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‘WE OWN IT. IT’S OUR PLACE.’ 

Worsened care feared as counties 
privatize their nursing homes

Kevin Kind received the Fire� ghter of the Year award.

Taylor Randall was recognized for his 15 years of service.

Ron Morren was recognized for his 30 years of service.

TFD banquet
The Tomahawk Fire Department (TFD) held its annual 
Fire� ghters Banquet at Pine Tree Supper Club on Saturday, 
Feb. 1, where members were honored for their dedication and 
service, as well as their excellence in the department. “Thank 
you to all our � re� ghters for your dedication, and to our families 
and community for your continued support,” TFD said. “Here’s 
to another year of serving and protecting the Tomahawk 
community.” Pictured is Mike Loka, who was recognized for his 
50 years of service with TFD. Photos courtesy of TFD

BY ADDIE COSTELLO
WPR AND WISCONSIN 
WATCH

This story was produced 
by Wisconsin Watch and 
WPR. It was made possible 
by donors like you.

Arlene Meyer is a busy 
woman. 

The 86-year-old starts 
each morning by watching 
the news in her room at 
Pine Crest Nursing Home 
in Merrill, Wisc. Then it’s 
o�  to the dining hall for 
breakfast so she can “BS 
with everybody out there.” 
She never skips her daily 
walk and devours books de-
livered by the public library 
each week — anything ex-
cept romance or science 
fi ction. 

The event calendar in 
Meyer’s room lists a smor-
gasbord of  other options: 
manicures and mimosas, 
chair Zumba, trivia, Pack-
ers watch parties and beer 
pong. Meyer spent a recent 
Friday at an exercise class 
in an area of  Pine Crest that 
later hosted a happy hour 
with live music. 

“The concept of  old peo-
ple, it’s out,” Meyer said, 
adding that “the days go by 
so fast” — an observation 
that surprises outsiders 
with duller expectations for 
nursing home life.

Meyer moved to Pine 
Crest in 2023 to recover 

from pneumonia. She liked 
it so much she stayed per-
manently. The nursing 
home’s social media posts 
show her holding a lizard, 
relaxing during a spa treat-
ment and singing a Willie 
Nelson song at karaoke — 
photos that brought joy to 
those who know her.

“Sassy Arlene! Love it!” 
one person commented on a 
photo. “Happy you haven’t 
changed Arlene,” wrote an-
other. 

Lincoln County owns 
Pine Crest, one of  36 coun-

ty-owned nursing homes in 
Wisconsin. They tend to be 
better sta� ed, have higher 
quality of  care and draw 
fewer complaints than fa-
cilities owned by for-profi ts 
and nonprofi ts, a WPR/
Wisconsin Watch analysis 
of  U.S. Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services 
data shows. 

Wisconsin has more coun-
ty-owned nursing homes 
than any state but Indiana. 
But perhaps not for long. 

Over more than three de-
cades, residents in 22 Wis-

consin counties lost public 
nursing homes to sales or 
closures. This year alone at 
least fi ve counties — includ-
ing Lincoln — considered 
selling, started the sales 
process or sold.

County leaders say they 
have only two options while 
facing fi nancial pressures 
and sta�  ng shortages: sell 
or close the homes. Local or-
ganizers disagree, arguing 
counties should continue 

Nursing Homes
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

Ten local groups supported by 
latest round of TCTS grants

Pictured are representatives from TCTS and local groups supported by the latest round of TCTS grant funding. 
Photo courtesy of Bonnie Trapp

BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

TOMAHAWK – Ten local 
groups benefi tted from the 
latest round of  grant fund-
ing from the Tomahawk 
Community Thrift Shop 
(TCTS).

Founded in 2019 and lo-
cated at 328 N. 4th St. in 
Tomahawk, TCTS is a 100% 
volunteer-run, nonprofi t 
organization that returns 
75% of  its net profi ts back to 
other local nonprofi ts twice 
a year in the form of  grants.

Earlier this month, a to-

tal of  $47,820.90 was distrib-
uted to area groups. 

TCTS has donated 
$188,176.90 since its inception.

“We would like to thank 
all of the volunteers, the gen-
erous donors and the shop-
pers,” Bonnie Trapp of TCTS 
said. “Without you, none of  
this would be possible.”

Latest grant recipients
A $3,000.00 grant was 

awarded to American Le-
gion girls’ softball. With the 
team in its fi rst year, the 
funds will be used for pro-
motion, as well as for equip-
ment, uniforms, umpires 

and lodging.
The Tomahawk Area His-

torical Society will allocate 
a $7,000.00 contribution to-
wards the replacement of  
the roof  on the garage be-
hind the Old Kindergarten 
Museum on E. Washington 
Ave. The roof  project marks 
step one of  three in a full 
renovation process.

Music on the River, 
Tomahawk’s free, weekly 
summer concert series, re-
ceived a $3,000.00 award, 
which will help support 
one additional band for an 
extra week of  music later 
this year.

A $4,962.50 grant to the 
Tomahawk Public Library 
will be used to add books 
to the early reader collec-
tion, bring in 20 read-along 
books for youth, purchase 
fi ction books for adults and 
fund face painters for the 
“Color Our World” activity 
day for kids.

Tomahawk Middle 
School’s $1,500.00 funding 
award will be put towards 
the Where Everyone Be-
longs (WEB) program, 
an orientation that helps 
welcome sixth graders to 

Arlene Meyer, 86, of Gleason, right, smiles as Paula Streich, a certi� ed nursing assistant, left, 
opens a chocolate bar she brought for Meyer on Nov. 15, 2024, at Pine Crest Nursing Home 
in Merrill, Wis. Meyer said Streich often brings her gifts from outside the nursing home like 
chocolate bars. Photos by Joe Timmerman/Wisconsin Watch

Grants
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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K-9 Pipo stuffed animals 
available for purchase

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – K-9 Pipo 
stu�ed animals are once 
again available for purchase. 

Each stu�ed animal is 
$20.00, with all funds going 
towards the Tomahawk 
Police Department (TPD)’s 
K-9 fund.

“With your donations, 

this will help cover the 
costs of  trainings, board-
ing, K-9 equipment and 
much more,” TPD said. 
“We are so lucky and grate-
ful to be a part of  such an 
amazing community.”

The stu�ed animals can 
be found at TPD, as well 
as Tomahawk Feed Mill, 
American Legion Post 93, 

Tomahawk Pharmacy, 
Crossbridge Community 
Bank, IncredibleBank, Park 
City Credit Union and Tom-
ahawk Animal Clinic.

Those who live outside 
the area and would like to 
purchase a K-9 Pipo stu�ed 
animal can contact TPD at 
715-453-2121.

Photos courtesy of TPD

middle school. As part of  
the program, new middle 
schoolers are mentored by 
an eighth grader for a full 
day in an e�ort to promote 
a safe environment and pre-
vent bullying.

A $500.00 grant allocated 
to the Samoset Council will 
support the Boy Scouts’ 
District Pinewood Derby at 
the Annual Scouting Sum-
mit, slated to be held at 
Tomahawk Middle School 
on Saturday, March 1. All 
Northwoods area scouting 
units will attend the Toma-
hawk summit.

The Tomahawk Emer-
gency Food Pantry will con-
tinue to support commu-
nity members in need with 
food and vouchers after re-
ceiving a $7,358.40 contribu-

tion from TCTS.
With its $5,000.00 grant, 

American Legion Post 93 
will clean and renovate the 
basement of  its downtown 
building, which is current-
ly used by local Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts, and soon, 
Girl Scouts. The project will 
include patching concrete, 
finishing and painting the 
walls and ceiling and shot 
blasting and applying ep-
oxy to the floor. 

The Legion also received 
a second $5,000.000 contri-
bution for maintenance and 
upkeep of  the cabin on Boy 
Scout Island. The Legion 
and local Scouts will team 
up to replace the roof  and 
steps, repair screens and 
tackle other projects at the 
cabin.

Our Sisters’ House Emer-
gency Shelter’s $8,000.00 
grant will go towards utili-

ties, maintenance and food.
A $2,500.00 grant awarded 

to the Tomahawk Commu-
nity Theatre will help the 
group o�set expenses for 
the next adult performance, 
including scripts, royalties, 
sound, lights and more.

About TCTS grants
TCTS has two grant peri-

ods per year: one from May 
1 through June 30; and an-
other from Nov. 1 through 
Dec. 31.

Grant applications can 
be picked up at TCTS dur-
ing the time frames listed 
and turned in to the shop 
or emailed to tctsgrant@
gmail.com.

Volunteer applications 
can be picked up year-
round. 

For more information 
about TCTS, visit www.tom-
ahawkthrift.org.

GRANTS
FROM PAGE 1

LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
As reported by the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office Monday, Feb. 3:
On 1/27/2025 a deputy on patrol 
stopped a vehicle on CTH W near 
Deer Run Ave. in the Township 
of Pine River for equipment 
violations and driving behavior. 
After stopping the vehicle, the 
deputy made contact with the 
driver, a Merrill woman, 19, and 
observed signs of impairment. 
The deputy requested the driver 
perform some sobriety tests, 
which she did. As a result of those 
tests, the woman was placed 
under arrest for a first offense 
OWI. The woman was later 
released to a responsible party. 
On 1/30/2025 deputies were 
sent to an address in the N4700 
block of STH 17 in the Township 
of Schley for a reported domestic 
dispute in progress. It was 
reported to be physical in nature. 
Upon arrival, the R/P stated that 
the suspect, a Merrill woman, 26, 
had struck him and he thought 
she was possibly under the 
influence of drugs. The suspect’s 
boyfriend was also present during 
the disturbance, but left prior to 
the arrival of law enforcement. 
Following the investigation, 
the female was arrested and 
transported to the Lincoln County 
Jail, where she was booked in 

for domestic battery, disorderly 
conduct and several counts of 
bail jumping. Additional charges 
may be considered as there was a 
second victim that was identified. 
On 02/1/2025 deputies were 
called to the area of Rock Island 
Resort on STH 107 in the Town of 
Merrill for a reported adult male 
walking around with no clothing 
on. It was also reported that he 
was highly intoxicated. When the 
first deputy arrived on scene, they 
located the adult male, who was 
completely without apparel and 
highly intoxicated. The deputy 
made contact with the suspect, 
a Wausau man, 46. The deputy 
attempted to detain the man, 
but he resisted the deputy’s 
efforts. The deputy then brought 
the man to the ground, where 
he was placed under arrest. The 
man was taken to Aspirus Merrill 
Hospital for medical clearance 
prior to being brought to the 
Lincoln County Jail. At the jail, the 
man was booked in for disorderly 
conduct, resisting arrest and lewd 
and lascivious behavior. He later 
posted bond and was released 
from the jail. The man remained 
uncooperative throughout the 
contact. 
On 02/2/2025 deputies were 
dispatched to the area of STH 17 

and Stefanez Rd. in the Township 
of Harrison for a motor vehicle 
crash with injuries. Upon arrival, 
deputies learned that the driver 
of the vehicle, a Weston man, 80, 
had been traveling S/B on STH 17 
and while doing so, he was eating 
a breakfast sandwich when a 
deer ran out in front of him. While 
attempting to avoid the deer, 
the man dropped his breakfast 
sandwich to the floor board of his 
truck. The man then pulled over to 
the side of the road to retrieve his 
sandwich, at which point he fell 
on slippery roads and injured his 
leg. The man also failed to put his 
car in park, so after he fell to the 
ground, his truck rolled into the 
ditch. The man was transported 
by a Rhinelander area ambulance 
and taken to Aspirus Rhinelander 
Hospital for the injury to his leg. 
LISO was assisted by Oneida 
County sheriff’s deputies and 
Rhinelander EMS. 
Deputies conducted 37 traffic 
stops and 56 security checks.
Deputies responded to six car 
vs. deer crashes and one car vs. 
eagle.
Driving complaints: One.
The 911 Center took two hang-up 
calls and three nuisance calls.

Alzheimer’s Association program to explore 
preparing finances for dementia diagnosis

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

RHINELANDER – The 
Alzheimer’s Association 
will o�er a free education-
al workshop covering tips 
for managing finances, 
how to prepare for future 
care costs and the benefits 
of  early planning. 

The free Managing Mon-

ey workshop will be held 
at the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC) 
of  Oneida County, 100 W. 
Keenan St., Rhinelander, 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

“If  you or someone you 
know is facing Alzheim-
er’s disease, dementia 
or another chronic ill-

ness, it’s never too early 
to put financial plans in 
place,” a release from the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
said. “This workshop pro-
vides a general overview 
for people who are facing a 
diagnosis as well as those 
who wish to be informed.” 

Program
CONTINUES ON PAGE 4
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Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres-
ent coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount
or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1¢. A&W Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

MERRILL A&W
207 N Center Ave. Merrill, WI

715-722-0098
We have online ordering

and DoorDash!

FREE
Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres-
ent coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount
or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1¢. A&W Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

$1OFF 3 PC. COD
COMBO
(COMBO INCLUDES
REGULAR FRIES
& 20 OZ. DRINK)

THE REGULAR
PRICE OF A

Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres-
ent coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount
or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1¢. A&W Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

$1OFF SHRIMP
COMBO
(COMBO INCLUDES
REGULAR FRIES
& 20 OZ. DRINK)

THE REGULAR
PRICE OF A

Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres-
ent coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount
or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1¢. A&W Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

FREE

REG. FRY AND
REG. DRINK
WITH PURCHASE OF
ANY DOUBLE BURGER
AT REGULAR PRICE

REG. FRY AND
REG. DRINK
WITH PURCHASE OF
ANY DOUBLE BURGER
AT REGULAR PRICE

HO-CHUNK GAMING WITTENBERG HO-CHUNK GAMING WITTENBERG

• Air Conditioning
• Comfortable seats
• Scheduled pickups
• Three hours of play

23012

CALL FOR ROUTE INFO

$10

RIB MOUNTAIN BIO
PREMIUM WOOD PELLETS

715-506-0692
ATHENS, WI 54411

BLEND PELLETS
$260/TON

443777
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LCVSO to hold 

Tomahawk visits
The Lincoln County Veter-

ans Service O�ce (LVCSO) 
will hold visits in Toma-
hawk. Veterans Service Of-
ficer Matthew Pultz will be 
available at City Hall, 23 N. 
2nd St., on Thursday, Feb. 13; 
Thursday, Feb. 27; Thursday, 
March 6; Thursday, March 
20; Thursday, April 3; and 
Thursday, April 17, from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call 715-539-1083.

Referendum informational 
public meeting

The School District of  
Tomahawk will hold a pub-
lic meeting in the district 
auditorium on Thursday, 
Feb. 13 at 5:30 p.m., to pro-
vide information about 
its upcoming referendum, 
which will appear on Tues-
day, Feb. 18 ballots. To learn 
more about the proposed 
referendum, visit www.tom-
ahawkreferendum2025.org.

TCT antique 
appraisal event

Tomahawk Community 
Theater (TCT) is gearing up 
to present its first major fun-
draising event. A program 
featuring Mark Moran of An-
tique Appraisals will be held 
at the Tomahawk High School 
auditorium, 1048 E. King Rd., 
Tomahawk, on Saturday, Feb. 
15 at 11 a.m. Those interested 
are encouraged to register 
and provide a brief descrip-
tion of the item(s) they wish 
to have appraised by Moran. 
Participants can register up 
to two items at a cost of $15.00 
per item. To register items, 
contact Kathy Rechsteiner 
at 920-217-6643. TCT noted 
that although many kinds of  
items can be appraised, pro-
hibited items include weap-
ons, coins, paper money, fine 
jewelry and Beanie Babies. 
Antique vendors will be pres-
ent at the event. There will be 
a $5.00 entry fee at the door. 
For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/toma-
hawk.communitytheater/.

Fundraiser to benefit 
local man fighting 

blastomycosis
The public is invited to 

attend fundraiser to sup-
port Christopher Busterud, 
26, a 2017 graduate of  Tom-
ahawk High School and 
Merrill resident. Busterud 
is battling blastomycosis, 
a rare and serious fungal 
infection. The event will 
be held at Corner Pub, 8 
W. Wisconsin Ave., Toma-
hawk, on Saturday, Feb. 15 
at 1 p.m. Ra°es, a silent 
auction, food, karaoke, live 
music, games and more will 
be featured.

City of Tomahawk 
winter parking ban
The City of  Tomahawk’s 

winter parking ban is in 
e�ect through Saturday, 
March 15. Parking on city 
streets is prohibited be-
tween 2:30 a.m. and 5 a.m.

Open Arms Community 
Meal closed until April

Open Arms Community 
Meal, served each Tuesday 
at St. Mary’s Corpus Christi 
Center, 320 E. Washington 
Ave., Tomahawk, will be 
closed until Tuesday, April 1. 

Donations to cover 
student lunch debts 

being accepted
A Park City Credit Union 

account established to 
cover student lunch debts 
at the School District of  
Tomahawk is continuing to 
accept donations. To con-
tribute to the account, visit 
Park City Credit Union.

At Regional Leadership Conference, THS FBLA 
students compete in variety of business subjects

Nokomis ATV Club donates to local food pantries
The Nokomis ATV Club recently made a pair of contributions to local pantries. The club donated $500.00 each to the Tomahawk 
Emergency Food Pantry and the Nokomis Food Pantry. Photos courtesy of Grant Peterson

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

EDGAR – Six Toma-
hawk High School 
(THS) Future Business 
Leaders of  America 
(FBLA) students last 
week traveled to Edgar 
High School for the 2025 
FBLA Regional Leader-
ship Conference (RLC).

Tomahawk’s Freya 
Alberg, Galen Schmidt, 
Faith Derleth, Jennie 
Frederickson, Mathi-
an Vojcik and Lydia 
Shaney attended the 
Saturday, Feb. 1 confer-
ence in-person, while 
Alli Palmer and Abbie 
Rosenmeier took part 
virtually.

Instructor Connor 
Ahrens explained that 
attendees competed 
on business subjects 
against other high 
school students and 
were able to learn more 

business concepts through 
various workshops 
throughout the day.

Palmer and Rosenmeier 
competed in Sports and 
Entertainment Manage-
ment; Alberg, Frederick-
son and Shaney took part 
in Sales Presentation; Vo-
jcik competed in Comput-
er Problem Solving; and 
Schmidt and Derleth par-
ticipated in Social Media 
Strategies.

Vojick, who finished in 
second place, was Toma-
hawk’s lone qualifier for 
the State Leadership Con-
ference (SLC) in Green Bay 
this spring.

Ahrens noted that Al-
berg, Frederickson and 
Shaney took fifth place, 
just shy of  qualifying for 
the SLC.

Photo courtesy of Connor Ahrens



Jack Clauser, age 87, passed
away on Jan. 31, 2025 at Sea ‐
sons of Life Hos pice in
Woodruff, Wis. Jack was born
Oct. 15, 1937 in Mon mouth,
Ill., to Phillip and Alma
Clauser. He grad u ated from
Wat seka High School. Jack en ‐
listed in the Army in 1960 and
was sta tioned in Wash ing ton,
D.C., where he met and mar ‐
ried Carol Chris t ian. They
lived in Fred er ick, Md., until
mov ing to Ap ple ton, Wis., in
1968 with their three daugh ‐
ters. There he worked as a

Sales En gi neer spe cial iz ing in pumps for the paper in dus try.
Jack and Carol bought their prop erty near Tom a hawk in
1980, and re tired there in 2002.
Jack en joyed hunt ing, fish ing, and ex plor ing new places. He
could often be found draw ing out an idea he had and de ‐
signed their homes in Ap ple ton and on Lake Nokomis. He
was a life long Cub fan. He loved life on the lake and en joyed
a good mar tini.
He is sur vived by his wife of 63 years, Carol (Chris t ian)
Clauser; daugh ters, Anne Clauser Madi son, Wis.; Mary
Clauser, Min neapo lis, Minn., and Jen nifer (Cully) Ek strom,
Min neapo lis, Minn.; grand son, Dim itri Clauser, Minneapo ‐
lis, Minn.,; brother-in-law, John Chris t ian, Santa Rosa
Beach, Fla., and sis ter-in-law, Bar bara Clauser, Sib ley, Mo.
He is pre ceded in death by his par ents, Philip Clauser and
Alma (Friebele) Clauser Nal ley, and brother, Donn Clauser.
The world has lost a good man.
In lieu of flowers, do na tions to the Nokomis and Toma hawk
Food Pantries are en cour aged.
Memo r ial Ser vice will be held at 12 p.m. on Thurs day, Feb.
20, 2025 at Krueger-Nims gern Fu neral Home, Toma hawk,
with Chap lin Michele Rein offi ci at ing. Vis i ta tion will be
held from 10 a.m. until time of ser vice at noon.
On line con do lences for the fam ily may be di rected to www. 
nim sger nfun eral. com.

DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Trinity Lutheran Church
715-428-2851

4594 Hwy 8, Prentice
Pastor Scott Holobeck

Sat 10am Worship Service,
11am Bible Study

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk

Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat. 5 pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.com

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

Sara Park Activity Ctr, 900 W. Somo Ave
9:30am Sunday Service & live-streamed

on our Facebook page.
Interim Pastor - Pastor Barry Rudesill

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 11am, Sabbath School: 9am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference
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Associated Clergy of Tomahawk

“Pastor’s Corner”

444156

Clergy
ssociated

of Tomahawk

Pastor Lisa A. Weaver
Tomahawk and Spirit
United Methodist
Churches

We have a red fox that passes through our yard. On one
occasion, my husband watched it try to catch a grey
squirrel. Unfortunately for the fox, the squirrel was
able to scamper up a tree – out of the fox’s reach. It
looked up at the tree for a moment and then loped o�
to �nd something else for dinner.
Recently we saw the red fox limping along with a
back leg held o� the ground. We wondered how he got
injured and if his leg would heal. We knew having a
bum leg would hamper his ability to hunt for food.
Navigating through life can be a real challenge. Some
of us struggle more than others. Sometimes we struggle
because of the choices we have made. Sometimes we
struggle because we have not developed good life
skills.
Sometimes it is by no fault of our own. Circumstances
that we have little control over keep us forever behind
the eight ball. There is never enough money for
necessities, and it is a decision between food, medicine,
rent or gas money. I know because I have been there.
I have been on public assistance – as a child and as an
adult with a family. There have been times when we
had very little to eat. I have been homeless but did not
wind up sleeping on the streets because some friends
found out and we wound up living with them for three
months. I have failed in relationships and am divorced.
I have worked low paying jobs with little to no bene�ts.
I understand what it means to not have enough. I
also understand what it means to be looked down on
because of it. Sometimes we begin to look down on
ourselves. We feel worthless. A failure. We begin to
believe we don’t deserve anything better.
You are not your circumstances. You are a precious
gift of God to this world. An amazing person with
special abilities and talents. A person made in the
Image of God. As such, you have the ability to love.
To be a peacemaker. To experience and share joy.
You are capable of problem-solving and making good
decisions. You can receive and grant forgiveness.
Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your
Father knowing about it. And even the hairs of your
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:29-31
You are of great worth. You are loved. You are more
than you know.
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Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using the
Bible as my �nal authority.

A few weeks ago, we began looking at the question,
“How did we get the Bible?” We shall continue looking at this
with the question, “Where did the information about creation,
man’s fall into sin, Noah’s 
ood, the tower of Babel, and the
other stories in the book of Genesis, come from?”

From the time of Moses (about 1400 BC) up to our day,
it has generally been accepted that Moses wrote the �rst �ve
books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy). Moses wrote these books when he led the
Jews out of slavery in Egypt and on to Palestine, around 1400
BC. Why did Moses write those �ve books and then command
the Jews to keep them and study them (Deut. 33)?

In Exodus 19:3-6, after the Jews left Egypt, they came
to Mt. Sinai to receive God’s law. There, God tells them, if
they would obey Him and keep His covenant, they would be
to Him a holy nation and a nation of priests to the world. They
were to keep the knowledge of God alive in the earth. It is
interesting that in 1 Peter 2:9 we read the same explanation
given to Christians almost 1,500 years after Moses had written
it in Exodus.

God probably had Moses begin the writing of the Bible to
establish an authoritative, written voice, de�ning God and His
works so the Jews could be that nation of priests to the world.
And we, who are followers of Jesus Christ, continue that same
responsibility with the Bible as our authoritative, written voice
de�ning God and His works.

God explains His right as God over the earth in Genesis,
explaining who He is, His works, how we relate to Him, and
why He alone is God. The book of Genesis, the �rst book
of the Bible, explains all of this. Even the title, Genesis,
means to begin. In the creation account, God is established
as the only God, because without Him we would not exist.
Understanding this, we must ask, how did Moses know what
to write concerning creation, the worldwide 
ood in Noah’s
day, the confusion of the languages at the tower of Babel, and
the other things that happened thousands of years before he
lived?

It appears that when Moses wrote the book of Genesis,
he did the part of an editor, combining at least eleven other
books in writing Genesis. In Genesis, Moses wrote footnotes
to the books that he had brought together in writing Genesis;
books covering the general history of the world from creation
to the beginning of nations, and the beginning of the Jewish
people.

I am running out of space here, so we will have to
continue this subject next week. The important thing I want
to point out is that the Bible is intended to be an authoritative,
written voice, de�ning the nature and character of the God
who created all things, and how we relate to Him.
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Operational 
referendum to address 
critical needs in 
Tomahawk schools 

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
residents of  the School 
District of  Tomahawk 
will consider renewing an 
operational referendum. If  
it’s approved, the district 
will be able to continue 
making investments that 
ensure students have 
access to a high-quality 
educational experience. 

Our state has an 
outdated education funding 
formula that has led 
school districts statewide 
– including Tomahawk 
Schools – to face significant 
funding challenges. All 
districts operate under 
a state-imposed revenue 
limit that restricts the 
amount of  money they 
can receive through state 

general aid and local 
property values. 

The property tax 
element adversely a�ects 
Tomahawk Schools due to 
the increased percentage of  
high-value lake properties 
within our boundary. 
This means we receive 
far less state aid than our 
peers. The average district 
receives $8,060.00 per 
student, compared to only 
$3,300.00 per student here. 

State funding has also 
failed to keep pace with 
inflation for many years. 
If  it had, districts like 
ours would receive about 
$3,300.00 more per student 
today. 

The non-recurring 
referendum question on 
the Feb. 18 ballot seeks 
permission to exceed our 
state-mandated revenue 
limit by $3.25 million per 

year through the end of  
the 2028-29 school year. 
These funds would allow 
us to maintain current 
class sizes, preserve 
academic programs and 
extracurricular activities, 
and address minor facility 
projects. 

Operational referendum 
funds also allow our 
district to retain and 
attract quality teachers 
and sta�, while avoiding 
further budget cuts like 
those witnessed during the 
2021-22 school year, when 
the district was forced to 
eliminate approximately 
$1.2 million worth of  
expenses. 

A renewed operational 
referendum is not 
projected to have a levy 
rate increase. Although 
levy rates can vary slightly 
between townships due to 

various factors, the overall 
average impact would 
remain consistent at $5.59 
per $1,000.00 of  estimated 
fair market value. 

We believe an 
operational referendum is 
the best option to address 
our financial challenges 
and ensure students 
continue to have the 
resources they need and 
a learning environment 
where they can thrive. 
More information about 
the referendum, including 
answers to frequently 
asked questions, is 
available at www.
tomahawkreferendum2025.
org.   

Ron Zimmerman
President, School 

District of  Tomahawk 
Board of  Education 

Submitted on behalf  
of  the board

The workshop will de-
scribe how caregiving af-
fects finances; list the legal 
and financial documents 
caregivers should put in 
place; prepare for useful 
discussions about financial 
decisions and planning; 

identify steps to lower the 
chances of  financial abuse 
and fraud; begin to create a 
backup plan in case a care-
giver can no longer provide 
care; and o�er helpful Al-
zheimer’s Association re-
sources.

In the United States 
alone, nearly seven million 
individuals are living with 

Alzheimer’s, and 16 million 
are serving as their unpaid 
caregivers, according to the 
release. 

“The disease is a global 
crisis that impacts numer-
ous families right here in 
our community,” the re-
lease stated. “However, no 
one has to face this disease 
alone or without informa-

tion.”
Registration is requested. 

To register, or to learn more 
about the program, contact 
Julie St. Pierre at 715-352-
4091 or jstpierre@alz.org; 
call the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation 24/7 Helpline at 
1-800-272.3900; or visit www.
bit.ly/MoneyFeb18. 

PROGRAM
FROM PAGE 2

Local news online – www.TomahawkLeader.com
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• 40 Year Factory Warranty
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E�cient • 28 Colors Available
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Dear Reader,
The other day, I had a close 

call that left me reflecting deeply 
on how fragile life truly is. I was 
a passenger in a car, riding along 
on a snowy day. The roads were 
slick, and we were descending a 
steep hill when we encountered 
a stationary car in the middle of  
the road. To avoid a collision, our 
driver veered into a snowbank and a rock instead.

Shaken but unharmed, we got out to assess the damage. 
As I stood there, I saw other vehicles attempting to navigate 
the hill, at speeds too reckless for the conditions. I waved to 
warn them to stop and turn back, knowing the danger they 
faced. Thankfully, our car was still operational, and we 
managed to drive away carefully. Later that day, I learned 
that a massive pileup had occurred in that very spot. Nu-
merous vehicles were involved, and I couldn’t help but feel 
fortunate to have avoided the catastrophe.

This experience got me thinking. Life is unpredictable. 
You wake up in the morning with plans, but everything can 
change in an instant, with no warning whatsoever. Those 
15 seconds as we swerved away from the stalled vehicle 
could have been our last moments. But it wasn’t. For oth-
ers, tragically, it was.

Life is so fragile. There are no guarantees, no flashing 
signals warning us when our time is up. One moment we’re 
here, and the next, we’re not. This realization isn’t meant to 
instill fear but to inspire gratitude. Each day we’re given is 
a gift—precious, fleeting, and worth cherishing.

Let’s not take it for granted. Let’s love fully, live purpose-
fully, and appreciate the time we have. Because in the blink 
of  an eye, everything can change. We can’t control when or 
how the end comes, but we can make the moments we still 
have truly count.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Fragility of  Life
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

OP-ED

February is Career and Technical Education (CTE) Month
BY RYAN HUSEBY
TOMAHAWK HIGH 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

At Tomahawk High 
School (THS), we proudly 
o�er a variety of  career 
pathways to students. 
Pathways specialized 
in career fields such as 
Business, Marketing, 
Architecture and 
Construction, Culinary 
Arts, Engineering, 
Entrepreneurship, Graphic 
Design, Healthcare, 
Information Technology, 
Manufacturing, Education 
and Training, and 
Transportation Technology. 

Over 38 Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
courses are available to 
students. Additionally, 
students also have access 
to complete advanced 
training, college credits, 
industry certifications 
and work based learning 
programs through the 
career pathways. 

THS students have a 
unique opportunity to earn 
college credits while still 
in high school. Through 
CTE courses, students can 
currently accumulate more 
than 53 college credits, a 
number that continues to 
grow each year as we build 
our CTE programming. Our 
dual credit courses provide 
students a head start with 
their post graduation plan, 
helping them build career-
ready skills and save both 

time and money. Those 
entering the workforce 
immediately benefit from 
advanced training, setting 
them apart from other 
entry-level candidates and 
increasing their career 
mobility. Students pursuing 
university or technical 
college education may also 
reduce their tuition costs 
by successfully completing 
dual credit courses. 

Notably, THS students 
surpass the state average 
in dual credit course 
completion, with 56.6% of  
our students participating 
compared to the state 
average of  25.7%. THS 
had 409 dual credit course 
enrollments in the 2023-24 
school year. 

Students also take 
advantage of  the 
opportunity and earn 
industry-recognized 
certifications in fields such 
as computer programs, 
OSHA Safety, Culinary 
ServSafe, health and child 
care, welding, automotive 
safety, Microsoft O�ce, 

computer aided design, 
Adobe Design Suite, 
Certified Nursing Assistant, 
Fire Fighter 1 and Youth 
Apprenticeship. These 
certifications showcase 
skills valued by employers. 

THS students exceeded 
the state average for 
students earning at least 
one industry certification. 
Students earned 144 
certifications in the 2023-24 
school year. According to 
the Association for Career 
and Technical Education, 
such certifications aid 
in hiring, retention, and 
career advancement while 
also preparing students for 
postsecondary education 
and the workforce. 

Work-Based Learning 
(WBL) programs are a great 
environment for students to 
gain industry-specific and 
employability skills under 
the direct mentorship 
of  a professional. One 
such program, Youth 
Apprenticeship (YA), 
is sponsored by the 
Department of  Workforce 
Development and mirrors 
adult apprenticeships. 
YA students are paid 
employees, working at least 
450 hours during the school 
year while completing 
job-related coursework for 
high school credit. Students 
work with employers to 
complete the required job 
specific skills certification 
list during their 
employment. With over 

43 participants in 2023-24 
school year, THS has one of  
the highest YA enrollments 
in the area and exceeds the 
state participation average. 

To celebrate CTE 
Month, THS is hosting 
a Guest Speaker Blitz, 
featuring professionals 
from a variety of  industries 
who will share insights 
about their career paths. 
These sessions provide a 
valuable opportunity for 
students to gain firsthand 
knowledge about di�erent 
professions and the steps 
required to be successful. 
Presentations will be held 
in various CTE classes and 
during Resource Hour. 
THS students interested in 
attending should connect 
with their CTE teacher or 
school counselor for more 
details. 

We encourage families to 
have career conversations 
with their students. Share 
your professional journey 
– discuss what has been 
important to you in your 
career, the challenges 
you’ve faced and what 
you might do di�erently 
to reach your goals. These 
discussions can provide 
valuable lessons and inspire 
students as they navigate 
their Academic and Career 
Planning decisions. 

Let’s make the most of  
CTE Month by exploring 
opportunities and 
preparing for a bright 
future! 

Huseby

BRAND YOUR BUSINESS
TO LINCOLN COUNTY!

Building a successful business is a marathon, not a sprint.

Call 715-453-2151
to advertise today!



Hiring!
We are

JOIN
OUR
TEAM

APPLY IN-PERSON
605 N. Ohio St. • 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers!
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.
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• Hourly Supervisor
2nd Shift
$29.17/HR

• Crew Member
$19.79 - $21.29/HR

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Bene�ts:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly Rates

IMMEDIATE FULL AND PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Baseman Bros Inc

Install, sand, paint, and �nish gymnasium �oors
Eagle River Area Openings

Out of town expenses covered
Paid travel time – Starting pay $20.00/HR

JeffBaseman@yahoo.com
Call or text (715) 891-8392 or (715) 493-5088
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Apply in person, or Call

Tomahawk Bus Service
715-453-3000

$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS!$1,500 S
Seeking Full and part-time School Bus Drivers

Perfect for retirees or stay-at-home parents.
Drive your kids/grandkids to their events!
Will train for proper licensing. Paid training.
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AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

R-Store BP

Trig’s

Marathon

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store
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providing high-quality care 
for low-income older people 
and disabled adults. 

Lincoln County’s board 
voted to sell Pine Crest to 
a for-profit at the start of  
this year. After that buyer 
backed out, the board is 
planning to find a new one.

Meyer worries about po-
tential disruptions at Pine 
Crest.

“I love it here,” she said. 
“I sincerely do.”

A flurry of nursing 
home sales and closures

Meyer, a former Lincoln 
County Board supervisor, 
doesn’t own a phone, but 
she stays up to date on local 
happenings. It didn’t take 
long before she heard rum-
blings about selling Pine 
Crest. 

“I was teed o� about it 
because of  some of  these 
SOBs,” Meyer said. “They 
said, ‘well, the cost factor.’ 
Now I think about what 
jerks were running this.”

Running a nursing home 
is expensive, and counties 
aren’t required to do so — 
something o�cials often re-
alize during recessions and 
inflationary periods.

The financial crisis of  
2007 and 2008 was Wiscon-
sin’s busiest stretch for 
nursing home sales, with 
four counties selling.

Since inflation started 
surging in 2021, at least five 
counties outside of  Lincoln 
have sold or considered 
selling: 

• Iowa County closed its 
nursing home in 2022 after 
failing to find a buyer.

• A private nursing home 
chain took over Washing-
ton County’s nursing home 
in July. 

• The St. Croix County 
Board considered selling 
before voting against it.

• Sauk County’s board 
this year approved a sale 
to a for-profit that still re-
quires state health depart-
ment approval. 

• Portage County heard 
interest from one prospec-
tive buyer but chose not to 
sell following public push-
back. It will decide later 
this month whether to look 
for a di�erent buyer.

Meanwhile, dozens of  
for-profit nursing homes 
have closed in recent years. 

Lincoln County started 
debating Pine Crest’s fu-
ture in 2022 while the board 
sought budget cuts. Then-
board chair Don Friske 
noticed Pine Crest had for 

years run substantial an-
nual deficits.

That’s been the case 
since the 1980s for county-
run nursing homes nation-
wide, said Anne Zahradnik, 
an associate professor of  
health administration at 
Marist College.

Those remaining “are a 
holdover from an orienta-
tion toward government 
solving problems,” she 
added. 

From ‘poor farms’ 
to nursing homes

Wisconsin’s county gov-
ernments have a long his-
tory of  housing vulnerable 
populations. 

Many ran “poor farms” 
or “poor houses” for resi-
dents experiencing poverty 
starting in the 1800s. Most 
states eventually created 
centralized nursing homes 
to serve older people and 

those with disabilities from 
across the state, while Wis-
consin prioritized keeping 
people close to home. A 
Wisconsin network of  lo-
cal nursing homes and con-
verted poor farms started 
receiving federal Medicaid 
funding in 1974, according 
to a Legislative Audit Bu-
reau report.

Nursing homes for de-
cades were the only long-
term care option for popu-
lations they served, and 
people who relied on gov-
ernment assistance had few 
choices outside of  county 
homes. 

That is changing as 
people increasingly age at 
home or in assisted living 
facilities that o�er more in-
dependence at a lower cost. 
Wisconsin’s assisted living 
options hold more than 
double the beds of  its nurs-
ing homes. 

But assisted living, un-
like nursing homes, can’t 
care for people who need 
regular medical attention. 
Nor do they o�er the same 
protections against evic-
tions for residents who rely 
on Medicaid, the joint state 
and federal aid program to 
help low-income residents 
a�ord care. 

More than a quarter 
of  nursing home beds, on 

average, at for-profit and 
county-owned nursing 
homes sit empty, according 
to federal Medicaid data.

Almost 40 of  Pine Crest’s 
120 beds are vacant, but 
Wisconsin can’t a�ord to 
lose them. 

Without nursing homes, 
hospitals struggle to find 
housing for their sickest pa-
tients, Zahradnik said. The 
Wisconsin Counties Asso-
ciation projects a need for 
roughly 10,000 new skilled 
nursing beds by 2035 as 
state demographics trend 
older. 

To keep Pine Crest run-
ning, Lincoln County’s 
board debated converting 
part of  it into assisted living 
or even knocking it down 
to build a smaller nursing 
home with lower operation 
costs. Both options would 
require up-front money the 
county lacks, Friske said. 

The only remaining op-
tion the board sees: selling.

Counties struggle 
to keep up

Medicaid policy is com-
plicated and frequently 
changes. The program is 
also how most nursing 
home residents pay for care. 

Lincoln County’s board 
lacks expertise on nurs-
ing home management, 
making it hard to keep up, 
Friske said, echoing o�-
cials in other counties.

“We’re horrible at it,” he 
said.

As the board discussed 

exiting the nursing home 
business, it learned the 
county was short more 
than $1 million in expected 
revenue to cover one year’s 
costs. 

The state has traditional-
ly subsidized county-owned 
nursing homes, and it start-
ed increasing Medicaid re-
imbursements in 2022. The 
change shrunk ongoing 
county deficits to provide 
care, wrote Elizabeth Good-
sitt, a spokesperson for the 
Wisconsin Department of  
Health Services, which dis-
tributes the nursing home 
supplements. 

That was positive. But 
shrinking those deficits 
meant counties would get 
smaller lump sum subsi-
dies for operating nursing 
homes – something o�cials 
in multiple county govern-
ments didn’t anticipate, 
leading to budget shortfalls.

“Just when you think 
you’re one step ahead, 
you’re two steps back,” 
Washington County Execu-
tive Josh Schoemann said.

He described the unex-
pected loss of  the subsidies 
as “just another brick in the 
wall” for a nursing home 
the county ultimately sold 
to a for-profit this year.

Lincoln County used fed-
eral pandemic funds to cov-
er the unexpected subsidy 
loss — a short-lived option.

Despite supporting coun-
ty-owned nursing homes, 
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Arlene Meyer, second from left, waits for lunch to be served while sitting with three of her fellow 
residents — including Florence, left, and Peg, right — at Pine Crest Nursing Home in Merrill, Wis., 
on Nov. 15, 2024. Photos by Joe Timmerman/Wisconsin Watch

A wedding picture of Dora and Ken Gorski is framed in Dora’s 
new home on Nov. 15, 2024, in Wausau, Wis. Ken spent the 
end of his life at Pine Crest Nursing Home in Merrill following 
multiple bouts with COVID-19 and a dementia diagnosis.



More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*
Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!
Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com

FISHINGTIMES

Solunar fishing chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon - Jan. 29.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major
Feb 12 6:40AM 10:47PM 4:52PM 11:10AM
Feb 13 6:59AM 11:33PM 6:00PM 11:54AM
Feb 14 7:15AM 12:15AM 7:07PM 12:35PM
Feb 15 7:30AM 12:55AM 8:11PM 1:15PM
Feb 16 7:46AM 1:34AM 9:16PM 1:54PM
Feb 17 8:02AM 2:14AM 10:21PM 2:34PM
Feb 18 8:20AM 2:55AM ---- 3:17PM
Feb 19 11:27PM 3:39AM 8:42AM 4:02PM 44
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NEW LISTING: 1709 Mathews St, Merrill: Nice 3 bedrooms
1 bathroom ranch style on Merrill’s Westside. This home offers
a two-car garage and little workshop and a nice sized garden
shed on a large corner lot. Perfect size for a starter home or
just trying to get everything on one floor. Check this one out
today it won’t last long. $159,900

NEW LISTING: 1406 E 1ST St, Merrill: Welcome home! Affordable city of Merrill home. Great
location and price. Plenty of cabinets, all the kitchen appliances,
and kitchen patio door leading to deck, and fenced yard. The
dining and living are open concept and very spacious. One
bedroom on the main floor plus upstairs find 2nd bedroom
and large landing that could be the 3rd bedroom. Basement
is partially finished and has 1/2 bath. Washer and dryer stay,
snowblower, lawn mower, and seller would like to leave a lot of the furnishing. Come take
a look. $144,900

N5607 Hwy 107 Irma: Bring those fishing poles!! This 2-bedroom year-round cottage home
has open concept living, office, and main floor laundry. There is an oversized 2 car garage,

plus a detached insulate workshop. Level to waters edge, and
ready for you to call home. $239,900

1021&1023 E Main St Merrill: Bring your commercial ideas, or
continue this great business, or do both. So many possibilities in
this approximately 20,000 square feet, EXTREMELY WELL-KEPT

building available in Merrill Wisconsin’s Downtown. The building faces the main street on the
upper level and the lower-level entrance faces a huge city-owned and maintained parking lot.
The main level has awesome display windows for retail. Lower-level space is currently used
for retail but would be perfect for multiple uses. There formerly was a cafe in this area, could
be office space. Seller’s focus is to SELL the building but would be
very agreeable to selling the inventory and fixtures if the buyer is
interested. Another possibility would be that Johnsons of Merrill,
L.L.C, the business that is occupying the upper floor currently,
would stay where they are for two years and pay the buyer a lease
monthly for two years. Bring your ideas and let’s talk! $274,900

Century21BestWay.com
Brent Venrooy,
Tynan Anderson,
Andrea Krueger,

Fred Koth
Chris Duckett

Emma Praslowicz

800-732-9597
715-453-3365

119 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Tomahawk, WI

44
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In need of money -
Many new Charities to choose from
Cost of Food Products are going up!
Increase of people using pantry in

past 3 years
Please Donate!!!

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

FOOD
PANTRY

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
W7994 Somo Dam Rd., Tomahawk, WI 54487

Open Wed 1-3, Fri 11am-12:30pm

This ad sponsored by:

1411 N. 4th St., Suite 201
Stonewood Center
Tomahawk, WI

715-453-3366 • www.cisgrp.com 05
50
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YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry

Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30
PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s

Always in need of
• Beef Stew • Baked Beans • Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Cooking Oil • Cereal • Instant Potatoes • Noodles
• Pasta • Peanut Butter & Jelly • Soup • Spaghetti Sauce

• Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

36
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48

Need Pet Food?
If it is a hardship to feed your pet

is a non-pro�t organization to help local pets in need.

If it is a hardship to feed your pet

is a non-pro�t organization to help local pets in need.

40
68

39

Info: Sunnie 715-612-5866

Monetary & dry pet food
donations needed.

Drop o�: T. Warehouse Liquor &
Auntie Em’s Resale

Wednesday, February 12, 2025  •  Page 7TOMAHAWK LEADERwww.tomahawkleader.com 7

county-owned facilities, 
Eastman said. Lower sta�-
ing correlates with poorer 
care. 

The Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services rates 
nursing home sta� on a 1 
to 5 scale, considering time 
they spent with residents 
and turnover. 

The median sta� rat-
ing at Wisconsin’s county-
owned nursing homes is 5, 
the highest possible, accord-
ing to WPR and Wisconsin 
Watch’s analysis. That’s 
compared with a median 
rating of  3 at for-profit fa-
cilities in the state.

A sign outside of  the Por-
tage County Health Care 
Center touts its 5-star rat-
ing. Grace Skibicki, a resi-
dent of  13 years and a for-
mer care center nurse, rec-
ognizes that as impressive. 

She expects care to de-
cline if  a chain with a 
lower rating purchases it. 
She wouldn’t plan to stick 
around. 

“It’s really scary because 
you don’t know what’s going 
to happen to you,” Skibicki 
said.

Sta� are also waiting to 
see what their future holds.

Nursing home work can 
be grueling with modest 
pay, accounting for signifi-
cant sta� turnover across 
the industry. But county-
owned nursing homes em-
ploy public workers who 
earn county benefits and ac-
cess to one of  the country’s 
best-funded retirement sys-
tems. That may explain why 

median turnover trends at 
Wisconsin’s county-owned 
homes (41%) are lower than 
they are at for-profits (51%), 
WPR and Wisconsin Watch 
found. 

Wisconsin’s for-profit 
nursing homes drew a me-
dian of  three substanti-
ated complaints over the 
last three years, compared 
to a median of  zero at 
county-owned facilities, 
which also fared better 
than for-profits and non-
profits in health inspec-
tion and overall quality 
ratings.

Nursing homes owned by 
Lincoln, Portage and Sauk 
counties all rate above aver-
age, but county o�cials be-
lieve private owners could 
run them better. 

Counties struggle to 
make quick decisions the 
fast-changing industry re-
quires, Friske said.

Potential buyers named 
in Lincoln, Portage and 
Sauk counties all own mul-
tiple facilities across the 
state. Two own facilities 
in other states. That setup 
makes it easier for them 
to fund repairs or convert 
rooms to assisted living 
quickly without repeatedly 
asking taxpayers. 

Care & Rehab Company, 
which initially sought to 
buy Pine Crest, owns six 
facilities in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. Two share Pine 
Crest’s “much above aver-
age” federal rating, but two 
others received “below av-
erage” ratings. 

People for Pine Crest
Dora Gorski kept her 

husband Ken at home for as 
long as possible. 

Ken, a father, veteran, 
martial arts instructor and 
first responder, was often 
too proud to admit to falling 
— even when Dora woke up 
to find him on the ground.

She initially got help 
from neighbors and home 
health aides who warned 
her about his worsening 
dementia. Ken eventually 
ended up hospitalized and 
in need of  a wheelchair. 

When Dora realized she’d 
have no way to get him into 
their house upon their re-
turn, Pine Crest was her 
first call.

The woman in admis-
sions knew Ken, who had 
taught her children aikido. 
Once he moved in, a main-
tenance worker recognized 
Ken as his former martial 
arts teacher. A caretaker 
told Dora she knew Ken, too 
— having worked with him 
as a phlebotomist. 

It turned out that Ar-
lene Meyer, a fellow first 
responder who had long 
known Ken, lived down the 
hall.

“It was people who not 
just knew him as a dodder-
ing old man who is barely 
able to talk,” Dora said. 
“They knew him as a re-
spected instructor.”

Two weeks before Ken’s 
death in Dec. 2023, Pine 
Crest hosted his 90th birth-
day party. His children, for-
mer students and friends, 
including Meyer, packed a 
community room. 

“That meant a lot to Ken,” 
said Dora, who still partici-
pates in a group called “Peo-
ple For Pine Crest,” which 
opposes a sale.

“We own it. It’s our place. 
We all take pride in it being 
here,” she said.

The group spent 2023 
urging the Lincoln County 
Board to keep the nursing 
home. Their flurry of  peti-
tions, yard signs, T-shirts, 
public testimonies, phone 
calls and emails didn’t 
work. The board voted to 
sell to Care & Rehab.

But an attorney and ally 
on the county board noticed 
a language problem in the 
sale agreement and sued 
the county to halt the sale.

Care & Rehab backed out 
before the case could move 

state o�cials don’t always 
e�ectively communicate 
with counties, said Rene 
Eastman, vice president of  
financial and regulatory 
services at LeadingAge Wis-
consin, an advocacy group 
for older adults. 

Still, Eastman said, the 
recent Medicaid rate reim-
bursement hikes could ease 
financial pressures over 
time.

“If  counties hung on for a 
little bit longer, they would 
really see the e�ects of  that 
funding infusion, and they 
would see the increased 
need in their communities,” 
she said.

St. Croix County com-
mits to nursing home
St. Croix County Board 

Vice Chair Bob Feidler said 
his colleagues didn’t seri-
ously consider selling its 
nursing home. But a dis-
cussion about that possibil-
ity prompted opponents to 
flood an August board meet-
ing. 

The board voted against 
selling, deciding that nurs-
ing home revenue would 
likely grow, aided by higher 
Medicaid rates and a federal 
grant to open a dementia 
wing. 

“All of  a sudden, we went 
from what had been a nega-
tive revenue to barely a 
positive revenue, to a more 
solid projection,” Feidler 
said.

Many Lincoln County 
residents hope their board 
will reach the same conclu-
sion. But increased Medic-
aid rates alone won’t cover 
needed costs outside of  care, 
like renovating Pine Crest’s 
building, Friske said. That 
would likely require a prop-
erty tax increase.

“You can’t just go on a 
whim, ‘Hey, yeah, we’re 
going to throw this extra 
money on the property tax,’ 
” Friske said. “People are 
struggling.”

County leaders have 
historically asked voters 
to support nursing homes 
through ballot measures.

Voters in Green County, 
for instance, approved an 
April ballot measure to con-
tinue funding their nursing 
home. 

Portage County voters 
approved one referendum 
in 2018 and a $20 million 
referendum four years later 
for the construction of  a 
new nursing home — reno-
vations that still haven’t 

started. Rising construction 
costs since the delay mean 
millions more are needed to 
fund the project, according 
to county board members 
who have blocked calls for a 
fresh referendum.

In Lincoln County, more 
than 80% of  respondents 
to a 2023 Merrill Foto News 
and Tomahawk Leader on-
line survey opposed selling 
Pine Crest.

But the board blocked two 
e�orts to put Pine Crest’s 
future on the ballot. 

How private homes 
profit: Cutting sta�, 

benefits
Friske had gotten unso-

licited calls from brokers 
even before putting Pine 
Crest on the market, as have 
o�cials in other counties. 

Why buy a money-losing 
nursing home?

For-profits can’t simply 
build new facilities. The 
state determines the need 
for nursing home beds in 
di�erent communities — re-
quiring newcomers to typi-
cally buy a license from an 
entity already operating a 
facility. 

Deficits under govern-
ment ownership don’t mean 
private companies can’t 
turn a profit. 

They might find savings 
by rejecting applicants with 
behavioral issues who re-
quire costlier care. Counties 
that own a nursing home 
typically send higher-needs 
residents there. Counties 
that don’t own a nursing 
home still pay to send such 
residents to another facility 
that will accept them. 

Private owners fre-
quently reduce sta�ng and 
benefits upon purchasing 
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Dora Gorski poses for a portrait in her new home, Nov. 15, 2024, in Wausau, Wis. She still 
participates in a group called “People For Pine Crest,” which opposes a sale of Pine Crest 
Nursing Home in Merrill, where her late husband Ken spent the end of his life.

Photo by Joe Timmerman/Wisconsin Watch

forward, o�ering People For 
Pine Crest a reprieve. 

But Friske, who lost re-
election this spring, sees a 
ticking clock. He expects 
Pine Crest will face a fiscal 
crisis that will force a clo-
sure unless it sells. 

He resents any suggestion 
that his board colleagues 
don’t care about those who 
depend on Pine Crest.

“The county board is 
not a congressman from 
Missouri, Arkansas and 
Texas, telling Wisconsin 
how to live,” Friske said. 
“What’s happening here is 
friends and neighbors who 
are elected to the county 
board. They live here, their 
families are here, we’re all 
here.”

Lincoln County has just 
two other nursing homes, 
both in Tomahawk and with 
lower federal ratings.

Dora Gorski, who lives 
20 minutes from Pine Crest, 
said the short distance al-
lowed her to eat breakfast 
with Ken most mornings. 
That routine would have 
been tough to maintain — 
doubling the length of  her 
drive — had he lived in one 
of  Lincoln County’s two pri-
vate facilities or the state 
veterans home in King, Wis-
consin.

The county hopes to 
keep some nursing home 
beds in Merrill, said cur-
rent Lincoln County chair 
Jesse Boyd, but they won’t 
be county-owned. He agrees 
with Friske’s financial out-
look. 

“Right now, we’re drown-
ing,” he said. 

The county now has lined 
up a couple of  potential buy-
ers for Pine Crest.

If  a sale proceeds? Pine 
Crest won’t be the same, 
Gorski expects. For now 
it’s “full of  neighbors and 
friends and people from 
our community, people 
who love us and know us,” 
she said. 

“You don’t find that in 
some big city, and you don’t 
find that in a private, for-
profit nursing home.”



O�ce of the Lincoln County Clerk
To the voters of Lincoln County:
Notice is hereby given of a spring primary election to be held in Lincoln County on February 18,
2025, at which the o�cers named below shall be chosen. The names of the candidates for each
o�ce, whose nominations have been certi�ed to or �led in this o�ce, are given under the title
of the o�ce, each in its proper column, together with the questions submitted to a vote, for a
referendum, if any, in the sample ballot below.
Information to Voters
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:

• state their name and address
• show an acceptable form of photo identi�cation*
• sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identi�cation, the voter may obtain a free
photo ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.
**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write the
word “exempt.”
If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving their
residence if the voter provides proof of residence.
Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballot.
Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and cast
their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than speci�ed here. Sample
ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken into the booth
and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is
marked.
A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter’s minor child or minor
ward.
An election o�cial may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but the o�cial
may not advise or indicate a particu�ar voting choice.
Assistance for Voting
A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the
presiding o�cial that they are unable to read, have di�culty reading, writing, or understanding
English, or that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected individual rendering
assistance may not be the voter’s employer or an agent of that employer or an o�cer or agent
of a labor organization which represents the voter.
Using the DS200 Optical Scan Voting Machine
The voter shall �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to the name of the candidate of their
choice for each o�ce for which he or she intends to vote. To vote for a person whose name
does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in
the space provided for a write-in vote and �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to the write-in
line. On referendum questions, the voter shall �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to “yes”
if in favor of the question, or the voter shall �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to “no” if
opposed to the question.
When using the electronic ballot marking device “ExpressVote”, to mark an optical scan
ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select the name of the candidate
of their choice for each o�ce for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name
does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the person of their choice in the
space provided for a write-in vote. On referendum questions, the voter shall touch the screen or
use the tactile pad to select “yes” if in favor of the question, or the voter shall touch the screen
or use the tactile pad to select “no” if opposed to the question.
Spoiled Ballots
If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election o�cial who shall issue
another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one voter. If the
ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the voter shall
return it to the election o�cial, who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.
After Voting the Ballot
After an o�cial paper ballot is marked, it shall be folded so the inside marks do not show, but
so the printed endorsements and inspectors’ initials on the outside do show. The voter shall
deposit the voted ballot in the ballot box or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit and shall
leave the polling place promptly.
After an o�cial optical scan ballot is marked, it may be inserted in the security sleeve, so the
marks do not show. The voter shall insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve
or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. If a central count system is used, the voter shall
insert the ballot in the ballot box and discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an inspector for
deposit. The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.
The following is a sample of the o�cial ballot:

____________________________________
Christopher J Marlowe, Lincoln County Clerk

Published February 12, 2025 WNAXLP

O�cial Primary Ballot
Nonpartisan O�ce and Referendum

February 18, 2025
Notice to Voters: If you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by two election inspectors. If you are voting
absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or deputy clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without initials.
(see end of ballot for initials).

February 18, 2025

Notice of Spring Primary and Sample Ballots
(February 18, 2025) 44
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Ballot issued by

For O�cial Use Only

O�cial Primary Ballot
Nonpartisan O�ce
and Referendum
February 18, 2025

For
Lincoln County

All Primary Contests

Initials of election inspectors

I certify that I marked or read aloud this
ballot at the request and direction of a
voter who is authorized under Wis. Stat.
§6.82 to receive assistance.

Inspectors: Identify ballots required to
be remade:

Initials of Municipal Clerk or Deputy Clerk

If issued by SVDs, both must initial

Signature of assistor

Initials of inspectors who remade ballot

Absentee ballot issued by

Certi�cation of Voter
Assistance

If this is the Original
Ballot, write the serial
number here:

If this is the Duplicate
Ballot, write the serial
number here:

Overvoted
Damaged
Other

Referendum

General Instructions

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction

State Superintendent
Vote for 1

School District

write-in:

No

Jill Underly

Yes

Brittany Kinser

Je� Wright

If you make a mistake on your ballot or have
a question, ask an election inspector for help
(absentee voters: contact your municipal clerk).
To vote for a name on the ballot, �ll in the oval
next to the name like this:
To vote for a name that is not on the ballot, write
the name on the line marked “write-in” and �ll in
the oval next to the name like this:

“Shall the School District of Tomahawk, Lincoln
and Oneida Counties, Wisconsin be authorized
to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section
121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000 per
year beginning with the 2025-2026 school year
and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for
non-recurring purposes, including expenses to
maintain current educational programming and
ongoing facility maintenance needs?”

To vote in favor of a question, �ll in
the oval next to “Yes,” like this:

To vote against a question, �ll in
the oval next to “No,” like this:

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
RIPCO CREDIT UNION
121 Sutliff Avenue
Rhinelander, WI 54501
        Plaintiff,
vs.
NICOLE A. JOSLIN A/K/A NICOLE
JOSLIN
602 S. Tomahawk Avenue
Tomahawk, WI 54487
        Defendant.

Case No. 24-CV-165
Hon. Robert R. Russell, Br. 2

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN TO:
Nicole A. Joslin a/k/a Nicole Joslin
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you.
Within forty (40) days after February 5,
2025, you must respond with a written
demand for a copy of the Complaint.
The demand must be sent or delivered
to:

Lincoln County Clerk of Circuit Court,
Lincoln County Courthouse
1110 E. Main Street, Suite 200
Merrill, WI 54452

and to Plaintiff's attorney, whose
address is:

Weld Riley, S.C.
500 Third Street, Suite 800
P.O. Box 479
Wausau, Wisconsin 54402-0479

You may have an attorney help or
represent you.
If you do not demand a copy of the
Complaint within forty (40) days, the
Court may grant judgment against you
for the award of money or other legal
action requested in the Complaint, and
you may lose your right to object to
anything that is or may be incorrect in
the Complaint. A judgment may be
enforced as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now or
in the future, and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of property.
        Dated 1/22/2025.

WELD RILEY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff

BY: /s/ JOHN A. CRAVENS
State Bar #1001261

PLEASE DIRECT ALL
CORRESPONDENCE, INQUIRIES AND
PLEADINGS TO:
Amy L. Unertl
Weld Riley, S.C.
500 Third Street, Suite 800
P. O. Box 479
Wausau, WI 54402-0479
(715) 845-8234
Published February 5, 12, 19, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
Bank of New York Mellon Trust
Company, N.A. as
Trustee for Mortgage Assets
Management Series I Trust
          Plaintiff,
v.
Brian D. Jones, et al.
          Defendants.

Case No. 2020CV000006
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure
made in the above-entitled action on
September 8, 2021 in the amount of
$184,873.35, I will sell at public auction,
located at the main entrance of the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main Street, Merrill, WI 54452, on

March 12, 2025
At 10:00 AM, all of the following
described premises, to wit:

ALL THAT PORTION OF THE WEST
HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SECTION 11,
TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH OF RANGE
6 EAST LYING EAST AND NORTH
OF HIGHWAY 51 RIGHT OF WAY, IN
THE TOWN OF BRADLEY, LINCOLN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN, EXCEPT
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED
PARCEL:  
A PARCEL OF LAND BEING A PART
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER
OF SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 34
NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, OF THE
FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN,
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT A
BERNTSEN MONUMENT MARKING
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
SAID SECTION 11, THENCE S. 00
DEGREES 51' 23" W. ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 11 A
DISTANCE OF 2630.74' TO A
BERNTSEN MONUMENT MARKING
THE WEST QUARTER CORNER OF
SAID SECTION 11, THENCE S 37
DEGREES 57' 12" E. A DISTANCE
OF 1885.70' TO AN IRON PIPE ON
THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF STATE TRUNK HIGHWAY
"107" AND THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING, THENCE S. 65
DEGREES 50' 55" E. ALONG SAID
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE
A DISTANCE OF 133.28' TO AN
IRON PIPE, THENCE LEAVING
SAID NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE ON A BEARING OF N 00
DEGREES 02' 34" E. A DISTANCE
OF 60.63' TO AN IRON PIPE,
THENCE N 02 DEGREES 35' 20" E.
A DISTANCE OF 68.27' TO AN IRON
PIPE, THENCE N 04 DEGREES 15'
27" E. A DISTANCE OF 102.91' TO
AN IRON PIPE, THENCE N 04
DEGREES 13' 02" E A DISTANCE
OF 259.27' TO AN IRON PIPE,
THENCE N 02 DEGREES 07' 03" W
A DISTANCE OF 178.81' TO AN
IRON PIPE NEAR THE SOUTHERLY
SHORE OF LACERTE LAKE,
THENCE S 67 DEGREES 33' 05" W
NEAR SAID SOUTHERLY LAKE
SHORE A DISTANCE OF 135.58' TO
IRON PIPE, THENCE LEAVING
SAID SOUTHERLY LAKE SHORE A
DISTANCE OF 135.58' TO AN IRON
PIPE, THENCE LEAVING SAID
SOUTHERLY LAKE SHORE ON A
BEARING OF S. 01 DEGREES 59'
22" W A DISTANCE OF 562.74' TO
AN IRON PIPE AND THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING, TO INCLUDE ALL
LANDS LYING BETWEEN THE
ABOVE LAKE SHORE MEANDER
AND A NORTHERLY EXTENSION
OF THE LATERAL LINES TO
LACERTE LAKE. EXCEPT
HIGHWAYS. SUBJECT TO
EASEMENTS, RIGHT-OF-WAYS
AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD.
Street Address: N9018 County Road
S, Tomahawk, WI 54487
Tax Key No. 00434061139998

THE PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD AS
IS AND SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL
REAL ESTATE TAXES, SUPERIOR
LIENS OR OTHER LEGAL
ENCUMBRANCES.
TERMS OF SALE: CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK or CERTIFIED FUNDS, payable
to the Clerk of the Courts (10% down
payment at sale, balance due within ten
(10) days of Court approval; down
payment to be forfeited if payment not
received timely). Buyer must comply
with minimum bidder qualifications as
set forth in Wis. Stat. § 846.155. Buyer
to pay applicable Wisconsin Real Estate
Transfer Tax in addition to the purchase
price.
Ken Schneider
Sheriff of Lincoln County, Wisconsin
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(414) 775-7700
50-19-02088
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.
Published February 12, 19, 26, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
Bank of New York Mellon Trust
Company, N.A. as
Trustee for Mortgage Assets
Management Series I Trust
          Plaintiff,
v.
Brian D. Jones, et al.
          Defendants.

Case No. 2020CV000006
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure
made in the above-entitled action on
September 8, 2021 in the amount of
$184,873.35, I will sell at public auction,
located at the main entrance of the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main Street, Merrill, WI 54452, on

March 12, 2025
At 10:00 AM, all of the following
described premises, to wit:

ALL THAT PORTION OF THE WEST
HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SECTION 11,
TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH OF RANGE
6 EAST LYING EAST AND NORTH
OF HIGHWAY 51 RIGHT OF WAY, IN
THE TOWN OF BRADLEY, LINCOLN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN, EXCEPT
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED
PARCEL:  
A PARCEL OF LAND BEING A PART
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER
OF SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 34
NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, OF THE
FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN,
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT A
BERNTSEN MONUMENT MARKING
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
SAID SECTION 11, THENCE S. 00
DEGREES 51' 23" W. ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 11 A
DISTANCE OF 2630.74' TO A
BERNTSEN MONUMENT MARKING
THE WEST QUARTER CORNER OF
SAID SECTION 11, THENCE S 37
DEGREES 57' 12" E. A DISTANCE
OF 1885.70' TO AN IRON PIPE ON
THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF STATE TRUNK HIGHWAY
"107" AND THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING, THENCE S. 65
DEGREES 50' 55" E. ALONG SAID
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE
A DISTANCE OF 133.28' TO AN
IRON PIPE, THENCE LEAVING
SAID NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE ON A BEARING OF N 00
DEGREES 02' 34" E. A DISTANCE
OF 60.63' TO AN IRON PIPE,
THENCE N 02 DEGREES 35' 20" E.
A DISTANCE OF 68.27' TO AN IRON
PIPE, THENCE N 04 DEGREES 15'
27" E. A DISTANCE OF 102.91' TO
AN IRON PIPE, THENCE N 04
DEGREES 13' 02" E A DISTANCE
OF 259.27' TO AN IRON PIPE,
THENCE N 02 DEGREES 07' 03" W
A DISTANCE OF 178.81' TO AN
IRON PIPE NEAR THE SOUTHERLY
SHORE OF LACERTE LAKE,
THENCE S 67 DEGREES 33' 05" W
NEAR SAID SOUTHERLY LAKE
SHORE A DISTANCE OF 135.58' TO
IRON PIPE, THENCE LEAVING
SAID SOUTHERLY LAKE SHORE A
DISTANCE OF 135.58' TO AN IRON
PIPE, THENCE LEAVING SAID
SOUTHERLY LAKE SHORE ON A
BEARING OF S. 01 DEGREES 59'
22" W A DISTANCE OF 562.74' TO
AN IRON PIPE AND THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING, TO INCLUDE ALL
LANDS LYING BETWEEN THE
ABOVE LAKE SHORE MEANDER
AND A NORTHERLY EXTENSION
OF THE LATERAL LINES TO
LACERTE LAKE. EXCEPT
HIGHWAYS. SUBJECT TO
EASEMENTS, RIGHT-OF-WAYS
AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD.
Street Address: N9018 County Road
S, Tomahawk, WI 54487
Tax Key No. 00434061139998

THE PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD AS
IS AND SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL
REAL ESTATE TAXES, SUPERIOR
LIENS OR OTHER LEGAL
ENCUMBRANCES.
TERMS OF SALE: CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK or CERTIFIED FUNDS, payable
to the Clerk of the Courts (10% down
payment at sale, balance due within ten
(10) days of Court approval; down
payment to be forfeited if payment not
received timely). Buyer must comply
with minimum bidder qualifications as
set forth in Wis. Stat. § 846.155. Buyer
to pay applicable Wisconsin Real Estate
Transfer Tax in addition to the purchase
price.
Ken Schneider
Sheriff of Lincoln County, Wisconsin
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(414) 775-7700
50-19-02088
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.
Published February 12, 19, 26, 2025

WNAXLP

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPOINT
NICOLET COLLEGE

DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS
Notice is hereby given that applications are being accepted for four (4) positions on the Nicolet
College District Board from individuals residing within the Nicolet College District.

Appointments will be made in accordance with the Board Appointment Committee’s Plan
of Representation, which speci�es categories of membership as well as geographic areas,
gender, and minority representation within the district. Following is a list of openings:

ONE (1) EMPLOYER MEMBER
ONE (1) EMPLOYEE MEMBER
ONE (1) ADDITIONAL MEMBER

*ONE (1) INTERIM EMPLOYER MEMBER
*The interim employer position will ful�ll a term through June 30, 2027, and must reside in
Vilas County.

All positions will commence on or about July 1, 2025, upon certi�cation of the Wisconsin
Technical College System Board. Positions will carry a three-year term expiring June 30, 2028.

An EMPLOYER MEMBER: is de�ned as someone with the authority to recommend any of
the following: hire, transfer, suspend, discipline, lay-o�, recall, adjust grievances, promote,
discharge, assign, or reward. The exception is a person who acts in the capacity of an o�cer or
agent of a labor organization, even though that person may have the power to hire, etc. At the
time of their appointment, employers also must be actively engaged in business and employ
others.

An EMPLOYEE MEMBER: is de�ned as a person who is employed but does not meet any of
the criteria in the Employer category. The only exception to these criteria is that a person who
acts in the capacity of an o�cer or agent of a labor organization is considered an Employee
even though that person may have the power to hire, etc. as listed in the Employer section
above.

An ADDITIONAL MEMBER: All residents of a technical college district are eligible to serve as
an additional member of the college.

• At least one (1) of the positions must be a female
• At least two (2) of the positions must reside in Oneida or the portion of Langlade that is
within the Nicolet College District.

• At least one (2) of the positions must reside in Vilas County or the portion of Iron County
that is within the Nicolet College District

Board Member Category De�nitions:
In the appointment process, equal consideration is given to the general population distribution
within the Nicolet College District, as well as to the distribution of women and minorities.

Note: No two (2) members of the Nicolet College District Board may be o�cials of the same
governmental unit, nor may any district board member be a member of the school board which
employs the SCHOOL DISTRICTADMINISTRATOR MEMBER, which is currently Rhinelander
School District.
Please refer to the following Nicolet College website for an application and additional
information, https://www.nicoletcollege.edu/about/board-trustees/board-appointment-process

Application forms must be received at the address below no later than Monday, February 24,
2025, at 4 p.m.; along with at least (2) letters of recommendation supporting his/her candidacy.
All applicants MUST participate in the public hearing of the District Board Appointment
Committee on Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 3 p.m.
To accommodate any candidates unable to participate on this date and be interviewed, a
second meeting and public hearing is scheduled for Thursday, March 27, 2025, at 3 p.m. If all
candidates are able to appear at the �rst meeting, the second meeting will be canceled.

An a�davit (application) form and instructions may be obtained from, and submitted to:

Kris Peeters
Nicolet College
PO Box 518
Rhinelander, WI 54501
Telephone: (715) 365-4416
E-mail: kpeeters@nicoletcollege.edu
Published February 12, 2025 WNAXLP

44
40

29

1

7700Legals 1

7700Legals 

1

7700Legals 

Page 8  •  Wednesday, February 12, 2025 TOMAHAWK LEADER www.tomahawkleader.com8 LEGALS



DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
MALE PUP! Has Slight Heart Mur-
mur Doesn’t Bother Him. Friendly
$395 715-223-8803 (2/10)s

YORKI POO & HAVAPOO PUP-
PIES! DEW, Vet Ck’d and Shots.
Tri Color Chocolate 715-937-4425
(2/10)

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS $675! AKC YEL-
LOW/BLACK LAB PUPS $800!
GOLDEN/LAB CROSS PUPS
$400! Call 715-671-3092
(#267331) 2/10

YORKI PUP! 1-M Born Dec. 35
Ready 2/12 $700 Cash 715-299-
1988 (2/10)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Herbert F. Jach
AKA Herb Jach

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2025IN09
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 5-
5-1940 and date of death 11-11-2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County,
State of WI, with a mailing address of
N11737 Hwy 17 S., Rhinelander, WI
54501
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is May
16, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: January 24, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Therese A. Jach
721 N. Brown St.
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-490-2225
Published February 5, 12, 19, 2025

WNAXLP

GUN SHOW: February 14-16,
2025, Sunnyview Expo, 500 E. Cty
Rd Y, Oshkosh, WI. Fri 3-8pm, Sat
9am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm. Admis-
sion: $8 (14 & Under FREE)
Buy/Sell/Trade 608-752-6677
www.bobandrocco.com.

PAWS 2 THINK helps feed local
pets in need for those having fi-
nancial difficulties. Donations are
needed: Monetary or dry dog & cat
food, medium to good quality
please. Drop off Tomahawk Ware-
house Liquor, Auntie Em's Resale.
For info, contact 715-612-5866

AKC PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI
PUPS! Born Nov. 16. Vet Ck’d
Lovable $500. 715-644-8704
(2/10)s

WINNEBAGOLAND SPORTS-
MAN’S RUMMAGE SALE! Sat
March 1st. 8am-2pm Adm: $3 New
& Used Sporting Items Fond Du
Lac Fairgrounds 920-922-2373
(2/24)

AKC YELLOW /BLACK LAB
PUPS $800! AKC GOLDEN RE-
TREIVER PUPS $675! GOLDEN
RETRIVER/ LAB CROSS PUPS
$400! Call 715-671-3092
(#267331)2/10

Hay grass mix, no rain. 800#
round bales Beef & bedding
$25/per bale Horse $35/ 50# small
squares, small animal quality De-
livery available DHF Fremont, WI
920-878-0005 No messages

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES
Males/Females Health Guar.
Ready Now $600 715-937-0916
(02/10)

BASEMENT FULL! Antiques, Fish-
ing Gear, Keys, Locks Misc.
Neenah 920-720-3286 (2/10)

CAVAPOO PUPS $500
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)2/10)smBASEMENT FULL! Antiques, Fish-

ing Gear, Keys, Locks Misc.
Neenah 920-720-3286 (2/10) Hand Crafted Garden & Storage

Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Wormed Vet Ck’d Health Guar-
anteed $500 Call 715-470-0458
No Text (#509642) 2/10 amnw

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature unlim-
ited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,
call 1-833-518-2155

German Shepherd/lab
puppies: Good temperament,
3/4 German shepherd, German
shepherd characteristics. Ready
to go. $250. Please call 715-
445-1636

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
IAIN H. GAMMIE
DOD: 09/20/2024

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 25-IN-05
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
06/15/1968 and date of death
09/20/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1152 E. King Rd,
Tomahawk WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 9, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate
Office, Second Floor.
DATE SIGNED: January 16, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Maggie M. McLoone
Weld Riley, S.C.
PO Box 1030
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1030
(715)839-7786
Bar Number: 1119757
Published January 29, February 5, 12,
2025

WNAXLP

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-425-2108 today!

CRANDON WI. 106 Acre Gravel
Pit for sale 3.5mil. Can divide Pit
Stumpage Available Volume Dis-
counts. Also 10 Acre on town rd.
Power Available Land Contract
Available $89,000 Call 715-493-
6121 (2/25)

LAB PUPS FOR SALE 2 Silver 8
Choc. Call 715-379-7861 (2/10)

MOYANDOODLE PUPS! $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)2/10smFLORIDA BOUND EMPTY

TRUCK. Can move household &
Cars – CHEAP! Local 414-520-
1612 PUREBRED GOLDENRE-

TREIVER PUPPIES! Registered
shots, dewormed $300 OBO. 715-
773-1867 Greenwood WI. (2/17)

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer PickupHOMEGROWN BEEF NO IM-

PLANTS! Half $3.05lb Quarter
$3.10lb call 715-470-0458
(am2/10n)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ck’d Ready NOW Can deliver
$700 Call 715-470-0458
(#509642) 2/10 amsm

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

YORKI POM PUPPIES! Playful,
Socialized, Attractive, Very People
Friendly, Shots Ready Feb 7th.
Parents on site$350. 715-229-
2964 (2/10)

44
51

18

The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Department will
accept quotations on the following materials:

One (1) 95 inch wide by 67 inch high by 65 foot long (95” x 67” x
65’), galvanized steel arch culvert delivered to the installation site
between July 1, 2025 and August 31, 2025 with the actual date
and time to be determined by May 31, 2025.

Sealed quotations will be accepted until 3:00 p.m., Thursday,
February 27, 2025. Quotations will be opened and read at 3:30 pm
that day. Quotations will be prepared for consideration by the
Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee at the
March 10, 2025 Forestry Committee meeting.

For further information and speci�cations, contact the Lincoln
County Forestry, Land and Parks Department, 801 N. Sales Street,
Merrill, Wisconsin. Phone (715) 539-1034.

The Committee reserves the right to reject any or all quotations
and accept any quotation or portion thereof they deem most
advantageous to Lincoln County.

Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee

Published February 12, 2025 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF QUOTATIONS
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LOCATION AND HOURS OF
LINCOLN COUNTY POLLING PLACES

At the Spring Primary to be held on
February 18, 2025 in Lincoln County, the
following are the designated polling places:
PRECINCT POLLING LOCATION
Town of Birch Birch Town Hall, W4762 County Rd H
Town of Bradley Bradley Town Hall, 1518 West Mohawk Dr
Town of Corning Corning Town Hall, N1569 State Rd 64
Town of Harding Harding Town Hall, N3246 County Road E
Town of Harrison Harrison Town Hall, N10095 County Road B
Town of King King Town Hall, W4450 County Road A
Town of Merril Merrill Town Hall, W4594 Progress Ave
Town of Pine River Pine River Town Hall, N1647 Deer Run Ave
Town of Rock Falls Rock Falls Town Hall, W5895 Rock Falls Dr
Town of Russell Russell Town Hall, N5335 Bradley Street
Town of Schley Schley Town Hall, W1696 County Rd C
Town of Scott Scott Town Hall, N563 Lake Rd
Town of Skanawan Skanawan Town Hall, N8506 County Road H
Town of Somo Somo Town Hall, N12070 Fire Station Rd
Town of Tomahawk Tomahawk Town Hall, Inter. Hwy 86 & Hwy. O
Town of Wilson Wilson Town Hall, N10802 County Road CC

CITY OF TOMAHAWK POLLING LOCATION
District 1, Wards 1-2 SARA Park Activities Center, 900 West

Somo Ave
District 2, Wards 3-4 SARA Park Activities Center, 900 West

Somo Ave
District 3, Wards 4-5 SARA Park Activities Center, 900 West

Somo Ave

CITY OF MERRILL POLLING LOCATION
District 1, Ward 1 Bierman Building, 303 N Sales Street
District 2, Ward 4 City Hall, 1004 E. First St
District 3, Wards 5, 14 Bierman Building, 303 N Sales Street
District 4, Wards 7, 9 Smith Center, 1100 Marc Drive
District 5, Wards 8, 10 Smith Center, 1100 Marc Drive
District 6, Ward 11 Bierman Building, 303 N Sales Street
District 7, Wards 6, 12, 13, 16 City Hall, 1004 E. First St
District 8, Wards 2, 3, 15 Bierman Building, 303 N Sales St

• Contact your municipal clerk if you have any
questions concerning your polling place.
• All polling places will open 7:00 a.m. and will
close at 8:00 p.m.
• All polling places are accessible to elderly and
disabled voters.

Christopher J Marlowe, Lincoln County Clerk

Published February 12, 2025 WNAXLP

GLAZIER WANTED: Busy glass
shop in Minocqua, WI seeking
experienced glazier to join our
team. Duties to include all types
of residential and commercial
glass work. HT Glass offers
competitive wages, Paid vaca-
tion and holidays, IRA plan with
employer match & year-end
bonuses. Willing to assist the
right candidate in moving to the
Minocqua area. Apply or request
application to: htglassminoc-
qua@gmail.com or in person

CONVENTION & EXPO
CENTER AT CEDAR CREEK

10101 MARKET ST
ROTHCHILD, WI

50TH ANNUAL MOTORCYCLE
SWAP MEET IN WAUSAU

SAT. FEB. 22, 2025 10AM-4PM
Motorcycles, parts old & new

Leather goods & more.
For more info: call (715) 571-1802

NOTICE OF QUOTATIONS 44
28

15

The Lincoln County Highway Department/Committee is seeking to
contract with an individual or entity to perform the following pulver-
izing jobs, supply asphaltic material, and emulsion oil:

Pulverizing the following roads: 1.54 miles on CTHA from Hwy. 51
to CTHANorth, 2.11 miles on CTH U from USH 8 to CTHA, 1.5 miles
of CTH C from CTH JJ to CTH K, 1.48 on CTH E miles from Hwy. 86
south to the bridge going over the Spirit River and Town Roads, there
may be LRIP/CHI Projects.

Supply Asphaltic Material: Purchase approximately 35,000 tons of
asphaltic material (LT Mix, PG 58S-28 and MT Mix, PG 58S-34) for
WisDOT, County Road and Town Road projects. Some of these pro-
jects are part of the LRIP, TRI, and CHI programs.

Emulsion Oil: Purchase an approximate total quantity of +/-65,000
gallons of Emulsion Oil including application, to be applied on various
roadways within the County and any Towns that request Chip Seal-
ing, which may include LRIP Projects.

Detailed speci�cations and instructions may be obtained from Jason
Lemmer, Lincoln County Highway Commissioner (715.539.2554) at
the Highway Department (100 Cooper Street, Merrill, WI 54452), or
online at www.co.lincoln.wi.us. Proposals must conform to the re-
quirements of the speci�cations and instructions.

Proposals must be received by the Highway Department on or before
2:00 PM on Tuesday, February 25, 2025 and will be publicly opened
at the Highway Department O�ce located at 100 Cooper Street, Mer-
rill at 2:10, 2:15, and 2:20 PM that day.

Published February 5 & 12, 2025 WNAXLP

Interior & exterior. Painting, stain-
ing, wall repair, power washing.
Dry wall, carpentry, tiling, plumbing
& electrical. 33 yrs experience. In-
sured. Call Dave 715-966-6211

Local Concrete Contractor look-
ing to fill multiple positions. Pay
based on experience. $18-$27/hr.
Company offers 401k, paid vaca-
tion & company bonus plan. Call
715-453-7100.

The Log Church in Tripoli, WI
is seeking a part-time pastor
to serve the congregation by
faithfully teaching the entire
gospel of the Word of God

and leading Sunday
worship services. We are

a non-denominational
Christian Community church

located in rural Lincoln County.
For consideration and more

information, submit a
cover letter and resume to:
logchurchtripoli@gmail.com

MEUNIER'S CARPET & Uphol-
stery Cleaning. Professional
cleaning at affordable rates. Resi-
dential & commercial. Tomahawk,
262-208-6384.
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USDA, DNR: Wolf 
depredates pet dog in 

Lincoln County

Fishing Report: Deep ice 
should lead to good late-

season, early spring action
BY GEORGE LANGLEY

NORTHERN WISCON-
SIN – We have been blessed 
with mostly normal winter 
weather lately, and this 
has resulted in some great 
ice conditions out there. It 
looks like we’ve got some 
typical cold for February 
coming this week. 

Those going out will 
find 20 to 26 inches of  ice 
on most bodies of  water. 
People are driving out there 
with abandon – which is a 
very nice change from last 
year! 

Walleye fishing is good 
for this time of  year, with 
anglers still getting some 
fish in the late evenings us-
ing tip-ups, and the after-
dark bit is still hot. Some of  
the lakes on the Chain have 
been productive for fish, es-
pecially in the holes and in 
deeper water. Thicker ice 
has meant that we can now 
get around better for those 
longer jaunts out to those 
better spots. On the larger 
lakes with more depth, day-
time jigging with vertical 
jigs tipped with minnow 
heads is getting much bet-
ter. Look for 20 to 35 feet of  
water in some relation to 
rock bars and drop-o�s.

Northern fishing has 
also been good. Look for the 
panfish spots to produce the 

best northern fishing, gen-
erally in or near weeds. The 
greener the weeds, the bet-
ter. As we have mentioned 
many times, a great way 
for an afternoon of  fishing 
is to set up for the evening 
– tip-ups for northerns with 
large shiners and then one 
jigging pole, fishing for 
bluegills or perch.

Panfish action has been 
pretty good for everything, 
with both bluegills and 
perch in those weeds, and 
crappie fishing in deeper 
water. Waxies or red spikes 
work very well for both of  
these fish. Vertical jigging 
with waxies on small, flashy 
jigs, along with tip-downs 
tipped with small minnows, 
work well. Crappie fishing 
remains the favorite now, 
right up until the ice-out 
comes in April.

It’s so nice to have a “nor-
mal” ice fishing year, and 
to be looking at what seems 
to be a normal weather pat-
tern for this time of  the year. 
Get out there and enjoy this 
ice and this weather. We’ve 
built it so deep that we’re 
sure to have a great late-sea-
son coming for that panfish 
bite. With this in mind, we 
should have a fantastic early 
spring fishing season, too! 

Good luck and good fish-
in’!

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOWN OF PINE RIVER 
– The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of  Natural Resources 
(DNR) last week announced 
that a wolf  depredated a pet 
dog in the Town of  Pine Riv-
er in Lincoln County. 

U.S. Department of  Ag-
riculture (USDA) Wildlife 
Services verified the depre-
dation on Sunday, Feb. 2.

DNR said it encourages 
pet owners to monitor for 
wolf  activity and exercise 
increased vigilance when 
pets are outside for extend-
ed periods of  time, especial-

ly at night or during times 
of  low visibility.

The DNR partners with 
the USDA Wildlife Services 
department to investigate re-
ported conflicts with wolves. 

Interactive maps, past re-
ports and damage payment 
information are available 
on the DNR’s website at 
www.tinyurl.com/f89rsbw5. 

Livestock producers who 
suspect a wolf  or bear has 
depredated or is harass-
ing livestock can contact 
USDA Wildlife Services at 
1-800-228-1368 (northern 
Wisconsin) or 1-800-433-0663 
(southern Wisconsin).

CALL TODAY TO 
PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED AD! 
715-453-2151

 advertise
715-453-2151



NOTICE OF REFERENDUM
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF TOMAHAWK

FEBRUARY 18, 2025
Referendum Election Details
At an election to be held in the School District of Tomahawk on February 18, 2025, the following proposed Revenue Limit Resolution of the School Board will be submitted to a vote of the people:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET TO EXCEED REVENUE LIMIT BY
$3,250,000 PER YEAR FOR FOUR YEARS FOR NON-RECURRING PURPOSES

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of the School District of Tomahawk, Lincoln and Oneida Counties, Wisconsin that the revenues included in the School District
budget be authorized to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000 per year beginning with the 2025-2026 school year and
ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current educational programming and ongoing facility maintenance needs.

Ballot Text
The question will appear on the ballot as follows:

“Shall the School District of Tomahawk, Lincoln and Oneida Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by
$3,250,000 per year beginning with the 2025-2026 school year and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current
educational programming and ongoing facility maintenance needs?”

Explanation
The referendum election ballot will ask District electors to vote “yes” or “no” on the referendum election question as set forth above.
A “yes” vote on the question is a vote to authorize the School District of Tomahawk budget to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000 per year
beginning with the 2025-2026 school year and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current educational programming and ongoing
facility maintenance needs.
A “no” vote on the question is a vote to deny the School District of Tomahawk the authority to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000 per year
beginning with the 2025-2026 school year and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current educational programming and ongoing
facility maintenance needs.
In the event a majority of the electors voting on the question vote “yes”, the District will be authorized to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000
per year beginning with the 2025-2026 school year and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current educational programming and
ongoing facility maintenance needs; if a majority vote “no” on the question set forth above, the District will not be so authorized.
Location and Hours of Polling Places
Information as to the location of the polling places is available in the District O�ce at 1048 East King Road, Tomahawk, Wisconsin.
All polling places will be open at 7:00 A.M. and will close at 8:00 P.M. All polling places are accessible to elderly and disabled voters.1
If you have any questions concerning your polling place, contact the municipal clerk:

Town of Little Rice, Chris Sully
3737 County Rd Y, Tomahawk WI 54487
715-224-2591
Tuesdays 10am – 2pm

Town of Nokomis, Wendy Smith
2541 Lake Nokomis Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-453-4801
Tues, Thurs. 4:30-7pm, 2nd Saturday 8-10am

Town of Skanawan, Loyetta Gitter
N8506 County Rd H, Irma, WI 54442
715-966-2605
By appointment

Town of King, Georgene Linden
W4450 County Rd. A, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-908-0001
By appointment

Town of Rock Falls, Diane Chambers
W5895 Rock Falls Dr., Irma, WI 54442
715-536-5039
By appointment

Town of Harrison, Kathy Voermans
N10455 County Rd D, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-453-3395
By appointment

Town of Bradley, Kari Kiser
Box 325, Tomahawk WI 54487
715-453-3326
Monday 8am-4pm, Tues-Thurs 8am-12:30pm

Town of Wilson, Jane Kaczmarek
PO Box 566, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-453-6090
Tuesdays 8-12

Town of Birch, Megan Webb
W4762 County Rd H, Irma, WI 54442
920-723-0673
By appointment

City of Tomahawk, Amanda Bartz
PO Box 469, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-453-4040
Monday – Friday, 8am-12pm, 1pm-5pm

Town of Tomahawk, Jesse Ho¡man
W8904 State Hwy 86, Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-254-4651
By appointment

1 THIS NOTICE MUST CONTAIN A STATEMENT ABOUT THE ACCESSIBILITY TO THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED FOR EACH POLLING PLACE. IF ANY POLLING PLACES ARE NOT
ACCESSIBLE OR IN COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW, CONTACT THE ELECTIONS COMMISSION.
Notice of Meeting of the School District Board of Canvassers
By no later than 9 a.m. on the Tuesday after the election, the school district board of canvassers shall convene, pursuant to the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 19.84, for the purpose of conducting the
school district canvass pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 7.53(3). This meeting will be open to the public pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-89.
Information to Electors2
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, an elector shall:

• state their name and address
• show an acceptable form of photo identi�cation*
• sign the poll book**

*If an elector does not have acceptable photo identi
cation, the elector may obtain a free photo ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.
**If the elector is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write the word “exempt.”
If an elector is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving their residence if the elector provides proof of residence.
Where ballots are distributed to electors, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballot.3
Upon being permitted to vote, the elector shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and cast their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than speci�ed here. Sample ballots
or other materials to assist the elector in marking their ballot may be taken into the booth and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.
An elector who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the elector’s minor child or minor ward.
An election o�cial may inform the elector of the proper manner for casting a vote but the o�cial may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice.
Assistance for Voting
An elector may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the elector declares to the presiding o�cial that they are unable to read, have di�culty reading, writing, or understanding
English, or that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected individual rendering assistance may not be the elector’s employer or an agent of that employer or an o�cer or agent
of a labor organization which represents the elector.
Where Paper Ballots are Used
On referendum questions, the elector shall make a mark (X) in the square next to “yes” if in favor of the question, or the elector shall make a mark (X) in the square next to “no” if opposed to the question.
Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
On referendum questions, the elector shall �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to “yes” if in favor of the question, or the elector shall �ll in the oval or connect the arrow next to “no” if opposed to
the question.
When using an electronic ballot marking device (“Automark,” “ExpressVote,” Clear Access or “ImageCast Evolution-ICE”) to mark an optical scan ballot on referendum questions, the elector shall
touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select “yes” if in favor of the question, or the elector shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select “no” if opposed to the question.
Where Touch Screen Voting is Used
On referendum questions, the elector shall touch the screen at “yes” if in favor of the question, or the elector shall touch the screen at “no” if opposed to the question.
After Voting the Ballot
After an o�cial paper ballot is marked, it shall be folded so the inside marks do not show, but so the printed endorsements and inspectors’ initials on the outside do show. The elector shall deposit the
voted ballot in the ballot box or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit and shall leave the polling place promptly.
After an o�cial optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the security sleeve, so the marks do not show. The elector may insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve or
deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. If a central count system is used, the elector shall insert the ballot in the ballot box and discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit.
The elector shall leave the polling place promptly.
After an o�cial touch screen ballot is cast, the elector shall leave the polling place promptly.
Spoiling Ballots
If an elector spoils a paper or optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election o�cial who shall issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one
elector. If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the elector shall return it to the election o�cial who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.4
The elector may spoil a touch screen ballot at the voting station before the ballot is cast.
The following is a sample of the o�cial ballot:

O�cial Referendum Ballot
February 18, 2025

Notice to Voters: If you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by two election inspectors. If you are voting absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or deputy
clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without initials. (See end of ballot for initials).

Persons with questions regarding the referendum election should contact Wendell Quesinberry, District Administrator.
Done in the School District of Tomahawk

on February 12, 2025
Deborah Velleux

District Clerk

440552

Instructions to Voters

If you make a mistake on your ballot or have a question, ask an election inspector for help. (Absentee voters: contact your municipal clerk).
To vote in favor of a question, make an "X" or other mark in the square next to "Yes," like this: 
To vote against a question, make an "X" or other mark in the square next to "No," like this: 

School District

Question: Shall the School District of Tomahawk, Lincoln and Oneida Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed the revenue limit speci�ed in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $3,250,000 per year beginning
with the 2025-2026 school year and ending with the 2028-2029 school year, for non-recurring purposes, including expenses to maintain current educational programming and ongoing facility maintenance needs?

Yes

No
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CRANDON – On Mon-
day, Feb. 3, the Tomahawk 
Middle School wrestling 
team competed in an eight-

team scramble in Cran-
don.

Also taking part were 
Crandon, John Muir Blue, 
MHLT, Rhinelander, Wa-
beno/Laona, Three Lakes 

and Florence. No team 
scores were kept.

The following Toma-
hawk wrestlers came away 
with at least one victory on 
the night: Brayden Nowak, 

RJ Guzman, Brant-
ley Budzynski, Dustin 
Dermer, Charlee Lund, 
Cooper McMeekin, Hec-
tor Luna Perez, Christian 
Hock, Adam Massa, Hallie 

Pierce, Pryce Roberts, Lay-
ton Taves, Victoria Towle 
and Latrell Williams.

This week’s action
The middle school 

Hatchet grapplers were 
back in action on Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, for a conference 
scramble in Wisconsin 
Rapids.



44
51

42
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Signing Day held for Palmer, Larson, Amelse
Brayden Larson and familyAlli Palmer and familyPictured, from left, are Brayden Larson, Jack Amelse and Alli Palmer. 

Photos courtesy of Ryan Flynn

Larson, Amelse and teammates

Palmer and teammates

Jack Amelse and family

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – A Signing 
Day was held on Wednes-
day, Feb. 5 for three Toma-
hawk High School (THS) 
students who will be con-
tinuing their athletic ca-
reers at the next level.

Alli Palmer will be com-
peting in cross country at 
UW-River Falls, Brayden 
Larson will be playing foot-
ball at UW-Oshkosh and 

Jack Amelse will be play-
ing football at UW-Stevens 
Point.

The Tomahawk High 
School Activities Depart-
ment in a release said it is 
“pleased share and congrat-
ulate three student-athletes 
from our senior class of  
2025 on their commitments 
to continue their athletic 
careers at the collegiate 
level.”

“We have had the plea-

sure of  watching each of  
you grow up within our 
community, represent our 
school on the playing fields 
and in competitions, and 
we cannot be more proud 
and happy for you on your 
future endeavors,” the de-
partment stated. “Congrat-
ulations and best of  luck on 
your new journey. Once a 
Hatchet, always a Hatchet, 
as you continue into your 
next phase of  life.”

Hatchet grapplers capture conference 
title in dominant fashion

Photo courtesy of Dane Borchardt

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
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MINOCQUA – The Toma-
hawk High School boys’ 
wrestling team delivered a 
dominant performance at 
the Great Northern Confer-
ence (GNC) Tournament at 
Lakeland High School on 
Saturday, Feb. 7, bringing 
home the conference title.

After an undefeated 5-0 
season in conference dual 
meets, the Hatchets capped 
o� their dominance by 
winning the tournament 
with an impressive 457 
team points, well ahead of  

second-place Mosinee (319) 
and third-place Medford 
(289).

Hudson Evans (165 lbs.), 
Blake Younker (190 lbs.) 
and Nathan Norman (215 
lbs.) claimed individual 
conference championships.

In addition to their cham-
pions, nine other Toma-
hawk wrestlers earned All-
Conference honors.

Second-place finishers 
were Tyler Waller (106), 
Jack Derleth (132), Wal-
ter Horabik (138), Zander 
Zehner (144), Fletcher Bau-
mann (150) and Miles Mc-

Gowan (157), while Zach 
Larson (120), Harmon Ho�-
man (126), and Ethan Gi-
beault (HWT) earned third 
place.

With 12 All-Conference 
wrestlers, the Hatchets 
showcased their depth, de-
termination and teamwork 
throughout the tourna-
ment.

This week’s action
The Tomahawk grap-

plers will now turn their 
attention to the Regional 
tournament in Hayward on 
Saturday, Feb. 15.

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 220
The Tomahawk Leader will feature one local 
sports trivia question per week, provided by 
the late Bob Skubal, coach, historian, and 
author of “History of Tomahawk Sports.” Email 
leadernews@mmclocal.com if you know the 
answer! 

The first person to tell us the correct answer 
each week will have their name published in 
the paper if they wish, along with their correct 
answer to the question. 

Week 219 question: Who did the 1983 THS 
softball team defeat in the first round of 
Sectionals: Nekoosa, Cadott or Ellsworth?

Week 219 answer: The 1983 THS softball 
team defeated Cadott 7-4 in the first round of 
Sectionals. Cadott did not pitch their number 
one pitcher, Sally Peters. They were saving her 
for the second game. Tomahawk scored seven 
times in the first inning for the win. Tomahawk 
went into the game with a 10-6 record.

Congrats to Ann Zacharias for being the first to 
correctly answer last week’s question!

Week 220 question: Who did the 
1983 THS softball team defeat in the 
Sectional finals: Nekoosa, Ellsworth 
or Unity?



Better begins at Aspirus Health.

At Aspirus Health, we are committed to your well-being and building
healthy communities. That’s why Aspirus leads first by caring, along with
a strong dedication to excellence.

Better begins
with great care.

Find an Aspirus provider.

call 800.847.4707
visit aspirus.org
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Tomahawk swimmers take 
second place at GNC meet

Both of Tomahawk’s 400 free relays made the podium.

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

RHINELANDER – The 
Tomahawk High School 
boys’ swim team set 23 
personal records at the 
Great Northern Conference 
(GNC) meet in Rhinelander 
on Friday, Feb. 7.

Rhinelander set eight new 
conference records in their 
463-point win. Tomahawk 
finished second with 235 
points, while Shawano/Sey-
mour (Div. I) rounded out the 
top three with 168 points.

All three Hatchet relays 
finished second, to secure 
silver medals. Members of  
those teams were Sam Za-
strow, Jack Amelse, Zach 
Germano, Connor Ger-
mano, Dane DeKiep and 
Bruce Peetz. 

Every single Tomahawk 

swimmer had a personal 
best, with Zach Germano 
dropping four seconds in 
his second-place finish in 
the breaststroke. 

Both of  the Hatchets’ 400 
free relays made the po-
dium, while the 200 medley 
relay just missed the school 
record by .41 seconds. 

Coach Theresa L’Esperance 
noted that the boys are “plan-
ning on breaking that record 
next week.”

Several new swimmers 
also contributed to the scor-
ing. Nathan Rosenmeier 
showed his prowess in the 
100 breaststroke, and Brock 
Fischer also reduced his 500 
time significantly. 

“Michael Lucus is new to 
swimming, and he revealed 
that swimming is quite 
fun,” L’Esperance stated.

Pictured is 
Sam Zastrow 
swimming 
the �y in the 
medley.
Photos 
courtesy 
of Theresa 
L’Esperance

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
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EAU CLAIRE – The Tom-
ahawk High School girls’ 
wrestling team recently 
competed in Eau Claire and 
Merrill.

Eau Claire
The Lady Hatchet grap-

plers traveled to Eau Claire 
on Saturday, Feb. 1, to take 
part in a tournament.

The Tomahawk girls ulti-
mately earned third place out 
of 28 teams. With 274 points, 
the Hatchets finished behind 
only Forest Lake, Minn., 
(374.5 points) and Apple Val-
ley, Minn. (281.5 points). 

This strong result was 
especially significant, as 
the Lady Hatchets avenged 
earlier losses this season to 
Merrill (269 points) and Eau 
Claire North (206 points), 
surpassing them in the final 
standings.

The team’s success re-
flects their growth and re-
silience, as they continue 
to compete at a high level 
against top-tier teams. Indi-
vidual achievements were 
spread across the roster, 
with several wrestlers earn-
ing notable placements. 

Schertz, McGovern and 
Haring each finished 13th, 
while Cerkes, Roberts and 
Voermans took 9th. Gabrich 
placed seventh, Kraklow and 
Rosenmeier earned sixth, 
and Thompson and Long 
claimed fourth. Giebeault 
and Peissig also earned 
strong second-place finishes. 
Waring, Palmer and Molitor 
contributed with solid per-
formances as well.

Merrill
The Lady Hatchets deliv-

ered an impressive perfor-
mance at the Merrill Invita-
tional on Friday, Feb. 7.

The team finished in sec-

ond place with 249 points, 
narrowly behind the host 
team, Merrill, who took the 
top spot with 259 points. 

The Lady Hatchets sur-
passed the number one-
ranked Wausau West team, 
who finished with 239 
points, marking a significant 
achievement for the squad. 

This strong showing 
highlights the continued 
improvement and growth of  
the Lady Hatchets through-
out the season.

The team had numer-
ous standout performances 
at the tournament. Lydia 
Shaney finished in 11th 
place, while Abbey Carr 
and Reese Molitor took 
10th. Camryn Kraklow se-
cured 8th place, followed by 
Norah Mann, Grace War-
ing and Alicia Voermans, 
who all finished in seventh. 
Julia McGovern finished in 
sixth place, while Aubrey 
Tollefson earned fifth. Ab-
bie Rosenmeier fought hard 
to take fourth place. Kaylee 
Roberts, with her contin-
ued improvement, finished 
third, while Elise Gibeault, 
Payton Haring and Kami 
Gabrich all earned second-
place finishes. 

Lady Hatchets who se-
cured first-place finishes 
were Kylie Peissig, Cadence 
Thompson, and Gracie 
Long.

The Lady Hatchets strong 
performance is a direct 
result of their hard work, 
dedication, and coachabil-
ity. With every meet, the 
team continues to improve 
in technique, endurance and 
strategy. 

This week’s action
The Tomahawk girls’ 

wrestlers will take part 
in the WIAA Regional at 
Wausau West High School 
on Friday, Feb. 14.

Alicia Voermans took ninth place in Eau Claire.

Cadence Thompson was among Tomahawk’s �rst-place 
�nishers in Merrill.

Molitor gets the pin in Merrill. Photos by Ella Peissig




