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The more things change

ne of my first editors at the
O newspaper, Jonathan Groves,

recently asked me to come
talk to a journalism class he teaches at
Drury University in Springfield. His
students were working on projects
related to combating misinformation
although we ended up spending most
of the hour talking about the state of
journalism more generally.

As an editor, Groves had a knack
for asking the sort of questions that
would cause the story (or a better
version of what was sitting on the
page) to start bubbling forth. I
remember working on one early
feature with him, about a skeleton
a group of cheerleaders found in a
former Odd Fellows lodge in Texas
County. With that sort of set up, the
story should have written itself but I
was lost in all the detail and struggling
to find a compelling, succinct lede.

As I recall, his line of questioning
aimed to zero in on a great scene.
Was it when the cheerleaders found
the skeleton? Later, when it was
shipped to Missouri State University
to be analyzed?

No, I told him. The thing that
jumped out was the way the coroner
and sheriff described responding
to the cheerleaders’ report. Poking
around in the old building, they found
one skeleton that was fake. Then they
opened another box and found the
real deal.

“It was just like an episode of CSI,
where they discover the body then
spend the rest of the episode solving
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The Sunday, Aug. 8, 2004, edltlon of the

had not been born when I earned my
first byline in 2004. But, as with that
20-year-old story, I fell back on setting
the scene.

Here’s some context, I told them:
I was issued my first cell phone when
I was hired full-time at the paper. I
signed up for Facebook later that
same year, when it was invite-only
and still limited to college students
and recent grads.

Those two things — smartphones
and social media — have done as
much as anything to twist and turn
and rearrange the industry, at least
from my perspective in the newsroom.

For folks under a certain age
(and many over it), phones are now
the platform through which they
consume nearly all of their news.
Over 20 years, the News-Leader'’s
website has evolved from an
afterthought that many editors and
reporters viewed with suspicion, to
the primary platform for all of our
journalism. Paywall policies have
ping-ponged back and forth — from

Spr’ngfleld News-Leader. (Submltted/ fI‘ee to all to 11m1ted to SubSCI‘lbeI'S

Newspapers.com)

the case,” I told him. Eureka! That
was the lede, with the rest of the story
structured just like a crime show.

When I went to talk to his class in
late March, his first question had a
similar effect.

“How has journalism changed since
you’ve been at the News-Leader?”

How has it not changed? I thought,
staring into the faces of students who

and endless variations between —
and remain in a constant state of
experimentation.
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Kansas City

Harry Gallagher

Harry Gallagher, 92, formerlobbyist
for Missouri Press Association, died
March 27, 2024, in Prairie
Village, Kan.

A U.S. Air Force veteran,
Gallagher  enlisted after
graduating high school in
1950. From 1951-1954, he
served in several roles in the
American Zone of Occupation
in Germany during the Korean
War.

He was hired by the Kansas City
Police Department as an officer in
1954 and, later, as a detective in the
Burglary Bureau.

During his youth, Gallagher threw
papers in Tonganoxie, Kan., just
outside the Kansas City metro area.
Later in life, he was always known for
reading the newspaper.

In1972,hewaselectedtothe Missouri
State House of Representatives and
later worked as executive assistant for

the Jackson County Executive in 1975,
specializing in legislative affairs and
helping set the stage for more
than 40 years of work as a
political consultant.

Until he sold the firm in
2018, Gallagher Consultants
was involved in numerous
pieces of legislation passed
in Jefferson City and helped
launch the careers of many
political consultants. His was
among the first independent lobbying
firms in the state’s capital.

In addition to Missouri Press
Association, Gallagher represented the
Missouri Broadcasters Association.

In addition to his wife, Karen,
he is survived by eight children,
20 grandchildren and  great-
grandchildren; and many more
family, friends and colleagues from
Kansas City to Jefferson City and
beyond.

Continued from Page 2:
Adapt to what works for you

Facebook, once little more than a place to share pictures or catch up with
college roommates, for a time was the primary means for getting our digital
work in front of readers. Now the platform actively buries news (while they try
to sucker you into paying to sponsor posts) and X is, well ... RIP Twitter.

Having only been in the business since 2004, I can’t say whether the past
two decades of disruption is more or less significant than what came before. My
time with MPA has shown that we’re not all on the same continuum with some
of these technological shifts — what no longer works in Springfield may remain
perfectly well-suited in Vernon County or Washington and elsewhere — but
adaptation is part of the job description for us all.

As I ended my spiel, it was time for the students to ask their own questions
and they did Groves proud. Did I think all that technological change was good
or bad? Would I give up social media and smartphones to get back the 120-
page papers that rolled off the presses when I first joined the newsroom?

Social media I could happily live without. And while I miss the folks
who produced those rolled-up logs of newsprint, I can’t say I'd give up the
smartphone in my pocket — or the ability to push breaking news to readers in a
matter of seconds — to turn back the clock. We are in the news business, after
all. Whether you read it in print or on a screen, tomorrow’s front page won’t
look the same as today’s, and I'm grateful for that.

Missouri Press News, May 2024 www.mopress.com
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2024 Kevin Jones 1st Amendment Golf Classm

The Loutre Shore Country Club « Hermann, MO

Name Player #1

Co . /Newspaper Player #2

Address Player #3

Player #4

Singles and partial teams are welcome Mulligans may be

and will be grouped into teams by MPF. purchased at the

course before
teeing off.

Email
yolf = I - $
e Golf = $75 per golfer A
Mulligans $10 Each 8
Daily or Weekly Publication [ paity [] weekly Prizes will be awarded
Hole Sponsorship = $75 each $ after tournament.
Method of Payment

I:I (.‘.he.ckD Visa I:I Discover I:I MasterCard I:I American Express Prize Fund $
TOTAL: $
Credit Card # Exp. Date J
Missouri Press
Name on Card Foundation

Register online at bit.ly/mopressgolf or send form & check to Missouri Press Foundation, — pesssis rreon o tomarmoe v
802 Locust St.,, Columbia, MO 65201; or pay by phone with a credit card, (573) 449-4167. \ ~
Make checks payable to Missouri Press Foundation :

4 WWW.Mmopress.com Missouri Press News, May 2024
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July postage rate increase proposed

For Missouri Press News

Proposed Periodicals rate increases for July 2024 amounts
to an almost 10 percent bump in postage costs for community
newspapers. The rate increase means newspapers are paying
about 50 percent more for postage than three years ago.

USPS is allowed to raise rates without direct approval by
the Postal Regulatory Commission, with only some review
by the Commission for illegalities and errors. This is the
second increase in 2024, following a pattern of twice-a-year
price hikes under Postmaster General Louis DeJoy with his
Delivering for America plan, which Missouri Press News
discussed in its November 2023 issue.

The 2022 Postal Service Reform Act was expected to
lighten the need for major price increases as Congress
relieved some of the burden on USPS for retiree health
benefits; however, under DeJoy, the benefits relief and the
aggressive price increases have all been part of his plan to
raise revenue.

When the new rates went into effect in January, Missouri
Press told members that a second increase was likely in
2024. Under DeJoy’s Delivering for America plan, USPS

has included twice-yearly increases for postage rates to raise
capital for the agency to then develop products to better
compete for package delivery business.

Last month, Congressmen Emanual Cleaver, D-MO, and
Jake LaTurner, R-KS, were honored with the second annual
“Benjamin Franklin Award for Distinguished Leadership in
Postal Policy.” The award is given to members of Congress
by Keep US Posted for leading efforts to preserve and protect
the U.S. Postal Service.

Most recently, Rep. Cleaver led a letter to the USPS
Board of Governors questioning the onerous twice-a-year
rate hikes that have led to alarming mail volume declines.
Rep. LaTurner was recognized questioning inefficiencies in
processing flats mail and concern for increased rates.

Keep US Posted is a nonprofit advocacy group that through
its website, keepusposted.org, provides a way for anyone to
contact their members of Congress about the need for better
oversight of USPS.

This report was compiled with information from
National Newspaper Association/Foundation, NewsMedia
Alliance and prior reporting by Missouri Press News.

Show-Me Press Association Annual Meeting

Friday, June 7 | Hermann
$ 40 Registration — Including Lunch & Happy Hour

Register Online: https:

bit.ly/3gCMAZF

Staying Overnight? Email Kristie Fortier at kfortier@mopress.com for The MO Press Assn. Rate of $149
AGENDA

11:30AM Lunch at the Wurst Haus | 234 E. 1% Street, Hermann

MEETING AT TIN MILL RESTAURANT | CELEBRATION ROOM | 315 E. 157 Street, Hermann
12:30PM JEAN Talk! Libel, CaseNet, Legislative Roundup and Impact of Generative Al!
1:15PM Balderdash! There is no such thing as a dumb question! In 32 years, Jean has heard it ALL and will tell ALL! Did your question

make Jean's top 10?

1:30PM Deal or No Deal! Bring the problems you are dealing with and together we'll DEAL the solution!

2:00PM Break

2:15PM Program To Be Announced
3:00PM Program To Be Announced
3:45PM Meeting Adjourns

4:00PM Happy Hour at Hofgarten/Black Shire Pavilion, Appetizers & Tasting | 111 Gutenberg St.

Missouri Press News, May 2024
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2024

Missouri Press Advertising
and Marketing Executives
Board of Officers and
Directors

Missouri Press Advertising and Marketing Executives Pr esident
Gina Langston

Joplin

Vice President
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven
Perryville

Treasu rer - Secretary
Kristie Fortier
Columbia

Director
Bryan Chester
Columbia

Director
Jennifer Early
Lebanon

Director
Stephanie Fitzgerald
Washington

BEST AD CONTEST e

Columbia

Director
Robin Gregg
Paris

Interested in becoming more involved with Missouri Press Advertising and Marketing Executives?
Please contact a MPAME board member or Kristie Fortier with Missouri Press Association at kfortier@mopress.com

Interested in entering the Missouri Press Advertising and Marketing Executives

2025 Advertising Contest?
Please contact Missouri Press Association at kfortier@mopress.com or 573-449-4167.

WWW.Mmopress.com Missouri Press News, May 2024


http://www.mopress.com

BEST FULL PAGE AD

Class 1

First Place

John Spaar &
Pam Schuchner, -

Focus on Oak Grove |

Second Place
Jadyn Gilbert,
Tribune & Times,
Harrisonville

Third Place
Phil Cobb,
Maryville Forum

Class 2

First Place
Karen Payne,
Richmond News

Second Place
Regina Mozingo
e
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Third Place
Stephanie Schumer-
Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Class 3

First Place
Lillian Taylor & Michael Bushnell,
The Northeast News, Kansas City

Second Place
Amanda ZarecKi,
Webster-Kirkwood Times, St. Louis

Third Place
Michelle Engelhardt,
Jefferson Co. Leader, Festus

Class 4

[ L= SMOKED
'BUD S{1IH)S

CLASSIC CLASSIC
L = DRINKS

COLUMBIA'S LOCAL CRAFT BBQ
304 59THST | COLUMBIA, MO 65201

First Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Missouri Press News, May 2024 WWW.MOopress.com

Third Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian
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BEST AD SMALLER THAN A FULL PAGE - NO SMALLER THAN A 1/4 PAGE

Class 1

N HOW BODING FO 20733134

)

J')SL HiLL Acres EVENT CENTER
. | =

First Place
Tim Hager,
Mexico Ledger

i £ I {
MillerTire

| to all the ¥
NIN2 Eawt Lty Fireet - Manico, B0 S50
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Second Place
Twyla Martin &
Skye Pournazari,
Maryville Forum

GOOD LUCK

T READY FOR PriiiG

L NGINTEREST FOR 120 DAYS
WO PAYMENTS FOR 150 DAYS

Third Place
Dennis Warden,
Maries County Advocate,
Belle

YEXXEYEXKY
Lincoln Day 2023

Texas Gounty Republican Party

PECTED: : _ Saturday, March 25
T-Bones Thursday, Feb. 9th T
Ribeyes & Friday, Feb. 10th Mhere: Licking H.S. Gym.
Pork Steaks 7a.m.-6p.m. A (125 Cotiege Avw., Licking, MO 69542
Hamburger Patties Third Place
Sausage Links Ron SChOtt,
French Bratwurst :
peeflalies Wright County Journal,

First Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Second Place

Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Mountain Grove

40 Yoars of
Halping Paople
Thriva snd
Business Grow!

14 TIME REABER SCHOICE AWARE WINNER

Ve A1 Farorie
<Pet GGroomer!

-

AL TRIN/GRIND | BOARDING

NOW OFFERING DOGGY DATCARE J
8039 Watson Rd. 661 Jatfco Bivd.

Wabstar Groves, MO 63119 | Arnold, MO 63010
314-968-2700 636-287-3303

call
Today

First Place
Debra Skaggs & Rob Schneider,
Arnold-Imperial Leader

Second Place

Mary Rayfield,
Washington Missourian

W hicrogreens.._Ja
sk g o’@
A Mo FLAVOUR

Third Place
Michelle Engelhardt,
Eureka Leader

Class 4

First Place

Melody Cook,
Columbia
Missourian
VOTE ON APRIL 4TH
.‘M.. Second Place
Melody Cook,
.Ol... Columbia Missourian
FOR SCHOOL BOARD
8 WWW.mopress.com

DISCOVER
THE DISTRICT

Third Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Missouri Press News, May 2024
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First Place
Heather Mosley, Rebecca
Green & Katelyn Egger,
Springfield Business Journal

e
UEE THAT ARE MADE 1N
SOUTHWEST MISSOURN

Second Place
Heather Mosley,
Springfield Business Journal
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Third Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

BEST SINGLE HOUSE AD ciass 2

RS Y s 400 U0 4 & T
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First Place
Rebecca Green,
Springfield Business Journal

STORP the

...will be switching prmt.eps this DECEMBER!
THE SHITCH WL BRI A CHAGE N 1€ WEFIY BEABLINES!

ALLLOCAL, CLASSIFIED, no LEGAL nos DEADLINES:
witd be the FRIDAY at NOON the week before it runs!
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Second Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Third Place
Katelyn Egger & Tawnie Wilson,
Springfield Business Journal

Class 3

= j{ffxw./j&m;

ng owned and operaled
. by members of the

ames L. Miller Sr
- Family

— July 2023 —

First Place
Jeanine York,
Washington Missourian

Missouri Press News, May 2024

WE ARE
HIRING

NEWSROOM

Job Type: Part-time

e LEADER

* Day shift
* Monday to Friday

Second Place
Debra Skaggs,
Jefferson County Leader, Festus

www.mopress.com
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Addi Lu’s - Baked by Ashley - Bill Gianino's © Boulevard Hair Company = Crown Vision
Crisis Aid © Crusoe’s © Emerge Design Studio > European Wax Center © Frankie 6's © Fix Nutrition

Garvey’s Grill © Glazed & Confused o Irene’s Floral Design = Pet Supplies Plus > Planthaven Farms
Raollup lce Cream and Eatery © Traats Unleashed - Tribbla Vapors = Wild Birds Unlimited

Third Place
Larry Saylor & Debbie Baker,
St. Louis Call Newspapers
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BEST AD SMALLER THAN A 1/4 PAG

Class 1

First Place
Dennis Warden,

Maries County Advocate, Belle

Second Place
Jadyn Gilbert,

Tribune & Times, Harrisonville

Third Place
Tim Hager,
Mexico Ledger

Class 2

mnd our

First Place
Dennis Warden,
Gasconade County Republican, Owensville

D1%.

Perry County Republic-Monitor,

Second Place
Stephanie
Schumer-Vandeven,

Perryville

423 Magnolia Street, Perryville, MO

www.perryvilletire.com

Third Place
Dennis Warden,
Gasconade County
Republican,
Owensville

W

E

A ol
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cinco de Mayo
Lunch, Dinner & Drink s
Specials -
Friday, May 5

S00HIY,19,SU1TE3 | OWENSYILLE | 5
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Class 3

ARTS &
CI’IAI'-"!'S

Sunday, April 2

11 AM - 3 PM

St. Michael's Gysmisium
7622 Sutheriand Ave,
Shrewsbury, MG

First Place
Amanda ZarecKi,
Webster-Kirkwood Times

October Gift Drawing!

Drawing to be
held Holloween,
October 31

- $50 Gift Cards to

RUSTY ROOSTER be given away!
MERCANTILE » I required 1o parti

Second Place

Michelle Engelhardt & Mark Grebe,
Jefferson County Leader, Festus

ook, e
il FstelonMay 18 & 201
~ Golf tournament at

Raintree euunir;l
Club on May (8T 3

Third Place
Debra Skaggs,
Jefferson County Leader, Festus

Class 4

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL & Raffle

m  Who doesn't
JULY LOVE

29 Ice Cream ¢
Cake?

Serving icecream from 4:00pm to 6:00pm

Columbia Sewion
ACTIVITY CENTER

First Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

10

T2 1D Drive MW » Cobembia, M0 » 5734457931
wwr iehambioae com.

Second Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

www.mopress.com

Third Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Missouri Press News, May 2024
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MOST CREATIVE USE OF FULL COLOR IN AN AD

Class 1

First Place
Jadyn Gilbert,
Tribune & Times, Harrisonville

9 ADIIAN DPTIMIET CLUB PRESENTE Ik

COSAC DOBBER, ANFFLE
TICKET, & CATERED DitdnER.
‘arps e s dron
AI!II!II'I'IEINAL PAPCRS
WILL BE AMAILABLE

S0

t * NM!

Class 2

First Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Class 3

DR

ERRW \\_LE

Magruaia Streed, Perryvile, 13

Second Place

Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor,

Perryville

Proudly Supporting
Qur Future Farmers
of Americal

www.homepridebank.com
Third Place
Ron Schott,
Wright County Journal,
Mountain Grove

WEBSTER GROVES

First Place TOWN HALL MEETING

Amanda ZareckKi,
Webster-Kirkwood
Times

Dismantling Systemic Racism
- Racial Covenants
in Webster Groves

Sunday, March 12 at 2 p.m.

Second Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

olumbia Metro

Annual fundraiser benefits
¢ Rotary Club.

‘many Metro Ratary
charities as well 3

Friday, February 3 | 5: 30 p-m.

SIHQETI ble of 8- $275
uu-g.) didy's

Activities include Trivia and 50/50 Raffle
-3
Tickets

Purchase tickets at: columbiametr umlarqumwm night
Presenting Sponsor: Tom Rose

Third Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Class 3

sroNsoMT.
FI'IUM CDMW MEDIC TDAW;II'ID -WINNING SCULFTOR
IMICES 1O HELP SHAPE SUCCRES

First Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian
Missouri Press News, May 2024

COMTINT PRSCHD.
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VOLUNTEERS ST RUMAN VA'S FISHER HOUSE

Second Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian
WWW.MOopress.com

Zommnt s

TRUMAN VA PROMOTES LUNG HEALTH DURING AWARENESS MONTH

Third Place

Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian
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BEST SPECIAL SECTION

Class 1

First Place
Staff,
Maryville Forum

Advocate

Second Place Third Place
Staff, Karen Payne,
Maries County Advocate, Belle Excelsior Springs Standard

Class 2

First Place
Stephanie
Schumer-Vandeven
Perry County
Republic-Monitor,

Perryville
Second Place Third Place
Staff, Staff,
Ozark County Times, Gainesville Gasconade County Republican,
Owensville
Class 3

Christmas 473

story & coloring hook

First Place Second Place Third Place

Staff, Amanda Zarecki, Staff,
Washington Missourian Webster-Kirkwood Times Washington Missourian

Class 4

First Place Second Place Third Place

Jackie Truijillo, Staff, Jessie Hamilton & Matt Hopf,
Hannibal Courier-Post Columbia Missourian Hannibal Courier-Post

12 WWW.mopress.com Missouri Press News, May 2024
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First Place Second Place ' Thrd Ice
Melody Cook, Staff, Staff,
Columbia Missourian Columbia Missourian Columbia Missourian
Weeklies

N
=

7 v FIid
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Third Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,

First Place Second Place

Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven, Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Perry County Republic-Monitor, Perry County Republic-Monitor, Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville

Perryville Perryville
BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTION weekiies & Dailies

First Place
Erin Ashwell & Debbie Baker,
St. Louis Call Newspapers

BEST NEWSPAPER PRODUCED INSERT class 3

— - o
o : BUSINESS
m ; :' JOURNAL

Second
Place
Staff,
Washington
Missourian

BOOK
= IJlSr!:;S“

Third Place
Rebecca Green,
Springfield Business Journal

First Place

Lillian Taylor, Michael Bushnell &
Dorri Partain,

The Northeast News, Kansas City

13
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BEST SHARED/SIGNATURE PAGE class1

First Place
John Spaar, Pam Schuchner &
Linda Ighoyivwi,
Focus on Oak Grove

Second Place
Staff,
Maryville Forum

Third Place
Staff,
Maryville Forum

Class 2

i
l 3 lll'llll J

: Third
First Second
Place Place
Place . .
Dennis Warden, Stephanie
Katelyn Egger, _
. Gasconade Schumer-Vandeven,
Springfield
: County Perry County
Business . . :
Republican, Republic-Monitor,
Journal . .
Owensville Perryville
Class 3
™. cum‘einui!ed’ MEET YOUR \REER MATCH
ok — Third PI
JOB FAIR Ird Flace

@RSt |

o, @

Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023
1:30-5:30 p.mn.

Advertising Team &
Sharon Pruessner,
Washington Missourian

un = 0 | (i)
it B _{‘J‘_‘ . Mercyit
g

ey
& =

fy IO ZGKATSAM

MWstall e WIS 0052

STIC ) i

First Place
Larry Saylor & Debbie Baker,
St. Louis Call Newspapers

Second Place
Jeanine York, Mary Rayfield & Patty Brinker,
Washington Missourian

BEST CLASSIFIED SECTION weekiies

CLASSIFIEDS

First Place
Staff,
Washington Missourian

Second Place
Larry Saylor &
Debbie Baker,

St. Louis Call Newspapers

14 WWW.mopress.com Missouri Press News, May 2024
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BEST ADVERT'S'NG SALES TOOL Weeklies & Dailies

TIMES
2023
Second MEDIA KIT Third
Place Place
Amanda Zarecki, TIVES BN\ IMES =8| Larry Saylor &
Webster-Kirkwood =500 ﬂ i Debbie Baker,
Times ; > St. Louis

Call Newspapers

TIMES RESE=rs.
First Place
Amanda Zarecki,
Webster-Kirkwood Times

BEST AD DESIGNER ciass 4
wW "

MINDRIGHT

Loy hmrerd and Operaivd
Extabliched 2015

Thank you for voting for
Terrill Construction!

Second Place
Jackie Truijillo,
Hannibal Courier-Post

First Place
Melody Cook - MUSHROOMS - MATCHA - HERBAL TEAS
Columbia Missourian iy

SHOP WITH US LOCALLY!
1000 E. Brosduay
(570 4422584

o W i P elness. com

Weeklies

Far your Pee's Fun Siee:
i

fianng
fer
oo for s Caxs

816-793-3300
comppetvet com

(A LY ERL QU CUTTLY POC. MEX 1T PARENT 17
L]

TN Oy T
IMPROVE
YOUR GAME

First Place Second Place Third Place
Amanda Zarecki, John Spaar & Pam Schuchner, Jadyn Gilbert,
Webster-Kirkwood Times The Odessan, Odessa Tribune & Times, Harrisonville

BEST PR'NT AD CAM PA'GN Weeklies Class 2 & 3

—_ WEPUT ACCIDENT DAMAGE IN REVERSE!

ENDENCE AVENUE - PAST - PRESENT - FUTURE ©

T
X f= B i ’ / = With over

45 YEARS EXPERIENCE,
= you can trust us o bring
BBy, vehicle back
BN 1o like
Q52 NEW CONDITION!

ﬁfuﬁ'ﬁiﬁ@nﬁ:giﬁﬂ!&:ﬁmi AUTO BODY
First Place Second Place Third Place
Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven, Bryan Stalder & Michael Bushnell, Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,

Perry County Republic-Monitor, Perryville  The Norhteast News, Kansas City Perry County Republic-Monitor, Perryville
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BEST ONLINE AD DESIGNER ciass 3

HAPPRY FATHER'S DAY!

Wﬁmﬂm 0. brother, neighbor or bass

First Place
Lori Obermark,
Washington Missourian

ROOFING

o SR RS
Second Place Third Place

Sarah Cates,
Washington Missourian

Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

BEST AD CONTENT ENTIRE PUBLICATION Weeklies

Brinktown
Farmers Mutual
Insurance Company’

First
Place o
Staff,

Maries County
Advocate, Belle

s
¥
E

First Place

Staff,

Washington Missourian

Ee 2023 Second
o 4% R Place _

&m’ﬁ Ron Schott, Third Place
- Wright County Staff,

E Journal, Maryville Forum

' Mountain Grove

o
BIG PASSION -3

CALL US FOR
TASTING HOURS AND
— DISTILLERY TOUR TIMES!

= MOONSHINE » WHISKEY « BOURBON = RUM

Votingruns &
October7-28 |i

YwHohthhwungmmOMUa

Saturday, December 2nd, 2023
Enjoy Opan Houss Day hosted by Local Businassss

Third Place
Melody Cook,
Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Erin Ashwell & Larry Saylor,
St. Louis Call Newspapers

BEST |DEA TO GROW REVENUE Weeklies Class 2 & 3

Duseom o Gons G MY ittt 12

| Outdoors and Golf
Guide

First  Frince of the links Second

Place ' Place Third

Staff, Staff, Place
Jefferson _ Jefferson Heather Mosley,

County County Springfield

Leader, Leader, Business

Festus Festus Journal
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BEST SINGLE CLASSIFIED DISPLAY AD  weekiies

RRYV Rollet Bros.
.&.. PE IL]'?«Erm Trucking
W D 2 DAY WORK WEEKS |
S P .‘ : Perryville Public Works Department H RESPOMSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
d g ' c \slu::‘muluursummerimwnslu Thlrd Place :wmm::;mm:ﬁ:m
= wark A0 HOURS PERwieek from 1 s by )
acHe R} Il’(l&"ﬂlmughluﬁus‘ld“ Stephanle . WMawmmMW
"::wrw:: ; J‘_J‘ ] toaidwith the following: Schumer_Vandeven' ﬂ“ﬁmmﬁmﬁm
Full-time 9:30uc 6o Mo Perry County . waatana w
0 1980 0! . . + Proven experience a3 o Methanic
> Republic-Monitor, it trmoen o Wi i
- APPlIEI\TlIIHI]EdEI!.LN! i
“ %ﬁ‘ ' * & w Ripa Ry uck, Perryville B B b rirance
’Eé ‘%‘F g tal Insurance:
‘ . = - 401k ﬂ_hmmm_m
w & $ ’/ “For more information:
www.cityofperryville.com
First Place Second Place
Mary Rayfield, Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,
Washington Missourian Perry County Republic-Monitor, Perryville

BEST OF SHOW MMME

. 2024
@@ﬂymg Dee Hamilton

Memorial
5 FﬁiR Sales Pro of the Year

Stephanie Schumer-Vandeven,

Perry County Republic-Monitor,
Perryville Deanna Moore,

Regional Publisher for

Phillips Media Group

Missouri Press News, May 2024 WWW.mopress.com 17


http://www.mopress.com
http://www.mopress.com

When a public figure doesn’t
want publicity

ometimes you, as a reporter,

hear rumors that fascinate

you and your job is to search
for the truth behind them. Some-
times that happens to the hotline
attorney, too.

For the last year, media lawyers
in the state have struggled with
the new Supreme Court rules on
redacting pleadings. Originally it
seemed this was caused by a change

across the state have struggled
to get access to information they
need to do their jobs accurately.
Missouri Press Association joined
media organizations and the
Missouri Press-Bar Commission
in urging the Missouri Supreme
Court to look again at this policy
change, not realizing at first that
this required legislative change.
Now the industry is watching our

legislature in this session, hoping
that one of the bills now being

in court rules, but fairly quickly we
discovered that those rules were

30. Witnesses have stated that Max claimed, duning those infamous 48 hours, that Max

only took the job to “dig up dirt on | Plantiff].”

simply tracking statutory changes
made by our Missouri legislature.
So, who was the source of the
language that was added to a
statute on court rules closing dates
of birth in case information and
names of victims and witnesses,

Count 1-Public Di of Private Facts {Against All Defendants)

considered might pass, resulting in
changes to this policy that makes
reporters’ jobs so difficult.

In about two more weeks, we
should know “the rest of this
story.”

Meanwhile, Calfo has fought

and other information?

There were discussions
internally with Missouri Press’
legislative consultants. Then, the
MPA Hotline Attorney began getting
anonymous calls and tips about a
case that should be looked at. None
of this initially made sense and,

in court to seek to re-open the
specific court record that Hicks’
bill targeted. Michael Nepple and
others at Thompson Colburn, St.

An example of a redacted court document

from a court case filed by Justin Hicks . . e
against Max Calfo in St. Charles Circuit Louis, filed a brief pointing out to

Court. Find more examples online at www. the. C_O_urt that Hicl'<s, as an elected
mopress.com or click this image in the digital politician, is a public figure.
edition of the magazine. (Submitted) Such folks cannot complain when

frankly, originally some of this was
ignored because some lawyers are
not used to getting anonymous phone
messages. (It’s been a while since I
was a reporter!).

Long story short, eventually the
lawyer and the caller talked. The caller
needed referral to a media lawyer who
could defend the caller in a fight to
open court records. Due to various
reasons, the caller was referred to
another firm. And fairly quickly, a lot
of questions were answered.

The case was a lawsuit filed by
Justin Hicks against Max Calfo. Hicks
is a current state representative,
serving in the St. Louis area, who has
chosen to leave his current office to
run for a position as Congressman for
his area.

Calfo is a person who had already
filed against Hicks for his legislative
seat. As part of that campaign. Calfo
put up a website detailing the reasons

18

he believed Hicks should not be
re-elected (or elected to any other
position).

Among the materials on this
website was details about a request
for an order of protection filed against
Hicks by a former girlfriend who
alleged she suffered physical abuse
inflicted by Hicks. The case was heard
in 2010 and the Order of Protection
entered against Hicks. That file was
open to the public and visible for
more than 10 years.

Then in 2021, Hicks, now a licensed
attorney, requested a court seal the
file. Nothing happened for two years
until Hicks proffered the language
now part of state law in Section
595.226, which closes, among other
data, the dates of birth of court of
parties in pleadings and the names of
victims and witnesses.

Since that bill passed, reporters

www.mopress.com

they are given publicity because

that is what they seek in their effort
to be elected to office. “Plaintiff has
no right to deprive the public of that
information. And Plaintiff has no
right to prevent others, including
Defendants, from bringing that
information to light for the public’s
benefit,” Calfo’s attorneys argued.

The court hearing the case agreed,
and now that information is open.
Here’s hoping that this is just the
start of openness returning to court
records and the elimination of these
huge pages of darkness in connection
with Missouri’s court system.
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DEADLEINE
APPINOACGHING

NOMINATIONS

Missouri Photojournalism
Hall of Fame

If you have questions, please call 573-449-4167.
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SAVE THE DATE

158th Annual
Missouri Press
(Convention &

‘I radeshow

HOTEL VANDIVORT
305 K Walnut St.,

Springfield, MO 65806

Know a potential sponsor?

* *

Sponsor information at: » ;%ES 5

; il
mopress.com/convention or contact < “ﬂlfr"r“

Michael Harper at mharper@mopress.com

Need more information about this
year's convention?

Contact Kristie Fortier at kfortier@mopress.com
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