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Champlin man sentenced 
for assaulting 

Washington County 
deputies during traffic stop

County Board receives 
GFOA Triple Crown awards

Storms decimate 
parts of Cottage Grove
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Trees of various sizes including several giant, well-established trees were uprooted during the 
recent storm that went through Cottage Grove. The combination of strong winds and moisture 
saturated soil helped destroy some of the more beautiful trees in the area.  Photo by Bruce 
Karnick

Some houses were labeled as temporarily condemned due to the size of the trees that fell on 
them and the damage those trees did. Owners needed to find alternative housing until the 
damage could be inspected and the building cleared for reentry.  Photo by Bruce Karnick

Stillwater, Minn. – A 
Champlin man was sen-
tenced to consecutive pro-

bationary sentences and jail 
time for physically assault-
ing, spitting on, and threat-
ening law enforcement offi-
cers during a traffic stop in 
2021, Washington County 
Attorney Kevin Magnuson 
announced.

In May, a jury found 
Anyeth Abdalla Deng, 27, 
guilty of three counts of fel-
ony fourth-degree assault 
against a peace officer and 
one count of threats of vio-
lence after he assaulted and 
threatened two Washington 
County sheriff’s deputies 
during a traffic stop in Sep-
tember 2021.

On August 27, Judge Hel-
en Brosnahan sentenced 
Deng to stayed prison sen-
tences ranging from a year 
to 18 months in length, as 
called for by the Minneso-
ta Sentencing Guidelines. 
Judge Brosnahan imposed 
consecutive probationary 
terms, meaning Deng will 
be on probation for a total of 
six years, as well as a total 
of 120 days jail.

“Judge Brosnahan, in my 
view, clearly understood 
the serious nature of Deng’s 

The Washington County 
Board of Commissioners 
took many actions at its reg-
ular monthly meeting Aug. 
27.

Among them, the Board of 
Commissioners reappointed 
Celia Wirth of Grant to a 
third term as manager of the 
Brown’s Creek Watershed 
District. 

Created to manage water 
resources along natural (hy-
drologic) boundaries, the 
Brown’s Creek Watershed 
District is one of eight such 
watershed districts within 
the county, located over 28 
square miles or approxi-
mately 18,000 acre north-
west of Stillwater, empty-
ing into the St. Croix River 
via Brown’s Creek. Wirth’s 
third term as manager of the 
Brown’s Creek Watershed 
will begin on Oct. 23 of this 
year and last for three years, 
expiring Oct. 22, 2027.

Thursday, August 29, 
2024, will be one of those 
days to remember for many 

Cottage Grove residents. 
While parts of Dakota 
County to the south saw an 
F0 tornado, Cottage Grove 
faced straight line winds that 
up rooted dozens of large 
trees and damaged several 

houses in the area. The dam-
age was so severe, Mayor 
Myron Bailey and the City 
Council declared a State of 
Emergency on Friday morn-
ing and the city called in all 
available resources to clear 

roads the night of the storm
Severe thunderstorms as 

strong as the two differ-
ent storms that hit the area 
Tuesday 8/27 and Thursday 
8/29 are fairly easy to track 
but difficult to predict the 

severity of. Everyone knew 
the storms were strong 
and had a lot of energy to 
disperse, but what was not 
known was just how quickly 
that energy would turn into 
wind on Thursday.

One resident was coming 
home from his son’s soc-
cer game when the storm 
crossed highway 61.

“We were on the freeway 

By Bruce Karnick
bruce@hastingsjournal.news

See STORMS  Page 2

Accounting and Finance Director Cat Piepho, Deputy Director Renee Vought, and Office of Ad-
ministration Budget Analysts Xai Tao and Trung Le were recognized Aug. 27 by the Washington 
County Board of Commissioners for receiving the GFOA’s Triple Crown of financial reporting 
awards. Shown from left to right are District 4 Commissioner Karla Bigham, Office of Adminis-
tration Budget Analysts Xai Tao, District 2 Commissioner Stan Karwoski, District 5 Commission-
er Michele Clausen, District 3 Commissioner Gary Kriesel, Accounting and Finance Director 
Cat Piepho, District 1 Commissioner Fran Miron, Deputy Director Renee Vought, and Trung Le.  
Image courtesy Washington County

Celia Wirth reappointed to third term as manager of  
Brown’s Creek Watershed District, Tyler Roenicke named 

Minnesota Counties and Computer Cooperative Member of  the Year



Page 2 COTTAGE GROVE JOURNAL September 5, 2024

STORMS FROM PAGE 1

HASTINGS 
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

955 Hwy 55 • Suite 6
Hastings, MN 55033

651-437-9764

www.hastingsfamilydc.com

Same Day Emergency Dental
General Dentistry

Root Canal Therapy
Implant Dentistry

Invisalign Clear Aligners

Dr. Tyler Rohr

Ask about our 
Invisalign Summer Special!

The public is invited to 
an open house from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24, 
regarding improvements to 
the intersection of County 
Highway 18 (Bailey Rd.) 
and Settlers Ridge Parkway. 
The open house will occur at 
Lake Middle School, 3133 
Pioneer Dr., Woodbury.

The project seeks to im-
prove intersection control 
with a roundabout, manage 
and treat highway drainage/

runoff, and improve pedes-
trian and bicycle facilities.

At the open house meet the 
project team, provide input 
on existing conditions, and 
learn about the schedule and 
next steps for the project. 

For those unable to attend 
the in-person open house, 
there will be an opportu-
nity to review the material 
shared at the in-person open 
house on the project website. 
The online engagement will 

be available from Sept. 24 
through Oct. 8. There will 
be no formal presentations 
during the in-person or on-
line engagement. 

Construction updates will 
be posted on the project web-
site at washingtoncountymn.
gov/County18. For more in-
formation, contact Project 
Manager Andrew Giesen, 
651-430-4336, andrew.
giesen@co.washington.
mn.us.

Public invited to open house on 
Bailey Road and Settlers Ridge 

Parkway intersection 
improvement project Sept. 24

This downed tree covered two vehicles in the neighborhood behind Hy-Vee. Yes, there is a 
black SUV completely covered next to the red pickup. Photo by Bruce Karnick

You are not imagining things and it is not an optical illusion, 
the pole is leaning due to the damage caused by the trees that 
fell on the wires. Several poles in the line could be seen lean-
ing severely and, in this case, the broken lines are also visible. 
Photo by Bruce Karnick

Trees of various sizes including several giant, well-established trees were uprooted during the 
recent storm that went through Cottage Grove. The combination of strong winds and moisture 
saturated soil helped destroy some of the more beautiful trees in the area. Photo by Bruce Kar-
nick

Trees were downed all over Cottage Grove, this one barely missing an above ground pool.  
Photo courtesy of Gary Larsen

when the tornado hit, it was 
crazy.” He said. “We had to 
get home because our dog 
was home alone and when 
we turned the corner, we 
saw the tree on the house.”

That tree covered most 
of the roof of the house and 
there were several spots 
where the branches poked 
through the roof. Their 
neighbor had a couple trees 
down, one that did signif-
icant damage to their roof 
too.

The story was similar all 
over the area. The storm 
hit quick, the conditions 
changed even faster and 
there simply was no time to 
react.

“I was watching some-
thing on my phone,” ex-
plained Gary Larsen. “I 
didn’t even notice the pow-
er went out, but I heard all 
this rain then I heard this 
kind of thump sitting there. 
I looked out the back door 
and just saw tons of water 
obscuring my view. I tried 
to open the door, and the 
wind kept pushing me back. 
I came back a few minutes 
later and noticed a huge tree 
branch came down.”

“I just talked to my neigh-
bor a week ago, and I think 
he jinxed himself, because, 
because he said, you know, 
I’m worried about that big 
branch coming down one of 
these storms,” Larsen said 
as he chuckled.

Luckily for Larsen, he had 
already planned on having 
a tree service out to clean 
some things up on his prop-
erty, so, he should not need 
to wait too long for service 
for the storm damage.

“It came really quick. I 
heard no sirens. If there 
were any sirens that went 
off, the pounding of the rain 
on the roof and even on the 
side of the house was like, 
just loud,” added Larsen.

That was the consensus of 
everyone that spoke on their 
experiences with this storm, 
it happened fast, and they 
did not hear any sirens and 
they were not sure if that 
was because the storm was 
so loud or if they just did 

not go off.
According to information 

on the city’s social media, 
Mayor Myron Bailey said 
this:

“We normally rely on the 
National Weather Service 
to determine if we hit the 
sirens. Only for tornadoes 
and winds over 70 miles 
per hour. What was weird 
about this storm is we were 
in a severe thunderstorm 
warning and then it expired. 
It was after the expiration 
when the wind hit unex-
pectedly. I assume the storm 
was back building. I’m just 
glad no one was hurt.”

The last part of the state-
ment was the most interest-
ing piece about the storm. 
Not one injury was reported 
due to the storm that hit.

More than 20 different 
tree service companies 
came to the rescue of the 
area residents with one of 
the busiest being Kaposia 
Tree Service. Terry Turkl 
took a few minutes to give 
us a rundown of how things 
go in situations like the 
storm that hit Thursday.

Kaposia handles a lot 
of their work with a large 
crane each Tuesday and 
Thursday, so they already 
had the crane available to 
them for that day.

“With all the dead ash 
trees in the cities, we are 
always busy,” said Turkl. 
“This kind of thin sets all 
the regular work back so we 
can focus on the storm clean 
up.”

When a storm like this 
happens, many tree remov-
al companies answer the 
phone 24/7/365 and Kapo-
sia is no different. 

“We were out here by 
7:30 this [Friday] morning 
assessing the job and had 
the crane here by nine,” 
added Turkl. “Even with 
all of the tree companies 
out here, it will be several 
weeks before everything is 
cleaned up. We do the big-
ger things first like the trees 
on the houses.”

His assessment of the area 
was exactly what everyone 
knew it was, “it’s bad,” he 
said. “I’ve driven around 
this morning, there are so 
many trees on top of hous-
es, a lot of old, established 
trees are down. The prob-
lem is, the ground is so sat-
urated with water, they just 
uplift.”

And a lot of trees, big 
trees did just that. In just a 
few hours Friday morning, 
we were able to take al-
most 100 pictures of trees 
that were uprooted between 

80th and 90th streets from 
Summit Avenue to Hadley 
Avenue and across High-
way 61 behind Hy-Vee to-
ward Jamaica Avenue.

Thursday night an esti-
mated 4,000 residents were 
without power, and Xcel 
Energy was not certain 
when the power was going 
to be restored. Credit is due 
to the Xcel contractors and 
the City of Cottage Grove 
folks that worked diligent-
ly to get power restored as 
quickly as possible. Within 
72 hours, most of the pow-
er had been restored to the 
area. The commercial cus-
tomers like Holiday at 80th 
St. and Hadley Ave. lost 
power around 5:30 and had 
it restored by 9:30 that eve-
ning, just four hours later.

With the city activating 
their emergency headquar-
ters on Thursday night, they 
had every available resource 
out opening roads and en-
suring everything was safe 
for people to move about 
their neighborhoods as they 
could. Woodbury police 
and Washington County 
Sheriffs officers assisted 
in shutting down access to 
the area from storm chasers 

and gawkers while allow-
ing residents to access and 
assess their properties with 
minimal interruptions. Fire 
departments from Newport, 
St. Paul Park, Woodbury 
and Lake Elmo also assist-
ed along with Washington 
County Public Works. The 
city staff were done with the 
initial road opening process 
by 11:00 p.m. and they re-
turned to work by 7:00 a.m. 
to finish the process.

“Our community came 
together in a powerful 
way after the storm! Wit-
nessing neighbors helping 
neighbors was truly inspir-
ing.” Mayor Myron Bailey 
shared, “I want to thank the 
citizens of Cottage Grove, 
specifically those in the 
hardest hit areas. I was able 
to personally witness neigh-
bors helping neighbors this 
evening, while I was out 
checking the damage and 
offering help. I am so proud 
of our community! With 
events like this… We see 
the best in each of us!”

Finalizing the cleanup 
will take weeks and re-
pairing the damage to the 
area homes will likely take 
months if not a year from 

start to finish. Some of the 
worst hit homes were de-
clared condemned until an 
engineer could assess the 
current state of the home 
from a safety standpoint. 
That means homeowners 
cannot enter the property to 
retrieve needed items until 
there is a basic inspection. 

The city will be con-
ducting curbside pickup of 
private tree debris result-
ing from the recent storm. 
Please place your debris 
parallel to the curb for re-
moval by October 1, 2024. 
Size of the branches is not 
a concern. City staff will be 
conducting periodic sweeps 
to collect debris. No pri-
or scheduling is necessary, 
this is a free service to resi-
dents. Additionally, the city 
will be removing or trim-
ming damaged boulevard 
trees located within the city 
right-of-way.

If residents wish to expe-
dite this process and haul 
the debris away themselves, 
the Rumpca Compost Site 
will accept the debris free 
of charge, residents just 
need to mention it is from 
the storm cleanup. 
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MY View BY JOHN McLOONE

Don’t trust Big Water
Ever since people started 

buying in plastic bottles what 
comes out of the tap for little 
or nothing, I’ve been skepti-
cal.

Little did I know, there was 
an enemy lurking somewhere 
in the H20.

I’m not a huge consumer 
of water. When I see people 
that walk around with these 
enormous jugs and try to 
consume it all throughout the 
day, I wonder how they get 
anything done, since they’ve 
got to be in the restroom half 
the time.

I’m a fickle consumer of 
beverages. There are bever-
ages that I like, and they have 
flavor. I’ve never been one to 
attempt to drown myself for 
the sake of getting that gallon 

of water consumed. 
I drink lots of coffee, and 

that has water in it, so I’m 
not completely dehydrating 
myself. And who thinks it’s a 
good idea to have to deal with 
all these empty plastic bottles 
we’re leaving behind? I’ll tell 
you who? Big Water.

Thirty years ago, you would 
have thought the idea of sell-
ing plastic bottles of water 
would be an insane business 
decision, doomed to quickly 
fail. Big Water found a way.

In my own world, when 
I’m offered a bottle, I often 
respond, “I don’t trust Big 
Water.” I must have said it 
around the wrong person, be-
cause Big Water had it in for 
me.

I’m recovering as we speak 

from what I consider to be a 
direct attack from Big Water. 
I spent two weeks traveling 
between my recliner and an-
other important room in my 
house fighting off a parasite, 
cryptosporidium, which most 
likely attacks through drink-
ing water. Health officials 
worked to find a direct link 
as to where it came from, but 
it’s a mystery. I told them I 
thought it was a direct attack 
from Big Water.

I had a vague memory of 
cryptosporidium, as I lived 
outside of Milwaukee in the 
1990s when the city’s water 
system was contaminated 
with it. Hundreds got sick 
and many people died. By 
the time tests results finally 
uncovered this monster lurk-

ing within me, I was actual-
ly relieved. I will tell you, 
however, that if I wasn’t just 
an isolate case, we’d be in 
trouble. The drug that treats 
it is extremely hard to find. 
When it was backordered, my 
wife-turned-nurse scoured 
pharmacies in two states and 
found just two doses.

I now know the absolute 
power Big Water wields. Fill 
your jugs folks, drink until 
you’re about to explode. You 
won’t get any criticism from 
me. Water is only $3.50 for 
two 16-ounce bottles. What 
a deal! Buy it now. Scrunch 
that bottle when you’re done 
and get that in the landfill.

Big Water has silenced me 
for now, so you won’t get any 
criticism here.

COUNTY BOARD FROM PAGE 1

County Board approves 
annual report for develop-
ment agency

Also in news from the Aug. 
27 regular board meeting, the 
Washington County Board of 
Commissioners approved the 
county Community Devel-
opment Agency (CDA) 2023 
Consolidated Annual Perfor-
mance and Evaluation Report 
for submission to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD).

A means to communicate 
to the HUD and policymak-
ers how funds are spent and 
the impact the programs 
make in the community, the 
Consolidated Annual Perfor-
mance and Evaluation Report 
(CAPER) details Washington 
County’s progress toward 
meeting the goals outlined in 
Washington County’s 2020-
2024 Consolidated Plan and 
projects undertaken with 
2023 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) 
and the Home Investment 
Partnerships (HOME) pro-
gram funds.

Included among Washing-
ton County’s Program Year 
2023 accomplishments nine 
home improvement loans 
that achieved construction 
completion; street and pub-
lic improvements in the city 
of Landfall; public improve-
ments by Rise, Inc at their 
Cottage Grove and Forest 
Lake facilities; land acqui-
sition and new rental con-
struction by MWF Properties; 
new construction of homes in 
St. Paul Park by Habitat for 
Humanity; and Two Rivers 
Community Land Trust ac-
quisition and improvements 
of six single family homes 
scattered throughout Wash-
ington County for sale to in-
come-eligible households. 

Utilizing Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds, Washington 
County Community Services 
also provided resources for 
homelessness prevention to 
3,188 people. An addition-
al eight households that had 
fallen behind on their mort-
gage payments because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic were 
provided emergency mort-
gage assistance grants.

The draft CAPER was re-
leased for public comment 
and published on the CDA 
website Aug. 2 with instruc-
tions on how to comment. The 
public comment period closed 
Aug. 20. The CDA conducted 
a public hearing at its Aug. 20 
meeting. No public comments 
were received at the public 
hearing or during the public 
comment period.

The CAPER and certifi-
cations will be submitted to 
HUD by Sept. 28. The full 
report can be viewed on the 
CDA’s website at www.wash-
ingtoncountycda.org, along 
with Open to Business Pro-
gram, Rent Cafe, and subsi-
dized as well as senior hous-
ing properties.

County Board receives 
GFOA Triple Crown awards

Recognized for its finan-
cial reporting, meanwhile, the 
Washington County Board 
of Commissioners was pre-
sented with awards from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) Aug. 

27, representing the “Triple 
Crown” for financial report-
ing. 

The awards are for:
• Certificate of Achieve-

ment for Excellence in Finan-
cial Reporting for the 2022 
Annual Comprehensive Fi-
nancial Report (ACFR).

• Award for the 2022 Out-
standing Achievement in Pop-
ular Annual Financial Report-
ing (PAFR).

• Distinguished Budget Pre-
sentation Award for the 2024 
budget.

The award for the 2022 An-
nual Comprehensive Finan-
cial Report (ACFR) marks 
the 38th consecutive year that 
the county has received the 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Award. The award 
is intended to recognize and 
encourage excellence in fi-
nancial reporting by state and 
local governments. The coun-
ty’s consistent participation 
in the program demonstrates 
its commitment to quality fi-
nancial management practices 
and open and clear communi-
cation with its residents. The 
award has a direct impact 
when rating agencies assess 
the county’s financial practic-
es during bond issuance.

This is the fifth consecu-
tive year the county has re-
ceived the GFOA Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in 
the 2022 Popular Annual Fi-
nancial Reporting (PAFR). 
The PAFR is designed to be 
readily accessible and easily 
understandable to the public. 
It aims to reduce jargon and 
technical language, and in-
cludes charts and graphs to 
assist users in understanding 
the financial position of the 
county.

The board also received the 
GFOA Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for the 
county’s 2024 budget. The 
2024 award marks the 27th 
consecutive year of receiv-
ing the award. To receive the 
award, the budget document 
is submitted to the GFOA and 
goes through peer reviews to 
determine if the quality of the 
document meets the nation-
ally recognized standards for 
effective budget presentation. 
The county document must 
also meet 14 mandatory crite-
ria on which it is rated.

The budget satisfies nation-
ally recognized guidelines as:

• A policy document
• A financial plan
• An operations guide
• A communications device
Washington County is one 

of only a small number of 
counties in Minnesota and 
the U.S. to receive these three 
awards.

The GFOA’s Triple Crown 
recognizes governments that 
have received all three of 
these awards.

The award program began 
in 1998 and is the only nation-
al awards program in govern-
mental budgeting.

Family Health Nurse Su-
pervisor Tyler Roenicke 
named Minnesota Counties 
and Computer Cooperative 
Member of the Year

As for news from Aug. 27, 
the Washington County Board 
of Commissioners recognized 
Family Health Nursing Su-

pervisor Tyler Roenicke as 
the Minnesota Counties and 
Computer Cooperative Mem-
ber of the Year Aug. 27. 

Public Health & Envi-
ronment is a member of the 
MnCCC, which works with 
all Minnesota counties as a 
joint powers organization fa-
cilitating services and training 
related to software solutions. 

Each year MnCCC awards 
a Member of the Year to an 
individual whose outstanding 
dedication and service to the 
mission and vision of MnC-
CC is recognized and felt by 
the Board, staff, and MnCCC 
members. 

Over the last year, Roe-
nicke has spent significant 
time and energy supporting 
the Community Health Ser-
vices (CHS) User Group and 
the PH-Doc Software used 
by nearly 40 counties across 
the state. Roenicke’s work 
has impacted various PH-Doc 
efforts, including the PH-Doc 
roadmap committee and the 
recent Title V Grant Report-
ing Standardization. Roe-
nicke participates in the CHS 
User Group and the Enhance-
ment Committee meetings 
and activities. He is dedicated 
to sharing information among 
users to support continued 
learning, encouraging innova-
tion, and advocating for using 
new and best practices across 
the electronic health record 
documentation continuum. 
Because of his continued 
commitment to making PH-
Doc a more accessible, us-
er-friendly, and cost-effective 
product, MnCCC has chosen 
to recognize Tyler Roenicke 
as the 2024 Member of the 
Year.

St. Croix Bluffs Regional 
Park to get new play equip-
ment

For young outdoors enthu-
siasts, St. Croix Bluffs Re-
gional Park will have new 
play equipment installed to 
replace the aging play equip-
ment in the hilltop area of the 
park. 

The Washington County 
Board of Commissioners ap-
proved a $283,255.02 pur-
chase order with Landscape 
Structures for the play equip-
ment and a $361,300.03 pur-
chase order with Flagship 
Recreation for the installation 
of the new play equipment 
Aug. 27. Metropolitan Coun-
cil grants will fund the pur-
chase orders.

The new play equipment 
includes nature-themed 
equipment and will empha-
size inclusive play. The new 
play container will be 100% 
poured-in-place rubber sur-
facing, which promotes ac-
cessibility. 

Valley Friendship Club was 
engaged as part of the play-
ground design process and the 
feedback received was incor-
porated into the final design 
concept. 

The existing St. Croix 
Bluffs Regional Park play-
ground equipment was in-
stalled in 1999. The current 
playground is characterized 
by outdated equipment, sand 
surfacing, and mature oak 
trees which provide natural 
shade for kids and caretakers. 
Construction is anticipated to 
be completed in early summer 

2025.
JM Hauling, LLC to com-

plete of river trail stabili-
zation project at St. Croix 
Bluffs Regional Park

Also planned for St. Croix 
Bluff Regional Park, the 
Washington County Board of 
Commissioners approved a 
$128,851.63 contract with JM 
Hauling, LLC for the stabili-
zation of the river trail at St. 
Croix Bluffs Regional Park. 

The project will address 
erosion by stabilizing the ra-
vine below the park’s camp-
ground and repairing a failing 
culvert at the eastern end of 
the ravine. Funding comes 
from the Watershed Based 
Implementation Funding 
(WBIF) grant program, which 
helps local governments tack-
le important water quality is-
sues based on a watershed’s 
highest priorities. The WBIF 
program is administered 
through the Minnesota Board 
of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR).

The South Washington Wa-
tershed District is supporting 
this contract by providing the 
grant’s required local match 
of up to $30,000, or approxi-
mately 20 percent of the proj-
ect’s construction. Bids for 
the project were opened on 
Aug. 6 and JM Hauling, LLC 
had the lowest and compliant 
bid.

Forest Lake Contracting, 
Inc to complete North En-
vironmental Center connec-
tion to State Highway 61

North at Forest Lake, the 
Board of Commissioners ap-
proved a contract with Forest 
Lake Contracting, Inc. to con-
nect the North Environmen-
tal Center to State Highway 
61 and Headwaters Parkway 
Aug. 27. 

The $1,351,390.85 contract 
for Bid Package 3 will include 
the construction of a future 
city street that will connect 
the new site to the intersec-
tion of State Highway 61 and 
Headwaters Parkway, and the 
necessary modifications re-
quired at the existing traffic 
signal. It also includes a fiber 
communications connection 
to the new environmental 
center building. 

The environmental center 
building is nearing comple-
tion with an expected occu-
pancy this fall. Following a 
2017 study, the County Board 
directed staff to develop a 
North Environmental Center 
(household hazardous waste 
facility) to service the north-
ern portion of Washington 
County. The new center will 
allow residents in the north-
ern part of Washington Coun-
ty to dispose of hazardous 
materials, electronics, and 
other items that don’t belong 
in the trash. 

Bids for Bid Package 3 
were opened on Aug. 6 and 
the county received six bids. 
Forest Lake Contracting, Inc. 
was the lowest bid, meeting 
all bid requirements.

County recognized for 
five Minnesota Association 
of Government Commu-
nicators Northern Lights 
Awards

In staff recognitions, the 
Washington County Board of 
Commissioners recognized 
staff Aug. 27 for receiving 

five awards at the Minneso-
ta Association of Govern-
ment Communicators annu-
al awards banquet that took 
place this July. 

The Northern Lights Con-
test recognizes outstanding 
work in Minnesota’s govern-
ment, educational and non-
profit communications, and 
provides valuable feedback 
for all entries from the com-
munications professionals 
who judge the contest.

The following awards were 
awarded:

• First place Northern Light 
Award in the General Publica-
tion category for the Library’s 
2024-2028 Strategic Plan.

• First place Northern Light 
Award in the Public Informa-
tion Project category for Pub-
lic Health and Environment’s 
Recycling Matters campaign, 
done in collaboration between 
Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, 
Ramsey, Scott and Washing-
ton counties. 

• First place Northern Light 
Award in the Logo, Illustra-
tion, or Graphic category for 
the Parks animal stickers col-
lection developed by the Of-
fice of Administration. 

• First place Northern Light 
Award in the Website Design 
or Redesign category for the 
Office of Administration’s 
redesign of WashNet, the 
county’s employee intranet 
system. 

• Silver Award in the Writ-
ing category for the Compre-
hensive Website Evaluation 
Request for Proposal devel-
oped by the Office of Admin-
istration. 

County Board continues 
review of 2025 budget

Closing out news from the 
Aug. 27 board meeting, the 
Board of Commissioners, in 
a livestreamed and record-
ed workshop, continued its 
review of the county’s 2025 
recommended budget.

The initial budget work-
shop, available in the County 
Board livestream archives, 
was Aug. 6 and provided an 
overview of a recommended 
budget for 2025.

The board will hear presen-
tations from each county de-
partment between Aug. 6 and 
Sept. 3. The Aug. 27 presen-
tations were from the Library 
and Law Library and Property 
Records and Taxpayer Ser-
vices Department.

The overall county budget 
recommended by the Office 
of Administration includes a 
5.9% levy increase to $139.3 
million. If the recommended 
levy is adopted, a median-val-
ued home, worth $412,000, 
would see a 3.2% increase 
in county property taxes, to-
taling about $30 more for 
2025. The county has the sec-
ond-lowest tax rate and the 
third-lowest property tax levy 
per capita in the seven-county 
metro area.

The Library has eight phys-

ical branches across the coun-
ty, provides Library Express 
lockers for material pickup in 
Marine on St. Croix, Hugo, 
and Newport, and supports 
its digital branch that holds 
its website, catalog of mate-
rials, email, and online chat 
services.

Checkouts at county library 
branches in 2024 are on pace 
to match 2023, new library 
card registrations are exceed-
ing pre-pandemic levels, and 
the Library continues to ex-
pand the number of perform-
ers and events offered to those 
of all ages. Use of digital 
checkouts continues to grow 
for library users. Key factors 
impacting the 2025 budget 
are rising costs of materials 
and investments in that im-
prove access and reduce bar-
riers to library services.

The Property Records and 
Taxpayers Services Depart-
ment provides a wide variety 
of mandated and core services 
in five locations throughout 
Washington County. It is pro-
jected in 2025 that the Prop-
erty Records and Taxpayer 
Services Department will:

• Oversee property records 
of 119,100 parcels

• Collect $675 million in 
property taxes

• Conduct 254,650 transac-
tions in licensing centers

• Support 186,000 regis-
tered voters

• Record 50,000 documents
The department’s services 

are provided in the Govern-
ment Center in Stillwater, and 
service centers in Stillwater, 
Forest Lake, Woodbury, and 
Cottage Grove.

All budget presentations 
can be found on the coun-
ty website. Archived lives-
treamed meetings may be 
found on the county website 
at washingtoncountymn.gov/
countyboard. Budget docu-
ments presented at the work-
shops may be found at wash-
ingtoncountymn.gov/budget.

The board will follow a 
budget calendar through ear-
ly December, which will in-
clude:

• Sept. 24: Set a preliminary 
levy

• Oct. 1: Review the coun-
ty’s five-year capital improve-
ment plan

• Nov. 12: Conduct a public 
hearing on the five-year capi-
tal improvement plan

• Nov. 26: Conduct a public 
hearing on the proposed 2024 
budget and levy; the public 
hearing will occur after 6 p.m.

• Dec. 17: Adopt a bud-
get and property tax levy 
for 2024, and the capital im-
provement plan

The Washington Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 
meet most Tuesdays at 9 a.m. 
in the board room at 14949 
62nd Street North in Stillwa-
ter. The public is welcome to 
attend.
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By Jill 
Pertler

Slices 
of Life

The following excerpts were originally published as part of 
the 1992 Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park Master Plan, 
laying out the rationale for additional nature space.

Washington County Park Facility Trends
A survey of leisure activities in the Twin Cities area, con-

ducted by the Metropolitan Council in 1983, reinforces the need 
for park and open space development. According to the survey, 
picnicking, walking, swimming, and biking, each ranked within 
the 70th percentile for leisure activity interests by those sur-
veyed. Fishing and camping were within the sixtieth percentile 
cross-country skiing within the 50th, and non-power boating, 
the 40th percentile. This trend is reinforced by the 1990 Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation 
Plan (SCORP) Analysis, which designated state resident’s de-
sired activities.

Park User Desires by Activity
The Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park (CGRRP) will 

be accessible by cars, school buses, and bicycles. Regional ac-
cess for vehicles may be gained by using Interstate 494, Trunk 
Highways 61 and 10, in combination with County Road 19 and 
Point Douglas Drive. This roadway system will provide easy 
access from the primary and secondary service areas. In addi-
tion, County Road 19 has county designated bike lanes.

Needs Summary
Based upon the natural resources and regional needs justifi-

cation, the following conclusions are drawn:
1. Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park will protect a repre-

sentation of the Mississippi River floodplain and lightly glaci-
ated landscape types (text continues).

2. In 1986, the County Board of Commissioners adopted a 
Recreation Open Space System Plan for Washington County. 
The plan was developed through the public meeting process to 
chart a course for future acquisition and development of rec-
reation and open space. During the site selection process for 
the systems plan, which consisted of applying sequential re-
views of goals, policies, site selection criteria and citizen input, 
CGRRP was identified as being an important component of the 
county/regional park system.

The primary population base served by CGRRP is of small 
size; however, this population is witnessing consistent growth 

Map Courtesy Washington County.
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Ravine Park: the initial report

We are all broken. Some have just a dent in the fender; oth-
ers need a whole new transmission. 

We are dinged, bent, damaged, hurt, cracked, confused, 
crushed and cut to the quick.

Because life will sometimes do that to you - to me - to all 
of us. 

It changes us. It challenges us. It tosses us into the deep 
dark waters during a violent tempest because we were meant to 
whirl with the waves and experience the storm. 

And the storm changes us in ways we never would have 
imagined. It leaves us broken - in tiny or all-encompassing 
ways.

We often try to hide this. The broken pieces that reside with-
in us. But people are smart. They see through our forced smile, 
our transparent armor, and they want to help.

They want to fix it.
I’ve thought about this and I think it’s simply a part of hu-

man nature - to want to heal the hurts in others - to make every-
thing okay. To fix them.

Thing is, there is no undoing what’s been done. There is no 
changing the dings and the scrapes and the collisions we’d had 
in life. They exist as sure as the sunrise and sunset, and they 
can’t be erased. 

And they needn’t be. They shouldn’t be.
Because our experiences, our past - good and bad - aren’t 

supposed to be overlooked, ignored or erased. They happened 
for a reason. And that reason - however cliche -  made us the 
person we are today - scars and all. 

But here’s something I’ve observed about scars and human 
nature and the troubles we all encounter in life:

Sometimes I just want to talk about mine. Sometimes I want 
to unload. Sometimes it feels like a relief to talk about these 
things out loud. Maybe it lessens them. Maybe it makes them 
more real - or less real. 

Maybe it just helps to share. But here’s the crux: sometimes 
sharing is all I want to do. I’m not necessarily looking for a fix, 
because there often is no fix, and I’m guessing when you share 
like this, you aren’t looking to be fixed, either.

We tend to listen with the intent of responding and that in-
volves solving or fixing. There’s nothing inherently wrong with 
this, it’s just not what most people want or need.

We don’t necessarily want, much less need, a response. 

We’ve probably already heard them all already. What we 
need is to be heard. We want someone to listen without 
judgement, but even as importantly, without providing solu-
tions that we’ve most likely already thought of ourselves.

I guess I’m just thinking out loud here, because I’ve got as 
much to learn here as anyone else. I’m venting, if you will. 
And in that, I’m not looking for a quick fix from anyone. I 
am realizing I need to/want to be more mindful (not to men-
tion silent) when others confide in me. I’m going to try to 
remember my own advice and not give unwarranted advice. 
(Or at least ask if my advice is wanted.)

Times of trouble can be very large and very lonely. It is 
during those times we aren’t necessarily looking for solu-
tions or problem-solving. People confiding in us don’t al-
ways need ideas about new hobby suggestions, church lo-
cations or places to meet new people. Maybe they aren’t 
looking for any of that

Maybe, instead they are looking (we all are looking) sim-
ply for an ear. Maybe they are looking for the opposite of a 
quick fix. Maybe what they need most is a silent, supportive 
friend who has no need to fix because they love us just as we 

are, cracks and all.
Wouldn’t that be awesome?

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist, pub-
lished playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

which is projected to continue beyond the year 2000. The 
park’s secondary service area includes suburban and urban 
areas of Washington, Dakota, and Ramsey Counties. This ar-
ea’s population base represents approximately one-half that 
of the total general use area population.

CGRRP is accessible by car, bicycle, and hiking through-
out its primary and second service area. County and state 
highways allow minimal to moderate travel times in reach-
ing CGRRP from population concentrations.

Up-to-date user surveys for other Washington County re-
gional and county facilities indicate rapidly increasing use. 
CGRRP will complement other county facilities and provide 
additional capacity. This capacity is especially important 
when considering resource-based activities such as picnick-
ing, trail development, and interpretative facilities.

Park Boundary (existing)
The establishment of boundaries for CGRRP, to a great 

extent, have been completed. In 1967, Washington County 
showed CGRRP, then called site #26 as part of their com-
prehensive plan. In 1972, the County hired Urban Planning 
and Design Inc., to develop a concept plan for CGRRP, at 
that time called Cottage Grove Valley Park. In 1973, the 
Metropolitan Council declared that Cottage Grove Park had 
regional significance. CGRRP was included in the “The Re-
gional Open Space System Plan for Washington County,” 
approved by the Metropolitan Council in October 1975. By 
1975, three hundred twenty-five acres of the current four 
hundred and fifty had been acquired. Both the Washington 
County Board and Metropolitan Council approved a master 
plan prepared by the Washington County Planning Depart-
ment, 1982. In 1985, a boundary amendment was approved 
by the Washington County Board and Metropolitan Council 
establishing the boundary we are currently reviewing.

Presently (as of 1992), the critical issue is to establish 
whether the properties shown in the 1985 boundary amend-
ment for acquisition should be acquired, and if acquired, 
will the resource be protected and its integrity be preserved. 
Consideration should be given as to whether or not acquiring 
these properties would 0cause major dislocation or econom-
ic strife for the local community…

  --https://collection.mndigital.org
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Thursday, Sept. 5
Baby Storytime
9:45–10:15 a.m. - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Join us in singing, talking, 
reading, writing, and play-
ing at this inclusive, lap sit 
Storytime for families with 
ages 0-3. This is a time 
for you and your baby to 
bond with one another 
through early literacy ac-
tivities. It’s also an oppor-
tunity for you to meet new 
friends in a welcoming 
environment. This Story-
time is recommended for 
soon-to-be parents, de-
velopmental ages 0-3, and 
their grown-ups (siblings 
always welcome). You are 
encouraged to attend the 
Storytime that best meets 
your family’s developmen-
tal needs. Registration is 
not required.

Storytime
10:30–11 a.m. - R. H. Staf-

ford Library, 8595 Central 
Park Place, Woodbury

Sing, talk, read, write, 
and play with us at Story-
time in the R.H. Stafford 
Library Children’s Area. 
Storytime is a great op-
portunity to meet new 
friends, socialize, and 
strengthen early literacy 
skills. Registration is not 
required. This Storytime is 
recommended for children 
ages 2-6 and their grown-
ups!

Food Truck Thursdays 
at Cottage Grove City 
Hall

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. – Cottage 
Grove City Hall, 12800 Ra-
vine Parkway S., Cottage 
Grove

Beginning May 2, there 
will be a food truck weekly 
for residents and visitors 
to enjoy. This Thursday, 
enjoy “Eggroll Queen.”

Cottage Grove Farmers 
Market

2:30–6:30 p.m. – United 
Church of Christ, 7008 La-
mar Ave. S., Cottage Grove

The Cottage Grove 
Farmers Market occurs 

every Thursday between 
the hours of 2:30-6:30 
p.m. from June 20-Oct. 
10, 2024 in the parking lot 
of the United Church of 
Christ. Find fresh fruit and 
vegetables like rhubarb, 
green onions, sugar snap 
peas, kale, basil, kohlra-
bi, dill, potatoes, toma-
toes, pumpkins and more 
throughout the growing 
season will be available. 
Buy honey, pickles, jams, 
jellies, salsas, freshly 
roasted coffee, macarons, 
micro greens, freeze dried 
foods, pop up greeting 
cards and more! The mar-
ket has staple food trucks 
that typically come every 
week such as the Eggroll 
Queen.

Contraption Club
3:30–5 p.m. - Park Grove 

Library, 7900 Hemingway 
Ave. S., Cottage Grove

Children ages 9-12 are 
welcome to learn how to 
use a variety of technolo-
gies including 3D printers, 
a Glowforge laser cutter, 
a Cricut machine, an em-
broidery machine, Tinker-
Cad, AdaFruit, and much 
more. No prior experience 
is required, librarians are 
on hand to assist you with 
the project of the day or 
free exploration. Limit to 
nine participants at a time. 
If over nine participants, 
the class will rotate partic-
ipants every 45 minutes. 
No registration is required. 
This class is on a first-
come basis.

Yoga in the Park
6–7 p.m. - Lake Elmo 

Park Reserve, 1515 Keats 
Ave. N., Lake Elmo

Reconnect with the 
rhythms of nature as you 
flow through a variety of 
yoga poses under the open 
sky with Yoga in the Park! 
Embrace the tranquility 
of outdoor yoga and find 
your inner balance while 
soaking in the beauty of 
your surroundings. All lev-
els are welcome to join in 
this uplifting experience 
and the revitalizing jour-
ney of mind, body, and na-

ture. For more information 
go to WashingtonCoun-
tyMN.gov.

Friday, Sept. 6
On Our Quilt Time
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Do you have a quilting 
project you are working 
on? Join fellow quilters for 
camaraderie, inspiration, 
and ideas. Bring your own 
sewing machine and proj-
ect supplies. Come and go 
as needed. No registration 
required.

Storytime
10:30–11 a.m. - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Join us in singing, 
talking, reading, writing, 
and playing at this inclu-
sive, welcoming Storytime 
for families. This Story-
time focuses on concepts 
such as life skills, emo-
tions, community, family, 
and kindness. Storytime is 
your opportunity to meet 
new friends, socialize, and 
strengthen early litera-
cy skills. Activities during 
and after Storytime are 
designed to strengthen 
fine and large motor skills. 
Grown-ups are encour-
aged to actively partici-
pate alongside the chil-
dren they bring (modeling 
is one of the best ways to 
influence behavior). Please 
limit discussion between 
grown-ups until Storytime 
has finished. Registration 
is not required. We will 
meet in the children’s area. 
This Storytime is recom-
mended for developmen-
tal ages birth-8 and their 
grown-ups!

Family Art Cart
11 a.m. to noon - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Every Friday following 
Storytime we will spend 
time making art at Park 
Grove Library. Registration 
is not required. This event 
is recommended for fami-
lies with children ages 3-12 
and will relate to the Sto-
rytime theme of the day.

Saturday, Sept. 7
Bird Hike
8–10 a.m. – Carpenter 

Nature Center, 12805 St. 
Croix Trail S., Hastings

Learn to identify birds 
with local experts. Binocu-
lars and field guides avail-
able or bring your own. 
Pre-registration required 
– Call 651-437-4359. Cost 
is $5 per person or free 
for Friends of CNC, SCVBC 
and students.

Cottage Grove Parkruns 
– Weekly 5k

9–10 a.m. – Cottage 
Grove Parks

Parkruns are free weekly 
community events held all 
around the world on Sat-
urday mornings. Parkrun 
events are 5ks and are 
meant to be a positive, 
welcoming and inclusive 
experience for all. There 
is no time limit, and no 
one finishes last. Whether 
you walk, jog, volunteer or 
spectate, all are welcome 
on Saturdays at Kingston 
Park for a Parkrun! Free to 
the public.

Parkruns found at par-
ticipating local parks:

9-10 a.m. – Kingston 
Park, 9195 75th St. S., Cot-
tage Grove

9–10 a.m. – Hamlet Park, 
8883 Hamlet Ave. S.., Cot-
tage Grove

Bike with a Ranger 
9–11 a.m. – Levee Park, 

20 Ramsey St., Hastings
Bike with a Ranger is a 

way to explore the Missis-
sippi River and Hastings 
Trails along the 10-mile 
loop. Led by a Park Rang-
er, participants will learn 
about history and wildlife 
at easily accessible points 
by bicycle. The ride be-
gins at Levee Park, which 
opened in 2016 as part of 
the “Riverfront Renais-
sance” that showcases a 

pavilion overlooking the 
Mississippi River. This ride 
is also on the Mississippi 
River Trail, which ultimate-
ly follows the river roughly 
600 miles from its source 
at Itasca State Park to the 
Iowa border. This event is 
free to the public and is 
recommended for teens 
and adults.

Fix-it Clinic
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. – En-

vironmental Center, 4039 
Cottage Grove Drive, 
Woodbury

Don’t trash it, fix it! Join 
Washington County Fix-it 
Clinic volunteers as they 
assist with simple repairs 
and maintenance of ev-
eryday items. Last item 
accepted at 1:30 p.m.

22nd Annual Bluegrass 
Festival

2–6 p.m. – Lake Elmo 
Park Reserve, 1515 Keats 
Ave. N., Lake Elmo

At the South Pavilion in 
Lake Elmo Park Reserve, 
join Washington Coun-
ty for the 22nd annual 
Bluegrass Festival. Enjoy 
the community, the great 
outdoors, and the home-
grown bluegrass music. 
It’s our way of celebrating 
a successful summer sea-
son and giving thanks to 
everyone for supporting 
Washington County Parks.

Campfire Programs – 
Bugs! Presented by Bruce 
the Bug Guy

7–8 p.m. – St. Croix 
Bluffs Regional Park, 10191 
St. Croix Trail S., Hastings

Join area naturalists 
at outdoor park amphi-
theaters for an engaging 
nature program. Each 
program will present live 
creatures, facts, and/or ex-
hibits for hands-on, family 
learning. Programs include 
a bonfire when conditions 
allow. Bench seating and 
grassy areas are available. 
Visitors are more than wel-
come to bring camp chairs 
and blankets for comfort. 
All campfire programs are 
free to campers and visi-
tors with a vehicle permit 
($7/day or $30/annual).

Monday, Sept. 9
Baby Storytime
10:30–11 a.m. - R. H. Staf-

ford Library, 8595 Central 
Park Place, Woodbury

Join us for an interactive 
Storytime for babies and 
their grownups! We’ll share 
books, songs, rhymes, and 
more to practice early lit-
eracy skills. After Story-
time, stay for a play and 
social time designed just 
for babies. Baby Story-
time is recommended for 
developmental ages 0-24 
months. Everyone is al-
ways welcome. Registra-
tion is not required.

Library Play Date
10:30 a.m. to noon - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Stop by for the oppor-
tunity to play with your 
child(ren) in a literacy-fo-
cused environment. Each 
week will feature a vari-
ety of activities designed 
to strengthen fine motor 
skills, large motor skills 
and early literacy develop-
ment. You may even meet 
a new friend or discover 
a new activity you enjoy! 
This inclusive, welcoming 
program is recommended 
for developmental ages 
0-8 and their grown-ups 
(siblings always welcome). 
No registration required.

Crafty Needles
6–8 p.m. - Park Grove 

Library, 7900 Hemingway 
Ave. S., Cottage Grove

Do you have a project 
you are working on that 
uses needles – knitting, 
crocheting, embroidery? 
Join fellow enthusiasts 
camaraderie, inspiration, 
and ideas. Bring your own 
project supplies. Come 
and go as you wish. Join 
the fun!

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Blazing Needles

9:30 a.m. – noon - Park 
Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Do you have a nee-
dlework project you are 
working on? Join fellow 
enthusiasts for camarade-
rie, inspiration, and ideas. 
Bring your own project 
supplies. Come and go as 
you wish. Join the fun!

Storytime
10:30–11 a.m. - R. H. Staf-

ford Library, 8595 Central 
Park Place, Woodbury

Sing, talk, read, write, 
and play with us at Sto-
rytime in the Children’s 
Area. Storytime is a great 
opportunity to meet new 
friends, socialize, and 
strengthen early literacy 
skills. Registration is not 
required; recommended 
for children ages 2-6 and 
their grown-ups!

Memory Café hosted by 
FamilyMeans

1–2 p.m. - R. H. Stafford 
Library, 8595 Central Park 
Place, Woodbury

Memory Café is a wel-
coming place for those 
with memory loss, such 
as Alzheimer’s and other 
forms of dementia, and 
their caregivers. Cafés oc-
cur on the second Tuesday 
of each month, providing 
those in the community 
support and opportuni-
ties to connect with others 
facing similar challenges. 
To register, contact Jen-
ny West at FamilyMeans 
at 651-789-4015. Funding 
to support Washington 
County Memory Cafés is 
provided in part by the 
Washington County Local 
Public Health Grant. The 
Memory Café will meet in 
the glass study room at 
the North end of the build-
ing.

Let’s Make Stuff: Fall 
Gnome Décor

2 – 4 p.m. - R. H. Stafford 
Library, 8595 Central Park 
Place, Woodbury

Join us for Let’s Make 
Stuff! to get crafty and 
learn something new. In 
this class each partici-
pant will create their own 
Fall themed Gnome de-
cor! This would be a great 
way to say hello to the fall 
while also using up that 
old flannel shirt you have 
laying around. 

Let’s Make Stuff is a cre-
ative class for adults. Each 
class will feature a differ-
ent project. Class size is 
limited so registration is 
required. Register online 
or call your local branch. 
Before registering, please 
make sure you can at-
tend in person. If you can’t 
make it, please cancel 
your registration as soon 
as possible to give some-
one on the waiting list the 
chance to attend the class. 
This class will be repeat-
ed on Saturday, Sept. 14. 
Fine motor skills required 
for this class as we will be 
working with hot glue gun, 
scissors, and more.

Teen Game Night
3–4:30 p.m. - Park Grove 

Library, 7900 Hemingway 
Ave. S., Cottage Grove

Teens ages 12-18 are in-
vited to play video games, 
board games, study, and 
hang out in the large 
meeting room at Park 
Grove Library after school. 
Games will be provided. 
Bring your friends and 
come have fun! Registra-
tion not required.

 
Art Cart for Adults: Wa-

tercolor painting
6–7:30 p.m. - Park Grove 

Library, 7900 Hemingway 
Ave. S., Cottage Grove

Come experience the 
Art Cart at Park Grove 
Library. Programs with 
these carts will not be 
instructor led, but there 
will be some helpful infor-
mation. Participants are 
welcome to interact with 
art materials on the cart. 
This month, we’ll be paint-
ing with watercolors. This 
is a great opportunity to 
use your imagination and 

meet someone new. No 
registration is needed. For 
this activity, children over 
8 years of age are wel-
come as long as they are 
supervised by an adult. 
This program is funded 
with money from the Min-
nesota’s Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.

Wednesday, Sept. 11
Storytime
10:30–11 a.m. - Park 

Grove Library, 7900 Hem-
ingway Ave. S., Cottage 
Grove

Join us in singing, 
talking, reading, writing, 
and playing at this inclu-
sive, welcoming Storytime 
for families focusing on 
concepts such as life skills, 
emotions, our community, 
and kindness. Storytime is 
your opportunity to meet 
new friends, socialize, and 
strengthen early litera-
cy skills. Plus, there will 
be plenty of music (both 
singing and dancing va-
rieties). We will meet in 
the children’s area. Reg-
istration is not required. 
This Storytime is recom-
mended for developmen-
tal ages birth-8 and their 
grown-ups!

Criminal Legal Advice 
Clinics

10 a.m. to noon – Law 
Library, 14949 62nd St. N., 
Stillwater 

The Washington Coun-
ty Law Library provides 
weekly Criminal Legal 
Advice Clinics. The clinics 
assist residents navigating 
the Washington County 
judicial system. Each res-
ident will receive a free 
half-hour consultation 
with a volunteer attor-
ney from the Washington 
County Bar Association. 
Topics covered during 
the Criminal Legal Advice 
Clinics include traffic tick-
ets, criminal process, crim-
inal expungement, and 
DANCO order. If you have 
any questions, please call 
the Law Library at 651-
430-6330.

 
Park Grove Daytime 

Book Club
1–2:30 p.m. - Park Grove 

Library, 7900 Hemingway 
Ave. S., Cottage Grove

This month’s selection 
is “Giants in the Earth: 
A Saga of the Prairie” by 
O.E. Rolvaag. The Daytime 
Book Club at Park Grove 
Library meets on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each 
month at 1 p.m.  All are 
welcome!

Tween/Teen Dungeons 
& Dragons Club

1:30–3:30 p.m. - R. H. 
Stafford Library, 8595 
Central Park Place, Wood-
bury

Tweens and teens ages 
10 and up are invited 
to join the Dungeons & 
Dragons Club. This week-
ly event is an opportunity 
to enjoy social time with 
other young people while 
practicing reading, math, 
and cooperation skills. All 
programs are led by teen 
participants. Interested 
teens may be able to use 
their creativity to plan and 
lead adventures. Registra-
tion is required. We are 
signing participants up for 
an eight-week session and 
encourage you to attend 
all eight weeks if possible. 
No prior D&D experience 
is needed, but to ensure 
the best experience for 
everyone involved, we will 
not make exceptions to 
the minimum age require-
ment.

All materials are provid-
ed by R.H. Stafford Library 
and Woodbury & East 
Metro Homeschool Club, 
but participants are wel-
come to bring their own 
Player’s Handbook, char-
acter sheets, and dice.

Bingo! At the Muddy 
Cow

7 p.m. - Muddy Cow, 
7350 Hardwood Ct. S., 
Cottage Grove 

A $1000 Coverall game 
starts at 7 p.m.

What’s happening this week in Cottage Grove?

ARREST Report
Thursday, Aug. 22
• At 9:29 p.m., a juvenile 

male, 15, was arrested for 
warrant service – arrest.

Friday, Aug. 23
• At 4:48 p.m., Emma J. 

Carmona, 38, South Saint 
Paul, was arrested for traf-
fic – open bottle law; pos-
session, DWI – operating 
a motor-vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, DWI 
– operating a motor-vehi-
cle – alcohol concentration 
0.08 within two hours and 
DWI – refuse to submit to 
a chemical test; breath or 
test refusal or failure.

• At 5:46 p.m., Shannon 
M. Centracchio, 41, Cottage 
Grove, was arrested for 
warrant service – arrest.

Saturday, Aug. 24
• At 12:51 a.m., Jamya L. 

Poole, 19, Hastings, was ar-
rested for traffic – reckless 
driving; drives consciously 
disregarding a substantial 
or unjustifiable risk, fleeing 
a peace officer by a means 
other than a motor-vehicle 
and fleeing a peace officer 
in a motor-vehicle.

• At 8:40 p.m., Charles J. 
Schuck, 49, Saint Paul, was 
arrested for drivers’ licens-
es – driving without a valid 
license endorsement for ve-
hicle driven, motor-vehicle 
registration – operating un-
registered vehicle/without 
plates on public streets/
highways, traffic regulation 
– driver must carry proof of 
insurance when operating 
vehicle and traffic – driver’s 

license – driving after revo-
cation.

Sunday, Aug. 25
• At 7:07 p.m., Thurman 

L. Thomas, 63, NPA, was 
arrested for traffic – DWI 
– operating a motor-vehi-
cle under the influence of 
alcohol, traffic – DWI – op-
erating a motor-vehicle – 
alcohol concentration 0.08 
within two hours, traffic 
– DL – driving after cancel-
lation – inimical to public 
safety and traffic – open 
bottle law; possession.

Monday, Aug. 26
• At 9:11 a.m., Justin J. 

Juris, 31, Cottage Grove, 
was cited for traffic – DWI 
– operating a motor-vehi-
cle – alcohol concentration 
0.08 within two hours and 
traffic – DWI – operating a 
motor-vehicle under the in-
fluence of alcohol.

Tuesday, Aug. 27
• At 7:16 a.m., Elizabeth 

N. Bartlett, 29, Cottage 
Grove, was cited for neglect 
of a child – likely substan-
tial harm physical/emotion-
al health.

• At 7:17 a.m., Zachary 
N. Bartlett, 33, Cottage 
Grove, was cited for neglect 
of a child – likely substan-
tial harm physical/emotion-
al health.

• At 7:49 a.m., Lindsey I. 
Stein, 29, Cottage Grove, 
was cited for theft – take/
use/transfer movable prop-
erty without consent.

Thursday, Aug. 22
2:23 p.m. – Officers responded to a motor-vehicle ac-

cident with property damage at the intersection of 80th 
Street South and Hadley Avenue South.

ACCIDENT 
Report
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Departing from: Hastings, MN

1-800-795-8516 or 
507-288-1329

CALL TODAY FOR A DETAILED BROCHURE!

Oronoco, MN
MOTORCOACH TOURS INC.

ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches 

& Luggage Handling is included. 
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!

Check us out on the Web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com 
Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com

AUTUMN IN THE SMOKY MTS  ..................................................... OCTOBER 15 - 21, 2024  .................. $1869
CHRISTMAS BRANSON  ............................................................... NOVEMBER 6 - 10, 2024  ................. $1189
 CHRISTMAS BRANSON  .............................................................. NOVEMBER 14 - 17, 2024  ............... $999
 A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS IN NASHVILLE  ...................................... NOV 30 - DEC 5, 2024  ..................... $1909
‘CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD’ IN OMAHA, NE  ..................... DECEMBER 10 - 13, 2024  ................ $999
BENTLEYVILLE IN DULUTH  .......................................................... DECEMBER 11 - 13, 2024  ................ $659
FLORIDA - ORLANDO & PANAMA CITY BEACH  .............................. FEBRUARY 10 - 23, 2025  ................. $3325
COASTAL MISSISSIPPI - BILOXI  ................................................... MARCH 21 - 30, 2025  ..................... $2099
GOLFING IN THE OZARKS - BRANSON, MO  .................................. APRIL 10 - 13, 2025  ........................ $799
BRANSON MUSIC FEST  ............................................................... APRIL 24 - 27, 2025  ........................ $945
MYRTLE BEACH & CHARLESTON, SC  ............................................ APRIL 25 - MAY 4, 2025  .................. $2375
ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM  ..................................... MAY 6 - 10, 2025  ............................ $1175
HOLLAND, MI TULIP FESTIVAL  ..................................................... MAY 8 - 11, 2025  ............................ $1095
TRAVERSE CITY, MI  ..................................................................... MAY 19 - 24, 2025  .......................... $1410
SPRING MYSTERY - ALL NEW 8 DAY TOUR!  ................................... MAY 27 - JUNE 3, 2025  ................... $2030
NIAGARA FALLS, ONT  ................................................................. JUNE 3 - 8, 2025  ............................. $2079
MACKINAC ISLAND, MI  .............................................................. JUNE 13 - 15, 2025  ......................... $885
TRAINS IN THE COLORADO ROCKIES  ........................................... JUNE 13 - 22, 2025  ......................... $2795
NORWAY - COMPLETE PKG W/AIR  ............................................... JUNE 16 - 26, 2025  ......................... $5999
CANADIAN ROCKIES & CALGARY STAMPEDE  ............................... JULY 5 - 13, 2025 ............................ $2859
PACIFIC NORTHWEST  ................................................................. JULY 16 - AUG 2, 2025  .................... $4589
ALASKA - LAND & CRUISE - COMPLETE PKG W/AIR  ....................... JULY 29 - AUG 9, 2025 STARTING AT  ..... $6075
LAKE GENEVA, WI  ...................................................................... AUGUST 18 - 20, 2025  ..................... $939
“RIDE THE RAILS” IN WEST VIRGINIA  ........................................... AUGUST 22 - 28, 2025  ..................... $1999

ONLY A FEW 
SEATS LEFT ON 
SOME TOURS!

PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE MOVED INTO OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATION. OUR NEW ADDRESS IS: 
1460 CEDAR CENTER AVE SE ORONOCO, MN 55960

20 years ago
Aug. 25, 2004

Some headlines:
Overpass is delayed again: 

MnDOT now says opening 
might not be until Sept. 3 
(story by Colby Johnson)

Six schools in District 833 
come up short (story by Judy 
Spooner)

St. Paul Park’s bars can 
stay open until 2 a.m. (Story 
by Anthony Maggio)

Mainstreet Bank is robbed: 
Two men enter bank, wield 
guns before fleeing in vehicle 
(story by Chad Hjellming)

Winters will be missed in 
Grey Cloud: Treasurer ap-
plauded for work in prepar-
ing township’s budget (story 
by Colby Johnson)

City staff asked to lower 
levy: Council tells staff to 
lower the proposed levy, and 
has ideas for cuts

(story by Colby Johnson)

30 years ago
Aug. 31, 1994

Mentioned in “Briefly” 
on the front page, the Park 
and Woodbury senior high 
student councils planned 
to challenge the district’s 
grading system, fighting for 
weighted grades. Park High 
student council co-president 
Chris Reckinger explained 
the idea as applied to GPA 
credit earned in advanced 
classes.

“It should be fair,” he said. 
“It’s something both schools 
feel strongly about.”

Down on Jamaica Avenue, 
the landscape plan called for 
reconstruction, with 63 most-
ly oak shade trees and around 
90 flowering crabapple trees, 
with the cost projected to to-
tal $23,000.

Returning to grading, the 
District 833 School Board 
had voted down standardized 
Iowa Tests for grade 3, de-
spite a one-year moratorium 
on the issue. The vote meant 
that Iowa Tests would likely 
only apply to fifth and sev-
enth graders in the district.

40 years ago
WASHINGTON COUNTY 

BULLETIN
Aug. 30, 1984

Reported on by Larry Cor-
tese, a break in to a newly 
opened Astro Video store at 
7172 80th St. S. had been 
timed to coincide with a 
powerful rain and wind 
storm, “which, under nor-
mal circumstances,” might 
be thought to impact police 
response.

Unfortunately for the 
would be thief, several mis-
calculations had been made 
in his plan. The first was in 
using an ax or crowbar to at-
tempt to gain entry through 
a nearby wall, which turned 
out to hit a brick facade of 
the building extension, not 
the inside of the video office. 
The second was missing the 
office by around 10 feet. The 
third and final mistake to the 
would be thief’s plans was 
thinking police would be too 
tied up elsewhere to respond, 
with Officer David Hender-
son coming promptly.

Several VHS (Video Head 
System) tapes had fallen vic-
tim to the attempted break-in, 
however, littering the store 
floor near the wall when Hen-
derson arrived. 

The would be thief, how-
ever, was gone—defeated by 
working security alarms and 
a brick wall.

50 years ago
WASHINGTON COUNTY 

BULLETIN
Aug. 29, 1974

Reported on by Mary Ann 
Jurgens, the Cottage Grove 
Council chose to deny a spe-
cial use permit extension to 
Transcontinental Homes, 
having previously okayed 
an 1,800-unit PUD includ-
ing patio homes, apartments, 
townhouses and single fam-
ily homes, located on 110 
acres between 90th Street 
and Highway 61.

In making its denial, the 
council stated that the com-
munity had already expe-
rienced one bankruptcy in 
the Vern Donnay Summer-
hill development near 70th 
Street, the council preferring 
to see what happened with 
a related company named 
Trans-Urban on a 55 acre all 
townhouse project just to the 
west of the Transcontinental 
development. Utility hear-
ings had already been held on 
the site, with council member 
Bill Amundson sharing some 
thoughts on the matter.

“We are a very rapidly 
developing community,” 
Amundson said. “Most of 
our planning should be short 
range. We should know what 
this project will look like in 
the near future.”

Also reported from 1974, 
teachers in District 833 were 
going to work without a con-
tract. Reported on by Brian 
Sweeney, the district and its 
teachers “remained far apart” 
as they prepared to enter me-

diation on Sept. 4. As to the 
disagreement details, teach-
ers were reportedly request-
ing a 20 percent increase in 
pay and 25 percent economic 
increase overall. The board, 
on the other hand, was offer-
ing to pay teachers at 1973-
74 rates with no advances 
in the salary schedule. Gary 
Clements was to be chief ne-
gotiator for the teachers with 
no legal strike deemed like-
ly, as the district had stayed 
within the law and had not 
committed an unfair labor 
practice.

Closing out the 1974 up-
date and also reported on by 
Sweeney, the final hearing 
on a proposed Battle Creek 
Watershed District had been 
“stormy,” being held at Hazel 
Park Elementary in St. Paul 
to provide a chance for input 
from both members of the 
public and municipal stake-
holders.

The request for a water-
shed district formation had 
initially been made by Ram-
sey County for St. Paul after 
the city felt that progress had 
“stagnated” on a joint pow-
ers agreement with neigh-
bor municipalities. Neigh-
bor municipalities on the 
proposed watershed district 
included Woodbury, Oak-
dale, Maplewood, Landfall, 
and Lake Elmo, with a new 
expanded boundary to abut 
the Rice Creek Watershed 
District. With several resi-
dents and other stakeholders 
in attendance—some with 
resolutions from their coun-
cils—the question of whether 
the watershed districts were 
working was a main issue. 
But while the Ramsey Coun-
ty attorney claimed the mu-
nicipal resolutions produced 
were “irrelevant and inad-
missible” to the public hear-
ing and that failing to pass 
limited would mean time 
wasted, a Battle Creek resi-
dent shared her own thoughts 
on the matter.

“Why do you call it a pub-
lic hearing?” She asked those 
assembled.

80 years ago
THE HASTINGS 

GAZETTE
Sept. 1, 1944

With fall in view, it was 
back to school for both city 
and rural students. Teaching 
in the lower grades were the 
following teachers: 

Mary Casserly, kindergar-
ten

Mrs. Piper, first grade

Grace Austin, second grade
Valberg Sandum, third 

grade
Mrs. Rabe, Maye Beyers, 

Ethel Curtis and Signe Palm-
er, intermediate grades

Miss Edith Kreig and Miss 
Irene Hiniker, ward school-
teachers.

Obituary.
John Spadino, age 18, from 

drowning while painting the 
Milwaukee railroad draw-
bridge. Was to have entered 
service in near future. Search 
party formed and body re-
covered by F. W. Hubley and 
William Karnick.

105 years ago
Aug. 30, 1919

ARE YOU MAKING 
MONEY?

The money you save is the 
money you Make.

Not what you earn but what 
you save spells success or 
failure.

For it is only the money you 
save and deposit that earns 
interest for you, and interest 
money is the only money you 
don’t have to work for.

Put your money at work 
in this bank and it will bring 
back more money for you. 
Every dollar deposited here 
grows four percent every 
year.

Merchant & Farmers Bank, 
Hastings, Minnesota

Even Used to Run Away.
That even the early horse-

less carriage retained at 
least one characteristic of 
its honorable predecessor, is 
evidenced by the following 
item written in 1900: “The 
claim advanced by the early 
pioneers that an automobile 
could not run away like a 
horse is now being disproved 
by actual experience. Ac-
counts of automobile run-
aways are not infrequent in 
the daily press.” —Chevrolet 
Review.

130 years ago
THE DAILY GAZETTE

Sept. 5, 1894
A Terrible Disaster.
One of the most destruc-

tive forest fires on record 
destroyed the towns of 
Hinckley, Mission Creek, 
Sandstone, and several oth-
er villages on the line of the 
St. Paul & Duluth Road last 
Saturday night, with a loss 
of life estimated at between 
three and four hundred. The 
damage to property approxi-
mates three or four millions 
of dollars. A train from Dulu-
th was saved by the periodic 

conduct of its crew, its pas-
sengers escaping into Skunk 
Lake, where they were res-
cued by relief committees 
from Pine City and Duluth. 
The suffering is simply inde-
scribable.

Minor Topics.
Ald. N. L. Bailey is build-

ing a new stable in the rear 
of the Gardner, eighteen by 
twenty-six, A. E. Owen doing 
the work.

Marriage licenses were is-
sued yesterday to Mr. Nich-
olas Reas and Miss Alled 
Reither, of Vermillion, as 
well as Mr. Charles P. Berkey 
and Miss Minnie M. Best of 
Farmington.

155 years ago
ECHO DE L’OUEST 

(Western Echo)
Sept. 5, 1889

To Advertisers (in English).
The Echo de l’Ouest has 

a larger circulation than any 
French paper published in the 
Northwest.

Advertisers may at any 
time examine our subscrip-
tion lists.

We are also ready to sub-
stantiate this by proper cer-
tificates from the superinten-
dent of mails.

(French language land sale 
descriptions)

Un lot et une bonne maison 
situé sur la 22e Ave. S. Près 
de la 6e rue a échanger pour 
un lot vacant ou de terrain à 
la campagne.

Un lot coin e la 3ème rue 
Nord et 21e Ave. Avec une 
bonne maison de 8 chambres 
a vendre a bon marché ou a 
échanger pour une ferme, le 
lot est de 55x157.

155 years ago
THE HASTINGS 

GAZETTE
Sept. 5, 1869

Minnesota News.
The Stillwater Republican 

has good reason for saying 
that wheat in Washington 
County will average twen-
ty-five cents a bushel.

Der Ansieger is the title of 
a new German newspaper 
recently issued in St. Cloud. 
Not having seen a copy of it 
we are unable to give further 
particulars.

169 years ago
SAINT CROIX UNION

September 1, 1855
Bloomington news: A 

woman named Malone found 
hanged in jail before a legal 
proceeding to be sent to an 
insane asylum.

State news:  H. M. Rice 
charged with Know-Noth-
ingsim, denies group support.

Abroad: Sebastopol under 
siege in Crimea.

170 plus years ago
THE WEEKLY 

MINNESOTIAN
Sept. 2, 1854

Mr. Griggs, of Kaposia,* 
presented us with a water-
melon on Saturday, which 
weighed over 30 pounds. 
He has plenty more of them 
same sort.

*Originally a moving vil-
lage along the Mississippi, 
approximating present South 
Saint Paul

Aug. 19, 1854
Incorrect—A correspon-

dent of the Times falsifies 
history by saying the Min-
nesota Land Bill was intro-
duced to the House by “Our 
Delegate.” It was introduced 
by Gen. Stevens from the 
committee on Public Lands.

June 28, 1854
Spiritual Teachers and 

Temporal “Claim” Holders.
We the other day stated 

the fact that a claimant of 
land in Dakota County had 

been deposed by a mob from 
his domicile, his arms taken 
from him, and his premises 
and despoiled. We asked, for 
an answer, what it all meant. 
The following response has 
been made to our call:

St. Paul, June 26, 1854
To the Editor of the Minne-

sotian:—I am shown just now 
an article of your daily paper 
of yesterday, headed, “What 
does it mean?” It means so 
many things, indeed! I am 
going to tell you some of 
them…(letter continues and 
disputes “actual settler” ver-
sus “claim jumper,” with land 
intended to benefit whole 
community).

June 18, 1853
Citizens meeting, Chicago 

county.
Resolved, that the frequent 

incursions of the Sioux Indi-
ans,* for the last few years, 
on territories assigned ex-
clusively to the Chippewa 
Indians…demand an earnest 
attention.

Resolved, that we con-
sider the daring attack…
on a house in the village of 
St. Croix Falls on Monday 
morning April 25th,...an en-
croachment on the rights of 
the Chippewas, and an alarm-
ing outrage on the peace and 
safety of our citizens.

Resolved, that we view the 
attack made by a company 
of United States Dragoons, 
commanded by Lieutenant 
Magruder, on a party of 
Chippewas near our town 
on Thursday, April 28th, as a 
gross exhibition of brutality, 
and as tending to arouse the 
Chippewas to retaliating vio-
lence, jeopardize our proper-
ty, and endanger the lives of 
our citizens.

Resolved, that, in our opin-
ion, the conduct of the com-
manding officer, in ordering 
a charge without quarter, not 
demanding a surrender…un-
precedented in the annals of 
Christian warfare, and hardly 
as elevated an act as the usual 
attacks made by Indians upon 
each other.

Resolved, that we demand 
an explanation from the Ex-
ecutive of the Territory of his 
conduct, or that of whatever 
superior officer, in dispatch-
ing a person with a Sioux 
guide, in pursuit of Chippewa 
Indians, in aid of the civil au-
thorities, who could manifest 
such an ignorance (of the re-
lations these two groups had 
historically showed to each 
other)

Resolved, that neither the 
Laws of the United States nor 
this Territory, nor the dictates 
of good policy or humanity, 
authorize the shootings (of 
suspects) without any resort 
to civil process or resistance 
on the part of such Indians 
thereto, except in self de-
fense.

Resolved, that the proceed-
ings of this meeting tougher 
with the affidavit of Mr. F. W. 
Lammers, be signed by the 
Chairman and the Secretary 
and sent to a ll the papers in 
St. Paul for publication; that 
the memorial be signed by all 
persons who so desire so to 
do and forwarded to the ex-
ecutive.

(Resolutions adopted) 
“sine die.”

Joshua L. Taylor, Chairman
John W. Boston, secretary
*Early state records indi-

cate differences of opinion in 
different tribal bands on each 
side, with those disposed to 
peace not always aware of 
the mind or able to control 
those who sought otherwise. 
A Chippewa-Sioux treaty at 
Fort Snelling witnessed to in 
the June 13, 1850 Minnesota 
Pioneer delineates these dif-
ferences and complexities.

GARAGEGARAGE
SALESALE
600 Hastings Ave.
Storage Unit #28
St. Paul Park

Sept. 13 & 14 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Household Items, Bed & Frame, 

Clothing, Shelves, Kitchen 
Items, Kitchen Table w/Benches

Cash Only
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY! CALL 651-829-3234

ENTERTAINMENTAUTOMOTIVE
715-262-5588
800-659-3168

1377 Orrin Road
Prescott, WI 54021

www.cernohouschev.com

FAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED SINCE 1932

• SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
• BODY SHOP • ACCESSORIES
Always A Hassle Free Experience

And A Fair Price

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

HASTINGS, MN

1816 VERMILLION STREET
www.oillineauto.com

651-437-4222651-437-4222

Oil Changes, Shocks, 
Alignments & More!

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING

ERCLLC

Ed Rohl Construction
715-273-5900

www.edrohlconstruction.com
License #:13393

Construction
Plumbing • Electrical

wickbuildings.com • “YOUR POST FRAME EXPERTS FOR 60 YEARS”

FARM • SUBURBAN • EQUINE • COMMERCIAL
700411 41-45d,e

OUR FIRST STEP IS TO LISTEN 
CAREFULLY TO YOUR NEEDS, 
then develop a quality cost 
effective solution for you that will 
fit your budget and needs. 
It all starts with us!

1049 Dexter Street • Prescott, WI 54021
packerellis@yahoo.com • deccabuilders@hotmail.com

RICK ELLIS/DECCA BUILDERS
715-821-6531 / 715-262-9879

Your local authorized Wick Builder

1x3
Sounds like multiplica-

tion? Guess again.
It’s newspaper talk for a 
one column by 3-inch 
ad.  Too small to be ef-
fective? You are reading 

this one!
Call 651-829-3234 
for more information on 
our effective advertising.

INSURANCE

Business & Service GuideJOURNAL
HEALTH SERVICES

715-262-3382
1015 Campbell Street

Prescott, WI

Preventive
Cosmetic

Restorative

Hillary Hunter, DDS
Meet Patel, DDS

We Welcome
New Patients!

• Stamped & Colored Concrete • Standard • Exposed
• Driveways • Walks • Steps • Patios • Aprons
• Athletic Courts • Floors • Decorative Borders

• Owners On Job Site

Mike: 651-295-4736 • Free Estimates
SEE OUR IMAGE GALLERY AT: www.mdconcrete.net

L.L.C.

AWARD 
WINNING

CONTRACTOR
•

FULLY INSURED

American Concrete Institute
Always advancing

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
For More Information,

Call 651-829-3234

SERVICES

Smith Tree Service

715-928-3445
715-792-2414

• Tree removal, tree trimming and lot clearing
• Live edge slabs for sale

• Walnut, cherry, maple and ash
• 40 Years’ Experience

• Licensed, Certified and Insured

Call
Today!

Call Kim for a free estimate at

763-439-9796

RADiANT
HOUSE

CLEANING
When 

in doubt,
call me out!

Sonnentag Services
CALL 

GLENN AT 715-821-0651

Brush, tree, weed cutting, 
fence lines, hillsides, 
pastures, CRP, plots 

and backyards

Property Services

• OVER 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
• CHIMNEY REPAIRS • WALL REPAIRS

• FOUNDATION REPAIRS • OTHER REPAIRS
• SERVICE ALL OF WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA
www.brickandstonerepairs.com  •  Free Estimates

Fully Insured 
MNLIC#20630686

www.MikesWork.com

651-216-5141

• Roofing
• Siding

• Windows
• Seamless Gutters

Jay’s Handyman

651-336-3113

PRESSURE WASHING • DECK PAINTING
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR • CLEANUP • ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES                                ALL TYPES ROOFING

Lic# BC162315
SCOTT CLAUSSEN CONSTRUCTION

640 Albert Street • Prescott, WI 54021
651-338-4018 • claussen747@gmail.com

MASTER

APPLICATOR
SHINGLE

ATTENTION 
ADVERTISERS:

Place your ad in the 
Journal Business and Service Guide.

Call our office to find out how: 
651-829-3234

Shop Local!
Please patronize our advertisers 
throughout the year. When you 

shop at a local  business, 
you give back to your community!
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SOUTH WASHINGTON COUNTY
Religion DirectoryReligion Directory

AFTON
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church (Anglican)
8435 St. Croix Trail South
Afton, MN 55033
Scott Monson, rector
(651) 436-1872
web: http://stmarysafton.org/

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
14107 Hudson Road S
Afton, MN 55001
Jeremey King, lead pastor
Caitlin Ronayne, special needs and serv-
ing coordinator
(651) 436-8248
sov.church

Eastern Twin Cities Islamic Center
12585 Hudson Road South
Afton, MN 55001
web: www.etcic.org

COTTAGE GROVE AREA
All Saints Lutheran Church (ELCA)
8100 Belden Boulevard
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
An official “Reconciling in Christ” 
   (RIC) Church
Pastor Jules, Erickson, senior pastor
Associate Pastor Wes Kimball
(651) 459-1117
web: www.allsaintscg.org

Christ Redeemer Church
8500 Hillside Trail S
Cottage Grove, Mn 55016
Classes available 9:00
Worship service 10:30
website :  crcmn.church
Email:  info@crcmn.church

Christ The Lord Lutheran Church
9998 90th Street South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Dave Barkow, pastor
(651) 459-7597
web: www.christthelord.net

Crossroads Church
Cottage Grove Campus
7955 Ivystone Avenue
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Austin Walker, campus pastor
Sunday service at 10 a.m.
Woodbury Campus
5900 Woodbury Drive
Woodbury, MN 55129
Sunday services at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Hastings Campus
225 33rd St. West
Hastings, MN 55033
Emmett Rogers, campus pastor
Sunday services at 9:15 a.m and 11 a.m.
web: https://crossroads.co
Phone: 651-294-7700

Hope Community Church (C&MA)
8300 Hyde Avenue South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Mark Wiggins, senior pastor
www.got-hope.org
(651) 459-6242

St. Luke Lutheran Church
7000 Hinton Ave. S.
Cottage Grove, MN  55016
Keith Long, senior pastor
(651) 459-1222
web: https://www.stlukecg.org

Rose of Sharon Lutheran (LCMS)
6875 Jamaica Ave S.
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Rev. Martin Schoenfield, pastor
Kayla Moelter, Rosebuds early 
   learning center director
roseofsharonlutheran.org
(651) 459-3551
Worship Schedule
Saturday at 4:00 p.m., 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Catholic Church of St. Rita
8694 80th Street South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
www.saintritas.org
651-459-4596
Father Mike Reinhardt, Pastor
Weekend Masses
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Daily Masses
Tuesday: 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:30 a.m.
Thursday: 5:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
   4 p.m. Saturday or by appointment
Eucharistic Adoration: 
   Thursdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Free Community Meal the third Friday 
   of each month at 6:00 p.m.

The Grove United Methodist Church
See Woodbury listing

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)
8100 Belden Boulevard
Cottage Grove MN 55016
Steve Biedermann, Senior Pastor
(651) 459-3010
web: www.zioncg.org
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:15 a.m.

The Alley Church (LCMS)
8944 Indahl Ave South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Phone 651-459-2063
Pastor: Martin Cornes
Worship service Sunday 10:00 a.m.
www.thealley.church 
Facebook thealley.church

Lighthouse Baptist Church
9979 80th St. S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
www.lighthousebaptistmn.com
Sunday Morning Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.

LAKELAND
Valley Baptist Church
860 St. Croix Trail South
Lakeland, MN 55033
www.myvalleybaptistchurch.com
(651) 436-5278
Mailing Address
PO Box 815, 
Lake St. Croix Beach, MN 55033-0815

LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
16770 13th Street South
Lake Saint Croix Beach, MN 55043
Weekend Masses
Saturday - 5:00 a.m.
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Daily Masses
Wednesday and Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Father Mark Underdahl, pastor
Julie Terwey, office manager
Cindy Buckland, director of 
   faith formation
web: http://www.stfrancislscbmn.org
(651) 436-7817
After hours emergency
(651) 436-1746

NEWPORT
Newport Lutheran Church (ELCA)
900 15th Street
Newport, MN 55055
Rev. Sue Gravelle, pastor
(651) 459-2447
More information at 
   newportlutheran.com

Newport United Methodist and
Community United Church of Christ
1596 11th Avenue
Newport, MN 55055
Pastor Anne Kadue

Phone: 651-459-2747
www.newportumc.org

ST. PAUL PARK
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church (WELS)
1000 Portland Avenue
Saint Paul Park, MN 55071
Jim Roecker, pastor
(651) 459-2569
Join us Sundays at 9 a.m. or 
   Wednesday at 7 p.m.
More at www.standrews-lutheran.org

Discovery Community Church
828 Portland Avenue
Saint Paul Park, MN 55071-1505
Wayne Allen, senior pastor
(651) 459-9328
www.trydiscovery.org

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
A Catholic Community committed to 
   be being Christ for all people
920 Holley Ave 
St. Paul Park, MN 55071 
651-459-2131 
Father Michael Tix, pastor
Joe Utecht, parish deacon
web: www.st-thomas-aquinas.com
Facebook: 
   www.facebook.com/STAFaithFormation/

WOODBURY AREA
Saint Ambrose Catholic Church
4125 Woodbury Drive
Woodbury, MN 55129
Fr. Peter Williams, pastor
Fr. Ben Wittnebel, parochial vicar
Janet Parker, administrative assistant
(651) 768-3030
web: Saintambrosecatholic.org

Crossroads Church
See Cottage Grove listing

Guardian Angels Catholic Community
“Engaging in God’s Service”
8260 4th Street North
Oakdale, MN 55128
Fr. Joe Connelly, Pastor
Denny Farrell, administrator
(651) 738-2223
www.guardian-angels.org
Also on Facebook

Resurrection Lutheran (ELCA)
9925 Bailey Road
Woodbury, MN 55129
Paul Dean, pastor
Summer Sunday worship
9 a.m. indoor and livestreamed 
10:30 a.m. outdoor
(651)730-1000
www.liveresurrection.org

The Grove United Methodist Church
Woodbury campus
7465 Steepleview Rd
Woodbury, MN 55125
Dan Wetterstrom, Pastor
Kelly Lamon, Pastor
Cottage Grove campus
8600 90th Street South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Jeremy Peters, Pastor
Woodbury Office phone: (651) 738-0305
Cottage Grove Campus: (651) 769-1303
More information at 
   www.thegrovemn.church

Woodbury Church of Christ
4920 Woodbury Drive
Woodbury, MN 55129
www.woodburychurch.org
Email staff@woodburychurch.org
(651) 459-1869
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joe@thepaperboy.news.
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publicnotice@
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OBITUARIES

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 82-PR-24-

3967

In Re: The Estate of Curtis 
J. Kostelecky,

a/k/a Curtis James Kost-
elecky, a/k/a 

Curt Kostelecky,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on October 22, 
2024 at 9:30 O'clock a.m., a 
hearing will be held in this 
Court at 14949 62nd Street N., 
Stillwater, Minnesota, for the 
formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will 
of the Decedent dated, De-
cember 10, 2014, and ("Will"), 
and for the appointment of 
Michelle Mencacci, whose 
address is 8490 77th St. S., 
Cottage Grove, MN, 55016 as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in 
an UNSUPERVISED admin-
istration. Any objections to 
the petition must be filed with 
the Court prior to or raised 
at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Repre-
sentative will be appointed 
with full power to administer 
the Estate including the power 
to collect all assets, to pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and per-
sonal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate. 
Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate 
proceedings be given to the 
Attorney General pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 
501B.41, subdivision 5. 

BY THE COURT

Douglas Meslow
Judge of District Court

Teresa Underwood
Court Administrator

Attorneys for Petitioner:
Elizabeth C. Henry (320675)
Ryan M. Prochaska 
(0395604)
Chestnut Cambronne PA
100 Washington Avenue 
South, Suite 1700
Minneapolis, MN, 55401
Telephone: (612) 339-7300
FAX: (612) 336-2940
Email: lhenry@chestnutcam-
bronne.com
rprochaska@chestnutcam-
bronne.com

8 29, 9 5

State of Minnesota 
District Court

Dakota County

Judicial District: 1st
Court File Number:
19WS-CV-24-709

Case Type: Harassment

Notice of Issuance of ha-
rassment Restraining Order 

by Publication

Nicole Annette Remus
Petitioner

vs.

Parise Donte Hardie
Respondent

To Respondent:

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that 
an Harassment Restraining 
Order has been issued on 
07/29/2024

A hearing is scheduled for 
the following date, time and 
location:
DateL 09/20/2024
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location:
14955 Galaxie Avenue West, 
Apple Valley, MN 55124
Courtroom B

Failure to appear at a sched-
uled hearing or to get a copy 
of the Harassment Restrainig 
Order will not be a defense to 
prosecution for violation of the 
Court's order.

Cole Remme
Court Administrator, Deputy 
Date: 8/27/2024
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PUBLIC 
Notice

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
CALL 651-829-3234

Marie
Heisick

1939-2024
Beloved and Cherished 

Mother of Michelle Hagland 
of Forest Lake, MN and 
Kristie (Oliver) Thoenen of 
Bloomington, MN.   Marie 
was a constant presence in 
her families lives.  Marie had 
a zest for life, and immense 
love and dedication for her 
family, especially her grand-
kids Cameron, Ava, Luke 
& Dillon who absolutely 
adored her.  Marie resided 
in Cottage Grove for over 
58 years and was employed 
within the airline industry for 
35 years. 

Visitation at St. Rita’s 
Catholic Church in Cottage 

Grove at 10 with Mass at 11 
on 9/6/24.  Celebration of 
Life from 2 - 4 p.m. at Chur-
chill St. Restaurant, Shorev-
iew.

• Build Literacy
• Expand Minds
• Educate Students
• Inspire Achievement

NEWSPAPERS… 
ASSAULT FROM PAGE 1

crimes and gave him the 
toughest sentence she could 
under the circumstances,” 
Magnuson said.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Deng was 
stopped for a covered license 
plate and other equipment 
violations on Frenchman 
Road in the City of Hugo. 
When deputies approached 
the vehicle, Deng was ver-

bally confrontational, and 
deputies detected the odor 
of marijuana. After stepping 
out of the vehicle, Deng re-
fused to remove his hands 
from his pockets along with 
other orders. He became 
physically aggressive when 
the deputies attempted to 
place him in handcuffs and 
punched a deputy four times 
with a closed fist in the face 

and head. While the dep-
uties were taking Deng to 
the ground to control him, 
a deputy suffered an injury 
to his head that resulted in 
bleeding. Deng continued 
to be combative after other 
officers arrived to assist in 
putting him in the squad car. 
He mule kicked, tried to bite 
a deputy, spat on both depu-
ties, and damaged the squad 
vehicle. During the transport 
to jail, Deng made repeated 
graphic and violent threats 
against the second deputy 
and his family to be carried 
out once he was released the 
next day.

At the sentencing hearing, 
Assistant County Attorney 
Keshini Ratnayake argued 
that our society must stop 
normalizing assaults against 
police officers. “Nobody 
should have to go to work 
expecting that they could be 
punched in the face and spat 
on for simply executing their 
job duties,” Ratnayake said.

“The fact that assaulting 
law enforcement officer 
didn’t faze Deng at the time 
of his crimes, during his tri-
al, or at his sentencing is very 
concerning,” Magnuson said. 
“Assault is not somehow less 
serious because the victims 
are peace officers. I am very 
concerned about anyone who 
believes they are above the 
law, especially when it in-
volves violence against po-
lice or correctional officers.”

Magnuson added, “The 
Washington County Attor-
ney’s Office takes cases of 
assaults against police and 
correctional officers serious-
ly and vigorously prosecutes 
these crimes, which are all 
too common. I am grateful 
for the jury’s verdict and 
Judge Brosnahan’s sentence 
in this case.”

The public is invited to an 
open house from 4-6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, regarding 
improvements to the inter-
section of County Highway 
19 (Keats Ave.) and 80th 
Street in Cottage Grove. 
The open house will occur 
at Cottage Grove Middle 
School, 9775 Indian Blvd. 
S., Cottage Grove.

The project seeks to im-
prove intersection control, 
manage and treat highway 
drainage/runoff, and im-

prove pedestrian and bicy-
cle facilities.

At the open house meet 
the project team, provide 
input on existing conditions, 
and learn about the schedule 
and next steps for the proj-
ect. 

For those unable to attend 
the in-person open house, 
there will be an opportu-
nity to review the material 
shared at the in-person open 
house on the project web-
site. The online engagement 

will be available from Sept. 
24 through Oct. 8. There 
will be no formal presenta-
tions during the in-person or 
online engagement. 

Construction updates will 
be posted on the project 
website at washingtoncoun-
tymn.gov/KeatsAnd80th. 
For more information, con-
tact Project Manager Erin 
Clarkowski, 651-430-4384, 
erin.clarkowski@co.wash-
ington.mn.us.

Public invited to open house 
on Keats Avenue and 

80th Street intersection 
improvement project Sept. 24
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Church
     Spotlight

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
BY DANIELLE BOOS

Tucked away above Afton on the St. Croix at 15730 Afton Blvd S, Memorial Lutheran is a mem-
ber of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Photo by Joseph Back

The Washington County 
Historical Society is honored 
to host a program featur-
ing Minnesota’s first female 
lieutenant governor Marlene 
Johnson at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 9 at the Washington 
County Heritage Center. 

The evening will feature a 
conversational interview by 
former lobbyist John Kaul, 
highlighting Johnson’s illus-
trious career and celebrating 
the launch of her new book, 
Rise to the Challenge: A 
Memoir of Politics, Leader-
ship & Love, being released 
on Sept. 24, 2024. Books will 
be available for purchase at 
the event. The Heritage Cen-
ter is located at 1862 Greeley 
St. S., Stillwater, MN 55082.

Johnson is a true trailblazer 
in women’s history, becom-
ing Minnesota’s first female 
lieutenant governor under 
Rudy Perpich’s gubernatori-
al administration in January 
1983. Growing up in rural 
Minnesota, Johnson began 
organizing and advocating for 
change early, beginning with 
a campaign to introduce for-
eign languages into her high 
school curriculum. Pursuing 
a deeply felt commitment to 
improving the lives of others, 
she continued to sharpen her 
leadership skills throughout 
her life, participating in activ-
ist work in college, co-found-

ing organizations to support 
women entrepreneurs and 
politicians, and eventually 
running an international edu-
cation nonprofit.

As Lieutenant governor of 
Minnesota, Johnson’s goal 
was to elevate Minnesota’s 
global profile through trade, 
tourism, education, and the 
arts. She was a notable advo-
cate for students to participate 
in international educational 
exchange, seeking to broaden 
Minnesota student’s perspec-
tives while welcoming for-
eign exchange students with 
open arms. She was awarded 
the Order of the Polar Star by 
the Kingdom of Sweden in 
1988 in honor of “civic mer-
its, for devotion to duty, for 
science, literary, learned and 
useful works and for new and 
beneficial institutions”.

After her time as Lieutenant 
governor, she served on the 
national government stage. In 
1991, she was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton to the 
General Services Administra-
tion as associate administra-
tor for management services 
and human resources.

A story of learning and 
leadership in politics, busi-
ness, and public service, Rise 
to the Challenge is a moving 
portrayal of spirit, persever-
ance, and grace in the face of 
daunting personal challeng-
es, supported by unwavering 
faith in the public good.

Kaul started working at the 
Minnesota Senate in 1971, 
when he was 23. He served 
as chief of staff to then-Sen-
ate Majority Leader Nich-
olas Coleman, a Democrat, 
from 1974 to 1980. Later, he 
worked as a lobbyist for var-
ious causes, including chief 
lobbyist for Minnesota State 
Universities from 1987 to 
1993 and chief lobbyist for 
Minnesota State Colleges 
and Universities from 1993 
to 2000.

In 2000, he started his own 
lobbying firm, Capitol Gains, 
and represented, among oth-
ers, Washington County, 
Rochester Public Schools, 
the Minnesota Hospital As-
sociation, Minnesota Twins, 
Andersen Corp., Minnesota 
Humanities Commission and 
the city of Minneapolis. He 
retired in 2019. (Mary Di-
vine/Pioneer Press)

John has close ties to the 
Washington County Histori-
cal Society, serving for a time 
as a member of the Board of 
Directors. He was one of the 
filmmakers who produced the 
2012 movie “Girl From Birch 
Creek” about Supreme Court 
Justice Rosalie Wahl in coop-
eration with the Society. The 
film won an award from the 
Minnesota Alliance of Local 
History Museums and was an 
Official Selection at several 
film festivals including the 
American Documentary Film 
Festival and the Minneapo-
lis-St. Paul International Film 
Festival.

Praise for Rise to the 
Challenge

“Marlene M. Johnson 
wasn’t just the first woman 
to be Minnesota’s Lieutenant 
Governor. She was also the 
first Lieutenant Governor to 
have a specific policy port-
folio. She had access and in-
fluence in ways that laid the 
groundwork for me and oth-
ers to follow. Marlene is of 
a class of women who made 
important strides in DFL pol-
itics, and I’m grateful for her 
place in Minnesota’s history 
and for this book that tells 
that story.” — Lieutenant 
Governor Peggy Flanagan

“Marlene M. Johnson’s 
story is one of fortitude, ser-
vice, and great achievement, 
all told with humility in this 
highly readable volume. 
This is a compelling person-
al account of a woman who 
climbed the precarious polit-
ical ladder in her home state 
and became an international 
leader in the field of higher 
education. Her leadership 
created a strong network of 
individuals and institutions 
that reinforced the values of 
democratic institutions and 

academic freedom based on 
critical thinking and objectiv-
ity. This fascinating success 
story is an important read for 
aspiring public servants, male 
or female.”—J. Brian At-
wood, former administrator, 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development; former dean, 
Hubert H. Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs, University 
of Minnesota

The program is free to the 
public. Reservations are re-
quired and space is limited. 
Please visit wchsmn.org/
event/marlene to reserve your 
spot. Valley Access Channels 
will be live broadcasting and 
recording the event.

For questions, contact 
Washington County Heritage 
Center Site Manager Emily 
Krawczewski at emily.kraw-
czewski@wchsmn.org or 
651-439-2298. The Washing-
ton County Heritage Center is 
open for visitors Tuesday-Sat-
urday from 10am-4pm.

Founded in 1934, the Wash-
ington County Historical So-
ciety is a donor-supported, 
nonprofit organization with 
more than 750 individual, 
family, and business mem-
bers. WCHS is supported by 
individual gifts, memberships 
and earned income, and foun-
dation grants.

Originally founded by 
Swedish immigrants, the 
members of Memorial Lu-
theran Church have gathered 
by the river to proclaim the 
love of Jesus Christ since 
1882, evolving into a vibrant 
and diverse community of 
compassionate individuals. 
Despite many changes over 
the years, their dedication to 
serving God’s people with 
purpose and love has re-
mained constant. Memorial 
Lutheran Church is a member 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and they 
believe that God’s Grace and 
boundless Love is a gift avail-
able to all people through Je-
sus Christ. They welcome 
all from every age and back-
ground to come and see and 
experience love through 
Christ. 

Weekly services are Sun-
days at 9:30 a.m. Services 
are also livestreamed on the 
Church’s Facebook page. 

Children and Youth Min-
istry

At Memorial Lutheran 
Church, children are warmly 
welcomed to participate in 
the service.  While they are 
given opportunity to grow in 
their understanding of God’s 
love at “Jesus and Me” (JAM) 
when they leave during the 
sermon, they are welcomed 
back at the sharing of the 
peace and Holy Communion.

 Confirmation classes are 
available for children in sixth 
and seventh grade along with 
other youth and intergen-
erational activities that are 
available throughout the year. 
They gather after Sunday 
worship for fellowship and 
learning about God’s love 
revealed in scripture, creeds, 
prayer and relationships.   
“Our hope is youth know 
God’s deep love for them in 
and through Jesus Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. They know 
wherever life takes them they 
are always loved and never 
alone.”

Music Ministry
Memorial is blessed to have 

a rich culture of music. The 
choir, bell choir, and Sunday 
morning worship music at 
Memorial Lutheran are led by 

Music Director Serena Bent-
ley, who is seminary-trained 
in sacred music. Throughout 
the year, guest musicians 
also contribute to the weekly 
Sunday services, as well as 
for special events like Ad-
vent Vespers and Easter week 
services.  The Church hosts 
concerts and guest speakers 
throughout the year, includ-
ing musician Jonathan Rund-
man on November 9, 2024, 
and Joe Davis, poet, activist 
and speaker on February 12, 
2025.  A highlight of the year 
is the Advent Vespers, sched-
uled for December 8th which 
intertwines beautiful music 
with contemplative readings.                                               

Pastor Karen Treat has 
been serving the congrega-
tion of Memorial Lutheran 
since April 2023. She grew 
up in Albert Lea, Minnesota 
and met her husband, Ed, at 
Holden Village, a Lutheran 
Retreat Center in the middle 
of the Cascade Mountains, in 
Washington. Ed attended Lu-
theran Seminary but retired 
from parish ministry and is 
now Director of the Center 
for Addiction and Faith. Pas-
tor Karen practiced nursing 
for fifteen years but went 
on to receive her certificate 
in spiritual direction from 
Christos Spirituality Center 
and her Master of Divinity 
through Luther Seminary. 
She is ordained through the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America.  

Having served congrega-
tions of varying sizes, Pastor 
Karen treasures the intimacy 
of her current congregation. 
“I was a pastor at a large 
church in the Southwest met-
ro, but my heart has been to 
serve a smaller worshiping 
community.  I feel so bless-
ed to serve a community that 
wants to be together through 
thick and thin.  We pray, 
laugh, play and grieve togeth-
er.” She adds, “And we hope 
for a world that knows God’s 
love through Jesus Christ.”

 As a recent transplant to 
the community, Pastor Karen 
comments on the future plans 
of her congregation, “When I 
came to Memorial, they were 
recovering from Covid.  Not 

the disease itself, but the ef-
fects of Covid.  Most church-
es are regrouping after Covid 
and wondering where God is 
leading them.  The same is 
true for Memorial.  And they 
are excited about what that 
might mean.  The community 
of Memorial wants to live out 
their vision- to be a beacon of 
hope in our community and 
beyond. Welcoming all to 
come and see and experience 
love through Christ.

She shares that Memori-
al Lutheran desires to live 
out the words of Jesus and 
be the light guiding oth-
ers to Christ. “This requires 
prayerful discernment on an 
ongoing basis.  We know the 
world is aching in so many 
ways and although we are 
a small church, we do have 
the capacity to help using 
our gifts and strengths.  God 
wants us all to live a life of 
abundance, currently, we are 
building a ministry to support 
and educate those living with 
addiction and mental illness.  
It is for those living with and 
those loving friends and fam-
ily living with these health 
challenges.” She states, “Ba-
sically, it’s for all of us.”  She 
mentions that they have been 
named “the Little Church on 
the Hill”.  “That’s nice and all 
but we want to be the church 
(the body of Christ) that lives 
in the plains and valley, next 
to the river and in the city and 
we worship in the beautiful 
building on the hill.  The first 
church building had a stair-
case that went to the street.  
It’s long gone, and we are 
considering building anoth-
er reaching the city streets.  
We welcome all to come and 
see…and experience as we 
gather each week, energized 
in creative authentic worship 
to go back out and be the 
Love we’ve been called to be 
and do.                                                                                                                       

Memorial is pleased to 
offer its space for hosting 
events organized by other 
groups. They have hosted 
Homegrown National Park, 
which offered a forum on Na-
tive Gardening, Afton Com-
munity Arts Studios classes 
through Afton Community 

Arts Studio, and additionally 
participates with the Afton 
Area Business Association 
and a local Boy Scouts of 
America troop that meets 
weekly. In response to the 
rise in chemical use disorders 
and mental health challeng-
es, Memorial is forging part-
nerships with local services 
to support and educate their 
members and the broader 
community, including Alco-
holics Anonymous that meets 
at the Church on Saturday 
mornings at 7:30 a.m.  

Memorial Lutheran Church 
believes they are called to 
serve so they continue to 
show the love of Jesus not 
only in word but in action. 
They have a long history 
of supporting community 
non-profits, including Hope 
for the Journey Home, Neigh-
bors, Inc. and Valley Out-
reach and they support the 
ELCA churchwide through 
their benevolence. Memori-
al members meet religiously 
every Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
to sew threads of love quilts 
that support both local shel-
ters and Lutheran World Re-
lief. The church also has a 
generous endowment funded 
through members and gives 
away thousands annually to 
local and global nonprof-
its. The staff and congrega-
tion of Memorial Lutheran 
have a message for the local 
community. “We invite all to 

“come and see” and experi-
ence God’s love at Memori-
al. We believe God’s grace, 
God’s unfathomable love, is 
available to all people as a 
gift through Jesus Christ.  All 
are welcome.  Questions and 
doubts included.”

For more information on 
Memorial Lutheran Church 
including services, upcoming 
events, and children’s minis-
try events, go to their website 
at memoriallutheran.org or 
call 651-436-1138.

Come and See: Inviting All to Witness and Embrace the Love of Jesus

Thurs., September 12 ......9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Fri., September 13 ............9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sat., September 14................. 9:00 a.m. - Noon

HALF PRICE ON SATURDAY

Garage Sale
St. John’s Lutheran Church
202 8th Street West • Hastings

Antiques, collectibles and vintage items; Mikasa Intaglio Garden 
Harvest dishes; Noritake Harvest Treasure dishes; Old comic 

books & vintage toys; 1950’s Uneeda & Ideal Patti Play Pall dolls 
and other vintage dolls; Vera Bradley purses; Kitchen cookware & 
bakeware; Roaster oven & roasters; Bread maker; Glass bowls 
& plates; Sewing material; Yarn & crocheting thread; Bedding; 
Linens; Jewelry; Boys clothing to size 5; Pictures & wall decor; 
Puzzles: Board games; Books; CDs & DVDs; Kids books & toys; 

Christmas & holiday decor; Cabinet hardware; Coolers 

An evening with Minnesota’s First Female Lieutenant Governor

Marlene M. Johnson.  Photo 
submitted

“Let the little children come unto me.” One of the littlest con-
gregants of Memorial Lutheran Church makes her way into the 
fellowship hall where Church members gather following the 
weekly service.  Submitted Photo
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Park Sports Roundup BY 
JOHN
MOLENE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
CALL 651-829-3234

Swim and dive team 
opens new era

Class A Drivers Needed. Full/Part-time. Days or Nights. 
Start Immediately. Call Tasha @ 651.380.2892.

COTTAGE GROVE
 Classified Ads
Email your classified submission to jack@thepaperboy.news

A new coach and lots of 
new faces in new events 
opened the 2023 season 
Thursday at Cottage Grove 
Middle School pool, host-
ing Irondale.

Irondale won the meet 
99-78, but new head 
coach Will Arnsparger was 
pleased how the swim and 
dive team performed.

“I’m really proud of the 
way our team made a state-
ment about how we want 
to compete,” said Arnspar-
ger. “I told them to “swim 
hard and race fun”, and 
I think they did that. The 
energy from the deck up 

to the stands was palpable 
and I think the girls thrived 
on that energy. The results 
on the scoreboard and the 
times in the pool will con-
tinue to improve, but I’m 
happy with the energy we 
raced with and the leader-
ship I saw from our more 
experienced swimmers like 
captains Ellie Imdieke and 
Zoe Pfeiffer and junior Ava 
Elthon.

“I’m also impressed 
with how some of our new 
swimmers have come onto 
the scene and showed that 
they’re not afraid to com-
pete and that they belong at 
the varsity level,” Arnspar-
ger added. “There were 

strong showings from girls 
like Chloe Micek in the 
100 free and the 100 back-
stroke, Evelyn Sahli in the 
100 breaststroke and Grace 
Sahli in the 200 IM.”

Ella Langness was sec-
ond in the 50-yard free-
style. Sarah Weston was 
second in diving with a 
score of 192.15 and Ruby 
Igl took third with 161.95 
points. Chloe Micke was 
second in the 100-yard 
freestyle (59.65) and swam 
to a 1:05.96 time in the 100-
yard backstroke.

Evelyn Sahli was third 
in the 200-yard freestyle 
(2:20.62) and clocked a 
1:21.45 time in the 100-
yard breaststroke. Grace 
Sahli was third in the 200-
yard IM (2:39.80). Eraya 
Nybakken placed third 
in the 100-yard butterfly 
(1:15.83). Ellie Imdieke 
was fourth in the 500 free-
style (6:28.65)

Park was third in the 200-
yard medley relay (2:13.10), 
third in the 200-yard free-
style relay (2:01.82) and 
swam to a 4:25.19 time in 
the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Wolfpack go 1-1 on the 
week in girls soccer

Visiting Hastings took a 
3-1 decision from host Park 
in girls soccer Thursday af-
ternoon at Wolfpack Stadi-
um.

Park dropped to 1-1-2 on 
the young season.

Park 10, Burnsville 0
After scoring only twice 

its first two games, the Park 
Wolfpack exploded for 
10 goals in a rout of visit-
ing Burnsville Tuesday at 
Wolfpack Stadium.

Park led 6-0 at the half 
then added four more tallies 
after the break.

Park’s Lila Krumrie and 
Ava Taschner had two 
goals each. Natalie Post, 
Abby Hagness, Gabby 
Faletti, Josie Leonard, Tea 
Alvarenga and Kylee Nick-

le each scored once for the 
Wolfpack. Nickle added 
two assists.

Goalie Kenna German re-
corded her second shutout 
in three games so far this 
season.

 
Park goes 2-0 to open 

volleyball season
Park opened a highly an-

ticipated season in winning 
style dropping both Apple 
Valley and Rosemount in 
its first two matches.

The Wolfpack swept host 
Apple Valley on Tuesday, 
then came back with a 3-1 
win at Rosemount Thurs-
day, winning 25-20, 26-24, 
14-25 and 25-20.

Park now hosts five 
straight matches, entertain-
ing New Life Academy 
on Thursday, Sept. 12 and 

White Bear Lake Tuesday, 
Sept. 17.

 
Boys’ soccer team falls 
to No. 4 Minnetonka

Fourth-ranked Minneton-
ka got a measure of revenge 
for losing to Park 1-0 last 
season in the Class AAA 
state quarterfinals with a 
2-0 win Thursday at Min-
netonka over the visiting 
Wolfpack.

It was Park’s first loss af-
ter starting 2-0.

The two teams battled 
to a scoreless tie in the 
first half. The Sailors then 
pushed across two goals in 
the second half to earn the 
win.

Park managed only two 
shots on goal in the game.

Park 4, Burnsville 0
Park broke out of a score-

less tie at the half to over-
power visiting Burnsville 
Tuesday, Aug. 27, with four 
goals in the second half to 
earn the non-conference 
win.

Gavin Oberding led the 
Wolfpack offense with a 
pair of goals. Logan Zum-
bado-Viehauser and JJ San-
chez each scored once for 
Park.

Devin Igl and Sanchez 
each had an assist.

Ben Free (72 minutes) 
and Jack Doherty (eight 
minutes) combined for the 
win in goal.  

Park’s Grace Sahli churns to the finish line in the final leg of the 100-yard butterfly. Photo by 
John Molene

By John Molene

Crappie Classic 2024

OUTDOOR
Tales and Trails BY DAVE BECK

Captain Guff led us on a successful crappie run for the 2024 Crappie Classic.  Photo by Dave 
Beck

Growing up on the banks 
of the Mississippi River 
was like having a play-
ground with endless oppor-
tunities. Exploring those 
banks was a treasure hunt 
for unique pieces of drift-
wood and fishing lures that 
had washed ashore. It was a 
simple pleasure that I could 
only appreciate many years 
later. Fishing and hunting 
always trumped the salvag-
ing but better than that was 
hunting and fishing with my 
young cronies.  

Talking with old friends 
(as in old in age and as in old 
friends forever) we all agree 
that we wouldn’t change 
where, when, and who we 
grew up with, for anything. 
From Billy who always 
went joy riding with me in 
my dad’s boat to John who 
lost a gallon of blood when 
a northern pike thought his 
hand was a bluegill to Jump-
in’ Joe who was part musk-
rat as he was “one” with the 
backwaters. Those quick 
thoughts only scratch the 
surface, but the stories end 
the same way even after all 
of these years: with a smile 
on my face.

That brings me to cur-
rent times and two “old” 
childhood friends: Snake 

and Guff. I don’t know how 
they got those nicknames, 
but I do know that I can’t 
remember a time when they 
weren’t called Snake and 
Guff. We have gone on a 
couple of reunion fishing 
outings and during the most 
recent one it was agreed that 
it would become an annu-
al event and thus needed 
a proper title. That is how 
the 2024 Crappie Classic II 
came to be. Like the original 
event, the hype lived up to 
the expectations. 

Once on the water the 
fishing was pretty intense 
with bragging rights at 
stake. Trash talk filled the 
boat faster than we filled 
the livewell with fish. Sto-
ries flowed and there was so 
much laughter coming that 
everyone on the lake prob-
ably thought our boat was 
full of beer. The reality was 
that there wasn’t any beer. 
There didn’t need to be any 
as the company and the ac-
tion was so great.

At one point Guff jumped 
up on the bow of the boat 
and assumed the role of 
Captain. I’m not sure if you 
would call it fate, luck, or 
even skill, but we did go 
on a crappie run where we 
caught fish on almost ev-

ery cast. Captain Guff an-
nounced that the run of good 
luck was a direct result of 
him being in charge and that 
he wasn’t surprised in the 
least.

Snake chose to hold court 
from the back of the boat. 
I am not sure if he knew it 
or not, but the back deck 
chair is the most comfort-
able seat and whoever sits 
in that chair is also respon-
sible for operating the door 
to the live well. With almost 
nonstop action, Snake was a 
busy guy.

The hours in the boat 
slipped by and we burned 
through years of stories. 
Looking back, it was one 
of my favorite days of the 
summer and I am looking 
forward to Crappie Classic 
2025. I guess I should tell 
you who won this year’s 
“classic.” Well that is the 
easiest question of the day 
to answer.  Drum roll please: 
this year’s Crappie Classic 
winner was . . . whoever you 
happen to be talking to.

Didn’t get enough Dave 
this week? Visit “Outdoor 
Trails and Tales with Dave 
Beck” on Facebook for pho-
tos and video of Dave’s ad-
ventures.
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JOURNAL Sports
Park drops 

rain-soaked football 
opener to Raptors

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________________________________________

State _______________________________________________         Zip ______________________________________

FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND MAIL IT BACK TO US WITH PAYMENT!

I AM INTERESTED IN 
SUBSCRIBING TO THE COTTAGE GROVE JOURNAL

JOURNAL PAYMENT PROCESSING
P.O. Box 185 • Stanley, WI 54768

Call 651-829-3234, Ext. 0
to pay with Credit or Debit CardOR

Subscription Rates One Year Two Years
Dakota or Washington County $55.00 $95.00
Elsewhere in Minnesota/Wisconsin  $65.00 $109.00
Elsewhere in United States $75.00 $120.00

I would like to purchase a 
subscription 

for __________ year(s). 
I am enclosing 

$________________ .

LoLocalcal
SUPPORT

J O

U R N A L I S
M

Yes!

Office Assistant
About the Company: We are a family owned apartment property management 
business with over 20 years of experience and a highly qualified team. We take 
pride in our family culture with most team members having been with us for over 
ten years. We value people that are responsible for doing their job and give them 
the tools and flexibility to work independently. We are a Results Oriented Compa-
ny with the ability to retain top talent.

About the Position: Individuals will be responsible for general office tasks, AP/AR 
coding and tracking, payroll preparation, marketing updates and other functional 
tasks. Become a member of the team by gaining knowledge and understanding to 
support our property managers and their responsibilities. This position is located 
in Hastings and is Monday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We are 
flexible with managing your time to handle daily life routines and events. Wage 
will be based upon experience and qualifications. We offer vacation time and IRA 
matching.

email resume to: 
chris@inmotionpm.com

651-437-1290

East Ridge used a powerful rushing attack to dominate the game early. The Raptors finished 
with 220 yards on the ground.  Photo by John Molene

Park’s Aidan Boche and Zach Carr bring down an East Ridge ball carrier during a soggy first 
half.  Photo by John Molene

Park quarterback Miskir Esayas (3) sprints to the outside in an 
effort to get past an East Ridge defender.  Photo by John Mo-
lene

Park’s Kody Aikens (22) ran for 24 yards and had five recep-
tions for 38 yards.  Photo by John Molene

Park got off to an ago-
nizingly slow start against 
perennial power East Ridge 
on a very soggy Thursday 
night at Wolfpack Stadi-
um. The Wolfpack gave up 
two quick touchdowns and 
trailed 14-0 with 3:04 to 
play in the first quarter.

The game start was de-
layed for more than an 
hour and a half because of 
a storm. And when it did 
begin, the Raptors looked 
dominate early. 

But a dramatic 60-yard 
interception return by Park 
junior linebacker Aidan 
Boche changed the tenor of 
the game and the Wolfpack 
played the Raptors more or 
less to a standstill the rest 
of the way. The second half 
was a 7-7 tie.

East Ridge won the bat-
tle 28-14 but the Wolfpack 
showed they belonged on 
the same field as the Rap-
tors by the game’s end.

“As the game went on 
I felt like defensively we 
continued to keep playing 
better and better and bet-
ter,” said Park head coach 
Rick Fryklund. “But against 
a good team if you let them 
get a little bit of a head start 
on you and you’re always 
playing catchup you can’t 
always finish it off in the 
end. We had chances, right. 
And I’m not saying that we 
would have had more than 
them at the end, but we had 
chances to make it a one 
touchdown game there at 
the end and maybe get an-
other possession.”

“In the second half I felt 
like we did some things 
to look like a much better 
football team than we did 
in the first half,” Fryklund 
added. “I saw a lot of po-
tential and you heard me 
tell them that. I really do 
see potential and I’m ex-
cited. Now don’t get me 

wrong I wish it turned out a 
little bit differently but how 
hard they played all the way 
until the end, that is what I 
am most proud of. Because 
sometimes you can give it 
your best go and you still 
come up short. And we 
didn’t start how we wanted 
but we finished exactly how 
I’m hoping that we finish 
the rest of the year.”

Following Boche’s theft 
and score, East Ridge 
scored again with just 14 
seconds left before the end 
of the first half to take a 
21-7 lead into the break.

“We just weren’t locked 
in the whole time and we 
came out a little lackadai-
sical, and we can’t do that. 
We’ve got to fire out hard,” 
said senior wide receiver 
Eyuel Miftah when asked 
if he could explain Park’s 
slow start. “We know we 
can beat them; we’ve just 
got to pound it more.”

Each team put up one 
score in the second half, 
Park’s coming on a 59-yard 
pass from senior quarter-
back Jacob Czarnota to ju-
nior wide out Matthew Ka-
mande.

Asked how he felt when 
the Wolfpack battled East 
Ridge to the end of the 
game. “I think it felt very 
good,” said lineman Junior 
Mendoza. “It definitely 
made us closer as a team. 
Getting our mentality fixed 
after halftime was a great 
thing for us and fighting 
together at the end was 
amazing and I think we did 
well.”

Park coaches stress doing 
the little things right can 
make the big things work. 
That happened Thurs-
day, said junior linebacker 
Aidan Boche.

“We had a play where we 
had a backup linebacker 
missing and he came in just 
ready to [play,” said Boche. 
“He didn’t see the field all 
game and he came in and 

made a really good play 
that changed the tide and 
we got a stop on defense 
and it turned the tide for our 
defense.”

Statistically, East Ridge 
had the edge in total yards, 
285-185, and especially on 
the ground where the Rap-
tors rolled up 220 yards 
to Park’s 46. The Raptors 
also converted 9 of 16 third 
downs to 0-for-7 for the 
Wolfpack.

At quarterback, Czarno-
ta completed 5 of 15 pass-
es for 109 yards with a 
touchdown but had three 
intercepted. Starter Miskir 
Esayas connected of 4 of 9 
passes for 30 yards with an 
interception.

Kody Aikens led Park in 
rushing with 8 carries for 
24 yards.

Kamande caught 2 passes 
for 69 yards and a touch-
down. Aikens had five re-
ceptions for 38 yards.

Boche led the Wolfpack 
with five tackles and two 
assists, including a tackle 
for a loss in addition to his 
interception, Aikens and 
Bryan Wright each record-
ed four tackles.

“I think we did a really 
good job of playing as a 
family,” said junior line-
backer Keon Moody. “After 
we came out in the second 
half we just came together, 
played together, we stayed 
disciplined, did what we 
had to do and the score got 
tighter. We only let them 
have one touchdown in the 
second half.”

“We’re a good team and 
we just have to play from 
the first play to the end of 
the last play and just work 
together and be a fami-
ly,” said junior linebacker 
Lance Hayes.

Park (0-1) plays at Burns-
ville (0-1) Friday. Burns-
ville lost 59-22 at Roch-
ester Mayo in its opener 
Friday. The Blaze gave up 
330 rushing yards and 145 

passing yards in the game.
GAME NOTES: Always 

formidable, East Ridge ad-
vanced to the 2023 state 
Class AAAAAA football 
quarterfinals before losing 
a 35-34 heartbreaker to 
Lakeville South.

East Ridge kicker Luke 
Ryerse went 4-for-4 in PATs 
and boomed four kickoffs 
240 yards, a 60-yard aver-
age. He punted three times 
for a 48-yard average. 
Originally signing with Al-
abama, he switched to the 
University of Minnesota for 
both football and baseball.

Despite the two school’s 
close proximity, Park and 
East Ridge have played 
just this season and last 
since the old Suburban East 
Conference football align-
ment was scrapped. These 
are the scores from the five 
previous meetings, all East 
Ridge wins: 2023 (40-21), 
2014 (49-0), 2013 (55-20), 
2012 (41-17) and 2011 (20-
14).

No team in the Met-
ro-Maroon won its season 
opener.

By John Molene

Metro-Maroon 
standings

 Division Overall
Burnsville   0-0  0-1        
Roseville  0-0 0-1
Hopkins 0-0 0-1
Park  0-0 0-1
Eastview 0-0  0-1
Buffalo   0-0  0-1
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JOURNAL Sports
Stauffer, Park boys 

run to Grey Cloud titles

WEEKLY Rivers Report
The following river level data was logged and/or forecast for the St. Croix and Mississippi Riversby the National Water 

Prediction Service of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration at water.noaa.gov.

Mississippi River at Hastings

St. Croix River at Stillwater

Park’s boys team rakes off at the start of the Grey Cloud Invitational at Cottage Grove Middle 
School Thursday afternoon.  Photo by John Molene

Park’s Eli Firchau holds his side as he crosses the finish line 
Thursday. Firchau finished fourth in a time of 18:03.  Photo by 
John Molene

Alli Devine led the Park girls with a 12th place finish in 
26:20.43.  Photo by John Molene

The Wolfpack girls get off to a fast start in Thursday’s cross country meet.  Photo by John Molene

Park senior Gavin Stauffer strides down the backstretch in the 
final mile en route to a 17:31 time and a victory in the annual 
Grey Cloud Invitational Thursday.  Photo by John Molene

With a little help from 
Whitney Houston, Park se-
nior Gavin Stauffer danced 
his way to a championship 
Thursday.

Stauffer clocked a 17:31 
time en route to his first-

place finish in the annual 
Grey Cloud Invitational 
Thursday at Cottage Grove 
Middle School.

“That was tough,” said 
Stauffer. “The heat got me. 
That first mile felt really 
good but I was telling myself 
I’m not going to go fast for 
this one (mile), I want to try 

and pace myself. And then as 
soon as we passed in that first 
mile I started moving. And 
then I kind of realized that 
was a mistake when I got to 
the two-mile mark and I was 
not feeling good.

“I tried just pushing 
through it,” Stauffer con-
tinued. “I always listen to 
music in my head when I’m 
running. I was listening to 
Whitney Houston, ‘I want to 
dance with somebody.’” It’s 
a good tempo, it works well.”

Stauffer ran a 17:38.89 
time in the same race last 
fall, finishing fourth.

“Last week I ran a 17:54 
so I’m very happy with how 
much time I cut,” Stauffer 
said. “My goal was just to 
get faster after last year. I’m 
very, very satisfied with what 
I got and how I did. That last 
mile was tough.”

It was a big day for the 
Park boys. Eli Firchau fin-
ished fourth in a time of 
18:03, Henry Joa was sixth 
in 18:09, then the next sev-
en Park runners came in 13th 
through 20th. Sam Craig was 
13th in 20:15, Ben Paulsen 
14th in 20:20, Will Mann 
15th in 20:27; Liam Fleming 
17th in 20:48, Miles Kaiser 
18th in 20:59, Sam Paulsen 
was 19th in 21:18 and Jayden 
Rentz was 20th in 21:21.

Park and East Ridge tied 
for the boys’ team title, each 
with 38 points. Hastings was 
third with 48 and Cretin-Der-
ham Hall fourth with 116.

It was a dramatic improve-
ment for the Park boys’ team 
which finished third in this 
same race a year ago with 69 
points.

“We’re proud of how the 
kids handled the heat and 
humidity,” said Park co-head 
coach Brad Narveson. “It 
was uncomfortable to run in 
but as the kids know it was 
uncomfortable for everyone. 
We tell them that you can’t 
control the weather, but you 
can control how you prepare 
for it and you can control 
your attitude towards it.

“As a team I think they 
handled it very well,” 
Narveson added. “It was 
fun for our boys to win this 
one. We know East Ridge 
and Hastings are going to be 
tough teams to beat in our 
upcoming conference and 
section meets so we know we 
have to keep working hard 
and keep improving.”

The top 10 Park runners all 
finished in the top 20 overall, 
going 1-4-6-13-14-15-17-
18-19 and 20th.

Hastings won the girls 
team race with 31 points, 
followed by East Ridge, 36; 
Park, 80; and Cretin-Derham 
Hall, 91.

Ali Devine led the Park 
girls with a 12th place finish 
in a time of 26:20.43.

Jana Hafiz was 14th in 
26:22.45, Hollen Thomp-
son 17th in 27:04.55, Alaina 
Murphy 18th in 27:20.84, 
Mya Albrecht 19th in 
27:28.32, Aria Waletzko 21st 
in 27:50.71, Tenley Nelson 
26th in 29:53.52 and Ramsey 
Nelson 27th in 29:55.29.

“Our girls continue to gain 
valuable experience and 
they keep working hard,” 
said Narveson. “Again, the 
weather conditions were hot 
and humid and that’s tough 
for young and inexperienced 
runners. But they gutted their 
way through it and finished 
strong. Alli Devine had a 
great last mile to pass several 
runners and be our number 
one. She’s just one example 
of what hard work and a pos-
itive attitude can do during 
a race. I know we’re going 
to see major improvements 
from our girls throughout the 
season because of their posi-
tive attitude and work ethic.”

Linda Ronning of Hastings 
won the girls race in a time of 
20:54.93.

The Wolfpack competes 
Thursday in the Dewey Min-
naert Invitational at St. Croix 
Regional Park. The varsity 
girls 5K starts at 4:35 with 
the boys’ varsity race starting 
at 5:10 p.m.

By John Molene


