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South Wood County Historical Museum to
host Laura Ingalls Wilder, WPCF exhibits

FOR THE CITY TIMES
WISCONSIN RAPIDS -
Step back in time and expe-
rience the world of Laura
Ingalls Wilder, one of Amer-
ica’s most beloved authors.
On April 1-30, the South
Wood County Historical
Museum will host a special

exhibit dedicated to the life
and legacy of Laura Ingalls
Wilder, one of America’s
most beloved authors.

The traveling panel ex-
hibit will showcase the
journey of the pioneering
writer, who captured the es-
sence of frontier life in her
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Join us for Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 20, 2025
Serving 10am-2pm
Reservation Required

call 715-423-2230 ext.3
or email office@bullseyegolfclub.com

www.thelanternrestaurantrapids.com

www.bullseyegolfclub.com

2800 Ridgewood Trail - Wis. Rapids, Wi - 54494
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Little House series.

The Laura Ingalls Wild-
er House and Museum in
Mansfield, Mo., provides
this display.

The perimeter of the
traveling exhibit has na-
ture and bird photographs
by local photographer, Joe
Riederer of Big Bluestem
Press.

The traveling exhibit
will be complimented by a
20-year review of the Wis-
consin’s Prairie Chicken
Festival (WPCF), and also
honors The Hamerstrom
Legacy.

The history of the festi-
val would not be complete
without honoring the late
Dr. Frederick & Frances
Hamerstrom’s early con-
tributions to helping save
the Tympanuchus Cupido
Pinnatus (Greater Prairie-
chicken) from extirpation
in Wisconsin.

Fran (pronounced Fron)
authored numerous books
about birds and nature and
her titles are also exhibited,
along with articles and cor-
respondence from their ex-
traordinary lives.

erstrom Legacy exhibi-
tion was curated by Mary
“Casey” Martin, Fran’s lit-
erary agent the last 10 years
of her life.

The public is invited to
view the exhibits the entire
month of April at South
Wood County Historical
Museum, 540 Third St.
South, Wisconsin Rapids.

For a complete schedule
of Wisconsin Prairie Chick-
en Festival events, April
7-13, visit www.wisprai-
riechickens.org or email
wisconsinprairiechicken-

Ingalls-Wilder

The WPCF & Ham- fest@gmail.com.

Wood County incarcerated

moved to acilty

New entrance
opens

BY CITY TIMES STAFF

WOOD COUNTY - Wood
County Sheriff Shawn Becker
said that on March 22, the
Wood County Sheriff's De-
partment moved those incar-
cerated at the old Wood Coun-
ty Jail to the new facility.

“The process took several
hours, and we would like to
thank all of our staff who
worked hard to make this
happen. As a result of care-
ful planning the move took
place without any incidents.
Our next step will be to move
all inmates back that are be-
ing housed out of county,”
Becker said.

“The next phase of the
project will be demolishing
the old jail along with devel-
oping parking around the
courthouse. Please to be pa-
tient with the process.”

On March 24, the new
main entrance to the Wood
County Courthouse was also
put into operation.

“As a result, all employees
and visitors will be required
to use the new entrance and
the current entrance will be
closed,” Becker said.

“Temporary signage will
be in place to direct everyone
to the new location. Since
this change introduces a new
entrance and process, we
encourage visitors to allow
extra time when arriving to
familiarize themselves with
the new routes.”
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On March 24, the new main entrance to the Wood County Courthouse was put into operation.
Wood County map
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Bulk Senior 1 oo/°
o Garden Seeds Tuesquhyrfheck Only.OFF

4-Step Program*

5,000 Sq. Ft.,

All 4 Bags $47.96
15,000 Sq. Ft.,

AlL4 Bags.....cvuueeericrrcrieninenanes $106.96

*EVERYDAY PRICE, NO REBATE NEEDED

¢ Potato & Onion Sets

e Lawn, Garden &
Food Plot Fertilizer

10" OFF

Quality

e Pelletized Lime FEED & SEED

#50 Bags Granulated Fertilizer
10-10-10 17-17-17 9-23-30 20-10-10 46-0-0 0-0-60

« Bulk Food Plot Seed
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Names released
in Wood County
accident

BY CITY TIMES STAFF

WOOD COUNTY - The names of the individuals
involved in a Wood County accident have been re-

leased.

On March 25 at 6:36 p.m.,
patch Center received the report of a two-vehicle
crash at the intersection of Highway 186/North Road

in the township of Arpin.

Wood County Deputies and First Responders ar-
rived at the scene and initiated medical aid to four

individuals.

“One individual involved in the crash was med-
flighted via Life Link to Marshfield Medical Center
(MMC). Another individual involved was transport-
ed via ambulance to MMC,” a Wood County press re-

lease stated.

An initial on-scene investigation was conducted.

“From this investigation, it was determined one of
the vehicles involved in the crash failed to yield the
right of way from North Road while crossing State
Highway 186. The other vehicle involved was travel-
ing westbound on State Highway 186 when the crash

occurred.”

Wood County was assisted by the Arpin Fire De-
partment, Pittsville Ambulance Service, Life Link
Air Medical Transport and Dave’s Tow Service.

The driver of the vehicle crossing State Highway
186 on North Road was later identified as Lori Ann

Trierweiler, 48, of Arpin.

Kyla Jean Evans, 18, of Hewitt, was traveling west
on State Highway 186 with two passengers — Lakota
Lynn Marcott, 18, of Auburndale, and one juvenile.

The condition of the drivers and passengers has

not been released.

the Wood County Dis-

SAVE $350 when you transform

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Armerica’s I Asming

® Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Call 1-866-870-0090 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

453970

® |Instant shade—at the touch of a button.

® Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

America’s #1 Awning!

Canenete Baisies Toc.
FREE ESTIMATES

715-359-1900

We Raise Sunken
Concrete

DON'T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!

A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement

www.ahleconcreteraising.com ® acrwausau@yahoo.com

* Steps
* Sidewalks

* Basement Floors
* Garage Floors

* Driveways

* Patios
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Women farmers on the rise in Wood County

FOR THE CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - As
Women’s History Month
highlights the contribu-
tions of women across
industries, a quiet trans-
formation is unfolding in
Wood County agriculture.

Female farmers are tak-
ing on a larger role in shap-
ing the future of farming,
contributing to both local
economies and national
food production.

Recent data from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
reveals a steady rise in the
number of women involved
in farm decision-making
and management.

From small family farms
to large commercial opera-
tions, women are increas-
ingly present in agricultur-
al leadership.

As this shift continues,
certain parts of the country
stand out for having a high-
er concentration of female
farmers.

This report, conducted
by food and beverage soft-
ware provider Trace One,
examines where women are
making the biggest impact
in agriculture, analyzing
the states with the highest
share of female producers
and female-operated farms.

Over the past two de-
cades, the share of female
farmers in the United States
has steadily increased.

According to data from
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Female farmers are taking on a larger role in shaping the future of farming, contributing to both

local economies and national food production.

the most recent Census of
Agriculture, women now
make up more than a third
of all agricultural produc-
ers, a notable rise from
26.9% in 2002.

A key turning point came
with the 2017 Census of Ag-
riculture, which expanded
the definition of produc-
ers to provide a more com-
prehensive picture of the
people involved in farm
decision-making.

As a result, the recorded
number of female produc-
ers increased significantly
from 969,672 in 2012 to
1,227,461 in 2017, in part due
to this broader definition.

Despite this change in
methodology, the data also
shows a clear long-term

trend: the number of male
producers has been de-
clining since 2007, when it
peaked at 2.3 million.

By 2022, that number had
fallen to 2.15 million, con-
tinuing a downward trajec-
tory.

Meanwhile, the share
of female producers has
grown consistently across
every Census—from 30.0%
in 2007 to 30.5% in 2012,
even before the definitional
change in 2017 pushed it
higher to 36.1%.

In Wood County, female
producers make up 35.8%
(581 of 1,621) of the county’s
farmers, and female-oper-
ated farms make up 58.4%
(531 of 909) of the total in
the county.

Stock photo

That results in a 19.5%
rise in female producers
and 14.2% rise in female-
operated farms in the last
10 years.

Data was sourced from
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s (USDA) Census
of Agriculture, specifically
the most recent 2022 edi-
tion, which was released in
2024.

Researchers at Trace
One analyzed the data to
determine the states and
counties with the highest
representation of female
farmers.

This was measured in
two ways: the proportion of
total agricultural producers
who are women and the per-
centage of farms classified
as female-operated.

According to the USDA,
a producer is defined as
any individual actively in-
volved in making decisions
for a farming operation.
A female-operated farm,
meanwhile, is one in which
at least one producer is a
woman.
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GLOUVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Bacon
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Community -
Calendar

NI E ST

To submit calendar events, please email information to entertainment@mmclocal.com

Bar Bears

The Swing Doctors 4/10- Bullseye Golf
Club, Wisconsin Rapids. 16-piece jazz/
swing. 7 pm. 715-423-2230

St. Lawrence Cod Fish Fry - Fridays
3/28-4/11, St. Lawrence Church, 530 10 th
St N, Wisconsin Rapids. Carry out menu
includes fried or bakedfish, potato salad
or French fries, baked beans or pasta
salad, coleslaw, bread, tartar sauce,
dessert. Starts at 4 pm. $13 adult, $8,

$13 dining room & carry outs, $2 dining
room dessert. 715-424-5683

Vietnam Vets Brat Fry - Sat. 4/5,

West Grand IGA, 1021 W. Grand Ave,
Wisconsin Rapids. Starts at 10 am. 715-
600-0401

Monthly Vet Breakfast - Mon. 4/7,
Grace’s Restaurant, Wisconsin Rapids.
Starts at 9 am. 715-600-0401

Game Night with the Legion - Sat. 4/12,
American Legion Hall, Rudolph. Cards
& board games for all ages. Coffee,
punch & popcorn provided. Starts at 6
pm. 715-435-3662

Christian Women’s Connection

Ladies Brunch - Wed. 4/16, Elk’s Club,
Wisconsin Rapids. Writer & professional
Hula dancer, Cindy O’Halloran will
present: “From Victim to Victorious”.
Wood County Horticulturist, Janelle
Weir, will provide the special feature.
Reservations are essential. Starts at

9:30 am. $20 includes meal, tip and
program. 815-994-1317 or 701-741-5905 for
reservations by 4/8

Pioneer Cooking 101 - Sat. 4/26, Historic
Point Basse, Nekoosa. Learn all about
how the pioneers cooked: Basic Fire
Building, Cast Iron Cooking, Primitive
& Open-Hearth Cooking. Best of all, you
get to eat & sample it all. Starts at 9 am.
$15 to cover materials. Class size 15 or
less. historicpointbasse.com

ONGOING

Celebrate Recovery - Every Tuesday,
hosted by Love Inc. at St. Lawrence
Church basement, 530 10 th St N,
Wisconsin Rapids. Come share adult

Fellowship through hurts, hang-ups &
habits guided by the Beatitudes in a 12
step format. Non denominational. Starts
at 6:30 pm. 715-424-5683 for questions

OuTpooRS

Mascot Skate - Tues. 4/8, hosted by

WI Prairie Chicken Festival at South
Wood County Recreation Center, 2711
16 th St S, Wisconsin Rapids. Boomin’
Bob, the Greater Prairie Chicken & his
friends are inviting you to a meet &
greet on the ice. Open skate. Bring your
camera. Starts at 6pm. Free admission.
$3 skate rental. facebook.com/
WIPrairieChickenFest

Arrs/ExHIBITS

The Alexander House - Opens Sundays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1131,
Wisconsin River Drive, Port Edwards.
Art gallery and historical museum with
a focus on lumbering and papermaking
exhibits. Opens 1 pm-4 pm. http://
alexanderhouseonline.org/

Central Wisconsin Cultural Center

- Opens Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays, 2651 8 th St S, Wisconsin
Rapids. Open from 10 am-5 pm.

Free admission. http://www.
culturalcenterarts.com/index.html

South Wood County Historical Museum -
540 3 rd St. S, Wisconsin Rapids. Museum
opens Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
& Sundays from 1pm-4 pm Office will

be open Tues.-Thurs. from 10am-3 pm.
http://www.swch-museum.com/

Laura Ingalls Wilder, Hamerstroms & WI
Prairie Chicken Festival - 4/1-4/30, 540 3
rd St. S, Wisconsin Rapids. This exhibit
will showcase the journey of author
Laura Ingalls Wilder, who captured

the essence of frontier life in her Little
House series. There will also be nature

& bird photographs on display by local
photographer, Joe Riederer. There will
also be memorabilia, photos & articles on
display for the Wisconsin Prairie Chicken
Festival & when available, the costume

of WPCF’s mascot, Boomin’ Bob, will be
showcased. http://www.swch-museum.
com/ or wisprairiechickens.org for WPCF
events from 4/7-4/13

NlcoletCo'ffee com

You’ll Love Our Fresh
as the Northwoods Tastes

Roasted and
Shipped the
=== Same Day!
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FREUDENTHAL MFG.

W6322 CTH 0, Medford, WI

Moveable,
U- Shaped

From
$289 - $359
10, 12, 15, 20 foot lengths, 10 ft. wide,
6 ft. high, 7 lines standard. Made with special
galvanized, high strength steel tubing.

Culverts:
Polyethylene, dual-wall,

smooth interior, corrugated
exterior. We stock all sizes
from 4” t0 60" diameters.
20 ft. standard length.

Picnic Table Frame Only
$169.95

CALL FOR CULVERT PRICING
1-800-688-0104 * www.freudenthalmfg.com
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South Wood County Humane
Society Pet of the Week: Max

Meet Max, a lovable pup
searching for his furever
home! Max is a playful guy
who adores playing fetch
and is always ready for a
fun game.

Max loves giving kisses
and enjoys long walks but
he would be a pro at cud-
dling up on the couch as
well.

He loves to chew on his
toys so hard bones are his
best friends. Due to his
past, he would do best as
an only fur-baby in the
home as - well as no small
children (under 12). If
you're looking for a friend-
ly and energetic buddy,
Max is ready to bring joy
and love into your life!

Those interested in Max
can fill out an adoption ap-
plication online at https://
www.swchs.com/adopt/
adoption-application/

South Wood County
Humane Society can be
reached at office@swchs.
com or 715-423-0505, and is
located at 3621 64th Street
N. Wisconsin Rapids.

travel every road, every season

e \.

sorn
'ty

April 25-26, 2025
April 24-25, 2026

7:00 P.M. Friday, April 11th
Chestnut Center for Arts

208 S Chestnut Ave, Marshfield, WI 54449

30 Minutes of Singing

By Unity Mennonite Families

Questions? Call 715.572.1234

Come for inspirational,
four-part A Cappella Singing

Songs of HOPE, JOY, and PURPOSE

Py
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FaII
2025 & 2026

April - October
2025 & 2026

449614

“Make a joyful noise unto the rock of our Salvation.” Psalm 95:1
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Business
DIRECTORY

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED
IN THIS BUSINESS DIRECTORY,
PLEASE CALL 715-256-4446

e Clock p,

128785
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Offering: cres
Cgu‘ng i P Ray Pittier
Clock Repair 1 J 630 Lee Street
Antique K Wisconsin Rapids,
Wall ) WI 54494
Cuckoo By L0,
Mantel el 510 715-323-6604
Grandfather J

HuGcHES CONSTRUCTION
Roofing & Siding ® Kitchens ® Bathrooms
Ceramic Tile » Additions ® Garages ® Decks
All Your Remodeling Needs
Py

No Job Too Big or Small

30+ Years Experience //
Licensed & Fully Insured
Give Tim A Call!

715-630-0147

Seal Coating * Pothole Patching
Line Striping * Crack Repair

LSS UltraClean
C AR PJE(TNS

LLC

CLEANING

Low Moisture Carpet Cleaning
o Carpets Dry Fast
e Excellent Results
 Eco Friendly

ultracleancarpets.com

Serving Wisconsin
Rapids and Surrounding
Area since 1995

304282

v

Mike Machon
Wisconsin Rapids

715-424-0788
ultclean@charter.net
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TIRED OF RE-ROOFING - CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
YOUR HOUSE? . EXISTING ROOFING
TRY A STEEL ROOF! 45 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
- uniTED * 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
Lo 2 RESISTANT
- VENTILATED AT PEAK
ST - eneroy STAR EFFICIENT
Coil Coatings - 18 COLORS AVAILABLE
INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRAGTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
715-618-8232

452690

Tired of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

S Frez Estunes 2

e Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

© 40 Year Factory Warranty

 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant

 Ventilated At Peak

* Energy Star Efficient

9&69\ Roofing Lie /
T——

® Snap-loc Standing Seam

* 28 Colors Available

 Steel Roofing

 Top Quality Work for Less

e Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or

weyg'GL'y

Call Mark
715-503-5460

Showstopper: From shoe
business to show business

BY KRIS LEONHARDT
MMC SENIOR EDITOR

Continued from previ-
ous week

A great number of Ger-
man Catholics settled in
the profitable Milwaukee
region. Among them was
Christopher Adler, who
settled in the Germantown
area — just north of Mil-
waukee — purchasing a
farm at the end of Holy Hill
Road.

As his farm prospered,
Christopher and his Ger-
man-born wife, Margaret,
welcomed five children: Pe-
ter, Jacob, Clara, Mary, and
then Philip. With the rich,
opulent ground to work, a
hard-working wife and a
growing family to aid him,
life in America would be
grand.

In 1854, an early growing
season gave way to an un-
seasonable hay crop. Mar-
garet, pregnant with their
sixth child, worked along
with her husband harvest-
ing their hay. Losing her
footing on the hay wagon,
Margaret fell to her death.
The unborn baby, named
Elizabeth, survived just

Phillip Adler

four days.

Left alone to raise a
young family, Christopher
struggled for three years
before meeting and marry-
ing his second wife, Anna.
The following year, the
couple welcomed another
child.

As the family continued
to expand, eventually add-
ing eleven new children,
Philip, Adler’s youngest
from his first marriage
grew restless. Taking an
opportunity to apprentice
under a Milwaukee shoe-
maker, he headed to the big
city at an early age.

In Milwaukee, Philip
spent the following years

mastering his skills as a
cobbler.

In his early 20s, he moved
to Chicago to open a shoe
store, where he met and
married Margaret Hoff-
man.

As the couple started
their family, they looked
hard at the city that sur-
rounded them. Rebuilding
after a massive fire, the city
continued to flex and grow,
welcoming new dangers
and a multitude of competi-
tion.

The Adlers learned of an
emerging city in Wiscon-
sin’s northern pineland.
The city was a regular stop
on the Wisconsin Central
Railroad’s Chicago sched-
ule and was attracting the
attention of several rail-
ways due to its central loca-
tion.

The Adlers arrived in
Marshfield in 1880, where
Philip promptly opened a
shoe store.

Taking his profits from
the store, he began to buy
and sell land to the pioneer-
ing families arriving in the
area.

In 1882, Philip’s father
Christopher and his family

followed them to the area,
purchasing and clearing
140 acres of cheap cutover
land leftover from the har-
vested pines.

Financial independence
afforded Philip the abil-
ity to invest in a myriad of
businesses.

Operating under the pre-
tense that if you could find
a need you should fill it, he
entered into various enter-
prises.

Philip’s most important
contribution to the city
and the region came about
in 1887. As he welcomed
his seventh child, he made
plans for a new building.
That building became a
precursor to a development
that would propel him into
an industry that would
bring Hollywood center
stage for many generations
to come.

To be continued

This series, which will
continue through upcom-
ing editions of our pub-
lication, is a chronicle of
the Adler family history in
Wood County as relayed by
J.P’s daughter, Bette, and
used with permission by
the author.

United We Can is June

FOR THE CITY TIMES
WISCONSIN RAPIDS -
United Way of South Wood
& Adams Counties and the
Healthy Community Coali-
tion will support local food
programs and raise aware-
ness of hunger with the
13th annual United We Can
food sculpture contest at

-~

Witter Field on June 17.

The event will feature
sculptures built entirely
from non-perishable food
and basic need items, which
have been donated to sup-
port local food programs.

The sculptures will be
on display during the eve-
ning’s Rafters game.

4
By Kris
Leonhardt

You can also help strike
out hunger by attending
the Rafters’ 6:35 p.m. game
against the Traverse City
Pit Spitters the evening.

Attendees who bring a
non-perishable food or ba-
sic need item donation will
receive a free ticket to the
game.

17

Since 2013, United We Can
has brought in over 78,000
pounds of food donations.

Register a team to build
a sculpture on June 17 at
uwswac.org or drop off
non-perishable food items
or cash donations at Witter
Field that day, 10 am. — 4
p.m., or during the game.

of dedication that will inspire fans and readers
alike. If you love football, community and tales
of grit, this book is a must-read.

29

The story of the beginning of the Green Bay Packers and
the life of Earl Louis “Curly” Lambeau are so intertwined
that it is hard to imagine one without the other.

From the streets of Green Bay, Lambeau developed
a passion for football and grew that yearning into a
football team that would exist long past his lifetime.

Like the Packers, Lambeau’s story is a tale of adversity
and challenge, but also a story of triumph and
perseverance. While his personal life and professional
career were wrought with challenge, his legacy continues
to resonate in the Green Bay
community, including a massive structure along
Lombardi Avenue that shines a light on his contribution
to the professional team.

AVAILABILLE A'T:

Bosse's News Depot, De Pere
Neville Public Museum of Brown County, Green Bay
Janke's Book Store, Wausau
Bookcellar, Waupaca
Amazon: https://a.co/d/fjIA3NE
Shop MMC: https://shopmmclocal.com/product/lambeau
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

The Inside In or
the Outside Out

Dear Reader,

When I was young, love seemed
like something you could mea-
sure in glances. I wanted a pretty
girl—the kind that turned heads
and made other guys envious. I'd
walk into a room with her, and
the looks we’d get felt like a raised
eyebrow and a quiet “Wow, buddy,
how’d you do that?” In my mind,
I’d say to everyone watching, “Eat your hearts out.”

How shallow that seems now.

Time has a way of showing you what really matters. It
took years—and some heartbreaks—for me to realize that
beauty on the outside pales next to the beauty within. Now,
as I look back, I treasure the richness of the life I share
with someone who knows me at my core. She is not just
my partner but my most trusted friend, the keeper of my
past, and the compass for my future. She embodies the fa-
miliarity of family, the comfort of shared memories, and
the strength of shared virtues.

I almost missed it. I was so busy casting for the surface
that I nearly overlooked the depth. But by some miracle of
fate—or grace—my last cast in the pool connected me to
the love I didn’t even know I needed.

Now, I wake up each day beside her, and the morning
sun shines a little brighter. The stars twinkle a little more
at night. She makes the world go round. Not with the kind
of beauty that fades but with the kind that grows richer,
deeper, and more radiant with every passing year.

To anyone still searching or holding out for the “wow” fac-
tor, I say this: Look deeper. True beauty isn’t something you
show off to the world,; it’s something that wraps itself around
your heart, fills your soul, and makes life worth living.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.

Quality Roofing &
Improvements LLC

Roofing - Windows - Siding - 3 Seasons Porches - Bathrooms
General Remodeling
- -

.

i

fe

'quhns (Owner)
i 30~ Years of: ¥ O
Experience Expel

21-Years of &

332882

Chris @ 715-435-4381 F
* Fully Insured * Many References s s

sl rl i

Preferred Installer

BE OUR GUEST

MREA will not host 2025 Energy Fair

FROM THE MIDWEST
RENEWABLE ENERGY
ASSOCIATION

After careful consider-
ation, the Midwest Renew-
able Energy Association
(MREA) announces that it
will not host The Energy
Fair in 2025.

Since its launch in 1990,
the fair has been a beacon
of sustainability, innova-
tion and community.

However, due to rising
costs and declining par-
ticipation, the MREA and
its board of directors have
decided to put the event on
pause to ensure the longev-
ity and impact of its other
programs.

For over 30 years, The
Energy Fair brought to-
gether thousands to ex-
plore sustainability, clean
energy, and practical solu-
tions for a greener future.
It began when a group of
friends, inspired by Home
Power Magazine, orga-
nized the first event — an
overwhelming success that
led to the MREA’s found-
ing.

The Fair served as a vi-
tal hub for education, col-
laboration, and communi-
ty-building among those
passionate about sustain-
able living.

Though the fair will not
happen in 2025, the MREA’s

Prnoudly sewing . KELLNER

Wiscansin’s
Jap 10
Fisks Fuy for
aver 30 years

Dine In 6‘r,Carry Out

1204 80" St. S. Wisconsin Rapids, WI-54494
715-423-8884  www.kellnerint.com-or follow us on Facebook

B6L6VYY

INTERNATIONAL
b o T

Kellner, W

6

mission continues.

The organization will
continue its efforts in:

« Accredited renewable
energy training

+ Industry networking
and professional develop-
ment

« Affordable solar group
buy programs

« Solar training schol-
arships for underserved
communities

« Solar grant opportuni-
ties for Wisconsin public
schools

» Midwest consumer re-
sources

Additionally, the MREA
will continue to support its
dedicated members with

trusted educational con-
tent, transparent policy
updates, and expert guid-
ance on renewable energy
solutions.

The MREA extends its
deepest appreciation to
the volunteers, attendees,
sponsors and partners who
made the fair an unforget-
table experience over its
many years.

The MREA will continue
to exemplify the spirit of
the Fair through its mis-
sion of advancing clean
energy education, energy
efficiency and sustainabil-
ity advocacy.

DPlease frequent these local [ish fies !

Sacred Heart Parish, Nekoosa

Drive Thru Fish Fry

( Fridays, March 7" - April 11" ¢ 3-6pm )

$13.00

Beer Battered Fried COD
Baked Potato or Potato Salad
Cole Slaw, Dinner Roll, Dessert

Enter on 7th Street and follow the signs.

445235

WORLD FAMOUS

Best Fish Fry in Wood County

i'l
: y
ot ’
r Available
 SERVING BREAKFAST o LUNCH

$5 Off $40 Purchase
Serving Fish Fry on Fridays 11am until 8pm

221 Market Avenue, Port Edwards WI

715-887-2233 @

Open 7am - 2pm Tues thru Sunday
Dine In or Take Out * Group Catering

445238

Friday Fish Fry
2 or 3 Piece Haddock
« 2 or 3 Piece Perch

- Salmon, Blue Gill, Shrimp,
Cod Bites OR Combo Platter

(all served with choice of potato)

@MetroCreative Intermediate

1981 Lincoln Street, Wisconsin Rapids WI
715-421-2063

www.idassportsbarand grill.com

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Glcl)L|9]|6]7|8]|€ Friday Features
AEBE BENEBEE ® s oy~ Souopo o Bt Petpe
~ Pecan Salmon

elofv]eslele[s]t SRyCQlub . .| | GREATFOOD - GREAT DRINKS « GREAT FUN
S HE EIEIA BEE SR Qb § M . [—— YOU DESERVE SOME RER! ——
V1G] L]6]€]9|C]|8 _ Monday-Thursday 3pm-8pm
slolvlzlclclsl2 — " Friday, Saturday & Sunday 11am-8pm

ost Road, Plover
clzl1e)8]v|9)9| V|6 o of,tﬂci?gslﬁ'ﬁﬁfs"uf 9 5075 WI-34, WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI 54495 .
CARARE AR AR § ¢ Carryout Available Everyday WWW.RRPATIOBAR.COM & 715-421-0088 8
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MAR

Nekoosa Port Edwards
State Bank

est. 1913

e Www.NPESB.BANK - (715) 886-3104 &

R TR 100148
¥ Tools » Tools » Tools (_FISHING!

Hours:
Monday - Friday
8 A.M. To 6 PM,;

Saturday
8 A.M. To 5 PM,;

927 Huntington Avenue,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Phone (715) 423-5333
toolshed@charter.net

We have what
you need for your
Spring Projects!

225 1st Street,
Nekoosa

886-3333

Dine in or Carry-Out!

(QODFELLZ

[ V-

Specializing in:

* Homemade Pizza
& Calzones

(including the crust)
 Wide Variety of Pastas
* Sandwiches
* Beer, Wine, Cocktails

o
I

Check us out on
Facebook for
daily specials

Open Daily at 2 PM.,
Kitchen Open til 10:00 P.M.
CLOSED TUESDAY

Happy Hour: Weekdays 2-4 pm & 10 pm Midnight 71 5'886'3333

AREA'S

Wisconsin Rapids Buyers’ Guide ® Wisconsin Rapids City Times

. _';h__

Wi @ater
ot

Ice Cream
s S e

300 MARKET STREET - NEKOOSA, WI

715-213-9630

SWIFTWATERICECREAMWI.COM

415308

Your Local Independent Licensed Insurance Agent

Located in Wisconsin Rapids, right next to the 4 Star Family
Restaurant & in the same building as HearCare, LLC

JTP Insurance Group

Call or Text 715-315-7932
to connect with a licensed insurance agent

Check out our new website! www.jtpig.biz

2
m

UALITY NAPA PARTS  PROFESSIONAL SERVICE » QUALITY NAPA PARTS * PROFESSIONAL SERVIC!

2 QUALITY NAPA PARTS » PROFESSIONAL SERVICE * QUALITY NAPA PARTS » PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
3IAY3S TYNOISSIH0Ud » SLHVd YdYN ALITVND » FIIAHIS TYNOISSIA0Hd » S1HYVd VdVYN ALITYND

B e —
ALITY NAPA PARTS * PROFESSIONAL SERVICE » QUALITY NAPA PARTS * PROFESSIONAL SERVICI

FOR: MEMORIALS, WEDDINGS AND HOME DECOR.

Get your orders in early for flower arrangements.

BEAVIERSE

©erF
410 Market Street, Nekoosa, WI 54457 - See us at beaversvariety.com
(715) 886-4371 You can call your orders in, or drop them off to be done.

We carry a large
selection of greeting
cards, crafts, housewares,
candy, spring sweaters &
fleece, and much more!

www.wrcitytimes.com

Jim Freen
Memori:
Tournama
April 12, 2

Kid’s'Fishin
Tourname
April 13, 2

EDGERMIHINE

715 Hwy 73 Souith, Nekoosa Wi » 715-836-3308
badgermarine.com

FROM
THE CITY OF
NEKOOSA!!

Mon - 6pm Drop In Euchre
$2 Tuesdays - $2 Tacos, $2 Well Drinks &
$2 Domestic Tap Beers
Wed - Broasted Chicken
Thurs - Ribeye Steak
Fri - Fabulous Fish Fry
Sat - Cal’s Prime Rib
Breakfast Sat 9am-noon & Sun 8am - noon
Dinners & Children’s Menu

382 State Highway 13, Nekoosa WI

715-325-2257

BEST SELECTION OF SILK FLOWERS, BUSHES & A@Kﬂ

. PATRIOTIC ¥
FLAGS, BUNTINGS;
AMERICANADECORE

Z, ' &MORE!

One of the Last True Wisconsin Dimestore
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Event Information can be found here:

A=A FORNEKOOSA.ORG B
12an } El&. = [m]

Find us on Rtx,

@NEKOOSA WALLEYE DAYS K

al _ //' @FORNEKOOSA

nt .
025 f Walleyesloverz28gregisteredcanjwinjtheselPrizes

1 Place: $2500 CASH NEW! Multiple ways to Register:
D av 2" Place: « $500 Gift Card y I(:’“"“: @ka;“ek°°sa-°’9
o * Facenoo essenger
2 . .SJgggb?(agSstom Pool Cue hiekeosaiialleebays
.Ilt * Or by calling the Big Fish Hotline,

3" Place: - $300 Gift Card 715-213-5040

025 » $200 Cash

- Guided Fishing Trip CATCH - PHOTO - RELEASE
N\ J

Spring Madness Sale on N TE 1}3 /f
- "
Car/Truck Accessories et | ] L
e Protect you vehicles with e Protect your truck bed
WeatherTech floormats with Tonneau Covers & s H I]E I E s E v l ﬂ E
and mud guards Bedliners

AND MUCH MORE!

"Yes, we can sharpen that’

£ g +Y
Contact Jeremy today for all you truck accessory needs h TR -
% 715.570-7094 N Good Luck Fishermen!
WHY GO FACTORY WHEN YOU CAN TRUXCESSORIZE! Nekoosa, Wl « 715.886.4606

;La én Serving Musicians 200 G%gs?n Lkl{(s:tK!
i@ of All Ages and Stages Nekooi,; ’eW| :

.gii__:x':f!'_'ff-rﬁ”“‘;”-::-:u' . l.'l" 1 " 54457
Lessons Available 715-325-7625 :

NS he
WE BUY GUNS

Digital Pianos e Guitars  Drums e Sax I : | x w- | Near the intersection 328 Market Street Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm
8241 County Road Z, Wisconsin Rapids P gg y 'gg Y of Market St and N Nekoosa, WI 54457 Saturday 9am to 1pm
Hours: Mon-Friday 2pm-7pm « Sat 10am-4pm Owner: Wade Korntved - Section St/S Section St. Sl 715-886-GUNS (4367) JLlosed Sundays

¢ Sunday by Appointment

Message Pete @ 715-315-8451 (715) 886-4621 » pigglywiggly.com § [EEACTEbgsee {

Touchless Auto Wash We drive to you, so you don't have to drive at all!

[ LRI Serving Wisconsin Rapids & Surrounding Communities
accept all major
credit cards! v Deeds
Locally Owned v Powers of Attorney —

v Real Estate Transactions

&1 ~ Homemade ~ . & .: 5 bt 1112%3 elnts'id . il A v Signature Witnessing
b = . arket Stree v And more...!
Soups : - Nekoosa, Wl nemore
Breads i L LLE 715-459-8366 = > Reasonable Rates

Rolls (RN “WHERE THE WINNERS GO~ Folowisn " Hows neatanitty e N
Superior Ingredients make Tasty Sweets, Treats & Cakes rﬁgﬂlﬁg:‘ﬂ;;::gls > Weekend Availability 2
n PEN 24 H n “Rs @championsautowash Call or Text Josh Today! 715-256-7553

1158 Snow Pass - Rome Town Center
< [} 608-449-0702 » wwwi.sliceofheavenrome.com

451056

B josh@jtpmobilenotary.net ¢ www.jtpmobilenotary.com

Live youl dream)
on the water | |
e |
el

Evensagin's
——/#WF—

~715-325-6100

www.evensonsmarine.com
264 Geneva Trail (Rome Town Center) * 715-325-6328

451069 451058 Find our Weekly Specials on FB

451061
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Entertainment 7035 I Guns 7264 I General Employment 7110
GO

FISH CANADA!l KING
FISHER RESORT! Cabin, Boat,
Motor and Gas. $91/person per
day. July, August & Sept Special
$88/person per day Easy Driving
access. 800-452-8824. www.kin
gfisherlodge.com

Open For Business 7036

SEI cne Cﬂl’ c
SOLUTIONS INC.
@ [75) 907 - 4610
In-Home Senior Care: At
Serene Care Solutions, we're
committed to enhancing the
quality of life for seniors by offer-
ing supportive, nurturing, and
dignified in-home care. Our ex-
perienced caregivers are care-
fully selected and trained to pro-
vide the highest quality of care,
ensuring comfort and peace of
mind for both seniors and their
families. Stay connected and in-
formed with our Family Portal,
available 24/7. Easily view care
schedules, daily notes, and up-
dates about your loved one's
well-being anytime, anywhere.
Our pricing is based on the level
of care required. Call for a free

consult! 715-907-4610

Rummage Sales This Week 7200

Kronenwetter:

Huge Multi Family Sale
April 3-5, Thurs-Fri. 8-6 Sat. 8-4
at 2080 Old Hwy 51, (1-1/2 miles

south of Cedar Creek Mall)
ltems too numerous to list here.
See pictures on
Craigslist/Facebook
715-359-4184

Rummage Sales Upcoming 7202

Nekoosa: Thursday, 4/10,8 a.m.-
4 p.m., Friday, 4/11,8 a.m.- 4 p.m.,
Saturday, 4/12,8 a.m.- 12 p.m.
LARGE RUMMAGE SALE
Nekoosa UCC 205 Market St.
Nekoosa

Estate Sales 7208

Estate Specialists

Estate Sale
Thur-Fri-Sat
April 3-4-5 @ 9:00 am
6711 Kellner Rd, WI
Rapids

Louie & Libby Rosandick Estate

House And Garage

are Packed Full!!
Antiques & Collectables: Red
Wing Crocks & Jugs, RW Cher-
ryband Pitcher & Bean Pot With
Adv, Glassware Of All Kinds, Ro-
seville Jardiniére, Bottle Collec-
tion, Blue Jars, Glass Churn, Old
Kitchen ltems, Adv Tins, 31 Day
Regulator Wall Clock, Brass
School Bell, Fluter Iron, Cos-
tume Jewelry, Sleigh Bells,
Large  Butternut  Wardrobe,
Washstand, Butternut, Drop
Front Desk With Bookcase,
Kitchen Cupboard, OIld Farm
Tools, Kraut Cutters, Spice Cabi-
net, Aladdin Lamp, Oil Lamps,
Cruet Set, Spinning Wheel,
Hummel Plates & Figurine, Sil-
verware, Butter Molds Victorian
Chairs Vintage Records, Old
Books, Children’'s Books, Old
Quilts, Large Wood Mallet, Old
Sleds, Wooden Skis.
Sewing Items: Bernina Activa
210 Sewing Machine, Janome
Sewist 509, Elna 3007, Totes
Full Of Fabric & Yarn, Batting,
Wool, Quilt Kits, Sewing Items,
Household & Garage Items:
Step & Ext Ladder, Workbench,
Vise, Some Tools, Fishing
Tackle, Lawn & Garden Tools,
QOutdoor Decor, Older Lift Chair,
Kitchen Cookware & Bakeware,
Roasters, Wing Back Chairs,
Grandfather Clock, Chests Of
Drawers, New Twin Size Bed &
Mattress, Board Games, Vacu-
ums, Loveseat, Large Selection
of Hardcover Books, and So
Much More!!

Check Out My
Facebook Page for Photos: Es-
tate Specialists Of Central Wi
715-305-3996

Antiques and Collectibles 1214

50 YEAR COLLECTION: Over 50
beer & advertising signs, flo blue
china, linens, decoys, furniture,
chello, Gibson mandolin, R/W
crocks, & much more. Fri. & Sat,
April 4 & 5- 8am-5pm. On the cor-
ner of W. State St. & Townline Rd,
lola, WI, follow signs. Look for ad
on Marketplace.

1244

Firewood

Firewood: Thick, dry oak slab-
wood, NO EDGINGS! 6 or 12 cord
loads. Pre Season Pricing. 715-
459-5311

WANTED TO BUY: Paying cash
for guns ammo and related. Will
buy one gun or complete collec-
tions. Central WI but will come to
you. 262-853-3853

§65 CASH §66

I Buy Out Estates,

Barns, Hoarder ﬂ
Houses Basements., W -

Military Items,
Gold Silver Coins, [y
0Old Musical L]
Instruments &
Jewelry. Guaranteed [*L
I'll Buy More Than J#
My Competitors
Call Randy -
T15-204-2578

L)

HELP WANTED
WEED HARVESTER
OPERATORS
Are you looking for a Great
Summer Part Time
Job on our lakes?
Tri-Lakes Management District
Needs you mid-May through
the end of September.
Minimum 2 days a week
Monday through Friday 7-3
Contact Craig at Tri-Lakes for an
application or call the office at
715-325-3250
Some basic mechanical
knowledge & boat driving skills a
plus but not necessary — will train.

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,
Merrill, WI. Seeking Director of
Youth & Family Ministry, Part-
Time Position(20 Hours Per
Week). The position strives to
foster  Christian  community
through building relationships
with young people and their
families and pursuing ways to
bring all generations together to
participate in God’s mission for
this church. Call 715-536-5813.

WANTED TO

BUY: ANTIQUES,
ANY OLD STUFF,

TOOLS, FURNI-
TURE - ESTATE
ITEMS, ETC. ILL
DIG THROUGH

PILES. CALL JERE
715-366-2574

WANTED TO BUY:
Looking for Cast Iron
Pots, Pans, Kettles
Call Jerry
715-366-2574

Dogs 2n

AKC REGISTERED
BRITTANY
PUPPIES:

2 MALES LEFT.
READY TO GO.
CALL JEFF
920-647-6444
For Sale: Cockapoo Puppies, Your

New Fluffy Friend! $350 OMO
715-669-3512

For Sale Mini Cavapoo pups very
cute good deposition all females
shots Vet Checked $800 call 715-
758-2433

Pomeranian Puppies, 3 males,
vet checked, shots, dewormed,
guaranteed health, fun & playful.
$450 Call 715-654-5149

Person to help run balloon game
on carnival. Housing provided or
commute on weekends possible.
Call Jim 920-290-1049

1326

Have lawn mower, looking for
lawns to mow in WI Rapids.
Call the old guy!

Call or Text 920-210-0320

Landscaping and Lawn

1356

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
Leaf Filter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-920-3533

Gutters and Gutter Cleaning

Painting and Wallpaper 7364

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.
Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,
Cabins, Homes.

Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

17370

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mater-
ial -steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer -up to
50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

advertise

715.256.4446

Roofing and Siding

BE OUR GUEST

Another season of growth

BY HALEI HEINZEL
77TH ALICE IN
DAIRYLAND

The migratory birds are
returning, the lakes, rivers,
and fields are starting to
thaw and bits of green are
popping up through what
remains of winter.

As I traverse the state in
“Tassie,” I notice the signs
of spring everywhere I go.

Whether you're raising
animals, planting crops on
hundreds of acres, growing
specialty crops in green-
houses or fields, or garden-
ing in the backyard, spring
brings different changes.

As spring arrives, so do
many of our baby farm ani-
mals.

For grazing animals like
sheep and goats, a spring
birth means there’s plenty
of fresh green plant growth
for ewes and does to have a
plentiful milk supply.

Plus, those plants will
still be ready to be munched
on when the lambs and kids
are ready to begin brows-
ing.

Cattle are pretty impres-
sive when determining the
timing of giving birth.

The Farmer’s Almanac
shares “University of Ar-
kansas scientists report
that spring calves tend to be
born when barometric (air)
pressure is high.”

High air pressure dis-
courages rainfall, which
means the calves usually
have a few days to dry off
and acclimate to their new
world before facing spring-
time storms.

For large-scale crop
farmers and backyard gar-
deners alike, one of the ear-
liest steps in the spring is
working on the soil.

Once the ground has
thawed, growers will use
various techniques to help
aerate the soil, address nu-
trient imbalances, tackle
any early weed issues, and

prepare the soil for a nice
planting location.

Aerating the soil through
tilling, broad forking, or
other methods to break up
the particles helps ensure
water and nutrients can get
to the soon-to-be-planted
plants.

Many specialty crop pro-
ducers and home garden-
ers can get a jump on the
season by starting some
of their seeds indoors or
in a greenhouse without
the worry of an upcoming
freeze.

Celery, peppers, broccoli,
tomatoes, squashes, pump-
kins, melons, cucumbers
and more can all be started
early and will transplant
nicely once it’s warmer out.

Your local University of
Wisconsin Extension Of-
fice is often a wonderful re-
source.

Equipment maintenance
is another key aspect of
springtime preparations.

After sitting through
winter and sometimes even
longer, equipment usually
needs cleaned.

Cobwebs, mouse nests,
dust and leaves all seem to

Heinzel

find their way into nooks
and crannies over winter.

Testing the functionality
of all the components of
the equipment comes next,
even down to the seed deliv-
ery mechanisms and spray
nozzles.

Just one malfunctioning
part can cause many head-
aches down the line.

Replacing filters, fluids,
checking electrical compo-
nents and tires and greas-
ing up parts that need to
move can all help make
spring planting easier and
extend the life of equip-
ment.

Springtime is known for
being a period of rebirth,
for the animals, for the
plants and sometimes for
the farmers.

After a cold winter, the
longer days and the warmer
temperatures help renew a
sense of excitement for the
upcoming season.

The fences can be fixed.
The water lines can be re-
paired.

The snow finally melts
away. And farmers are
ready for another season of
growth.

Pure Bred Mini Poodle pups. Well
socialized with  children. Vet
checked for shots N4328 County T
Shawano 715-758-6282 $400

Homes For Sale 7454

HOME FOR SALE RUDOLPH WI:
MOVE IN READY 3 Bed 2.5 Bath,
2 Car Garage, Maintenance Free
Exterior, Finished Basement, New
Furnace, Master Bath/Bedroom,
All New Flooring, Interior Paint,
Hardware, Sinks, Toilets, Light Fix-
tures, Walk In Shower, Tub, Trim,
Outlets, Switches, Door Handles,
Etc. 715-323-3671

Motorcydes 7502

2021 Can-am Spyder RT Lim-
ited, dark gray in color, excellent
condition, very low mileage 2545
miles asking $20,500 call 715-
304-8428

Boats 7508

2012 Bennington Model 20SF
Pontoon Boat, 188 hrs., skibar,
livewell, Yamaha 70hp motor,
Phoenix trailer w/bunks, 2 axles,
many extras, exc. cond. always
stored inside. $12,000. 715-
3052359, leave message. Mfld

Vehicles Wanted 7554

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!

Call today to place

your classified ad!
715-256-4446

High blood pressure: the silent threat
Americans searched for most in 2024

FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - In 2024, Ameri-
cans turned to Google for answers to
their health concerns, with “What
causes high blood pressure?” among
the most searched questions.

Soliant Health, a health care job
search site that analyzed 2024 Google
search data, highlighted this as a top
concern. This growing awareness re-
flects the connection between hyper-
tension and serious conditions like
heart disease, stroke, and chronic kid-

ney disease.

“People are starting to realize you
can develop high blood pressure with-
out any symptoms,” says Melissa
Wendell, a nurse practitioner at Aspi-
rus Cardiology. “They want to know

what they can do to prevent it.”

High blood pressure, or hyperten-
sion, develops over time and can often
be prevented. Wendell explains some

of the primary factors:

Unhealthy Diet: “High blood pres-
sure is often caused by a diet high in
processed foods and salt,” Wendell ex-
plains. A lack of potassium-rich foods

also contributes.

Obesity: Extra weight puts added
strain on the heart, increasing stress

on blood vessels.

Physical Inactivity: “Exercise helps
your blood vessels become more pli-

Wendell.

Underlying Medical Conditions:
Chronic issues like diabetes, kidney
disease, and sleep apnea are linked to
hypertension. “If blood pressure stays
high, it can lead to serious complica-
tions like chronic Kidney disease,”

Wendell notes.

able and can bring down your weight,
which lowers blood pressure,” says

Modern Lifestyle:
serves, “High blood pressure is hap-
pening at younger ages due to diets
high in salt and processed foods, along

Wendell

with decreased physical activity.”
Wendell emphasizes that hyper-

tension is preventable with lifestyle

changes. “Simply reducing salt and
avoiding processed foods can help
your blood pressure. Staying active
also makes a big difference.”

For those concerned, Wendell advis-
es taking early action. “It’s important

to know your numbers. See a primary

Wendell ob-

care provider to identify any under-
lying causes and determine whether
treatment is needed. Your provider
can help guide you.”
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FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY--Spring
wildfire season is upon us
and the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
is urging the public to
check fire danger before
conducting outdoor burn-
ing activities.

Nearly 170 wildfires
have burned over 450 acres
already this year, accord-
ing to the DNR; four times
more than a typical year at
this time.

Dry weather and gusty
winds are expected today
and tomorrow, leading to
the potential for increased
wildfire activity. Burn per-
mit suspensions will be
in effect in several south-
ern and central Wisconsin
counties.

Some minimal chances of
rain are expected over the
weekend, but fire officials
anticipate the fire danger
will be on an upward swing
over the coming weeks un-
til there is significant pre-
cipitation.

With the onset of the
spring fire season and the
forecasted conditions, fire
officials have begun staffing

fire equipment throughout
Wisconsin. Areas are espe-
cially vulnerable after the
snow cover melts and prior
to vegetation greening up.
Northern Wisconsin still
has lingering snow in the
woods but it is rapidly melt-
ing with the warmer tem-
peratures.

The main cause of wild-
fires this time of year is
burning brush and leaf
piles, and debris burning
continues to be the No. 1
cause of wildfires in Wis-
consin.

Burning permits are re-
quired in DNR Protection
Areas anytime the ground
is not completely snow-cov-
ered. Permit holders are au-
thorized to burn vegetative
materials, such as leaves,
brush and needles and are
designed so that burning is
done safely with minimal
wildfire risk. Permits are
free and can be obtained on-
line or by calling 1-888-WIS-
BURN (947-2876).

Once a burn permit has
been obtained, the individu-
al must call or go online af-
ter 9 a.m. on the day of the
planned burn to check daily

burn restrictions, such as
the legal burning hours,
size limitations or if burn-
ing has been suspended for
the day. Small campfires for
warming or cooking do not
require a burning permit.

Some areas of the state
are not regulated by the
DNR so it’s important to
check with local municipal
or fire department officials
for any ordinances or other
burning restrictions.

Sparks from recreational
equipment, campfires and
hot ashes from fireplaces
are also contributing fire
causes. Smoldering embers
can remain hot for days,
even weeks. If using a wood
stove or fireplace, empty
the ashes into a metal con-
tainer with a tight-fitting
lid or dump them onto bare
soil. Then, drown the ashes
with water and stir until
the embers are completely
cold.

The same goes for camp-
fires, burn barrels and
burned leaf and brush
piles. Before leaving the
area, drown the ashes, stir
and keep adding water until
all heat and smoke is gone.

Wisconsin DOJ offers
resources for teens, parents
amid rise in sextortion cases

FOR THE CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - The
Wisconsin  Department
of Justice (DOJ) Internet
Crimes Against Children
(ICAC) Task Force is pro-
viding resources for on-
line safety with tips for
talking to kids about safe
online practices as sex-
tortion cases increase
throughout the country,
including in Wisconsin.

Sextortion is a form of
sexual exploitation where
the offender receives
sexually explicit mate-
rial from the victim and
then threatens to release
the compromising ma-
terial unless the victim
sends money, gift cards,
and/or additional sexual
content, or engages in
sexual activity. Children
are particularly vulner-
able to this type of crime.
The National Center for
Missing and Exploited
Children (NCMEC) has
seen a dramatic increase
in online enticement,
which is a broad category
that includes sextortion
cases, being reported to
the CyberTipline. Finan-
cial sextortion, where the
offender demands money
from the person, is be-
coming more prevalent,
and teenage boys have
been the most common
targets in these recent
cases. Sextortion can have
tragic consequences for
victims including mental
health crisis and suicide,
although the data is not
tracked nationally.

If you or someone you
know is in crisis, the Na-
tional Suicide Hotline is
988. You can call or text
to reach a mental health
professional.

In 2025 so far, the Wis-
consin ICAC Task Force
has received 103 cybertips
related to sextortion. In
2024, the task force re-

ceived 237 cybertips relat-
ed to sextortion, up from
176 in 2023. These num-
bers do not include cases
reported directly to local
law enforcement agencies.
“Sextortion is a heinous
crime targeting teens
around the country,” said
Attorney General Josh
Kaul. “By learning how
to help prevent this crime
and how to respond ef-
fectively when it occurs,
members of the public
can help keep kids safe.”

Tips for teens who
may be victims of

sextortion
+ Remember, it’s not
your fault!

« Even if you made a
choice you regret, it’s nev-
er too late to get help.

 Tell a parent or trust-
ed adult right away.

« Do not pay money or
comply with the black-
mailer’s requests.

+ Report the account
through the platform’s
safety feature.

 Block the suspect, but
do not delete the messages
or your profile.

+ Report the crime to
law enforcement or at Re-
port.CyberTip.org.

What Can Parents/
Guardians Do To
Protect Their Kids?

The following tips are
informed by NetSmartz
and the National Center
for Missing and Exploited
Children.

Get involved

« Actively participate
in your children’s digital
lives.

+  Regular check-ins
about online interactions
should be the norm.

« Set online and offline
behavioral expectations.

+ Remind your child
that if they are a victim

of sextortion, that you are
a trusted adult and it is
never too late to get help.

Talk about
relationships

- Have regular discus-
sions about your family’s
expectations and values
regarding relationships.
Discuss the characteris-
tics of healthy relation-
ships, such as having and
respecting boundaries
and practicing consent.
Explain that both pres-
suring someone and being
pressured into uncomfort-
able or unsafe sexual be-
haviors is not okay. Help
children understand that
they should never for-
ward sexts they may re-
ceive from others, as lim-
iting the image’s spread
reduces the risk of it fall-
ing into dangerous hands.

Empower your child
« Provide resources that
your child can reach out
to, such as NCMEC.org
and CyberTipline.org.

Teach your child
how to report
someone.

Remind them that sex-
tortion is a crime, it is not
their fault and you are
here to help them.

If you or someone you
know has information on
potential child exploita-
tion, you can report it to
NCMEC online at report.
cybertip.org/ or by calling
1(800)843-5678. Reports
can also be made through
Speak Up, Speak Out
(SUSO), a 24/7 statewide
confidential reporting
system run by DOJ’s Of-
fice of School Safety. Re-
ports can be made online
at speakup.widoj.gov/, by
calling 1(800) MY-SUSO-1,
or by texting “SUSO” to
7384717.

Check fire condltlons efore you bur

Check condltlons before you burn debrls burning continues to be the No. 1 cause of W|Idf|res
in Wisconsin. Wisconsin DNR
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The 2025 Spring Lincoln-Nekoosa-Port Edwards-Adams/Friendship High School Trap Team, back row from left: Jordan Larson, Gabe Hauke, Blake Hafeman Carson Bender, Brayden Weis,Hoyt
Koch and Wyatt Koch; front row: Lee Ross, Keegan Lau, Charlie Michalsen, Jon Duerr, Erik Michalsen and Rhett Tranel. Absent from photo: Ashton Hayes, Lucas Inhof and Jerrett Nieman.

Submitted photo

Wisconsin High School Clay Target League Kicks off spring season

BY CITY TIMES STAFF
ROME - The Wisconsin
High School Clay Target
League recently started its
spring 2025 season.
“Athletes who shoot
during the spring season
have a state event where
all athletes are welcome to
compete for individual and
team awards,” a team re-

lease stated,

The state event is held at
the Wisconsin Trapshoot-
ing Association Home-
grounds in Rome, June 7-8.

“There is also a national
event that student athletes
must earn an invitation to
by shooting in the top of
their class during the spring
season,” the release added.

The national event is held
in Mason, Mich., July 9-13.

This event brings 1,800
of the top individual shoot-
ers and 240 of the top teams
from all of the states that
participate in the USA High
School Clay Target League
to shoot for the No. 1 spot in
the nation.

“The Lincoln, Nekoosa,

Port Edwards, Adams-
Friendship High School
Trap Team is a very com-
petitive team of young
shooters who participate
in the shotgun sport called
trap. It is offered to high
school students within the
school districts previously
listed,” the release added.
“Middle school students,

if interested, should see
one of the coaches at your
respective school district.”

Interested students must
have a valid Wisconsin DNR
Hunter Safety card prior to
team registration.

“Spring training is cur-
rently underway and
coaching staff is working
with new and returning

athletes to hone their skills
before the competition sea-
son starts. The competi-
tion part of the league runs
from the end of March to
our State shoot in early
June. Competition is held
one day a week at the Wis-
consin Trapshooting Asso-
ciation Homegrounds, our
home field, in Rome.”

Three take first place honors at Wisconsin State Gymnastics Championship

FOR THE CITY TIMES

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
— Russell Gymnastics,
Levels 6-10, participants
competed at the Wiscon-
sin State Gymnastics
Championship, = March
22-23, held at Verona Area
High School in Verona.

Three individuals gar-
nered first-place finishes
at the event.

Sophia Kinsella, of
Plover, Level 7, took first
on floor with a score of
9.600.

Bryleigh Keith, of
Wisconsin Rapids, Level
8, tied for first on beam
with a score of 9.300

Arianna Ostrum, of
Wisconsin Rapids, Level
10, took first on floor
with a score of 9.675.

Ostrum also took first
on bars with a score of
9.800, first on vault with
a score of 9.450 and had
a first place all around
score of 38.150.

Kinsella

Keith

Ostrum

Assumption track

teams Kick off season
Thomas takes first in 60-meter dash

BY CITY TIMES STAFF

WISCONSIN RAPIDS -
The Assumption Royal girls
track team opened its season
on March 21 at the SPASH in-
vite in Stevens Point.

All divisions came to-
gether with no separation
between small school or
large school.

Assumption Junior Bella
Thomas won the 60-meter

dash with a time of 7.78 —
just .02 ahead of Neenah’s
Celia Gentile.

Senior Brooklyn Schoe-
nick took ninth in the 1600
meter at 5:45.71. Neenah’s
Mazi Olkowski took first at
5:24.17.

The Assumption Royal
boys opened their season
on March 22.

Freshman Reed Hartjes

placed eighth in the 1600 me-
ter at 4:48.54. Pacelli’s Luke
Eiden took first at 4:33.66
The 4x400 meter relay
team of freshman, Cullen
Thomas; sophomore, Aid-
en Daliege; and seniors, Joe
Johnson and Owen Hagan
placed 10th at 3:50.66.
Neenah’s 4x400 meter re-
lay team took first at 3:43.04

Wisconsin’s high school
graduation rates reach new high

FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - New
data published from the
Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction shows
high school graduation
rates in the state are at
an all-time high. For the

2023-24 school year, 91.1
percent of Wisconsin high
school students gradu-
ated on time, marking
the highest rate since the
four-year adjusted cohort
was introduced in 2009-
10. Data released shows

chronic absenteeism rates
fell to 17.7 percent for the
2023-24 school year, while
attendance rates climbed
to 92.4 percent, marking
the lowest and highest lev-
els, respectively, since the
2020-21 school year.

Local sports online.
WRCityTimes.com
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Early Literacy Program helps build
strong foundations for children

FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - Read-
ing is one of the most pow-
erful tools for a child’s
development, helping to
build language skills, im-
prove cognitive function,
and strengthen emotional
bonds with caregivers. Ac-
cording to Reach Out and
Read, families participating
in the program are 2.5 times
more likely to read with
their children, leading to
improved school readiness
and communication skills.

To support early literacy
and child development, As-
pirus Health has partnered
with Reach Out and Read, a
national initiative that pro-
vides free books to children
during well-child visits.
The program encourages
families to make reading a
regular part of their daily
routine, helping children
develop essential skills for
future learning.

“Reading strengthens
language development and
creates meaningful connec-
tions between parents and
children,” said Lisa Faldu-
to, Program Director for
Reach Out and Read Wis-
consin. “These early expe-
riences play a critical role
in a child’s future success.”

Aspirus pediatricians
incorporate book distribu-
tion and literacy education
into checkups, reinforcing

the importance of read-
ing at an early age. “This
program makes reading a
positive part of health care
visits and provides books to
families who might not oth-
erwise have access,” said
Dr. Joseph Novak, a pedia-
trician at Aspirus.

From birth through age
five, children experience
rapid brain development,
and regular exposure to
books can significantly en-
hance their ability to learn.
Research has shown that
children who read regu-
larly demonstrate stronger
literacy skills and perform
better academically later
in life. Encouraging early
reading habits helps set
children up for long-term
success in school and be-
yond.

Beyond cognitive ben-
efits, reading together fos-

ters emotional security and
family bonding. “The other
piece that a lot of people
don’t think about when
reading is the bond that
happens between parent
and child,” Falduto added.
“That connection is crucial
for literacy development,
emotional health, and brain
development.”

Aspirus Health contin-
ues to support programs
that enhance childhood
development and promote
literacy. By working with
Reach Out and Read, Aspi-
rus helps make books and
literacy resources more ac-
cessible to families, giving
children the opportunity to
develop a love for reading
early in life.

For more information
about Reach Out and Read
visit www.reachoutan-
dread.org.

Community news online.

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
] et

WRCityTimes.com

Better begins with
a strong heart.

Better begins at Aspirus Health.

Addressing addiction: understanding
the importance of seeking treatment

FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY - Sub-
stance abuse continues to be
a significant concern across
many communities, with al-
cohol, opioids, and metham-
phetamine use among the
most common challenges
individuals face. Health care
professionals emphasize
that addiction is a medical
condition, not a moral fail-
ing, and that effective treat-
ment options are available
to help individuals regain
control of their lives.

Dr. Adam Clements,
Medical Director of the Of-
fice of Medical Education
at Aspirus and director of
the Family Practice Resi-
dency Program, believes
that shifting how people
view addiction is crucial.
“People look at addictions
like it’s a character flaw,
when really it’s a chronic
relapsing disease that there
are very good treatments
for,” Clements said. “Ad-
diction is no different than
any other medical condi-
tion, like diabetes or high
blood pressure. People de-
serve compassionate care
and effective treatment.”

Despite the availability
of treatment, many indi-
viduals delay seeking help
due to stigma, denial, or
uncertainty about where to
turn. “A significant barrier
is that people often don’t
know they have a problem
or that resources are avail-
able,” Clements added.
“It’s vital to recognize the
early signs of addiction be-
fore serious health compli-
cations occur.”

Clements

Treatment options are
diverse and tailored to in-
dividual needs. These in-
clude inpatient programs,
outpatient services, medi-
cation-assisted treatment
(MAT), and counseling.
Telehealth options also
provide greater accessi-
bility, allowing patients to
receive care from the com-
fort of their homes. MAT
has proven to be a life-
saving resource, reducing
cravings and lowering the
risk of overdose.

“Addiction care, like
many aspects of health
care, is a team effort,” said
Tiara Bonilla, Recovery
Case Manager at North
Central Health Care. “Seek-
ing treatment is a brave
first step. Many people don’t
realize help is available or
how to access it. Our goal is
to walk alongside individu-
als through the recovery
process, ensuring they’re
connected to the right sup-
port services.”

Bonilla also emphasized
that recovery looks differ-
ent for everyone. “Com-
plete abstinence may not
be everyone’s goal, and

Bonilla

that’s okay. Harm reduc-
tion strategies can im-
prove safety, stability, and
overall well-being. We
focus on helping people
maintain their jobs, family
lives, and personal respon-
sibilities,” she said.
Healthcare professionals
recommend starting with a
conversation with a prima-
ry care provider. “Having a
trusted doctor who listens
and can provide referrals
to specialized services can
make all the difference,”
Clements explained. “Ad-
diction treatment is accessi-
ble, and with the right sup-
port, recovery is possible.”
For those seeking sup-
port, many organizations
offer services to guide in-
dividuals on their journey
toward recovery. Resourc-
es range from counseling
and behavioral therapies
to peer support groups and
medication-assisted treat-
ments. The key message
from experts: you are not
alone, and help is available.
For more information
about substance use treat-
ment options, visit www.
norcen.org/Recovery.

4
ASPIRUS

HEART CARE

Trust your heart to one of the region’s top cardiac programs.

For more information
about Aspirus Health’s

Heart Care throughout

Central Wisconsin

visit aspirus.org
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“The Wealth InFormation Lady”:
There has Always Been Something to Worry About

» W The Wealth
| InFormation Lady

BY LOUANN SCHULFER, AWMA®, AIF®
ACCREDITED WEALTH
MANAGEMENT ADVISOR SM
ACCREDITED INVESTMENT
FIDUCIARY®, PUBLISHED AUTHOR

Tariffs, trade wars, in-
flation, interest rates, gov-
ernment spending, politi-
cal fighting, foreign wars,
ongoing labor shortages,
an aging population, social
security uncertainty, and
so much more. These all
make for sensational head-
lines, reasons to worry and
are the subject of many
conversations. Interest-
ingly enough though, there
have always been reasons
to worry, including worry-

ing about our money.

A quick look back at his-
tory reminds us of what
we’ve gotten through as a
country and financially.
Two World Wars, a great
depression, and an attack
on American soil in 1941
with the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. Consumer goods
shortages in 1944, the be-
ginning of the Cold War
in 1947, the Soviets deto-
nating an atomic bomb in
1949, and the Korean War

in 1950. The Soviets deto-
nated an H-bomb in 1953,
Castro seized power in
Cuba in 1959, and the Ber-
lin Wall was erected in
1961. The Cuban missile
crisis happened in 1962 and
President Kennedy was as-
sassinated in 1963. It must
have been rather stress-
ful to live through the late
1960’s with the Vietnam
War and in the 1970’s we
dealt with Watergate, an
oil embargo, an energy cri-
sis and the Three Mile Is-
land nuclear accident. In-
flation ran rampant in the
late 1970s and early 1980s,
and in 1981, both Presi-
dent Reagan and the Pope
were shot. The late 1980’s
brought the Savings and
Loan crisis as well as Black
Monday on October 19, 1987
when the stock market fell

by 20% in a single day. The
fed raised interest rates
six times in 1994, and the
end of the 90’s brought the
crash of technology stocks,
fears of Y2K and the 9/11
terrorist attacks. The sub-
prime mortgage market
melted down, leading to
the great recession in 2008.
Unemployment hit 10% in
2009 and we faced a “Fiscal
Cliff” and downgrade of US
debt in 2012. The 20-teens
brought hurricanes, trade
wars, and then, the infa-
mous Covid-19 pandemic.
We got through all of it.

I could tell you what a
few dollars invested in the
stock market would have
turned into going all the
way back to the beginning
of worry, but most of us
don’t have that kind of time
horizon. An interesting 10
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30 HOMES IN NEED OF A “STEAL DEAL’
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year segment is 1968-1978,
when the S&P 500 began at
96.47 and ended right back
where it started, at 96.11,
the epitome of a flat decade.
That may lead one to worry
that investing during those
ten years would have gotten
them nowhere. However,
had one invested $10,000 in
stocks to mirror the S&P 500
during that time frame and
reinvested their dividends,
their ten grand would have
grown to $15,174.

A disciplined investment
strategy includes remem-
bering that when headlines
sizzle and markets gyrate,
we recall that there has
always been something to
worry about.

LouAnn Schulfer of
Schulfer & Associates, LLC
Wealth Management can
be reached at (715) 343-9600
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com TheWealthInforma-
tionLady.com or  Schul-
ferAndAssociates.com

The opinions voiced in
this material are for gen-
eral information only and
are not intended to provide
specific advice or recom-
mendations for any indi-
vidual.

Securities and advisory
services offered through
LPL Financial, a Regis-
tered Investment Advisor.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 Index is a capitaliza-
tion weighted index of 500
stocks designed to measure
performance of the broad
domestic economy through
changes in the aggregate
market value of 500 stocks
representing all major in-
dustries.
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