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Hockey special section
Check out Pages 6-7 to find the Tomahawk Leader’s special section celebrating the Tomahawk
High School hockey team’s State Championship!
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Lincoln County Correctional
Sergeant charged with abuse,
battery of female inmate

BY TINA L. SCOTT
MMC STAFF

MERRILL - Jason H.
Meister, age 44, of Pearson
[Langlade County], made
an initial appearance in
Lincoln County Court on
Monday, March 10, via
video conference from the
Oneida County Jail, where
he was in custody to face
charges that he assaulted
an inmate at the Lincoln
County Jail in the course of
his employment as a Cor-
rectional Sergeant there.

Meister is charged with
one count each of abuse of
residents of penal facilities
and substantial battery,
both Class I Felonies.

If convicted, Meister
faces a maximum penalty
of up to three years and six
months imprisonment and/
or up to a $10,000.00 fine for
each count.

The charges stem from
an incident that occurred
on Friday, Feb. 28 at the Lin-
coln County Jail in Merrill.

According to the Crimi-
nal Complaint filed by the
Lincoln County District At-
torney’s office, Meister was
involved in an altercation
with a female inmate that
resulted in the inmate re-
quiring medical treatment
at Aspirus Hospital Merrill.

Medical records confirm
“Victim sustained two bro-
ken ribs and a laceration to
her right eyelid area that
required 10 sutures.”

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) Divi-
sion of Criminal Investiga-
tion (DCI) was called in to
lead an independent inves-
tigation into possible exces-
sive use of force by Meister.

“Victim stated that she
was not physically resistive,

Meister
Photo courtesy of the
Oneida County Jail

and while she was verbally
aggressive and using pro-
fanities, she wasn’t physi-
cally resisting the requests
of the Lincoln County Jail
correctional staff,” the
Complaint said. “Victim
stated that she remembers
having her head banged
and felt extreme pressure
on her head. Victim further
stated that she was thrown
onto a cell bunk and then
dragged onto the ground,
where Victim stated she
was punched and kicked.”

The Complaint goes on
to detail surveillance video
of the incident that was re-
viewed by DCIL.

“In the video, a correc-
tional officer, identified as
Jason Meister, open [sic]
the cell door to the cell that
held Victim. Victim is ob-
served standing at the cell
door with her arms crossed.
Meister entered the cell and
as Meister enters the cell
Victim steps away from
the cell door. Meister is ob-
served grabbing Victim by
the hair or back of the head
and slamming her head into
the clear window of the cell.
Meister is then observed
throwing Victim down onto

the jail bench/bed. Victim’s
blood from her head can be
observed on the wall as she
was pulled from a standing
position to the cell bench/
bed. Meister then pulled
Victim from the cell bench/
bed to the cell floor. Meis-
ter deliver [sic] multiple
punches and knee strikes
to Victim’s body. Victim is
not observed being actively
resistive or fighting back.”

During the initial ap-
pearance, Lincoln County
District Attorney Kristo-
pher Ellis noted the dis-
parity between the current
law that charges an inmate
who assaults another in-
mate with a Class H Felony
while a correctional officer
who assaults an inmate is
charged with a Class I Fel-
ony, a lesser charge. He re-
quested Meister be held on
$5,000.00 cash bond and said
he wished he could request
a higher bond under the cir-
cumstances.

Meister, who appeared
without legal counsel, ar-
gued that he has family in
the area and, as such, would
not be a flight risk.

Lincoln County Circuit
Court Judge Robert Russell
presided over the court ap-
pearance and set a $2,500.00
cash bond. In addition, he
said Meister is to have no
contact with the victim ex-
cept for incidental contact
in a confined setting, and
Meister is prohibited from
obtaining employment lead-
ing to his acting in a super-
visory role.

Judge Russell said he
would recuse himself from
the case due to his working
relationship with the Lin-
coln County Sheriff’s Office.

Meister
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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Historical Society seeking information on quilt
The Tomahawk Area Historical Society is seeking information on an item it recently received
via donation. The organization was given an old, handmade by an unknown donor that had
purchased it from a thrift shop. The quilt features what appears to be hand-drawn Wisconsin-

related imagery, including sports and wildlife. “We know nothing about the history of this quilt

and are hopeful someone may recognize it and provide some valuable historical information,”
the Historical Society stated. Those who have information about the quilt may contact the
Historical Society at tomahawkhistsociety@gmail.com.
Photos courtesy of the Tomahawk Area Historical Society

Green Bu‘1

Pockers

State W dlie

A g |

Handwriting competition
In January, kindergarten through fifth grade students at St. Mary’s School took part in the
Zaner Bloser Handwriting Competition. Pictured, from left to right, are the students who were
chosen for the best printing and cursive writing, and whose work will go on to the national
level: Cecilia Hock, Ellie Tollefson, Grace McMahon, Leo Amelse, Marlie Anderson and Zoe

Lechleitner.

Photo courtesy of Juanita Skubal

THS students set to compete in
SkillsUSA Wisconsin State Conference

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

MADISON - Tomahawk
High School students are
among those set to compete
in the 52nd annual SkillsU-
SA Wisconsin State Leader-
ship and Skills Conference.

The conference is slated
to be held at the Alliant
Energy Center and Madi-
son Area Technical Col-
lege (MATC) in Madison
on Tuesday, April 1 and

—
——

SkillsUS\ .

Wednesday, April 2.

The Opening and
Awards ceremonies will
take place in the Alliant
Energy Center’s Veterans
Memorial Coliseum, while
the competitions will be
held in the Exhibition Hall
as well as at MATC, a re-

lease from SkillsUSA said.
The 2025 conference will
feature more than 1,750
middle, high school, and
college/post-secondary
students 200-plus teachers
and more than 300 indus-
try volunteers working in
over 75 competitions in a
wide variety of areas.
“The Opening Ceremo-
ny is scheduled for 1 p.m.

SkillsUSA
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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League of Women Voters:
Candidate info available
via Vote411

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER

NORTHERN WISCONSIN - The League of Wom-
en Voters of the Northwoods ( LWVNOW) and the
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin (LWVWI) have
published information on candidates running for of-
fice in the Tuesday, April 1 Spring Election.

The Vote411 Candidates Guide is available at www.
Vote411.wi.org.

A release from LWVNOW said the guide includes
responses from candidates on “their experience, why
they are running for office, what they hope to accom-
plish for the voters and, if they are an incumbent, the
highlights of their time in office.”

“All candidate responses will be used verbatim,”
LWVNOW stated prior to the guide’s publication.
“The LWVNOW will list all candidates, regardless
of whether they respond to the above questions. For
the statewide candidates who did not respond, the
LWVWI will post their photos, websites and recorded
interviews, if they are available.”

About LWVNOW

The LWVNOW encompasses Florence, Forest, Lan-
glade, Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas counties. The local
league belongs to the state and national League of
Women Voters, a “non-partisan organization devoted
to helping members and fellow citizens develop edu-
cated political opinions and act upon them through
the democratic process.” The league’s monthly meet-
ings and sponsored events are open to all.

Contact the league by emailing information@
lwvnow.org or visiting www. lwvnow.org.

L LEAGUE of WOMEN VOTERS
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Law Office, LLC

Integrity ® Compassion ® Commitment

Accepting IN-PERSON Appointments
in Merrill One Week Per Month

Next is April 7th-11th, 2025
Serving Merrill and Central Wisconsin

* Cost-Effective and Comprehensive
Estate Planning solutions
including Wills, Revocable Trusts,
Medicaid Asset Protection Trusts,
Special Needs Trusts, LLCs,
Powers of Attorney, and Deeds

¢ Probate Avoidance

* Offer both in-person and virtual
appointments throughout the year.

* New Office located in Craig
Nienow office building at
1105 E Main St., Merrill

* Probate Administration and
Guardianship Assistance

Merill Native
Dan C. Koblitz
Attorney &

Call, email or sign-upon oy

the website for your free
consultation and quote.

“Dan was so helpful and easy to work with. He listened to our needs
and drafted all our estate planning documents in a timely manner.
We were very pleased with his professionalism and concern.

It was a pleasure working with him.”

- Ted & Sallie

at Law

www.koblitzlawfirm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlawfirm.com
301-960-5857

Nicolet College announces lineup of
upcoming community education classes

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

RHINELANDER - Ni-
colet College last week an-
nounced its latest Arts and
Enrichment courses and
programming.

A release from Nicolet
said the spring/summer
2025 lineup “(offers) arange
of opportunities for com-
munity members to con-
nect with each other.”

“This season is brim-
ming with classes and
events designed to inspire,
educate and bring people
together,” Nicolet stated.
“From astronomy, fishing
and gardening to mosaics,
ceramics and dance, the
classes offer something for
everyone.”

Nicolet said the Outdoor
Adventure series invites
participants to immerse
themselves in the natural
beauty of the Northwoods
through various outdoor
activities. Highlights in-
clude the return of the
Musky Seminar, kayaking
on Lake Julia, a photogra-
phy hike on college trails,
a Sunday brunch drawing
event in the art lab and a
transformative summer
solstice yoga experience on
the expansive college field.

“Step into the art gallery
at the Northwoods Center,
where you’ll witness ex-

m——

Nicolet College’s community education classes aim to “enrich the lives of learners of all ages in
Photo courtesy Nicolet College

the Northwoods.”

cellence from the college’s
art labs in the annual stu-
dent show,” Nicolet said.
“Then, dive into the 38th
Annual Northern National
Art Competition, which al-
lows locals to compete on a
national stage to deliver an
ambitious, wide ranging ex-
hibit.”

The college noted that
Nicolet Live! brings musi-
cians, authors, films and
theater productions to
the world-class stage that
enrich the community
through arts and culture.

The spring theater produc-
tion will be Reduced Shake-
speare Company’s “All the
Great Books (Abridged),” a
roller-coaster ride through
a compact compendium of
the world’s great books, Ni-
colet said.

A new season of Learn-
ing in Retirement classes
are also planned, which
celebrate lifelong learning
courses and activities cre-
ated by and for retirees and
older community members.

Learn more and pur-
chase tickets online at

www.nicoletcollege.edu/
community.

Nicolet said class fees
offset instructor pay and
materials costs, noting that
in its mission to serve all
learners, the college offers
scholarships for commu-
nity classes.

Full scholarships are
available for veterans for
any class or event, and
partial scholarships are
available to anyone based
on need. For more details,
email ce@nicoletcollege.edu
or call 715-365-4544.

LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF'S REPORT

As reported by the Lincoln
County Sheriff’s Office Monday,
March 10:

On 3/6/2025 a deputy was
send to the N700 block of STH
64 in the Town of Pine River for
a reported property damage
crash. Upon arrival, the deputy
had found the crashed vehicle
unoccupied. The deputy located
the owner’s identification and
began searching for him at

his last known address. As the
deputy was searching for the
driver, the driver returned to the
scene with a tractor and pulled
the vehicle out. A short time
later, the deputy saw the vehicle

GRAND PRIZE
DRAWING

in operation on Poplar Rd. The
deputy made an attempt to

stop the vehicle, but the driver
pulled into a private driveway
and attempted to flee on foot.
The suspect, a Merrill man,

53, eventually complied with

the deputies’ efforts to detain
him. In speaking with the man,
the deputy observed signs of
impairment and asked the man
to do some sobriety tests. As a
result of those tests, the man
was arrested for a 4th offense

of OWI, along with resisting/
obstructing an officer and vehicle
operator flee/elude officer. The
subject was later booked into the

Lincoln County Jail.

On 3/8/2025 the Sheriff’s
Office received a complaint

of a reckless driver traveling
S/B on USH 51 near the 224
mile marker in the Town of
Bradley. It was reported that the
suspect vehicle was hitting the
rumble strips and the middle
lane regularly. A deputy located
the suspect a short time later
and observed similar driving
behavior, prompting the deputy
to stop the vehicle on USH 51
S/B near the 211 mile marker.
The deputy made contact with
the driver, a Hatley man, 55, and
observed signs of impairment.

WIN A NEW JOHN DEERE TRACTOR

OR ONE OF THREE ZERO TURN

MOWERS

HOURLY HOT SEATS
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HO-CHUNK ) GAMING
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The deputy asked the driver to
perform some sobriety tests,
and as a result of those tests,
the driver was placed under
arrest for a second offense of
OWI and resisting arrest. The
driver was later booked into the
Lincoln County Jail.

Deputies conducted 26 traffic
stops and 44 security checks.
Deputies responded to five car
vs. deer crashes, one car vs.
bird, and one car vs. unknown
animal.

Driving complaints: Nine.

The 911 Center took four hang-
up calls and five nuisance calls.

MEISTER

FROM PAGE 1

The court then adjourned
Meister’s initial appearance
to allow time for him to get
an attorney and for an out-
of-county judge to be as-
signed to the case. Once the
new judge is assigned, the
adjourned initial appear-
ance will be scheduled.

Meister subsequently
posted his bond earlier this
month and was released
from custody.

This case has not been
concluded. Unless a judg-
ment of conviction is en-
tered, the defendant is
presumed innocent of all
charges.

A March 10 press release
from the DCI said, “As a re-
sult of an internal investi-
gation, the Lincoln County
Sheriff’'s Office has termi-
nated Mr. Meister’s employ-
ment as a correctional ser-
geant with their agency.”

“The Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Office is fully coop-
erating with the investiga-
tion,” the release said.

advertise
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Cub Scouts tour Highway Department
Tomahawk’s Cub Scouts Pack 548 recently had the opportunity to tour the Lincoln County Highway Department. The Scouts
thanked Lincoln County Highway Commissioner Jason Lemmer for providing them with the tour.
Photo courtesy of Christina Schultz

LCVSO holding
Tomahawk visits

Lincoln County Veterans
Service Officer Matthew Pultz
will be available at Tomahawk
City Hall, 23 N. 2nd St., on
Thursday, March 20; Thurs-
day, April 3; and Thursday,
April 17, from 8 a.m. to 4 pm.
each day. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call 715-539-1083.

Grace Lutheran
blood drive
A Dblood drive, sponsored
by the American Red Cross,

News Briefs

will be held at Grace Lu-
theran Church, 108 W. Somo
Ave., Tomahawk, on Tues-
day, March 25 from 11:30 a.m.
to 5:30 pm. Appointments
are recommended, but not
necessary. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call 1-800-733-2767
or visit wwuw.redcrossblood.
org. A photo ID or Red Cross
ID is required. The Red Cross
will provide free A1C testing
on all successful blood dona-
tions during March, August
and November to screen for
prediabetes and diabetes.

Open Arms Community
Meal to reopen April 1

Open Arms Community
Meal, served each Tuesday
at St. Mary’s Corpus Chris-
ti Center, 320 E. Washington
Ave., Tomahawk, will re-
open on Tuesday, April 1 at
5 p.m. All are welcome. For
more information, call Teri
at 715-218-7776.

VFW dance
A dance will be held at
VFW Post 2687, 203 S. 4th

St.,, Tomahawk, on Satur-
day, June 7 from 8 p.m. to 12
a.m. Gary Buchannon will
be featured.

Donations to cover
student lunch debts
being accepted

A Park City Credit Union
account established to
cover student lunch debts
at the School District of
Tomahawk is continuing to
accept donations. To con-
tribute to the account, visit
Park City Credit Union.

SKILLSUSA

FROM PAGE 1

on April 1, with competi-
tion set up and event brief-
ings held throughout the
day,” the release said. “The
State Championships will
commence April 2 at 7:30
a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m.
All contests are conducted
under the direction of in-
dustry experts, trade asso-
ciations, and labor organi-
zations, testing competen-
cies that are set to industry
standards.”

The Closing Ceremony,
including the presentation
of awards, will start at 6:30
p.m. The first-place win-
ners will go on to compete
in the National SkillsUSA
Championships in Atlanta,
Ga., in June.

The public is encouraged

to attend the SKkillsUSA
Wisconsin State Champion-
ships for free.

About SkillsUSA
Wisconsin

Founded in 1973, Skill-
sUSA Wisconsin, with more
than 2,500 members in over
150 chapters, is a partner-
ship of students, teachers,
and industry representa-
tives working together to
ensure America has the
skilled workforce needed
to stay competitive. The
diverse talent pipeline cov-
ers 120 trade, technical and
skilled service occupations,
mostly related to science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM).

More than 200 corpora-
tions, trade associations,
businesses and  labor
unions support SkillsUSA

439604
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Free estimates and consultation.

715-873-4670

Interior & Exterior.

Your north woods painters since 1972

CENTURY 21

Bast Way Realty

Century21BestWay.com
119 W. Wisconsin Ave.
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Call the
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Wisconsin. Programs are
integrated into career
and technical education
through a framework of
personal, workplace, and
technical skills grounded in
academics. SKkillsUSA also
offers technical skill assess-
ments and other workplace
credentials.

“Helping each student
excel and a solution to
shrinking the skills gap,
SkillsUSA is a national non-
profit organization serving
high school and college
students who are preparing
for careers in trade, techni-
cal, and skilled service oc-
cupations,” SKkillsUSA said.
“SkillsUSA empowers its
members to become world-
class workers, leaders, and
responsible American citi-
zens. SkillsUSA improves
the quality of our nation’s

future skilled workforce
by developing framework
skills, including personal,
workplace and technical
skills grounded in academ-
ics. The SkillsUSA mission
is built upon - and its suc-
cess depends on - the com-
mitment of members and
partners to the following
values: integrity, respect,

responsibility, citizenship
and service.
For more information

on the State Leadership
and Skills Conference, visit
www.skillsusa-wi.org or
email wisconsinskillsusa@
gmail.com.

Need Pet Food?

Ifitis a hardship to feed your pet

e 2 o

is a non-profit organization to help local pets in need.
Monetary & dry pet food
donations needed.
Drop off: T. Warehouse Liquor &
Auntie Em’s Resale

Info: Sunnie 715-612-5866
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TMS forensics
team wraps up
2025 season

FOR THE TOMAHAWK Van Ryen, Readers
LEADER Theatre, excellence.
TOMAHAWK - The

Emma Perdue, Maddilyn
Nieman, Readers Theatre,
excellence.

Tomahawk Middle School
(TMS) forensics team re-
cently wrapped up its 2025
season.

Results are as follows. Level two: Crandon
Jordy Kelley, Vallyn Ott,
Kindra Kallerud, Play

Acting, merit.

Molli Feltes, Mya Loka,
Play Acting, excellence.
Micah Cerkas, Prose,
excellence.

Alaina Stogbauer, Sloane
Eisenman, Kortney
Busterud, Readers
Theatre, excellence.
Marley Dean, Avielle
Kromm, Avery Suchomel,

Level one: Tomahawk

Jackie Wendorf, Mattelyn
Fogtiene, Readers Theatre
category, excellence rating.
Micah Cerkas, Prose,
excellence.

Greyson Ksobiech, Nolan
Ksobiech, Eli Larsen, Play
Acting, merit.

Kindra Kallerud, Jordy
Kelley, Vallyn Ott, Play
Acting, excellence.

Abbigail Doleshal, Readers Theatre,
Delaynie Doleshal, excellence.

Readers Theatre, Abbigail Doleshal,
excellence. Delaynie Doleshal,
Marley Dean, Avielle Readers Theatre,
Kromm, Avery Suchomel, excellence.

Readers Theatre, Jackie Wendorf, Mattelyn
excellence. Fogtiene, Readers

Theatre, excellence.
Harper Kuntz, Emma
Perdue, Readers Theatre,
merit.

Matilda VanAsten,
Gabriella Ulrich, Elena
Van Ryen, Readers
Theatre, excellence.
Ruby Foster, Skye
Scheffler, Readers
Theatre, merit.

Ruby Foster, Skye
Scheffler, Readers
Theatre, excellence.
Alaina Stogbauer, Sloane
Eisenman, Kortney
Busterud, Readers
Theatre, excellence.
Molli Feltes, Mya Loka,
Play Acting, excellence.
Matilda VanAsten,
Gabriella Ulrich, Elena
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OBITUARIES

Obituary updates are posted
at www.tomahawkleader.com

Sylvia M. Betka, 81, of Toma-
hawk, passed away peacefully
Monday, March 10, 2025 at the
Season of Life Hospice House
in Woodruff with her family by
her side. Sylvia was born Nov.
29, 1943 in Chicago, Ill., the
*= daughter of Laurie and Ailie
- (Maki) Davidson. She was first
married to Stanley Stichmann
| in 1961, then married Tom
Betka March 10, 1984 and he
preceded her in death in 1993.
\ Sylvia worked in the office at
the Cheese Factory in Brant-
" wood. She then worked at
Golden Age Nursing Home in housekeeping and then be-
come a secretary. She worked some odd jobs before getting
hired at Owens-Illinois, now known as PCA. She became
very involved in the union as a union steward and then be-
came the union secretary. She was also a member of the
Women's Network. Sylvia enjoyed playing baseball in her
younger years, shooting pool, deer hunting and fishing (she
and her late husband Tom were members of Musky Masters).
She was an avid gardener, avid reader, bird watcher and en-
joyed watching the Green Bay Packers, going to a few
games with her daughter Deb. She had a special place in her
heart for Alaska; she and Tom traveled there several times.
After retirement, she was involved with the Red Hats and
had a group of lady friends that would get together often.
Also, Sylvia, Mary, Terri and Sandy went on several adven-
tures together. Most of all, Sylvia treasured spending time
with family and friends.
Surviving are her daughters, Debra Stichmann, Rhinelander;
Dawn (Gene) Horwath, Tomahawk; sons, David (Trudy)
Stichmann, Brantwood; Dale Stichmann, Tomahawk; 10
grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild on the way.
She is preceded in death by her parents and a great-grandson,
Kyle.
Memorial services for Sylvia were held at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
March 16, 2025 at Krueger-Nimsgern Funeral Home, Toma-
hawk, with Chaplain Michele Rein officiating. Visitation
was held from 12 p.m. to time of service at 2 p.m.
Online condolences for the family may be directed to www.
nimsgernfuneral.com.

Ruth E. Komarek, age 77, of]
Westboro, Wis., passed away
on Sunday, March 9, 2025, at
Rib Lake Health Services.
Ruth was born in South Mil-
waukee, Wis., on Oct. 17,
1947, to the late Randall and
Joyce (Wesley) Thompson.
She was married to Ronald
Komarek on Feb. 10, 1969; he
survives.

Ruth attended Rawson Avenue
Grade School in South Mil-
waukee, the Greenlawn School
in Oak Creek, Wis., and the
Parkway School in South Mil-
waukee until her family moved to a farm in Manawa, Wis.
There, Ruth attended Spring Brook Elementary School and
the Manawa High School. Her family later moved to a farm
in lola, Wis., where she was a 1965 graduate of the Iola-
Scandinavia High School. In 1966, she moved with her fam-
ily to South Milwaukee. Ruth was employed at Allen-
Bradley and then Briggs & Stratton. While working at
Briggs & Stratton, she became friends with the girls from
Rib Lake, Wis., and while visiting the area, she met the love
of her life, Ron Komarek, in 1968. Ruth moved to the North-
woods when they were married in 1969. She was a devoted
mother who loved raising her four boys with Ron. She en-
joyed baking, cooking, and sewing...many quilts and cloth-
ing were made with love by Ruth.

Survivors include her husband of 56 years, Ronald Komarek;
her sons, Greg (Lisa) Komarek, Ted (Amy) Komarek, and
Ray (Sarah) Komarek; her siblings, Ray Thompson, Charles
(Nola) Thompson, Barbara (Peter) Jacobson, and Julie
Austin; her sisters-in-law, Barbara Thompson and Jacquelyn
Thompson; and her brother-in-law, Steve Cournia. Ruth is
further survived by her grandchildren, Samantha (Clayton)
McTaggart, Katie (Cole) Harvey, Autumn Komarek, Eli Ko-
marek, Ethan Komarek, Joyce Komarek, Brianna (Drew)
Rohde, and Alyssa Schellin, in addition to two great-grand-
babies due in August and September.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Randall and
Joyce; her son, Ronald Komarek Jr.; her brothers, Randall
Thompson and infant Paul Thompson; and her sister, Paula
Cournia.

A private celebration of life gathering will be held at a later
date.

Generations Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the
family. You may view Ruth’s obituary and leave online con-
dolences at www.generationsfuneral.com.

William “Will” Ray Bright,
69, of Tomahawk, and a former
Rhinelander resident, passed
away on Wednesday, March
12, 2025, at Country Terrace in
Tomahawk.

Will was born in Sault St.
Marie, Michigan, on Nov. 14,
1955, to Stanley and Kathryn
(LaMothe) Bright. He attended
schools in Sault St. Marie and
was a 1974 graduate of Sault
St. Marie High School. After
graduating, Will began work-
ing for his father at the fam-
ily’s music store. This led to
his love for music for the rest of his life. He worked for his
father for ten years and then he moved to Sturgeon Bay,
Wis., where he taught music and played with the group Ris-
ing Sun, and later with Dessert Skies, he and Sherry later
played as a two-piece band called Renaissance, playing at
various locations in the Northwoods. Will was united in mar-
riage to Sherry Bushey in 1981. The couple lived in Stur-
geon Bay until 1987 when they moved to Tripoli. Will
moved to Rhinelander in 2012. Will enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, and camping.

He is survived by his best friend, of 45 years, Sherry Bright
of Tripoli, sister, Kathryn (Paul) Hunyady, of Florida, broth-
ers, Stanley (Mona) Bright of Florida and Ernie Bright, of]
Michigan, and a brother-in-law, Jimmy Clow of Michigan.
Will is further survived by and will be dearly missed by the
Bushey family and by nieces, nephews and other relatives
and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, sister, Debbie
Clow, brother, Ernest Wright, and sister-in-law, Judy Bright.
Will didn’t want a funeral. He loved music and getting to-
gether with friends for jam sessions. A celebration jam ses-
sion will take place at the Lynne Town Hall, located at 5102
Willow Rd., Tripoli, in the Willow Region on Saturday, May
17,2025, from 12 p.m. until 4 p.m. This will be a fun get-to-
gether with an open mic acoustic jam session. Nothing
would put a smile on Will’s face more than seeing people
getting together to play music and enjoy the day remember-
ing him.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the Hildebrand Funeral
Home and Cremation Specialists, 24 E. Davenport Street,
Rhinelander, Wis., 54501, 715-365-4343. Everyone is in-
vited to sign the online condolence at www.hildebrandrussth.
com.
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Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat. 5 pm ¢ Sun. 9:00 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study ¢ 9:30am Worship
Pastor John Miskimen

= Streaming Worship on our website:
R.‘ea‘gg %ﬂ:r‘::yclgl C:l 'Xh www.gracelutherantomahawk.com
- ]
Tomahawk

Spirit Baptist

Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West

of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 * 715-657-0764

Duane Harper Pastor
Affiliated w/Bapist General Conference

715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm
Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele

Community Seventh

Day Adventist
715-453-3407
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk ¢ 715-453-5809 58 53-340 :
A unday School - 9:30 am Sunday
Pastor Eric Anderson

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Church: 11am, Sabbath School: 9am | { ;. ccx Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk e 715-453-2878
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor
Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk
Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay
715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-willow
12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

Sara Park Activity Ctr, 900 W. Somo Ave
9:30am Sunday Service & live-streamed
on our Facebook page.

Interim Pastor - Pastor Barry Rudesill

Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

St. Augustine Catholic

Intersection of D & B,

Harrison ¢ 715-453-2561

Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS ¢ 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod

715-453-5391

12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk

Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Directory made possible by these churches and...

PC4A

Pl bl [ DRFORAT O R
N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk
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24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk ¢ 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30

Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United

Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Trinity Lutheran Church
715-428-2851
4594 Hwy 8, Prentice
Pastor Scott Holobeck
Sat 10am Worship Service,
11am Bible Study

Associated Clergy of Tomahawk

“Pastor’s Corner”
Rest is God’s Gift

We as a society worry too much and do too much. We
need downtime, but often feel guilty about taking it.
We need to rest physically, emotionally, mentally and
spiritually.

We only need to read what Jesus did when the crowds
pressed hard against him. He found a deserted place to
find rest and restoration. King David wrote in Psalm 62
“Our soul finds rest in God.” Every creature needs time
to rest—even God!

We also need to be silent, alone and pray, praise and trust
God. He doesn’t want us to be weighed down by worry.
We cannot meet everyone’s needs.

The restless soul is never satisfied with wealth or success.
Our successes and achievements do not define us. Jesus
is saying “Come to me. He will take our burdens and
give us rest.” (Matthew 11:28).

Sometimes stillness can accomplish what motion and
effort can’t. God tells us in Psalm 46:10 “Be still and
know that I am God.” The Hebrew verb “be still” also
is translated “cease striving.” I can attest that striving is
not what God wants. When we pull ahead of God, we
miss His plan, and we miss His blessing. It takes time in
prayer with God to discern His plans for us. His plans are
always better that ours.

Everyone needs to take time to rest. God commanded
it. He created the whole world in six days and saw that
resting of the seventh day was a good idea. (Genesis
2:2) We don’t need permission to rest. It’s built into our
DNA. And its one of our Ten Commandments.

Our life must include a balance of work and rest. The
older I get the more I need the rest part. How is your
balance of work and rest?

Only God can restore us. But restoration takes time. We
saw the devastation in North Carolina from the massive
floods last year, and we have seen the destructive fires in
California. It will take time to restore those communities,
and maybe even more time to restore the hopes and fears
of their people, but God will not abandon any of us.

Remember God led the Israelite’s, conquered by the
Babylonians, who destroyed Jerusalem, back home after
their captivity. God can restore us. If things have been
broken and beyond repair, God assures us he can rebuild
our shattered pieces. He will give us a new life.

ssociated Pastor Carolyn Rauschert
Cler Associated Clergy of
9y Tomahawk
of Tomahawk

451470

Timothy “Tim” C. Prebeg,
age 66, of Tomahawk, passed
away on Sunday, March 9,
2025. Tim was born on Jan. 12,
1959, in Perrysburg, Ohio, to
the late Joseph and Marilyn
(Johnson) Prebeg. He was later
married to Joyce Hammersley
on July 7, 2018; she survives.
Tim grew up and attended
school in Perrysburg, Ohio,
_ graduating with the class of]
F ~ 1977 at Perrysburg High
L - School. He had moved to Tom-
¥ e ahawk in 1982 and started
] work at the Owens-Illinois
Paper Mill where he worked until his retirement a few years
ago. Tim enjoyed gardening and playing cards and loved the
Green Bay Packers and Milwaukee Brewers.
Survivors include his wife, Joyce Prebeg, of Tomahawk; his
son, Cody West, of San Diego, Calif.; his brothers, Dan
(Marie) Prebeg, of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and Joe Prebeg, of]
Madison, Wis. He is further survived by many nieces and
nephews.
Tim was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph and Mari-
lyn; and his brother, John Prebeg, of Merrill, Wis.
A private family gathering for Tim will be held at a later
date.
Generations Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the
family.

s

Amanda L. Hilgendorf, age
37, of 704 Leather Court, Tom-
ahawk, passed away peacefully
at her home Wednesday, March
12, 2025 surrounded by her
" family.
Amanda was born Jan. 13,
1988 in Tomahawk to Brent
and Lisa (Johnson) Roberts.
She graduated from Tomahawk
High School in 2006. She ex-
celled in basketball, volleyball,
and softball. Amanda married
~ the love of her life and best
,J : friend, Greg Hilgendorf on
Feb. 14, 2009; this loving
union produced two amazing sons, Brody and Hunter. She
loved being a mother and enjoyed watching the boys in all of]
their activities. She also enjoyed fishing, vacations on the
beach, boating, and her new home on the water. She worked
for the Tomahawk School District as a paraprofessional for
seven years and had a love for all kids. Most of all Amanda
loved being a mother and cherished all of her family.
Surviving Amanda is her husband, Greg; two sons, Brody
and Hunter; her parents, Brent and Lisa Roberts; a brother,
Brock (Chelsea) Roberts; maternal grandmother, Carol John-
son; paternal grandmother, Ceil Roberts. She is further sur-
vived by a niece Avery and a nephew to arrive soon. Amanda
is also survived by her father and mother-in-law, Gary and
Joan Hilgendorf.
The Mass of Christian Burial was offered Monday, March
17, 11 am. at St. Mary Catholic Church. Fr. Aloysius An-
thony officiated. Burial took place in Calvary Cemetery. The
family received friends at the Corpus Christi Center of St.
Mary Catholic Church Sunday from 4 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. A
prayer service was held at 7:30 p.m in the Corpus Christi
Center. The visitation continued Monday morning from 10
a.m. until the time of mass at 11 a.m. in the church.
Krueger-Nimsgern Funeral and Cremation Service assisted

for the family.
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Luck O’ The Irish

Dear Reader,

Another Saint Patrick’s Day is
upon us, and for one day, everyone
— Irish or not — joins in the cel-
ebration. On this day, we revel in
the so-called “luck of the Irish” and
pass it along to everyone we meet.

But what is luck, really? Some
see it as pure serendipity — good
fortune striking at random, being
in the right place at the right time. Luck, in this sense, feels
fleeting, unpredictable, something that happens to you
rather than something you create.

Yet, there’s another kind of luck — the kind that isn’t
random at all. It’s the luck that comes from hard work
integrity, and a commitment to doing what’s right. This
kind of luck isn’t just stumbled upon; it’s earned. It’s built
through perseverance, through lifting others up rather
than stepping over them. It’s the luck that carries not just
the fortunate individual but those around them as well.

Of course, there’s also another version of luck — the
kind that comes at the expense of others. The luck of those
who cut corners, take advantage, and push others down to
climb higher. But that kind of luck is hollow, fleeting, and
never truly fulfilling.

So this Saint Patrick’s Day, may you find yourself on the
right side of luck — the kind that brings joy, kindness, and
goodwill to all. May your blessings be many, your troubles
be few, and your heart be as full as a pint of Guinness.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.

k/ the

PASTOR

Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. | shall try to answer them for you, using
the Bible as my final authority.

We have been looking at the question, How did we get
the Bible? and the value of a translation of the Bible over
a paraphrase of the Bible. For today | would like to look at
the question, Why is it important that we would even have
the Bible?

If there is a God who created all things; would it not
be to our advantage to know why He created us and
who He is? These are the great questions of religion,
but can religion, run by people, give to us the answers?
Can philosophy give to us the answers? Can science
give us the answers? If all we have is what philosophers,
scientists, and religious people can reason out, then we
will never know the answers.

The problem with philosophy, science, and religion is
that their authority is mankind itself. Our knowledge is
limited to what we can see and hear, which we must further
think through. But what if we did not see or hear the whole
thing, or we thought we saw or heard something that really
was not there — will our conclusions about what we thought
we saw or heard be able to arrive at the truth?

Over the years, | have been the victim of what others
assumed about me; it is not pleasant being the brunt of
negative assumptions. | have found it harder to get rid of
negative assumptions than it is to establish what is true.
We see this same problem with assumptions when it
comes to the fields of philosophy, science, and religion.

| love science and | love to read about it. | also love to
read history, and history reveals some pretty dark ideas
that at one time were called modern science.

Are you familiar with the Human Zoo that was set up
in the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, all done in the name of
science, based on the assumptions of evolutionary theory?
Or how about the African pygmy that was kept in a cage
with chimpanzees at the Bronx Zoo in 1906 in the name of
science and the assumptions of evolution. Even in more
recent history, the cry, Follow the science, much of which
is today discredited and recognized to have been more
about following a biased opinion. Philosophy and science
does not have the answers, because it is based on human
thinking and its limitations.

But what if the God who created everything, told us the
answers to these questions, would it be worth our time
to listen to Him and learn? Wouldn’t knowing why God
created us, and His purpose and design in creation make
life easier for us? If we knew why God created us, and who
He is, life would be easier for us, less mysterious, and we
would know how we should live so we might enjoy what
this God has created. But then, the God who created all
things has spoken to us, it is the Bible.

In previous articles, | presented why we can trust the
Bible to be God’s Word to us. Why will we not read it?

Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk
bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com ¢

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Solutions based on accurate
information

Thank you to the County and Foto
News for publishing a correction
to the Ad Hoc Report Chart. Please
note another error has been found.
The County was informed of this
on Feb. 24, 2025. As of March 2, 2025
it had not been acknowledged or
corrected.

For the year 2023, the revenue
was understated by $1,597,382.00,
and the expenses were understated
by $39,135.00. The affect of these
errors changes the “income/
deficit column” from a negative
($1,108,704.00) to a positive
$449,543.00; a difference of

$1,558,247.00. In my mind significant.

Once again it is unfortunate
that another published financial
statement by the County is
incorrect. It makes me wonder what
information can we trust?

This stands out even more as the

information from the People For
Pine Crest has been categorically
dismissed time and time again, when
it is in fact more accurate. Audited
accurate — no. I will leave that to the
experts.
Instead of spending time double
and triple checking who is right,
let’s use our efforts to find solutions
based on accurate information and
get to work on keeping the Pine
Crest Nursing Home county owned.
Thank you.
Eileen Guthrie
Merrill

We are our brother’s keeper

Dear Editor,

In regard to your March 5,
2025 article, “Pine Crest Nursing
Home: Looking back at 11 years of
financials,” I would like to clarify the
debt service issue. Lincoln County
will have to pay that debt whether
Pine Crest is sold or not sold. Itis a
Lincoln County debt.

Will the $268,434.00 for salary and
fringe benefits for Lincoln County
employees responsible for Pine Crest
Nursing Home be eliminated if Pine
Crest is sold? How many Lincoln
County employees will become
unemployed? If these employees are
not discharged, is there a savings?

T am also a Lincoln County
resident concerned about the
residents of Pine Crest who receive
their care through the Medicaid
program. These individuals need
this five-star Skilled Nursing
Facility that does not discriminate
based on ability to pay. It represents
a fundamental message, that we are
our brother’s keeper.

As a community, we are
committed to the welfare of all
citizens.

Thank you for your attention to
our seniors.

Victoria Bender
Tomahawk

Local news online - www.TomahawkLeader.com
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To have your professional
service appear in this section,

There is HELP )
and HOPE

for ¢ Domestic Abuse  Child Abuse
e Elder Abuse e Sexual Assault
Call HAVEN
715-536-1300

Talk with an advocate 247365
Main Office & Shelter Located In Merrill
Office Hours Every Monday

at Lincoln County Annex E
call 715-453-2151 today! 213 W Wisconsn fve, Tomahawk  °)
e “No JoB
: Too SMALL OR WE WASH
TOD T y-% LL. e Windows
nn“ Bee PureWash siding
3-1110 professional exterior :Ieamng Roofs
s ROOFING, LLC IRE I'. l.-h-‘!ln1ﬂlt'.i. Gutters
¥ PO.Box 708 » Tomahaw « Wi 54467  Over 30 Vrs. Exparience Elliott Gomez FREE Concrete _
shingled = Metal Roofing = Rubber & Built Up Roofs 715-571-3841  ESTIMATES  pecks &
COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL = FULLY INSURED

Maple Ridge Construction

Specializing In:

e Metal and Asphalt Roofing
e House Roofs e Barn Roofs
® Replacement Windows

e Vinyl Siding and More!

715-560-5840

409502

Think Spring! Make Your Appointment Today.

195697

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing
your house?

TRY A
STEEL ROOF!

* Build & Remodel ¢ Shop/Sheds
THORIE [J]HSTHIJL‘T}[IH m + Complete Remodels ° Concrete/ICF Walls

FULLYINSURED 715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

¢ Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

© 40 Year Factory Warranty

 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant

 Ventilated At Peak

® Energy Star Efficient

® Snap-loc Standing Seam

* 28 Colors Available

 Steel Roofing

* Top Quality Work for Less

e Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

weyg'GL'y

Call Mark
715-503-5460

An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty  4-Star
Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient 28 Colors Available

Do it Once,

Do it Rightl P 715-314-2295

Jerry Stutzman

\ STEEL RODFING "

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING * CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
YOUR HOUSE? EXISTING ROOFING

TRY A STEEL ROOF! 40 yEAR FAGTORY WARRANTY
UnireD © 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
o ST RESISTANT
- VENTILATED AT PEAK
- ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT
SHERWIN-WitLtanss. - SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
Colf Caatings - 18 COLORS AVAILABLE
INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRACTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
cAIlll TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
715-618-8232
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Tomahawk
High School
hockey team

wins program’s
first State title

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER

TOMAHAWK - The Tomahawk High School
hockey team won the 2025 Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association (WIAA) Division 2 State
Championship at Bob Suter’s Legacy20 Arena in
Middleton, Wis., on Saturday, March 8, defeating
Amery Co-Op by a score of 5-3 for the program’s
first State title.

The Hatchets received a warm welcome after the
win, with local emergency services units escorting
their bus through Tomahawk as fans gathered along
the streets to cheer them on.

The team has received a tremendous amount of
love and support from the Tomahawk community,
as well as an official commendation from the City
of Tomahawk.

Following are highlights from Hatchet skaters’
incredible season.

Tomahawk finished the season with 25 wins and
three losses — the best record in school history.

For the second year in a row, the Hatchets were
Great Northern Conference (GNC) champions, end-
ing the season with a 7-0 record in the conference.
Tomahawk also went 3-0 to win the GNC Tourna-
ment for the first time and is 19-1 in GNC play over
the last two seasons.

The Hatchets were also Sectional champs for the
second-straight year, as well as Academic Sectional
champions, with a team grade point average of 3.81.

Thank you to the following local bus

Seven Hatchet pucksters were awarded All-GNC s
honors: Austin Lamer, Jonah Dickens, Brayden Herl tag e Chevro,et G
Lamer, Jett Reilly, Trevor Seliskar, Sawyer Hanna
and dakee Albert. Woodland Lakes Realty
Austin Lamer was named GNC Player of the Year, °
while Dewey Reilly received the GNC Coach of the Be the l Excavatl ng
Year award.
Austin Lamer is now THS’s all-time points leader Louisiana Paci fi c Co rporati on
with 230.
Jett Reilly set a single-season points record with
) The Loop Hole LLC

For the second time, Austin Lamer earned the Joe J J F
Piskula Top D2 Defenseman Award. Cros s b ri dge Ca m mu ni ty B an k H A I c

Jonah Dickens was recognized with the Shawn

Carter Top D2 Forward Award. : N 0 rth WOO dS CO m m u n i ty R e a l ty

Coach Dewey Reilly was a finalist for the Wiscon-

sin Hockey Coaches Association (WCHA) Coach of Kracker Barrel

the Year award, and Austin Lamer was a finalist for
WCHA Player of the Year. ¥

Brayden Lamer was named the Wisconsin Prep Tomah aWk sp o rts center
Hockey (WiPH) D2 Player of the State Tournament

Congrats Hatchets! . F o, ey’s Tree S e Wice
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5 @ OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Municipal Commendation

Boys’ Hockey: State Championship Victory

WHEREAS; on Saturday, March 8, 2025, the Tomahawk Hatchets Boys” Hockey team completed
their season with a victory over Amery High School earning its first Division 2 WIAA State
Championship; and

WHEREAS; the dedication, teamwaork, and effort of the team members and coaches constitutes
significant accomplishments, meriting public recognition and accolade; and

WHEREAS; it is appropriate to publicly congratulate the Tomahawk Hatchets High School Boys'
Hockey team and to express our community support.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by virtue of authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of
Tomahawk, |, Steven E. Taskay, do hereby commend the team players, coaches and their
families, fans and support staff of Tomahawk High School for their individual and team efforts
during their championship season, and on behalf of the City’'s governing body and all of its
citizens, do hereby bestow this special Municipal Commendation for the Tomahawk Hatchets
Boys' Hockey team, as witness and acknowledged by the Tomahawk City Council.

I TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have here set
my hand and caused the City of Tomahawk
to be stamped. Done in the City of
Tomahawk, this tenth day of March in the
year two thousand twenty-five,

%mf%ﬁﬁ_

Steven E. Taskay
Mayar

State Champions!

Congratulations
to all athletes,

Tomahawk Lions Club coaches,
P supporters
City of Tomahawk and families.

Sideways Wine & Craft Beers 859; :1‘;*;' 2;;0'1“:3';‘""
Tomahawk Chamber of Commerce :
Cerny’s Greenhouse
:HETS Century 21 Bestway Realty ng‘f("éﬁ:s
Packaging Corporation of America '
Striker’s Bowling Bar & Grill

=

Ho ney co m b Lo.f t 12112 MoN.-Fri.: 7aM-6pM ¢ SaT. 7aM-4pM ¢ SulN. 8aM-NooN
Twin Bay Resort 1513 N. 4th St., Tomahawk ¢ 715-453-5534
HourS: MoN.-Fri. 7:30aM-5:30pM e SaT. 8aM-3pM ¢ Sul. CloSed
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DATCP: Apply for
Agriculture Youth
Council by March 31

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER

WISCONSIN - The Wisconsin Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) is
reminding students to apply now for the next Wiscon-
sin Agriculture Youth
Council.

Applications will be
accepted through Mon-
day, March 31.

A release from
DATCP said students
who will be seniors dur-
ing the 2025-26 school
year should apply. To
apply, students need to
complete an electronic application including a brief
essay and one-minute video explaining their current
involvement in agriculture and their future goals.

“Governor Tony Evers declared 2025 as the Year
of the Kid in Wisconsin, emphasizing the impor-
tance of creating opportunities for students to pre-
pare for their future,” DATCP stated. “The goals of
the council are to highlight agricultural-related ca-
reers, share resources available for farmers, provide
insight in agricultural policy development and in-
crease networking opportunities for students.”

“I value the connections I have made with the ad-
visors and mentors through the council,” said Rylee
Brattlie, a council member from Cambridge. “The
Wisconsin Agriculture Youth Council has educated
me on the different career paths offered by agricul-
ture.”

The council meets virtually each month of the
school year to listen to presentations, engage in dis-
cussions and connect with professionals across the
agriculture industry. Members serve a one year on
the Wisconsin Agriculture Youth Council and receive
a certificate at the end of their term.

“The Wisconsin Agriculture Youth Council has
provided me with the opportunity to explore various
different aspects of agriculture,” said Madison Wi-
ese, a council member from Greenleaf. “Each month
presents a new topic that will help you to expand
your knowledge of Wisconsin agriculture.”

DATCP seeks to have 15 members on the council
from across the state.

To learn more and access the application, visit
www.AgYouthCouncil.wi.gov.

NicoletCoffee.com

-~ Shipped the |,
! Same Day!,_'fq

$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Seeking Full and part-time School Bus Drivers

Perfect for retirees or stay-at-home parents.

Drive your kids/grandkids to their events!
Will train for proper licensing. Paid training.

WPS Foundation accepting applications
for technical college scholarships

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

WISCONSIN - The Wis-
consin  Public  Service
(WPS) Foundation is now
accepting applications for
its technical college schol-
arships.

A release from WPS said
the Foundation has in-
creased funding for its tech-
nical college scholarships,
with a total of $25,000.00
available through this
year’s program to “(help)
even more students take
their next steps toward ca-
reer success.”

Scholarships are award-
ed to help eligible students
work toward completing a

JI

Wisconsin Public Service
Foundation
one-year technical diploma
or two-year associate de-

gree program.

High school seniors liv-
ing in the WPS service area
can receive a technical col-
lege scholarship to attend
one of six select technical
schools full-time next fall:
Fox Valley Technical Col-
lege, Lakeshore Technical
College, Mid-State Techni-
cal College, Nicolet Tech-

nical College, Northcen-
tral Technical College and
Northeast Wisconsin Tech-
nical College.

“The WPS Foundation’s
technical college scholar-
ships are part of its com-
mitment to enhance educa-
tion and support area stu-
dents,” WPS stated.

Last year, the scholar-
ships helped 25 students be-
gin working toward careers
in fields such as electric
power distribution, engi-
neering, human resources
and information technol-
ogy, according to WPS.

Interested students can
apply for a scholarship on
the foundation’s website at

www.tinyurl.com/mtyéa-
hux.

Applications will be ac-
cepted through Wednesday,
April 30.

WPS said each scholar-
ship awarded is for an av-
erage of $750.00. Recipients
are selected based on aca-
demic achievement, school
and community leadership
activities and financial
need.

The WPS Foundation
has donated more than $6
million through all of its
scholarship programs since
it was founded in 1964, help-
ing thousands of students
pursue college degrees or
technical diplomas.

Wisconsin DMV warns consumers
of rise in online vehicle sale fraud

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

WISCONSIN - The Wis-
consin  Department of
Transportation (WisDOT)
Division of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) earlier this month
said it has noted a “trou-
bling trend in the number
of scams by vehicle sellers
posing as car dealers on-
line.”

According to a release
from WisDOT, DMV’s Deal-
er and Agent Section tracks
this activity, investigates
consumer complaints and
offers tips to customers.

“The fraud scheme starts
online as a fake storefront,”
explained DMV Dealer
and Agent Section Chief
Maura Schifalacqua. “An
individual creates a website
or a social media profile
claiming to be a Wisconsin
dealership. Stock images or
photos of real vehicles and
real Wisconsin dealerships
are included to make the
website seem legitimate.
However, there is nothing
legitimate about it. The ad-
vertised vehicles may be
listed at below market value
causing interested consum-
ers to take the bait.”

WisDOT said there are
similarities with each case
known as dealer cloning:
fake websites or social me-
dia pages, cars priced below
market value and no in-per-
son contact with the seller.

Wisconsin DMV is aware
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of multiple cases that follow
this pattern, with fraudu-
lently created websites or
Facebook profiles alleging
to be legitimate Wisconsin
dealerships, according to
WisDOT.

“In one case, the business
never existed,” Schifalac-
qua said. “In many cases,
the fraudster interacts with
the consumer by phone or
email. The buyer might re-
ceive a bill of sale and sev-
eral photos of a vehicle and
agree to purchase by wire
transfer, believing the sell-
er will ship the car to them.
After the wire transfer is
completed, the seller stops
all contact, and the cus-
tomer eventually realizes
they’ve become a victim of
fraud.”

WisDOT  recommends
taking the following pre-
cautions to keep safe while
buying a vehicle from a
dealer:

+ Watch for numerous
spelling or grammatical er-
rors on the seller’s website
or manipulated photos of

a business or vehicle. This
could tip you off to a cloned
dealer site or unprofession-
al (and possibly unscrupu-
lous) dealer.

« Research the dealership
ahead of time including
verifying phone number,
address, email and other
contact information.

« Review WisDOT’s ac-
tive dealers list to verify
licensed dealers at wwuw.
wisconsindmuv.gov/dealerl-
ist. The list includes motor
vehicle dealers and mo-
torcycle dealers who are
properly licensed to sell.
This list is updated daily
and readily available to the
public.

+ Review vehicle pur-
chasing information on
WisDOT’s website at www.
tinyurl.com/yuvpw92a.

« Visually inspect the ve-
hicle before buying and in-
spect the required Wiscon-
sin Buyer’s Guide.

» Ensure the selling deal-
er uses a Motor Vehicle
Purchase Contract as re-
quired by Wisconsin law.

« Refrain from sending
money by purchasing gift
cards or other suspicious
payment methods encour-
aged by the seller.

« If you wish to make a
wire transfer to the seller’s
bank, independently verify
the bank’s contact informa-
tion. You may inform the
bank you wish to verify the
legitimacy of the seller be-

fore sending a wire trans-
fer.

« If something doesn’t
feel right, walk away from
the purchase.

If you are the victim of a
scam involving a motor ve-
hicle sale, you may:

+ Speak to WisDOT’s
DMV Dealer and Agent Sec-
tion by filing a dealer com-
plaint: www.wisconsindmu.
gov/dealercomplaint.

» Report internet-based
crime: www.ic3.gov.

« Consider filing a police
report with the local law
enforcement agency where
you reside.

» Speak to AARP’s Fraud
Watch Helpline and find
Fraud Victim  Support
Groups (all ages accepted):
www.tinyurl.com/p65dx-
dtx.

» Request a free credit
report and research iden-
tity theft prevention: www.
annualcreditreport.com/in-
dex.action.

In 2024, DMV’s Dealer
and Agent Section’s Field
Investigation Unit inves-
tigated 1,259 consumer
complaints and returned
approximately $1.7 mil-
lion dollars to car buyers.
The unit’s responsibilities
include consumer com-
plaints, dealer inspections,
unlicensed dealer investi-
gations, and title and odom-
eter fraud.

For further information,
visit www.wisconsindmuv.gov.

PRICE COUNTY
County Veterans Service Officer

Price County is accepting applications for the position of County Veterans
Service Officer in the Price County Veterans Service Department. This
position plans, directs, and organizes efforts to assist Veterans, their families,
and survivors regarding benefits available to them through the Federal
Veterans Administration, the Wisconsin State Department of Veterans Affairs,
and county and local resources.

Apply in person, or Call

Tomahawk Bus Service
715-453-3000

182046

This is a management position in which the employee plans for the daily
operations of the office, supervises the support staff in implementation,
applicable benefit preparation, and maintains a flow of information and
services to the Veteran community of Price County. This includes coordinating
benefits with other departments, local, state and federal. The County Veterans
Service Officer serves as the Veterans and their dependents advocate to
local, state, and federal programs and benefits. This position takes direction
from the County Administrator and the Executive Committee.

Lincoln County is
Now Hiring
Summer Help!

Looking for a great summer job?

This is a full-time, exempt position with a starting annual salary of $64,209.60
(Grade 9), and full benefits package. Benefits include Wisconsin Retirement
System with 6.95% employer match, income continuation insurance, choice
of multiple health insurance plans including a zero deductible plan, 22 days
of paid leave within the first year, 10 paid holidays per year, paid maternity/
paternity leave, and quarterly employee lifestyle enhancement reimbursement
perk. Dental/vision, flex spending, WI Deferred Comp, life, short-term
disability, accident, and cancer/critical illness coverages are available.

Join Lincoln County and make this
season both fun and rewarding! We're hiring
seasonal team members to help us during our
busiest time in the following departments:

IMMEDIATE FULL AND PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Baseman Bros Inc

Install, sand, paint, and finish gymnasium floors
Eagle River Area Openings
Out of town expenses covered
Paid travel time - Starting pay $20.00/HR
JeffBaseman@yahoo.com
Call or text (715) 891-8392 or (715) 493-5088

451495 3 Cal . | =

- Highway Department

- Forestry Department Afull description of minimum requirements and application instructions can be
found on the Price County website’s employment opportunities page at www.
pricecounty.wi.gov, by emailing a request to hroffice@pricecounty.wi.gov or
by calling 715-339-5131.

Completed applications must be received by the Price County Office of
Administration by April 9, 2025, to be considered for this position.

To view Job Descriptions and To Apply, please
visit Lincoln County’s career opportunities at:
www.co.lincoln.wi.us/jobs or call Administration
at (715) 539-1010.

422150

450553 Price County is an equal opportunity employer.
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Aspirus highlights
teen mental health

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

WISCONSIN - Aspirus
Health earlier this month
shared information about
teen mental health.

“Teen mental health is
a growing concern, with
recent data from Mental
Health America showing
that one in five adolescents
aged 12 to 17 has experi-
enced at least one major de-
pressive episode in the past
year,” Aspirus stated.

Aspirus said World Teen
Mental Wellness Day was
observed on Sunday, March
2 “as a reminder to encour-
age open conversations, re-
duce stigma and promote
mental well-being among
teens.”

“Teens today face a lot
of pressure, not just from
school and sports, but also
from their own expecta-
tions and family influenc-
es,” said Jessica Schaefer,
a licensed clinical therapist
with Aspirus Health. “They
may also be navigating
complex relationships, con-
flicts at home or even bully-
ing, all of which can add to
their stress.”

“Social media is another
key factor affecting teen
mental health,” Aspirus
stated. “While it provides
opportunities for connec-
tion, it can also contribute
to stress and anxiety.”

Schaefer encourages teens
to be mindful of how social
media makes them feel.

“Ask yourself, ‘Is the
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$19.79 - $21.29/HR

Schaefer
Photo courtesy of Aspirus

content I'm consuming
making me feel good, or is
it starting to make me feel
bad?” she said. “It doesn’t
mean you have to cut it out
completely, but setting lim-
its and focusing on positive
content can help.”

“For teens struggling
with their mental health,
finding a trusted person to
talk to is an important first
step,” Aspirus stated.

Schaefer suggests reach-
ing out to a trusted adult,
such as an older sibling,
aunt or uncle, teacher,
school counselor or coach.

“One of the most impor-
tant things adults can do is
resist jumping to conclu-
sions or taking things per-
sonally,” Schaefer added.

“Instead of pushing for de-
tails, focus on listening and
helping them find a safe
and supportive person to
talk to.”

“Aspirus Health encour-
ages families and commu-
nities to create open, judg-
ment-free spaces where
teens feel comfortable dis-
cussing their challenges,”
Aspirus said. “If you're
concerned about your
child’s mental well-being,
their primary care provider
can be a great first point of
contact for support, guid-
ance, and referrals to be-
havioral health resources.”

To find a primary care
provider near you, visit
www.aspirus.org/find-a-
provider.

4 10-Hour Days

Both shifts available

Possible OT on Friday
Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
Retirement & Life Insurance

APPLY IN-PERSON

605 N. Ohio St. 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers!

Paid Holidays and Vacations
Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month

Child: +$56/Month

2025 Monthly Rates

448200

PCCU recognized for
customer experience in
opening new accounts

5 :
23 Egrk C|;ry

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

MERRILL - Park City
Credit Union (PCCU) was
recently recognized for
customer experience in
opening new accounts.

PCCU received a 2025
Best of the Best New Ac-
count Experience award,
presented by MemberXP,
a leading customer expe-
rience program offered
through Credit Unions So-
lutions Group (CUSG).

The award was present-
ed in February as an an-
nual recognition by CUSG,
honoring credit unions
that consistently excel in
delivering exceptional ser-
vice, according to a release
from PCCU.

PCCU said the “notable
accolade celebrates credit
unions that are committed
to delivering exceptional
service and member expe-

riences.”

“The Best of the Best
award highlights our dedi-
cation to prioritizing mem-
ber needs and continuously
improving our offerings,”
said PCCU President/
CEO Val Mindak. “We are
thrilled to receive this rec-
ognition. It demonstrates
the hard work and passion
of our entire team, who
strive daily to create the
best experience possible
across all our channels.”

PCCU said the 2025
MemberXP Best of the
Best Awards are based on
insights from more than

DIT UNIO

2.6 million data points, re-
flecting the experiences of
around 8.6 million credit
union members.

“This  comprehensive
evaluation process utilizes
key performance metrics,
including Net Promoter
Score (NPS) and Member
Effort Score (MES), allow-
ing data experts to analyze
and validate results me-
ticulously,” PCCU stated,
noting that recognition
is given to the top 25% of
performers across various
experiential  categories,
including New Account
Experience.

OPERATIONS MANAGER

Melvin Companies, a well-established gravel, excavation and underground utilities
company in Abbotsford and Medford for 93 years, is hiring an Operations Manager to
join our team. This “hands on” position involves diverse tasks such as job coordination,
ensuring safety standards are met, managing regulatory compliance, handling sales,
overseeing employment recruitment and training.

The ideal candidate will have supervisory experience, preferably in the underground
utilities, gravel and excavation sectors. With a 90-mile work radius, this position offers a

significant perk — the chance to be home almost every night.

Melvin Companies offers a competitive salary and benefit package including 401K plan.

Please send resume to the address below
or submit it through our website melvincompanies.com

MELVIN COMPANIES
P0 Box 646  Abbotsford, Wi 53405

All qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to race, color, religion, sex or national origin

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.
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Do you want to create local newspapers and magazines?

Multi Media Channels has an opening for a
Full Time Graphic Designer/CSR.
We are family owned and publish more than 30 weekly newspapers in
Central Wisconsin as well as magazines and niche publications.
Applicants must be fluent in Adobe's Creative Suite, especially In
Design and willing to work with our team of CSR's helping internal
and external customers.
This is a full time position. Benefits, include vision and
dental insurance plans, 401K
and Z weeks paid vacation within your first year.

MME —o Send resume and salary requirements to o—
" hr@mmclocal.com
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Name Change 1730

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Riley West Olson-Sliwinski
By (Petitioner) Riley West Olson-
Sliwinski
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 25CV18
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A Petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: [First] Riley
[Middle] West
[Last] Olson-Sliwinski
To: [First] Riley
[Middle] West
[Last] Sliwinski
Birth Certificate: [First] Riley
[Middle] West
[Last] Olson-Sliwinski
IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge's Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-
BR 1 Courtroom
1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 03-31-2025
Time: 10:30am
If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to
participate in the court process, please
call 715-536-0319 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.
BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 02/19/2025
/s/ Hon. Galen Bayne-Allison
Circuit Court Judge, BR 1
Published March 5, 12, 19, 2025
WNAXLP

Notice To Creditors 7735

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD PAUL THUSIUS

[\

(715) 539-1034.

Published March 19, 2025

One (1) 4-wheel drive utility terrain vehicle with tracks

Sealed quotations will be accepted until Thursday, April
3, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. Quotations will be opened and read
at 3:15 p.m. the same day. Quotes will be prepared for
consideration by the Lincoln County Forestry, Land and
Parks Committee at the April 14, 2025 Committee meeting.

For further information and specifications, contact the
Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Department,
801 N. Sales Street, Suite 106 Merrill, WI

The Committee reserves the right to reject any or all
quotations and accept any quotation or portion thereof
they deem most advantageous to Lincoln County.

Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee

Notice To Creditors 7735

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025IN17
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 1-
12-1939 and date of death 1-31-
2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of N11445 County Road A,
Unit 19, Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is June
20, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.
BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: March 4, 2025

informal

Probate Registrar

Form completed by:

Dennis Thusius

N9994 Deer Path Lane

Tomahawk, WI 54487

262-227-9261

Published March 12, 19, 26, 2025
WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
WILLIAM B. KRAFT
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 25 IN 19
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
November 9, 1953 and date of death
July 13, 2024, was domiciled in
Lincoln County, State of Wisconsin,
with a mailing address of W8644
Silver Birch Road, Tomahawk, WI
54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is June
27,2025.

informal

OTICE OF QUOTATIONS

The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks will accept
quotations on the following equipment:

54452,

451389

WNAXLP

1735

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate
Office.

DATE SIGNED: March 10, 2025

Notice To Creditors

Probate Registrar

Form completed by:

Attorney Corinna T. Fischer

Goyke, Tillisch & Fischer, LLP

2100 Stewart Avenue, Ste. 140

Wausau, WI 54401

Telephone: 715-849-8100

Bar Number: 1115525

Published March 19, 26, April 2, 2025.
WNAXLP

CLASSIFIEDS

7200

TOMAHAWK- 2541 Lake Nokomis
Rd. Friday, April 4, 10-6; Saturday,
April 5, 10-3. Four flea marketers
clean-out sale.

Rummage Sales This Week

1236

FOR SALE: Mica Queen Size lift
bed & Mattress. Like NEW, Used
about 3 times. Purchased at
Courtside Furniture, $500. 715-
536-8559

Furniture and Home Decor

Firewood 7244

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

1254

Join us at the WPS Farm Show,
outdoor booth 3250, for deep
discounts on all in stock equip-
ment. Hud-son Forestry of Wis-
consin. Call 608-572-7659

Tools and Equipment

7266

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature unlim-
ited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,
call 1-833-518-2155

Miscellaneous Merchandise

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

Wanted to Buy 7268

NOTICE OF PUBLIC TEST

Published March 19, 2025

Notice is hereby given that public testing of the
ExpressVote and DS-200 voting equipment
being used in municipalities within Lincoln
County for the April 1, 2025 General Election
is scheduled from 8:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. on
Saturday, March 22, 2025 through Wednesday,
March 26, 2025. All towns and cities in Lincoln
County will be testing their voting equipment
through the Municipal Clerk’s Office within
these times. For specific times pertaining to an
individual municipality please contact the clerk
for that municipality. Specific times will also
be posted on all municipal bulletin boards and
websites where available.

451060

WNAXLP

BUYING OLD COMICS
Spring Cleaning Time!
Have any 40's 50's 60's or 70's
comics with 10-25 cent
covers? Call 715-345-1438.

(ats 7270

Snow Shoe Siamese! 12 wks,
M&F, 300.00, 715-421-3667

nn

For Sale: Fluffy Cockapoo Pup-
pies, 1st Shots, Dewormed, Ready
Now! White and Buff, $350/males
$375/females 715-669-3512

Dogs

German Shepherd Puppies:
Purebred, Good temperament,
great dogs, parents on site.
$500 Also, German shepherd-
mix puppies $250. All are ready
to go! Please call 715-445-1636

LINCOLN COUNTY

NOTICE TO ALL DOG OWNERS

Published March 19, 2025

Pursuant to Chapter 174 Wisconsin Statutes and Lincoln County
Ordinance 88, and as amended by Ordinance Chapter 12, every
owner of a dog more than five months of age on January 1 of any
year, or five months of age within the license year, shall annually
obtain a license. Current certificate of rabies vaccination must be
presented when obtaining a dog license.

Penalty: Upon citation for unlicensed dogs shall be a forfeiture of

$100.00.

LICENSE FEES Before 3-31
Dog, Male or Female....................... $30.00
Neutered or Spayed Dog................ $10.00
Kennels (1ST 12 Dog Tags) ........... $35.00

Dog licenses must be obtained from your Municipal Clerk.
Lincoln County Board of Supervisors

After 3-31

$65.00

$25.00

$35.00 + $5 per dog

450676

WNAXLP

Make plans now to fight
spongy moth in 2025

BY BILL MCNEE
DNR FOREST HEALTH
SPECIALIST, OSHKOSH

WISCONSIN - The Wis-
consin Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) is en-
couraging property owners
to examine their property for
spongy moth egg masses and
plan for action, if needed.

There is still time to seek
out spongy moth egg masses
on your property and take
action before hatching takes
place, generally in April or
May. Each spongy moth egg
mass contains hundreds of
eggs that will hatch into hun-
ary, leaf-eating caterpillars
this spring.

Large numbers of these
invasive caterpillars can be a
tremendous nuisance. They
can eventually cause tree
mortality if the trees have

Miscellaneous Pet 7278

PAWS 2 THINK helps feed local
pets in need for those having fi-
nancial difficulties. Donations are
needed: Monetary or dry dog & cat
food, medium to good quality
please. Drop off Tomahawk Ware-
house Liquor, Auntie Em's Resale.
For info, contact 715-612-5866

Agriculture Services 7292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Homes For Sale 7454

ANTIGO WI- 1440 Saratoga St.
Owner moved to assisted living.
Beautiful 2 bdrm home w/like new
appliances, near new furnace, full
basement, 4-stall garage & so
much more! Come and view.

Trucks 7546

2007 Chelvy Silverado 2500HD
LBZ Durmax 6.6L, 234k miles, rust
free southern truck, very well
maintained, receipts for repairs,
$17,500 OBO. 715-613-2646

Miscellaneous Transportation 7574

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-425-2108 today!

General Employment 7110

HANDYMAN HELPER WANTED
to work on a home in the
Rhinelander area. If interested,
please call my cell phone at 920-
540-0266. Thank you.

Skilled Trades 175

FIELD SERVICE
TECHNICIANS WANTED: Con-
ger Industries Inc., a leading ma-
terial handling equipment com-
pany with over 70 years of expe-
rience, is seeking skilled Field
Service Technicians to join our
team. Duties include trou-
bleshooting, repairing, and main-
taining forklifts amongst other
material handling equipment
from industry-leading brands.
We offer competitive wages,
paid time off, health insurance,
401(k) with employer match, on-
going training, and growth op-
portunities. Prior experience in
mechanical, electrical, or hy-
draulic systems is preferred.
Join a company that values its
employees and their expertise!
To Apply: call (920) 499-5181
ext. 101 or email hr@conger.
com

7364

Interior & exterior. Painting, stain-
ing, wall repair, power washing.
Dry wall, carpentry, tiling, plumbing
& electrical. 33 yrs experience. In-
sured. Call Dave 715-966-6211

Painting and Wallpaper

Miscellaneous Services 7374

MEUNIER'S CARPET & Uphol-
stery  Cleaning. Professional
cleaning at affordable rates. Resi-
dential & commercial. Tomahawk,
262-208-6384.

Large egg masses are seen on a tree at the Kettle Moraine State

Forest-Southern Unit in 2021.

3

Photo by Bill McNee, Wisconsin DNR

previously been stressed by
other spongy moth defolia-
tion events, drought or other
stressful conditions.

Spongy moth egg masses
are tan-colored lumps about

PICKUP A
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BP TOMAHAWK
R-Store BP
Trig’s
Marathon
Tomahawk Shell
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Pharmacy

Kwik Trip
Corner Mart
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Viegut's Self Service
Wagner Shell
Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store

the size of a nickel or quarter
and are found on trees, build-
ings and other outdoor ob-
jects. They may also be found
in protected places such as
firewood piles and birdhous-
es. Egg masses produced in
2024 will feel firm and appear
darker in color than older egg
masses, which appear faded,
feel spongy and do not con-
tain viable eggs.

Property owners who have
oak, birch, crabapple, aspen,
willow and linden (basswood)
trees should be particularly
watchful because the cater-
pillars prefer these species.
However, they will feed on
many other kinds of trees
and shrubs.

Predict impacts with

egg mass surveys

An egg mass survey (Www.
tinyurl.com/72z9tekd) can
help property owners and
communities predict the
level of defoliation in 2025
and determine if active
management is needed. A
“Protect Your Trees From
Spongy Moth” video is avail-
able online at www.vimeo.
com/954026170/2557def7b3
to assist property owners in
conducting predictive egg
mass surveys.

Wisconsin experienced a
wetter-than-average spring in
2024, and this was favorable
for diseases that Kkilled large
numbers of spongy moth cat-
erpillars. Sites where heavy
caterpillar mortality was

Spongy Moth
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

Tomahawk Emergency
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YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED
Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 5448
Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30

Always in need of

* Beef Stew ¢ Baked Beans * Canned Fruits & Vegetables
* Cooking Qil » Cereal * Instant Potatoes * Noodles
* Pasta * Peanut Butter & Jelly ® Soup * Spaghetti Sauce
» Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods

"
Fracetiaizy

CROSSBRIDGE

This ad sponsored by:

15 E. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk

W.tomahawkcommunitybank.com

192017

715-453-2144

907 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7133




www.tomahawkleader.com

TOMAHAWK LEADER

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 « Page 11

Leader S

Lincoln County Land Services
Department highlights efforts
to stabilize eroding shorelines

BY TOM BOISVERT
CONSERVATION
PROGRAM MANAGER

LINCOLN COUNTY
- The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade,
and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) provides funding
through the Soil and Wa-
ter Resource Management
(SWRM) Program to sup-
port conservation efforts
across the state.

Each county in Wiscon-
sin receives funding to
implement projects aligned
with the county’s Land and
Water Resource Manage-
ment Plan. These projects
vary in scope, but all share
the same goal: to protect
and preserve Wisconsin’s
valuable soil and water re-
sources.

Shorelines facing signifi-
cant erosion may be eligible
for assistance through the
SWRM Program. In 2024,
several shoreline stabiliza-
tion projects were complet-
ed on Lake Nokomis, Lake
Mohawksin and Lake Alice.

The Lincoln County Land
Services Department, in
collaboration with DATCP,
helps landowners develop
site-specific  construction
plans and oversees the com-
pletion of these projects.
Local contractors, includ-
ing Northwoods Landscap-
ing, Marquardt Excavating
and Construction and D.R.
Thomas Landscapes, all
completed projects in 2024.

These projects success-
fully stabilized eroding
shorelines, preventing fur-
ther release of sediment
and nutrients into nearby
waterbodies.

Shoreline erosion can be
a significant environmental
concern, as it may lead to
the loss of valuable land,
degradation of aquatic hab-
itats and water quality is-
sues. By stabilizing eroding
shorelines, these projects
help protect water quality
by reducing the negative
impacts of sedimentation
and nutrient runoff.

On Lake Nokomis, land-
owner Troy Christensen
noticed significant erosion
along his shoreline.

“Our shoreline and the
hill leading down to it were
showing major signs of
erosion,” he explained. “A
neighbor mentioned a po-
tential cost-share program
through the Lincoln Coun-
ty Land Services Depart-
ment that we could take
advantage of.”

During the initial site
visit, Lincoln County staff
confirmed the extent of the
erosion, with an estimated
eight feet of shoreline lost
in recent years. Additional-
ly, the adjacent hillside was
near vertical and lacked
vegetation to stabilize the
exposed sand face.

To address these issues,
Lincoln County staff, in
coordination with DATCP,
developed a  construc-
tion plan that included
rock riprap, geotextile bag
walls and native plantings
to stabilize the shoreline.
The geotextile bag walls,
which are made of durable
fabric, were strategically
placed along the shoreline
to prevent further erosion.
Over time, the bags will
integrate with native veg-
etation, which is planted
within the structure. As the
plants grow, their roots will
reinforce the fabric and sta-
bilize the area, helping to
secure the soil and prevent
future erosion. These meth-
ods stabilize the toe of the
shoreline while promoting
the re-establishment of na-
tive vegetation on the adja-

cent hillside.

In order to maximize
program funds, Lincoln
County utilized a competi-
tive bidding process for the
project.

“The staff at the Lincoln
County Land Services De-
partment put together a
detailed report and man-
aged the bidding process,”
Christensen stated. “Once
the bids came in, we chose
Marquardt Excavating
and Construction, and we
couldn’t be happier with
the outcome.”

The SWRM Program
not only provides financial
assistance but also offers
guidance to landowners
throughout the project.

“We wouldn’t have been
able to complete this proj-
ect without the support of
the Lincoln County Land
Services Department and
the cost-share assistance
available,” Christensen
said. “The service they pro-
vide through this program
is invaluable.”

While this article high-
lights shoreline stabiliza-
tion, there are many other
types of conservation proj-
ects eligible for funding
through the SWRM Pro-
gram.

Recent projects have
supported local farmers
in stabilizing erosion on
crop fields, implementing
managed grazing systems,
reducing feedlot runoff, de-
commissioning wells and
constructing environmen-
tally-friendly stream cross-
ings.

Depending on the type of
project, landowners may be
eligible for financial assis-
tance covering 50%, 70% or
even 90% of the project’s to-
tal cost, based on available
funds.

For more information on
the SWRM Program in Lin-
coln County, please contact
Tom Boisvert, Conserva-
tion Program Manager, at
715-539-1054 or via email at
thomas.boisvert@co.lincoln.
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STAND
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from the crowd!

Advertise your
business to
thousands
of potential
customers
each week

in the

715-453-2151

Mar 19 7:10AM 2:20AM
Mar 20 11:29PM 3:08AM
Mar 21 12:33AM 4:00AM
Mar 22 1:32AM 4:54AM
Mar 23 2:21AM 5:49AM
Mar 24 3:01AM 6:44AM
Mar 25 3:32AM 7:38AM
Mar 26 3:58AM 8:30AM

FISHING TIMES

Solunar fishing chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon - March 29.

2:44PM
7:42AM 3:34PM
8:23AM 4:27PM
9:17AM 5:21PM
10:21AM 6:17PM
11:35AM 7:11PM
12:53PM 8:04PM 1
2:14PM 8:56PM 3

& Rot Repair

# Cleaning / Stripping

& Media Blasting

& Borate Treatments

« Staining / Sealing

& Interior Finishing

& Pre-purchase Inspections

& Chinking / Caulking
800-238-1711

www.restorewood.com

ports & Nature

Fishing Report:
Dreaming about open water

BY GEORGE LANGLEY

NORTHERN WISCON-
SIN - While ice fishing is
coming to an end, we've
still got a bit of time to
get out there. We’ve seen
some sunny shorelines
pull back during this
last week of really warm
weather, but as long as
you can get on the ice,
the fishing has remained
very good!

The nice thing right
now is that action has
moved to the shallow
water. If you’re wanting
to fish deep, especially
for perch, look for places
where the water is flow-
ing from on top of the ice
down into the holes. The
fish gather in these spots,
as this water is oxygen-
ated. As a general rule,
anywhere you see this
happening, you’re going
to find some fish.

As always, this is the
time of the year that begs
caution. We’re seeing
anywhere from 15 to 25
inches of ice out there on
most bodies of water, de-
pending on the lake and
location. While this week
doesn’t look to be bring-
ing too much really warm
weather, conditions can
change quickly. Stay vigi-

BONE & JOINT

lant and be very wary of
areas with current, like
close to the channels on
the chain.

Crappies continue to
be found along the shal-
low weed edges in six to
nine feet of water. Action
has been best during ear-
ly morning or late after-
noon and evening, with
small vertical jigs tipped
with waxies or crappie
minnows producing solid
numbers.

Bluegill fishing re-
mains steady, with fish
suspending a bit deeper,
but again we’re hear-
ing reports of shallow
action, too. A small jig
tipped with waxies or red
spikes is the go-to presen-
tation. With these guys,
the lighter the tackle, the
better.

The perch action has
been good, and while
they are still being
caught over the deeper
mud flats, we're finding
them up in the shallower
water now, too. If you're
looking for bigger perch,
using larger rosy reds
will help keep the little
guys off your line. They
can be tricky to find, but
when you do, you can ex-
pect fantastic numbers.

The weather forecast
looks a little psychotic
for this week, with the
possibility of some snow
on Wednesday. Welcome
to March in Wisconsin!
That’ll definitely make
things messy out there.
But we’ve got consistent-
ly cold nighttime temper-
atures for the foreseeable
future, which makes get-
ting around in the morn-
ings easier as things firm
up overnight. Expect it to
be easier to get out there
than it is to get back in.

Now is the time of the
year to start dreaming
about open water. While
it looks like we’ve got
at least another couple
of weeks on the ice, it’s
never too early to start
checking out your warm-
weather rods and reel.
Clean and oil those reels
up and replace old line.
And if you’ve got any
broken tips or guides left
over from last year, now
is the time to get those
taken care of. Hopefully
this is one of those years
where we go from stand-
ing on the ice to standing
in a boat nice and fast.

Good luck and good
fishin’!

NEW SERVICE!

WALK-IN CARE
IN MERRILL

Accidents happen. When they do, our walk-in services at
our Merrill clinic can provide fast, expert care for sprains,
strains, fractures, minor cuts and abrasions.

Hours: Monday - Friday | 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Located at our Merrill clinic | 100 Eagle Drive

Questions? Call us at 715.536.7181

NO REFERRAL NEEDED.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY.
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Willow Flowage 2025 APIP now
available for public review, comment

FOR THE TOMAHAWK
LEADER

WILLOW FLOWAGE -
The annual Willow Flowage
Scenic Waters Area Annual
Property Implementation
Plan (APIP) is now avail-
able for public review and
comment.

According to a release
from the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR), the Willow Flowage
Scenic Waters Area (wwuw.
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
lands/willowflowage) de-
velops an APIP and Moni-
toring Report to outline
scheduled and completed
forest and habitat manage-
ment treatments, recre-
ation and infrastructure de-
velopments and other prop-
erty management actions.

The 2025 APIP is now
available for public review
and comment at wwuw.ti-

nyurl.com/mvbnrhjp until
Wednesday, April 2.

The public is invited to
explore the plan and direct
any questions or comments
to Willow Flowage Property
Manager Adam Wallace at
Adam.Wallace@wisconsin.
8ov or 715-892-0143.

“All planned treatments
and developments outlined

Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR

in the APIP have been autho-
rized and are consistent with
the 2016 property master
plan, which was developed
with public input,” DNR stat-
ed. “The annual implemen-
tation plan does not include
routine maintenance or
minor actions such as mow-
ing, building maintenance,
inventory or field surveys.”

According to DNR, a key
update in this year’s imple-
mentation plan includes
the introduction of camp-
ing reservations and asso-
ciated registration fees at
the Willow Flowage Scenic
Waters property.

“This change aims to
provide campers with pre-
dictability when staying
at remote water-access
campsites and aligns with
camping operations on
other DNR-managed flow-
ages,” DNR said. “Online
campsite reservations are
planned to open in 2025 for
the 2026 camping season.”

View Appendix 4 in the
Willow Flowage APIP for
more information on the
planned changes.

“We appreciate your in-
terest in the Willow Flowage
Scenic Waters Area and val-
ue your input,” DNR said.

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 225

The Tomahawk Leader will feature one local
sports trivia question per week, provided by
the late Bob Skubal, coach, historian, and
author of “History of Tomahawk Sports.”
Email leadernews@mmclocal.com if you

know the answer!

The first person to tell us the correct answer
each week will have their name published in
the paper if they wish, along with their correct
answer to the question.

Week 224 question: The 1983 THS boys’
cross country team did not qualify a team or
individual for the State meet. This was the
first time in how many years: Nine, 10 or 11?

Week 224 answer: The 1983 THS boys’
cross country team did not qualify a team or
individual for the State meet for the first time

in 10 years.

No correct answers to last week’s question
were submitted. Better luck this week!

Week 225 question: During the
1983-84 THS boys’ hockey season,
Tomahawk played in four overtime
games. Who was the fourth
overtime game against: Wausau
West, Wausau East or Rhinelander?

SPONGY MOTH

FROM PAGE 10

seen last summer are unlike-
ly to have high numbers of
egg masses unless the popu-
lation was very high. If many
of the egg masses are dime-
sized or smaller at a site, it is
likely that the outbreak will
end this summer.

Treat or remove
egg masses
When current-year egg
masses are found, treat or
remove those safely within
reach. Consider contacting
an arborist or forester about

management options if large
numbers of masses are pres-
ent and cannot be removed.

Treating or removing egg
masses will help to reduce
the intensity of tree defo-
liation and nuisance caterpil-
lars next summer. Property
owners have two options:

« Gently scrape egg masses
into a container of soapy
water to soak for a day or
two before throwing them in
the trash. The DNR has pro-
duced a short instructional
video  (www.youtube.com/
shorts/sdkwpMfIGZU).

» Spray the masses that

are safely within reach with
horticultural, mineral or
neem oil that is labeled for
application to trees. Some
products are specifically
formulated for use against
spongy moth egg masses.
These oils are available
online and at many local
garden centers, hardware
stores and big-box stores.
Please note that oils can
be applied only when tem-
peratures are consistently
well above freezing. Do not
use motor oil or other lubri-
cants, as they can harm the
tree and become a pollutant.

Better begins
with joy.

Better begins at Aspirus Health.

Other treatment options
Planning for an aerial
spray of larger forested ar-
eas in the spring should be-
gin immediately. An aerial
spray guide (www.tinyurl.
com/3mnZ2jxht) is available to
advise organizers. In recent
years, for-hire applicators
have used airplanes, helicop-
ters and drones to apply in-
secticide from the air.

Please note: The state of
Wisconsin does not offer a
state-sponsored or cost-share
program for treating private
property to prevent defolia-
tion by spongy moths.

Insecticide treatments,
including foliage sprays and
soil and trunk injections,
may be a suitable control
option after the caterpillars
have hatched. A professional
treatment is likely needed
when there are high num-
bers of egg masses on large
trees. Insecticide treatments
are most effective when the
caterpillars are small (mid-
May to early June in north-
ern counties).

Visit  www.spongymoth.
wi.gov for additional infor-
mation about suitable op-
tions this spring, including

physical controls and insecti-
cide applications that can be
applied by a property owner
or tree-care business.

Soil and trunk injections
of insecticide are an option
for protecting small numbers
of larger trees and are done
in the spring. Property own-
ers interested in these injec-
tions should contact a tree
care business well in advance
of the treatment. Directories
of for-hire arborists can be
found on the Wisconsin Ar-
borist Association and Inter-
national Society of Arbori-
culture websites.

|
ASPIRUS

HEALTH

At Aspirus Health, we are committed to your well-being and building
healthy communities. That’s why Aspirus leads first by caring, along with
a strong dedication to excellence.

-~

Find an Aspirus provider.

call 800.847.4707
visit aspirus.org






