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Follow us

Get your
KickBack Card 
now and earn 

free stuff!

Buy 1 Pizza

Get Double Order Wings

 FREE

fastnfreshnfun

Bud Light ...... Ice Cold 24pk with KickBack $17.99
Busch Light .. Ice Cold 30pk with KickBack $19.99
Sam Adams Brewing ...........Ice Cold 6pk $6.49
Goose Island Brewing .........Ice Cold 6pk $6.99
Tito’s Vodka ................................750ml $16.99
Captain Morgan ..........................750ml $15.99
Coke .......................................... 2 ltrs 2/$4.00
Fritos/Cheetos .......... 10oz with KickBack $2.99

JILL MARTIN/MT

Vinny Bittinger of Malcolm talks about the logistics of the lights Dec. 15. Each light has a computer chip in it and is 
synchronized to music through a computer. The show features around 400,000 lights and is available through Dec. 31.

Lights on
by Jill Martin
Milford Times

What was once a dark 
park near the Seward 
County Fairgrounds 
now features 400,000 
lights as part of Nebras-
ka’s Largest Christmas 
Light Show.

The show has 
brought a steady flow of 
traffic to the park since 
Black Friday.

Show owner and 
creator Vinny Bittinger 
originally established 
the show in Malcolm 
where he and his family 
live. Two years ago, he 
started looking at differ-
ent locations to expand 
the show.

“We had meetings 
and pitches from Oma-
ha, Lincoln, a park in 
Ashland, and Seward,” 
he said. “One thing that 
was the icing on the 
cake for us was the peo-
ple of Seward. So many 
people have dropped 
what they were doing to 
come help us.”

He ultimately chose 
to build the project in 
Seward because of the 
people, he said.

“People like Megan 
Kahler at the Chamber, 
all the great guys at 
the city electric depart-
ment, road crew guys, 
police officers. So many 
people in this town 
stepped up to help us 
be successful,” he said. 
“Everywhere we turn, 
people like Pat Coldiron 
at Liberty House are 
offering to help us in 
any way they can. We 
could not have done this 
without them, and they 
are a wonderful exam-
ple of the good people of 
Seward.”

Bittinger said it is 
to their credit that the 
family hopes to keep 
Seward as the home 

to Nebraska’s Largest 
Christmas Light Show 
in the future, and he 
is already looking at 
what’s next.

“We are nowhere 
near done,” he said.

Bittinger, who works 
full time as an electri-
cian nine months out of 
the year, said the show 
is a family operation, 
which includes his wife, 
parents and inlaws.

“Everyone helps. 
Everyone plays a role,” 
he said.

The show includes 
around 400,000 lights 
that Bittinger and his 
family have synchro-
nized to music. The 
attraction comes at an 
ideal team as people 
continue to attend drive-
through events because 
of COVID-19.

“I think people have 
been thankful to have 
something they can do,” 
he said. “Things have 
been taken away from 
the kids this year.”

Bittinger said people 
don’t always understand 
that they are coming 
to see a show instead of 
just a display of lights. 
Each light has a comput-
er chip.

“All of our lights are 
synchronized to music. 
They are all programed, 
and they are controlled 
by a computer,” he said. 
“Every light on this 
property is controlled 
by a computer.”

The show is automat-
ed from his computer 
in a small building in 
the center of the park. 
At the push of a key, the 
lights, music and move-
ment entertain the fami-
lies driving through the 
park circle.

“This show gave 
something back to the 
kids. And that kid might 
be 40 years old with 
three kids of his own,” 
Bittinger said. “This 
stuff awakens the kid 
inside of you.”

Bittinger plans to 

build onto the show 
each year and is hoping 
to double it in size by 
next year.

“We’re already Ne-
braska’s Largest Christ-
mas light show, but we 
don’t even plan to slow 
down,” he said.

He and his family 
have built all of the piec-
es on display, and that is 
a priority to him.

“I would rather spend 
countless hours with 
my father in the shop 
building and designing 
something than wor-
rying about making a 
bunch of money,” he 
said. “Every thing you 
see out here is custom 
built by us.”

The show has also 
gained statewide atten-
tion. Bittinger said on 
Saturday night alone, 
vehicles from 43 differ-
ent counties visited. He 
said the proceeds from 
the per vehicle admis-
sion fee will go toward 
see LIGHTS, page 2
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Nebraska’s largest Christmas lights show is on display near the Seward County Fair-
grounds now through Friday. 

EMS, fees approved
by Hope Moural
hope@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County 
Board of Commission-
ers approved a special 
designated liquor 
license for a New Year’s 
Eve event sponsored by 
Pan ‘N’ Save during its 
Dec. 15 meeting.

Also during the meet-
ing, the board:

• approved the 
Seward County Sheriff 
Department’s month-
ly fees of $1,663 and 
$929.07.

• declared county offic-
es to be closed Dec. 24 in 
honor of Christmas Eve.

• authorized a re-
fund on behalf of the 
treasurer’s office for an 
overpayment of $5,992.72 
of inheritance tax re-
garding the Barbra Ann 
Swanson estate.

• authorized building 
and grounds superin-
tendent Eric Hoefer to 
advertise for bids for 
re-painting of the court-
house building dome. 
Discussion included 
funding, paint color and 
sandblasting options 
among the board.

• held a public hear-
ing involving a request 

to rezone land located 
in 33-10-3 from agricul-
tural to transitional 
agriculture. Two people 
including the landown-
er spoke who spoke in 
support of the request.

After the public 
hearing was closed, a 
resolution approving the 
request was adopted.

• heard from South 
Central EMS member 
Ryan Hamburger, who 
wanted to introduce 
the private company to 
the board. Hamburger 
said the company has 
been in Seward since 
October to assist with 
medical transfers to 
Lincoln from Memorial 
Health Care Systems or 
respond to fire calls if 
applicable.

• heard from Highway 
Superintendent Terry 
Wicht, who presented 
a one-year lease for a 
skidloader from Nebras-
ka Machinery Company 
and it was approved.

The next Seward 
County Board of Com-
missioners meeting will 
be Dec. 29 at 9 a.m. on 
the third floor of the 
courthouse. The meet-
ings are open to the 
public.

As of Friday, Dec. 18, 
the Four Corners Risk 
Dial has been reset in 
the Orange Elevated 
COVID-19 Risk Level at 
2.63. 

The Risk Dial was 
last set in the Orange 
level Oct. 30, and since 
that time has been Red. 
Lower test positivity 
rates, reduced transmis-
sion rates and increased 
hospital capacities are 
contributing factors to 
the improved setting of 
the risk dial. 

At this time, Four 
Corners strongly urges 
our communities to 
Avoid the 3 C’s: Crowded 
Places, Close Contact 
and Confined Spaces. 
Remember to wash 
your hands often and 
wear a face mask that 
covers your nose and 
mouth. Public health 
recommendations and 
the COVID-19 dash-
board are posted on our 
website at www.fourcor-
ners.ne.gov. 

In the past two days, 
there have been 44 
new cases of COVID-19 
reported in the Four 
Corners District (De-
cember 17-18):

Seward County had 
22 new cases for a total 
of 1,506. 

York County had 14. 
Seward County account-
ed for 77 new cases from 
Dec. 3-9.

That encouraging 
sign was met with the 
sobering reality of 
making up ground. 
Four Corners issued a 
press release on Dec. 10 
evening to report 12 new 
COVID-related deaths 
in the district from 
mid-November through 
the week ending Dec. 
5. Six of those deaths 
were Seward County 
residents. Those deaths 
were previously unac-
counted for because of 
the sheer number of cas-
es and hospitalizations 
in that timeframe.

Two new vaccines on 
the way and an infusion 
treatment have given 
hospitals a glimmer 
of hope. The vaccine 
produced by Pfeizer was 
approved by the Federal 
Drug Administration on 
Dec. 10 and the vaccine 
produced by Moderna 
is scheduled for FDA 
approval on Dec. 17.

The Nebraska De-
partment of Health 
and Human Services 
submits a plan, which 
includes distribution. 
According to Memorial 
Health Care Systems 
CEO Roger Reamer, the 
original plan was to 
distribute the vaccine to 
healthcare workers in 
Nebraska 

see Four Corners, 
page 2

COVID-19 
risk dial lower
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Stay safe and healthy!
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building and im-
proving the show in the 
future.

Kahler, membership 
director at the Seward 
County Chamber & De-
velopment Partnership, 
said she met Bittinger in 
2018 when SCCDP was 
needing to replace the 
lights and garland for 
the light poles in down-
town Seward. 

“He told me of his 
dream for a Christmas 
light show and asked 
if I knew of a place in 
Seward County,” Kahler 
said.

She said she had the 
perfect spot and took 

him to the park. 
“We have had a light 

display in Seward 
before, many years ago, 
and people remember 
that,” Kahler said. “At 
SCCDP, we get calls 
every holiday season 
about the old Christmas 
light display, so we knew 
it would be welcomed in 
the community.”

The show continues 
through New Year’s 
Eve. For more infor-
mation, visit magi-
callightsofseward.
com/?fbclid=IwAR1N-
3RqYs7EKAWd0B3y06f-
gMOl3WIAf-oK04Hpkm-
4WjAqscd3Ez-1xsLHSw 
or The Magical Lights of 
Seward Facebook page.

from front page
who wanted it by the end of December if there 
were no problems. Problems, however, arose. So 
instead, that vaccine will be delayed for rural 
areas. That’s where the Moderna vaccine, which is 
scheduled to be distributed the week of Christmas, 
would be available.

They are two-shot vaccines with 28 days be-
tween the first and second shots.

Reamer said Memorial Hospital has started 
infusion treatments on high risk patients meant 
to keep those patients away from emergency room 
visits that could develop into in-patient care.

Memorial Health Care Systems has also worked 
with Test Nebraska to increase the number of 
tests conducted and days the tests can be adminis-
tered. Capacity of tests have been increased from 
100 to 120 and testing increased to two days per 
week. Those seeking tests can now also get tested 
every Tuesday, in addition to every Friday at the 
testing site in the west parking lot of Memorial 
Hospital, 9-11 a.m. Reamer also said curbside 
facilities in Utica and Milford were scheduled for 
completion on Dec. 14.

Various government sectors also issued their 
reports. Seward County Commissioner John 
Culver said they have placed signs recommend-
ing face coverings. Culver said the justice center 
has long issued its own stipulations through its 
various offices.

Jim Swanson of Utica said the city has not 
issued an ordinance requiring face coverings, like 
Seward, because Utica simply doesn’t have the law 

enforcement resources. He said they don’t want 
an ordinance on the books they can’t enforce. The 
city clerk’s office remains open with a face shield 
at the desk and social distancing. The city encour-
ages face coverings when social distancing can’t 
be achieved.

Seward City Administrator Greg Butcher said, 
upon visiting with Sgt. Mike Hammond with the 
Seward Police Department, no formal complaints 
were made by Dec. 10 since the city’s ordinance 
requiring face coverings went into effect on Dec. 5. 
He also reiterated the ordinance on the books does 
not discuss gatherings and that it only pertains to 
face coverings in public indoor areas. Butcher also 
said the library has remained closed to walk-in 
traffic for various reasons but its drive-thru win-
dow is open. Seward is due to revisit its face-cover-
ing ordinance at its Jan. 5 council meeting.

Milford Public Schools Superintendent Kevin 
Wingard and Seward Public School Superinten-
dent Dr. Josh Fields both thanked Four Corners 
and MHCS for helping educate students and par-
ents on new directed health measures. Wingard 
raised concerns about current DHMs, where if 
the state dropped back into the orange range, that 
no longer limited attendance on indoor sporting 
events. McDougall said the district has shared 
similar concerns. She also said if the state an-
nounces under 800 COVID-only hospitalizations 
throughout the state on a seven-day rolling aver-
age, the state could see new directed health mea-
sures that still limit attendance but with relaxing 
limitations.

504 Seward St. • Seward, NE • 402-643-4767
Hours: M–F 9–5 p.m. • Sat. 9–4 p.m.

Glad Tidings
TO YOU!

Merry Christmas
and many thanks, everyone!

Larsen & Associates
Auctioneers

Cordova
402-576-3002

larsensauctions.com

Deck the halls…
Trim it with cheer…

We’re celebrating 
another year…
Another season,

a new chance to say

Merry
Christmas!
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Plans grow and change, just like you 
Our mission is to help you at all stages and through 

the changes that life may bring. 

Contact us to discuss your personal  
financial plan.

Larry Heyen
Financial Advisor
office 402-761-2729
lrheyen44444@wradvisors.com

Matthew Sample
Financial Advisor
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Four Corners update

Light show

Just as it did on that  rst Christmas night, may the 
light of His love inspire and guide you throughout 
this holy season and beyond.

For your belief in us, we feel truly blessed and wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas.

AUSTIN CROP INSURANCE

Just as it did on that first Christmas night, 
may the light of His love inspire and guide 

you throughout this holy season and beyond.
For your belief in us, we feel truly blessed 
and wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

AUSTIN COMPANY
Farm Management • Crop Insurance

Subway Motors
115 S. Highway 6 • Milford, NE

761-2341

Gift certificates make great stocking stuffers!

Wishing You 
a Magical, 
Merry 
Christmas!

We’re over the moon about customers like you!
Thanks for making 2020 a great year for us.
We look forward to serving you again soon.

Phone 833-800-5643

No one in Nebraska knows more 
than the League of Human Dignity 
about advocating for people with 
disabilities or about helping them to 
become advocates for themselves. 
Contact the League and see how we 
can help you 
get the servic-
es you need to 
maintain your 
independence.

DISABILITY:
Advocating for You

The next session of 
“Know Your Numbers, 
Know Your Options,” 
Nebraska Extension’s 
four-part record-keep-
ing course, will be held 
virtually on Tuesdays in 
January from 10 a.m. to 
noon each week.

Participants should 
plan on attending each 
of the four workshops, 
scheduled for Jan. 5, 12, 
19 and 26. The course 
requires participants to 
have an internet connec-
tion.

This course is de-
signed to help farmers 
and ranchers under-
stand their current 
financial position and 
how big decisions like 
large purchases, new 
leases or changes in pro-
duction will affect their 

bottom line. Partici-
pants will work through 
the financial statements 
of a case study farm, 
watching pre-record-
ed videos, completing 
assignments and partic-
ipating in video chats. 
Upon completion of this 
program, participants 
will have a better under-
standing of how finan-
cial records can be used 
to make decisions and 
confidently discuss their 
financial position with 
their family, business 
partners and lenders.

The course fee is $20 
per participant and 
class size is limited to 20 
people. Register online 
at wia.unl.edu/know. 
Registration closes Dec. 
29.

Extension record- 
keeping course for 
ag producers set

COURTESY PHOTO

The Milford wrestling team helps load gifts collected through The Giving Tree at Insure Nebraska in Milford. The gifts 
were delivered to the elementary school on Dec. 16. 

Giving back this holiday season

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 

Year.



Santa shared some of 
the letters dropped off 
at his mailbox by the 
Seward County Court-
house. The Milford 
Times staff tried their 
best to get spellings cor-
rectly, but rest assured 
that Santa and his elves 
know what the letters 
say.

Dear Santa,
Hello! My name is 

Lily. I am six years old 
and this year I have 
been pretty good.

The nicest thing I 
did this year is help my 
mom get ornaments on 
the tree.

I hope you, Mrs. Claus 
and the reindeer have 
been well!

A few gifts I’m wish-
ing for this Christmas 
are: a big pack of gum, 
some makeup, a fit bit 
and a cat.

Have a safe trip on 
Christmas Eve!

Love, Lily
 
Dear Santa,
I would like a scooter, 

a Barbie car and a paint 
by number set. Pixie 
would like some treats.

Love, Evalyn
 
Dear Santa,
I would like a play 

table, some balls and 
a camouflage blanket. 
I haven’t been around 
very long but I’ve been 
good.

Love, Huxley
 
Dear Santa,
I want a new orange 

Fitbit for Christmas and 
hunting stuff.

Love, Caydin
 
Dear Santa,
We would like base-

balls, bumper race cars, 
a t-ball bat, a robot, bath 
bombs and Legos.

Love, Burke and 
Briggs

 
Dear Santa,
I would like Lego 

games, bath bombs, 
books, a pen and lamp 
and bumper cars.

Love, Briggz
 
Dear Santa and Mrs. 

Claus,
Please bring me a 

jewelry box, a Butter-
beer book, soccer goals, 
a microphone, coloring 
markers and candy.

Love, Brianne
 
Dear Santa,
Please bring me a 

phone, a red robe, an 
electric scooter, a Husk-
er necklace, five packs of 
mint gum, a Baby Alive 
doll, a big reindeer and a 
train for my Christmas 
tree.

Love, Sophie

Dear Santa,
My name is Grace. I 

am six years old and live 
in Seward.

This year I have been 
really good. For Christ-
mas, please bring me 
an American Horse doll 
with glasses, a Spirit toy 
and tree with a star.

Love, Grace
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a good 

girl most of the time. I 
would like a flamingo 
that poops for Christ-
mas, please and thank 
you.

Love, Kylar
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a good 

girl. I want slime.
Love, Korryn
 
Dear 

Santa,
My name 

is Marlie. I 
have been a 
very good girl 
this year. I would 
like presents, in-
cluding: a cry baby, 
cowgirl boots and 
daddy needs some 
light bulbs.

Love, Marlie
 
Dear Santa,
I have been very 

good this year. What I 
want for Christmas are 
Pokemon cards, stuffed 
animal and printer with 
ink. Also, I hope you 
have a nice day.

Love, Brielle
 
Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want 

a baby Yoda, art sup-
plies and a Nintendo 
Switch.

Love, Violet
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a really 

good boy this year. My 
number one thing that I 
really want is an Xbox. 
I also want Nintendo 
Switch games, especial-
ly Legendary Fishing. I 
really want Ravens foot-
ball gloves an football. 
I also want a Patrick 
Mahomes jersey and 
Stephen Curry jersey. 
The last thing I want 
is a cool looking Nerf 
football.

Love, Teagan
 
Dear Santa,
If I could want one 

thing it would be 
Pokemon cards. But 
that’s the only thing I 
want. But I would like 
to give something to 
another person and that 
would be all I want for 
Christmas.

Love, Eli
 
Dear Santa,
I would like a desk, an 

aqua colored chair and 
shirt and a kitten.

Love, Abby
 
Dear Santa,
I would like an alarm 

clock, my very own 
music night light, a bal-
lerina box, my own play 
toy box to put toys in a 
sparkle necklace and a 
shimmering necklace 
that glows in the dark 
like my cat one.

Love, Cora
 
 Dear Santa,
I really want a bas-

ketball sweatshirt, a 
Saint Bernard dog, Lego 
friends camper, Barbie 

play sets like the pizza 
place and a camo com-
puter.

Love, Brooklyn
 
Dear Santa,
I would like this year:
Karson to be happy, a 

Wubble, a Wubble rein-
deer, money, melty 
beads Nerf 
guns and 
Su-

per 
Mario 

Kart
Love, Kooper

 
Dear Santa,
My name is Emery. 

I live in Lincoln. One 
thing that is awesome 
about me is that I am 
kind. I love doing nice 
things like helping peo-
ple and my Christmas 
wish list is LOL friends, 
Lego sets and doll beds.

Thank you Santa, 
have a great flight!

Love, Emery
 
Dear Santa,
My name is Dalton 

and I live in Lincoln. 
One thing that’s awe-
some about me is that I 
play soccer. I love doing 
things like helping 
mom. My Christmas 
wish list is Legos, rhino 
and a bike bell. Thank 
you Santa and have a 
great flight!

Love, Dalton
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a really 

good boy this year. I 
really want some Legos, 
especially an airport, 
submarine, boat and 
train. I also want a small 
Packers football, Ninten-
do Switch bowling game 
and slime kit. I am five 
years old and excited for 
Christmas.

Love, Toren
 
Dear Santa,
I would like an 

electric dirt bike, camo 
pants and an automatic 
BB gun.

Love, Brice
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a really 

good boy this year!
I just turned two 

years old and so excited 
for Christmas. I really 
like Thomas the Train, 
Paw Patrol and Wheels 
on the Bus. I would like 
a tool set, a doctor set, 
and toy truck. I can’t 
wait for you to come to 
my house on Christmas.

Love, Tristen
 
Dear Santa,
I want a cool Nerf gun 

and a Big Fury World 
toy.

Love, Johnny
 
Dear Santa,
I would like school 

supplies, a calendar, art 
stuff, stuff for when we 
play school, a scrapbook, 
chapstick, gum and 
slime.

Love, Makenzie 

Dear Santa.
I would like a cas-

tle, a pickup for my 
Barbies to drive and 
a purple Barbie.

Raisin would 
like some treats

I have mostly 
been a good girl 
this year.

Love, 
Raimie

Dear Santa
I would like a LEGO 

set dually with goose-
neck horse trailer, erec-
tor set float trailer with 
semi and sleeper and a 
giant stuffed cat.

Tank would like some 
treats

Love, Tyler and Tank
Please and thank you

Dear Santa Claus
Could I please have a 

remote control aieplane 
for Christmas? I have 
been a good boy this 
year. My sister Molly 
would like a scooter for 
Christmas. I would also 
like a power car and 
that's all. Hope your 
reindeer are doing good. 
Thank you?

From Silas

Dear Santa
I want to have a train 

and a drone, not real, 
just toys also have a nice 
day.

From Clayton

Dear Santa,
I have helped clean 

and I have been good. 
I would like American 
Girl Joss Kendrick's ulti-
mate girl doll collection 
this year for Christmas.

With high hopes for 
you, from Kinzie

Dear Santa,
I want a desktop mic 

for youtube videos.
Merry Christmas

Love, Ryan

Santa can I have the 
new big smasher eggs 
from Treyson and I don't 
think your fat.

Dear Santa,
How are the rein-

deer? I want a night 
light speaker that is 
blue tooth and an alarm 
clock. In my stocking 
a hermonie keychain 
please.

Thank you, Sarah

Dear Santa I have 
ben rile good this year. 
I want a AG doll named 
Joss for Christmas.

From ...Everit

makeup set, frozen 
II horse, remote control 
car, snow stuff for Amer-
ican girl doll, Baking 
set, Barbie Bakery set, 
chair pillow

Love, Keagan

Dear Santa
what I really want for 

x-mas is better wi-fi. I 
glich a lot in my games 
and its starting to get to 
my head. Also I want a 
dirt bike because they 
look really fun to drive.

Thank you and Merry 
Christmas.

Love, Noah
P.S. For my phone to 

have wi-fi on it

Dear Santa,
Last Christmas I 

asked for a baby brother. 
Thank you so much for 
my baby brother Caden! 
I love to snuggle with 

him. Coul you being me 
some gluten-free yummy 
snacks this year?

Love Riley

hamock, goprow, 
trapset, Minecraft Java 
edition amp

from Will

violin, choklit, hed-
phon, books, candy 
canes

from Stella

Dear Santa. I have 
been very good this year 
also I want for Christ-
mas a pokemon legos 
and something nice also 
a singing gingerbread 
man and I would like a 
three wheeled scooter 
for my brother also have 
a nice day. From Brielle

DEAR Santa
This year I was good. 

I would like Dronehome, 
fish, mouse trap, nerf 
ultra pharoah, trumpet, 
hex but nano flash and a 
phone.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM: CORBIN

DearSanta
I would like a chalk 

easel for Christmas.
Love, Bailey
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Together, let’s build up 

our community.

www.cornhuskerunitedway.org 

for COVID-19 information  

and how to get involved.

Stay home 

Stay strong 

      A
nd Donate now for your  

neighbors who need help the most.

Supported CARES Act funding from the U.S. Department of Treasury  

and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, CFDA Number 21.019

Cornhusker U
nited

 Way

A Wish Trimmed 
With Joy
To our fine friends and neighbors here in the 
community, we wish you happy holidays and 
a wonderful New Year! 

Thank you for your kindness in 2020.

City of Milford
Mayor, Council & City Employees

Rejoice!
As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we are filled

with gratitude and joy for all of the blessings we have
the good fortune to enjoy, including the gift of your
friendship. Thank you, and Merry Christmas!

Milford A/C
  Bill & Carmen Saltzman

Happy Holidays!

We truly appreciate
your loyal support!

Larry, Matt, Teresa, Nicole & Tiffany

HEYEN TAX &
   ACCOUNTING, INC.

  516 First Street, Milford, NE
     402-761-2726
       www.heyentax.com Wishing you all a

Blessed Christmas and a 
Wonderful New Year

“And He will be called
Wonderful, Counselor,

The Mighty God,
The 

Everlasting 
Father,

The Prince 
of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6

Santa is going to be a very busy guy this year

more letters to 
Santa are on 

page 6
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We asked you

Now we want to know

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Share your opinions via letters 
to the editor. Please include 

a phone number 
so we can verify it’s you and 

word count is 500.

This week's poll question: What is your favorite 
kind of Christmas cookie?

Sugar

Snickerdoodle

Chocolate chip

Fudge

Vote online at www.milfordtimes.net and share the question on Facebook, 
then check next week's edition of the Milford Times for results.

Will you be spending the holidays with family this year? 

Due to technical difficulties on our website, there will be no poll results 
for this week. Check back next week for this and an additional question!

by Caitlyn Nelson
caitlyn@sewardindependent.com

With COVID-19, no 
one knew how Christ-
mas plans would play 
out. Fami-
lies had to 
plan and 
decide how 
to make 
this uncon-
ventional 
situation 
normal for 
the holi-
days.

I knew 
in Janu-
ary that my Christmas 
would look different, 
though.

For most of my win-
ter breaks growing up, 
I would travel to Wash-
ington state to stay with 
my aunt and celebrate 
Christmas with her. We 
had traditions of going 
on Christmas morning 
hikes, opening presents, 
exploring her town and 
even taking treats to 
staff at the hospital she 
worked at.

In January she 
moved to Germany, 

leaving my Christmas 
plans up in the air.

Typically, my im-
mediate family would 
celebrate Christmas 
in conjunction with 
Thanksgiving, in 
preparation for me to 
travel and because it 
was easiest for us all 
to get together then. So 
that’s what we did this 
year too.

I have been asked 
quite a few times what 
my Christmas plans 
are and truth be told – I 
don’t know. I have had 
a whole year to plan for 
what I am going to do 
this Christmas and I am 
still not sure; I probably 
won’t be until the day of.

But, I think this is a 
really cool opportunity 
for me. I get to start 
making my own tradi-
tions this year.

Will my dog and I 
continue the Christmas 
morning hike/walk? 
Probably.

Will we drive around 
and look at Christmas 
lights on Christmas 
Eve? Absolutely.

Will we binge watch 

Christmas movies in 
bed all day? Maybe.

Will we travel to 
my hometown to see 
my family? Doubtful 
because just my luck 
something will happen 
that as a reporter I 
need to be close for, but 
maybe.

Will I spend it with 
my best friend’s family 
because they are closer? 
Possibly.

This Christmas is 
neat for me – a chance 
for me to decide how I 
want to celebrate my 
favorite holiday. I have 
always loved Christmas 
– the lights, the music, 
the movies, the sea-
son of giving. I get the 
chance to find out how I 
really want to spend the 
holiday without having 
prior plans for it.

I know this holiday 
season isn’t how anyone 
quite expected it to be, 
but find the best in it. 
While things are differ-
ent, embrace the change 
because you never know 
what new ways to cele-
brate you can find.

2020 Christmas looks different

Caitlyn
Nelson

Reporter 

by Jill Martin
Seward County Independent

We moved to Seward in 2008 with 
very little in our bank account. In 
our early years of marriage, we lived 
paycheck to paycheck in our small 
900-square-foot, two-bedroom home 
near downtown Seward. Unexpected 
costs like medical bills or something 
breaking down on the car put a lot of 
stress on our new marriage. We were 
happy, though. We did a lot with the 
little we had, and our children didn’t 
really understand how poor we were 
at the time.

A bright spot during those years 
was an envelope of $100 that ar-
rived one day in our mailbox. It was 
labeled as a random act of kindness 
and came at a time when we were 
feeling a lot of financial stress. I 
don’t know who was behind the 
action, but I am forever grateful. 
Over the years, we have worked to 
pay that kindness forward to others, 
even in the smallest ways. 

Something unexpected happened 
last Friday, a week before Christmas. 
My husband works at Hughes Broth-
ers, and as many local residents 
know, the company is extremely 
generous to its employees, especially 
at Christmas. Along with an annual 

bonus, he received a sealed envelope 
with $100 in it to pay it forward to 
someone in need or an organization 
important to us. The letter asked em-
ployees to pass it along to someone 
else who has not been as fortunate, 
especially during the pandemic.

First of all, I am grateful for places 
like Hughes Brothers who truly val-
ue its employees, families and com-
munity. When people ask where my 
husband works, I often use it to brag 
hardcore. In a hard year for so many, 
this business chose not only to heap 
a financial blessing on its employees 
but also provide an opportunity to 
pay it forward.

That night around the supper 
table, our family of five discussed 
our options of paying it forward that 
night around the supper table. We 
discussed organizations, individuals 
and families ultimately deciding 
that we wanted to pay it forward to 
a young family. We also used it as a 
teaching moment with our daughters 
explaining that we aren’t doing this 
for recognition. It is purely about 
sharing the gift that thoughtful indi-
viduals provided for us. To give is to 
receive, and we are grateful for our 
village this holiday season. 

Happy holidays to all of you.

Pay it forward this year



Lucille Stauffer
July 5, 1928 – Dec. 15, 2020

Lucille Stauffer was born July 5, 1928, at Chap-
pell to Arthur and Evelyn Roth, the oldest of four 
children, and passed 
away peacefully 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020, 
at the Tabatha Care 
Center in Crete at the 
age of 92.

When she was nine, 
her family moved to 
Milford. Lucille en-
joyed helping her fam-
ily around the house 
and farm. She attend-
ed a country school 
through the eighth 
grade. Lucille was later 
united in marriage to 
Vern Stauffer on Feb. 
16, 1947. To this union, two children, Charlene 
and Thomas, were born. They made their home 
in the Milford area and she was a lifetime mem-
ber of East Fairview Mennonite Church.

Survivors include her daughter and son-in-law, 
Charlene and Jim Stutzman, Friend; and son and 
daughter-in-law, Tom and Carla Stauffer, Lincoln. 
Lucille was blessed with three granddaughters, 
Janel Stutzman and Jill and Nick Crow, all of 
Lincoln, and Lindsey and Todd Kastl of Bruno. 
She was also blessed to be called “GG” by her four 
great-grandchildren, Harleigh and Quinten Crow 
of Lincoln and Addison and McKelty Kastl of Bru-
no; also by her brother, Dennis (Phyllis) Roth and 
sister-in-law, Donna Roth.

Lucille was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Vern in 2015; parents-in-law, Jacob 
and Lavina Stauffer; brother, Willis Roth; sister, 
Arlene (Merle) Stutzman; brother-in-law, Harold 
Roth; and sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, Ione 
and Perry Schweitzer, William Stauffer, Virgin-
ia and Carol Stauffer, Lester and Lola Kennel, 
Wallace and Edna Stauffer and Lyle and Ruth 
Schweitzer.

A private family graveside service was Dec. 18 
at East Fairview Cemetery, rural Milford. There 
will be no public visitation. Memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to the East Fairview Men-
nonite Church. Condolences may be left for the 
family at www.lauberfh.com.
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Area Churches
Bellwood Mennonite Church

520 S. B St. • Milford • 761-2709
Pastor Steve Griffin

stephenpaulgriffin@gmail.com
Youth Pastor Taric Leichty • taric33@live.com

www.bellwoodchurch.org
Sunday School ...........................................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship .......................................................10:00 a.m.
Jr. High Youth (Wednesday) ......................................6:15 p.m.
Sr. High Youth (Wednesday) ......................................7:30 p.m.

Christian Montessori School Ages 3-6 • 761-3095

Beth-El Community Church
115 N. F St. • Milford • 761-3610

Sunday School ...........................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........................................10:30 a.m.
Sr. High Youth (Select Sundays) ................................6:00 p.m.
Jr. High Youth (Select Sundays) ................................6:30 p.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
101 Maple St. • Pleasant Dale • 795-3885

Pastor Tim Gall • www.pleasantdalelutheran.com
Sunday Worship .........................................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study..................................................10:30 a.m.

East Fairview Mennonite Church
508 280th • Milford • 761-2836

Senior Pastor Kyle Roth • 641-8100
Associate Pastor Brad Roth • 641-7962

Sunday School ...........................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........................................10:20 a.m.
Prayer Meeting ................................................ Wed., 7:00 p.m.

Family Life Assembly of God
303 S. A St. • Milford • 761-2664

Pastor Lamoin Lytle • familylifemilford.com
Sunday Worship .......................................................10:00 a.m.
RoundTable Discussion Live (Sunday)......................6:00 p.m.
KidLife (Wednesday) .................................................6:00 p.m.
Vertical Youth (Wednesday) .......................................6:00 p.m.
RoundTable Discussion Review (Wednesday). .........6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2668 Pioneers Road (1 mi. west of Milford) • 761-3146

Pastor Steve Stork
www.goodshepherd-milford.org

Sunday Adult Bible Study .......................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ....................................................10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study ...................................... Thurs., 8:30 a.m.
Kids’ Bible Classes, Pre-K through 6th grade
.......................... (during school year) Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class... (during school year) Wednesday night

Grace Missionary Church
501 Fairway Drive • Milford • 761-2084

Senior Pastor Andy Petro • andypetro.mwd@gmail.com
Associate Pastor Levi Petro • leviticuspetro@outlook.com

www.gracemissionary.org
Sunday School .......................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ...................................................................... 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Prayer (Tuesday) .......................................................7:00 p.m.
Awana K–6th Grade (Wednesday during school year).............7:00 p.m. 
Youth Jr. High (Wednesday at Bellwood) .................................6:15 p.m.
Youth Sr. High (Wednesday at Bellwood) ................................7:30 p.m. 

Milford Mennonite Church
920 Third St. • Milford • 761-2244

Pastor Tim Springer
milfordmennonite@gmail.com

Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ....................................................10:00 a.m.

The Gathering Table – free meal for anyone
2nd & 4th Thursday, 5:30-7:00 p.m.

Milford United Methodist Church
610 Second St. • Milford • 761-2375

Pastor Angela DeFisher
umcmilfordne@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/MilfordUnitedMethodistChurch
Little Leaps of Faith • 402-761-3380

Sunday School  .......................................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship  ...................................................10:30 a.m.
Community Food Pantry  .....................Call for AppointmentSome churches have resumed services 

with restrictions. Please check with the 
church before attending any services. To find out how to list your church, call 402-643-3676.

Merry 
Christmas!

from

Joe, Deann & Karen

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
    

Joe Schluckebier
Premier Real Estate

We're really grateful 
to have friends and 
neighbors like you!

Premier Real Estate
Joe Schluckebier
Brian Schweitzer

Vicki Tucker

A Message 
to Our 
Valued 
Customers
We’d like to say thanks,
and best wishes too.
For making our year so special,
we’re grateful to all of you!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
From Our Entire Team!

MILFO D PHARMACYMILFOyD PHARMACY
“Locally Owned Hometown Service”

Charlie Pierce R.P.
610 1st Street Milford

761-2222

Charlie, Angie & Tracy

Holiday Deadline

and Closing

for the publication date of

JANUARY 6, 2021
is 9:00 a.m., THURSDAY, DEC. 31

Our Seward office will close at
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31

and will be closed
Friday, Jan. 1, 2021.

ADVERTISING & NEWS
DEADLINE

PO Box 723, Milford, NE 68405  |  402-761-2911

Obituary Real estate
Information taken 

from records filed with 
the Seward County clerk.

Dec. 4 – 16
Adam Fritz and The-

resa N. Fritz to Adam 
J. Fritz and Theresa 
N. Fritz, co-trustees of 
the Adam J. Fritz and 
Theresa N. Fritz Family 
Trust, W1/2 NE1/425-12-
1 and W1/2 SE1/4 25-12-
1. DS exempt.

Jim D. Justa and 
Rebecca S. Justa and 
David L. Justa and 
Steven A. Justa to Gar-
rett Vanis and Ashley 
Vanis, a tract of land in 
the W1/2 NE1/4 14-10-3. 
DS $267.75

Jim D. Justa and 
Rebecca S. Justa and 
David L. Justa and Ste-
ven A. Justa to Steven 
R. Classen and Lori L. 
Classen, a tract of land 
in the W1/2 NE1/4 14-10-
3. DS 1,100.25

Jim D. Justa and 
Rebecca S. Justa and 
David L. Justa and Ste-
ven A. Justa to Marvin 
J. Classen and Norma 
Jane Classen, a tract of 
land in the E1/2 NE1/4 
14-10-3. DS $1,309.50

Vernon D. Curtis 
and Sandra S. Curtis 
to Mitch Springer and 
Tosha Springer, N1/2 
NW1/4 NW1/4 33-10-3. 
DS $292.50

Gordon Tannahill to 
Vernon D. Curtis and 
Sandra Sue Curtis, a 
tract of land in the W1/2 
SW1/4 11-10-3. DS $57.25

Tegtmeier Invest-
ments, LLC, to Brian A. 
Gauthier and Amanda 
A. Gauthier, Lot 4 and 

the north 33 feet, four 
inches of Lot 5, Block 
33, Cloyd's Addition to 
Seward. DS $391.50

Jim D. Justa and 
Rebecca S. Justa and 
David L. Justa and 
Steven A. Justa to HBH 
Farms, LLC, a tract of 
land in the NE1/4 4-10-3. 
DS $1,692

Timothy E. Hun-
tington and Kari L. 
Huntington to Katie 
M. Groth, all of Lot 2, 
except the south 194 
feet thereof, Block 1, 
Sunny Side Addition to 
Seward. DS $427.50

Jim D. Justa and 
Rebecca S. Justa and 
David L. Justa and 
Steven A. Justa to Allen 
J. Luebbe and Lynn R. 
Soloway, W1/2 SE1/4 
2-10-3. DS $1,296

Dennis R. Wren to 
REO Enterprises, LLC, 
Lots 11-12, Block 29, 
Wright's Second Addi-
tion to Utica, DS $123.75

Timothy V. Wade and 
Tiffany J. Wade to Jacob 
E. Hubble and Jessica L. 
Hubble, Lots 4-6, Block 
6, Wrigthts Third Addi-
tion to Utica. DS $54

Linda K. Graff and 
David M. Pavel to Kylie 
R. Cain and Brandon 
M. Cain, Lot 22, south 
10 feet of Lots 1-5 and 
the south 10 feet of the 
east 15 feet of Lot 6 in 
Block 6, original town of 
Goehner. DS $272.25

Building Seward, 
LLC, to Kenneth C. 
Owens and Sharon L. 
Owens, Lot 7, Block 1, 
Fairway Woods Addi-
tion, Seward. DS $99

Jim Justa and Rebec-
ca S. Justa to MRL Fam-
ily Limited Partnership, 
E1/2 SE1/4 2-10-3. DS 
$1,404

Candace B. Shepard 
to Troy L. Berner, W1/2 
of Lots 1-3, Block 8, 
original town of Staple-
hurst. DS $67.50

Web Development, 
LLC, to Mitchell L. 
Happ and Alicia M. 
Happ, Lot 21, Block 1, 
Ridge Run Fourth Addi-
tion to Seward. DS $171

Elaine R. Luethke 
to Gary L. Jewell and 
Mary J. Jewel, a tract 
of land in Lots 10-11, 
Block 2, Schlueter 
Heights First Addition 
to Seward. $506.25

Steven D. Knox and 
Barbara J. Knox to 
Micky A. Shepard and 
Brenda E. Shepard, Lot 
6, Block 2, Bader-Ji-
rovsky Sixth Addition 
to Seward. DS $675

Charles W. Price and 
Joan K. Price to Jason 
A. Jarzynka and Kelly 
K. Jarzynka, a tract of 
land in the E1/2 SW1/4 
6-10-2. DS $767.25

Dolores A. Bader and 
Gary Bader to B & V 
Exchange, NE1/4 27-12-1. 
DS $1,559.25

Brandon L. Roth and 

Ashley J. Roth to Jacob 
Riley and Kelsie Riley, 
west 10 feet of Lot 2 and 
all of Lot 3, Block 1, Davi-
son and Culver’s Addition 
to Milford. DS $371.25

Geoffrey Ben Ew-
ing and Lillian Kathy 
Ewing to Alex D. Jor-
gensen and Crystal 
A. Jorgensen, Lot 11, 
Cannon First Addition 
to Seward. DS $591.75

Melissa Reamer and 
James Reamer to Pat-
rick E. Murphy, Lots A 
and B, Administrative 
Replat of Lots 7-9 and ½ 
of vacated alley abutting 
thereon, Harris Moffitt 
and Roberts Addition to 
Seward. DS $348.75

Charlotte M. Besse to 
Robert E. Bounds and 
Debra L. Bounds, Lots 
5-6, Block 84, Harris, 
Moffitt and Roberts 
Addition to Seward, DS 
$236.25

Naomi G. Luebbe to 
Bruce Luebbe, SE1/4 13-
10-1. DS exempt

Clayton D. Kent, Rus-
sel C. Kent and Mary 
Kent, Carlene M. Schulz 
and Sharon J. Mueller 
to James Reamer and 
Melissa Reamer, Lot 2, 
Wake Second Addition 
to Seward. DS $661.50

County court
Information taken 

from Seward County 
Court records.

Nov. 9-13
Christopher R. Noyes, 

33, Bellevue, possess/
consume open alcohol 
container, $50 fine;  fail 
to appear or comply 
with citation, $100 fine.

Dallas W. Clark, 24, 
Seward, possess or use 
drug paraphernalia, 
$100 fine.

Rachele E. Smith, 23, 

Grand Island, possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, 
$100 fine.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

Our Best Wishes 
for a

Happy Holiday!
We hope your holiday season is rich in love, friendship, joy and 
good fortune. Thanks for being such great friends and neighbors. 

We feel blessed to be a part of this wonderful community.
Merry Christmas!

Going Once, Going Twice…

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian Schweitzer 402.641.1266 

Scott Jelinek 402.429.9814
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MakingSENSEof keepingCENTSin ourcommunity!

SHOP Milford
Support MILFORD

410 S. Hwy 6 – Milford, NE
(402) 761-2872

Follow us

stopnshopne.com

MILFOyD PHARMACY
“Locally owned . . .hometown service”

Charlie Pierce R.P. • 610 1st St. • Milford, NE 
402-761-2222

We carry

CANDLES & HOME DECOR

Runza® is a registered trade/service mark of Runza National, Inc.

$1 OFF A
COMBO MEAL

Valid at the Milford Runza® Restaurant location only. One coupon per person or car per visit. 
Substitutions and additions extra. Please present this coupon before ordering. Not valid with any other 
coupon or special discount. Expires 12/31/2020

Shop Local   

Your Path to Possible
Beatrice   Lincoln   Milford   Online

www.southeast.edu

PO Box 449 • Seward, NE 68434
402-761-2911 

www.milfordtimes.net

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

ilford
Dental

CL IN IC  P.C.

Dental

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

Dental

112 South B St.
Milford, NE
402-761-2351

www.milfordnedentist.com

Accepting
new patients 

of all ages

522 1st St. 
Milford

402-761-2145

1389 Progressive Rd.
Seward

402-643-2915

Midwest
Auto Parts

508 First St • Milford
402-761-3100

YOUR BUSINESS 
FEATURED HERE

Call 402-643-3676
Since 1968

ehlerstv@ehlerstv.com • www.ehlerstv.com

DISH • Cell Phone Boosters • Security Cameras • HD TVs
Truck Accessories • Remote Starters • Home & Car Stereos

Internet Solutions • Smart Home Accessories

321 Jackson Ave. 
Seward, NE
402-643-2560

923 238th Road • Milford • 402-761-2183

Now Hiring
FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME

WHICH INCLUDES EVERY OTHER WEEKEND 

STUDENT NIGHT
EVERY MONDAY 4-10 p.m.

1/2 PRICE 1-TOPPING PIZZA

(JR. HIGH–COLLEGE)

402-761-2110

402-761-2911
www.milfordtimes.net

AVOID

Crowded places,

Close contact, and

Confined spaces.

Even snowmen avoid the 3Cs. 

Slow The Spread

Spread Joy, NoT CoVId

An investor should consider the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses 
associated with municipal fund securities before investing. This and other important information 
is contained in the NEST Direct College Savings Plan Program Disclosure Statement (issuer’s 
official statement), which can be obtained at NEST529.com and should be read carefully before 
investing. An investor should consider, before investing, whether the investor’s or beneficiary’s 
home state offers any state tax or other state benefits such as financial aid, scholarship funds, 
and protection from creditors that are only available for investments in such state’s 529 plan.

Not FDIC Insured* 
No Bank Guarantee 

May Lose Value
(*Except the Bank Savings Static 

 Investment Option Underlying Investment)

The dreams of Nebraska kids are as unique as the places 
they’re from. And no matter where they’re going, an 
education will set them in the right direction. Start saving 
for it now with a NEST 529 plan — and set them up to soar. 

Open an account in 10 minutes at NEST529.com.

N403-066068-0 FY20 Brand ReLaunch Print Ad (BW)
Trim: 3.79" x 6"    Bleed: --     Live: --

BW
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3%ISO 12647-7 Digital Control Strip 2009

SIZE A 153 Nebraska Newspapers

Save Time & Money!

*Statewide coverage for less than $6.41 per publication. Regional ads 
also available in Central, Northeast, Southeast or Western Nebraska.

Nebraska 2x2 Display Ad Network
www.nebpress.com

Advertise in this amount of space for 

readers! Contact your local newspaper 
only $975*. Reach over 490,000 Nebraska 

for more information or call 1-800-369-2850.   

Dear Santa,
I want rally rally 

rally bad is an ipod
thanke you, 
Love, Heide

Dear Santa
I think I have been 

a good girl this year. I 
hope you have a great 
Christmas this year. 
I made a list of things 
I want for Christmas 
down below so …. That 
is all I have to say I 
hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year.

I want the Nintendo 
switch light (pink)

I want Nintendo 
switch games please 
(especially Mario cart).

I want so many 
squishes.

I want makeup (any 
makeup and a lot of it) 
and can I have founda-
tion?

I want fluffy pillows 
and fluffy blankets.

I want new earbuds 
or air pods

Lol dolls and anoth-
er things like that.

And anything you 
think I might like.

PS I super dooper 
want the Nintendo 
switch light (pink) 
please. And the games 
that come with the 
Nintendo also.

Love, Isabella

Dear Santa, sorry 
if my spelling is not 
correct. This is my 
Christmas wish.

Butter slime, Elf on 
the shelf pink, Nin-
tendo switch light teal 
or pink, Lol, Got to 
go flamingo, Scuffles 
loves, Make up And 
any other thing wut I 
might want

Love, Abigail

Dear Santa
I have ben rile good 

this year. I want a AG 
Doll named Julie for 
Christmas.

From … Emerson

Merry Christmas
Batman car and 

Joker, Transformer 
costume, Joker car, 
Stuffed animal bald 
eagle, Stuffed animal 
goat,

Hulk costume
Love, Drake

Dear Santa. I know 
I haven't been to good. 
I'm going to try to be 
better. Even though I 
haven't been to good 
here is what I want for 
Christmas. An Ameri-
can Girl doll that looks 
like me, art supplies, 
puzzles with 100 to 
1,000 pieces, scrunch-

ies and a no sew quilt 
to make and a hawkeye 
hat with a puffy ball on 
top, hawkeye pajamas 
and hawkeye sweat 
pants with pockets.

Merry Christmas 
Santa

from Addison

Dear Santa
Please bring race-

track, bike, basketball, 
Playdoh kitchen set, 
Alphabet movie, walk-
ie talkie, candy

Love Wyatt

Santa
Motorcycle toy, four 

wheeler, horses
Love, Harper

Dear Santa, I want 
for Christmas please 
may I have Baby Alive, 
Baby Grow Up and ViP 
Pets and a purple spar-
kling unicorn stuffed 
animal and curly girls.

From: Kacey

Dear Santa
This is Grayson and 

this year I am 4 years 
old. All year long I 
have been nice. For 
Christmas this year 
I would like a Power 
Ranger Robot, shark 
remote control monster 
truck, Rudolph toys 
and a bumble snow 
globe.

Merry Christmas 
Santa

Love, Grayson

deaR SaNta
I want a remote con-

trol monster truck
I want a lego city 

great forest tractor
Lego jurassic world
Lego skid steer
Sometimes I help my 

sister when she gets 
hurt and sometimes I 
help my dad if he gets 
hurt and sometimes 
I'm good.

I promise to be a 
kind person.

Jayce

Dear Santa
I want an electric 

scooter and a dog.
Abe

Dear Santa,
drone, Fort Nite 

Nerf gun, watch, Nerf 
bullets. PC computer, 
Nerf revoitinator

Love, Reid

Dear Santa
yoyo, camera, hat, 

LOL
Love, Reagan

Dear Santa
How are you? How 

are your reindeer? 
How is the North Pole? 
This year for Christ-

mas I want things to 
decorate my room. I have 
been really good this 
year.

Love, Brooklyn

Dear Santa
Hello, Santa. It's 

almost Christmas. I'm 
so excited but I don't no 
if I'll be on the nice list. 
There is something I re-
aly want for Christmas. 
I don't know if you can 
make iut come trew but 
it would mean a lot if you 
did. I want for corona vi-
res to go away but if you 
can't do it, I would like a 
long board pleas.

From Zoey

Dear Santa Claus.
This year for Christ-

mas I would like new 
clothes, a desk (white 
please!!), a really soft 
blanket, some fancy art 
pens and markers (that 
my brother can't get 
to!!!) and a phone I really 
want one!!!!! and the last 
thing is a puppy. I know 
that you're like a puppy, 
are you crazy!!!!! but if 

you got me one I would 
be so happy and this 
would be the best Christ-
mas ever!!!!

From the girl who is 
hopefully on the nice list

Adalee

Dear Santa Claus.
This year for Christ-

mas I would like my 
own scooter, a Ma-
homes football card, a 
desk (dark blue-please) 
accessories for the desk, 
a really soft blanket and 
the last thing is a weiner 
dog that would make my 
Christmas and it would 
be the best Christmas 
ever (if you would not 
mind, I would like it to 
be a boy!!!!).

Merry Christmas,
Love, Easton

Dear Santa,
This Christmas I am 

9 years old and I have 
been nice. My Christmas 
wishes are NBA things 
and Google Play Store 
gift cards.

Brock

Dear Santa,
My name is Judge and 

I am 6 years old. This 
year, I have been very 
nice. For Christmas, 
please bring me Nerf 
guns, Marvel metal 
guys, Legos, waders, 
fishing lures and a pellet 
gun.

Love, Judge

Dear Santa,
My name is Eastyn 

and I am 9 years old. 
This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christ-
mas, please bring me 
legos, toy surprises, 
fidget toys, stress balls.

Love, Eastyn

Hover Board, XBox 
360 games, foosball table, 
elbow/knee pads, ping 
pong table, pool table, 
1,000 golf balls, big gold 
driver nice

Milo

Hover Board, foosball 
table, ping pong table, 
pool table, Xbox 360 
games, Legos, cat, ski 
googles, fruit by the foot, 
golf putter and golf balls 
driver

Eli

Santa, my name is 
Landon. I am 5 years old. 
I would like Roblox toys 
to hold and play with. 
Also some coins – Robux

Landon

Santa, I want a Bendy 
and the ink machine 
game for Xbox one, 
Peppa Pig, new tree 

house,Pop the Pig, a 
camera, a clock for my 
room, race car track, 
hot wheels, new clothes, 
gloves and hats, a new 
TV and remote.

(unclear name) 5-year-
old twin of Landon

Dear Santa, my name 
is Caleb. I am 8 years 
old. My phone screen is 
cracked from a sledding 
accident. Please bring 
me a new one, Iron Man 
helmet, Iron Man suit, 
Spider Man webshooters 
and a Captain America 
electromagnetic shield.

Caleb

Cora's Christmas list
Surfboard and puppy, 

pogostick and paint set 
and Christmas clothes.

I am Cora

Dear Santa,
I want a toy Bernese 

Mountain Dog. I have 
been good.

Love, Hannah

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this 

year I want V-Bucks, 
I need shirts, I'll wear 
Adidas, I'll read Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid but I'd re-
ally love it if you would 
bring me V-Bucks.

Love, Robert

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this 

year I want a PS4, I need 
pans, I'll wear Cios and 
I'll read Diry of a Pug but 
I'd really love it if you 

would bring me a PS4.
Love, Aiden

What I wont for crismis 
is for coronavirus to go 
away

(unclear name)

Ayvah's list
Most wanted, laptop 

that's not slow, moter bike 
(like Kalli), fake glue on 
nails, rose scented body 
soap, jewerly for neck/wrist 
and a Robux gift card.

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I'd like an 

air hockey table, a squishy 
mate in my stocking, elec-
tric football and thats all 
the stuff I want.

From Hunter

Dear Santa, I want a lot 
of football cards, baseball 
cards and basket ball cards. 
Maybe get something for 
Elley to.

Sincerly Riter

Dear Santa
I want a puppy and a 

crystal
From: Josie

To Santa
From Hazel
LOL dolls, surprise bath 

bomb, cozy slippers, Ipad 
and charger, LOL ball, 
dress crown makeup and 
Barbies.

Go cart, phone, Pokemon 
cards, giant RC car, the 
password to my Robix ac-
count, hover board, I pad.

Love, Cassidy

Dear Santa
For Christmas this year 

there are lots of things I 
want but to make it eas-
ier for you, I picked out 
some that I really want. 
A telescope, body pillow, 
skateboard, an American 
Girl doll (with pierced ears), 
Jetson Plasma hoverboard, 
Elf on the Shelf, Echo Dot 
Kids Edition Panda, a gui-
tar case for my guitar.

The last thing I want is 
a real life guinea pig, not 
a stuffed animal. It is OK 
if you can't get that for me 
though, Merry Christmas

Love, Ella

Dear Santa
My name is Beau and I'm 

8 years old. For Christmas 

this year I want V-Bucks, 
I need pants, I'll wear 
clothes, I'll read dog man 
but i'd really love it if you 
would bring me a TV.

Love, Beau

Dear Santa,
I have bin vare good 

Santa. I have been some 
places to see you. Can 
you giv me a scooter?

Acelyn

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl 

this year. I would like a 
Sonic Movie and Legos. I 
will leave treats for you!

Love, Emerson

Dear Santa,
My name is Cora and 

I would like a Rapunzel 
doll, color pencils, pens, 
a small gater, Christmas 
socks, Mickey Mouse 
clothes and a blanket.

Love, Cora
 
Dear Santa,
I want a tree car, 20 

Pepsis, coal for a snow-
man, a Chiefs jersey and 
a Nerf Gun.

Love, Henry
 
Dear Santa,
My name is Makenzie. 

What I would like for 
Christmas is a 20-pound 
tank for my gecko includ-
ing a heating mat, lamp, 
lizard hammock. I would 
like a white blanket, new 
clothes and navy blue 
comforter. Thank you.

Love, Makenzie
 
Dear Santa,
My name is Jeplin and 

I am 11 years old. This 
year, I have been very 
nice. For Christmas, 
please bring me writing 
sheets, boots and a motor 
helicopter.

Love, Jeplin
 
Dear Santa,
For Christmas, I 

would like Pokemon 
cards, Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid, The Deep End, a 
Nintendo Switch, Nerf 
gun, BeyBlades, Hot 
Wheels track, Jurassic 
World Lego set, Pokemon 
action figures, PC please, 
Roblox gift card, Mine-
craft Lego set and gift 
card and Bakugan.

Love, Luke

Santa Letters Santa Letters

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers and get your 
message to over 483,000 readers!

Contact this newspaper for more information 
or call 1-800-369-2850.

OnePress 2x2 Display Ad Network

— Statewide coverage for $6.41*/publication —
Regional ads also available in central, southeast, northeast or 

western Nebraska. Additional sizes available.
*Statewide cost is just $975.

CONNECTING YOU TO NEBRASKA

COURTESY PHOTO

Along with the numerous letters sent to Santa from Seward County and beyond, some children included drawn 
pictures or coloring pages. Although we could only include a few, the staff at the Milford Times enjoyed looking at 
each and every one of them. 
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, family status, or national 
origin, or an intention, to make such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Family status includes children under the 
age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant 
women and people securing custody of children under 18.

 The Milford Times will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-642-6112. http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

For Rent

Real Estate

ARKETPLACEM
Help Wanted

M A I N T E N A N C E  P E R S O N 
NEEDED. Apply at the office. 
2245 Heather Drive, Crete. 402-
826-2568.

Seeking HOME HEALTH AIDE for 
elderly woman, rural Milford. 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. Excellent pay. CNA 
experience necessary. 402-
429-3095

Saline County Hwy Supt. and 
Planning and Zoning/Weed 
Control is accepting applications 
for a SECRETARY for 32/40 
hours per week. Application 
forms may be obtained from 
the office of the Highway Supt., 
Courthouse, 215 South High, 
Wilber, Ne. 68465. Applications 
must be returned no later than 
5:00 pm, January 4, 2021. For 
more information call Bruce 
Filipi at 402-821-2737.

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN/LPN – Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred.  Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills, 
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic 
nursing experience preferred.  RN/LPN licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

CNA – Nights: Full-time CNA Night position 5 pm – 5 am. Flexible scheduling includes every 
third weekend and holiday rotation. CNA licensure and BLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Hospital Nursing Supervisor – Night Shift: Full-time Hospital Nursing Supervisor 
– Night Shift. This position is a working supervisor that is responsible for providing managerial 
support in the operation of patient care in the hospital, and manages a combination of licensed 
and/or certified professional staff. RN, BSN preferred with related experience and/or training. RN 
licensure and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

Director of Quality Programs: Full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for 
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating 
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor Science 
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related 
experience.  —Memorial Hospital

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening     
    Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Activities Director                 

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Cook: FT Evenings
| • Dietary Aide: FT

Chartwells Dining Services at Concordia University

NOW HIRING EVENING
AND WEEKEND SHIFTS

We offer excellent benefits, flexible scheduling and a proud 
commitment of service to the Seward Community. If you want to 

join an exciting, fast-paced team, don’t hesitate to apply. Application 
process is entirely online.

Apply at: https://compassgroupcareers.com/ 
and enter “68434” in the “Search by location” box

to see available openings. Call 402-643-7351 for assistance.

• Shift Supervisors
• Cooks
• Food Service Workers
• Quick Serve Workers

Compass Group is the leader in foodservice management and support 
services. By combining fresh ideas with the industry’s greatest talent, 

we continue to set the standards for food and service excellence.

People are at the heart of our business. It is the inclusion of talented, 
loyal, passionate and diverse people working together to bring 

Compass Group from Good to Great!

is searching for:
Operations Coordinator – Campus & IT - Milford

Learning Center Coordinator - York
Enterprise Systems Specialist - Milford

Job detail/application:
https://southeast.peopleadmin.com

SCC is an EO Employer

• 3 Part-time medication aide; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts
You will primarily be responsible for administering or assisting in the administration of 
medication and treatments in accordance with a resident’s health care provider’s orders. 
You will also be responsible for assisting residents with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) and 
Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (iADLs), providing general supervision, and respecting 
residents’ rights and needs of choice.

• 3 Part-time caregiver; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts 
Caregiver, you will be responsible for assisting residents with their daily routines 
while treating all with dignity and respect. You will provide person-centered care 
that is tailored to meet the needs of each resident in a fun and friendly community.  
Responsibilities:
• Provide quality resident care as indicated on the care plan
• Promote residents’ independence
• Provide assistance with housekeeping and laundry
• Participate in community’s Life Enrichment Activities, events, and outings,  
   while encouraging residents to attend
• Additional duties as assigned

We are passionate about providing quality care for our
residents and offer competitive wages and benefits.

Apply online at www.enlivant.com or call Greene Place at (402) 643-9111.
Greene Place is an equal opportunity employer. 600 Church St., Seward

138 N. 16th Street
P.O. Box 328 » Blair, NE

402-426-2121
enterprisepub.biz

OFFICE ASSISTANT
The SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT is seeking 
billing and accounts receivable help. Need good 
computer skills and some basic bookkeeping background 
or education along with good customer relations skills.

Compensation plan includes, health insurance, 401K, 
paid vacation, holidays, and personal days all while 
working in a fun, progressive environment.

Tell us about yourself and why you’d be the right fi t for 
this opportunity by  submitting resumés to: 

Shauna Gerke, bookkeeping@enterprisepub.com
Enterprise Media Group, Blair, NE 68008.

 NDEPENDENT
S E W A R D •  C O U N T YI

129 S. 6th St. • PO Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

402-643-3676 
sewardindependent.com

The Seward Independent is seeking office help. 
Duties include assisting customers, answering 
phones, data entry and general office tasks. Must be 
detail-oriented, organized and willing to be part of 
the team. Outstanding customer service is essential!

Compensation plan includes health insurance, 
401(k), paid vacation, holidays and personal days, all 
while working in a fun, progressive environment.

Tell us about yourself and why you’d be the right fit 
for this opportunity by submitting resumés to:

Shauna Gerke, bookkeeping@enterprisepub.com
Enterprise Media Group, Blair, NE 68008

1014 1st Street, Milford
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1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
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B A N K R U P T C Y :  F R E E 
consultation. Lowest rates. 
No office visit required. As 
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy 
firm, we have helped thousands 
of clients file bankruptcy in 
all 93 Nebraska counties. 
We can Stop garnishments 
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to 
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 Free Pork Chops 
and 4 Free Chicken Breasts. 
Order The Omaha Steaks 
Classic - Only $129.99. Call 
1-855-993-6208, mention 
code 66762AVC or visit www.
OmahaSteaks.com/dinner43. 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
Easy, One Day updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-596-6325.

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case. 
Call 1-866-818-0868. Free 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St. 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar).

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167. 

INVENTORS: FREE information 
package. Have your product 
idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development 
p r o s  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o 
manufacturers. Call 1-877-581-
2504 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation. 

PITTMAN & DAVIS. Mixed-fruit 
medley for the Holidays! Give 
the gift of Winter Sunshine! 
6 Rio Ruby Red Gems. 4 Tiny 
Tim Navels. 6 Mini Fuji Apples. 
Call Now and Save 33% off. 
Pay just $19.99. Free Shipping! 
Call 1-888-461-1368 to order 
item MXSP and mention code 
PNVH-E167 for savings or visit 
pittmandavis.com/ME167. 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - Not just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your Free Dental information 
kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149, www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258. 

EARTHLINK H IGH Speed 
Internet. As low as $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months). 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earthlink 
today, 1-844-254-0368. 

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

INVITATION FOR Bids. The Clay 
County Board of Supervisors 
will accept sealed bids until 
February 23, 2021, in the office 
of the Clay County Clerk, Clay 
County Courthouse, 111 West 
Fairfield Street, Clay Center, 
NE 68933. The bids will be 
opened on March 16, 2021, 
during the regularly scheduled 
board meeting. Bids will be 
for complete inspection and 
restoration of exterior of 
courthouse and may include 
some interior work. Bidders 
are encouraged to arrange 
an on site inspection. The 
county reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. Please 
mark envelopes according to 
enclosed bid. Please contact 
Mike Carroll at 402-762-5329 
for more information. 

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand on all your favorite 
screens. Choice Package, 
$64.99/month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/month is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124. 

HIGH-SPEED Internet.  We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-888-326-
3360.

THE COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K in debt? Credit Cards, 
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call 
National Debt Relief! We can 
help! Get a Free debt relief 
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927. 

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call  Thrasher Foundation 
Repair. A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, fai l ing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty  crawl  spaces. 
Free Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-3431.

FAMILY MEDICINE clinic lab 
tech or phlebotomist, full-time. 
Hours 9-5 Monday through 
Friday. Requires associate or 
bachelor’s degree in medical 
technology; ASCP eligible; 
phlebotomy skills. Competitive 
pay scale, excellent benefits. 
Apply online at JCHealthandLife.
org/careers/

Statewides
1 & 2  BR Garden  leve l 
APARTMENTS in Seward.  Call 
for details. 402-641-2580

1 ,  2  a n d  3  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. No 
pets. No smoking. Also garages 
for rent. Located at 22nd and 
Ivy-Crete. 402-310-8030

Rent Sokol Hall for various 
social and business functions. 
Hall is air-conditioned and 
handicap accessible. Contact 
Lumir Sukovaty at 402-821-
2429 or Leon Slama at 402-
239-2857.  For  kolaches, 
contact Joan Kotas at 402-
821-2971.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
New kitchen, dishwasher, stove, 
refrigerator, fireplace & A/C. 
Laundry available. $475 p/
mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 515 
South 2nd St-Seward. Call 402-
641-2584.



Minutes
Board of Education

Regular Meeting
Milford Elementary School

P.O. Box C
Milford, NE 68405

Monday, December 14, 2020
7:00 PM

Jessica Dunlap: Present
Ned Pauley: Present
Tony Roth: Present
Craig Shaw: Present
Jim Stahly: Present
David Welsch: Present
1. Milford Public Schools Board of 
Education Information
2. Opening Procedures
2.1. Call to Order, Roll Call
2 .2 .  Excuse Absent  Board 
Members (if needed)
2.3. Open Meeting Law
2.4. Additions to Agenda
2.5. Welcome and Introduction 
of Visitors
Nick Restau, Teacher
2.6. Community Input
3. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented Passed with 
a motion by Jessica Dunlap and a 
second by Ned Pauley.
Jessica Dunlap: Yea, Ned Pauley: 
Yea, Tony Roth: Yea, Craig Shaw: 
Yea, Jim Stahly: Yea, David 
Welsch: Yea
3.1. Approve Minutes of Previous 
Meeting - November 9th, 2020
3.2. Approve Payment of Claims
4. Reports
4.1. Administrative Reports
Elementary Pr inc ipal :  Mrs. 
Har tman shared ind iv idua l 
elementary accomplishments. She 
discussed the Cold Hands Warm 
Hearts Project and gingerbread 
houses.
Secondary Principal: Mr. Mowinkel 
shared individual and group 
accomplishments. He discussed 
winter sports, semester tests, and 
the holiday basketball tournament.
Director of Learning: Dr. Kubicek 
discussed the January 4th staff 
in-service, external team visit, 
teacher book study, and the MAP-
Reading Assessment and MAP 
Reading Fluency.
Superintendent: Mr. Wingard 
included NASBs Monthly Update. 
He shared the Nebraska State 
Board of Education declined to 
act on NSEA’s Rule 62 petition. He 
congratulated Brandon Mowinkel 
on finishing his specialist degree 
and Cory Hartman for finishing 
her principal’s endorsement. He 
discussed the 2021 legislative 
session. Mr. Wingard pointed out 
the upcoming NASB and NRCSA 
trainings and future meetings.
4.2. Review/Discuss Grade Level 
Student Enrollment Report
K-6 is at 419
7-8 is at 126
9-12 is at 221
K-12 is at 766
4.3. Reports/Discussion on the 
NASB State Convention
4.4. Review/Discuss Initial 2021-
2022 Master Calendar
Mr. Wingard presented a rough 
draft for the 2021-2022 school 
year.
4.5. Striv Update - Nick Restau
 Mr. Restau discussed and 
answered questions regarding 
Striv.
4.6. COVID-19 Report
Mr.  Wingard discussed the 
district’s COVID numbers, the 
end of the semester schedule 
change, remote learning, testing 
in Seward, guideline changes and 
reduced quarantines, activities, 
the Governor’s directed health 
measures, and NSAA guidelines.
4.7. Discuss State Funding for 
Public Education
President Welsch discussed 
legislative issues.
5. Board Commentary
President Welsch thanked the 
administration, the teaching staff, 
and support staff for all their hard 

work in keeping school in session.
6. Unfinished Business
6 . 1 .  D i s c u s s / A c t  o n 
Superintendent’s Evaluation
Moved to Executive Session.
M o t i o n  t o  A p p r o v e  t h e 
Superintendent’s Evaluation 
Passed with a motion by Jim 
Stahly and a second by Jessica 
Dunlap. Jessica Dunlap: Yea, Ned 
Pauley: Yea, Tony Roth: Yea, Craig 
Shaw: Yea, Jim Stahly: Yea, David 
Welsch: Yea
Moved to Executive Session.
7. New Business
7.1.  Recognize the Mi l ford 
Education Association as the 
Bargaining Agent Representing 
the Certified Teaching Staff
Motion to Recognize the Milford 
Education Association as the 
Bargaining Agent Representing 
the Certified Teaching Staff Passed 
with a motion by Jim Stahly and a 
second by Ned Pauley.
Jessica Dunlap: Yea, Ned Pauley: 
Yea, Tony Roth: Yea, Craig Shaw: 
Yea, Jim Stahly: Yea, David 
Welsch: Yea
8. Executive Session
8.1. Executive Session (if needed)
Motion to move into Executive 
Session to discuss Passed with a 
motion by Jessica Dunlap and a 
second by Ned Pauley.
Jessica Dunlap: Yea, Ned Pauley: 
Yea, Tony Roth: Yea, Craig Shaw: 
Yea, Jim Stahly: Yea, David 
Welsch: Yea
9. Adjourn
President Welsch adjourned the 
meeting at 8:31 p.m.
Tammy Salyer
Recording Secretary
Kevin Wingard
Sueprintendent

December Expenditures
Quadient Leasing USA, Inc., 
$239 .58 ;  Advanced  Off i ce 
Automation Inc, $77.47; Amazon 
Capital Services, $3,560.09; Best 
Buy Business Advantage Account, 
$597.00 ;  B ishop Bus iness 
$259.00; Bobs Service, $50.00; 
Bontrager, Craig L, $8.00; Casey’s 
General Stores Inc, $301.62; 
Central Nebraska Rehabilitation 
Services, $151.15; CiT, $162.70; 
Ci ty Of Mi l ford,  $2,559.00; 
Computer Hardware, $35.00; 
Cornhusker International Trucks 
Inc, $3,518.07; D B Nebraska, 
$430.00; DAS State Accounting, 
$232.49; Dave Welsch, $36.53; 
Eakes Office Solutions, $1,086.80; 
ECES Inc Campbell Cleaning, 
$10,826.50; Educational Service 
Unit #6, $3,658.47; etr., $2,844.75; 
Ewell Educational Services, 
$325.00; Farmers Cooperative, 
$2,153.22; First National Bank 
Omaha 5349, $47.88; First National 
Bank Omaha 7046, $480.27; 
First National Bank Omaha 
8694, $0.99; First National Bank 
Omaha 9746, $613.80; Gregory, 
Mallory K, $364.42; HireRight, 
LLC, $281.40; HometownLeasing, 
$925.56; Husker Sew Vac, INC, 
$1,137.00; Jan Meehl, $1,526.76; 
Jennifer Nantkes, $520.37; JW 
Pepper & Son Inc, $1,206.63; 
Kidwell, $11,657.50; Kiner Supply 
Company, $411.08; Krauter Bosn 
Service Co, $916.00; KSB School 
Law, PC LLO, $55.00; Lytle, Lamoin 
E, $8.00; Main Street Market, 
$111.15; Matheson Tri-Gas Inc, 
$514.73; Menards - Lincoln North, 
$39.09; Midwest Auto Parts Inc - 
Milford, $35.18; Midwest Sound 
& Lighting Inc, $75.50; Mierau 
& Co, P.C., $5,175.00; Milford 
A/C & Appliance Inc, $82.50; 
NCSA, $165.00; NE Association 
of School Boards, $1,311.00; 
NE Safety Center @ UNK, 
$200.00; NE State Fire Marshal/
Boiler Div, $144.00; Nebraska 
Public Power Dist, $6,276.06; 
Nebraska Schoolmasters Club, 
$30.00; Pyramid School Products, 
$146.79; Quadient, Inc., $422.44; 
Qu i l l  Corpora t ion ,  $28.72; 
Rediger Automotive, $572.97; 
Robert Popek, $252.80; Roger 
L. Wittrock, $673.64; Sams Club/

GECRB, $177.08; Seward County 
Independent, $90.61; Seward 
Family Medical Center, $35.00; 
Sorensen, Ronald, $8.00; Striv, 
Inc, $275.00; Stutzman, Bruce 
J, $8.00; Symmetry Energy 
Solutions, LLC, $853.83; The 
Costumer, $441.19; The Home 
Depot Pro,  $3,492.98; The 
Juice Plus+ Company, $976.00; 
Theatre House Inc, $171.72; 
U.S. Cellular, $1,271.10; Union 
Bank & Trust Company, $26.00; 
Unite Private Networks, $584.25; 
University of Nebraska High 
School, $200.00; University of 
Nebraska State Museum, $35.00; 
Uribe Refuse Services, $184.00; 
Verizon Wireless, $51.16; Walmart 
Community/SYNCB, $383.66; 
Windstream, $1,187.65; Wing 
Construction, $601.00; Wingard, 
Kevin W, $464.03; Wreckonciled 
C o l l i s i o n  C e n t e r,  $ 7 5 . 0 0 ; 
Menards - Lincoln North, $76.94; 
Wergin’s Lawn Service, $919.00; 
$82,109.87; December Payroll, 
$618,968.18; Total December 
Expenditures, $701,078.05
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
The Commissioners will be meeting 
at 8 a.m. on Friday, December 18 
to approve Seward County Claims. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 19, 2020

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
December 15, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Schweitzer gave an update of 
her office.
Approved the minutes of December 
8, 2020.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved a refund of Inheritance 
Tax overpayment for the Barbara 
Ann Swanson Estate.
Approved a 3-year Engineer 
Controls Renewal Agreement.
Approved Building and Grounds 
Supt. to advertise for bids for the 
painting of the courthouse dome.
Accepted the October 2020 
Sheriff’s Fee & Mileage Report.
Clarified the closing of county 
offices on December 24, 2020, as 
a holiday.
Approved Special Designated 
Liquor License for Seward Grocery 
d/b/a Pac N Save for an event on 
December 31, 2020.
Held Public Hearing for and 
approved a request to Rezone a 
tract of land in J Precinct.
Ryan Hamburger of South Central 
EMS, LLC was present to give 
information about the company.
Approved a 1-year lease with 
Nebraska Machinery Co. for a skid 
loader, as presented by Highway 
Supt., Terry Wicht.
Adop ted  t he  agendas  f o r 
December 18 and 22, 2020, and 
adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 19, 2020

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
December 18,2020, at 8:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Absent: Member: Becky Paulsen
Approved Seward County claims 
through December 11, 2020.
Adopted the agenda for December 
22, 2020, and adjourned at 8:02 
a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH

DECEMBER 11, 2020
ADV CORRTL HLTHCR, SE, 
$4,439.57; ADVANCED OFFICE 
AUTOM, SU, $115.51; AMERITAS 
LIFE INS, FE, $16,982.70; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY, UT, $1,687.92; 
BLUE VALLEY BEHAV HLTH, SE, 
$292.50; BLUESTEM NETWORK, 
UT, $110.00; CITY OF SEWARD, 
UT, $5,314.90; CIVIL AIR PATROL 
MAGAZINE, SU, $95.00; CLERK 
OF DIST CRT JEFFERS, SE, 
$65.25; CLERK OF DIST COURT, 
SE, $141.00; CROSS & SONS, 
SU, $1,045.00; CULLIGAN, 
SE, $20.00; D & S SALES, SE, 
$525.00; GREGORY C. DAMMAN, 
SE, $257.00; DES MOINES 
STAMP MFG, SU, $71.00; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, SU, $273.28; 
EQUIFAX WORKFORCE, SE, 
$49.55; FARMERS COOP, SU, 
$7,952.19; GARCIA CLINICAL 
LAB, SE, $13.00; GENERAL 
FIRE EQUIP, SE, $353.85; 
HERPOLSHEIMERS, SE, $69.04; 
HOMETOWN LEASING, SE, 
$412.10; IDEMIA IDENTITY & 
SEC, SE, $480.17; INDOFF 
INC, SU, $416.38; J S WURM 
& ASSOC, SE, $621.05; JOHN 
DEERE FINAN, SE, $89.54; 
JONES BANK, FE, $70.41; JONES 
BANK (FICA), FE, $12,196.68; 
KONICA MINOLTA, SU, $14.82; 
LANCASTER CO SHERIFF, SE, 
$41.81; LAUBER FUNERAL 
SERV, SE, $40.00; KRISTIN M. 
LYNCH, SE, $225.00; MEYER 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $217.52; 
MIPS INC, SE, $1,351.61; NE 
ASSN OF EMERG MGT, FE, 
$50.00; NE FSMA, FE, $35.00; NE 
STATE BAR ASSN, FE, $267.00; 
NEBR INTERACTIVE, SU, $4.00; 
OFFICE DEPOT, SU, $190.68; 
OREILLY AUTOM, SU, $815.00; 
OWENS ED SERV, SE, $2,521.35; 
PAC N SAVE, SU, $223.80; 
PAPER TIGER SHRED, SE, 
$30.00; PARAMOUNT LAUNDRY, 
SE, $57.24; POSTMASTER, SU, 
$75.00; QUADIENT LEASING 
USA, SE, $81.98; REDIGER 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $1,138.66; 
REDWOOD TXCLGY LAB, SE, 
$45.00; REGION V SERVICES, 
SE,  $2,484.58;  REGION V 
S Y S T E M S ,  S E ,  $ 2 1 4 . 0 0 ; 
SEW CO CHAMBER & DEV, 
FE, $4,078.00; SEWARD CO 
COURT, SE, $893.80; SEWARD 
CO INDEPENDENT, SE, $398.64; 

SEWARD CO SHERIFF’S DEPT, 
SE, $82.08; SEWARD LUMBER, 
SU, $38.46; SOARIN GROUP, 
LLC, SE, $6,374.34; SE DIST 
ASSESSOR ASSOC, SE, $50.00; 
SPORTS EXPRESS INC, SU, 
$386.05; ST OF NE DAS ST 
ACCTNG, FE, $650.00; ST OF 
NE DAS COMM, SE, $448.00; ST 
OF NE DEPT CORR.SERV, SE, 
$3,986.09; SUMMIT FOOD SERV, 
SE, $6,604.39; SURGICAL ASSOC 
PC, SU, $385.09; THOMSON 
REUTERS, FE, $643.31; TIME 
WARNER CABLE, UT, $344.60; 
VANGUARD APPRAISALS, 
SE ,  $9 ,632 .50 ;  VERIZON 
WIRELESS, UT, $2,825.91; 
VIRTUAL IMPRESSIONS, SE, 
$20.00; VISA, FE, $6,098.32; 
WINDSTREAM, UT, $10,821.81; 
WOODS & AITKEN LLP, SE, 
$1,144.00; AFFORDABLE INT 
SOL, SE, $74.99; KENNETH 
PA N K O K E ,  S E ,  $ 1 4 7 . 1 7 ; 
CENTRAL SAND & GRVL, 
SU, $175,680.89; COLUMBUS 
TARPS, SU, $2,500.00; DALE 
JOHNSON ENT, SU, $32,808.38; 
H E A RT L A N D  T I R E S ,  S U , 
$572.85; HOTSY EQUIP, EQ, 
$375.99; HUSKER AUTO GRP, 
SE, $410.12; JOHNSON SAND 
& GRVL,  SU,  $27,508.38 ; 
KERFORD LIMESTONE CO, 
SU, $488.90; MIDWEST AUTO 
PARTS, SU, $926.86; MILLER 
SEED & SUPPLY, SU, $525.00; 
NE STATE FIRE MARSHAL, 
SE, $360.00; NMC, INC, SE, 
$2,163.48; NORRIS PUB POW 
DIST, UT, $1,345.03; POMP’S 
TIRE SERVICE, SE, $1,190.08; 
R D O  T R U C K  C E N T E R S , 
SE, $194.84; ROCKMOUNT 
RESEARCH,  SE,  $914.51; 
SAPP BROS PETROLEUM, SU, 
$12,304.00; SHAFFER COMM, 
SE, $55.00; UTICA PARTS & 
SERVICE, SE, $102.70; VERIZON 
C O N N E C T,  U T,  $ 7 2 8 . 5 5 ; 
VILLAGE OF GARLAND, SE, 
$48.90; GEHRING CONST, SE, 
$11,817.09; SID DILLON, EQ, 
$31,167.00; RED PATH GALLERY, 
SE, $2,500.00; DELTA DENTAL OF 
NE, SE, $29.38; SEW CO HLTH 
CLM FND, FE, $53,251.92; MOMS 
MEALS, SE, $121.17; MILFORD 
POLICE DEPT, SE, $894.00; 
MID AMERICAN SUPPLY, SU, 
$1,062.21; CREATIVE PROD 
SOURCING,  SE,  $476.90 ; 
RELENTLESS, FE, $40,000.00; 
JONES AUTOMOTIVE, SE, 
$3,225.91; MOTOROLA, UT, 
$12,962.28; NEB SHERIFFS 
ASSOC, FE, $75.00; SACK 
LUMBER, SU, $7.78; HOFPAR, 
S C O T T,  S E ,  $ 2 3 0 . 0 0 ; 
SHINETECH SOFTWARE, SU, 
$6,453.50; WESTERN OIL II LLC, 
SE, $586.93; EVERBRIDGE INC, 
SE, $2,394.75; GEOCOMM INC, 
UT, $1,011.00
SALARIES: $248,447.87
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE 
DEDUCTIONS TO:
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN 
CO WISCONSIN; DELTA DENTAL; 
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
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Hearings
CITY OF MILFORD

Milford, Nebraska 68405
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

AND REGULAR MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
a PUBLIC HEARING of the Citizen 
Advisory Review Committee will 
be held at the regular meeting of 
the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Milford, Nebraska, at 7:00 
pm on Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 
at the City Hall Office, 402 1st St., 
Milford, which meeting will be open 
to the public. An agenda for such 
meeting kept continuously current, 
is available for public inspection at 
the office of the City Clerk at the 
City Hall.

Jeanne Hoggins
City Clerk
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Meetings
NOTICE

A Public Meeting of the Seward 
County Planning Commission will 
be held December 29th, 2020, 
6:30 pm, on a zoom telephone or 
video conference online.
Please use:
http://zoom.us/j/9421681714
online Password 768261
Notice of said meeting will be 
posted in the Courthouse North 
Door. The agenda for said meeting 
will be kept continually current and 
available for public inspection in 
the Zoning Office during normal 
business hours. The agenda will 
be held open until 4:00 p.m. of 
the day, two days before the day 
of the meeting. The Planning 
Commission has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
meetings.
Seward County
Zoning Administrator
MT — December 23, 2020
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Liquor Licenses
CITY OF MILFORD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to 53-134 (7) RRS Neb., 
Notice is hereby given that Los 
Altos, LLC DBA El Burrito Mexican 
Restaurant, I-124012, 749 5th 
Street, Milford, Seward County, 
68405 has filed an application for 
a Class I Liquor License at said 
premise.
The governing body of the City 
of Milford, Nebraska, will hold a 
public hearing at City Hall, 402 1st 
Street, Milford, Nebraska, at 7:00 
pm on Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 
on such application.
All persons desiring to give 
evidence before the governing 
body in support of or in protest 
against the issuance of such 
license may do so at the time 
of the hearing. Following such 
hearing the governing body will 
recommend issuance or denial of 
such license.

Jeanne Hoggins
City Clerk
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Services

UBLIC P OTICES N

The public notices deadline 
for the January 6 edition is 
Wednesday, December 30, 

2020, at 3:00 p.m.

NOTICE

402-641-4064

Call us for all farm and 
ag-related dirtwork

Dave & Matt Burkey
Owners

Randy Ulrich
Owner/Operator

20+ Years Experience

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266
Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 

Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More
Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
761-3886

Mark Saltzman
Home: 761-2831

FREE
Estimates

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM & 
BASS LESSONS: Give the Gift 
of Music! Professional Studio. 
Over 30 years of teaching 
experience.
Call Jim Krutz Today! 402-450-
0282, Seward.

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869
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HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com  •  Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!
The Milford Times • Seward County Independent • The Crete News • the Friend Sentinel • the Wilber Republican • Connection

AD DEADLINE: NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit. Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard 
or Discover are welcome. Advertisers should check their advertisements in the first issue and report any error
to the Seward County Independent at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to change  
   on holidays
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John R. Owens, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

445 N. 6th St. • Seward
402-643-6635

Brady A. Johnson, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

116 S. 4th St. • Seward
402-643-6651

Adam R. Greenquist, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

212 S. 1st St. • Seward
402-643-6689Member SIPC

Proudly helping you prepare for and live in retirement

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

“It was a good week-
end for us,” Milford 
Coach Tony Muller 
said.

His Milford boys’ 
basketball team won 
both its games, beating 
Centennial 49-37 and 
Ashland-Greenwood 
56-53.

The Eagles and Bron-
cos matched up Dec. 18 
in Utica.

“It’s always a tough 
game,” Muller said.

Both teams shot well 
to start the game, with 
Centennial leading 
after one quarter 15-14. 
Things cooled off in 
the second quarter, but 
Milford took a 19-18 lead 
into halftime.

Muller said the Ea-
gles started out playing 
man-to-man defense, 

but MHS couldn’t slow 
Centennial junior Jake 
Bargen, who finished 
the game with 18 points. 
Milford switched to a 
1-3-1 zone defense with 
about three minutes to 
play, and that slowed 
the Broncos somewhat, 
Muller said.

“We felt that was the 
best option for us,” he 
said.

After halftime, the 
Eagles outscored Cen-
tennial 14-8 in the third 
quarter and 16-11 in the 
fourth.

Micah Hartwig led 
Milford with 18 points, 
and Jaxon Weyand 
added 13. Seth Stutz-
man finished with eight 
points, five rebounds 
and three steals.

Milford didn’t have 
much time to recover, 
as the Eagles hosted 
Ashland-Greenwood 

Dec. 19. Again Milford 
started out in its man-
to-man defense but 
AGHS built a 10-point 
lead. Milford switched 
to the 1-3-1 zone, and 
that was very effective, 
Muller said.

The Eagles cut the 
lead to one with 20 sec-
onds to play in the first 
half, but after getting a 
rebound, the Bluejays 
stripped the ball and 
got their own layup and 
free throw to hold a 30-
25 halftime lead.

Milford continued 
to cut into the lead and 
went ahead with about 
1:30 to play in the game.

Stutzman was the 
scoring leader with 19 
points and also grabbed 
eight rebounds. 
Hartwig added 11 
points. Both had three 
steals and three assists.

Milford (5-0) was 

to host Bruning-Dav-
enport-Shickley Dec. 
21 and travel to North 
Bend Dec. 22 before the 
Christmas break.

Milford 49, Centennial 37
MHS  14 5 14 16 49
CHS  15 3 8 11 37
 MHS—Isaac Yeackley 2-4 1-3 5, Micah 
Hartwig 6-14 3-4 18, Jaxon Weyand 4-6 4-4 13, 
Kaleb Miller 1-2 1-2 3, Seth Stutzman 4-7 0-0 8, 
Cabe Schluckebier 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 18-35 9-13 
49.
 CHS—Totals 14-35 6-7 37.
 Three-point goals—MHS 4-11 (Yeackley 
0-2, Hartwig 3-5, Weyand 1-2, Stutzman 0-2), 
CHS 3-13. Rebounds—MHS 22 (Stutzman 5), 
CHS 16. Assists—MHS 9 (Weyand 4). Steals—
MHS 12 (Yeackley 4). Turnovers—MHS 11, CHS 
14. Fouls—MHS 6, CHS 11.

Milford 56, Ashland-Greenwood 53
AGHS 15 15 13 10 53
MHS  12 13 16 15 56
 AGHS—Totals 19-36 8-13 53.
 MHS—Yeackley 3-7 1-2 7, Hartwig 4-7 2-2 
11, Bryce Jakub 1-1 1-2 3, Maddox Baack 1-2 0-0 
2, Weyand 3-7 2-2 8, Miller 2-2 2-3 6, Stutzman 
6-18 3-3 19, Schluckebier 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 22-43 
11-14 56.
 Three-point goals—AGHS 7-18, MHS 
1-5 (Yeackley 0-2, Hartwig 1-2, Stutzman 0-1). 
Rebounds—AGHS 20, MHS 20 (Stutzman 
8). Assists—MHS 10 (Hartwig, Stutzman 3). 
Steals—MHS 9 (Hartwig, Stutzman 3). Blocked 
shots—MHS 2. Turnovers—AGHS 19, MHS 11. 
Fouls—AGHS 17, MHS 12.

NSAA announces 
fall honorees

The Nebraska School Activities Association 
announced the student recipients of the Fall 2020-
21 Nebraska Chiropractic Physicians Association 
Academic All-State Awards. Since 2006 this NSAA 
award program has recognized students who meet 
the criteria for nomination by their school in the 
season of their activity.

Each year the NSAA and the NCPA recognize 
students during fall, winter and spring seasons who 
are nominated by their schools for their individual 
academic excellence, leadership and significant 
contributions in their NSAA activity.

Milford students honored include:

Milford
Boys’ cross country—Maddox Baack and Ben 

Copley
Girls’ cross country—Mattie Mullet and Alayna 

Piening
Football—Nick Beel and Nathan Bennett
Play production—Collin Piening and Isaac Vob-

oril
Softball—Abby Houk and Makena Stutzman
Volleyball—Hannah Kepler and Savannah Spahr

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford girls’ basketball 
team battled in its two games 
last week but couldn’t get the 
wins. The Eagles came up short 
against Ashland-Greenwood 45-
42 and Centennial 51-44.

Coach Phil Stauffer said MHS 
outplayed Ashland-Greenwood 
for three quarters, but the third 
quarter was the team’s downfall.

“The third quarter we didn’t 
score,” he said. “We had open 
shots, just didn’t make any-
thing.”

He said turnovers (Milford 
finished with 18) played into the 
defeat.

“We played much better 
offensively in the first half, and 
to come out and have a third 
quarter like we did was disap-
pointing,” he said.

 Hannah Kepler scored 15 to 
lead Milford. Kaitlin Kontor 
finished with 10 points and six 
assists.

Stauffer said Milford’s game 
against Centennial was much 
better than its last three. Even 
though Centennial shot well 
from the three-point line, the 
Eagles stayed composed and 
battled.

“I think we took a big step 
forward in this game in our play 
with only six turnovers,” he 
said. “We just need to be a little 
better on defense and not allow a 

team to get open looks from the 
three-point line.”

Kontor scored 15 and was 5-8 
from three-point range. Kepler 
finished with 16 points, Taylor 
Roth grabbed nine rebounds.

The Eagles (2-3) were to host 
Bruning-Davenport-Shickley 
Dec. 21 in the first round of the 
holiday tournament and then 
travel to North Bend Dec. 22 in 
their last game before Christmas.

Ashland-Greenwood 45, Milford 42
AGHS 14 7 16 8 45
MHS  18 13 0 11 42
 AGHS—Totals 15-34 12-18 45.

 MHS—Makena Stutzman 1-8 0-0 3, Kaitlin Kontor 3-9 1-2 
10, Hannah Kepler 6-13 0-0 15, Kaitlyn Klug 1-1 0-0 2, Taylor Roth 
0-3 0-0 0, Sydney Stelling 1-2 0-0 2, Abby Houk 3-7 0-0 8, Mariah 
Richards 0-1 2-2 2. Totals 15-44 3-4 42.
 Three-point goals—AGHS 3-9, MHS 9-29 (Stutzman 1-7, 
Kontor 3-8, Kepler 3-8, Houk 2-6). Rebounds—AGHS 21, MHS 30 
(Kepler, Stelling 6). Assists—MHS 13 (Kontor 6). Steals—MHS 9 
(Kontor, Houk 3). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Klug 1). Turnovers—
AGHS 16, MHS 18. Fouls—AGHS 9, MHS 17.

Centennial 51, Milford 44
MHS  11 9 15 9 44
CHS  14 10 14 13 51
 MHS—Stutzman 2-8 0-0 6, Kontor 5-12 0-0 15, Kepler 4-15 
7-9-16, Klug 0-1 0-0 0, Roth 1-5 0-0 2, Stelling 2-3 0-0 5, Houk 0-4 
0-0 0. Totals 14-48 7-9.
 CHS—Totals 17-36 7-13 51.
 Three-point goals—MHS 9-24 (Stutzman 2-6, Kontor 5-8, 
Kepler 1-7, Stelling 1-1, Houk 0-2), CHS 10-20. Rebounds—MHS 
24 (Roth 9), CHS 29. Assists—MHS 9 (three with 2). Steals—MHS 
8 (Kepler 3). Turnovers—MHS 6, CHS 11. Fouls—MHS 11, CHS 
10.

Eagles top two
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford wrestling 
team added to its trophy 
case last week by win-
ning the Axtell Invita-
tional Dec. 15 and the 
Logan View Invitational 
Dec. 19.

The Eagles had eight 
champions at Axtell – 
Conner Kohout, Konner 
Schluckebier, Eli Von-
dra, Jack Chapman, 
Trent Stauffer, Carter 
Springer, Christopher 
Scdoris and Lorenzo 
Temple. All told, 13 of 
the 14 wrestlers placed 
in the top three.

“It was a dominating 
win and a good warmup 
for the Logan View In-
vite on Saturday,” Coach 
Joe Schluckebier said.

The tournament at 
Logan View always pro-
vides a tough test for the 
Eagles, Coach Schlucke-
bier said.

The tournament was 
the first 16-team compe-
tition for the Eagles this 
season.

“With the recommen-
dation to limit tourna-
ment sizes this year, we 
won’t get another chance 
to compete in such a for-
mat so it was important 
for us to get a feel for the 
16-man bracket format 
that is used at districts 
and state,” the coach 
said.

The early start time 
means an early bus ride, 
and Schluckebier said he 
thought the Eagles were 
a little sluggish early.

“We were getting 
the job done in the first 
round but I didn’t think 
we were wrestling to our 
ability,” he said.

The Eagles bumped 
up the intensity in the 
semifinals, when eight 
wrestlers qualified for 
the finals. That ensured 
the first team title at 
this tournament for the 
Milford wrestlers.

Vondra, Springer, 
Scdoris and Hunter 
Oborny all took first 
place by beating ranked 
opponents in the finals, 
while Konner Schlucke-
bier took his first loss.

The championship 
marks the first time in 
school history Milford 
has won three tourna-
ment titles in one sea-
son.

Milford was sched-
uled to host Twin River, 
Syracuse and David City 
Dec. 22.

Axtell Invite
 Team scores—Milford 213, Kearney JV 122.5, 
Ansley Litchfield 96, Garden County 95, Lexington 
JV 77, Axtell 56, Minden 44, Hastings St. Cecilia  
39
 113—Conner Kohout (MIL) pin Sonny 
Sowles (MIN) 0:33; pin Cole Schurmann (MIN) 
0:32; pin Seth Philippi (K-JV) 0:57; pin Clay Ras-
mussen (HSC) 1:16, first
 126—Konner Schluckebier (MIL) pin Manny 
Consbruck (HSC) 1:15; pin Jesse Gruber (MIN) 
1:16; pin Kyle Rote (GC) 1:23; pin Jackson Konrad 
(L-JV) 3:36, first
 132—Eli Vondra (MIL) pin Zac Lee (MIN) 
3:11; pin Jackson Lavene (K-JV) 0:57; pin Jason 
Hernandez (L-JV) 1:37; pin Gavin Hunt (GC) 0:47; 
pin Christian Rodriguez (L-JV) 0:30, first
 132—Brody Mach (MIL) pinned by Gavin 
Hunt (GC) 1:57; pinned by Christian Rodriguez 
(L-JV) 1:16; pinned by Jason Hernandez (L-JV) 4:58
 138—Jack Chapman (MIL) pin Angel Molina 
(L-JV) 0:55; pin Dillon Stark (AL) 0:47; pin Tate 
Choplin (K-JV) 1:28; pin Cisco Rivas (K-JV) 6-2 (Fall 
4:35, first
 145—Trent Stauffer (MIL) pin Quinn Ber-
trand (AXT) 1:26; pin Rian Green (K-JV) 2:56; pin 
Chase Racicky (AL) 0:55, first
 152—Keenan Troyer (MIL) def. Joe Paysen 
(K-JV) SV-1 9-7; pinned by Colton Holthus (GC) 
0:57; def. by Taaron Lavicky (AXT) 8-1; pinned by 
Cristian Melendez (L-JV) 1:31; pin Dalton Sinsel 
(MIN) 0:44, fourth
 160—Carter Springer (MIL) pin Logan Reth-
wisch (GC) 0:57; pin Tiffany Senff (AXT) 0:26; pin 
Gavin Cole (AL) 1:22; pin Gunner Roberson (GC) 
2:20; def. Collin Arehart (AL) 8-3, first
 170—Christopher Scdoris (MIL) pin Joe Lee 
(MIN) 0:38; pin Riley Johnson (K-JV) 0:59; def. Isaac 
Voboril (MIL) 15-0; pin Trey Kirch (GC) 1:35, first
 170—Isaac Voboril (MIL) def. Trey Kirch (GC) 
14-12; pin Joe Lee (MIN) 0:59; def. by Christopher 
Scdoris (MIL) 15-0; pin Riley Johnson (K-JV) 3:05, 
second
 182—Thomas Vance (MIL) def. Trent 
Buescher (K-JV) 16-0; pin Hunter Fredrickson 
(MIN) 1:49; pinned by Cooper Slingsby (AL) 1:32; 
def. by Dallas Miller (GC) TB-1 18-14; pin Kaleb 
Senff (AXT) 1:43, third
 195—Hunter Oborny (MIL) pin Ashton 
Hawkins (AXT) 1:36; pin Kaden Stunkel (AL) 1:12; 
pin Jayden Young (K-JV) 0:42; def. by Chesney 
Stanczyk (GC) 8-4; def. by Kolby Larson (AL) 7-3, 
third
 220—Lorenzo Temple (MIL) pin Kaden Host 
(K-JV) 0:19; pin Connor Pell (HSC) 0:25; pin Gavin 
Barela (AL) 4:23, first
 285—Trey Lyon (MIL) pin Nic Bendix (MIN) 
1:39; pin Pacen Trent (AL) 1:12; pinned by Bran-
don Moore (K-JV) 2:14; pinned by Caleb Klein 
(HSC) 0:46, third

Duane Carlson - Logan View Invite
 Team scores—Milford 200.5, Columbus 
Lakeview 139, Fillmore Central 122, Logan View 
109, Battle Creek 103, Syracuse 95.5, Fort Calhoun 
75, Howells Dodge 61, Superior 55, Lincoln 
Northeast 51.5, Columbus Scotus 36.5, Logan 
View JV 35, North Bend Central 32, Omaha North 
18, Southern 4
 106—Kohout (MIL) def. by Travis Meyer (FLC) 
4-0; def. Garrett Finke (BC) 15-0; def. Trey McCoy 
(FTC) 9-0, third
 126—Schluckebier (MIL) pin Caden Meinke 
(BC) 1:50; def. Andon Stenger (CL) 14-3 7-1; def. 
by Alex Schademann (FLC) 3-0, second
 132—Vondra (MIL) pin Boston Reeves (BC) 
1:21; def. Kevin Dominguez (CL) 5-2, first
 138—Chapman (MIL) pin Hunter Kreikemei-
er (BC) 0:47; pin Tristen Hansen (FTC) 0:18; def. 
Conner Nun (FLC) 6-2; def. by Logan Jaixen (CL) 
8-0, second
 145—Stauffer (MIL) pin Daniel Krause 
(LNE) 0:38; pin Lane Belina (HD) 3:24; pin Aiden 
Hinrichs (FLC) 0:31; def. by Hunter McNulty (LV) 
6-0, second
 152—Troyer (MIL) pinned by Noah Monroe 
(FLC) 1:39; pinned by Yordi Dominguez (CL) 3:55
 160—Springer (MIL) pin Jacob Purdy (LV-
JV) 0:18; pin Brock Mahoney (CL) 5:17; pin Riley 
Eickmeier (CS) 1:54, first
 170—Scdoris (MIL) pin Wyatt Rangeloff 
(NBC) 0:12; pin Braydon Wobken (LV-JV) 2:51; def. 
Owen Wander (SYR) 12-1; pin Jestin Bayer (HD) 
3:03, first
 182—Vance (MIL) pinned by Kaden Warneke 
(BC) 2:30; pin Jacob Hegemann (HD) 1:56; def. 
Dylan Silva (LV)10-3; pin Jordan Brown (SUP) 3:35, 
third
 195—Oborny (MIL) pin Jackson Nordhues 
(SYR) 1:20; pin Austen Smith (CL) 5:10, first
 220—Temple (MIL) def. Erick Bello (CL) 10-2; 
pin Zach McGee (LV-JV) 0:22; pinned by Logan 
Booth (LV)4:57, second
 285—Lyon (MIL) pinned by Isiah Guzman 
(ON) 0:48; pin Theo Windhusen (LV-JV) 2:59; 
pinned by Brant West Jr. (FLC) 0:13

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Jaxon Weyand of Milford blocks a pass by Lane Zimmer of Centennial during Dec. 18’s game at Utica.

Eagles top CHS, AGHS

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Taylor Roth of Milford brings the ball out of lane as she’s pursued by Kiley 
Rathjen of Centennial Dec. 18.

Milford falls in two games



HERE FOR YOU | HERE FOR LIFE

— Sponsored —

HERE FOR YOU
HERE FOR LIFE

Utica
100 4th St.

Utica, NE 68456
402-534-2081

Milford
119 South C St.

Milford, NE 68405
402-761-3307

Seward
250 North Columbia Ave.

Seward, NE 68434
402-643-4800

Family Medical Centers
Seward Family Pharmacy

250 North Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434

402-646-4607

Memorial Physical Therapy
300 North Columbia Ave.

Seward, NE 68434

402-646-4611

300 North Columbia Ave. Seward, NE 68434            Seward Memorial Hospital        402-643-2971        www.mhcs.us

Natasha Andersen, Physician 
Assistant, joins MHCS
Memorial Health Care Systems welcomes Natasha 
Andersen, PA-C, who will be joining the team of medical 
providers at Seward Family Medical Center. 

Natasha is a graduate of Seward High School. She 
attended the University of Nebraska at Omaha for her 
undergraduate studies and graduated with her Master of 
Physician Assistant Studies degree from Union College 
in Lincoln. Natasha has spent the last three years living 
in Seward and commuting to Lincoln to practice at St. 
Elizabeth Emergency Department. Natasha stated, “I am 
looking forward to providing care at the Seward Family 
Medical Center and Memorial Hospital Emergency 
Department.” Natasha will begin accepting patients in 
mid-December.

When asked why she chose to work at Memorial 
Health Care Systems, Natasha said, “Growing up I always had an interest in returning to 
Seward and giving back to the Seward community. I am looking forward to building strong 
partnerships with patients to work on health and well-being for all ages.” 

When she’s not working, Natasha enjoys family time, cheering on Husker sports, and 
running. Natasha has completed 5 full marathons and more half-marathons than she can 
even recollect. Natasha lives in Seward with her husband Tanner, son Talen, and two dogs.

Natasha’s Special Areas of Interest include: 
• Preventative Medicine
• Family Medicine
• Emergency Medicine

General Surgery
   Dr. Fallick
Urology
   Dr. Henslee • Casey Bock, PA-C

Orthopedics
   Dr. Tewes
   Ryan Baumert, PA-C, ATC
Podiatry
   Dr. Hahne

Gynecology
   Dr. Heidrick
Pain Clinic
   Dr. Daniel Wik
   Stefanie Leyden, APRN-NP

Cardiology – Dr. Steuter 
General Surgery
   Dr. Windle
   Kelly Fields, APRN-NP

Behavioral Health
   Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Bariatric Medicine
   Dr. Fermelia
Vascular
   Dr. Robert Pitsch

Orthopedics
   Dr. Tewes 
   Ryan Baumert, PA-C, ATC

Ear, Nose & Throat
   Dr. Mueller
Gynecology
   Dr. Heidrick

Cardiology
   Pioneer Heart Institute
Orthopedics
   Dr. Gove • John Ayers, PA-C

General Surgery
   Dr. Windle
   Kelly Fields, APRN-NP

Behavioral Health
   Trish Lenz, APRN-NP

Orthopedics
   Dr. Tewes
   Ryan Baumert, PA-C, ATC
Podiatry
   Dr. Hahne

Gynecology
   Dr. Heidrick
Pain Clinic
   Dr. Daniel Wik
   Stefanie Leyden, APRN-NP

General Surgery
   Dr. Fallick
Urology
   Dr. Henslee • Casey Bock, PA-C

Cardiology – Dr. Johnson 
General Surgery
   Dr. Windle
   Kelly Fields, APRN-NP

Behavioral Health
   Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Bariatric Medicine
   Dr. Fermelia
Vascular
   Dr. Robert Pitsch

Orthopedics
   Dr. Tewes 
   Ryan Baumert, PA-C, ATC

Gynecology
   Dr. Heidrick
Pain Clinic
   Dr. Staub

Cardiology
   Pioneer Heart Institute
Orthopedics
   Dr. Gove • John Ayers, PA
Podiatry
   Dr. Hahne

Cardiology – Dr. Steuter 
General Surgery
   Dr. Windle
   Kelly Fields, APRN-NP

Behavioral Health
   Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
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Specialty Calendar January 2021

Thursday, December 24; 9 –11 a.m.
Tuesday, December 29; 9 –11 a.m.
Thursday, December 31; 9 –11 a.m.

On Dec. 2, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released 
information on new research offering a better understanding of when 
transmission of COVID-19 is most likely to occur.

An individual who had been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive case can 
get tested on day 5 or after. If no symptoms have developed, and if a negative 
result is received the individual can discontinue quarantine after day 7 since 
last close contact with a COVID positive individual. CDC requires daily self-
monitoring for development of COVID-19 symptoms and masking until after 
day 14 since last close contact exposure with a COVID-19 positive individual.

It is important that the test specimen is collected no earlier than day 5 to 
provide a more accurate representation of infection.

Based on this new evidence from CDC, the change in policy was made for this 
to be an available option to discontinue quarantine.

Friday, January 8; 9 –11 a.m.
Tuesday, January 12; 9 –11 a.m.
Friday, January 15; 9 –11 a.m.

Tuesday, January 19; 9 –11 a.m.
Friday, January 22; 9 –11 a.m.

Tuesday, January 26; 9 –11 a.m.
Friday, January 29; 9 –11 a.m.

Test NE Schedule

As the pandemic continues, Memorial 
Health Care Systems and health care 
organizations across the nation have 
begun administering monoclonal antibody 
treatment for COVID-19. “So far, this has 
been a very promising treatment for patients 
early in their diagnoses. This represents an 
exciting new tool your physician has in the 
war against the Coronavirus,” said Robert 
Wergin, MD at Memorial Health Care 
Systems. 

This medication provides outpatient 
treatment for specific high-risk COVID-19 
positive patients. The procedure involves 
a one-time intravenous infusion and is not 
authorized for patients who are already 
hospitalized or who require additional 
oxygen therapy due to COVID-19.

Roger Reamer, Chief Executive Officer of 
Memorial Health Care Systems said, “For 
the first time since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, these monoclonal 
antibody treatment options give our staff 
the ability to treat COVID-19 positive 
patients who have not yet progressed to the 
point where they need emergency care or 
inpatient hospitalization. This is extremely 
promising and gives hope to all of us to 
have an option to help treat COVID-19.”

Patients must meet certain criteria (set 

by the FDA through the emergency use 
authorization) to be eligible to receive the 
drug. This includes a positive test for 
COVID-19 with symptom onset within 
the last 10 days AND a high risk for 
progressing to severe COVID-19 and/or 
hospitalization.

High risk is defined as patients who 
meet at least one of the following 
criteria:
• Have a body mass index (BMI) ≥35
• Have chronic kidney disease
• Have diabetes
• Have immunosuppressive disease
• Are currently receiving 
immunosuppressive treatment
• Are ≥65 years of age
• Are ≥55 years of age AND have one or 
more of the following:

– cardiovascular disease,
– hypertension,
– chronic obstructive pulmonary disease/
other chronic respiratory disease.

• Are 12–17 years of age AND have one or 
more of the following:

– BMI ≥85th percentile for their age and 
gender-based on CDC growth charts, 
https://www.cdc.gov/growthcharts/
clinical_charts.htm,
– sickle cell disease,
– congenital or acquired heart disease,

– neurodevelopmental disorders, for 
example, cerebral palsy,
– a medical-related technological 
dependence, for example, tracheostomy, 
gastrostomy, or positive pressure 
ventilation (not related to COVID-19),
– asthma, reactive airway, or other 
chronic respiratory disease that requires 
daily medication for control.

The number of doses allocated to Memorial 
Health Care Systems has been and 
continues to be limited. Other hospitals 
across Nebraska are also utilizing a 
limited supply of this treatment option with 
promising results. In addition to limited 
supplies, the COVID-19 positive patient’s 
primary care provider will make the final 
determination and referral for the drug.

The medication itself is being provided 
to Memorial Health Care Systems and 
organizations across the nation at no 
charge through Operation Warp Speed. 
Patients are not charged for the medication 
itself.

Memorial Health Care Systems had an 
opportunity to utilize the medication in 
treating residents from a long-term care 
facility in Seward. “Many individuals across 
MHCS leadership were instrumental in 
quickly organizing a protocol and workflow 

to administer the new treatment efficiently 
and to those truly at risk for hospitalization 
due to COVID-19, Dr. Wergin said. He 
continued, “Because of MHCS’ quick and 
efficient response, no patients that received 
the new treatment required hospitalization 
due to COVID-19. The pandemic has 
certainly challenged all of us to be creative 
and flexible in how we partner with senior 
living, long-term care and to continue 
to provide care to all our friends and 
neighbors. It was our privilege to be able to 
help them in this way,” Dr. Wergin added.

Patients that have tested positive for 
COVID-19 and have further questions 
regarding eligibility for the medication 
can call the Seward Family Medical 
Center at 402-643-4800 Monday–Friday 
from 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

“We are seeing great progress in the 
prevention and treatment of COVID-19. 
While we have outpatient and inpatient 
therapies available and a vaccine being 
distributed to the phase 1a groups, our fight 
against this pandemic is not over. We will 
continue to ask our community members 
to follow social distancing guidelines, wear 
masks, wash hands frequently, and avoid 
crowds,” urges Mallory Gibreal, Director of 
Community Relations.

Treatment for 
COVID-19 Patients
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Explore science in six-part series
Hibernation. Pro-

tective fur, feathers or 
scales. Lichens.

On the surface, these 
topics may all seem unre-
lated, but each is a part of 
a six-week virtual webi-
nar series, “The Science 
Of,” hosted by the Ne-
braska Game and Parks 
Commission. The series, 
taught by Game and 
Parks educators, starts 
Jan. 14 and will take place 
at 3 p.m. via Zoom.

The series is designed 
to explore the science 
behind everyday things 
people see or hear about 
nature or animals — 
even those found in their 
own backyard.

This series will fea-
ture the science of:

Jan. 14: Hibernation
Jan. 21: Body Cover-

ings
Jan. 28: Turtles
Feb. 4: Mosses and 

Lichens
Feb. 11: Threatened 

and Endangered Species
Feb. 18: Wetlands
The webinars are free, 

but require pre-registra-
tion. Sign up for one or all 
of the webinars at cal-
endar.outdoornebraska.
org or through the Game 
and Parks’ Facebook page 
at Facebook.com/NE-
GameandParks. Those 
registered will receive a 

confirmation email with 
a password to login to the 
webinar at the specific 
date and time.

Unable to attend a live 
event? Each virtual we-
binar will be recorded 
and posted to the Ne-
braska Game and Parks 

Education channel on 
YouTube. Search “Ne-
braska Game and Parks 
Education” on YouTube 
and subscribe for future 
videos.

For more information, 
contact monica.macou-
brie@nebraska.gov.
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Wondering about 
memory care? 

We can help.

Three locations in Lincoln:

5720 S. 25th St  |  6616 S. 84th St  |  240 South 70th St

CountryHouse.net/Lincoln or (402) 853-7809 

Our home-like community is tailored  

exclusively to caring for those with  

Alzheimer’s and dementia. Whether  

you’re just starting to research options  

or ready to make a move now, we can  

help you every step of the journey.

CountryHouse is also located in Kearney,  

Grand Island, Elkhorn, Omaha and Council Bluffs. 

Happy Holidays!
Wishing you a joyous holiday season!

888-562-3602  |  jonesbank.com

Christmas Hours:

Thursday, December 24 - Closing at Noon

Friday, December 25 - Closed

Saturday, December 26 - Closed

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Bush cherries change game for home orchard
by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension educator

Cherries have been a 
favored fruit for centuries, 
eaten by people since before 
recorded history.

Sweet cherries, Prunus 
avium, are native throughout 
most of Europe, western Asia 
and parts of northern Africa. 
Naturally, they have been 
used extensively in holiday 
cooking through the years.

But tart cherries, Prunus 
cerasus, are the most com-
mon and well-adapted cherry 
grown in Nebraska.

Of the tart cherries, Mont-
morency is the long-time Mid-
west standard. Montmorency 
cherry grows into a medium 
sized tree, 15 to 18 feet in 
height and width. It has been 
in cultivation for more than 
400 years. 

Other varieties of tart cher-
ry that grow well in Nebraska 
include Meteor and Balaton. 
There is also a naturally 
dwarf variety North Star 
available, which is extreme-
ly hardy and thrives in the 
harsh Midwest environment. 
But a new group of cherries, 
called bush cherries, offer 
great fruit, even better winter 
hardiness and much easier 
picking due to their short 
statue. 

History of shrub cherries
Development of bush cher-

ries began in Canada in the 
1940s and resulted in a vari-
ety marketed as the Mongo-

lian cherry. During the 1980s, 
breeders at the University of 
Saskatchewan made crosses 
between the Mongolian cher-
ry and the naturally dwarf 
tree form North Star. 

The result of these crosses 
were a group of shrub-form 
tart cherries that are very 
hardy, with the high fruit 
quality characteristics of 
North Star and increased 
sugar content. The Romance 
cherry series includes the 
following cultivars – Carmine 
Jewel, Crimson Passion, 
Cupid, Juliet, Romeo and 
Valentine. 

Their breeding histo-
ry makes bush cherries a 
lesser-known form of tart 
cherries. They are extremely 
hardy (Zone 2), suffer from 
relatively few insect and 
disease problems and actually 
have a higher sugar content 
than tree-types of tart cher-
ries. 

Fruit characteristics 
Carmine Jewel reaches 

a height of six feet, with a 
similar width. Fruit yields in-
crease as plants mature, start-
ing at 15+ pounds per plant 
in the fourth year and 20-30+ 
pounds in the fifth year.

Crimson Passion blooms 
a few days before Carmine 
Jewel and has low fruit pro-
duction compared to Carmine 
Jewel. Height 10 feet, width 
seven feet. 

Juliet is slightly sweeter 
flavor, moderate fruit produc-
tion compared to Carmine 

Jewel. Height five to eight 
feet. 

Romeo is slightly sweeter 
flavor, moderate fruit produc-
tion compared to Carmine 
Jewel. Height six to eight feet.

All four cultivars are 
self-pollinating, meaning the 
flowers from one bush will 
pollinate each other, so tech-
nically a second pollinating 
plant is not needed. However, 
a second pollinating type of 

bush cherry can increase 
fruit set. Each plant should be 
spaced six feet apart in a row. 

Unfortunately, Cupid and 
Valentine are not available to 
home gardeners. 

Fruit production
Bush forms of cherries 

begin producing fruit sooner 
than the tree forms. Fruit 
production begins at the third 
year, although there will 
only be a few fruits that year. 

Full production is achieved 
during the fifth year, if the 
plants have experienced good 
growing conditions. Carmine 
Jewel is the best producer 
with 20 to 30 pounds of fruit 
per plant once plants are 
well-established. Depending 
on the variety, harvest can be 
as early as late July or as late 
as September.

But don’t get too rosy a 
picture of bush cherries. 
Yes, they offer a high level of 
winter hardiness and easy 
harvesting, but they are still 
susceptible to all the common 
cherry insect and disease 
problems. Good site selection, 
regular care (water, mulch, 
pruning) and pest control will 
be required to produce high 
quality fruits. 

Still, even considering 
maintenance needs, bush 
cherries can be a highly 
productive addition to a home 
orchard or landscape. Their 
versatility allows them to be 
planted in a variety of set-
tings – both a formal orchard 
or a mixed ornamental plant-
ing.

They can be an integral 
part of your formal or edible 
landscape because of their 
beautiful flowers and fruit. 
You can plant them in a wind-
break enhancing the struc-
ture while supplying delicious 
cherries to you and wildlife.

Considering all these ben-
efits, they are well worth the 
effort.

COURTESY PHOTO

Carmine Jewel reaches a height of six feet, with a similar width. Fruit 
yields increase as plants mature, starting at 15+ pounds per plant in 
the fourth year and 20-30+ pounds in the fifth year.

Troopers watch for impaired drivers during season
Nebraska State Troop-

ers will be working over-
time during the holidays 
to keep Nebraska roads 
safe. The Nebraska State 
Patrol is teaming up 
with hundreds of law 
enforcement agencies 

across the country for 
the “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” effort.

The campaign began 
Dec. 18 and runs through 
Friday, Jan. 1, and 
includes dozens of law 
enforcement agencies 

throughout Nebraska. 
Troopers will perform 
high-visibility patrols 
throughout the state, 
monitoring the roads for 
impaired drivers.

“As we close out 2020, 
we urge everyone on the 

road to work together to 
make these final weeks 
safe for those traveling,” 
said Col. John Bolduc, 
superintendent of the 
Nebraska State Patrol. 
“We’ll all have some 
interesting memories 
of this year, but losing 
a loved one in a traf-

fic crash is a memory 
nobody should take from 
the holiday season.”

NSP urges motorists 
to take advantage of 
many methods available 
to prevent impaired 
driving. Multiple orga-
nizations offer free rides 
during the holidays, in 

addition to options such 
as ride-sharing, taxi 
services or designating 
a driver.

This effort is made 
possible in part from a 
grant for $23,000 from 
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Transportation 
– Highway Safety Office.

DURING DECEMBER
Test Nebraska set in Seward
 Test Nebraska will be available in Seward in December 
from 9 to 11 a.m. in the west parking lot across the street from 
the Seward Family Medical Center. Individuals must register for 
testing. Visit testnebraska.com to take the online assessment 
to see if your are eligible to receive a free COVID-19 test. For 
more information, visit Test Nebraska. Dates for testing are 
Tuesdays, Dec. 22 and 29, and Thursdays, Dec. 24 and 31.

JANUARY 29
Save the date and study up
 The 11th annual PTL Trivia Night is coming to the Ag Pavil-
ion on Friday, Jan. 29. Doors open at 5:45 p.m. and trivia starts 
at 7:15 p.m. The team with the most correct trivia answers 
wins $400; second place wins $200. All proceeds will benefit 
the children of St. John. Cost is $200 per table of eight players, 
and must be paid in advance. Registration opened Oct. 5, 
and closes Jan. 22. You may register your team at http://www.
tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia. The event will follow public gathering 

guidelines from Four Corners Health Department. Participants 
will be asked to wear masks when away from their team table. 
For more information, email stjohntrivia@gmail.com or call 
Michelle Meyer at (402) 219-3008. Also, contact Meyer to be a 
corporate or memorial sponsor for a team or trivia round. The 
backup date is March 26.

THURSDAYS
Family history questions?
Society can help
 The Seward County Genealogical Society meets every 
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. downstairs at the Civic 
Center.

TOPS meets weekly
 Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a nonprofit weight management 
organization, meets every Thursday in the Audio-Visual Room 
at the Seward Civic Center. Weigh-in starts at 11:15 a.m., with 
meetings from noon to 12:30 p.m. The first meeting is free. 
Masks are worn and social distancing is practiced.

WHAT’S GOING ON?
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