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The legacy Igor leaves behind

by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

It always irritated Mike
Vance that the four-legged
coworker he got from Belgium
wasn't as young as he was
promised. Vance was told the
Belgian malinois was 2 years old
when selecting a new K-9 for the
Seward County Sheriff's Office.
A month-and-a-half later, Vance
discovered the dog - Igor as he'd
been named — was actually over
4.

“But by that time I'd already
had a bond and certification
with him,” Vance said. “So I kept
him.”

They stayed together for more
than 8 years on the job. Over
that time Igor helped seize $8.4
million in illegal drug currency,
over 30 pounds of heroin, over
45 pounds of cocaine, more than
32 pounds of methamphetamine
and over 1,400 pounds of mar-
ijuana. Igor also accompanied
Vance to schools where he'd wel-
come affection. Igor was forced
into retirement Nov. 5 because
of a degenerative nerve disease
in his back legs. A full month,
to the day later, Igor suffered a
stroke while playing in the back-
yard. Having already lived 12
full years, Igor was laid to rest.

“He was just a very good
police dog,” Vance said. “He was

reliable and I've had several
calls from other agencies — Lan-
caster County deputies called
me. They used him several
times.”

Igor was the fourth K-9 Vance
worked with and, by Vance's
own account, one of the best-
trained. Igor was trained in both
narcotics and tracking with
handler protection. Perhaps
Igor's older age, having already
been trained in Belgium and I1li-
nois, played a role. He was also
the first Belgian malinois Vance
worked with. All the others were
German shepherds.

Vance trusted Igor around
children, including his own
grandchildren. One of his
grandchildren was raised with
Igor. Vance could never trust his
previous K-9 like that. Igor loved
the social attention.

When it came time to work,
though, Igor was always ready.

“Throughout the course of
many years, I relied on Igor nu-
merous times to come out and do
his thing to end up catching the
bad guys,” Deputy David Frye
said. “Igor was always on point.
He had an amazing nose.”

Frye remembered countless
stops when Igor was called to the
scene. One of those came in Sep-
tember when, as Frye described
it, a driver was traveling across
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Seward County Sheriff Mike Vance poses with a proud Igor next to a stack of contraband seized during a stop along
Interstate 80.

Interstate 80 under highly sus-
picious circumstances. Search
consent was denied. Igor and
Vance were called to the scene.
Of course, Igor discovered the
contraband concealed in the
back of the truck.

“Igor helped me on some
pretty tremendous cases,” Frye
said. “Thinking out loud, I know
numerous drug loads where
we relied on Igor to get us that
probable cause to get into the
vehicle.”

Vance said he could easily
call out to Igor, to the point
where he could stop halfway in
pursuit. He said there was only
one serious bite in over 8 years
on duty. They sharpened their
skills with training even on
their days off.

“He was one of the best dogs
out of the four I've worked with,”
Vance said.

Igor's degenerative nerve
disease was discovered after he
struggled to jump into Vance's
vehicle on the way to a scene.
Vance knew something was
wrong when Igor went to scratch
the point of investigation on
a vehicle and his leg came out
from under him. There wasn't
any pain involved, Igor was just
slowly losing feeling in his back
legs.

see IGOR, page 2
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Downward trends
and vaccine plans

by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

Local health offi-
cials are encouraged
by Seward County's
decline in coronavirus
case numbers and hos-
pitalizations. However,
optimism was accom-
panied by wariness for
a quick, sharp rebound
they've grown familiar
with dealing with the
coronavirus.

In a Dec. 10 briefing
of the Seward County
sector, Four Corners
Health Department Ex-
ecutive Director Laura
McDougall said case
rates have begun trend-
ed down. At the peak
spread of coronavirus,
the district averaged
400 new cases per week.
In the week of Dec. 3-9,
she said there were 262
cases.

“It's still a large
number of cases and we
still have our work cut
out, but it's taking the
pressure off of some of
us,” she said.

Seward County
accounted for 77 new
cases from Dec. 3-9.

That encouraging
sign was met with the
sobering reality of mak-
ing up ground. Four
Corners issued a press
release on Dec. 10 eve-
ning to report 12 new
COVID-related deaths
in the district from
mid-November through
the week ending Dec.

5. Six of those deaths
were Seward County
residents. Those deaths
were previously unac-
counted for because of
the sheer number of
cases and hospitaliza-
tions in that timeframe.

Two new vaccines
on the way and an
infusion treatment
have given hospitals a
glimmer of hope. The
vaccine produced by
Pfeizer was approved
by the Federal Drug
Administration on
Dec. 10 and the vaccine
produced by Moderna
is scheduled for FDA
approval on Dec. 17.

The Nebraska
Department of Health
and Human Services
submits a plan, which
includes distribution.
According to Memorial
Health Care Systems
CEO Roger Reamer, the
original plan was to
distribute the vaccine
to healthcare work-
ers in Nebraska who
wanted it by the end of
December if there were
no problems. Problems,
however, arose. So in-
stead, that vaccine will
be delayed for rural
areas. That's where
the Moderna vaccine,
which is scheduled to
be distributed the week
of Christmas, would be
available.
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They are two-shot
vaccines with 28 days
between the first and
second shots.

Reamer said Memo-
rial Hospital has start-
ed infusion treatments
on high risk patients
meant to keep those
patients away from
emergency room visits
that could develop into
in-patient care.

Memorial Health
Care Systems has
also worked with Test
Nebraska to increase
the number of tests
conducted and days the
tests can be adminis-
tered. Capacity of tests
have been increased
from 100 to 120 and
testing increased to two
days per week. Those
seeking tests can now
also get tested every
Tuesday, in addition
to every Friday at the
testing site in the west
parking lot of Me-
morial Hospital, 9-11
a.m. Reamer also said
curbside facilities in
Utica and Milford were
scheduled for comple-
tion on Dec. 14.

Various government
sectors also issued
their reports. Seward
County Commission-
er John Culver said
they have placed signs
recommending face
coverings. Culver said
the justice center has
long issued its own
stipulations through its
various offices.

Jim Swanson of
Utica said the city has
not issued an ordi-
nance requiring face
coverings, like Seward,
because Utica simply
doesn't have the law
enforcement resourc-
es. He said they don't
want an ordinance on
the books they can't
enforce. The city clerk's
office remains open
with a face shield at the
desk and social distanc-
ing. The city encourag-
es face coverings when
social distancing can't
be achieved.

Seward City Admin-
istrator Greg Butcher
said, upon visiting with
Sgt. Mike Hammond
with the Seward Police
Department, no formal
complaints were made
by Dec. 10 since the
city's ordinance requir-
ing face coverings went
into effect on Dec. 5. He
also reiterated the ordi-
nance on the books does
not discuss gatherings
and that it only per-
tains to face coverings
in public indoor areas.
Butcher also said the
library has remained
closed to walk-in traffic
for various reasons but
its drive-thru window
is open.

see FOUR
CORNERS, page 2
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The Seward County Ag Society commissioned a permanent display for its 20-panel Ag
Society historical display created to commemorate the 150th annual Seward County Fair
in 2021. Terry Miller of Seward, left, created and built to size the display. He is pictured
installing the display with Seward Ag Society Representative Doug Brand of Seward.

Fair panels on display

The Seward County stalled by Terry Miller,
Ag Society finished its owner of Precision Tool
150th anniversary year  and Machine of Seward.
with the gift of a per- He was commissioned
manent display of the by the Seward County
Seward County Agri- Ag Society to create a
culture Society’s 150th permanent, yet flexible

display for the 20 panels
featuring the 150-year
history of the Seward
County Fair.

The project was coor-

Anniversary Historical
Panels, now located at
the Seward County Ag
Pavilion on the Seward
County Fairgrounds.

The creative display is dinated by Doug Brand,

in two sections and is representative for the

somewhat portable. Seward County Ag So-
The steel display was ciety, and he also super-

designed, created and in- vised and directed the
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from page 1

council meeting.

tendent

Seward is due to revisit its
face-covering ordinance at its Jan. 5

Milford Public Schools Superin-

Kevin Wingard and Seward Pub-
lic School Superintendent Dr. Josh
Fields both thanked Four Corners
and MHCS for helping educate stu-
dents and parents on new directed
health measures. Wingard raised

Four Corners update

concerns about current DHMs,

where if the state dropped back into
the orange range, that no longer lim-

ited attendance on indoor sporting

events. McDougall said the district
has shared similar concerns. She

also said if the state announces un-

der 800 COVID-only hospitalizations
throughout the state on a seven-day
rolling average, the state could see
new directed health measures that
still limit attendance but with relax-
ing limitations.

Agricultural pro-
ducers can now make
elections and enroll in
the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage pro-
grams for the 2021 crop
year. The signup period
is open through March
15, 2021, and producers
are encouraged to be-
gin working with their

COURTESY PHOTO

USDA county Farm
Service Agency office
creation of the display. gl?cxjséégscomplete the
A full length feature Thesé key U.S.
of Doug Brand apd Dr. Department of Agricul-
Ron Wallman, discuss- ture safety-net pro-
%ng e(‘;wh It)ﬁnesl can ge grams help producers
ound on the sewar weather fluctuations in
Fourth of July Facebook either revenue or price
page. :
The display is avail- for certain crops. ARC/

able and open to the
public when the Seward
County Ag Pavillion is
open. To schedule a visit
to see the new display,

PLC payments for the
2019 production season
were distributed in
October, and payments
for the 2020 production
season will go out in

contact Doug Brand at fall 2021

doug.brand73@gmail. “Safet.y_net pro-

com. grams like ARC and
PLC are designed

to help producers
mitigate some of the

Igor remembered

from page 1

Igor wasn't happy with retired life.
When Vance took the new K-9, Eros,
out of his kennel and into the cruiser,
Igor barked. He wanted to go back to
work.

“I'm sure it was hard on him to all
of a sudden stay home,” Vance said.

Veterinarians told Vance exercise
helped keep the disease manageable.
So Igor regularly played in the back-
yard. Then, on Dec. 5, Vance's grand-
son came running into the house say-
ing Igor wouldn't get up. Drooling and

moaning, Igor struggled to his feet. sage said.

Stay safe and healthy!

Once upright, his body was crooked.
The vet told Vance it was a stroke and
Igor's time had come.

News of Igor's death spread
throughout the department and in
neighboring law enforcement circles.
The determined K-9 Vance once felt
duped about left a legacy and memo-
ries behind.

One Lincoln Police Department
officer caught wind of Igor's pass-
ing. They sent Vance a text on Dec. 9
morning, offering condolences and a
summary of the past eight years.

“He was a legend, Mike,” the mes-

financial stressors
associated with crop
production. I encour-
age farmers to evaluate
their program elec-
tions and enroll for the
2021 crop year,” said
Nebraska FSA State
Executive Director
Nancy Johner.
Producers can
learn more about the
ARC and PLC options
during a University
of Nebraska-Lincoln
Farm and Ranch Man-
agement Series webi-
nar scheduled for noon
on Thursday, Dec. 17.
Nebraska FSA Produc-
tion and Compliance
Programs Chief Cathy
Anderson will pres-
ent on ARC and PLC
options for the 2021

production season,
while Brad Lubben
from the UNL Depart-
ment of Agricultural
Economics will discuss
the economics of the
programs and provide
an Ag Policy Update.
Those interested can
register at go.unl.edu/
oudm.

ARC provides
income support pay-
ments on historical
base acres when actual
crop revenue declines
below a specified guar-
anteed level. PL.C pro-
vides income support
payments on historical
base acres when the
effective price for a cov-
ered commodity falls
below its reference
price.

Covered commod-
ities include barley,
canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, cram-
be, flaxseed, grain sor-
ghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry
peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium
and short grain rice,
safflower seed, seed
cotton, sesame, soy-
beans, sunflower seed
and wheat.

2021 elections
and enrollment

Producers can
elect coverage and
enroll in crop-by-crop
ARC-County or PLC,
or ARC-Individual for
the entire farm, for the
2021 crop year. Al-
though election chang-
es for 2021 are optional,
enrollment (signed
contract) is required
for each year of the
program. If a produc-
er has a multi-year
contract on the farm
and makes an election
change for 2021, it will
be necessary to sign a
new contract.

USDA releases information
on safety-net programs

If an election is not
submitted by the dead-
line of March 15, 2021,
the election defaults to
the current election for
crops on the farm from
the prior crop year.

All program partic-
ipants are encouraged
to review their previ-
ous program elections,
Johner said.

For crop years 2022
and 2023, producers
will have an oppor-
tunity to make new
elections during those
signups. Farm owners
cannot enroll in either
program unless they
have a share interest in
the farm.

Web-based
decision tools

In partnership with
USDA, the University
of Illinois and Tex-
as A&M University
offer web-based de-
cision tools to assist
producers in making
informed, educated
decisions using crop
data specific to their
respective farming op-
erations. Tools include:

 Gardner-farmdoc
Payment Calcula-
tor—the University of
I1linois tool that offers
farmers the ability to
run payment estimate
modeling for their
farms and counties for
ARC-County and PLC.

« ARC and PL.C
Decision Tool—the
Texas A&M tool allows
producers to analyze
payment yield updates
and expected payments
for 2021. Producers
who have used the tool
in the past should see
their username and
much of their farm
data already available
in the system.

HAVE YOU

NESTq:

EDUCATION SAVINGS
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ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

OnePress (formerly Nebraska Press Advertising
Service), acompany specializing in print and digital
sales with expertise in media planning, buying
and research, has an immediate opportunity for
an account executive.

This is a high profile key accounts position for
individuals driven by a dual passion for sales and
providing successful advertising solutions for
clients.

Primary job responsibilities include managing
current account base, prospecting for new clients,
collaborating with media and marketing teams
to develop effective advertising solutions and
assisting newspapers to secure new revenues.
Top applicants will have working knowledge/
experience in advertising and/or media sales
and an understanding of the newspaper/print
industry.

This position will be located in Lincoln, Nebraska.
TO APPLY:

Email resume to Violet Spader, vs@nebpress.com

Nebraska Press Association & OnePress
845 S Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 ¢ nebpress.com
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Moisture needed before spring

by Jenny Rees

Seward/York counties Extension educator

The sun glistening on the snow holds such
beauty after a warm, dry beginning to December.
Moisture is very much needed.

For curiosity's sake, I looked at the
Drought Monitor for this past week
and compared it to the same week in
previous years. The pics are shared
at jenreesources.com, and it’s quite
interesting comparing and thinking
back through the years. Hopefully we
can receive more precipitation prior

to planting season.

If you missed it, the Farmers and
Ranchers College program featuring
Dr. David Kohl and Eric Snodgrass
can be found for 30 days at www.

Jenny
Rees
Extension
educator

youtube.com/watch?v=9cFKs13i_AK. I appreci-
ate how Eric shares global weather and climate
information in an easy to understand way. He
also shared an interesting story of how El Nino is
related to the Christmas season, so you’ll have to
watch the recording to learn that.

Some stats he shared for Nebraska: June was
the 18th driest on record followed by the
wettest July on record. That was followed
by the driest August on record with
September as the 18th driest on

record (would have been
driest but thankfully we

received precipitation af-

ter Labor Day weekend).

He looked at weather data
from 1901-2020 for Nebraska
and the U.S. which showed a
trend of 2.5 inches of precipi-
tation gain from April-October
(with higher gains as one goes
east in the U.S.). He also looked
at the past 40 years, which showed
heavy rainfall events (more than 2
inches per event) has tripled.
There was an effort my colleagues
began a few years ago called “Weather
Ready Farms” at https://weather-ready.

unl.edu/. It was designed to improve or in-
crease resilience towards the impacts of extreme
weather on Nebraska’s farms. A number of things
go into that with some examples at the website.

A few examples of things farmers have done
since the 2012 drought and the 2019 floods include
keeping the ground covered with residue and

cover crops to help reduce evapotranspiration,
increase water infiltration and reduce wind/wa-
ter erosion as we experience these more extreme
events.

BeefWatch Webinar Series is designed to
highlight management strategies in grazing, nu-
trition, reproduction and economics to increase
cow/calf and stocker production efficiency and
profitability. More information and registration
for the BeefWatch Webinar Series can be found
at: https://beef.unl.edu/beefwatch-webinar-se-
ries. Dates are Jan. 5, 12, 19 and 26 with each
webinar beginning at 8 p.m.

The focus for January’s webinar series is “Pre-
paring and Managing for the Calving Season.”

Jan. 5: Preventing calf scours (Is there a way to
reduce the likelihood of calf scours without add-
ing additional vaccines or other cash expenses to
your current program?)

Jan. 12: Calving tool box and record keeping
(favorite tools and tricks for smoother season)

Jan. 19: Calving complications and when to
call the vet

Jan. 26: Cow nutrition needs at calving
and in early lactation

Poinsettias: Kelly Feehan shares
the following, “It’s Poinsettia time.
Hard to believe these bright, color-
ful plants originated from a weed.
And amazing what plant breed-
ing and good marketing can do.
To enjoy your Poinsettia as
long as possible, place them
in an area with bright sun
for at least half the day. If
possible, provide a night
temperatures in the 50s
or 60s. This is often
the most challenging
condition to meet in the
home, but keep plants as
cool as possible at night.
“If plants are near a window,
don’t let the leaves touch cold window
panes and keep Poinsettias away from
warm or cold drafts. Poinsettias need to be
well-watered. Because they are in a lightweight
soil-less mix, they will dry out quickly. Allow the
soil to dry slightly between watering; then water
thoroughly until water runs out of drainage
holes. Be sure to punch holes in decorative foil
wraps to prevent soggy soil conditions or at least
pour excess water out of the foil after each water-
ing.”

Gifts for gardeners — tools
to help their garden grow

by Sarah Browning
Lancaster County Extension educator

Good tools make the
work in my landscape
much easier. I get the
majority of my work
done with just five
tools, so if you have a
gardener on your gift
list, consider one of
these ideas.

Hori-hori - garden

or soil knife

The tool that is
absolutely indispen-
sible to me is a Japa-
nese gardener’s knife
or hori-hori. It works
better than a trowel or
hand rake for digging,
planting and weeding.
And it’s great for divid-
ing plants and planting
bulbs.

It’s a simple tool,
basically a blade and
handle. One side of the
blade is serrated and
T use it to cut through
perennial roots when
I’'m dividing plants or
cut away the roots of a
root-bound plant. The
other side of the blade is
smooth.

Some garden knives
have a notched tip,
called a dandelion fork,
which is used to pop
dandelions out of the
ground. However, after
trying a few models
myself, I prefer a knife
without the notched tip.
Ifind it gets in the way
when I'm digging and
gets snagged on roots,
bits of mulch or other
things in the ground.

I prefer a knife with
a solid pointed tip. For
me, it’s also nice to have
a knife with a brightly
colored handle; then I'm
less likely to accidental-
ly throw it away in bag
of garden waste. (Done
that twice)!

Hand pruners

For my birthday a

few years ago, I bought
myself a high-quality
pair of bypass hand
pruners. They are a
thing of beauty with
wooden handles and
carbon steel blades. I
guess it’s official -I'm a
garden nerd. But if you
have a gardener in your
life, this would be a
great gift. Bypass prun-
ers are much preferred
by serious gardeners
because they are less
damaging to plant
stems than anvil-type
pruners, which crush
the stem as it is cut.
Long-handled loppers
Hand pruners are
best for making small
cuts, on stems around
% inch or less in width.
Loppers should be
used for medium-sized
branches % to about 1%
- 2 inches in width. (For
anything larger than
1% - 2 inches in width,
you really should be us-
ing a handsaw.) Again,
bypass loppers are pre-
ferred over anvil-types.
Loppers have a
couple great advantages
—the long arms make it
easier to reach into the
center of large plants
and they give you better
leverage for removing

larger branches. Tele-
scoping loppers have
adjustable length han-
dles, making flexible
for a variety of pruning
jobs.

My next garden pur-
chase will be ratcheting
loppers. These allow
you to perform a cut

teeth on each side,
made to cut through
tough roots, root mats,
sod, compacted soil

or rocks easier than

a traditional shovel.
It’s made of commer-
cial-grade carbon steel
with a turned-step for
secure foot placement

using several compres- and two handle styles.
sions of the handles. A D-shaped grip on a 48-
Each time the ratchet- inch shaft or a straight
ing mechanism main- handle on a long-han-
tains its grip as you dled 58-inch shaft.
reposition your hands Another great
or get a better grip. alternative, especially
Shovels to save wear and tear

on women’s arms or
wrists, is the HERshov-
el. The head of this
shovel is a standard

T use two types of
shovels in my land-
scape — a standard
round-headed shovel

and a straight-blade rounded-head, but it has
tile spade. The pointed  a shorter handle and
tip of the round-headed a large D-shaped grip,

shovel makes it easier
to dig into hard soil or
dense organic matter
(which is common in
my zoysia grass lawn),

which allows gardeners
to use both hands at
once or any grip that is
most comfortable.

I’ll admit, even for

while the straight-blad- a garden nerd like me,
ed tile spade works a shovel isn’t the best
best for me to edge my gift to find under my

landscaping beds. But Christmas tree, but a

I’'m now looking at new
shovel designs to try in
my landscape — the Root
Assassin and HERshov-
el.

The head of the Root
Assassin has saw-like

gift certificate is always
another good option
along with a cute card
for the gardener in
your life - “Digging you
during the holidays and
all year round.”
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Obituary

Celia K. Whitford
Sept. 9, 1948 — Dec. 12, 2020

Celia Kay Whitford of Milford was born Sept. 9,
1948, to Verlin K. and Doris K. (Helmberger) Peter-
son in Mitchell, South
Dakota. She attended
O’Neill High School in
O’Neill, graduating in
1966. Following high
school, Celia attended
college at West-Nebraska
Regional Hospital School
of Nursing in Scottsbluff
and received her Regis-
tered Nursing degree. On
May 23, 1970, Celia was
united in marriage to
Alan R. Whitford at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church
in Scottsbluff. In her free
time, Celia was an avidly
prolific reader. She enjoyed cooking and counted
cross stitch. More than anything, she loved being a
grandma and spending time with all of her grand-
children.

Celia passed away Dec. 12, 2020, in Lincoln, at
the age of 72 years, 3 months and 3 days. She is
survived by her husband, Alan R. Whitford, Mil-
ford; children, Erik (Kori) Whitford, Milford, and
Shane (Deena) Whitford, Milford; grandchildren,
Kari Whitford, Zoey Whitford, Layla Whitford,
Jayse Whitford, Xander Whitford, Celaren Whit-
ford, Liam Whitford and Cordelia Whitford; sister,
Debi (Steve) Dunn, Stella; brothers, Earl (Belinda)
Peterson, Beresford, South Dakota, and Michael
(Lisa) Peterson, Eagle; many nieces and nephews.
Celia was preceded in death by her parents, Verlin
Peterson and Doris Ziska.

Visitation is from 2 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, at
Volzke Funeral Home in Seward. Funeral service
is at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18, at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Milford with interment at Blue
Mound Cemetery in Milford. Memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Milford or the donor's choice. Condolenc-
es may be left for the family at www.volzkefuneral-
home.com.

Jurgensens to celebrate

50th anniversary

David and Nancy
Jurgensen of Cordova
will celebrate 50 years
of marriage this week.

They were married
Dec. 20, 1970.

To celebrate, their
family is requesting a
card shower. Cards may
be sent to the couple at
Box 136, Cordova, NE
68330.

YOURAD
TODAY!

402-643-3676

Times

Join us in welcoming

Natasha Andersen, PA-C
Natasha will begin seeing patients

at the Seward Family Medical
Center mid-December.

Areas of interest include:
¢ Preventative Medicine
* Family Medicine
* Emergency Medicine

Memorial

Health Care Systems
Seward | Utica | Milford

Here for you | Here for life

Test NE Schedule
Tuesday, December 22; 9-11 a.m.
Thursday, December 24; 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, December 29; 9-11 a.m.
Thursday, December 31; 9-11 a.m.

On Dec. 2, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released
information on new research offering a better understanding of when
transmission of COVID-19 is most likely to occur.

An individual who had been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive
case can get tested on day 5 or after. If no symptoms have developed,
and if a negative result is received the individual can discontinue
quarantine after day 7 since last close contact with a COVID positive
individual. CDC requires daily self-monitoring for development of
COVID-19 symptoms and masking until after day 14 since last close
contact exposure with a COVID-19 positive individual.

It is important that the test specimen is collected no earlier than day 5
to provide a more accurate representation of infection.

Based on this new evidence from CDC, the change in policy was made
for this to be an available option to discontinue quarantine.

L test
‘ nebraska

1
" Memorial

Health Care Systems




£ O PINION

We asked you

Last week’s poll question: Does it need to snow before it starts to
feel like the Christmas season?

Times

Yes: 15

No: 9

Now we want to know

This week's question: Do you plan to get together
with family for Christmas?

Vote online at www.milfordtimes.net and share the question on Facebook,

then check next week's edition of The Milford Times for results. PR

MY MOM

Just looked at my mom’s babies! -me, the eldest child. It's fine, | only cried a little.

Family grows, happy tears shed

but those who did wore it

Letters to the editor

by Hope Moural

Thanks for
the decorations

I just want to take a moment to
thank all the Seward Christmas
elves for decorating their houses
with Christmas lights. Together
with the lights provided by the city
in the downtown business area,
Seward’s Christmas light displays
are a pleasure for kids of all ages.
Just to mention a few: the Culps, the
Matzkes, and in the Ridge Run area,
Tom Rief’s and David Dam’s houses
and all others: thanks to you for

your many hours of work and prepa-

ration, making Seward very festive

for the Christmas holiday.

And a final thank you to the Vin-
nie Bittinger family for their display
in Centennial Park, down west of the
fairgrounds; we are very fortunate
they have chosen our town to display
their electronic Christmas lights
display! The out-of-town people
being drawn to Seward each night
to view the lights is outstanding; if
you haven’t seen them, make sure
you go!

With that, I will close. Everyone
—have a merry 2020 Christmas and

wishes for a happy, healthier new
year in 2021.
Doug Brand
Seward

Share your opinions via letters
to the editor. Please include

a phone number
so we can verify its you
and word count is 500.

FHL

2

ONN{BL SoNISTH

hope@sewardindependent.com masks. were soci ally
b

distanced and overall,

Breaking news,
readers: as of this past
weekend, I officially
have a brother!

First off, mostly be-

CAUSE MY =y

mother is
reading
this, she
did not
have a
baby. That
duty has
been passed
on to my
siblings
and me, of which she
reminds us often. (Love
you, mom!)

Anyway, if you hav-
en’'t guessed by now, my
lovely sister, Ashtyn,
got married this past
Saturday.

|

Hope
Moural
Reporter

Before shooting an an-

gry COVID email off, I
will say I holed up in my
apartment weeks before
to prepare, wore a mask
except for a few photos
and spaced out from
people when able.

There were not many
people who attended,
for obvious reasons,

\n

it turned out to be a
beautiful Christmas
wedding.

Unfortunately, only a

small number of fami-
ly members from both
sides felt comfortable
attending, and the event
wasn’t what it could
have been, but it was
wonderful and happy.

My sisters cried, my

mom cried and I cried
because I just really love

love, especially around
the holidays.

Oh, and there was
really good cake, so 1
walked away satisfied.

We took photos out-
side in 20 degree weath-
er and I am pretty sure
my nose was running in
all of them? Oh well...
hopefully that can be
edited out.

Ashtyn looked like a
winter angel in the cold
and that’s really all that
matters.

Then came the fun.

My teenage sister and
I gave a joint maid of
honor speech. Actually,
let me back up: we sang

I'M THe

That’s right, we
brought out the tacky
sunglasses, and sang
originally composed
lyrics to Frozen’s “Let It
Go,” instead naming it
“We Have A Bro.”

Our new brother-in-
law, Blake, got a kick out
of it and to be honest, I
don’t know if I can top it.
To be honest, I am hop-
ing someone recorded
it and sent it to Jimmy
Fallon.

Yes, we are available
for birthdays parties,
weddings and any other
occasion that may re-
quire a musical number.

Needless to say, com-
ing back to work Mon-
day was no easy task.

The entire weekend
flew by with little sleep
and high emotions, but
the memories made will
be there for a lifetime
and I am so, so excited to
see where life will take
the couple.

In a tough year, this
is one that will stick
out happily for sure.
Congrats to the happy
couple!

GHOST OF
CHRIGTMAS
LLOCKDOWNGS.,

e
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Real estate

Information taken
from records filed with
the Seward County clerk.

Nov. 12 -24

Scott V. Spohn and
Katherine J. Spohn to
Wayne H. Milton and
Lorraine C. Milton, an
undivided 25% interest in
the SW1/4 30-9-1. DS $783

Norcla, LLC, to
William J. White and
Sharon D. White, Tract
1: N2/3 W1/2 SW1/4 4-9-3
and Tract 2: North 40
acres E1/2 SW1/4 and
the W1/2 W1/2 SE1/4 4-9-
3.DS $1,721.25

Kelsey Ratkovec and
Cody Ratkovec and Dan-

iel L. Buss and Suzanne
Buss to John Johnson
and Katherine Johnson,
north 45 feet of Tax Lot
73, part of Lot 5, in the
Burlington and Missou-
ri River Railroad Sub-
division in the SW1/4
SW1/4 21-11-3. DS $355

Bradley D. Bowen
and Susan K. Bowen to
Joseph W. Schluckebier
and Trisha D. Schuckebi-
er, east 60 feet of Lots 7-8,
Block 67, Harris, Moffit
and Roberts Addition to
Seward. DS $103.50

Todd A. Morrill and
Diane M. Mandina-Mor-
rill to Todd A. Morrill

and Diane M. Mandi-
na-Morrill, Lot 4 and
the E1/2 of the adjacent
vacated alley, Block 6,
Mary R. Spear's Addition
to Seward. DS exempt

Ellis Holdings, LLC, to
Elaine M. Mueller, Parcel
1: Lot 2, Block 1, Mueller
First Addition, Seward.
Parcel 2: S1/2 Lot 3, Block
1, Mueller First Addition,
Seward. Parcel 3: N1/2
Lot 3, Block 1, Mueller
First Addition, Seward.
DS $416.25

Shane Zywiec and
Heidi Zywiec to Scott
Prochaska and Becky
Prochaska, Lot 1, Block

1, Country Club Heights
Third Addition to
Seward. DS $830.25
Theodore C. Payne
and Patricia A. Payne
to Theodore C. Payne
and Patricia A. Payne,
co-trustees of the T&P
Payne Family Trust,
Lot 13, Block 3, Hughes
Addition to the City of
Seward, DS exempt
Shirley J. Hernandez
to Shirley J. Hernandez,
trustee of the Shirley J.
Hernandez Trust, a tract
ofland in the NE1/4 18-9-
2. DS exempt
Jackson D. Friesen
to Jackson D. Friesen

and Tabbitha L. Friesen,
trustees of the Friesen
Family Revocable Trust,
a tract of land in the S1/2
NE1/4 10-9-3. DS exempt
Nov. 17 - 24

Jackson D. Friesen to
Jackson D. Friesen and
Tabbitha L. Friesen, a
tract of land in the S1/2
NE1/4 10-9-3. DS exempt

Vaquero Milford Part-
ners, LP to Andrew Ross
Real Estate, Lot 1, Jantze
Addition to Milford. DS
$2,569.50

Connie J. Rood and
Dale Rood to Norman
D. Porter, a tract of land
in Lots 10-11, Block 1,

Seward. DS exempt

Building Seward,
LLC, to Underwood
Construction Co, LLC,
Lot 10, Block 2, Fair-
way Woods Addition,
Seward. DS $135.

Lisa Johnson and
Andy Johnson to Ryan
Galavez, E1/2 Lot 8, Lot
9, Block 25, Wright’s
Third Addition to Utica.
DS $315

Michael E. Tomes
and Dawn M. Tomes to
Sarah LaDoux, trustee
of the Sarah A. LaDoux
Trust, Lots 3-6, Block 40,
Wright’s Third Addition,
Utica. DS $56.25

Many|churches have suspended services or are usingonline platforms due

to COVID-19. Please use the information below to contact them directly
about how they are conducting services during the Christmas season.

MILFORD

Bellwood Mennonite Church

bellwoodchurch.org
402-761-2709

Beth-El Community Church

bethelmilford.com
402-761-3610

East Fairview Mennonite Church
facebook.com/eastfairviewchurch

402-761-2836

Family Life Assembly of God
facebook.com/MilfordFamilyLifeAssemblyofGod

402-761-2664

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (LCMS)
goodshepherd-milford.org

402-761-3146

Grace Missionary Church

gracemissionary.org
402-761-2084

Milford Mennonite Church

402-761-2244

Milford United Methodist Church
facebook.com/MilfordUnitedMethodistChurch

402-761-2375

BEAVER CROSSING

Beaver Crossing United Methodist Church

facebook.com/BEUParish

402-534-2741

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
sacredheartcatholicbc.org

GOEHNER

Friedens United Church of Christ

402-523-5295

Great Plains Community Church

greatplainschurch.com

402-730-2594

Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LCMS)

facebook.com/HolyCrossGo

402-523-4705

LINCOLN (Rural Pleasant Dale)

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)

zelca.org
402-796-2433

MALCOLM

Northwest Community Church

northwestcommunity.org

402-796-2344

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Visit our Facebook page

402-796-2396

PLEASANT DALE

Bethlehem Lutheran Church (LCMS)

402-795-3885

JO

SEWARD

Church of Christ

facebook.com/sewardchurchofchrist

402-643-5802

Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA)

faithseward.org
402-643-6116

Grace Lutheran Church (WELS)

graceseward.org
402-643-4131

Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church

hillcrestefc.org
402-643-2316

Immanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS)

facebook.com/immanuelmiddlecreek

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church

facebook.com/thelighthousepentecostalchurch

402-641-3494

Living Word Lutheran Church (LCMC)

livingwordseward.org
402-643-6445

Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church (AALC)
facebook.com/MightyFortress

402-953-3678

Seward United Methodist Church

sewardumc.org
402-643-4156

St. Andrew'’s Episcopal Church

st-andrews-church-seward.episcopal-ne.org

402-643-3829

St. John Lutheran Church (LCMS)
facebook.com/stjohnseward

402-643-2983

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church

stvincentseward.org
402-643-3421

The Rock Lutheran Church (LCMS)

therockseward.org

402-532-2545 the Sord fas come! 402-643-6624
_] L
Our thanks to the following church services sponsors:
Advanced Association Management Farmers Cooperative Milford A/C & Appliance Inc.
Brad Christian Insurance & Investments Hackbart Chiropractic Center Milford Family Medical Center
Dragonfly Coffee House Hair Exchange Milford Pharmacy
Edward Jones Heyen Tax & Accounting Inc. The Milford Times
- John Owens, Adam Greenquist & Brady Johnson Jones Bank Seward County Independent
Et Cetera Gift & Thrift Shop Midwest Auto Parts Troyer Insurance Inc.
] ™
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STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT
The Milford High School dance team entertains the (limited) crowd during a Dec. 11 home basketball game.

Congrats, Konner!
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STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT
Konner Schluckebier of Milford High School (back) is the newest record holder for the Eagles with 140 career wins.
He also got his 100th pin on Dec. 12.

Times

New athletics
guidelines released

Milford Public
Schools will implement
the updated Nebraska
School Activities and
Athletics COVID-19
guidelines for school
activities. These will be
in effect through Jan. 4.

For all winter activi-
ties:

The NSAA is requir-
ing the following of
schools, officials and
spectators for all winter
season contests:

Items that remind the
same:

 Spectators are
required to wear face
coverings at all times
while attending indoor
events.

« Coaches and non-ac-
tive participants (those
not currently on the
court, mat or stage) are
required to wear face
coverings at all times.

 Face coverings
must cover the nose and
mouth.

 Active participants
are permitted, but not
required, to wear face

coverings during compe-

tition/performance.

- Six feet of physical
distance between house-
hold groups in stands
and spectator areas.

a Attendance is re-
stricted to 25% of ca-
pacity and will include
households members of
the participating ath-
letes.

Milford’s limit is four
household members per
participating athlete

plus grandparents in
Item #1 below.

Item that has
changed:

Grandparents of the
participating athletes
may attend as part of
the athletes household
members.

For Milford home
basketball games, this is
four household members
plus grandparents.

Away sites will be
dependent on the host
school having the capac-
ity for additional specta-
tors.

Grandparents must
sit with the household
members.

As stated above -
masks are required
and six feet of physical
distance between house-
hold groups (including
grandparents) must
be maintained in the
stands and spectator
areas.

Please note:

The host school may
establish additional
requirements in consul-
tation with local health
departments. Meaning
that attendance guide-
lines may be different
when our teams travel
or there could be differ-
ent guidelines for bas-
ketball and wrestling.

Please continue to
check our social media
sites and consult with
your child and/or coach
for each host site's guide-
lines.

Getting techy at MHS

COURTESY PHOTO

The #milfordsoar Information Technology I class presented
their completed apps to their classmates. A variety of apps
were created from running softball drills to flexablity to

trivia to a video game.

Enjoy your
holiday break,
Eagles!

« Personal Financing
Planning

Let us help you make the most of your financial future

Financial Planning « Investments « Insurance Solutions

) ) Larry Heyen Matthew Sample Tiffany Meints
: I;etl.remerllt PIan.mIng 7z Finandal Advisor =9 Financial Advisor Advisor Associate
* business Financia office 402-761-2729 office 402-761-2729 office 402-761-2729
Planning ‘ﬂ Irheyen44444@wradvisors.com 2 nsample@wradvisors.com tmeints@wradvisors.com

« IRA Rollovers

« Investments

- Estate Planning
» Long-Term Care

« Risk Management

WADDELL
&S REE

Financial Advisors™

516 First St. « P.O. Box 48 - Milford, NE 68405
www.teammilford.wradvisors.com

Phone: 402-761-2729

Insurance products offered through insurance companies with which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.  Waddell & Reed, Inc.  Member SIPC (1/18)
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Kaleb Miller of Mliford unleashes a pass to a teammate

against Fairbury Dec. 11.

Eagles keep
spotless mark

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford boys
picked up a pair of vic-
tories last week, beating
Fairbury 52-27 Dec. 11
and Lincoln Lutheran
73-59 Dec. 12.

Coach Tony Muller
was happy to see his
team get out to a fast
start against Fairbury.
After allowing the Jeffs
to hit a couple threes
and draw fouls on drives
to the basket, the Eagles
cleaned up the defense
and shut down the Jeffs
the rest of the game.

MHS led 31-16 at the
half and outscored Fair-
bury 17-5 in the third
quarter.

“We ran the floor re-
ally well,” Muller said.

Jaxon Weyand led the
team with 18 points, and
Seth Stutzman added 12
points. Micah Hartwig
had a solid night with
nine points, eight
rebounds, three assists
and three steals, and Ka-
leb Miller grabbed eight
rebounds.

Another good start
led the Eagles to the win
the next day. Muller said
the team played up-tem-
po ball and was able to
sustain that through the
game.

Weyand scored 19
for MHS, with Stutz-
man adding 17 points
and seven rebounds.
Hartwig finished with 11
points and nine assists,
and Cabe Schluckebier

notched eight points,
eight rebounds and four
assists.

Milford (3-0) is sched-
uled to visit Centennial
Friday, Dec. 18, for a
county and conference
clash. On Saturday, Dec.
19, the team is to host
Ashland-Greenwood.
Tip off Friday is set for
7:30 p.m., while Satur-
day’s game is set to start
at 3:30 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 21, the
Eagles are scheduled
to host Bruning-Dav-
enport/Shickley in the
holiday tournament
opener. Tip-off is set for
7:45 p.m.

The Eagles then fin-
ish their pre-Christmas
games Tuesday, Dec. 22,

at North Bend.

Milford 52, Fairbury 27
FHS 13 3 5 6 27
MHS 16 15 17 4 52

FHS—Totals 9-31 6-10 27.

MHS—Isaac Yeackley 3-8 0-0 6, Micah
Hartwig 4-7 0-0 9, Cason Tucker 0-1 0-0 0, Maddox
Baack 0-30-0 0, Jaxon Weyand 7-154-7 18, Carter
Roth 1-2 0-0 2, Kaleb Miller 1-3 1-3 3, Collin Pien-
ing 0-2 0-0 0, Seth Stutzman 6-12 1-2 13, Cabe
Schluckebier 0-1 1-2 1. Totals 22-54 7-14 52.

Three-point goals—FHS 3-13, MHS 1-11
(Yeackley 0-1, Hartwig 1-2, Tucker 0-1, Baack
0-3, Weyand 0-2, Roth 0-1, Stutzman 0-1). Re-
bounds—FHS 22, MHS 37 (Hartwig, Miller 8).
Assists—MHS 6 (Hartwig 3). Steals—MHS 16
(three with 3). Blocked shots—MHS 2. Turn-
overs—FHS 20, MHS 10. Fouls—FHS 11, MHS 10.

Milford 73, Lincoln Lutheran 59

MHS 20 20 18 15 73
LLHS 9 15 20 15 59

MHS—Yeackley 4-8 0-1 8, Hartwig 4-12 1-2
11, Bryce Jakub 1-1 0-0 2, Baack 2-3 0-0 6, Weyand
6-127-719,Roth 1-1 0-0 2, Stutzman 7-131-4 17,
Schluckebier 2-5 4-5 8. Totals 27-55 13-19 73.

LLHS—Totals 22-48 9-16 59.

Three-point goals—MHS 6-19 (Yeack-
ley 0-2, Hartwig 2-8, Baack 2-3, Weyand 0-2,
Stutzman 2-4), LLHS 6-23. Rebounds—MHS
30 (Schluckebier 8, LLHS 27. Assists—MHS 21
(Hartwig 9). Steals—MHS 8 (Yeackley, Baack 2).
Blocked shots—MHS 1. Turnovers—MHS 10,
LLHS 18. Fouls—MHS 17, LLHS 20.

by Stephanie Croston

scroston@sewardindependent.com

Although the Milford
girls’ basketball team
went 1-1 in last week’s
games, Coach Phil
Stauffer was disap-
pointed in their play.

The Eagles held on
to beat Fairbury 42-

40 Dec. 11 and lost to
Lincoln Lutheran 42-34
Dec. 12.

Stauffer said the
Eagles didn’t rebound
well against Fairbury,
allowing 15 offensive
boards for the Jeffs.

“When we did get re-
bounds, we were able to
get our transition game
going and get easy bas-
kets,” he said.

Milford finished
with 19 rebounds to 31
for Fairbury. Taylor
Roth led the team with
four.

On offense, Hannah
Kepler and Kaitlin Kon-
tor shot well, Stauffer
said. Kontor finished
with 18 points, and Ke-
pler scored 16. Kontor
was 4-5 from three-
point range.

Stauffer said Alayna
Piening gave the Eagles
a defensive spark off
the bench in the second
half. Abby Houk also
played good defense,
Stauffer said.

The Eagles made too
many mistakes in the

-

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Alayna Piening of Milford looks for her shot against

Fai

game at Lincoln Luther-

rbury Dec. 11.

an.

“Unforced turnovers

and defensive mistakes
have to get better. Of
fensively we could not

:
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STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT
Milford guard Kaitlin Kontor dribbles behind her back as she looks for an open teammate Dec. 11 against Fairbury.

MHS girls go 1-1 1n contests

get any rhythm going,”
he said.

Kepler led the team
with 18 points.

“We will get better
from this loss,” Stauffer
said.

Milford (2-1) was
scheduled to host Ash-
land-Greenwood Dec. 15
and travel to Centenni-
al Friday, Dec. 18, for a
6 p.m. tip-off. The team
is slated to host Brun-
ing-Davenport/Shickley
Monday, Dec. 21, at 6
p.m. in the first round
of the holiday tourna-
ment and then finish
in the pre-Christmas
schedule at North Bend
Tuesday, Dec. 22.

Milford 42, Fairbury 40
FHS 9 10 4 17 40
MHS 1 7 14 10 42

FHS—Totals 15-46 7-10 40.

MHS—Makena Stutzman 0-6 2-2 2, Kaitlin
Kontor 6-7 2-2 18, Hannah Kepler 6-13 2-4 16,
Alayna Piening 0-1 0-0 0, Kaitlyn Klug 0-1 0-0
0, Taylor Roth 1-2 1-2 3, Abby Houk 1-3 0-2 3.
Totals 14-33 7-1242.

Three-point goals—FHS 3-19, MHS 7-19
(Stutzman 0-6, Kontor 4-5, Kepler 2-5, Houk 1-3).
Rebounds—FHS 31 MHS 19 (Roth 4). Assists—
MHS 9 (Kepler 4). Steals—MHS 11 (Kontor,
Piening 3). Blocked shots—MHS 1 (Kontor 1).
Turnovers—FHS 16, MHS 15. Fouls—FHS 12,
MHS 11.

Lincoln Lutheran 42, Milford 34

MHS 9 3 1 1 34
LLHS 9 13 1 9 42

MHS—Stutzman 0-1 0-0 0, Kontor 1-5 1-1
3, Kepler 6-13 3-3 18, Piening 1-2 0-0 2, Klug 0-1
0-0 0, Roth 0-0 3-4 3, Sydney Stelling 1-21-2 3,
Houk 1-5 3-6 5. Totals 10-29 11-16 34.

LLHS—Totals 15-39 12-20 42.

Three-point goals—MHS 3-14 (Stutzman
0-1, Kontor 0-3, Kepler 3-8, Houk 0-2), LLHS
0-7. Rebounds—MHS 23 (Roth 5), LLHS 26.
Assists—MHS 7 (Kontor 5). Steals—MHS 5 (Ke-
pler 2). Blocked shots—MHS 2 (Kontor, Houk
1). Turnovers—MHS 22, LLHS 14. Fouls—MHS
18, LLHS 16. Fouled out—Houk.

Senior

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford wres-
tlers finished another
good week, winning the
county triangular Dec.
10 and finishing third
in their side of the Crete
Invitational Dec. 12, as
well as setting a pair of
new school records.

MHS beat both
Seward and Centen-
nial 57-12 in duals at
Seward. Both Milford
losses came from wres-
tlers making their high
school debuts against
tough opponents, Coach
Joe Schluckebier said.

“Seward came out
really physical, but our
guys responded well and
came out on top of some
close matches,” he said.
“The marquee matchup
in the Centennial dual
was a second meeting
between Eli Vondra
and Ryan Payne who
are both ranked at 132
pounds, with Vondra
coming out on top again
in a 4-3 match.

“We take a lot of pride
in winning the county
triangular and this
is the second straight

sets marks; Eagles win triangular

The Eagles headed

year we were able to do
so. These Kkids all know
each other pretty well

between them.”

u.-!w.*.l-r"

'}'SEZ'E;..?‘ s

and there are some neat
friendships and rivalries to Crete Saturday. The
teams were divided

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT
Konner Schluckebier of Milford set the school record for career wins and recorded his
100th career pin at the Crete Invitational Dec. 12. Pictured, he works against Keenan
Kosek of Centennial during the county triangular Dec. 10.

based on how they did at
state last year. Milford
finished third behind
Beatrice and Nebraska
City.

Schluckebier said
Beatrice is one of the top
teams in Class B, while
Nebraska City had more
wrestlers competing
than Milford.

Konner Schluckebier
and freshman Hunter
Oborny were the lone
Eagle champions on the
day.

“By comparison, last
year we were second
out of 16 teams without
having a single champi-
on,” Coach Schluckebier
said. “Konner took care
of business with three
dominating wins. Hunt-
er had a tough bracket
with two returning state
qualifiers, but our fresh-
man had an outstand-
ing day going4-0ina
round-robin bracket.

“Hunter is a seasoned
freshman and he’s off to
a 10-1 start on the sea-
son. Christopher Scdo-
ris, Carter Springer, and
Eli Vondra all finished
second after suffering
their first losses of the

season.”

Jack Chapman, Trent
Stauffer and Lorenzo
Temple were third.
Conner Kohout, Keenan
Troyer and Thomas
Vance finished fourth.

“Our team has a lot
of individuals who are
capable of being the top
performer on any given
week, and they push
each other every day,”
the coach said.

En route to his Crete
invite championship,
Konner Schluckebier set
a new school record for
career wins by picking
up his 140th win in the
finals, besting former
teammate Jeaven Scdo-
ris’ mark of 139 career
wins from last year. In
that same match, he re-
corded his 100th career
pin, which extends his
school record for career
pins after passing Sam
Copley late last year.”

The Eagles are
scheduled to wrestle at
Axtell Dec. 15 and in the
Logan View Invitational
Saturday, Dec. 19, before
hosting a quadrangular
Tuesday, Dec. 22, start-
ingat4 p.m.
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The Christmas spirit has arrived in Milford

L

CRAIG JONES/MT

A four-inch snowfall Dec. 11-12 led to Chevee Saunders, 4, daughter of Quinn and Steph-

anie Saunders, getting outside to play in the snow.

CRAIG JONES/MT

Our Milford Times reporter Craig Jones took a holiday drive around Milford this past
weekend and took in the festivities. Have some jolly decorations you want to share?
Email us at craig@sewardindependent.com to see them in the paper!

ETPLACE

HeIE Wanted

FARM HAND/MECHANIC
FULL-TIME, CORDOVA, NE.
CALL FOR INTERVIEW. 402-
641-7120.

Seeking HOME HEALTH AID
for elder woman, rural Milford.
Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. Excellent pay. CNA
experience necessary. 402-
429-3095

Saline County is accepting
applications for a MOTOR
GRADER OPERATOR in Crete,
NE. Application forms may be
obtained from the office of the
Highway Supt., Courthouse, 204
South High, Wilber, Ne. 68465.
Applications must be returned
no later than 5:00 p.m., Monday
December 21st, 2020. For more
information call Bruce Filipi at
402-821-2737.

MAINTENANCE PERSON
NEEDED. Apply at the office.
2245 Heather Drive, Crete. 402-
826-2568.

INDEPENDENT

OFFICE ASSISTANT

The Seward Independent is seeking office help.
Duties include assisting customers, answering
phones, data entry and general office tasks. Must be
detail-oriented, organized and willing to be part of
the team. Outstanding customer service is essential!

Compensation plan includes health insurance,
401(k), paid vacation, holidays and personal days, all
while working in a fun, progressive environment.

Tell us about yourself and why you'd be the right fit
for this opportunity by submitting resumés to:

Shauna Gerke, bookkeeping@enterprisepub.com
Enterprise Media Group, Blair, NE 68008

e Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening
Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
e CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
e MedAide: FT Evenings | ® Cook: FT Evenings
o Activities Director | ¢ Dietary Aide: FT

EST. 1953« FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
WM @ SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM
610 224th Road, Milford

COUNTRY MANOR

Ph: (402) 7613230 ext. 224
Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

™

|
Greene Place

Senior Living

* 3 Part-time medication aide; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts

You will primarily be responsible for administering or assisting in the administration of
medication and treatments in accordance with a resident’s health care provider’s orders.
You will also be responsible for assisting residents with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) and
Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (iADLs), providing general supervision, and respecting
residents’ rights and needs of choice.

* 3 Part-time caregiver; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts

Caregiver, you will be responsible for assisting residents with their daily routines
while treating all with dignity and respect. You will provide person-centered care
that is tailored to meet the needs of each resident in a fun and friendly community.
Responsibilities:
* Provide quality resident care as indicated on the care plan
* Promote residents’ independence
* Provide assistance with housekeeping and laundry
« Participate in community’s Life Enrichment Activities, events, and outings,

while encouraging residents to attend
+ Additional duties as assigned

We are passionate about providing quality care for our
residents and offer competitive wages and benefits.
Apply online at www.enlivant.com or call Greene Place at (402) 643-9111.

Greene Place is an equal opportunity employer. 600 Church St., Seward

129S. 6t St. @« PO Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

402-643-3676
sewardindependent.com

ok 1 1O

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN/LPN - Days: Full-time day position, 5 am - 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. ~Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN - Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm - 5 am. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN licensure required and
ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus. -Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday rotation.
This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider. Critical thinking

and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service and communicating
with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing experience and Chronic Care
Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills,
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic
nursing experience preferred. RN/LPN licensure required. -Seward Family Medical Clinic

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the

Temporary - As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

| f Memorial

Health Care Systems

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete

an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Services

GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM &
BASS LESSONS: Give the Gift
of Music! Professional Studio.
Over 30 years of teaching
experience.

Call Jim Krutz Today! 402-450-
0282, Seward.

\\l
DURRE’S T
PLUMBING ({;
* New Construction
* Remodeling * Water Heaters
» Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266

Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms,
Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More

Premier Real Estate Broker * 402-761-2291
Milford, NE + www.nebauction.com

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC)) sTELLING
TROY MARTIN, OWNER ARPENTRY LLC

8023RD ST. MILFORD, NE 68405
(402) 7613059 HOME  (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND,
BLACKDIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Jifl Custom cabinets & trim work,
il finish work, remodeling,
subcontracting, soffit, siding

& fascia, replacement door &
windows, any residential needs

Phone 402-643-9327

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC
513 First St.
761-3886

Mark Saltzman
Home: 761-2831

‘s’

4”,(’

i)

MILFORD

AIR CONDITIONING

vitos 402-161-2433
* Air Conditioning

* Heating

* Sales & Service

Bill VDAIKIN
Salzman

Air Conditioning & Heating

Oatman Paint & Repair Ryan Stelling 402-761-2869
All your home interior & exterior needs
]eff QOatman ;%,7 ;mm
ezt || SHOP THE QLASIEIEDS)
/_\

GOLDEN RULE

EXCAVATING, LLC

[ TR e
D & Matt Burk
Call us for all farm and ave OWf,ersur &
ag-related dirtwork Randy Ulrich
Owner/Operator

402-641-4064

20+ Years Experience
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In print weekly and online.

Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome.

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD

Call: 402-761-2911 ¢ Email: office@sewardindependent.com
Online: milfordtimes.net ® In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.

CIASSIFIED Includes placement in online classifieds.
LINE AD FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
RATES Private party ads ® $200 or less ® One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

AD DEADLINE' POLICIES: Advertisers should check

° . . their advertisements in the first issue and
NO ON FRID AY* S;l’tb] ect to report any error to The Milford Times at

cnange on 402-761-2911. We will be responsible for

FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS holidays only a one-time error or omission.

Times

milfordtimes.net

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

Friend

InoEPENDENT CRETENEWS theSentinel

sewardindependent.com

cretenewsonline.com

friendsentinel.com

(.S

wilber-republican.com

CONNECTION

For Rent

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
New kitchen, dishwasher, stove,
refrigerator, fireplace & A/C.
Laundry available. $475 p/
mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 515
South 2nd St-Seward. Call 402-
641-2584.

1, 2 and 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. No
pets. No smoking. Also garages
for rent. Located at 22nd and
Ivy-Crete. 402-310-8030

Rent Sokol Hall for various
social and business functions.
Hall is air-conditioned and
handicap accessible. Contact
Lumir Sukovaty at 402-821-
2429 or Leon Slama at 402-
239-2857. For kolaches,
contact Joan Kotas at 402-
821-2971.

1 & 2 BR Garden level
APARTMENTS. Call for details.
402-641-2580

&

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR 62 & OLDER
OR DISABLED HOUSEHOLD

One-bedroom apartments, carpeting, range, refrigerator,
garbage disposal, window coverings. All utilities furnished.
Snow removal and lawn maintenance. Rent subsidy available
under HUD Section Eight Program or USDA Rural Dev.
Applications available Monday through Friday at Linden
Village, 1015 Linden Ave., Milford, NE
- or by calling -
402-761-2452
TDD 1-800-833-7352

This facility is an equal opportunity provider

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Real Estate

Milford ¢ $152,500
2 bd; 2 baths

3 bd; 3 baths; open floor plan;
granite counter; tile backsplash,

Stacy_____
HARTGERINK

402.450.9800

Your Seward County Real Estate Expert

308 Ash St., Seward ¢ $210,000
Town home with finished basement.

stainless appliances, two-stall garage.

HOME:

Seward ¢ $170,000

REAL ESTATE

No matter the sign,
Stacy has the key.

Stacy.Hartgerink@HOMERealEstate.com | StacylLovesToSell.com

Statewides

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
works! Place your 25 word ad
into thousands of Nebraska
homes for $225. Contact your
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
creditor harassment, collection
calls, repossession and legal
actions! Speak to a professional
attorney and get the help you
Need! Call Now, 855-751-1474.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed,
delivered to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! Get 4 Free Pork Chops
and 4 Free Chicken Breasts.
Order The Omaha Steaks
Classic - Only $129.99. Call
1-855-993-6208, mention
code 66762AVC or visit www.
OmahaSteaks.com/dinner43.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl
space need some attention?
Call Thrasher Foundation
Repair. A permanent solution
for waterproofing, failing
foundations, sinking concrete
and nasty crawl spaces.
Free Inspection & Same Day
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-3431.

DENIED SOCIAL Security
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our
attorneys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-247-9416
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC,
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave., Scranton, PA 18503]

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act which makes it
illegal to advertise “any preference
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
family status, or national origin, oran
intention, to make such preference,
limitation or discrimination.” Family
status includes children under the
age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians; pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18.

The Milford Times will not
knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised inthis newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call HUD
toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. http://
www.nol.org’/home/NEOC.

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - Not just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your Free Dental information
kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149, www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258.

BANKRUPTCY: FREE
consultation. Lowest rates.
No office visit required. As
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy
firm, we have helped thousands
of clients file bankruptcy in
all 93 Nebraska counties.
We can Stop garnishments
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a
Free, no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-833-513-0190.

VIASAT SATELLITE Internet.
Up to 12 mbps plans starting
at $30/month. Our fastest
speeds (up to 50 mbps) &
unlimited data plans start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today:
1-877-255-9312.

HIGH-SPEED Internet. We
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find the
best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
top providers. Call 1-888-326-
3360.

PITTMAN & DAVIS. Mixed-fruit
medley for the Holidays! Give
the gift of Winter Sunshine! 6
Rio Ruby Red Gems. 4 Tiny Tim
Navels. 6 Mini Fuji Apples. Call
Now and Save 33% off. Pay
just $19.99. Free Shipping!
Call 1-888-461-1368 to order
item MXSP and mention code
PNVH-E167 for savings or visit
pittmandavis.com/ME167.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a
button sends help Fast, 24/7!
At home and on the go. Mobile
Pendant with GPS. Free First
Aid Kit (with subscription). Call
855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free
Off-Peak Data. Fast download
speeds. WiFi built in! Free
Standard Installation for lease
customers! Limited time, call
1-844-290-3051.

DONATE YOUR car or truck to
Heritage for the Blind. Free 3
Day Vacation, tax deductible,
free towing. All paperwork
taken care of. Call 1-877-730-
8167.

DIRECTV - EVERY live football
game, every Sunday - anywhere
- on your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS,
1-855-977-3794.

THE COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security. Have
$10K in debt? Credit Cards,
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call
National Debt Relief! We can
help! Get a Free debt relief
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927.

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for
190 Channels. Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/month (where
available). Switch & Get a Free
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free
Streaming on All Devices. Call
today! 1-877-688-4784.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite
needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports &
On Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. Call
1-855-417-4299.

BECOME A Published Author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing - trusted
by authors since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for your free Author’s Guide,
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

PLACE

402-643-3676

Times
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a
Public Hearing will be held on
the Seward County General
Assistance Guidelines in the
Seward County Commissioners
Room in the Seward County
Courthouse, Seward, Nebraska,
on December 22nd, 2020, at 9:15
AM.
The purpose of this Public Hearing
is to generate public opinion and
comment in regard to the General
Assistance Guidelines. Notice
published by order of the Seward
County Board of Commissioners
of Seward County, Nebraska on
December 3rd, 2020.
A copy of the proposed General
Assistance Guidelines are
available for public inspection at
320 South 14th Street, Seward,
Nebraska. Written comments for
consideration by Seward County
will be accepted at 320 South 14th
Street, Seward, Nebraska 68434
for a period of 10 days ending
December 18th, 2020.
Jeffrey M. Baker
General Assistance Director
Seward County, Nebraska
MT — December 09, 16, 2020
ZNEZ

Minutes

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
Boards of Commissioner Meetings
are held each Tuesday morning in
the Seward County Courthouse
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first
Tuesday of each month when
meetings will be held at 8:30
a.m. The Commissioners will
be meeting at 8 a.m. on Friday,
December 18 to approve
Seward County Claims. Notice
of each meeting is posted on the
Courthouse bulletin board and on
the Commissioner’s room door.
The agenda for all meetings is
kept continually current and is
available for public inspection at
the County Clerk’s Office during
normal business hours. The
agenda is held open until one
business day prior to the meeting
for appearance before the Board.
The Board has the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an
emergency nature only at such

public meeting.
CLAIMS ALLOWED
JANUARY 5, 2020
The Seward County Board
of Equalization convened on
December 8, 2020, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka,
Ken Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
County Assessor: Marilyn Hladky
Approved the minutes of November
24, 2020.
Approved Tax List Corrections.
Hladky gave an update of her
office.

Convened as the Board of
Commissioners.

Approved the minutes of December
1, 2020.

Approved Seward County claims
through November 27, 2020.
Officials gave updates of their
offices.

Commissioners gave an update of
their activities.

Accepted November 2020 Fee
Reports for Clerk of the District
Court and County Clerk.
Discussed potential contract with
former HR Director. No action
was taken.

Approved re-appointment of Dan
Kovar to the Seward County
Veteran’s Service Committee.
Accepted the resignation of Jeff
Baker, Seward County Veteran’s
Service Officer/Public Transit
Director, effective 12/31/2020.
Discussed restructuring for
Veteran’s Service/Public Transit/
General Assistance position.
Approved increase in credit card
limit for Seward County Veteran’s
Services/Public Transit.
Approved Resolution No. 3551
in regard to correcting a previous
Resolution concerning Petri
Addition Short Form Plat.
Approved signage for County
buildings regarding Seward Mask
Ordinance.

Approved closure of County
Offices on December 24, 2020.
Adopted the agenda for December
15, 2020, and adjourned at 10:03
a.m.

Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH
NOVEMBER 27, 2020

ADVANCED CRRTL HLTHCR,
SE, $4.40; ADVANCED OFFICE
AUTOM, SU, $268.84; AMERITAS
LIFE INS, FE, $18,181.06;
CHARLES W CAMPBELL,
SE, $168.00; BRENNAN LAW,
SE, $7,796.60; CAMPBELL
CLEANING, SE, $2,255.00;
CAPITAL BUSINESS SYS, SU,
$25.00; CITY OF SEWARD,
UT, $4,732.93; E 911 C/0, SE,
$36,687.33; EAKES OFFICE
PLUS, SU, $208.77; GALLS LLC,
SU, $84.26; GENERAL FIRE &
SAFETY, SE, $278.80; GRAHAM
TIRE LINCOLN, SE, $599.96;
GREAT PLAINS COMM, UT,
$225.00; HELMINK PRINTING,
SU, $189.00; EMILY HEMPHILL,
SE, $58.65; HOMETOWN
LEASING, SE, $149.85; INDOFF
INC, SU, $99.99; JONES
BANK (FICA), FE, $13,876.19;
KONICA MINOLTA, SU, $131.48;
MATTHEW BENDER, SE, $84.28;
MEMORIAL CLINIC, SE, $416.80;
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, SE,
$230.55; MID-AMERICAN INS
GRP, FE, $36,734.12; MIDWEST
OFFICE AUTOM, SU, $61.99; NE
ASSN OF CO OFFICIALS, FE,
$2,599.76; ONESOURCE, SU,
$92.00; OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE,
SE, $20.97; ORKIN LLC, SE,
$111.78; POSTMASTER, SU,
$240.00; POTTER REPAIR,
SE, $325.80; PRIORITY ENV
SOL, SE, $335.35; RADWEN
INC, SU, $1,000.00; REGION
V SYSTEMS, SE, $1,284.00;
SAUNDERS CO COURT, SE,
$6.75; SOS - ELECTIONS, SU,
$20.00; SEWARD CO BRIDGES,
FE, $11,500.00; SEW CO HLTH
CLM FND, FE, $203,073.18;

SEWARD CO INDEPENDENT,
SE, $89.95; SEWARD CO PUB
TRANS, SE, $66.00; SEWARD
COROAD FND, FE, $750,000.00;
SEWARD CO TREASURER,
FE, $45.00; SEWARD LUMBER,
SU, $23.99; SOARIN GROUP,
SE, $6,160.96; SUMMIT FOOD
SERV, SU, $2,564.45; THE HOME
DEPOT PRO, SU, $229.44; U S
POSTAL SERV, SU, $10,000.00;
VERIZON WIRELESS, UT,
$547.22; VISA, FE, $893.77;
WELLS FARGO, SE, $198.15;
WINDSTREAM, UT, $852.80;
SUE WURM, SE, $273.75;
WYTHERS LAW, SE, $313.50;
ALL ROAD BARRICADES, SU,
$693.16; BLACK HILLS ENERGY,
UT, $678.44; BRD OF EXAM
CO HWY, FE, $50.00; DALE
JOHNSON, SE, $41,318.40;
GERHOLD CONCRETE, SU,
$238.05; JOHNSON SAND
& GRAVEL, SU, $15,164.04;
KERFORD LIMESTONE CO, SU,
$2,055.46; MIDWEST SERVICE,
SE, $298.50; NE PUB POW DIST,

UT, $118.14; SACK LUMBER, SU,
$120.00; SNAP-ON INDUSTRIAL,
SU, $613.92; TRUCK CENTER
CO, SE, $541.58; TRUCK EQUIP
SERV, SE, $76.42; VILLAGE
OF UTICA, FE, $53.48; DELTA
DENTAL OF NE, SE, $29.38;
BIZCO INC, FE, $11,300.82; DEPT
OF HHS, SE, $350.00; GREAT
PLAINS UNIF, SE, $634.40; LAST
MILE NETWORK, UT, $2,762.80;
MILE HIGH SHOOTINGACC, SU,
$7,063.00; NE SHERIFFSASSOC,
FE, $435.00; SHINETECH
SOFTWARE, EQ, $6,414.50;
CENTENNIAL TEAMMATES, FE,
$289.00; ST OF NE DAS COMM,
SE, $704.00; LINCOLN JOURNAL
STAR, SE, $2,917.20
SALARIES: $263,569.99
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE
DEDUCTIONS TO:

COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN
COWISCONSIN; DELTADENTAL;
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
MT — December 16, 2020

ZNEZ

NOTICES

Please note early public notice
deadlines for the 2020 holiday season.

December 30 edition

3 p.m., Wednesday, December 23, 2020

January 6 edition
3 p.m., Wednesday, December 30, 2020
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Turbulent time in local
meatpacking environment

by Brady Oltmans

editor@sewardindependent.com

The American Civil Liberties
Union of Nebraska, as well as
the national ACLU, have filed a
federal lawsuit against Noah's
Ark Processors in Hastings after
the meatpacking plant did not
implement protections to shield
workers against a surge of coro-
navirus cases.

Plant workers, whom the
ACLU states are majority Lat-
inx and immigrants, have been
crowded together without proper
personal protective equipment
and without any abiding to social
distancing, the ACLU claims.

“Noah's Ark has refused to
implement even the most basic
protections against a coronavi-
rus surge in the plant,” Spencer
Amdur, attorney at the ACLU,
said. “At this point in the pan-
demic, there is no excuse for
failing to do even the bare mini-
mum to protect workers and the
surrounding community.”

One plaintiff in the lawsuit
said management downplayed
the severity of the disease before
workers fell ill in late April. Ac-
cording to the lawsuit, workers
who showed symptoms at work
were told by management to
return to their stations. The law-
suit also claims Noah's Ark did
not pay sick leave when workers
quarantined or were COVID-pos-

itive. That would directly go
against the Coronavirus, Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act passed on March 27.

Noah's Ark does have a record
of failing to provide for work-
ers. A district court determined
Noah's Ark illegally attempted
to block workers from joining
a meatpacking workers union
by seeking to slash benefits and
workplace safety protections in
October 2019. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor fined the company
in 2019 and 2020 for not paying
sick leave or securing dangerous
equipment.

Smithfield Foods in Crete
has been praised for measures
taken to protect workers at the
meatpacking plant since an April
outbreak resulted in 123 coro-
navirus cases tied to the plant.
Implementing on-site testing,
sneeze guards, hand sanitizer
and paid sick leave are a few of
the steps the plant has taken
since the start of the pandemic.

Meatpacking plants across
the country slowed production
or shuttered doors briefly in the
spring because of the spread of
coronavirus. That forced Presi-
dent Donald Trump to sign an ex-
ecutive order at the end of April
to keep meat processing plants
open in order to secure the food
supply chain.

Now, with a vaccine upcom-
ing, unions and special-interest

groups call on meat packing
workers to receive priority.

The National Pork Producers
Council, National Cattlemen's
Beef Association and North
American Meat Institute sent let-
ters to all 50 state governors for
priority on a vaccine for ag and
food workers following health-
care workers and long-term care
residents.

The letters say meat and
poultry workers and livestock
producers have been on the front
lines to ensure Americans have
access to safe, nutritious and af-
fordable food. They say prioritiz-
ing meat industry workers and
livestock suppliers next would
address a critical industry.

The Ag CEO Council shared
priority papers with the Biden
campaign and American Farm
Bureau President Zippy Duvall
said he told Biden's transition
team it's critical essential ag
workers be included in the sec-
ond tier of vaccine distributions.

“We just wanted to emphasize
how important that is that after
the needs of the workers on the
frontline and the ones that are
critical need to get that first, and
then we need to make sure that
we provide that for ag workers,”
he said.

He also called upon state farm
bureaus to contact state leaders
about the issue.

Winter tetany a possible problem
when feeding cattle dry forages

by Aaron Berger

and Mary Drewnoski
Nebraska Extension

Grass tetany is con-
sidered a problem that
usually occurs when
cattle or sheep are eat-
ing lush, spring grass
or annual cereal forages
such as rye, wheat or
triticale. However, it
also can occur when
cattle are being fed har-
vested forages.

Grass tetany, some-
times called grass
staggers or hypomagne-
saemia, is a metabolic
disorder of cattle related
to a deficiency of mag-
nesium. Magnesium
is a critical mineral to
the nervous system and
muscle function.

Low levels of magne-
sium can result in cattle
that exhibit hyperexcit-
ability, reduced feed in-
take and muscle twitch-
ing, especially around
the face and ears. Cattle
also may appear un-
coordinated and walk
with a stiff gait.

Grass tetany is
most often associated
with cattle grazing
immature, cool-season
grasses or lush annual

forages. However, tetany
also can occur during
the winter when cattle
are being fed grass hay,
alfalfa hay or annual
forages harvested for
hay. This is especially
true if these hays are
being fed in a drylot
situation where they are
the only source of feed.
Grass, alfalfa and
cereal grains harvested
for hay can be low in
magnesium. A mineral
analysis showing less
than 0.15% magnesium
in hay is considered low.
When hay is low in mag-
nesium and also low in
calcium (less than 0.4%),
while being simultane-
ously high in potassium
(more than 2.5%), tetany
is more likely to occur.
Recent forage test
results, observed in the
Nebraska Panhandle,
have indicated that this
could potentially be an
issue with some hays
harvested this year.
Forages likely to
cause grass tetany often
are borderline to low
in magnesium while
having excess levels
of potassium. Usually,
forages also tend to be
low in sodium content.

Because high potassium
levels interfere with
magnesium absorption,
it's the excess potassium
that induces tetany.

An imbalance of
potassium, calcium
and phosphorus in feed
can hinder magnesium
absorption from the di-
gestive system into the
bloodstream, magnify-
ing the problem of a low
intake of magnesium.
Sodium is important
in transporting mag-
nesium into cells, so
it is crucial to provide
adequate sodium (salt)

to ensure proper magne-

sium utilization.

To prevent winter
tetany from harvested
forages, there are sever-
al things for producers
to consider.

First, test hay for
mineral concentrations
to identify if an imbal-
ance of magnesium,
potassium and calcium
is present.

If hay tests low in
magnesium (less than
0.15%) and calcium (less
than 0.40%) and high
in potassium (more
than 2.5%), consider
feeding a high-calcium,
high-magnesium min-
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eral supplement (10%
to 13% magnesium for
a 4-ounce target intake
mineral) that also con-
tains salt.

Because magnesium
oxide is bitter, adding
dried distillers grains
or soybean meal at the
rate of 1 pound to 50
pounds of the mineral
and salt mix can help
to increase intake if
consumption is not at
targeted levels.

In instances where
cattle are being hand-
fed a protein or energy
supplement, supplemen-
tal magnesium also
can be delivered with
the feed. If this occurs,
make sure access to
loose salt is provided as
well.

Be sure to examine
the concentration of
potassium in mineral
supplements. If feeds
are already high in
potassium, feeding ad-
ditional potassium in a
mineral only aggravates
the problem.

Ag community
reacts to Vilsack
appointment

President-elect Joe
Biden has chosen Tom
Vilsack as the U.S.

Department of Agricul-

ture secretary on his
cabinet, according to
reports from national
outlets who spoke to
those familiar with the
decision.

Vilsack served as
secretary of agricul-
ture in the eight years
of the Obama adminis-
tration and was a top
rural and agriculture
policy adviser to the

Biden presidential cam-

paign. He also served
as governor of Iowa
(1999-2007).

Under Vilsack's
leadership, the USDA
leveraged its $150
billion goals beyond
traditional farmer
focus and onto rural
development and nutri-
tional programs to aid

low-income Americans.

During his tenure

he also defended the
use of so-called “pink
slime,” beef product
made from trimmings
left after the carcasses
have been butchered.

He also addressed glob-

al warming, saying the
agriculture industry
contributes only 9% of
the greenhouse gases
blamed for warming
the planet.

American Farm
Bureau President Zip-
py Duvall previously
said the Farm Bureau
wants an agriculture
secretary with either
farming background
or a deep knowledge of
agriculture. National

Farmers Union Pres-
ident Rob Larew said
Vilsack has the qualifi-
cations and experience
to steer the agency.

Independent
non-profit journalism
outlet The Counter
published a multi-part
investigation into
USDA promoting mis-
leading data to depict a
fictional resurgence in
black farming during
Vilsack's previous
tenure. That's caused
some backlash against
his reported re-ap-
pointment.

The National Black
Farmers Association
issued a release on Dec.
8 calling Vilsack an
improvement over cur-
rent Secretary Sonny
Perdue, but said too lit-
tle was done to address
discrimination against
Black farmers.

“Doors continue
to be closed to many
Black farmers and to-
day our members face
enormous challneges
—including a system
that disproportionately
leaves them behind,”
the release said.

Recently the Justice
For Black Farmers Act
was introduced onto
the Senate floor that
would transfer up to 32
million acres to Black
farmers.

Since leaving his
post as USDA secre-
tary, Vilsack led the
U.S. Dairy Export
Council, a trade group
advocating for Ameri-
can-made dairy over-
seas.
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Putting people back into the people business.

Call for and set up your FREE
consultation or simply to ask
questions!

Kathleen Pankoke
Cell: 402.689.0225
Office: 402.614.9292
PO BOX 212
Beaver Crossing, NE
68313

Retiring soon? Been retired for a while? At a time when it’s hard to distinguish one
insurance company from another, American Senior Benefits is uniquely designed
to help me help you. I am dedicated to making insurance decisions easier, more
informed, and highly personalized for you.

‘WHAT KEEPS YOU UP AT NIGHT? Instead of asking, “what insurance do you
need?”, I take a step back to explore what worries you about the future.

» Outliving my retirement savings
Dying unexpectedly

>

» Worrying if I have enough health insurance

» Do I have too much health insurance?

> Putting a strain on my nest egg to pay for home health care or nursing home care

Not connected with or endorsed by the United States Govern

ment or the Federal Medicare program.

This is a solicitation of insurance and a licensed agent may contact you.

LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon-Frie 11a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Dine In ¢ Carryout e Delivery

No lunch buffet until further notice

Wed., Dec. 16: Sliced Brisket, Roasted Red
Potatoes, Coleslaw, Texas Sheet Cake

Fri., Dec. 18: Hamburger/Cheeseburger,
Macaroni & Cheese, Veggie Tray, German

Chocolate Cake

Mon., Dec. 21: Tater Tot Casserole,
Breadstick, Broccoli Salad, Apple Crisp

Wed., Dec. 23: Chicken Tortilla, Warm
Ham & Cheese, Veggie, Mini Apple Pie
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Times

PO Box 723, Milford, NE 68405 | 402-761-2911

Mon., Dec. 28: Ham Balls, Scalloped
Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, Apple Crisp

Wed., Dec. 30: Veggie Soup, Warm
Ham & Cheese, Jello Cake

() Every Tuesday: Soup & Sandwich
or any Specialty Salad & Drink

) Every Thursday: Soup & Sandwich
or any Combo Basket with Side
& Drink

411 1¢ St. » Milford
402-761-2110
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