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BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG – Both of Canton’s town 
justices have recused themselves from a case in 
which Ogdensburg Mayor Jeff Skelly is alleged to 
have knocked Gerald Mack down on the steps of 
city hall.

At the time Mack was a city firefighter, but has 
since retired.

Skelly has not been formally charged and 
maintains the incident was a setup.

However state police have filed paperwork in 
Ogdensburg City Court, which includes three 

sworn statements alleging second-degree harass-
ment charges.

Due to potential conflicts of interest, two city 
judges recused themselves so the paperwork was 
moved to Canton Town Court. Now both justices 
there have also recused themselves.

Canton Court Clerk Marc Armstrong said the 
case has now been sent to St. Lawrence County 
Court Judge Greg Storie, who will give instruc-
tions on how to proceed.

In an interview Thursday Mack said state 
police informed him that the charges were filed 
after investigators reviewed a video of the

SEE HARASSMENT PAGE 21

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

POTSDAM — The New York State-
run regional vaccination clinic at 
SUNY Potsdam should be ramping up 
to performing 1,000 vaccinations per 
day, according to a top county health 
official.

Dr. Andrew Williams discussed 
the clinic’s opening during a Tuesday, 
Jan. 19 Zoom call with members of 
the local press. He is president of the 
St. Lawrence County Board of Health, 
an associate chief medical officer of 
St. Lawrence Health System and chief 
medical officer for Community Health 
Centers of the North Country.

“The site was designed to vaccinate 
more than 1,000 individuals per day, 
with a plan to ramp up to these levels 
over the next several weeks,” he said. 

Potsdam’s is one of two regional 

SEE CLINICS PAGE 22

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

POTSDAM – National Guard, health 
care professionals, and New York State 
officials from various departments 
and agencies were on-hand at SUNY 
Potsdam for the opening of the regional 
vaccination site at Maxcy Hall Monday 
morning.

The hub opened with Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Marie 
Therese Dominguez, along with SUNY 
Potsdam President Kristen Esterberg, 
on site to commemorate the event.

Dominguez said the clinic will 
administer 500 vaccinations daily and 
scheduling can be done online or by 
phone. The news was welcomed as St. 
Lawrence County residents reported 
trouble setting up appointments last 
week.

“We are at war,” Dominguez said, 
adding that vaccinations were the best 
weapon against COVID-19, which has 
claimed more than 2 million lives glob-
ally and 55 in St. Lawrence County.

Limited Supply
Dominguez said Gov. Andrew Cuo-

mo’s goal is to make New York the first 
COVID-free state. And while New York 
is leading the country in distribution, 

SEE VACCINATIONS PAGE 21

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

MASSENA — The Board 
of Trustees will move for-
ward with finding someone to 
appoint to the mayor’s seat to 
replace Tim Currier. And Act-
ing Mayor Matt Lebire is urging 
the village board to take their 
time in making that decision.

The discussion happened 
during the village board’s Tues-
day, Jan. 19 meeting. Currier, 
who was arrested as part of a 
drug investigation in Decem-
ber, announced he will resign 
as mayor seat Feb. 1. 

Lebire said he has spoken 
with Currier in private and 
feels the resignation is “the 
appropriate thing to do,” and 

Currier needs to “focus on 
whatever personal issues he’s 
dealing with.”

“It’s important the village 
move forward without distrac-
tion,” he said.

He said they have few 
options to fill the mayor’s seat, 
and the process is dictated by 

SEE MAYOR PAGE 21

Vaccination clinic 
opens with help from 

National Guard

Massena Mayor resigns, 
trustees won’t rush to fi ll the job

Mayor not yet charged with harassment

Clinic aims to 
issue 1,000 
jabs daily

OGDENSBURG — A search led  by St. Lawrence County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties  has been postponed to recover the body of David Redmond Jr. has 
been postponed.

Rescuers from all over the county searched Black Lake in freezing 
temperatures for days after David Redmond Jr. and his daughter Larissa 
Redmond were reported missing after snowmobiling Friday.

Searchers and rescue teams on Wednesday suspended the search until 
weather conditions improve.

Sheriff’s Deputies said that due to dropping temperatures, teams were 
unable to keep up with ice breaking to allow divers, airboats and sonar 
equipment to access the water to search for David Redmond Jr.

Redmond and his daughter Larissa Redmond were last seen on Fri-

SEE SEARCH PAGE 21

North Country 
Progress 2021! 
13 - 20

Search for body in Black 
Lake halted due to weather

Cheryl Shumway | NCTW 

Vaccination effort ramps up
SUNY Potsdam President Kristen Esterberg stands with Waddington Town Supervisor Alex Hammond, who 
was deployed by the National Guard to assist with operations at the regional clinic.
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BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

 OGDENSBURG – Ogdensburg 
City Manager Stephen Jellie says 
attorneys for the city have filed a 
petition with the State Supreme 
Court to “stay” the International 
Association of Firefighters Local 
1799’s “demand” for arbitration.

“Today, the City of Ogdensburg 
filed a petition in State Supreme 
Court for an order, pursuant to Arti-
cle 75 of the Civil Service Practice 
Law and Rules, For A Permanent 
Stay of Arbitration from a demand 
for Arbitration by International 
Association of Firefighters (IAFF) 
Local 1799,” Jellie said in a pre-
pared statement.

“The City seeks judicial relief 
from this demand and we look 
forward to making the case in 
Supreme Court,” he said.   

The fire union moved to begin 
arbitration after the city took action 
that was in direct violation to the 
contract including minimum staff-
ing issues.

The city and the union have been 
fighting for months with the city 
claiming that the existing contract 

is unsustainable and the union say-
ing it was negotiated fairly and in 
good-faith.

Several members have been laid 
off, several have faced disciplinary 
action and some have accepted 
retirement incentives.

The union has rejected two offers 
from the city, which would have 
saved jobs at the expense of various 
negotiated benefits. The union has 
called the offers insincere. Among 
the major sticking points between 
the city and the union is an agree-
ment in the contract that requires 
five firefighters to be on duty at a 
time. The city manager, who also 

serves as the fire chief, has reduced 
that to four.

“IAFF Local 1799 outright rejected 
two very generous offers made by the 
city to settle the matter and return 
all laid off firefighters to work,” Jellie 
said.”  The current contract was hast-
ily agreed to in the final days of the 
2019 City Council and ratified by the 
Union during a period of significant 
financial distress for the city and for 
an unreasonable duration of time 
(6 years) that is double the length of 
any recent contract with IAFF Local 
1799.” 

In it’s call for arbitration IAFF 
Local 1799 said the city violated and 
continues to violate the contract.

“On or about December 9, 2020, 
the City of Ogdensburg violated the 
entire Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment including, but not limited to, 
Article 7, Article 8, Sections c, d, 
e, and f, Article 20, and Article 24. 
The Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment was violated (and continues 
to be violated) when the City of 
Ogdensburg directed that, effective 
January 1, 2021 it would no longer 
maintain “manpower” levels as 
defined and/or referenced by the 
Agreement, including maintain-
ing a minimum of five bargaining 
unit members on duty at all times, 
reducing the total complement of 
bargaining unit members of 28 to 
24 due to budgetary reasons or the 
abolishment of positions, and by not 
filling vacancies when the full-time 
staffing falls below 24.”

The union called for arbitration 
to demand the city “cease and 
desist” from violating the agree-
ment and restore the staffing levels 
as defined by the agreement.

Prior to arbitration the union 
unsuccessfully sought an injunction 
that would have kept the laid-off 
firefighters working through the 
process. If the court grants the 
stay of arbitration, the union could 
appeal the decision. Union Pres. 
Jason Bouchard had no comment at 
this time as their attorney had not 
yet reviewed the documents.

Ogdensburg seeks to stay arbitration 

Waddington snowman
Lily Tiernan builds a snowman in Waddington with her cousin Reese Enfi eld from 
Rochester. 

Among the major 
sticking points 

between the city and 
the union is an 

agreement in the 
contract that requires 
five firefighters to be 

on duty at a time
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BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG – Deputy May-
or John Rishe is asking banking 
institutions to adjust their escrow 
accounts for local property owners 
to reflect the recent 10 percent tax 
cut.

“It is my understanding that a 
majority of city residents use the 
convenience of escrow accounts to 
pay their taxes, and water and sew-
er bills. Adjusting these accounts to 
reflect the tax reduction would go a 
long way toward ensuring that this 
savings in Real Property Taxes is 
realized sooner rather than later,” 
Rishe said in a letter issued to local 
banks and credit unions.

“It is especially important in 
these difficult times that the sav-
ings realized through the tax cut is 
not kept by the banks and adjusted 
later. It is better that these monies 
not be collected and adjusted a year 
from now. The sooner this savings 
is realized to our taxpayers, the 
better.”

“I know there has been pain 
along the way, but it is high time 
that our tax rate was adjusted so it 
is affordable to our residents.” Rishe 
said.

Despite a mixed bag of criti-
cism and support from the public, 
Ogdensburg City Council passed 
a budget in December 2020 that 
reduced the tax rate by about $2 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value.

 The budget cuts the tax levy by 
$213,000 and reduces the tax rate 
to $17.87 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value.

The budget eliminated the city 
comptroller position, the city recre-
ation director, cut several firefighter 
positions, reduced funding for the 
public library and provided addi-
tional staff for the planning depart-
ment.

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

MASSENA — Village trustees 
approved hiring a Department of 
Public Works backhoe operator, 
but declined to move forward with 
appointing a new assistant street 
foreman for the DPW.

The board took the actions at 
their Tuesday, Jan. 19 meeting 
broadcast live online via Zoom.

The board voted 4-0 to appoint 
Andrew Beaulieu to the backhoe 
operator position.

The next action item was to 
appoint Thomas Blair as assistant 
street foreman.

DPW Superintendent Hassan 
Fayad said both Beaulieu and Blair 
were interviewed by village officials 
including himself, the board’s Per-
sonnel Committee and the village 
administrator. He said they are the 

candidates that “we believe have 
the best qualifications for the two 
positions.”

Prior to voting on Blair, the board 
voted to go into an executive session 
to discuss the employment history 
of a particular person and matters 
leading to the appointment of a 
particular person. New York State 
Open Meetings Law allows the 
board to hold those talks behind 
closed doors.

The board voted to go into exec-
utive session, and it passed 3-1. 
Trustee Greg Paquin voted against 
going into executive session. There 
was no discussion prior to that vote.

After the executive session 
of about 30 minutes, the board 
returned and was deadlocked 2-2 
on appointing Blair. Acting Mayor 
Matt Lebire and Trustee Francis 
Carvel were the dissenting votes.

Deputy Mayor wants relief for taxpayers

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

MASSENA — Even though the 
most recent federal pandemic stim-
ulus package includes some school 
aid, a Board of Education member 
says they’re still looking at a rough 
road when they get to crafting the 
2021-22 budget.

Loren Fountaine, who chairs the 
board Finance Committee, updated 
the board during their Thursday, 
Jan. 14 meeting.

“Tough budget year because of 
the pandemic and the effect it had 
on your the state economy, in turn 
what that does to collection of tax-
es,” he said. “It is going to be a tough 

budget year. We should just give 
into that and we’ll see where we are 
when we have more solid numbers.”

Even though there is federal 
money for schools going to the state, 
no one knows how the state is going 
to actually dole it out.

“We have really no information. 
The governor’s State of the State 
is a traveling roadshow right now. 
So we’ll see where we end up and 
make adjustments from there. We 
don’t believe we’re going to be in a 
position where we’re getting a lot 
more money than we did last year, 
certainly,” the finance chair said.

“We started to take a look at the 
10,000-foot view,” Fountaine said. 
“We’re still unsure where we are.”

Massena approves 
and denies DPW jobs

MCS faces tough fi scal year

BY CHERYL SHUMWAY
North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG –The Ogdens-
burg Salvation Army soup kitchen 
is now providing more food for 
local people in need, thanks to part-
nerships with Catholic Charities 
and the Volunteer Transportation 
Center.

An average of 200 meals are 
being made each Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday, said Lt. Mark Devan-
ney, Corps Officer of Ogdensburg’s 
Salvation Army.

Before the pandemic, the soup 
kitchen was preparing one meal per 
week.

Since starting a partnership with 
Catholic Charities in October, the 
Salvation Army has increased to 
three days per week.

“Catholic Charities saw the com-
munity need and the lack of soup 
kitchens, so they are now helping 
with the soup kitchen on Mondays 
and Thursdays,” said Devanney.

Also, the Volunteer Transpor-
tation Center began to assist with 
delivery of the meals in December.

“That has been a great help. Now 
there are about eight volunteer driv-
ers per night. That partnership is 
highly valued,” said Devanney.

Two volunteer cooks, Elizabeth 
Marshall and Heather Spell, were 
recently busy in the kitchen getting 
the sausage dinners ready for deliv-
eries and pickups of 208 meals.

“The goal of the soup kitchen is 
to provide food we would be happy 
to eat ourselves at home,” Devanney 
said.

“It’s been an amazing outreach 
that was born out of the pandemic. 
A lot of great things are happening 
at The Salvation Army, and we 
would love to let the community 
know,” said Captain Ann Marie 
Devanney.

The Salvation Army is looking for 
more volunteers to assist with the 
soup kitchen. Those interested in 
volunteering can call 315-393-3351.

Donations of money are also 
being accepted and can be sent to 
the Salvation Army at P.O. Box 404, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669.

Soup kitchen meals increase

Cheryl Shumway | NCTW

Sliding fun for Lisbon boy
Colin Rice, Lisbon, slides down a hill at SUNY Canton recently. 
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Snowman for all to see
Richard Northrup helped build a snowman for residents of Massena Rehabilitation and Nursing Center.

OGDENSBURG -- St. Lawrence 
County has been awarded feder-
al funds made available through 
Congress under the Emergency 
Food and Shelter National Board 
Program. 

The county has been awarded 
$44,977 to supplement Emergency 
Food and Shelter Programs in the 
county. 

“The Local Board was charged 
to distribute funds appropriated 
by Congress to help expand the 
capacity of food and shelter pro-
grams in high-need areas around 
the country,” according to Tammy 
Bush, deputy director at S.T.E.P. by 
S.T.E.P., Inc.

The board will determine how 
the funds awarded to St. Lawrence 
County will be distributed among 
the Emergency Food and Shelter 
Programs run by local service 
agencies in the area, Bush said. The 
board is responsible for recom-
mending agencies to receive these 
funds and any additional funds 
made available under this phase of 
the program.

Under the terms of the grant 
from the National Board, local 
agencies chosen to receive funds 
must: 1) be private voluntary 
non-profits or units of government, 
2) be eligible to receive Federal 
funds, 3) have an accounting sys-

tem, 4) practice nondiscrimination, 
5) have demonstrated the capability 
to deliver emergency food and/
or shelter programs, 6) if they are 
a private voluntary organization, 
have a voluntary board and 7) have 
a DUNS and FEIN on their applica-
tion. Qualifying agencies are urged 
to apply.

Public or private voluntary 
agencies interested in applying for 
Emergency Food and Shelter Pro-
gram funds must contact Tammy 
Bush at S.T.E.P. by S.T.E.P., Inc. 
1515 Knox Street, Ogdensburg, NY 
13669 or tbush@stepbystepinc.
org or 315-394-0597 ext. 102 for an 
application. 

MASSENA — Troopers say 
they’ve charged teens with forcible 
touching Monday, Jan. 18 stemming 
from two separate incidents report-
ed to state police last year.

Troopers said an unnamed 

15-year old was charged with forc-
ible touching stemming from a sex 
offense report they received Sept. 
22.

Stemming from a separate sex 
offense report troopers received 

Sept. 11, 2020, 15-year-old male was 
additionally charged with fifth-de-
gree criminal sale of marijuana, 
officers said.

In both cases, the teen charged 
was cited and released.

MASSENA — Mayor Tim Curri-
er, who was arrested in December 
in a drug investigation, will resign 
on Feb. 1.

Currier, a former Massena police 
chief, announced the resignation in 
a statement released Tuesday morn-
ing, Jan. 19. He announced a leave 
of absence to seek drug treatment 
shortly after his Dec. 1 arrest on 
charges of misdemeanor possession 
of crack cocaine, fleeing police and 
a felony count of evidence tamper-
ing.

“Since the events of Dec. 1, I 
have worked hard on my recovery 
and I remain profoundly sorry for 
my actions. So many people have 
reached out in a variety of ways to 
lend their support to me and my 
family. We are thankful for each 

and every one of you. Although I 
know that I could continue to pro-
vide strong and capable leadership 
for this community, I have decided 
that I will resign as Mayor of Mas-
sena, effective Feb. 1. In the coming 
months, it is vital that I dedicate 
myself to my personal recovery, 
repair damage I’ve caused with 
my family, and work to regain the 
trust of my closest friends,” Currier 
wrote. 

Currier was arrested at gunpoint 
a day earlier after county detectives 
and federal agents attempted to pull 
him over near Center Street. He 
is accused of fleeing the stop and 
throwing one gram of crack cocaine 
out of his passenger window, com-
ing to a stop near the intersection of 
Center and Willow streets.

Massena Mayor resigns

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

CANTON — The St. Lawrence 
County legislature chair says he 
expects the board will discuss refer-
ring a complaint of the Democratic 
elections commissioner allegedly 
using her county email during work 
to send a Democratic party press 
release.

Jennie Bacon, the SLC Demo-
cratic elections commissioner, sent 
out the release calling on Rep. Elise 
Stefanik, R-Schuylerville, to resign 
in the wake of the Jan. 6 Capitol 
Building riot. Stefanik has been a 
vocal supporter of President Donald 
Trump, who critics say incited the 

riot with his rhetoric, but has con-
demned the violence. 

County legislature Chairman Bill 
Sheridan, R-Hammond, says there 
hasn’t been any action taken yet. 

“I do not wish to make any 
statements on specifics before I 
make my recommendation to the 
full board at the upcoming finance 
meeting on the 25th,” Sheridan 
wrote in an email. “I do plan on 
recommending to the board that 
we refer the matter to the Board of 
Ethics for investigation and review. 
Some of this will take place in exec-
utive session and some will be in 
open session.”

He said the ethics board has 
the authority to conduct an inves-

tigation into the matter “through 
document reviews and witness 
interviews. They also have broad 
subpoena power.” “The (ethics) 
board has broad authority and the 
power does include the ability to 
issue sanctions directly,” he added.

Sheridan said he wants to be fair 
to both sides of the issue - Rep. Ste-
fanik’s office and Bacon.

“While any citizen or County 
employee may file a complaint with 
the Board of Ethics, a decision of 
this nature should be discussed 
by the Board. While I am aware of 
the complaints given by staff of the 
Congresswoman, I am aware of the 
rights of Ms.Bacon and I wish to do 
right by all involved,” he said. 

SLC to discuss BOE ethics investigation

Teens charged with forcible touching

County receives $44,977 for food, shelter
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‘Democrats in rural areas have been left behind 
for decades, lacking infrastructure, organization, 

and resources,” said Cobb. “Backroads PAC 
is working to change that so we can defeat 

Republicans in every district.’

Tedra Cobb
Former Congressional Candidate and County Legislator

BRIEFLY

would like to send heartfelt thanks to 
the many friends and family members 
who expressed their sympathy on his 
unexpected passing.       
   We thank SLV Hospice, Gerald R. Roy, 
AmVets Post 4, Chad and the staff  of 
Donaldson’s Funeral Home and everyone 
who gifted us with food, support, cards 
& donations in his memory.       
   We look forward to a celebration of his 
life and unique personality when it is 
safe for everyone to gather together.

The Family of Rick Szarka

Ryan and Lesley Bouchey | Submitted

Sledding in Ogdensburg
Alivia Bouchey, 2, and Owen Bouchey, 1, build their fi rst snowman during the 
winter snow storm in Ogdensburg this past weekend. They later went on a sled 
ride with their dog, Nova.

Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, 21st District, voted against H. 
Res. 24, the Article of Impeachment Wednesday, Jan. 13, which 
charges the President of the United States with fomenting insur-
rection, said a press release from Stefanik’s office.  

Congresswoman Stefanik, whose district includes St. Lawrence 
County, issued the following statement regarding her decision.

“I am vehemently opposed to the snap impeachment of Presi-
dent Trump. It is a partisan ploy with no basis in the Constitution. 
The Democrats’ decision to impeach the President with one week 
remaining in his term further fuels the divisions in the country 
during this very trying time,” Stefanik said.

“As Members of the United States Congress, we should focus 
on unifying our country by delivering solutions to the American 
people,” said the Congresswoman.

State police have received multi-
ple calls from people scammed out 
of hundreds of dollars after answer-
ing classified ads for purebred pup-
pies for sale.

Victims report after answering 
the ad, the suspects provide a photo 
of the breed they are looking for and 
arrange a deposit to be paid. Once 
the deposit is cleared, the victim is 
provided an address, which does 
not exist, to pick up their puppy. 
Recently, these fake addresses have 
been in the St. Lawrence County 
area.

Troopers warn the public of some 
common themes in this scam:

• The deposit is requested to be 
made via payment apps, such as 
Zelle or CashApp.

• All communication with the 
“breeder” takes place via text.

• An address for the puppies is 
not provided until after the deposit 

is made.
• The “breeder” sends the victim 

stock photos of whatever breed 
they are looking for, i.e. Labrador 
Retriever, Boston Terrier, French 
Bulldog.

The American Kennel Club offers 
the following tips on what to avoid 
when looking for a reputable breed-
er:

• No phone calls. The seller pre-
fers to handle communication by 
email and not the phone. A repu-
table breeder will always commu-
nicate with you via phone or video 
chat (if not in person) before selling 
you a puppy. Fraudulent sellers are 
oftentimes outside of the U.S. and 
may be hiding their phone number 
by only communicating by email or 
text message.

• Copycat or stock photos. Photos 
of the dog or ad text can be found 
on multiple websites. Search for the 

text in the listing to see if the seller 
copied and pasted it from another 
site.

• Sketchy payment. The seller 
asks for wiring of money or pay-
ment by gift cards. Be aware that if 
you choose a non-secure method of 
payment, it is highly unlikely that 
you will get your money back. Avoid 
paying a stranger using apps such 
as Venmo, as it is harder to get your 
money back if you don’t get what 
you paid for. Paying by credit card 
or PayPal are typically the safest 
options.

• Price is too good to be true. 
Research the prices for the breed 
you are considering ahead of time. 
Purebred dogs sold at deeply dis-
counted prices are typically frauds. 
If the seller says they register their 
dogs with a specific organization, 
you can call the organization to 
confirm.

Man falls from tower
LAWRENCE — A utility worker 

was injured after falling from a 
cellular tower while doing work on 
the structure. St. Lawrence County 
sheriff deputies say they responded 
to the incident at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 12 on Ferris Road in Lawrence.

They arrived to find that a Sky-
line 360 employee fell “a substantial 
distance” while working on the cell 
tower, deputies said. Tri-Town Res-
cue took the injured person to Can-
ton-Potsdam Hospital. Deputies say 
OSHA has been notified, and they 
are working together “to confirm 
findings.”

County organizational meeting
CANTON — The St. Lawrence 

County legislature will appoint a 
chairman of the board during an 
organizational meeting next month. 
The board voted at their Monday, 
Dec. 7 meeting to set the organiza-
tional meeting for Jan. 4 at 6 p.m. 
in the St. Lawrence County Court-
house. It will also be broadcast live 

on the county’s YouTube channel.

Mittens, hats available
MASSENA -- Massena Neigh-

borhood Center still has hats and 
mittens available for anyone in the 
Massena Central School District.

Contact the center at 315-764-

0050 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
Monday or Tuesday and arrange a 
pickup in center or curbside.

Photo retakes
MASSENA -- Massena Central 

School photo retakes have been 
rescheduled for January 28 and 29.

CANTON — Former NY-21 Dem-
ocratic Congressional candidate 
Tedra Cobb announced the forma-
tion of Backroads PAC, a political 
action committee aimed at helping 
rural Democrats to electoral suc-
cess.

Cobb, who twice challenged 
incumbent Rep. Elise Stefanik 
fundraised $5.7 million in 2020. 
Now, Cobb says she will put that 
knowledge and infrastructure to 
work to help rural Congressional 
candidates.

“Democrats in rural areas have 
been left behind for decades, lack-
ing infrastructure, organization, 
and resources,” said Cobb. “Back-
roads PAC is working to change that 
so we can defeat Republicans in 
every district.”

Backroads Pac Mission: Living 
in rural America requires some 
grit, some tenacity, and an under-
standing of the value of commu-
nity. Running for public office in 
rural America takes a tremendous 
amount of all three. Our mission 
is simple: build an organization to 
ensure rural Democrats never travel 
the path to victory alone.

What they do: Identify, vet, and 
endorse rural Democrats in com-
petitive districts.

Provide training and infrastruc-
ture support for endorsed candi-
dates and campaigns through our 
vast network of political partners 
and decades of experience working 
on and running for local, state, and 
federal offices. Training includes 
fundraising, communications, and 

earned and social media strategy. 
They also give financial support to 
endorsed candidates post-primary.

“The results of the 2020 election 
prove that Democrats must do a 
better job communicating to rural 
voters,” said Cobb. “It’s time to face 

some hard facts: 75% of the Mem-
bers of Congress who voted against 
certifying the results of the election 
represent rural districts. Things 
have to change. Backroads PAC will 
support the candidates challenging 
these incumbents.”

Troopers warn of pet scam

Cobb launches Backroads PAC

Stefanik votes against 
Trump impeachment
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OBITUARIES

DONALD DESHANE, 78, Brash-
er Falls, Jan. 17.  Arrangements 
with Hammill Funeral Home, 
Winthrop.

LANNY SIMMONS, 67, Morris-
town, Jan. 16.  Arrangements with 
Phillips Memorial Home, Masse-
na.

WILLIAM WILKINS, 85, Mas-
sena, Jan. 16.  Arrangements with 
Donaldson Funeral Home, Masse-
na.

CAROLA SAVAGE, 68, formerly 
of Ogdensburg, Jan. 16. 

SANDY DUPUIS, 61, Massena, 
Jan. 16.  Arrangements with Phil-
lips Memorial Home, Massena.

LAWRENCE ROBINSON, 77, 
formerly of Ogdensburg, Jan.14.  
Arrangements with Osceola Mem-
ory Gardens, FL.

HAROLD MORRIS, 98, Ogdens-
burg, Jan. 15.  Arrangements with 
IslandView Funeral Home, Mor-
ristown.

GERREN HART, 31, Akwesasne, 
Jan. 14.  Arrangements with Don-
aldson Funeral Home, Massena.

JEFFREY CLINE, 65, Ogdens

burg, Jan. 14.  Arrangements with 
Frary Funeral Home, Ogdensburg.

ALICIA NEWTOWN, 74, Og-
densburg, Jan. 14.  Arrangements 
with Frary Funeral Home, Og-
densburg.

PAULINE COOK, 90, Akwesasne, 
Jan. 13.  Arrangements with Don-
aldson Funeral Home, Massena.

KATHRYN O’GEEN, 90, Mas-
sena, Jan. 13.  Arrangements with 
Phillips Memorial Home, Massena.

STEVEN FARMER, 68, Massena, 
Jan. 13.  Arrangements with Don-
aldson Funeral Home, Massena.

BEVERLY GAUTHIER, 82, 
Stockholm, Jan. 13.  Arrangements 
with Hammill Funeral Home, 
Winthrop.

JACQUELINE LACOMB, 89, 
Ogdensburg, Jan. 13.  Arrange-
ments with LaRue & Pitcher Fu-
neral Home, Ogdensburg.

MARIE GREENE, 100, formerly 
of Massena, Jan. 13.  Arrange-
ments with Phillips Memorial 
Home, Massena.
ANITA KENNEDY, 101, Og-
densburg, Jan. 12.  Arrangements 

with Fox & Murray Funeral Home, 
Ogdensburg.

RICHARD LEGAULT, 73, Wad-
dington, Jan. 10.  Arrangements 
with Frary Funeral Home, Og-
densburg.

JEAN ZAGROBELNY, 100, 
formerly of Massena, Jan. 9.  Ar-
rangements with Phillips Memori-
al Home, Massena.

GARY PROSPER, 85, formerly of 
Massena, Jan. 9. 

GLENDEN BARSE, 56, Massena.  
Arrangements with Phillips Me-
morial Home, Massena.

OBITUARIES AND death notices are 
posted as soon as they are available at 
NorthCountryNow.com/obituaries 

SUBMITTING OBITUARIES: Families now 
have the option of publishing obituaries 
in North Country This Week -- ask the 
funeral home to submit the obituary for 
publication in the paper as well as on 
NorthCountryNow.com. For more infor-
mation or to submit an obituary, email 
obituaries@northcountrynow.com or call 
315-265-1000 ext. 33. 

RECENT DEATHS

MASSENA -- Kathryn O’Geen, 
longtime resident of McKinley Ave, 
passed away on Wednesday January 
13, 2021.

Kitty, as she was known through-
out her life, was the daughter of the 
late John and Mary Normandale, 
emigrating from Aberdeen, Scot-
land, to Buffalo, NY, where Kitty was 
born, October 13, 1930.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Anthony J. (Tony) O’Geen; 
her sons, Michael, Mark, and Antho-
ny O’Geen; her two brothers and her 
three sisters. 

Surviving Kitty are her son, Ross 
O’Geen; her daughters, Bonnie Leg-
netto and Tammie O’Geen and their 
husbands; and special daughters-
in-law, Patricia O’Geen and Maryjo 
O’Geen. She is also survived by her 
nine grandchildren, Joshua, Noah, 
Aurora, Antonio, Aliza, Anthony, 
John, Samuel, and William; nine 
great-grandchildren; and her 
beloved dog Maggie.

Kitty and Tony came to Northern 

NY with their four sons in 1959 with 
General Motors, adding two daugh-
ters to the mix later. 

They were 
very active 
with the Lake 
St. Lawrence 
Yacht Club at its 
inception, and 
were avid camp-
ers, enjoying 
many summers 
at Cole’s Creek 
with their young 
family.

Kitty was a 
prolific knitter, 
and her family 

still enjoys her incredible afghans. 
Each of her grand- and great-grand-
children were brought home from 
the hospital in one of her beautiful 
sweater sets.

We will remember fondly her 
incredible wit, which she maintained 
through her last days. Her ability to 
come up with a line that would make 

us all laugh after any encounter was 
her forte. She spoke fondly of many, 
and less fondly of few. You knew if 
you were in the latter group, though, 
since she pulled no punches.

The family would like to thank 
the incredible group of people that 
took care of Miss Kitty on B2 at the 
Massena Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center.

The family has entrusted funeral 
arrangements to the care and direc-
tion of the Phillips Memorial Home 
in Massena.

There will be no public calling 
hours at this time. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be scheduled later 
this summer when circumstances 
permit doing so safely and at the 
convenience of the family.

Memorial contributions may be 
acknowledged to Trinity Catholic 
School, 188 Main Street, Massena, 
NY 13662. Family and friends are 
encouraged to share memories, sto-
ries and online condolences by visit-
ing www.PhillipsMemorial.com.

Kathryn O’Geen, 90
Massena

Kathryn O’Geen
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Gary Wayne Prosper, age 85, of 
Fountain Hills, AZ passed away 
peacefully on 1/9/2021, after com-
plications due to long standing 
heart disease which was non-
COVID related.

Gary was born in Massena, NY to 
Joseph and Blanche (Gratton) Pros-
per on 6/18/1935, and graduated 
from Massena High School in 1953 
excelling in both academics and 
athletics.

After graduating, he had a brief 
stint at Union College in Schenect-
ady, NY, then joined the military in 
1954, spending time in Korea, being 
discharged in 1956.

Following discharge, he married 
the love of his life, MaryEllen Fau-
cher, had son Andy and daughter 
Tracie, attended Clarkson College 
in Potsdam, NY, graduated SUNY 
at Potsdam with a degree in educa-
tion, then taught high school math 
for 6 years at Massena High School. 

He was an active skier and was 
on the Lake Placid ski patrol, played 
semi pro football and coached his 
son’s hockey teams.

He went on to attend the Univer-
sity of Maine and later graduated 
from the University of Mississippi 
in Oxford, earning a Masters of 
Combined Science and EdD in Sec-

ondary Education Administration.
In 1971, the family moved to 

Flagstaff, AZ where he took the 
position of 
Assistant Super-
intendent of 
Flagstaff Public 
School District 
for 10 years. 
While in Flag-
staff, he made 
many lifelong 
friends, enjoyed 
hunting, fishing 
at Lees Ferry, 
officiating high 

school football, tennis, cutting fire-
wood, playing poker with his bud-
dies, finding the perfect Christmas 
tree, and especially being involved 
in his kids many sporting activities.

In 1980, he retired his skis and 
snow shovel and moved to Foun-
tain Hills, AZ where he became 
Principal/Superintendent of Foun-
tain Hills School District. He then 
moved on to Arizona State Univer-
sity as Director of Support Services 
before returning to public education 
administration as Principal of 
Anderson Junior High School in 
Chandler, AZ.

Following retirement, Gary 
stayed active in education, teaching 

math at the Community College lev-
el and was as a hearing officer for 
the Scottsdale school district.

Gary was an avid fisherman and 
would drive cross-country many 
summers with his beloved Golden 
Retriever “Sam” to fish the St. Law-
rence River in Massena, NY. 

He loved all things sports, espe-
cially ASU and a day without a cigar 
meant he must be sick. The high-
light of every year was Christmas 
Day with the entire family around 
the table having a part singing “The 
12 Days of Christmas “

He is survived by his loving wife 
of 62 years, Maryellen Faucher 
Prosper, son Andrew (Sharon) 
Prosper of Flagstaff, AZ, daughter 
Tracie Prosper Springer of Phoenix, 
AZ, “Papa” to grandsons, Richard 
(Tina) Ciombor and their children, 
Alexis and Melinda of Cave Creek, 
AZ and Michael Ciombor, of Phoe-
nix, AZ.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made in Gary’s memory to 
Extended Hands Food Bank, 16548 
E. Laser Dr. #6, Fountain Hills, 
AZ 85268 or to the charity of your 
choice.

Due to the current COVID 
restrictions, a private memorial will 
be held at a later date.

Gary Wayne Prosper, 85
formerly of Massena

Gary Prosper
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MASSENA -- Marie J. Greene, 
age 100, formerly of Brighton 
Street, passed away peacefully on 
January 13, 2021 at Massena Reha-
bilitation & Nursing Center.

There will be no public calling 
hours at this time, a funeral service 
for Marie will be held in the spring 
with interment in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Massena at the convenience of 
the family.

The family has entrusted funeral 
arrangements to the care and direc-
tion of the Phillips Memorial Home 
in Massena.

Marie was born on August 30, 
1920 to the late Frank and Mabel 
(LaRue) White in Massena, NY.

Marie attended Massena Schools 
and graduated from Massena High 
School.

She married Ted Greene on July 
1, 1942 at the Church of the Sacred 
Heart with the Rev. Gerald Kellogg 
presiding.

Marie is survived by her loving 
children; Ann Greene of Massena, 
NY, John and wife Brenda Greene 
of Louisville, NY and Mary Jane 
Williams of Potsdam, NY. She 

is also survived by her caring 
grandchildren Alison Greene of 
Potsdam, NY and Ellen Greene of 

New York City 
along with two 
sister in-laws; 
Carroll White 
of Massena, NY 
and Rita Wright 
of Massena, NY 
along with sev-
eral nieces and 
nephews and 
close friends.

In addition 
to her parents, 

Marie was predeceased by her 
brothers Bernard, G. Laurence, 
Carl (Rita), Earl (Lois), Harold, 
Hubert and Robert White and sis-
ters Frances (Stanley) Dunn, Irene 
(Ivan) Power and Barbara (Sterling)
Brownell along with her husband 
Ted in 2003, and a son in-law David 
Williams in 2018.

Family and friends are encour-
aged to share memories, stories 
and online condolences by visiting 
www.PhillipsMemorial.com

Marie J. Greene, 100
Massena

Marie Greene
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MASSENA -- Sandra “Sandy” K. 
Dupuis, age 61 passed away Satur-
day afternoon, January 16, 2021 at 
Rochester General Hospital. 

Arrangements are under the 
care and direction of Phillips 
Memorial Home in Massena.

A Memorial Mass will be held 
on Saturday January 23, 2021 at 
10:00 a.m. at St. Lawrence Church 
in Louisville with Rev. Scott Belina 
presiding. 

Burial will take place in St Law-
rence Cemetery at the family’s 
convenience. 

Face coverings are required and 
social distancing will be practiced.

Sandy was born on April 16, 
1959 in Louisville, NY to Raymond 
and Joyce (Girard) Legault. 

She was a graduate of Massena 
Central School. 

She was employed by Spanky’s 
Diner for 32 years as a waitress, 
she later went to work for St. 
Lawrence County ARC until she 
became ill.

Surviving Sandra is her hus-
band Jim Dupuis as well as three 
children; Amanda Kemison, Kim-
berly Kemison and Edward Jr. 
of Massena, NY. Three brothers, 
Randy Legault of Zephyrhills, FL, 
Larry Legault and Molly Griffin; 
and Mike and Tracie Legault both 
of Louisville NY. Grandchildren, 
Jacob of Phoenix, AZ; Lilly of Uti-
ca, NY, Quinnton and Tatum both 

of Massena, and a grandchild due 
in July 2021. 

Sandy is also survived by several 
nephews, niec-
es, aunts, uncles 
and cousins, 
also her two 
rescue dogs, 
Prissy and Bear. 

She was 
predeceased 
by her sister 
Sharon Legault 
in August 2010 
and her father 
Raymond in 

March 2017.
Sandra enjoyed camping as well 

as gardening. 
She would also tend to all the 

family graves.
Sandra was a very loving wife, 

mother, daughter, sister and 
grandmother.

Memorial contributions can 
be made to the Massena Humane 
Society; 177 Massena South Rac-
quette River Rd, Massena, NY 
13662 or to the American Cancer 
Society; P.O. Box 22478, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73123. 

The family has entrusted funeral 
arrangements to the care of Phil-
lips Memorial Home of Massena 
NY. Family and friends are encour-
age to share memories and online 
condolences of Sandra by visiting 
www.PhillipsMemorial.com.

Sandra K. Dupuis, 61
Massena

Sandra Dupuis
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Bookkeeping Services 
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Gardner’s Tax Service
Richard Gardner, Jaylynn Connor, Bailey Reed

Certifi ed Tax Professionals

Now Accepting New Clients

It’s Tax Time!
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#1 site for 
employment ads

Ellen Nesbitt | NCTW

Josh and Alicia Taillon holding their daughter Clementine recently opened The 
Blue House restaurant in Madrid. The opening weekend was a sell-out with just 
take-out being offered

BY ELLEN NESBITT
North Country This Week

MADRID – With a commitment 
to community, a local chef and his 
family have opened The Blue House 
restaurant, at 3736 County Route 14, 
overlooking the Grasse River.

Josh Taillon along with his wife 
Alicia, and toddler Clementine 
hosted the soft opening of the new 
farm-to-table restaurant for take-out 
only the weekend of January 16 with 
food selling out. With a wood-fire 
oven and grill, pizza and lasagna are 
topping the menu the first couple of 
weeks.

“We plan to have different offer-
ings each week, as we get going,” 
Taillon said, who is proud to show off 
the unique features of the rehabbed 
house, located in the center of the 
village.

The bar is made from local cedar 
timbers and lightning strike maple. 
Local stone mason Mark Seymour 
from Radiant Hearth, Inc. in Nor-
wood created the oven, grill and high 
service counter.

Taillon has been a chef for 25 
years. He earned his degree from 
Paul Smith’s College, and then spent 
time training in France. He moved 
to Colorado and even set up his own 
restaurant there, before moving back 
to the North Country when opportu-
nity presented itself at Iroquois Farm.

He spent the last five years as the 
chef at Jake’s on the Water in Han-
nawa Falls before moving out on his 
own again, which is a family busi-
ness, with his wife Alicia as president.

Ironically, the property has been 
bought and sold over it’s more than 
100 years history from women. And 
even a cubby in the house revealed 
bakery coupons from when it was a 
bakery in 1910.

“I got chills, thinking about it being 
a bakery 100 years ago and now I’m 
making dough from scratch,” Taillon 
said.

The business really is a circle of 
family and friends. Taillon’s sous 
chef Brad Rookey met his wife while 
working with Taillon, and Taillon 
and his wife also met when they 
were working at Iroquois farm. And 
both their fathers have done large 
amounts of work on the property to 
renovate it.

He is purchasing food locally and 
even has plans for growing their 
own herbs and vegetables at Taillon’s 
father’s property. He is purchasing 
vegetables from nearby farmers, 
Daniel Martin and the Kent Family 
farm.

“We are all about being part of the 
community and helping local busi-
nesses and growers,” Taillon said.

More windows were installed on 
to take advantage of the view of the 
Grasse River and overlook one of the 
few stone bridges left in New York, 
Taillon said. 

The second floor dining area will 
seat 50 when open to full capacity 
seating. For now, the business is open 
Thursday-Sunday, 4 to 8 p.m. and the 
menu is posted on The Blue House 
Facebook page. Their phone numb-
ner is 315-590-3021. 

SLC Chamber names new executive director
CANTON — The St. Lawrence 

County County Chamber has 
named a new executive director. 

Ben Dixon will begin in that role 
on Feb. 1. 

“Ben has been a friend of the 
Chamber in many capacities for a 
number of years with over 14 years 
on the board,” said Board President 
Nadia Cutler. “Our interview pro-
cess allowed us to learn even more 
about Ben’s professional experi-
ences and the opportunities he will 
bring to build upon the great work 
the Chamber has done.”

Dixon has served as the coor-
dinator of regional development 
for St. Lawrence University since 
2006. In that role he has repre-
sented the university to numerous 
entities committed to the economic 
and community development of 
Canton, St. Lawrence County, and 
the North Country Region. He has 
coordinated fourteen North Coun-
try Symposiums – an annual forum 
aimed at exploring and enhancing 
the economic, educational, and 
environmental vitality of the North 
Country region. Through the Sym-
posium, Ben was able to bring new 
ideas and emerging approaches 
to sustainable development to our 
region.  While at St. Lawrence Uni-

versity, he worked in various other 
areas, including a period of time 
coordinating green campus pro-
grams and work on campus energy 
efficiency and energy management.

Since 2012, Ben has also man-
aged the Associated Colleges of the 
St. Lawrence Valley, a not-for-profit 
consortium of Clarkson University, 
St. Lawrence University, SUNY 
Canton and SUNY Potsdam.

Prior to his arrival in St. Law-
rence County, Ben worked at Har-
vard’s Office for Sponsored Pro-
grams. Over the course of six years 
there, he was promoted several 
times to the position of Sr. Grants & 
Contracts Specialist where he was 
responsible for managing multiple 
grant opportunities and partner-
ships.  While at Harvard, he took 
graduate courses in Environmental 
Resource Management and Sus-
tainable Development.

“I am absolutely thrilled at the 
opportunity to work with the St. 
Lawrence County Chamber of Com-
merce - its staff, its Board of Direc-
tors, and its hundreds of members 

and partners – to build a vibrant 
business climate in the county and 
enhance its economic vitality and 
wonderful quality of life” said Dix-
on.

He can be reached after Feb. 1 at 
ben@slcchamber.org.

The new hiring is part of a reor-
ganization brought on by changing 
priorities due to the pandemic, 
most notably, moving away from 
a strong event based operation, a 
press release from the chamber 
said. In the reorganization, current 
executive director, Brooke Rouse 
requested a transition to the new 
director of tourism role at the 
chamber, opening the search for 
a new Executive Director. Rouse 
has been executive director since 
2014. She will continue to devel-
op tourism destination planning 
and marketing, working with the 
county, regional and state partners 
to leverage opportunities for the 
growth of St. Lawrence County as a 
destination. 

Rouse can be reached at brooke@
slcchamber.org.

SeaComm 
donates $150K 
to hospitals in 
their market

MASSENA – SeaComm recent-
ly committed $150,000 worth of 
donation between six regional hos-
pital foundations across northern 
New York and Vermont. 

The funds will assist in deliver-
ing quality care to local residents, 
while helping to purchase essen-
tial medical supplies and support 
frontline healthcare workers amid 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
a press release from SeaComm 
said.

The credit union has branches 
in Massena, Potsdam, Malone, 
Canton, Ogdensburg and Platts-
burgh, as well as South Burling-
ton, Vt. 

“The SeaComm Board of Direc-
tors is pleased to support our 
North Country hospitals and their 
respective foundations with this 
significant donation,” states Sea-
Comm Board Chairman Myron 
Burns. “Each $25,000 donation 
deservingly supports the health 
care needs of the communities in 
which we do business.” 

The donations will be given to 
hospitals that serve communities 
in which SeaComm has retail 
branch locations, including Can-
ton-Potsdam Hospital Foundation, 
Potsdam; Massena Hospital Foun-
dation, Massena; Claxton-Hep-
burn Medical Center Foundation, 
Ogdensburg; Alice Hyde Medical 
Center Foundation, Malone; CVPH 
Foundation, Plattsburgh; and 
UVM Foundation, Burlington, VT. 

“This is a concrete way for us to 
partner with them in their overall 
efforts of making our communi-
ties healthier and safer, especially 
during this most unprecedented 
time,” Burns adds.

‘I got chills 
thinking about it 
being a bakery 
100 years ago 
and now I’m 

making dough 
from scratch.’

Josh Taillon
The Blue House owner

Farm-to-table restaurant 
opens on CR 14 in Madrid



Find It - Fix It DIRECTORY

Abundance Reiki
Energy Healing Practice
Open by appointment at
6 Elm St., Norwood
315.212.9225, leave message
abundancereiki@gmail.com

REIKI

Paradise 
Valley

Tree Service
• Fully Insured
• Trimming
• Full Tree 
  Removal
• Storm 
  Damage
• FREE Estimates

Michael Cliff
and Michael White

315-261-0766
or 315-323-9438

TREE SERVICE

TRASH SERVICES

Overpaying for 
Trash Pick-up?
Give Us 
a Call!

p

Residential • Bulk Pickups
Containers Provided

315-212-3606
Matthew Randall, Owner

7

New & Used Cleaners
Free Pickup

Servicing Area for Over 40 years! 
Toll 
Free1-877-265-8367

Rainbow Vacuum Cleaners
VACUUMS

William’s Classic 
PAINTING
Over 30 Years of Quality Service!

Painting
Sheet Rock Installation & Repair

Glazing & Restoration
Power Washing   

Window & Gutter Cleaning 

315-265-5039 ❖ 315-244-2485
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 

DISHAW’S 
Handyman Services
• Painting
• Landscaping
• Power Washing
• Basic Carpentry
FREE Estimates

ces

315-323-3776
DHM - Jeffrey Dishaw

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Wood, Gas, Oil Fireplaces
Pellet Stove & Chimney Tops

Professional 
Chimney Sweep

315-394-0725Serving
St. Law. County!

HOME IMPROVEMENTCLEANING

The The CleaningCleaning  
MANIACSMANIACS

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

315-386-3957
Weekly / Bi-Weekly / One-time Cleanings

Credit Cards Accepted

Got Electrical Work
To Get Done?

518-651-5886
315-664-9005

Marty’s 
Electrical

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SOLUTIONS

315-267-6509

Home Repairs and
General Contracting
Carpentry • Painting • Sheetrock
Flooring • Roofi ng • Plumbing

Lawn Care • Snow Plowing
Some Masonry

NOTABLE
A former Massena resident, Jennifer Bellor, has been named as 
one of six winners of the American Prize 2020, honoring artists 
who have “sustained excellence” over a number of seasons as 
laureates in the competitions.PEOPLE
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1. Sidney Poitier, in 1964
2. Eight
3. White blood cells
4. Blossom, Buttercup and Bubbles
5. Alessandro Volta
6. Algeria
7. Radiation
8. A clock
9. Pomegranates
10. A kid

SUNY Canton Dean’s List students
CANTON – The following stu-

dents have been named to the 
SUNY Canton President’s List for 
fall 2020. From Ogdensburg: Shan-
non Abar, Eric Anson, Courtney 
Baker, Mark Barr, Bailey Benware, 
Cortney Brunet, Christina Bush, Jes-
sie Gagnon, Keeley Grizzuto, Brean-
na Hacia, Michael Hazen-Courson, 
Nicole Holmes, Heather Howe, Mary 
Johnson, Jad Karroum, Jayden 
Kench, Brogan LaRose, Ruthanne 

Middlemiss, Brandon Montroy, 
Shane Moyer, Dana Olmstead, Livia 
Shaver, Jordan Snyder, Jackson 
Troiano, Harrison Wert, Fayeanne 
West, Heather Worden and Callee 
Zulauf.

From Massena: Amber Delosh-
Niles, Megan Eddy, Ian Frederick, 
Alexis Gondosch, Jessica Goodfel-
low, Jocelyn Gotham, Sara LaDuke, 
Kamren LeBire, Patrick Obrien, 
Marcella Perry, Abigail Shearer, 

Christopher Shearer, Diane Shearer, 
Breanna Taraska, Emily Witkop, 
and Carlena Wright

Others area students include: 
Jacob Dutch, Benjamin Horner, 
Ansen Weegar, Eric Wiley and 
Rebecca Wiley all from Brasher 
Falls; Patrick Dubuque and Bry-
an O’Hearon from Chase Mills; 
Halle Coffey, Jade Coffey, Leeann 
Gotham, Kate Rowe all of Hermon; 
Katie Palmer, Heuvelton; Jacob 
Bero, Hogansburg;  Nicole Bonno, 
Joshua Godbout, Jillian O’Brien, 
Donica Robinson and Nathan 
Spooner, all of Lisbon; Logan 
Green, Morristown; Kyle Chen, 
Raymondville; Kambree White, 
Russell; Kyle Field and Carmen Hall 
of Waddington; Ryan Besaw and 
Emily Burgess, Richville; Cole Cur-
rier and Fisnik Hadzovic, from Nor-
folk; Noah Felix, North Lawrence; 
Dylan Bradley, West Stockholm; 
Joshua D’Souza, Emily Deshane, 
Erik Hull, Grace Lyon, Chad Mason 
Jr and Hannah White, Winthrop.

SUNY Canton names students to Dean’s List for 2020
CANTON -- More than 500 stu-

dents earned Dean’s List honors 
during the fall 2020 semester at 
SUNY Canton. Dean’s List recog-
nizes full-time students with a GPA 
between 3.25 and 3.74.

From Massena: Sydney Belge, 
Alexander Boyden, Samantha 
Devlin, Luis Estevez-Breton, 
Michael Francis III, Zackery Goold-
en, Brianna Hartigan, Katherine 
Havican, Amy Lake, Alyssa Laneu-
ville, Raphael Leblanc, Rebecca 

Lobdell, Brandon McPherson, Kala 
Shope, Aliza O’Geen, Candace 
O’Neill, Kourtney Peets, Heather 
Rosenburg, Sydney Shadle, Jeselyn 
Simpson, Bhushan Takhtani , Alay-
na Taraska, Baylie Trumble, Dylan 
Tyo, Madison Weir, Oren White, 
and Nicky Young.

From Ogdensburg: Fadi Karoum, 
Danielle St. Denis, Jacob Adner, 
Kursten Cooke, Jaylene Dawle, 
Erin Denner, Sara Denny, Andee 
Farrand, Rheanne Fortune, James 

Gibson, Bailey Gilmour, Rachael 
Hamilton, Bradley Hillier, Adrien 
Hyde, Jacob Kinney, Zachary 
LaFave, Katherine Larock, Lucas 
Larose, Timothy Lashomb, Mollie 
Lawton, Caitlin Mahoney, Gregory 
Mallott, Chelsea Montroy, Sydney 
Morley, Isabelle Powers, John Pow-
ers, Chelsey Raven, Emily Rayburn, 
Tessa Richardson, Keegan Robin-
son, Julian Rufa, Wanda Snickles, 
Shannon Szafranski, and Trenton 
Yerdon.

Other area students include: 
Jheri White,  Akwesasne; Gabrielle 
Durant, Chase Mills; Taylor Arquitt, 
Elizabeth Cutway, Alyssa Fisher, 
Brett Gleason, and Savannah Rath-
bun all of Hammond; Stacie Hale, 
Hermon; Sarah Dupree, Frank 
Omarah, Makayla Paro and Thom-
as Schofell all of Heuvelton; Rae-
Ann Adams,  Mia Arnold, and Ken-
neth Arquette all of Hogansburg.

Additional students include: 
Austin Cadrette, Nathan Cota, and 

Cheali Kench all of Lisbon; Dylan 
Aumell, Hannah Brady, Jillian Breit-
beck, Gabrielle Torres all of Norfolk; 
Elizabeth Arquette, Laura Jones, 
and Stephani Sherwood all of North 
Lawrence; Elizabeth Azar, Nichalos 
Burke, Alexis Jackson, Emily Kolan-
ko, Hailey Lepage, Hailey Scovil, 
and Damion Taylor all of Norwood; 
Caleb Cisco, Charles Clark III, and 
Kaylee Whalen all of Waddington; 
Michaelyn Hunter, Chase Sweeney, 
and Cole Sweeney both of Winthrop.

Students name to SUNY 
Potsdam honors list

POTSDAM -- The State Universi-
ty of New York at Potsdam recently 
named 245 students who excelled 
academically in the Fall 2020 
semester to the College’s Dean’s 
List. Students on the Dean’s list 
have a GPA between 3.25 and 3.49.

Local students named to the list 
include: Elizabeth Mitchell, Hope 

Switzer, and Cael Woodcock from 
Ogdensburg; Kirby Thompson and 
Morgan Arquette of Hogansburg; 
Grace LePage and Gabriella Scott 
both of Waddington; Samantha 
Newtown, Helena; Shane Rose, 
Brasher Falls; Emily Thomas, Chase 
Mills and Alyson Crosby and Mor-
gan Macaulay, both of Brier Hill.

BRIEFLY

Two honored at WGU
The following local residents 

have earned an Award of Excel-
lence at Western Governors Uni-
versity (WGU). The award is given 
to students who perform at a supe-
rior level in their coursework. They 
include: Ryan Duquette, Nich-
olville, in the Business College, and 

Jamie Hyde, Ogdensburg, in the 
Teachers College.

Siena honor students
Local students recently named 

to Siena College’s Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2020 semester include: 
Cole Allen, Massena and Lorraine 
Hollis, Ogdensburg. To be named 
to the Dean’s List, a student’s grade 
point average for the semester 
must be between 3.5 and 3.89. 

SUBMITTING MILESTONES: To obtain a 
form to submit an engagement, wed-
ding or anniversary announcement, visit 
NorthCountryNow.com/submit-mile-
stone, call 315-265-1000, or email 
ThisWeek@NorthCountryNow.com.
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21 Main Street, Canton• 315-386-3740
www.Natures-Storehouse.com

M-F 9-6, Sat. & Sun. 9-5

Food That Makes
You Feel Good!

This page made possible by the community-minded sponsors on this page

Hurry - Limited Quantity
Reserve Your Fresh Turkey

Call 315-323-1145

Please check out our Freezer Specials, 
Fresh Curd, Beef Sticks & much more!!!

 ~ See Our $50 Sampler Packages ~
BEEF • PORK • CHICKEN • BREAKFAST

We Accept: Master Card • Visa  • Discover • SNAP/EBT

Rt 68 • Ogdensburg
(315) 323-1145(315) 323-1145

Located just 2 miles from Ogdensburg on State Hwy 68

R 68 O d bR 68 O d b

Now Taking Chicken Orders!
315-323-1145

All Natural & Organically Raised
No Growth Hormones, Pesticides or Herbicides

USDA Inspected Pre-Packaged Product

Focusing on local, 
healthy foodFOOD

    NORTH COUNTRY

Beef • Veal

528 County Route 30 • Lisbon
315-323-2892

Maple Products

FALL HOURS: 
Wed.-Fri. 1-5pm, Sat. 10am-3pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Variety of Cabot Cheeses
Gift Certifi cates

USDA Certifi ed

Recipe of the Month

Easy chicken for a fancy 
Valentine’s Day dinner

Looking for something amazing for a fan-
cy Valentine’s Day dinner, but easy enough 
to whip up quickly? Chicken piccata is the 
answer. This recipe can be made in about half 
hour. 

Serve with a side of vegetables or pasta. 

2 large chicken breasts
salt and pepper to taste
1/4 t. garlic powder
Flour for dredging
4 T butter
1 T olive oil
3/4 c chicken stock or broth
Zest of 1 lemon
1 T lemon juice
1 T brined capers
Cut chicken breasts in half horizontally. If 

they aren’t very think, they can be pounded 
thiner with meat mallet or a can of vegetables.

Salt and pepper each side. Dredge breast in 
flour and set aside.

In a large skillet heat on high melt 2 T of 
butter and olive oil, when hot, carefully add 
the chicken and cook 4-5 minutes on each 
side. Heat may be lowered to avoid burning.

Remove chicken. Remove pan from heat, 
add stock, lemon zest, juice, remaining butter 
and capers. Place back on heat and cook sauce 
bubbling. Reduce heat and return chicken to 
pan to heat through.

Serve with chopped parsley or parmesan 
cheese sprinkled on top.

It can also be made into a creamy dish, just 
substitute 1/2 c of heavy cream for 1/2 cup of 
broth.

‘Starting with Sourdough’ class 
offered by SL Cornell Coop. Extension

BY MAGGIE ELLIOTT
Nature Sorehouse

It’s that time of year--the days are short 
and the sun is sparse. 

Living at a far north longitude in the winter 
can be hard on one’s mental health. 

While there are many factors influencing 
mood-- like sun exposure, quality of relation-
ships, and what you ate for lunch-- most of it 
can be traced back to hormones. 

Two crucial hormones for mood are sero-
tonin and dopamine. 

Serotonin is responsible for stabilizing 
mood and promoting a sustained feeling of 
wellbeing. 

It is also important for the sleep-wake cycle 
as it is the precursor to the hormone mela-
tonin. 

Over 90% of the body’s serotonin resides in 
the gut! Gut bacteria actually promote sero-
tonin production through their manufacture 
of short chain fatty acids (SCFAs). 

To bolster healthy serotonin levels feed 
your gut bacteria with a variety of prebiotic 
rich foods. A mixture of raw and cooked veg-
etables, leafy greens, cooked cold potatoes, 
less-ripe bananas, overnight oats, legumes, 
citrus, berries, mushrooms, and collagen will 
provide a rich array of substrates (prebiotics) 
to feed your gut. 

You may also consider supplementing with 

probiotics from time to time, especially if you 
have ever taken antibiotics as these can kill 
off large portions of your gut microbiome. 

The precursor to serotonin is the essential 
amino acid tryptophan. Consuming adequate 
protein from meats, eggs, and legumes can 
help with healthy serotonin levels. 

If you’re actively struggling with depression 
you may consider the supplement 5-HTP. This 
is the natural chemical precursor to sero-
tonin, derived from tryptophan. 

Another hormone, dopamine, is known as 
the “reward chemical”. It is responsible for 
short term motivation and is the driving fac-
tor behind addictive behaviors. If you need a 
quick pick-me-up, you can hack the dopamine 

response by completing a small task on your 
list.

While vital for basic functions like motor 
control, alertness, and learning, dopamine in 
excess can lead to unwanted impulsive behav-
ior. 

It has been shown that high levels of sero-
tonin can inhibit dopamine production, while 
low levels of serotonin can cause overproduc-
tion of dopamine. Therefore, the best way to 
keep dopamine levels in check is to nurture 
healthy serotonin levels through a prebiotic 
rich diet.

Maggie Elliott is an employee at Nature’s 
Storehouse and a NASM Certified personal 
trainer.

Some foods can bolster hormones that promote happiness

 CANTON -- Have you been intrigued with 
sourdough but too intimidated to try? Or per-
haps having difficulty with a starter? St. Law-
rence County Cornell Cooperative Extension 
sponsors “Starting with Sourdough” online 
class, Saturday, Jan. 23, 1-3 p.m.

With experience as both a professional 
and home baker, Alexandra Brown will walk 
through a variety of sourdough recipes, 
focusing on bread while touching on other 
applications. 

Additionally, she will cover strategies for 
maintaining a vigorous sourdough starter 

and insight into baking techniques. 
A supplementary follow up discussion will 

take place a month after the workshop, allow-
ing participants to share successes, trouble-
shoot problems and ask questions during and 
after the session..

All pre-registered participants will receive 
the link to the class recording along with the 
recipes.

This class is made available on a sliding 
scale from $0-30. If you are able to contribute  
support is appreciated. 

To register visit stlawrence.cce.cornell.edu

Food producer classes 
offered in February online

 CANTON -- St. Lawrence Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension offers two workshops for food 
producers; one for those thinking of includ-
ing a new value-added product to their line, 
and a second panel discussion with the state 
departments of Health, and Ag & Markets in 
February.

“Production Options for Farm Food Prod-
ucts” will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 6-8 
p.m. online. 

When discussing this possibility there are 
many options to pursue, such as co-packing, 
private labeling, building a facility or renting 
offsite commercial space. 

While there are similarities across these pro-
duction options, each possibility has differenc-
es that affect business such as: who is making 
the product, who owns the recipe, what records 
need to kept, startup costs and more.

The session will be led by Flip Filippi, local 
food program leader and Harvest Kitchen 

manager with guest Jori Wekin, founder of 
Hub on the Hill in Essex County.

This online session is well-suited to individ-
uals or businesses who are considering creat-
ing a value-added product. 

The panel discussion with the state depart-
ments will be held Thursday, Feb. 18 from 
10 – 11:30 a.m. with Flippi and Joanna Clif-
ford-Allard, senior sanitarian for the St. Law-
rence County DOH and Greg Cuthbert, food 
inspector for Ag & Markets.

Participants will hear directly from the 
professionals what to expect in an inspection, 
resources to operate a business, common 
challenges of new food entrepreneurs and tips 
for maintaining a productive relationship with 
inspectors/sanitarians.

Cost is on a sliding scale of what partici-
pants can afford for these sessions, and regis-
tration can be found online at stlawrence.cce.
cornell.edu/events.

Gain VALUABLE
EXPOSURE 
for YOUR
ORGANIZATION!

For more info: 315-265-1000 or
thisweek@northcountrynow.com

Sponsorships help make
publication of this page possible.

Ellen Nesbitt | NCTW

Chicken piccata offers a citrus fl avor and is a quick fi x any day.



SLC Republican chairwoman
Stands with Stefanik 

I am proud to stand with Con-
gresswoman Elise Stefanik as she 
once again takes the national stage 
to defend our constitutional rights.  

Congresswoman Stefanik was 
one of the first to condemn what 
happened on the Capitol grounds. I, 
too, am appalled at what happened 
last week and with the looting and 
rioting that happened last summer 
in cities across the country.  

The right to vote is sacred. Our 
election process is prescribed and 
protected by the Constitution. Many 
Americans have lost confidence 
with the integrity of our electoral 
system. Regarding our recent elec-
tion, questions remain unanswered 
and therefore require further inves-
tigation and exploration.

There is concern that the 2020 
election did indeed include unprec-
edented voting irregularities in 
some parts of the country. For 
example, it is clear, the Constitution 
requires state legislatures (or state 
legislators) to set election law; as 
we saw in the 2020 election, judg-
es, governors and secretaries of 
state usurped the state legislature’s 
authority and made serious changes 
to election law. This issue needs to 
be debated and discussed.  

If the American people are going 
to begin to regain trust in our elec-
tions, there must be transparency. 
Congresswoman Stefanik continues 
to seek transparency.  

On another note, shame on 
Harvard University for removing 
Congresswoman Stefanik from the 
Senior Advisory Committee of the 
Institute of Politics at Harvard Ken-
nedy School.

Thank you, Congresswoman Ste-
fanik, for continuing to be a cham-
pion for the Constitution and the 
North County.   

Nancy K. Martin, Chairwoman
SLC Republican Committee

City again ignores 
fi refi ghters’ contract 

On Sunday January 17, 2021, 
at approximately 7:30 PM, City 
Manager Stephen Jellie, issued an 
order via email to departmental 
personnel that effective 7 AM today, 
he and city administration would 
again ignore our contract by reduc-
ing the mutually agreed upon staff-
ing minimum from five to four. 

Ogdensburg Firefighters Local 
1799 recognizes this as yet another 
egregious violation of our safety and 
contract with the city we protect.  
This obscene directive not only dis-
regards our collectively bargained 
agreement, but also violates the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) standard of 

two-in/two-out, and conveniently 
ignores the impact this will have 
on our vital service expected by the 
citizens, businesses, and visitors to 
our great city.

Our Union views this most recent 
action by the city as a direct attack 
on Article 18 of our contract which 
states, “A minimum of 5 bargaining 
unit employees (4 firefighters plus 1 
officer, or 3 firefighters plus 2 offi-
cers) shall be on-duty at all times 
unless otherwise mutually agreed 
to in writing for the period of this 
contract.” 

Secondly, this directive turns 
a blind eye to specific OSHA pro-
visions regarding two-in/two-out 
regulations.  

*(OSHA 1910.134(g)(4) requires 
that that at least two employees be 
located outside the Immediately 
dangerous to life or health (IDLH) 
atmosphere).  This assures that the 
“two in” can monitor each other 
and assist with equipment failure or 
entrapment or other hazards, and 
the “two out” can monitor those in 
the building, initiate rescue, or call 
for back-up.”  

As a department, our 5-man 
minimum has not been bargained 
for arbitrarily.  Realizing the 
importance of safety in emergency 
operations, and our responsibility 
to operate as such, the number five 
has always been our line in the 
sand.  Running an interior firefight-
ing crew with five, without immedi-
ate assistance presents a myriad of 
challenges. 

However, with five, our depart-
ment was still capable of arriving on 
scene, securing a water supply, and 
entering a structure to successfully 
mitigate a structure fire. This has 
been done numerous times while 
still adhering to OSHA law. This 
will not be the case with four. Any 
attempt by the city manager or city 
administration to do so is illegal, 
reckless and dangerous.

Likewise and not to be understat-
ed, is the impact on our service that 
citizens, businesses, and visitors of 
this city will actually receive given 
this vindictive directive. 

With a crew size of four, the City 
of Ogdensburg will no longer have 
an interior firefighting unit. 

Interior firefighting involves a 
coordinated attack to get to, “the 
seat of the fire,” or origin point. For 
over 15 decades, our department 
has prided itself on rushing into 
homes to find points of origin and 
quelling fires, in an effort to main-
tain life and property.  

However, with this administra-
tion’s ignorance of OSHA directives 
and the exponential growth at 
which fire spreads, we will no lon-
ger be able to safely operate to save 
these homes. 

Lastly, the city manager has led 
citizens of Ogdensburg to believe 
that his disregard for our contract 
and pre-existing plans to manage 
structure fires within our city will 
be dealt with accordingly by, “auto-
matic mutual aid.”   

However, these auto-aid agree-
ments have not been signed by 
neighboring departments, nor will 
they be. Mr. Jellie has skirted this 
by ordering our officers to request 
outside assistance immediately, 
even before the extent of the emer-
gency is realized. 

Dangerously mobilizing units 
that may not be necessary, in order 
to justify the elimination of jobs 
within our Union is incredibly 
unsafe and inconsiderate not only to 

24 / 7

REACHOUT 
of St. Lawrence County
FREE & CONFIDENTIAL

Crisis
HOTLINE
315.265.2422

Supportive listening
in times of need
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.

First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States

The Question:
Do you support paying traffic fines by installments?

Cathy Whalen | NCTW

57.1%57.1%
YESYES

36.9%36.9%
NONO 6%6%

UNSUREUNSURE

Most support allowing Most support allowing 
payment installments for payment installments for 

traffic fines.traffic fines.

NCNOW SURVEY

NORTH COUNTRY Drivers in St. 
Lawrence County who can’t afford 
to pay a traffic fine in full will now be 
able pay via installments.  The Driver’s 
License Suspension Reform Act ends 
the practice of suspending  licenses of 
people who haven’t been able to pay 
their fines. Do you support installment 
payments for traffic fines? 

HERE ARE COMMENTS from some 
survey participants:

‘Should have always been this 
way.’

‘This is a good first step in elim-
inating the financial inequality 
that keeps poor people without a 
license because their income can’t 
support it.’

‘People need to be held account-
able. Break the law and pay the 
fines. It’s not easy but maybe they 
need to give up their smokes for a 
few days.’

‘It just doesn’t pay to be a 
law-abiding citizen anymore. Peo-
ple who violate laws are the ones 
getting all the breaks.’

‘TO READ MORE COMMENTS, visit 
NorthCountryNow.com/ncnow-survey.

TO TAKE THE CURRENT SURVEY, vis-
it www.surveymonkey.com/r/FR88VFY

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: Assem-
blyman Mark Walczyk expressed 
opposition to legislation that 
would force the detention of New 
Yorkers alleged to be carrying 
communicable diseases for up 
to eight business days. The bill 
has raised new concerns about 

the impact it could have on New 
Yorkers if enacted. Do you sup-
port a law allowing contagious 
patients to be detained during a 
state of emergency?

The NCNow Survey is an unscientifi c 
poll of visitors to NorthCountryNow.
com who choose to participate. 
Please keep comments to 150 words 
or fewer; all are subject to editing.

LETTERS

Ogdensburg, but to its surrounding 
municipalities and their depart-
ments. 

Similarly, the immediacy of this 
order has to be taken into consider-
ation. 

As Interim-Fire Chief, Mr. Jellie 
has done nothing to familiarize, 
instruct, or train our personnel on 
how to safely operate with a four 
man minimum. 

As with all things from this man-
ager, directives are sent down to be 
followed right away, without proper 
consideration of the safety and 
well-being of the men he leads, nor 
the citizens of the city he manages.  

Our officers were given a meager 
12 hours to make this total change 
in departmental operations, with 
nothing more than an email.   

In emergency services, minutes 
matter. Automatically mobilizing 
volunteer resources despite their 
refusal, with an estimated time of 
arrival exceeding 15 minutes is not 
sufficient to maintain our depart-
mental ability to safely preserve life 
and property.  

This most recent move by city 
management has continued their 
theme of utter disregard for resident 
and employee safety.  

Our Union finds this disheart-
ening and dangerous. This all 
coming during an unprecedented 
global pandemic, when public safety 
should be at the forefront of all pol-
icymakers. 

Jason Bouchard, Pres. 
O’burg Firefighters Local 1799

City moving forward 
budget as planned

The City of Ogdensburg con-
tinues to move forward with the 
re-structuring and reduction of the 
fire department as planned, and 
approved in the 2021 City Budget.  
IAFF Local 1799 President Jason 
Bouchard is not being truthful 

when he asserts the reduction in 
daily minimum staffing was a sur-
prise or is something new.  

The city began planning for the 
reduction of the fire department 
in August 2020 while working on 
the 2021 City Budget; IAFF Local 
1799 simply failed to participate in 
any meaningful way toward finding 
a collective solution, in fact, they 
refused each and every opportunity 
to work together on a plan.  

The City of Ogdensburg, and any 
city for that matter, with an average 
household income per person of 
$38,000 can no longer afford the 
average cost of $131,000 per fire-
fighter, and the additional perks 
that coincide with those jobs and it 
would be irresponsible for city gov-
ernment to allow that to continue as 
a matter of policy. 

With an overall organization 
strength of 20, it is not possible to 
maintain daily staffing of 5 on each 
of 4 work shifts, IAFF Local 1799 
knows this but they will use each 
and every opportunity to instill 
fear, anxiety and insecurity in their 
continued efforts to protect their 
lucrative contract that was hastily 
agreed to and ratified in the fall of 
2019 following the staggering defeat 
of 4 city council members. 

Lives are not in danger, and the 
increased risk to firefighter person-
nel and the community by reducing 
the daily operating force by ONE 
person is manageable.  Assistant 
Fire Chiefs were notifie

d in late October that these 
changes were imminent and must 
be planned for and personnel 
trained on the impacts to operating 
procedures. 

IAFF Local 1799 also knows this 
as all the Assistant Fire Chiefs are 
members of the union.  

Further, there is no violation to 
the OSHA 2 IN / 2 OUT Rule (2 In 
+ 2 Out = 4); IAFF Local 1799 is 
distorting this federal rule designed 

to ensure firefighter safety as part 
of their campaign of fear and efforts 
to convince the community that 5 
personnel is the “red line” for safety.     

The City of Ogdensburg leader-
ship is confident that the Ogdens-
burg Fire Department will continue 
to operate safely and efficiently as 
it always has, with ONE less person 
operating on each shift.  

It is unfortunate that IAFF Local 
1799 is choosing to use fear as a 
community motivator instead of 
projecting confidence in the fire 
department’s ability to adapt to the 
challenges facing all city depart-
ments and employees.  

Every department in the City 
of Ogdensburg is doing more (lots 
more) with less and not spending 
every possible moment complaining 
about it.  

IAFF Local 1799’s continued, 
almost daily campaign of writing 
long and lengthy media releases 
about that are designed for the sole 
purpose of protecting their perks is 
embarrassing and shows a real lack 
of concern for anything else occur-
ring in the city.   

It really is time that the members 
of IAFF Local 1799 stop complain-
ing, get back to work and appreciate 
the salaries, healthcare benefits and 
retirement packages they are guar-
anteed - those three items really 
should be enough.   

 City Manager Stephen P. Jellie 
continues to urge IAFF Local 1799 
President Jason Bouchard to finally 
roll up his sleeves and get to work 
collectively on a solution that would 
return the remaining three laid off 
firefighters back to work (just like 
all of the union’s officers), and we 
sincerely urge IAFF Local 1799 to 
join the decisive efforts taken by 
city council to save the city, while 
working equally as hard to revive 
the city.

Stephen Jellie
Ogdensburg City Manager
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 In order to lower taxes and have funds to 
make essential infrastructure repairs through-
out the city, it is essential to reduce expenses 
within the Ogdensburg Fire Department.

Every other department in the city has        
suffered cuts so that residents have a chance    
for a prosperous future.

Here is the city’s settlement offer to unionized 
city firefighters, the total cost for each firefight-
er,  and how their compensation compares to 
other city employees.

Cost of city fi refi ghters, city’s offer outlined

1. MINIMUM DEPARTMENT-LEVEL STAFFING 
   24 Firefighters for the balance of the CBA term  
 
2. MINIMUM DAILY STAFFING
   4 Employees (1 Officer & 3 Firefighters) 
 
3. MAXIMUM PERSONNEL ON VACATION
   1 per shift on scheduled vacations  
 
4. SHIFT PERSONNEL STRUCTURE
   1 Captain - 5 Firefighters 
 
5. VACATION TIME
    No longer paid out annually if unused. It will be
    scheduled and used annually.   

6. SICK LEAVE BONUSES
  Remove annual sick leave usage bonuses; 
  Leave career sick leave buy-out.

7. SUPPLEMENTAL DISABILITY INSURANCE
   Remove free supplemental disability insurance --
   no other city employees receive this free. 
 
8. OUT OF TITLE WORK
   Eliminate out-of-title pay for 2 or less consecu-
tive shifts.  
 
9. TRAINING OVERTIME
   Employees will be paid overtime (choice of pay 
   or comp - hour worked/hour earned)   
 
10. HOLIDAYS
   Holiday Pay only if the holiday is worked.   
 
11. EMT STIPEND 
   No longer paid effective Jan. 1, 2021.   
 
12. HAZARD PAY 
   Only paid for any daily shifts that operate for 
   longer than 2 hours below 4.     
 
13. CODE ENFORCEMENT 
   Remove all perks for assisting with this work.

City of Ogdensburg settlement 
proposal to IAFF Local 1799

Average cost of city fi refi ghter
Salary Total (without Chief)     $1,395,028
Overtime             $96,000
Sick Leave Incentive           $12,000
Time Accruals Payouts           $42,588
Longevity Incentive       -
Health Insurance Buyout           $16,000
Police/Fire Retirement          $582,198
Social Security Expense          $106,719
Health Insurance without retiree costs      $388,831
Total cost with benefi ts for 20 fi refi ghters  $2,639,364

Avg. cost per fi refi ghter         $131,968
 Source: 2021 Budget

Average salary of firefighters (union positions only)      $70,767
Avg. salary with benefits, taxes & related expenses    $131,968

Average salary of city management positions      $94,496
Avg. salary with benefits, taxes & related expenses   $131,889

Average Salary of police department (union positions only)     $63,971
Avg. salary with benefits, taxes & related expenses     $123,442

Average Salary of DPW (union positions only)       $51,702
Avg. salary with benefits, taxes & related expenses      $83,697

Average salary of administrative staff        $50,755
Avg. salary with benefits, taxes & related expenses     $76,611
Source: 2021 Budget

How total fi refi ghter pay compares 
to other city employees
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Ogdensburg’s Lockwood Arena reopened last week after being closed due to safety 
concerns with COVID. St. Lawrence Steel 10U, of Canton Minor Hockey, practice 
there Saturday. 

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG – Ogdensburg’s Lockwood Arena is 
open with a Saturday free skate scheduled from 5:50 to 
6:30 p.m., but availability is limited to 30 people.

Director of Public Works Shane Brown said anyone 
who hasn’t been to the arena recently will need to fill 
out some paperwork, which is available by calling the 
DPW at 315-393-2300.

He said temperatures are taken at the door and a 
release waiver must be signed.

Brown said most of the available ice time is spoken 
for as youth hockey and figure skating and other teams 
are renting space due to the closure of Ogdensburg Free 
Academy’s Golden Dome.

Brown says anyone interested in attending free 
skates must register in advance by calling the DPW.

Brown says he’s hopeful more free skates can be 
offered but said the ice rink has been booked up with 
other rinks closed down due to COVID-19.

He said extra cleaning is also eating up some of the 
time that would be allotted for rentals.

City Manager Stephen Jellie decided to open the 
arena despite the high number of COVID-19 cases after 

consultation with Ogdensburg School Super indent 
Kevin Kendall.

Several area youth groups and councilors also lob-
bied for the opening.

Fees    
Renting the ice will cost resident youth groups $71.50

per hour and non-resident youth groups $81.50 per 
hour.

Adult residents can rent the ice for $81.50 per hour 
and non-residents can rent ice for $1-5.50 per hour.

On Monday through Friday from a discount of $60 
per hour is available before 3 p.m., but excludes holi-
days and school breaks.

Ice can be rented for special events for $71.50 per 
hour and skate rentals are included.

Public skates cost $1 with $3 skate rentals. No season 
passes are offered this year as closures of the arena are 
unpredictable.

Facilities
The Lockwood offers a warming room with vending 

machines, a heated mezzanine with bleachers for spec-
tators, locker rooms with showers and a heated score 
box for hockey and ice sports as well as a sound system.

OGDENSBURG – Ogdensburg Public Library 
remains open with reduced hours and is offering curb-
side craft programs for area youth.

One craft will be for elementary age children and 
the other for children aged 18 months to 4 years. The 
elementary aged crafts will feature African American 
inventors and each kit will include the bio of an inventor 
and an activity or craft based on their invention. 

Those crafts can be picked up Feb/ 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 
no charge.

Reserve a craft by calling 315-393-4325. Complete 
the craft at home.  Each kit contains a short fact sheet 
featuring an African American inventor and everything 
you need to complete a craft or activity based on one of 
their inventions.

Younger children will receive a craft teaching them 
important pre-literacy skills and concepts like colors, 

shapes, letters and numbers.  Each Toddler kit will also 
include a free picture book.

Those will be available Feb. 2, 9, 16 and 12.
  Reserve a craft by calling 315-393-4325. Complete 

the craft at home.  Each kit contains an early literacy 
pamphlet with a song and instructions for a craft, the 
materials to make the craft and a free picture book to 
read together.

The library is open for browsing and computer use 
Mondays and Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. On
Wednesdays access is available from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. And on Thursdays and Fridays it is open from 1:30 
to 4:40 p.m.

Curbside hours are offered 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Tuesdays. On Wednesdays pickup is 
available from 11:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. On Thursdays 
and Fridays curbside is offered fro 9:30 to 12:30 p.m. 

The Laurentian Chapter of the 
Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK) 
welcomes the public to take part in 
its events. Those who have ques-
tions or want to go on a particular 
event, contact the leader/organizer 

for that event. Questions about the 
overall program or about the ADK, 
contact Joan Trivilino at 315-276-
1663 or joantrivilino@hotmail.com.

• Saturday February 27:  Snow-
shoe to Pinnacle Mountain.  Near 

Santa Clara. 4 to 5 miles RT. The 
first 1.5 miles is flat, and then a 
380 foot rise on the mountain trail. 
Moderate.   Contact trip leader Tom 
Ortmeyer, tortmeye@gmail.com or 
315-244-3707.

• Saturday March 20  Spring 
Equinox Road Walk.  4-6 miles 
along one of the branches of the 
Grass River.  Moderate.  Contact 
trip leader Tom Ortmeyer, tortm-
eye@gmail.com or 315-244-3707.

St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES is 
offering the SAT/ACT workshop to 
high school juniors who plan to take 
the SAT and/or ACT this spring. 
Classes will be remote using Google 
Classroom and Zoom on seven Sat-
urdays or Sundays starting March 6 
or 7 through May 1 or 2.

Students from Canton, 
Colton-Pierrepont, Edwards-Knox, 
Gouverneur, Hermon-DeKalb, Heu-
velton, Lisbon, Madrid-Wadding-
ton, Morristown, Norwood-Norfolk, 
Ogdensburg, and Potsdam must 
register through guidance counsel-
ors by Feb. 10.

Others should mail the registra-
tion form available online at https://
satactworkshop.weebly.com/ and 
fee to David Dufrane by Feb. 10.

Questions? Email Meg Clemens, 
satactworkshop@sllboces.org.

Fish fry
OGDENSBURG -- The Ogdens-

burg Knights of Columbus,  721 
Hasbrouck St., will be host a fish 
fry on Friday, Jan. 22, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. The meal includes fries, 
mac & cheese, coleslaw and and a 
roll. Also available will be a seafood 
platter. That meal includes had-
dock, shrimp, clam strips, French 
fries, mac & cheese, coleslaw and a 
roll.   The cost is $12 per meal and 

the public is welcome. Call 315-393-
7990 to order. Eac dinner choice is 
limited to 50.   The meal is pick up 
or delivery only. 

Chicken BBQ
OGDENSBURG —  Ogdensburg 

VFW Post 293b, 1112 Champlain 
St., will serve a chicken BBQ Sat-
urday, Feb. 20, from 1 p.m. until 
sold out. The meal includes a half 
chicken, salt potatoes, baked beans 
and a roll for $12. The meal will 
be curbside pickup or delivery. For 
deliveries, call 315-528-7074.



In 2020, Arconic employees volunteered over 150 hours in over 9 events, 
donated $27,000 to local not-for-profit organizations in the area including 
NorthCountry Animal Shelter, Back the Pack, Meals on Wheels, CPH Foundation, 
Community Lunch Program for Kids, Community Basket Program and St. Peter’s 
Outreach Ministry.  Arconic participated in collections for Christmas of Hope 
donating stocking stuffers for children in foster care, pet food and supplies for the 
Massena Community Center, and coats for St. Peter’s Outreach Ministry. 

Unprecedented challenges for Hospice in 2020 Spay Neuter Now 
entering 27th year 
providing services

Arc Jefferson-St. Lawrence thrives while facing challenges
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#1 site for 
employment ads

Its no secret 2020 handed down unprece-
dented challenges for every individual, family, 
small business and organization across our 
community. 

Luckily, the Progress Edition gives an 
opportunity for reflection on some of the pos-
itive things that occurred and an opportunity 
to look forward to all the coming year may 
bring. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic became more 
and more of a reality in our community, 
frontline healthcare organizations were 
forced to act swiftly, adjusting virtually every 
aspect of their care for patients and the loved 
ones who support them. 

With guidance and regulations from state 
and federal officials changing daily, some-
times hourly, front-liners were forced to adapt 
to new safety protocols and standards of care, 
and their work, as they knew it, changed dra-
matically. Hospice was no exception.

For us, this meant going back to basics. 
Our organization was founded on provid-
ing our family, friends, and neighbors with 

the opportunity to remain at home during 
the end of their life journey. Ensuring this 
option continued as safely as possible for our 
patients, their families and our staff became 
our primary focus. 

Our clinical leadership poured over hun-
dreds of pages of guidance on COVID-19 
screening for staff, patients, and families; 
safety protocols were developed and changed, 
and changed again when required. 

A quick shift to offering telehealth and vir-
tual visits was implemented for patients and 
families who didn’t feel comfortable with staff 
entering the home. Illness does not ignore 
the boundaries of a pandemic and our staff 
remained dedicated to providing care each 
and every day. 

Although challenges were present, Hospice 
served nearly 400 families which amounted 
to 19,055 days of care. 

Hospice care is provided by a team of med-
ical professionals, social workers, registered 
nurses, LPN’s, home health aides and clergy. 
The team approach ensures care and services 

are extended beyond the patient to the entire 
family. 

Healthcare providers in our home- based 
Advanced Illness Management program 
provided more than 1,200 visits to patients 
as they learn to navigate life with a chronic 
illness. 

AIM allows a unique opportunity for 
patients to receive support with pain and 
symptom management, monitoring medica-
tions and assistance with any sudden changes 
with the illness. 

As we move cautiously into 2021, 
COVID-19 remains a very real concern. At 
Hospice, programs and services will contin-
ued to be evaluated on the basis of safety for 
patients, their families and our staff. 

We would like to thank the patients and 
families who entrust their care to our orga-
nization, our staff for their dedication and 
tireless work and the many, many community 
members who support our work. 

For more information visit www.hospic-
eslv.org or call 31-26-3105.

HAMMOND – 2021 is Spay Neuter Now’s 
(SNN) 27th year of providing spay/neuter ser-
vices to in-need cats & dogs.  

Despite the COVID shutdown, SNN was 
able to spay/neuter a new annual record of 
1,563 cats & dogs in 2020 and has now pro-
vided assistance for over 23,000 North Coun-
try animals.

SNN programs include a high quality, high 
volume mobile spay/neuter clinic and veteri-
nary partnerships with Town & Country Vet 
Clinic in Ogdensburg, Potsdam and Massena; 
and Little Friends Veterinary Services, Lyons 
Falls.

Since the start of the partnership with 
Town & Country, their three clinics have pro-
vided over 3,500 spays and neuters through 
this program.

SNN spay/neuter cat packages are $85 and 
dog packages range from $140-$215 depend-
ing on gender, weight and age.  All SNN pro-
gram packages include vaccinations for rabies 
& distemper as part of this subsidized-cost 
surgery package.

SNN programs operate primarily in St. 
Lawrence, Jefferson and Lewis counties for 
cats & dogs in income-qualified households, 
as well as for caretakers of free-roaming cats.  

Please call 315-489-0541 or visit www.
spayneuternow.org for information and to 
start your application for assistance.

Spay-Neuter-Now is a 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it charity and its programs depend on the 
continued dedication of its supporters, vol-
unteers, donors and staff.  Tax-deductible 
donations can be made to Spay Neuter Now, 
PO Box 802, Canton, NY 13617.

The Arc Jefferson - St. Lawrence, contin-
ues to thrive while facing challenges related 
to the pandemic. Despite funding cuts and 
having 20% of the Medicaid budget withheld, 
the agency supported over 2,000 people with 
developmental disabilities to lead safe, fulfill-
ing lives in 2020. 

Between the counties, there are 51 residen-
tial sites, two work centers, seven Day Habili-
tation site-based programs, Federal contracts 
at the border stations and Fort Drum, two UPS 
stores, as well as many community-based work 
and educational programs for children, teens, 
and adults. Clinical services such as Occu-
pational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech 
Therapy, and an Article 16 Clinic are available. 

The agency also has certified Applied Behavior 
Analysts to guide service plans, as needed.

The Arc Jefferson St. Lawrence employs 
1,300 staff members and has an annual bud-
get of $70 million. The agency is overseen by 
Howard Ganter, chief executive officer and 
Jackie Sauter serves as the board of directors’ 
president.

“The impact of COVID-19 will be with us 
for years based on the fiscal challenges it has 
caused, but we are a resilient organization and 
will come out of this stronger,” stated CEO 
Howie Ganter. “Words cannot express the 
appreciation for all our staff members’ efforts 
to keep the people we support safe, keep fami-
lies informed, and maintain operations despite 

not only the pressures of the virus, but the 
challenges we face daily.”

In 2021, the agency will continue to inno-
vate and advocate for quality services, as it 
has done for nearly 70 years. There will be 
increased use of technology to support people, 
and community-based services will be a pri-
ority when it is safe to resume these activities. 
Advocacy will continue to keep programs that 
the people supported and to increase funding 
to enhance staff salaries.

The Arc Jefferson – St. Lawrence provides 
lifelong opportunities that improve the lives of 
people, so they may achieve their aspirations. 
To learn more, visit www.thearcjslc.org or on 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube.
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Bronson One Hour and Roto-Rooter has 
moved!

We recently purchased 7585 US Highway 
11, across the road from the old location in 
June 2020. Although still renovating, we are 
open for business.

The Bronson name has been known in the 
plumbing and heating business since 1946. 

Harry Bronson, Dan Bronson’s father, 
started his plumbing and heating business 
in the summer of 1946. Dan started working 
full time in the business after graduating 
from Canton College in 1971. Harry Bronson 
retired in 1986.  

Dan and his wife Pat wanted to go in a dif-
ferent direction and started their own busi-
ness in April of 1986 under the name Bronson 
Service Corp. The first DBA was for the 
plumbing side of the business as Roto-Rooter 
Plumbing Service. Dan had purchased the 
Roto-Rooter franchise servicing St Lawrence 
County in 1976.  

At the start of the business, the heating 
was done under the name of Bronson Service 
Corp. until the purchase of the One Hour 
Heating and Air Conditioning Franchise in 
2003.

Roto-Rooter Plumbing  is not just a drain 
cleaning service; it does all facets of plumb-
ing service from water pumps and systems, 
sewage pumps and systems, water heaters, 
faucets, toilets and water conditioning. Sewer 
cleaning, for residential and commercial, is 
done with many types of equipment from 
cable machines, pressure jetters, both with 
hot and cold water and, thawing machines, 
for a solution to almost every drain problem. 

As a new offering Roto-Rooter has recent-
ly purchased trenchless sewer replacement 
equipment to repair or replace sewer sys-

tems with minimal intrusion to the area. 
Roto-Rooter has a 100 % satisfaction guar-
antee on all work and you know your price 
before you start with their straightforward 
pricing. 

In 2008 Bronson Service Corp. became a 
dealer for Kinetico water softeners and other 
water conditioning products. 

With Bronson’s One Hour Heating and 
Air Conditioning, you will receive first class 
service that is professional and on time. You 
will breathe easy knowing all one hour tech-
nicians are professionally trained, skilled and 
experienced and ready to help. 

We handle many brands of high efficient 
oil, natural gas and propane boilers and fur-
naces. 

We also install high efficient air condition-
ers and heat pumps and Mitsubishi ductless 
mini split air conditioning and heat pumps. 
Bronson One Hour is a Mitsubishi “Diamond 
Dealer.”

We have a satisfaction guarantee on the 
heating side as well.  

If you aren’t 100% satisfied with the work 
we will make it right.  

All costs will be detailed up front for your 
approval before any work begins with their 
Straight Forward PricingTM. 

All installations are performed to the high-
est safety and quality standards. All employ-
ees are drug tested and background checked. 

We also have protection plans for your 
equipment to fit your home’s needs, and many 
financing options for replacement equipment.  

You have our personal commitment to pro-
viding superior service. So, get comfortable 
now and discover the One Hour difference.

Follow us on Facebook at One Hour at 
Bronson Service and Roto-Rooter Potsdam.

Arconic helps expand fi sh monitoring
With the support of a grant from Arconic 

Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, an 
environmental conservation nonprofit that 
works locally and globally, is expanding its 
use of innovative eDNA monitoring technol-
ogy to protect iconic lake whitefish and cisco 

species in the rivers and waterways near the 
Arconic facility in Massena. 

The Nature Conservancy will seek to use 
this cutting-edge technology to investigate the 
extent of the threat posed by invasive species 
and how native species can be best protected.
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St. Lawrence County IDA points to 2020 positive developments

Village Green series ready for 2021

Providing opportunities for people with disabilities that last a lifetime.

Working hard to keep your 
loved ones safe.

www.thearcjslc.org

The mission of the St. Lawrence County 
Industrial Development Agency (IDA) is to 
promote, encourage, attract, and develop job 
opportunities and economically sound com-
merce and industry in St. Lawrence County.  

Although 2020 was a difficult year, there 
were positive economic development activities 
in the County.  For example, an overwhelming 
number of our key private sector employers 
were designated as “essential” industries, 
enabling these businesses to continue their 
operations throughout the pandemic, limiting 
layoffs and positioning them for future success.  
Additionally, company expansion projects are 
underway at Corning Inc, In-Law Brewing 
Company, North American Forest Group, and 
Structural Wood Corporation.  

The ability of our employers, including pri-
vate industry, not-for-profit, and public insti-
tutions to persevere throughout this pandemic 
has been remarkable. Their success is a testa-
ment both to their own resiliency and to the 
dedication of our local workforce.

The IDA spent most of the year working with 
its partners responding to the pandemic.  In 
addition to chairing the County’s Reopening 
Task Force, the IDA worked with the County 
Chamber, Small Business Development Center, 
Cooperative Extension, and numerous local, 
regional, and state economic development part-

ners to provide businesses and residents with 
the best information possible regarding custom-
er and worker safety, financial assistance, and 
general business guidance.

At the beginning of the crisis, the IDA assist-
ed businesses in seeking the essential business 
designation that helped keep many open. The 
IDA worked quickly with the North Country 
Alliance to create an emergency loan fund for 
businesses and a payment moratorium was 
offered early on to IDA Local Development 
Corporation borrowers so companies could plan 
accordingly for their short-term needs. 

IDA staff reached out to several hundred 
businesses to offer support.  Ads ran on local 
radio stations, in print, and online. As the crisis 
evolved, the IDA worked with its partners to 
host virtual networking events to help busi-
nesses connect and learn from one another.   
Window and lawn signs were placed in front of 
businesses and institutions to encourage and 
enhance the public health messaging. Progress 
in St. Lawrence County can be seen through a 
number of important property redevelopment 
projects. Quarry Potsdam, LLC, is moving for-
ward with the renovation of the 88,572 square 
foot building known as Clarkson University’s 
Old Snell Hall in downtown Potsdam.  Through 
an IDA PILOT for the project, the building, will 
generate over $2.1 million in PILOT payments 

to the village, town, county, and school district 
over the next 30 years.

The IDA has received a $500,000 award 
from the Northern Border Regional Council 
and a $200,000 loan/grant award from the 
Development Authority of the North Country 
for rehabilitation work at the 64,000 square 
foot former Newell Building in Ogdensburg. 
Plans also continue for the study regarding the 
development of a business park on property 
owned by Arconic in Massena. The IDA sought 
received a $90,000 award from Empire State 
Development toward this project.  

Eight community-scale solar developments 
have been approved for PILOT assistance by the 
IDA. These projects represent over $120,000 in 
revenue for the county and taxing jurisdictions 
in the first year, which will increase by 2% per 
year over the life of the PILOTs. There are over 
20 similar projects in the pipeline.  As we work 
to continue to develop the skills and aptitude 
of our workforce, the IDA received an award 
from the USDA Rural Business Development 

Grant Program to assist with the cost of tuition 
for students interested in taking the CDL-A 
training course now being offered at the CREST 
Center at SUNY Canton.  This seven-week cer-
tification program will give people the chance 
to obtain a Class A Commercial Driver’s License 
locally; 21 students participated in 2020.  

The IDA and New York Power Authority host-
ed the business-to-business “Center for Entre-
preneurial Leadership” program that is the first 
spin off from a highly successful program initi-
ated at the University of Buffalo.  SUNY Canton 
is the local sponsor for this affiliation. Six small 
business leaders from throughout the county 
completed the session. The IDA Local Devel-
opment Corporation and St. Lawrence River 
Valley Redevelopment Agency also approved 
$100,000 in awards for the 2020 River Valley 
Community Development and Environmental 
Improvement Program and provided $700,000 
in loan financing packages for numerous local 
companies.

Info: 315-379-9806 or visit www.slcida.com.

The Norwood Village Green Concert Series is 
a non-profit founded to impact our home com-
munities via inspiring and spirit-uplifting public 
outdoor performances. The key words here are 
“Public Outdoor Performances”.

In May, 2020 it was decided that the 2020 
season of the Norwood Village Green Concert 
Series would be postponed until 2021 due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

Those restrictions were on-going throughout 
the traditional series’ season. They are continu-
ing and the outlook seems to be that when the 
series is expected resume in late spring 2021 the 
restrictions will be lifted. 

The series did not engage in any on-line 
performances due to the nature of its mission 

(public outdoor performances) but instead con-
centrated on facilities improvements.

During the 2020 down-time energies were 
spent to upgrade the facilities.

The restrooms needed work, especially tak-
ing into consideration COVID-19 requirements. 
The restrooms have received a professional 
paint job financed by the series and the Village 
of Norwood will resurface and redo the floor-
ing in the spring of 2021. The lighting project 
was completed with required electrical system 
upgrading. and the procurement, installation, 
and programming of the system. 

The series 48th annual season in 2021’s 
theme is “Taking a Sad Song and Making it 
Better”.
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  We can assist with:
• Low Interest Loans
• Site Selection Assistance
• Networking and Business
   Contacts
• Industrial Building 
   Construction
• Tax Abatement Programs
• And more...

Have you or someone you know 
recently RELOCATED or PLAN TO 

RELOCATE to ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY?

Call (315) 379-9806 TODAY or visit us at www.SLCIDA.com

Escape the challenges of city living and
Come ‘Home’ to St. Lawrence County!

Start, Develop, Grow
Your Business Here and Improve

YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE.!

St. Lawrence Health System brings new models of patient-centered care
St. Lawrence Health System (SLHS) con-

tinues to bring new models of patient-cen-
tered, cost-effective, accountable care to our 
community. 

As a ‘health system,’ SLHS integrates three 
hospitals; Canton-Potsdam Hospital, which 
includes a Level III Trauma Center; Gouver-
neur Hospital; and Massena Hospital. 

In addition, SLHS consists of an extensive 
network of outpatient specialty and primary 
care facilities across the County, including in 
Brasher Falls, Canton, Colton, DeKalb Junc-
tion, Edwards, Gouverneur, Louisville, Mas-
sena, Norfolk, and Potsdam. 

SLHS also serves as a powerful engine of 
access, progress, and growth that helps to 
strengthen the North Country’s economy. As 
the largest employer in St. Lawrence County, 
SLHS employs 1,950 staff and 195 full-time 
medical providers. 

At the close of 2020, SLHS successfully 
recruited more than 25 new providers in the 
specialty fields of anesthesiology, cardiology, 

emergency medicine, gastroenterology, gen-
eral surgery, hospital medicine, midwifery, 
orthopedic surgery, pediatrics, podiatry, and 
pulmonology. 

Our hospitals also serve as important 
training grounds for future healthcare lead-
ers. In many communities, the local hospital 
is the leading source of jobs and helps support 
other local businesses.

On January 1, 2020, Massena Hospital 
began operating as a member of SLHS; ensur-
ing long-term stability of coordinated health-
care within the Massena community. 

Since its inclusion a year ago, the Hospital’s 
primary care practices have been granted 
Rural Health Clinic status, which helps solidi-
fy consistency of care for patients within rural 
and underserved communities. 

Massena Hospital also joins Canton-Pots-
dam and Gouverneur hospitals in achieving 
national accreditation from Det Norske Ver-
itas (DNV), the only hospital accreditation 
program approved by the US Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) that 
integrates the ISO 9001 Quality Management 
System with the Medicare Conditions of Par-
ticipation. 

DNV sets the highest of standards in 
patient safety and quality with rigorous eval-
uation processes that impact patient care and 
patient safety facility- and system-wide. 

Gouverneur Hospital began a 2,697 square 
foot modernization of its former medical sur-
gical space in August. 

On schedule for a March 2021 completion, 
the space will house an Integrated Outpatient 
Behavioral Health Clinic offering compre-
hensive care for all types of behavioral health 
needs. 

The Hospital’s Outpatient Substance Use 
Disorder Clinic continues to expand its offer-
ing of medication-assisted treatment, and 
the Maternity Wrap (M-Wrap) program has 
grown into an invaluable support resource 
for pregnant and post-pregnant patients with 
substance use disorders. 

As an extension of the Hospital’s outreach, 
telehealth, peer recovery, and virtual group 
therapy are made available, continuity of care 
remains critical for patients of the Behavioral 
Health and Substance Use Disorder pro-
grams; so much so that OASAS has granted 
permanent telehealth certification for these 
outpatient services. 

Shortly after the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic, therapists of the service line quick-
ly implemented a 24/7 emotional support 
and mental health hotline (315) 261-5395, to 
ensure staff and community members could 
quickly establish help navigating through dif-
ficult moments. 

SLHS’s Clinical and Rural Health Research 
Department (CRHRD) was awarded an 
additional $150K of funding (on top of the 
$216K award in 2019) by the Patient-Cen-
tered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI). 
The award was earmarked for COVID-19 
community education with collaborative 
work between PCORI, healthcare providers, 
patients, and community members. 

The grant was fulfilled through two 
COVID-19 educational seminars and a three-
part educational series. 

Throughout the year, CRHRD was engaged 
in over 20 research projects, including the 
introduction of local COVID-19 Operation 
Warp Speed inpatient and outpatient clinical 
trials, physician-initiated research, and col-
laborations with local and national universi-
ties.  

SLHS’s obstetrics, gynecology, and fertility 
program offers telecommunication for high-
risk pregnancies where patients are afforded 
an on-site consult with an off-site specialist. 
Similarly, Tele-Maternal Fetal Monitoring 
with a specialist from Rochester Region-
al Health is now available in real time for 
patients presenting to the Emergency Depart-
ment. 

SLHS was the first within the County 
to obtain Endobronchial ultrasound bron-
choscopy; a procedure to more accurately 
diagnose and determine treatment for lung 
disorders and lung cancer. 

Also this year, the Center for Cancer Care 
was equipped to perform Stereotactic Body 
Radiation Therapy (radiosurgery), which 
targets tumors with high-precision radiation 
beams; significantly reducing the number of 
treatments necessary, and a critical alterna-
tive for those who cannot undergo surgery. 

St. Lawrence Health System experienced 
a cyberattack on October 28 that resulted 
in the temporary suspension of information 
technology applications at two of its hospitals. 
Through an immediate response of its secu-
rity teams, there was no unauthorized access, 
copying, or misuse of patient or employee 
information. 

Concentrated efforts throughout 2020 
realized into a formal affiliation between 
Rochester Regional Health and St. Lawrence 
Health System on January 1, 2021. 

The affiliation will soon avail SLHS and 
its patients access to Rochester Regional 
Health’s sophisticated electronic health 
record system (EPIC), innovative population 
health management programs, and invest-
ments in capital improvements and provider 
recruitment and retention initiatives.  

SL Health System | Provided

St. Lawrence Health System’s Associate Chief 
Medical Offi cer and St. Lawrence County Board of 
Health President Andrew Williams, MD, FACP, re-
ceives the fi rst Pfi zer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
administered at Canton-Potsdam Hospital by CPH 
Director of Nursing Education Amy Nugent.

SL Health System | Provided

SEE SLHS ON 17.
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TRUSTED

CONNECTED
PREPARED

READY

HERE

St. Lawrence Health System continues to work in 

meet the needs of our communities. Together, we remain 
resourceful, innovative, and prepared to offer access to 
safe healthcare, vaccinations, and high-speed testing.

In the face of any challenge, we are here for what’s next.

StLawrenceHealthSystem.org/prepared

for what’s next.

Affiliated with ROCHESTER REGIONAL HEALTH

Although 2020 was an unprecedented year 
with unforeseen challenges and mandates, 
SLHS continued to provide essential care 
through alternative means, while undertak-
ing new projects that enhance safety and 
provide access to COVID-19 testing and 
vaccinations. 

Early interventions, innovative precau-
tions, enhanced screenings, fast testing, 
and thorough training on use of personal 
protective equipment are contributors to 
SLHS’s success in keeping COVID-19 out its 
facilities. 

Specialty and primary care services 
began offering telehealth and virtual visits 
to ensure continued access to essential care 
for its patients. 

SLHS established four COVID-19 testing 
centers across the County and installed six 
Rheonix fast-testing units among its hospi-
tals; each unit capable of processes 88 tests 
per day with results produced within hours 
of collection. 

To care for the communities SLHS serves, 
inside its hospitals’ walls, SLHS construct-
ed additional negative pressure rooms (to 
accommodate a surge in COVID+ cases), 
drive-through testing centers, safe and 
socially distanced waiting areas, an obstet-
rics triage room within the Birthplace, and 
installed tempered glass throughout our 
patient-facing areas. 

As a participant in Operation Warp 
Speed, SLHS acquired ThermoScientific 
freezer and refrigeration units to accom-
modate the storage of Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines, and under coordination with 
New York State Department of Health and 
local health departments, was selected as 
a vaccine distribution point for five North 
Country hospitals within St. Lawrence, Jef-
ferson, and Franklin counties. 

Most recently, in collaboration with New 
York State and St. Lawrence County Pub-
lic Health, SLHS will manage large-scale 
points of distribution (PODs) across the 
County. 

Through a collaboration with New York 
State and SUNY Potsdam, the first POD 

became active at Maxcy Hall the week of 
January 18, 2021.

SLHS is proud to collaborate with local 
universities and high schools to quick-
ly meet the robust safety demands of 
COVID-19; including designing an emer-
gency department respiratory unit, con-
struction of intubation safety boxes, inven-
tion of a more efficient mask strapping and 
sterilization process, extending the battery 
life longevity of Positive Air Pressure Res-
pirators, supplemental freezer storage, uti-
lizing clinical student resources for testing 
and vaccinating the masses, and hosting 
County-wide vaccination PODs. 

As a result of collective fundraising 
efforts among foundations, guilds, and aux-
iliaries across SLHS, more than $500,000 
was realized; supporting initiatives such as 
clinical enhancements, suicide prevention 
education, nursing education, COVID-19 
response efforts, enrichments in patient 
experience, and equipment for simulation 
training. 

An additional $1.966M was received 
in grant funding for programs including 

COVID-19 telehealth, opioid treatment, 
maternal wrap-around services, cancer 
screening support, patient-centered clinical 
outcomes education, and patient safety ini-
tiatives. 

As of December 2020, SLHS achieved an 
annual net operating revenue of $296M, 
inclusive of operating revenues for CPH, 
CPMP, GH, and MH. 

SLHS also received $21.6M in CARE 
funding as a response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, to support COVID-19 patient 
care initiatives.

“We are incredibly grateful for the out-
pouring of support we have received from 
our local community members. Your words 
of encouragement and strength continue 
to make a difference,” said St. Lawrence 
Health System President David Acker. 

“We expect 2021 will present a combina-
tion of recovery and growth. While we are 
working to ensure our communities receive 
vaccines as soon as possible, we remain 
optimistic and poised to expect the unex-
pected.”

SLHS . . .
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315-265-8190

Staff and professionals at CHMC pivoted to face pandemic challenge

SLFCU plans new Heuvelton branch

Spay-Neuter-Now, a North Country Non-Profi t Charity

For Clinic Info & Applications Call:

Spay - Neuter - Now

Prevention & Education

  315-489-0541 • 315-486-0094     

Affordable Spaying & Neutering
for Dogs & Cats

www.spayneuternow.org

See Our 2021 Collection Online at
MooresHillLilacs.com

• More Than 40 Varieties
• Pinks, Purples, Whites
• North Country Hardy
• Display Garden

West Potsdam

www.apothecarychocolates.com

Five Elements Living 
46 SH 68 | Colton

G I V E   T H E   G I F T  O F G I V E   T H E   G I F T  O F 

Find Apothecary Chocolates at these
FINE LOCAL RETAILERS or ONLINE.

Verville Flowers, Massena 
Maple Run Emporium, Potsdam
Jernabi Coffee House, Potsdam

Willow Tree Florist, Potsdam
Nature Storehouse, Canton

Five Elements Living Center, Colton

L u x u r i o u s   L u x u r i o u s   
C h o co l a t eC h o co l a t e

To say 2020 was a challenging year would 
be understating the obvious: it was a year of 
relentless unknowns, universally forcing Clax-
ton-Hepburn Medical Center and the North 
Country to adapt and improvise on how we live 
our everyday lives. 

The “normal” we all knew disappeared, 
and our staff and medical professionals were 
forced to pivot from day-to-day operations, 
treatment, and prevention to preparing and 
caring for patients of an unpredictable pan-
demic. 

For Claxton-Hepburn, like so many other 
healthcare systems, it was a year of difficult 
decisions that were necessary to ensure future 
care remains here for our patients, care truly 

driven by local decision makers to keep us 
North Country Strong. 

Strong patient care has been a constant 
driver during 2020. At the onset of the pan-
demic, we created the Respiratory Clinic and 
COVID Nursing Advice Hotline as proactive 
responses. Recognizing the challenges of 
accessing needed care, we worked hard to 
reopen all of our patient care services to the 
community as soon as state mandates allowed. 

Most services are available now, including 
physical rehabilitation, cardiology, lab and 
x-ray, surgical services, and patient finan-
cial counseling, to name a few. We have also 
become a COVID testing and vaccination site 
to ensure local residents had someplace nearby 

to go for answers and prevention.
Despite the financial losses and staff posi-

tions claimed by the pandemic, Claxton-Hep-
burn remained dedicated to providing safe, 
high-level quality care. Our staff never stopped 
striving for excellence, and we are proud of the 
accomplishments they accomplished in the 
midst of so many unknowns. 

We were able to expand oncology care to our 
Waddington and Canton Health Centers, and 
we now have same-day appointments and con-
venient care, open seven days a week, at our 
Canton Health Center. 

Other highlights include our Surgical 
Robotics team, who performed their 500th 
surgery using our da Vinci XI surgical robot; 
our Richard E. Winter Cancer Center, who 
was granted a three-year accreditation by The 
American College of Surgeons Commission on 
Cancer (CoC), as well as CoC’s 2019 Outstand-
ing Achievement Award; and our Intensive 
Care Unit, who celebrated two years of being 
Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infection 
free. 

Despite the ups and downs of 2020 overall, 
Claxton-Hepburn was also able to grow our 
team of providers to offer our patients even 
more services closer to home. 

Our provider recruitment team welcomed to 
our medical staff: Soheil Altafi, MD, Gastroen-
terology; Mizra Ashraf, MD, Tele-Cardiology; 
Aaron Campbell, MD, Emergency Medicine; 
John Duffy, MD, Family Medicine; Michael 
Gordon, MD, Anesthesiology; Varun Katdare, 
MD, Hospitalist; Francis Lee, MD, Pulmon-
ology & Sleep Medicine; William Smith, MD, 
Orthopedic Surgery; Dr. Rebecca Tan-Alberto, 
Anesthesiology; Ryan Beshaw, LMSW; Glenn 
DiMatteo, CRNA; Katelyn Guarino, LMSW; 
Kinglsey Malcolm, CRNA; Alana Stevenson, 
FNP-C; and Leah Thompson, PMHNP-C.

2020 could not stop progress where it is 
needed most. Claxton-Hepburn began work 
on our Children’s Mental Health Unit, a new 
12-bed inpatient child and adolescent psychi-
atric unit, thanks to a $2.63 million grant from 
New York State and support from the Clax-
ton-Hepburn Foundation and Auxiliary. Once 
completed, the new unit will provide inpatient 
treatment for children and adolescents under 

18 years of age. This unit’s addition compli-
ments CHMC’s continuum of care that begins 
in its Emergency Department and continues 
through outpatient services at our Wellness 
Center.

Although community collaboration looked 
very different from past years, Claxton-Hep-
burn was still able to work with the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture and host a Farmers to 
Families Food Drive, where 1080 boxes, or 
21,000 pounds, of dairy, produce, and meat 
products, were distributed to 360 households 
at the event. 

We also teamed up with the Northern Area 
Health Education Center, Inc. (NAHEC) at the 
start of the year to provide a one-day Medi-
cal Academy of Science and Health (MASH) 
Camp, where students that participated in 
the camp were provided an inside look and 
hands-on-experience into various aspects of 
careers in the medical field.   

Claxton-Hepburn was even able to add a 
new monthly Bereavement Support Group and 
a Facebook Cancer Support Group for commu-
nity members. 

2020 was also a year of collaboration 
between healthcare systems. Claxton-Hep-
burn and Carthage Area Hospital expanded 
on their collaboration and found ways to create 
efficiencies, expand services, and share critical 
staff during times of need caused by the pan-
demic’s consequences. In 2021, our leadership 
will explore more opportunities to share staff 
and services between the organizations to 
offer the best care, closer to home, from North 
Country grown hospitals.

As we look to 2021, we know the work ahead 
is hard and ongoing. With COVID-19 vaccina-
tions and hospitalizations as a focus initially, 
we sincerely look forward to the months past 
the pandemic, when we can get back to busi-
ness as usual: taking care of our communities, 
and fulfilling our mission to meet the needs of 
those we serve. 

We encourage you to stay connected with 
us through Facebook or by visiting us at www.
claxtonhepburn.org to stay up to date on the 
latest COVID-19 pandemic and all the ways we 
are working to keep you North Country Strong.

For St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union, this 
past year has been unlike any other. 

Everyone has been affected by uncertainty 
and hardship. We are proud to say our credit 
union has been able to continue providing 
services, to meet the needs of our members, 
along with taking the necessary steps for 
health and safety. Our staff has been accom-
modating with the steps we have had to take, 
and we would like to recognize them for their 
patience and understanding.

In 2020, St. Lawrence Federal Credit 
Union ranked 17th on the New York State 
Society of Human Resource Management’s 
list of “Best Companies to Work For” in the 
state. The credit union is listed Under the 
category of best small companies to work 
for, which they define as having 15-99 U.S. 
employees.  

We offer a host of products and services for 
our members, rewards checking, debit cards, 
credit cards, online banking, mobile banking, 
mobile deposit & much more.  You also have 
free access to over 30,000 ATM’s nationwide 
through our participation in the ATM Co-op 
network.  That means more direct access to 
your money than most traditional bank cus-
tomers do.

With a look to the future, we will be open-
ing a new branch in Heuvelton, with a target 
for opening in March of this year.  It will be 

located in the building attached to historic 
Pickens Hall.  We hope to start the renova-
tions shortly.

St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union has 
been approved by our regulating agency, 
NCUA, to expand our field of membership to 
include 11 more counties that surround St. 
Lawrence County. 

St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union has 
always made its mission to serve the commu-
nity by providing added value, personalized 
service, and increased flexibility; these are 
benefits that a lot of the bigger financial insti-
tutions can’t and don’t provide,” stated Todd 
Mashaw, president & CEO, St. Lawrence Fed-
eral Credit Union. 

“Our slogan, ‘Where People Are Worth 
More Than Money’, serves as a reminder that 
we are not in a money business, we are in a 
people business and our members are our 
number one priority” added Mashaw.

Our expansion has been done with the 
future in mind, giving us the ability to grow 
and be somewhat geographically diverse. This 
will not alter any products or services we cur-
rently offer and will not affect any member 
service. We will continue to do business elec-
tronically or traditionally, your choice.  

St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union is still 
your hometown financial institution and as 
always, here to serve you.  
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Moore’s Hill lilac garden now online

SeaComm adapted to changes of 2020 to continue services

SAVINGS  
to Love!

February

50%  Winter Wearoff
plus...plus...

Treasures Cove 

BUCKSBUCKS
TT$20

with every $50 salewith every $50 sale

redeemable next visitredeemable next visit

$5Treasures Cove Treasures Cove 

BUCKSBUCKS
with every $20 salewith every $20 sale

redeemable next visitredeemable next visit

Treasures 
Cove

22 Market St, Downtown Potsdam 22 Market St, Downtown Potsdam 
315-261-4113315-261-4113

Thrift & Gift StoreThrift & Gift Store

3rd Anniversary Sale February 20!3rd Anniversary Sale February 20!

treasurecove.biz

MASSENA – This past year, the pandemic 
presented many challenges for North Country 
residents. As an essential service, it was Sea-
Comm’s duty to remain dedicated to the finan-
cial needs of its credit union members. 

SeaComm adapted to the changes that were 
necessary to ensure the health and safety of 
its staff and membership, while continuing to 
meet the needs of the community. 

“Every day, our staff touches the lives of our 
members by providing the best value when it 
comes to financial services,” says Scott A. Wil-
son, president/chief executive officer. “From 
the time they walk into one of our branches, 
phone into our Call Center, or log in at one of 
our mobile delivery platforms, we want the 
experience to exceed their expectations.”

SeaComm continued its efforts with the 
“Pay-it-Forward” program, which allowed it to 
deliver random acts of kindness to more than 
2,100 people during a challenging period. 

In the last year, SeaComm purchased pizza 
for local healthcare workers, paid the admis-
sion costs for nearly 200 people at local drive-
in theaters, provided backpacks and school 
supplies to students in need, surprised families 
with free Christmas trees, and paid off layaway 
balances for individuals during the holidays, 
just to name a few. 

These gestures attracted national attention 
when SeaComm was awarded the Category’s 
Best Diamond Award for an ongoing event, 
and the First Place Dora Maxwell Award for 
social responsibility and community service. 
“These awards are a testament to the fact that 
we are doing what is right, and ultimately has 
a significant benefit to the people of the North 
Country,” said Wilson.

SeaComm staff members have been encour-
aged to participate in the “Do Some Good” 
Program, which allows them to go out into the 

communities served by SeaComm, and dedi-
cate eight hours of company time to volunteer 
for a charity or cause of their choice. 

This ongoing program has allowed Sea-
Comm and employees to make an impact in a 
direct, meaningful way. Staff members took 
advantage of the opportunity, volunteering at 
various local charities, including the Tri-Town 
Community Basket Program and Five Pond 
Partners Volunteer Stewardship Program. In 
combination with this initiative, more than 
$261,000 in donations and sponsorships were 
given, which includes pledge donations to 
CVPH Medical Center, Claxton Hepburn Med-
ical Center, and Massena Hospital Foundation.

SeaComm has continued to support higher 
education with four scholarship endowments 
of $25,000 each, provided to SUNY Canton, 
SUNY Plattsburgh, North Country Communi-
ty College and Clinton Community College. In 
addition, SeaComm also gave fifteen academic 
scholarships to local, college bound high school 
graduates. Each scholarship held a $500 value.

For the tenth consecutive year, SeaComm 
was named as one of the 2020 Best Medium 
Size Companies to Work for in New York. This 
statewide competition recognizes the State of 
New York’s leading employers. The designa-
tion was chosen by SeaComm employees who 
participated in a comprehensive 82-question 
survey in the categories of leadership and plan-
ning, corporate culture and communications, 
role satisfaction, work environment, pay and 
benefits, training development and relation-
ship with supervisor. Out of the employees 
who participated, 96% stated an overall satis-
faction with SeaComm.

Weiss, an independent rating agency, has 
provided SeaComm the “A-” rating in terms of 
excellent financial strength. BauerFinancial, 
Inc., another independent rating company, has 

awarded SeaComm the Superior Five-Stars. 
The star ratings classify each credit union 

based on a complex formula, which factors 
in relevant data including, but not limited to: 
capital, historical trends, loan delinquencies, 
differences in the book and market values of 
its investment portfolio, profitability, repos-
sessed assets, reserves, charge-offs, regulatory 
compliance and asset quality. It has deemed 
SeaComm as safe, financially sound and that 
it is operating well above regulatory capital 
requirements.

Due to years of advanced planning, Sea-
Comm was prepared with the financial 
strength to proceed ahead with its overall 
strategic plan during this uncertain time. The 
credit union expanded its growth strategy 
by opening the doors to its South Burlington 
branch location in January 2020. 

SeaComm also began construction on its 
Essex, VT branch in September, with plans to 
open in the spring.

“As the CEO, my job, along with our dedicat-

ed Board of Directors, is the long-term strategy 
of the organization. This additional location 
will offer the credit union the opportunity to 
continue to grow and diversify our markets,” 
says Wilson. The recent expansion will enable 
SeaComm to continue to provide competitive 
rates and convenient services, with enhanced 
online and mobile banking technology, as well 
as a virtual loan pre-approval program.

With strong financial performance and a 
solid plan for the future, SeaComm is well 
positioned for a brighter year ahead. Assets 
exceed $640 million, with branches in Mas-
sena, Potsdam, Malone, Canton, Ogdensburg, 
Plattsburgh and South Burlington. 

In serving its more than 49,880 members, 
SeaComm looks forward to a successful 2021. 
Membership is open to anyone who lives, 
works, worships or attends school in St. Law-
rence, Franklin, Essex, and Clinton counties, 
New York, and Grand Isle, Chittenden and 
Franklin counties, VT.

The  2021 Virtual Display Garden is now 
online for Moore’s Hill Lilacs.  There  will be 
43 lilac varieties for sale this year, according to 
owners Cliff and Janice Westerling.  

The online display shows photos and 
descriptions for each variety that will be on 
sale, grouped by colors.

The Westerlings  grow and sell lilac shrubs 
as a part-time retirement business, at their 
farm home in West Potsdam. They encourage 
everyone to go online before they come out to 
shop in the spring.  “People are always amazed 
at the variety of colors,” according to the West-
erlings.

Beyond the many shades of purple and 
magenta there are whites, pinks, blues, and 
stunning multi-colored varieties.

Moore’s Hill Lilacs will be open weekends 
for on-site shopping; Saturday 10 to 4, Sun-

day noon to 4, from Mother’s Day weekend to 
Father’s Day.  

In addition, select plants online at the web-
site MooresHillLilacs.com,  phone in an order 
315-265-1630, and then pickup.   

A third option is to call in advance to shop 
by appointment.  Phone orders and by appoint-
ment shopping begins May 1.  Gift certificates 
are also available.  The nursery does not do 
mail order shipping.

Garden clubs and other groups are invited 
to schedule a guided  tour of the large on-site 
display garden with more than 50 varieties.  

Customers shopping for lilacs can also 
tour the display garden. “We always enjoy the 
chance to talk about lilacs,” the Westerlings 
noted.  Customers come from throughout the 
North Country, as far as Watertown, Malone, 
and Lake Placid.
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HOSPICE of St. Lawrence ValleyHOSPICE of St. Lawrence Valley
6805 US Highway 11, Potsdam 6805 US Highway 11, Potsdam 
315-265-3105  |  hospiceslv.org315-265-3105  |  hospiceslv.org

Chronic/Serious Illness orChronic/Serious Illness or
End-of-Life Healthcare...End-of-Life Healthcare...

We Can Help.We Can Help.

Children’s Museum reopens

Chocolate company now in 4th year

Agency works remotely in 2020

The Red Barn
10 Raymond Street 
Potsdam • 315-274-9380 | NorthCountryChildrensMuseum.org

Enjoy changing daily activities, camps, 
classes and events as well as our 

interactive exhibits!

Interactive Digital Wall
Construction Zone • Kids Co-op and Bakery

Adirondack Water Play
Maple Tree Puppet Theater and more!

Discover. Imagine. Play.Discover. Imagine. Play.

Open with 
Limited Capacity
Wed.-Sun. 10am-5pm

Ask AboutAsk About

FinancingFinancing

Options for Any 
Options for Any 

Replacement!
Replacement!

Bronson’sBronson’s

7598 U.S. Highway 11
Potsdam, NY 13676

Call Call 315-265-8192 315-265-8192 
or Visitor Visit

Serving St. Lawrence County and Surrounding Areas.

What a year to remember…or forget? 
2020…

It seems like it started so long ago and in 
a whole different world. The year began like 
any other with events being planned and our 
employees excited for the year ahead. Then, it 
all changed, and we had to learn to adapt. 

During the pandemic, Northern Insuring 
Agency was able to keep operating efficiently 
with employees staying safely at home. 

The company deployed laptops to employ-
ees in need and set everyone up with remote 
access to our systems. Our phones transi-
tioned to cell phones with no indication to the 
customer. It was a smooth transition allowing 
us to be accessible and assist our customers. 
Zoom and other technology was utilized to 
stay in contact with each other.

We had exciting announcements through-
out the year the Potsdam office. 

In March, Tanya Krise, associate vice pres-
ident, was honored the St. Lawrence County 
Chamber “Chamber Day” Award recipient. 

Beck Tessier, senior sales executive, was 
deservingly named a Paul Harris recipient for 
the Potsdam Rotary Club. 

The office stayed as active in the commu-
nity as possible with Amanda Terrance doing 
a virtual “Run a Mile for Hospice” and orga-
nized a food drive for the Potsdam Neighbor-
hood Center, raising nearly $500 between 
food and cash donations. 

Northern did a matching donation of 
$1,500 to the BOCES Rotary Scholarship. 

The office participated in Potsdam Cham-
ber’s Halloween Scavenger hunt and won the 
Halloween window decorating contest!

We shared in the stress of others, but we 
stayed strong and kept our office running as 
efficiently as possible. 

We look forward to continuing those strong 
relationships for years to come. We are  open 
by appointment and working mostly in the 
office; however, we ask customers to screen 
and sanitize before entering to ensure we 
keep a safe environment for all.

POTSDAM -- The North Country Children’s 
Museum (NCCM) at 10 Raymond Street is 
open to the public with limited capacity. Check 
the “reopening tab” on the museum’s website 
for information on COVID guidelines and to 
register for a visit. Regular hours are Wednes-
day through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The museum is geared for children 12 years 
and under and their families. The museum’s 
permanent exhibits celebrate local themes 
including: the Maple Tree Digital interactive, 
Kids’ Co-op Natural Grocery Store modeled 
after the Potsdam Food Co-op, Adirondack 
Waterplay featuring a mini hydroelectric dam 
and a working lock, Construction Zone high-
lighting Mohawk Skywalkers, Adirondack 
Animal Digital Wall, and History of a North 
Country Childhood storytelling exhibit. 

An exterior play area in front of the building 
includes a renovated, historic tractor for climb-
on play. 

There are drop-in Family STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math) pro-
grams every Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. 

These drop-in programs are included with 

membership and admission and there is no 
need to preregister. 

The museum also offers special class series 
that compliment hybrid learning in schools. 
There are vacation week camps during Febru-
ary, April, and summer vacation. 

This February school break, the museum 
has an Art & Music Camp for children in 
grades 1-5. The camp runs Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The cost is $195 for 
the week with a 10% discount for NCCM mem-
bers. 

There are two scholarship spots available 
for all camps and classes on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Registration for camps and classes 
is available through the website.

Museum family memberships are $85 
annually. For families who qualify for free/
reduced lunch through the federal income 
guidelines, annual memberships are only $25 
annually. Daily fees are $8 per person. 

Info: visit NCCM on Facebook, Instagram, 
or through www.northcountrychildrensmuse-
um.org or call 315-274-9380.

COLTON – In a stressful 2020, everyone is 
looking forward to an enlightened 2021.

Apothecary Chocolates is entering its fourth 
year with hope and sweetness. Owner Shelby 
Connelly, despite the pandemic expanded dis-
tribution of these fine, small-batch, handmade 
chocolates, and made its 10,000th bar. 

Found in several local shops in Potsdam 
Canton, and now Massena, the bars are also 
carried in stores throughout the region, 
Adirondacks, 1000 Islands and into Vermont 
and Connecticut. 

“We have been very fortunate despite the 
circumstances of 2020,” said Connelly. “We 
have some wonderful partners who have 
helped us along the challenging path.”

Apothecary Chocolates are made with adap-
togenic herbs, which are nontoxic plants that 
can help the body adapt to stress and fatigue. 
Chocolatier Angela Ballou, who has more than 
10 years experience making chocolate, also 

uses local maple, birch and balsam syrups; 
coffee from St. Lawrence Roasters; local hard 
ciders and spirits and other local ingredients to 
create the various bar collections. Apothecary 
Chocolates is also one of the only places to find 
the ruby “chocolate,” which is a naturally pink 
chocolate with tart, berry undertones.

For the new year, Apothecary Chocolates 
will continue to offer confections through 
local outlets like Maple Run Emporium, Jern-
abi Coffeehouse, Willowtree Florist, Nature 
Storehouse, and most recenly added, Verville’s 
Florist in Massena. 

It can also be purchased the home location 
at Five Elements Living, 46 State Highway 68, 
in Colton, as well as online at www.Apothe-
caryChocolates.com. 

They are already gearing up for Valentine’s 
Day with some special limited edition truffle 
flavors and ruby cacao bars. And gift cards are 
always a great idea!
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North Country This Week

Although New York State has given indoor 

movie theaters permission to reopen, the own-

er of the three in St. Lawrence County is still 

getting an understanding of the new pandemic 

safety measures and isn’t planning to reopen 

them right away.
Jeff Szot owns JS Cinemas, which owns and 

operates the Massena Movieplex, Canton Amer-

ican, Potsdam Roxy, as well as the Route 56 

Auto Drive-in.
“We’re not going to reopen immediately,” Szot 

said. “We’re reviewing guidelines and seeing 

what we can put in place to make it work.”

He says his biggest concern is safety of mov-

iegoers and theater workers, and a big challenge 

to getting back up and running will be “making 

sure everybody’s social distancing, and those 

policies are followed.”
“At this time, there really isn’t too much to 

say. I know everybody’s struggling and every-

body wants these big answers and everything,” 

Szot said. “New York state is keeping the (coro-

navirus infection) numbers low. I hate to see 

anything break out.”
Another huge problem, according to Szot, is 

major production companies aren’t releasing 

new films this year.

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

Republican Congresswoman Elise Stefanik says she 

expects a COVID-19 relief bill will pass before the end of the 

year, Donald Trump is the best choice for President and the 

Affordable Care Act needs to be repealed and replaced.

Stefanik, who has been a frequent visitor to St. Lawrence 

County in this election cycle, also touted her A+ National 

Rifle Association during a recent interview. During this 

campaign cycle Stefanik has visited local businesses to hear 

first-hand the problems they are facing as pandemic restric-

tions remain in place.

SEE STEFANIK PAGE 15

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

Democratic Congressional candidate Tedra Cobb was 

critical of Congress’s failure to pass a COVID-19 relief bill, 

says Joe Biden is the best candidate for president and wants 

a public Medicare that everyone can buy into.

While Cobb has been busy this year reaching out to con-

stituents, she has avoided traditional campaign methods 

including rallies during this election cycle in the interest of 

following public health guidelines.

Cobb’s platform has been focused largely on the need for 

healthcare reform, but also on leveling the playing field 

SEE COBB PAGE 15

Stefanik and Cobb fi ght for 21st
Cobb focused on healthcare Stefanik runs on record

Theaters can open but likely won’t soon

Tedra Cobb
Elise Stefanik

Cheryl Shumway | NCTW

Scare trail and orchard
Emma Rupert organizes pumpkins at Breezy Maples Farm, Massena, while visitors enjoy 

wagon and pony rides, corn mazes, petting zoo, bounce house and movie theater. A ‘scare 

trail’ is planned for Fridays and Saturdays until Halloween. 

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG – Allegiant Air has ended service at 

Ogdensburg Airport but the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port 

Authority says it has not received notice.

“Due to continuing diminished demand brought on 

by the coronavirus pandemic, Allegiant has made the 

difficult decision to cease operations at Ogdensburg Inter-

national Airport,” a statement from Allegiant said. “The 

extended closure of the U.S.-Canadian border as well as 

mandatory quarantines for travel to New York have exac-

erbated the pandemic’s effect on demand in the area.”

A statement from OBPA Chairman Sam Burns says 

nothing official has been received yet.

“Due to the continued presence of Covid-19 throughout 

the United States and Canada, we understand the diffi-

culties this has placed on all airlines in our country.  With 

the U.S.- Canadian border closed until further notice, 

we understand the difficulties Allegiant faces trying to 

operate financially along border communities,” Burns 

said.  “However, we are aware that the company that 

works alongside of Allegiant at Ogdensburg International 

Airport has released all of their employees and will soon 

remove the equipment used to service baggage handling, 

in effect, ceasing operations at our airport.  Of course we 

are disappointed with this development but understand 

the reasons behind it.”
Burns said the OBPA has enjoyed excellent relation-

Allegiant Air 
ends services 

SEE ALLEGIANT PAGE 16

Welcome to the new, expanded North Country 

This Week St. Lawrence County Edition.

Created just for readers who pay to receive 

home delivery of our paper, this new edition is 

packed with even more St. Lawrence County news!

Inside, you’ll fi nd stories and information avail-

able in both the Potsdam-Canton and Massena-Og-

densburg editions. 
Thank you for subscribing. Your support helps 

make our local news reporting possible.

We hope you appreciate the increased number 

of St. Lawrence County stories, photos, letters to 

the editor and coming events that will arrive in 

your mailbox every week.

Welcome to our paid edition
SEE THEATERS PAGE 16
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St. Lawrence County 2020 election results

Walczyk beats Hammond
Stefanik keeps congressional seat

LeMay wins City Judge Seat

With all polling places reporting, Republican Greg Storie is ahead of Democrat Nicole Duvé by 21,565-13,413 in the race for St. Lawrence County Court judge. That tally includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls today.There are still over 8,000 absen-tee ballots that will need to be counted before results are official. St. Lawrence County Board of Elections officials say that process should start next week.
Of the 8,484 absentee ballots, 4,282 are Democratic and 2,206 are Republican. There are also 1,443 with no party affiliation, and 544 other parties.

Storie is a Canton Central School graduate who also received degrees from SUNY Potsdam and SIU School of Law. He said he has passed the New York and Illinois Bar exams and has about 13 years of experience as an attorney.He said he started his career as a general practitioner and has han-dled a wide variety of cases. He has also served as a village justice in Canton.
His campaign focused largely on the idea that he would no 

legislate from the 
bench if elected.

Nicole Duvé
Nicole Duvé has 

nearly 30 years of 
experience and has 
served as St. Law-
rence County assis-

tant district attorney, St. Lawrence County public defend-er, Franklin County Court attorney, Potsdam town justice, St. Lawrence County district attorney and special assistant United States attorney for the Northern District of New York.Duvé, a Democrat, who is also on the Working Families line and oth-ers in the race. 
She said she ran across multiple lines because as a judge, she will be a judge for everyone, not just some people.

Duvé is the principal law clerk for St. Lawrence County and said she has first-hand experience with the many changes in the court system passed by the state last year.Also, Renee Cole is running unopposed for county clerk and has received 18,596 votes to 72 write-ins thus far.

Republican Rep. Elise Stefanik has won a fourth term, fighting off a challenge by Democratic Tedra Cobb of Canton.
Stefanik led in all 12 counties in the congressional district, with, 163,307 votes to 90,562 for Cobb. However, a large number of absentee ballots have not yet been counted, but the number is not believed to be large enough to 

alter the outcome 
of the election.

In St. Law-
rence County, 
Stefanik received 
22,989 votes, 
compared to 
12,359 for Cobb. 

A total of 8,484 absentee still need to be counted – including 4,282 from Demo-

crats, 2,206 from Republicans and 1,443 from voters with no party affiliation.
Stefanik, of Schuylerville, is seeking her fourth term, and first won election in 2014 at age 30, becoming the youngest Republi-can woman ever elected to Con-gress.

SEE STEFANIK PAGE 10

Republican Mark Walcyzk has won a second term to represent the 116th state Assembly district, defeating Democrat Alex Ham-mond.
Walcyzk received 28,216 votes compared to 13,564 for Hammond in the “River District,” which covers the northern half of both St. Law-rence and Jefferson counties as well as Potsdam and Canton.

The totals do not include 10,116 absentee ballots expected to be counted next week, but even if all were cast for Hammond, they would not affect the outcome of the race.
In his home county of Jefferson County, Walcyzk received 15,115 votes, compared to 6,004 for Ham-mond. In St. Lawrence County, he 

received 13,101, 
compared to 7,560 
for Hammond.

Walcyzk, 35, 
a former aide for 
State Sen. Patty 
Ritchie, served 
on the Watertown 

City Council from 2016-2019. He defeated Democratic Assemblywoman Addie Jenne in the 2018 election.
He was critical of the governor’s ongoing state of emergency and pointed out that the pandemic, while being managed, is still going on and the governor recently inked a book deal highlighting his perfor-mance during the crisis.

SEE ASSEMBLY PAGE 10

With all polling places having been counted, Rachelle Foster is ahead of Rosemary Philips in the race for Canton town justice.Philips, an independent can-didate, has 701 votes to 1,792 for Foster, a Republican. The tally 

includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls.There are still 558 Democrat absentee ballots, 249 Repub-lican, 184 independent and 56 other party absentee ballots to be counted before the results will be 

made official. St. 
Lawrence County 
Board of Elec-
tions officials 
say that process 
should start next 
week.

Foster will  take Canton justice seat

Cheryl Shumway | NCTWBright and early votersA long line of voters waits outside the Potsdam Town Hall in the dark at 6:15 a.m., shortly after the start of Election 
Day.voting. 

Storie

Stefanik

Walczyk

Greg Storie wins St. 
Lawrence County 

Judge Seat 

With all of the in-person and early voting ballots tallied, Dem-ocrat Marcia LeMay is ahead of Republican Ramona Breen in the election for Ogdensburg City Court justice.
LeMay is tallying 2,389 votes to Breen’s 544. The tally includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls today.There are still 388 Democrat, 162 Republican, 107 independent and 52 other party absentee bal-

lots to be counted before results are made official. St. Lawrence County Board of Elections offi-cials say that process should start next week. If all the absentees ended up going to Breen, she would still not have enough to be certified as the winner.
LeMay, a Democrat who has been endorsed by the local police department, says she has 25 years experience as a trial attorney.

LeMay says she’s been a mem-ber of the St. Lawrence County Judicial Diversion/Drug Court Team since 2008. She says Ogdensburg has a drug problem, but it also has a drug court start-ed by Judge Silver that she feels is underused.
LeMay says public services are also important to her. Although she resides in Morristown she is active in various Ogdensburg organizations.

Foster
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BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

Although New York State has given indoor 

movie theaters permission to reopen, the own-

er of the three in St. Lawrence County is still 

getting an understanding of the new pandemic 

safety measures and isn’t planning to reopen 

them right away.
Jeff Szot owns JS Cinemas, which owns and 

operates the Massena Movieplex, Canton Amer-

ican, Potsdam Roxy, as well as the Route 56 

Auto Drive-in.
“We’re not going to reopen immediately,” Szot 

said. “We’re reviewing guidelines and seeing 

what we can put in place to make it work.”

i

BY JIMMY LAWTON
North Country This Week

Democratic Congressional candidate Tedra Cobb w

critical of Congress’s failure to pass a COVID-19 relief

says Joe Biden is the best candidate for president and 

a public Medicare that everyone can buy into.

While Cobb has been busy this year reaching out to

stituents, she has avoided traditional campaign meth

including rallies during this election cycle in the inter

following public health guidelines.

Cobb’s platform has been focused largely on the ne

healthcare reform, but also on leveling the playing fie

SEE COBB PAGE 15
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Walczyk beats Ha
Stefanik keeps congressional seat

LeMay wins City Judge Seat

With all polling places reporting, Republican Greg Storie is ahead of Democrat Nicole Duvé by 21,565-13,413 in the race for St. Lawrence County Court judge. That tally includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls today.There are still over 8,000 absen-tee ballots that will need to be counted before results are official. St. Lawrence County Board of Elections officials say that process should start next week.
Of the 8,484 absentee ballots, 4,282 are Democratic and 2,206 are Republican. There are also 1,443 with no party affiliation, and 544 other parties.

Storie is a Canton Central School graduate who also received degrees from SUNY Potsdam and SIU School of Law. He said he has passed the New York and Illinois Bar exams and has about 13 years of experience as an attorney.He said he started his career as a general practitioner and has han-dled a wide variety of cases. He has also served as a village justice in Canton.
His campaign focused largely on the idea that he would no 
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Republican Rep. Elise Stefanik has won a fourth term, fighting off a challenge by Democratic Tedra Cobb of Canton.
Stefanik led in all 12 counties in the congressional district, with, 163,307 votes to 90,562 for Cobb. However, a large number of absentee ballots have not yet been counted, but the number is not believed to be large enough to 

alter the outcome 
of the election.

In St. Law-
rence County, 
Stefanik received 
22,989 votes, 
compared to 
12,359 for Cobb. 

A total of 8,484 absentee still need to be counted – including 4,282 from Demo-

crats, 2,206 from Republicans and 1,443 from voters with no party affiliation.
Stefanik, of Schuylerville, is seeking her fourth term, and first won election in 2014 at age 30, becoming the youngest Republi-can woman ever elected to Con-gress.

SEE STEFANIK PAGE 10

Republican Mark Walcyzk has won a second term to represent the 116th state Assembly district, defeating Democrat Alex Ham-mond.
Walcyzk received 28,216 votes compared to 13,564 for Hammond in the “River District,” which covers the northern half of both St. Law-rence and Jefferson counties as well as Potsdam and Canton.

The totals do not include 10,116 absentee ballots expected to be counted next week, but even if all were cast for Hammond, they would not affect the outcome of the race.
In his home county of Jefferson County, Walcyzk received 15,115 votes, compared to 6,004 for Ham-mond. In St. Lawrence County, he 
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With all polling places having been counted, Rachelle Foster is ahead of Rosemary Philips in the race for Canton town justice.Philips, an independent can-didate, has 701 votes to 1,792 for Foster, a Republican. The tally 

includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls.There are still 558 Democrat absentee ballots, 249 Repub-lican, 184 independent and 56 other party absentee ballots to be counted before the results will be 

made official. St. 
Lawrence County 
Board of Elec-
tions officials 
say that process 
should start next 
week.

Foster will  take Canton justice seat

Cheryl Shumway | NCTWCheryl Shumway | NCTWBright and early votersA long line of voters waits outside the Potsdam Town Hall in the dark at 6:15 a.m., shortly after the start of Election 
Day.voting. y oting. 
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With all of the in-person and early voting ballots tallied, Dem-ocrat Marcia LeMay is ahead of Republican Ramona Breen in the election for Ogdensburg City Court justice.
LeMay is tallying 2,389 votes to Breen’s 544. The tally includes early voting and ballots cast in person at the polls today.There are still 388 Democrat, 162 Republican, 107 independent and 52 other party absentee bal-

lots to be counted before results are made official. St. Lawrence County Board of Elections offi-cials say that process should start next week. If all the absentees ended up going to Breen, she would still not have enough to be certified as the winner.
LeMay, a Democrat who has been endorsed by the local police department, says she has 25 years experience as a trial attorney.

LeMay says she’s been a mem-ber of the St. Lawrence County Judicial Diversion/Drug Court Team since 2008. She says Ogdensburg has a drug problem, but it also has a drug court start-ed by Judge Silver that she feels is underused.
LeMay says public services are also important to her. Although she resides in Morristown she is active in various Ogdensburg organizations.
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Airports vie for essential 

air service contract for 

Massena Airport.
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OGDENSBURG
Ogdensburg Police Chief 

requests two more offi cers 

at budget meeting.
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NORWOOD
Norwood police create safe 

purchase transaction site as 

holidays approach.
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‘Frozen Foote’ 
features four 
races. 18

Give the gift of local 

art & creativity this 

holiday season! 14-15

BY ANDY GARDNER

North Country This Week

MASSENA -- The town’s director 

of sport fishing promotion says the 

four tournaments planned for this 

summer could bring 1,000 anglers to 

Massena.
Don Meissner told the Town 

Council that the tournaments are 

scheduled for next summer at the 

Massena Intake.
“Each one of these tournaments 

is going to bring a different group 

and type of fishermen to Massena,” 

Meissner told the board. “We will be 

hosting 1,000 different fishermen ... 

the same group will never come back 

a second time to one of these tourna-

ments.”
“The Major League Fishing tour-

nament in June is going to bring the 

top fishermen in the world. They’re 

going to spend up to 10 days here in 

Massena. Then, in July, we will have 

the top tier of the best fishermen in 

FLW coming to our tournament,” 

Meissner said. He said an August 

tournament would bring pro anglers 

who are “somewhat of a drop down 

in their level of success and exper-

tise.” And a fourth in September, 

said, will bring “the masses of people 

that are on this stage of climbing, 

they hope, to the top.”
Meissner said he wants a big kids’ 

fishing tournament to be a feature, 

and hopes for partnerships with the 

Akwesasne community.

He said tournament coordinators 

should “figure out who’s the proper 

people we need to speak to, and who 

from among us should lead that con-

tingency ... [to] collaborate and coop-

erate with the Natives,” he said.

Meissner said since the anglers are 

“already planning, right now” for the 

upcoming events, he wants to “devel-

op a program to inform our business 

... it’s going to have an impact on 

them and be prepared.”

BY JIMMY LAWTON

North Country This Week

OGDENSBURG – In what was likely an unprec-

edented event, Ogdensburg Fire Department Union 

President Jason Bouchard spoke at a budget workshop 

on behalf of the department in lieu of the fire chief.

Despite extreme pressure from city council, he said 

the union would not be opening contract negotiations 

with the city.
The department has six years remaining on a con-

tract that requires the city to maintain 24 members 

in the department with five firefighters on duty at all 

times.
The meeting was contentious with City Manager 

Stephen Jellie refusing to disclose to Councilor Dan 

Skamperle how much the attorney’s expect the inevita-

ble legal battle to cost once the city intentionally breaks 

the contract by cutting 10 members from the depart-

ment.
“I am here in a truly unprecedented role. Not only 

am I being asked to discuss this budget as a union 

member, rather than a department head. Not only am 

I being asked to discuss a budget that I had no part in 

creating. Not only am I being asked to discuss a budget 

which violates the oath I have taken, along with that of 

26 others. 
“Not only am I being asked to discuss a budget that 

throws citizen safety to the wind with zero operational 

plans from city leaders.

“I am also, personally, being asked to discuss a bud-

get that does not fund my position within the depart-

ment,” Bouchard said.
“On behalf of Local 1799, we are formally responding

SEE BATTLE PAGE 22

BY CHERYL SHUMWAY

North Country This Week

CANTON -- Battling the COVID-19 pandemic 

is especially challenging in rural areas, such as 

St. Lawrence County, said a leading doctor in the 

COVID treatment team at St. Lawrence Health 

System.
Rural areas lack both primary care providers 

and medical specialists, and there are fewer hos-

pitals, said Dr. Eyal Kedar.

“The COVID-19 virus is bad in St. Lawrence 

County. The Canton-Potsdam Hospital is at 

capacity,” he said during “COVID-19 in Rural 

America,” a webinar he presented recently.

It is part of a series of webinars developed by 

the Clinical and Rural Health Research Dept. in 

collaboration with St. Lawrence Health System.

Any suspected COVID patients at any of St. 

Lawrence Health System’s hospitals are trans-

ferred to the Canton-Potsdam Hospital. They 

are treated by a small team of generalists, Kedar 

said. SLHS also owns and operates Massena 

Hospital and Gouverneur Hospital.

Kedar described many other problems in 

delivering health care to rural America during 

the pandemic, including lack of testing capacity 

and PPE, and hospitals working at a financial 

loss.
“Rural Americans are older and sicker than 

non-rural Americans,” he said. “They have more 

diabetes, obesity, hypertension, COPD, smoking 

and drug abuse.”
“In rural areas, sicker patients are more apt to 

get sicker with COVID and more go to the hospi-

tal.”

SEE RURAL PAGE 22

Legal battle 
likely between 

city and OFD
COVID brings 
bigger threat 
to rural areas

Tournaments could bring 1,000 

anglers to Massena this summerSupervisor sees

pay hike in Potsdam
POTSDAM – The $4.1 million budget for 2021 for the 

Town of Potsdam features some pay increases for elected offi-

cials, while remaining static from 2020 levels for others.

The approved salaries for 2021, compared to 2020 levels, 

are:
• Supervisor – $40,000, compared to $23,000 in 2020.

• Clerk – $52,790 , compared to $51,253 in 2020.

• Town Justices (2) -- $28,500 each, which is the same 

amount as 2020.
• Highway Superintendent – $77,000, compared to the 

2020 amount of $74,000.

• Council members (4) -- $16,480, compared to $17,510 in 

2020.

SEE RAISES PAGE 22

 Carrie Bova | Submitted

Letter to Santa
Brynlee Cooley, daughter of Carrie and David Bova of Ogdensburg, takes one last 

look and makes a wish before dropping her letter to be sent off to the North Pole 

and Santa.  

Subscribe Today! Subscribe Today! 
Our new St. Lawrence County edition is packed with far 
more news than our free editions. 

Insured For Your Protection

Woodlots / Standing Timber
Buying Hardwood or Softwood

Small Lots or Big Lots
Top Dollar Paid 

ISA Certifi ed Arborist
 Cash Paid

Call Matt at 
315-261-1707

SEARCH...
day, Jan 15 snowmobiling. The 
pair are believed to have gone 
through the ice on the lake. Lar-
issa Redmond’s body was found 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, reported the 
sheriff’s department. 
Her father has still not been 
found.

Ten agencies, including 20 law 
enforcement officers and fire 
department divers, are involved in 
the search.

“We will continue our recovery 
efforts when it can be done safely 
for all of the Police and Fire per-
sonnel whom have been working 
tirelessly for the last three days. 
Our condolences go out to the 
families involved in this tragedy,” 
said Undersheriff Sean O’Brien.

VACCINES...
the rollout is limited due to the 
supply.

Although Dominguez was excit-
ed to announce the clinic, she said 
the state faces a lack of supply, 
which she blamed on the federal 
government.

She said the state is receiving 
just 250,000 doses per week, but 
has a pool of 7 million New York-
ers eligible for the jab. She said 
efforts are being made to increase 
New Yorks distribution to help 
meet that need, but it has to come 
from U.S. government.

Dominguez asked for patience, 
as supplies will limit the number 
of people who can get vaccinat-
ed in the near future, but urged 
everyone who is eligible to sched-
ule appointments as soon as pos-
sible.

As of Monday morning, 
appointments were booked into 
February. She said appointments 
can be booked now even if the 
date of the vaccination is a month 
or two away. She said there is no 
need to wait to make an appoint-
ment.

Statewide, New York is lagging 
behind others state for percent 
of doses received administered, 
according to a report from the 
Associated Press.

However, the North Country 
Region has been among the most 
successful in the state with 97% of 
doses received administered. Only 
the Southern Tier ranked higher 
at 99 percent.

Although Dominguez said the 
rates of vaccination wouldn’t be 
consideration for where the state 
moves allotted doses, in a press 
conference Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said he would make sure vaccines 
were going to places that are suc-
cessful in distributing them.

“We are in a footrace to get the 
vaccine into the arms of eligible 
New Yorkers as quickly and equi-
tably as possible,” Governor Cuo-
mo said. “However, we now have 
7 million New Yorkers vying for a 
fraction of doses made available 
to use by the federal government. 
We need Washington to step up 
and increase New York’s supply 
to make sure everyone who wants 
the vaccine has the opportunity to 
get it.”

Esterberg said she was excit-
ed to see the site open on SUNY 
Potsdam’s campus and that if the 
facility can’t be used for sporting 
events, this is the best possible 
alternative.

Esterberg thanked St. Lawrence 
Health System, New York State 
officials and the National Guard 
for helping make the clinic possi-
ble.

To make an appointment, visit 
the link below. Those who are eli-
gible will be prompted accordingly 
to set up an appointment.

https://am-i-eligible.covid-
19vaccine.health.ny.gov/Public/
prescreener

MAYOR...
village law.

“It appears we need to appoint 
a new mayor at some point soon. 
The timeframe is not indicated,” 
Lebire said, adding that he intends 
to consult with other village offi-
cials and elections experts on the 
proper procedure. “It’s important 
we don’t rush into it.”

He said they can opt to appoint 
a current trustee as mayor, or 
someone else who is eligible but 
doesn’t sit on the board. Whoever 
is appointed would serve as mayor 
until Dec. 1. In the November elec-
tion, the mayor’s seat will be on 
the ballot to fill out the final year 
of Currier’s unexpired term.

The village board wants to hear 
thoughts from village residents on 
how they should fill Currier’s seat.

“I would encourage the com-
munity members to reach out and 
give feedback on how they’d like 

us to proceed on filling this vacan-
cy,” Lebire said. “We will continue 
to update everyone as we move 
forward with more information on 
that process.”

Currier, a former Massena 
police chief, announced the res-
ignation in a statement released 
Tuesday morning, Jan. 19. He 
announced a leave of absence 
to seek drug treatment shortly 
after his Dec. 1 arrest on charges 
of misdemeanor possession of 
crack cocaine, fleeing police 
and a felony count of evidence 
tampering. He was arrested at 
gunpoint after county detectives 
and federal agents attempted to 
pull him over near Center Street. 
Currier is accused of fleeing the 
stop and throwing one gram of 
crack cocaine out of his passenger 
window, coming to a stop near the 
intersection of Center and Willow 
streets.

HARASSMENT...
incident captured on state-owned 
cameras.

He said the video vindicates his 
version of the story, as he and Skel-
ly had presented different versions 
of the events.

Both men agree that Mack end-
ed up on the ground, but while 
Mack says it was due to physical 
contact from the mayor, Skelly says 
Mack took a dive. Although the 
state police have filed the charges 
against Skelly with the court, he 
will not be formally charged until a 
judge takes the case at which point 
a summons would be issued.

The three statements filed with 

the courts are from Allen Rickett, 
Gerald Mack and Joe Sovie.

In the legal document state 
police accuse the mayor of commit-
ting second-degree harassment.

“On Dec. 9, 2020 at about 6:55 
p.m. while outside of 330 Ford 
St. (Ogdensburg City Hall) in the 
City of Ogdensburg, County of St. 
Lawrence, State of New York, the 
defendant, Jeffrey M. Skelly did 
intentionally, knowingly commit 
the offense of harassment in the 
second degree when he caused 
unwanted physical contact to the 
victim, Gerald H. Mack causing 
him to fall to the ground and 
become alarmed and annoyed,” the 
document says
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CABLE & SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - Every live football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 1-866-731-3285

ITEMS FOR SALE
JANOME 12000 Embroidery Machine.  All 
hoops and accessories. 8 years old but in 
excellent condition.  Asking $2500 firm.

WANTED TO BUY
SERIOUS COLLECTOR interested in buying 
vintage wood woorking tools, project furni-
ture. 315-262-7073
Sell your ash trees before they die! ISA-

certified arborist is buying large tracks 
of ash trees, must average 6 - 8 inches in 
diameter. Will pay market price. Also buy-
ing other hardwood and soft wood stands of 
trees. Call Matt at 315-261-1707.  tn

PIANOS FOR SALE
Hardman Peck Upright; Kimball Baby Grand: 
Moving. $200 each. 315-250-5585

HEALTH
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills 
for $150. FREE shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-579-8907

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills 
for $150 FREE shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! Call now 1-833-666-8336
Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain freedom with 
a Portable Oxygen Concentrator! No more 
heavy tanks and refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 
855-839-1738

PETS & PET PRODUCTS
Springerdoodle Puppies! Chocolate w/
White markings or Black w/White Markings. 
Family Raised, Registered parents onsite. 
Vet-checked, dews, dewormed, vaccinated. 
$1200-$1300. Call: 715-223-7221 or 715-680-
0038. No Sundays.

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH NETWORK, $59.99 for 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-713-1595.
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-877-350-0197
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE Screens Simultane-
ously at No Additional Cost. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-534-6918
COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON SITE 
provides FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 
SERVICE DURING COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with coupon 86407! 
Restrictions apply. 855-385-4814

SNOWMOBILES
SNOWMOBILE for sale: 2001 Yamaha Ven-
ture. Liquid cooled, 2 up seat with cover, 
1324 original miles & new battery Sept.2019. 
Excellent condition-runs great! $2,000. 315-
286-0684 or 315-286-0685 Gouverneur Rock 
Island Road, from Route US 11 turn off by 
Dunkin Donuts, go 9 miles mailbox 1843.

LEGAL NOTICES
The Town of Waddington’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be holding a zoom meeting to 
consider two separate variance requests. 
1st request is from Julie Parks to construct 
a 24x22 tiny home on an existing concrete 
slab on her property located @ 327 McGin-
nis Rd, Waddington.  The home would be 16’ 
off the existing adjacent property owner. 2nd 
request is from Frederick & Michelle Young 
to replace two existing sheds with an 8’ x 20’ 
shed located 10’ from the property line. To join 
the virtual meeting please go to the town’s 
website www.townofwaddington.com to 
obtain the login information. Dated:January 
19, 2021 Carol A. Burns,Town Clerk.
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing 
will take place on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m. in the MCS Cafeteria for public 
comment on the following: • New “Continu-
ation of Operations Plan Addressing Public 
Health Emergency Involving Communicable 
Diseases” • New Policy # 3421 “Title IX and 
Sex Discrimination” • New Policy #3520 
“Extraordinary Circumstances;” and • New 
Policy #7150 “Remote Learning” All docu-
ments are available in the District Office as 
well as on the District’s website at:  https://
greenrockets.org/page/2504. Stacey L. 
Basford, District Clerk Morristown Central 
School District PO Box 217 ~ 408 Gouverneur 
Street, Morristown, NY  13664
NOTICE OF FORMATION of Archaut Enter-
prise, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/26/2020. Office location: St. Lawrence 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may be 
served. The Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process served upon him/her to: 
6604 State Highway 56, Potsdam, NY 13676. 
Purpose: to engage in any lawful business 
or activity.

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF ST. 
LAWRENCE

PUBLIC NOTICE NOTICE OF PUBLICA-
TION FORMATION OF A NEW YORK 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY PURSU-
ANT TO NEW YORK LIMITED LIABILITY 

COMPANY LAW SECTION 203: 
1. The name of the limited liability company 
is Five Ponds Forest Management LLC 2. The 
date of filing of the Articles of Organization 
with the Department of State is December 
21,2020 3. The county in New York in which 
the office of the company is located is ST. 
LAWRENCE 4. The Secretary of State has 

been designated as agent of the company 
upon whom process may be served, and the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the company served upon 
him or her to: Five Ponds Forest Manage-
ment LLC PO Box 191 Wanakena, NY 13695 5. 
The term of the limited liability company shall 
be perpetual. 6. The purpose of the limited 
liability company is to engage in any law-
ful act or activity for which limited liability 
companies may be organized.

BID REQUESTS
INVITATION TO BID

81 State Street Renovation / Heuvelton, NY. 
Sealed bids, clearly marked with bid title and 
bidder, will be received by Heuvelton Histori-
cal Association (Owner) at Pickens General 
Store, 83 State Street, Heuvleton, NY 13654 
until 1:00 p.m. local time on February 3, 2021 
following which all bids will be opened 
and read aloud. No pre-bid meeting will be 
scheduled. Call Pickens General Store (315-
344-7950) for building access during normal 
hours of operation.  Contact the Architect for 
all other questions. Bid documents are avail-
able in hard a/o electronic format for pur-
chase and shipping at Bidder’s expense from 
Plan & Print Systems and online for review 
at www.planandprint.com in the PlanWell.  
Call Plan & Print (315-437-5111) for access 
instructions.  Bidders not registered with 
Plan & Print will not receive addenda and 
related project information.  The Architect 
is Crawford & Stearns / Syracuse, NY (315-
471-2162) c/o jcarnes@crawfordstearns.
com. The work of this project shall be let as 
TWO distinct and separate contracts that 
will include one or more of the scopes bid as 
funding allows. In general the work includes 
the stabilization and complete renovation of 
a two story wood framed structure including 
interior build-out, exterior restoration, and 
new mechanical, plumbing and electrical 
systems. A Bid guarantee of Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000), in the form of a certified 
check or bid bond, will be required.  Payment 
& Performance Bonds for 100% of the con-
tract amount may be required for contract. 
The Heuvelton Historical Association has 
been and will continue to be an equal oppor-
tunity organization. All persons and quali-
fied Minority and Women-Owned Business 
Enterprise (MWBE) suppliers, contractors 
and/or businesses will be afforded equal 
opportunity without discrimination because 
of race, religion, national origin, sex, age, 
disability, sexual preference or Vietnam Era 
Veterans status.

Legal NoticesLegal Notices

Classifieds Place Your Ad Now!
ONLINE 24/7: NorthCountryNow.com/Classifi eds
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CLINICS...
clinics in the seven-county North 
Country region with the other in 
Plattsburgh.

There will be smaller clinics 
opening in Massena, Ogdensburg, 
Gouverneur and Star Lake. Dr. 
Williams said they are close to 
announcing the specific locations, 
which he expects sometime next 
week.

“St. Lawrence County has been 
working with the different commu-
nities and determining appropriate 
locations, most accessible sites,” 
he said. “There’s an emphasis on 
making sure … all have adequate 
access.”

He said the ability to offer vacci-
nations at the five clinics depends 
on federal vaccine supply, which 
goes to the states and from there 
are distributed for injections.

“If anyplace in New York State is 
going to get vaccine, it’s going to be 
the New York State-designated vac-
cination sites,” Dr. Williams said, 
which includes SUNY Potsdam. 
“As the county gets more vaccine 
and the hospital gets more vac-
cine, these smaller sites will open 
and allow individuals to schedule 
appointments.”

He said local, county and state 
health officials chose SUNY Pots-

dam’s Maxcy Hall for a regional 
clinic because it has a lot of space, 
it’s well-ventilated and it “allows for 
a COVID-safe experience.” Those 
showing up for vaccinations are 
required to wear masks and social 
distance, and they are screened for 
COVID-19 symptoms before enter-
ing. The doctor said Maxcy is also 
accessible for anyone with mobility 
challenges, and wheelchairs are 
available there.

Vaccination is done by appoint-
ment only. Walk-ins are turned 
away. Dr. Williams said that 
although there were some problems 
with the state website used to make 
appointments to get vaccinated, but 
that’s getting better. 

“Right now, the appointments are 
scheduling in mid-February, and 
there are quite a few appointments 
available that time and afterwards,” 
he said.



AUTOS FOR SALE
WANTED: ALL JUNK CARS & trucks. Free 
Pick up. Will pay $100 & UP.  518-521-8490 tn

AUTOS WANTED
Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car 
today! The benefits of donating your car or 
boat: Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 24/7: 855-905-
4755

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! We buy 2002-
2019 Cars/Trucks. Running or Not! Nation-
wide Free Pickup! Call 1-888-416-2208

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 1-855-587-1166
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Mayfi eld 
Senior

Apartments 

Rent Includes:
Electricity, Water, Heat, 
$37.50 Cable/Internet, 

On-Site Laundry
Free Dedicated Parking

Mayfi eld Apartments is an equal 
opportunity moderate income housing 
project for senior citizens ages 55 years 
and older. Admissions preference given 
to qualifi ed Veterans.

Impaired TDD relay 
phone 1-800-662-1220

22 Mayfi eld Drive, 
Potsdam

315-265-4070 
Fax 315-265-5709

mayfi eld.housing@gmail.com

Now Accepting 
Applications!

Midtown Midtown 
ApartmentsApartments
Convenient Downtown Location 

at Munson St., Potsdam

• Aff ordable Housing

One Bedroom Apartments
For Senior Citizens &

Disabled Adults

100 Racquette Rd., Potsdam
315-265-3680 

Hearing Impaired TDD
Relay Phone • 1-800-662-1220

Sandstone Senior 
Citizen Club, Inc.

Great WinterGreat Winter
WheelsWheels on  on Sale!Sale!

 $21,500
 Was

  $20,500 NOW

Ruby Red Metallic • 2.0L 4 cyl. Hybrid, FWD
Leather Seats • Moon Roof • Nav. • Backup Cam.

SONY Premium Sound • Many Extras. 
ONLY 12,310 Miles

‘16 Dodge RAM 1500
CREW CAB OUTDOORSMEN

Granite Crystal Metallic • 5.7L V8 • 4WD
20” Premium Wheels • Luxury Group

Navigation • Back-up Camera • Heated 
Seats • ONLY 49,314  Miles

  $29,895 NOW $30,895
 Was

‘19 VW Golf S‘19 VW Golf S

 $18,750
 Was

  $17,750 NOW

HATCHBACK
White • 1.4L Turbo • Turbo • FWD • Auto Transmission

Back-up Camera • EXTRAS • ONLY 16,500 Miles

DOUBLE CAB
White • 5.3L V8 • 4WD • 20” Prem. Wheels

Many Options • ONLY 25,534 MILES

  $30,895 NOW $31,895
 Was

‘18 Ford Edge SEL
Magnetic gray • 3.5L V6 • AWD • Heated Seats 
Navigation•  Backup Camera • Panoramic Roof 
Premium Wheels • Towing & Winter Pkg. Many 

Extras • ONLY 25,357 Miles

  $26,295 NOW $27,295
 Was

Cars • SUVs • Vans • Trucks • Boats
Late Models with Low Mileage • Local Trades

‘18 Ford F-150 XTR
SUPER CREW

Blue • 2.7L V6 Ecoboost • 4WD • Heated Seats 
Navigation • Towing Pkg. • Premium Wheels 

Many Extras • ONLY 19,501 Miles

  $37,605 NOW $38,605
 Was

‘19 Ford Fusion Titanium Hybrid‘19 Ford Fusion Titanium Hybrid

‘17 Chevy Silverado 1500 

Lockouts • Tows • Tire Changes • More
EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE

3 Fine St., Ogdensburg 

315-393-6148
www.maplecityauto.com

We Service What We Sell!
AUTO SALES

Maple City

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

‘19 Chevy Equinox LT
Silver, Fully Loaded, AWD,

17,000 Miles
$20,388

‘19 GMC Sierra
D. Cab, 5.3L V8, 4x4, 

After Market Wheels, Very Nice, 
6,100 Miles

$35,888

 ‘20 Chevy Silverado
D. Cab, 5.3L V8, 4x4, White, Auto 

Start, 16,583 Miles
$35,788

‘19 Ford F-150 XTR
Crew Cab, 4x4, 5.0L V8
 Gray, Only 8,500 Miles

$37,888

‘19 Chevy Malibu LT 
Very Sharp, White, Loaded 

28,000 Miles
$18,588

‘19 GMC Sierra
Dbl. Cab, 4x4, 5.3L V8, Gray

Very Nice, 6,000 Miles
$34,588

‘21 Toyota Tundra
SR5 TRD-Off Road

Black, V8, 4x4, Power Heated 
Seats, Moon Roof, Rear Camera, 

Cruise, Many Extras 
100 Miles

$45,888

‘19 Chevy Silverado
Crew Cab, Gray, 5.3L V8, 4x4 

RST Pkg., Loaded, 12,000 Miles
$38,888

‘19 Chevy Silverado
Crew Cab, Blue, 5.3L V8, 4x4 

12,000 Miles
$34,500

9 Chevy Silverado
w Cab, Gray, 5.3L V8, 4x
Pkg., Loaded, 12,000 Mi

$38,888SOLDSOLD

‘19 Dodge RAM
White, Quad Cab, 4 x 4,

ONLY 19,000 Miles
$32,588

‘18 Ford Escape SEL
Silver, AWD, Heated Seats

 ONLY 30,000 Miles
$19,388

HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-888-871-0194
Stay in your home longer with American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1500 off, including a free toilet, and lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-855-465-5426

MAPLE PRODUCTION SUPPLIES
500 Galvanized Sap Buckets, Spouts, Cov-
ers. $4/set. 315-386-4707

TV/INTERNET/PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-609-9405

WELDING & SANDBLASTING
811 WELDING & SANDBLASTING for cars, 
trucks, lawn mower decks, heavy equip-
ment, hard facing. NYS DOT Certified. 315-
714-3258; 315-262-4769.

Answers found elsewhere in this paper.

King CrosswordGoods & Goods & 
ServicesServices

AUTOS WANTED



APARTMENTS FOR RENT
OGDENSBURG - VERY NICE 3 BR apartment. 
W/D hook-up. 315-276-5138

REAL ESTATE
OWN LAND IN NEW YORK? Our hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to lease your land. Call now for 
free info packet 1-866-309-1507 www.Base-
CampLeasing.com / Ref# NY11721

The Potsdam Food Co-op
 is looking for part-time staff with a flexible 
schedule, positive attitude, strong customer 
service skills, and an interest in food to work 
between 15 to 25 hours per week in the store. 
Applications available in the store.

NORWOOD-NORFOLK CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

 is accepting applications for the follow-
ing position: FOOD SERVICE WORKER (5 
½ hours per day) – $13.37/hr. Applications 
can be downloaded from the school web-
site (www.nncsk12.org) or obtained in the 

District Office at NNCS. Deadline to apply is 
February 5, 2021. NNCS is an EEO Employer. 
NYS Education Department fingerprint 
clearance is required for all appointments.

WANTED: GREAT HOME CLEANER
 IN POTSDAM. RATE IS NEGOTIABLE Call 
315-262-6210
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Research Associate (Potsdam, NY)
Research Associate to support the experimental and computational research activities 
for the development of a real-time quality monitoring system for additive manufacturing 
processes at the Photo-Acoustics Research Laboratory in the Department of Mechanical 
and Aeronautical Engineering, at Clarkson University.

Trivia Test
1. MOVIES: Who was the fi rst Af-
rican American to win the Academy 
Award for Best Actor?
2. ASTRONOMY: How many 
phases does the Moon go through 
each month?
3. MEDICAL: What are leuko-
cytes?
4. TELEVISION: What are the 
names of the three animated “Pow-
erpuff Girls”?
5. INVENTIONS: Who is credited 
with inventing the fi rst battery?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the larg-
est country in Africa in land area?
7. MEASUREMENTS: What does 
a Geiger counter measure?
8. LITERATURE: What item did 
the crocodile swallow in “Peter 
Pan”?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What is gren-
adine made from?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is 
a baby goat called?
Answers found elsewhere in this paper.

Cook – Dining & Conference 
St. Lawrence University has an opening for a full-time/seasonal, 
9-month Cook in Dining & Conference Services.  Under supervision, is 
responsible for preparing food items according to documented recipes 
and monitors food quality throughout meal periods. The primary hours 
of work are 1:00 pm – 9:00 pm Thursday-Monday.
Qualifi cations: High School diploma (or equivalent) required.  Culinary 
training preferred. Serve-Safe training benefi cial or ability to be certifi ed 
within one year. Good mathematical skills.  Minimum of one year 
full time experience in quantity hot food productions in a large scale 
food service operation required.  Will consider successful completion 
of an externship or internship in quantity cooking in place required 
experience. Ability to read, understand and prepare items according to 
recipes; move 25 pounds a minimum of 10 feet; operate and maintain 
standard cooking machinery and equipment required.  Interested 
applicants must apply online at.

Interested candidates please apply at : 
https://employment.stlawu.edu/.

Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until position 
is fi lled. SLU is an Affi rmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity 
employer. . 
All offers of employment are contingent upon the fi nalist successfully 
passing a background (including criminal records) check.

Employment Ads Place Your Ad Now!
ONLINE 24/7: NorthCountryNow.com/Classifi eds

E-MAIL: Classifi eds@NorthCountryNow.com

RATES: 

Massena-Ogdensburg Edition Deadline: 2 pm Wednesday

Run 3 Weeks, 
Get 4th 

Week Free!
• 10 Words $16.00 (25¢ per additional word) 
Runs in both Massena-Ogdensburg and Potsdam-Canton Editions!

Weekdays
8:30am-5:30pm

BY PHONE: 315-265-1000, ext. 1

IN PERSON: 4 Clarkson Ave., Potsdam

ALL EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING in this newspaper is subject to 
section 296 of the human rights law, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, creed, 
national origin, disability, marital status, sex, age, or arrest conviction 
record, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation, or 
discrimination. Title 29, US Code, Chap. 630 excludes the federal 
government from the age discrimination provisions. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for employment which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are informed that employment offerings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

Prime Potsdam Village LocationPrime Potsdam Village Location
Located on Market Street, 1.6 acres, large parking lot,
16 lane alley with snack bar, legal beverage bar, 1 BR
upstairs apt., store rooms, 3 bathrooms & much more.

Great Entertainment Place for the Community!
TO INQUIRE: Georgia @ 315-267-6655

Equal Housing Opportunity
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject 
to the federal Housing Act of 1968, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or any intention to 
make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised 
in the newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Stop by today to apply at Potsdam Housing Authority
100 Racquette Road • Potsdam • 315-265-3680

All applicants are subject to suitability screening based on criminal, credit, landlord history. Project eligibility guidelines apply
 based on income, assets and student status. No pets allowed. Potsdam Housing Authority provides Equal Housing Opportunity.

  Reserve Yours Today! 

Evergreen Park    Evergreen Park    
ApartmentsApartments

Rent Includes: Utilities • Heat • Water 
Electric • Trash Removal • FREE Parking

TOWNHOUSE STYLETOWNHOUSE STYLE

2 Bedroom, $815/mo.
3 Bedroom, $940/mo.

~ Tenant Based Vouchers Accepted ~ 

RIVERVIEW
APARTMENTS

Immediate Openings • “HUD Subsidized”
3 High Street • Norfolk, NY

Equal Opportunity, Low Income,
Elderly Housing Project in the Village of Norfolk

Single Bedroom Apartments for
Senior Citizens & Disabled of Any Age

For Information, Write or Call:

Norfolk Housing Authority
3 High Street, Riverview Apartments

Norfolk, NY 13667
315-384-4715

Hearing Impaired T.D.D. Relay Phone 1-800-662-1220



WANTED: Customer Service Representa-
tive for an Insurance Agency. License pre-
ferred but not required. Agency is willing 
to train and get licensed. Send resume to 
richsins@yahoo.com
The Town of Oswegatchie is accepting 
applications for a part-time Bookkeeper.  
The person is responsible for all aspects of 
bookkeeping for the Town of Oswegatchie 
including payroll, accounts receivable and 
payable, fiscal controls, benefits admin-
istration and any other related duties as 
assigned. The successful applicant must 
have computer and organizational skills.  
Applications may be obtained by calling the 
Town Clerk at 315-344-2400 x110.  All applica-
tions must be received at the Town Clerk’s 
Office by February 3, 2021.  References 
required.  For questions call 344-2400 ext. 
110.

LOSURDO FOODS, INC.
is seeking a FULL TIME OFFICE WORKER.  
General office skills are necessary including 
data entry, Excel, Word, answering phones 

etc.  Apply in person at 34 Union Street Heu-
velton, NY  13654

LOSURDO FOODS, INC.
is accepting applications for production 
workers.   Full time position.  Benefits 
include:  Medical, Dental, Life, LTD, 401k, 
and some paid holidays.  Apply in person at 
34 Union St. Heuvelton, NY
For Immediate Hire: SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
POSITION: -New Car Dealership seeks ener-
getic, personable individual for a unique 
position in our Service Department. Daily 
duties would include meeting/greeting of 
service customers, performing multi-point 
inspection of vehicles, parking and retriev-
ing of vehicles, and general maintenance 
of work area. -Valid, clean New York State 
Drivers license required - Some working 
knowledge of vehicle maintenance is pref-
erable but not required. Address resumes or 
further inquiries  To: Mike Hamlin, Service 
& Parts Manager, TJ Toyota, Inc., 6706 SH 
56, Potsdam, N.Y. Or email mikehamlin@
tjtoyota.com

CorTech, LLC
is a service-oriented staffing/recruiting 
company dedicated to working closely with 
our clients. We are currently hiring Produc-
tion, Admin, and Food Service Workers.  We 
also have several other positions available 
at this time. For more information please 
apply at www.cor-tech.net or Contact our 
office (315)265-8860.
Customer Service and Sales Representative 
- Citizens Telephone Company of Hammond, 
NY, Inc. is currently taking applications for 
the full time position of Customer Sales & 
Service Representative. Essential Job Func-
tions • Promotes and sells services to new 
and existing customers. • Maintain cus-
tomer records. • Provides customer service 
by assisting customers with billing inquiries, 
new service requests, service plan chang-
es, disconnects, reconnects, and service 
questions and concerns. • Receives pay-
ments from customers and issues receipts 
as requested. • Trouble ticket resolution and 
trouble ticket creation. • Skill in operating 
various office equipment such as personal 
computer, various software programs, cal-
culator and telephone systems. • Skill in oral 
and written communication. • Ability to com-
municate with customers, co-workers, and 
various business contacts in a professional 
and courteous manner. • Ability to organize 
and prioritize multiple work assignments. • 
Ability to maintain confidentiality. • Ability to 
follow written and oral instructions. • Ability 
to work with frequent interruptions. • Ability 
to pay close attention to detail. Please send 
resume to jodih@cit-tele.com Or mail to 
Citizens Telephone Company, ATT-Business 
Office Manager PO Box 217, Hammond, NY 
13646

Are you a great caregiver? Become a Per-
sonal Care Aide! At HSNNY, we know that 
you want to be a person that feels good when 
you get to help others. In order to do that, 
you need to be able to work one-on-one with 
the people you help. The problem is most 
caregiving jobs come with things you don’t 
want.  Things like: • Being mandated to work 
extra, • No say in your work schedule, • Or 
how many people you need to care for at 
the same time. These things make you feel 
stressed because you can’t provide the type 
of help you wish you could. We believe you 
should have some say in what your job looks 
and feels like. We understand that your job 
needs to fit well with your other life responsi-
bilities. That is why we work with you to find 
the right balance for your situation. Here’s 
how we do it: 1. You apply and provide us 
with your work experience as a caregiver. 
2. We guide your through any training and 

background checks that are needed  3. 
Together, we build a work plan that works for 
everyone, including YOU! So, apply today at 
https://us59.dayforcehcm.com/Candidate-
Portal/en-US/hamistergroup/Site/HEALTH-
CARE/JobApplication?postingid=55 Stop 
being unhappy and stressed with your work 
and instead feel the satisfaction of helping 
others the way you always wanted it to feel!

Registered Nurse Case Manager - HSNNY. 
Would you like to be a Hometown Hero? 
Today, it’s riskier than ever being an RN. 
HSNNY understands the concerns sur-
rounding staying safe at work but still mak-
ing a difference in the lives of your patients. 
The safest place for our patients to be is at 
HOME! COVID-19 cases are on the rise in our
county and now more than ever, our com-
munity needs homecare. We strive to keep
our nurses safe while out in the community
by requiring mandatory pre-visit screening 
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apply today! 
claxtonhepburn.org/careers

214 King Street, Ogdensburg, New York 13669

 Environmental Service Worker

 Food Service Worker

 Health Care Access Screener

For more information, call 315.713.5287

NOW HIRING!
ENTRY-LEVEL POSITIONS

warrior

MASSENA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school year:

Application Deadline: Jan. 29, 2021

Please refer to https://www.mcs.k12.ny.us Human Resources - 
Job Opportunities for professional application process.

Teacher Aide - Massena Central High School
1 - Food Service Manager - Location to be Determined
3 - Food Service Helper - Location to be Determined

All written correspondence should be 
addressed to Human Resource Offi  ce, 

Massena Central School District, 
84 Nightengale Ave., 
Massena, NY  13662.

  Please direct questions to: 
lsloanbarkley@mcs.k12.ny.us or 
(315) 764-3700, extension 3011.

  Required applications materials: 
Support Staff  Application and Resume

UVMHealth.org/AHMC 

Nursing Supervisor 
The University of Vermont Health Network—Alice 

Hyde Medical Center is looking for a Nursing             

Supervisor for the evening and night shift. Be part of a 

dynamic and growing team that offers a wide range of 

services for the community. We take pride in caring for 

our patients and partnering with our health care        

providers to deliver exceptional patient care. 

Incentives include: Pay starting at $41.00 an hour,         
Tuition reimbursement, Relocation assistance and 

a $15,000 sign on bonus 
 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Registered Nurse with New York State license. Baccalaureate    
degree preferred. 
2. Recent clinical and management experience preferred, with a 
minimum of three years Supervisory/Charge experience.  
3. Demonstrated ability to function in a leadership position and to 
perform with sound judgment. 

 
Visit alicehyde.com/careers for a complete job description 

and to submit an online application. 

We’re Hiring!

Apply at:
https://citizenadvocates.isolvedhire.com/jobs/222871-19476.html

The Customer Support Manager is a management position 
that oversees the daily operations of client support, central scheduling 
and the intake process of the behavioral health practices in Malone, 
Saranac Lake, Massena and additional locations as Citizen Advocates 
continues to expand geographically. This position represents and leads 
Citizen Advocate’s fi rst contact with our clients, as well as leads the 
team in accurate data collection activities to support revenue cycle 
management. The Customer Support Manager will work 
closely with clients/patients, providers, billing and our fi nance teams.
 
Required Education and Experience
1. Bachelor’s Degree preferred, or commensurate coursework or 
commensurate professional-level relevant experience may be applied.
2. 5 years’ supervisory experience in the health care industry (with 
billing/coding experience, customer service experience insurance 
verifi cation, call center/scheduling; mental health or substance use 
populations preferred, but not required). 
3. Strong organizational, technical, personnel management and 
communication skills are required as well as solid information system 
and Microsoft Offi ce skills.
4. Must be able to handle multiple 
priorities effectively and meet 
deadlines.



and providing necessary PPE for all high-
risk environments. Our patients appreciate 
our dedication to keeping them in their home 
environment amidst the pandemic. Stay safe 
while becoming the Hometown Hero we 
know you can be and apply immediately! 
Applications for RNCM being accepted 
through January 31st, 2021. Apply today at 
https://us59.dayforcehcm.com/Candidate-
Portal/en-US/hamistergroup/Site/HEALTH-
CARE/Posting/View/108

Per Diem Nursing Positions Available Today! 
If you’re seeking per diem employment as 
a RN or LPN, Health Services of Northern 
New York may have the flexibility you need.  
Regardless of where you live in St. Lawrence 
County, we can offer you a per diem nurs-
ing position.  Utilize a wide range of nursing 
skills in a homecare setting.  As a per diem 
employee, you can accept as many or as 
few visits as you wish. Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity, contact HSNNY today! Applica-
tions for RN or LPN Per Diem Nurses being 
accepted through January 31st, 2021. Apply 
today at https://us59.dayforcehcm.com/

CandidatePortal/en-US/hamistergroup/
Site/HEALTHCARE/Posting/View/114

ANTICIPATED VACANCY
 ANNOUNCEMENT

St. Regis Falls Central School District (EO/
AAE) is accepting applications for the follow-
ing position with an anticipated start date of 
Sept. 1, 2021: GUIDANCE COUNSELOR – NYS 
Certified. Deadline to apply: February 1, 2021
Applications are available at www.stregisc-
sd.org or by calling (518)856-9421 ext 1007.  
Please submit applications to: Marlee Bur-
nett, Superintendent’s Administrative Assis-
tant St. Regis Falls Central School, PO Box 
309, 92 North Main Street, St. Regis Falls, NY 
12980 or email to: mburnett@stregiscsd.org

SALES ASSOCIATE. 
30+ hour/week.  Applications at The UPS 
Store, 200 Market St., Potsdam.
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apply today! 
claxtonhepburn.org/careers

214 King Street, Ogdensburg, New York 13669

 CNA/Nursing Attendant
 Critical Care Technician
 Emergency Service Assistant
 LCSW
 LMSW
 Medical Assistant
 Medical Technologist
 Office Nurse II
 Pharmacist
 Physician Office Nurse
 RN - Emergency Department
 RN - Cancer Treatment Center
 RN - Med-Surg
 Respiratory Therapist

For more information, call 315.713.5287

NOW HIRING!
CLINICAL POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Sign-on Bonus may be 
available for some positions.

renegade

Please visit www.RiverHospital.orgwww.RiverHospital.org and apply directly on the career page.

Competitive Compensation and Benefi t package 
with SIGN ON and RETENTION BONUS available. 

RIVER HOSPITAL in Alexandria Bay is seeking a 

Night shift Emergency Room RN
Full Time: 6pm - 6am  

helpdesk technician 
(School Based)

St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES 
is looking to fi ll the
following position:

Th e BOCES application can be accessed & submitted online at 
www.sllboces.org. Applications will be accepted until this position is fi lled.  

EOE

Th is position will provide technical support services and routine main-
tenance of school computers, display boards, inventory tracking etc.  
Minimum qualifi cations are a High School Diploma and 2 years full 
time, paid work experience as an Information Technology 
Helpdesk Technician or Computer Technician OR an Associate’s degree 
in Computer Science or related fi eld.  Th is is a provisional appointment.  
Th e successful candidate will need to take a civil service exam and be 
reachable on the civil service list in order to be permanently appointed.



CONTROLLER: 
Under the direction and supervision of the 
Assistant Chief Financial Officer, the Con-
troller is accountable for the planning, orga-
nization, direction and control of the daily 
accounting operations within the Finance 
Department. The Controller will oversee 
the tribal general fund, other governmen-
tal funds and the annual audit preparation. 
Assist the Assistant Chief Financial Officer 
with establishing departmental policies 
and procedures to implement the goals of 
the SRMT Strategic Plan. Salary: $54,561.80 
- $120,868.80, Status: Full-time, Non-exempt. 
Deadline: 02/04/2021. Complete announce-
ment and application instructions are avail-
able online at:www.srmt-nsn.gov.

LABORATORY TECHNICIAN:
 will be  responsible for Analyze and record 

test data to issue reports that use charts, 
graphs, or narratives. Analyze the results of 
tests or experiments to ensure conformity 
to specifications, using special mechanical 
or electrical devices. Collect blood or tissue 
samples from patients, observing principles 
of asepsis to obtain blood sample. Conduct 
blood tests for transfusion purposes and 
perform blood counts. Conduct chemical 
analyses of body fluids, such as blood or 
urine, using microscope or automatic ana-
lyzer to detect abnormalities or diseases and 
enter findings into computer. Status: Full-
time, Non-exempt. Deadline: 02/11/2021.
Complete announcement and application 
instructions are available online at:www.
srmt-nsn.gov.

CLINICAL MANAGER: 
Under the direction of the Medical Director, 

the Clinical Manager is responsible for lead-
ing efforts to improve quality of outcomes 
and clinic operations to improve the overall 
patient experience. Status: Full-time, Non-
exempt. Deadline: 02/11/2021.Complete 
announcement and application instructions 
are available online at: www.srmt-nsn.gov.
Head Start has an opening for a TRANSPOR-
TATION COORDINATOR beginning August 
2021 with paid training in the interim. The 
position is at our Administrative Office in 
Canton. Full time, 35 hours per week, 43 
weeks/year. Individual must have a mini-
mum of CDL - C with Article 19A and “P” 
& “S” endorsements. Experience with 
supervision preferred as well as bus driv-
ing related knowledge of New York State 
regulations. Substitutes in all positions are 
needed. Positions follow the BOCES sched-
ule/holidays. Please call the Head Start 
Main Office at 315-386-8574 for more spe-
cific detail. Send letter of interest, resume 
and three current, signed and dated written 
letters of reference to Head Start, One Com-
merce Lane, Canton, NY 13617. Deadline is 
until the positions are filled. Head Start is 
an EOE.
PART-TIME Home Health Aide needed to 
work MONDAY - FRIDAY in my Potsdam 
home. 315-212-5497.
CARPENTERS WANTED, Excellent pay for 
experienced carpenters, must have 5 years 
verifiable experience, own transportation. 
315-250-0650 tn
Head Start has the following openings: 
Classroom Aide/Bus Monitor for our Mas-
sena Head Start. This is a part time position. 
Person must have a minimum of a high school 
diploma or its equivalent. BOCES Certificate 
of Early Childhood, CDA, or substantial expe-
rience in early childhood daycare preferred. 
Substitutes in all positions are needed.Posi-
tions follow the school schedule/holidays. 
Please call the Head Start Main Office at 
315-386-8574 for more specific detail.Send 
letter of interest, resume and three current, 
signed and dated written letters of reference 
to Head Start, One Commerce Lane, Canton, 
NY 13617. Deadline is until the positions are 
filled. Head Start is an EOE.
Truck Drivers - Malone. Renzi Foodservice 
is looking for Class A or Class B drivers. 
Routes start and stop in Malone. Monday 
through Friday schedules, competitive pay 
and great benefits and you’ll be home every 
night! Apply online at Renzifoodservice.
com/careers.
LMHC, LCSW, or Psychologist: Full-time and 
part-time telehealth professionals to work 
in a private outpatient office. Flexible hours, 
and benefits. Send resume and cover letter 
to mhcsnny@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT INFO.
$18.50 NYC, $16 L.I. & up to $13.50 Upstate 
NY! If you need care from your relative, 

friend or neighbor and you have Medicaid, 
they may be eligible to start taking care 
of you as a personal assistant under NYS 
Medicaid CDPA Program. No Certificates 
needed. Phone: 347-713-3553

CAREER TRAINING
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! 
Become a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 855-516-1375. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)

EDUCATION
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! 
Become a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available for cer-
tain programs for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm
ET)
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apply today! 
claxtonhepburn.org/careers

214 King Street, Ogdensburg, New York 13669

 Central Scheduler
 Health Center Receptionist
 Medical Scribe
 Patient Access Clerk
 Physician Office Receptionist

For more information, call 315.713.5287

NOW HIRING!
CLerical POSITIONS AVAILABLE

warrior

Part-Time Human Services Teacher

St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES 
is looking to fi ll the
following position:

Th e BOCES application can be accessed & submitted online at 
www.sllboces.org. EOE

Th e Adult Education and Workforce Development Department is in need of a 
part-time hourly instructor to teach Introduction to Human Services. Preferred 

qualifi cations include a minimum of an Associate’s Degree in a related fi eld 
in addition to Human Services workplace experience. Teaching experience is 
preferred, but not required.  Applications accepted until January 29th, 2021.

UVMHealth.org/AHMC 

Ultrasound Tech 
The University of Vermont Health Network—Alice Hyde 

Medical Center is looking for an Ultrasound Tech. Be part 

of a dynamic and growing team that offers a wide range 

of services for the community. We take pride in caring for 

our patients and partnering with our health care            

providers to deliver exceptional patient care. 

Competitive compensation and benefit package 
available including a sign on bonus, tuition       
reimbursement and relocation assistance. 

 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. High School graduate/equivalent. 
2. 3 years of Ultrasound work experience. 
3. Graduate of accredited Radiology program helpful, but not     
required. 
4. Degree in Ultrasound, Cardiac Sonography and Vascular       
Sonography preferred or Registry eligible. 

 

Visit alicehyde.com/careers for a complete job description 
and to submit an online application. 

EMPLOYMENT INFO



SCHOOLS
    NORTH COUNTRY
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Thank you to the 
sponsor of this page:

Coryer Staffi ng

Focus on Education

Are you ready 
to chart your own 
path forward?

READY. MARKETABLE.ABLE. PROVEN.

SAT/ACT workshop planned
St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES is offering the 

SAT/ACT workshop to high school juniors 
who plan to take the SAT and/or ACT this 
spring. Classes will be remote using Google 
Classroom and Zoom on seven Saturdays or 
Sundays starting March 6 or 7 through May 
1 or 2.

Students from Heuvelton, Lisbon, 
Madrid-Waddington, Morristown, and 
Ogdensburg, must register through guidance 
counselors by Feb. 10.

Others should mail the registration form 
available online at https://satactworkshop.wee-
bly.com/ and fee to David Dufrane by Feb. 10.

For more information email Meg Clemens 
at, satactworkshop@sllboces.org. 

BOCES offers parent support
St. Lawrence Lewis BOCES hosts a parent 

parent support group meeting planned via 
Zoom 4-5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 26, which is 

open to parents from any school district.
Parents will discuss mindfulness and life 

stressors during this difficult time.
Parents are also encouraged to share 

resources: books, articles, child’s toys, or 
equipment they have found helpful. There is 
also a networking time allowed at the end of 
the meeting to converse with other parents 
and professionals. 

For more information contact Kirstie 
O’Grady 716-523-3325 or kogrady@sllboces.
org, or Alicia Pirie 315-389-1879, alicia.pirie@
sllcboces.org

Doughnut sale
MADRID -- Madrid-Waddington Central 

School class of 2022 is holding an online 
Krispy Kreme Doughnut sale with orders and 
payment due by Jan. 26.

Orders can be placed online through the 
Madrid-Waddington Central School District 
Facebook page. Doughnuts are $8/doz. and 
will be delivered Feb. 3.

BY ANDY GARDNER
North Country This Week

MASSENA — The Massena Central School 
District will start using artificial intelligence 
(AI) to communicate with families and track 
attendance.

Community Schools Director Kristin Col-
larusso-Martin discussed the program with 
the Board of Education during their Thurs-
day, Jan. 14 meeting.

She said the “chatbot,” named Raider, 
can be used to send announcements to the 
entire district. And people getting a text from 
Raider can ask it questions and it will answer 
them.

A chatbot is a software application to have 
an online chat or conversation via text or text-
to-speech, in lieu of having a conversation 
with an in-person operator.

“If we have an announcement to get out to 
the district. We want to remind people it’s a 
holiday on Monday and USDA meal pickup 

would be Friday,” she said. “It will talk back 
and forth. The more we use it, the smarter it 
will actually get.”

She said they are building a database “of all 
critical information we want Raider to start 
out with.”

In addition to that, they can set an atten-
dance threshold for the Raider bot to send a 
text to parents asking if everything is ok if the 
student misses so many days.

In case the bot is unable to answer ques-
tions, or receives a report of something seri-
ous, the district has what Collarusso-Martin 
called “escalation teams” to handle that. 

“Each building sets up escalation teams so 
if someone asks a question the chatbot, Raid-
er, isn’t able to answer, it goes to the escala-
tion team,” she said, adding that something 
serious like a report of a student in crisis 
would go directly to a building principal.

She said they have the chatbot on a trial 
basis until June. After that, it’s $500 per 
building to extend the contract. 

The Northern New York Community Foun-
dation recently awarded $1,500 in Communi-
ty Spirit Youth Giving Challenge grants to two 
St. Lawrence County schools.

A committee that included Community 
Foundation staff and a retired junior high 
school teacher judged and scored the applica-
tions with results as follows:

• $500, Canton-Potsdam Hospital Foun-
dation, Canton, Olivia White, Canton Central 
School

• $500, Help Sami Kick Cancer Founda-
tion, Canton, Vivian Coburn, Canton Central 
School

• $500, Renewal House for Victims of 
Family Violence, Jazmine Carpenter, Morris-
town Central School

As public health guidelines safely permit, 
the Community Foundation and schools will 
work with winning students in the coming 
weeks to coordinate visits to their respective 
charitable agencies to present grants and 
learn more about the organizations they 
chose.

The initiative was launched in 2017 to 
introduce middle school students to concepts 
of philanthropy and community needs. 

The challenge seeks to engage youths as 
they explore the meaning of community and 
are empowered to recommend grants to sup-
port their concepts that strengthen the quali-
ty of life in the region.

Students write an essay that articulates 
their definition of community and explains 
what makes it a great place to live, work and 
play. Participants are then asked to name 
a charitable organization that makes their 
community a better place through its service 
to residents.

In the past four years, 83 students have 
been selected to present 79 grants totaling 
$40,000 to 67 different nonpro t organiza-
tions that serve tri-county residents. Since 
the Community Spirit Youth Giving Chal-
lenge began, 397 students representing 21 
school districts across the region have applied 
to the program, recommending grants to 160 
different charitable organizations.

Massena Central to start
test of chatbot ‘Raider’

SLC students awarded grants to 
community organizations for 

their winning essays

Screnshot from Zoom

Massena High School senior Delaney Durant; bottom right; is sworn is as a student ex ofi cio member 
of the Board of Education. 

MASSENA — The Board of Education 
swore in a new student ex-officio member.

Massena High School senior Delaney 
Durant will serve as a non-voting board 
member for the remainder of the school 
year. 

During reports from board officers at 
monthly school board meetings, the student 
board member typically gives a short report 
of what’s going on among the student body.

Superintendent Pat Brady said she “comes 
with a great pedigree” and participates in 
music and sports, in addition to serving on 
the student council.

He said after graduation, Durant is “head-
ing off to college and wants to go into law 
enforcement.”

“Congratulations, I guess, and thanks for 
helping us out,” Board President Pat Bronch-
etti said. 

New student representative
joins Massena Board of Ed

St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES Northwest 
Technical and Career Center announces the 
January student of the month.

Senior Jayden Carr, Lisbon, is in the Nat-
ural Resource Management program and an 
excellent student as he shows up ready for 
class and to get to work each day, according to 
Northwest Tech teachers and staff. 

“Carr has an exemplary attitude and is well 
respected by his peers. He works hard and 
wants to excel at any work set before him.”

He plans to attend lineman school following 
graduation and would like to pursue a career 
as a line worker. 

Northwest Tech names top student

Jayden Carr

BRIEFLY
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