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6Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year’s BNC winners!

Weeklies 
Class 1 

Cassville Democrat 
Class 2 

Springfield Business Journal 
Class 3 

Washington Missourian 

Dailies 
Class 4 

Columbia Missourian 
Class 5 

The Kansas City Star. 

https://mopress.com/better-newspaper/


7Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year’s BNC winners!

Weeklies — Class 1
General Excellence

Cassville Democrat
Tribune and Times,  Harrisonville

Edina Sentinel
Best Overall Design
Staff - Maryville Forum

Mike Scott - Kahoka Media
Staff - Maries County Advocate

Best Front Page
Staff - Maries County Advocate, Belle

Staff - Tribune and Times,
Harrisonville

Staff - Maryville Forum
Best Page Design

Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Jon Dykstra - Maryville Forum

Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Best Breaking News Story

Geoffrey Woehlk and Skye Pournazari 
- Maryville Forum

Jimmy Gillispie - Tribune and Times, 
Harrisonville

Amanda Lubinski - Courier-Tribune, 
Liberty

Best News Story
Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel

Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Feature Story
Geoffrey Woehlk - Maryville Forum

Dennis Minich - Tribune and Times, 
Harrisonville

Colin Willard - 
Maries County Advocate, Belle

Best News or Feature Series
Colin Willard - 

Maries County Advocate, Belle
Paxson Haws and Geoffrey Woehlk - 

Maryville Forum
Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum

Best Sports News Story 
or Package

Kory Hales - Focus on Oak Grove
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Wesley Miller - Courier-Tribune,
Liberty

Best Sports Feature Story
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Lilly Goss - Fulton Sun
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Best Editorial
Mike Scott - Kahoka Media

Staff - Maryville Forum
Staff - Maryville Forum

Best Serious Columnist
Jordan Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Dennis Minich - Tribune and Times, 

Harrisonville
Best News Photograph

Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Jimmy Gillispie - Tribune and Times, 

Harrisonville
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Best Feature Photograph
Kory Hales - Focus on Oak Grove

Jimmy Gillispie - Tribune and Times, 
Harrisonville

Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel
Best Sports Photograph

Marlana Smith - Shelby County Herald
Jacob Warden - 

Maries County Advocate, Belle
Will Johnson - 

Maries County Advocate, Belle
Best Sports Feature Photograph
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Jimmy Gillispie - Tribune and Times, 

Harrisonville
Jon Dykstra - Maryville Forum

Best Photo Package
Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Community Service
Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel

Staff - Cassville Democrat
Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel

Best Special Section, Magazine 
or Alternative Publication

Staff - Courier-Tribune, Liberty
Kyle Troutman and Sheila Harris - 

Cassville Democrat
Jordan Troutman and Sheila Harris - 

Cassville Democrat
Best Investigative Reporting

Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat
Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Business Story
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Best Story About Government
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Geoffrey Woehlk - Maryville Forum
Continued on Page 8

Congratulations to Missouri Press’ 2025 
Better Newspaper Contest winners!

Above, Tawnie Wilson with the Springfield Business Journal won first place in 
Best Feature Photograph for mid-size weeklies with this shot from Dolly Parton’s 
Stampede in Branson. On the cover, Emily Curiel and The Kansas City Star won 
first place in Best Sports Photo for large dailies and received this year’s Photo 
of the Year award, as well. Judges for the Photo of the Year said the 2025 Better 
Newspaper Contest photography winners represented fine storytelling through 
dramatic images, but Curiel’s shot embodied a “peak moment.” Curiel’s picture 
is “such a decisive moment with a ballet composition that is equally artistic and 
storytelling,” according to judges’ comments.



8Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year’s BNC winners!

Best Election Story
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Amanda Lubinski - Courier-Tribune, Liberty
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture
Emily Bontrager - Kahoka Media

Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Murray Bishoff - Cassville Democrat

Best Story About Religion
Colin Willard - Maries County Advocate, Belle

Skye Pournazari - Maryville Forum
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Best Story About Education
Ruth Ann Hafner - Focus on Oak Grove

Mike Scott - Kahoka Media
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Best Story About the Outdoors
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Story About History
Emily O’Leary - Fulton Sun

Colin Willard - Maries County Advocate, Belle
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Military Story
Geoffrey Woehlk - Maryville Forum
Geoffrey Woehlk - Maryville Forum
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Health Story
Jordan Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Roxie Murphy - Maries County Advocate, Belle
Sheila Harris - Cassville Democrat

Best Headline Writing
Staff - Cassville Democrat

Staff - Maryville Forum
Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel
Weeklies — Class 2

General Excellence
Ozark County Times, Gainesville

Warren County Record, Warrenton
Gasconade County Republican, Owensville

Best Overall Design
Staff - Springfield Business Journal

Staff - Gasconade County Republican, Owensville
Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove

Best Front Page
Tim Schmidt - Warren County Record, Warrenton

Staff - Ozark County Times, Gainesville
Staff - Springfield Business Journal

Best Page Design
Heather Mosley - Springfield Business Journal
Rebecca Green - Springfield Business Journal
Rebecca Green - Springfield Business Journal

Best Breaking News Story
Geoff Pickle - Springfield Business Journal

Karen Craigo and Geoff Pickle - 
Springfield Business Journal
Isaiah Buse - Houston Herald

Best News Story
Hannah Spaar and Melody Cook - The Odessan

Jack Underwood - Warren County Record, Warrenton
Neal A. Johnson and Elise Brochu  - 

Unterrified Democrat, Linn
Best Feature Story

Christine Temple - Springfield Business Journal
Karen Craigo - Springfield Business Journal

Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove
Best News or Feature Series

Sue Ann Jones - Ozark County Times, Gainesville
Staff - Springfield Business Journal

Karen Craigo - Springfield Business Journal
Best Sports News Story or Package

Jack Denebeim - Sedalia Democrat
Joe Andrews - Warrensburg Star-Journal
Joe Andrews - Warrensburg Star-Journal

Best Sports Feature Story
Sam MacPherson - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove

Jack Denebeim  - Sedalia Democrat
Joe Andrews - Warrensburg Star-Journal

Continued on Page 9

November 7, 2024
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Page 10A

Election Results
Preliminary results from the 

Jackson County Election Board, 
Kansas City Election Board and 
Missouri Secretary of State

Candidate Jack. Co. State %Race
President

President Kamala Harris 46.84% 39.97%
Donald Trump 51.14% 58.38%

Jill Stein .60% .57%
Chase Oliver .87% .8%

Senate Lucas Kunce 48.63% 41.82%
Josh Hawley 48.32% 55.55%
Jared Young .75% .71%
W.C. Young 1.36% 1.2%
Nathan Kline .81% .67%

State
CandidateRace

Governor Mike Kehoe 51.08% 59.12%
Crystal Quade 46.37% 38.68%
Paul Lehmann .88% .75%

Bill Slantz 1.52% 1.38%
Lieutenant 
Governor

Dave Wasinger 49.88% 57.4%
Richard Brown 44.81% 38.49%
Danielle Elliott 2.63% 1.99%
Ken Iverson 2.52% 2.12%

Secretary of 
State

Denny Hoskins 50.14% 57.67%
Barbara Phifer 46.61% 39.65%
Jerome Bauer 1.25% .99%
Carl H. Freese 1.85% 1.69%

Jack. Co. State %

State 
Treasurer

Vivek Malek 50.44% 57.94%
Mark Osmack 44.6% 38.04%
Reagan Haase 1.53% 1.23%
John Hartwig Jr. 3.28% 2.8%

Attorney 
General

Andrew Bailey 52.63% 59.8%
Elad Gross 44.28% 37.91%
Ryan Munro 2.93% 2.3%

U.S. Congress

House 
District 4

Jeanette Cass 35.78% 26.36%
Mark Alford 61.75% 71.03%

Thomas Holbrook 2.35% 2.52%

Candidate Jack.  Co. 
State/

Dist.  %Race

Missouri General Assembly
CandidateRace

Senate 
District 11

Joe Nicola 36,047 53%
Robert Sauls 31,792 46.74%

Tally Dist. %

House 
District 32

Jeff Coleman 13,028 66.57%
Jennifer Cassidy 6,509 33.26%

Statewide ballot issues

Amendment 
2

Yes 58.13% 50.13%
No 41.87% 49.87%

PositionIssue Jack. Co. State %

Amendment 
3

Yes 58.90% 51.74%
No 41.10% 48.26%

Amendment 
5

Yes 53.49% 47.6%
No 46.51% 52.4%

Amendment 
6

Yes 39.46% 39.43%
No 60.54% 60.58%

Amendment 
7

Yes 69.35% 68.46%
No 30.65% 31.54%

Proposition 
A

Yes 64.03% 57.58%
No 35.97% 42.42%

Jackson County
CandidateRace

Prosecutor Tracey Chappell 54.39% 25.36%
Melesa Johnson 45.40% 74.47%

Jack. Co. % KC %

Sheriff Darryl Forte  94.5% 97.37%

KORY HALES
STATE CHAMPION Oak Grove softball senior players, from left, Brianna Craig, Zoey Wilson, Adison Bell, 

Kylee Dickey, Mackenley Munson and Lauren Phillips celebrate with the team's state championship trophy 
Saturday. Panthers won the state title against Centralia 8-3 in Springfield.

Full coverage in Section B

Queens of the diamond

RUTH ANN HAFNER
VETERAN’S DAY not only remembers all members 

of the military who have maintained America’s free-
dom, but it recognize the sacrifices these individuals 
have made. Larry Newcomer, Oak Grove, served in the 
Army’s Red Warrior Dogs unit and was stationed in 
Vietnam from August 1967 to August 1968. 

LARRY NEWCOMER POSES for a picture at base 
camp three weeks before coming home from Vietnam. 
In his backpack are supplies he needed as a radio 
telephone operator during his tour of duty.

Local veteran reflects on 
service in Vietnam War

by Ruth Ann Hafner
Vietnam veterans have 

not always been treated with 
respect.

When Larry Newcomer 
landed in St. Louis after com-
pleting his service, someone 
at the airport called him a 
baby killer.

“I guarantee there were no 
babies in the jungle where I 
was,” he said.

Another person spit on 
a fellow soldier when he 
arrived home.

Newcomer weighed 121 
pounds and his muscles 
were solid. 

Only his family and a 
neighbor were there to greet 
him, but when Newcomer 
went to shake his father’s 
hand, his father hugged him 
instead.

“He about broke my back. 
Whenever I went some place 
with him, he introduced me 
as his Vietnam son. He was 
proud of my service,” New-
comer said.

His time in Vietnam lasted 
from August 1967-August 
1968.

He celebrated his 21st 
birthday in Vietnam.

“It makes you grow up. I 
guarantee that,” he said.

Newcomer has shared 
his story with his church, 
Grace United Methodist, 
as well as the Oak Grove 
Historical Society because 
he wants people to know 
what happened during the 
Vietnam War. 

In the movies, John Wayne 
and other actors rushed into 
battle, guns blazing and peo-
ple yelling.

“We were quiet. One hun-
dred and fifty of us were 

Spirit of 
Christmas 
to be Dec. 7 

Ushering in the “Spirit of 
Christmas,” the City of Oak 
Grove will once again sponsor 
a Winter Wonderland and 
Christmas parade the first 
Saturday in December.

9 a.m.-noon Saturday, De-
cember 7, kids and families 
can enjoy a free breakfast with 
Santa at the Oak Grove Field-
house, 1300 SE 30th Street.

The event af fords a de-
lightful opportunity for kids 
to work with crafts and play 
games all while grabbing a 
bite to eat.

You can seize the oppor-
tunity to get a little shopping 
done with the vendors who 
will be featured at the festive 
event.

There will be plenty of pho-
to opportunities for the family, 
so wear your Christmas attire 
to start the season off right.

The annual Christmas pa-
rade is also held at 5 p.m. the 
same day. A feast of lights 
for the eyes, kids and adults 
will enjoy the variety of floats 
decorated for Christmas. 

Trophies for first, second 
and third place are awarded at 
the conclusion of the parade 
during the mayor’s Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony.

Entries can include a float, 
truck or car.

The parade starts in the 
Oak Grove High School park-
ing lot, running west.

The mayor’s Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony will 
begin at 6 p.m. at City Hall, 
2110 S. Broadway. 

All proceeds received from 
the mayor’s Christmas Tree 
fund will be given to the Oak 
Grove Community Services 
League for programming.

See VETERAN, page 2A

Oak Grove wins 
Championship

Section B

Senior 
services tax

Yes 53.10% 64.8%
No 46.9% 35.2%

PositionIssue Jack. Co.% KC %
Jackson County Question

Kory Hales captured this moment of celebration for the 
Focus on Oak Grove as the local high school’s softball 
team celebrates a state championship. The photo won Best 
Feature Photograph for Class 1 weeklies.

Skye Pournazari captured first in the small weeklies’ Best 
News Photograph competition for the Maryville Forum with 
this eerie image of a firefighter watching a structure fire.



9Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year’s BNC winners!

Best Editorial
Amanda Mendez - Howell County 

News, Willow Springs
Amanda Mendez - Howell County 

News, Willow Springs
Hannah Spaar - The Odessan
Best Serious Columnist

Patrik Andrews-Ryan - 
Morgan County Statesman, Versailles

Bryan E. Jones - 
Morgan County Statesman, Versailles

Doug Davison - Houston Herald
Best News Photograph

Dave Marner - Gasconade County 
Republican, Owensville

Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, 
Mountain Grove

Michael Boyd Jr. - 
Ste. Genevieve Herald

Best Feature Photograph
Tawnie Wilson - 

Springfield Business Journal
Rebecca Green - 

Springfield Business Journal
Heather Mosley - 

Springfield Business Journal
Best Sports Photograph

Doug Davison - Houston Herald
Kory Hales - The Odessan

Will Johnson - Gasconade County 
Republican, Owensville

Best Sports Feature Photograph
Kacey Blunk - Howell County News, 

Willow Springs
Neal A. Johnson - 

Unterrified Democrat, Linn
Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, 

Mountain Grove
Best Photo Package

Dave Marner - Gasconade County 
Republican, Owensville

Dave Marner - Gasconade County 
Republican, Owensville

Doug Davison and Jeff McNiell - 
Houston Herald

Best Special Section, Magazine 
or Alternative Publication

Staff - Houston Herald
Staff - Ozark County Times, Gainesville
Democrat and Star-Journal Staff - 

Sedalia Democrat
Best Investigative Reporting

Melody Cook and Hannah Spaar - 
The Odessan

Amanda Mendez - Howell County 
News, Willow Springs

Amanda Mendez - Howell County 
News, Willow Springs
Best Business Story

Mike Cullinan - 
Springfield Business Journal

Jessi Dreckman - 
Ozark County Times, Gainesville

Karen Craigo - 
Springfield Business Journal

Best Story About Government
Karen Craigo - 

Springfield Business Journal
Hannah Spaar and Melody Cook - 

The Odessan
Jack Underwood - 

Warren County Record, Warrenton
Best Election Story

Karen Craigo - 
Springfield Business Journal
Hannah Spaar - The Odessan

Elise Brochu - 
Unterrified Democrat, Linn

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture

Elise Brochu and Dennis Warden - 
Gasconade Co. Republican, Owensville

Jessi Dreckman - 
Ozark County Times, Gainesville

Neal A. Johnson - 
Unterrified Democrat, Linn

Best Story About Religion
Sue Ann Jones - Ozark County Times, 

Gainesville

Karen Craigo - 
Springfield Business Journal

Chris Howell - Sedalia Democrat
Best Story About Education

Karen Craigo - 
Springfield Business Journal

Mike Cullinan - 
Springfield Business Journal
Isaiah Buse - Houston Herald

Best Story About the Outdoors
Mike Cullinan - 

Springfield Business Journal
Jessi Dreckman - 

Ozark County Times, Gainesville
Sam MacPherson - Wright County 

Journal, Mountain Grove
Best Story About History

Elise Brochu - Unterrified Democrat, 
Linn

Roxie Murphy and Dave Marner 
- Gasconade County Republican, 

Owensville
Sam MacPherson - Wright County 

Journal, Mountain Grove
Best Military Story

Sue Ann Jones - 
Ozark County Times, Gainesville

Melody Cook - The Odessan
Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, 

Mountain Grove
Continued on Page 10

www.GasconadeCountyRepublican.com
Wednesday, June 5, 2024  ■ PaGe 6

Lawn mower cited as cause for garage fire
Owensville’s volunteer fire department responded a week ago Wednesday afternoon to a fully in-
volved garage fire (above) behind the residence at the corner of Elm and Pear. The May 29 blaze quick-
ly engulfed the garage which housed a Cub Cadet riding lawn mower and a golf cart. A problem with 
the mower, which had just been put away after the homeowner cut his grass, was cited as the proba-
ble cause for the fire. Both overhead garage doors were removed (top right) by Capt. Dylan Nochta to 
expose the interior for an attack which shut down the fire (right) and allowed hose teams access to the 
interior of the structure. Jaden Backues (below) removes a piece of sheet metal during the overhaul. 
Keleigh Guinn (middle, right) takes a turn flowing water to extinguish hot spots during the effort. Fire-
men (bottom, right) pulled the structure down to prevent it falling on someone.    
                  PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER

Dave Marner focuses in on a firefighter 
working a structure fire, winning first 
place in Best News Photograph for 
the Gasconade County Republican, 
Owensville, a Class 2 weekly.

Marlana Smith nabbed this shot of an 
incredible catch and won first in Best 
Sports Photograph for small weeklies 
for the Shelby County Herald.
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Best Health Story
Sue Ann Jones - Ozark County Times, 

Gainesville
Jessi Dreckman - Ozark County 

Times, Gainesville
Sam MacPherson - Wright County 

Journal, Mountain Grove
Weeklies — Class 3

Best Overall Design
Staff - St. Louis American

Kevin Murphy - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven - 
Mid America Farmer-Grower

Best Front Page
Mike Terhaar - St. Louis American

Kevin Murphy - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Staff - Washington Missourian
Best Editorial and 

Opinion Pages
Staff - Washington Missourian

Steve Taylor and Kimberly Mathis - 
Jefferson County Leader
Staff - St. Louis American

Best Sports Pages
Mike Terhaar - St. Louis American

Bill Battle and Arron Hustead - 
Washington Missourian

Best Page Design
Melvin Moore - St. Louis American
Lori Obermark and Dan Claxton - 

Washington Missourian
Lindsay Recar - 

Jefferson County Leader
Best Breaking News Story

Melissa Wilkinson - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Christopher Parker - 
Washington Missourian

Tony Krausz - Jefferson County Leader
Best News Story

Abby Stetina - 
Jefferson County Leader

Christopher Parker - 
Washington Missourian

Brandi Schubert - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Best Feature Story
Barbara Fawver - 

Jefferson County Leader
Miki McKee Koelsch - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Staff - St. Louis American

Best News or Feature Series
Brandi Schubert - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Tony Krausz - Arnold-Imperial Leader

Geoff Folsom - 
Washington Missourian

Best Sports News Story
or Package

Arron Hustead - 
Washington Missourian

Arron Hustead - 
Washington Missourian

Bill Battle - Washington Missourian
Best Sports Feature Story

Dan Claxton - Washington Missourian
Miki McKee Koelsch - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times

Russell Korando - 
Jefferson County Leader

Best Editorial
AJ Fahr - Branson Tri-Lake News

Dorri Partain  - 
Kansas City Northeast News

Bill Miller Jr. - Washington Missourian
Best Serious Columnist

Jason Wert - Branson Tri-Lake News
Kevin Carbery - 

Jefferson County Leader
Peggy Bess - Jefferson County Leader

Best Sports Columnist
Russell Korando - 

Jefferson County Leader
Bill Battle - Washington Missourian
Alvin A. Reid - St. Louis American

Best News Photograph
Wanda Parsons - 

Washington Missourian
Ursula Ruhl - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Eileen Wisniowicz - 

Washington Missourian
Best Feature Photograph

Ursula Ruhl - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Eileen Wisniowicz - 
Washington Missourian

Ursula Ruhl - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times
Best Photo Illustration

Eileen Wisniowicz - 
Washington Missourian

Eileen Wisniowicz - 
Washington Missourian

Lindsay Recar - 
Jefferson County Leader

Continued on Page 11
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«continued on page 4A

Third grader Sarah Boyd is high energy and all smiles as she bounds up the stairs of Avery Elementary School in the Webster 
Groves School District for the first day of classes on Tuesday, Aug. 20. | photo by Ursula Ruhl

see more back-to-school photos on page 12A

Back to School!
by Colin Suchland

Kirkwood is entering into a long-term 
agreement for service and maintenance 
of the city’s water towers and water tanks 
that comes with a price tag of more than $4 
million.

The Kirkwood City Council on Aug. 15 
accepted a 10-year contract with SEH-
Design/Build of St. Paul, Minnesota, for 
upkeep of municipal drinking water towers 
and tanks. Kirkwood will pay no more than 
$428,340 annually for a contract total of 
more than $4 million.

Kirkwood Public Services Director Chris 
Kruger told council members that the city 
owns two water towers, each with a capacity 
of about 600,000 gallons, and two ground 
storage tanks that contain a combined total 
of 5.4 million gallons of water.

The city has been servicing its water tanks 
independently, and Krueger said it has cost as 
much as $1.5 million to have one of the large 
water tanks repainted. The contract with 

Kirkwood

$4 Million, 10-Year
Contract For Water 
Tower Services

MLB Hall Of Famer
Aberdeen resident Johnny Goryl inducted into Cleveland Hall of Fame
by Carrson McDaniel

Former Major League Baseball player 
and coach Johnny Goryl of Aberdeen 
Heights in Kirkwood has seen decades of 
baseball history play out before him. At 
90 years old, Goryl is finally part of that 
history with his recent induction into 
the Cleveland Guardians Distinguished 
Hall of Fame as a coach. 

Goryl, who is still employed as an 
advisor to the Cleveland Guardians, 
recently celebrated his hall of fame 
induction at Aberdeen Heights with 
dozens of his closest friends, family 
members and other residents of the 
senior living facility. The celebration 
was complete with cake, punch, special 
video screenings from the Aug. 3 
pregame ceremony in Cleveland, and 
testimonials from Aberdeen Heights 
staff members.

Goryl was visibly overcome with 
emotion.

“This day means a lot to my family 

and me. I’ll never forget it,” he said. 
“I’ve loved baseball for as long as I can 
remember. I’ve been involved with the 
organization for 44 years, and I’m so 
honored to be included in their hall of 
fame.”

Aberdeen Heights Administrator 
Tony Altobella expressed his admiration 

for Goryl. 
“We’ve met this wonderful gentleman, 

not just this ballplayer, but a wonderful 
man who’s been kind to everyone here,” 
Altobella said. 

Tommy Goodman, another Aberdeen 
Heights employee, has a background in 

A baseball lifer, 
Johnny Goryl 
spent time 
as a player, 
manager 
and coach 
in several 
Major League 
Baseball 
organizations.

| photo 
by Jerry 
Naunheim

«continued on page 9A

by Brandi Schubert
The sculpture park at North Gore and 

West Kirkham avenues, north of the Old 
Webster Business District, is being renamed 
the Gerry Welch Sculpture Garden in honor 
of the city’s former mayor.

City council members unanimously 
approved the measure Tuesday night during 
a regular meeting.

Welch, who retired in April 2022 after a 
24-year tenure as the city’s longest serving 
mayor, spearheaded the park’s creation. She 
said at the time that the park was one of her 
proudest achievements.

“We took two horrendous, messy triangles 
of land and turned them into a lovely 
sculpture park,” Welch told the Times in an 
April 2022 article.

Patrick Murphy, president of Webster 
Arts, was in the forefront of efforts to have 
the park named for Welch.

“It is an honor well deserved. During 
her 24 years as our mayor, Gerry worked 
tirelessly to promote the arts in a variety of 
fun and creative ways. In addition to being 
the force behind the sculpture park, she 

Webster Groves

Sculpture Park 
Named For Former 
Mayor Gerry Welch

«continued on page 4A

DAY TRIPS
 & Travels

pages 1B-18B

Ursula Ruhl won first in Best Feature 
Photograph for large weeklies with this 
back-to-school shot from the Webster-
Kirkwood Times.

Doug Davison slid into a first place Best Sports Photograph win for the Houston 
Herald with this shot.
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Best Photo Package
Ursula Ruhl - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Ursula Ruhl - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Bill Battle and Arron Hustead - 

Washington Missourian
Best Special Section, Magazine 

or Alternative Publication
Staff - Washington Missourian

EllieAna Hale, Lillian Gibbs and 
Michael Bushnell - 

Kansas City Northeast News
Staff - Webster-Kirkwood Times
Best Investigative Reporting

Tony Krausz - Arnold-Imperial Leader
Kim Robertson - 

Jefferson County Leader
Christopher Parker - 

Washington Missourian
Best News or Feature Obituary

Laura Marlow - 
Jefferson County Leader

Kim Robertson - 
Jefferson County Leader

Bill Miller Jr. - Washington Missourian
Best Business Story

Christopher Parker - 
Washington Missourian

Laura Marlow - 
Jefferson County Leader

Kevin Carbery - 
Jefferson County Leader

Best Story About Government
Abby Stetina - 

Jefferson County Leader
Jonathan Riley - 

Washington Missourian
Jonathan Riley - 

Washington Missourian
Best Election Story

Melissa Wilkinson - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Brandi Schubert - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Kim Robertson and Abby Stetina - 
Jefferson County Leader

Best Story About Rural Life 
or Agriculture

Staff - St. Louis American
Christopher Parker - 

Washington Missourian
Rob Mills - 

Mid America Farmer-Grower
Best Story About Religion

Teresa Inserra - 
Jefferson County Leader

Christopher Parker - 

Washington Missourian
Alvin A. Reid and Ashley Winters - 

St. Louis American
Best Story About Education

Melissa Wilkinson - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Christopher Parker - 
Washington Missourian

Melissa Wilkinson - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Best Story About the Outdoors
Kevin Carbery - 

Jefferson County Leader
Dan Claxton - 

Washington Missourian
Miki McKee Koelsch - 

Webster-Kirkwood Times
Best Story About History

Dan Claxton and Lori Obermark - 
Washington Missourian

Dan Claxton, Eileen Wisniowicz and 
Lori Obermark - 

Washington Missourian
Laura Marlow - 

Jefferson County Leader
Best Military Story

Dan Claxton and Lori Obermark - 
Washington Missourian

Julie Brown Patton - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Julie Brown Patton - 
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Best Health Story
Kevin Carbery - 

Jefferson County Leader
Christopher Parker - 

Washington Missourian
Teresa Inserra - 

Jefferson County Leader
Best Story About Marginalized or 
Underrepresented Communities

Staff - St. Louis American
Christopher Parker and Eileen 

Wisniowicz - Washington Missourian
Christopher Parker and Eileen

Wisniowicz - Washington Missourian
Best Online Newspaper 

or Website
Staff - St. Louis American

Staff - Jefferson County Leader
Staff - Washington Missourian

Multi-Media Reporting
Staff - St. Louis American

Eileen Wisniowicz and Lori Obermark 
- Washington Missourian

Abby Stetina and Goldie Lowe - 
Jefferson County Leader

Weeklies
Best Editorial and Opinion Pages

Staff - Howell County News, 
Willow Springs

Staff - Maryville Forum
Staff - The Odessan

Continued on Page 12
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Ali Thwing and the 
Union soccer Lady 
’Cats defeated 
Lindbergh Friday on 
penalty kicks, 2-1, at 
Stierberger Stadium. 
Union plays two FRC 
games this week.

Droughts 
ended

This weekend saw a 
couple of unwanted runs 
come to an end for pro-
fessional sports teams 
in St. Louis.

On the baseball dia-
mond, third baseman 
Nolan Arenado cracked 
his first home run of the 
season Friday, ending 
his personal 35-game 
streak without hitting 
a home run that dated 
back to August of 2023.

Then, Sunday, St. 
Louis City SC soccer for-
ward João Klauss logged 
his first run of play goal 
of the season to lift the 
home side to a 1-0 victo-
ry over Austin FC, just 
the second win of the 
season for St. Louis in 
eight outings with five 
draws and one loss.

Outside of a goal from 
the penalty spot earlier 
this season against DC 
United, Sunday’s score 
was Klauss’ first since 
Sept. 30 when he netted 
a brace against Sporting 
KC in a 4-1 win, ending 
a run of 13 consecutive 
fixtures without a run-
of-play score for the 
man that led the team in 
goals last season with 10 
despite missing a large 
portion of the season 
due to injury.

Both droughts had 
been well discussed by 
the broadcast media 
covering the games and 
Klauss’ in particular 
took a visible load off 
the competitors.

Arenado’s three-run 
smash off of Arizona 
Diamondbacks starter 
Brandon Pfaadt staked 
the Cardinals to an early 
3-0 lead in the first in-
ning of the first game of 
a three-game set in the 
desert’s Bank One Ball-
park.

While the Cardinals 
blew a 6-0 lead in that 
contest, they still man-
aged to pull out a 9-6 
win. It was, unfortu-
nately, the club’s only 
win of that series.

As I’m writing this 
Monday, the Cardi-
nals are 7-9, but have 
a chance to come back 
home with a winning re-
cord or at least just one 
game below .500, as they 
were when they started 
this current road trip, 
if they can win this up-
coming series against 
the lowly Athletics in 
Oakland.

In addition to fans al-
ready upset over a lack 
of effort to win on the 
part of ownership, cou-
pled with a stadium well 
past its prime and the 
team’s plans to move 
to Las Vegas by way of 
a two-year stop in Sac-
ramento, the Athletics 
have also drawn ire for 
sending one of their bet-
ter-performing players 
to open the season, Es-
teury Ruiz, back down 
the minor leagues.

Fans are alleging the 
only reason for the move 
is to manipulate team 
control over Ruiz where 
a couple weeks in the 
minors could serve to 
push his first time being 
arbitration eligible back 
a year, which in turn 
pushes the first date 
he would be eligible for 
free agency further back 
See Arron’s Page 5B

Resilient Pacific triumphs

Getting dirty for a win
Pacific sophomore Colton Kossuth (4) is greeted by teammate Luke Gerling (24) after sliding for 

the winning run in the bottom of the seventh inning Monday against Union. Kossuth raced home to 
beat the throw after a dropped ball in right field, giving Pacific a 3-2 victory.        
                   Missourian Photo/Arron Hustead.

Indians 
rally past 
Wildcats
By Arron Hustead
husteada@emissourian.com

Despite speeding 
through tight turns 
Monday, Pacific’s bid 
at a third straight Four 
Rivers Conference base-
ball championship re-
mained on the tracks.

Pacific (11-3, 4-0) 
avoided derailment with 
a two-run rally in the 
bottom of the seventh 
inning to win at home 
over Union (13-5, 3-1), 
3-2.

“I think some of our 
swings were not good 
early and we talked 
about when we got two 
strikes or before, not 
having to worry about 
the foot getting down 
and just getting contact 
and that started to pro-
vide us with some hits,” 
Pacific Head Coach Jeff 
Reed said.

Union built a 2-0 lead 
with one run in the top 
of the second and anoth-
er in the fifth before Pa-
cific came back to score 
all three runs in the last 
two frames.

“We just left run-
ners on, didn’t have any 
timely hitting and the 
(strike) zone shrunk,” 
Union Head Coach Pat 
Rapert said. “It’s un-
fortunate for kids like 
that, that we have to go 
through that.”

Five of Pacific’s six 
hits in the contest came 
in those last two in-
nings.

Pacific got one run in 
the bottom of the sixth 
on an RBI double from 
See Resilient Page 5B

Turf time
Borgia’s Kendall Nowak goes down after contact with Sullivan’s Hayli Venable Friday during girls 

soccer action at Bank of Washington Field. Both were going for the ball. Nowak was called for a 
foul. Borgia shut out Sullivan, 1-0.          Missourian Photo/Bill Battle.

Borgia 
holds off 
Sullivan
By Bill Battle
battleb@emissourian.com

Olivia Wunderlich’s 
unassisted goal with 
9:45 to play in the first 
half proved to be the 
difference Friday as St. 
Francis Borgia edged 
Sullivan, 1-0, in girls 
soccer action at Bank of 
Washington Field.

“That was fun,” Bor-
gia Head Coach Macken-
zie Severino said. “That 
was a back-and-forth 
challenge. Sullivan is 
very strong. They have 
a lot of skilled quick 
players, and it was good 
for both teams to play a 
game that competitive 
back-and-forth with 
each other.”

Borgia improved to 
5-6 on the season while 
Sullivan dropped to 9-4-
2.

Borgia’s goal started 
with a Borgia inter-
ception. Abby Schutte 
played a pass to Madi 
See Borgia Page 3B

Washington sweeps Cape Central Invitational
By Arron Hustead
husteada@emissourian.com

While the high school was called Cen-
tral, Washington’s place in the standings 
was at the top.

Washington swept both the boys and 
girls track and field sides of the Cape Gi-
rardeau Central Invitational Saturday 
behind six event victories, three for each 
side.

Washington’s girls tallied 160 points, 
leading Marshall County, Kentucky, 
(108), Murphysboro, Illinois, (105.5) and 
10 other programs at the meet.

On the boys side, Washington led with 
122 points, eight ahead of the runner-up 
host team at 114 points. Murphysboro 
ranked third at 77 points.

“Favorable weather, a great facility, 
and good competition went a long way to 
helping us to our strongest meet of the 
year as we accumulated 29 new personal 
records, including two new school re-
cords,” Washington Head Coach Mike Ol-
szowka said.

On the girls side, senior Maddie Gue-
vara broke the school record in the shot 
put, winning the event with a throw of 
12.13 meters or 39-9.5 in feet and inch-

es. The throw displaced the prior record 
of 11.96 meters, established by Robin 
Sandbothe in 1979.

“Coach (Jamie) Opfer’s throwers were 
on fire,” Olszowka said. “Lots of new PRs. 
But Maddie showed she has been hard-
working and very dedicated and it is pay-
ing off and huge ways. Improving on your 
own school record is always a plus, but put-
ting your name next to  Robin Sandbothe 
puts a real exclamation point next to your 
name and your career at Washington High 
School.”

Fellow thrower, Alysa Repke, won the 
See Washington Page 5B

Arron Hustead and the Washington Missourian won first place for Best Sports 
Feature Photograph with this picture of an enthusiastic baseball player.



12Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year’s BNC winners!

Best Sports Pages
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove
Jon Dykstra - Maryville Forum
Best Humorous Columnist

Doug Davison - Houston Herald
Dennis Minich - Tribune and Times, Harrisonville

Bryan E. Jones - Morgan County Statesman, Versailles
Best Sports Columnist

Doug Davison - Houston Herald
Will Johnson - Gasconade County Republican, Owensville

Jimmy Gillispie - Tribune and Times, Harrisonville
Best Photo Illustration

Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove
Ron Schott - Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove

Best News or Feature Obituary
Roxie Murphy - Maries County Advocate

Jessi Dreckman - Ozark County Times, Gainesville
Kellie Houx - Courier-Tribune, Liberty
Best Story About Marginalized or 
Underrepresented Communities

Karen Craigo - Springfield Business Journal
Melody Cook  - The Odessan

Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel
Best Editorial Cartoon

Cody Taylor - Jefferson County Leader
Cody Taylor - Jefferson County Leader

Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat
Best Online Newspaper or Website

Staff - Houston Herald
Staff - Maryville Forum

Staff - Warrensburg Star-Journal
Multi-Media Reporting

Christine Temple and Tawnie Wilson - 
Springfield Business Journal

Staff - Houston Herald
Kyle Troutman - Cassville Democrat

Best Reporting Using the Sunshine Law
Hannah Spaar and Melody Cook - The Odessan

Amanda Mendez - Howell County News, Willow Springs
Echo Menges - Edina Sentinel

Weeklies Classes 2 & 3
Community Service

Staff - St. Louis American
Staff - Jefferson County Leader

Staff - Houston Herald
Best Newspaper in Education Project

Tammy Witherspoon - The Advertiser, Eldon
Cathy Sewell - St. Louis American

Tammy Witherspoon - The Advertiser, Eldon
Best Information Graphic

Lori Obermark - Washington Missourian
Lori Obermark - Washington Missourian

Brad Gentry - Houston Herald
Best Headline Writing

Staff - Springfield Business Journal
Staff - Jefferson County Leader
Doug Davison - Houston Herald

Weeklies Class 3 and Dailies Class 4
General Excellence
Columbia Missourian

St. Louis American
Jefferson County Leader

Best Humorous Columnist
Peggy Bess - Jefferson County Leader

Jeff Fox - Independence Examiner
 Kevin Carbery - Jefferson County Leader

Best Sports Photograph
Arron Hustead - Washington Missourian

Ron Rigdon - Jefferson County Leader
Vanina Dimitrova - Columbia Missourian

Best Sports Feature Photograph
Arron Hustead - Washington Missourian

Bill Battle - Washington Missourian
Jamie Maron - Columbia Missourian

Dailies — Class 4
Best Front Page

Staff - Columbia Missourian
Donna Farley - Dexter Statesman

Donna Farley - Daily American Republic, Poplar Bluff
Continued on Page 13

Kyle Troutman captured this champion’s exuberance and a 
first place win in the small weeklies division of Best Sports 
Feature Photograph for the Cassville Democrat.
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Pacific’s Sach Wolf 
won the boys title 
at the Washington 
Pentathlon Saturday. 
Annelise Obermark of 
Washington won the 
girls title.

All-Area basketball team

Player of the year
Borgia senior Adam Rickman, seen here dunking in a home game, repeated as Missourian All-

Area boys Basketball Player of the Year in voting by area coaches and media members. Rickman 
also received unanimous first-team status.        Missourian Photo/Bill Battle.

Rotten 
luck

For St. Louis football 
fans, the Easter eggs 
served up by the Unit-
ed Football League on 
opening weekend turned 
out to be rotten.

Or maybe it was just 
the Battlehawks’ luck 
that was rotten.

The leg of Michigan 
Panthers kicker Jake 
Bates was anything but 
rotten. The Battlehawks 
are starting the UFL 
season 0-1 after Bates’ 
64-yard field goal at the 
buzzer lifted the Pan-
thers to an 18-16 Week 
1 win.

Bates, who was on the 
Texas State University 
football roster in 2020 
and 2021 and transfered 
to the University of Ar-
kansas for the 2022 sea-
son, went undrafted and 
signed with the Houston 
Texans in 2023, but was 
cut right after training 
camp.

Saturday’s kick, with 
the game on the line as 
time expired, at a near-
professional record dis-
tance, was the first field 
goal Bates had attempt-
ed in a live game since he 
played at Tomball High 
School in Texas.

In college, he only 
handled kickoff duties, 
where he did display an 
impressive kicking dis-
tance by leading all of 
the Football Bowl Sub-
division (FBS) at Ar-
kansas in 2022 with 64 
touchbacks (out of 75 
kickoffs).

To summarize, one 
CBS Sports headline of 
the game said it best by 
calling Bates’ kick “im-
probable.”

The only way it could 
be a bigger underdog 
story was if the guy 
made ends meet before 
making the team by 
stocking shelves at his 
local grocery store like 
Kurt Warner or working 
as a trash man like Tony 
Danza’s character in the 
Disney movie, “The Gar-
bage-Picking Field-Goal 
Kicking Philadelphia 
Phenomenon.”

For those of you 
keeping track at home, 
the National Football 
League record for lon-
gest field goal is just 
two yards longer, at 
66 yards, established 
by Justin Tucker of 
the Baltimore Ravens 
against the Detroit Li-
ons in September of 
2021.

Tucker performed 
his feat at Ford Field, 
the same location where 
Bates made the kick to 
sink the Battlehawks in 
Saturday’s season open-
er.

The record for lon-
gest field goal kicked in 
a game at any level, 69 
yards, is credited to Ove 
Johansson of Abilene 
Christian University 
from a 1976 collegiate 
contest against East 
Texas State

Bates’ kick, had it 
taken place in an NFL 
game, rather than a UFL 
game, would be tied for 
second place in league 
history with Matt Prat-
er, who made a 64-yard 
kick at Mile High Stadi-
See Arron’s Page 4B

Borgia’s 
Rickman, 
Neier lead 
boys team
By Bill Battle
battleb@emissourian.com

History repeated it-
self in 2023-24 Missou-
rian All-Area Boys Bas-
ketball Team voting.

For the second year 
in a row, St. Francis 
Borgia forward Adam 
Rickman earned player 
of the year honors on a 
vote by coaches and me-
dia members.

And, in the coach of 
the year voting, Bor-
gia’s Dave Neier re-
ceived the most votes.

Rickman became the 
fourth repeat winner, 
joining Borgia’s Luke 
Meyer (2001-02, 2002-
03 and 2003-04) and Na-
than Scheer (2008-09, 
2009-10) and Pacific’s 
Cullen VanLeer (2013-
14 and 2014-15) as re-
peat winners.

It’s the third year in 
a row for Borgia to win 
the player of the year 
award. Grant Schroeder 
won it in 2021-22.

Since the All-Area 
teams started in 1990-
91, Rickman is Borgia’s 
17th winner. 

Borgia’s other win-
ners were Ben Kandl-
binder (1993-94), Josh 
Hotz (1994-95), Jason 
Reinberg (1995-96), 
Jim Schelich (1997-
98), Alex Moosmann 
(2005-06), Paul Eckerle 
(2006-07), Ben Ruether 
(2010-11), Bryce Dolan 
(2011-12) and Alex Mo-
vila (2016-17).

Rickman averaged 
17.7 points, 9.8 re-
bounds, 5.4 assists, 3.6 
steals and one blocked 
shot per game for the 

Dutchgirls lead girls basketball team
By Bill Battle
battleb@emissourian.com

Owensville’s postseason push 
helped it secure the top awards 
in this season’s Missourian All-
Area Girls Basketball Team bal-
loting.

Senior Emma Daniels and 
Head Coach John VanLeer earned 
the player and coach of the year 
awards, respectively, from area 
coaches and media members af-
ter helping the Dutchgirls fin-
ish fourth in Class 4 this season 
at 22-9. It was Owensville’s first 
foray to the state semifinals since 
2015-16.

Daniels is the third Owensville 

girls player to earn the player of 
the year honor since the program 
began in 1990-91.

Hailey Diestelkamp was the 
player of the year in 2015-16 and 
Anna Finley won the award in 
2021-22.

Daniels averaged 14.5 points, 
4.4 rebounds, 2.7 assists, 3.2 
steals and 0.2 of a blocked shot 
per game while earning Four Riv-
ers Conference player of the year 
and all-conference honors. In the 
postseason, she was named to the 
all-district and all-state teams.

Last season’s player of the 
year, Union junior Sophia 
Helling, was the runner-up.

Also receiving votes were St. 

James’ Emily Recker, Washing-
ton’s Elizabeth Reed and Her-
mann’s Ava Hughes.

VanLeer became the first 
coach to win both the boys and 
girls coach of the year awards. 
While at Pacific, he was the boys 
basketball coach of the year in 
2013-14, 2014-15 and 2017-18.

This marks the fourth time 
an Owensville coach has won the 
girls basketball award. Randy 
Crowe was honored in 1993-94 
and 1999-2000. Steve Tappmey-
er won the honor in 2015-16.

VanLeer had a cushion of over 
30 points in front of runner-
up Nick Kelley of Union. Kel-

See All-Area Boys Pg 4BSee All-Area Girls Page 5B

Obermark 
secures 
girls title
By Arron Hustead
husteada@emissourian.com

In her final Wash-
ington Pentathlon, se-
nior Annelise Obermark 
ruled the roost.

The Washington se-
nior, last year’s runner-
up in the event, scored 
2,521 points Saturday 
to win the Washington 
Pentathlon.

Obermark put 349 
points of distance be-
tween herself and the 
rest of the field, led by 
runner-up Cylee Schat-
zler of St. Clair at 2,172 
points.

Obermark won both 
the high jump (1.5 me-
ters, or 4-11 in feet and 
inches) and shot put 
(8.56 meters) events. 
She ranked second in 
the 100-meter hurdles 
(17.1) and third in both 
the long jump (4.35 me-
ters) and 800-meter run 
(2:45.3).

“Annelise had a great 
overall day,” Washing-
ton Head Coach Mike 
Olszowka said. “In the 
pentathlon, the key is 
not being all-around 
great, it’s about being 
consistent across board, 
being in the top five in 
all five events.”

Schatzler finished 
one-tenth of a second 
in front of Obermark 
to win the 100-meter 
hurdles in 17 seconds 
flat. She ranked second 
in the long jump (4.47 

Ober the bar
Washington senior Annelise Obermark clears 4-9 in the high jump portion of the Washington Pen-

tathlon Saturday. This jump cinched first place in the high jump for Obermark, who went on to also 
clear 4-11 and win the girls Pentathlon title with 2,521 overall points.         Missourian Photo/Arron Hustead.

Wolf wins boys pentathlon crown
By Arron Hustead
husteada@emissourian.com

Pacific senior Sach 
Wolf is finally the alpha 
of the Washington Pen-
tathlon.

Wolf finished second 
in the event in each of 
the previous three sea-
sons before breaking 
through to the top of 

the event in his last go-
round Saturday at Scan-
lan Stadium.

Wolf tallied 2,975 
points, nearly 400 ahead 
of runner-up Nolan 
Wieland, a Washington 
sophomore.

“He traveled quite 
a bit in the summer to 
perform at these (multi-
event competitions),” 

Pacific Head Coach Jim 
Menderski said of the 
first-time champion. 
“He’s done really well in 
the past and he was very 
excited to win this one. 
This is an example of 
four years of hard work 
paying off. That was 
pretty much the theme 
of the day. This was his 
goal, to win this event, 

and he’s been working 
toward it since he was a 
freshman. It was really 
great to be able to see 
him pull that off.”

Wolf placed first in 
the 110-meter hurdles 
(14.7), first in the long 
jump (6.2 meters) and 
second in the shot put 
(13.5 meters). Wolf 

See Obermark Page 5B See Wolf Page 5B

Arron Hustead won first in Best Sports Photograph for the 
Washington Missourian.
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Best Breaking News Story
Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 

Yasmeen Saadi - 
Columbia Missourian

Anna Spoerre - Missouri Independent 
Best News Story

Rebecca Rivas - Missouri Independent 
Meg Cunningham - 

The Kansas City Beacon
Annie Goldman and Anna Spidel - 

Columbia Missourian
Best Feature Story

Anna Colletto - Columbia Missourian
Anna Spoerre - Missouri Independent 
Briana Iordan - Columbia Missourian

Best News or Feature Series
Josh Merchant - 

The Kansas City Beacon
Clara Bates - Missouri Independent 

Rebecca Rivas - Missouri Independent 
Best Serious Columnist

David Webber - 
Columbia Missourian

Bridgette Dunlap - 
Missouri Independent 

Donna Farley - 
Daily American Republic, Poplar Bluff

Best News Photograph
Sarah Voyles - Columbia Missourian
Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 

Cara Penquite - Columbia Missourian
Best Feature Photograph

Kyle Maki - Columbia Missourian
Catie Cobble - Columbia Missourian

Austin Johnson - 
Columbia Missourian

Best Investigative Reporting
Allison Kite - Missouri Independent 
Clara Bates - Missouri Independent 

Annelise Hanshaw - 
Missouri Independent 
Best Business Story

Rebecca Rivas - Missouri Independent 
Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 

Anna Spoerre and Clara Bates - 
Missouri Independent 

Best Story About Government
Dmitry Martirosov - 

Columbia Missourian
Meg Cunningham and Josh Merchant 

- The Kansas City Beacon
Camryn Kesselring and Erica Little - 

Columbia Missourian
Best Election Story

Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 
Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 

Dmitry Martirosov - 
Columbia Missourian

Best Story About Rural Life 
or Agriculture

Jana Rose Schleis - 
Columbia Missourian

Rebecca Rivas - Missouri Independent 
Jana Rose Schleis - 

Columbia Missourian
Best Story About Religion

Anna Spoerre - Missouri Independent 
Annelise Hanshaw - 

Missouri Independent 
Briana Iordan - Columbia Missourian

Best Story About Education
Annelise Hanshaw - 

Missouri Independent 
Maria Benevento - 

The Kansas City Beacon
Maria Benevento - 

The Kansas City Beacon
Best Story About the Outdoors

Allison Kite and Kevin Hardy - 
Missouri Independent 

Allison Kite and Kevin Hardy - 
Missouri Independent 

Jonah Foster - Columbia Missourian
Best Story About History

Rudi Keller - Missouri Independent 
Josh Stotler - Columbia Missourian

Mike Genet - Independence Examiner
Best Health Story

Suzanne King - 
The Kansas City Beacon

Suzanne King - 
The Kansas City Beacon

Lilley Halloran - Columbia Missourian

Best Story About Marginalized or 
Underrepresented Communities

Olivia Gyapong - 
Columbia Missourian
Annelise Hanshaw - 

Missouri Independent 
Meg Cunningham - 

The Kansas City Beacon
Best Reporting Using the 

Sunshine Law
Camryn Kesselring and Erica Little - 

Columbia Missourian
Clara Bates - Missouri Independent 
Clara Bates - Missouri Independent

Dailies — Class 5
General Excellence
Southeast Missourian

Jefferson City News Tribune
Springfield News-Leader

Best Front Page
Staff - Jefferson City News Tribune

Staff - Southeast Missourian
Staff - Springfield News-Leader

Best Editorial and Opinion Pages
Staff - The Kansas City Star
Staff - Southeast Missourian

Staff - Jefferson City News Tribune
Best Breaking News Story

Joe Gamm - 
Jefferson City News Tribune

Marta Mieze - 
Springfield News-Leader

Christopher Borro - 
Southeast Missourian

Continued on Page 14

Tammy Ljunglblad with The Kansas City Star was covering the Chiefs’ 2024 Super 
Bowl victory parade when shooting broke out. Ljungblad was able to capture the 
emotions from those attending as they took cover. 
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Best News Story
Laura Bauer - The Kansas City Star
Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian

Marta Mieze - Springfield News-Leader
Best Feature Story

Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian
Genevieve Tlustos - Jefferson City News Tribune

Roger Nomer - Joplin Globe
Best News or Feature Series

Laura Bauer, Judy Thomas - The Kansas City Star
Judy Thomas - The Kansas City Star

Jenna Thompson - The Kansas City Star
Best Sports Columnist

Sam McDowell - The Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian - The Kansas City Star

Tom Rackers - Jefferson City News Tribune
Best News Photograph

Tammy Ljungblad - The Kansas City Star
Nathan Gladden - Southeast Missourian
Nathan Papes - Springfield News-Leader

Best Feature Photograph
Julie Smith - Jefferson City News Tribune
Dominick Williams - The Kansas City Star
Tammy Ljungblad - The Kansas City Star

Best Sports Photograph
Emily Curiel - The Kansas City Star

Nathan Papes - Springfield News-Leader
Garrett Bradley - Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Sports Feature Photograph
Tammy Ljungblad - The Kansas City Star
Tammy Ljungblad - The Kansas City Star

Greg Jackson - Jefferson City News Tribune
Best Investigative Reporting

Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian
Stephi Smith - Jefferson City News Tribune
Stephi Smith - Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Business Story
David Hudnall - The Kansas City Star

Jay Wolz - Southeast Missourian
Greta Cross - Springfield News-Leader

Best Story About Government
J.C. Reeves, Bob Miller and Nathan Gladden - 

Southeast Missourian
J.C. Reeves, Nathan Gladden and Bob Miller - 

Southeast Missourian
Marta Mieze - Springfield News-Leader

Best Election Story
Genevieve Tlustos - Jefferson City News Tribune

Roger Nomer - Joplin Globe
Claudette Riley - Springfield News-Leader

Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture
Marta Mieze - Springfield News-Leader

Anna Campbell - Jefferson City News Tribune
Sophie Carite - Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Story About Religion
Judy Thomas - The Kansas City Star

Roger Nomer - Joplin Globe
Judy Thomas - The Kansas City Star

Best Story About Education
Claudette Riley - Springfield News-Leader

Anna Campbell - Jefferson City News Tribune
Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian
Best Story About the Outdoors

Marta Mieze - Springfield News-Leader
Ceilidh Kern - Jefferson City News Tribune

Marta Mieze - Springfield News-Leader
Best Story About History

Bryce Gray - St. Louis Post-Dispatch
 Jeremy Drouin - The Kansas City Star

Roger Nomer - Joplin Globe
Best Health Story

Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian
Sophie Carite - Jefferson City News Tribune

Susan Szuch - Springfield News-Leader
Best Story About Marginalized or Underrepre-

sented Communities
Genevieve Tlustos - Jefferson City News Tribune

J.M. Banks - The Kansas City Star
 Noelle Alviz-Gransee - The Kansas City Star

Continued on Page 15

Sarah Voyles won first in Best News Photograph for the Co-
lumbia Missourian with this shot from a firefighter’s funeral 
procession.

Tammy Ljungblad found the story beyond the ballfield with 
this dugout shot from a Kansas City Royals loss. The picture 
won Ljungblad and The Kansas City Star first place in Best 
Sports Feature Photograph.
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Best Reporting Using the Sunshine Law
J.C. Reeves, Bob Miller and Nathan Gladden - 

Southeast Missourian
Nathan Pilling - The Kansas City Star

Kendrick Calfee - The Kansas City Star
Combined Dailies

Best Overall Design
Staff - Springfield News-Leader

Staff - Columbia Missourian
Staff - Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Sports Pages
Staff - Columbia Missourian
Staff - Southeast Missourian

Staff - Jefferson City News Tribune
Best Page Design

Gary Castor - Jefferson City News Tribune
Staff - Columbia Missourian
Staff - Columbia Missourian

Best Sports News Story or Package
Reade Snelling - Columbia Missourian

Trevor Hahn - Jefferson City News Tribune
Greg Jackson - Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Sports Feature Story
Sam McDowell - The Kansas City Star

Jesse Newell - The Kansas City Star
Andy Theobald - Columbia Missourian

Best Editorial
Staff - Joplin Globe
Staff - Joplin Globe

Staff - Southeast Missourian
Best Photo Illustration

Nathan Gladden - Southeast Missourian
Donna Farley and Jonathon Dawe - 

Daily American Republic, Poplar Bluff
Best Photo Package

Tammy Ljungblad, Emily Curiel and  Nick Wagner - 
The Kansas City Star

Jamie Maron and Bailey Stover - Columbia Missourian
Tammy Ljungblad - The Kansas City Star

Community Service
Staff - Columbia Missourian

Hope Davis - Springfield News-Leader
Staff - The Kansas City Star

Best Special Section, Magazine or 
Alternative Publication

Staff - Southeast Missourian
Staff - Southeast Missourian
Staff - Columbia Missourian

Best News or Feature Obituary
Laura Bauer  - The Kansas City Star
J.C. Reeves - Southeast Missourian

Olivia Mizelle - Columbia Missourian
Best Military Story

Susan Szuch - Springfield News-Leader
Maya Dawson - Columbia Missourian

Bob Miller - Southeast Missourian
Best Information Graphic 

Emmet Jamieson - Columbia Missourian
Brandon Curry - Columbia Missourian

Josh Merchant - The Kansas City Beacon
Best Editorial Cartoon

John Darkow - Columbia Missourian
John Darkow - Columbia Missourian
John Darkow - Columbia Missourian

Best Online Newspaper or Website
Staff - Columbia Missourian
Staff - The Kansas City Star
Staff - Missouri Independent 
Multi-Media Reporting

Clara Bates and Annelise Hanshaw - Missouri Independent 
Staff - Columbia Missourian

Missourian Video Staff and Benjamin Zweig - 
Columbia Missourian

Best Headline Writing
Staff - Columbia Missourian

Staff - Springfield News-Leader
Alison Booth - The Kansas City Star

A Hartsburg man will be the 
next director of the Missouri 

Department of 
Conservation 
(MDC).

Gov. Mike 
Parson named 
Jason Sumners 
as Sara Park-
er Pauley’s 
successor in 
a Friday news 
release. Pauley 
is retiring, and 

Sumners will take over effective 
June 1.

Sumners was selected by 
the Missouri Conservation 
Commission. The commission 
engaged in a national search to 
fill the position, and decided 
Sumners was uniquely suited to 
the role’s duties.

Parson congratulated Sumn-
ers on his promotion from depu-
ty director of resource manage-
ment. He said the state will miss 
Pauley’s leadership, but he looks 
forward to seeing how Sumners 
uses his unique qualifications to 
build upon MDC’s legacy.

Pauley said Sumners will 
bring a wealth of experience and 
a diverse background in wildlife 
management to the department. 

She said she was confident 
Sumners will continue bringing 
exceptional leadership to the 
MDC.

Sumners has worked at MDC 
since 2008. He’s worked as a 
biologist, chief of the science 
branch, head of the state’s deer 
management program and 
chief of the wildlife division. 
Most recently, Sumners served 
as deputy director of resource 
management. In that role, he 
oversaw resource management 
efforts by the MDC, covering 
statewide and regional resource 
management and protection.

The city’s cultural arts commission met 
Thursday morning for the first time since 2022 to 
discuss the commission’s role in the community.

Most of the meeting was without a quorum, 
meaning the group could not officially meet or 
vote to elect officers. Commissioner Mitchell 

Woodrum attended via FaceTime — through 
commission chairwoman Holly Stitt’s phone — 
briefly to provide a quorum for a few minutes 
so the commission could vote to recommend 
the Parks and Recreation Commission officially 
adopt the cultural arts master plan at its next 
meeting May 14.

About 1,000 participants from 
across the state, mostly children, 
came to the Capitol on Friday to learn 
about Earth Day.

Fourth-graders Mae Lester, Mor-
gan Verhines, Ashleigh Letterman and 
Maggie Kempf from St. Joseph Cathe-
dral School were excited to get in on 
the fun.

They agreed that it’s important to 
take care of the Earth in order to keep 
it pretty and take care of the animals. 
One way to do that is not littering, 
they said.

“Cause if we don’t, then our plan-
et’s just going to fall apart,” Lester 
said. She said sometimes in parks her 
family will see trash and pick it up.

“You don’t want to just leave trash 
on the ground,” she said.

Morgan Verhines also said she 
does trash pickups with her dad.

The Earth Day event featured 
about 30 exhibitors, said Brian Quinn, 
public information officer for the Mis-
souri Department of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR). DNR sponsors the free 
event every year, and a committee 
puts about six months of planning 
into it. Friday marked the event’s 30th 
anniversary.

Activities were geared toward 
fifth-graders, but available to the 
entire community.

Earth Day Mo featured live stage 

Missouri Attorney Gener-
al Andrew Bailey launched an 
investigation into four compa-
nies Wednesday as part of an 
effort to crack down on intoxi-
cating hemp products.

The problem, according to 
Bailey, is the products in ques-
tion — such Delta-8 edibles and 
vape pens — are not clearly 
labeled to indicate that they’ll 
get you high.

“When purchasing prod-
ucts, Missourians have a right 
to know if they will be sub-
ject to serious and potentially 
dangerous side effects,” Bailey 
stated in his press release, “like 
psychotic episodes, severe con-
fusion, hallucinations and other 
life-threatening problems.”

Intoxicating hemp products 
are completely unregulated but 
can still be sold in places like 
bars and gas stations — because 
hemp is federally legal.

However, everyone from the 
companies making these prod-
ucts to stores selling them to 
elected officials want to see age 
restrictions put in place by the 
state, along with label and test-
ing requirements.

Two Republican lawmak-
ers have proposed legislation 

to do that, but the bills would 
also likely ban a majority of the 
intoxicating hemp products cur-
rently on the market — putting 
hundreds of companies out of 
business.

The large divide in how 
regulations should happen has 
essentially tanked the bills’ 
chances of making it to the gov-
ernor’s desk.

Bailey seems to be join-
ing the push to regulate the 
products. However, it’s unclear 
exactly who he’s targeting.

Bailey issued a “civil inves-
tigative demand,” which are 
essentially subpoenas, to CBD 
Kratom Connect LLC of St. 
Louis, a company that several 
leaders in the hemp industry 
say they’ve never heard of and 
which has virtually no online 
presence indicating it is operat-
ing in Missouri.

Some wonder if Bailey meant 
to target CBD Kratom, which is 
one of the largest intoxicating 
hemp companies in the state 
and country.

When asked for clarification, 
Madeline Sieren, spokeswom-
an for the Attorney General’s 
office, said: “Unfortunately 
because the investigations are 
ongoing, I cannot comment 

www.newstribune.com

SATURDAY
APRIL 20, 2024

HELPERS
Calvary Lutheran students spend time 
assisting members of the community.

■  LOCAL A4

VOL. 159, NO. 44 WWW.NEWSTRIBUNE.COM

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

SQUEAKER
The Capital City Cavaliers drop a 
4-2 decision to Battle in baseball 
action.
                               ■ SPORTS B1

■ INSIDE
Business ...............A7 
Calendar ...............A4 
Classifieds ........ B7-8
Comics ................B10
Crossword ..........B10
Dear Abby .............A2
Opinion ...............A10
Public Notices ......B8
Sports ...................B1
Statistics ...............B2
TV Schedule .......B10
Weather ................A2
World ................. B8-9

Mostly sunny 
and calm
Today’s high: 60 
Today’s low: 38

■ OUTSIDE

© Copyright 2024  
News Tribune Co.

News Tribune 
online
Check for breaking 
news, submit your 
news ideas and join 
the discussions about 
today's stories at: 
www.newstribune.com

■ WATERCOOLER

OKC officials OK proposal for America’s tallest building
New York City will no longer be home to the tallest building in North America if a plan 

freshly approved by Oklahoma City officials stays on course.
However, some residents near the site of the proposed Legends Tower have expressed 

concerns about the 1,907-foot structure — a number representing the year Oklahoma offi-
cially became a state.

Three months after announcing plans to build the tallest skyscraper in the country, the 
Oklahoma City Planning Commission approved zoning for a building that will stand 131 feet 
taller than lower Manhattan’s One World Trade Center. Once completed, Legends Tower will 
be a football field bigger than 1,550-foot Central Park Tower, North America’s second-tallest 
building.

Legends Tower will be part of a mixed-use project called The Boardwalk at Bricktown, fea-
turing nearly 2,000 apartments, a hotel, a sports arena, and 110,000 square feet of retail, din-
ing and entertainment. If all goes according to the city’s plans, Legends Tower will become 
the sixth-tallest building in the world, behind China’s Ping An International Finance Centre.

$2.00

Julie Smith/News Tribune

Show prep
Corina Bryant stands on a ladder as she and members of the Active Living group 
help Friday with the setup of this weekend’s Missouri River Quilt Guild’s “Spring into 
Quilts” show at the McClung Park Pavilion. The show opened Friday evening and 
continues from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. todays. Coordinators expect more than 75 quilts to be 
on display for the show. Admission is $3 per person and proceeds support commu-
nity service initiatives, including Honor Flight, Habitat for Humanity, Healing House 
and others.

Governor names new MDC director

Cultural arts commission 
recommends city adopt master plan

Julie Smith/News Tribune

Abbott Moseley, 1, holds the hand of his grandmother, Alicia Whitson, while 
chasing after a box turtle Friday on the lawn at the Capitol. Whitson took the 
day off work to bring Moseley to the Capitol for Earth Day activities hosted by 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

Earth Day 
event 

melds fun, 
lessons

Bailey launches 
investigation of 

intoxicating 
hemp products
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Missouri Independent

By Genevieve Tlustos
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By Stephi Smith
ssmith@newstribune.com
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Summers

Please see Hemp, p. 3

Please see Sumners, p. 3

Please see Plan, p. 3

Please see Earth, p. 3

Julie Smith captured a child’s curiosity on the lawn of the 
Missouri State Capitol in this first place win for Best Feature 
Photograph for the Jefferson City News Tribune.

Go to www.mopress.com to find judges’ 
comments and photos from the BNC 

luncheon or by clicking this box in the 
digital edition of Missouri Press News.

https://mopress.com/better-newspaper/
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