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MACC will offer 
associate degree in 
computer science
BY WINONA WHITAKER
Managing Editor

MOBERLY — A new associate de-
gree will be available to students at 
Moberly Area Community College 
in the spring of 2023.

The college’s board of trustees ap-
proved an Associate of Science de-
gree in computer science during its 
May meeting.

The college offers computer pro-
gramming, networking and cyber 
security, said Todd Martin, vice 
president for instruction. Howev-
er, those programs result in applied 
science degrees for students going 
directly into the workforce.

The new Associate of Science de-
gree will allow students who move 
on to four-year schools in pursuit 

of bachelor’s degrees to transfer the 
credits they’ve earned in Mober-
ly, Martin said. The program was 
approved by the curriculum com-
mittee, the president’s council and 
Moberly Area Community College 
President Jeffrey Lashley before it 
was presented to the board.

The program must be approved 
by the coordinating board for high-
er education, said Martin, but he 
expects the new classes to begin in 
the spring.

According to the proposal pre-
sented to the board last week, all re-
quired courses already exist in other 
programs and departments, though 
the math department will develop 
a new math course, discrete math, 
that administrators will recommend 
as part of the new associate degree.Kadie Crivello arranges flowers during the inaugural farmer's market of the 2022 season. Despite some 

rain, residents arrived to check out the vendors and activities offered Thursday at The Fennel. 
Photo by Winona Whitaker

BY WINONA WHITAKER
Managing Editor

MOBERLY — Organizers of the 
2022 farmer’s market in Mober-
ly were happy with the early turn-
out Thursday. 

“So far I’m thrilled,” said Tina 
Roberts, a public health educator 
with Randolph County Health De-
partment, minutes after the mar-
ket opened at 4 p.m. “I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.”

This early in the growing sea-
son, vendors are limited, said Rob-
erts. And with rain threatening, she 
wasn’t sure how many Randolph 
County residents would venture out.

Four vendors sold herbs and flow-
ers and homemade lip balm. The 
University of Missouri Extension 
Office of Randolph County offered 
food samples. Little Dixie Region-
al Library advertised its summer 
reading program.

Children’s activities included hill-
billy golf–which kept brothers Daw-
son and Preston Sevits busy–and 
seed planting.

The theme for the library’s sum-
mer reading program is Oceans of 
Possibilities, said Yasmeen El-Jayy-
ousi, children’s librarian. “We’re 
making some stingrays,” she said, 
pointing to Margaret Connoley’s 
finished construction.Margaret Connoley admires the stingray she made at the Little Dixie 

Regional Library table at the farmer's market Thursday in Moberly. 
Photo by Winona Whitaker See FARM Page A2

Farm fresh at the Fennel

See PHONES Page A2

Moberly High School 
to ban cell phones 
during class hours
BY WINONA WHITAKER
Managing Editor

MOBERLY — Moberly High School 
teachers advocated for a ban on cell 
phones in classes during last week’s 
school board meeting.

A committee of teachers researched 
the issue, said High School Principal 
Deb Haag. “They’ve been thoughtful 
and tried to find a balance.”

“This might be an unpopular opin-
ion,” said language arts teacher Sabria 
El-Kurbu, “but I think it’s a necessary 
change. All the teachers are on board.”

The teachers plan to require that 
students leave their cell phones in their 
lockers during the school day. The ban 
would include other devices, such as 
watches, that have the same capabil-
ities as phones.

The ban will help teachers com-
bat cyberbullying, El-Kurbu said. Stu-
dents take videos and photos of oth-
ers without their consent and make 
nasty comments about them in group 
chats. “This would help to stop that,” 
she said.

If students need to communicate with 
parents or other students electronical-
ly, they can use email on their Chrome-
books, which teachers can monitor.

The ban would also help control the 
vaping problem at the high school, El-

Kurbu said. Students message one an-
other about where to meet to vape, 
which they won’t be able to do with-
out the phones.

Students will be more attentive in 
class if they aren’t distracted by their 
phones, said El-Kurbu. She cited a 
study which showed that even when 
phones are turned off or placed face 
down on desks, students are still dis-
tracted by them.

Students cheat on tests using their 
phones, said El-Kurbu. They take pho-
tos of tests and share them and text 
answers to one another.

Despite the advantages of cheat-
ing, test scores are higher when cell 
phones are banned, according to a 
study cited by El-Kurbu.

“You can’t learn if your attention 
is divided,” she said. Students take 
more notes and remember more of 
what they’ve heard when they don’t 
have phones available in class.

“Phones are a really big problem in 
the classroom,” El-Kurbu said. “I’m 
never going to be able to compete 
with TikTok.”

Teachers want a schoolwide policy so 
they aren’t competing, said El-Kurbu. 
Strict teachers may be unpopular with 
students, while teachers who are more 

BY WINONA WHITAKER
Managing Editor

MOBERLY — New scoreboards 
for the Moberly High School football 
field should be in place for the fall 
season after receiving approval from 
the board of education last week.

The scoreboards at Dr. Larry K. 
Noel Stadium and at the Mober-
ly High School gymnasium need 
significant repair, Activities Di-
rector Curtis Walk told the school 
board last week. The scoreboards 
have malfunctioned during sport-
ing events, causing concern from 
officials, said Walk.

The boards are old enough—dat-
ing back to 1976--that finding parts 
to fix them is difficult.

Walk asked that the district ap-
prove the purchase of new score-
boards for Spartan Stadium and for 
the Moberly High School gym. The 
district will have to pay for the new 
scoreboards up front, but Walk will 
find sponsors who will pay for adver-
tisements on the new digital score-

boards, recovering the cost within 
five years, he said.

Revenue from sponsorships after 
that five year period will go back into 
the activity and athletic budgets.

Four businesses have already 
committed to contracting with the 
school, said Walk: Huffman Insur-
ance Group, O’Loughlin Dental, 
First State Community Bank and 
Orscheln Industries. The commit-
ments total $100,000, about a third 
of what the boards will cost.

Walk said he has no doubt that he 
can find sponsors for the total cost 
of the scoreboards among Mober-
ly’s 890 businesses.

Walk said he had to work outside 
the box to pay for the scoreboards. 
When he began exploring the feasibil-
ity of sponsorships, the Moberly Area 
Chamber of Commerce posted the 
project on its Facebook Page. Walk 
had ten calls in two days, he said.

Walk consulted with other school 
districts that have made purchases 
based on sponsorships. Every school 
that has ever done this has had no 

problem getting 100% commitment, 
Walk  said. At least one had a wait-
ing list, so if a sponsor backed out, 
another business would pick up the 
spot immediately.

“The problem is getting it in and get-

ting it up and running before August.”
The board approved a bid of 

$311,300.86 from Watchfire/John-
son Signs in Oak Grave. Walk asked 
for a decision because of the lead 
time for getting a new board in-

stalled and functioning. He wants 
the project completed before Aug. 31 
before the first Spartan home game.

Watchfire will use some of the ex-
isting structure, said Walk, so the 
cost and lead time will be less than 
if it were all new construction. More 
than 125 boards are going up across 
the state, said Walk, and companies 
are behind. Costs are up 15% from 
fall, he said.

The new Spartan Stadium score-
boards will feature digital display 
screens of 12 feet by 24 feet. When 
not used for athletic events, the 
scoreboards can scroll school infor-
mation across the screens, Walk said. 

The package for the gymnasium 
includes a digital video scoreboard 
on the west side of the gym and a 
fixed digit scoreboard with stat pan-
els on the east side.

Walk also hopes to use the score-
boards for an elective technology 
class in the future.

“I think when folks see this in ac-
tion, they’ll be excited,” Board Mem-
ber Dan Wilcox said.

A conceptual drawing shows what a new Watchfire scoreboard at 
Spartan Stadium will look like. 

Malfunctions lead to purchase of new scoreboards
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BY ERIC VICCARO

Sports Editor

GLASGOW – The Higbee High 

School baseball team advanced to 

Monday’s Class 1 District 12 semi-

finals with a 10-0 mercy-rule vic-

tory over Madison.

The Panthers didn’t take it easy 

on the Tigers, though, since the 

game lasted six full innings at his-

toric John Donaldson Field.

“There’s something special 

about this tim
e of year, and the 

way teams can compete when 

they know it w
ill b

e their last 

game,” Higbee head coach Dylan 

Wood said.

Higbee (8-7) faced Community 

(7-5) on Monday in one district 

semifinal. State-ranked Cairo (10-

5) squared off with Glasgow (9-11) 

in the other semifinal. The Yellow-

jackets nipped Wellsville-Middle-

town, 3-2, in a pulse-pounding, 

10-inning thriller the same day.

Wood said he’s employed a 

pitching strategy to keep ace Der-

ek Rockett’s arm fresh – keeping 

him to 75 pitches or so per out-

ing. Rockett, ju
st a sophomore, 

already has compiled 286 strike-

outs in his career.

“He had three days’ rest to be 

ready to compete against Commu-

nity,” Wood said. The Tigers have 

two other pitchers at Wood’s dis-

posal in Will Spilman and Chevy 

Grimsley, the latter who just re-

turned to the team off an unspec-

ified injury.

There’s plenty to like for Higbee 

right now, catcher Robert Smith 

is beginning to master the art of 

blocking errant pitches. Grimsley 

pitched with confidence in relief of 

Rockett versus winless Madison.

And Malaki Squires smacked a 

double in the bottom of the sixth 

inning to score Anthony White 

with the mercy-rule-inducing run.

Rockett only allowed three Mad-

ison baserunners off two hits and 

one walk. He struck out 14 in five 

innings of work. Grimsley struck 

out two and walked one during his 

one inning on the bump.

At the plate, Rockett th
umped 

two triples to go with a pair of 

walks. Spilman scored three times 

while also producing two RBI. 

Grimsley and White both scored 

twice. Smith and Squires both had 

two RBI to round out Higbee’s of-

fensive production.

CLASS 2 DISTRICT 5  

TOURNAMENT

SILEX – The Westran High 

School baseball team also ad-

vanced to the semifinal round with 

a narrow 1-0 victory over Clopton 

in the Class 2 District 5 tourna-

ment quarterfinals Friday.

Logan Bain pitched a complete 

game for the Hornets with six 

strikeouts.

Leyton Bain hit a sacrifice fly 

deep enough in the outfield to 

score teammate Quinn Massey 

with the game’s only run.

Westran played tournament host 

Silex on Monday evening for the 

right to play in Tuesday’s district 

championship. Sturgeon topped 

Van-Far, 8-2, and Silex defeated 

Paris, 11-3, in the other first-round 

games. Sturgeon played Louisiana 

in the other semifinal game.

Also on Monday, Moberly em-

barked on the postseason trail with 

a Class 4 District 7 semifinal game 

against Hallsville.

BY ERIC VICCARO

Sports Editor

Surrounded by his teammates, 

Moberly High School senior Da-

kotah Courtney signed his Nation-

al Letter of Intent to play football at 

the University of Dubuque.

“When I went on my campus vis-

it, it 
just felt lik

e home to me,” said 

Courtney, who played several differ-

ent positions for the Spartans dur-

ing the 2021 season.

Courtney said Dubuque’s coach-

ing staff offered him the best “op-

portunity” to play college football, 

and the best part is Dakotah won’t 

have to change his mascot – Spar-

tans.
Dubuque is coming off a 6-4 

season, 5-3 in the American Riv-

ers Conference. The ARC features 

schools with similar enrollments 

across Iowa and Nebraska. Court-

ney reported he also visited Coe Col-

lege, another ARC school located in 

Cedar Rapids.

The coaching staff told Courtney 

he could be the starting punter as 

a freshman. As he develops in the 

weight room, Dakotah (6-foot-0, 

160 pounds) is expected to play de-

fensive back, primarily safety.

“I felt a strong connection to the 

coaches,” Courtney continued. He 

also liked Chalmers Field, where the 

Spartans play their home games.

Dubuque will open the season 

on Sept. 3 on the road at Mariet-

ta College.

Courtney finished with 53 tack-

le points, which included 21 solo 

tackles, as a defensive back for head 

coach Cody McDowell during the 

2021 campaign. He also had two 

forced fumbles and several pass-

es defensed.

He finished with 898 yards in 

punts, including a long of 46 this 

season.

“I think Dakotah is a good stu-

dent-athlete,” McDowell said. “He 

takes his grades seriously. He’s 

played a lot of positions for us on 

offense and defense.”

McDowell also praised Courtney’s 

athleticism and versatility
, and said 

he could be a passing or running 

threat while serving as Dubuque’s 

future punter.

Courtney said his best memory 

from high school sports was Mober-

ly’s 14-13 victory at Hannibal on Oct. 

9, 2020, during his junior season.

Dakotah also was a dynamic wres-

tler with more than 100 career wins. 

He qualified for sectionals and was 

all-North Central Missouri Con-

ference his junior year on the mat, 

competing at 145 pounds.

Courtney will b
e a kinesiolo-

gy major at Dubuque, with the 

career goal of becoming a sports 

medicine doctor. He will graduate 

from Moberly with a 3.4 grade-

point average.

Dakotah Courtney is the son of Ashley and Jonathan Long.

BY ERIC VICCARO

Sports Editor

COLUMBIA – Mober-

ly High School’s Max 

Meystrik will be making a 

repeat trip to the Missouri 

State High School Activi-

ties Association individu-

al tennis tournament.

For Meystrik’s doubles 

partner Ryan O’Loughlin, 

this will be the freshman’s 

maiden voyage.

Both Spartan teams qual-

ified for state after winning 

matches on Saturday morn-

ing at Cosmopolitan Park.

In the state of Missouri, 

boys’ and girls’ tennis play-

ers are afforded two chances 

of qualifying for state – ei-

ther through the team con-

cept or the bracketed indi-

vidual event with both sin-

gles and doubles.

The Class 1 state tourna-

ment will ta
ke place at the 

Cooper Tennis Complex in 

Springfield this Friday and 

Saturday, May 20-21.

The first round of Class 1 

singles and doubles match-

es will ta
ke place at 2 p.m. 

Friday, with the semifinals 

and consolation semifinals 

at 9 a.m. Saturday.

Class 1 championship 

matches will then take place 

four hours later.

Ryan O’Loughlin and 

Meystrik battled through a 

tough first set before win-

ning the tie-breaker, 7-2. In 

the end, the pair recorded a 

7-6, 6-3 victory over Drew 

Keathley and Lucas Koch 

from Lutheran North.

“We’re all still getting 

used to the longer match-

es,” Meystrik said of the for-

mat. Teams need to win two 

out of three sets, with a tie-

breaker at 6-all. He said ev-

ery point matters.

O’Loughlin concurred.

“Physically, I had to stay 

focused,” the freshman 

commented. “It’s a really 

awesome feeling to go to 

state, and we worked hard 

to get here.”

Will O’Loughlin and Isa-

iah Lopez also punched their 

ticket to state with a 6-1, 6-4 

conquest over Liam Cassi-

dy and Isiac Salmone from 

St. Charles.

With matches taking 

place during the morning, 

players didn’t have to en-

dure the blazing heat like 

from the team tournament 

round during the middle of 

last week.

Meystrik qualified for 

the state tournament last 

year with Nick Faiella, a 

Moberly graduate cur-

rently studying chemis-

try at the University of 

Colorado. Meystrik and 

Faiella reached the quar-

terfinals before falling to 

Clayton’s Jack Winings 

and Anurag Venigalla in 

straight sets.

Alex Fincher was anoth-

er recent Spartan state qual-

ifier, competing in singles 

back in 2018-19.

MSHSAA has not yet re-

leased the Class 1 state ten-

nis tournament draw. The 

Monitor-Index will post 

that information when it 

becomes available.
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THURSDAY, MAY 19

GIRLS SOCCER

6 p.m., Class 2 District 6 

championship game, Mexi-

co High School

SPECIAL EVENT

7:30 p.m., Westran athlet-

ic banquet, high school gym-

nasium
FRIDAY, MAY 20

BOYS TENNIS

2 p.m., Class 1 Individual 

State Championship, Cooper 

Tennis Complex, Springfield

Track and Field

All Day, Missouri Class 1 

and Class 2 state meet, Ad-

kins Stadium, Jefferson City

SATURDAY, MAY 21

BOYS TENNIS

9 a.m., Class 1 Individual 

State Championship, Cooper 

Tennis Complex, Springfield

TRACK AND FIELD

All Day, Missouri Class 1 

and Class 2 state meet, Ad-

kins Stadium, Jefferson City

9 a.m., Class 4 Sectional 

Meet, Mexico High School

Local  

Schedule

Moberly High School coaches and players smile after two Spartan boys' doubles 

teams qualified for state. Here's the group (from left), head coach Melissa David-

son, Max Meystrik, Ryan O'Loughlin, Isaiah Lopez, Will O
'Loughlin and assistant 

coach Davis Gurley.  

(Photo submitted by the Moberly School District) 

Higbee's Derek Rockett pitched a stellar game in last Thursday's 

10-0 victory over Madison in the Class 1 District 12 Tournament at 

John Donaldson Field in Glasgow. Rockett struck out 14 batters in 

five innings of work.  

(Photo by Eric Viccaro/Monitor-Index)

Moberly football player Dakotah Courtney (center) smiles while his 

parents, Ashley and Jonathan Long, Spartan head football coach 

Cody McDowell and athletic director Curtis Walk surround him. 

Courtney has signed to play football at the University of Dubuque in 

Iowa. 

(Photo by Eric Viccaro/Monitor-Index)

Moberly doubles teams qualify for state

Higbee reaches semifinal round, beats Madison

Courtney signs to play football at Dubuque

INFORMATION

BASEBALL

CLASS 1 DISTRICT 12  

TOURNAMENT

AT GLASGOW 

LINESCORE

HIGBEE 10, MADISON 0  

(6 INN.)

Madison 000 000 - 0 2 7

Higbee 203 005 - 10 8 0

The following relays quali-

fied for state with season-best 

times, 4x100 (Avery Brumley, 

Addison Bailey, Gracie Brum-

ley and Ellison, third, 54.93), 

4x400 (Morgan Taylor, Mor-

gan Wortmann, Jersey Bai-

ley and Ellison, second, 

4:40.20) and 4x800 (Tay-

lor, Paige Luntsford, Wort-

mann and Kristen Gooseen, 

third, 12:11.12).

Overall, in
cluding alter-

nate, Cairo will be 24 athletes 

to the state meet – which is set 

for this Friday and Saturday at 

Adkins Stadium in Jefferson 

City. With that kind of depth, 

a strong team standings finish 

is virtually guaranteed.

WESTRAN

MONROE CITY – Westran 

freshman Emma Wortmann 

established a new school re-

cord in the high jump with 

a leap of 5-feet, 1-3/4 inches 

at the Class 2 Sectional Meet 

on Saturday.

Wortmann’s second-place 

finish also was good enough 

to qualify for this week’s 

state meet.

Brenin Howell also 

punched his ticket to state 

with a mark of 49-7¼ inch-

es. Quinn Massey marked at 

8-6¼ in the pole vault to wrap 

up the Hornets’ results.

HIGBEE

ST. LOUIS – Six Higbee 

track and field athletes have 

qualified for state based on 

their performances at the 

Class 1 Sectional meet on 

Saturday at Lutheran North 

High School.

The girls’ 4x200 relay squad 

of Isabelle Welch, Joey West-

fall, Raegan Derboven and 

Hailey Derboven clocked in 

with a time of 1:55.29, which 

was good enough for third 

place overall. The foursome 

was fifth in the 4x100 relay, 

falling short of qualifying in 

that event.

Anthony White marked at 

37.82m for a bronze medal 

in the javelin. Teammate Jor-

dan Fuemmeler also quali-

fied for state with a fourth-

place finish in the high jump 

(1.74m). James Smith was 

sixth in the discus, marking 

at 37.82m.  

STATE QUALIFIERS

State Location: Adkins 

Stadium, Jefferson City

CLASS 2 

WESTRAN

GIRLS

Emma Wortmann (high jump)

BOYS

Brenin Howell (shot put)

CLASS 1 

CAIRO

GIRLS

Jersey Bailey (open 400, relays), Macie Harman 

(300 hurdles), Kennedy Kearns (high jump), Av-

ery Brumley (high jump, relays), Avery Wie-

gand (long jump, relays), Journey Sander (pole 

vault), A
ddison Bailey (relays), Gracie Brumley 

(relays), Caroline Ellison (relays), Morgan Tay-

lor (relays), Morgan Wortmann (relays), Paige 

Luntsford (4x800 relay) and Kristen Gosseen 

(4x800 relay).

BOYS

Trace Ackley (shot put), Gage Wilson (discus), 

Thad Harman (javelin, 4x200 relay), Logan Head 

(triple jump, 300 hurdles, 4x200 relay), Wilson 

Matheis (high jump), Logan Hankins (4x200-

meter relay) and Justin Thrasher (4x200-me-

ter relay) HIGBEE

GIRLS

Isabelle Welch (4x200-meter relay), Raegan Der-

boven (4x200 relay), Hailey Derboven (4x200 

relay) and Joey Westfall (4x200-meter relay)

BOYS

Anthony White (javelin) and Jordan Fuemmel-

er (high jump)

Note: This list does not include alternates.

STATE
Continued from Page A8
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BY TESSA WEINBERG

Missouri Independent

A years-long impasse over in-

creased funding for charter schools 

was finally broken in the Missouri 

Senate, leaving proponents opti-

mistic the legislation could finally 

make its way to the governor's desk.

Sen. Andrew Koenig, R-Manches-

ter, unveiled a new funding mecha-

nism last week to close a discrepancy 

in the amount that charter schools 

are funded versus traditional pub-

lic schools.

Rather than transferring funds 

from school districts to their char-

ter counterparts, the funding would 

come from the state through an ad-

justment in the foundation formu-

la, the method by which Missouri 

calculates aid for schools.

`It's definitely not the perfect way 

that I would do this," said Koenig, 

the bill's handler in the Senate. ̀ But 

I think it's a way we can move for-

ward and come to a compromise 

and get this back over to the House."

The bill received initial approv-

al from the Senate and is expect-

ed to clear the chamber this week. 

The House, which passed a different 

plan earlier this year, would have to 

sign off on the changes to send it to 

Gov. Mike Parson. 

The new funding method would 

rely on updated property values, 

which had not been revised for char-

ter schools since 2005. As a result, 

charter schools in Kansas City re-

ceived about $1,700 less per stu-

dent on average, while in St. Louis 

the amount was $2,500.

`Instead of making their slice 

smaller," Senate Minority Leader 

John Rizzo, D-Independence, said 

of traditional public schools' fund-

ing, ̀ we made the whole pie bigger."

The bill also now includes addition-

al accountability measures for charter 

schools that mandate charter schools 

management companies be nonprof-

its, that board members be Missouri 

residents, and that test scores be post-

ed on the school's website.

New provisions were also added 

that would allow parents to direct-

ly enroll their students in Missouri's 

virtual education program — rather 

than only allowing it with a school 

district's approval. It's a change law-

makers have sought since Missouri 

Course Access and Virtual School 

Program was expanded in 2018.

Both parties' top Senate leaders 

cast the compromise as a win last 

week, with Senate Majority Leader 

Caleb Rowden, R-Columbia, pre-

dicting the bill will pass out of the 

Senate on a bipartisan vote.

But some senators' still warned 

that despite the changes, the bill 
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Cater Funeral Home staff gather in front of plaques that recognize each branch of the United States 

military. The new display, on the east side of the Cater building on East Rollins St., is the business's 

way of thanking veterans for their service, said Manager Bill Stuart. He had seen similar plaques 

at the Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville, he said, and thought such a display would be an 

appropriate way to honor veterans at the funeral home. Pictured from left are Doug Kliewer, Bill 

Stuart, Sandy Stuart, Marilyn Apel, Doug Coonce and Faith Tallman. Photo by Winona Whitaker

Honoring veterans

Marsha Enyart and Sommer Reed stand behind the counter of Randolph County Helping Hands at 309 W. 

Reed St. in Moberly. The thrift store is moving next month to 218 N. Williams. 
Photo by Winona Whitaker

See FUNDING Page A2
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Helping Hands plans move

BY WINONA WHITAKER

Managing Editor

MOBERLY -- Sommer Reed and 

Marsha Enyart have spent a lot of 

time dispelling rumors lately.

The women are founders of Ran-

dolph County Helping Hands at 

309 W. Reed St. Since 2017, the 

women have taken donations of 

clothing, books, toys and furni-

ture-including mattresses- and 

sold them at low prices.

"We started from scratch when 

the Salvation Army left," said Eny-

art. "The community still needed a 

thrift store."

But the building Helping Hands 

is renting has been sold and another 

business is moving in, so the wom-

en had to find new space. Some peo-

ple misunderstood and thought the 

store was going out of business. "We 

hear it daily," said Reed.

The new Helping Hands location 

will be the former Moberly-Index 

building at 218 N. Williams. Eny-

art thought the newspaper had gone 

out of business, but, like Helping 

Hands, it simply moved.

Reed and Enyart have already 

moved a lot of merchandise to 

the location at 218 N, Williams, 

they said, though they won't open 

there until sometime in May.

"We don't have an open date yet," 

said Reed. Helping Hands has to be 

out of its current location by April 

30, but getting everything ready 

in the new building will take time, 

she said.

"It's going to be a good move," 

said Enyart.

The space is a little smaller, said 

Reed, but it has no stairs, which 

pleases both women.

Proceeds from Helping Hands 

are used to help residents of Ran-

dolph County, said Reed. The 

non-profit organization works 

with other non-profits, such as 

St. Pius, Faith Bridge, Safe Pas-

sage Women's Shelter and the Sal-

vation Army service extension, 

to help low-income people with 

household needs.

Enyart and Reed stopped tak-

ing donations about a month ago, 

they said, so their stock is limited 

until after the move. But as of to-

day, Helping Hands is still open on 

Reed Street.

Thrift shop dispels 

rumors of closing

Missouri House passes anti-trafficking bill

JEFFERSON CITY --The Mis-

souri House of Representatives gave 

its approval to anti-sex trafficking 

legislation that will provide great-

er protections for children who have 

been victimized by sex trafficking, 

a press release from the Missouri 

House said.

Following the bill’s third reading 

Wednesday, the House passed  Rep. 

Ed Lewis’ House Bill 2032 with a 

unanimous 140-0 vote.

The bill puts into state law the 

process by which a child who is lo-

cated by law enforcement and is sus-

pected to have been a victim of sex 

trafficking is to receive help from 

the Division of Social Services, the 

Juvenile Court system, child advo-

cacy centers and law enforcement.

The bill makes a crime of facil-

itating or enabling the sexual ex-

ploitation of a child or permiting 

or allowing a child to be exploited. 

The first offense is a class E felony, 

and second and subsequent offens-

es are Class C felonies, the press re-

lease says.

If the person who committed the 

offense is an owner of a business or 

a business owner's agent and the 

business provided the location for 

the exploitation, the business loca-

tion where the exploitation occurred 

will be required to close for up to a 

year for the first offense and perma-

nently for a second offense. 

The bill adds  patronizing pros-

titution where the victim is under 

18 to tier III on the sexual offend-

er registry.

The bill would establish the State-

wide Council on Sex Trafficking and 

Sexual Exploitation of Children, 

which will analyze data relating to 

sex trafficking and sexual exploi-

tation of children and will collect 

feedback from stakeholders, prac-

titioners and leadership through-

out the state.

The council will be required to de-

liver a report on it activities, find-

ings and suggestions to the Gover-

nor, the General Assembly, and the 

Joint Committee on Child Abuse 

and Neglect by December 31, 2023.

The bill now heads to the Missouri 

Senate for consideration.

For more questions, call Rep. 

Lewis’ office at 573-751-6566.

Funding increase for 

charter schools poised 

to clear Missouri Senate

percent chance of thunderstorms on 
Saturday, with temperatures forecast 
to graze the 80-degree mark. So, you’re 
saying there is a chance.

Tremayne Watts posted a new per-
sonal-best mark in the shot put at 12.61 
meters for third place while Rick Huff 
was second in the same event (12.71m). 
Watts also was fourth in the discus 
(32.64m).

Brett Gelina set a new best mark in 
the high jump of 1.70m, and he also 
was fourth in the long jump (5.48m). 
Gabriel Flood added a bronze medal in 
the javelin (38.10m) and Weston Hurt 
fifth (34.2m).

Jordan Rasico recorded a personal-
best time of 11.36 seconds in the 100 
dash for third place. Mar’Sean Winn 
was fourth in the 200 dash (23.75) 
while teammate Christopher Alexan-
der had a personal-best time of 24.77 
for sixth in the same event.

Moberly’s relays were solid, includ-
ing the 4x200 foursome of Winn, Ge-
lina, Rasico and anchor Quentin Borg-
es setting a new season-best time of 
1:33.45. Moberly also was second in 

the 4x100 relay 
(45.26m).

Speaking of re-
lays, three of 
Moberly’s girls 
units turned in sea-
son-best times un-
der the pressure 
of the conference 
meet.

The 4x100 group of Chloe Ferguson, 
Zoey Hannam, Asa Fanning and Ken-
nedy Messer was second in 53.16. The 
4x200 team of Hannam, Bryleigh Knox, 
Fanning and Haley Baker claimed gold 
in 1:50.99. The distance relay foursome 
of Whitney Fenton, Abigail Smothers, 
Arianna Wilkey and Anna Rivera was 
the class of the meet (10:49.89).

Rivera and Wilkey were second and 
third, respectively, in the 1,600-meter 
run with times of 6:06.42 and 6:22.72. 
Hannam added a second-place finish 
in the 300 hurdles (50.41). Lily Bark-
er turned in a season-best effort in the 
3,200 run, taking fourth (14:38.37). 
Baker took fifth in the 400 dash 
(1:07.99).

Knox continued to dominate in the 
field, with another gold-medal triple 
jump, marking at 10.36m and she was 
second in the long jump (4.85m). Fan-
ning was third in the long jump (4.74m) 
and fourth in the triple jump (9.49m).

Other girls enjoying field event suc-
cess were Natalie Vannella with a 
gold in the shot put (10.01m), Taylor 
Martin second in the discus (31.12m) 
and fourth in the javelin (30.5m), Ka-
leighia Brown fifth in the pole vault 
(1.83m) and Ferguson sixth in the jav-
elin (27.7m).

Coach Knox also was proud of oth-
er personal-best efforts by Syia Covert 
(100 hurdles, 21.56) and Cameron Hess 
(400 dash, 1:02.72).

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

GLASGOW – St. Louis, 
here they come.

And Higbee High School 
head track and field coach 
Jamey Fuemmeler was un-
derstandably pleased with 
the results.

“We have eight athletes 
that will move on to com-
pete at sectionals next week-
end at Lutheran North High 
School,” said Fuemmeler, ex-
tolling the Tigers’ virtues.

Breaking it down, the Ti-
gers will be sending five girls 
and three boys to the Class 
1 sectional meet this com-
ing Saturday.

To advance to the sectional 
meet, athletes must place in 
the top-four of competitors.

Higbee boys totaled 32 
points for ninth place over-
all while the girls were 13th 
in their gender (22 points) 
in Saturday’s Class 1 Dis-
trict 2 meet at Glasgow 
High School’s Bob Mon-
nig Track Complex.

On the boys’ side, James 
Smith was the class of the 
field in the discus with a mark 
of 37.08m, which was more 
than three meters farther 

than the nearest competitor.
Anthony White also ex-

celled for Higbee in the 
throwing events, taking sec-
ond in the javelin with a 
mark of 40.79m. White also 
was seventh in the shot put, 
marking at 11m even.

Jordan Fuemmeler record-
ed a leap of 1.68 meters for 
third place overall in a hotly 
contested high jump event.

Fuemmeler also qualified 
for the finals in the 200-me-
ter dash; however, he fin-
ished sixth with a time of 
25.93. That time was still 
one-tenth faster than his ef-
fort in the preliminaries.

Two Higbee girls’ relays 
performed well enough in ad-
vancing to sectionals, with 
the 4x100-meter relay group 
taking second in a strong 
time of 56.05 seconds.

The group featured Joey 
Westfall, Madison Eames, 
Raegan Derboven and Hai-
ley Derboven, and they were 
2.2 seconds behind the 
front-runners from Silex. 
However, the quartet raced 
in three-tenths faster than 
New Franklin.

Isabelle Welch joined 
Westfall and the Derbovens 
for a fourth-place finish in the 

4x200-meter relay, clocking 
in at 2:02.23 – two-tenths of 
a second faster than Clopton.

The Higbee girls were 
31 seconds away from also 

qualifying in the 4x800-me-
ter relay. Isabelle Welch also 
placed sixth in the high jump 
(1.37m) to round out the Ti-
gers’ performances.

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

The Moberly and Fulton High School 
girls’ soccer teams played a game fit for 
a fan of defense last Thursday evening 
at Dr. Larry K. Noel Spartan Stadium.

Moberly’s Ella Mathes scored in the 
game’s first 10 minutes, and the Spar-
tans were able to make a 1-0 lead stand 
up for a one-goal victory in North Cen-
tral Missouri Conference action.

“The game against Moberly was a pret-
ty even affair,” said Fulton head girls’ 
soccer coach Bridger Pretz, a former all-
state honorable mention goalkeeper for 
the Spartans.

“Moberly was able to catch us on our 
heels, press us and get an early goal,” 
Pretz added.

Goalkeepers owned this game. Laine 
Ross and Addie Holloway split time for 
Moberly, earning a combination clean 
sheet. Fulton’s Grace Seigel made nine 
saves on 10 Moberly shots.

Mathes’ singular goal was a thing of 
beauty, lofting the ball out of Seigel’s reach 
after a short run into the 18-yard box.

This coming fall, Pretz will return to 
Moberly as the head boys’ soccer coach – 
so this game was particularly bittersweet.

“It was exciting and upsetting,” Pretz 
noted. “No matter who I am playing 
against or who I am coaching for, I want 

to win. I was upset after the game be-
cause I truly think we could have gotten 
something out of the game.”

Pretz said he also was excited because 
the Fulton girls showed improvement in 
a game against a Moberly squad that’s 
better this season in its own right.

Moberly head coach Chris Buckman 
was concerned heading into the game be-
cause an awards presentation at Mober-
ly Area Technical Center forced him to 
juggle the line-up.

“We had to shift people around to cov-
er positions,” the coach commented. 
“Our team came together and made it 
happen. I was impressed with the way 
we played and started connecting pass-
es, even with all the shuffling.”

Maddie Thompson was the cata-
lyst sparking Mathes’ goal. Thompson 
checked back to receive a throw-in, and 
then she sent a pass to Karlie McGee in 
the attacking half of the field.

McGee shuttled the ball to Holloway, 
who playing goalkeeper only during the 
second half. Mathes caught Holloway’s 
pass, and floated it home.

Moberly finished the game with dou-
ble-digit shot attempts. Zaylee Heaton 
and Mathes provided offensive pressure 
and defenders Elizabeth Reisenauer and 
Alexis Cooper stepped up defensively.

On Friday, Moberly traveled to 
Warrenton for a non-league match, and 

the Spartans found themselves on the 
business end of a 4-1 loss.

WHAT'S AHEAD?

This will be a busy week for Moberly, 
with four games in six days – including 
the start of the playoffs.

Moberly (9-10) traveled to Westpha-
lia for a match at Fatima on Monday, 
followed by Tuesday evening’s “Senior 
Night” game with Wright City. The Spar-
tans will play one final home match on 
Friday versus Canton before embarking 
on the playoffs.

On Saturday, Moberly will play Mar-
shall in a first-round match at noon at 
Mexico High School. The Spartans are 
seeded fourth and the Owls fifth.

Other first-round matches on Satur-
day are as follows: Father Tolton Region-
al Catholic versus Boonville at 10 a.m., 
Southern Boone plays Fulton at 2 p.m. 
and Kirksville takes on Mexico at 4 p.m.

Semifinal matches will take place on 
May 17, with the championship match 
at 6 p.m. May 19.

Westran's Brenin Howell heaves the shot put during 

Saturday's Class 2 District 3 meet at Putnam County 

High School in Unionville. Howell qualified for this 

week's sectional meet with a mark of 15.4 meters. 

(Photo by Austin Miller/Kirksville Daily Express)

Higbee's James Smith competes in the discus throw on 

Saturday at the Class 1 District 2 meet at the Bob Mon-

nig Track Complex in Glasgow. White qualified for the 

sectional meet in St. Louis this week with a mark of 

37.08m.
(Photo by Eric Viccaro/Monitor-Index) 

Moberly defender/midfielder Chloe O'Donnell (18) makes 

a play on the ball while pursued by a Fulton player dur-

ing last Thursday's girls' soccer game at Dr. Larry K. Noel 

Spartan Stadium. The Spartans tripped up the Hornets, 

1-0, in this North Central Missouri Conference match.  

(Photo by Eric Viccaro/Monitor-Index)

TRACK AND FIELD
Three Hornets qualify for sectionals

TRACK AND FIELD

Eight Higbee athletes  
punch sectional tickets

GIRLS SOCCER

Moberly nips Fulton in conference play, 1-0

UNIONVILLE – Three 
Westran High School ath-
letes have qualified for this 
Saturday’s sectional meet at 
Monroe City.

This was by virtue of a 
top-four finish at the Class 
2 District 3 meet on Sat-
urday at Putnam County 
High School.

“We had several person-
al records for both the boys 
and girls teams along with 
two school records broken,” 
Westran head coach Aaron 
O’Laughlin noted.

Emma Wortmann estab-
lished a new school record in 
the high jump with a leap of 
1.54 meters en route to qual-
ifying for the sectional meet. 
She placed second overall in 
the event.

Wortmann scored all eight 
of the Hornets’ points on the 
girls’ side.

Brenin Howell continued 
to shine in the shot put, earn-
ing second place with a heave 
of 15.4m.

Quinn Massey was the 
gold standard in the pole 

vault with a spring of 3.2m. 
Thanks to Massey and How-
ell, the Westran boys totaled 
18 points.

O’Laughlin said Massey 
had to enter a jump off to 
win the event, and that’s ex-
actly what he did.

Even though Houston 
Guffey didn’t qualify for the 
sectional meet; he estab-
lished a new school record 
in the javelin with a throw 
of 39.05m.

O’Laughlin also was 
pleased with Bethanny Dol-
lich and Maddie Harvey’s 
performances in the javelin. 
Dollich marked at 30.05m 
for seventh place and Har-
vey was 19th (23.8m).

Langden Kitchen also 
threw well for the Hornets 
in the shot put, marking at 
13.5m in what O’Laughlin 
called “a tough group.”

Roland Brown rounded 
out the best efforts with a 
12.25m performance in the 
triple jump. Relay groups 
and several hurdles also re-
corded new personal-bests.

INFORMATION

TRACK AND FIELD

Class 2 District 3 

At Unionville 

Saturday, May 7

Team Standings

BOYS
1, Monroe City, 81; 2, Highland, 64; 3, Mark Twain, 

58; 4t, Clark County, 48; 4t, Putnam County, 48; 6, 

South Shelby, 46; 7, Milan, 32; 8, Missouri Military 

Academy, 24; 9, Westran, 18; 10t, Scotland County, 

16; 10t, Brookfield, 16; 12t, Marceline, 8; 12t, Salis-

bury, 8; 15t, Van-Far, 6; 15t, Schuyler County, 6

GIRLS
1, Monroe City, 72; 2, Clark County, 69; 3, Mark 

Twain, 48; 4, Brookfield, 46; 5, Marceline, 42; 6, 

Highland, 39; 7, Putnam County, 35; 8, Salisbury, 

34; 10, South Shelby, 32; 11, Schuyler County, 22; 

12, Scotland County, 19; 13, Milan, 7, 14, Westran, 8

INFORMATION 

TRACK AND FIELD

Class 1 District 2 
At Glasgow

BOYS
1, Glasgow, 163.5; 2, Wellsville-Middletown, 111.5; 3, 

Stoutland, 55; 4, New Franklin, 53; 5, Prairie Home, 

48; 6, Richland, 43; 7, Jamestown, 39; 8, Sturgeon, 

37; 9, Higbee, 32; 10, Community, 28; 11, Clopton, 

24; 12, Silex, 22; 13, Newburg, 10; 14, Chamois, 14; 

15, Pilot Grove, 6; 16, St. Elizabeth, 3

GIRLS
1, Silex, 149; 2, Glasgow, 123; 3, Jamestown, 62; 4, 

Calvary Lutheran, 56; 5, Newburg, 49; 6, St. Eliz-

abeth, 41; 7, New Franklin, 40; 8, Wellsville-Mid-

dletown, 38; 9, Richland, 33; 10, Pilot Grove, 31; 11, 

Community, 29; 12, Clopton, 25; 13, Higbee, 22; 14, 

Sturgeon, 18; 15, Stoutland, 10; 16, Prairie Home, 

4; 17, Chamois, 1

DISTRICT ASSIGNMENT 

Class 2 District 6
Host: Mexico
Moberly, Boonville, Father Tolton Regional Catholic, Fulton, Kirks-

ville, Marshall, Mexico and Southern Boone

Saturday, May 14
Noon, Moberly vs. Marshall

Note: Moberly has drawn the No. 4 seed in this district.  

INFORMATION
TRACK AND FIELD

 
North Central Missouri  

Conference 
At Fulton 

Friday, May 6

Team Standings
BOYS
1, Hannibal, 214; 2, Kirksville, 112; 3, Mexico, 99; 

4, Moberly, 66; 5, Fulton, 62; 6, Marshall, 31

GIRLS
1, Hannibal, 183; 2, Moberly, 126; 3, Kirksville, 121; 

4, Marshall, 61; 5, Mexico, 46; 6, Fulton, 44

MOBERLY
Continued from Page A12

CAIRO
Continued from Page A12

long jump (4.39m). And the 
4x400 (Taylor, Wortmann, 
Bailey, Ellison) placed sec-
ond with a season-best time 
of 4:43.97.

As for the boys, Trace Ack-
ley and Gage Wilson qualified 
for sectionals with respec-
tive second- and third-place 
marks of 11.87m and 11.51m. 
Wilson also earned third in 
the discus (34.44m) and 
Head was fourth in the tri-

ple jump, marking at 12.03m.
Wilson Matheis advanced 

in the high jump with a leap 
of 1.75m. Logan Luecke 
punched his ticket to the next 
round with a third-place fin-
ish in the 1,600 run (5:19.04). 
Justin Thrasher also qualified 
in an individual event with a 
fourth-place performance in 
the 200 dash (25.11).

Logan Hankins joined 
Head, Thad Harman and 

INFORMATION
TRACK AND FIELD

Class 1 District 3 
At Glasgow

BOYS
1, Atlanta, 96; 2, Cairo (Northeast), 88; 3, Knox 

County, 87; 4, La Plata, 75; 5, Slater, 56; 6, Marion 

County, 55; 7, North Shelby, 54; 8, Brashear, 48; 9, 

Paris, 47; 10, Brunswick, 35; 11, Bevier, 34; 12, Mad-

ison, 31; 13, Hale, 6; 14, Bucklin, 5; 15, Keytesville, 2

GIRLS
1, Cairo (Northeast), 133; 2, La Plata, 101; 3, Mari-

on County, 66; 4t, North Shelby, 56; 4t, Knox Coun-

ty, 56; 6, Atlanta, 44; 7, Brunswick, 40; 8, Brashear, 

36; 9, Northwestern (Mendon), 29; 10t, Slater, 27; 

10t, Canton, 27; 12, Bevier, 21; 13, Paris, 20; 14, 

Madison, 14; 15, Hale, 5

Thrasher for a gold medal 
in the 4x200 relay (1:37.76), 

rounding out a spectacular 
day for the Bearcats.
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Brian Williams is seated beside Lori Turk at the Moberly Area Community College's board meeting Mon-

day after being sworn in to fill a vacancy. Williams is executive director of Randolph County Caring Com-

munity Partnership and is well known in the Moberly community.  
Photo by Winona Whitaker

Area community college board appoints Williams to fill vacancy
BY WINONA WHITAKERManaging Editor

MOBERLY — The Board of Di-rectors of Moberly Area Commu-nity College appointed Brian Wil-liams of Randolph County Car-ing Community Partnership to its board Monday.Williams will fill out the term of David Weis who died in March after battling brain cancer for 14 months. The seat will be filled by 

election when the term expires in two years.
“It’s really with great honor … that I make the motion,” said Board Vice-President John Cochran when he moved that Williams be appointed to the seat. Williams is a great fam-ily man and a wonderful father fig-ure, Cochran said.A former student of the commu-nity college, Williams is “MACC through and through,” Cochran said. “I can’t think of a better per-

son [to fill the vacancy].”Caring Community has partnered with the community college in the past, Williams said Tuesday from the Caring Community office, so he’s no stranger to the school. “They know the work I’ve done here the past 20 years.”Williams has served on sev-eral boards in the past, he said, and he’s looking forward to learn-ing the ropes at Moberly Area  Community College.
Congresswoman Hartzler's staff makes annual visit to counties

BY WINONA WHITAKERManaging Editor

MOBERLY — A member of U. S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler’s staff visit-ed the Little Dixie Regional Library Wednesday to answer questions for residents of Missouri’s 4th Congres-sional District.Lauren Mann, a field represen-tative from Hartzler’s Columbia 

office, prepared to help residents with questions about such things as taxes, veterans affairs, citizen-ship and Medicare.Hartzler represents 24 counties in central and southwest Missouri, said Mann. Randolph is one of the eastern-most.Hartzler has offices in Columbia, Harrisville and Lebanon, Mann said, but driving to those towns is not con-

venient for many people. So every year, the staff visits the counties in the district.
“[We] come to them instead of making them do that drive,” Mann said. “I cover seven coun-ties for her.”Sometimes 5-15 people show up during staff meetings, Mann said. Other times, no one does. See VISITS Page A2

United Way needs funding requests by June 1 deadlineBY WINONA WHITAKERManaging Editor

MOBERLY — Nonprofit organi-zations have until June 1 to apply for United Way funding for the 2023-2024 year, Director Gina Fowler said Wednesday.Applications are available at the office at 501 W. Rollins in Moberly.The United Way of Randolph County doesn’t give money directly to people in need, Fowler explained. It’s an umbrella organization that takes donations and gives the mon-ey to other service organizations.“We actually vet the agencies,” said Fowler. And the United Way checks up on the organizations to make sure they are spending the money as they said they would.Food banks, women’s shelters, li-braries and senior centers request money from United Way, and a committee of local business peo-ple and board members choose how to distribute it.The yearly awards are divided into monthly payments to meet the on-going requests for help, Fowler said.The amounts United Way gives to organization varies a lot, Fowler said. It depends on the type of program and the needs of the organizations.One organization that receives United Way money is the Randolph County Ministerial Alliance, a group of ministers from different church-es that helps people with financial needs. When the Salvation Army left Moberly this month, the Unit-ed Way board voted to transfer the Salvation Army’s United Way allo-cation to the Ministerial Alliance.“When the Salvation Army left, we knew there were going to be gaps,” said Fowler.The Ministerial Alliance’s benevo-lence fund provides help with utility and water payments, rent, fuel and temporary shelter, said President Patty Miller. The number of people the Alliance can help is dependent on the amount of money donated to the organization, she said.

People who need assistance with temporary housing or paying utili-ty bills or rent can call the Alliance’s help line at 660-998-2807 between 1-3 p.m. Monday through Friday or message the organization on its Facebook page, Miller said.The United Way is already gear-ing up for its yearly campaign, which takes place from Sept. 1 through Nov. 30, said Fowler. “The cam-paign is a big deal because we have a lot of components.”Fowler and other United Way rep-resentatives will talk to the public throughout the summer, said Fowl-er, but presentations to businesses and mass mailing to residents will begin in the fall.One major event in the planning stages is the annual mother-son dance set for Oct. 29, Fowler said. “The city always does father-daugh-ter, so we do mother-son.”Money raised from the dance will help United Way facilitate the Dolly Parton Imagination Library program. The program mails books each month to children up to age five regardless of family income.United Way of Randolph County has 409 children in the program, said Fowler, and it can’t take on more right now because it’s low on funding.
That’s why the United Way has to continue campaigning. When peo-ple know about the need for dona-tions, they are happy to give, Fowl-er said. “The community is wonder-ful. They step up and help.”Many people give during cam-paigns at their work places. Oth-ers donate online at unitedway-randolphcounty.org. Donations can also be mailed to the office at 501 W. Rollins, P.O. Box 576, Moberly, MO 65270.“A donation to the United Way helps the entire community,” Fowler said. “The money stays right here.”The United Way also needs volun-teers. “We’re always looking for that type of help as well,” said Fowler.

See EXPLORES Page A2

County explores options for $5 million 
Commissioners’ wish list includes new health services building, 911 upgradeBY WINONA WHITAKERManaging Editor

HUNTSVILLE — Randolph County Commissioners are pre-paring to build again, and this time they won’t need to ask voters for the money.
A new ruling on use of federal funds from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 will allow the com-missioners to spend the $5 million allotted to Randolph County on a new health services building, Pre-siding Commissioner John Trues-dell said Wednesday.The commissioners are evalu-ating a request for proposal for the project.The county could provide county health services, such as screenings and inoculations at the new facility, said Truesdell. It could house disas-ter recovery and temporary shelter services as well.Jury pools could be seated in the building even when the pool is over 

100, said Truesdell. Currently the only building large enough for vet-ting that many people is the Moberly Municipal Building, he said. Jurors have to be transported from there to the courthouse in Huntsville.The new building would also add storage space. The county could move records out of the lower lev-el of the administration building in Huntsville to the new building. The current storage space could house the county’s public defender’s office, creating more space for private con-versations between attorneys and clients prior to trial, Truesdell said.Right now Randolph County rents a facility on the north end of Moberly for its public defenders. When attor-neys get to the courthouse, they find limited space for private conversa-tions with their clients, Truesdell said.The courthouse and administra-tion building are only five years old, said Truesdell. But the county out-grew it before it was finished.Consultants gave commissioners 

a certain price tag for the building, and voters approved the spending. But bids came in nearly twice as high as the bond amount, said Truesdell, so the county had to make cuts to its original design.

“It’s served its first and princi-pal goal,” said Truesdell. The facil-ity centralized services that were formerly spread over six different locations. It save the county thou-sands of dollars, he said.

With new money from the feder-al government, the county can build another facility without raising tax-es or asking voters for another bond 

Presiding Commissioner John Truesdell, left, and Eastern District Commissioner John Tracy discuss Ran-

dolph County business during a regular county commission meeting Wednesday. The commission dis-

cussed upgrading its 911 emergency system and building a health services facility.
 Photo by Winona Whitaker
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FARM
Continued from Page A1

Summer reading is not for 
children only, El-Jayyousi said. 
Teenagers and adults can also 
win prizes for reading this sum-
mer. Anyone interested in the 
program should sign up at 
ldrl.org/beanstack or on the 
Beanstack app. 

Gaylene Meyers purchased a 
basil plant from Kadie Crivello 
of Mid Rivers Bloom Co. Mey-
ers likes to pair the herb with 
sungold tomatoes straight from 
the garden, she said.

Mid Rivers, based in Hunts-
ville, is a fourth-generation 
family farm that specializes in 
native trees, bare root plants, 
cut flowers and specialty pro-
duce, according to farmer’s 
market organizers.

“I have not been to a [farm-
er’s] market in 10 years,” Crivel-
lo said Thursday. She likes hav-
ing an option closer to home 
than Columbia, she said, and 
getting out into the commu-

nity is nice after being locked 
up during COVID.

Candace Rodman, nutrition 
and health specialist for the 
extension office, cut strawber-
ries and cooked asparagus for 
visitors to sample. Handouts 
explained how to plant, care 
for and prepare the fresh fruit 
and vegetable.

Other vendors at the farm-
er’s market included Bloom: 
Cut Flowers, a small family 
farm outside Huntsville op-
erated by Amanda Quinn, her 
husband and her mother; Sun-
set Acres, a family farm in Stur-
geon that specializes in home-
grown vegetables and flowers; 
and Prim Goods, which sells 
lip balms, sugar scrubs and lo-
tions handmade by students at 
Primrose Hill Teen Challenge.

The next market will be 
Thursday, June 9, from 4-8 
p.m. at the Fennel in the 300 
block of Clark Street in Moberly.

FDA chief suggests infant formula stockpile 
BY JENNIFER SHUTT
Missouri Independent

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government 
should consider creating a stockpile of in-
fant formula to avoid the possibility of fu-
ture shortages, the head of the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration told a Senate commit-
tee on Thursday. 

Commissioner Robert Califf said during 
his third hearing on Capitol Hill about the 
months-long shortage that his agency and 
lawmakers really need to consider such an 
initiative after the current crisis is relieved.

“The big question that, I think, is going to 
have to be addressed is, do we create a stock-
pile as a backup in case something doesn’t 
work in the future,” Califf said.

In about two months, Califf said, he expects 
infant formula manufacturers will begin to 
produce a surplus. At that time, the federal 
government will need to decide if it wants to 
“maintain that surplus as a government ac-
tivity for the foreseeable future.”

He and lawmakers did not discuss whether a 

stockpile would need congressional approval.
The current infant formula shortage began 

in mid-February after Abbott Laboratories is-
sued a recall of products produced at its St-
urgis, Michigan, facility.

In the five months leading up to the plant 
shutdown, the FDA received a whistleblow-
er report about unsanitary conditions at the 
facility, four infants became ill with Crono-
bacter infections, with at least two of them 
dying, and an FDA inspection of the facili-
ty in late January found several violations. 

Among the issues at the Abbott infant for-
mula facility were

Standing water.
Cracks in key equipment that could have 

allowed bacterial contamination to persist.
Leaks in the roof.
Previous citations for inadequate hand-washing.
Bacteria growing from multiple sites.
 “A disappointing lack of attention to the 

culture of safety.”
No evidence of malfeasance
Califf testified before a U.S. House commit-

tee on Wednesday that he’s so far found no 

evidence of intentional delay or malfeasance 
within the FDA, despite the slow response.

He repeated that statement Thursday while 
testifying before the U.S. Senate Health Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions Committee. 

Washington Democratic Sen. Patty Mur-
ray, chair of the panel, said the fact she 
needed to hold the hearing, the fact store 
shelves continue to be empty and the fact 
that babies throughout the country are  
going hungry represented a “massive,  
unacceptable failure.”

Ranking member Richard Burr, a North 
Carolina Republican, said it was time for Con-
gress to “hold the FDA accountable.”

“This is a sad story about the FDA’s unwill-
ingness and inability to do their job,” Burr said. 

Califf testified that “there are systemic is-
sues at FDA and in our interactions with the 
industry and in our authorities that need to 
be corrected.”

He then said the FDA has a plan to address 
those issues, but when pressed by Murray about 
sharing the plan with Congress, Califf said he 
couldn’t give her an exact date for when FDA 

could share the plan since it’s not written down. 
Supply chains
In addition to suggesting U.S. lawmakers 

and the FDA consider creating an infant for-
mula stockpile, Califf said his agency needs 
better insight into the different infant formu-
la manufacturers’ supply chains. 

At the moment, Califf testified, infant for-
mula manufacturers are not required to tell the 
FDA when they have an impending shortage, 
or when they find contamination in a sample 
at their facility that has not yet been shipped 
out. The companies are also not mandated to 
have a back-up plan, or a contingency plan to 
avoid a shortage if the plant goes offline. 

“​​If that plant had been hit by a tornado, 
instead of a quality problem, the same is-
sue would be in front of us now,” Califf said.

If the “FDA had insight into the supply 
chains and how they fit together,” Califf said, 
“the likelihood we would need the stockpile 
would be quite low.”

“Between stockpiling and having a resilient 
system we should be able to prevent this from 
happening again,” Califf said.  

PHONES
Continued from Page A1

lenient are considered cool. A 
schoolwide ban would eliminate 
the pressure teachers might feel 
to change their policies.

Students will still learn to 
be tech savvy in the techni-
cal world they live in, said 
El-Kurbu. Chromebooks will 
provide that.

Students can still call par-
ents in an emergency, and 
parents can call students. 
They’ll simply have to call the 
office rather than students’ 
cell phones, said El-Kurbu.

Parents and students can 
also communicate via email, 
which students can access 
on their Chromebooks, said 
El-Kurbu. But cyberbully-
ing is less likely on  Chrome-
books. “We can monitor 
them with GoGuardian.”

GoGuardian is an educa-
tion technology company that 
monitors students’ online ac-
tivities and filters content.

Teachers do more polic-
ing than teaching in the class-
room, social science teach-

er Emily Beaston said. “We 
set those rules, and we are on 
[the students, but] the con-
sequences are not there.” A 
policy banning cell phones 
will provide disciplinary ac-
tion for violation of the rule.

Students need to commu-
nicate in person, not through 
text, said Beaston. “We need 
to gain some skills back.”

Policies that govern dress 
codes, attendance and cell 
phones all prepare students 
for the workforce, said Haag. 
“These are all career readi-
ness standards,” she said. “It’s 
our job to instill those things.”

Employers struggle to find 
young employees who un-
derstand those standards, 
Haag said.

The ban won’t be new for 
future students. “We’re in line 
with the middle school who 
already does this,” said Haag.

“I’m 100% in favor,” said 
School Board President 
Heather Cleavinger. “Aca-
demics are important.”

Language Arts teacher Sabria El-Kurbu tells the Moberly 
School Board why high school teachers want to ban cell 
phones in their classrooms. The high school will require 
students to keep their cell phones in their lockers during 
the school day.�  Photo by Winona Whitaker

9 monkeypox cases reported in seven states; CDC urges awareness
BY JENNIFER SHUTT
Missouri Independent

Monkeypox cases are slow-
ly increasing throughout the 
United States, though public 
health officials said Thursday 
they have the tools needed to 
diagnose, treat and contain 
the virus that’s mostly spread 
by skin-to-skin contact.

Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention Direc-
tor Rochelle Walensky said 
during a briefing that there 
are now nine diagnosed cas-
es in seven states, a slight 
increase from earlier in the 
week. Not all of the cases 
are travel related, leading 
officials to presume that 
community spread is now 
taking place.

As of Wednesday the CDC 

had confirmed monkeypox 
cases in California, Flor-
ida, Massachusetts, New  
York, Utah, Virginia and 
Washington state.

The cases so far, Walen-
sky said, have presented in 
gay and bisexual men with-
in the United States, but 
she cautioned that disease 
transmission is “not con-
tained within social net-

works, and the risk of ex-
posure is not limited to any 
one particular group.”

“While some groups may 
have a greater chance of ex-
posure right now, infectious 
diseases do not care about 
state or international bor-
ders,” she said.

The Virginia case, howev-
er, was diagnosed in a wom-
an, according to the Virginia 

Department of Health. The 
CDC later clarified to Virgin-
ia Mercury that officials mis-
spoke during their briefing 
and that the Virginia patient 
is in fact female.

CDC officials said earlier 
this week that they’d con-
firmed one case in a Mas-
sachusetts man and were 
waiting on lab results to 
confirm what officials ex-

pected was one case in Flor-
ida, one in New York City 
and two in Utah.

White House Pandemic Of-
fice coordinator Raj Panja-
bi said during the Thursday 
briefing that officials are ex-
plaining the signs and symp-
toms of monkeypox to doc-
tors and hoping that every-
day citizens will begin to learn 
about the virus as well.



moberlymonitor.com       Wednesday, June 1, 2022       A3NEWS

208 W. Reed St., Suite 201
P.O. Box 697

Moberly, MO 65270
660-263-4123

Office hours: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Wednesday edition: Noon on Mondays
Saturday edition: Noon on Thursdays

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
$60 - For Randolph County addresses

$70 - Elsewhere in Missouri
$80 - Out of state

(all include sales tax)
EZ Pay available at 3, 6 and 12 months

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT
MOBERLY, MO 65270

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to
The Moberly Monitor-Index, P.O. Box 697, Moberly, MO 65270

copywrite Wesplex Media Group, LLC

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editor should be emailed to news@
moberlymonitor.com or mailed to the Moberly Monitor-
Index, P.O. Box 697, Moberly, MO 65270. They are always 
welcome. Your letter should be signed and your daytime 
phone number included (the phone number will not be 
published). It should be brief (one typed page or two pages 
handwritten), typed if possi-ble (please not in all capital 
letters) or clearly hand written. Letters should be in our 
office by Friday prior to the week you would like to have 
it included in the paper. The let-ters can be edited. Neither 
libelous material or personal attacks are allowed. Readers 
are limited to one letter per month. Political endorsement 
letters will be charged at the political ad rate. All letters are 
published at the discretion of the editor.

STAFF
Tim Schmidt

Publisher
tim@mystandardnews.com

Eric Viccaro
Sports Editor

sports@moberlymonitor.com

Winona Whitaker
Managing Editor

editor@moberlymonitor.com

Michelle Freeman
Office Assistant

circulation@moberlymonitor.com

Linn County, Missouri
LAND AUCTION

Monday, June 27, 2022 at 10:00 AM

Property is located approximately 6 miles northwest of New Boston, 
MO or approximately 3 miles south of Winigan, MO in Sections 21 & 22, 
T60N•R18W, North Salem Township, Linn County, MO.

FARM REPRESENTS WELL-MAINTAINED FARMLAND CURRENTLY 
IN IMPROVED PASTURELAND/HAY PRODUCTION WITH SEVERAL 

OUTBUILDINGS, NICE LAKES, QUALITY FENCING & CROSS FENCING, 
CATTLE FACILITIES AND A VERY NICE COUNTRY HOME.

396 ACRES± (subject to survey)
SELLING IN 5 TRACTS

VIRTUAL ONLINE

Elwyn & Iola Newendyke Estates
Representing Attorney: Robert Cowherd

Chapman and Cowherd, P.C.
903 Jackson Street | P.O. Box 228 | Chillicothe, MO 64601 | (660) 646-0627

Closing & Title Work: Professional Land Title Company
113 East Brooks Street | Brookfield, MO 64628 | (660) 258-3125

Land Auction Managers:
Bill Fretwell (660) 341-7735 & Jennifer Wood (217) 257-8812

Personal Property Auction Manager: Dale Jones (309) 299-6400

Equipment will sell timed online @ 12:00 Noon

Sat., June 11 • 10 AM - 3 PM
12309 State Hwy HH | New Boston, MO

Real Estate & Equipment Open House/Viewing

– TO SELL TIMED ONLINE @ 12:00 NOON –
TRACTOR | VEHICLES | UTV | ATV’S | LAWN MOWER | FARM EQUIPMENT

TOOLS AS WELL AS FURNITURE AND OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY – 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE OFTEN FOR A MORE DETAILED LIST!

www.sullivanauctioneers.com

Fifth grade Westran students who made the A/B honor roll pose for a group photo. In 
front, from left, are  Brayden Goble, Gracie Wilkinson, Kendall Martin and Brilea Har-
ris. In the middle row, from left, are Addison Garnett, Makenzie Dignan, Kylee Fish, Lily 
McCloud and Brayden Pearon. In the back, from left, are Isabel Anthes, Will Bollman, 
Garrett Hils, Conner Davis, Jason Wohlgemuth and David Bollman.

Westran Elementary 
announces honor rolls

HUNTSVILLE — Westran Elementary 
School recently announced its fourth quar-
ter honor rolls.

Fourth grade students who made the A hon-
or roll were Aizleigh Hill, Abigail McAdams, 
Brooke Roberts, Mason Veal, Lennon Win-
terbower and Preah Matthews.

Fourth grade students who made  the A/B 
honor roll were Emma Land, Dylan Lierly, 
Leighton Maag, Lily Smith, Mason Strub. 
Granden Lake, Arianna Adkison, Alex Rippel, 
Waylon Sly, Jace Prather, Makenna Stuffle-
bean. Berklee Taylor, Will Colley, Kensley 
Goble, Karissa Hayes, Chase Lakey, Mattie 
Arends, Ava Fuemmeler. Anna Drewery and 

Aneica Barney.
Fifth graders on the A honor roll are Katie 

Henderson, Kami Humphrey, Jayda Miller-
Settle, Conner Patrick, Kendrynn Fuemmel-
er, Emmalee Kertz, Makenna Farris, Evan 
Barnett, Sophie Winkler, Kiptyn Payton and 
Huntley Meyer.

Fifth graders who made the A/B hon-
or roll are Brayden Goble, Gracie Wilkin-
son, Kendall Martin, Brilea Harris, Addi-
son Garnett, Makenzie Dignan, Kylee Fish, 
Lily McCloud, Brayden Pearon, Isabel An-
thes, Will Bollman, Garrett Hils, Conner 
Davis, Jason Wohlgemuth, David Bollman 
and James Smith. 

Northeast students nab more than $170,000 in scholarships
CAIRO — Northeast 

R-IV High School seniors 
received $172,275 in schol-
arships, the district an-
nounced last month.

Trace Ackley received the 
General John J Pershing 
Scholarship, Macon Elec-
tric Youth Tour Scholarship, 
Music Boosters Scholarship, 
Herman Prather Scholar-
ship, Chris Callahan Memo-
rial Scholarship, Nola Go-
odrich Scholarship, FBLA 
Scholarship, Orscheln In-
dustries Scholarship and A+ 
Schools Program Grant.

Brannoc Baumann earned 
the Mr. CHS Scholarship, 
Jacksonville/Cairo Unity 
Scholarship and A+ Schools 
Program Grant.

Isaac Brockman received 
the Welding Institute of 
Missouri Scholarship, Mu-

sic Boosters Scholarship, 
Randolph County Commu-
nity and Family Scholar-
ship, Lioness Scholarship, 
AECI Scholarship, CTA Gift, 
Orscheln Outstanding Stu-
dent Scholarship and an A+ 
Schools Program Grant.

Maddie Creed received 
the United Credit Union 
Scholarship and an A+ 
Schools Program Grant.

Tyler Davis was awarded 
the Russell Bolden Memo-
rial Scholarship, Tamara P. 
Shepherd Memorial Schol-
arship, Dolen Family Schol-
arship, Johnathan Gittemei-
er Memorial Scholarship 
and an A+ grant.

Brandon Dennis received 
an Indian Hills Community 
College Foundation Com-
puter Software Develop-
ment Scholarship and an 

A+ grant.
Stephen Donald earned 

the Presidential Scholarship 
at Lake Forest College and 
an A+ grant.

Justyn Gittemeier was 
awarded a Mr. CHS Schol-
arship and an A+ grant.

Lilly Hale received a 
MACC Superintendent’s 
Scholarship, Melvin Ko-
rnegger Scholarship, Stu-
dent Council Scholarship, 
Noel and Linda Keen Me-
morial Scholarship and an 
A+ grant.

Thad Harman earned the 
Cornell Leadership Schol-
arship, Chancellor’s Schol-
arship of Mizzou, Mis-
souri High School Base-
ball Coaches Association 
Scholarship, Mizzou Hon-
ors College Scholars and Fel-
lows Scholarship, Student 

Council Scholarship, Stu-
dent Council Scholarship, 
FBLA Scholarship, Orscheln 
Industries Scholarship, Ste-
phen Bragg Memorial Schol-
arship, Bright Flight Schol-
arship and A+ grant.

Carly Hunsaker- Macon 
Electric Youth Tour Schol-
arship, Music Boosters 
Scholarship, Bulldog Leg-
acy Scholarship, Truman 
A+ Scholarship, TruMer-
it Scholarship, President’s 
Honorary Scholarship and 
an A+ grant.

Loretta Joseph earned the 
MFA Foundation Scholar-
ship, Northwest Missouri 
State University Merit 
Scholarship, Hummert In-
ternational Horticulture 
Student Award and A+ 
grant.

Ian Mollick was award-

ed an Indian Hills Com-
munity College Foundation 
Computer Software Devel-
opment Scholarship and an 
A+ grant.

Jack Prewett was given 
a Moberly Area Communi-
ty College Baseball Schol-
arship, MACC Superinten-
dent’s Scholarship, Byron 
Allen Memorial Scholarship, 
Mr. CHS Scholarship, Ste-
phen Bragg Memorial Schol-
arship, Noel and Linda Keen 
Memorial Scholarship and 
an A+ grant.

Conner Adams, Tyler 
Luntsford, Breanne Moore, 
Brandon Schumann and 
Isaac Steward were awarded 
A+ Schools Program Grants.

Morgan Taylor received 
the Missouri Association of 
Rural Education Scholar-
ship, Missouri Association 
of School Educators Schol-
arship, CTA Administration 

Scholarship, Noel and Lin-
da Keen Memorial Scholar-
ship, Macon Electric Coop-
erative Scholarship, Johna-
than Gittemeier Memorial 
Scholarship and A+ Schools 
Program Grant.

Matt Wheeler received a 
Skills USA Scholarship.

Gage Wilson was given 
the Bulldog Legacy Schol-
arship, Truman A+ Schol-
arship, TruMerit Scholar-
ship, President’s Honorary 
Scholarship, Mr. CHS Schol-
arship and A+ Schools Pro-
gram Scholarship.

Morgan Wortmann 
earned a Music Boosters 
Scholarship, Plato’s Closet 
Scholarship, Griffon Guar-
antee Scholarship, CTA Gift, 
Nola Goodrich Scholarship 
and A+ grant.

Austin Wright received a 
Mr. CHS Scholarship and 
an A+ grant.

Moberly tech center names 
students of the month

MOBERLY — Moberly 
Area Tech Center recently 
announced its students of the 
month for March and April.

March students of the 
month are Kyler Bruck-
er, Hunter Boots, Lane 
Schumann, Christian De-
Wolfe, Rylie Snell, Brayden 
Hopper, Carter Hamilton, 
Austin Richardson, Payton 

Hess, Lauren Kitchen and 
Brayden Price.

For April, Conner Tenney, 
Christian Chester, Emma 
Seidel, Julia Tuggle, Sophia 
Boggan, Camden Murray, 
Abigail Richardson, Wilson 
Matheis, Isaac Brockman, 
Tyler Luntsford and Matt 
Wheeler where students of 
the month.

USDA relaxes conservation program rules
BY JARED STRONG
Missouri Independent

Agricultural landowners 
who are not renewing their 
agreements this year with the 
federal government to keep 
their land out of production 
have the ability to put that 
land back to work earlier, a 
potential boost to wheat and 
other crop production amid 
global shortages, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture an-
nounced Thursday.

Those who have land en-
rolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program now have 
the option to terminate their 
contract early if they are in 
the final year of the contract. 
Under normal circumstanc-
es, landowners would have to 
wait until October to put the 
CRP land back into produc-
tion or would be required to 
repay the money they’ve re-
ceived from the program.

“They can now voluntari-
ly terminate without pen-
alty for those acres that are 
coming out of that program,” 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack told a U.S. Sen-
ate committee on Thursday, 
“so that they’d be in a posi-
tion to do work now on that 
land, to either prepare it for 
a crop or to potentially think 
about other crops that can be 
grown during the course of 
the winter.”

He said the equivalent of 
about 1 million acres of ag-

ricultural land is leaving the 
program this year — the dif-
ference between the acres 
that are expiring and the 
newly enrolled acres this year. 
In March, about 22.1 million 
acres were actively enrolled, 
according to USDA data.

President Joe Biden has 
warned that people “are go-
ing to starve to death” if mil-
lions of tons of wheat and 
corn in Ukraine is unable to 
be exported because of the 
ongoing Russian invasion, 
which began more than three 
months ago.

Ukraine is a significant pro-
ducer and exporter of those 
crops, much of which is sold 
to African nations. Ukrai-
nian officials have accused 
Russian troops of destroy-
ing farms and stealing grain 
and equipment. It’s not yet 
clear how much the war will 
affect Ukraine’s crop produc-
tion this year.

Agriculture groups such as 
the American Farm Bureau 
Federation have been pining 
for months for the USDA to 
release CRP farmland back 
into production without pen-
alty to help boost the global 
food supply.

In letters to CRP landown-
ers this week, the USDA of-
fered early terminations to 
those who hadn’t renewed 
their enrollment.

Russian President Vladi-
mir “Putin’s unjustified in-
vasion of Ukraine has cut 

off a critical source of wheat, 
corn, barley, oilseeds and 
cooking oil, and we’ve heard 
from many producers who 
want to better understand 
their options to help re-
spond to global food needs,” 
Zach Ducheneaux, adminis-
trator of USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency, said in a press 
release Thursday. “This an-
nouncement will help pro-
ducers make informed deci-
sions about land use and con-
servation options.”

CRP contracts typically 
last for 10 to 15 years. Land-
owners set aside the land to 
reduce soil erosion and im-
prove water quality and wild-
life habitat, and the govern-
ment pays them per acre. 
Those rental payments vary 
widely, depending on where 
the land is located.

Payments for Iowa land 
have the highest average at 
about $234 per acre, accord-
ing to a recent USDA report. 
Payments for Nevada land 
were the lowest at about $10 
per acre.

Landowners can end those 
contracts whenever they 
chose, but they must repay 
the rental payments with in-
terest and face a potential ad-
ditional penalty. The USDA 
periodically offers early ter-
mination without repayment 
or penalty. In 2017, the de-
partment offered it to cer-
tain landowners to encour-
age land sales to new farm-

ers and ranchers.
“I think it’s a great step in 

the right direction, but I be-
lieve that we can do more,” 
U.S. Sen. John Boozman, R-
Arkansas, told Vilsack during 
a Senate agriculture commit-
tee meeting Thursday, which 
was convened to address the 
challenges facing farmers and 
rural communities.

Boozman said early ter-
minations should be more 
broadly offered to CRP par-
ticipants to “allow potential-
ly millions of acres to return 
to food production.”

Vilsack said the USDA is 
seeking to balance short-
term and long-term global 
food concerns — especial-
ly as they pertain to climate 
change — and that CRP’s em-
phasis is on less desirable ag-
ricultural land.

“We basically have been 
focusing on highly erod-
ible areas,” Vilsack said, 
“areas that are not  
particularly productive.”

Sen. John Hoeven, R-
North Dakota, said the USDA 
should offer to supplement 
potential crop insurance pay-
ments to farmers who are late 
to plant this year.

Corn planting in North Da-
kota has been severely de-
layed this year by wet weath-
er. Just 20% of the state’s 
corn had been planted as of 
Sunday, compared to the five-
year average of 66%, accord-
ing to a recent USDA report.

Drawn out of district, Democrat drops out of race
BY RUDI KELLER
Missouri Independent

Democrat Ben Samuels on Friday became the second Mis-
souri congressional candidate in a strong position for their 
party’s nomination to abandon a campaign because of new-
ly drawn district maps.

Samuels, the leading fundraiser in the 2nd District Demo-
cratic primary, announced he was quitting the race because 
his home is now within the 1st District.

“After months of dragging its feet, the Missouri Gen-
eral Assembly passed a new congressional map with no 
regard for fairness or representativeness,” Samuels said 
in a news release. “Instead, they drew a map designed 
to give Ann Wagner a ‘more secure’ district and to draw 
me out of it.”

Wagner, a Republican, has represented the 2nd District 
since 2013. Samuels had raised more than $1.1 million, and 
had almost $840,000 on hand by March 31. Of the two other 

candidates in the Democratic primary, state Rep. Tirsh Gun-
by, D-Ballwin, had raised $313,681 and Ray Reed had not re-
ported any donations.

Gunby reacted to the withdrawal Friday morning with a 
news release stating she is confident she can defeat Wagner 
even with the extra Republican voters.

“The path is clearing up for Trish to take on and defeat Ann 
Wagner this November,” the release stated.

Wagner had $1.8 million on hand March 31.
Samuels joins state Rep. Sara Walsh, R-Ashland, on the 

list of candidates who ended their campaigns after the dis-
trict maps were finalized. Walsh was seeking the GOP nom-
ination in the 4th District. The final map put her home and 
legislative constituents into the 3rd District.

When Samuels filed for office on Feb. 22, the Missouri 
Senate was already locked in a filibuster begun by a minor-
ity of Republican senators demanding changes to a House-
passed map that would allow the GOP to win seven of the 
state’s eight districts.



BY WINONA WHITAKER
Managing Editor

I write a weekly column be-
cause I believe a managing ed-
itor should do so. It’s not that 
I don’t enjoy it. I do.

But I weighed the decision 
carefully before I 
made the commit-
ment.

When I wrote 
a column in the 
1980s in the Daily 
Iowegian, I some-
times wrote about 
my personal life, 
as when I got a kit-
ten or reviewed the 
movie “Rambo.” 
But other times, I 
gave my opinion of 
political issues.

That’s the scary part of writ-
ing a column. I believe that the 
free exchange of ideas is im-
portant to a functioning soci-
ety, but I asked myself when 
I joined the Monitor-Index if 
I really wanted to revisit the 
backlash that comes with writ-
ing about political issues.

I decided that I will. No 
one wants to be verbally at-
tacked. It’s not pleasant. That’s 
why bullying and peer pres-
sure work to silence oppos-
ing views.

But we don’t need silence. 
We need honest, open discus-
sion. I have to stand for that 
regardless of how unpleasant 
the consequences are.

The freedom to express our 
opinions is necessary if we are 

going to live together as a so-
ciety. If we silence opposing 
views, we make understanding 
one another impossible. If we 
can’t respect and tolerate dif-
ferences of opinions, we can-
not respect and tolerate one 
another as people.

Paramount to 
understanding one 
another is under-
standing the mean-
ings of words we 
use. Before we can 
debate immigra-
tion, we have to de-
fine it. If we discuss 
white supremacy, 
we have to agree 
on what we mean 
by that phrase.

We can’t discuss 
things if we aren’t allowed to 
define words or if we refuse to  
define them. Even if we use a 
euphemism, we must agree 
to what it means in our dis-
cussion.

When defining words be-
come taboo, conversation be-
comes impossible. If we can’t 
define the word woman, we 
can’t discuss women’s issues.

Some subjects have been 
made off limits all together. 
We can’t understand problems 
if we can’t discuss them, and 
if we can’t understand them, 
we can’t solve them.

I taught my children the 
concepts of logic. I taught 
them how to reason, to get 
from point A to point B. I told 
them that they need to under-
stand why they believe what 

they believe, and they need to 
be able to explain it to others.

My son once told me he 
didn’t like that he could nev-
er beat me in an argument. 
The purpose of debating isn’t 
to win, though sometimes we 
do. The purpose isn’t to change 
a person’s mind, though that 
sometimes happens.

The purpose of discussion 
is understanding.

We have to listen to one an-
other so we can live together. 
We can’t have a functioning so-
ciety if we ignore entire groups 
and their opinions.

If we write people off as rad-
ical and bigoted, if we declare 
their opinions to be misinfor-
mation and their beliefs to be 
a threat to democracy, we strip 
their humanity from them and 
make hating them acceptable.

That doesn’t bring harmony 

or peace to a society. It brings 
violence and unrest.

Most people can’t explain 
why they believe what they 
believe. Convince the masses 
that good people believe what 
you believe and bad people dis-
agree with you, and they em-
brace your opinions just to feel 
good about themselves.

That’s how governments 
control people. They silence 
us. Without discussion, there 
is no sedition. Without dissen-
sion, there is no revolution. La-
beling your political enemies 
as bad is easier than arguing 
for a destructive policy.

Silencing debate will destroy 
a civilization faster than any 
other evil because it removes 
the means of developing re-
spect for one another and find-
ing compromises that allow us 
to live together in peace.

Opinion

Above all else, we must keep talkingWilliam (Bill) Nelson, 74, of Columbia, formerly of 
Moberly, passed away Wednesday, May 25, 2022. 

Funeral services and Military Honors celebrating and 
honoring Bill’s life were held Saturday, May 28, 2022, at 
Oakland Cemetery. A visitation was held prior to burial. 

Cater Funeral Home served the family. 
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WINONA  
WHITAKER

BY DERREL EHRLICK
Missouri Independent

After the school shooting in Texas, I realized that I was 
about the only columnist in America that didn’t talk to my 
kids about it within 24 hours of event.

Sure, I’ll cop to being a mediocre parent, but not for 
that reason.

Instead, after years–literally decades–of reporting, edit-
ing and reading stories about guns being used against chil-
dren, I’m completely numb. The trauma barely registers and 
that’s, at best, tacky to say.

But, it’s also an urgent indicator of the necessity to do some-
thing. That I check social media to see which blusterpot pol-
itician can talk about praying and thinking good thoughts is 
so cynical, while the thought of losing a child to gun violence 
should consume my attention.

Quite frankly, I am sick and tired of “thoughts and 
prayers” response.

To quote kids today: Just stop.
If anyone was sincerely committed to thoughts and prayers, 

the situation would have been radically changed by now. I say 
this as a gun owner who supports basic checks on our free-
dom to own guns. 

Freedom is anarchy and chaos without some measure of 
responsibility. And, our unyielding worship of guns borders 
on pathological.

If politicians were sincere about the “thoughts” part, they’d 
think through the pain of the parents, the loss of innocent 
lives and devise reasonable solutions and safeguards. After 
all, guns are like automobiles, implements that can be used 
to improve our lives, but without reasonable rules and safe-
guards, they’re killing machines. 

And yet, every time some politician urges that ol’ “thoughts 
and prayers” line, they never oblige us with any kind of mean-
ingful thought, discourse or discussion on what they pon-

dered as families planned funerals for their grade-schoolers.
Count me in when it comes to wanting to hear more about 

their thoughts in relation to school shootings, and why they 
seem incapable of even the most basic protections.

As far as the prayers portion of the “thoughts-and-prayer” 
approach, might I suggest the problem isn’t with the ap-
proach, but the technique?

Here’s what I mean: Maybe politicians are so used to us-
ing their mouths that even during the personal act of pray-
ing, they’re not listening. Maybe instead of talking to God, 
they should listen more.

As much as I would like for politicians not to implicate God 
in the bargain every time they talk about praying, maybe the 
problem is too much talking.

And even though it’s dangerous, bordering on blasphe-
mous, to assume to know how God may respond in any sit-
uation, I would like to think if all those politicians were re-
ally praying so earnestly and fervently that they would hear 
the unmistakable sound of the holy urging them to take ac-
tion to protect the little children.

After all, it was Jesus who rebuked his disciples saying, “Let 
the little children come to me; do not harm them.”

For all the biblical ambiguity that exists, Jesus is repeated-
ly clear on what happens to those who hurt children.

I cannot imagine that even if, in those half-moments of si-
lence as politicians are catching their breath while feverishly 
praying, God interjects and says, “Protect the Second Amend-
ment at all costs.” That seems incongruent with the same re-
ligion that discusses turning swords into ploughshares.

Using the phrase “thoughts and prayers” is a disservice to 
both, which are vitally important during this discussion. Yet 
those clever politicians have figured that it is a magical in-
cantation which thwarts more substantive questions from 
the public hungry for action.

 Because, you know, no one would be so brazen as to 
question a politician’s sincerity during a national tragedy. 
No one would suggest their words are hypocritical, pander-
ing or insincere.

Well, almost no one.
I am dismissing and rejecting any politician–Democrat or 

Republican–who offers thoughts and prayers as the antidote 
to gunning down children.

It’s as meaningless and nonsensical as prescribing medi-
tation and scripture for DUI accidents.

Americans get the government they are willing to toler-
ate, so after all these thoughts and prayers, it’s time to de-
mand more. Leaving it to God is punting responsibility, 
shifting the problem of gun violence from humans to the 
supernatural. It has allowed far too many politicians to 
embrace religion and killing, two ideas diametrically op-
posed to each other.

Sadly, I fear God has plenty of other work keeping him oc-
cupied right now, like welcoming in nearly two dozen chil-
dren and people who were cut down early in the wake of the 
Texas tragedy. And I just hope for them and their families 
that Jesus’ words about kids are absolutely true: For theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.

This commentary was originally published by the Daily 
Montanan, a States Newsroom affiliate.

Opinion
Thoughts and prayers of a different kind

Freedom is anarchy and chaos without some measure of 
responsibility. And, our unyielding worship of guns borders 
on pathological.

Missouri health agency 
appeals $170,000 ruling
BY TESSA WEINBERG
Missouri Independent

Missouri’s health depart-
ment is appealing a Cole 
County judge’s ruling that put 
the state on the hook to pay 
at least $170,000 in Planned 
Parenthood’s legal fees.

The state intends to ar-
gue to the Missouri Court 
of Appeals in the Western 
District that Cole County 
Circuit Court Judge Jon 
Beetem erred by awarding 
attorney’s fees and expens-
es to Reproductive Health 
Services of Planned Parent-
hood of the St. Louis Region 
and denying the health de-
partment’s request to re-
open the case and pursue 
additional discovery, ac-
cording to the notice of 
appeal filed Wednesday by 
Deputy Solicitor General 
Maria Lanahan.

In April, Beetem affirmed 
an administrative court’s 
ruling that the Department 
of Health and Senior Ser-
vices must pay Planned 
Parenthood for the nearly 
$162,000 it accrued defend-
ing itself after the state chose 
not to renew its license in 
2019, and for the about 
$8,000 it incurred as a re-
sult of the litigation arising 
from the fees dispute.

Beetem also reversed the 
administrative court’s pri-
or decision regarding the 
award of other expenses, 
and directed the commis-
sion to determine whether 
the costs, which total a little 

over $88,000, were reason-
able and if so to grant them 
to Planned Parenthood.

The underlying case har-
kens back three years ago 
to the state’s denial of a li-
cense to Planned Parent-
hood’s St. Louis clinic, the 
only remaining abortion fa-
cility in Missouri. The state 
had launched an investiga-
tion into the facility, and it 
was later revealed former 
DHSS Director Randall Wil-
liams maintained a spread-
sheet to track the menstrual 
cycles of women who had vis-
ited the Planned Parenthood 
location in an attempt to in-
vestigate failed abortions.

In May 2020, an adminis-
trative hearing commission 
determined the state wrongly 
denied the facility its license.

But during a March hear-
ing, lawyers from the attor-
ney general’s office represent-
ing DHSS argued it shouldn’t 
have to pay Planned Parent-
hood’s legal fees because its 
investigation that led to the 
license denial was justified. 
DHSS also argued it should be 
allowed to pursue discovery in 
the case to learn more about 
Planned Parenthood’s corpo-
rate structure, which an attor-
ney for Planned Parenthood 
called a “meritless theory.”

Beetem ruled against the 
state on both points, and 
wrote in his April order that 
the health department, “seeks 
to relitigate every issue on 
which it lost,” and transform 
the fees dispute into “‘second 
major litigation.’”

Gaming Company pumps 
$250K into Torch's PACs
BY JASON HANCOCK
Missouri Independent

​​A company accused of 
operating illegal gambling 
machines in Missouri made 
six $40,000 donations this 
week to a constellation of po-
litical action committees run 
by its lobbyist.

Wildwood-based Torch 
Electronics cut the checks 
Monday to MO Majority 
PAC, Missouri Growth PAC, 
Missouri C PAC, Missouri  
Senior PAC, Missouri AG 
PAC and Conservative Lead-
ers of Missouri.

Each of the PACs is con-
nected to Steve Tilley, a for-
mer House speaker who serves 
as Torch’s lobbyist.

The donations were the com-
pany’s first since last year, when 
it divvied up $230,000 worth 
of donations to Tilley’s PACs.

It’s not unusual for lobby-
ing firms in Jefferson City to 
set up a single PAC to allow 
clients to donate. And some 
groups deploy multiple politi-
cal action committees, such as 
how the Missouri Bank Asso-
ciation has statewide and re-
gional PACs or labor unions 
have state and local affiliates.

But by deploying six PACs, 
critics argue Tilley is exploiting 
a loophole that could allow his 
clients to skirt the cap on con-
tributions to candidates. Com-
panies can donate any amount 
to Tilley’s six PACs, which can 
then each donate the maxi-
mum amount to a candidate.

Under federal law, when 
two or more committees are 
affiliated, they share a single 
limit on the contributions they 
make to candidates and oth-

er political committees. Mis-
souri does not have a similar 
law in place.

A spokeswoman for  
Tilley’s lobbying firm  
declined comment.

Torch owns games that op-
erate like slot machines in lo-
cations around the state.

The Missouri Gaming Com-
mission has deemed them 
gambling devices, which are 
prohibited outside of licensed 
casinos, and the state highway 
patrol considers them illegal. 
Several local prosecutors are 
also pursuing criminal charg-
es against the companies that 
own and house the machines.

Legislative efforts to out-
law Torch’s machines have 
failed to gain traction in re-
cent years, with Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tem Dave Schatz re-
cently complaining that the 
failure is in part due to heavy 
lobbying by Torch.

Last year, Torch and 
Warrenton Oil Company, op-
erator of FastLane Conve-
nience stores, filed a lawsuit 
against the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol and other 
state agencies, claiming to be 
victims of a “campaign of ha-
rassment and intimidation.” 
Torch also sued Greene Coun-
ty Prosecuting Attorney Dan 
Patterson in order to quash 
an investigative subpoena di-
rected at the company.

Torch has argued, both in its 
lawsuit and in legislative hear-
ings, that their machines are 
not gambling devices. Since 
they reveal the outcome of the 
wager before a player moves 
forward, they are not a game 
of chance, the company con-
tends, and therefore not illegal.

Call 
660-263-4123

to subscribe!
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Beetle Bailey By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Baby Blues By Jerry Scott and Rick Kirkman
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How to place a Classified ad

CLASSIFIED
DISPLAY ADS

$10
per column inch

An additional charge of 
$100.00 per month to have 

your ad run online at
moberlymonitor.com.

CLASSIFIED
LINE ADS

$10
Minimum 10 words

An additional charge
of $.20 per word over the 

initial 25 words.

Classified ads can be placed by calling
660-263-4123 or emailing

circulation@moberlymonitor.com.

FREELANCE
OPPORTUNITY
Love local news? Want to write about it?
The Moberly Monitor-Index is looking for freelance writers
to cover news and community events!

Please email resume and any writing clips to:
Publisher Tim Schmidt at tim@mystandardnews.com

We're committed to local news and we want to expand our local content. 
Applicants must be a strong writer ± attentive to detail and committed to 
accuracy ± who can successfully cover important stories from government 
meetings, and can also produce relevant, compelling features. Sports and 
photography experience is a bonus.. Pay will be based on a per-story basis.

NO HUNTING

All persons are hereby no-
tified that the land listed 
below is posted by per-
sons owning or renting 
said land. Hunting with 
dog, gun, trap or snare, 
nut gathering or any other 
trespassing is absolutely 
forbidden under the pen-
alty of prosecution of law. 
Get permission or suffer 
the consequences.
John F. Carmody Jr..11/22
Marshall & Roth .....11/22
Richard Boots/ Ralph Bo
ots............................11/22

HELP WANTED

ADMISSION COUN-
SELOR ADMISSION: 
The Office of Admission 
is seeking an admission 
counselor that will have 
primary responsibility for 
recruiting new first-year 
students, with an emphasis 
on supporting one of the 
teams within the Office of 
Admission. For complete 
description, qualifications 
and application, go to 
employment.truman.edu. 
Questions may be direct-
ed to HR, 660-785-4031 
or hrstaff@truman.edu. 
EOE/AA/ADA

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

Default having been made in the payment of principal and interest now 
due as provided by the notes secured by the Deed of Trust executed 
by Gregory S. Kasner and Kelly L. Kasner, husband and wife, dated 
November 14, 2012, recorded in Book 785 at Page 404 in the ofice 
of the Recorder of Deeds of Randolph County, Missouri, conveying to 
the therein named Trustee the following described property situated 
in the County of Randolph, State of Missouri, to wit:

The South Half (S ½ ) of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼ ) of Section 
Twenty-six (26), Township Fifty-two (52), Range Thirteen (13), 
Randolph County, Missouri.

EXCEPT the West 760 feet thereof.

ALSO EXCEPT that part thereof conveyed to the State of Missouri for 
highway purposes.

ALSO EXCEPT that part thereof lying Northeast of New Highway No. 
63 containing 22 acres, more or less, theretofore conveyed by deed 
recorded March 2, 1967, in Book 252, Page 521 of the Randolph 
County, Missouri Records.

ALSO EXCEPT that part conveyed to the State of Missouri in Warranty 
Deed recorded August 8, 1997 in Book 395, Page 697, Randolph 
County, Missouri Records.

ALSO EXCEPT that part deeded to Robert Kasner and Mary Kasner, a 
married couple, in Quit-Claim Deed recorded 08/10/18 in Book 901, 
Page 275, Records of Randolph County, Missouri.

At the request of the legal holder of said note, I, Duane Schreimann, 
duly appointed Successor Trustee per Removal of Trustee and 
Appointment of Successor Trustee recorded in Book 922, Page 1136, 
Randolph County Recorder’s Ofice, will sell the above-described 
property at public vendue to the highest bidder for cash at the East 
door of the Randolph County Courthouse in the City of Moberly, 
Missouri, on Friday, June 10, 2022, at 1:30 p.m., to satisfy said 
indebtedness and the cost of executing this trust.

Duane Schreimann, Trustee
931 Wildwood Drive, Suite 201 
Jefferson City, MO  65109 
(573) 634-7580 
(573)-635-6034 FAX

Mallory Van and Storage, Inc.  

1317 S. Morley Street Moberly, MO 65270   

Notice of Coniscation 
Notice is hereby given, that pursuant to Missouri Lien Law, Title 
XXVI Trade  and Commerce, Chapter 400.7-210 Enforcement of 
warehouseman’s lien,  miscellaneous goods and personal property 
in the names of: 

Joseph Knapp - Lot of Household Goods

Janice Hamilton - Lot of Household Goods

Marjorie Whited - Lot of Household Goods

Edra Eston - Lot of Household Goods

Theresa Johnson - Wurlitzer Player Baby Grand Piano

Sophia Haines - Baby Grand Piano and Household Good

Will be disposed of at a public auction ending June 7th at 10:00 am, 
to  enforce storage lien. The auction will be held on site.

SouthLaw, P.C.

13160 Foster Suite 100

Overland Park, KS 66213-2660

(913) 663-7600

File No. 234485

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
For default in the payment of debt secured by a deed of trust executed

by Ronald Gillespie and Kris Gillespie, dated July 22, 2015, and re-

corded on July 23, 2015, Document No. 20152191, in Book No. 836,

at Page 285 in the Ofice of the Recorder of Deeds, Randolph County,

Missouri, the undersigned Successor Trustee will on June 17, 2022, at

4:00 PM, at the North Front Door of the Randolph County Courthouse,

Huntsville,Missouri, sell at public vendue to the highest bidder for cash:

All of Lot Two (2) of A. E. Skinner’s Addition to the Village of Cairo,

Missouri. Also that part of Second Street adjoining said Lot Two

(2) on the West, being a plot of ground 30 feet by 70 feet, in Ran-

dolph County, Missouri.,

commonly known as 307 S Main St, Cairo, MO, 65239

subject to all prior easements, restrictions, reservations, covenants

and encumbrances now of record, if any, to satisfy the debt and costs.

SouthLaw, P.C. Successor Trustee

First Publication: May 25, 2022. For more information, visit

www.southlaw.com

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C.

§1692c(b), no information concerning the collection of this debt may

be given without the prior consent of the consumer given directly to

the debt collector or the express permission of a court of competent

jurisdiction. The debt collector is attempting to collect a debt and

any information obtained will be used for that purpose (Caseile No.

234485-978268).

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Moberly Area Community College, 101 College 
Avenue, Moberly, MO 65270 is accepting sealed bids 
for concrete repairs to the College Avenue steps.

For specifications, please contact the Office of Plant 
Operations at 660-263-4100 extension 11230.

Sealed bids clearly marked “College Ave. Steps” must 
be received in the Office of Plant Operations, Room 136 
of the Main Building, by June 3, 2022 at 11am. Moberly 
Area Community College reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids and to waive informalities in the 
bid process.

In re: Eric W. Prather, A/K/A Eric Prather, a single person (and
the Heirs & Devisees at Law of Eric W. Prather a/k/a Eric Prather,
Deceased)

TRUSTEE’S SALE--Default having been made in the payment of
the promissory note described in and secured by a certain deed
of trust executed by Eric W. Prather, A/K/A Eric Prather, a single
person, dated October 4, 2001 and recorded October 11, 2001,
in Book 492, Page 24, in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of
the County of Randolph, State of Missouri, the undersigned suc-
cessor trustee at the request of the legal holder of said note, will
on Thursday, June 23, 2022, between the hours of 9:00am and
5:00pm (at the specific time of 11:30 AM) at the West Front Door
of the Randolph County Courthouse, in the City of Huntsville,
Missouri, sell at public venue to the highest bidder for cash, the
following real estate described in said Deed of Trust and situated
in the County of Randolph, State of Missouri, to wit:

COMMENCING AT A CONCRETE MARKER SET IN THE FENCE
LINE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE COUNTY ROAD, SAID
MARKER BEING LOCATED DUE WEST OF THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF SECTION TWENTY-EIGHT (28), TOWN-
SHIP FIFTY-FIVE (55), RANGE FOURTEEN (14), RANDOLPH
COUNTY, MISSOURI, THENCE SEVENTY-FIVE (75) FEET TEN
(10) INCHES SOUTH TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING:
THENCE WEST 122 FEET 4 INCHES, THENCE SOUTH 195
FEET, THENCE EAST TO THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF THE
COUNTY ROAD, THENCE NORTH IN AN EASTERLY DIREC-
TION ALONG THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF THE COUNTY
ROAD TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING.

For the purpose of satisfying said indebtedness and the cost of
executing this trust.

Centre Trustee Corp., Successor Trustee
St. Louis, Missouri
www.centretrustee.com

Notice:

Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. Sec-
tion 1692c(b), no information concerning the collection of this
debt may be given without the prior consent of the consumer
given directly to the debt collector or the express permission of a
court of competent jurisdiction. The debt collector is attempting
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid. The Pur-
chaser shall have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
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Delivering Your News
In Print & Online

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

The Moberly High 
School boys’ golf team 
made strides throughout 
the 2022 season.

Those strides were re-
membered during an 
awards presentation on 
Thursday, May 12, at Her-
itage Hills Golf Course.

Moberly head coach 
Jared Van Cleve reported 
he handed out “character 
awards” during this year’s 
program.

Spartan freshman Isaac 
Stoneking was given the 
Integrity Award.

“During the Spartan In-
vitational, one of his com-
petitors who was keeping 
his score had him 8-10 
strokes less,” Van Cleve 
said. “But, Isaac correct-
ed him every single time, 
which resulted in a much 
truer score.”

Van Cleve said the same 
thing occurred during the 
Class 3 District 4 Tour-
nament at Hodge Park in 
Kansas City. People called 
markers were assigned to 
groups on the course with 
the task of keeping their 
scores.

Stoneking missed out 
on qualifying for the 
state tournament by two 
strokes, shooting a 95. 
However, he still has 
three more opportunities 
to do so in future seasons. 
He also recorded the best 
stroke average on the 
squad at 46.9 per nine 
holes.

Sophomore multi-sport 

athlete Nick Kessler re-
ceived the Leadership 
Award. Kessler fi nished 
with the second-best 
stroke average (50.9 per 
nine holes).

“Nick displayed lead-
ership among the group, 
helping keep the team 
focused when needed,” 
Van Cleve said. “He also 
showed the others how to 
carry themselves on the 
golf course.”

Kessler showed im-
provement during the 
season, with his low 18-
hole total a 94 during the 
Spartan Invitational at 
Heritage Hills on April 11. 

His top 9-hole score was 
46 in a duel with Boon-
ville — also at the home 
course.

Gage St. Clair, like 

Kessler a sophomore, 
earned the Determina-
tion Award.

“Gage struggled during 
the middle of the season, 
and he missed the cut for 
the conference (North 
Central Missouri Con-
ference) tournament,” 
Van Cleve noted. “He 
decided to get lessons, in 
fact three separate les-
sons. He made the even 
tougher cut for districts 
and fi nished with the sec-
ond-lowest score there.”

St. Clair fi nished with 
a 55.1 stroke average 
and 113 score at the dis-
trict tournament, which 
also was his second-best 
18-hole score of the sea-
son. Gage fared well in 
the season-opening duel 
against Salisbury, carding 
a nine-hole 48.

Moberly’s squad didn’t 
feature any seniors this 
year, with Javaughn 
Briscoe and Chase Nel-
son the only juniors – a 
youthful team that will 
just keep gaining experi-
ence and knowledge on 
the course.

Moberly's Nick Kessler hits a chip shot during a regu-
lar-season tournament at Heritage Hills Golf Club. Kes-
sler received the Spartans' Leadership Award during a 
post-season awards presentation on May 12.
(File photo by Eric Viccaro/Monitor-Index) 

Moberly boys' golf recalls season

MACC sets week-long hoop camp
Moberly Area Community College will have a 

week-long basketball camp from June 6-10 at 
Fitzsimmons-John Arena.

The camp is for girls and boys entering second 
through 11th grade.

Camp will run Monday through Friday that 
week from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $140 per camp ($120 per player on 
the family plan) with each participant receiving a 
MACC Greyhound Basketball T-shirt. Lunch also 
will be provided.

The emphasis of the training sessions will be 
on shooting form and technique, one-on-one of-
fensive moves with the ball, footwork, dribbling, 
attacking the basket and other post and perimeter 
moves.

There also will be daily leagues, contests and 
competitions.

For information, call MACC head men’s basket-
ball coach and athletic director Patrick Smith at 
573-819-0496.

Pickleball registration underway
The Moberly Parks and Recreation Department 

will be off ering pickleball lessons throughout the 
course of the summer.

Registration is underway for the program, which 
takes place at the Fox Pickleball Courts located off  
Russhaven Drive. The cost is $25 per person, and 
the registration deadline is Friday, June 3.

Session I for beginners will run from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. on June 7, 9, 14 and 16. There will be two 
intermediate sessions, one on June 21, 23, 28 and 
30 from 5:30-6:30 p.m., and Aug. 2, 4, 9 and 11 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

For more information, and to register, visit the 
MPRD offi  ce, log onto www.moberlymo.org or 
call 660-269-8705, extension 2040.

    SPORTS DIGEST
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SATURDAY JUNE 4, 2022 AT 2PM
Grant Lovell Chapel AME Church

Invites you to a 
Memorial

501 W. End Place, Moberly, MO 65270
Rev. Victor Vidal, Pastor

Reception follows after service
RSVP: RevVictor160@gmail.com

Church Website: www.glbamechurches.org

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

Many tiny details helped pave the 
way for a grand slam.

That’s the best way to describe 
what happened on Wednesday eve-
ning as Cairo (Northeast) defeated 
Northwest (Hughesville), 7-6, on 
Gage Wilson’s game-winning clout 
in the Class 1 state quarterfinals.

But, Wilson provided perhaps 
the most dramatic moment in Cai-
ro baseball history, which already 
was quite rich to begin with.

“It was an awesome moment,” 
Wilson said in an email to the Mon-
itor-Index. “But, it only happened 
because the guys in front of me 
had great at-bats and kept passing 
it down the line. The moment was 
amazing. It meant that we are do-
ing what every team dreams of do-
ing, which is going to state.”

The Final Four is set.
Cairo will square off against de-

fending Class 1 state champion 
Oran at 4 p.m. Monday at U.S. 
Baseball Park in Ozark, a suburb 
of Springfield. The other half of the 
bracket features St. Elizabeth and 
South Nodaway/Jefferson (Con-
ception), with first pitch at 7 p.m. 
on the same day.

Cairo’s Morgan Matthews said 
it marked the first time he had ex-
perienced a game-winning grand 
slam as either a player or coach. 
This also was only Wilson’s second 
career home run. 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
the coach commented. “Especial-
ly since we were down to our last 
strike like three or four times. It 
was a storybook ending.”

As is typically the case across the 
spectrum of sports, a stout offense 
was built from a sturdy defense.

Cairo limited Northwest to two 
runs in the top of the seventh as 
Nicholas Crosswhite grounded into 
a double play. Logan Head, Hayden 
Holman and Wilson teamed up for 
the twin-killing.

Isaac Nieters, on a three-ball, 
two-strike pitch, belted a Jack 
Prewett pitch to deep left field. And 
Dalton Taylor came through with a 
clutch catch.

“He read the ball well,” Matthews 
said. “He kept going back, and he 
wasn’t afraid of the fence. He had 
a job to do, and he was successful 
doing it.”

On grass softened by mid-week 
rains, Taylor cautiously backped-
aled toward the fence. The ball 
found a spot in his glove, with Dal-
ton’s back held up by the fence.

The Mustangs scored, what ev-
eryone considered at the time, 
two insurance runs for a 6-3 lead. 
Of course, it ended up not being 
enough.

With Gavin Killion, who hap-
pens to be Head’s teammate on a 
Gashouse Baseball summer trav-
el team, pitching for Northwest, 
Brendan Huntsman and Holman 
both struck out.

Taylor then walked on four 
straight pitches, the season was still 
alive — and the drama began ramp-

ing up like one of those old cinema 
cliff-hangers. Koy Ryan was insert-
ed as courtesy runner for Taylor.

Senior Jack Prewett didn’t want 
his senior season to end. Prewett 
was down in a no-ball, two-strike 
hole. While fighting back the emo-
tions, he fouled off five straight 
pitches before hitting a beaming 
liner to right field. Ryan advanced 
to second, and Bryce Chrisman was 
courtesy runner for Prewett at first.

Again, the Bearcats were staring 
down elimination. This time, junior 
Ryan Tracy worked a walk during a 
thrilling eight-pitch at-bat.

That all set up Wilson’s heroics. 
On a one-ball, one-strike offering, 
Gage blasted a belt-high fastball 
deep over the fence, in what proved 
to be a euphoric moment. Killion 
crouched on top of the mound in 
disbelief while the Bearcat dugout 
emptied with hoots and hollers.

Austin Wright finished 2-for-3 
with a double and one run scored. 
Prewett was 2-for-4. Tyler Davis 
produced a pair of RBI during the 
Bearcats’ three-run fifth. Tracy and 
Wilson also both walked twice.

Head lasted six innings, allowing 
four earned runs on seven hits — he 
struck out eight, walked two and is-
sued one hit batter. Despite giving 
up two runs on three hits in the sev-
enth inning, Prewett was the win-
ning pitcher of record. And Killion 
absorbed the loss.

Matthews said Head would be 
the starting pitcher in the Class 1 
state semifinal game. There was 
a send-off for the squad early 
Sunday afternoon.

State en(Gage)ment for Cairo
Wilson’s dramatic grand slam punches out Northwest

Cairo baseball player 
Gage Wilson, above, 
hits a grand slam on 
Wednesday evening 
at General Omar 
Bradley Field, pro-
pelling the Bearcats 
to the Class 1 state 
championship this 
week.
Left, Cairo's Koy 
Ryan, a courtesy run-
ner, reacts after Wil-
son's game-winning 
grand slam in the 
bottom of the sev-
enth inning to defeat 
No. 1 ranked North-
west, 7-6. 
(Photos by Eric Viccaro)

Class 1
State Quarterfinal Game

At Omar Bradley Field, Moberly
Wednesday, May 25

Cairo 7, Northwest 6
SCORE BY INNINGS		        R	 H	 E
Northwest	 300	 010	 2—6 	 10   2
Cairo	 000	 030	 4—7	  7	 0

“The moment was amazing. It meant that we are doing what every 
team dreams of doing, which is going to state.” — Cairo’s Gage Wilson

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

JEFFERSON CITY — The young Moberly High 
School girls’ track and field team didn’t score any 
points at the Missouri State High School Activities 
Association Class 4 state meet this year.

However, by participating in the two-day event at 
Adkins Stadium, the Spartans have set the founda-
tion for future success.

“We’re one of the smallest Class 4 schools,” 
Moberly head track and field coach Scott Knox said. 
“It’s always been an uphill challenge, but one we ac-
cept. Zoey (Hannam), Anna (Rivera), Asa (Fanning) 
and Bryleigh (Knox) put in the work this off-season 
and proved we can compete in Class 4.”

With Hannam, Rivera, Fanning and Knox, the 
Spartans have a good nucleus to work with. A solid 
eighth-grade group, which propelled Moberly Mid-
dle School to the North Central Missouri Confer-
ence title in late April, will bring additional talent 
to the roster.

The Class 4 state meet this year will be remem-
bered for all the dynamic elite performances, 
145 of them to be exact according to the website: 
mo.milesplit.com.

“I can’t remember a state meet with so many state 
records being broken, Class 3-5,” Knox said. “There 
were so many incredible performances both days.”

Bryleigh Knox, after scratching on her first two 
attempts in the triple jump, pulled through with a 
leap of 10.46 meters (34-feet, 4-inches) on her third 
try.

On Bryleigh’s first attempt, she had what would 
have been a top-four mark; however, she scratched 
by the smallest of margins.

“We knew we had to play it safe, and on her third 
attempt she didn’t even touch the board,” Knox 
said. “That jump was three-quarters of an inch from 
making the finals.”

For Bryleigh, hope springs eternal and she will 
employ determination to improve in future state 
appearances after an 11th-place finish here.

Teammate Asa Fanning also competed, with three 
successful attempts. Fanning saved her best leap for 
last, with a mark of 9.77m (32-¾), which was good 
enough for 15th overall. She qualified for state in 
three events as a sophomore during a fine season.

There were four elite performances turned in 
during the triple jump, and Ava Lawless from Ke-
arney earned gold in a mark of 11.57m (37-11½). 
Jefferson City’s Emmarie Graham grabbed silver 
(11.30, 37-1) and Abigail McBride of Marshfield 
took the bronze (11.02, 36-2).

Zoey Hannam, like Bryleigh, qualified for state in 
four events as a freshman. Hannam was the clos-
est of any Spartans to reach the podium and earn 
points for her school.

Hannam clocked in with a time of 48.16 seconds 
in the 300-meter hurdles preliminaries on Friday 
afternoon. She finished 0.11 away from qualifying 

Young Moberly 
sets foundation

Bryleigh Knox lands in the sand during her third at-
tempt in the triple jump at the Class 4 state meet 
on Saturday in Jefferson City. Knox marked at 10.46 
meters for 11th overall.  (Photo by Eric Viccaro)

See MOBERLY Page A8

Moberly freshman Zoey Hannam strides over the bar during the 300-meter hurdles 
preliminaries on Friday afternoon at the Missouri Class 4 state meet in Jefferson 
City. Hannam recorded a time of 48.16 seconds, which was just 0.11 off qualifying for 
the finals. (Photo by Eric Viccaro)
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Sometimes we take things for granted, but it truly is 
the little things in life that make a big difference 

and give us our best memories. 

At Pathway-Millard Family Funeral Chapel, we honor and 
celebrate those cherished memories. No matter how small.

 Because we know it’s those special moments that 
mean the most to the families we serve. 

At Pathway-Millard, we believe every day is a gift, 
and so is every life. Take time to enjoy it.

411 Union Ave., Moberly, MO

(660) 263-7284

Funerals  |  Cremation  |  Pre-Planning

Little Things make a 

Big Difference
Jennifer Lawrence
Funeral Director

Reid Millard
Funeral Director

Nick McKague
Funeral Director

Kyle Lawrence
Funeral Assistant

BY ERIC VICCARO
Sports Editor

JEFFERSON CITY — 
Moberly High School ath-
lete Rick Huff  will forever 
be the answer to a trivia 
question.

That question, you ask?
“Name the only Spar-

tan male athlete to qual-
ify for the 2022 Missouri 
State High School Activ-
ities Association Class 4 
state meet?”

Huff  recorded a mark 
of 13.83 meters (45-feet, 
4½ inches in standard 
measurement) on his 
second attempt, which 
placed him fourth in the 
fi rst fl ight of throwers.

“First and foremost, 
Rick is an extremely hard 
worker,” Moberly throw-
ing coach David Melton 
said in an email to the 
Monitor-Index. “He 
works very hard at the 
details.”

Early in the offi  ng, it 
was all about Huff  becom-
ing comfortable with his 
body again after suff er-
ing an unspecifi ed injury 
during football season. 
Then, there were count-
less hours of practice 
working on phases of his 
spin along with mental 
focus and launch angle.

The progression con-
tinued to the point where 
he earned a personal-best 
mark by more than one 
meter during the dis-
trict meet in Wentzville 
— which set the wheels 
in motion for postseason 
success.

While Huff , a junior, 
didn’t advance to the fi -
nals, he earned experi-
ence he assuredly will put 
to good use next season.

Huff  faced some in-
credibly stiff  competi-
tion, with all eight shot 
putters who qualifi ed for 
the fi nals earning elite 
performance status from  
mo.milesplit.com.

Ethan Crouch from Rol-
la was the unquestioned 
gold standard, saving his 
best for last with a heave 
of 18.79m (61-7¾).

Crouch’s mark was 
nearly fi ve feet further 
than Karon Johnson’s 
best attempt, whose 
top throw was 56-10¾ 
(17.34m). Kaian Rob-
erts-Day from Festus 
picked up the bronze 
medal, marking at 
17.02m.

Throwing events have 
been the calling card for 
the Huff  family.

Rick’s older brother, 
Andrew, fi nished 15th 
overall in both the dis-
cus and shot put at the 
2021 Class 4 state meet 
with respective marks of 
38.56m and 13.36m.

Huff  also soaked in the 
limelight. Unlike at oth-
er venues, the shot put 
arena at Adkins Stadium 
is in a rather prominent 
location — and throwers 
often feed off  the crowd’s 
emotions.

“The environment at 
the state track and fi eld 
meet is unlike any other,” 
Melton noted. “At state, 

the put is right in the 
corner of the stands, and 
at a busy intersection. 
It’s wonderful that these 
young men who work 
hard all season have the 
opportunity to be show-
cased in this light.”

RECENT HISTORY
While Moberly was 

shut out from scoring 
points in 2022, recent 
history suggests it won’t 
be long before the Spar-
tans return to the podi-
um.

In 2021, the Spartans’ 
Toby Short had four 
podium fi nishes — in-
cluding the gold-stan-
dard 4x100-meter fi nish 
with teammates Domi-
nic Stoneking, Mar’sean 
Winn and Jacksyn Mill-
er in the scorching time 
of 1:31.75 — along with 
a fi fth-place eff ort in the 
4x200 relay and triple 
jump and sixth in the 
long jump.

Moberly will lose 
Winn, a sectional qualifi -
er in both the 4x100 and 
4x200 relays during his 
senior season, and Mar-
tez Nabors to graduation.

for the fi nals, the last spot 
taken by Hillsboro fresh-
man Emily Wright.

Parkway Central’s Sky-
ye Lee, like how she per-
formed at the sectional 
meet in Mexico from May 
23, was dominant in Sat-
urday’s fi nals (43.76).

Rivera, a junior, earned 
13th place in the open 800 
run with a time of 2:31.90, 
which was roughly eight 
seconds away from a med-
als-stand time. Kearney’s 
Jadyn Barnes took the 
gold in 2:17 fl at.

Knox also was 15th 
in the long jump with a 
mark of 4.77m (15-7¾), 
with Ruskin’s Todjai Ross 
claiming the gold medal 
(5.42m, 17-9½).

Of all the relays, 
Moberly fared best in the 
4x200-meter variety as 
the quartet of Haley Bak-
er, Fanning, Hannam 
and Knox clocked in at 
1:50.87, which was good 

enough for 13th in the pre-
liminaries.

Kennedy Messer and 
Chloe Ferguson joined 
Fanning and Hannam in 
the 4x100-meter relay 
preliminaries, clocking 
in at 52.57 for 15th spot. 
The 4x400-meter relay 
quartet didn’t fi nish, ex-
iting the preliminary race 
during the fourth and fi nal 
leg.

RECENT HISTORY
Moberly will lose two 

girls to graduation in sec-
tional qualifi er Arianna 
Wilkey, a distance running 
specialist who also starred 
for Spartan cross country, 
and Malana Pence.

The last Spartan to 
reach the medals stand at 
state was Molly Greene 
during the 2019 meet, 
with a seventh-place per-
formance in the pole vault 
at 3.2 meters.

Sophia Powell and 
Taylor Martin were 9th 
and 11th, respectively, 
in the discus during the 
2021 meet with marks of 
32.64m and 31.80m.

Anna Rivera, right, completes the fourth turn during 
the open 800-meter run on Friday afternoon. Rivera 
recorded a time of 2:31.90, good enough for 13th. 
(Photo by Eric Viccaro)

MOBERLY
Continued from Page A7

Rick Huff begins to spin during a shot put attempt at 
the Missouri Class 4 state meet Saturday morning in 
Jefferson City. Huff placed 12th overall with a mark of 
13.83 meters (45 feet, 4 1/2 inches). 
(Photo by Eric Viccaro) 

Spartans' Huff places 12th in shot put

Class 3
Boys

1, Westminster Christian 
Academy, 45; 2, Luther-
an St. Charles, 42; 3, East 
Newton, 37; 4, St. Mary's 
(St. Louis), 35; 5, El Dorado 
Springs, 34; 6, Osage, 32; 
7, Owensville, 31; 8t, Cape 
Notre Dame Regional, 30; 
8t, Hogan Prep Academy 
Charter, 30; 10, Maple-
wood-Richmond Heights, 25

Girls
1, Westminster Christian 
Academy, 70; 2, Eldon, 47; 3, 
STEAM Academy at McCluer 
South, 44; 4, Ste. Gene-
vieve, 33; 5, Incarnate Word 
Academy, 31; 6t, Palmyra, 
29; 6t, Centralia, 29; 6, St. 
Charles West, 29; 9, Father 
Tolton Regional Catholic, 
26; 10, Cameron, 24

Class 4
Boys

1, Kearney, 64; 2, West 
Plains, 50; 3, Festus, 46; 4, 
MICDS, 41; 5, Willard, 39; 6t, 
Harrisonville, 36; 6t, Hill-
sboro, 36; 6t, Rolla, 36; 9, 
Marshfield, 34; 32, Smith-
ville, 31

Girls
1, Parkway Central, 78; 2, 
West Plains, 52; 3, Kearney, 
45; 4, Nerinx Hall, 38; 5, 
Carl Junction, 32; 6, Pleas-
ant Hill, 31; 7t, St. Teresa's 
Academy, 30 7t, Raytown 
South, 30; 9t, Ruskin, 28; 
9t, Jefferson City, 28

Class 5
Boys

1, Rock Bridge, 97; 2, Joplin, 
46; 3, Liberty North, 34; 4, 
Lee's Summit West, 33; 5, 
Capital City, 32; 6, St. Louis 
University High, 28; 7, Park 
Hill, 25; 8, Liberty (Wentz-
ville), 23; 9, Kansas City 
Staley, 21; 10t, Liberty, 20; 
10t, Lee's Summit, 20; 10t, 
Blue Springs, 20; 10t, Tim-
berland, 20

Girls
1, Cardinal Ritter, 85.5; 2t, 
Lee's Summit West, 46; 2t, 
Blue Springs, 46; 4, Patton-
ville, 44; 5, Rock Bridge, 43; 
6, Lafayette (Wildwood), 37; 
7, Blue Springs South, 36; 8, 
Capital City, 35; 9, MICDS, 
34; 10, Kirkwood  

MSHSAA State Meet 
Team Standings
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