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Local fi re departments highlight use of 
mutual aid system on Northwoods fi re call

Preliminary hearing 
set for Tomahawk 

woman charged with 
husband’s homicide

State Champions
Photo courtesy of WIAA

Tomahawk hockey 
team beats Amery 

Co-Op for program’s 
fi rst title

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER
MIDDLETON, WIS. – The Tomahawk 

High School hockey team won the 2025 Wis-
consin Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(WIAA) Division 2 State Championship at 
Bob Suter’s Legacy20 Arena in Middleton, 

Wis., on Saturday, March 8.
The number one-ranked Hatchets defeat-

ed no. 2-ranked Amery Co-Op by a score of  
5-3 to claim the program’s fi rst State title.

Tomahawk’s Jett Riley found the net 42 
seconds into the game, giving the Hatchets 
an early lead, but Amery responded with a 
pair of  goals – one in the fi rst period and 
one in the second – to take a 2-1 advantage.

Jonah Dickens and Brayden Lamer each 
scored a goal before the end of  the second 
period, putting the Hatchets back up 3-2.

In the third period, Sawyer Hanna and 
Reilly each tacked on a goal, extending 
Tomahawk’s lead to 5-2. Amery Co-Op 

found the net one more time to make the 
score 5-3, but the Hatchets ultimately held 
on to earn the State title.

Tomahawk goalie Trevor Seliskar had 22 
saves on the day.

After winning the championship, the 
Hatchet skaters returned home to a warm 
welcome, escorted through town by local 
emergency services units as fans gathered 
along the streets to cheer them on.

“What a great day for Tomahawk hockey, 
our school district and our community,” 
said coach Dewey Reilly after the game. 
“To make it to State two years in a row and 
bring back the championship this year is 

unbelievable. The grit and resilience that 
this team showed throughout this year’s 
schedule, and especially through the post-
season, is nothing short of  phenomenal. I 
could not be more proud of  the team.” 

Reilly said the championship is “the cul-
mination of  years of  hard work and deter-
mination, with this specifi c goal in mind for 
this group.”

“This was a special group, and they 
played their way to a historic ending,” 
Reilly stated. “Thank you to the players, 
the coaching sta� , the parents and all those 
from the community that have shown their 
support.” 

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER
MINOCQUA – Several local fi re 

departments shared information on 
how they worked together on a recent 
Northwoods fi re call.

When the Minocqua Fire and Res-
cue Department was dispatched to a 
large structure-related incident on the 
western side of  their coverage area on 
Sunday, March 2, they requested assis-
tance by utilizing the mutual aid box 
alarm system (MABAS), a mutual aid 
measure that may be used for deploy-
ing fi re, rescue and emergency medical 
services personnel in a multi-jurisdic-
tional and/or multi-agency response.

As a result, the Nokomis Volunteer 
Fire Department was requested to relo-
cate an engine and crew of  four mem-
bers to Minocqua Fire Station #1 to 
cover any other calls in the area while 
the Minocqua units were occupied.

“We settled right in, checked out 
their map of  water fi ll sites (just in 
case), and hung around until they 
came home,” the Nokomis department 
said on their Facebook page. “While we 
were gone, the Little Rice Fire Depart-
ment was on standby at their station in 
case there were any calls in the south-
west part of  the county, including No-
komis.”

Members of  Little Rice Fire Depart-
ment also assisted on the scene of  the 
Minocqua-area call, joining units from 
Woodru� , Lake Tomahawk, Lac du 
Flambeau, Pike Lake, Newbold, St. 
Germain, Hazelhurst and Arbor Vitae 
in response via MABAS. Oneida Coun-
ty Medics 4 and 5 also assisted at the 
scene.

Several Northwoods emergency services units, including the Nokomis and Little 
Rice � re departments, provided assistance with a recent Minocqua-area � re via 
MABAS.

Photo courtesy of the Little Rice Fire Department

“Red and orange apparatus, side by side, at the ready,” the Nokomis Volunteer 
Fire Department observed. 

Photo courtesy of the Nokomis Volunteer Fire Department
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TOMAHAWK – A court 
appearance has been 
scheduled for a Tomahawk 
woman charged with stab-
bing and killing her hus-
band earlier this year.

Court records show that 
Michelle Marie Sander-
son, 43, is set to appear in 
Lincoln County Court for 
a preliminary hearing on 
Wednesday, April 16 at 
10:30 a.m., during which, 
Judge Robert R. Russell 
will determine whether or 
not su§  cient evidence ex-
ists for the case to proceed 
to trial.

Sanderson is accused 
of  stabbing her husband, 
Richard “Ricky” Sander-
son, 50, in the upper chest/
lower throat area with a 
steak knife in the kitchen 
of  their Tomahawk home 
on Thursday, Jan. 9. She 
then allegedly transported 
the victim to Aspirus Tom-
ahawk Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

According to a crimi-

nal complaint, Michelle 
Sanderson told authori-
ties that she found Richard 
Sanderson outside already 
injured, but a third party 
claimed they witnessed 
the couple arguing before 
seeing the alleged stabbing 
occur.

Sanderson is facing one 
felony count of  fi rst de-
gree reckless homicide, 
one misdemeanor count of  
resisting or obstructing an 
o§  cer and one misdemean-
or count of  disorderly con-
duct, each with a domestic 
abuse modifi er.

Sanderson
Photo courtesy of the 

Lincoln County Jail
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Lincoln County Economic Development 
Corporation to hold summit in Tomahawk 

Honor Guard meat raf�e
A meat raf�e held at Castaways Bar and Grill in Tomahawk last month raised a total of $2,760.00 
for the Tomahawk Area Veterans Honor Guard. Pictured are Trish Beatty of Castaways with Honor 
Guard members Terry Baldowsky and Bruce P�ngsten. Photo courtesy of Tom Garrigan

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The Lin-
coln County Economic 
Development Corporation 
(LCEDC) will hold its 2025 
Economic Summit in Toma-
hawk next month.

Founded in 1999, LCEDC 
is an independent nonprofit 
organization that supports 
economic and community 
development in the Lincoln 
County.

“LCEDC is focused on 
driving economic growth 
that elevates local commu-
nities and enhances eco-
nomic well-being across the 
region,” LCEDC’s website 
states, noting that the orga-
nization works closely with 
businesses, government en-
tities, community organiza-
tions and other likeminded 
stakeholders to identify and 
implement strategies that 
promote economic vitality.

This year’s summit, 
themed “Economic Empow-
erment for Rural Communi-
ties,” will be held at Inshal-
la Country Club, N11060 
Clear Lake Rd., Tomahawk, 
on Tuesday, April 8, from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

“Designed to empower 
and strengthen rural busi-
nesses and communities, 
the summit o�ers attendees 
the opportunity to engage 
in either a full or half-day 
of  economic insights and 
educational sessions,” a 
release from LCEDC said. 
“Participants will gain 
valuable knowledge on key 
economic issues that drive 

business and community 
success.”

The event will kick o� 
with a morning focus on 
economic updates.

LCEDC said attendees 
will “receive essential eco-
nomic updates from local 
governments and economic 
partners,” followed by a 
“State of  the Economy” 
presentation from John 
Koskinen, Chief  Economist 
for the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of  Revenue. 

The morning will con-
clude with a keynote spot-
light from Mike Ward, Vice 
President of  Business and 
Community Development 
with the Wisconsin Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration (WEDC), who will 
share actionable strategies 
for rural business and com-
munity empowerment.

Lunch will be provided 
by local food trucks, allow-
ing guests to support local 
businesses while network-
ing with fellow attendees.

The afternoon session 
will focus on economic edu-
cation, with three di�erent 
breakout session tracks al-
lowing attendees to tailor 
their learning experience.

The sessions include:
• Managing Your Business. 

Topics include workforce re-
tention, business resources 
and legal foundations.

• Financing Your Busi-
ness. Discussions on fund-
ing options, government 
contracts and securing 
capital.

• Marketing Your Busi-
ness. Strategies for budget-
friendly marketing, com-
paring di�erent marketing 
methods and collaborating 
with marketing partners.

The closing presentation 
will focus on empowering 
economies through entre-
preneurs.

LCEDC said the summit 
will conclude with “an in-
sightful discussion led by 
experts from the UW-Mad-
ison Division of  Extension, 
focusing on the critical role 
of  entrepreneur-led busi-
nesses in rural economic 
success and how communi-
ties can support them e�ec-
tively.”

Tickets and additional 
information are available at 
www.lincolncountyedc.org/
event-details/2025-econom-
ic-summit. Early registra-
tion is encouraged.

Sponsorships are also 
available. View the event 
page or contact the LCEDC 
for more information.

“Don’t miss this engag-
ing and informative event 
designed to drive economic 
growth and success in ru-
ral communities,” LCEDC 
stated.

For more information, 
contact Sara Guild, LCEDC 
Executive Director, at Di-
rector@lincolncountyedc.
org or 715-390-0747.

News Briefs
City of Tomahawk 
winter parking ban
The City of  Tomahawk’s 

winter parking ban is in 
e�ect through Saturday, 
March 15. Parking on city 
streets is prohibited be-
tween 2:30 a.m. and 5 a.m.

LCVSO holding 
Tomahawk visits

Lincoln County Veterans 
Service O§cer Matthew 
Pultz will be available at 
Tomahawk City Hall, 23 N. 
2nd St., on Thursday, March 
20; Thursday, April 3; and 
Thursday, April 17, from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call 715-539-1083.

Grace Lutheran 
blood drive

A blood drive, sponsored 
by the American Red Cross, 
will be held at Grace Lu-
theran Church, 108 W. Somo 
Ave., Tomahawk, on Tues-
day, March 25 from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Appoint-
ments are recommended, 
but not necessary. To sched-
ule an appointment, call 
1-800-733-2767 or visit www.
redcrossblood.org. A photo 
ID or Red Cross ID is re-
quired. The Red Cross will 
provide free A1C testing on 
all successful blood dona-
tions during March, August 
and November to screen for 
prediabetes and diabetes.

Open Arms Community 
Meal closed until April

Open Arms Community 
Meal, served each Tuesday 
at St. Mary’s Corpus Christi 
Center, 320 E. Washington 
Ave., Tomahawk, will be 
closed until Tuesday, April 1. 

VFW dance
A dance will be held at 

VFW Post 2687, 203 S. 4th 
St., Tomahawk, on Satur-
day, June 7 from 8 p.m. to 12 
a.m. Gary Buchannon will 
be featured.

Donations to cover 
student lunch debts 

being accepted
A Park City Credit Union 

account established to 
cover student lunch debts 
at the School District of  
Tomahawk is continuing to 
accept donations. To con-
tribute to the account, visit 
Park City Credit Union. 
More than $2,500.00 has 
been raised. The individu-
als involved with the fund-
raising e�ort thank those 
who have donated, as well 
as Park City Credit Union.

Call Today!
715-453-2151

Advertise
Here

Rhinelander program to explore conversation 
topics related to Alzheimer’s, dementia

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

RHINELANDER – Next 
week, the Alzheimer’s 
Association will host a 
program designed to help 
family and friends of  those 
diagnosed with Alzheim-
er’s disease and dementia 
become more comfortable 
with di§cult topics.

The Dementia Conver-
sations workshop will be 
held at the Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Center 
(ADRC) of  Oneida County, 

100 W. Keenan St., Rhine-
lander, on Tuesday, March 
18, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

A release from the Al-
zheimer’s Association said 
topics to be covered will 
include:

• Why it is important to 
talk to one’s doctor about 
concerns about changes to 

memory, thinking and be-
havior as soon as they are 
noticed.

• How to encourage 
someone who is reluc-
tant to talk to their doctor 
about memory concerns to 
do so.

• Strategies for how 
to talk to someone when 
there are concerns about 
their ability to drive safely 
and to develop a plan for 

Alzheimer’s
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6
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possible for a routine traf-
fi c investigation because its 
half-life was only fi ve min-
utes, and the blood wasn’t 
obtained until about an 
hour after its use.” 

WSLH then contacted 
a lab in Pennsylvania and 
learned that the detection 
window may be longer than 
previously known. The lab 
also provided specifi c infor-
mation regarding specimen 
collection, storage, testing 
intervals and timely test-
ing, and nitrous oxide was 
ultimately detected in the 
blood sample.

“This case that Deputy 
Weeks investigated signifi -
cantly added to what we 
know about nitrous oxide 
detection in the blood and 
provided valuable informa-
tion to the scientifi c and law 
enforcement communities, 
as well as recommenda-
tions for collection, speci-
men handling and testing, 
which refl ects great credit 
upon him, the Lincoln 
County Sheri� ’s O§  ce and 
the Drug Evaluation and 
Classifi cation (DEC) pro-
gram,” the Sheri� ’s O§  ce 
stated.

Lincoln County Deputy Bradley Weeks 
recognized for efforts as 

Drug Recognition Evaluator
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LINCOLN COUNTY – A 
Lincoln County Sheri� ’s 
Deputy was recently rec-
ognized for his e� orts as a 
Drug Recognition Evalua-
tor (DRE). 

Deputy Bradley Weeks 
this month received a 2024 
DRE Outstanding Perfor-
mance Award from the 
Wisconsin Association of  
Chiefs of  Police DRE Pro-
gram after conducting a 
pair of  “unusual drug infl u-
ence evaluations” last year 
– one in August involving 
inhalants, and another in 
September with hallucino-
gens, the Sheri� ’s O§  ce 
said.

“The hallucinogen evalu-
ation involved psilocybin 
mushrooms, which was 
rare, but the inhalant evalu-
ation was remarkable,” the 
Sheri� ’s O§  ce stated.

According to the Sheri� ’s 
O§  ce, the inhalant evalu-
ation involved a woman 
who had crashed her car, 
used nitrous oxide and was 
taken to a hospital. Weeks 
responded to the hospital, 
issued fi eld sobriety tests 
and made the arrest before 
conducting a drug recogni-
tion evaluation.

“A blood sample was ob-
tained and sent to the Wis-
consin State Laboratory of  
Hygiene (WSLH) for test-
ing,” the Sheri� ’s O§  ce 
said. “The lab believed that 
the detection of  nitrous 
oxide in the blood was not 

 Photo courtesy of the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of� ce

Tomahawk Ambassadors Becky Jaecks, Jennifer Turkiewicz, and Deb Tomaszewski, along 
with Tomahawk Regional Chamber Director Charis Lau, recently welcomed LandVest to 
Tomahawk. Amanda Weyh, Jeff Olson and Jessica McAdams from LandVest gave the 
Ambassadors a tour of their Tomahawk of� ce and explained all the services available. 

Photo by Andy Tomaszewski

Tomahawk Ambassadors welcome 
LandVest to community

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The 
Tomahawk Ambassadors 
recently toured the new 
Tomahawk o§  ce of  Land-
Vest, a Massachusetts-
based company that en-
ables their clients to make 
informed decisions about 
real estate. 

A release from the Am-
bassadors said LandVest, 
founded in 1968, is one of  
New England’s longest-op-
erating independent real es-
tate fi rms, dedicated to mar-
keting the most distinctive 
properties across New Eng-
land and the Adirondacks.

The company is also the 
largest timberland broker 
in the United States. 

Additionally, their team 
o� ers real estate appraisal 
and consulting, fi duciary 
real estate services, and 
forest management.

“Here in Tomahawk, 
fi ve employees from Land-
Vest’s team specialize 
in appraisal work,” the 
release stated. “This in-
cludes multi-parcel and 
highway improvement, 
eminent domain expert 
witness testimony, con-
servation easements, tim-
berland and recreational 
land appraisals, as well as 

GIS mapping and analy-
sis. With over 100 years 
of  combined experience, 
and the support of  team 
members across the coun-
try, the Tomahawk team 
is well equipped to o� er a 
wide range of  services.” 

LandVest’s Tomahawk 
o§  ce is located next to the 
Verizon o§  ce at 1621 N. 4th 
St.

“Check out their web-
site, www.landvest.com, 
and reach out to the Tom-
ahawk o§  ce to see how 
LandVest can guide you 
in making informed deci-
sions about your land as-
sets,” the release said.

LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
As reported by the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce Monday, March 3:
On 2/25/2025 deputies were 
dispatched to an address in the 
N6500 block of 1st St. in the 
Town of Birch for an intoxicated 
female making a disturbance. 
It was reported that the female 
was throwing stuff around the 
garage and caused some damage. 
Deputies arrived on scene and 
detained the suspect, a Merrill 
woman, 21. Deputies spoke with 
the R/P, who indicated they did 
not want the suspect arrested for 
criminal damage to property. This 
was the third call within a short 
period of time involving the same 
subject and similar circumstances. 
The suspect was placed under 
arrest and later booked into the 
Lincoln County Jail for disorderly 
conduct and resisting arrest.
On 2/27/2025 a deputy was sent 
to the area of USH 51 and USH 8 
for a reported car vs. deer crash 
with injuries. When the deputy 
arrived on scene, they spoke with 
the driver of the car, a Tomahawk 
man, 40. The driver stated he 
was N/B on USH 51 when a deer 
crashed through the window of the 
driver’s side door and struck the 
man in the shoulder. The driver 
was complaining of shoulder 
pain and was later transported 
by Tomahawk EMS to Aspirus 
Tomahawk Hospital.
On 03/1/2025 deputies were sent 
to an address in the N3200 block 
of STH 17 in the Town of Schley 
for a domestic disturbance where 
a father and son were fi ghting. 
It was reported to be a physical 
altercation where the son had 
punched his father in the face. 
Deputies arrived on scene and 
separated the two, including the 
father, a Merrill man, 49, and his 
son, 24, also from Merrill. It was 

reported that the two men were 
drinking when the fi ght broke 
out, and the father received 
substantial injuries. The father 
refused medical treatment. The 
son was arrested and brought 
to the Lincoln County Jail, where 
he was booked for substantial 
battery with a domestic 

enhancer.
Deputies conducted 32 traffi c 
stops and 12 security checks.
Deputies responded to two car 
vs. deer crashes.
Driving complaints: One.
The 911 Center took no hang-up 
calls and no nuisance calls.
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Blessings,
Pastor Julie Sinkula
Grace Tomahawk

Have you ever experienced a journey that wasn’t what
you thought it would be? Like driving on good roads
that turned into long delays from construction or an
accident. Good weather that turned into icy, snowy or
foggy conditions that made it more di�cult to drive. It
reminds me so much of our life’s journey which is full
of progress and setbacks. You can have the best plans,
but we all experience di�cult parts of our life journey
whether we want to or not.

Jesus’ life journey was taking an uphill climb when he
set his face towards Jerusalem. He was heading into
the city where the opposition against him was rising,
and they would not stop until he was killed. Even with
this threat against his life, Jesus continued this uphill
journey teaching, healing, forgiving and caring for the
people he met along the way.

We are entering the time of Lent, the 40 days before
Easter, where we begin our journey to the cross with
Jesus. We are called to turn back from the things
that lead us away from God and neighbor. Jesus also
invites us to life-giving practices that strengthen our
relationship with God and others. Spending time with
study of God’s word, attending midweek worship and
serving others are all ways that we fortify ourselves for
the uphill climb of life that we all have at some point.
Sometimes we help others and sometimes others help
us. As followers of Jesus, we all carry a cross, but we
are not alone. Jesus walks with us lightening our load
because he did the heavy lifting of forgiving our sins
through his death and resurrection.

This Lent, spend some time with Jesus and lighten your
burdens that weigh you down on your journey of life.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will �nd rest for your souls.”
(Matthew 11:28-29)
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Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk
bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com

Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using
the Bible as my �nal authority.
We have been looking at the question, How did we get

the Bible, and Can we trust it? Some people �nd the many
di�erent editions of the Bible to be confusing.
Last week I began addressing the confusion created

by so many di�erent editions of the Bible, explaining
the di�erence between a translation of the Bible and
a paraphrase of the Bible. I recommend the use of
translations rather than paraphrases. The problem with a
paraphrase is that it is more of a commentary of the Bible,
shaped by the editors’ opinions, than a true translation of
the Bible.
Years ago I had this experience while counseling

a young man who was in trouble for drug abuse. In his
despair he had turned to God for help and started reading
the Bible. He was reading a popular paraphrase of the
Bible. What troubled him is what he found in James 1:14
and the statement that all temptations come from our evil
desires. He asked me if wanting a friend was an evil desire.
I answered,No, it is healthy to want friends. God created

us to be social creatures so we would form communities
and societies and help one another.
When I asked him where he got the idea that wanting

a friend was an evil desire, he answered, I read in James
1:14 that our temptations come from our evil desires. He
went on to explain that when his family moved to a new
location, the �rst person at school to accept him was a
drug addict. His new friend was okay with him refusing
the drugs o�ered him, as long as they could still hang out
together. As he explained it, One day, afraid that I might
lose him as a friend, I accepted his o�er of a drug and got
hooked. All I wanted was a friend.
HisparaphraseBible said in James1:14 that temptations

come from our evil desires. I did a little research and found
that the word evil is not in any copy of the Bible, in its
original language, in James 1:14. Instead, it actually says
that any desire, good or evil, can become a source of
temptation. Even a desire for food, when we are hungry,
can lead to a temptation to steal.
This young man’s popular paraphrase of the Bible was

not saying what God actually had James write 2,000 years
ago, but was an opinion the editors chose to follow. This
can be a problem in paraphrase editions of the Bible, to
follow popular opinions and then call it God’s Word – this
is what the religious leaders of Jesus’ day were doing
(Matthew 15:3-9). The translations of James 1:14, got it
right because the translators followed what James had
actually written, rather than act as commentators as in a
paraphrase.
This illustrates why I prefer a translation over a

paraphrase of the Bible – greater chance of accuracy in
the English reading.

DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Trinity Lutheran Church
715-428-2851

4594 Hwy 8, Prentice
Pastor Scott Holobeck

Sat 10am Worship Service,
11am Bible Study

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk

Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat. 5 pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.com

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

Sara Park Activity Ctr, 900 W. Somo Ave
9:30am Sunday Service & live-streamed

on our Facebook page.
Interim Pastor - Pastor Barry Rudesill

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 11am, Sabbath School: 9am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference
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Alice J. Pockat, 88, of Tom a hawk, passed away Sun day,
March 2, 2025 at The Bay at Nu Roc in Laona. Alice was
born on Sept. 27, 1936 in Illi nois, the daugh ter of Theodore
and Hilda (Lampi) Rooni. She was united in mar riage in July
of 1955 to Ronald Pockat and he pre ceded her in death in
1983. Alice was a cook at Riverview nurs ing home for 20
years re tir ing in 1996.
Sur viv ing are her daugh ter, Karen Tucker of Tom a hawk; son,
Charles Pockat of Clev land, Wis.,; six grand chil dren, and
eight great-grand chil dren.
She was pre ceded in death by her par ents; hus band, Ronald;
son, Michael; five broth ers and a sis ter.
Ser vices were held at 10 a.m. on Mon day, March 10, 2025 at
Krueger-Nims gern Fu neral Home with Pas tor Larry Math ein
offi ci at ing.
On line con do lences for the fam ily may be di rected to www. 
nim sger nfun eral. com.
Krueger-Nims gern Fu neral & Cre ma tion Ser vices is as sist ‐
ing the fam ily.

Mar ion M. Forecki
(Schwabe) passed away peace ‐
fully Sun day, March 2, 2025 at
the age of 101 in Tom a hawk.
She was born on Dec. 26, 1923
in the City of Mil wau kee to
Michael and Edna Schwabe.
She came of age dur ing the
Great De pres sion raised by her
mother Edna, to gether with her
broth ers Joe and Paul and her
sis ter Au drey, all of whom pre ‐
de ceased her.
Mar ion was un rec og nized
vale dic to rian at her Catholic
Grade School and grad u ated

near the top of her class at South Di vi sion High School in
Mil wau kee. She fell in love and mar ried Harry Forecki in
1949. She was a lov ing wife to Harry until his pass ing in
1988, and a won der ful mother to her chil dren.
She is sur vived by her five chil dren, Kathy (Gary) Raash,
Michael (Lisa) Forecki, Karen Forecki, Kristina (Michel)
House man, Karyl (Daniel) Cor co ran and grand chil dren,
Char lie Forecki, Max (Beth Han son) Cor co ran, Katey (Ryan
Bag gerly) House man and Sally House man. She is also sur ‐
vived by many nieces and nephews.
Mar ion was charis matic, was warm and trust ing to all, and
un kind to no one. She was a vo ra cious reader and an en cy ‐
clo pe dic card player. Mostly, she liked to tell sto ries about
her past, and she was re mark ably ca pa ble of doing all of
these things for her hun dred plus years.
Mass of Chris t ian Bur ial was held at 11 a.m. on Sat ur day,
March 8, 2025 at St. Au gus tine Catholic Church, N10090
County Rd. B, Tom a hawk, with Fr. Aloy sius Royan An thony
offi ci at ing. Vis i ta tion was held from 10 a.m. to time of ser ‐
vice at church.
In lieu of flowers, the fam ily re quests that you con sider of ‐
fer ing a Mass at St. Au gus tine’s Catholic Church in Mar ion’s
name.
On line con do lences for the fam ily may be di rected to www. 
nim sger nfun eral. com.
Krueger-Nims gern Fu neral & Cre ma tion Ser vice as sisted the
fam ily.

Mary “Mary Jo” Josephine
Ul rich, 68, of Ogema, WI
passed away un ex pect edly on
Jan u ary 20, 2025. Mary Jo was
born on De cem ber 7, 1956, in
Madi son, WI, to par ents John
and Ver lene “Lee” (Cayo)
Bernd. She grew up in Stevens
Point, where she grad u ated
from SPASH in 1975. After
grad u at ing, she worked for
Sen try In sur ance, which
moved her to Phoenix, AZ and
then to At lanta, GA. It was in
At lanta that she was in tro duced
over the phone to her best

friend and love of her life, Ed Ul rich. She moved to Ogema
to be with him. Ed and Mary Jo were mar ried on a beau ti ful
spring day in April 1990, at the Ogema Bap tist Church.
Mary Jo was a de voted wife, mother and grand mother. She
loved spend ing time with her fam ily and friends and going
camp ing. Mary Jo en joyed being ac tive in her com mu nity.
When her daugh ter started el e men tary school, Mary Jo
started vol unteer ing at the Ogema El e men tary School. She
also served as trea surer for the Ogema Our Town Com mit tee
and en joyed vol un teer ing with the Hill bil lies 4-H club. Mary
Jo held var i ous ad min is tra tive and cook ing jobs- most re ‐
cently she was cook ing at Rail Trail Café and worked in the
office for her step-son Curt at By pass Com mu ni ca tions.
Mary Jo is sur vived by her hus band, Ed; her step sons Chad
Ul rich of Ogema, Curt Ul rich of Phillips, Cale Ul rich of
Tom a hawk and her daugh ter Allyson Jablon sky of Ham
Lake, MN; grand chil dren Cae lyn Ul rich, Avery Ul rich, En ‐
dora Udovich-Ul rich, Gabby Ul rich, Jack son Jablon sky, and
Jace Jablon sky; and brother John (Sharon) Bernd of Beth le ‐
hem, GA, and nephews Johnny (Amelia) Bernd and Ramon
(Meghan) Bernd.
She is pre ceded in death by her par ents, John and Lee (Cayo)
Bernd.
A Memo r ial Ser vice will be held on Sat ur day March 29,
2025 at the Ogema Bap tist Church. There will be a vis i ta tion
from 12pm-2pm, a ser vice at 2pm, and a lun cheon to fol low.

An ge line J. Taves, age 90 of Ash land, Wis., and for merly of
Tom a hawk, passed away peace fully on Sat ur day, March 1,
2025 at Court Manor Health Ser vices in Ash land, Wis. An ge ‐
line was born on Aug. 28, 1934 in Chicago, Ill., the daugh ter
of Fran cis and An ge line (Za ho rak) Sortek.
Angie eloped with John A. Taves Jr., after a six-week whirl ‐
wind en gage ment in 1954 and cel e brated 55 years of mar ‐
riage be fore John’s pass ing in 2009.
Angie loved bak ing cook ies and took great plea sure in shar ‐
ing the hun dreds upon hun dreds of cook ies she baked every
year with any and all who had a sweet tooth. Pick ing berries
and mak ing jams and jel lies was an other pas sion that Angie
en joyed, along with cro chet ing, and fish ing. But, the biggest
joy in her life was bowl ing in the af ter noon league at Strik ers
Lanes in Tom a hawk. Big shout out to Gary and Strik ers and
all the ladies in that Wednes day af ter noon league. You were
her sec ond fam ily. She loved and spoke of all of you very
fondly.
She is sur vived by her chil dren, David Taves, Brian (Paula)
Taves, and Janet (Ed) Kosene ski; grand chil dren, Beau
Bruneau, Spencer (Sarah) Taves; sis ter, Karen Sack ett;
brother-in-law, Larry (De lores) Meis ter; many nieces and
nephews.
She was pre ceded in death by her par ents; hus band John A.
Taves; sis ters Fran Fritz and Barb Michael son; and brother
Jon Sortek.
Per Angie’s wishes, there will be no fu neral.
Fu neral arrange ments have been en trusted to the Moun tain
Fu neral Home and Cre ma tion Ser vices of Ash land and
Mellen, Wis.
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Local news online www.TomahawkLeader.com



FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne
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ESTIMATES

Think Spring! Make Your Appointment Today.

Elliott Gomez
715-571-3841

WE WASH
Windows
Siding
Roofs
Gutters
Concrete
Decks 44

72
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409502

Maple Ridge Construction

715-560-5840

Specializing In:
• Metal and Asphalt Roo�ng
• House Roofs • Barn Roofs
• Replacement Windows
• Vinyl Siding and More!

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 21 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com
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FREE
ESTIMATES
Tomahawk
715-453-4200 20

15

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee TToommaahhaawwkk aanndd surrounding area with
Quality Products & workmanship for over 20 years!

WINDOWS - SIDING
SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS

Tired of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

44
46
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Wisco
Steel R

oo�ng LLC

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant
• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef cient

• Snap-loc Standing Seam
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel Roo ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Mark
715-503-5460

Do it Once,

Do it Righ
t!

4.15.24am

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

439414

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING
YOUR HOUSE?

TRY A STEEL ROOF!

• CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
EXISTING ROOFING

• 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
• 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
RESISTANT

• VENTILATED AT PEAK
• ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT
• SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
• 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRACTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

DO IT ONC
E

DO IT RIG
HT
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To have your professional service appear 
in this section, call 715-453-2151 today!

|BUSINESS DIRECTORY|

Northwoods Boy Scouts hold District Summit at TMS
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – Scout-
ing America’s Samoset 
Council held their 2nd an-
nual Northwoods District 
Summit at Tomahawk 
Middle School (TMS) on 
Saturday, March 1.

More than 40 Scouts 
and 30 adults from Toma-
hawk, Merrill, Wausau, 
Antigo, Rhinelander, 
Hurley, Phillips, Boulder 
Junction and Ironwood, 
Mich., were in attendance.

Events for the day 
commenced with scouts 
completing swimming re-
quirements for upcoming 
summer camp. 

Stations for Cub Scout 
Hour included beekeeping 
and honey, scout games 
and six essentials for day 
hikes. 

Adults also had train-
ing opportunities, focused 
on campfire programs 
and supporting Scouts on 
their path to Eagle Rank.

Scouts had the chance 
to earn Coin Collecting, 
Communications, and 
Photography badges. 

The Cub Scout District 
Pinewood Derby was also 
included in the day’s 
events. The top three 
Northwoods District rac-
ers were Ben Schultz, Jo-
nah Raith and Theo Heier. 

Best gas mileage car 
was registered to Luca 
Kaehne. 

Kid-voted car awards 
were presented to Jonah 

Raith (Best Paint Job), 
Hayden Barney (Most 
Original), Nathan Schultz 
(Most Patriotic) and Theo 
Heier (Best Scout Theme). 

VFW Post 2687 repre-
sentatives voted for the 
Best in Show Car, which 
was awarded to Jax No-
eske for his tiger car. VFW 
representatives presented 
the Best in Show Car and 
Fastest Car with a Chal-
lenge Coin.

Adult leader awards 
from around the district 
were announced. Local 
Troop and Pack leaders 
receiving recognition in-
cluded Forrest VanAs-

ten, Northwoods District 
Award of  Merit; Maya 
Sigl, Firestarter; Jer-
emy Wendorf, Committee 
Chair of  the Year; James 
Schultz, Scouter of  the 
Year; Laura Heier, Den 
Leader of  the Year; and 
Christina Schultz, Scout-
ing Champion.

The day concluded with 
dessert: a 40-foot banana 
split, built in a rain gutter.

“Special thanks to 
TMS, TMS janitorial staff, 
Trig’s, Kwik Trip, Samo-
set Council and the VFW 
for supporting this event,” 
Schultz said.

Photos courtesy of Christina Schultz
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PICK UP A

AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

R-Store BP

Trig’s

Marathon

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store

IMMEDIATE FULL AND PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Baseman Bros Inc

Install, sand, paint, and �nish gymnasium �oors
Eagle River Area Openings

Out of town expenses covered
Paid travel time – Starting pay $20.00/HR

JeffBaseman@yahoo.com
Call or text (715) 891-8392 or (715) 493-5088
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OUR SAVIOUR’S
LUTHERAN

CHURCH

VISION
The Director of Youth and Family Ministry strives
to foster Christian community through building
relationships with young people and their families
and pursuing ways to bring all generations together
to participate in God’s mission for this church.

To apply or for more information please contact
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.

44
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300 Logan Street, Merrill
(715)536-5813

Seeking Director of Youth
& Family Ministry

Part-Time Position (20 Hours Per Week)

MELVIN COMPANIES
PO Box 646 • Abbotsford, WI 54405

All quali�ed applicants will receive consideration without regard to race, color, religion, sex or national origin

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Melvin Companies, a well-established gravel, excavation and underground utilities
company in Abbotsford and Medford for 93 years, is hiring an Operations Manager to
join our team. This “hands on” position involves diverse tasks such as job coordination,
ensuring safety standards are met, managing regulatory compliance, handling sales,
overseeing employment recruitment and training.

The ideal candidate will have supervisory experience, preferably in the underground
utilities, gravel and excavation sectors. With a 90-mile work radius, this position offers a
signi­cant perk — the chance to be home almost every night.

Melvin Companies offers a competitive salary and bene­t package including 401K plan.

Please send resume to the address below
or submit it through our website melvincompanies.com

44
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Hiring!
We are

JOIN
OUR
TEAM

APPLY IN-PERSON
605 N. Ohio St. • 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers!
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

44
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• Maintenance Tech
2nd Shift
$30.10 - $32.35/HR

• Crew Member
$19.79 - $21.29/HR

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Bene�ts:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly Rates

Apply in person, or Call

Tomahawk Bus Service
715-453-3000

$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS!$1,500 S
Seeking Full and part-time School Bus Drivers

Perfect for retirees or stay-at-home parents.
Drive your kids/grandkids to their events!
Will train for proper licensing. Paid training.

18
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qualify for State Music Festival

Pictured, back row, from left: Naomi Nelson, Julia Fries, Maddie Long, Elliot O’Connor, Finn Colburn, Galen Schmidt, Damian 
Ramirez; row two: Kami Gabrich, Aliyah Nelson, Sadie Ruder, Ayla Lewison, Phoebe Hrdina, Dominic Boos; row three: Brock 
Fischer, Toby Scott, Jozlyn Bills, Cheyenne Sakowicz, Kaylee Roberts, Landon Plantenberg, Scarlet McKenzie; front: Tamara 
Stenberg, Ryu Fuszard, Dorian Stefan, Audrey Sneed, Greta Kurth, Cedar Hoffman, Dixie Foster, Ella Hilgendorf. Not Pictured: Julia 
McGovern, Audrey Graber, Sarah Kallerud, Emma Schiltz. Photo by Corey Colburn

Long and Phoebe Hrdina.
Gold medals were 

earned by Scarlet McKen-
zie, saxophone solo; Kaylee 
Roberts, vocal solo, Ayla 
Lewison, vocal solo; Dorian 
Stefan, vocal solo; and the 
soprano-alto ensemble of  
Ryu Fuszard, Greta Kurth, 
Ella Hilgendorf, Cedar 
Ho�man, Dorian Stefan, 
Ayla Lewison, Audrey 

Sneed, Naomi Nelson, Sa-
die Ruder, Aubrey Graeber 
and Julia McGovern.

Finally, eight Toma-
hawk musicians earned 
gold medals and will also 
advance to State. Five 
of  the events were for 
art song vocal solos per-
formed by Cedar Hoff-
man, Ella Hilgendorf, 
Sadie Ruder, Greta Kurth 

and Galen Schmidt. Addi-
tionally, Ella Hilgendorf  
qualified on her musical 
theater performance, and 
the duos of  Julia Fries 
and Madeline Long and 
Scarlet McKenzie and Ella 
Hilgendorf  each qualified 
with their vocal duets. 

The State Music Festival 
will be held on Saturday, 
May 3 at UW-Stevens Point.

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

EAGLE RIVER – On Sat-
urday, March 1, Tomahawk 
High School (THS) musi-
cians traveled to Northland 
Pines High School for a Solo 
and Ensemble Festival.

THS students per-
formed in 25 events.

In Class B, Toby Scott 
and Brock Fischer earned 
a bronze medal on their 
brass duet; Jozlyn Bills 
and Cheyenne Sakow-
icz took a Silver on their 
flute-clarinet duet; and 
gold medals were earned 
by LJ Plantenberg and El-
liot O’Connor on a saxo-
phone duet and by Dixie 

Foster on a trumpet solo.
In Class A, silver med-

als were earned by Sarah 
Kallerud, clarinet solo; 
Elliot O’Connor, jazz im-
prov solo; Tamara Sten-
berg, xylophone solo; 
Greta Kurth, musical 
theater; Julia McGovern, 
vocal solo; Sadie Ruder 
and Greta Kurth, vocal 
duet; the tenor-bass en-
semble of  LJ Plantenberg, 
Elliot O’Connor, Galen 
Schmidt, Finn Colburn, 
Dominic Boos and Damian 
Ramirez; and the soprano-
alto ensemble of  Aliyah 
Nelson, Kaylee Roberts, 
Julia Fries, Emma Schiltz, 
Kami Gabrich, Madeline 

when “retiring” from driv-
ing becomes necessary.

• The importance of  

making legal and financial 
plans for the future.

• The necessity of  plan-
ning ahead, learning about 
community resources and 

ALZHEIMER’S
FROM PAGE 2

developing a supportive 
care team.

“Alzheimer’s disease 
a�ects nearly seven mil-
lion people in the United 
States,” the Alzheimer’s 
Association stated in a re-
lease. “It is the most com-
mon form of  dementia and 
causes memory, thinking 
and behavior problems that 
interfere with daily living. 
However, the earliest signs 
are often dismissed as part 
‘getting older,’ and the con-
versation with family and 
friends about those changes 
can be challenging and un-
comfortable.”

Registration for the pro-
gram is requested. 

To register, contact Julie 
St. Pierre at 715-352-4091 or 
jstpierre@alz.org; call the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
24/7 Helpline at 1-800-272-
3900; or visit www.bit.ly/
DCONVORHI.



More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*
Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!
Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com

Travis Brothers Painting
715-873-4670

Interior & Exterior.
Free estimates and consultation.

Your north woods painters since 1972
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Century21BestWay.com
119 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Tomahawk, WI

Brent Venrooy,
Tynan Anderson,
Andrea Krueger,

Fred Koth
Chris Duckett

Emma Praslowicz

800-732-9597
715-453-3365

44
12

60

NEW LISTING: 109 N CALIFORNIA St,
Merrill: Are you looking city lot with your next
home? Well, here it is. 100x142 lot is great for
this 4-bedroom home with of�ce, main �oor
laundry, and deck out back. The 2-car garage

is attached, and there is a nice sized storage shed in the back yard.
$124,900

REDUCED: 1009 E Main St, Merrill: Great
City of Merrill Commercial Spot in the heart of
Merrill. Located on Merrill’s Main Street, just
west of the courthouse. There are so many
possibilities for this one. Formerly a dance studio, this could be great
for retail or of�ce space. Upstairs was also used in part of the dance
studio but could be made back into an apartment or living space. The
basement also has usable space along with tons of storage. There is a
back entrance garage space, public parking lot in back and adequate
street parking in front. $114,900

NEW LISTING: 27 Acres Cty Rd G Merrill: Just a nice piece of land!
Approximate 27 acres per Lincoln County Tax bill. The front half is
�eld, and the back half is wooded. Great place for hunting or build on.
Adjoining home and adjoining 40 acres also listed. $89,000

NEW LISTING: 40 Acres Sunrise Rd Merrill: 40 acres, wooded just a
few minutes east of Merrill. A great place to hunt, build or go for a hike.
Adjoining home on 29 Acres and additional 27 acres also available.
$109,900

FISHINGTIMES

Solunar fishing chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon - March 29.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major
Mar 12 5:05AM 9:51AM 3:48PM ----
Mar 13 5:22AM 10:32AM 4:54PM ----
Mar 14 5:37AM 10:52PM 6:00PM 11:12AM
Mar 15 5:52AM 11:32PM 7:04PM 11:51AM
Mar 16 6:08AM 12:11AM 8:09PM 12:31PM
Mar 17 6:25AM 12:52AM 9:15PM 1:13PM
Mar 18 6:45AM 1:34AM ---- 1:57PM
Mar 19 7:10AM 2:20AM ---- 2:44PM 44
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Currently in need of
• Beef Stew • Canned Fruit • Cooking Oil

• Cereal • Soups • Jelly or Jam other than grape
• SPAM • Hamburger or Tuna Helper

Please watch for use by dates, no expired please

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

FOOD
PANTRY

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
1104 School Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Open Wed 1-3, Fri 11am-12:30pm

05
55

28
95

844 N. 4th St. • 715-453-6600

This ad sponsored by:

36
70

9

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry

PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 5448
Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30

Always in need of
• Beef Stew • Baked Beans • Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Cooking Oil • Cereal • Instant Potatoes • Noodles
• Pasta • Peanut Butter & Jelly • Soup • Spaghetti Sauce

• Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods

315 W. Wisconsin Ave. • 715-453-6600

22
91

49
Saturday,

March 15, 2025
10:00 AM

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:

ESTATE AUCTION | EXPO Center, 303 N Sales St., Merrill
See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230

44
95

21

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

Large John Deere Tractor And Toy Collection
• Most All The Items Are ERTL • Toys • Large Coin Collection

• Snap On Toys • Long Guns • Pistols • Ammo
• Household Furniture • Cub Cadet New Riding Lawn Mower

• Large Snow Blower • Tools And Much More

Beautiful Antigo Home
with 1.47 +/- Acres!

City living with a country
atmosphere! Elderly lady is moving.

Antigo, WI 1440 Saratoga St.
Saturday, April 5th, (10AM) (Showings by appointment)

This well maintained 2 bedroom home with newly remodeled kitchen, features a walk
in pantry, like new appliances, main floor laundry, near new furnace & hot water
heater, plus a full basement. Enjoy a 3 season porch and a large deck. Also included
is a 4-stall garage for storing all of those toys. Property is nestled on 1.47 +/-acres &
property is located near Saratoga Park.!

ANOTHER LIVE AUCTION WITH

COL. RENÉ BRASS
www.colrene.net

Terms: Terms: 10 % down payment (non-refundable) added to winning bid & to be paid
day of auction. Closing in 45 days or upon paper completion. Bidders must request bid form
by calling St. Louis Auctions LLC. 715-367-1668. (6728 Whitefish Lk. Rd., Three Lakes, WI
54562). R.W.A.’s: Col. Rene’ Brass #424, Col. Robert St. Louis #450.
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Dear Reader,

When we stop to think about 
the design of  the human body, 
we might find ourselves won-
dering if  it could have been 
crafted more efficiently. Con-
sider the everyday processes 
of  hydration and nutrition: 
why must we spend so much 
of  our lives urinating or ex-
pelling waste from our bodies? Couldn’t we have been 
designed to hydrate through the skin, or metabolize 
food directly into energy without the need for waste?

It’s a curious thought experiment—imagining a 
body that functions without the need to “offload” 
its excesses, freeing us from the sometimes inconve-
nient realities of  biological maintenance. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to live unencumbered by these daily 
rituals, focusing solely on the higher pursuits of  life?

Yet, when we reflect more deeply, we realize that 
the human body as it is designed is nothing short 
of  miraculous. It’s a complex, harmonious system 
where countless processes—digestion, circulation, 
respiration— work in synchrony to sustain us. These 
so-called inefficiencies might actually be part of  the 
greater design, teaching us humility and grounding 
us in the rhythms of  life. They remind us of  our in-
terconnectedness with nature and the delicate bal-
ance we inhabit.

Could there have been a “better” design? Perhaps. 
But then, would we be the same creatures we are 
now— resilient, adaptable, and marvelously imper-
fect? Perhaps the true genius of  the human design 
lies not in its flawlessness, but in its resilience and 
ability to grow through imperfection.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

Human Body Design
PUBLISHER’S LETTERLETTER TO THE EDITOR

Long-Term Care 
Administrator’s Week

As we celebrate Long-Term Care 
Administrator’s Week in March, 
I want to honor the invaluable 
partnership between home health 
agencies and long-term care facilities. 
Together, we strive to ensure that 
residents receive consistent, quality 
care that promotes their well-being 
and respects their individual needs.

Long-term care administrators 
are at the heart of  this collaboration, 
tirelessly managing their facilities 
to create safe, comfortable 
environments for residents. 
Their role requires both skill and 

compassion as they oversee daily 
operations, support their teams and 
ensure the best care possible for each 
resident. Working alongside these 
dedicated administrators, home 
health agencies bring additional 
expertise and specialized services 
to residents, helping them maintain 
independence, manage chronic 
conditions and enjoy a higher quality 
of  life.

This partnership enhances 
residents’ care by providing a 
continuity of  services, whether it’s 
skilled nursing, physical therapy or 
personal care. It also gives families 
peace of  mind, knowing their loved 

ones are receiving the best possible 
support in every aspect of  their 
health.

Let’s take this week to celebrate 
and thank long-term care 
administrators for their dedication 
and their partnership with home 
health agencies, which together help 
create a supportive, compassionate 
environment for our community’s 
most vulnerable individuals.

Sincerely,
Amy Nowak

Hospice Administrator, Compassus
Rhinelander
Arbor Vitae

Park City Credit Union awarded five-star rating by BauerFinancial

Trig’s receives Creative Choice Award 
at NGA show in Las Vegas

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER 

MERRILL – Park City 
Credit Union (PCCU) re-
cently announced that it 
has been awarded a five-
star rating from BauerFi-
nancial, a leading indepen-
dent financial rating agen-
cy since 1983. 

A release from PCCU 
said a five-star rating is 
“classified as Superior, in-
dicating exceptional finan-
cial strength and security.”

“BauerFinancial’s rat-
ings are based on several 
factors, including capital 
ratios, asset quality and 
overall financial stability,” 
PCCU stated. “A five-star 
rating signifies that Park 
City Credit Union is well-
capitalized and operat-
ing with strong financial 

health, providing members 
with confidence in the secu-
rity and reliability of  their 
financial institution.”

“We are honored to re-
ceive this five-star rating 
from BauerFinancial,” said 
Val Mindak, PCCU Presi-
dent/CEO. “This recogni-
tion reflects our ongoing 
commitment to financial 
strength, responsible man-
agement, and, most impor-
tantly, serving our mem-
bers with the security and 

trust they deserve.”
PCCU said it “remains 

dedicated to helping mem-
bers achieve their financial 
goals while maintaining the 
highest standards of  stabil-
ity and service.”

Park City Credit Union 
has locations in Tomahawk, 
Merrill, Minocqua and 
Rhinelander.

For more information 
about PCCU, visit www.
parkcitycu.org.

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LAS VEGAS, NEV. – The 
National Grocers Associa-
tion (NGA), the trade as-
sociation representing the 
independent supermarket 
industry, last week revealed 
the winners of  its annual 
Creative Choice Awards. 

Among the award recipi-
ents is Trig’s, which oper-
ates five grocery stores in 
northern Wisconsin, in-
cluding one in Tomahawk.

A release from Trig’s 
said the award “recognizes 
outstanding marketing and 
merchandising programs 

from independent grocery 
retailers across the coun-
try.”

“Recipients of  the Cre-
ative Choice Awards gain 
respect throughout the in-
dustry and receive national 
recognition at the NGA 
Show,” Trig’s stated.

The NGA Show was re-
cently held in Las Vegas, 
Nev.

“Judged by a panel of  
industry experts and trade 
press members, the contest 
features various categories 
where the judges determine 
category winners based on 
creativity, clarity, innova-

tion and e�ectiveness of  
each entry,” Trig’s said. 

Trig’s event submission, 
dubbed “We’ve Got Crab 
Claws” and featuring Fren-
chy’s Stone Crab Claws, re-
ceived first place in the Lo-
cal, Specialty or Emerging 
Products and Fresh Meat/
Seafood categories.

“The Creative Choice 
Awards showcase the in-
credible innovation and in-
genuity of  independent gro-
cers,” said Bob Jaskolski, 

President and CEO of  T.A. 
Solberg Company Inc. “We 
have a very creative team of  
that rises to the task of  de-
livering that innovation and 
showcasing new products 
for our guests. Our history 
of  Creative Choice Awards 
is evident of  Trig’s commit-
ment to our communities.” 

Trig’s has been award-
ed NGA Creative Choice 
Awards in 2018, 2019, 2021, 
2022, 2024 and 2025.



GUN SHOW: March 14-16, 2025
Washington County Fairgrounds,
3000 Hwy PV. West Bend, WI. Fri
3-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-
3pm. $8 (Under 14 FREE) 608-
752-6677 www.bobandrocco.com

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MARATHON COUNTY
Plaintiff(s):
Recovery Exchange, LLC
485 Cayuga Rd
Cheektowaga NY 14225
-vs-
Defendant(s):
ERIC SCHMALFUS
212 PIER ST. APT 1
MERRILL WI 54452-2470

Publication Summons and Notice 
(Small Claims)

Case No. 2205SC000236
If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to
participate in the court process, please
call 715-261-1000 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.

Publication Summons and 
Notice of Filing

TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE
AS DEFENDANT(S):
You are being sued by the person(s)
names above as Plaintiff(s). A copy of
the claim has been sent to you at your
address as stated in the caption above.

The lawsuit will be heard in the
following small claims court:
MARATHON County Courthouse
Telephone Number of clerk of court:
715-261-1000
Address: 500 Forest Street, Wausau,
WI 54403
on the following date and time:
Date: 03/26/2025 Time: 10:00 a.m.

If you do not attend the hearing, the
court may enter a judgment against
you in favor of the person(s) suing
you. A copy of the claim has been sent
to you at your address as stated in the
caption above. A judgment may be
enforced as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate (property) you
own now or in the future, and may also
be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.
You may have the option to Answer
without appearing in court on the court
date by filing a written Answer with the
clerk of court before the court date. You
must send a copy of your Answer to the
Plaintiff(s) names above at their
address. You may contact the clerk of
court at the telephone number above to
determine if there are other methods to
answer a Small Claims complaint in the
county.
Plaintiff/Attorney:
Electronically Signed by
MEGHAN P. MACKELLY
3/3/2025
Law Firm and Address:
Dobberstein Law Firm, LLC
225 S. Executive Dr. Suite 201
Brookfield, WI 53005
Plaintiff's/Attorney's Telephone Number:
262-641-3715
Attorney's State Bar Number:
1037746
Published March 12, 2025      WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Riley West Olson-Sliwinski
By (Petitioner) Riley West Olson-
Sliwinski

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 25CV18
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A Petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:

From: [First] Riley
          [Middle] West
          [Last] Olson-Sliwinski
To:     [First] Riley
          [Middle] West
          [Last] Sliwinski
Birth Certificate: [First] Riley
                          [Middle] West
                          [Last] Olson-Sliwinski

IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:

Judge's Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-
BR 1 Courtroom
1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 03-31-2025
Time: 10:30am

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to
participate in the court process, please
call 715-536-0319 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.
BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 02/19/2025
/s/ Hon. Galen Bayne-Allison
Circuit Court Judge, BR 1
Published March 5, 12, 19, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
RICHARD PAUL THUSIUS

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2025IN17
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 1-
12-1939 and date of death 1-31-
2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of N11445 County Road A,
Unit 19, Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is June
20, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: March 4, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Dennis Thusius
N9994 Deer Path Lane
Tomahawk, WI 54487
262-227-9261
Published March 12, 19, 26, 2025

WNAXLP

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY and suf-
fered an infection between2020
and the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call At-
torney Charles H. Johnson1-800-
535-5727

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature unlim-
ited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,
call 1-833-518-2155

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-425-2108 today!

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

PAWS 2 THINK helps feed local
pets in need for those having fi-
nancial difficulties. Donations are
needed: Monetary or dry dog & cat
food, medium to good quality
please. Drop off Tomahawk Ware-
house Liquor, Auntie Em's Resale.
For info, contact 715-612-5866

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

ANTIGO WI- 1440 Saratoga St.
Owner moved to assisted living.
Beautiful 2 bdrm home w/like new
appliances, near new furnace, full
basement, 4-stall garage & so
much more! Come and view.

PARK CITY CREDIT UNION –
MERRILL

2022 FOREST RIVER CAMPER
CRUISE LITE 24RLXL

COLOR: GRAY
ID# 4X4TSMZ29N7428161

MINIMUM BID $10,000
OR BEST OFFER

Please contact Trish @
715-536-8351 Ext. 4233

Or Ashley @ 715-536-8351
Ext. 4821

Interior & exterior. Painting, stain-
ing, wall repair, power washing.
Dry wall, carpentry, tiling, plumbing
& electrical. 33 yrs experience. In-
sured. Call Dave 715-966-6211

MEUNIER'S CARPET & Uphol-
stery Cleaning. Professional
cleaning at affordable rates. Resi-
dential & commercial. Tomahawk,
262-208-6384.
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THS students take part in 
Nicolet College Competition Day
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

RHINELANDER – Toma-
hawk High School (THS) 
students earlier this month 
took part in Nicolet Col-
lege’s High School Compe-
tition Day.

As part of  the competi-
tion, high schoolers from 
around the Northwoods go 
head-to-head in a variety 
of  subjects, demonstrating 
their skills while network-
ing and meeting peers and 
professionals in the content 
area they participated in.

THS students who placed 
are as follows:

Automotive Competition: 
Fletcher Baumann, Electri-
cal Top Score.

Cosmetology, Beauty Be-
hind the Madness: Makayla 
Schiltz, 1st; Lauren Hans-
mann, 2nd.

Electro/Industrial Me-
chanical Technology, Robot 
Pick and Place Competi-
tion: Nathan Fisher and Jax 
Loka, 2nd.

Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices, Public Safety Chal-
lenge: Montgomery Oelke, 
Connor VanderWyst, Anita 
Ziert, Lydia Ziert, 3rd.

Health Occupations: 
Mind and Body Challenge: 

Kinsley Lange, Ella Peissig, 
Kylie Peissig, Alicia Voer-
mans, 3rd.

Information Technology, 
Build a Website: Apollo Da-
vis, Johnathan Feltes, Elias 
Repinski, Damian Ramier-
ez-Gonzales, 1st.

University Transfer Lib-
eral Arts, Flash Fiction: 
Kael Oates, 1st.

University Transfer 
Liberal Arts, Physics and 
Engineering STEM Bridge 
Design Challenge: Kashton 
Brigham and Hailey Mar-
heine, 1st.

University Transfer Lib-
eral Arts, Social Problem 

Shark Tank (Sociology): 
Jonah Dickens, Brayden 
Lamer, Colton Sesler, 1st.

University Transfer Lib-
eral Arts, Still Life Drawing 
Competition: Leni-Mareike 
Lange, Value Characteris-
tic Top Score.

Welding Technician, 
Welding Competition Fi-
nals (78 total participants): 
Nathan Kurth, 1st, indi-
vidual; Trevor Schumann, 
17th, individual; Nathan 
Kurth, Trevor Schumann, 
Team Weld, 2nd; Nathan 
Kurth, Trevor Schumann, 
2nd, Interview/Job Raµe.

Photos courtesy of Brian Schiltz

STAND 
OUT

from the crowd!
Advertise your 

business to 
thousands of 

potential 
customers each 

week in the
715-453-2151

Tiffany’s office accepting submissions 
for Congressional Art Competition

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – U.S. Rep-
resentative Tom Ti�any 
(R-Wisconsin) last week 
announced that his district 
o§ce is accepting submis-
sions for the 2025 Congres-
sional Art Competition.

All students in Wiscon-
sin’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict in grades 7 through 12 
are invited to participate.

A release from Ti�any’s 
o§ce said entries must 
demonstrate a Wisconsin 
theme. 

The winning student 
from the 7th District will 

have their piece hung in the 
United States Capitol Build-
ing for one year and will be 

able to attend a congressio-
nal reception in Washing-
ton, D.C. Other winners of  
the competition will have 
their artwork displayed in 
Ti�any’s Wausau and D.C. 
o§ces. 

Submissions must be 
mailed or hand-delivered 
to Ti�any’s Wausau o§ce, 
2620 Stewart Ave., Suite 312, 
Wausau, Wis., 54401, by Fri-
day, April 18 at 5 p.m. 

Each entry must be origi-
nal in concept, design and 
execution and may not vio-
late U.S. copyright laws. 

“The Congressional Art 

Competition is a great op-
portunity for young artists 
in northern and western 
Wisconsin to have their 
own work displayed in 
the U.S. Capitol,” Ti�any 
stated. “I am looking for-
ward to seeing how each 
student presents Wisconsin 
through their submission.”

For more information 
on competition guidelines, 
visit www.ti�any.house.
gov/congressionalartcom-
petition or contact Maggie 
Cronin at 715-298-9344 or 
maggie.cronin@mail.house.
gov.

Tiffany
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FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The ap-
plication period for the 2025 
elk hunt is now open.

The application period 
opened on Saturday, March 
1 and will continue through 
Saturday, May 31.

In a release, the Wiscon-
sin Department of  Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) said 
this year, there will be in-
creased opportunity within 
the Black River Elk Range, 
as both antlered and antler-
less harvest authorizations 
will be available through 
the state licensing process.

Applicants are required 
to select a zone when ap-
plying (the Black River Elk 
Range or Clam Lake Elk 
Range). This year’s elk quo-
ta for the Black River Elk 
Range will be four antlered 
elk and five antlerless elk. 
The Clam Lake Elk Range 
quota will be eight antlered 
elk, with 50% available to 

Ojibwe hunters.
For individuals who se-

lect Black River Elk Range 
during the application pro-
cess, the first four random-
ly drawn applicants will 
receive an antlered harvest 
authorization. The next 
five applicants drawn will 
have the option to accept 

an antlerless authorization. 
If  the applicant declines an 
antlerless authorization, 
another applicant will be 
drawn as a replacement 
until the five antlerless har-
vest authorizations are ac-
cepted. Any applicant who 
declines an antlerless au-
thorization may still apply 

in the future.
“As a reminder, only 

Wisconsin residents can be 
issued an elk license, and 
only one authorization can 
be issued (regardless of  
sex) per person in their life-
time,” DNR stated. 

Winners will be notified 
by early June.

Wisconsin residents can 
purchase an elk license ap-
plication online through 
the Go Wild license portal 
or in person at a license 
sales agent. The application 
fee is $10.00 and is limited 
to one per person. The DNR 
recommends that all ap-
plicants check and update 
their contact information 
to ensure contact with suc-
cessful applicants.

For each application fee, 
$7.00 goes directly to elk 
management, monitoring 
and research. These funds 
also enhance elk habitat, 
which benefits elk and 
many other wildlife. If  se-
lected in the drawing, an 
elk hunting license costs 
$49.00.

Before obtaining an elk 

hunting license, all winners 
must participate in a Wis-
consin elk hunter educa-
tion course. The class cov-
ers Wisconsin elk history, 
hunting regulations, biol-
ogy, behavior and scouting/
hunting techniques.

The 2024 inaugural elk 
hunt in the Black River Elk 
Range was a success, with 
hunters harvesting four of  
the four-bull quota early in 
the season. Bull-only quo-
tas and hunting have been 
provided every fall since 
2018 in the Clam Lake Elk 
Range.

For more information 
on the elk hunt, visit the 
DNR’s elk hunting webpage 
at www.dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/hunt/elkhunting. 

Leader Sports & Nature

Middle school wrestling awards ceremony
The Tomahawk Middle School wrestling team held the their pizza party and awards presentation on Tuesday, March 4. The 
following TMS wrestlers were award winners for the 2025 season: Layton Taves, MVP, 6th Grade; RJ Guzman, MVP, 7th Grade; 
Charlee Lund, MVP, 8th Grade; Spencer Baumann, Most Takedowns, 6th Grade (11); Hallie Pierce, Most Takedowns, 7th Grade, 
(21); DJ Dermer, Most Takedowns, 8th Grade (19); Hallie Pierce, Most Pins Overall (10); Victoria Towle, Don Hendrick Award; Lexi 
Palmer, Most Improved Wrestler; Layton Taves, Perfect Attendance. Not pictured: Lexi Palmer. Photo courtesy of David Bellile

Fishing Report: 
Last stretch of 
winter action

BY GEORGE LANGLEY
NORTHERN WISCONSIN – With game fishing season 

o§cially wrapped up, the focus remains on panfish, and 
there’s still plenty of  great ice fishing left! 

Despite some warmer temperatures creeping in, the 
ice base is holding strong at 20 to 28-plus inches across 
the area. Conditions are still safe for now, but it’s always 
important to check shoreline ice and areas with current. 
As we move deeper into March, an auger extension is 
still useful, but we’re starting to see some changes with 
the warming trend.

Crappies continue to be found along the weed edges 
in six to nine feet of  water. The bite has been best dur-
ing late afternoon and evening, with small vertical jigs 
tipped with waxies or crappie minnows producing solid 
numbers. If  you can find a good school, you can have a 
very productive outing.

Bluegill action remains steady, with fish suspending a 
bit deeper. A 32nd oz. jig tipped with waxies or red spikes 
is the go-to presentation. Lighter lines and subtle move-
ments are key to triggering bites, as fish can get a bit 
finicky this time of  year.

The perch bite is improving as they continue to hang 
out deeper, favoring the deep mud flats. If  you’re looking 
for larger perch, using crappie minnows, or rosy reds 
will help weed out the smaller ones. The bite is a little in-
consistent, but when they turn on, they’re hitting hard.

The weather forecast suggests we’ve got some pretty 
warm days and nights coming, with some chances of  
rain and snow in the mix, too. While morning ice re-
mains firm, expect slush in the afternoons, particularly 
in areas that see a lot of  sun exposure. Things are pretty 
sloppy out there now, with all the snow we got last week. 

Ice fishing is still going strong, but with spring ap-
proaching, it’s important to be mindful of  changing con-
ditions. The next couple of  weeks should provide some 
great late-season panfish action if  we can get past the 
sloppy days. Now’s the time to enjoy the last stretch of  
winter fishing before we start dreaming of  open water.

Good luck and good fishin’!

DNR accepting artwork for 2026 stamp contests
COURTESY OF THE 
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Department of  
Natural Resources (DNR) 
is now accepting artwork 
entries for the Wild Turkey, 
Pheasant and Waterfowl 
Stamp Design Contests. 

The winning designs will 
appear on the 2026 collec-
tion of  stamps.

Each year, local artists 
from around Wisconsin 
compete for an opportunity 
to showcase their talents, 
commemorate their work 
and promote wildlife con-
servation across the state.

The winners of  the 2025 
contests were Robert Leum 
of  Holmen, Wild Turkey 
and Pheasant; and Jon 
Rickaby of  Suamico, Water-
fowl.

Hunters are required to 
purchase a species-specific 

stamp to legally harvest 
any of  these game birds 
in Wisconsin. The sales of  
these three stamps gener-
ate hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars annually for spe-
cies management through-
out the state, including 

habitat management, res-
toration, education and re-
search projects.

Stamp design entries 
must be received or post-
marked by Friday, Aug. 1. 
Judging will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 23 at the 

Waterfowl Hunters Expo in 
Oshkosh.

All stamp contest ap-
plicants should review 
the contest rules carefully 
to ensure the eligibility 
of  their entries. Artwork 
must meet technical re-
quirements to be properly 
processed and prepared for 
judging and display.

Rules, entry information 
and reproduction rights 
agreements are available on 
the DNR’s Wildlife Stamp 
Funding and Stamp Design 
Contest webpage at www.
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
WildlifeHabitat/stamps. 

Stamp contest applicants 
are strongly encouraged to 
obtain insurance for their 
artwork if  shipped and to 
confirm the delivery of  
their submission directly 
with the stamp contest co-
ordinator. 

The DNR is now accepting artwork entries for the 2026 Wild 
Turkey, Pheasant and Waterfowl Stamp Design Contests. Jon 
Rickaby created the winning 2025 waterfowl stamp. 

Photo courtesy of Jon Rickaby/Wisconsin DNR

Applications for 2025 elk hunt now open

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 224
The Tomahawk Leader will feature one local 
sports trivia question per week, provided by the 
late Bob Skubal, coach, historian, and author of 
“History of Tomahawk Sports.” Email leadernews@
mmclocal.com if you know the answer! 
The first person to tell us the correct answer each 
week will have their name published in the paper 
if they wish, along with their correct answer to the 
question. 
Week 223 question: Who was the 1983 
Lumberjack Conference Player of the Year: Tina 
Bellile, Leslie DeBels or Stephanie Teal?
Week 223 answer: The 1983 Lumberjack 
Conference Player of the Year was Stephanie Teal.
Congrats to Patricia Feind for being the first to 
correctly answer last week’s question!
Week 224 question: The 1983 THS 
boys’ cross country team did not 
qualify a team or individual for the 
State meet. This was the first time in 
how many years: Nine, 10 or 11?



CLUES ACROSS
1. Unsheared sheep
5. Rock TV channel
8. Streetcar
12. Concerning
14. Expression of recognition
15. Greek goddess of youth
16. An iPad is one
18. Adult beverage
19. Manning and Wallach
are two
20. Makes a petty verbal
attack
21. Tyrion Lannister’s
nickname
22. Pointed ends of pens
23. Wristwatches
26. Body part
30. Made a mistake
31. Adjusted
32. Turkish honori�c title
33. Yell
34. Historic Alabama city
39. Cub
42. Type of sea bass dish
44. To call (archaic)
46. Unfortunate
47. Separate oneself from
others
49. Hero sandwiches
50. Former OSS
51. Open spaces in a forest
56. Innermost brain
membranes
57. Fortune
58. Hunting expedition
59. Doomed queen Boleyn
60. Peyton’s little brother
61. Type of wrap
62. Scottish tax
63. Soviet Socialist Republic

64. An increase in price or
value

CLUES DOWN
1. Works of body art
2. Abba __, Israeli politician
3. A desert in Asia
4. Eat greedily
5. Doomed French queen
6. Beat
7. One who survives on blood
8. As a consequence
9. Counted on
10. Acquired Brain Injury
Behavior Science
11. Unclean
13. One who does not drink
17. Wild ox of the Malay
Archipelago
24. __ student, learns healing
25. Bacterial skin infection
26. Expresses surprise
27. What one says on a
wedding day

28. Crony
29. Where you entered the
world (abbr.)
35. Unit of length
36. Side that is sheltered
from the wind
37. More (Spanish)
38. Autonomic nervous system
40. Violent troublemakers,
originally in Paris
41. Statements that
something is untrue
42. Greek alphabet letter
43. Suspends from above
44. Popular types of cigars
45. Girls
47. U.S. philosopher and
logician
48. Nocturnal hoofed animal
49. Relaxing spaces
52. From a distance
53. Form of Persian
54. Amounts of time
55. Trigonometric function
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BY LINDA WILLIAMS
DNR FOREST HEALTH 
SPECIALIST, WOODRUFF

WISCONSIN – The 
spring and summer of  2024 
brought another round 
of  severe defoliation from 
spruce budworm. One sil-
ver lining in the cloud: 
Symptoms weren’t as prev-
alent as in 2023.

Another severe year of  
defoliation causes addi-
tional stress on trees. Even 
though there was a lot of  
rainfall last spring, it’s still 
stressful for the trees to 
face repeated years of  defo-
liation by spruce budworm 
before they begin to decline 
and die.

Spruce budworm is a na-
tive insect with periodic 
outbreaks that defoliate 
spruce and balsam fir. In 
the spring of  2024, cater-
pillars were feeding ear-
lier than normal. Then, 

they pupated, and moths 
emerged to mate and lay 
eggs. The caterpillars then 
created webbing, and defo-
liation became noticeable 
as clipped needles stuck in 
the webbing turned rusty 
red.

Outbreaks occur every 30 
to 50 years and last an aver-
age of  10 years. Our previ-
ous outbreak ran from 1970 
to 1980, and our current out-
break began approximately 
in 2012. Unfortunately, it 
appears populations are 
still going strong, and it’s 
uncertain when they will 
collapse again. Whether 
climate change plays a role 
in outbreak duration is also 
undetermined.

Mature balsam fir and 
spruce are preferred hosts, 
although younger trees can 
be defoliated as well. Re-
peated defoliation causes 
top-kill and can eventually 
cause whole-tree mortality. 

Balsam fir stands (or stands 
with a heavy component of  
balsam fir) are often more 
severely impacted.

After about three years 
of  significant defoliation or 
additional years of  lighter 
defoliation, dieback may 
be seen in the tops of  trees. 
If  trees are missing more 
than 75% of  their needles, 

or if  the stand has been 
heavily defoliated for over 
three years (including the 
current year), salvage har-
vests should be considered 
to capture value from af-
fected trees and remove 
dead trees.

Homeowners with just 
a few spruce or fir trees to 
protect can treat them with 
insecticide. The biological 
insecticide Btk and general 
insecticides can be sprayed 
on the new needles early 
in the spring to control the 
caterpillars.

Defoliation is often most 

severe in the upper portions 
of  the tree, so homeowners 
should plan accordingly to 
make sure the entire tree is 
treated. Tree care compa-
nies may have equipment 
that can reach the tops of  

trees. Treatments need 
to take place early in the 
spring when the caterpillars 
are still small. In Wisconsin, 
that means treatments gen-
erally need to take place in 
early to mid-May.

Defoliation can make trees look brown and eventually grey as 
the dead foliage washes off the tree.

Webbing created by the spruce budworm caterpillar holds 
needles and frass and protects the caterpillar. A pupa hangs 
from the branch. Photos by Linda Williams, Wisconsin DNR

New invasive pest discovered in Wisconsin
BY ART KABELOWSKY
DNR OUTREACH AND 
COMMUNICATIONS, FITCHBURG

Last year, a new invasive insect – the elm 
zigzag sawfly (Aproceros leucopenia) – was 
detected in Wisconsin for the first time.

In the months following the initial Wis-
consin discovery, in Portage County on 
July 4, the pest was subsequently detected 
in at least 20 additional Wisconsin counties.

Samples sent to the United States De-
partment of  Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service confirmed the 
Portage County detection to be elm zig-
zag sawfly. The Wisconsin Department of  
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion reports that there are no current or 
planned federal or state quarantines for 
elm zigzag sawfly.

The pest feeds only on elm trees (Ulmus 
spp.). In many cases, the feeding causes 
only minor cosmetic damage. However, the 
insect does have the potential to cause sig-
nificant defoliation in some localized cases. 
Repeated severe damage can weaken trees 
and lead to branch dieback, potentially im-
pacting the long-term health and value of  
landscape and forest trees.

A distinctive trait of  elm zigzag sawfly 
(EZS) is the meandering zigzag pattern 
chewed by young larvae in elm leaves. Old-
er larvae consume a greater amount of  leaf  
material, creating large notches in leaves.

Elm zigzag sawfly, native to parts of  East 
Asia, was first detected in Europe in 2003 
and in North America in 2020 (in Quebec, 
Canada). It was first found in the United 
States in Virginia in 2021 and has been mov-
ing westward, with detections confirmed in 
at least 10 states.

The EZS population consists entirely of  
females. They reproduce through partheno-
genesis, laying viable eggs without mating.

The insect can create multiple genera-
tions in a single year, and each generation 
can contribute to the defoliation of  a single 
tree. One to four generations in a single 
year have been reported in eastern states. 
Each generation can contribute to the defo-
liation of  a single tree.

Adults are capable of  long-distance dis-
persal and have been observed moving up 
to 56 miles per year. Cocoons are sticky and 
can attach to man-made items such as vehi-
cles and outdoor furniture, creating a nui-
sance and further facilitating long-distance 
movement.

Elm trees produce an abundance of  
leaves and can generally tolerate some in-
sect feeding without any concern. In many 
cases, doing nothing to control an elm zig-
zag sawfly infestation may be an appropri-
ate course of  action. Management may be 
warranted to help preserve the health of  
high-value trees.

Larvae can be blasted o� leaves with 
a stream from a garden hose, or can be 
squashed, hand-picked or scraped into a 
container of  soapy water. However, these 
labor-intensive options are most appropri-
ate for small landscape trees.

Organic and reduced-impact spray op-
tions can include insecticidal soap, hor-
ticultural oils, pyrethrins, Spinosad and 
azadirachtin—the same options commonly 
used to control other sawfly pests. Multiple 
applications will likely be needed to maxi-
mize e�ectiveness, and these options could 
be most appropriate for smaller trees that 
can be sprayed more easily.

In many infestation situations, it may be 
best to consult a certified arborist to assess 
tree health and discuss management options. 

Visit the University of  Wisconsin-Mad-
ison Extension website (www.tinyurl.
com/59tdc3wy) for more information about 
the species, including management options.

An adult elm zigzag saw�y discovered in 
Oshkosh on July 26, 2024. Photo by Bill 
McNee, Wisconsin DNR

Chinese elm trees in the cCty of Waupaca 
show moderate to heavy defoliation from elm 
zigzag saw�y infestation. The invasive pest 
was discovered last summer, its �rst detection 
in Wisconsin. 
Photo by Jordan Westrick, Wisconsin DNR
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BY ART KABELOWSKY
DNR OUTREACH AND 
COMMUNICATIONS, 
FITCHBURG

WISCONSIN – For a little 
while longer, it remains an 
ideal time to perform trim-
ming, cutting and brush re-
moval work on and near oak 
trees.

The risk of deadly tree dis-
eases such as oak wilt, a fun-
gal disease spread by beetles 
attracted to fresh wounds, in-
creases in the spring. That’s 
why the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) urges landowners and 
crews to avoid working on or 
near oak trees from April 1 
through July 15.

Oak wilt is Wisconsin’s 
most destructive oak disease, 
killing thousands of healthy 
trees annually. It’s common 
in the lower two-thirds of the 
state and has been spread-
ing further north each year. 
When a red oak is infected 
with oak wilt, it will die that 
year. The disease also stress-
es trees in the white oak 
group, often fatal with bur 
oaks and swamp white oaks. 

Another plus about win-
ter work: With leaves o� the 
trees, it’s much easier to find 
areas that might need prun-
ing or other work.

And, perhaps most of all, 
it won’t prompt Linda Wil-
liams to stop her car!

Williams is the DNR’s For-
est Health Specialist for the 
Northeast region. During the 
high-risk period for oak wilt 
infection, she is always on 
the lookout for ways to save 
an oak tree – sometimes an 
entire stand.

And you can be sure she’ll 

pull her car over to make the 
save.

Once, Williams got a re-
port that a work crew was 
pruning oak trees along a 
roadway in June, the heart 
of the danger period. She 
visited the site and told the 
crew how pruning oaks at 

that time could lead to oak 
wilt infection, which would 
leave them with a lot of ex-
pensive and time-consuming 
work cutting down the dead 
tree(s).

The pervasive and deadly 
disease has been found in 66 
of Wisconsin’s 72 counties 

after first being documented 
in the state in 1944. Only six 
northern and eastern coun-
ties have not yet had an o§-
cial detection.

Nitidulid beetles feed on 
sap from recently damaged 
oak – they seek out broken 
branches, pruning cuts and 

even damaged bark. Once a 
single tree is infected, the dis-
ease can spread to kill adja-
cent oak trees through their 
interconnected root systems.

“After speaking to the 
crew, they sent one crew 
member back to the garage 
to get some (tree pruning 
sealer) paint,” said Williams. 
“(They) painted the wounds 
that they had made that 
morning, and all other prun-
ing wounds that they created 
throughout the day. A posi-
tive outcome – none of the 
trees got oak wilt.”

This year, in early July, 
she pulled over in the mid-
dle of a trip to speak with a 
county crew that was start-
ing work to remove trees in 
a right-of-way. Some were 
dead, and some were alive. 
The trees weren’t oaks, but 
oaks were nearby.

“If they had dropped those 
trees, it definitely would have 
broken branches in nearby 
oak trees, which would have 

put them at risk for getting 
oak wilt,” Williams said. “Af-
ter talking to the crew, they 
contacted the commissioner 
to discuss options. They de-
cided to delay that work until 
after July 15. They left and 
went to (work in) an area of  
the county with little to no 
oaks.”

It was a good example of  
Williams’ goal to remind 
crews all over the state that 
if  they are cutting down 
trees that aren’t oaks – ash 
trees killed by emerald ash 
borer, for instance – those 
trees may damage oaks as 
they fall.

“Doing that work like this 
after July 15 will minimize 
the risk to oaks in the area,” 
she said. “You can protect the 
oak and still get your work 
done by doing the work now 
(or) before April 1.”

Also, she reminds work 
crews that performing mow-
ing and cutting work on 
rights-of-way with boom 
mowers (also known as flail, 
rotary bar, batwing or chop 
mowers) during the high-
risk period can lead to inad-
vertent but deadly damage to 
the bark of nearby oak trees.

Williams also said that 
just in case crews prune or 
accidentally wound oak trees 
during the high-risk period, 
they should carry fungicidal 
tree wound paint and im-
mediately cover all exposed 
wounds.

Learn more about oak wilt 
in Wisconsin and what you 
can do about it on the DNR’s 
webpage at www.dnr.wiscon-
sin.gov/topic/foresthealth/
oakwilt.

Sap-feeding beetles in the 
Nitidulidae family are the 
primary insect vectors in the 
spread of oak wilt. They feed 
on infected trees and then 
carry the fungus to fresh open 
wounds on healthy oaks.

Photo by Wisconsin DNR



• The Spring Bucket Sale is in-store only

• Sale requires purchase of L&M Supply
bucket for $3.99 • Regularly $5.99

• Products up to twice the height of the
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• Items must be in their original packaging
and cannot be disassembled

• Multiple items must fit inside the bucket
& discount applies to in-stock items only

• Bucket is free w/purchase of $50 or more
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