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Mizzou football ticket tradeout ads available
The Mizzou football ticket tradeout ads have been sent out to participating newspapers. If your
newspaper(s) signed up to participate in the tradeout, a link to access the ads will be emailed to

mailto:cstebbins@mopress.com
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the contact you provided.

If you signed up multiple newspapers for the tradeout but only used one contact email, you will
only receive one email. Please use the ads in the provided link to fulfill the agreement for each
of your newspapers.

Please be on the lookout for this email. If you do not receive the email with a link to the ads,
please contact Matthew Barba (mbarba@mopress.com) or Jeremy Patton
(jpatton@mopress.com).

 

Learn more about (and share with your readers!) Missouri’s extensive
and varied newspaper heritage

Few states have newspaper histories that rival Missouri’s. A new project from Missouri Press
Association and Missouri Life magazine brings some of that history together in a booklet that
will be distributed throughout the state.

The Missouri Newspaper Heritage Trail guide takes readers on a journey through history both
well-known and less so, from Mark Twain's writing roots in Hannibal to the founding of the
Missouri School of Journalism to St. Joseph’s importance on the Pony Express trail and so
much more.

You can find a digital version of the booklet here.

It will also be distributed to visitor’s centers throughout the state. A limited number of printed
copies will be available at the Annual Convention next month in Wildwood.
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Missourian purchases Boone County Journal

Columbia Missourian — The Missourian Publishing Association, which operates the Columbia
Missourian, has purchased the Boone County Journal.

The Boone County Journal is the weekly newspaper serving Ashland and Hartsburg. The
Journal has been in operation since 1969. Tara and William Blue have owned the newspaper
since 2023.

The Missourian will continue to publish the weekly newspaper in print and online. The first issue
from the Missourian will publish Aug. 27.

Read more here.

 

Three weeks and counting!
Are you registered for MPA's Annual Convention?
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Give to Bucks for Brooks and leave a birthday message for Brian in the
notes section of your donation

Brian Brooks has 56 years of service to journalism — and he’s not done yet!

A J-school student at Mizzou in the 1960s. Then 13 years as an editor of the Columbia
Missourian.

Next, 10 years as associate dean of the Missouri School of Journalism. After he ‘retired,’
another

12 years as a faculty member. Turning 80 on Sept. 13, Brian currently serves as board
president of the Missouri Press Foundation.

Bucks for Brooks honors Brian in a way that’s meaningful to him — with all donations going to
MPF to help the foundation continue its good work supporting local journalism in Missouri.

Scan the QR code above or go to bit.ly/BucksForBrooks to give $80. Or $800!

And if you want to get in on the celebration in person, register now to attend Missouri Press
Association’s 159th Annual Convention and Trade Show, Sept. 11-13, at the Wildwood Hotel, in
Wildwood, Mo.

Brian will be there! Will you? You can find registration information online at
www.mopress.com/convention.

Learn more here.

 

Governor Kehoe Appoints Former Speaker Catherine Hanaway as
Attorney General

On Tuesday morning, Missouri Governor Mike Kehoe (R) held a press conference at the
Missouri State Capitol to announce his appointment of Catherine Hanaway, former
Missouri Speaker of the House, to replace Andrew Bailey as Missouri Attorney General.
Bailey had announced he would resign from the position on September 8.

Bailey, who was appointed AG by then-Governor Mike Parson in 2022 and who won a
four-year term of the office in November 2024, announced Monday that he was resigning
after accepting a new position as Co-Deputy Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation in Washington, DC.

Hanaway is a former U.S. Attorney and formerly led a large private practice law firm
while residing in St. Louis since her days in the Missouri Legislature. She also served as
the chief federal law enforcement officer for the Eastern District of Missouri, was the only
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https://s4iw3.mjt.lu/lnk/CAAAB29esjkAAAAAAAAAAfCnCHkAAYCtW60AAAAAACl5OQBopeCg1uqPao5NQzikBt2LYNOwqAAYcp0/28/EEXQvlQFmy2h7uD8BiJaqQ/aHR0cDovL21vcHJlc3MuY29tL2NvbnZlbnRpb24v


woman Speaker of the Missouri House, and for five years was on staff for U.S. Senator
Kit Bond.

In introducing Hanaway as the state’s 45th Attorney General, Kehoe said, “We wanted
the most qualified person who is ready to work on Day One,” and that she will be tough
on crime. Kehoe said he has known Hanaway and her family for more than 20 years.
Kehoe later said he had not spoken with any other possible candidates for the AG
position other than Hanaway.

Read more here.

 

Back to School: Show and Tell Missouri Press News how your
newspaper supports your local schools

Missouri Press News, MPA’s monthly member magazine, wants to recognize all the
ways the state’s community newspapers benefit the places and people they cover.

Newspaper people are always going above and beyond for their communities, so, tell
Missouri Press News, how does your newspaper give back to the schools in your
community throughout the year?

Do you raise money for a special cause? Have you provided free copies of the
newspaper to classrooms? Is one of your staff an adviser to the yearbook or, dare we
say, the student newspaper? Do you provide students space in the regular newspaper to
write about topics important to them?

The things you share don’t have to be limited to something that appears in a printed
newspaper, either.

And, finally, if you know of something another newspaper is doing and think they won’t
be inclined to toot their own horn, let Missouri Press News know and we’ll play the
fanfare for them.

Whatever your publication and staff do, Missouri Press News wants to know and to
share your ideas (and celebrate your publication and staff at the same time!) in future
editions of your Association’s monthly magazine.

Send clippings, articles or even just a short note to Matthew Barba at
mbarba@mopress.com.
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FREE training available through Earn Your Press Pass and
Digiversity.tv

Digiversity.tv has been revamped, but you still have access through your Missouri Press
Association membership. Digiversity.tv focuses on the Adobe Creative Cloud suite of
products, with trainers using videos, written articles and live webcasts to tackle various
topics.

With the new website, signing up for Digiversity.tv has changed. To register, go here:
https://www.digiversity.tv/signup-sa. If you register yourself or your staff, please let
Missouri Press know separately by emailing mbarba@mopress.com.
In addition to training and explaining, you can submit questions directly to Digiversity
staff through the website here: https://www.digiversity.tv/checkin-the-mail.

Earn Your Press Pass
A web-based course that teaches the fundamentals of journalism, Earn Your Press Pass
helps fill the gaps for newspapers having difficulty recruiting trained journalists and has
now been expanded to advertising sales.

The courses provide new hires, freelancers or sales people the information and structure
they need to sit down and complete lessons that teach the basics of good journalism and
ethical advertising sales. Everything from common newspaper terminology to story
writing to media laws are covered in the editorial materials, while the advertising course
teaches sales tactics, prospecting and how to conduct a needs analysis.

The goal of Earn Your Press Pass is to impart practical, usable knowledge to
participants. Lessons are designed to take the layperson to a functioning newspaper
reporter or advertising salesperson upon completion in a straight-forward and
comprehensive approach.

Learn more at earnyourpresspass.com and find out what the course can offer your
publication and staff.

To sign up for the course and get added to the Missouri Press group, send an
email to mbarba@mopress.com or kfortier@mopress.com.
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Missouri Press News wants to celebrate your newspaper and staff

Did you know Missouri Press News republishes information about MPA newspapers and
their employees in the monthly magazine? We also share this information on our
redesigned website, www.mopress.com.

We want you to share your newspaper’s news, your announcements, your staff
changes, your awards and recognition with us. If you have a column or editorial you are
particularly proud of, send it to us for inclusion on the Members’ Views section of the
Missouri Press website.

Missouri Press News wants to share information about ALL of your newspaper’s
employees (reporters, editors, ad reps, graphic designers, front office/receptionists and
publishers) and the happenings your publication is involved in, so send articles, clippings
or even just a quick note to Matthew Barba at mbarba@mopress.com.

 

Don't forget: A digital copy of your newspaper is required

Uploading your newspaper digitally to NewzGroup for the purpose of digital tear sheets
is a requirement of Missouri Press Association membership.  

Begin uploading your digital copies now. If you are not uploading digital copies of your
newspaper, contact Ted Lawrence at tlawrence@mopress.com or by phone at

(573) 449-4167, ext. 312, for more information or to provide MPS with login information.

Please note, this requirement for a digital version of your newspaper is separate from
and does not circumvent the need to continue uploading to Missouri Press’ public notice
website, mopublicnotices.com. Uploading your public notices to the Association’s
website is one of newspapers’ best defenses against efforts to remove them from third-
party publications.

 

Resources you can use

Because Missouri Press promotes the programs of these organizations, they allow MPA
members to get their training webinars and programs at reduced or member rates.

Visit these sites to find out about the latest webinars offered and/or to explore archived
webinars.

- Local Media Association

- Online Media Campus

Also visit these organizations for more resources to help your newspaper:

- Earn Your Press Pass

- Digiversity.tv — Adobe CC training with Russell Viers

- America’s Newspapers webinars and training

- Better News — American Press Institute

- Reynolds Journalism Institute
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Integrating more visual storytelling into a text heavy newsroom

Reynolds Journalism Institute — Mountain State Spotlight, a nonprofit investigative
newsroom uncovering abuses of power in government, businesses and other institutions
in West Virginia, has been working to expand multimedia elements in its storytelling.

Earlier this summer, we launched Everlit, an AI text-to-audio reader in our newsroom,
but the editorial staff also wanted a way to increase visual and audio storytelling like
photographs, data visualizations, vertical video and audiograms.

There are currently five reporters who work for Spotlight, covering environment, public
health, state government, economic justice and education. As a smaller newsroom with
no visual journalists, it can be hard to remember to prioritize visuals during reporting.

We’ve been working to create a guide for reporters to take with them into the field to
know what to look for to gather more multimedia. Tyler Dedrick, our Audience Manager,
supplied a multimedia roadmap that we’ve been following to remind ourselves of what
the goals and capabilities of Spotlight are.

We pinpointed that one way to combine both multimedia assets and increase audience
viewership was to create and promote Instagram reels.

Learn more here.
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Testing How Well AI Tools Work for Journalism

Columbia Journalism Review — Journalists now have access to an abundance of AI
tools on the market that promise to assist with tasks such as transcription, note-taking,
summarization, research, and data analysis. Are these tools trustworthy enough for use
in the newsroom?

There is not yet a clear answer to that question. While most news organizations have AI
policies, the guidelines are typically abstract and broad, and do not address a journalist’s
daily workflow. In the absence of precise standards—which should be developed as a
community— journalists have largely been left to figure things out for themselves. Many
reporters have defaulted to what Cynthia Tu, a data reporter and AI specialist at the
nonprofit newsroom Sahan Journal, calls “vibe checks,” or playing around with tools to
get a feel for whether they are useful or not.

Jeremy Merrill, a journalist at the Washington Post, used to spot-check AI tools to see
which ones might work best for his data projects. But he realized his spot-check method
was inadequate. “Vibes are not enough,” he said. “You’re not taking a good enough look
at your real data. Is it 60 percent accurate? Seventy? Ninety-five? You just don’t know.”

Florent Daudens, a press lead at Hugging Face, a platform for open-source AI tools,
agrees that “vibe checks” of competing tools are not editorially rigorous. “You’re really
only evaluating a stylistic preference,” Daudens said. “Do you prefer the style in which
chatbot A answers rather than chatbot B? But you will not be able to evaluate if the
summarization of this news article is better with model A than model B in terms of
accuracy.”

Journalists need more rigorous model assessments. So I developed exactly this kind of
test with a team of academics, journalists, and research assistants at NYU Journalism,
from Sloane Lab at the University of Virginia and MuckRock. As a starting point, we
decided to look at two categories of AI tools that feel immediately useful for core
journalistic work: chatbots for making summaries of meetings, and AI models for
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scientific research. Our research was conducted with support from the Patrick J.
McGovern Foundation.

Learn more here.

 

Press freedoms can slip away

Poynter — In a series of letters, journalists from around the world working under threat
of censorship, abuse and more, shared advice for their American counterparts on how to
push back against the increasing erosion of press freedoms.

“In the U.S., the press operates under vastly different conditions — safer, more
protected. But freedom here, too, is vulnerable,” wrote Tanya Kozyreva, an investigative
reporter based in Kyiv, Ukraine, who was a Pulitzer Prize finalist for international
reporting. “Rarely do threats arrive all at once. They slip in quietly: an accreditation that
never comes through, a source too frightened to speak, a records request endlessly
delayed, an editor who shelves a story for being ‘too political.’ … We cannot afford to
ignore the first cracks. Silence begins slowly — and spreads fast.”

Unfortunately, that’s exactly what’s happening — here and around the world.

In its annual World Press Freedom Index report, Reporters Without Borders sounds the
alarm: “A growing number of governments and political authorities are not fulfilling their
role as guarantors of the best possible environment for journalism and for the public’s
right to reliable, independent, and diverse news and information.” Other surveys indicate
that journalists have raised concerns about encroaching government censorship and
diminishing protection from harassment.

These conditions show that press freedoms in the United States are not a given — and
all too often have been the first sign of the loss of freedom of expression writ large. As
Sen. John McCain told NBC’s “Meet the Press” in 2017, “If you want to preserve
democracy as we know it, you have to have a free, and many times adversarial, press.
And without it, I am afraid that we would lose much of our individual liberties over time.
That’s how dictators get started.”

Learn more here.
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HELP WANTED/MARKETPLACE

Members of Missouri Press Association may place ads FREE in the Marketplace section
if the ad is for a position with a Missouri newspaper. Non-members please call or email
Matthew Barba for pricing, (573) 449-4167 or mbarba@mopress.com.

Ads appear in the weekly eBulletin and online at https://mopress.com/job-bank/. Email
ads to mbarba@mopress.com or fill out our online form.

Find the Missouri Press Marketplace online at www.mopress.com

FOR SALE
 

PRINTING EQUIPMENT: Two Chandler & Price printing presses, 10”x15”, $50 each, or
best offer. One Miles Nervine proof press with two heavy rollers, $50. One Hamilton 18-
drawer type cabinet with 18 drawers of hand-set type plus several fonts of wooden type,
$200. Located in Piedmont, Mo. Contact Harold Ellinghouse, (573) 429-4134 or (573)
223-4860. (8/18/2025)

 

SOUTHWEST GROUP: Three weekly newspapers in Jasper County are offered for sale
as a group. One covers the county seat, the other two are long-time established
newspapers. All are legal publications. Owners wish to retire. Email:
jascocitizen@gmail.com. (5/1/2024)

 

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER: Award-winning weekly newspaper in Howard County. Locally
owned since 1840. Loyal advertising and readership. Excellent staff. Debt free. Owner
plans to re-locate.

Fayette is the county seat with a population of approximately 2,600. and is the home of
Central Methodist University. Coverage area includes Fayette, New Franklin, Armstrong,
Harrisburg, Higbee, and Glasgow.

Email: jaddison@fayettenews.com (6/19/2023)
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HELP WANTED
 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Ready to lead the newsroom at a forward-thinking company? One
that encourages and supports new ideas, encourages training and embraces change.
One that looks for ways to better serve our readers, clients and community. One that’s
not afraid to ask the tough questions and shake things up when needed.

Join Leader Publications, an award-winning, locally owned group of four hyperlocal
newspapers in Jefferson and St. Louis counties in Missouri. Here's your chance to direct
a team of 8 experienced reporters and editors along with a dozen freelance writers,
photographers and columnists and put your stamp on our news products and our
community.

Who we are: Leader Publications started in 1994 with one weekly newspaper and has
grown to four print newspapers. Our combined direct-mail print circulation tops 50,000,
making us one of the largest newspapers in the state. We have a staff of 21 plus a group
of experienced freelance writers, photographers and columnists. Online, the Leader
keeps our community informed 24/7 at myleaderpaper.com Our website receives more
than 100,000 visits each week.

Leader World Headquarters is less than 30 minutes from big city amenities in St. Louis,
including symphonies, professional theater, Cardinal baseball, Blues hockey, St. Louis
City soccer and more. We also are less than 15 minutes from rural areas that offer
opportunities like fishing, hiking, boating, camping, hunting, state parks and more. Our
Leader communities are thriving and boast quality schools, vibrant local shopping and
strong community identity. The Leader is a respected part of the community.

The role: The ideal candidate is an experienced, ambitious journalist with a passion for
local news and community engagement. The editor-in-chief works with the newsroom
staff to deliver hyperlocal news in multiple formats. We encourage new ideas and make
changes based on staff input. This position reports to the Leader’s publisher.

Responsibilities and priorities:

Hold the newsroom to the highest levels of journalism, including accuracy and
Assign and edit stories, ensuring accuracy, fairness and Collaborate with
reporters and freelancers to cover breaking news, features and in-depth reports.
Mentor and train staff to promote a collaborative and creative newsroom
Maintain a daily publishing schedule for the Leader’s website and social
Manage a newsroom budget to ensure expenses are meeting
Collaborate with other departments to coordinate news coverage and participation
for our own community events, subscription and donation drives, and projects that
generate revenue.
Serve as an ambassador for the newsroom, including speaking at public events
when needed.

Qualifications:

3-5 years of experience in Preference goes to candidates who have worked in a
leadership role at a community or regional newspaper.
Strong writing, editing and communication
Ability to work under tight deadlines and manage multiple

mailto:peggyscott@myleaderpaper.com


Proven ability to lead a team in a fast-paced
Experience in SEO, social media strategy, and audience engagement across
digital platforms.

Location: This full-time position is based in Jefferson County, MO, just south of St
Louis. Some remote flexibility is available, but the editor-in-chief is expected to work in
person in the newsroom and in the community.

Benefits:

Medical, vision and dental insurance
A $40-a-month cell phone stipend
Paid vacation
Paid holidays
Retirement benefits
Performance bonuses
Support for professional training and attending industry conferences

How to apply: Submit a resume and cover letter summarizing how you would approach
this job to Publisher Peggy Scott, peggyscott@myleaderpaper.com. (7/21/2025)

MULTIMEDIA NEWS REPORTER: The Warrensburg Star-Journal is seeking a qualified
candidate to join its newsroom. The Star-Journal is an 1,800-circulation, twice-weekly,
award-winning newspaper in Warrensburg, Missouri. The Star-Journal has a 158-year
history of providing quality journalism to Warrensburg and Johnson County. It is looking
to fill a vacant news reporter position in the newsroom. This person would report to the
editor.

Primary duties include covering several hard news beats and contributing to coverage of
community events and features. This position also includes taking photos, producing
content for special sections, and assisting with social media.

Minimum requirements include a college degree in journalism, communication or a
related area of study and/or experience as a journalist at a news publication. Experience
with Microsoft Office and Adobe Photoshop is helpful. Candidates must be willing to
have a flexible schedule, have basic photography skills, attention to detail, the ability to
meet a nightly deadline, work well in partnership with coworkers and community
members, and be able to produce content for both our online and print products.

Send a resume and work samples to Editor Joe Andrews at
joe.andrews@warrensburgstarjournal.com.

Warrensburg is best known as the home of the University of Central Missouri Mules and
Old Drum, man’s best friend. With a population of 20,000, it is less than an hour from
Kansas City and is about 10 miles from Whiteman Air Force Base. Owned by Carpenter
Media Group, an equal opportunity employer, the Star-Journal offers salary and benefits
in a comfortable working environment. (7/9/2025)
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WANTED TO BUY
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