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JILL MARTIN/SCI
Vinny Bittinger of Malcolm talks about the logistics of the lights Dec. 15. Each light has a computer chip in it and is
synchronized to music through a computer. The show features around 400,000 lights and is available through Dec. 31.

Seward

i
|
8

: <

G

HOPE MOURAL/SCI

Brian Peters was sworn in as Seward's newest police chief
Dec. 16 following an unanimous vote by the Seward City
Council the evening before. Pictured with Peters is Seward
City Clerk Bonnie Otte administering the oath.

EMS, fees approved

by Hope Moural

hope@sewardindependent.com

The Seward County
Board of Commission-
ers approved a special
designated liquor
license for a New Year’s
Eve event sponsored by
Pan ‘N’ Save during its
Dec. 15 meeting.

Also during the meet-
ing, the board:

» approved the
Seward County Sheriff
Department’s month-
ly fees of $1,663 and
$929.07.

« declared county offic-
es to be closed Dec. 24 in
honor of Christmas Eve.

- authorized a re-
fund on behalf of the
treasurer’s office for an
overpayment of $5,992.72
of inheritance tax re-

garding the Barbra Ann
Swanson estate.

- authorized building
and grounds superin-
tendent Eric Hoefer to
advertise for bids for
re-painting of the court-
house building dome.
Discussion included
funding, paint color and
sandblasting options
among the board.

« held a public hear-
ing involving a request
to rezone land located
in 33-10-3 from agricul-
tural to transitional
agriculture. Two people
including the landown-
er spoke who spoke in
support of the request.

After the public
hearing was closed, a
resolution approving the
request was adopted.

(continued on 2A)

Four Corners update

As of Friday, Dec. 18,
the Four Corners Risk
Dial has been reset in
the Orange Elevated
COVID-19 Risk Level at
2.63.

The Risk Dial was
last set in the Orange
level Oct. 30, and since
that time has been Red.
Lower test positivity
rates, reduced transmis-
sion rates and increased
hospital capacities are
contributing factors to
the improved setting of
the risk dial.

At this time, Four
Corners strongly urges
our communities to
Avoid the 3 C’s: Crowded
Places, Close Contact

and Confined Spaces.
Remember to wash
your hands often and
wear a face mask that
covers your nose and
mouth. Public health
recommendations and
the COVID-19 dash-
board are posted on our
website at www.fourcor-
ners.ne.gov.

In the past two days,
there have been 44
new cases of COVID-19
reported in the Four
Corners District (De-
cember 17-18):

Seward County had
22 new cases for a total
of 1,506.

York County had 14

(continued on 2A)

by Jill Martin

Seward County Independent

What was once a dark
park near the Seward
County Fairgrounds
now features 400,000
lights as part of Nebras-
ka’s Largest Christmas
Light Show.

The show has
brought a steady flow of
traffic to the park since
Black Friday.

Show owner and
creator Vinny Bittinger
originally established
the show in Malcolm
where he and his family
live. Two years ago, he
started looking at differ-
ent locations to expand
the show.

“We had meetings
and pitches from Oma-
ha, Lincoln, a park in
Ashland, and Seward,”
he said. “One thing that
was the icing on the
cake for us was the peo-
ple of Seward. So many
people have dropped
what they were doing to
come help us.”

He ultimately chose
to build the project in
Seward because of the
people, he said.

“People like Megan
Kahler at the Chamber,
all the great guys at
the city electric depart-
ment, road crew guys,
police officers. So many
people in this town
stepped up to help us
be successful,” he said.
“Everywhere we turn,
people like Pat Coldiron
at Liberty House are
offering to help us in
any way they can. We
could not have done this
without them, and they
are a wonderful exam-
ple of the good people of
Seward.”

Bittinger said it is
to their credit that the
family hopes to keep
Seward as the home
to Nebraska’s Largest
Christmas Light Show
in the future, and he

Show Emgen

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JERRY MEYER

Nebraska’s largest Christmas lights show is on display near the Seward County Fair-
grounds now through Friday.

is already looking at
what’s next.

“We are nowhere
near done,” he said.

Bittinger, who works
full time as an electri-
cian nine months out of
the year, said the show
is a family operation,
which includes his wife,
parents and inlaws.

“Everyone helps.
Everyone plays a role,”
he said.

The show includes
around 400,000 lights
that Bittinger and his
family have synchro-
nized to music. The
attraction comes at an
ideal team as people
continue to attend drive-
through events because
of COVID-19.

“I think people have
been thankful to have
something they can do,”
he said. “Things have
been taken away from
the kids this year.”

Bittinger said people
don’t always understand
that they are coming
to see a show instead of
just a display of lights.
Each light has a comput-

er chip.

“All of our lights are
synchronized to music.
They are all programed,
and they are controlled
by a computer,” he said.
“Every light on this
property is controlled
by a computer.”

The show is automat-
ed from his computer
in a small building in
the center of the park.
At the push of a key, the
lights, music and move-
ment entertain the fami-
lies driving through the
park circle.

“This show gave
something back to the
kids. And that kid might
be 40 years old with
three kids of his own,”
Bittinger said. “This
stuff awakens the kid
inside of you.”

Bittinger plans to
build onto the show
each year and is hoping
to double it in size by
next year.

“We’re already Ne-
braska’s Largest Christ-
mas light show, but we
don’t even plan to slow
down,” he said.

He and his family
have built all of the piec-
es on display, and that is
a priority to him.

“I would rather spend
countless hours with
my father in the shop
building and designing
something than wor-
rying about making a
bunch of money,” he
said. “Every thing you
see out here is custom
built by us.”

The show has also
gained statewide atten-
tion. Bittinger said on
Saturday night alone,
vehicles from 43 differ-
ent counties visited. He
said the proceeds from
the per vehicle admis-
sion fee will go toward
building and improving
the show in the future.

Kahler, membership
director at the Seward
County Chamber & De-
velopment Partnership,
said she met Bittinger
in 2018 when SCCDP
was needing to replace
the lights and garland
for the light poles in
downtown Seward.

(continued on 2A)
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Lightshow

(continued from 1A)

“He told me of his
dream for a Christmas
light show and asked
if I knew of a place in
Seward County,” Kahler
said.

She said she had the
perfect spot and took
him to the park.

“We have had a light
display in Seward
before, many years ago,
and people remember
that,” Kahler said. “At
SCCDP, we get calls
every holiday season

about the old Christ-
mas light display, so
we knew it would be
welcomed in the com-
munity.”

The show continues
through New Year’s
Eve. For more infor-
mation, visit magi-
callightsofseward.
com/?fbclid=IwAR1N-
3RqYS7TEKAWd0B3y06f-
gMOI3SWIAf-0K04Hpkm-
4WjAqscd3Ez-1xsLHSw
or The Magical Lights of
Seward Facebook page.

COVID-19 update -

(continued from 1A)

new cases for a total
of 1,302.

Polk County had 5
new cases for 456 cases
total.

Butler County added
3 new cases for 706 total
cases.

The total cumulative
number of COVID-19
cases in the Four Cor-
ners District is 3,970.
There have been 398
new cases in the past 14
days, with 156 of those
cases recorded in the
past 7 days.

Over the past week (7
days), the totals for each
county are as follows:

Butler County—17

Polk County—13

Seward County—=81

York County--45

In the past seven
days, the age breakdown
of the cases is:

AGE #Cases %

0-12 12 8

Teens 16 10
20s 18 12
30s 27 17
40s 25 16

50s 17
60s 15 10
70s 6 4
80s 7 4
90s 2 1
Unknown 1 1
TOTAL 156 100
Please join us for our
County Community
Briefings taking place

via Zoom on Wednesday,
Dec. 23. These briefings
provide important local
COVID-19 updates, and
you will hear from com-
munity leaders about
how they are address-
ing issues during the
pandemic. The briefing
schedule is York County
(8:30 a.m.), Polk County
(10 a.m.), Seward Coun-
ty (1 p.m.) and Butler
County (2:30 p.m.).
Connection information
can be found at www.
fourcorners.ne.gov or by
calling (402) 362-2621.

For questions about
COVID-19, contact Four
Corners at (402) 362-
2621 or visit the website
at www.fourcorners.
ne.gov.

Commuissioners —

(continued from 1A)
« heard from South

Central EMS member
Ryan Hamburger, who
wanted to introduce
the private company to
the board. Hamburger
said the company has
been in Seward since
October to assist with
medical transfers to
Lincoln from Memorial
Health Care Systems or
respond to fire calls if
applicable.

Independent.
402-643-3676

INDEPENDENT

129 S. 6th St. » Seward, NE 68434

» heard from Highway
Superintendent Terry
Wicht, who presented
a one-year lease for a
skidloader from Nebras-
ka Machinery Company
and it was approved.

The next Seward
County Board of Com-
missioners meeting will
be Dec. 29 at 9 a.m. on
the third floor of the
courthouse. The meet-
ings are open to the
public.

COURTESY PHOTO
Just some of the gathered toys from Seward’s annual Stuff the Cruiser event are pictured after it wrapped up.

Putabow on it: Stuff the Cruiser wraps up

Billed as a true com-
munity effort, the annu-
al Stuff the Cruiser, a
toy collection campaign
and distribution of
Christmas gifts to area
children, was again
labeled a success.

Event sponsors are
the Seward Rotary Club
and City of Seward
Police Department,
along with Blue Valley
Community Action, the
Seward County Diver-
sion Office/Justice Cen-
ter, the Mutual Aid fire
departments of Seward
County and Cross Mak-
ers. Many other civic
groups, area businesses

and individuals contrib-

uted, as well.

The collected toys
were distributed with
Covid-19 approved
guidelines for individ-
ual shopping opportu-
nities for the children’s
guardians and parents
at the Civic Center Dec.
12.

There were many
changes as a result of
the Covid-19 guidelines
and no treats, coffee
or food were served to
the parents who were
waiting their turn to
shop. Just shy of 75
families were presented
gifts and toys through
this holiday program.
The estimated count of
children serviced in the
effort was almost 150
—twice as many as in
previous years.

“Our Seward Rotary
Club/Seward Police
Department’s Stuff
the Cruiser project
involves many peo-
ple, all with the same
goal of wanting every
child to experience a
wonderful Christmas
memory,” Rotary Club

We hope your holiday season is rich in love, friendship, joy and
good fortune. Thanks for being such great friends and neighbors.
We feel blessed to be a part of this wonderful community.
Merry Christmas!

SCHWEITZER AUCTION SERVICE

BRIAN SCHWEITZER 402.641.1266
ScoTT JELINEK 402.429.9814

_ Going Once, Going Twice...

Our Best Wishes
fora
Happy Holiday!

You can be part of the

Mark your calendar

and mark ours, too.

Seward County Community Calendar

Go to www.sewardindependent.com,
click on “Calendar” and “Post your event.”

As we join you in celebrating the birth of our Savior, we'd like to
express our gratitude for all the good faith you've shown us this past
year, and wish you all a very joyous and blessed holiday season.
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President Brady John-
son said. “Our Rotary
Club has many wonder-
ful members, who have
dedicated hundreds of
hours to make this gift
collection and distribu-
tion work, and we all
need to recognize and
thank them for their
leadership and devotion
to this Christmas pro-
ject,living the motto of
‘Service Above Self.””

The project included
gathering toys, stuffing
them in a local police
cruiser and transport-
ing them to be sorted
and placed on tables
for distribution. Local
Rotarians, their fami-
lies and friends, Seward
Police officers and
members of Blue Valley
volunteered to gather,
sort and distribute the
toys.

Nomination of chil-
dren for the program
was by cell phone,
donated by US Cellular.
No children nominated
to the program were
denied.

Toys for children
newborn through age
12 were collected at
Seward’s Dollar Gen-
eral. Orsheln’s Farm
Store and Walmart,
along with donations
dropped off at the
Seward Police Station
and the Seward Civic
Center.

Rotarian Shelly Nitz
serves as treasurer for
the project. All funds
are kept separate from
any other Rotary ac-

'

Seasons
Greetings

to all our friends
and customers.
May you find love,
laughter and good
times this Christmas.

Wishing you the
special happiness
that only
Christmas brings!

Cordova
Locker

402-576-3151
% :

counts. Other co-chairs
for the annual project
include Rotarians She-
lia Beins and Melanie
Ayres and Acting Police
Chief Brian Peters of
the Seward Police De-
partment.

“We really don’t
know where to start to
thank the many, many
community members
who donated toys, gifts
and money to this proj-
ect, wanting all to have
a Merry Christmas,”
Nitz said. “We do want
to acknowledge the
wonderful help of our
Seward Walmart, who
allowed us to solicit
toys in front of their
store for two weekends,
with the help of the
Seward Rotary, police
officers of Seward and
the Seward County
Mutal Aid Fire Depart-
ments. It has really
been a total community
effort, and all of the
toys were distribut-
ed and stayed in the
Seward County area.
Thank you, Seward!”

Project publicity was
assisted by Rotarian
Kevin Zadina of the
Seward County Inde-
pendent, along with his
reporting staff, ad staff
and production coor-
dinators and Rotarian
Clark Kolterman.

A committee of
Seward Rotarians,
their spouses, student
volunteers from Seward
High and Seward Police
officers sorted the gifts
for the children, based

CARPET CLEANING

# Cleaning for Health
and Maintenance *

What's hiding in your business?
> Commercial Janitorial
Cleaning

& Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cleaning

5 Rug Cleaning

@ Upholstery Cleaning

& Odor Control

& Tile Restoration

> Water Damage Cleanup
& Construction Cleanup
@ Move-outs

€y Cumpbell, Gleaning

Commercial / Residential Cleaning Services
111 N. 3rd St., Ste. 2 - Seward, NE
402-643-6054 - campbellcleaning.com
Local & Veteran-Owned

on their age and sex.

On Dec. 12, time slots
were reserved for all
nominated families.
Each child’s parent or
guardian was asked
what the child request-
ed in advance, and
the committee tried
to cover that gift first
and then the parents
allowed to “shop” for
their children’s toys.

Certificates were
also presented to each
family participating
in the Stuff the Cruis-
er program, to allow
them to visit the Mag-
ical Lights of Seward
because of donations to
the Seward Rotary.

All remaining toys
were distributed to the
Seward County Foster
Friends to also be dis-
tributed to area chil-
dren in foster care and
the Blue Valley Commu-
nity Action program at
Faith Lutheran Church.

The project logis-
tics were coordinated
by Rotarian Todd
LaVelle at the Seward
Civic Center, along
with Rotarians Kurth
Brashear, Greg Zabka
and Johnson.

Any additional funds
for the program can
be directed to Nitz at
Stuff the Cruiser, c/o
Shelly Nitz, PO Box 103,
Seward, NE 68434.

Deck the halls..

Trim it with cheer...
We're celebrating
another year...
Another season,

a new chance to say

Merry
Christmas!

n

Larsen & Associates
Auctioneers

Cordova
402-576-3002
larsensauctions.com
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24 Tokens for $50

Don't miss our [T
’roken specials!

50 Tokens for $100

2% 102 Tokens for $200

« Our tokens will be accepted in both our automatic and self-service bays
« No limit « Each token has a $2.50 value « Token sale ends January 3, 2021
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NEW
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Santa Letters have arrived

Santa Claus shared some of the
letters dropped off at his mailbox by
the Seward County Courthouse. The
Seward County Independent staff
tried their best to get spellings cor-
rect, but rest assured that Santa and
his elves know what the letters say.

Dear Santa,

Hello! My name is Lily. I am six
years old and this year I have been
pretty good.

The nicest thing I did this year is
help my mom get ornaments on the
tree.

I hope you, Mrs. Claus and the
reindeer have been well!

A few gifts I'm wishing for this
Christmas are: a big pack of gum,
some makeup, a fit bit and a cat.

Have a safe trip on Christmas Eve!

Love, Lily

Dear Santa,

I would like a scooter, a Barbie
car and a paint by number set. Pixie
would like some treats.

Love, Evalyn

Dear Santa,

I would like a play table, some balls
and a camouflage blanket. I haven’t
been around very long but I've been
good.

Love, Huxley

Dear Santa,

I want a new orange Fitbit for
Christmas and hunting stuff.

Love, Caydin

Dear Santa,

We would like baseballs, bumper
race cars, a t-ball bat, a robot, bath
bombs and Legos.

Love, Burke and Briggs

Dear Santa,

I would like Lego games, bath
bombs, books, a pen and lamp and
bumper cars.

Love, Briggz

Dear Santa and Mrs. Claus,

Please bring me a jewelry box,
a Butterbeer book, soccer goals, a
microphone, coloring markers and
candy.

Love, Brianne

Dear Santa,

Please bring me a phone, a red
robe, an electric scooter, a Husker
necklace, five packs of mint gum, a
Baby Alive doll, a big reindeer and a
train for my Christmas tree.

Love, Sophie

Dear Santa,

My name is Grace. I am six years
old and live in Seward.

This year I have been really good.
For Christmas, please bring me an
American Horse doll with glasses, a
Spirit toy and tree with a star.

Love, Grace

Dear Santa,

I have been a good girl most of
the time. I would like a flamingo
that poops for Christmas, please and
thank you.

Love, Kylar

Dear Santa,

T have been a good girl. I want
slime.

Love, Korryn

Dear Santa,

My name is Marlie. I have been
a very good girl this year. I would
like presents, including: a cry baby,
cowgirl boots and daddy needs some
light bulbs.

Love, Marlie

Dear Santa,

I have been very good this year.
What I want for Christmas are
Pokemon cards, stuffed animal and
printer with ink. Also, I hope you
have a nice day.

Love, Brielle

e
RW o\ T“Qa‘!““es\
oV\

ALL TICKETS REGULAR PRICE

Wonder Woman 1984
Fri, Sat, Sun & Mon: 6:30 p.m.

News of the World |P&13

18
mins.

Fri, Sat, Sun & Mon: 7:00 p.m.

Starring Tom Hanks

Both movies will continue the coming week

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri & Sat: 4-8 p.m.

rivoliseward.com [Ei
Theank you!
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533 Main ¢ Seward
402-643-6195

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I want a baby Yoda,
art supplies and a Nintendo Switch.

Love, Violet

Dear Santa,

I have been a really good boy this
year. My number one thing that I
really want is an Xbox. I also want
Nintendo Switch games, especially
Legendary Fishing. I really want Ra-
vens football gloves an football. I also
want a Patrick Mahomes jersey and
Stephen Curry jersey. The last thing I
want is a cool looking Nerf football.

Love, Teagan

Dear Santa,

If I could want one thing it would
be Pokemon cards. But that’s the only
thing I want. But I would like to give
something to another person and that
would be all I want for Christmas.

Love, Eli

Dear Santa,

I would like a desk, an aqua col-
ored chair and shirt and a kitten.

Love, Abby

Dear Santa,

I would like an alarm clock, my
very own music night light, a bal-
lerina box, my own play toy box to
put toys in a sparkle necklace and a
shimmering necklace that glows in
the dark like my cat one.

Love, Cora

Dear Santa,

Ireally want a basketball sweat-
shirt, a Saint Bernard dog, Lego
friends camper, Barbie play sets
like the pizza place and a camo
computer.

Love, Brooklyn

Dear Santa,

I would
like this
year:

Kar-
son to be
happy, a
Wubble, a
Wubble rein-
deer, money,
melty beads
Nerf guns and
Super Mario Kart

Love, Kooper

Dear Santa,

My name is Emery. Ilive in
Lincoln. One thing that is awesome
about me is that I am kind. I love
doing nice things like helping people
and my Christmas wish list is LOL
friends, Lego sets and doll beds.

Thank you Santa, have a great
flight!

Love, Emery

Dear Santa,

My name is Dalton and I live in
Lincoln. One thing that’s awesome
about me is that I play soccer. I love
doing things like helping mom. My
Christmas wish list is Legos, rhino
and a bike bell. Thank you Santa and
have a great flight!

Love, Dalton

Dear Santa,

I have been a really good boy this
year. I really want some Legos, es-
pecially an airport, submarine, boat
and train. I also want a small Packers
football, Nintendo Switch bowling
game and slime kit. I am five years
old and excited for Christmas.

Love, Toren

Dear Santa,

I would like an electric dirt bike,
camo pants and an automatic BB gun.

Love, Brice

Dear Santa,
I have been a really good boy this
year!

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

We thank you for your trustin:
look forward to serving you ne

~ Holiday Hours
December 24 - 9am-2pm
December 25 - Closed

December 31 - 9am-5:30pm

January 1 Closed
' -2

PAC N SAVE

PHARMACY

402-643-2918
‘Pacnsaverx.com

I just turned two years old and so
excited for Christmas. I really like
Thomas the Train, Paw Patrol and
Wheels on the Bus. I would like a tool
set, a doctor set, and toy truck. I can’t
wait for you to come to my house on
Christmas.

Love, Tristen

Dear Santa,

I want a cool Nerf gun and a Big
Fury World toy.
Love, Johnny

Dear Santa,

I would like school supplies,
a calendar, art stuff, stuff for
when we play school, a scrap-
book, chapstick, gum and
slime.

Love, Makenzie

Dear Santa.

I would like a
castle, a pickup
for my Barbies
to drive and a purple
Barbie.

Raisin would like some
treats
I have mostly been a good girl this
year.
Love, Raimie

Dear Santa

I would like a LEGO set dually
with gooseneck horse trailer, erector
set float trailer with semi and sleeper
and a giant stuffed cat.

Tank would like some treats

Love, Tyler and Tank

Please and thank you

Dear Santa Claus

Could I please have a remote con-
trol aieplane for Christmas? I have
been a good boy this year. My sister
Molly would like a scooter for Christ-
mas. I would also like a power car
and that's all. Hope your reindeer are
doing good. Thank you?

From Silas

Dear Santa

I want to have a train and a drone,
not real, just toys also have a nice day.

From Clayton

Dear Santa,

I have helped clean and I have been
good. I would like American Girl Joss
Kendrick's ultimate girl doll collec-
tion this year for Christmas.

With high hopes for you, from

Neppy Milidys

The end of the year brings no greater joy than the
opportunity to express my sincerest appreciation for all of
my customers! Thank you for allowing me to do your interior
painting and for shopping at Premier Designs {located in
Second Closet) for your furniture and home decor!
Ilook forward to seeing you allin-2021!

Kinzie

Dear Santa,

I want a desktop mic for youtube
videos.

Merry Christmas

Love, Ryan

Santa can I have the new big
smasher eggs from Treyson and I
don't think your fat.

Dear Santa,

How are the reindeer? I want a
night light speaker that is blue tooth
and an alarm clock. In my stocking a
hermonie keychain please.

Thank you, Sarah

Dear Santa I have ben rile good
this year. I want a AG doll named
Joss for Christmas.

From .. Everit

makeup set, frozen II horse, remote
control car, snow stuff for American
girl doll, Baking set, Barbie Bakery
set, chair pillow

Love, Keagan

Dear Santa

what I really want for x-mas is bet-
ter wi-fi. I glich a lot in my games and
its starting to get to my head. Also
I want a dirt bike because they look
really fun to drive.

Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Love, Noah

P.S. For my phone to have wi-fi on
it

Dear Santa,

Last Christmas I asked for a baby
brother. Thank you so much for my
baby brother Caden! I love to snuggle
with him. Coul you being me some
gluten-free yummy snacks this year?

Love Riley

hamock, goprow, trapset, Mine-
craft Java edition amp
from Will

violin, choklit, hedphon, books,
candy canes
from Stella

Dear Santa. I have been very good
this year also I want for Christmas
a pokemon legos and something nice
also a singing gingerbread man and
I would like a three wheeled scooter
for my brother also have a nice day.
From Brielle

(continued on page 6A)
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Furniture
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Find me on FACEBOOK
Locally owned by Wendy Kremer

402-641-6092

BERN'S

1221 W. Hwy 34 ¢ Seward

402-643-2810

BODY SHOP*

Since 1969

Thank you for coming to us
for all your auto l)ody work!

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Steve Rodenbaugh
Andrew Svoboda
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(OPINION

Seward County Independent

We asked you

Will you be spending the holidays with family this year?

Due to technical difficulties on our website, there will be no poll results
for this week. Check back next week for this and an additional question!

Now we want to know

This week's poll question: What is your favorite
kind of Christmas cookie?

Sugar

Snickerdoodle

Chocolate chip

Fudge

Vote online at www.sewardindependent.com and share the question on
Facebook, then check next week's edition of the Seward County Independent

for results.

Payitforward this year

by Jill Martin
Seward County Independent

We moved to Seward in 2008 with
very little in our bank account. In
our early years of marriage, we lived
paycheck to paycheck in our small
900-square-foot, two-bedroom home
near downtown Seward. Unexpected
costs like medical bills or something
breaking down on the car put a lot of
stress on our new marriage. We were
happy, though. We did a lot with the
little we had, and our children didn’t
really understand how poor we were
at the time.

A bright spot during those years
was an envelope of $100 that ar-
rived one day in our mailbox. It was
labeled as a random act of kindness
and came at a time when we were
feeling a lot of financial stress. I
don’t know who was behind the
action, but I am forever grateful.
Over the years, we have worked to
pay that kindness forward to others,
even in the smallest ways.

Something unexpected happened
last Friday, a week before Christmas.
My husband works at Hughes Broth-
ers, and as many local residents
know, the company is extremely
generous to its employees, especially
at Christmas. Along with an annual

e
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bonus, he received a sealed envelope
with $100 in it to pay it forward to
someone in need or an organization
important to us. The letter asked em-
ployees to pass it along to someone
else who has not been as fortunate,
especially during the pandemic.

First of all, I am grateful for places
like Hughes Brothers who truly val-
ue its employees, families and com-
munity. When people ask where my
husband works, I often use it to brag
hardcore. In a hard year for so many,
this business chose not only to heap
a financial blessing on its employees
but also provide an opportunity to
pay it forward.

That night around the supper
table, our family of five discussed
our options of paying it forward that
night around the supper table. We
discussed organizations, individuals
and families ultimately deciding
that we wanted to pay it forward to
a young family. We also used it as a
teaching moment with our daughters
explaining that we aren’t doing this
for recognition. It is purely about
sharing the gift that thoughtful indi-
viduals provided for us. To give is to
receive, and we are grateful for our
village this holiday season.

Happy holidays to all of you.

AND To THINK...
1T Looks
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DOWN THeRe,
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Christmas looks differentin 2020

by Caitlyn Nelson
caitlyn@sewardindependent.com

With COVID-19, no
one knew how Christ-
mas plans
would play

out. Fami- pgd
lies had to : \
plan and W !
decide how .-'/ N
to make Z R
this uncon- N\
ventional .
situation Caitlyn
normal for ~ Nelson
the holi- Reporter
days.

I knew in January
that my Christmas
would look different,
though.

For most of my win-
ter breaks growing up,
I would travel to Wash-
ington state to stay with
my aunt and celebrate
Christmas with her. We
had traditions of going
on Christmas morning
hikes, opening presents,
exploring her town and
even taking treats to
staff at the hospital she
worked at.

In January she
moved to Germany,

leaving my Christmas
plans up in the air.

Typically, my im-
mediate family would
celebrate Christmas
in conjunction with
Thanksgiving, in
preparation for me to
travel and because it
was easiest for us all
to get together then. So
that’s what we did this
year too.

I have been asked
quite a few times what
my Christmas plans
are and truth be told - I
don’t know. I have had
a whole year to plan for
what I am going to do
this Christmas and I am
still not sure; I probably
won'’t be until the day of.

But, I think thisisa
really cool opportunity
for me. I get to start
making my own tradi-
tions this year.

Will my dog and I
continue the Christmas
morning hike/walk?
Probably.

Will we drive around
and look at Christmas
lights on Christmas
Eve? Absolutely.

Will we binge watch

Christmas movies in
bed all day? Maybe.

Will we travel to
my hometown to see
my family? Doubtful
because just my luck
something will happen
that as a reporter I
need to be close for, but
maybe.

Will I spend it with
my best friend’s family
because they are closer?
Possibly.

This Christmas is
neat for me — a chance
for me to decide how I
want to celebrate my
favorite holiday. I have
always loved Christmas
—the lights, the music,
the movies, the sea-
son of giving. I get the
chance to find out how I
really want to spend the
holiday without having
prior plans for it.

I know this holiday
season isn’t how anyone
quite expected it to be,
but find the best in it.
While things are differ-
ent, embrace the change
because you never know
what new ways to cele-
brate you can find.

Letters to the editor

Students excel despite challenges

Congratulations on a job well done goes out to the Seward High School band
for their performance last week. The culmination of nearly a year of modified
(to say the least) rehearsals, went very well thanks to the dedicated efforts and
leadership of Amanda Kenney, the director of instrumental music.

By splitting up the over 100 students into smaller ensembles, being mindful
of CDC protocols, and performing spread out in the gym with a smaller spread
out audience, the students were able to share their talents with us as a wonder-
ful Christmas gift. The evening was also made available online for those that
were unable to attend in person.

More importantly is the fact that this community continues to value, benefit
from, and be blessed by strong music education programs at all levels, both
instrumental and vocal. It has been shown that experiences with music go
far beyond the classroom or performance stage to enhance student learning
potential, cognitive ability, social skills, and civic engagement. We all benefit
as a community when we encourage, support, and promote music in the lives
of our students, in our schools, and in our community.

Seward continues to shine

Jim Krutz
Seward

The Seward Community did it again! Not only do the people of the commu-
nity have an outstanding annual Fourth of July celebration, the best county
fair anywhere, a Christmas parade, etc. Whatever the community does, it does

it very well.

Now Seward has the 400,000 Magical Lights of Seward at the Seward County
Fairgrounds to add to their list of accomplishments. It is something to behold
and to be seen. We have seen similar light presentations in Wisconsin, Mis-
souri and Iowa. Those presentations don’t hold a candle to Seward’s Magical

Lights. It is a must-see!

One can only imagine all the work, time, talent and effort it takes to put on
such an event plus the expense. Thank you, Seward, for all you do to make this
a great community to live in.

1st Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Doris and Joe Huber
Seward

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Share your opinions via letters
to the editor. Please include
a phone number
so we can verify its you and
word count is 500.

Hope Moural, reporter + hope @sewardindependent.com
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Seward students work to combat global warming
Kolterman-Wagner, Voehl develop “significant project” through FCCLA STAR leadership effort

Hannah Kolterman-Wag-
ner and Miriam Voehl, senior
members of the Seward High
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America,
wanted to be part of the effort
to change or stop worldwide
global warming.

They hope do their part to
help slow down this process
by working with an advocacy
effort, yet to be identified,
and actively assist as local
volunteers, assisting with
recycling and raising funds
to support the efforts to save
the Amazon rain forest dev-
astation,

This will serve as their
FCCLA STAR leadership
project. STAR is the Students
Taking Action for Recogni-
tion FCCLA competition, and
both girls have been involved
with STAR projects every
year of their high school
career.

“We wanted to finish our
high school senior year with
a significant project,” Voehl
said. “Global warming is
real and two ways to assist
is to. first of all, advocate
for the effort to stop global
warming, and secondly,
volunteer to help with the
change, first by volunteering
to physically help and also
by raising funds to assist the
campaign.”

“In wanting to stop glob-
al warming, we wanted to
focus on saving the Amazon
rain forest, as that forest has
a significant impact on the
fight against global warm-
ing,” Kolterman-Wagner said.
“The Amazon rain forest is
the world’s largest tropical
rain forest, the home of 40,000
plant species and 1300 bird
species and covers 2% of the
earth’s surface, yet produc-
es more than 10 times that
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Seward High seniors Miriam Voehl, left, and Hannah Kolterman-Wagner prepare to distribute their contain-
ers seeking the change of the students to help change global warming by donating to save the Amazon
rain forest. The collection ended Dec. 21.

amount worth of the world’s
oxygen. It assists in the effort
to slow down global warm-
ing.”

To save the Amazon rain

forest, the local FCCLA Chap-

ter, led by Kolterman-Wagner
and Voehl, is sponsoring

a “Change” drive, raising
funds with a coin campaign,
asking the local high school
students to “Help change
global warming with their
pocket change—pennies,

nickels, dimes and quar-
ters-even dollars!”

The girls placed identified,
empty milk jugs in the class-
rooms around the school,
library and the school office,
in a pre-Christmas fundrais-
ing effort. The funds will be
donated to the Rain Forest
Alliance in Washington, D.C.

“Did you know the over the
past 40 years, the Amazon
rain forest has suffered a loss
0f 20% due to deforestation

and cattle ranching,” Voehl
said. “We want to be part of
the change and hope to raise
funds and, in our own small
way, do our part to help save
Planet Earth.”

“We also volunteered to
promote recycling, as we vol-
unteered at the city’s annual
Clean-Up Day, where the city
recycled steel and metal, and
we also volunteered at the lo-
cal City of Seward Recycling
Center. Recycling is key to

changing the impact of global
warming, and volunteering
to assist with recycling pro-
grams is very important and
something we all should be
involved with worldwide.”

“Planting trees is also very
important to eliminating
global warming, and we are
re-potting small evergreen
seedlings, raising them this
winter inside, to be plant-
ed outside in the spring,”
Kolterman-Wagner said. “We
know that trees are key to
stopping global warming, and
the simple effort of every-
one planting trees will help
with slowing down global
warming. Our goal is to get
those seedlings planted in
the spring around Seward
County.”

“We have not identified
which advocacy effort yet to
support, but we feel all need
to advocate to our legislative
leaders promoting that Glob-
al Warming is real and we
must work together to stop
global warming,” Voehl said.
“FCCLA encourages stu-
dents to advocate together to
create awareness and educate
the public. There are many
legislative projects to support
to assist with global warming
and even those to save the
Amazon rain forest. We are
in the process of researching
global warming legislation
proposals and excited to sup-
port an organized campaign.”

Coins can also be donated
at the campaign collection
jugs, placed in the Seward
Civic Center or directly by
contacting Voehl at miriam.
voehl@sewardschools.org
or Kolterman-Wagner at
hannah.koltermanwagner@
sewardschools.org.

Pastor’s column

When the shepherds go home, the work of Christmas begins

year, as we continue to
make it through this

by the Rev. Dr. Mary Kay things out. “The Work To release the pris- To make music from

Totty And then before we of Christmas” oner, the heart..’

Seward United Methodist Church have had time to truly ‘When the song of the To rebuild the na- This year may we

take it all in, Christmas angels is stilled, tions, carry the wonder and

Well, here we are. is done. The shepherds When the star in the To bring peace spirit of Christmas with
Justacoupleof days  haye departed. The sky is gone, among brothers, us as we enter a new

before Christmas, even  ghiny ornaments are When the kings and

a pandemic willnot stop  getting dusty. It is pre- princes are home,

Christmas. The holiday  ¢jgely at this moment When the shepherds

may look different, be
different, but Christmas
will come no matter
what. The nativity story
will be told of a babe to
a manger born, of an-
gels singing and shep-
herds going to check
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Warmest Wishes for a
Christmas Stocked
Full of Happiness and Joy!

Roger L. Gamble

222 S. 5th St., Seward

that Howard Thurman
reminds us of “The
Work of Christmas.”
His poem by this title
has always inspired me.
Maybe it will inspire
you, too.

MEMBER NFA

Sandy Ahrens

402-643-6669

are back with their
flock,

The work of Christ-
mas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,
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pandemic, as we work
on learning to be ever
more compassionate
and kind.

'l

hl

the halls #'
safely '

During the most wonderful time of the year, displaying holiday
lights and decorations is a time-honored tradition for spreading
good cheer. Don’t be naughty. Celebrate the season with
electrical safety in mind.

* W *

EWARD

NEBRASKA

City of Seward Utility Office
537 Main Street - Seward, NE 68434

402-643-2928 - www.cityofsewardne.gov

In partnership with our supplier, Nebraska Public Power District, we deliver energy to you.
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Santa Letters

continued

(continued from 3A)

Dear Santa

This year I was good.
I would like Dronehome,
fish, mouse trap, nerf
ultra pharoah, trumpet,
hex but nano flash and a
phone.

MERRY CHRIST-
MAS

FROM: CORBIN

Dear Santa

I would like a chalk
ease] for Christmas.

Love, Bailey

Dear Santa,

I want rally rally
rally bad is an ipod

thanke you,

Love, Heide

Dear Santa

Ithink I have been
a good girl this year. I
hope you have a great
Christmas this year.
Imade alist of things
I want for Christmas
down below so .... That
isallThave tosay I
hope you have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

I want the Nintendo
switch light (pink)

I want Nintendo
switch games please
(especially Mario cart).

I want so many
squishes.

I want makeup (any
makeup and a lot of it)
and can I have founda-
tion?

I want fluffy pillows
and fluffy blankets.

I want new earbuds or
air pods

Lol dolls and another
things like that.

And anything you
think I might like.

PS I super dooper
want the Nintendo
switch light (pink)
please. And the games
that come with the Nin-
tendo also.

Love, Isabella

Dear Santa, sorry if
my spelling is not cor-
rect. This is my Christ-
mas wish.

Butter slime, Elf on
the shelf pink, Nintendo
switch light teal or pink,
Lol, Got to go flamingo,
Scuffles loves, Make
up And any other thing
wut I might want

Love, Abigail

Dear Santa

I have ben rile good
this year. I want a AG
Doll named Julie for
Christmas.

From ... Emerson

Merry Christmas

Batman car and
Joker, Transformer cos-
tume, Joker car, Stuffed
animal bald eagle,
Stuffed animal goat,

Hulk costume

Love, Drake

Dear Santa. I know
I haven't been to good.
I'm going to try to be
better. Even though I
haven't been to good
here is what I want for
Christmas. An Ameri-
can Girl doll that looks
like me, art supplies,
puzzles with 100 to 1,000
pieces, scrunchies and
ano sew quilt to make
and a hawkeye hat with
a puffy ball on top,
hawkeye pajamas and
hawkeye sweat pants
with pockets.

Merry Christmas
Santa

from Addison

Dear Santa

Please bring race-
track, bike, basketball,
Playdoh kitchen set,
Alphabet movie, walkie
talkie, candy

Love Wyatt

Santa

Motorcycle toy, four
wheeler, horses

Love, Harper

Dear Santa, I want for
Christmas please may I

have Baby Alive, Baby
Grow Up and ViP Pets
and a purple sparkling
unicorn stuffed animal
and curly girls.

From: Kacey

Dear Santa

This is Grayson and
this year I am 4 years
old. All year long I have
been nice. For Christ-
mas this year I would
like a Power Ranger
Robot, shark remote
control monster truck,
Rudolph toys and a bum-
ble snow globe.

Merry Christmas
Santa

Love, Grayson

deaR SaNta

I want a remote con-
trol monster truck

I want alego city
great forest tractor

Lego jurassic world

Lego skid steer

Sometimes I help my
sister when she gets
hurt and sometimes I
help my dad if he gets
hurt and sometimes I'm
good.

I promise to be a kind
person.

Jayce

Dear Santa

I want an electric
scooter and a dog.

Abe

Dear Santa,

drone, Fort Nite Nerf
gun, watch, Nerf bul-
lets. PC computer, Nerf
revoitinator

Love, Reid

Dear Santa

yoyo, camera, hat,
LOL

Love, Reagan

Dear Santa

How are you? How
are your reindeer? How
is the North Pole? This
year for Christmas I
want things to decorate
my room. I have been
really good this year.

Love, Brooklyn

Dear Santa Claus.

This year for Christ-
mas I would like new
clothes, a desk (white
please!!), a really soft
blanket, some fancy
art pens and markers
(that my brother can't
get to!!!) and a phone I

the last thing is a puppy.
I know that you're like a

but if you got me one I
would be so happy and
this would be the best
Christmas ever!!!!

From the girl who is
hopefully on the nice
list

Adalee

Dear Santa Claus.

This year for Christ-
mas I would like my
own scooter, a Mahomes
football card, a desk
(dark blue-please) acces-
sories for the desk, a re-
ally soft blanket and the
last thing is a weiner
dog that would make my
Christmas and it would
be the best Christmas
ever (if you would not
mind, I would like it to
be a boy!!!!).

Merry Christmas,

Love, Easton

Dear Santa,

This Christmas I am
9 years old and I have
been nice. My Christ-
mas wishes are NBA
things and Google Play
Store gift cards.

Brock

Dear Santa,

My name is Judge
and I am 6 years old.
This year, I have been
very nice. For Christ-
mas, please bring me
Nerf guns, Marvel metal
guys, Legos, waders,
fishing lures and a pel-
let gun.

Love, Judge

SHOP Seward
Support SEWAR
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Dear Santa,

My name is Eastyn
and I am 9 years old.
This year, I have been
very nice. For Christ-
mas, please bring me
legos, toy surprises,
fidget toys, stress balls.

Love, Eastyn

Hover Board, XBox
360 games, foosball table,
elbow/knee pads, ping
pong table, pool table,
1,000 golf balls, big gold
driver nice

Miloww

Hover Board, foosball
table, ping pong table,
pool table, Xbox 360
games, Legos, cat, ski
googles, fruit by the foot,
golf putter and golf balls
driver

Eli

Santa, my name is
Landon. I am 5 years old.
I would like Roblox toys
to hold and play with.
Also some coins — Robux

Landon

Santa, I want a Bendy
and the ink machine
game for Xbox one,
Peppa Pig, new tree
house,Pop the Pig, a
camera, a clock for my
room, race car track,
hot wheels, new clothes,
gloves and hats, a new
TV and remote.

(unclear name) 5-year-
old twin of Landon

Dear Santa, my name
is Caleb. I am 8 years
old. My phone screen is
cracked from a sledding
accident. Please bring
me a new one, Iron Man

 KALEIGH-SILVERL
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helmet, Iron Man suit,

Spider Man webshooters

and a Captain America

electromagnetic shield.
Caleb

Cora's Christmas list

Surfboard and puppy,
pogostick and paint set
and Christmas clothes.

ITam Cora

Dear Santa,

I want a toy Bernese
Mountain Dog. I have
been good.

Love, Hannah

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this

year I want V-Bucks,
I need shirts, I'll wear
Adidas, I'll read Diary of
a Wimpy Kid but I'd re-
ally love it if you would
bring me V-Bucks.

Love, Robert

COURTESY PHOTOS
The photos pictured throughout the numerous Santa Letter pages were drawn and submitted along with or in place

of letters. The staff at the Seward County Independent picked just a few, but enjoyed looking at each one.

When you shop Seward, you shop local!

Santa Letters

continued

Dear Santa,

For Christmas this
year I want a PS4, I
need pans, I'll wear Cios
and I'll read Diry of a
Pug but I'd really love it
if you would bring me
a PS4.

Love, Aiden

What I wont for cris-
mis is for coronavirus
to go away

(unclear name)

Ayvah's list

Most wanted, laptop
that's not slow, moter
bike (like Kalli), fake
glue on nails, rose
scented body soap, jew-
erly for neck/wrist and
a Robux gift card.

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I'd
like an air hockey
table, a squishy mate
in my stocking, electric
football and thats all the
stuff I want.

From Hunter

Dear Santa, I want
a lot of football cards,
baseball cards and bas-
ket ball cards. Maybe
get something for Elley
to.

Sincerly Riter

Dear Santa

I want a puppy and a
crystal

From: Josie

To Santa

From Hazel

LOL dolls, surprise
bath bomb, cozy slip-
pers, Ipad and charger,
LOL ball, dress crown
makeup and Barbies.

Go cart, phone,
Pokemon cards, giant
RC car, the password
to my Robix account,
hover board, I pad.

Love, Cassidy

Dear Santa

For Christmas this
year there are lots of
things I want but to
make it easier for you,

I picked out some that I
really want. A telescope,
body pillow, skateboard,
an American Girl doll
(with pierced ears),
Jetson Plasma hover-
board, Elf on the Shelf,
Echo Dot Kids Edition
Panda, a guitar case for
my guitar.

The last thing I want

is a real life guinea pig,
not a stuffed animal.
It is OK if you can't get
that for me though, Mer-
ry Christmas

Love, Ella

Dear Santa

My name is Beau
and I'm 8 years old. For
Christmas this year I
want V-Bucks, I need
pants, I'll wear clothes,
I'll read dog man but
i'd really love it if you
would bring me a TV.

Love, Beau

Dear Santa,

I have bin vare good
Santa. I have been some
places to see you. Can
you giv me a scooter?

Acelyn

Dear Santa,

I have been a good
girl this year. I would
like a Sonic Movie and
Legos. I will leave treats
for you!

Love, Emerson

Dear Santa,

My name is Cora and
I would like a Rapunzel
doll, color pencils, pens,
a small gater, Christ-
mas socks, Mickey
Mouse clothes and a
blanket.

Love, Cora

Dear Santa,

I want a tree car, 20
Pepsis, coal for a snow-
man, a Chiefs jersey
and a Nerf Gun.

Love, Henry

Dear Santa,

My name is Jeplin
and I am 11 years old.
This year, I have been
very nice. For Christ-
mas, please bring me
writing sheets, boots
and a motor helicopter.

Love, Jeplin

Dear Santa,

For Christmas, I
would like Pokemon
cards, Diary of a Wimpy
Kid, The Deep End, a
Nintendo Switch, Nerf
gun, BeyBlades, Hot
Wheels track, Juras-
sic World Lego set,
Pokemon action figures,
PC please, Roblox gift
card, Minecraft Lego
set and gift card and
Bakugan.

Love, Luke

!

Eve

Promote Your Event

Do you have an event coming up?
Consider promoting it on the calendar at

www.sewardcountyevents.com.
402-643-3676

NTS é

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Many Happy Returns!

MARLA BELITZ JOHNSON, cr i

344 Main St., Suite 200 « Seward, Nebraska 68434
402-643-2333 « Fax 402-643-9455
www.SewardCPA.com




8A

SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 23, 2020

Shooting Stars 4-H'ers deliver gifts | 1abithaoffering

Women"s gifts
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5 4H Club
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Members of the Shooting Stars 4-H Club collected gifts for residents of the nursing homes in Seward. They collected b MOVED?
puzzles, playing cards, adult coloring books, colored pencils, word search books, greeting cards, stamps, lotion, warm O
socks, chapstick and lots of candy for BINGO prizes. The club members would like to wish the residents of the nursing
homes a very Merry Christmas and hope that these gifts brighten their spirits. The gifts were delivered to the Ridgewood il address change!
on Friday by, from left, Club Historian Joyah Warren, Community Service Chair Kinslee Meyer, Club President Hannah

groups throughout
York, Seward, Saline,
Butler, Polk, Fillmore
and surrounding
counties.

Online grief and
support groups are
open to anyone in the
community and are
a great way to find
support while sharing
common experiences
and coping tips in the
safety and comfort of
home. Your loved one
did not have to be with
Tabitha. Participation
is free; register online
at Tabitha.org/Hos-
pice/Bereavement.

« Grieving Grace-
fully Book Club, held
the second and fourth
Tuesdays, Jan. 12 and
26, from noon-1 p.m.
The support group
will read and discuss
“Choosing to See: A
Journey of Struggle
and Hope” by Mary
Beth Chapman, a book
that focuses on mov-
ing through grief with
faith. For questions,
call Juanita Steenbak-
kers at (402) 416-7365.

» Growing Through
Grief Support Group,
held every Tuesday
beginning Jan. 19 at

grief support

s l °
Tabitha’s indus- 3 p.m. This six-week
try-leading Senior support group is ded-
Care provider, offers icated for those who
a variety of support recently lost a loved

one. Share your story
with others who are
going through a com-
mon experience while
receiving helpful tips
to success-fully move
through the grief jour-
ney. For questions,
call Abby Henre at
(402) 486-8546.

»« HOPE Book Club,
held the first and
third Thursdays be-
ginning Jan. 21, from
10-11 a.m. The support
group will read and
discuss “The Year of
Magical Thinking” by
Joan Didion, a memoir
of her first year after
her husband’s death.
For questions, call
Tabitha Hoffman at
(402) 362-7739.

 Caregiver Support
Group, held every
Thursday beginning
Jan. 21 at 2 p.m. This
eight-week support
group is dedicated for
those who are caring
for a spouse, parent
or other loved one
with a serious illness.
Each week will cover
a different caregiving
topic. For questions,
call Juanita Steenbak-
kers at (402) 416-7365.

/
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Roebke and Lori Gressley of Ridgewood. The club members also made a delivery to Kinship Pointe. 402-643-3676

Wondering about
memory care?

We can help.

Our home-like community is tailored
exclusively to caring for those with
Alzheimer's and dementia. Whether
you're just starting to research options
or ready to make a move now, we can
help you every step of the journey.

CountryHouse is also located in Kearney,
Grand Island, Elkhorn, Omaha and Council Bluffs.

£ CouNTRYHOUSE
Y Al [RESIDENCE for memory care

by Agemark Senior Living

CountryHouse.net/Lincoln or (402) 853-7809

Three locations in Lincoln:

5720 S. 25th St | 6616 S. 84th St | 240 South 70th St

LFRSIECN
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We handle the little things so you can enjoy

ASHLEY KAISER JERRY HOEGH JUSTIN HUBBS MIKE FUJAN
308.750.1630 402.694.9224 660.619.5816 605.777.9470
BRYAN KNOX JIM STOCK LEE JUENEMANN MOLLY OLIVER
402.305.4870 402.920.0604 785.871.0960 785.462.5203
CYNAMON GALE JOHN BUHL LYNETTE FOWLKES = REX MAHONEY
308.520.1782 402.649.3750 402.741.2082 402.649.1816
DENNIS FOWLKES ~ JOHN ERCK MARILYN ANN GRAY  RON HINRICHSEN
402.741.0809 605.999.7923 308.520.0456 785.770.0222
DON KAISER JOHN SCHOEPF MARK STOCK RON STOCK
308.750.2785 402.276.1468 402.276.2077 402.649.3705
EMILY SWATZELL JOHN STOCK MIKE CAMPBELL TOM WINGERT
785.202.0217 402.920.3180 785.821.0619 402.750.8564

the more important things in life.

NOW

BOOKING

LAND

AUCTIONS

Big

CONTACT US TODAY!

REALTY

EXPERTS IN SELLING LAND

bigironrealty.com 800.887.8625 @ © ¥



Seward County Independent

Obituaries

Marjorie J. Krzeneski
April 20, 1938 — Dec. 13, 2020

Marjorie Joan Krzeneski was born April 20,
1938, in Laydon, North Dakota, to Robert and
Florence (Gladue) Storey
and passed away Dec. 13,
2020, in Lincoln at the
age of 82 years, 7 months
and 23 days. Marjorie
grew up in North Dako-
ta where she attended
school.

On Feb. 28, 1954,
Marjorie was united in
marriage to Lloyd Moul- *
ton in Grand Forks,
North Dakota. The
family moved to Walton
in 1967 and then to Gar-
land in 1969. Lloyd passed away Nov. 6, 1971. On
Aug. 21, 1974, Marjorie married John Krzeneskl
at the Seward United Methodist Church. Marjorie
worked at Memorial Hospital and Sundermann
Nursing Home as a cook for many years, retiring
in 2008. She loved working in her flower gar-
den, sewing, making the kids their clothes and
working on crafts. Marjorie and John enjoyed
attending car shows on the weekends. One of her
specialties was making homemade wine. She
also loved going to garage sales with her sisters.
Marjorie was a strong and wonderful lady and she
was also a breast cancer survivor. Marjorie loved
her family very much, especially her grandchil-
dren.

Marjorie is preceded in death by her parents;
brothers, Robert Storey, Ernie Storey and Wilfred
Storey; brother-in-law, Al Teeters; and two infant
grandsons, Adam Brose and Derek Moulton.

Survivors cherishing her memory include her
husband, John Krzeneski, Garland; children,
Kathy and husband Jerry Condon, Seward,

Vicky and husband Bill Vandenberg, David City,
Christine and husband Alan Brose, Seward, and
Michael and wife Tessa Moulton, Concordia,
Missouri; three sisters, Trudy and husband Jack
Frost, Lincoln, Millie and husband Clay Finger,
Fargo, North Dakota, and Kathy Teeters, Lincoln;
15 grandchildren, Lloyd Stolley, Roger Stolley, De-
Maree Novak, Audrey Fischer, Andrea Metzner,
Brian Brose, Lisa Steinbach, Justin Brose, Angie
Vandenberg, Amber Vandenberg, Bradley Van-
denberg, Brittany Hink, Cara Moulton, Megan
Moulton, Gregory Moulton and Madison Moulton;
17 great-grandchildren; nieces, nephews, cousins
and a host of friends.

A graveside service and interment were Dec.

17 at Germantown Cemetery in Garland. Memo-
rial contributions are suggested to the Krzeneski
family for future designations. Condolences may
be left for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.
com.

Trafhic

Information taken
from Seward County
court records.

Nov.2-6

Fredrick M. McCal-
lister Jr., 21, Houston,
Texas, careless driv-
ing, $100 fine.

Jefrey A. Carrillo
Esquivel, 26, Lincoln,
speeding 11-15 mph
municipal, $75 fine.

Jason B. Weyand,
16, Crete, speeding 16-
20 mph county/state,
$125 fine.

Jonathan E. Velas-
ques Sosa, 21, Lincoln,
speeding 21-35 mph
municipal, $200 fine;
no operator’s license/
waiverable, $75 fine.w

Makenna R. Beyer,
18, Central City, speed-
ing 11-15 mph county/
state, $75 fine.

Chandria S. Ami-
dan, 51, St. Paul,
Minnesota, failure to

$75 fine.

Chayna L. David-
son, 20, Gretna, no
operator’s license/
waiverable, $75 fine.

Damien R. Sabin,
speeding 21-35 mph
municipal, $200 fine.

Joel A. Giovanazzi,
51, David City, improp-
er/defective vehicle
lighting, $25 fine; no
license on person, $25
fine.

Yalandra J. Cham-
bers, 40, Kansas City,
Missouri, no proof of
ownership, $50 fine.

Grant A. Colling-
sworth, 18, Lincoln,
speeding 16-20 mph
municipal, $125 fine.

Mario L. Arango,
24, Lincoln, speeding
16-20 mph municipal,
$125 fine.

Ashley T. Schaaf,
27, Lincoln, speeding
11-15 mph county/

yield ROW entering state, $75 fine.
roadway, $25 fine. Choloe E. Griess,
Timothy S. 18, Ulysses, speeding

Ainsworth, 61,
Seward, improper
turn, $25 fine.
Spencer M. Clouse,
41, Utica, overtake/

11-15 mph county/
state, $75 fine.
Douglas S. Rob-
inson, 56, Lincoln,
speeding 6-10 mph

pass stopped school interstate, $25 fine.
bus, $500 fine. Silvestre Santos
Nov. 23 — 27 Cortes, 35, Fremont,

David L. McCray
Jr., 30, Lincoln, no
operator’s license
waiverable, $75 fine.

Carol A. Walbrecht,
61, Friend, speeding
16-20 mph county/
state, $125 fine.

Donald L. Freeman,
85, Seward, speeding
11-15 mph county/
state, $75 fine.

William D. Miller,
43, Lincoln, speeding
11-15 mph county/
state, $75 fine.

Sean T. Hansen, 33,
Lincoln, speeding 11-
15 mph county/state,

no operator’s license
waiverable, $75 fine.

Laura Juarez, 28,
Lincoln, no operator’s
license waiverable, $75
fine.

Michael A. Higley,
20, North Richland
Heights, Texas, violate
stop or yield sign, $75
fine.

Casey L. Makey, 35,
Seward, speeding 11-15
mph county/state, $75
fine.

Heather L. Wade-
witz, 29, Ohiowa,
speeding 11-15 mph
county/state, $75 fine.

Patricia A. Neuman
Dec. 3, 1931 — Dec. 11, 2020

Patricia Ann Neuman of Seward was born Dec. 3,

1931, in Schuyler to Dorsey and Mary (Koziol) Gain-
ey. She attended Schuyler :

High School, graduating
in 1949. On April 16, 1955,
Patricia was united in
marriage to Donald A.
Neuman in Schuyler. She
worked as the secretary
for Neuman Organ Com-
pany for 25 years. She was
also a homemaker who
enjoyed taking care of her
family.

Patricia passed away
Dec. 11, 2020, at home
surrounded by her family,
at the age of 89 years and
8 days. She is survived by
her husband, Donald A. Neuman, Seward; children,
Pam (Warren) Snyder, Milford, Gregory (Dana)
Neuman, Seward, Mary (Mike) Herout, North
Platte, and Mark (Amy) Neuman, Bentonville,
Arkansas; six grandchildren; nine great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Donna Jean Keith, Bella Vista, Arkan-
sas; and sister-in-law, Mary Francis Gainey, Peoria,
Illinois. Patricia was preceded in death by her
parents, Dorsey and Mary Gainey; brother, Dennis
L. Gainey; and brother and sister-in-law, William
and Mary Alice Gainey.

A Rosary was Dec. 19 with inurnment at a later
date. Memorial contributions are suggested in care
of the Neuman family or the donor’s choice. Condo-
lences may be left for the family at www.volzkefu-
neralhome.com.

Real estate

Information taken adjacent vacated alley,
from records filed with ~ Block 6, Mary R. Spear’s
the Seward County Addition to Seward. DS
clerk. exempt

Nov. 12 -17 Ellis Holdings, LLC,

Scott V. Spohn and
Katherine J. Spohn to
Wayne H. Milton and
Lorraine C. Milton, an
undivided 25% interest
in the SW1/4 30-9-1. DS
$783

Norcla, LLC, to
William J. White and

to Elaine M. Mueller,
Parcel 1: Lot 2, Block 1,
Mueller First Addition,
Seward. Parcel 2: S1/2
Lot 3, Block 1, Mueller
First Addition, Seward.
Parcel 3: N1/2 Lot 3,
Block 1, Mueller First
Addition, Seward. DS

Sharon D. White, Tract $416.25

1: N2/3 W1/2 SW1/4 4-9-3 Shane Zywiec and

and Tract 2: North 40 Heidi Zywiec to Scott

acres E1/2 SW1/4 and Prochaska and Becky

the W1/2 W1/2 SE1/4 Prochaska, Lot 1, Block

4-9-3. DS $1,721.25 1, Country Club Heights
Kelsey Ratkovecand  Third Addition to

Cody Ratkovec and Dan- Seward. DS $830.25

iel L. Buss and Suzanne
Buss to John Johnson

Theodore C. Payne
and Patricia A. Payne

Donald L. Rondorf
Aug 30, 1949 — Dec 13, 2020

Donald LaVerne Rondorf was born Aug 30, 1949,
in Thief River Falls, Minnesota to LaVerne Laurel
and Olive Louise (Jorde)
Rondorf and passed away
Dec 13, 2020, in Seward,
at the age of 71 years, 3
months and 13 days.

Don grew up in Thief
River Falls, Minnesota,
where he attended and
graduated from Lincoln
High School with the
Class of 1967. He then at-
tended the University of
Minnesota where he was
a member of FarmHouse
fraternity, graduating in AR U
1971. Don was united in SRR
marrlage to Joyce Friday. He was a Vo Ag teacher
in Montevideo, Minnesota, where he taught for
four years. In 1976, Don moved to Grand Island,
where he worked for P-A-G Seeds.

On June 26, 1977, Don was united in marriage
to Pamela Marie (Ballain) Dale in the church at
Stuhr Museum in Grand Island. June 26 became
“the family wedding date” as both his parents and
his sister, Barb, were married on that date, too.

Don and Pam moved to Belmond, Iowa, where
he was a district manager for Paymaster Seeds
from 1984 to 1988 and then to Noblesville, Indiana,
from 1988-1992. In 1992, they moved to Seward
where Don was a district manager for Cargill
Hybrid Seeds until 1999. He then began working
as a financial associate for Thrivent in 2002. Don
returned to Cargill in 2005 where he worked as a
farm marketer in their grain division, retiring in
2017 after 33 years with Cargill.

Don was very active and served on the Seward
County Planning Commission, Seward County
Habitat for Humanity and Kiwanis Club of Seward.
He was a member of Faith Lutheran Church for 28
years where he served many years on the church
council. Most every Sunday, he would make fresh-
ly-ground coffee for fellowship time at church. Don
loved helping people, especially those in need. He
also enjoyed working in his yard and feeding the
birds and squirrels. He had a love for photography
and was the unofficial photographer at church. He
had a passion for grilling, especially on his fire pit.
Don also enjoyed hunting and fishing with friends
and with his sons.

Don was preceded in death by his parents, La-
Verne and Olive Rondorf (Olive passed 12/3/2020);
parents-in-law, Clyde and Helen Marie Ballain;
numerous aunts and uncles.

Survivors cherishing his memory include his
wife, Pam Rondorf, Seward; children, Tyson Ron-
dorf and fiancé, Gayle, Pillager, Minnesota, Jere-
my and wife, Sara Rondorf, Andover, Maryland,
and Rebecca and husband, Ben Goheen, St. Paul,
Minnesota; three grandchildren, Belén, Frank and
Walter; three step-grandchildren, Miah, Will and
Nate; sister, Barbara and husband, Bill Pon, Nor-
folk, Virginia; brother-in-law, Tom and wife, Carol
Ballain, Fort Collins, Colorado; two nephews, Sean
and wife, Amy Ballain, Paul and wife, Colleen Bal-
lain; seven great-nieces and nephews; numerous

and Katherine Johnson, to Theodore C. Payne
north 45 feet of Tax Lot and Patricia A. Payne,
73, part of Lot 5, in the co-trustees of the T&P
Burlington and Missou- Payne Family Trust,
ri River Railroad Sub- Lot 13, Block 3, Hughes
division in the SW1/4 Addition to the City of

SW1/4 21-11-3. DS $355
Bradley D. Bowen
and Susan K. Bowen to
Joseph W. Schluckebier
and Trisha D. Schucke-
bier, east 60 feet of Lots

7-8, Block 67, Harris,
Moffit and Roberts
Addition to Seward. DS
$103.50

Todd A. Morrill
and Diane M. Mandi-
na-Morrill to Todd A.
Morrill and Diane M.
Mandina-Morrill, Lot
4 and the E1/2 of the

Seward, DS exempt
Shirley J. Hernandez
to Shirley J. Hernandez,
trustee of the Shirley
J. Hernandez Trust,
atract of land in the
NE1/4 18-9-2. DS exempt
Jackson D. Friesen to
Jackson D. Friesen and
Tabbitha L. Friesen,
trustees of the Friesen
Family Revocable
Trust, a tract of land in
the S1/2 NE1/4 10-9-3.
DS exempt

cousins and a host of friends.

A funeral service was Dec. 21 at St. John Luther-
an Church in Seward with a graveside service and
interment at Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery
in Grand Island. Memorial contributions may be
made to Faith Lutheran Church, Seward County
Habitat for Humanity or to the Kiwanis Club of
Seward Backpack Program. Condolences may be
left for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

County court

Nov. 9-13
Christopher R.
Noyes, 33, Bellevue,
possess/consume open
alcohol container, $50
fine; fail to appear or

comply with citation,
$100 fine.

Dallas W. Clark, 24,
Seward, possess or use
drug paraphernalia,
$100 fine.

Arrests

Information taken
from arrest affidavits
filed with the Seward
County Court.

Cody Campbell, 27,
Bradshaw, was arrested
Aug. 5 in connection of
driving under the influ-
ence (second offense.)
He was transferred to
the Seward hospital be-
cause of elevated blood
alcohol content and then
to the Seward County
Jail. Ten percent of a
$10,000 bond was filed
and Campbell was
sentenced to 18 months
of probation and a $1,000
fine.

Michael Gaytan,

42, Toledo, Ohio, was
arrested June 10 in
connection with the
offenses of possession
of U.S. currency used
to facilitate purchase of
illegal narcotics. Ten
percent of a $250,000
bond was filed and
Gaytan was arraigned
Sept. 21. The case was
then bound over to the

district court.

Hunter Simmons,
24, Knob Noster, Mis-
souri, was arrested
June 16 in connection
with the offenses of
making terroristic
threats, disturbing the
peace, use of a firearm
to commit a felony and
third-degree assault.
Ten percent of a $2,500
bond was filed and Sim-
mons waived his right
to a preliminary hear-
ing Sept. 16. The case
was then bound over to
the district court.

Daniel Petersen, 22,
Garland, was arrested
July 4 in connection
with driving under the
influence. Ten percent
of a $5,000 was filed and
Petersen was arraigned
Sept. 2. A motion for
suppression was filed
Oct. 14 and a hearing is
scheduled for Dec. 2.

Frank Suarez, 48,
Seward, was arrested
Oct. 4 in connection
with the offenses of

driving under the influ-
ence and with an open
alcohol container. Ten
percent of a $5,000 bond
was filed and Suarez
was arraigned Now. 4.

A pretrial hearing is
scheduled for Dec. 2.

William Plump,

34, Des Moines, Iowa,
was arrested Oct. 12

in connection with the
offenses of possession of
a controlled substances
with intent to distribute
and no drug stamp. Ten
percent of a $150,000
bond was set and Plump
had his first appearance
in court Oct. 28. A com-
petency evaluation was
ordered to be completed
before anything is to be
completed.

Joey Rodriguez, 22,
Lincoln, was arrested
Nov. 1 in connection
with the offenses of
third-degree assault, vi-
olating a domestic abuse
protection order and
first-degree trespassing.
A bond of $30,000 was

set and Rodriguez has a
pretrial hearing sched-
uled for Nov. 18.

Enrique Guada-
lupe-Corona, 27, was
arrested Sept. 9 in con-
nection with the offens-
es of criminal mischief
and theft. Ten percent
of a $10,000 bond was
filed. He was arraigned
Oct. 27 and the case
was bound over to the
district court.

Valter Makovic, 35,
Brooklyn, New York,
was arrested July 2 in
connection with the of-
fenses of a stolen motor
vehicle and criminal
impersonation. Ten per-
cent of a $1,5000 bond
was filed. He plead not
guilty Nov. 18.

Simon Reyes, 46,
was arrested Aug. 4 in
connection with the
offense of disturbing
the peace. A $5,000 bond
was filed and a warrant
was issued again as he
failed to appear in court
Oct. 7.
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Moisture needed before spring planting season

by Jenny Rees
Seward/York counties Extension educator

The sun glistening
on the snow holds such
beauty after a warm,
dry beginning to
December. Moisture is
very much needed.

For curiosity’s sake,
Ilooked at the Drought
Monitor for this past
week and compared it to
the same week in previ-
ous years. The pics are
shared at jenreesources.
com, and it’s quite inter-
esting comparing and
thinking back through
the years. Hopefully we
can receive more precip-
itation prior to planting
season.

If you missed it, the
Farmers and Ranchers
College program fea-
turing Dr. David Kohl
and Eric Snodgrass can
be found for 30 days
at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9cFKs13i_AK.
I appreciate how Eric
shares global weather
and climate infor-
mation in an easy to
understand way. He also
shared an interesting
story of how El Nino is
related to the Christmas
season, so you’ll have to
watch the recording to
learn that.

Some stats he shared

U.S. Drought Monitor
Nebraska

for Nebraska: June

was the 18th driest on
record followed by the
wettest July on record.
That was followed by
the driest August on
record with September
as the 18th driest on
record (would have been
driest but thankfully
we received precipita-
tion after Labor Day
weekend). He looked at
weather data from 1901-
2020 for Nebraska and
the U.S. which showed
a trend of 2.5 inches of
precipitation gain from

April-October (with
higher gains as one
goes east in the U.S.). He
also looked at the past
40 years, which showed
heavy rainfall events
(more than 2 inches per
event) has tripled.
There was an effort
my colleagues began
a few years ago called
“Weather Ready Farms”
at https://weath-
er-ready.unl.edu/. It was
designed to improve
or increase resilience
towards the impacts
of extreme weather on

December 8, 2020
(Released Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Intensity:

[ none

[ ooabnomaiy ory
I:l D1 Moderate Drought
[:l D2 Severe Drought
I o Exteme Drowght
- D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local condifions may vary. For more
nformation on the Drought Monitor, go fo
hifpsidroughtmonilor.unl.edwibout. agox

Author:
David Simeral
Weslern Regional Climate Center

Nebraska’s farms. A
number of things go
into that with some ex-
amples at the website.
A few examples of
things farmers have
done since the 2012
drought and the 2019
floods include keeping
the ground covered
with residue and cover
crops to help reduce
evapotranspiration,
increase water infiltra-
tion and reduce wind/
water erosion as we
experience these more
extreme events.

BeefWatch Webinar
Series is designed to
highlight management
strategies in grazing,
nutrition, reproduc-
tion and economics to
increase cow/calf and
stocker production effi-
ciency and profitability.
More information and
registration for the
BeefWatch Webinar
Series can be found at:
https://beef.unl.edu/
beefwatch-webinar-se-
ries. Dates are Jan. 5,
12, 19 and 26 with each
webinar beginning at 8
p.m.

The focus for Janu-
ary’s webinar series is
“Preparing and Man-
aging for the Calving
Season.”

Jan. 5: Preventing
calf scours (Is there
a way to reduce the
likelihood of calf scours
without adding addi-
tional vaccines or other
cash expenses to your
current program?)

Jan. 12: Calving tool
box and record keeping
(favorite tools and tricks
for smoother season)

Jan. 19: Calving
complications and when
to call the vet

Jan. 26: Cow nutri-
tion needs at calving
and in early lactation

Poinsettias: Kelly

Feehan shares the fol-
lowing, “It’s Poinsettia
time. Hard to believe
these bright, colorful
plants originated from
a weed. And amazing
what plant breeding and
good marketing can do.
To enjoy your Poinset-
tia as long as possible,
place them in an area
with bright sun for at
least half the day. If
possible, provide a night
temperatures in the
50s or 60s. This is often
the most challenging
condition to meet in the
home, but keep plants as
cool as possible at night.
“If plants are near
a window, don’t let
the leaves touch cold
window panes and
keep Poinsettias away
from warm or cold
drafts. Poinsettias need
to be well-watered.
Because they arein a
lightweight soil-less
mix, they will dry out
quickly. Allow the soil
to dry slightly between
watering; then water
thoroughly until water
runs out of drainage
holes. Be sure to punch
holes in decorative foil
wraps to prevent soggy
soil conditions or at
least pour excess water
out of the foil after each
watering.”

Troopers watching for impaired

drivers during holiday season

Nebraska State Troopers will be
working overtime during the holidays
to keep Nebraska roads safe. The Ne-
braska State Patrol is teaming up with
hundreds of law enforcement agencies
across the country for the “Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over” effort.

The campaign began Dec. 18 and

season.”

superintendent of the Nebraska State
Patrol. “We’ll all have some interest-
ing memories of this year, but losing a
loved one in a traffic crash is a memory
nobody should take from the holiday

NSP urges motorists to take ad-

vantage of many methods available

Extension record-keeping
course setfor January

The next session of “Know Your
Numbers, Know Your Options,”
Nebraska Extension’s four-part re-
cord-keeping course, will be held
virtually on Tuesdays in January
from 10 a.m. to noon each week.

Participants should plan on
attending each of the four work-

tom line. Participants will work
through the financial statements
of a case study farm, watching
pre-recorded videos, completing
assignments and participating in
video chats. Upon completion of
this program, participants will
have a better understanding of
how financial records can be used

shops, scheduled for Jan. 5, 12,
19 and 26. The course requires
participants to have an internet
connection.

This course is designed to help
farmers and ranchers understand
their current financial position
and how big decisions like large
purchases, new leases or changes
in production will affect their bot-

runs through Friday, Jan. 1, and
includes dozens of law enforcement
agencies throughout Nebraska. Troop-
ers will perform high-visibility patrols
throughout the state, monitoring the
roads for impaired drivers.

“As we close out 2020, we urge
everyone on the road to work togeth-
er to make these final weeks safe for
those traveling,” said Col. John Bolduc,

to prevent impaired driving. Multiple
organizations offer free rides during
the holidays, in addition to options such
as ride-sharing, taxi services or desig-
nating a driver.

This effort is made possible in part
from a grant for $23,000 from the Ne-
braska Department of Transportation
— Highway Safety Office.

to make decisions and confidently
discuss their financial position
with their family, business part-
ners and lenders.

The course fee is $20 per partic-
ipant and class size is limited to
20 people. Register online at wia.
unl.edu/know. Registration closes
Dec. 29.

Have a safe and merry Christmas.
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you in the manner
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we will help you find
the perfect feel!
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Dey to celebrate 90

Vernon Dey of
Seward will celebrate
his 90th birthday this
month.

He was born Dec. 25,
1930.

To celebrate, his
family is requesting a
card shower. Cards may
be sent to Dey at Ridge-
wood Rehab and Care
Center, 624 Pinewood
Ave., #110A, Seward, NE
68434.

-
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Statsny to turn 90

Dennis Statsny of Bee
will celebrate his 90th
birthday this month.

He was born Dec. 27,
1930.

He and wife Arelen
have four children
including Annette and
Curtis Hammeke, Judy
and Bob Siedhoff, Joyce
and Lyle Vrbka and
Jane Statsny. He also
has 10 grandchildren
and four great-grand-
children.

To celebrate, his
family is requesting a
card shower. Birthday
greetings may be sent

t0 2110 Q Road, Bee, NE
68314.

Students

University of
Nebraska - Kearney

Graduate and under-
graduate degrees were
conferred for 410 winter
graduates at University
of Nebraska at Kearney
commencement exercis-
es Dec. 17-18.

Students graduating
with honors have the
honors noted after their
names. Honors, along
with grade-point aver-
ages necessary to earn
those honors, include:

summa cum laude, 3.90-
4.00; magna cum laude,
3.80-3.89; cum laude,
3.70-3.79; and honorable
mention, 3.50-3.69.

Malcolm—Brittni
Pelrz, MAE in Reading
PK-12

Seward—Cory Hart-
man, MAE in School
Principalship Pre-K-8

Utica—Nolan Hahn,
BS in Business Ad-
ministration, Morgan
Payne, BAED in Special
Education, cum laude

Announce Your Special Events,
Anniversaries, Graduations,
Birthdays, etc in the
Seward Cournty

Inndeperndernt.

402-643-3676

DISABILITY:

Advocating for You

No one in Nebraska knows more
than the League of Human Dignity
about advocating for people with
disabilities or about helping them to
become advocates for themselves.

Contact the League and see how we

can help you

get the servic- LEAGUE
es you need to OF
maintain your HUMAN

independence. DIGNITY

Phone 833-800-5643

Youth is a gift of nature
but age is a work of art.

Dad and Mom
& the rest of the family
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The family of Boyd Gabel
%
(5
e &9
The family of Brendon Riha would like to thank
everyone for the prayers, phone calls, cards, masses,
memorials and donations to the GoFundMe.
Thank you to Msgr. Tucker for the beautiful £l
memorial service and Brad and Jill Perdue for all With lots of love
their time, care and guidance to our family. . ’o
Jennifer, Dave, Kasen & Kinley
Shelley, Haydan, Kennedy h h I
Scott and Cathy Heather, Shawn, Tanea
Whitney and Bradley Jamie, TJ, Makenna, Kambryn & Kraetyn
&2 Bill and Mary o Brandon, Sarah, Branick & Tenison
u\Q/ \5 P

calls, providing food, flowers and encouraging
words. All was greatly appreciated.
Volzke Funeral Home was a great help.

PEOPLE

Together We Transform Lives

TEAMMAT

MENTORING

SEWARD

Brant (mentor)

How long have you been part of the Team-
Mates program?

This will be Brant’s (imy) fifth year.

What is your favorite memory from Team-
Mates?

Rather than a specific memory what comes to
mind are the multiple conversations and experi-
ences we have been able to share. Ilove to see a
smile on Timmy’s face and hear him laugh. We
like to tease each other quite a bit.

Why do you like being part of the Team-
Mates program?

It is a great experience because it allows you
to view life from another perspective. It is a way
that I can invest in the future. My motive is to
provide hope and truth for my mentee as well as a
person who has the time to listen and care.

If you could tell anyone about TeamMates
what would it be?

I would encourage more men to step in and offer
their time, wisdom, and personality to another
individual. The resources are solid and plenti-
ful. The local leadership does all they can to help
each mentor/mentee team be able to succeed. 1
have thoroughly enjoyed the experiences in
TeamMates. Several of the experiences have been
mutually beneficial!

Timothy
(mentee)

How long have you been part of the Team-
Mates program?

I have been in the Teammates Mentoring Pro-
gram for seven years. I was with my first mentor
Patrick for four years. I have been with Brant for 3
years.

What is your favorite memory from Team-
Mates?

Dear friends,
Thank you to everyone who remembered me
with a wonderful card, letter, note or call for
my 80th birthday. | am truly touched by the
number of people that reached out to me.
Each outreach brought special memories to me.
Thank you all so very much.
Blessings this Christmas season and
Happy New Year to each of you.

Emily Neujahr

Y

Thank you to everyone who made
the burden of grief a little easier by offering
prayers, sending cards, memorials, phone

@ﬁ

Page

11A

December 23, 2020

LS

With Patrick, my favorite memory was playing
chess and checkers with him.

My favorite memory with Brant has been when
it is nice out we go for walks around the building,
enjoying the fresh air after being inside all day.
And we talk about what all has been going on in
our lives.

Why do you like being part of the Team-
Mates program?
I1like being able to meet with Brant, and being
able to talk about what all we have been doing that
week, We actually haven’t played a game recently,

we just have been talking and walking around.

If you could tell anyone about TeamMates
what would it be?
Being able to meet with a member of the com-

munity, who has some of the same interests as

you, and you usually meet once a week, and you
play games and talk about what is going on in your
lives.

=

Our Sincere Thanks

The family of Ruth Olson wishes
to thank everyone for their kindness
shown to us after Ruth's passing,
through their prayers, visits, phone calls,
food, flowers, cards and memorials.

Don Olson and family
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$ Happy 50"'Anmversary 3’
" Rod & Priscilla Thonen -

12.26.1970

<

~

From lines to get into the bathroom, the pay phone on the wall or
. the family red van. (Actually, we voted and the van was orange.)

A

We're so thankful for you and everything you've done for us.

Happy 65" wedding anniversary, Mom and Dad. We love you.
Love, your 11 children and their spouses, 45 grandchildren and 51 great-grandchildren

Cards of celebration may be sent to:
Robert and Carolyn Gilbreath 1327 294 Road « Seward, NE 68434
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Let Lt snmow, Let Lt smow, Let Lt smoooooow

CRAIG JONES/SCI
In taking a drive around the streets of Milford, one can get a sense that the Christmas season is upon us as many homes
had outside decorations set in place. Reporter and office assistant Craig Jones spent a snowy afternoon checking out
the sights around town. Do you have some festive photos to share? Let’s see them! Email craig@sewardindependent.
com to potentially have your jolly photo in the SCI.

" With Wishes Warun & Bnight

May the Christmas season deliver an abundance
of peace, love and joy to you and your family.

Zabka-Fordue

FUNERAL HOME

Seward ¢ Dwight ¢ 402-643-2924
zabkafuneralhome.com

&

Brad & Jill Perdue
Greg & Dixie Zabka

Merry Christmas and thank you
for your support in 2020!

Kirby Roth Insurance
604 Seward St. e Seward, NE  402.643.4591
www.kirbyrothinsurance.com

DECEMBER
Test Nebraska set
in Seward

Test Nebraska will be available in
Seward in December from 9 to 11 a.m.
in the west parking lot across the street
from the Seward Family Medical Center.
Individuals must register for testing. Vis-
it testnebraska.com to take the online
assessment to see if your are eligible to
receive a free COVID-19 test. For more
information, visit Test Nebraska. Dates
for testing are Tuesdays, Dec. 22 and
29, and Thursdays, Dec. 24 and 31.

Library winter ‘card’
available now

Stop in Seward Memorial Library
or print online the Winter Library ‘Card’
reading challenge. There are new
suggestions and activities on the 16
square grid. Complete a column or row,
or the entire card, and turn it in for the
next random cash drawing provided by
the Friends of Seward Library. You will
have one entry for each row or column
you complete. Have fun discovering
new materials in the library and maybe
you will be rewarded! All cards must be
returned by Dec. 31. The drawing will
take place in early January.

Memorial ornaments
on display

Ornaments donated in memory
of loved ones can be viewed in the
display case at Seward Memorial Library
during December. If you would like
to remember someone special, the
library will accept ornament memorials
throughout the month. Ornaments and
information about the deceased should
be given to staff. The memorials will be
available for viewing each December
so the legacy of your special person will
continue.

~ JANUARY 21
Committee plans Jan-
uary meeting

The monthly meeting of the Seward
Fourth of July Celebration Committee
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 21, at 7
p.m. in the West Fireplace room of the
Seward Civic Center at 616 Bradford
Street. The meeting is to plan and orga-
nize the 2021 Fourth of July Celebration
and select honorees and committee
chair. Volunteers are welcome and the
meeting is open to the public.

The 2021 July 4 will honor the
centennial of Hughes Brothers, Inc.,
founded in 1921, and the theme is
“Made in America!” The committee
also plans to honor the centennial of
the Rivoli Theater, who was to be the
honoree last year but the celebration
was physically canceled and held only
virtually. The theme for the Rivioli
Centennial is “The Magic of Movies!”
So, this year we hope to host a double
celebration.

Nominations are still be sought for
the Seward County Community Service
Award for 2021. Names and resumes

Mark your calendars

should be submitted to Clark Kolter-
man, 660 East Pinewood Ave., Seward,
or email him at clark.kolterman@
sewardschools.org. A panel will compile
the nominations and a committee cross
section from throughout Seward County
will vote on the honoree.

Committee reports will be heard at
the Jan. 21 meeting and details for the
2021 event are being planned. For more
information, contact Kolterman at clark.
kolterman@sewardschools.org

Save the date
and study up

The 11th annual PTL Trivia Night is
coming to the Ag Pavilion on Friday,
Jan. 29. Doors open at 5:45 p.m. and
trivia starts at 7:15 p.m. The team with
the most correct trivia answers wins
$400; second place wins $200. All
proceeds will benefit the children of
St. John. Cost is $200 per table of eight
players, and must be paid in advance.
Registration opened Oct. 5, and closes
Jan. 22. You may register your team at
http://www.tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia.
The event will follow public gathering
guidelines from Four Corners Health
Department. Participants will be asked
to wear masks when away from their
team table. For more information, email
stjohntrivia@gmail.com or call Michelle
Meyer at (402) 219-3008. Also, contact
Meyer to be a corporate or memorial

sponsor for a team or trivia round. The
backup date is March 26.

THURSDAYS

Family history ques-
tions? Society can
help

The Seward County Genealogical
Society meets every Thursday from 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. downstairs at the Civic
Center.

TOPS meets weekly
Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a
nonprofit weight management orga-
nization, meets every Thursday in the
Audio-Visual Room at the Seward Civic
Center. Weigh-in starts at 11:15 a.m.,
with meetings from noon to 12:30 p.m.
The first meeting is free. Masks are
worn and social distancing is practiced.

FURTHER NOTICE
Library doors closed
to public

Seward Memorial Library has closed
its doors to the public for the time
being, but the drive-up window remains
open all published hours as long as
staff is available. Call the library at (402)
643-3318, text the staff at (402) 260-
2202 or email the staff at info@seward-
library.org with requests or questions.
The staff will be happy to have items
ready for you to pick up when they are
available.

Stay safe this
holiday season!

Ha

Warmest

Wishes

Sending you and yours tidings of comfort
and joy at Christmastime! May the spirit of
the season warm your heart and home at the
holidays and throughout the New Year.

When the weather outside is frightful, we thank
you for choosing us to keep your home feeling

delightful. Serving you is our pleasure, and we
appreciate your loyal support.

olidays!

@‘. —
0% REFRIGERATION
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

402-643-3644
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NSAA announces
fall honorees

The Nebraska School Activities Association
announced the student recipients of the Fall
2020-21 Nebraska Chiropractic Physicians
Association Academic All-State Awards. Since
2006 this NSA A award program has recognized
students who meet the criteria for nomination by
their school in the season of their activity.

Each year the NSAA and the NCPA recognize
students during fall, winter and spring seasons
who are nominated by their schools for their
individual academic excellence, leadership and
significant contributions in their NSAA activity.

Area students honored include:

Centennial

Boys’ cross country—Clinton Turnbull

Football—Logan Cast and Cooper Gierhan

Play production—Madison Avery and Carson
Richters

Softball—Madison Avery and Kailey Ziegler

Unified bowling—Jacob Bargen and Daylee
Dey

Volleyball—Kate Hirschfeld and Jaycee Stuhr

Malcolm

Boys’ cross country—John Boesen and David
Swotek

Girls’ cross country—Grace Schleining and
Lauren Shafer

Football—Gavan Dunse andMalcolm Saltz-
man

Play production—Archer Moody and Grace
Schleining

Softball—Mikayla DeBaets and Josephine
Holliday

Unified bowling—Madeline Day and David
Swotek

Volleyball—Kaitlyn Dostal and Ashlynn Sehi

Milford

Boys’ cross country—Maddox Baack and Ben
Copley

Girls’ cross country—Mattie Mullet and Alay-
na Piening

Football—Nick Beel and Nathan Bennett

Play production—Collin Piening and Isaac
Voboril

Softball—Abby Houk and Makena Stutzman

Volleyball—Hannah Kepler and Savannah
Spahr

Seward

Boys’ cross country—Nathan Nottingham and
Michael Peery

Girls’ cross country—Keegan Beisel and Sa-
mantha Hughes

Football—Nathan Miller and Hunter Novacek

Girls’ golf—Remi Christensen and Claire
Novak

Play production—Ella Gray and Hannah
Helmer

Softball—Claire Geidel and Lauryn Parra

Volleyball—Anna Hughes and Abbey Ringler

by Stephanie Croston

scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Centennial girls’
basketball team faced
a tough road last week,
with three Southern
Nebraska Conference op-
ponents on the schedule.

The Broncos emerged
unscathed, beating Fair-
bury 29-27, Milford 51-44
and Superior 47-4.

“We just take it game
by game,” Coach Jake
Polk said.

The Broncos fought
through a poor shooting
performance at Fair-
bury Dec. 15 but found a
way to win, Polk said.

“They were good
shots. They just weren’t
falling,” he said.

The Broncos also
struggled from the free
throw line, making just
11 of 26 attempts.

Kate Hirschfeld led
Centennial with 14
points, eight rebounds
and four steals.

On Dec. 18, the Bron-
cos hosted Milford in a
cross-county clash and
got the 51-44 win.

“It’s been awhile since
we’d beaten them,” Polk
said, adding that the last
CHS win was in 2014. “It
was a fun game. We were
happy to be the ones on
top.”

Hirschfeld led CHS
with 16 points and nine
rebounds. Asia Nisly
added 15 points, and
Jaycee Stuhr delivered
six assists.

The teams combined
to make 19 three-point-
ers in the game. Centen-
nial made 10, which is a
school record, Polk said.

He was pleased with
Nisly’s performance.
The senior had been
struggling with con-
fidence after missing
almost two years, but
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CHS wins county clash

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Kiley Rathjen of Centennial turns into the lane and has the ball stolen by Makena Stutz-

man of Milford Dec. 18.

she’s starting to find her out flat, letting Superior

game, he said.

The Broncos had
a quick turnaround,
visiting Superior on
Saturday.

“We used a lot of gas
against Milford,” Polk
said.

The Broncos came

build a 16-point lead. In
the second half, CHS
kept its composure and
started chipping away
at the Wildcat lead. The
Bronco defense held
Superior to four points
in the third quarter and
trailed by one at the end

of the period. Daylee Dey
made a three-pointer at
the buzzer to cut the lead
to one, and CHS went
on a 9-0 run to start the
fourth.

“The momentum
shifted in the third and
fourth quarters,” Polk

(continued on 2B)

Milford tops Broncos, Bluejays on court

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

“It was a good week-
end for us,” Milford
Coach Tony Muller said.

His Milford boys’
basketball team won
both its games, beating
Centennial 49-37 and
Ashland-Greenwood
56-53.

The Eagles and Bron-
cos matched up Dec. 18
in Utica.

“It’s always a tough
game,” Muller said.

Both teams shot well
to start the game, with
Centennial leading
after one quarter 15-14.
Things cooled off in
the second quarter, but
Milford took a 19-18 lead
into halftime.

Muller said the Eagles
started out playing
man-to-man defense,
but MHS couldn’t slow
Centennial junior Jake
Bargen, who finished
the game with 18 points.
Milford switched to a
1-3-1 zone defense with
about three minutes to
play, and that slowed
the Broncos somewhat,
Muller said.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI
Seth Stutzman of Milford fights through the Centennial defense Dec. 18.

“We felt that was the
best option for us,” he
said.

After halftime, the
Eagles outscored Cen-
tennial 14-8 in the third
quarter and 16-11 in the
fourth.

Micah Hartwig led
Milford with 18 points,
and Jaxon Weyand add-
ed 13. Seth Stutzman fin-
ished with eight points,
five rebounds and three
steals.

Milford didn’t have
much time to recover, as
the Eagles hosted Ash-
land-Greenwood Dec. 19.
Again Milford started
out in its man-to-man
defense but AGHS built
a 10-point lead. Milford
switched to the 1-3-1
zone, and that was very
effective, Muller said.

The Eagles cut the
lead to one with 20 sec-
onds to play in the first
half, but after getting a
rebound, the Bluejays
stripped the ball and
got their own layup and
free throw to hold a 30-25
halftime lead.

Milford continued
to cut into the lead and

went ahead with about
1:30 to play in the game.
Stutzman was the
scoring leader with 19
points and also grabbed
eight rebounds. Hartwig
added 11 points. Both
had three steals and
three assists.
Milford (5-0) was
to host Bruning-Dav-
enport-Shickley Dec.
21 and travel to North
Bend Dec. 22 before the
Christmas break.

Milford 49, Centennial 37

MHS 14 5 14 16 49
CHS 15 3 8 11 37

MHS—Isaac Yeackley 2-4 1-3 5, Micah
Hartwig 6-14 3-4 18, Jaxon Weyand 4-6 4-4 13,
Kaleb Miller 1-2 1-2 3, Seth Stutzman 4-7 0-0 8,
Cabe Schluckebier 1-20-0 2. Totals 18-359-13 49.

CHS—Totals 14-35 6-7 37.

Three-point goals—MHS 4-11 (Yeackley
0-2, Hartwig 3-5, Weyand 1-2, Stutzman 0-2),
CHS 3-13.Rebounds—MHS 22 (Stutzman 5), CHS
16. Assists—MHS 9 (Weyand 4). Steals—MHS
12 (Yeackley 4). Turnovers—MHS 11, CHS 14.
Fouls—MHS 6, CHS 11.

Milford 56, Ashland-Greenwood 53
AGHS 15 15 13 10 53
MHS 12 13 16 15 56

AGHS—Totals 19-36 8-13 53.

MHS—Yeackley 3-7 1-2 7, Hartwig 4-7 2-2
11, Bryce Jakub 1-1 1-2 3, Maddox Baack 1-2 0-0
2, Weyand 3-7 2-2 8, Miller 2-2 2-3 6, Stutzman
6-18 3-3 19, Schluckebier 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 22-43
11-14 56.

Three-point goals—AGHS 7-18, MHS
1-5 (Yeackley 0-2, Hartwig 1-2, Stutzman 0-1).
Rebounds—AGHS 20, MHS 20 (Stutzman
8). Assists—MHS 10 (Hartwig, Stutzman 3).
Steals—MHS 9 (Hartwig, Stutzman 3). Blocked
shots—MHS 2. Turnovers—AGHS 19, MHS 11.
Fouls—AGHS 17, MHS 12.

Proudly helping you prepare for and live in retirement

402-643-6651

Brady A. Johnson, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

116 S. 4th St. - Seward

John R. Owens, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

445 N. 6th St. - Seward
402-643-6635

Adam R. Greenquist, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

212S. 1st St. « Seward
402-643-6689
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Mistakes cost Eagles in two

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford girls’
basketball team battled
in its two games last
week but couldn’t get the
wins. The Eagles came
up short against Ash-
land-Greenwood 45-42
and Centennial 51-44.

Coach Phil Stauffer
said MHS outplayed
Ashland-Greenwood for
three quarters, but the
third quarter was the
team’s downfall.

“The third quarter
we didn’t score,” he said.
“We had open shots, just
didn’t make anything.”

He said turnovers
(Milford finished with
18) played into the de-
feat.

“We played much
better offensively in the
first half, and to come
out and have a third
quarter like we did was
disappointing,” he said.

Hannah Kepler
scored 15 to lead Mil-
ford. Kaitlin Kontor
finished with 10 points
and six assists.

Stauffer said Milford’s
game against Centennial

was much better than its
last three. Even though
Centennial shot well
from the three-point
line, the Eagles stayed
composed and battled.

“I think we took a
big step forward in this
game in our play with
only six turnovers,” he
said. “We just need to be
a little better on defense
and not allow a team to
get open looks from the
three-point line.”

Kontor scored 15 and
was 5-8 from three-point
range. Kepler finished
with 16 points, Taylor
Roth grabbed nine re-
bounds.

The Eagles (2-3) were
to host Bruning-Dav-
enport-Shickley Dec.

21 in the first round of
the holiday tournament
and then travel to North
Bend Dec. 22 in their last
game before Christmas.

Ashland-Greenwood 45, Milford 42
AGHS 14 7 16 8 45
MHS 18 13 0 11 42

AGHS—Totals 15-34 12-18 45.

MHS—Makena Stutzman 1-8 0-0 3, Kaitlin
Kontor 3-9 1-2 10, Hannah Kepler 6-13 0-0 15,
Kaitlyn Klug 1-1 0-0 2, Taylor Roth 0-3 0-0 0,
Sydney Stelling 1-2 0-0 2, Abby Houk 3-7 0-0 8,
Mariah Richards 0-1 2-2 2. Totals 15-44 3-4 42.

Three-point goals—AGHS 3-9, MHS 9-29
(Stutzman 1-7, Kontor 3-8, Kepler 3-8, Houk 2-6).

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Sydney Stelling of Milford drives to the hoop against Cen-

tennial Dec. 18.

Rebounds—AGHS 21, MHS 30 (Kepler, Stelling
6). Assists—MHS 13 (Kontor 6). Steals—MHS 9
(Kontor, Houk 3). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Klug
1). Turnovers—AGHS 16, MHS 18. Fouls—AGHS
9, MHS 17.

Centennial 51, Milford 44
MHS 11 9 15 9 44
CHS 14 10 14 13 51
MHS—Stutzman 2-8 0-0 6, Kontor 5-12 0-0
15, Kepler 4-157-9-16, Klug 0-1 0-0 0, Roth 1-50-0

2, Stelling 2-3 0-0 5, Houk 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 14-48
7-9.

CHS—Totals 17-36 7-13 51.

Three-point goals—MHS 9-24 (Stutzman
2-6, Kontor 5-8, Kepler 1-7, Stelling 1-1, Houk
0-2), CHS 10-20. Rebounds—MHS 24 (Roth 9),
CHS 29. Assists—MHS 9 (three with 2). Steals—
MHS 8 (Kepler 3). Turnovers—MHS 6, CHS 11.
Fouls—MHS 11, CHS 10.
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Centennial’s Asia Nisly looks for the hoop as Kaitlin Kontor
of Milford jumps to block her shot Dec. 18.

Broncos

(continued from 1B)
said.
Nisly finished with 15
points to lead the Bron-
cos. Hirschfeld record-

hard, and I'm proud of
their effort.”
Centennial (5-0) is
now off until the holi-
day classic at Malcolm

ed 12 points and eight starting Tuesday, Dec.
rebounds. 29. Polk said he’d like
“We were able to come the team to stay active
away with the win,” during the break, study
Polk said. “They worked the playbook and try not
to get too rusty.
CHS will open compe-
tition Tuesday, Dec. 29,
at 6 p.m. against Wil-

Chippers find groove in early season

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

When the rest of the
state got a two-and-a-half
week head start to their
season, the Malcolm
girls’ basketball team
knew that there would
be some rust to shake off
in the first few games.
The fact that five games
in, not only are they un-
defeated, but none of the
games have been close,
shows this team has a lot
of upside.

The Clippers picked
up three wins last week
including its most
convincing so far, a
runaway 56-22 victory
at Raymond Central on
Dec. 19.

Malcolm jumped out
to a 14-point lead in the
first quarter before shut-
ting the Mustangs out in
the second frame to go
up by 20 at the break.

The Clippers took
the bulk of their shots
from long-range, as they
attempted a season-high
40 three-pointers.

“They really packed it
in on the inside and pret-
ty much dared us to beat
them from the outside,”
Malcolm head coach
Andy Klepper said. “For-
tunately, a couple of our
girls were hitting.”

Diamond Sedlak
had her best night of
the season. The sopho-
more went 5-of-7 from
behind the arc to score
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DOUG CARROLL/SCI
Malcolm’s Emma Brown drives to the basket as EIm-
wood-Murdock’s Lexi Bacon tries to defend during the
Clippers’ 32-20 home victory.

coach for the Axtell
boys’ team where he
earned his first 64 wins.

“It was nice to get that
win at home and against
a team that got the best
of us twice last year,”
Klepper said. “The girls
and the parents made it
a special night.”

Fortik led Malcolm
with 12 points while
Emma Brown added 10.

Malcolm started the
week on Dec. 15 with a
hard fought, 32-20 win
over Elmwood-Murdock.

“That was a rough
one,” Klepper said. “I'm
not sure we were all
dialed in mentally that
night. We did enough to
get the win but we can’t
get away with many
nights like that.”

Ashlynn Sehi led her
team with nine points
and seven rebounds.

“Ashlynn has taken
some big strides this
year,” Klepper said. “She
was one of our hardest
workers during the
summer and she really

15 points. Alyssa Fortik
knocked down three
from long distance and
led all scorers with 20.
“We need our scorers
to continue to devel-
op their confidence,”
Klepper said. “Across
the board, our shooting
needs to improve.”
The previous night,

Bluejay boys fall
short at Norris

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Seward boys’
basketball team couldn’t
find its offense Dec. 18 in
a 66-22 loss at Norris.

“Norris out-played us
Friday,” Coach Trevor
Menke said. “We need
to continue to string
together good practices
and keep getting better
every day.”

The Jays trailed 4-1
after the first quarter,
but Norris outscored
them 23-8 and 27-9 in the
second and third periods
to put the game out of

reach.

Leighton Limback
led the Jays with eight
points.

Seward (0-5) was to
host Lincoln Lutheran
Dec. 22 in the final game
before the Christmas
break.

Norris 66, Seward 22
SHS 1 8 9 4 22
NHS 4 23 27 12 66

SHS—Drew Covalt 1-30-0 2, Traetyn Schae-
fer 2-7 0-0 5, Jackson Trost 0-3 0-0, Gavin Sukup
1-2 0-0 2, Leighton Limback 4-7 0-0 8, Kameron
Dyer 0-2 0-0 0, Sam Schroeder 2-7 1-2 5. Totals
10-311-222.

Three-point goals—SHS 1-10 (Covalt 0-2,
Schaefer 1-3, Trost 0-1, Sukup 0-1, Limback 0-2).
Rebounds—SHS 13 (Schaefer 3). Assists—SHS
4 (Schroeder 2). Steals—SHS 2 (Schaefer, Schro-
eder 1). Turnovers—SHS 21. Fouls—SHS 9.
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transformed herself
physically.
: “She’s doing a lot of
the Clippers earned . ,
Klepper his 100th career thnlllgsﬁ 1ight ngw that
win as a head coach re?rﬁl 1\? b uél
as they defeated No. 0 havee o?fe 5moi~%p§;rsn§-
;E;N Sﬁ?gf} %ngg;[ﬁgf g3 t o before the holiday break
Mélc olm, the third-year as they host Louisville

(4-3) Dec. 22.

Clippers’ coach spent “That one will be a

five seasons as the head
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battle,” Klepper said.
“They have some talent-
ed young players and
they have size in places
that will create matchup
issues for us.

“We won'’t be able to
mess around and expect
to get an easy win. We
have to show up and play
clean ball.”

Malcolm 56, Raymond Central 22
MAL 24 6 7 19 56
RC 10 0 1 1 22

MALCOLM—Joslyn Small 1-9 0-0 2, Reagan
Wondercheck 1-4 0-0 3, Alanea Babb 0-1 0-0 0,
Jasmine Small 0-6 0-0 0, Ashlynn Sehi 2-3 0-0 4,
Kiley Elkins 0-0 0-0 0, Jordan Denton 0-4 2-4 2,
Alyssa Fortik 7-17 3-5 20, Diamond Sedlak 5-8
0-0 15, Emma Brown 3-5 1-2 7, Lauryn England
1-30-0 2, Cora Schweitzer 0-0 1-2 1.

RC-8-23 3-8 22.

Three-point goals-MHS 9-40 (Jo. Small 0-7,
Wondercheck 1-3, Babb 0-1, Ja. Small 0-5, Denton
0-4, Fortik 3-11, Sedlak 5-7, England 0-2) RC 3-9.
Rebounds—MHS 29 (Brown 4, Sehi 4) RC 28.
Assists—MHS 13 (Fortik 3) RC 7. Steals—MHS
22 (Fortik 6) RC 4. Turnovers—MHS 8 RC 33.
Fouls—MHS 12 RC 12.

Malcolm 43, Weeping Water 29
ww 2 6 13 8 29
MAL 8 12 17 6 43

MALCOLM—Jo. Small 0-7 0-0 0, Wonder-
check 0-2 0-0 0, Ja. Small 2-6 0-0 5, Sehi 2-8 2-4
9, Elkins 1-1 0-0 2, Denton 0-4 0-0 0, Fortik 4-11
1-312, Sedlak 1-3 2-2 5, Brown 4-7 2-5 10.

WW-11-33 4-5 29.

Three-point goals-MHS 5-26 (Jo. Small 0-4,
Wondercheck 0-1,Ja. Small 1-4, Denton 0-4, Fortik
3-10, Sedlak 1-3) WW 3-18. Rebounds—MHS 34
(Brown 7) WW 22. Assists—MHS 13 (Fortik 5)
WW 8. Steals—MHS 14 (Sehi 3, Sedlak 3) WW 5.
Turnovers—MHS 15 WW 22. Fouls—MHS 11
WW 13.

Malcolm 32, Elmwood-Murdock 20
E-M 4 6 6 4 20
MAL 8 13 10 1 32

MALCOLM— Jo. Small 2-10 1-2 6, Ja. Small
0-20-0 0, Sehi 2-2 5-7 9, Denton 2-5 0-0 5, Fortik
3-8 1-3 8, Sedlak 0-3 0-0 0, Brown 2-5 0-0 4,
England 0-1 0-0 0.

E-M-7-32 2-4 20.

Three-point goals-MHS 3-21 (Jo. Small 1-6,
Ja. Small 0-1, Denton 1-4, Fortik 1-6, Sedlak 0-3,
England 0-1) E-M 4-23. Rebounds—MHS 25 (Sehi
7) E-M 30. Assists—MHS 4 E-M 5. Steals—MHS
14 (Fortik 4) E-M 8. Turnovers—MHS 12 E-M 21.
Fouls—MHS 7 E-M 11.

NEBRASKA

Crowded places,

ber-Clatonia. The Bron-
cos will play Malcolm on

Wednesday at 6 p.m.
Centennial 29, Fairbury 27

CHS 5 9 8 7 29

FHS 2 11 4 10 27

CHS—Kate Hirschfeld 4-12 6-12 14, Kierra
Green 1-7 0-0 3, Daylee Dey 1-4 0-2 3, Jaci Opfer
1-1 2-2 4, Kiley Rathjen 0-2 0-4 0, Asia Nisly 0-4
1-4 1, Jaycee Stuhr 0-6 2-2 2, Kailey Ziegler 1-1
0-0 2. Totals 8-37 11-26 29.

FHS—Totals 11-38 3-12 27.

Three-point goals—CHS 2-15 (Hirschfeld
0-1, Green 1-7, Dey 1-1, Nisly 0-2, Stuhr 0-4),
FHS 2-20. Rebounds—CHS 28 (Hirschfeld 8),
FHS 24. Assists—CHS 5 (Dey 2). Steals—CHS 9
(Hirschfeld 4). Blocked shots—CHS 2 (Dey, Rath-
jen 1). Turnovers—CHS 11, FHS 17. Fouls—CHS
15, FHS 18.

Centennial 51, Milford 44
MHS 1 9 15 9 44
CHS 14 10 14 13 51

MHS—Totals 14-48 7-9 44.

CHS—Hirschfeld 6-9 1-2 16, Green 2-5 0-0
6, Dey 2-7 0-0 6, Opfer 1-2 0-0 2, Rathjen 0-1 0-4
0, Maddie Avery 1-1 0-0 3, Nisly 4-7 6-7 15, Stuhr
1-20-0 3.Totals 17-34 7-13 51.

Three-point goals—MHS 9-24, CHS 10-19
(Hirschfeld 3-3, Green 2-6, Dey 2-6, Avery 1-1,
Nisly 1-3, Stuhr 1-1). Rebounds—MHS 24, CHS
24 (Hirschfeld 9). Assists—CHS 14 (Stuhr 6).
Steals—CHS 2 (Hirschfeld, Opfer 1). Blocked
shots—CHS 3 (three with 1). Turnovers—MHS
6, CHS 14. Fouls—MHS 11, CHS 10.

Centennial 47, Superior 40

CHS 6 11 12 18 47
SHS 9 17 4 10 40

CHS—Hirschfeld 3-9 6-12 12, Green 0-4 0-0
0, Dey 1-3 4-6 7, Opfer 0-2 0-0 0, Rathjen 4-6 0-2
8, Nisly 6-11 3-5 15, Stuhr 0-3 2-2 2, Ziegler 1-4
1-3 3. Totals 15-42 16-30 47.

SHS—Totals 17-46 5-16 40.

Three-point goals—CHS 1-8 (Green
0-4, Dey 1-1, Nisly 0-1, Stuhr 0-2), SHS 1-14.
Rebounds—CHS 31 (Hirschfeld 8), SHS 27.
Assists—CHS 9 (Stuhr 3). Steals—CHS 9 (Stuhr
3).Blocked shots—CHS 1 (Stuhr 1). Turnovers—
CHS 17, SHS 19. Fouls—CHS 13.

You can order
photos online at
WWW.
sewardindependent.

com
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Caleb Courter of Malcolm fights against Crete’s Henry
Vicente Vasquez to pin him during the 182-pound match
up at the dual at Crete on Dec. 18.

Malcolm wins
dual. wrestles
at tournament

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

Tempered expecta-
tions are the new norm
in a COVID-19 world.
With all the delays and
missed experiences
brought on by the pan-
demic, setting too lofty
of goals can prove to be
disappointing.

The shutdowns and
restrictions robbed the
Malcolm wrestling team
of its usual summer
camp season in which
the grapplers get in doz-
ens of matches. Add in
the two-and-a-half week
delay to the start of the
season brought on by
the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Health Depart-
ment’s directed health
measure, and the Clip-
pers are even further
behind schedule.

After Wahoo can-
celed its Dec. 19 meet
due to Covid cases,
several schools re-rout-
ed to Grand Island to
compete in the quickly
thrown together North-
west Invitational. Mal-
colm placed seventh
out of eight teams by
scoring 45 team points.

“Even our most
experienced guys aren’t
where they would nor-
mally be by this point in
the year,” Malcolm head
coach Matt Coufal said.
“You can do a lot of run-
ning and conditioning
when you’re shut down,
but you just can’t make
up for lost mat time.”

Gavin Zoucha had
the best finish for
Malcolm. After get-
ting two early pins,
the 160-pound junior
was pinned late in the
second period of his
championship match
against Nolan Eller of
Aquinas Catholic.

“That’s a match that
later in the season, I
fully expect Gavin to
win,” Coufal said. “He
knows what to do to
win and he has the abil-
ity to beat him. More
time on the mat this
season will make him
better and he’ll get to
where he needs to be.”

After losing his
opening match against
Centennial’s Carson
Felhafer, 285-pound
junior Kale Nordmeyer
fought his way back to
earn a bronze medal.
Nordmeyer earned first

period pins in both of
his wins.

The Clippers picked
up a pair of fourth-
place medals as Josh
Stewart (170) and Caleb
Courter (182) each went
1-2 in their brackets.

“Caleb is in his
third year of wrestling
at any level,” Coufal
said. “Most high school
wrestlers have six or
more years of experi-
ence before they get to
high school.

“Caleb has done
some pretty impressive
things considering his
lack of experience. He’s
an example of someone
that really needed the
summer work we all
missed out on. The
more he learns on the
mat, the better he’ll be.”

The Clippers traveled
to Crete on Dec. 18 and
earned a 47-36 dual win
over the Cardinals. Zane
Zoucha (120), Bricen
Wilkie (126), Colt Reil-
ing (138), Courter (182)
and Nordmeyer (285) all
pinned their opponents.

Malcolm will take
some time off for
Christmas and re-
turn to the mat Dec.

31 when they travel to
Tecumseh to compete
in a quad with Lincoln
Lutheran, Lincoln
Christian and Johnson
County Central.

Malcolm 47, Crete 36

195: Riley Donahoo (M) win by forfeit; 220:
Kennedy Vicente Vasquez (C) win by forfeit;
285: Kale Nordmeyer (M) pin Ivery Hoyos (C)
5:19; 106: Jaime Ramos (C) win by forfeit; 113:
Wyatt Clarke (C) pin Cydnee Loos (M) 0:21; 120:
Zane Zoucha (M) pin Marlon Gomez (C) 2:11;
126: Bricen Wilkie (M) pin Jeffrey Kuncl (C) 4:44;
132: Cesar Linares (C) pin Bryce Teut (M) 1:11;
138: Colt Reiling (M) pin Conner Lomax (C) 3:10;
145: Anthony Frahm (C) pin Cayden Witzel (M)
1:03; 152: Emmanuel Valdovinos (C) pin Luke
Walters (M) 3:40; 160: Gavin Zoucha (M) def.
Zachary Binder (C) 21-6; 170: Josh Stewart (M)
win by forfeit; 182: Caleb Courter (M) pin Henry
Vicente (C) 3:34

Northwest Invite

120—Z. Zoucha (MAL) def. by Zander Ka-
van (AQU) 8-1; pinned by Garrison Schernikau
(CEN) 1:58

132—Teut (MAL) pinned by Ryan Payne
(CEN) 0:47; pinned by Max Yendra (GINW) 1:34

138—Reiling (MAL) pinned by Jarrett
Dodson (CEN) 0:59; pinned by Colton Ruff
(GINW) 3:20

145—Cayden Witzel (MAL) pinned by
Bo Bushhousen (GINW) 0:26; pinned by Ty
Beetison (AG) 0:27

152—Walters (MAL) pinned by Ethan
Schmid (AQU) 2:53; def. by Cyrus Songster
(CEN) 13-7

160—G. Zoucha (MAL) pin Cannon L.
McCarty (OW) 1:48; pin Owen Brennan (OGC)
2:56; pinned by Nolan Eller (AQU) 3:58, second

170—Stewart (MAL) def. by Cailyb Week-
ley (GINW) 12-4; def. Cade Hargis (OW) UTB 6-5;
def. by Marcus Eickmeier (AQU) 5-1, fourth

182—Courter (MAL) pinned by Tommy
Gilbert (OGC) 3:43; pin Austin Patchin (CEN)
1:58; pinned by Joseph Stein (GINW) 0:52, fourth

195—Donahoo (MAL) def. by Victor Isele
(GINW) 7-4; pin Jake Garcia (OGC) 2:54; pinned
by Paul Buresh (AQU) 1:54

285—Nordmeyer (MAL) pinned by Carson
Fehlhafer (CEN) 5:11; pin Billy Schleichardt
(GINW) 1:22; pin Salvatore Nacarelli (OGC) 0:46,
third

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI
Samuel Payne of Centennial works on a takedown against Raymond Central during a triangular Dec. 17.

Broncos improve on mat

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Centennial wres-
tling team hosted a trian-
gular Dec. 17 and compet-
ed in a new tournament
Dec. 19. The Broncos lost
both duals Dec. 17, falling
to Raymond Central 60-18
and to Cross County/Os-
ceola 37-30.

Coach Phil Payne said
Raymond Central has
good wrestlers at every
weight.

“I thought we could’ve
gotten a couple we
didn’t,” he said.

Jarett Dodson (138
pounds) and Samuel
Payne (195 pounds)
won their matches, and
Carson Fehlhafer got a
forfeit at 285 pounds.

Coach Payne was
pleased with the effort
from Tyson Rodewald,
as well. Rodewald lost
his match 4-3, but the
coach said he’s starting
to put things together.

Against CCO, Dodson
was the Broncos’ only
winner in a contested
match. Rodewald was in
danger of losing by tech-
nical fall to Bryce Reed
but put Reed on his back
and scored nearfall points
to make the final 16-10.

“Saturday we wres-
tled even better,” Coach
Payne said.

CHS was scheduled to
wrestle at Wahoo Dec.
19, but the tournament
was canceled because of
COVID-19. Eight teams
that were to be at Wa-
hoo, including Centenni-
al, met at Grand Island
Northwest instead.

Centennial finished
fourth in the team
standings and had six
medalists — four seconds
and two fourths. Keenan
Kosek, Ryan Payne,
Rodewald and Fehlhafer
each placed second, and
Garrison Schernikau
and Dodson were fourth.

SHS wrestlers 3-2 in
dual tournament

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Seward’s wrestling
team finished its Decem-
ber competitions at the
Platteview Duals Dec.
18. Seward was 3-2 with
wins over Falls City,
Lincoln North Star and
Louisville and losses to
Millard West and Ray-
mond Central.

Coach Bob Core took
10 wrestlers, and all
wrestled well, he said.

“I saw improvement
from the previous
week,” Core said. “I hope
we can keep that mo-
mentum.”

Cash Duncan, Cam-
eron Schrad and Nolan
Hill were all 5-0 on the
day. Duncan finished
with three pins, Schrad
with four and Hill with
two.

Core said everyone
won at least one match.

The Bluejays are back
in action Friday, Jan. 8,
at Ashland-Greenwood.

Core said he hopes all
the wrestlers stay active
over the break.

Platteview Duals 2020

Seward 54, Falls City 18
106 - Double Forfeit; 113 - Ray Feek (FC) win
by forfeit; 120 - Cash Duncan (S) win by forfeit;
126 - Wyatt Olberding (FC) win by forfeit; 132
- Xander Foulk (S) win by forfeit; 138 - Conner
Rosendale (S) win by forfeit; 145 - Cameron
Schrad (S) pin Kadyn Strecker (FC) 1:40; 152 -
Breckin Schoepf (S) win by forfeit; 160 - Boone
Duncan (S) pin Calvin Crouse (FC) 0:44; 170 -

Nolan Hill (S) pin Cameron Schramm (FC) 2:38;
182 - Hunter Novacek (S) pin Kemper Foster (FC)
2:43; 195 - Thomas Fields (FC) pin Dustin Hurley
(S) 0:29; 220 - Ethan Woolard (S) win by forfeit;
285 - Double Forfeit

Millard West 54, Seward 27

113 - Avery Russell (MW) win by forfeit;
120 - C. Duncan (S) win by forfeit; 126 - Levi
Buelt (MW) win by forfeit; 132 - Harrell Jackson
(MW) pin Foulk (S) 3:16; 138 - Rosendale (S)
win by forfeit; 145 - Schrad (S) win by forfeit;
152 - Kaden Williams (MW) pin Schoepf (S) 1:37;
160 - B. Duncan (S) win by forfeit; 170 - Hill (S)
def. Brecken Wallace (MW) 3-2; 182 - Noah Blair
(MW) pin Novacek (S) 1:47; 195 - Charlie Nosal
(MW) pin Hurley (S) 3:13; 220 - Colton McGahan
(MW) pin Woolard (S) 2:49; 285 - Ryan Kocovsky
(MW) win by forfeit; 106 - Enrique Haynes (MW)
win by forfeit

Raymond Central 51, Seward 25

120-C. Duncan (S) pin Cameron Shultz (RC)
2:36; 126 - Mitch Albrecht (RC) win by forfeit; 132
- Logan Bryce (RC) pin Foulk (S) 1:28; 138 - Rosen-
dale (S) pin Brock Skeahan (RC) 5:20; 145 - Schrad
(S) pin Jeremiah Karpov (RC) 3:31; 152 - Schoepf
(S) def. Tucker Maxson (RC) 12-10; 160 - Kaden
Parde (RC) pin B. Duncan (S) 1:54; 170 - Hill (S)
def. Gavin Soden (RC) 16-4; 182 - Jace Lickliter
(RC) pin Novacek (S) 3:57; 195 - Logan Jelinek (RC)
pin Hurley (S) 0:56; 220 - Colby DenHartog (RC)
def. Woolard (S) 8-3; 285 - Skylar Sterns (RC) win
by forfeit; 106 - Sophia Shultz (RC) win by forfeit;
113 - Jacob Schultz (RC) win by forfeit

Seward 43, Lincoln North Star 30

126 - Double Forfeit; 132 - Foulk (S) win by
forfeit; 138 - Connor Dillavou (LNS) pin Rosendale
(S) 0:37; 145 - Schrad (S) pin Aden Bourassa (LNS)
0:45; 152 - Schoepf (S) pin Zachary Fredenburg
(LNS) 5:11; 160 - B. Duncan (S) def. Callen Haus-
child (LNS) 8-2; 170 - Hill (S) def. Thiep Nuot (LNS)
14-2;182 - Novacek (S) win by forfeit; 195 - Hurley
(S) pin Jaberise Hinds (LNS) 1:08; 220 - Dallas
Paxton (LNS) pin Woolard (S) 0:16; 285 - Andrew
Henning (LNS) win by forfeit; 106 - Paxton May-
nard (LNS) win by forfeit; 113 - Jordan O'Conner
(LNS) win by forfeit; 120 - C. Duncan (S) pin Ethan
Hallett (LNS) 5:27

Seward 54, Louisville 15

132-Niklas Sorensen (L) def. Foulk (S) 13-11;
138 - Rosendale (S) pin Brock Hudson (L) 1:49;
145 - Schrad (S) pin Blake Dickey (L) 1:10; 152 -
Schoepf (S) win by forfeit; 160 - B. Duncan (S) pin
Cody Gray (L) 1:22; 170 - Hill (S) pin Reed Toelle
(L) 0:48; 182 - Novacek (S) pin Jake Wood (L) 1:02;
195 - Hurley (S) win by forfeit; 220 - Woolard (S)
pin Tyson Warner (L) 3:48; 285 - Tommy Krejci (L)
win by forfeit; 106 - Double Forfeit; 113 - Double
Forfeit; 120 - C. Duncan (S) pin Garron Bragg (L)
3:55; 126 - Nicholas McCaul (L) win by forfeit

SHS bowlers open season with three duals

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

also battling first-meet jitters.
“Everyone was over-anxious,”

The Seward bowling teams
opened their 2020-21 season Dec.
17 with duals against Lincoln
Pius X. The boys lost 17-4, and the

girls won 19-2.

Ty Wehrs led the boys’ team
with games of 192 and 215. Coach
Steve Conner said that’s about
where he should be. The boys’

averaged 190 per game.

Conner said Pius is ranked No.
1 in the state. The Bluejays were

he said. “It was a long time to just

practice.”

said.

RaeLynn Sugden bowled a 287
series for the girls, and Olivie
Benes finished with a high game
of 145, Coach Julie Benes said.

On Dec. 19, the boys shut out
Ogallala 21-0. Dane Conner, Ash-
ton Conner and Wehrs averaged
over 200 per game, Coach Conner

Seward also beat Lexington 20-
1, with Ashton Conner and Dane

Conner leading the way.
“We are right where we need
to be,” the coach said.

The girls had just five bowlers

and lost to Lexington 16-5 but
beat Ogallala 20-1. Audrie Davis
bowled the high series against
Lexington with 278 and Maddie
Viger had the high game with
148. Alexis Pallat had the high
game and series with 184 and 339,
respectively, against Ogallala.

Seward was to bowl Dec. 21 in

Omaha.

Dodson was leading
his third-place match
9-0 in the first period
and was cruising, Coach
Payne said, but ran out
of gas, losing the match
13-11. The coach said
Dodson’s first matches
of the season were the
triangular on Thursday.

Fehlhafer picked up
a pin in the semifinals
over a wrestler from
Malcolm but then got
pinned in the finals.

Ryan Payne lost to a
wrestler from Aquinas
3-2 in the 132-pound
final. Coach Payne said
he just couldn’t get a
takedown to get the win.

Kosek got pinned by
an Aquinas wrestler in
the finals, as well.

The Broncos are get-
ting there, the coach said.

CHS was scheduled to
wrestle in a dual tourna-
ment at Sutton Dec. 22 to
close the pre-Christmas
part of the season.

“We expect to go out
and win duals,” Coach
Payne said.

Raymond Central 60, Centennial 18

106: Sophia Shultz (RC) pin Trayton Stew-
art (C) 1:06; 113: Jacob Schultz (RC) win by
forfeit; 120: Cameron Shultz (RC) over Garrison
Schernikau (C) SV-1 8-6; 126: Mitch Albrecht (RC)
pin Keenan Kosek (C) 1:52; 132: Logan Bryce (RC)
pin Ryan Payne (C) 1:21; 138: Jarrett Dodson (C)
pin Brock Skeahan (RC) 3:03; 145: Tucker Maxson
(RC) win by forfeit; 152: Jeremiah Karpov (RC) pin
Cyrus Songster (C) 1:54; 160: Kaden Parde (RC) pin

Garett Schernikau (C) 0:49; 170: Gavin Soden (RC)
over Tyson Rodewald (C) 4-3; 182: Logan Jelinek
(RC) pin Austin Patchin (C) 0:48; 195: Samuel
Payne (C) pin Colby DenHartog (RC) 1:44; 220:
Skylar Sterns (RC) pin Nickolas Keith (C) 2:16; 285:
Carson Fehlhafer (C) win by forfeit

Cross County/Osceola 37, Centennial 30

106: Double Forfeit; 113: Tyler Shoup (CCO)
pin Stewart (C) 1:57; 120: Garr. Schernikau (C)
win by forfeit; 126: Kosek (C) win by forfeit; 132:
R. Payne (C) win by forfeit; 138: Double Forfeit;
145: Dodson (C) pin Dalton Noble (CCO) 0:50;
152: Channer Marsden (CCO) pin Songster (C)
2:33; 160: Cameron Graham (CCO) pin Gare.
Schernikau (C) 0:42; 170: Bryce Reed (CCO) def.
Rodewald (C) 16-10; 182: Jakob Hogan (CCO) pin
Patchin (C) 2:46; 195: S. Payne (C) win by forfeit;
220: Conner Jones (CCO) pin Keith (C) 1:20; 285:
Kyle Sterup (CCO) def. Fehlhafer (C) 17-3

Northwest Invite

Team scores—Aquinas Catholic 224.5,
Northwest 163, Omaha Westside 144, Centen-
nial 95, Ashland-Greenwood 89, Omaha Gross
Catholic 66.5, Malcolm 45, East Butler 17

106—Stewart (CEN) pinned by Gavin Ruff
(GINW) 0:44; pinned by Henry Nosbisch (OGC)
0:16

120—Garr. Schernikau (CEN) def. Rex Flo-
erchinger (OGC) 10-0; pinned by Grady Arends
(GINW) 0:49; pin Zane Zoucha (MAL) 1:58; def.
by Rex Floerchinger (OGC) SV-1 10-8, fourth

126—Kosek (CEN) pin Caleb Vokes (GINW)
1:32; pinned by Zach Zitek (AQU) 1:53, second

132—R. Payne (CEN) pin Bryce Teut (MAL)
0:47; pin Kender N. Gonzales (OW) 4-11 2:34; def.
by Noah Scott (AQU) 3-2, second

138—Dodson (CEN) pin Colt Reiling (MAL)
0:59; def. by Treyton Tweton (AG) 10-6; pin Angelo
Nacarelli (OGC) 0:59; def. by Colton Ruff (GINW)
13-11, fourth

152—Songster (CEN) pinned by Shane
Allington (AG) 1:23; def. Luke Walters (MAL) 13-7;
pinned by Eli Arends (GINW) 0:40

160—Gare. Schernikau (CEN) pinned by
Austin Cooley (GINW) 1:56; pinned by Nathan
Upton (AG) 0:34

170—Rodewald (CEN) pin Logan Sobota
(AG) 2:51; pin Marcus Eickmeier (AQU) 3:50; def.
by Cailyb Weekley (GINW) 4-3, second

182—Patchin (CEN) pinned by Michael Andel
(AQU) 1:19; pinned by Caleb Courter (MAL) 1:58

195—S. Payne (CEN) def. by Paul Buresh
(AQU) 6-0; pin Joshua Christian (EB) 0-5 2:15; def.
by Luke Lambert (AG) 10-0

220—Keith (CEN) pinned by Braxton Buck
(AG) 2:18; def. by Brandon Kabourek (OGC) 17-1

285—Fehlhafer (CEN) pin Josiah Brezina
(AQU) 1:06; pin Kale Nordmeyer (MAL) 5:11;
pinned by Cade D. Haberman (OW) 0:34, second
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Kaitlin Kontor of Milford scored
25 points over two games for the Eagles
last week. She scored 10 points in a loss
to Ashland-Greenwood and added six
assists and three steals. She also scored
15 points and was 5-8 from three-point
range in a loss to Centennial.

Honorable Mention
Abbey Ringler - Seward
Asia Nisly - Centennial

Ashlynn Sehi - Malcolm

Jake Bargen of Centennial helped
the Broncos to a 2-1 record in three games
last week. He scored 24 points to go with
three rebounds and two assists against
Fairbury, had 18 points, five rebounds and
two steals against Milford and notched
five points, three rebounds and two assists
against Superior.

Honorable Mention

e Cameron Schrad- Seward
¢ Micah Hartwig - Milford

® Drew Johnson - Malcolm
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by Stephanie Croston

CHS boys w1n two on road

scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Centennial boys’
basketball team hit the
ground running this
week with three games
on the schedule. CHS
was 2-1 with wins over
Fairbury 52-38 and Su-
perior 36-35 and a loss to
Milford 49-37.

CHS played good
defense against Fair-
bury Dec. 15, Coach Cam
Scholl said. The Broncos
took advantage of what
the Jeffs gave them, he
said.

Jake Bargen scored
24 in the win. Cooper
Gierhan added 11 points
and six rebounds. Lane
Zimmer also grabbed six
boards.

“It was a good team
win,” Scholl said. “We
hope we can build off
that.”

The Broncos hosted
Milford Dec. 18 and
came up short 49-37.
Scholl was pleased that
the Broncos held Mil-
ford’s post Seth Stutz-
man to eight points.

“I thought we did a
nice job on him,” he
said. “What hurt were
turnovers and offensive
rebounds.”

Centennial commit-
ted 14 turnovers in the
game.

Bargen finished with
18 points, and Gierhan
scored 11.

CHS got off to a good
start against Superior
Dec. 19 but had to hold
on for the win.

“We went cold and
couldn’t buy a basket,”
Scholl said. “We had to
scrape away with the
win.”

Superior did a good

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Centennial’s Cooper Gierhan looks for an open teammate
in the lane against Milford Dec. 18.

job changing up defens-
es, he said.

Gierhan scored 14 to
lead the team.

The Broncos are off
until the holiday classic
at Malcolm. CHS will
play Wilber-Clatonia
Tuesday, Dec. 29, at
7:30 p.m. and Malcolm
Wednesday, Dec. 30, also
at 7:30 p.m.

Centennial 52, Fairbury 38

CHS 10 20 10 12 52
FHS 1 5 14 8 38

CHS—Michael Nisly 1-1 0-0 3, Maj Nisly 3-8
0-2 6, Jake Bargen 11-14 1-1 24, Cooper Gierhan
4-92-3 11, Lane Zimmer 4-4 0-0 8, Jayden Harts-
horn 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 23-37 3-6 52.

FHS—Totals 13-33 1-2 35.

Three-point goals—CHS 3-10 (Mi. Nisly 1-1,
Ma. Nisly 0-2, Bargen 1-2, Gierhan 1-5), FHS 8-24.
Rebounds—CHS 24 (Gierhan, Zimmer 6), FHS 10.
Assists—CHS 10 (Hartshorn 3). Steals—CHS 4
(Gierhan 2). Blocked shots—CHS 1 (Zimmer 1).

Turnovers—CHS 12, FHS 9. Fouls—CHS 6,

Milford 49, Centennial 37
14 5 14 16 49
CHS 15 3 8 n 37

MHS—Totals

CHS—Alex Hirschfeld 0-2 0-0 0, Ma. Nisly
2-4 0-0 4, Bargen 8-12 1-1 18, Gierhan 3-15 3-3
11, Zimmer 1-4 1-1 3, Hartshorn 0-1 1-2 1. Totals
14-38 6-7 37.

Three-point goals—CHS 3-14 (Hirschfeld
0-2, Ma. Nisly 0-1, Bargen 1-2, Gierhan 2-9).
Rebounds—CHS 18 (Zimmer 7). Assists—CHS 6
(Ma. Nisly 2). Steals—CHS 5 (Zimmer 3). Blocked
shots—CHS 1 (Zimmer 1). Turnovers—CHS 14.

Fouls—CHS 11.

Centennial 36, Superior 35
CHS 15 8 2 11 36
SHS 8 9 8 10 35

CHS—M.i. Nisly 0-1 0-0 0, Hirschfeld 0-1 0-0
0, Ma. Nisly 2-6 2-4 7, Bargen 1-7 2-3 5, Gierhan
5-160-1 14, Zimmer 2-3 3-4 7, Hartshorn 1-2 1-2
3.Totals 11-36 8-14 36.

SHS—Totals 12-38 9-17 35.

Three-point goals—CHS 6-17 (Hirschfeld
0-1, Ma. Nisly 1-3, Bargen 1-4, Gierhan 4-9), SHS
2-10. Rebounds—CHS 25 (Zimmer 7), SHS 21.
Assists—CHS 10 (Mi. Nisly 4). Steals—CHS 4
(four with 1). Blocked shots—CHS 1 (Hirschfeld
1). Turnovers—CHS 18, SHS 12. Fouls—CHS 15.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI
Seward’s Tarryn Hartman tries to keep the ball away from the Elkhorn North defense
Dec. 15.

Jays drop two on court

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Seward girls are
still searching for their
first win of the 2020-21
season.

The first part of the
Bluejays’ season is full
of top-notch opponents,
and this past week was
no exception. Seward
lost to Elkhorn North 71-
32 Dec. 15 and to Norris
53-28 Dec. 18.

“Both are at the top
in the state,” SHS Coach
Beth Bohuslavsky said.
“It was a tough week.”

Elkhorn North got
out to a fast start and
led 24-9 after the first
quarter. Abbey Ringler
scored nine and grabbed
seven rebounds to lead
the Jays. Anna Hughes
added seen rebounds, as

well.

Bohuslavsky said she
saw growth in the Jays
between Tuesday and
Friday.

“Our goal is to im-
prove,” she said.

She said the defense
held Norris’s best player
to 13 points, which
was encouraging. The
offense also did a good
job handling the Titan
pressure, as well, she
said. That’s been a chal-
lenge for the Bluejays, so
Bohuslavsky was happy
to see that improvement.

Ringler led the way
with eight points and
five rebounds. Tarryn
Hartman added six
points, and Ona Stutz-
man scored five and
grabbed two steals.

The Bluejays (0-6)

were to host Lincoln
Lutheran Dec. 22 to
close the pre-Christmas
schedule.

Elkhorn North 71, Seward 32
ENHS 24 14 22 1 71
SHS 9 7 3 13 32

SHS—Tanya Miller 0-1 0-0 0, Keira Lliteras
0-1 0-0 0, Dalaney Anderson 0-1 1-2 1, Hannah
Benedict 1-7 2-2 5, Ona Stutzman 1-3 0-0 3, Haylie
Sloup 0-2 2-2 2, Abbey Ringler 2-6 5-7 9, Ava King
1-20-02, Eden Schulz 1-8 1-1 3, Madison Dominy
1-2 0-0 3, Ellie Greisen 0-2 0-0 0, Tarryn Hartman
1-32-24.

Three-point goals—SHS 3-17 (Miller 0-1,
Benedict 1-6, Stutzman 1-1, King 0-1, Schulz
0-4, Dominy 1-2, Greisen 0-2). Rebounds—SHS
23 (Ringler, Anna Hughes 7). Assists—SHS 5
(Benedict 2). Steals—SHS 6 (Benedict 2). Blocked
shots—SHS 3 (three with 1). Turnovers—SHS 24.
Fouls—SHS 14.

Norris 53, Seward 28

SHS 5 8 5 10 28
NHS 5 12 14 22 53

SHS—Benedict 0-3 0-0 0, Stutzman 2-5 0-0
5, Ringler 3-7 2-4 8, Hughes 0-3 1-1 1, Schulz 2-5
1-2'5, Dominy 0-1 0-0 0, Hartman 3-6 0-0 6.

Three-pointgoals—SHS 1-15 (Benedict 0-2,
Stutzman 1-3, Ringler 0-1, Hughes 0-2, Schulz 0-3,
Dominy 0-1, Hartman 0-3). Rebounds—SHS 18
(Ringler 5). Assists—SHS 4 (Hughes 2). Steals—
SHS 3 (Stutzman 2). Blocked shots—SHS 1
(Ringler 1). Turnovers—SHS 21. Fouls—SHS 14.
Fouled out—Hartman, Ringler.

by Heath Kramer

Clippers down nghts upset by Mustangs

Seward County Independent

After back-to-back
blowout wins, the Mal-
colm boys’ basketball
team let its guard down.
The result was a 59-57
upset loss on Dec. 19 at
previously winless Ray-
mond Central.

The Clippers dug
themselves a deep hole
as they went down 12
points in the opening
frame.

“Sadly, I saw it com-
ing,” Malcolm head
coach Chris Lewand-
owski said. “Before the
game, we weren’t as
focused as we needed to
be, and we were slow out
of the gate.”

The Mustangs took
advantage by getting off
to their best start of the
season.

“I knew they’d be hun-
gry,” Lewandowski said.
“They’ve lost to some
good teams, and they
view us as arival.”

After the slow start,
the Clippers settled
down and closed the
Raymond Central lead to
just five by halftime.

“In the first quar-
ter, it was a lot of little
things that added up to
big things,” Lewandows-
ki said.

Malcolm went on a
run in the third quar-
ter that put them up by
one point heading into
the final frame. The
Mustangs won a defense
heavy fourth quarter
and kept the Clippers
from getting a great look
at the end of the game as
they held on for the two-
point win.

Maclain Beach led
Malcolm with 17 points,
while Malcolm Saltzman
and Hayden Frank add-
ed 14 and 13 respectively.

The previous evening,

e
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Malcolm’s Connor Zegar battles for a loose ball with EImwood-Murdock’s Reid Fletcher during the Clippers’'63-33 home

victory Dec. 15.

the Clippers jumped out
big early on their way to
a 64-25 rout of Weeping
Water. Frank was one of
four Malcolm players in
double figures that night
as the sophomore led the
way with 17 points while
classmate Drew John-
son added 13, including
three baskets from be-
yond the three-point arc.

A pair of seniors also
scored in double digits
as Beach had 11 and Mal-
colm Saltzman scored
10. Ethan Robotham —
also a senior — grabbed
10 rebounds.

“Ethan is a hard
worker and he knows
his role,” Lewandowski
said. “He doesn’t force

things. He goes out there
and does the little things
that help our team suc-
ceed.”

The Clippers started
the week with a con-
vincing 63-33 win over
Elmwood-Murdock.
Johnson had the hot
hand as he dropped in
six three-pointers in the
first half against the
Knights. The sharpshoot-
er finished with seven
from long range and a
career high 23 points.

“Drew is probably the
most pure shooter I've
coached,” Lewandowski
said. “He put in a lot of
work over the summer,
and it’s showing up here
early in the season.

“Our guys saw that he
was feeling it and they
kept working to get him
open and feed him the
ball.”

Before taking it’s
Christmas break,
Malcolm (2-3) will host
Louisville (5-2) Dec. 22.

“That’s going to
be a tough match up
for us,” Lewandowski
said. “They’ve got good
guards and one of the
best post players in our
conference.

“They’re playing real-
ly good ball right now.”

Raymond Central 59, Malcolm 57
MAL 11 15 22 9 57
RC 19 12 16 12 59
MALCOLM—Hayden Frank 13, Malcolm
Saltzman 14, Maclain Beach 17, Jacob Schweitzer
2, Drew Johnson 9, Ethan Robotham 2.

Rebounds—Frank 3, Saltzman 8, Gavan
Dunse, Beach 5, Schweitzer 5, Johnson 2, Connor
Zegar 2, Robotham 6. Assists—Frank 6, Saltzman
2, Beach 2, Schweitzer, Johnson 2, Robotham 2.
Steals—Frank 2, Saltzman 2, Johnson, Zegar.
Blocks—Robotham.

Malcolm 64, Weeping Water 25

ww 4 9 8 4 25
MAL 18 19 12 15 64

MALCOLM—Frank 17, Saltzman 10, Brayden
Boehle 2, Maddox Meyer 3, Beach 11, Schweitzer
5,Johnson 13, Zegar 1, Robotham 2.

Rebounds—Frank 5, Saltzman 2, Boehle
3, Meyer, Dunse 3, Lucas Christiansen, Beach
8, Schweitzer 6, Johnson 2, Robotham 10. As-
sists—Frank 2, Saltzman 4, Dunse, Beach 2, Zegar,
Robotham. Steals—Frank 3, Boehle, Meyer, Sch-
weitzer, Zegar 2, Robotham. Blocks—Schweitzer,
Johnson.

Malcolm 63, Elmwood-Murdock 33
E-M 9 3 6 15 33
MAL 13 24 18 8 63

MALCOLM—Frank 6, Saltzman 6, Meyer 3,
Karter Kopecky 1, Beach 12, Schweitzer 2, John-
son 23, Anthony Kouma 3, Zegar 3, Robotham 4.

Rebounds—Frank 4, Saltzman 2, Boehle
7, Meyer 2, Dunse 2, Trentyn Beekman, Beach 4,
Schweitzer 3, Johnson 4, Zegar 5, Robotham 5.
Assists—Frank 2, Saltzman 4, Beach 6, Schweitzer
2,Zegar 2. Steals—Saltzman 2, Johnson, Kouma,
Robotham. Blocks—Schweitzer, Johnson 2,
Robotham.

Eagles
top two

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford wres-
tling team added to its
trophy case last week
by winning the Axtell
Invitational Dec. 15
and the Logan View
Invitational Dec. 19.

The Eagles had
eight champions
at Axtell - Conner
Kohout, Konner
Schluckebier, Eli Von-
dra, Jack Chapman,
Trent Stauffer, Carter
Springer, Christopher
Scdoris and Lorenzo
Temple.

The tournament at
Logan View always
provides a tough test
for the Eagles, Coach
Joe Schluckebier said.
The early start time
means an early bus
ride, and Schluckebier
said he thought the
Eagles were a little
sluggish early.

“We were getting
the job done in the
first round but I didn’t
think we were wres-
tling to our ability,”
he said.

The Eagles bumped
up the intensity in
the semifinals, when
eight wrestlers qual-
ified for the finals.
That ensured the
first team title at this
tournament for the
Milford wrestlers.

Vondra, Springer,
Scdoris and Hunter
Oborny all took first
place by beating
ranked opponents in
the finals, while Kon-
ner Schluckebier took
his first loss.

Milford was sched-
uled to host Twin
River, Syracuse and
David City Dec. 22 .

Enjoy the Christmas break. athletes
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Concordia University

Honors

Wrestling

A victory over a na-
tionally-ranked oppo-
nent has led to junior
Issiah Burks being
named the GPAC/Hauff
Mid-America Sports
Wrestler of the Week, as
announced Dec. 16.

A leader and team
captain, Burks came
through with one of
the more significant
wins of his career as
part of the dual with
Morningside on Dec. 10.
At 157 pounds, Burks
edged NAIA 13th-ranked
John Diener, 3-2. A late
takedown put Burks
in front of Diener, who
had pinned Burks at
the Doane Open on Dec.
5. A native of Hemet,
California, Burks ran
his season record to
12-5. He owns a career
overall record of 32-26.
Burks placed fifth in the
GPAC at 165 pounds last
season.

Volleyball

For the second year
in a row, standout setter
Tara Callahan has
garnered selection as
a first team all-confer-
ence honoree. Callahan
highlighted a list of five
Bulldogs to be recog-
nized with 2020 All-
GPAC volleyball team
awards, as announced
by the conference Dec.
17. Concordia teammates
Gabi Nordaker and Cam-
ryn Opfer garnered sec-
ond team all-conference
accolades while Arleigh
Costello and Marissa
Hoerman were named
honorable mention per-
formers.

Head Coach Ben
Boldt’s team went 12-3
in the GPAC and placed
third in the 2020 con-
ference regular season
standings. The season
will continue in the
spring semester when
both the GPAC tourna-
ment and NAIA national
tournament are sched-
uled to be played.

A senior from Brady,
Callahan has played
a starring role in the
program’s rise to na-
tional prominence. In
15 matches (50 sets) this
fall, Callahan accumu-
lated 552 assists, 86 digs,
22 Kkills, 21 blocks and 13
service aces. Callahan
ranks fifth among all
NAIA setters with an
average of 11.04 assists
per set.

In a win over Mount
Marty, Callahan sur-
passed 3,000 career
assists, making her the
third player in program
history to accomplish
that feat. While lead-
ing the Bulldogs to the
NAIA national round
of 16 in 2019, Callahan
earned NAIA honorable
mention All-America
status. She is a four-time
All-GPAC selection (two
first team and two hon-
orable mention awards).

A sophomore from
Seward, Opfer has land-
ed on the All-GPAC sec-
ond team for the second
year in a row to begin
her collegiate career.
The Seward High School
product played in all 50
sets this fall and pro-
duced 140 digs, 122 kills
(.159 hitting percentage),
24 blocks and 12 service
aces. Statistically, Opfer
enjoyed her best perfor-
mance of 2020 when she
pounded 12 kills and hit
.579 from the outside in a
home win over Hastings.
In her first season with
the Bulldogs, Opfer was
named the GPAC Fresh-
man of the Year and
the AVCA West Central
Region Freshman of the
Year.

Nordaker, a freshman
from Omaha, immedi-
ately stepped into the
starting middle blocker
role and excelled. The
former Millard West
High School star ap-
peared in all 50 sets
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Concordia University freshman Jeaven Scdoris pins his opponent during duals at CU Dec. 19.

this fall and racked up a
team high 61 blocks to go
along with 135 Kkills and
a .287 hitting percent-
age. After hitting .500 or
better in back-to-back
early season matches,
Nordaker was voted the
NATA National Attacker
of the Week on Sept. 22.
She posted a season high
19 kills at Dakota Wes-
leyan on Oct. 17.

Costello, a junior from
Gothenburg, put togeth-
er her best season as a
Bulldog. She floored 126
kills (2.52/set) and has
hit .256 from the right
side in 2020. She notched
a season high 13 Kills in
the win over Midland on
Sept. 30. Costello record-
ed 10 or more Kills in
four separate matches
this fall.

A senior from Ever-
green, Colo., Hoerman is
now a two-time honor-
able mention All-GPAC
choice. Hoerman has
been a rock in the back
row over her four years
with the Bulldogs. This
season, Hoerman has
averaged career bests
of 4.34 digs per set and
4.76 service receptions
per set. She has totaled
229 receptions and 217
digs while passing serve
receive at 96.2% clip. In
357 career sets played,
Hoerman has recorded
1,256 digs.

Men’s soccer

A quartet of represen-
tatives from the Con-
cordia University men’s
soccer team landed on
the 2020 All-GPAC sec-
ond team, as announced
by the conference Dec.
18. The group of Bulldog
second team honorees
includes freshman Iker
Casanova, sophomore
Moises Jacobo, junior
Carlos Orquiz and fresh-
man Federico Simonetti.
In addition, senior Gar-
rett Perry earned recog-
nition as an honorable
mention all-conference
selection.

Head Coach Jason
Weides’ squad went 9-3-2
overall (7-2-2 GPAC)
this fall and placed fifth
in the GPAC regular
season standings. The
2020-21 season is slated
to continue in the spring
when the conference
postseason tournament
will be held.

A native of Grand Is-
land, Jacobo moves up to
the second team in 2020
after collecting honor-
able mention accolades
in 2019. One of the team’s
top strikers, Jacobo was
named the NAIA Nation-
al Offensive Player of the
Week on Sept. 29 follow-
ing a hat trick in the win
at Dordt. Jacobo shares
the team lead with five
goals on the season. He
has also added four as-
sists. In 32 career games
at Concordia, Jacobo has
totaled 11 goals and nine
assists.

In the midfield,
Orquiz has provided a

consistent high level

of play. The native of
Chihuahua, Mexico,
has picked up all-con-
ference mention for the
first time in his career.
While playing in all 14
games this fall, Orquiz
amassed four goals (one
game winner) and four
assists. In the victory
over Jamestown, Orquz
produced a goal and two
assists. Over 47 career
games, Orquiz has

put up nine goals and
eight assists while also
contributing heavily to
typically strong team
defensive performances.

Simonetti stepped
into the starting keeper
role in his first colle-
giate season and solidi-
fied the role. The native
of Crema, Italy, started
12 of 14 games this fall
and notched 38 saves,

a .776 save percentage
and a .930 goals against
average. Simonetti was
credited with three shut-
outs. He made a season
high five saves in three
separate outings. Sim-
onetti was named the
GPAC Defensive Player
of the Week on Sept. 29.

Casanova stepped into
a starting center back
position and thrived.
Casanova and Simonetti
are two of five GPAC
freshmen to be named to
either the first or second
team. A native of Mexico
City, Mexico, Casanova
played a key role in the
team’s four shutouts and
also contributed three
goals and two assists
this fall. He was honored
as the GPAC Defensive
Player of the Week in
back-to-back weeks in
October.

Perry is an honorable
mention selection for the
second year in a row. He
has equaled Jacobo for a
team high five goals on
the year. The native of
Corona, Calif., record-
ed the first hat trick of
his career in the home
win over Northwestern.
Perry has also chipped
in with three assists.
Over 62 career games
as a Bulldog, Perry has
totaled 13 goals and 11
assists.

Women’s soccer

After contending for
a GPAC regular season
title, the Concordia
University women’s soc-
cer program has been
rewarded with eight
2020 All-GPAC awards,
as announced by the
conference Dec. 17. The
group includes a pair of
first team All-GPAC hon-
orees in junior Mikeila
Martinez and sopho-
more Grace Soenksen,
as well as a second team
choice in sophomore
Allee Downing. Five
Bulldogs picked honor-
able mention accolades:
sophomore Jaiden
Beecher, senior Lindsey
Carley, junior Madeline
Haugen, junior Chey-
enne Smith and senior

Michaela Twito.

In his first season
leading the Bulldogs,
Head Coach Thomas
Goines guided the 2020
team to a league record
of 9-2-1 (9-3-1 overall) and
a tie for second place
in the GPAC standings.
Concordia has earned
the right to host a GPAC
quarterfinal game when
the postseason takes
place in the spring of
2021.

A native of Fairfield,
California, Martinez en-
joyed a breakout season
in an attacking midfield
role. The first team rec-
ognition marks the first
all-conference award
of her career. Martinez
paced the Bulldogs with
seven goals, including
two game winners, this
fall. She also added
three assists. Martinez
produced two goals in
separate games against
Mount Marty, James-
town and Midland. Her
PK goal in the season
finale lifted Concordia
over GPAC regular
season champion Briar
CIiff.

One of five siblings
to have played soccer at
Concordia, Soenksen
moved up from honor-
able mention status as
a freshman. From her
center back position,
the Lincoln native has
been a key factor in the
program’s ability to
limit opposing attackers.
Soenksen played in 12
games this fall while
contributing to eight
clean sheets. She also
added a goal and two as-
sists and was named the
GPAC Defensive Player
of the Week on Sept. 29.

A native of Sioux City,
Iowa, Downing joined
Soenksen along the back
line as an outside back.
Following 1-0 wins over
College of Saint Mary
and Hastings, Down-
ing was honored as the
GPAC Defensive Player
of the Week. As Goines
noted, Downing very
rarely was beaten by the
opposition via dribble
or service. In 32 career
games at Concordia,
Downing has recorded
two goals and one assist.

Named the 2017 GPAC
Defensive Player of the
Year, Carley has added
yet another honor to
her impressive career
ledger. The Urbandale,
Towa, native ended the

fall with a shutout of Bri-

ar Cliff and was tabbed
GPAC Defensive Player
of the Week. On the sea-
son, Carley has made 34
saves, owns an .810 save
percentage and ranks
25th nationally in goals
against average (.630).
On the program’s all-
time goalkeeper record
book, Carley ranks No. 1
in goals against average
(0.91), second in games
played (67), second in
minutes played (6,113),
second in shutouts (22),

second in save percent-
age (.811) and third in
saves (266).

A four-year starter,
Twito has earned four
All-GPAC honors in her
career. The midfielder
from Ames, Iowa, start-
ed all 13 games this fall
as one of the team’s most
dependable players. In
73 career games, Twito
owns five goals. Smith
(Alpine, Calif.) has twice
been named honorable
mention all-conference
as a Bulldog. Smith has
posted three goals and
two assists this season.
Meanwhile, Beecher
(Omaha) and Haugen
(San Diego, Calif.) both
picked up All-GPAC
honors for the first time.
Beecher ranks second on
the team with four goals.
Haugen has chipped in
with two goals and four
assists.

Men'’s basketball

Host Midland had
few answers for how the
Concordia University
men’s basketball team
executed on the offen-
sive end in Dec. 15’s
meeting in Fremont.
While netting 10 first
half treys, the Bulldogs
built a lead as large as 19
points and coasted to a
95-81 victory. Concordia
shot a blistering 60.7 per-
cent from the floor and
earned a regular season
sweep of the Warriors.

It’s a good sign when
Carter Kent is knock-
ing down jump shots.
He carried over his hot
shooting from the sec-
ond half at Morningside
this past weekend and
collected a game-high
21 points on a 7-for-11
performance from the
field. There may have
been some breakdowns
on the defensive end,
but Concordia was in
control throughout the
evening. It maintained a
double-digit advantage
for the final 29 minutes
of game time.

Eight different Bull-
dogs made at least one
triple in the sizzling
first half performance.
Concordia even man-
aged to score just before
the buzzer on Sam Scar-
pelli’s in-bounds to Kent
with 0.4 seconds remain-
ing. Scarpelli dished
out six assists without
turning the ball over
(turnovers were even at
eight apiece).

This looked much
more like the Bulldogs
who won eight games in
arow.

The likes of Gage
Smith and Justin
Wiersema gave their
typical non-stop mo-
tor efforts. Smith put
up 18 points and eight
rebounds in 21 minutes.
Wiersema notched 14
points and six rebounds.
Three additional Bull-
dogs chipped in with
eight points or more:

Ryan Holt (nine), Jack-
son Hirschfeld (eight)
and AJ Watson (eight).

This one hurts. Con-
cordia led by as many
as 17 points in a contest
that became a GPAC
meat grinder down the
stretch. Jamestown
made more plays after
halftime and pulled
out an 89-87 overtime
victory in North Dakota
Dec. 18.

Head Coach Ben
Limback’s squad missed
out on an opportunity to
earn a pair of GPAC road
wins on the week (won
at Midland on Tuesday).
The Bulldogs slipped to
10-4 overall (7-3 GPAC).

Leading 76-72, Con-
cordia failed to get a key
defensive rebound and
committed two critical
fouls, including one that
came 85 feet from the
basket. The momentum
had flipped. Jamestown
(10-3, 6-2 GPAC) never
trailed in an overtime
session that saw the
Jimmies make hay at
the foul line. Meanwhile,
the first three Bulldog
possessions of OT went
like this — one-and-done
—turnover - turnover.

The Bulldogs will now
enjoy an extended break
for Christmas. Next
up on the schedule is a
nonconference matchup
at Peru State College
(6-5) slated for 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 30.

Women'’s basketball

This game could not
have been more different
than the meeting that
unfolded a month earlier
inside Friedrich Arena.
A re-commitment on
the defensive end in the
final quarter paved the
way for the Concordia
University women’s
basketball team’s most
impressive road win of
the season. In action
Dec. 15, the Bulldogs
avenged a Nov. 10 defeat
and won, 67-59, over one
of the strongest Midland
teams in several years.

This was the response
Head Coach Drew Olson
hoped for during a run
of difficult road outings.
After back-to-back losses
in Sioux City, Concordia
(7-5, 6-3 GPAC) got back
into the win column.

The fourth quarter
was a complete rever-
sal of the third. While
making 6-of-9 attempts
from 3-point range in
the third period, the
Warriors (9-3, 6-3 GPAC)
erased what had been
a 37-25 halftime deficit.
Over the final stanza,
the Bulldogs held Mid-
land to 3-for-10 shooting
and outscored the home
team, 19-7. A three-point
play by Rylee Pauli and
a trey from Taylor Cock-
erill jump-started the
attack to begin the final
quarter.

Bulldog freshman
Taysha Rushton put her
side up for good (61-59)
with a clutch 3-pointer
down the stretch. She
then salted the game
away with four free
throws in the closing 30
seconds.

In areserve role,
Pauli provided a solid
inside presence in scor-
ing 13 points on 6-for-8
shooting from the floor.
Cockerill led all players
with 17 points while
adding six rebounds in
31 minutes. Rushton fin-
ished with 14 points and
four assists. Mackenzie
Koepke got the start and
grabbed a game high
nine rebounds.

Two additional keys
on Tuesday were the hot
start for the Bulldogs
and a plus-eight margin
in turnovers. Rough
opening quarters at Bri-
ar Cliff and Morningside
had forced Concordia
to play catch up for the
entirety of those defeats.
This was a definite step

(continued on 6B)
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Concordia

eter as Jamestown shot
a subpar 4.5 percent (1-
for-22) from behind the
arch. The shooting mark
was the lowest James-
town has put up this sea-
son. The Jimmies came
into the contest ranked
46th nationally in three-
point percentage as they
were converting on 33.3
percent of their attempts
from downtown.

(continued from 5B)
forward for the growing
Bulldogs.

Concordia’s clutch
free-throw shooting
played a major factor
down the stretch in
Dec. 18’s 55-50 victory
over Jamestown. The
Bulldogs went 7-for-8
from the free-throw line
in the final 30 seconds
of play to fend off any

comeback chances Rushton led a bal-
Jamestown had in store. anced Concordia scoring
The Bulldogs now attack with 12 points.

won back-to-back

games after suffering
back-to-back losses last
week. Concordia (8-5,

7-3 GPAC) will look to
build on this momentum
coming out of Christmas

Mackenzie Koepke just
missed out on double
figures as she finished
with nine points. Pauli
(seven points and 11
rebounds) and Taylor
Cockerill (seven points,

break. ten rebounds and six
Freshman Taysha assists) also were signif-

Rushton looked like a icant contributors in the

seasoned veteran when  win.

she stepped up to the The Bulldog bench

was the difference-mak-
er, outscoring the Jim-
mies 20-0. Taylor Farrell
led the reserves with

six points, while Conrad
(five points) and Sadie
Powell (six points) also

free-throw line in the
contest’s final minutes.
The Lubbock, Texas,
native sank all eight of
her free-throw attempts
in the fourth quarter,
including six in the final

thirty seconds to ice the provide a chunk of the
game. Overall, the Bull-  scoring off the bench.
dogs shot an impressive Concordia will break
92.3 percent (12-for-13) for the holidays before
from the charity stripe.  returning on Dec. 30 as
Concordia forced 19 they host Mount Marty
Jamestown turnovers (3-6,1-5 GPAC) fora 7

and locked down the
Jimmies on the perim-

p.m. tipoff from Fried-
rich Arena.

Wrestling

Junior Mario Ybarra
put together a sparkling
day near the top of the
lineup while starring for
the Concordia Universi-
ty Wrestling program,
which hosted the Con-
cordia Bulldog Duals on
Dec. 19. The action took
place inside Friedrich
Arena and featured
eight NAIA teams squar-
ing off in 16 total duals.
The Bulldogs earned a
27-24 victory over Okla-
homa Wesleyan Univer-
sity to open up the day.

Third-year Head
Coach Levi Calhoun’s
squad went 1-3 at the
Bulldog Duals with the
losses coming at the
hands of Arizona Chris-
tian University, 27-14,
No. 15 Montana State
University-Northern
(MSUN), 41-3, and Texas
Wesleyan University, 39-
6. Concordia now sports
an overall dual record of
3-5 on the season.

Ranked fourth in the
NATIA at 133 pounds,
Ybarra backed up his
lofty rating on Saturday.
After a forfeit victory
in the morning dual,
Ybarra proceeded to de-
feat Arizona Christian’s
Bryce Bernard (major
decision), MSUN’s Carl

Cronin (decision) and
Texas Wesleyan’s Jacob
Garcia (pin). Ybarra (12-
1) has won 12-straight
matches since a loss to
begin the 2020-21 cam-
paign.

The Scottsbluff, Neb.,

native has been on a
mission to reach the po-
dium come March. Said
Ybarra, “I try not to get
too caught up in the win
streak and the record
and everything. My dad’s
really helped me with
my mentality. He always
says, ‘wrestle the match,
not the name.’ It doesn’t
matter who you are wres-
tling, stay true to you.
There have been some
close ones, but I know
I’'m always in the match.
I feel comfortable and
confident even when it’s
a close scoring match.”

In the win over Okla-

homa Wesleyan, fresh-
men Jeaven Scdoris (pin
at 149), Mason Garcia
(decision at 197) and
Jacob Telles (pin at 285)
each claimed contested
victories. Newly mint-
ed as the 16th-ranked
heavyweight in the
NAIA, Telles produced
the triumph with bo-
nus points the Bulldog
needed to secure the
team win. Concordia
was spotted 12 points off
the bat with two Eagles

forfeits.

Telles (18-5) captured
wins in two of three
matches on Saturday
and continues to per-
form at an exceptional
level for a collegiate
rookie. The Albuquer-
que, N.M., native com-
peted in front of his
parents this weekend.
Telles was one of six
freshmen in Saturday’s
youthful lineup. The
Bulldogs were weakened
by the absences of veter-
an standouts in junior
Issiah Burks (reigning
GPAC Wrestler of the
Week) and senior Gabe
Crawford.

In the loss to Arizona
Christian, Scdoris (deci-
sion at 149), sophomore
Tavoris Smith (major de-
cision at 165) and Telles
(decision at 285) picked
up individual wins.

In particular, Smith’s
attacking style stood out
in a performance that
saw him put 18 points on
the board. Ybarra and
company know there
will continue to be grow-
ing pains.

Said Ybarra, “It’s a
lot of mentality, I feel
like. I'm in the room
with them all the time.
We have the work ethic
for sure. It’s another
level when you come
out here to compete and

step on that mat. It’s a
lot of growing as a team.
We’re never comfort-
able with where we're
at. There’s a lot to be
discussed for sure as a
team. They’re giving the
effort, but there’s a lot to
be improved on.”

Three NAIA top-rat-
ed wrestlers were on
display at the Bulldog
Duals: Doane’s Baagii
Boldmaa (141) and
MSUN’s Nick Kunz (125)
and Isaac Bartel (197).
MSUN went 4-0 as a
team. Its run included
a squeaker, 22-21, over
Doane.

Concordia is finished
for the calendar year
2020. The Bulldogs are
slated to resume action
after New Year’s with
the Hastings College
Cusatis Open on Jan.

9. As Ybarra noted, the
team is looking forward
to having Coach Cal-
houn back in the room.
Calhoun had spent time
away from the team due
to the loss of his mother.

The Concordia Bull-
dog Duals represented
the largest collegiate
wrestling event on cam-
pus since the program
hosted the GPAC Cham-
pionships in 2016. Con-
cordia won the confer-
ence title that season in
front of the home fans.
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No matter the sign,

Your Seward County Real Estate Expert
Stacy has the key.

Stacy.Hartgerink@HOMERealEstate.com | StacylLovesToSell.com
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6 Commercial Lots
Available

S 523500 e 540,500/ lot

60 Montana Circle * Utica Pine §t. * Seward 2867 Progressive Rd. * Seward
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20 Depot St, * Seward 1171 Iro

Agent/Owner

$84,500

$419,000

$465,000
2124 Parkview Dr. = Seward 113 Goldenrod Ln. » Seward  420-430 1st St. * Utica

PRICE REDUCED! |

Call for
your private
showing!

629 Jackson Ave. * Seward
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SERVING NEBRASKA -

SEWARD | 112 S 4TH | 402.643.2541 | WOODSBROS.COM i2]
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SINCE 1889

BANKRUPTCY: FREE
consultation. Lowest rates.
No office visit required. As
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy
firm, we have helped thousands
of clients file bankruptcy in
all 93 Nebraska counties.
We can Stop garnishments
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.

PITTMAN & DAVIS. Mixed-fruit
medley for the Holidays! Give
the gift of Winter Sunshine! 6
Rio Ruby Red Gems. 4 Tiny Tim
Navels. 6 Mini Fuji Apples. Call
Now and Save 33% off. Pay
just $19.99. Free Shipping!
Call 1-888-461-1368 to order
item MXSP and mention code
PNVH-E167 for savings or visit
pittmandavis.com/ME167.

EARTHLINK HIGH Speed
Internet. As low as $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months).
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic
technology. Stream videos,
music and more! Call Earthlink
today, 1-844-254-0368.

APPLYING FOR Social Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Our case managers simplify the
process & work hard to help
with your case. Call 1-866-818-
0868. Free Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail:
2420 N St. NW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar).

ENJOY 100% guaranteed,
delivered to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! Get 4 Free Pork Chops
and 4 Free Chicken Breasts.
Order The Omaha Steaks
Classic - Only $129.99. Call
1-855-993-6208, mention
code 66762AVC or visit www.
OmahaSteaks.com/dinner43.

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - Not just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your Free Dental information
kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149, www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258.

FAMILY MEDICINE clinic lab
tech or phlebotomist, full-time.
Hours 9-5 Monday through
Friday. Requires associate or
bachelor’'s degree in medical
technology; ASCP eligible;
phlebotomy skills. Competitive
pay scale, excellent benefits.
Apply online at JCHealthandLife.
org/careers/

AT&T TV - The Best of Live &
On-Demand on all your favorite
screens. Choice Package,
$64.99/month plus taxes for
12 months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere. Some
restrictions apply. W/24-mo.
agmt TV price higher in 2nd
year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/month is extra & applies.
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124.

FOR RENT

1 & 2 BR Garden level
APARTMENTS in Seward. Call
for details. 402-641-2580

Rent Sokol Hall for various social
and business functions. Hall is
air-conditioned and handicap
accessible. Contact Lumir
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857.
For kolaches, contact Joan
Kotas at 402-821-2971.

1, 2 and 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. No
pets. No smoking. Also garages
for rent. Located at 22nd and
lvy-Crete. 402-310-8030

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
New kitchen, dishwasher, stove,
refrigerator, fireplace & A/C.
Laundry available. $475 p/
mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 515
South 2nd St-Seward. Call 402-
641-2584.

SkLL 17T FAST

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
Easy, One Day updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 844-596-6325.

THE COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security. Have
$10K in debt? Credit Cards,
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call
National Debt Relief! We can
help! Get a Free debt relief
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927.

DIRECTV - EVERY live football
game, every Sunday - anywhere
- on your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS,
1-855-977-3794.

INVITATION FOR Bids. The Clay
County Board of Supervisors
will accept sealed bids until
February 23,2021, in the office
of the Clay County Clerk, Clay
County Courthouse, 111 West
Fairfield Street, Clay Center,
NE 68933. The bids will be
opened on March 16, 2021,
during the regularly scheduled
board meeting. Bids will be
for complete inspection and
restoration of exterior of
courthouse and may include
some interior work. Bidders
are encouraged to arrange
an on site inspection. The
county reserves the right to
reject any and all bids. Please
mark envelopes according to
enclosed bid. Please contact
Mike Carroll at 402-762-5329
for more information.

STATEWIDES

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance!
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical
exam. Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits never
decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment.
855-704-3167.

INVENTORS: FREE information
package. Have your product
idea developed affordably by
the Research & Development
pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-877-581-
2504 for a Free ldea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

HIGH-SPEED Internet. We
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find the
best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
top providers. Call 1-888-326-
3360.

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels. Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/month (where
available). Switch & Get a Free
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free
Streaming on All Devices. Call
today! 1-877-688-4784.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl
space need some attention?
Call Thrasher Foundation
Repair. A permanent solution
for waterproofing, failing
foundations, sinking concrete
and nasty crawl spaces.
Free Inspection & Same Day
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-3431.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertis-
in in this i

=)
subject to the Fair Housing
t h 3

dians: pregnantwomen and
people securing custody of
Nnder 18._

dependent will

equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
64z2-6112. http://www.nol.
org/home/NEOC.

WE PRINT ENVELOPES

for your personal or business needs!

Full color or
black and white
printing available.

Coordinating
letterhead too!

HE®

INDEPENDENT

129 S 6th Street, Seward, NE » sewardindependent.com

Callus at

402-643-3676

for pricing today!




REACH UP TO 30,000
POTENTIAL BUYERS
IN NEBRASKA

Seward County Independent

In print weekly and online.

Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome.

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD

VIARKETPLACE

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.

FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.

Private party ads ® $200 or less ® One/customer/week

Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

CLASSIFIED
LINE AD
RATES

AD DEADLINE:

Call: 402-643-3676 ¢ Email: office@sewardindependent.com
Online: sewardindependent.com e In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

NOON FRIDAY*

FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS rhotidays
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POLICIES: Advertisers should check their
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
change on

sewardindependent.com

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!
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wilber-republican.com

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE PERSON
NEEDED. Apply at the office.
2245 Heather Drive, Crete. 402-
826-2568.

Seeking HOME HEALTH AIDE for
elderly woman, rural Milford.
Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. Excellent pay. CNA
experience necessary. 402-
429-3095

Saline County Hwy Supt.
and Planning and Zoning/
Weed Control is accepting
applications for a SECRETARY
for 32/40 hours per week.
Application forms may be
obtained from the office of the
Highway Supt., Courthouse,
215 South High, Wilber, Ne.
68465. Applications must be
returned no later than 5:00
pm, January 4, 2021. For more
information call Bruce Filipi at
402-821-2737.

Part-Time Cleaners

+ Must be able to pass a
background check

+ On-the-job training
- Starting pay is $11 per hour
Call or text
402-643-6054

111 North 31 St,, Suite 2 « Seward

yOUR

AR DR L T o [

e Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening
Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
® CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
e MedAide: FT Evenings | ® Cook: FT Evenings

¢ Activities Director

COUNTRY MANOR

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| » Dietary Aide: FT
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM
610 224th Road, Milford

Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

CONCORDIA

DINING SERVICES

Chartwells Dining Services at Concordia University

NOW HIRING EVENING
AND WEEKEND SHIFTS

Compass Group is the leader in foodservice management and support
services. By combining fresh ideas with the industry’s greatest talent,
we continue to set the standards for food and service excellence.

Peaple are at the heart of our business. It is the inclusion of talented,
loyal, passionate and diverse people working together to bring
Compass Group from Good to Great!

« Shift Supervisors

« Cooks

« Food Service Workers
¢ Quick Serve Workers

We offer excellent benefits, flexible scheduling and a proud
commitment of service to the Seward Community. If you want to
join an exciting, fast-paced team, don't hesitate to apply. Application
process is entirely online.

Apply at: https://compassgroupcareers.com/
and enter “68434" in the “Search by location” box
to see available openings. Call 402-643-7351 for assistance.

(i

Senior Living

residents’ rights and needs of choice.

Responsibilities:

+ Promote residents’ independence

while encouraging residents to attend
+ Additional duties as assigned

Greene Place

* 3 Part-time medication aide; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts

You will primarily be responsible for administering or assisting in the administration of
medication and treatments in accordance with a resident’s health care provider’s orders.
You will also be responsible for assisting residents with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) and
Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (IADLs), providing general supervision, and respecting

* 3 Part-time caregiver; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts

Caregiver, you will be responsible for assisting residents with their daily routines
while treating all with dignity and respect. You will provide person-centered care
that is tailored to meet the needs of each resident in a fun and friendly community.

* Provide quality resident care as indicated on the care plan

+ Provide assistance with housekeeping and laundry
« Participate in community’s Life Enrichment Activities, events, and outings,

We are passionate about providing quality care for our
residents and offer competitive wages and benefits.
Apply online at www.enlivant.com or call Greene Place at (402) 643-9111.

Greene Place is an equal opportunity employer. 600 Church St., Seward

SHOP LOCAL {

" Memorial

Health Care Systems

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

CNA - Nights: Full-time CNA Night position 5 pm - 5 am. Flexible scheduling includes every
third weekend and holiday rotation. CNA licensure and BLS required. —~Memorial Hospital

Hospital Nursing Supervisor - Night Shift: Full-time Hospital Nursing Supervisor

- Night Shift. This position is a working supervisor that is responsible for providing managerial
support in the operation of patient care in the hospital, and manages a combination of licensed
and/or certified professional staff. RN, BSN preferred with related experience and/or training. RN
licensure and ACLS required. ~-Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN - Days: Full-time day position, 5 am - 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. -Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN - Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm - 5 am. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN licensure required and
ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus. -Memorial Hospital

Director of Quality Programs: full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor Science
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related
experience. —~Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday rotation.
This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider. Critical thinking

and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service and communicating
with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing experience and Chronic Care
Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills,
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic
nursing experience preferred. RN/LPN licensure required. —Seward Family Medical Clinic

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the

Temporary - As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434

or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more

information call 402-646-4618. EOE
4

FOOD SERVICE POSITIONS AVAILABLE

The School District of Seward is accepting applications

Applications are available at the District Office,
410 South Street, Seward, NE o 402-643-2941
or on our website at www.sewardpublicschools.org
under employment opportunities.

The position is subject to a veterans preference.

for food service positions for the 2020-2021 school year.

§ Southeast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
is searching for:

Learning Center Coordinator - York
Enterprise Systems Specialist - Milford
Job detail/application:

https://southeast.peopleadmin.com
SCCis an EO Employer

Operations Coordinator — Campus & IT - Milford

OFFICE ASSISTANT

The Seward Independent is seeking office help.
Duties include assisting customers, answering
phones, data entry and general office tasks. Must be
detail-oriented, organized and willing to be part of
the team. Outstanding customer service is essential!

Compensation plan includes health insurance,
401(k), paid vacation, holidays and personal days, all
while working in a fun, progressive environment.

Tell us about yourself and why you’d be the right fit
for this opportunity by submitting resumés to:

Shauna Gerke, bookkeeping@enterprisepub.com
Enterprise Media Group, Blair, NE 68008

129S. 6t St. ¢ PO Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

INDEPENDENT

402-643-3676
sewardindependent.com

SERVICES

GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM &
BASS LESSONS: Give the Gift
of Music! Professional Studio.
Over 30 years of teaching
experience.

Call Jim Krutz Today! 402-450-
0282, Seward.

-
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— Justice —
Refrigeration, Heating & Air

Residential & Commerecial
24-hour service

402-803-8788

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.

(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC))

TROY MARTIN, OWNER

SRS MRS, Jeff Oatonan
2, SUS 2, 002 WL
402-540-5473
BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, Milford, NE
)

BLACKDIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

QOatman Paint & Repair

All your home interior & exterior needs

WENDY'S Premier PAINTING

~

DURRE’S e
PLUMBING ({8
* New Construction
* Remodeling * Water Heaters
» Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —

Phone 402-643-9327

Interior Home or Business

—and—

Refurbished Furniture

1
402-641-6092
=-" Find me on n too!

T
STELLING
ARPENTRY LLC

Custom cabinets & trim work,
finish work, remodeling,
subcontracting, soffit, siding
& fascia, replacement door &
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling 402-761-2869

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266

Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms,
Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More

Premier Real Estate Broker + 402-761-2291
Milford, NE + www.nebauction.com

SELL 1T FAST

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

/ Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning
24/7 Service-Sales-Installation
— Commercial & Residential —
734 Seward St. » Seward, NE 68434

402-643-3644 » 800-274-3644

a2 BOPB’S
‘S5 HANDYMAN

% Home Repair

% Indoor/OutdoorPainting
% Fans & Lighting

% Carpentry

MILFORD

* Air Conditioning

AIR CONDITIONING
vios 402-161-2433

% More * Heating
BOB HRNICEK * Sales & Service
402-641-8474 | thrnicek@neb.rr.com Bill 4
Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene Salzman s Conditioning & Heating

GOLDEN RULE

EXCAVATING, LLC

Dave & Matt Burke
Call us for all farm and owners Y
ag-related dirtwork Randy Ulrich
Owner/Operator

402-641-4064

20+ Years Experience

CH

CCK ovT THE CLASSIIFT

DS
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December 23, 2020

PUBLICNOTICES .

MINUTES

Board of Education
Regular Meeting
School District of Seward
410 South Street
Seward, NE 68434
Monday, December 14, 2020
7:00 PM
Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM.
Paul Duer: Present
Jill Hochstein: Present
Jana Hughes: Present
Jerry Rumery: Present
Ryne Seaman: Present
Danielle Shipley: Present
1. Preliminary Procedures
1.1. Call meeting to order &
announce Open Meetings Act is
Posted
1.2. Public Notice as publicized per
board policy
The public notice was publicized
in the Lincoln Journal Star and
posted at city hall, library and the
courthouse. The public notice was
dated December 11, 2020.
1.3. Roll Call
1.3.1. Action to excuse board
members if necessary
1.4. Pledge of Allegiance
1.5 Mission The school district
of Seward--where every student,
every day is a success--affirms
that all students will have the
skills to become productive and
contributing members of a global
community. In cooperation with
family and community members,
the district is committed to the
development of each student
academically, emotionally, socially,
and physically.
1.6. Approval of Agenda
There was none.
Motion to approve the agenda as
presented Passed with a motion
by Paul Duer and a second by Jill
Hochstein.
Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea
2. Public Forum: (The Board
President reserves the right to
place time limits on individuals
and topics.)
2.1. Public Forum on Agenda
Items: This is your opportunity
to speak to items on the agenda.
If you are not a part of the
presentation of the agenda item
you need to speak now. Thank you
for your participation.
2.2. Public Forum on Any Topic:
This is your opportunity to speak
to any topic concerning the school
district. Since it is not an agenda
item the board cannot discuss
or take action at this time on the
matter. Future discussion can be
requested as an agenda item.
Thank you for your participation.
There was none.
3. Reports
3.1. Administrator Reports
Written reports were received from
the administrators.
3.2. Student Board Report
Anna Hughes presented her report
to the board.
3.3. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Fields updated the board on
the Rule 62 Petition, the OCR
Review which went very well
and the senator review. The
annual report is live and will be an
insert in the newspaper shortly.
Dr. Fields also discussed the
hiring process and posting jobs,
records request from the Omaha
World-Herald. Dr. Fields thanked
Jerry & Tracy Rumery for the
greenhouse donation. The NASB
state conference went well as did
the NASB discussion with the
commissioner.
4. Discussion Items
4.1. Thank You to Jerry Rumery
Dr. Fields thanked Jerry Rumery
for his 12 years of service as a
board member. Jerry thanked the
district for a great 12 years.
4.2. COVID-19
Dr. Fields gave a Four Corners
Update and provided numbers
of staff and students out due to
COVID at SPS. Dr. Fields updated
the board on DHM changes and
NSAA changes. The School
District of Seward will have school
thru December 22, 2020. We have
had a lot of local subs help us out
over the last few weeks. FFCRA
will end on December 31, 2020.
Vaccines could be available soon
for educators.
5. Old Business
6. New Business
6.1. Community Grant Foundation
Request
Motion to approve the community
foundation application for money
toward the elementary playground
equipment. Passed with a motion
by Danielle Shipley and a second
by Jana Hughes.
Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea
6.2. 2021-2022 Teacher
Negotiated Agreement
Motion to accept the changes
to the 2021-2022 Teachers
Negotiated Agreement- base
increase to $35,700 and the added
extra duty positions and language
changes outlined in the attached
document Passed with a motion
by Ryne Seaman and a second
by Paul Duer.
Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea
6.3. 2020-2021 Separation
Incentive
Motion to approve the 2020-2021
Separation Incentive applications
of Tom Wildler and Pam Franck
Passed with a motion by Paul Duer
and a second by Danielle Shipley.
Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea
7. Personnel

7.1. Resignation

Motion to accept the resignation
of Connie Biaggio effect July 31,
2021. Passed with a motion by
Ryne Seaman and a second by
Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea

7.2. Resignation

Motion to accept the resignation
of Craig Frederick effective at
the end of the 2020-2021 school
year. Passed with a motion by
Jana Hughes and a second by
Paul Duer.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea

8. Future Agenda ltems

Board officers

FFRCA

Elementary Playground
Greenhouse

Ag teacher

9. Consent Agenda

9.1. Approval of Minutes

9.2. Approval of Financial Reports
9.2.1. Treasurer

9.2.2. Budget

9.2.3. Activities

9.2.4. Athletic

9.3. Approval of Claims
9.3.1. General
$1,494,731.98

9.3.2. Bond Fund- $1,472,243.75
9.3.3. Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund - $135,686.25
9.3.4. Gifts & Donations Fund -
$35.25

9.4. Approval of Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the consent
agenda as presented Passed with
a motion by Jill Hochstein and a
second by Danielle Shipley.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea

10. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting
at 8:13 PM with the next study
session and regular board meeting
scheduled for January 11 at 5:30
and 7:00 PM Passed with a motion
by Paul Duer and a second by
Ryne Seaman.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein:
Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry
Rumery: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea,
Danielle Shipley: Yea

Prepared by:

Heidi Covert

Fund -

Paul Duer
Secretary
SCHOOL DISTRICT
OF SEWARD
PROPOSED WARRANTS
DECEMBER 14, 2020

Salaries for November: 640,821.25
Jones Bank, 20,552.41; Tennessee
Child Support, 59.98; Jones Bank,
164,669.61; Nebraska Child
Support Payment Ctr, 2,935.00;
ASPIRE, 8,525.00; Jones
Bank, 23,418.41; Tennessee
Child Support, 59.98; NPERS,
173,195.97; Nebraska Department
of Revenue, 31,359.93; Pay Flex,
9,262.71; Amazon, 2,829.34;
Apex, 450.00; ARL Credit
Services, 177.70; ASCD, 89.00;
Awards Unlimited, 82.08; Baker,
Noelle, 29.00; Baker & Taylor,
27.12; Betty’s Bunch, 4,928.39;
Biaggio, Connie, 150.00; Bisbee,
Jill, 352.87; Blue Cross Blue
Shield, 206,963.74; Broadwell,
Karen, 122.26; Brozek, Emilia,
73.07; Canon Financial Services,
1,204.04; Capital Business
Systems, Inc, 2,289.30; Card
Services, 482.38; Cash-Wa
Distributing, 8,353.94; CDWG,
1,658.98; Central Nebraska
Rehabilitation Services, 2,530.85;
Central Restaurant Products,
502.99; Ciox Health, 26.05; City
Of Seward, 100.00; City of Seward
Utility Dept, 26,482.06; Computer
Hardware, 588.00; Cornhusker
International Trucks, 4,326.40;
Culligan, 36.00; Dana F. Cole &
Company, LLP, 7,950.00; DAS
State Accounting, 232.49; Dominy,
Jessica, 150.00; Dominy, Matt,
229.00; Dowling, Adam, 20.00;
EBSCO, 1,000.45; Echo Group
Inc, 3,850.00; Egan Supply
Co., 3,981.29; Ellis, Gayle,
2,510.65; Emedco, 180.75; ESU
6, 13,053.85; ESU 10, 330.22;
Farmers Cooperative, 346.92;
Fields, Josh, 600.00; Glass Doctor,
300.00; Graham Tire, 1,329.00;
Grainger, 484.51; Hardinger,
Denise, 3.30; Hardwood Heaven,
2,387.34; Harry’s Radio & Satellite,
200.00; Hiland Dairy & Foods,
5,807.54; Hire Right, 157.00;
Hobart, 2,662.34; HOBY, 250.00;
Home Depot Pro, 957.10; HP
Inc., 3,662.28; Hubert, 121.62;
Hydraulic Equipment Service,
91.08; Hydronic Energy Inc,
359.38; Impact Publications,
310.00; Johnson, Jill, 150.00;
JW Pepper, 130.23; K’'s Corner,
300.00; Kathleen A. Laughlin,
102.00; KSB School Law, 303.00;
Kully, 30.10; Lakeshore, 934.66;
Lee’s Refrigeration, 1,241.53;
Lincoln Journal Star, 355.99;
Madison National Life, 2,669.72;
Matheson, 414.15; Mechanical
Sales, Inc, 15,242.40; Jan Meehl,
971.50; Memorial Health Care
Systems, 275.00; Menards,
173.82; Merchant Credit Adjusters,
165.39; Messersmith, Jen, 56.68;
Midwest Auto Parts (Napa), 86.59;
Midwest Automotive Inc, 90.95; Jen
Nantkes, 1,855.81; NCS Pearson,
155.25; Nebraska Association of
School Boards, 669.00; Nebraska
Council of School Admin., 140.00;
Nebraska Library Commission,
333.19; Nebraska Safety Center,
225.00; Nebraska State Fire
Marshal, 240.00; Nebraska State
Interscholastic Athletic Admin.
Assoc., 250.00; O’Keefe Elevator
Co., 362.54; One Source, 400.00;
O’'Reilly, 175.03; Oriental Trading,
87.28; Pac N Save, 321.81; Pac
N Save, 2,036.11; Paper Tiger,
30.00; Pay Flex, 147.90; Pepsi,

2,291.35; Pinkall, Jenny, 46.26;
Pitney Bowes, 744.78; Reed
Electric, 9,262.80; Rise Vision,
297.00; Roth, April, 138.63;
Sack Lumber, 123.78; Safety
Kleen, 627.50; Schegg, Christy,
3,798.11; Seegebarth, Beth,
122.54; Seward County Chamber
& Development, 6,523.00; Seward
County Independent, 15.95;
Seward Lumber, 10.77; Stepp,
Nate, 197.00; Symmetry, 1,913.95;
Sysco, 14,321.35; Teacher Direct,
27.48; Time Warner Cable,
99.98; Truck Center Companies,
52.52; Unite Private Networks,
1,477.50; Unity School Bus Parts,
364.32; UNUM, 536.40; Uribe,
1,818.00; USA Clean, 107.10;
US Cellular, 291.99; US Foods,
20,933.15; Verizon, 152.66;
WaterLink, 225.00; Wells Fargo,
1,495.00; Williams, Craig, 110.00;
Windstream, 2,249.56
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SEWARD CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Following is a condensed form
of minutes. A complete copy is
on file at City Hall, 537 Main St.
or may be viewed at http://www.
CityofSewardNE.gov. The Seward
City Council met in regular session
in the Seward Civic Center, 616
Bradford St, Seward, on December
1, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., with Mayor
Joshua Eickmeier presiding.
Councilmembers present: Ellen
Beck, Jonathon Wilken, Sid
Kamprath, Jessica Kolterman,
Karl Miller, John Singleton, Chris
Schmit, Alyssa Hendrix. Absent:
None. Following items were
approved: Minutes Nov 17, 2020;
Claims; Reappt James Kimsey
— Fire Chief; Reappt Jonathan
Jank - Rail Campus Dev Comm;
Reappt Rick Endicott- Cemetery
Board; Reappt Mel Varner and Dr.
Dan Ellis- Board of Adj; Reappt
Brad Bowen- Housing Appeals
Bd; Reappt Matt Stryson- Housing
Authority Board; Appt Council
Members-Boards & Committees
as liaison; Appt Council Members-
Boards & Committees; Elect Chris
Schmit as Council President; Res
2020-43 - liq lic for Squire Wards,
133 N 6th St; Gregg Nelson
as manager- Squire Wards liq
lic; Ordinance 2020-32 lease
purchase Toro mower; Letter to
NDED req extend deadline for
DTR grants; City Admin report;
Adjourn.
AKRS Equipment, Ma, 17.64; All
Star Pro Golf, Su, 242.06; Arps,
Ma, 712.50; Black Hills Energy,
Ut, 14.32; Bluestem Network
LLC, Se, 100.00; Blue Cross Blue
Shield Ne, Ins, 49,648.10; Border
States Industries, Su, Re, Ma,
Inv, 18,891.83; Capital Business-
Dallas, Ma, Su, 419.54; Cash-Wa
Distributing Co, Su, 22.90; Central
States Group, Ma, 11.09
Chase Card Service: 2,959.54
Public Agency Training, Trng,
75.00; WalMart, Su, 1,104.19;
AMZN Mktp, Ma, Re, Su, Misc,
289.60; Dollar General, Su, 37.11;
USPS, Su, 39.35; SamsClub.com,
Su, 140.89; Subsurface Solutions,
Re, 265.07; ConstantContact.
com, Su, 20.00; Talech, Su, 67.00;
OfficeWorld.com, Su, 336.30;
SamsClub.com, Su, 180.68;
MSFT, Ex, 204.82; Epson Store,
Su, 48.14; Wilson SPTG GDS,
Re, 89.99; Midwest Unlimited,
Su, 61.40
City Seward Buildings/Gr, Op,
Ma, 3,000.00; City Seward
Library Petty, Su, 112.24; City
Seward Payroll Accou, Payroll,
157,083.55; Commonwealth
Electric Co, Eq, 5,061.00;
Cornhusker State Industries,
Eq, 833.00; Danko Emergency
Equipment, Eq, 538.02; Eakes
Office Solutions, Su, 123.32;
Ed Schulz LLC, Se, 3,286.62;
Emergency Medical Product, Su,
326.19; Emergency Reporting, Su,
1,932.00; Fastenal Company, Su,
173.79; Gehring Construction, Ci,
152,794.76; General Excavating,
Ci, 110,645.20; Great Plains
Communication, Se, 490.00;
Helmink Printing/Grph Inc, Su,
434.00; Herpolsheimer’s Inc, Re,
1,024.19; Hoffschneider Law Pc
LLO, Se, Su, 4,931.00; Home
Depot Pro, Bu, 86.92; Human
Factor Research Grp, Trng, 32.60;
Husker Electric Supply Co, Inv,
Re, Bu, 16,170.41; J R Welding
Inc, Re, 614.44; Jacobsen Rock
& Gravel, Su, 3,754.63; Last Mile
Network Consult, Se, 150.60;
Lee’s Refrigeration, Bu, 42.50;
Lincoln Winwater Works, Bu,
803.12; Matheson Tri-Gas Inc,
Su, 7.97; Mebulbs, Bu, 503.86;
Memorial Health-Drug, Se,
140.00; Mid-American Benefits
Inc, Ins, 4,495.65; Municipal
Supply Omaha, Inv, Re, 4,170.72;
Nebraska D A S Acct OCIO, Su,
231.00; Nebraska Equipment Inc,
Su, Re, 22.90; Niemann’s Port-A-
Pot LLC, Se, Gu, 465.00; Norris
Public Power Distr, Ut, 923.52;
Odeys Inc, Ma, Su, 22,576.00;
Olsson, Se, 6,765.21; O’'Reilly
Automotive Inc, Re, Su, Ma,
167.14; Orscheln Farm & Home,
Su, Ma, Bu, 168.77; Pac ‘N’ Save
Discount Foods, Meals, 4,578.00;
Pitney Bowes Inc, Su, 113.04;
Police Chiefs Assoc Of Ne, Dues,
50.00; Principal Financial Group,
Ins, 2,176.82; Quill Corp, Su,
240.39; Reams Sprinkler Supply,
Gu, 127.91; Resco (Rural Elec
Su Coop, Inv, 25,827.00; Sack
Lumber Company, Ma, 50.00;
Sargent Drilling Inc, Se, 26,302.40;
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Se,
11,057.88; Spickelmier & Son Inc,
Se, 1,488.00; Time Warner Cable,
Se, 729.60; Title Services Of Blue
Valley, Se, 133.50; U S Cellular,
Se, 258.76; Valentino’s, Misc,
66.78; Wake James Stephen,
Lease, 975.00; Wake Thomas H

Il Trust, Lease, 975.00; Wesco
Distribution Inc, Re, 361.13
CLAIMS TOTAL: $653,632.57
Bonnie Otte

Asst. Admin/Clerk-Treasurer/
Budget & HR Director
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
Boards of Commissioner Meetings
are held each Tuesday morning in
the Seward County Courthouse
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first
Tuesday of each month when
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m.
Notice of each meeting is posted
on the Courthouse bulletin board
and on the Commissioner’s room
door. The agenda for all meetings
is kept continually current and is
available for public inspection at
the County Clerk’s Office during
normal business hours. The
agenda is held open until one
business day prior to the meeting
for appearance before the Board.
The Board has the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an
emergency nature only at such

public meeting.
CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 19, 2020
The Seward County Board of
Commissioners convened on
December 18,2020, at 8:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka,
Ken Schmieding
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Absent: Member: Becky Paulsen
Approved Seward County claims
through December 11, 2020.
Adopted the agenda for December
22, 2020, and adjourned at 8:02
a.m.

Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH
DECEMBER 11, 2020
ADV CORRTL HLTHCR, SE,
$4,439.57; ADVANCED OFFICE
AUTOM, SU, $115.51; AMERITAS
LIFE INS, FE, $16,982.70; BLACK
HILLS ENERGY, UT, $1,687.92;
BLUE VALLEY BEHAV HLTH, SE,
$292.50; BLUESTEM NETWORK,
UT, $110.00; CITY OF SEWARD,
UT, $5,314.90; CIVILAIR PATROL
MAGAZINE, SU, $95.00; CLERK
OF DIST CRT JEFFERS, SE,
$65.25; CLERK OF DIST COURT,
SE, $141.00; CROSS & SONS,
SU, $1,045.00; CULLIGAN,
SE, $20.00; D & S SALES, SE,
$525.00; GREGORY C. DAMMAN,
SE, $257.00; DES MOINES
STAMP MFG, SU, $71.00; EAKES
OFFICE PLUS, SU, $273.28;
EQUIFAX WORKFORCE, SE,
$49.55; FARMERS COOP, SU,
$7,952.19; GARCIA CLINICAL
LAB, SE, $13.00; GENERAL
FIRE EQUIP, SE, $353.85;
HERPOLSHEIMERS, SE, $69.04;
HOMETOWN LEASING, SE,
$412.10; IDEMIA IDENTITY &
SEC, SE, $480.17; INDOFF
INC, SU, $416.38; J S WURM
& ASSOC, SE, $621.05; JOHN
DEERE FINAN, SE, $89.54;
JONES BANK, FE, $70.41; JONES
BANK (FICA), FE, $12,196.68;
KONICA MINOLTA, SU, $14.82;
LANCASTER CO SHERIFF, SE,
$41.81; LAUBER FUNERAL
SERV, SE, $40.00; KRISTIN M.
LYNCH, SE, $225.00; MEYER
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $217.52;
MIPS INC, SE, $1,351.61; NE
ASSN OF EMERG MGT, FE,
$50.00; NE FSMA, FE, $35.00; NE
STATE BAR ASSN, FE, $267.00;
NEBR INTERACTIVE, SU, $4.00;
OFFICE DEPOT, SU, $190.68;
OREILLY AUTOM, SU, $815.00;
OWENS ED SERYV, SE, $2,521.35;
PAC N SAVE, SU, $223.80;
PAPER TIGER SHRED, SE,
$30.00; PARAMOUNT LAUNDRY,
SE, $57.24; POSTMASTER, SU,
$75.00; QUADIENT LEASING
USA, SE, $81.98; REDIGER
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $1,138.66;
REDWOOD TXCLGY LAB, SE,
$45.00; REGION V SERVICES,
SE, $2,484.58; REGION V
SYSTEMS, SE, $214.00;
SEW CO CHAMBER & DEV,
FE, $4,078.00; SEWARD CO
COURT, SE, $893.80; SEWARD
CO INDEPENDENT, SE, $398.64;
SEWARD CO SHERIFF’S DEPT,
SE, $82.08; SEWARD LUMBER,
SU, $38.46; SOARIN GROUP,
LLC, SE, $6,374.34; SE DIST
ASSESSORASSOC, SE, $50.00;
SPORTS EXPRESS INC, SU,
$386.05; ST OF NE DAS ST
ACCTNG, FE, $650.00; ST OF
NE DAS COMM, SE, $448.00; ST
OF NE DEPT CORR.SERYV, SE,
$3,986.09; SUMMIT FOOD SERYV,
SE, $6,604.39; SURGICALASSOC
PC, SU, $385.09; THOMSON
REUTERS, FE, $643.31; TIME
WARNER CABLE, UT, $344.60;
VANGUARD APPRAISALS,
SE, $9,632.50; VERIZON
WIRELESS, UT, $2,825.91;
VIRTUAL IMPRESSIONS, SE,
$20.00; VISA, FE, $6,098.32;
WINDSTREAM, UT, $10,821.81;
WOODS & AITKEN LLP, SE,
$1,144.00; AFFORDABLE INT
SOL, SE, $74.99; KENNETH
PANKOKE, SE, $147.17;
CENTRAL SAND & GRVL,
SU, $175,680.89; COLUMBUS
TARPS, SU, $2,500.00; DALE
JOHNSON ENT, SU, $32,808.38;
HEARTLAND TIRES, SU,
$572.85; HOTSY EQUIP, EQ,
$375.99; HUSKER AUTO GRP,
SE, $410.12; JOHNSON SAND
& GRVL, SU, $27,508.38;
KERFORD LIMESTONE CO,
SU, $488.90; MIDWEST AUTO
PARTS, SU, $926.86; MILLER
SEED & SUPPLY, SU, $525.00;
NE STATE FIRE MARSHAL,
SE, $360.00; NMC, INC, SE,
$2,163.48; NORRIS PUB POW
DIST, UT, $1,345.03; POMP’S
TIRE SERVICE, SE, $1,190.08;
RDO TRUCK CENTERS,
SE, $194.84; ROCKMOUNT

RESEARCH, SE, $914.51;
SAPP BROS PETROLEUM, SU,
$12,304.00; SHAFFER COMM,
SE, $55.00; UTICA PARTS &
SERVICE, SE, $102.70; VERIZON
CONNECT, UT, $728.55;
VILLAGE OF GARLAND, SE,
$48.90; GEHRING CONST, SE,
$11,817.09; SID DILLON, EQ,
$31,167.00; RED PATH GALLERY,
SE, $2,500.00; DELTADENTAL OF
NE, SE, $29.38; SEW CO HLTH
CLMFND, FE, $53,251.92; MOMS
MEALS, SE, $121.17; MILFORD
POLICE DEPT, SE, $894.00;
MID AMERICAN SUPPLY, SU,
$1,062.21; CREATIVE PROD
SOURCING, SE, $476.90;
RELENTLESS, FE, $40,000.00;
JONES AUTOMOTIVE, SE,
$3,225.91; MOTOROLA, UT,
$12,962.28; NEB SHERIFFS
ASSOC, FE, $75.00; SACK
LUMBER, SU, $7.78; HOFPAR,
SCOTT, SE, $230.00;
SHINETECH SOFTWARE, SU,
$6,453.50; WESTERN OIL I LLC,
SE, $586.93; EVERBRIDGE INC,
SE, $2,394.75; GEOCOMM INC,
UT, $1,011.00

SALARIES: $248,447.87
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE
DEDUCTIONS TO:

COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN
COWISCONSIN; DELTADENTAL;
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
SCI — December 23, 2020

VILLAGE OF UTICA
Proceedings
December 8, 2020
The following is a condensed form
of the minutes. A complete copy is
on file and available for inspection
upon request at the Village
office. The Board of Trustees
met in special reorganizational
session at 7:00pm at the Village
Auditorium. Roll Call answered by
Swanson, Powell, Olhsen, Baack
and Micek. Following actions
were taken with motions properly
carried. Approved: agenda, close
nominations and to approve
James Swanson as Chairman;
close nominations and approve
Nathan Baack as President,
Accept Board of Adjustment,
Planning Commission, Park Board,
Economic Development Review
Board, Citizens Advisory Review
Board and Village appointments,
adopt Resolution 2020-13 to
authorize Village Chairman to
sign 2020 year-end Certification of
City Street Superintendent, adopt
Resolution 2020-14 to appoint
Justin Stark Street Superintendent
for 2021, to pay Fehlhafers Inc
invoice, to deny payment of
Masonry Restoration invoice and
to send letter explaining why, to
table PTO rough draft policy until
January, to purchase a chainsaw,
clerk to register for Clerk School
and a room at Ramada Inn, to
write performance checks as soon
as possible, accept reports from,
Fire Chief, Sheriff, Zoning, Park,
Maintenance, Clerk, Treasurer,
and Keno. Motion to accept claims

and adjourn at 8:50 pm.

Claims. Black Hills Energy 909.55
utilities; Verizon 390.04 utilities;
Great Plains Pest Mgm 643.50,
services; Mierau & Co 200 services;
Utica Parts & Service 519.60
repairs; St Paul Lutheran School
2348 meals; J. Wiemer 155 meals;
Centennial Public Schools 600
occupation taxes; Michael Mullally
80 services, Windstream 1814.01
utilities; Recycling Enterprise 900
services, Mid-American research
419.20 supplies; Pac N Save
91.21 supplies; J Warren 320
services; Norris Public Power
7894.26 utilities; Nebraska Dept

REEN REALTY

& AUCTION - GREEN REALTY & AU

ACREAGE EQUIPMENT AUCTION

of Environmental 79325.82 loan
pymt.; Bell Bank Equipment
5836.18 loan pymt.; T Dewaard
44 13 refund; Seward Independent
23.62 services; Central Valley
Ag 733.06 fuel; Jackson
Services 58.53 services; Beaver
Hardware 243.63 supplies; M
Mueller 45 services; American
Legal Publishing 650 services;
Nebraska Generator 794.92
services; Volzke Corp. 78 supplies;
Nebraska Municipal Power Pool
2013 services; Fehlhafers Inc.
356 services; Advanced Office
Authority 29.09 services; Olsson
110.71 services; K Caulder
140 services; Nebraska Public
Health 33 services; Kopchos
186.50 services; MSA Safety
Sales 145 repairs; Seward County
Sheriff 517.80 services; Lincoln
Winwater 80.68 supplies; USPS
15.50 postage; Office Max 310.29
cabinet; Walmart 82.33 supplies;
Wages 13046.38; benefits
2639.76; Taxes 4799.95.

Rita Maier

Village Clerk/Treasurer

SCI — December 23, 2020

Board of Education
Study Session
School District of Seward
410 South Street
Seward, NE 68434
Monday, December 14, 2020
5:30 PM
Attendance Taken at 5:30 PM.
Paul Duer: Present
Jill Hochstein: Present
Jana Hughes: Present
Jerry Rumery: Present
Ryne Seaman: Present
Danielle Shipley: Present
1. Preliminary Procedures
1.1. Call meeting to order &
announce Open Meetings Act is
Posted
1.2. Public Notice as publicized per
board policy
The public notice was publicized
in the Lincoln Journal Star and
posted at city hall, library and the
courthouse. The public notice was
dated December 11, 2020.
1.3. Roll Call
1.3.1. Action to excuse board
members if necessary
2. Possible Discussion ltems
2.1. Superintendent Evaluation
The board discussed Dr. Fields
evaluation.
3. Adjournment
Jerry Rumery adjourned the
meeting at 6:37 p.m.
Prepared by:
Heidi Covert
Paul Duer
Secretary
SCl — December 23, 2020

SEWARD CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Following is a condensed form
of minutes. A complete copy is
on file at City Hall, 537 Main St.
or may be viewed at http://www.
CityofSewardNE.gov. The Seward
City Council met in special session
in the Seward Civic Center, 616
Bradford St, Seward, on December
3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., with Mayor
Joshua Eickmeier presiding.
Councilmembers present: Ellen
Beck, Jonathon Wilken, Sid
Kamprath, Jessica Kolterman,
Karl Miller, John Singleton, Chris
Schmit, Alyssa Hendrix. Absent:
None. Following items were
approved: Ord 2020-33- require
facial coverings; Adjourn.
Bonnie Otte
Asst. Admin./Clerk-Treasurer/
Budget & HR Director
SCIl — December 23, 2020
ZNEZ

F'ION - GREEN REALT

@ GREEN REALTY & AUCTION * GREEN REALTY & AUCTION * GREEN REALTY & AUCTION - GREEN

REEN REALTY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 10:02 a.m.
Site: 1418 Road N, York, Nebraska
Located on the corner of Hwy 34 and Road N

DUE TO COVID-19, WE WILL BE MONITORING ALL DIRECT
HEALTH MEASURES & INFORMATION RELATED TO COVID-19.
THE HEALTH & SAFETY OF OUR STAFF & CUSTOMERS IS OUR
FIRST PRIORITY. PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE (GreenSells.com)

FOR ANY CHANGES OR UPDATES PRIOR TO AUCTION.

STARTING 11:02 a.m. -
ONLINE BIDDING FOR SOME ITEMS
AVAILABLE THROUGH BIDCALLER.COM

TRACTORS / TRAILERS
* ACREAGE EQUIPMENT
+ BOBCAT / 4X4 ATTACHMENTS
* LAWN MOWERS / MISCELLANEOUS

Log onto GreenSells.com
for complete listing, terms and pictures.
Direct all inquiries to owner, Dennis, at 402.366.1035.

DENNIS & JAYNA NIENHUESER, OWNERS

GREEN

&—— EST. 1972 —

Realty & Auction

& AUCTION - GREEN REALTY & AUCTION - GREEN REALT

ENLEERE

Auctioneer:

RIS
Ross Ronne ~ aor e
402-362-5595

104 S. Lincoln Ave., * York, NE
www.GreenSells.com

NIIAD » NOILONY B ALTVIE NIIAD » NOILONVY B ALTVIYE NIFAD » NOILONV B AL

NOTICE

The public notices deadline

for the January 6 edition is

Wednesday, December 30,
2020, at 3:00 p.m.
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CONNECTING YOU TO NEBRASKA

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150
Nebraska newspapers and get your
message to over 483,000 readers!

— Statewide coverage for $6.41*/publication —
Regional ads also available in central, southeast, northeast or
western Nebraska. Additional sizes available.
*Statewide cost is just $975.
Contact this newspaper for more information
or call 1-800-369-2850.
OnePress 2x2 Display Ad Network

ONEPIess

save Time & Money! )

P Advertise in this amount of space for

only $975*. Reach over 490,000 Nebraska
readers! Contact your local newspaper
for more information or call 1-800-369-2850.

*Statewide coverage for less than $6.41 per publication. Regional ads
also available in Central, Northeast, Southeast or Western Nebraska.

Nebraska 2X2 Display Ad Network

www.nebpress.com

Wy,

...Read Public Notices Each Week
and Stay Informed!

I— SEWARD COUNTY
NDE PE NDE NT 129 S. 6th St. e Seward, NE 68434 ¢ 402-643-3676

DISABILITY:

Advocating for You

No one in Nebraska knows more
than the League of Human Dignity
about advocating for people with
disabilities or about helping them to
become advocates for themselves.

Contact the League and see how we

can help you

get the servic- LEAGUE
es you need to OF
maintain your HUMAN

independence. DIGNITY

Phone 833-800-5643

UBLIC NOTICES

ESTATES

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA
Estate of LOIS G. LUEBBE,
Deceased
Estate No. PR20-70
Notice is hereby given that on
December 2, 2020, in the County
Court of Seward County, Nebraska,
the Registrar issued a written
statement of Informal Probate of
the Will of said Decedent and that
Kathryn M. Klundt, whose address
is 823 North 2nd St., Apt 3, Seward,
Nebraska 68434, was informally
appointed by the Registrar as
Personal Representative of the
Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file
their claims with this Court on or
before February 9, 2021, or be
forever barred.
/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court
261 S. 8th St.
PO Box 37
Seward, NE 68434
Prepared By:
James T. Blazek #16518
Blazek & Gregg, P.C., L.L.O.
1405 N. 205th Street, Ste. 120
Elkhorn, Nebraska 68022
(402) 496-3432
SCIl— December 09, 16, 23, 2020

Parker, Grossart & Bahensky,
L.L.P.
NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA
Estate of Richard LeRoy Besse,
Deceased
Estate No. PR 20-71
Notice is hereby given that
on December 9, 2020, in the
County Court of Seward County,
Nebraska, Jack W. Besse, whose
address is 5006 G Avenue Place,
Kearney, NE 68847, was informally
appointed by the Registrar as
Personal Representative of the
Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file
their claims with this Court on or
before February 16, 2021, or be
forever barred.
/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court
Justice Center
P.O. Box 37
Seward, NE 68434
Jack W. Besse #19005
PARKER, GROSSART &
BAHENSKY, L.L.P.
1516 First Avenue
P.O. Box 1600
Kearney, Nebraska 68848-1600
(308) 237-2114 phone
(308) 234-4989 fax
jwb@pgbblaw.com
SCl— December 16, 23, 30, 2020

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF KEITH MCGILL, Deceased.

Case No. PR20-75
NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that on
December 16, 2020, in the
County Court of Seward County,
Nebraska, the Registrar issued
a written statement of Informal
Probate of the Will of said
decedent and that ANDREW
MCGILL, whose address is 2222
N. 4th Street, Seward, Nebraska
68434, was informally appointed
by the Registrar as Personal
Representative of this estate.
Creditors of this estate must file
their claims with this court on or
before February 23, 2021, or be
forever barred.
/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF
THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
P.C,L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — December 23, 30, 2020,
January 06, 2021

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF RICHARD RIEGER,

Deceased.
Case No. PR20-74
NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND
APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that on
December 16, 2020, in the County
Court of Seward County, Nebraska,
the Registrar issued a written
statement of Informal Probate
of the Will of said decedent and
that LADEAN RIEGER, whose
address is P.O. Box 366, Utica, NE
68456, was informally appointed
by the Registrar as Personal
Representative of this estate.
Creditors of this estate must file
their claims with this court on or
before February 23, 2021, or be
forever barred.
/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF
THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
P.C.,L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — December 23, 30, 2020,
January 06, 2021
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATIONS

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned has formed a Limited
Liability Company under the
Nebraska Uniform Limited Liability
Company Act.

The name of the company is
WCLS FARMS, LLC

The address of the designated
office is 2574 Waverly Road,
Seward, NE 68434. The registered
agent and address for service
upon the company is Ronald
Wallman, 2574 Waverly Road,
Seward, NE 68434.

The company shall engage in any
lawful business and act for which
a Limited Liability Company may
be organized under the Nebraska
Uniform Limited Liability Company
Act.

MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,

P.C, L.L.O.

Attorney at Law

510 Seward St.

Seward, NE 68434

(402) 643-4581

SCI— December 16, 23, 30, 2020
ZNEZ

MINUTES

VILLAGE OF UTICA
Proceedings
December 7, 2020
The following is a condensed form
of the minutes. A complete copy is
on file and available for inspection
upon request at the Village office.
The Board of Trustees met in
regular session at 7:00pm at
the Village Auditorium. Roll Call
answered by Olson, Swanson,
Powell, Olhsen, Baack. Following
actions were taken with motions
properly carried. Approved:
agenda, Minutes November 2,
2020, Resolution 2020-12 to
replace previous purchase order
resolution, to change appointment
of G. Dishman to a two- year
appointment to park board, to
send Determination of Nuisance
property to 401 Nebraska, to
give .50 raise to E Slauter, to
approve annual performance pay
to employees working 2000 hrs
per year and motion to adjourn

at 8:25pm.

Rita Maier

Village Clerk/Treasurer
SCIl — December 23, 2020

VILLAGE OF
BEAVER CROSSING
December 9, 2020

Following is condensed form of
the minutes for the December 9,
2020, Reorganizational/Regular
meeting. A complete copy is on
file at Village Hall, 800 Dimery St,
Beaver Crossing, NE.

The Village Board of the Village
of Beaver Crossing met in open

public session at 7:00 pm at the
Village Hall. Board members
present: G. Zieg, J. Leif, L.
Breitkreutz, B. Pankoke, M
Banks, JP Black. Absent: none.
Motions were properly made,
seconded and carried for the
following: Certification of Election
Report, Board Chairman, Vice
Chairman, Village appointments
for 2021, Treasurer Report,
Claims, Minutes, Building Permit
17-20, enter and leave executive
session, and a Special Designated
License. Oath of office was
sworn by M. Banks, JP Black
and L Breitkreutz, Maintenance
report, update on purchase of
cameras, discussion on nuisance
properties, will contact SENDD for
a progression plan. Community
Betterment report, the gutters have
been installed on the restroom/
snack building. Discussion was
held on the addition to the Fire
Department. Meeting adjourned
at 9:11 pm.

P. Pankoke, Clerk/Treasurer
Claims: G. Damman, $151.95
general; Kopchos, $56.00 general;
JEO, $600.00 street; NE Public
Health Env. Lab, $49.00 water;
Recycle Enterprises, $180.00
general; Windstream, $.84
general; A. Philyaw, $100.00
general; J. Kozisek, $516.70
general; Card Service Center,
$1,099.37 general, street, & pool;
Beaver Hardware $210.16 street,
pool, park, & tree fund; IRS,
$911.60 general & street; NE
Workforce Dev., $38.18 general &
street; State of NE, $687.2 general;
Seward Co. Independent, $19.02
general; Norris PPD, $1778.96
general, street, pool, park, & fire;
AKRS Equip., $97.75 park; G.
Grantski, $200.00 general; Wages,
$3928.94 general & street.

SCl — December 23, 2020

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
Boards of Commissioner Meetings
are held each Tuesday morning in
the Seward County Courthouse
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first
Tuesday of each month when
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m.
The Commissioners will be meeting
at 8 a.m. on Friday, December 18
to approve Seward County Claims.
Notice of each meeting is posted
on the Courthouse bulletin board
and on the Commissioner’s room
door. The agenda for all meetings
is kept continually current and is
available for public inspection at
the County Clerk’s Office during
normal business hours. The
agenda is held open until one
business day prior to the meeting
for appearance before the Board.
The Board has the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an
emergency nature only at such

public meeting.
CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 19, 2020
The Seward County Board of
Commissioners convened on
December 15, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka,
Ken Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Schweitzer gave an update of
her office.
Approved the minutes of December
8, 2020.
Commissioners gave an update of
their activities.
Approved a refund of Inheritance
Tax overpayment for the Barbara
Ann Swanson Estate.
Approved a 3-year Engineer
Controls Renewal Agreement.
Approved Building and Grounds
Supt. to advertise for bids for the
painting of the courthouse dome.
Accepted the October 2020
Sheriff's Fee & Mileage Report.
Clarified the closing of county
offices on December 24, 2020, as
a holiday.
Approved Special Designated
Liquor License for Seward Grocery
d/b/a Pac N Save for an event on
December 31, 2020.
Held Public Hearing for and
approved a request to Rezone a
tract of land in J Precinct.
Ryan Hamburger of South Central
EMS, LLC was present to give
information about the company.
Approved a 1-year lease with
Nebraska Machinery Co. for a skid
loader, as presented by Highway
Supt., Terry Wicht.
Adopted the agendas for
December 18 and 22, 2020, and
adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
SCl — December 23, 2020

VILLAGE OF GOEHNER
December 1, 2020

The following is a condensed form
of the minutes. A complete copy is
on file and available for inspection
upon request at the Village
office. The Board of Trustees
met in regular session at 7:30
pm at the Goehner Community
Center. The following actions
were taken with motions properly
carried. Approved: CONSENT
AGENDA: Minutes of 11/3/2020;
Treasurer’s Report; Bills payable
to date; Appoint Village Attorney,
$190 per hour; Appoint Village
Clerk and Treasurer Whitney
Fleischman; Appoint Village
Engineer JEO, Certification
of City Street Superintendent
Scott Cowles, JEO; Appoint
Village zoning Inspector George
Knisley. Following discussion of
Committees: Clerk to ask Ulch
and C.Dodson to serve another
3 years on planning committee,
Alex Dodson replacing Shawna
Agena for a 3 years. Bialas to
replace C. Meinberg on the Park
Committee. Clerk to call Attorney
Rauert to see where things are
with the correspondence with the
attorney for Eberspacher Cattle lot.
RESOLUTIONS #255 (designation
of bank authority to sign checks),
#256 (safety deposit box access),
and #257 (appointment of Street
Superintendent) were read by
Whitney Fleischman and approved
by the board. A building permit
for Fleischman was approved &
fee was collected. Next SOLID
WASTE RECYCLING meeting is
in January 2021. Clerk requested
guidance on Peddler Permit
process and approval and a public
hearing is scheduled for 1/5/2021
at 6:30 for Special Use Permit.
Whitney Fleischman
Clerk-Treasurer
Bills:
Gknisley, mileage/reimb, 49.15;
DHHS, fee, 22; AKRSEquipt,
equipt, 2862.22; TaylorsDrain,
contractlabor, 864.5;
OneCallConcepts, fee, 24.57;
MMullally, fee, 192.52; SCI, ads,
29.76; RecyclingEnt, fee, 200;
BeaverHardward, sup, 31.98;
WesternOil, GVFD, 145.95;
Windstream, util, 201.8; NPPD,
util, 911.1; SCSheriff, fee, 96;
Aostrander, mileage/reimb,
98.9; Wfleischman, mileage/
reimb, 128.98; Vyhnaleklns, ins,
2436; Adodson, wages, 257.85;
Aostrander, wages, 365.96;
Cbialas, wages, 257.85; DBesse,
wages, 258.58; GKnisley, wages,
1286.19; JKnisley, wages, 352.44;
JNitz, wages, 27.7; WFleischman,
wages, 587.54; WCronquist,
wages, 156.06
SCIl — December 23, 2020
ZNEZ

HEARINGS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is given that the Village of
Goehner Board of Trustees will
hold a Public Hearing on January
5th, 2021, at 6:30 pm, Goehner
Fire Hall, 1221 May Street,
Goehner, Nebraska. Regarding
the following:

PUBLIC HEARING FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT

PID: 800055292 Precinct K
Contractor: Industrial Tower West/
Viaero Tower

17-10-2 W 1/2 320 AC

Section 17, Township 10,
Range2E, Pt. NW V4 SE V4
Nicolaus - Seward County
Nebraska

Information on the proposed action
is available from the Village Clerk.
The public’s comments and
concerns are welcome at the time
of the Public Hearing.

Village of Goehner

Board of Trustees

SCIl — December 23, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Village of Garland will hold
a public hearing on January 5,
2021, at 7:00 PM in the Village
Hall/Germantown Bank, the
purpose of which is to hear public
comments on the One- and Six-
Year Street Improvement Program
for the Village of Garland, in strict
accordance with Nebraska Law.
Village of Garland

Salene Ulrich

Village Clerk
SCl — December 23, 2020
ZNEZ

GENERAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
Notice is hereby given that
Wiemer Family Farms, LLC, a
Nebraska limited liability company
(the “Company”) was dissolved
effective December 8, 2020.
The name of the Registered
Agent of the Company is Rick
A. Damkroger, whose address is
121 S. 13th St., #800, Lincoln,
NE 68508. Any person having a
claim against the Company should
present same in writing to the
Registered Agent at the address
reflected in this notice. Any such
claim should include the date of the
claim, amount and a description
of the basis for the claim. A claim
against the Company is barred
unless an action to enforce the
claim is commenced within five (5)
years after the publication date of
the third required notice.

SCIl— December 16, 23, 30, 2020

Northeast Nebraska
Telephone Customer Notice
For the 1st Quarter of 2021 the
Federal Universal Service Charge
(FUSC) contribution factor will
increase from 27.1% to 31.8%.
This will result in an increase in
the charge that appears on your
monthly telephone bill. The factor is
applied to services designated as
interstate by the FCC and changes
from time-to-time based on the
needs of the federal universal
service fund. This government
mandated program is designed to
help keep local telephone service
rates affordable for all customers,
in all areas of the United States.
The fund also provides schools,
libraries, low-income consumers
and rural health care providers
with assistance in obtaining
telecommunications services.

Northeast Nebraska

Telephone Company

Jackson, NE 68743
402-632-4321

SCI — December 23, 2020

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY
NEBRASKA

STATE OF NEBRASKA
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION,
Plaintiff,
V.
DANIEL D. EDWARDS,
Defendant.
Case No. Cl 20-455
NOTICE
To: Daniel D. Edwards
You will take notice that a Complaint
has been filed in the County Court
of Seward County, Nebraska,
praying for judgment against you in
the sum of $4,560.40 plus interest
and costs, for damage to its
property arising out of an accident
on or about March 18, 2020, in
Seward County, Nebraska.
You will further take notice that
if you fail to answer or otherwise
plead to said Complaint on or
before January 30, 2021, the
Plaintiff will request the court to
enter judgment against you.
DATED this 7th day of December
2020.
STATE OF NEBRASKA,
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, Plaintiff,
By:
DOUGLAS J. PETERSON,
#18146
Attorney General
By:
/sl Greg M. Ariza
Greg M. Ariza, #22225
Assistant Attorney General
P.O. Box 94759
Lincoln, NE 68509-4759
(402) 479-4611
Greg.Ariza@nebraska.gov
Attorneys for Plaintiff
SCl— December 16, 23, 30, 2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
CALL ORDER: 105
CONTRACT ID: M1005
STATE PROJECT NO.:
MISC-34-6(1039)
LOCATION: US-34, SEWARD
EAST CULVERTS
IN COUNTY: SEWARD
The Nebraska Department of
Transportation will receive sealed
bids in Room 104 of the Central

Office Building at 1500 Hwy. 2 in
Lincoln, until 1:30 PM on January
14, 2021. At that time the bids will
be opened and read.

Bids will be opened and the bid
totals will be read via Webex.
The Webex information will be
available on the BidX Letting
webpage a minimum of 2 days
prior to the opening, and can be
found by selecting the applicable
letting from:
https://www.bidx.com/ne/lettings
Plans, specifications, and
additional letting information
may be found at the Nebraska
Department of Transportation’s
Web Site at
http://dot.nebraska.gov/business-
center/business-opp/hwy-bridge-
Ip/.

SCI — December 23, 30, 2020,
January 06, 2021

ZNEZ

MEETINGS

NOTICE
OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
CITY OF SEWARD

Notice is hereby given that a
meeting of the following will be
held:
Library Board, January 4, 2021,
8:00 AM, Seward Memorial Library,
Main Level Conference Room, 233
S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
Seward City Council, January
5, 2021, 7:00 PM, Seward Civic
Center East & West Basement,
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE,
68434
Civic Center Commission, January
11, 2021, 5:00 PM, Seward Civic
Center, 616 Bradford St., Seward,
NE 68434
Park & Rec Board, January 11,
2021, 5:30 PM, Seward Civic
Center, 616 Bradford St., Seward,
NE 68434
Planning Commission, January
11, 2021, 7:30 PM, Seward Civic
Center East & West Basement,
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE
68434
Tree Board, January 12, 2021,
5:30 PM, Seward Memorial Library,
233 S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
Seward Aging Services
Commission, January 12, 2021,
1:00 PM, Lied Senior Center,
1010 Manor Drive West, Seward,
NE 68434
Seward City Council, January
19, 2021, 7:00 PM, Seward Civic
Center East & West Basement,
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE,
68434
LB 840 Seward Economic
Development Program Application
Review Board, December 23,
2020, 5:30 PM, viaZOOM, Meeting
ID: 853 7480 0429, Passcode:
841704.
All meetings are open to the
public. The agenda for each
meeting listed, which shall be kept
continually current, shall be readily
available for public inspection at
the office of the City Clerk, 537
Main Street, Seward, Nebraska,
during normal business hours.

Bonnie Otte

City Clerk

SCI — December 23, 2020

NOTICE
A Public Meeting of the Seward
County Planning Commission will
be held December 29th, 2020,
6:30 pm, on a zoom telephone or
video conference online.
Please use:
http://zoom.us/j/9421681714
online Password 768261
Notice of said meeting will be
posted in the Courthouse North
Door. The agenda for said meeting
will be kept continually current and
available for public inspection in
the Zoning Office during normal
business hours. The agenda will
be held open until 4:00 p.m. of
the day, two days before the day
of the meeting. The Planning
Commission has the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an
emergency nature only at such
meetings.
Seward County
Zoning Administrator
SCIl — December 23, 2020
ZNEZ



SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 23, 2020

Baldwin remembered for service

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

and Nick Tuma

UNO Intern

In July, 2019, the Ne-
braska delegation stood
at the base of Sugar Loaf
Hill and the memorial
to 68 soldiers of the 35th
Division that were Kkilled
in battle in September,
1944. The group laid
flags and flowers at the
memorial in a shady
park outside of the vil-
lage of Agincourt.

On top of the hill,
Stapleton native Ralph
Greeley received the
Distinguished Service
Cross (posthumous-
ly) for his stand at his
machine gun. One of the
severely wounded on the
hill was Sgt. Floyd Bald-
win. His son, Seward Po-
lice Chief Alan Baldwin,
is planning to stand at
the very spot his father
was wounded as part of
the Liberation Tour 2021
Nebraska Delegation to
France.

Floyd Baldwin was
born May 22, 1915, at
Palmyra. The Nebraska
National Guard called
him to federal service of
one year on Dec. 23, 1940,
and sent him to Fort
Robinson, Arkansas, for
training. He was part
of a large contingent of
Nebraskans who volun-
teered or were drafted
into federal service in
February, 1941. They
were used to fill out the
35th Division to 100%
strength.

Baldwin was assignhed
to Company A, First
Battalion, 134th Infantry
Regiment (formerly of
Nebraska City). He was
trained on the M1919A4
air cooled 30 caliber
machine gun. His call
up was extended, like
the rest of the regiment,
following Pearl Harbor
(Dec. 7,1941). He was in
for the duration or until
hostilities ceased. He
was part of the unit as
it moved to California
after Pearl Harbor to
protect the West Coast.
Following that mission,
they continued stateside
training for deploy-
ment to the European
Theater of Operation.
They trained for over 40
months before boarding
transports for England
in May, 1944.

On July 6, 1944,
Baldwin and his fel-

low soldiers set foot on
Omaha Beach (D-Day
was a month earlier)
from transports from
England. Company A
marched about 20 miles
to relieve units north of
Hill 122 and St. Lo. They
attacked on the morning
of July 15, 1944, to seize
Hill 122 and take the city
of St. Lo. They advanced
2,100 yards through the
dense hedgerows captur-
ing more ground then
the 29th Division (the
units they relieved) did
in three weeks.

They made it to the
base of Hill 122 on the
first day and fought over
the hill over the next
day with the regiment
suffering 792 casual-
ties. Baldwin was in
the thick of the fighting
with Company A and
Company C (formerly of
Beatrice). The American
machine gunners dualed
the German gunners
equipped with the MG-
42 (very high cyclic fire
rate — 1,200 rounds per
minute). The Americans
pushed the Germans off
Hill 122 and made ad-
vances down the south-
ern slope and toward the
city of St. Lo.

On the early morning
of July 18, the Ameri-
cans sent patrols into
the city and noted the
rout of the Germans in
the sector. On July 19,
the units began occupa-
tion duty with elements
of the 29th Division in
the city. The Americans
paid a high price for the
city with over 900 killed
or wounded (53 were
from Nebraska).

The 134th Infantry
Regiment consolidat-
ed its combat power
(brought up replace-
ments) and prepared to
move out in August. The
last major battle in the
hedgerows was around
Mortain to help relieve a
trapped unit of the 30th
Division. The seven days
of fighting around the
city cost the regiment
nearly 500 casualties, in-
cluding over 130 killed.

Once the battle was
over, the regiment was
entering tank country
and the race was on to
eastern France and the
city of Nancy (capital of
Lorraine). They liber-
ated Le Mans, Janville,
Montargis and Joigny.
On Sept. 15, 1994, the

regiment was heralded
as the “Liberators of
Nancy.” The Germans
were waiting for the
Americans outside the
city.

Sugar Loaf Hill
dominates the village of
Agincourt about 5 miles
from Nancy to the north-
east. The Americans
moved out of Nancy,
crossed over the Meur-
the River and advanced
up the valley towards
Agincourt on Sept. 18.
The regiment noted the
high point of Sugar Loaf
and quickly pushed the
German forces off the
hill. The Germans knew
whoever controlled Sug-
ar Loaf Hill could direct
fires down onto any
forces in the valley. They
quickly assembled forces
and launched assaults
in the evening and early
morning of Sept. 18-19.

Ralph Greeley (Com-
pany D) and Baldwin
(Company A) provided
the machine gun fire
onto the Germans to
blunt the attack and
allow the Americans to
retrograde off the hill
(they were overwhelmed
by sheer German
numbers). During the
defense on the hilltop,
Greeley fell mortally
wounded and Baldwin
was severely wounded
and carried to the aid
station. The next day,
the regiment attacked
up and defeated the
Germans on Sugar Loaf
Hill in textbook fashion
using a rolling barrage
with artillery. Bald-
win was evacuated for
medical treatment and
did not return to his unit
until March, 1945 and
the drive to Elbe River
in Germany.

Greeley died of his
wounds and is buried
at the Lorraine-Amer-
ican Cemetery in St.
Avold, France. Baldwin
passed away on Dec. 8,
1998, and is buried in
the Rosewood Cemetery
in Palmyra. You can
learn more about Ralph
and Floyd and the 134th
Infantry Regiment in
World War II at the Ne-
braska National Guard
Museum in Seward. If
you know someone who
served in the regiment
and have artifacts, the
Museum would like to
hear from you. Call (402)
309-8763.

Mark your calendar

and mark ours, too.

You can be part of the

Seward County Community Calendar
Go to www.sewardindependent.com,

click on “Calendar” and “Post your event.”

Once all your information is entered and you click
“submit your event,” you’re done.

Community events that may be included on our calendar are musical
performances, theatrical productions, meetings, fundraisers (soup din-
ners, spaghetti feeds, pancake feeds, etc.) and other non-profit events.

Ho
an

\iday peadiin®
4 Closingd

Our office will close 12:00 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 24
and will be closed Friday, Dec. 25, 2020.

We will close 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020
and will be closed Friday, Jan. 1, 2021.

ADVERTISING & NEWS

DEADLINE

for the publication dates of

DECEMBER 30,2020

is 9:00 a.m.
THURSDAY, DEC. 24

for the Seward County Independent,
The Milford Times and Connection

JANUARY 6, 2021

is 9:00 a.m.
THURSDAY, DEC. 31

for the Seward County Independent,
The Milford Times and Connection

INDEPENDENT

129S. 6th St., Seward, NE | 402-643-3676

L] ‘ - v - .‘: -
Picture of World War Il machine gunner (M1919A4 air cooled .30 caliber) in Europe. Sgt.
Floyd Baldwin of Company A, First Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment (formerly Nebraska
City-Nebraska National Guard unit) was a crewman on this type of weapon during the Bat-
tle of Sugar Loaf Hill near Nancy, France, on Sept. 18-19, 1944. He was severely wounded

during the battle and didn’t return to his unit until March, 1945. He is the father of Seward

Police Chief Alan Baldwin. Floyd Baldwin passed away in 1998 and is buried in Palmyra.

AREA
CHURCHES

Calvary Baptist Church
208 East Bek Ave. » Seward * 402-643-3575

www.cbcseward.com
Pastor Timothy A. Ruegg
Sunday School (all ages)..........vrrveernee. 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ..................... 11:00 am.
Sunday Evening Worship...........cc.coneeee. 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study.............. 7:00 p.m.
Church of Christ

1422 Kolterman Ave. » Seward * 402-643-5802
www.sewardchurchofchrist.com
Pastor: Dr. Mike Case
Sunday Worship ..........ccc.eee 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................... Small groups

Faith Lutheran Church ELCA)
1245 North 2nd St. » Seward * 402-643-6116
www.faithseward.org

Pastor Greg Gabriel
Sunday WOrship .............cvveeervveeeenerrennns 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages................... 10:45 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2668 Hwy 6 (1 mi. West of Milford) » 402-761-3416
www.goodshepherd-milford.org

Pastor Steve Stork
Sunday Adult Bible Study............couevvenee. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday WOrShip ..........ccccevecrvvrverviennne. 10:00 a.m.
Monday WOIShip .........evveneveenerernnreernens 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study........ccoevvrrerrenne. Thurs., 8:30 a.m.

Kids’ Bible Classes, Pre-K through 6th grade .......
.......... (during school year) Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class..........ccccccvverrivineniiinneniiinecnins
.................. (during school year) Wednesday night

Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church (weLS)
746 Pinewood Ave. ® Seward ¢ 402-643-4131
www.graceseward.org

Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Sunday Bible CIass ...........occcvvveeemecrrrnens 8:00 a.m.
Sunday WOIShIp .........cveermereermnerevinnncinns 8:45 am.
Sunday School and Fellowship............... 9:45 a.m.

Great Plains Community Church
1155 May $t.» Goehner » 402-730-2594

Pastor Galen Skinner
Sunday WOrship. ............cooveeevereermnerrennns 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night, Adult Bible Studies,
Children and Teen Activities.............. 7:00 p.m.

Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church
2433 Progressive Rd. » Seward * 402-643-2316
Senior Pastor Curt Coddington
Administrative Pastor Brant Taylor
Associate Pastor Brad Johnson
Worship Pastor Kyle Soflin
Youth Pastor Zach Mulvihill
Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship ................ 8:15 am. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday
Children and Teen Activities.............. 6:30 p.m.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LcMms)
1042 May St. » Goehner ¢ 816-308-7859
Pastor James Dahlke
Sunday WOrShip ..........ccccvverveevenriiinncinns 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class Following Worship

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church
201 S. 11th » Seward » 402-641-3494
Pastor Timothy Daywitt
Sunday Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship (Deaf Signing) ............ 7:00 p.m.

Living Word Lutheran Church (.cMo)
1300 West Hillcrest » Seward * 402-643-6445
wwwlivingwordsenEellowing Worship

Pastor Scott Krohn
Saturday Worship (1st & 3rd Sat.)........... 5:30 p.m.
Relaxed Worship
Sunday WOLSHID ......covovmevrerneerrirecirirnnee. 9:00 a.m.
Traditional; Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Bible Study .....ooevvvveerrinrriinsiiirnnn, 11:00 a.m.
Words on Wednesday (WOW)....oooccveecrrvvneen 6:30 p.m.

Varied activities by age, from youth to adults

Some churches have resumed
services with restrictions.

Please check with the church
before attending any services.

Mighty Fortress

Lutheran Church (aALc)
Partner in ministry with the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

252 N. 6th St.» Seward * 402-953-FORT (3678)
www.mightyfortress.us ® Like us on Facebook
Sunday WOrship ........cccoevvneverneeenecennennne. 11:00 a.m

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church wcms)
3.5 miles west of Staplehurst » 402-535-2625
Pastor Shawn Kitzing
Worship (church in the country).................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School (school in Staplehurst)...... 10:30 a.m.
Bible Class (school in Staplehurst) ........... 10:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
401 Dimery * Beaver Crossing ® 402-532-2545
Msgr. Mark Huber
Saturday WOrship ........oeccevervrnereornrrinenns 5:00 p.m.
Mon., Tue., Thurs., Fri. Mass................... 8:00 a.m.
Confessions 30 minutes before every Mass

Seward United Methodist Church
1400 N. 5th St. s Seward  402-643-4156
Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty, Lead Pastor
Rev. JoEllen Axthelm, Associate Pastor
Sunday Traditional Worship

(in person and ONline) ..........ccooeeevvvvveennee 8:00 a.m.
Sunday Small Groups .........ceeevveerenererrnnne. 9:15 am.
Sunday Praise Worship

(in person and ONliNe) ............cooveeevverees 10:30 a.m.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
6th & Hillcrest ® Seward ¢ 402-643-3829
Rev. Pam Williams

Sunday WOIShIp ..........cveeevvvvereeriinennns 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School .......ocvvvevineciinerirnniinnn. 10:30 a.m.
Clergy office hrs.......cevvveerecriinecreenns Wed. by appt.

St. John Lutheran Church w.cms)
919 N. Columbia  Seward » 402-643-2983

www.stjohnseward.org
Pastor Scott Bruick ¢ Pastor Andy Schermbeck
Pastor David Rempfer
Saturday WOrship .........coeceveverereneeenncennens 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship. ..........cccceeeeenns 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour ..........cocc.ovevenne. 10:00 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Lcms)
200 Paris St.* Cordova * 402-576-3211
Pastor Brian Tuma
Sunday WOIShIp. ......cvcvvvevereerneriirnrrirenns 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study ......... 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
110 3rd §t. » Utica » 402-532-2545
Msgr. Mark Huber
Sunday Mass .......c.ovcevreveenerrrneernecrinenns 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mass..........ccvevvenereeneerioneennns 7:00 a.m.
Confessions 30 minutes before every Mass

St. Paul Lutheran Church
1100 “D’ St. » Utica » 402-534-2200

Pastor Jon Dunbar
Pastor of Visitation: Pastor Richard Gudgel
Sunday WOrShip .......c..oeeeevevverncernecrirenns 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study .....10:15 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
152 Pinewood Ave. » Seward * 402-643-3421
www.stvincentseward.org | See our FB page

Msgr. Robert Tucker
Saturday Evening Mass..........cooc.covvrvernnns 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass. ........ooeeevvvvermnnnrninns 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Confessions 30 minutes before each Mass

The Rock Lcms)

237 8. 3rd * Seward * 402-643-6624
therockseward.org * info@therockseward.org
Pastor Michael Meyer
Sunday WOIShip .......cc.cevrvverrernerierrrinnn. 10:00 a.m.

Zion Lutheran Church (.cms)
370 Fourth Street * Garland * 402-588-2229
Zionlems@revddobb.com
Pastor David Dobbertien
Sunday WOrship ..........cccovecvvvvnrrviinecinns 9:00 a.m.
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HERE FOR YOU
HERE FOR LIFE

Test NE Schedule

Thursday, December 24; 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, December 29; 9-11a.m.
Thursday, December 31; 9-11 a.m.

SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 23, 2020

Memorial

Health Care Systems
Seward | Utica | Milford

Natasha Andersen, Physician
Assistant, joins MHCS

Memorial Health Care Systems welcomes Natasha
Andersen, PA-C, who will be joining the team of medical
providers at Seward Family Medical Center.

On Dec. 2, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released
information on new research offering a better understanding of when
transmission of COVID-19 is most likely to occur.

Natasha is a graduate of Seward High School. She
attended the University of Nebraska at Omaha for her
undergraduate studies and graduated with her Master of
Physician Assistant Studies degree from Union College
in Lincoln. Natasha has spent the last three years living
in Seward and commuting to Lincoln to practice at St.
Elizabeth Emergency Department. Natasha stated, “l am
looking forward to providing care at the Seward Family
Medical Center and Memorial Hospital Emergency
Department.” Natasha will begin accepting patients in
mid-December.

An individual who had been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive case can
get tested on day 5 or after. If no symptoms have developed, and if a negative
result is received the individual can discontinue quarantine after day 7 since
last close contact with a COVID positive individual. CDC requires daily self-
monitoring for development of COVID-19 symptoms and masking until after
day 14 since last close contact exposure with a COVID-19 positive individual.

It is important that the test specimen is collected no earlier than day 5 to

When asked why she chose to work at Memorial provide a more accurate representation of infection.

Health Care Systems, Natasha said, “Growing up | always had an interest in returning to
Seward and giving back to the Seward community. | am looking forward to building strong
partnerships with patients to work on health and well-being for all ages.”

Based on this new evidence from CDC, the change in policy was made for this
to be an available option to discontinue quarantine.

Friday, January 8; 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, January 12; 9-11 a.m.
Friday, January 15; 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, January 19; 9-11a.m.
Friday, January 22; 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, January 26; 9-11 a.m.
Friday, January 29; 9-11 a.m.

When she’s not working, Natasha enjoys family time, cheering on Husker sports, and
running. Natasha has completed 5 full marathons and more half-marathons than she can
even recollect. Natasha lives in Seward with her husband Tanner, son Talen, and two dogs.

Natasha’s Special Areas of Interest include:
* Preventative Medicine

* Family Medicine

» Emergency Medicine

Treatment for

b -
f Memorial 8

Health Care Systems

COVID-19 Patients

As the pandemic continues, Memorial
Health Care Systems and health care
organizations across the nation have
begun administering monoclonal antibody
treatment for COVID-19. “So far, this has
been a very promising treatment for patients
early in their diagnoses. This represents an
exciting new tool your physician has in the
war against the Coronavirus,” said Robert
Wergin, MD at Memorial Health Care
Systems.

This medication provides outpatient
treatment for specific high-risk COVID-19
positive patients. The procedure involves
a one-time intravenous infusion and is not
authorized for patients who are already
hospitalized or who require additional
oxygen therapy due to COVID-19.

Roger Reamer, Chief Executive Officer of
Memorial Health Care Systems said, “For
the first time since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, these monoclonal
antibody treatment options give our staff
the ability to treat COVID-19 positive
patients who have not yet progressed to the
point where they need emergency care or
inpatient hospitalization. This is extremely
promising and gives hope to all of us to
have an option to help treat COVID-19.”

Patients must meet certain criteria (set

by the FDA through the emergency use
authorization) to be eligible to receive the
drug. This includes a positive test for
COVID-19 with symptom onset within
the last 10 days AND a high risk for
progressing to severe COVID-19 and/or
hospitalization.

High risk is defined as patients who
meet at least one of the following
criteria:
» Have a body mass index (BMI) 235
* Have chronic kidney disease
* Have diabetes
* Have immunosuppressive disease
* Are currently receiving
immunosuppressive treatment
* Are 265 years of age
* Are 255 years of age AND have one or
more of the following:
— cardiovascular disease,
— hypertension,
— chronic obstructive pulmonary disease/
other chronic respiratory disease.
* Are 12-17 years of age AND have one or
more of the following:
— BMI =85th percentile for their age and
gender-based on CDC growth charts,
https://www.cdc.gov/growthcharts/
clinical_charts.htm,
— sickle cell disease,
— congenital or acquired heart disease,

— neurodevelopmental disorders, for
example, cerebral palsy,

— a medical-related technological
dependence, for example, tracheostomy,
gastrostomy, or positive pressure
ventilation (not related to COVID-19),

— asthma, reactive airway, or other
chronic respiratory disease that requires
daily medication for control.

The number of doses allocated to Memorial
Health Care Systems has been and
continues to be limited. Other hospitals
across Nebraska are also utilizing a

limited supply of this treatment option with
promising results. In addition to limited
supplies, the COVID-19 positive patient’s
primary care provider will make the final
determination and referral for the drug.

The medication itself is being provided

to Memorial Health Care Systems and
organizations across the nation at no
charge through Operation Warp Speed.
Patients are not charged for the medication
itself.

Memorial Health Care Systems had an
opportunity to utilize the medication in
treating residents from a long-term care
facility in Seward. “Many individuals across
MHCS leadership were instrumental in
quickly organizing a protocol and workflow

to administer the new treatment efficiently
and to those truly at risk for hospitalization
due to COVID-19, Dr. Wergin said. He
continued, “Because of MHCS’ quick and
efficient response, no patients that received
the new treatment required hospitalization
due to COVID-19. The pandemic has
certainly challenged all of us to be creative
and flexible in how we partner with senior
living, long-term care and to continue

to provide care to all our friends and
neighbors. It was our privilege to be able to
help them in this way,” Dr. Wergin added.

Patients that have tested positive for
COVID-19 and have further questions
regarding eligibility for the medication
can call the Seward Family Medical
Center at 402-643-4800 Monday—Friday
from 8 a.m.—4 p.m.

“We are seeing great progress in the
prevention and treatment of COVID-19.
While we have outpatient and inpatient
therapies available and a vaccine being
distributed to the phase 1a groups, our fight
against this pandemic is not over. We will
continue to ask our community members
to follow social distancing guidelines, wear
masks, wash hands frequently, and avoid
crowds,” urges Mallory Gibreal, Director of
Community Relations.

Specialty Calendar January 2021

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
4  Orthopedics 5  Gynecology 6 General Surgery 7 Cardiology — Dr.Steuter 8 Behavioral Health
Dr.Tewes Dr. Heidrick Dr. Fallick General Surgery Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Ryan Baumert, PA-C,ATC Pain Clinic Urology Dr.Windle Bariatric Medicine
Podiatry Dr. Daniel Wik Dr. Henslee * Casey Bock, PA-C Kelly Fields, APRN-NP Dr. Fermelia
Dr. Hahne Stefanie Leyden, APRN-NP Vascular
Dr.Robert Pitsch
Il Orthopedics 12 Ear,Nose & Throat 13 Cardiology 14 General Surgery |5 Behavioral Health
Dr.Tewes Dr. Mueller Pioneer Heart Institute Dr.Windle Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Ryan Baumert, PA'C,ATC Gynecology Orthoped|cs Ke”)’ FleIdS,APRN'NP
Dr. Heidrick Dr. Gove * John Ayers, PA-C
I8 Orthopedics 19 Gynecology 20 General Surgery 2] Cardiology — Dr.Johnson 22 Behavioral Health
Dr.Tewes Dr. Heidrick Dr. Fallick General Surgery Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Ryan Baumert, PA-C,ATC Pain Clinic Urology Dr.Windle Bariatric Medicine
Podiatry Dr. Daniel Wik Dr. Henslee « Casey Bock, PA-C Kelly Fields, APRN-NP Dr. Fermelia
Dr. Hahne Stefanie Leyden, APRN-NP Vascular
Dr. Robert Pitsch
25 Orthopedics 26 Gynecology 27 Cardiology 28 Cardiology — Dr. Steuter 29 Behavioral Health
Dr.Tewes Dr. Heidrick Pioneer Heart Institute General Surgery Trish Lenz, APRN-NP
Ryan Baumert, PA-C,ATC Pain Clinic Orthopedics Dr.Windle
Dr. Staub Dr. Gove * John Ayers, PA Kelly Fields, APRN-NP
Podiatry
Dr. Hahne

300 North Columbia Ave. Seward, NE 68434

Seward Memorial Hospital

402-643-2971

www.mhcs.us

Memorial Physical Therapy

300 North Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434

402-646-4611

Seward Milford
250 North Columbia Ave. 119 South C St.
Seward, NE 68434 Milford, NE 68405
402-643-4800 402-761-3307

Family Medical Centers

Utica
100 4th St.
Utica, NE 68456

402-534-2081
-

Seward Family Pharmacy

250 North Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
402-646-4607
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Pance, DANCE, DANCE!
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STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

The Milford High School dance team entertains the (limited) crowd during a Dec. 11 home basketball game.

A game-changer for the home orchard

by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension
educator

Cherries have
been a favored fruit
for centuries, eat-
en by people since
before recorded
history.

Sweet cherries,
Prunus avium, are
native throughout
most of Europe, west-
ern Asia and parts
of northern Africa.
Naturally, they have
been used extensive-
ly in holiday cooking
through the years.

But tart cherries,
Prunus cerasus, are
the most common
and well-adapted cherry
grown in Nebraska. Of
the tart cherries, Mont-
morency is the long-
time Midwest standard.
Montmorency cherry
grows into a medium

sized tree, 15 to 18 feet in

height and width. It has
been in cultivation for
more than 400 years.
Other varieties of
tart cherry that grow
well in Nebraska
include Meteor and
Balaton. There is also a
naturally dwarf variety
North Star available,
which is extremely

hardy and thrives in the

harsh Midwest environ-
ment. But a new group
of cherries, called bush
cherries, offer great
fruit, even better winter
hardiness and much
easier picking due to
their short statue.
History of shrub
cherries
Development of
bush cherries began in
Canada in the 1940s and
resulted in a variety
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COURTESY PHOTO
Carmine Jewel reaches a height of six feet, with a similar
width. Fruityields increase as plants mature, starting at 15+
pounds per plant in the fourth year and 20-30+ pounds in

the fifth year.

marketed as the Mongo-
lian cherry. During the
1980s, breeders at the
University of Saskatch-
ewan made crosses
between the Mongolian
cherry and the natu-
rally dwarf tree form
North Star.

The result of these
crosses were a group of
shrub-form tart cher-
ries that are very hardy,
with the high fruit
quality characteristics
of North Star and in-
creased sugar content.
The Romance cherry se-
ries includes the follow-
ing cultivars — Carmine
Jewel, Crimson Passion,
Cupid, Juliet, Romeo
and Valentine.

Their breeding histo-
ry makes bush cherries
a lesser-known form of
tart cherries. They are
extremely hardy (Zone
2), suffer from relatively
few insect and disease
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problems and actually
have a higher sugar
content than tree-types
of tart cherries.

Fruit characteristics

Carmine Jewel reach-

es a height of six feet,
with a similar width.
Fruit yields increase as
plants mature, starting
at 15+ pounds per plant
in the fourth year and
20-30+ pounds in the
fifth year.

Crimson Passion
blooms a few days be-
fore Carmine Jewel and
has low fruit production
compared to Carmine
Jewel. Height 10 feet,
width seven feet.

Juliet is slightly
sweeter flavor, mod-
erate fruit production
compared to Carmine
Jewel. Height five to
eight feet.

Romeo is slightly
sweeter flavor, mod-
erate fruit production

compared to Carmine
Jewel. Height six to
eight feet.

All four cultivars are
self-pollinating, mean-
ing the flowers from one
bush will pollinate each
other, so technically a
second pollinating plant
is not needed. However,
a second pollinating
type of bush cherry can
increase fruit set. Each
plant should be spaced
six feet apart in a row.

Unfortunately, Cupid
and Valentine are not
available to home gar-
deners.

Fruit production

Bush forms of cher-
ries begin producing
fruit sooner than the
tree forms. Fruit pro-
duction begins at the
third year, although
there will only be a few
fruits that year. Full
production is achieved
during the fifth year, if
the plants have expe-
rienced good growing
conditions. Carmine
Jewel is the best produc-
er with 20 to 30 pounds
of fruit per plant once
plants are well-estab-
lished. Depending on
the variety, harvest can
be as early as late July
or as late as September.

But don’t get too
rosy a picture of bush
cherries. Yes, they offer
a high level of winter
hardiness and easy
harvesting, but they
are still susceptible to
all the common cher-
ry insect and disease
problems.

Good site selection,
regular care (water,
mulch, pruning) and
pest control will be re-
quired to produce high
quality fruits.

Cold weather? Try
to avoid having foot
traffic on frozen turf

by Nicole Stoner
Gage County Extension educator

AsIwalk around
my yard with my dog,
through the snow, I
wonder about the im-
pacts it has on my turf
for the spring. Walking
on frozen turf can have
detrimental effects.

Damage from walk-
ing on frozen turf

During the spring
and summer, we can
walk on our lawns
and turf fields with no
damage. During the
growing season, turf
plants can recover
from traffic through
active regrowth. How-
ever, during the winter
the turf is dormant
and cannot recover
from the damage until
the spring.

So, when we con-
stantly walk in the
same pattern, when
we get the mail or
take our dogs outside,
the damage is recur-
ring each time. This
could be minor to our
lawns that they can
easily overcome in the
spring, but in some
cases, it would kill the
turf plants in those
commonly walked-on
areas requiring over-
seeding in the spring.

If you walk on fro-
zen turf, you may no-
tice footprints through
the lawn when the
lawn starts to green
back up in the spring.
This can even occur
on cold mornings
when there is frost
on the turf. The lawn
will show where you
walked that morning
when the frost fades
and the rest of the
lawn looks green and
healthy.

Traffic on frozen
or partially frozen
soils can also increase
compaction to the soil.
Wet, or frozen, soils
will compact together
if it is walked on or if
traffic drives over it.

The moisture in the
soil moves through
soil pores, so if traffic
moves over wet soils, it
will smash out any air
pockets that remained
in the soil, making it
more compact. This
will also take a while
to alleviate through
time, aeration and add-
ing organic matter.

The best way to
avoid the damage to
frozen turfis to avoid
traffic. This includes
walking on it, driving
vehicles on it and play-
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ing outside on the turf.
If you can walk in dif-
ferent paths each time
you go outside, that
would be better than
walking in the same
location each time you
go to get the mail or
take the dog outside.

If you can’t avoid
traffic on the frozen
turf, you will likely
have to reseed in the
spring to get those
areas to green back up.
Mid to late Aprilisa
great time to overseed
the lawn in the spring.
Be sure to keep it well
watered and don’t use
a crabgrass preventer
next spring if you do
need to overseed.

Deicers

Also, be careful
when using deicers
around your turf and
landscape. Deicers
can negatively affect
plants, soil, concrete
and carpet. Select
deicers wisely and
use them according to
direction.

Deicers applied to
surfaces may run off
and enter soil or be
splashed onto near-
by vegetation. These
deicer salts reduce the
availability of water
to plants, which can
increase water stress
during spring and
summer. This effect is
referred to as chemi-
cal drought. Deicing
products splashed onto
foliage may burn and
kill plants growing
adjacent to roadways.

You can choose
products that are less
harmful to plants and
cause less leaf burn
in the spring. Choose
products like beet
juice, calcium chloride
or calcium magnesium
acetate which are less
harmful to plants than
sodium chloride.

However, these
safer products are
more expensive and
more difficult to find,
so applying a light
layer of deicing salts
in combination with
gravel would be a good
alternative to protect
our plants.

Also, try to avoid pil-
ing the snow up in the
same location on the
edge of your lawn each
time it snows so the
deicers aren’t always
placed in the same spot
on your landscape.
Remember, deicers are
not used to completely
melt snow or ice, but
to make their removal
easier.

safe!
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