Janet Willis was born April 19, 1955, in Pueblo, 
Colorado, to Duane and Evelyn (Sullivan) Wright 
and passed away Dec. 28, 
2020, in Lincoln at the 
age of 65 years, 8 months 
and 9 days.

Janet grew up on a 
ranch near Ordway, 
Colorado, where she 
attended Crowley County 
High School, graduating 
in 1973. On Dec. 1, 1972, 
Janet was united in mar-
riage to Joseph Howard 
Willis, Jr. in Golden, 
Colorado. Janet was a 
stay-at-home mom for a 
few years until she began 
working as a waitress in 
a few restaurants in the 
Denver metro area. In 1986, the family moved to Las 
Vegas where Joe worked in the concrete business 
and Janet started working at Sears Business Sales, 
selling computers and then moving on to a handful 
of other jobs before landing her favorite at Outwest 
Meat Co. There she developed several lifelong and 
cherished relationships. Once their children were 
grown, the couple purchased a fixer upper in north-
ern Nevada in the town of Caliente. Janet and Joe 
spent countless weekends there hunting, fishing 
and enjoying the great outdoors. She also enjoyed 
two-step dancing, her gardening, flowers, singing, 
cooking and baking, especially bread. In 2013, she 
moved to Milford to be close to her daughter. She 
had a deep faith and love for Jesus and shared that 
with others every chance she got.

She was preceded in death by her brother, JD; 
father, Duane; and husband, Joseph.

Janet is survived by her children, Dawnia and 
husband, Ben Ramirez, Milford, and T.J. Willis, 
Utah; eight grandchildren, Jayk Willis, Randi 
Willis, Raquel Ramirez, Gabriel Ramirez, Kira 
Ramirez, Autumn Ramirez, Summer Ramirez 
and Heather Ramirez; two great-grandchildren, 
Trenton Kavan and Mayson Cauley; brother, John 
Wright; four sisters, Patsy and husband, Mike 
Thompkins, Linda Sullivan, Ginger Mitchell and 
Tammy and husband, John Van Ort; mother, Eve-
lyn Wright; and her companion dog, Jimmi.

A Celebration of Life was Jan. 2 at the Milford 
Mennonite Church. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to the church. Condolences may be left 
for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.
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BY HOPE MOURALhope@sewardindependent.com
The path of Landon Rhodes’ life may not look like what he imagined, but he’s very much OK with that. 

Rhodes grew up on a farm north of Exeter and is a 2011 graduate of Exeter-Milligan High School. He is the founder and CEO of a full services agency called Grindstone Media. “It came from a phrase my dad always said: ‘Put your nose to the grind-stone’” Rhodes said. He graduated from the University of Nebraka-Lincoln with a degree in mechanized systems man-agement. 
Post-college, he worked for an ag company, taking over its marketing sales and making it into the noteable brand it is today, known as Tredas. “I was self-taught every-thing, from social media to content,” Rhodes said. The skills from that job help him form Grindstone, which helps small busi-nesses grow by offering video production, podcast, social media and paid advertising services. Rhodes said although his family raised him to “think like a business-man,” he never saw him-self running such a com-

pany. 
Grindstone Media, LLC, which Rhodes took on full-time in May 2018, cur-rently has fi ve employees, and members are willing to work with anyone who may need help promoting their brand. Most recently, the Grindstone team went to Friend to shoot some promos for Les Weber’s baseball glove refurbish-ment business, known as When It Was a Game. “We usually do a lot of ag or blue collar videos, but this was different,” Grindstone video producer Allison Holt said. “It was nice to showcase someone really in their craft.” Rhodes has hopes of making Grindstone a national company, expand-ing it from its home base in Lincoln to Omaha, then eventually Kansas City, Missouri, and Denver, Colorado. 

No matter how far his company goes, though, Rhodes will always fi nd his way back home to Exeter and said he comes back frequently to see family. For more information on Grindstone Media, LLC, and its services offered, visit its website at grind-stoneagency.com, call Rhodes at (402) 266-1332 or email him at landon@grindstoneagency.com. 

EM grad keeps nose to Grindstone

COURTESY PHOTO

Grindstone Media video producer Allison Holt interviews Friend 

resident Les Weber about his products to use in promotional 

videos. 

FPS students compete in spelling bee 

COURTESY PHOTO

Students of the Friend Public School’s fi fth and sixth grade classes participated in the Saline County Spelling bee Feb. 12 in Wil-

ber.  Pictured are, from left: (front row) Keltyn Kirchhoff , Lindsey Landis and Taylin Schluter; and (back row) Aniston Meints, Babe 

Weber and Marlie Johnson. 

BY HOPE MOURALhope@sewardindependent.com
The Saline County Board of Commissioners offi cially approved Breg-gren Architects to perform a tuckpointing update on the old jail and courthouse buildings in Wilber. Also during the Feb. 18 meeting, the board heard from EDF Renewables land liaison Ric Nelson on providing updates on the Milligan One wind proj-ect. 

He gave the board copies of a letter sent out to landowners recently 

regarding turn areas EDF will be building as con-struction continues well into planting season. Nelson said this will af-fect some farmers as they are trying to get into their fi elds this spring, as the turns will be created west of Highway 15. Nelson also said vestus turbines (2 megawatt) are scheduled for arrival March 16. 
“You’ll be seeing tur-bines go up around March 23rd,” Nelson said. 

County board hears update on wind projects

DOUG CARROLL/FS

Friend High School students fi nish their routine in the pom competition. The Black Lightning dance team fi nished fourth in pom 

and third in jazz at the Nebraska High School Cheer and Dance Championships over the weekend in Grand Island. Team members 

are Kate Houlden (not pictured), Mikayla Hausman, Corina Grimaldo, Josie Vyhnalek, Katelynn Schluter, Abigail Eberspacher, 

Kylie Weber and Vivian Weber.

Black Lightning perform well at state cheer and dance
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STATE CHAMPIONS! 

MILFORD WRESTLERS TAKE HOME TOP TITLES

Moving in: 

New city hall 

offi  cially opens

by Emily Hemphill

emily@
sewardi

ndepen
dent.co

m

 It’s nearly complete.

 City staff and police of-

ficers moved into Milford’s 

new city hall the evening 

of Feb. 18 and were open for 

business on Feb. 19.

 The city is no longer 

accepting payments in the 

Webermeier Building drop-

box. All business can now 

be taken care of at the new 

location, 402 First Street.

 A ribbon-cutting cer-

emony is being planned for 

later this spring, after the 

rest of the furniture arrives 

and staff get settled in.

 City Clerk Jeanne Hog-

gins said one of the first 

items moved into the new 

building was a record 

book from the mid 1800s 

containing the town’s first 

ordinance that allowed for 

the formation of the council 

and local government.

 Though the building is 

still waiting for some final 

touches, like furniture and 

some changes to make stor-

age areas more functional, 

Hoggins said they’re start-

ing to get organized and the 

biggest hurdles are passed.

 “They kept this pretty 

close to budget,” Hoggins 

said of the $1.3 million 

building.

 Up to $800,000 of that is 

being paid for through a 

bond, which voters ap-

proved back in February 

2018.
 Initially the building 

was larger and had ad-

ditional features, but the 

council and architects 

worked together to scale it 

back to a cost voters were 

more likely to approve 

while still leaving room for 

future growth.

 Hoggins said the con-

tractor, Tru-Built Con-

struction of Lincoln, didn’t 

request any change orders 

because contingency funds 

were built into the initial 

budget.

 Tru-Built used the old 

city hall building as its 

temporary office this sum-

mer while it was working 

on the new building. It also 

built an addition on the 

elementary school and is 

working on an expansion at 

the high school.

 The city council passed 

a resolution last month 

which will allow the old 

city hall to be demolished 

as soon as the city has all of 

its records and other items 

out.
 City staff were using 

the community room in 

the Webermeier Building 

as temporary office space, 

but Hoggins said it will be 

available for the public to 

rent again soon—as soon as 

cubicles are removed at the 

end of February.

 “We will auction any old 

furniture we won’t need as 

surplus property,” Hoggins 

said.
 Cornhusker Industries 

is building a council table 

that will be moved into the 

new building. It will be 

large enough to seat the full 

council, mayor, clerk and 

city attorney.

 Eakes Office Solutions 

is providing the rest of the 

furniture, like chairs for 

the council chambers.

 The council’s March 3 

meeting will still be held at 

the Milford Senior Center 

at 7 p.m. since there is no 

furniture in the new coun-

cil chambers yet.

 Hoggins said the city 

won’t forget the old build-

ing, as it’s bringing a piece 

of it over to the new one. 

The large black and white 

painting of the city that 

used to hang in the entry 

way of the old city hall will 

soon hang on a wall in the 

new one.

SCC opens diesel, welding center 

by Emily Hemphill

emily@
sewardi

ndepen
dent.co

m

 A $13 million facility is now help-

ing educate the next generation of 

diesel technicians and welders in 

Milford.

 Southeast Community College 

held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Feb. 

19 for its new Crete Carrier Diesel 

Technology and Welding Center, 

located at 701 Trades City Drive 

(Walnut Street) on the west side of 

campus.

 SCC President Dr. Paul Illich said 

that while 85% of SCC graduates 

stay in Nebraska for work, the state 

still has a lack of skilled workers 

in areas like diesel technology and 

welding.

 “Over the last 10 years, applica-

tions for these two programs grew 

110%. We had no way to support 

those,” Illich said. “What this 

facility represents is a wonderful 

opportunity to change that.”

 He said at least 13 programs 

offered at SCC require at least one 

welding course.

 The building includes nine truck 

bays and two large enough to ac-

commodate overhead cranes, in 

addition to wash bays, tractor bays 

and 30 welding bays.

 Milford Campus Director Ed 

Koster said the building also fea-

tures six classrooms and lab space 

for lectures and learning theory, in 

addition to the hands-on workspace 

and offices.

 “The shops are really similar to 

what they’re going to do after they 

graduate,” Koster said.

 The classrooms also are equipped 

with TVs so students and instruc-

tors can teleconference with experts 

all over the world.

 “We’re really excited about all 

the details,” Koster said.

 “I’m absolutely convinced this 

will be the best diesel technology 

facility in the country,” Illich said.

 The old diesel facility was built 

in the 1950s.

 Illich said the project was part 

of a master plan that included at 

least one new facility of significant 

size on each of the college’s three 

campuses in Milford, Beatrice and 

Lincoln.

 The facility was funded in large 

EMILY HEMPHILL/MT

Milford City Clerk Jeanne Hoggins shows the staff  workroom in 

the new city hall building.

EMILY HEMPHILL/MT

Old record books were one of the fi rst items to be moved into 

the new building. 411 1st St. • Milford • 402-761-2110

BUFFET

$11.95 • Kids 10 & Under: 75¢ x Age
Every Friday thru Lent • 5–8 p.m.

Salmon • Pollock • Cod Nuggets • Baked Fish •
•

Salad Bar • Mac ‘n Cheese •
• Pizza • Chicken • More!

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Jeaven Scdoris won gold for Milford at state wrestling, topping the Class C 145-pound bracket. Read his thoughts on the 

championship on page 8.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Konner Schluckebier of Milford won the title in Class C at 113 pounds at state wrestling. Read his thoughts on the champion-

ship on page 8.

See Center page 3
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You could give your people

SALES • RENTALS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103

Crete, NE

• Water Softeners & Filters

• Drinking Water Systems

• Certified Service Department

• Bottled Water & Salt Delivery

Proudly serving Saline, Gage, Seward and 

Jefferson Counties for over 80 years

402-826-3372
CULLIGANOFCRETE.COM

Wittstruck in running as 2020 

Presidential Scholar candidate
 The United States Presi-

dential Scholars Program 

is a program of the Depart-

ment of Education. It is 

described as "one of the 

Nation's highest honors 

for students" in the United 

States.
 Madeline Wittstruck 

of Milford High School is 

among the potential candi-

dates for the 161 eventual 

award recipients.

 The White House Com-

mission on Presidential 

Scholars selects scholars 

annually based on their 

academic success, artistic 

and technical excellence, 

essays, school evaluations 

and transcripts, as well 

as evidence of community 

service, leadership and 

demonstrated commitment 

to high ideals.

 Of the 3.6 million stu-

dents expected to gradu-

ate from high school this 

year, more than 5,200 

candidates qualified for 

the awards determined by 

outstanding performance 

on the College Board 

SAT and ACT exams or 

through nominations 

made by Chief State School 

Officers, other partner rec-

ognition organizations and 

the National YoungArts 

Foundation’s nationwide 

YoungArts™ competition.

 Annually, the presiden-

tially-appointed White 

House Commission on 

Presidential Scholars 

chooses up to 161 U.S. 

Presidential Scholars from 

among that year’s senior 

class. All Scholars are in-

vited to Washington, D.C. 

in June for the National 

Recognition Program, fea-

turing various events and 

enrichment activities and 

culminating in the presen-

tation of the Presidential 

Scholars Medallion during 

a White House-sponsored 

ceremony.
 The names of the semi-

finalists will be posted in 

mid-April. The names of 

the 2020 U.S. Presidential 

Scholars will be posted in 

early May. 
 To commemorate their 

achievements, the scholars 

are individually awarded 

the Presidential Medallion 

in a ceremony sponsored 

by the White House, tenta-

tively scheduled for June 

16-18.

Man hit by car 
dies after fleeing 
I-80 drug stop
by Emily Hemphill
emily@sewardindependent.com

 One man was hit by interstate traffic Thursday af-

ternoon after fleeing a traffic stop. He was pronounced 

dead shortly after being transported by helicopter to 

Seward Memorial Hospital.

 Around 3:15 p.m. Feb. 13, a Seward County sher-

iff’s deputy stopped an Illinois-plated vehicle at mile 

marker 385 near the Pleasant Dale interchange on 

Interstate 80.
 According to a press release from the Seward 

County Sheriff’s Office, a search of the vehicle yielded 

a large amount of narcotics, including a substantial 

amount of marijuana and more than 16 pounds of con-

centrated THC products.

 The driver and sole occupant, Michael L. Shadbolt, 

26, of Peoria, Illinois, fled on foot into eastbound lanes 

of traffic. He continued into westbound traffic and was 

struck by a passenger vehicle. No one in that vehicle 

was injured.
 Since Shadbolt was detained by deputies at the time 

of the accident, Nebraska statute requires a grand 

jury hear the case. An investigation by the Nebraska 

State Patrol is ongoing. His family was notified by 

authorities in Illinois at the request of the Nebraska 

State Patrol.

Madeline Wittstruck

‘We need earlier communication’

Districts in favor of Kolterman’s
bill regarding school placement
by Emily Hemphill
emily@sewardindependent.com

 Area school districts are support-

ing a bill introduced by District 24 

Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward.

 LB 759 would require the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services 

to consult with school districts before 

establishing guardianship or making 

an educational placement of a child 

in a district, specifically with regard 

to children in the foster care system.

 The bill is designed to ensure 

the district receiving the child is 

equipped to handle any specific edu-

cational or behavioral needs and to 

determine who is responsible for the 

cost of those services.

 “It’s not that we’re opposed to plac-

ing kids anywhere in the state. The 

problem is HHS doesn’t let people 

know when they’re coming,” Kolt-

erman said. “Some of our districts 

don’t have the resources to go out and 

hire a para.”
 Two area superintendents, Dr. 

Josh Fields of Seward and Kevin 

Wingard of Milford, and Educational 

Service Unit 6 Administrator John 

Skretta testified in favor of the bill in 

late January.
 The bill is now being looked at af-

ter years of frustration among school 

districts that haven’t been notified 

in advance of new students entering 

their district because of foster care 

placements.
 “It came out of some frustration 

from superintendents across the state 

of Nebraska about the lack of com-

munication from the Department of 

Health and Human Services,” Fields 

said.
 Brad Best, superintendent at 

Heartland Public Schools, gathered 

stories from other districts and 

presented them to Kolterman, asking 

him to champion the bill.

 “It is any student in the foster care 

system or wards of the state. Some of 

these stories are of students that have 

extreme needs or high needs, maybe 

coming with a police background or 

a sexual assault,” Fields said. “Not 

knowing those things before placing 

them in a school is very detrimental. 

If they’re not safe at the time to be in 

the school, it would be nice to be able 

to have those conversations.”

 Wingard said the schools want to 

work with DHHS to create a better 

transition for both the student and 

the school district.

 “We’re not trying to question or 

put down DHHS workers or case 

workers. What an unbelievably hard 

job to find foster homes and place-

ments, and we understand there’s 

emergency placements,” Wingard 

said.
 He said schools are ask-ing for the 

student’s background information 

ahead of time so they know if they 

need to provide staff with certain 

skills or coordinate transportation. 

Some need a full-time, one-on-one 

paraprofessional, while others are 

transported to an alternative school 

location if the district doesn’t have 

such staff available.

 Wingard said that history, called 

an Education Core Report, is pro-

vided to a judge when a student is 

involved in a court case. Then, the 

record is sealed because the case in-

volves a juvenile and the schools are 

not given access.

 The Education Core Report in-

cludes information about the stu-

dent’s past attendance, academic per-

formance, health factors and special 

needs, as well as the child’s interests 

and what activities they’d like to be 

involved in.
 “We’ve worked with foster stu-

dents in the past for years, and I 

think we do a great job with foster 

students, but there needs to be some 

input so we’re ready for those stu-

dents,” Wingard said. “They’re al-

ready going through trauma. Let’s be 

prepared for them and let’s not take 

a week to figure it out. In no way are 

we questioning the foster program or 

foster parents. Many kids get adopted 

in our district, so it’s been great. We 

just need earlier communication.”

 “The input of the receiving school 

district regarding the best educa-

tional placement of the child shall be 

considered regarding the difficulties 

in providing or hiring personnel 

necessary for additional educational 

programming services, such as spe-

cialized personnel or the placement 

of such child at a specialized facility, 

which may result in a substantial 

financial burden for the resident 

school district and the receiving 

school district,” the bill says.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Milford Public Schools Superintendent Kevin Wingard testifies on LB 759 Jan. 24 in front of senators in the Nebraska Legislature. 

Wingard spoke, along with Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association member superintendents Brad Best of Heartland, Jane 

Davis of Hershey, Sadie Coffey of Shickley, Josh Fields of Seward and ESU 6 Administrator John Skretta, in favor of the bill, which calls 

for the Department of Health and Human Services to consult with and notify a school district before placing a child in the district.

See Schools page 3

Committee talks 
NE opioid issue
by Allie Snow
Nebraska News Service

 Nebraska lawmakers 

are looking to address 

the opioid epidemic in the 

state. 
 Supporters of LB1124 

testified in front of the 

Health and Human 

Services Committee on 

Thursday. The bill would 

create the Opioid Preven-

tion and Treatment Act. 

 Sen. Sara Howard 

of Omaha introduced 

the bill in January. The 

purpose of the bill is to 

provide for the use of 

dedicated revenue for 

opioid-disorder-related 

treatment and preven-

tion. The act would 

provide education on the 

epidemic, resources for 

those affected, and create 

a network of profession-

als who provide treat-

ment. 
 Under the bill, the 

appropriations commit-

tee would decide how 

the funds are spent. 

These funds would come 

through legal battles 

and settlements from the 

Department of Justice re-

lating to deceptive opioid 

practices.
 Howard, who is retir-

ing this year, has voiced 

concern about the opioid 

epidemic throughout her 

eight years in office. 

 For Howard, the topic 

is personal.
 Eleven years ago, 

Howard’s sister Carrie 

was involved in a car 

accident, and injured her 

back. Howard says her 

sister was prescribed oxy-

codone, became addicted, 

and died months later 

from an overdose. Since 

then, Howard has worked 

on improving access for 

providers on what medi-

cations are prescribed to 

patients. 
 “If someone asked me 

what my legacy would be 

in the legislature, I would 

tell them it would most 

likely be the work that 

I’ve done with opioid pre-

vention,” Howard said. 

 No one testified 

against the bill. Sen. Ben 

Hansen of Blair suggest-

ed that the proposed bill 

include healthier alterna-

tives to opioids, such as 

chiropractor or physical 

therapy visits. 
 “Research has shown 

chiropractic and physi-

cal therapy have been the 

number one alternatives 

to opioid abuse,” Hansen 

said.
 Nebraska Association 

of County Officials mem-

ber Elaine Menzel took 

a neutral position on the 

bill.
 Sen. Machaela Ca-

vanaugh talked about 

Howard’s efforts, and the 

impact it’s had on her 

personally. Cavanaugh 

said she was prescribed 

opioids multiple times, 

but decided to stop using 

the drugs after seeing the 

work Howard’s done. 

 “I think Carrie would 

be so proud of you,” Ca-

vanaugh said. “Because 

of the work you’ve done, 

it’s actually impacted my 

use of opioids. My aware-

ness of this issue has 

been raised so much by 

you, your mother and the 

legacy of your sister.”

Inside:
Back to the ‘90s

at Milford’s annual 

ExtravaBandza!
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ObituaryReal estate
Information taken from 

records filed with the Seward 
County clerk.

Dec. 10 – 28
Brandon L. Roth and Ashley 

J. Roth to Jacob Riley and Kelsie 
Riley, west 10 feet of Lot 2 and 
all of Lot 3, Block 1, Davison and 
Culver's Addition to Milford. DS 
$371.25

Geoffrey Ben Ewing and 
Lillian Kathy Ewing to Alex 
D. Jorgensen and Crystal A. 
Jorgensen, Lot 11, Cannon First 
Addition to Seward. DS $591.75

Melissa Reamer and James 
Reamer to Patrick E. Murphy, 
Lots A and B, Administrative 
Replat of Lots 7-9 and ½ of vacat-
ed alley abutting thereon, Harris 
Moffitt and Roberts Addition to 
Seward. DS $348.75

Charlotte M. Besse to Robert 
E. Bounds and Debra L. Bounds, 
Lots 5-6, Block 84, Harris, 
Moffitt and Roberts Addition to 
Seward, DS $236.25

Naomi G. Luebbe to Bruce 
Luebbe, SE1/4 13-10-1. DS exempt

Clayton D. Kent, Russel C. 
Kent and Mary Kent, Carlene M. 
Schulz and Sharon J. Mueller 
to James Reamer and Melissa 
Reamer, Lot 2, Wake Second Ad-
dition to Seward. DS $661.50

Brian H. Imig and Briianne 
M. Imig to Brian H. Imig and 
Briianne M. Imig, Lot A, admin-
istrative replat of the N1/2 of 
Lots 2-4 and the south 15 feet of 
Lot 5, Block 4, Schleuter Heights 
First Addition to Seward, DS 
exempt

Micky A. Shepard and Brenda 

H. Shepard to David A. Hof-
schulte and Jamie R. Hofschulte, 
Lots 15-16, Block 7, Milford. DS 
$562.50

Benjamin C. Siebert and 
Jessie J. Siebert to Shawn 
Mortensen and Kimberly 
Mortensen, Lot 18, Seward 
Heights Fifth Addition to 
Seward. DS $810

Jerry L. Rumery and Tracy L. 
Rumery to Jerry L. Rumery and 
Tracy L. Rumery, Lot 2, Wake 
3rd Addition, Seward. DS exempt

Merle J. Beckler to Merle J. 
Beckler, Christopher Beckler 
and Cidric Beckler as trustees 
of the Merle J. Beckler Family 
Trust, E1/2 SE1/4 except Lot 1 in 
Merle’s Addition, a subdivision 
in the SE1/4 SE1/4 2-11-3. DS 
exempt

Gary Jacobsen and Debra 
S. Jacobsen to Alvin H. Meyer 
and Pamela A. Meyer, Parcel 1: 
a tract of land in Tax Lot 5 in 
the SE1/4 4-11-4 and Parcel 2: a 
tract of land in the SE corner of 
Tax Lot 5 in the SW1/4 4-11-4. DS 
$416.25

Richard F. Knuth and Nancy 
C. Knuth to Bradley R. Knuth 
and Daniel F. Knuth, Lot 1, Block 
1, Country Club Addition to 
Seward. DS exempt

Mark A. Petri to Steven G. 
Soflin and Lori L. Soflin, Petri 
Addition, a subdivision in the 
NE1/4 NW1/4 18-11-4. DS $542.25

Chris Dillon and Korene 
Dillon to Lois A. Upton, Lot 7, 
Thornridge Acres First Addition 
to Milford. DS $573.75

Bromwich Enterprises, LLC, 

to Stevie J. Kindrex and Haley 
N. Kindrex, Lot 1, Hive-West 
Addition in the SW1/4 SW1/4 14-
12-3. DS $65.25

Underwood Construction Co., 
LLC, to Pristine Rentals, LLC, 
Lot 2, Block 2, Shoal Creek De-
velopment Addition to Seward. 
DS exempt

Lyle Krska and Julie Lee 
Liska to Dorian Krska and Jared 
L. Kouma, a tract of land in the 
NW1/4 NW1/4 2-12-2. DS exempt

Patrick Goesch to George G. 
Seibert, Medow Addition, a part 
of the NE1/4 of 14-12-1. DS $933.75

April Sears, Cynthia Sears 
and Shawn Judy and Arron 
Judy to Marysville Acres, LLC, 
a tract of land in the SW1/4 32-12-
2. DS $119.25

Clovis Colley and Stepha-
nie Folan and Daniel Folan to 
Marysville Acres, LLC, a tract 
of land in the SW1/4 32-12-2 DS 
$119.25

Roger Fritz, Dean Fritz and 
Bonnie J. Fritz, Gale Fritz and 
Rosemary Fritz, Sandra Fritz 
Patchin and Dennis Patchin 
and Rosilyn Fritz to Marysville 
Acres, LLC, a tract of land in the 
SW1/4 32-12-2. DS $618.75

Phillips Bros., Inc., to Jeramy 
Phillips and Janae Phillips, a 
tract of land in the NE1/4 25-10-1. 
DS $285.75

Donald Steward and Carol A. 
Stewart to Kerwyn L. Stewart 
and Lisa L. Stewart, SE1/4 SE1/4 
32-9-4 and the SW1/4 SW1/4 33-9-
4. DS $393.75. 

Traffic
Information taken 

from Seward County 
court records.

Dec. 7-11
Nixon T. Nerud, 24, 

Dorchester, speeding 
16-20 mph county/state, 
$125 fine.

Alexander Cardoso 
Zurdo, 40, Crete, no val-
id registration-car/pick-
up/stepvan, $25 fine.

Connor J. Hinninger, 
28, Seward, speeding 
11-15 mph county/state, 
$75 fine.

Chelsa I. Ketelsen, 
33, Seward, no valid 
registration-car/pickup/
stepvan, $25 fine.

Allan H. Haug, 69, 
Clarinda, Iowa, speed-
ing 16-20 mph munici-
pal, $125 fine.

Nathanael J. Thomp-
son, 38, Seward, speed-
ing 16-20 mph interstate, 

$125 fine; no operator’s 
license waiverable, $75 
fine.

Cale G. Phillips, 18, 
Hamburg, Iowa, speed-
ing 11-15 mph munici-
pal, $75 fine.

Kiet H. Nguyen, 18, 
Lincoln, speeding 16-20 
mph municipal, $125 
fine.

Jarrin E. Keller, 30, 
Lincoln, speeding 6-10 
mph municipal, $25 fine.

Liliana A. Alaniz, 18, 
Milford, speeding 6-10 
mph municipal, $25 fine.

Garrett J. Bean, 19, 
Eaton, Colorado, speed-
ing 6-10 mph municipal, 
$25 fine.

Caitlyn A. Shafer 
Beckstrom, 21, Grand Is-
land, speeding 6-10 mph 
interstate, $25 fine.

Tiffany M. Sexton, 23, 
Elgin, Illinois, speeding 

6-10 mph interstate, $25 
fine.

Francis W. Liban, 19, 
Grand Island, speeding 
21-35 mph interstate, 
$200 fine.

Caleb E. McCartney, 
28, Ulysses, following 
too close, $50 fine.

Jonathan W. Price, 
43, South Elgin, Illinois, 
speeding 16-20 mph 
interstate, $125 fine.

Katelynn M. Knox, 21, 
Seward, speeding 11-15 
mph county/state, $75 
fine.

Vincent V. Soucie, 33, 
Denton, no valid reg-
istration-car/pickup/
stepvan, $25 fine.

Bernabe Tercero-Es-
cobar, 35, Crete, no 
operator’s license waiv-
erable, $75 fine.

Julie R. Walker, 53, 
Milford, speeding 11-15 

mph county/state, $75 
fine.

Zachary R. Murray, 
20, Kyle, Texas, speed-
ing 21-35 mph interstate, 
$200 fine.

Seward County arrests
 Information taken from arrest 

affidavits filed with the Seward County 
Court. 

Devitti Borrayo, 29, Lincoln, was 
arrested Sept. 27 in connection with 
the offenses of speeding, driving 
under the influence of alcohol (second 
offense) with an open alcohol contain-
er. Ten percent of a $10,000 bond was 
filed and Borrayo was arraigned Nov. 
16. The case was bound over to dis-
trict court. 

Heather Daggett, 27, Omaha, was 
arrested Oct. 10 in connection with 
the offense of possession of a con-
trolled substance. A $10,000 bond was 

filed and Daggett was to appear for a 
preliminary hearing Jan. 6. 

James Alder, 55, Lincoln, was 
arrested Aug. 30 in connection with 
driving under the influence (second 
offense) and refusal to submit to a 
breath test. Ten percent of a $10,000 
bond was filed and Alder had a pre-
trial hearing Dec. 9. Another pretrial 
hearing is scheduled for Jan. 13.  

Abdul Kapela, 24, Kentucky, was 
arrested Aug. 21 in connection with 
driving under the influence (second 
offense). Ten percent of a $1,000 bond 
was filed and Kapela failed to appear 
for a bond hearing Nov. 23. 

Marriage licenses
Information taken from records filed 

with the Seward County clerk.
December

Lanessa Kerner, Seward, and 
Christopher James Jr., Seward 

Maria Mines, Milford, and Steven 
Muller, Milford 

Anna Oetting, Lincoln, and Kip 
Jones, Pleasant Dale

Lilly Schleuter, Utica, and Daniel 

Buser, Crete
Teresa Patrick, Dwight, and Mark 

Duffek, Dwight
Rhonda Frenzel, Lincoln, and 

Craig Magnuson, Lincoln
Angel Wilson, Seward, and Joshua 

Mandina, Seward 
Katelin Oborny, Seward, and Colby 

VanDerslice, Seward. 
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Are you planning on making

a New Year’s resolution for 2021?

Yes: 0 

No: 6

by Caitlyn Nelson
for The Seward Independent

People are amazing. 
With how intricate and 
unique 
each 
person is, 
there are 
things 
that hu-
mans do 
that just 
make me 
smile. 

For 
example, 
when one person starts 
clapping, others join 
in whether or not they 
know why they are clap-
ping. 

Or when it’s icy out-
side and we just know 
we can’t walk normal so 
we waddle around like 
penguins trying not to 
fall.

I love when someone 
holds the elevator for 
someone else and the 
person not in the eleva-
tor yet does a little run 
to get there faster. 

I love when people get 
excited for their food at 
restaurants. When the 

person can see the food 
coming and their face 
lights up and they start 
moving things on the 
table to prepare it for the 
plate. 

I love when people are 
in a conversation and 
start laughing together, 
but not just any laughs 
– the laughs that don’t 
stop and eventually 
when it dies down both 
people forgot why they 
even started laughing. 
Or if they do remember, 
the laughing starts all 
over again thinking 
about what made them 
laugh in the first place.

I love when people 
have animals and they 
get brought up in con-
versation and the owner 
stops the conversation to 
find a picture to show off 
their pet. I do this all the 
time, but it is so sweet 
how proud we are of our 
animals. 

I love that people 
watch other people’s 
lives, real or made up, 
on the television for fun. 

I love that people love 
water. They gather on 
beaches and at lakes to 

play in it and sometimes 
just sit by the body of 
water for relaxation.

I love when people 
“pay it forward.” When 
something good happens 
to someone and they 
automatically want to go 
do something good for 
someone else so some-
one else can feel the 
same happiness is the 
sweetest thing I think 
people do. 

I love when you’re 
telling a story to some-
one and the other person 
hears a similarity you 
both have and you can 
see in their face they are 
waiting for you to stop 
talking so they can tell 
you the similarity. 

This train of thought 
came from watching a 
trend on Tik Tok, but it 
really got me thinking 
about what humans 
do that I just find fas-
cinating and cute. It is 
the small things that 
just make humans so 
amazing - the quirks, the 
similarities we share 
and the things we do but 
don’t even realize. 

Now we want to know

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Caitlyn
Nelson

Reporter 

Looking toward the new year

We asked you Top things I love about people

by Gov. Pete Ricketts

When the clock 
strikes midnight on New 
Year’s 
Day, many 
are going 
to be glad 
to have 
2020 in the 
history 
books. 

It’s not 
been easy 
to endure 
the pan-
demic, but 
I’m inspired by the way 
Nebraskans have pulled 
together to fight the 
virus. 

Even though it’s been 
a tough year, Nebras-
kans have shown great 
resilience as a state, and 
we’ve made vital contri-
butions to the nation’s 
response to the global 
pandemic.

Before anyone in our 
state tested positive for 
coronavirus, Nebras-
kans were already step-
ping up to help protect 
our fellow Americans 
from the disease. 

On Feb. 7, Camp 
Ashland—an instal-
lation of the Nebraska 
National Guard—hosted 
57 Americans who had 
been evacuated from the 
region of Wuhan, China, 
where the virus origi-
nated.

The quarantine 
operation was a suc-
cess. All of the evacuees 
were cleared for release 
after a two-week quar-
antine period. On Feb. 
17, UNMC took in more 
than a dozen Americans 
who had been rescued 
from a Diamond Prin-
cess cruise ship off the 
coast of Japan. 

The patients were 
treated and monitored 
in the National Quaran-
tine Unit, and all of them 
were released in good 
health. 

With this experience 
behind us, protecting 
Nebraska’s hospitals 
became the ‘north star’ 
guiding our strategic 
response to the corona-
virus. We put together 
a six-part plan to help 
achieve this goal.

1. Testing

2. Contact Tracing
3. Purchasing and 

Distributing PPE
4. Setting aside space 

for people to quarantine
5. Protecting At-Risk 

Populations
6. Issuing Directed 

Health Measures
In addition to these 

steps, Nebraskans have 
been using tools to slow 
the spread of the virus 
such as social distanc-
ing, wearing a mask 
to the store, washing 
hands often and swtay-
ing home when sick. 

As we’ve protected 
hospital capacity, we’ve 
also been working to 
help Nebraskans recov-
er. The state steered fed-
eral coronavirus relief 
towards $411 million in 
grants for Nebraska’s 
businesses and family 
farms. 

This includes grants 
of $12,000 to 12,214 small 
businesses and 9,209 
livestock producers with 
75 or fewer employees. 
The funds also include 
stabilization grants to 
hotels and convention 
centers, zoos, ethanol 
producers, event centers 
and sports arenas. 

The strength of Ne-
braska’s ag producers, 
food processors and 
transportation compa-
nies have helped feed the 
world throughout the 
pandemic. 

Companies in our 
state have also played 
pivotal roles in the 
efforts to produce a safe 
and effective coronavi-
rus vaccine. 

Meridian Clinical 
Research in Omaha took 
part in the clinical trial 
to gather research on the 
Moderna vaccine, which 
arrived to our state last 
week. Becton Dickinson 
invested $70 million to 
expand its capacity in 
Nebraska in order to 
manufacture the needles 
and syringes used to 
administer vaccines. 

These are just a cou-
ple of examples of how 
Nebraska has played 
a leading role in the 
national response to the 
pandemic.

Throughout the 
pandemic, we’ve been 
cutting red tape to keep 

Nebraskans working. 
From giving licensed 
professions more flexi-
bility to allowing restau-
rants to offer carryout 
alcohol, we looked for 
ways to grow our health-
care workforce and help 
small businesses sur-
vive. 

The jobs being cre-
ated across our state 
have helped Nebraska to 
have the nation’s lowest 
unemployment rate. At 
3.1%, our unemployment 
rate for November 2020 
is only slightly above 
where it stood one year 
ago (3.0%)—despite the 
pandemic.

In August 2020, we 
also celebrated a giant 
step forward in deliver-
ing property tax relief to 
Nebraskans. The bill the 
Legislature passed, and 
I signed into law, creates 
a refundable income tax 
credit based on your 
property taxes paid to 
schools. 

Once the tax credit is 
phased in, the state will 
provide an additional 
$375 million in property 
tax relief. 

In early March, Viet-
namese trade officials 
visited Lincoln as a fol-
low up from our fall 2019 
trade mission to Hanoi. 
They committed to buy 
$3 billion of beef, corn, 
distiller’s grains, soy-
beans and wheat from 
Nebraska in the next 
two to three years. 

In spite of all the 
challenges, we have a 
lot we can be grateful 
for over the past year. 
We still have a ways to 
go before the pandemic 
is over, but Nebraskans 
can be proud of how the 
state has come together 
during this difficult 
time. 

If you have questions 
about coronavirus vac-
cinations or our current 
Directed Health Mea-
sures, please email pete.
ricketts@nebraska.gov 
or call (402) 471-2244. 

Working together, 
I’m confident we’ll also 
emerge from the corona-
virus pandemic stronger 
than ever in 2021. 

Happy New Year!

Nebraska saw success last 
year, despite pandemic

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

So it’s 2021.
So what.
I think everyone 

was hoping everything 
would magically be 
better once the calendar 
turned. After all, it’s not 
2020 any 
more.

The 
pandemic 
should be 
over. The 
presiden-
tial elec-
tion fracas 
should be 
figured 
out. We 
shouldn’t 
have to remember to 
grab a mask when we 
leave the house.

Alas. None of those 
are the case.

In a shocking turn of 
events, 2021 started out 
the same way 2020 end-
ed. The pandemic is still 
making headlines. The 
presidential election, 

according to some, has 
yet to be decided. And 
keep a mask in your coat 
pocket, just in case.

On the brighter side, 
a vaccine for the coro-
navirus is beginning to 
make inroads around 
the country. As of Jan. 
20, someone will be 
sworn in as president of 
the United States. As for 
masks, well, the Lone 
Ranger liked them.

We all have big plans 
for 2021, right? We want 
to go places in person, 
see things up close, 
meet people not wearing 
masks. We don’t want to 
worry about whether or 
not someone could trans-
mit a contagion to us or 
our loved ones.

Among my goals for 
2021 is finishing a couple 
book series I’m plowing 
my way through. One 
series has just one book 
left. Two series have a 
handful or so. A couple 
other series are started, 
but I’m not far enough 
into them to say how 

many are left.
I’ve also got several 

TV series to catch up on 
and movies to watch. As 
the studios get produc-
tions cranked up again, 
that list will likely 
expand.

And then there are 
the counted cross stitch 
pictures I’ve got waiting 
for me. At some point, 
I need to get to them. 
And the stories floating 
around in my head that 
need to be written are 
still floating.

You’d think, during 
all that down time 
last spring and early 
summer, I would have 
checked some of those 
off my list. Not the case.

I’m looking forward to 
the new year, not just be-
cause it’s new and clean 
and shiny but because 
it’s a chance to start 
over, review how last 
year’s goals ended up 
and set new ones. Maybe 
more realistic, this time, 
though.

Stephanie
Croston

sports editor

Would you take the Covid-19 vaccine if offered to you?

Yes: 

No: 

Vote this week on Facebook or at milfordtimes.net.
Results will be published in next week’s issue.

Gov. Pete
Ricketts
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We would like to thank our sons and
their families for the card shower in

honor of  our 50th anniversary. We would
also like to thank all of  our family and friends for 

the many cards, calls, gifts and visits. We were 
overwhelmed by your love and thoughtfulness.

Much love in Christ,
Dave and Nancy Jurgensen

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers and get your 
message to over 483,000 readers!

Contact this newspaper for more information 
or call 1-800-369-2850.

OnePress 2x2 Display Ad Network
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Regional ads also available in central, southeast, northeast or 

western Nebraska. Additional sizes available.
*Statewide cost is just $975.
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by Jenny Rees
Seward/York counties Extension educator

This past week, 
I’ve received several 
questions about winter 
meetings 
so wanted 
to better clar-
ify what to 
expect. Also, 
area winter 
program bro-
chures were 
mailed out 
last week. If 
you no lon-
ger wish to 
receive this, 
let us know and we’ll 
update our mailing list.

Risk dial: For Exten-
sion programs, if the 
risk dial is ‘Red,' in-per-
son events are canceled. 
The risk dial is reset ev-
ery Friday for many dis-
trict health departments 
throughout the state. 
Thus, those who pre-reg-
ister will be notified by 
Monday the following 
week of any cancella-
tions and next options. 
This week, locally we 
are in ‘Orange,' so pesti-
cide training in York on 
Jan. 7 and chemigation 
training in York on Jan. 
8 (both at Cornerstone 
Event Center at the 
fairgrounds) are thank-
fully on. UNL guidelines 
require masks when 
the risk dial is ‘Orange.' 
Thank you to all who 
have called in to pre-reg-
ister.

Crop production clin-
ics: Technically, these 
are all presented virtu-
ally whether you choose 
to watch online on your 
own or at an in-person 
location. I enjoy seeing 
people and catching up 
at winter meetings, so 
I’m grateful we still have 
in-person meeting op-
tions. The following web-
site has the agendas and 
registration informa-
tion: https://agronomy.

unl.edu/cpc. There’s not 
an easy way to see where 
the in-person options are 
located unless you click 
on the ‘Register’ button 
and scroll. Thus, I will 
list them for you below.

For those of you 
who’ve attended in the 
past, you know there are 
two rooms which allow 
for various learning 
opportunities and CCA 
credits: certification/
pest management room 
and a crop/soil/water 
room. When watching 
virtually, you will have 
the option to switch 
between the different 
rooms. There are spe-
cific ways built in to 
ensure those who need 
recertification and are 
watching virtually 
are accounted for and 
to account for those 
desiring various CCA 
credits. Some in-person 
locations like Hastings, 
Aurora and Central City 
are hosting both rooms.

In York, on Jan. 14 
and 21 at the Corner-
stone building at the 
fairgrounds, for specific 
reasons I’ve chosen 
to only host the pest 
management room. 
That works if you only 
need certification or 
wanted to watch only 
those topics. Otherwise, 
if you needed soil/water 
credits, it would work 
best to choose a different 
in-person location or 
watch virtually. I just 
wanted you to be aware 
of that.

For the Nebraska 
Crop Management 
Conference, most of us 
are only able to provide 
two of the four rooms. 
When you register for 
CPC/NCMC this year, 
you will choose whether 
you have the weed guide 

shipped directly to you 
or to a nearby Extension 
office where you can 
pick it up. In-person 
locations include:

Jan. 7: Eastern Ne-
braska locations: Lin-
coln, Geneva, Norfolk, 
Syracuse

Jan. 14: Eastern 
Nebraska locations: 
Lincoln, Norfolk, York, 
Syracuse

Jan. 21: Eastern Ne-
braska locations: Lin-
coln, Norfolk, York

Jan. 27: Nebraska 
Crop Management 
Conference locations: 
Seward in this area.

Chemigation: For 
those desiring to apply 
fertilizer and/or chemi-
cals through irrigation 
systems, you can obtain 
your initial or recertifi-
cation for chemigation at 
an in-person training or 
online. The online ver-
sion is also for both ini-
tial and recertification 
and can be obtained at: 
https://water.unl.edu/
article/agricultural-irri-
gation/chemigation.

There is no charge for 
chemigation training. 
For those attending in 
person, pre-register 
and bring a calculator 
(can’t use smartphone). 
Area January in-person 
trainings include Jan. 8 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Cor-
nerstone building at the 
fairgrounds in York.

Crop Budgets are 
updated for 2021 and 
available at https://crop-
watch.unl.edu/budgets.

Extension survey: It’s 
also that time of year 
for annual reporting. If 
you could please help me 
out by completing this 
five-question anony-
mous survey, I’d appreci-
ate it: https://app.sli.do/
event/s8g48y8z.

Area Extension winter 
training sessions coming up

Jenny’s REESources

Jenny 
Rees

Extension 
educator

Tabitha’s industry-leading Senior 
Care provider, offers a variety of sup-
port groups throughout York, Seward, 
Saline, Butler, Polk, Fillmore and sur-
rounding counties.

Online grief and support groups 
are open to anyone in the community 
and are a great way to find support 
while sharing common experiences 
and coping tips in the safety and com-
fort of home. Your loved one did not 
have to be with Tabitha. Participation 
is free; register online at Tabitha.org/
Hospice/Bereavement.

• Grieving Gracefully Book Club, 
held the second and fourth Tuesdays, 
Jan. 12 and 26, from noon-1 p.m. The 
support group will read and dis-
cuss “Choosing to See: A Journey of 
Struggle and Hope” by Mary Beth 
Chapman, a book that focuses on 
moving through grief with faith. For 
questions, call Juanita Steenbakkers 
at (402) 416-7365.

• Growing Through Grief Support 
Group, held every Tuesday begin-

ning Jan. 19 at 3 p.m. This six-week 
support group is dedicated for those 
who recently lost a loved one. Share 
your story with others who are going 
through a common experience while 
receiving helpful tips to successfully 
move through the grief journey. For 
questions, call Abby Henre at (402) 
486-8546.

• HOPE Book Club, held the first 
and third Thursdays beginning Jan. 
21, from 10-11 a.m. The support group 
will read and discuss “The Year of 
Magical Thinking” by Joan Didion, 
a memoir of her first year after her 
husband’s death. For questions, call 
Tabitha Hoffman at (402) 362-7739.

• Caregiver Support Group, held 
every Thursday beginning Jan. 21 at 
2 p.m. This eight-week support group 
is dedicated for those who are caring 
for a spouse, parent or other loved one 
with a serious illness. Each week will 
cover a different caregiving topic. For 
questions, call Juanita Steenbakkers 
at (402) 416-7365.

Tabitha support groups 
to begin this month online

by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension educator

A major challenge for good 
growth of houseplants indoors, 
particularly in winter, is poor light. 
Most homes are just too dark for 
plants to grow well in winter, espe-
cially those plants requiring high 
light.

Signs your plants are not get-
ting enough light are small leaves, 
long thin stems, failure of bloom-
ing plants to flower and light-
er-than-normal colored foliage. For 
example, a geranium grown in low 
light tends to be spindly and have 
light green leaves, while the same 
plant in bright light will be shorter, 
better branched, with larger dark-
green leaves.

Last January, I wrote about which 
light wavelengths plants need most 
for good growth, choosing the best 
window location for high light plants 
and compared the efficiency of tradi-
tional incandescent lights vs. fluo-
rescent lights. Let There Be Light...
For Your Plants, https://go.unl.edu/
houseplantlight.

Today, let’s look at how fluores-
cent and LED lights compare for 
plant growth.

Fluorescent vs. LED lights
Fluorescent lights have been 

the standard for many years. They 
are cool enough to be placed very 
close to plants. Standard cool-white 
fluorescent lights – whether tubes or 
compact fluorescent bulbs – produce 
mostly blue light and are low in red. 
Most foliage plants grow fine with 
this light spectrum, however, special 
horticultural-type fluorescent lights 
or “grow bars” are needed for bloom-
ing plants requiring higher levels of 
red-light wavelengths. Warm-white 
lights are less effective for plant 
growth.

LED or light-emitting diode lights 
can be customized to provide both 
blue and red-light wavelengths simi-
lar to a fluorescent “grow bar.” They 
emit almost no heat and are very 
long-lived, up to 50,000 hours. In the 
past, LED lights were expensive so 
not a cost-effective choice compared 
to fluorescent lights. However, they 
are now common for many home 
and horticultural uses and are much 
more cost-effective.

Research at Purdue University 
has shown LED lights can provide 
a more beneficial light spectrum 
to greenhouse plants than conven-
tional lights, while using 75% less 
electricity.

LED light fixtures
A quick Amazon search of “LED 

house plant lights” will provide 
multiple LED light options for home 
growers, including light strips, floor 

or desk lamps, bulbs and hanging 
lamp fixtures. LED light bulbs can 
be inserted into a traditional light 
fixture or lamp.

Light intensity recommendations 
when using LED lights are 25W for 
high light plants in a one-square-foot 
grow space and 16W for low light 
plants. When using multiple lights 
or strips, they should be placed so 
their light coverage overlaps, pro-
viding enough light intensity for all 
plants.

Light wavelengths in the range 
of 400 to 700 nanometers (nm) are 
consider ideal for plants. More 
specifically, 440 nm blue light, 660 
nm red light and 730 nm far red light 
are important for good photosyn-
thesis and plant growth. Some light 
fixtures give off pink/purple visible 
light, which may not be aesthetically 
pleasing for use in a typical home 
setting.

But others can be adjusted to 
give off warm or cool white visible 
light, which is more typical for home 
lighting, while still providing the 
necessary light spectrum for plant 
growth.

One example of an LED light strip 
providing these wavelengths, is the 
Lightimetunnel LED Plant Grow 
Light Strips - Full Spectrum, which 
can be connected end-to-end. These 
types of light strips are becoming 
the standard for indoor production 
of lettuce, greens or herbs and can 
easily be used when growing your 
transplants for next year’s garden. 
Many similar products by other 
manufacturers are also good op-
tions. Of course, there is still an up-
front cost, but remember these lights 
will last for many years.

An example of a floor lamp for 
larger houseplants is the AgroBrite 
Hydrofarm Floor Plant Light. Many 
additional good floor light options 
are available, some with three or 
more light heads that can be direct-
ed and adjusted to provide light for 
several plants.

Tips on using 
supplemental lighting

When growing transplants or 
seedlings in the winter months, 
position lights 3-6 inches above plant 
leaves and raise the lights as plants 
grow. Follow the instructions for 
your light system to determine cor-
rect placement and look for the signs 
of low light in plant growth listed 
above to determine if your lights are 
too far away.

Note: Reference to commercial 
products or trade names is made 
with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended. These 
products are listed as examples only. 
No endorsement by the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln is implied.

Using LED lights for houseplants
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EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
      All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
family status, or national origin, or an intention, to make such preference, limitation or discrimination.” 
Family status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant 
women and people securing custody of children under 18.
        The Milford Times will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. 
http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ARKETPLACEM
Real Estate

1248 ‘O’ Street Suite, 1000 – Lincoln, NE 

REDUCED PRICE
SEWARD COUNTY - 139.90+/- ACRES

Productive dryland farm with 
recreational river land 
southeast of Milford.

Ethan Sorensen, Sales Associate
402-434-4499 or 402-380-0432

LAND FOR SALE

Visit our Website for More Information
www.ufarmrealestate.com

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500
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1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

308 Ash St., Seward • $210,000
Town home with finished basement. 
3 bd; 3 baths; open floor plan; 
granite counter; tile backsplash, 
stainless appliances, two-stall garage.

248 N. 2nd St.
Seward • $170,000

SOLD

1014 1st St., Unit 2
Milford • $152,500 
2 bd; 2 baths 

SOLD

201 S. A St. • Milford 
$250,000 • 5 bd; 3 baths 

NOW SOLD

PRICE REDUCED

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794. 

GUN SHOW - January 15-16-17, 
Mid America Center, Council 
Bluffs, IA. Friday 4pm-9pm, 
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 
9am-3pm. Large selection 
o f  g u n s  &  a m m u n i t i o n . 
Info: 563-608-4401. www.
marvkrauspromotions.net. 

THE COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K in debt? Credit Cards, 
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call 
National Debt Relief! We can 
help! Get a Free debt relief 
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927. 

B A N K R U P T C Y :  F R E E 
consultation. Lowest rates. 
No office visit required. As 
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy 
firm, we have helped thousands 
of clients file bankruptcy in 
all 93 Nebraska counties. 
We can Stop garnishments 
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to 
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com. 

FAMILY MEDICINE clinic lab 
tech or phlebotomist, full-time. 
Hours 9-5 Monday through 
Friday. Requires associate or 
bachelor’s degree in medical 
technology; ASCP eligible; 
phlebotomy skills. Competitive 
pay scale, excellent benefits. 
Apply online at JCHealthandLife.
org/careers/

TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
510e on us with AT&T’s Buy 
One, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119. 

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand on all your favorite 
screens. Choice Package, 
$64.99/month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/month is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124. 

HIGH-SPEED Internet.  We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-888-326-
3360. 

U.S. MEAT ANIMAL Research 
Center, Clay Center, NE, has 
several positions available. 
Competitive salary. Excellent 
b e n e f i t s .  V i s i t  h t t p s : / /
employment.unl.edu (seach 
keywords ‘Clay Center’) or call 
Sheila Trampe at 402-762-
4150. 

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! 
For $225/25 word classified 
you can advertise in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers. For 
more information contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

INVITATION FOR Bids. The Clay 
County Board of Supervisors 
will accept sealed bids until 
February 23, 2021, in the office 
of the Clay County Clerk, Clay 
County Courthouse, 111 West 
Fairfield Street, Clay Center, 
NE 68933. The bids will be 
opened on March 16, 2021, 
during the regularly scheduled 
board meeting. Bids will be 
for complete inspection and 
restoration of exterior of 
courthouse and may include 
some interior work. Bidders 
are encouraged to arrange 
an on site inspection. The 
county reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. Please 
mark envelopes according to 
enclosed bid. Please contact 
Mike Carroll at 402-762-5329 
for more information.

BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian Faith 
Publishing for your Free author 
submission kit. 1-866-558-
6428. 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed.  $40/month .  65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299.

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167. 

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case. Call 1-866-818-
0868. Free Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar).

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free 
Off-Peak Data. Fast download 
speeds. WiFi built in! Free 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
Free, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-513-0190.

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784.

STAY IN your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-in 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-888-
332-9560. 

Statewides

Seward County employees honored for service

More 
photos 

next 
week! 

Tanya Woolsey is awarded for 20 years as a county employ-
ee from Seward County Commissioner John Culver. 

Dave Pankoke, left, retired as a Seward County employee 
this year and was honored at the Dec. 29 county commis-
sioners meeting. 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRANDY JOHNSON

Above: Deanna Boyer is awarded for 25 years of service to Seward County from Commissioner John Culver. 

Below: Barb Liska received a gift after retiring as a Seward County employee this year. She served as the E911 director.



Minutes
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 5, 2021

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
December 29,2020, at 9:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Ken 
Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Absent: Member: Bob Vrbka

Approved the minutes of December 
22, 2020.
Sheriff Vance gave a report of road 
conditions.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved a new Agenda Request 
Form effective January 1, 2021.
Awarded Employee Recognition 
certificates for 10-25 years of 
service to Seward County.
Recognized those employees that 
retired in 2020.
Accept a bid from Eagleview for 
Ortho and Digital Oblique Imagery 
and Software.
Sheriff Vance introduced Sharon 
Dickinson as Volunteer Community 
Liaison for the Sheriff’s Office.
The lease agreement for the Task 
Force Building will be put on a 
future meeting agenda.
Appointed Matthew Starkey as 
the Veteran’s Service Officer/
Public Transit Director/ General 
Assistance Director/Fleet Director.
Approved Nebraska Dept. of 
Transportation Agreement for 
Scheduling Software Project.
Adopted the agenda for January 5, 
2021 and adjourned at 11:02 a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
MT — January 06, 2021
ZNEZ

Hearings
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the 
Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Pleasant Dale, Nebraska, will 
hold a public hearing and Special 
Meeting on Thursday January 21, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. for consideration 
of a Special Use Permit for 500 
Cedar Street pursuant to Zoning 
Ord. section 5.74 (permitted 
special use) to conduct Light 
manufac tu r ing  opera t ions , 
providing that such use is not 
noxious by reason of vibration 
or noise beyond the confines of 
the building, or by emission of 
particulate, fumes, gas, odor or 
smoke. The hearing and meeting 
will be held in the Pleasant Dale 
Community Hall, 110 Ash Street, 
Pleasant Dale, Nebraska.
VILLAGE OF PLEASANT DALE
Nebraska
Amber Karel, Its Clerk
MT — January 06, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the 
Planning Commission of the Village 
of Pleasant Dale, Nebraska, will 
hold a public hearing on Monday 
January 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
for consideration of a Special 

Use Permit for 500 Cedar Street 
pursuant to Zoning Ord. section 
5.74 (permitted special use) to 
conduct Light manufacturing 
operations, providing that such 
use is not noxious by reason of 
vibration or noise beyond the 
confines of the building, or by 
emission of particulate, fumes, 
gas, odor or smoke. The hearing 
will be held in the Pleasant Dale 
Community Hall, 110 Ash Street, 
Pleasant Dale, Nebraska.
VILLAGE OF PLEASANT DALE
Nebraska
Amber Karel, Its Clerk
MT — January 06, 2021
ZNEZ

Meetings
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
MILFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the 
regular school board meeting of 
the Milford School District will 
be held Monday, January 11, 
2021, at 4:00 p.m. at the Milford 
Elementary in the sixth grade 
room. The agenda for this meeting 
is kept current and is available 
during regular working hours at 
the Superintendent’s Office, 1200 
West First Street, Milford, NE.
MT — January 06, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The January meeting of the Board 
of Educational Service Unit 6 will 
meet at the Educational Service 
Unit 6 main office, located at 210 
5th St, Milford, NE, on Thursday, 
January 14, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 
The agenda for said meeting is 
on file at that location and kept 
continually current.
MT — January 06, 2021

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE:
Seward County Ag. Society
Monday, January 18, 2021

7 p.m.
Ag. Pavilion

Seward County Fairgrounds
Michael J. Flyr

Secretary
Seward Co. Ag. Society

MT — January 06, 13, 2021
ZNEZ

Help Wanted
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CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-761-2911  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: milfordtimes.net  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.commilfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check 
their advertisements in the first issue and 
report any error to The Milford Times at 
402-761-2911. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian Schweitzer 402.641.1266 
Scott Jelinek 402.429.9814

Saturday, Jan. 9 w  9:30 a.m.
4-H Building w Fairgrounds w Seward, NE

Collectibles
i iAUCTION

Visit www.NebAuction.com  for full details.

Quaker State DSP Tombstone Sign, (9) Pocket Watches, Wrist Watches, 
(50+) Belt Buckles, (50+) Knives, (50+) Barbie Dolls, (4) JD Pedal 
Tractors, Large Offering of Toys, Trucks, Cars, Tractors, Coin Banks, Husker 
Items, Vintage Racing Trophies, Glassware, Collectibles, 6 Gal RW Crock, 
Erector Set, Coffee & Tea Tins, & Many items yet to be unpacked.

POLISHER F/T: M-F
Deburr or polish parts on 
grinders and buffers. Paid 
holiday & vacations. Starting 
$15/hr + Hire Bonus. More info, 
call to apply at 402-798-7800. 
CAPPS MANUFACTURING in 
Cortland.

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN– Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.  
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure required 
and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills, 
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic 
nursing experience preferred.  RN/LPN licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

CNA – Nights: Full-time CNA Night position 5 pm – 5 am. Flexible scheduling includes every 
third weekend and holiday rotation. CNA licensure and BLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Hospital Nursing Supervisor – Night Shift: Full-time Hospital Nursing Supervisor 
– Night Shift. This position is a working supervisor that is responsible for providing managerial 
support in the operation of patient care in the hospital, and manages a combination of licensed 
and/or certified professional staff. RN, BSN preferred with related experience and/or training. RN 
licensure and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Director of Quality Programs: Full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for 
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating 
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor Science 
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related 
experience.  —Memorial Hospital

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening     
    Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Activities Director                 

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Cook: FT Evenings
| • Dietary Aide: FT

Culligan of Crete has been family owned and operated for over 
30 years and is looking to expand our family. Immediate opening 
for a DELIVERY DRIVER to run routes and deliver water-
related products in and around the Crete area to residential and 
commercial customers. We are seeking individuals with excellent 
customer service skills, valid driver’s license and a clean driving 
record. Should be familiar with the area and able to read a map.
Base salary with unlimited commission. Excellent company 
benefits include paid holiday, vacation, 401k, insurance and 
employee discounts.
Drug test and background check required!

Don’t miss the opportunity! Send resume or apply at 
Culligan of Crete, 2220 W. 11th, PO Box 242, Crete, NE 68333

NOW HIRING!

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266
Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 

Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More
Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
761-3886

Mark Saltzman
Home: 761-2831

FREE
Estimates

Services
GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM & 
BASS LESSONS: Resolve Today 
To Put More Music In Your Life! 
Sign up now, classes starting 
soon.
Jim Krutz, 402-450-0282, 
Seward.

Wanted
ISO SHELTIE puppy.

I purchased a sheltie from a 
farm near Seward almost 6 
years ago.  I would like another 
puppy but don’t have contact 
information.  Please email 
Keven at jcozzoc@yahoo.com.

For Sale
FOR SALE: Snow blower and 
firewood. Call 402-381-7926.

2007 Kia Spectra EX Sedan 4D
Silver exterior, gray interior. One 
owner, good tires. Great gas 
mileage. 145,849 miles, $3200
Call or text 402-643-5772.

For Rent
1 BEDROOM APARTMENT

New kitchen, dishwasher, stove, 
refrigerator, fireplace & A/C. 
Laundry available. $475 p/
mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 515 
South 2nd St-Seward. Call 402-
641-2584.

Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971.

1 ,  2  a n d  3  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. No 
pets. No smoking. Also garages 
for rent. Located at 22nd and 
Ivy-Crete. 402-310-8030



PORTSPORTSSSPa
g

e 8
January 6, 2021

Wrestling
Crete Invite (Dec. 12)

	 Team scores—Beatrice 195.5, Central City 193, Nebraska 
City 165, Milford 150.5,Adams Central 124, Ashland-Green-
wood 121, Norris 115.5, Syracuse 112, Malcolm 102, Seward 
99, Crete 88, Omaha Bryan 86.5, Wilber-Clatonia 69, Fairbury 
47
	 113—Kohout (MIL) pin Tristan Reinke (BTR) 1:13; def. by 
Collin Mangnall (BTR) 7-6; pinned by Chase Landreth (NC) 0:35; 
def. Gabe Hartman (NC) 7-5, fourth
	 126—Schluckebier (MIL) def. Colton Jelinek (BTR) 15-0; 
pin Yusuf Mohamud (OB) 2:34; pin Sam Draus (NC) 1:14, first
	 132—Vondra (MIL) pin Bryce Teut (MAL) 0:45; pin Connor 
Gerths (FBY) 3:15; def. by Drew Arnold (BTR) 15-0, second
	 132—Brody Mach (MIL) pinned by Jesse Rodriguez (NC) 
1:57; pinned by Drew Arnold (BTR) 1:08; pin Bryce Teut (MAL) 
0:39
	 138—Chapman (MIL) def. by Tommy Lokken (WC) 13-4; 
def. Colt Reiling (MAL) 5-1; pin Angel Reyes (OB) 2:29, third
	 145—Stauffer (MIL) pin Cayden Witzel (MAL) 1:05; def. by 
Tobin Wingender (OB) 4-3; pin Ethan McCown (FBY) 0:55; def. 
Zander Baker (WC) 8-1, third

	 152—Troyer (MIL) pinned by Cole Maschmann (BTR) 5:12; 
pin Landon Trimm (FBY) 2:09; def. by Brett Powers (BTR) 4-3, 
fourth
	 160—Springer (MIL) pin Cael Kreifel (NC) 3:01; pin Jarrett 
Koch (BTR) 5:55; pinned by Gavin Zoucha (MAL) 3:34, second
	 170—Scdoris (MIL) pin Connor Nuemeister (NC) 0:52; pin 
Logan Hobbs (NC) 1:24; def. by Torrance Keehn (BTR) 14-7, 
second
	 170—Voboril (MIL) pin Cooper Witte (MAL) 1:19; def. by 
Torrance Keehn (BTR) 16-1; def. by Josh Stewart (MAL) 7-3; pin 
Trevor Lohrman (MAL) 0:55
	 182—Vance (MIL) pin Ethan Buchli (MIL) 1:15; pinned by 
Jacob Schoenauer (OB) 0:56; pin Clay DuVall (NC) 0:41; def. by 
Deegan Nelson (BTR) 8-3, fourth
	 182—Ethan Buchli (MIL) pinned by Thomas Vance (MIL) 
1:15; pinned by Ashton McCown (FBY) 1:44
	 195—Oborny (MIL) pin Riley Donahoo (MAL) 1:26; pin 
Sawyer Kunc (WC) 3:21; pin Braeden Chipman (NC) 0:30); pin 
Brock Ostdiek (BTR) 2:00, first
	 220—Temple (MIL) pinned by Nolan Bahnson (BTR) 0:57; 
pinned by Mikah Ruiz (NC) 5:50, third
	 285—Lyon (MIL) pinned byGavin Bailey (NC) 2:38; pinned 
by Zack Pasco (MAL) 2:44

Journal Star names fall 
season all-state athletes

The Lincoln Journal 
Star recently announced 
its all-state selections for 
the 2020 volleyball and 
football seasons.

In football, Nick Beel, 
a senior at Milford, was 
named first-team offense 

in Class C1 as an offen-
sive lineman.

Additional Milford 
athletes recognized 
include:

Football -
honorable mention
Eli Vondra, Cabe 

Schluckebier, Seth Stutz-
man and Isaac Yeackley, 
Class C1

Volleyball -
honorable mention
Hannah Kepler and 

Sydney Stelling, Class 
C1

Wondering about 
memory care? 

We can help.

Three locations in Lincoln:

5720 S. 25th St  |  6616 S. 84th St  |  240 South 70th St

CountryHouse.net/Lincoln or (402) 853-7809 

Our home-like community is tailored  

exclusively to caring for those with  

Alzheimer’s and dementia. Whether  

you’re just starting to research options  

or ready to make a move now, we can  

help you every step of the journey.

CountryHouse is also located in Kearney,  

Grand Island, Elkhorn, Omaha and Council Bluffs. 

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

A pair of wins against 
tough competition gave 
the Milford boys’ bas-
ketball team the cham-
pionship of its holiday 
tournament Dec. 30.

Milford defeated 
Cross County 60-49 in 
the semifinals Dec. 28. 
Coach Tony Muller said 
the teams were evenly 
matched and it was a 
close game.

“It was a well-played 
game,” Muller said.

The Cougars were 
also undefeated entering 
the game. Muller said 
one of the keys was lim-
iting CCHS’s three-point 
attempts, which MHS 
was able to do. CCHS 
was 3-16 from beyond the 
arc.

Muller said the Eagles 
opened the game in its 
man-to-man defense 
but switched to a 1-3-1 
zone, which allowed the 
defense more access to 

the passing lanes.
Seth Stutzman paced 

the MHS offense with 20 
points and seven steals, 
and Jaxon Weyand 
added 11 points. Micah 
Hartwig posted nine 
points, five rebounds, 
five assists and five 
steals, and Kaleb Miller 
scored eight to go with 
five boards.

With the win, the Ea-
gles advanced to the fi-

nal against Central City. 
Another hard-fought 
battle ended with MHS 
winning 66-61 Dec. 30.

Central City connect-
ed on 8 of 27 three-point 
attempts and pulled 
down 40 rebounds. Mil-
ford hit 3-10 from three 
and had 26 rebounds.

Muller said it was 
good to see a win, de-
spite not playing their 
best, against a good 
team.

The game came down 
to free throws, and 
Milford made 10 of 12 in 
the fourth quarter alone. 
Hartwig was 6-6 in the 
period. Weyand was 2-2 
at the line and scored 
two field goals.

Again, MHS opened 
in man defense but 
switched to the 1-3-1 and 
then back to man.

The Eagles allowed 
the Bison 40 rebounds, 
with 15 of those offen-
sive. However, the MHS 
defense forced 22 turn-
overs.

Weyand led the 
offense with 18 points, 
and Hartwig added 16, 
with Stutzman scoring 
10. Stutzman finished 
the night with five 
rebounds, five steals and 
four assists, as well.

Muller was pleased to 
see both Cabe Schlucke-
bier and Kaleb Miller 
record seven rebounds. 
They usually rotate so 
aren’t on the court at the 
same time.

“This is the fifth year 
we’ve won this tour-
nament,” Muller said, 
adding that last year’s 
finals were canceled be-
cause of weather but the 
Eagles won their half. 
“It’s a good tournament 
for us.”

The Eagles headed to 
Auburn Jan. 2 to play 
Falls City and beat the 
Tigers 64-53. Hartwig 
notched a double double 
with 11 points and 10 
assists to go with seven 
steals. He scored seven 
in the fourth quarter.

Stutzman led the 
offense with 25 points on 
12-18 shooting. He just 
missed a double double 
with nine rebounds.

Weyand added 15 
points, including six in 
the fourth quarter.

Muller was happy 
with Miller’s play off 
the bench. The senior 
was steady in all three 
games for the Eagles, 
notching eight points 
and five rebounds 
against Cross County, 
three points and seven 
boards against Central 
City and eight points 
against Falls City.

“It was a good way to 
finish the break,” Muller 
said.

The coach said Mil-
ford has some areas to 
smooth out going for-
ward.

The Eagles (10-0) are 
scheduled to visit Mal-
colm Friday, Jan. 8, for a 
7:30 p.m. game and host 
David City Saturday, 
Jan. 9, with tip-off at 7:45 

p.m.

Milford 60, Cross County 49
MHS		 11	 20	 16	 13	 60
CCHS	 17	 8	 7	 17	 49
	 MHS—Isaac Yeackley 1-5 2-2 5, Micah 
Hartwig 2-8 5-7 9, Bryce Jakub 1-1 0-0 2, Maddox 
Baack 1-2 0-0 3, Jaxon Weyand 3-7 5-6 11, Kaleb 
Miller 3-3 2-4 8, Seth Stutzman 9-13 2-4 20, Cabe 
Schluckebier 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 21-43 16-23 60.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 2-10 (Yeack-
ley 1-2, Hartwig 0-4, Baack 1-2, Weyand 0-1, 
Stutzman 0-1). Rebounds—MHS 23 (Miller 5). 
Assists—MHS 11 (Hartwig 5). Steals—MHS 19 
(Stutzman 7). Turnovers—MHS 15, CCHS 24. 
Fouls—MHS 16, CCHS 22.

Milford 66, Central City 61
MHS		 17	 15	 16	 18	 66
CCHS	 9	 20	 16	 16	 61
	 MHS—Yeackley 3-8 0-0 6, Hartwig 4-10 6-6 
16, Baack 3-4 00-07, Weyand 5-12 8-9 18, Miller 
1-5 1-2 3, Stutzman 4-7 2-5 10, Schluckebier 2-4 
2-3 6. Totals 22-50 19-25 66.
	 CCHS—Totals 21-41 11-19 61.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 3-10 (Yeackley 
0-1, Hartwig 2-5, Baack 1-2, Weyand 0-2), CCHS 
8-27. Rebounds—MHS 26 (Miller, Schluckebier 
7), CCHS 40. Assists—MHS 17 (Yeackley 6). 
Steals—MHS 13 (Stutzman 5). Turnovers—MHS 
16, CCHS 22. Fouls—MHS 18, CCHS 21.

Milford 64, Falls City 53
MHS		 11	 14	 18	 21	 64
FCHS	 10	 10	 18	 15	 53
	 MHS—Yeackley 1-3 0-2 2, Hartwig 3-14 4-5 
11, Baack 1-2 0-0 3, Weyand 6-11 1-1 15, Miller 
4-4 0-2 8, Stutzman 12-18 0-0 25, Schluckebier 
0-2 0-2 0. Totals 27-54 5-12 64.
	 FCHS—Totals 19-42 9-13 53.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 5-15 (Yeackley 
0-2, Hartwig 1-5, Baack 1-2, Weyand 2-4, Stutz-
man 1-2), FCHS 6-16. Rebounds—MHS 28 
(Stutzman 9), FCHS 23. Assists—MHS 15 (Hartwig 
10). Steals—MHS 8 (Hartwig 7). Blocked 
shots—MHS 1. Turnovers—MHS 8, FCHS 13. 
Fouls—MHS 15, FCHS 13.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

After defeating BDS 
in the opening round 
of the Runza Classic, 
the Milford girls came 
up short against Cross 
County 48-34 Dec. 28.

Coach Phil Stauffer 
said the Cougars shot 
well from long range 
(making 5 of 7) in the 
first half, digging a 
hole the Eagles couldn’t 
climb out of.

Their height advan-
tage also challenged 
MHS, he said.

Kaitlin Kontor paced 
Milford with 10 points.

The loss dropped the 
Eagles into the third-
place game against Cen-
tral City, and the team 
responded well, Stauffer 
said.

The Bison battled 
back from 12 down to 
take the lead in the mid-
dle of the third quarter, 
but the Eagles turned 
the tables.

“We outscored them 
24-6 in the last 10 min-
utes to finish the game,” 
Stauffer said. “Our 
defense got better as the 
game went along.”

Hannah Kepler led 
the way with 16 points 
and seven rebounds. 
Kontor added 12 points 
and six assists. Sydney 

Stelling added eight 
points, and Taylor Roth 
and Makena Stutzman 
scored seven each.

Stauffer was pleased 
to see how the Eagles 
converted turnovers in 
to 19 points.

“Hopefully we turned 
a corner offensively and 
can continue to get good 
shots like we did in this 
game,” he said.

On Jan. 2, the Eagles 
went to Auburn to play 
Falls City and won 50-17. 
The MHS defense forced 
27 turnovers that led to 
26 points.

Kepler notched a dou-
ble double with 29 points 
and 10 steals.

“Sydney Stelling con-
tinues to get better each 
game she finished  with 
8 points and created a lot 
of havoc on the defensive 
end,” Stauffer said.

The Eagles (5-5) are 
scheduled to play at Mal-
colm Friday, Jan. 8, and 
host David City Satur-
day, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m.

Cross County 48, Milford 34
MHS		 6	 12	 12	 4	 34
CCHS	 14	 13	 11	 10	 48
	 MHS—Makena Stutzman 0-2 0-0 0, Kaitlin 
Kontor 4-12 0-0 10, Hannah Kepler 2-8 5-8 9, 
Kaitlyn Klug 1-1 0-0 2, Taylor Roth 2-6 0-0 4, 
Sydney Stelling 3-7 0-0 6, Abby Houk 0-3 3-4 3. 
Totals 12-39 8-12 34.
	 CCHS—Totals 17-33 9-15 48.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 2-14 (Stutzman 
0-1, Kontor 2-7, Kepler 0-4, Houk 0-2), CCHS 5-12. 
Rebounds—MHS 23 (Kontor, Kepler 5), CCHS 
22. Assists—MHS 4 (Kepler 2). Steals—MHS 5 
(five with 1). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Roth 1). 

Turnovers—MHS 12, CCHS 12. Fouls—MHS 15, 
CCHS 10.

Milford 56, Central City 41
MHS		 18	 8	 14	 16	 56
CCHS	 11	 11	 13	 6	 41
	 MHS—Stutzman 2-8 1-2 7, Kontor 4-10 1-1 
12, Kepler 5-11 4-6 16, Alayna Piening 0-2 0-0 0, 
Klug 1-1 0-0 2, Roth 2-2 3-4 7, Stelling 3-3 2-4 8, 
Houk 1-4 0-2 2, Mariah Richards 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
19-42 11-19 56.
	 CCHS—Totals 13-38 5-7 41.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 7-23 (Stutzman 
2-7, Kontor 3-8, Kepler 2-7, Houk 0-1), CCHS 
10-28. Rebounds—MHS 27 (Kepler 7), CCHS 
21. Assists—MHS 13 (Kontor 6). Steals—MHS 
12 (Kepler, Stelling 3). Blocked shots—MHS 
1 (Kontor 1). Turnovers—MHS 11, CCHS 15. 
Fouls—MHS 6, CCHS 13.

Milford 50, Falls City 17
MHS		 16	 11	 9	 14	 50
FCHS	 7	 0	 4	 6	 17
	 MHS—Stutzman 1-8 0-0 3, Kontor 2-7 1-1 6, 
Kepler 10-16 7-11 29, Addi Mowinkel 0-2 0-0 0, 
Piening 0-2 0-2 0, Roth 0-1 0-0 0, Celia Bontrager 
0-2 0-0 0, Stelling 4-9 0-0 8, Houk 0-1 2-4 2, Rich-
ards 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 18-51 10-18 50.
	 FCHS—Totals 8-39 0-6 17.
	 Three-point goals—MHS 4-19 (Stutzman 
1-6, Kontor 1-5, Kepler 2-6, Mowinkel 0-1, Stelling 
0-1), FCHS 1-12. Rebounds—MHS 35 (Kontor 6), 
FCHS 33. Assists—MHS 11 (Kontor 4). Steals—
MHS 19 (Kepler 10). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Roth 
1). Turnovers—MHS 14, FCHS 27. Fouls—MHS 
6, FCHS 12.

Eagle boys win holiday tournament

Seth Stutzman

Results

Hannah Kepler

MHS girls earn third 
in holiday tourney

NGPC plans pre-K Nature Tails
The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission is hosting a new, virtual 
series designed for preschoolers. The 
free Nature Tails will be at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesdays, starting Jan. 12.

Each week, Game and Parks out-
door educators from across the state 
will kick off nature-themed sessions 
by reading a children’s book tailored 
to the theme. Afterward, educators 
will lead a quick activity for children 
and their families. The themes are:

Jan. 12 – Mammals; Jan. 19 – Mak-
ing Observations; Jan. 26 – Owls; Feb. 
2 – Groundhogs; Feb. 9 – Seeds; Feb. 16 

– Wintertime Fun
No pre-registration is required. To 

participate, visit bit.ly/NatureTails to 
login and join the fun.

Unable to attend a live event, but 
still want to do the activity and hear 
a book? Each virtual event will be 
recorded and posted to the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Education Channel 
on YouTube. Search “Nebraska Game 
and Parks Education” on the social 
platform and subscribe for future 
videos.

For more information, contact mon-
ica.macoubrie@nebraska.gov.
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