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Across the
Galaxy 1s
this weekend

The Merrill Ice Reflections Figure Skating Club
will present Skating Across the Galaxy, their annual
show this weekend, on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 6 p.m. and
Sunday, Feb. 9, at 1 p.m. at the Merrill Area Recreation
Complex. Tickets are $10, and children 3 and under
are free, and tickets are available at the door, in
advance at the Merrill Chamber of Commerce, or
online at merrillskate.org. “Everyone is welcome to
join us and watch our skaters showcase their talents,”
said Kelly Kraegenbrink, a member of the Merrill Ice
Reflections Board.

The Merrill Ice Reflections Figure Skating Club has
86 members, two professional figure skating coaches—
Montana Grabowsky and Brooklyn Kraegenbrink,
and three junior coaches—Madison Altman-Wendt,
Chloe Belant, and Leah Freyer. The club also has one
intern coach, Korina Kraegenbrink.

Established in 1995 as a non-profit organization in
association with U.S. Figure Skating, the club holds
weekly lessons on Wednesday evenings for Basic
Skills and on Sunday evenings for Advanced Skaters.
Private coaching is also available to members.

Alum Cans
over regular
price thru

Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 3:45 PM
(715) 298-9330

2900 SHERMAN WAUSAU, WI

North Central Power
Equipment LLC.

FULL SERVICE

ON ALL BRANDS
Snowblowers, tillers,
mowers, chainsaws,
log splitters & more.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

North Central Power Equipment
715-370-3002

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau ¢ 1 mile N of Fleet Farm. Hwy K, then E on Emery to S on Dixie
Open M-F 8-4:30

443398
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Firefighters and moms stand with dancers holding signs before they head out of town bound for the State Competition.
In center from L to R: Heather Wallace, Merrill Dance Team members Emma Wallace, Molly White (the star of the show),
Tatianna Anderson, and Vanessa Wolfe holding signs, and mom, Erin White, just before Molly, Emma, Vanessa, Heather, and
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Erin left for LaCrosse Saturday morning.
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White named All State Champion
in solo dance at WACPC
State Dance Competition

BY TINA L. SCOTT

EDITOR
Amelia  “Molly”  White,
a Senior at Merrill High

School, went to the Wisconsin
Association of Cheer/Pom
Coaches (WACPC) State Dance
Competition this past weekend,
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2025.

Last Tuesday, Jan. 28, at the
Boys Varsity Basketball game,
Molly’s Dance Teammates and
the crowd helped -celebrate
Molly’s impending trip to State,
and on Saturday morning,
some of her Dance Teammates
came out to cheer her on
and see her off. The Merrill
Police Department and Fire
Department  provided her

with an escort out of town as Molly
and her family and a small group of
supporters left in the morning, bound  weekend at DC Everest and went to

Molly White celebrates her All-

Championship win on Saturday, Feb. 1, 2025.

State as a competitor in the D4
Solo Dance Routine Competition
where she competed with
her routine against 19 other
soloists. The top 10 performers
were announced as All State
Champions, and Molly earned a
spotin the top 10 as a member of
this year’s All State Team.

“Congratulations Molly!
We are very proud of you! We
wish you all the best in your
continued success as you begin
your next adventure in College
in the fall!” Coaches Amanda
White and Coach Sarah Fuchs
said in a celebratory Facebook
post on the Merrill Dance Team
Facebook page.

State Solo Dance

Submitted photo.

for LaCrosse.

Molly was announced as a qualifier
at the Regional event held the previous

Mom, Erin White, couldn’t
be prouder and had a hard time
trying to take photos because she

See WHITE page 3

Merrill girl holds cupcake fundraiser
in memory of little brother

12-year-old Julia
Skaar hopes
to bake 1,000
cupcakes to raise
funds for area
charities

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Julia Skaar had a little
brother she loves and
continues to miss dearly. In
her own words, “Three years
ago, my family was in a fatal
car crash. We were hit by a
drunk driver. Everyone was
devastated. In that crash, my
best friend went to heaven.”

On Sept. 17, 2022, Julia’s
little brother, 8-year-old Ian
Skaar, died in that crash,
Julia’s  mother  sustained

serious injuries from which
she later recovered, and Julia
and her father sustained minor
injuries. In an instant, the
family’s entire world changed,
but their faith and their family
has continued to draw strength
as they cling closer to one
another. Faith and family
holds them up.

“As a family, we lost a part
of our hearts in 2022,” said
Leah Skaar. “As a family, we
continue to love, support each
other, and walk with each
other through this season of
pain.”

Three years ago, in 2023
just months after losing her
brother, Julia decided to hold
a cupcake fundraiser to raise
money for charity, in memory
of her little brother, Ian.
She called it “Julia’s Little
Cups Fundraiser... In Loving
Memory of Ian Thomas Skaar”

See CUPCAKE page 2

L More photos onllne
E merrlllfotonews com

Julia Skaar shown with a batch of her cupcakes from
her 2024 fundraiser. Submitted photo.
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CUPCAKE and deeper impact than of Russell Fire Department,
other choices,” Julia said. Town of Russell First
f rom page 1 In her first year of the Responders, Merrill Fire
and started taking orders fundraiser, Julia baked Department, and Luther
for and baking cupcakes. more than 900 cupcakes, Memorial Church.

“It was on Julia’s heart
to create ‘Julia’s Little Cups
Fundraiser ... In Loving
Memory of Ian,”” Leah said.

“I want to spread the

raising $4,641. She divided
the funds equally among
some of her favorite
charities: Aspirus Merrill
Hospital, Aspirus Wausau

word of Jesus and how
some choices have a bigger

Hospital, Marshfield

Children’s Hospital, Town

Koblitz

Law Office, LLC

Integrity ® Compassion ® Commitment
Accepting IN-PERSON
Appointments in Merrill

February 24th-28th, 2025
Serving Merrill and Central Wisconsin

* Cost-Effective and Comprehensive
Estate Planning solutions
including Wills, Revocable Trusts,
Medicaid Asset Protection Trusts,
Special Needs Trusts, LLCs and
Powers of Attorney

* Probate Avoidance

* Offer both in-person and virtual
appointments throughout the year.

* New Office located in Craig
Nienow office building at
1105 E Main St., Merrill

* Probate Administration Assistance
Call, email or sign-up on
the website for your free

consultation and quote.
“Dan was so helpful and easy to work with. He listened to our needs
and drafted all our estate planning documents in a timely manner.
‘We were very pleased with his professionalism and concern.
It was a pleasure working with him.”

- Ted & Sallie
www.koblitzlawfirm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlawfirm.com
301- 960 5857

“Although our process is primarily remote, in-p are also
intermittently throughout the year. Please call or eiriaillus PO celdetailsl2

Merill Native
Dan C. Koblitz
Attorney &
Counselor
at Law

Tabl

The next year, she did it
again. That was in 2024, and
Julia made 750 cupcakes to
meet the demand, raising
$3,450. She divided the funds
equally, making donations
to: Luther Memorial
Church, Aspirus Wausau
Hospital, Aspirus Merrill
Hospital, Marshfield
Children’s Hospital, Merrill
Fire Department, Aspirus
Medivac, Merrill Wrestling,
St. John Lutheran Church
& School, Town of Russell
First Responders, and Town
of Russell Fire Department.

A new goal to sell
1,000 cupcakes

This year, as 12-year-
old Julia begins her Third
Annual Julia’s  Little
Cups Fundraiser in loving
memory of her brother,
she has raised the bar even
further and is prepared to
bake even more cupcakes.
“She writes out her
fundraiser business plan
each year,” Leah said. “I
know she’d like to crush
the last two years’ orders
and do more.”

When asked specifically,
Julia said her goal is to sell
1,000 cupcakes.

“She is selling Vanilla,
Chocolate or Strawberry
Love cupcakes, 4 cupcakes
for $15,” a Facebook
post said. “Buy some for

yourself and for your
Valentine!”
Meeting this goal would

raise $3,750 in cupcake
sales, and Julia often
gets additional donations
from people who don’t

A collection of pictures of Julia Skaar with her little brother, lan Skaar.
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Submitted photo.

necessarily need cupcakes
but just want to support
her cause. This year Julia
plans to donate the funds
she raises to the D.A.R.E.
Program in Lincoln County,
Merrill Wrestling, and the
Gleason First Responders.
In her own words, Julia
wrote in her business
plan: “I chose the D.A.R.E.
Program because I find a
(sic)importance in teaching
others about drugs. Also
on how drugs effect (sic)
life. T also chose Merrill
Wrestling because Ian’s life
is all about wrestling and I
never want to see wrestling
stop. And I am also going

to give to the Gleason First
Responders because they
helped me and my family in
knowing what to do.”

Supporting
Julia’s Little Cups
Fundraiser ... In
Memory of lan
Thomas Skaar

Cupcakes must be
ordered in advance, and
orders are being accepted
now through Feb. 13, 2025.
Call or text Julia’s mom,
Leah Skaar, at 715.551.9096
to place an order and
specify your choice of
flavors. Checks should
be made payable to Leah

Skaar.

Cupcake pickup will be
on Saturday, Feb. 15, from
12 noon to 4 p.m. at St. John
Lutheran School, 1104 E.
Third St. in Merrill.

For those who wish to
donate but do not want
to purchase cupcakes,
donations can be sent via
Venmo to: @tom-skaar-2
or by mail to: Leah Skaar,
N5177 St. Rd. 17, Gleason
WI 54435.

“Thank you for reading
and for taking part in
healing Julia’s broken
heart. Muchlove, Tom, Leah
& Julia” the fundraiser post
on Facebook ended.

Trinity for FREE!
We are a full-day 4K-8th

environment.

QOP‘NTO LEARN Mokg

"TRINITY MERRILL;

OPEN . |
HOUSE "

FEBRUARY 11TH | 5:00-7:00PM
611 W. MAIN ST. MERRILL, WI 54452

You're invited to come meet our principal
and teachers, learn more about our school,
and learn how you could send your child to

grade school that is dedicated to
providing a Christ-centered education to where students
grow academically and spiritually in a nurturing

Please park in the church parking lot or behind
the school and enter through door 1 or 2.
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Rachel Crockett
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WHITE
from page 1

was crying. “Her dad and
I are so incredibly proud
of her—her dedication,

resilience, and hard work,
and we can’t wait to see
what comes next!”
said.

Erin

“There’s no other feeling
like being on that podium!”
Molly said of her win. “It
was a great way to end my
four years with Merrill
Dance Team!!”

Heather Wallace,
mother of Emma Wallace
and Vanessa Wolfe, two
members of the Dance
Team, was one of the

The Merrill Dance Team was super excited to be sending
Molly White (center bottom row holding flowers) off to State

Competition for Solo Dance.

Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

Presents

Merrill Ice Reflections
Figure Skating Club

Skating Across the Galaxy
Saturday, February 8, 2025 » 6 pm
Sunday, February 9, 2025 » 1 pm

At the MARC Smith Center

Tickets are $10 and may be purchased at the
Merrill Chamber of Commerce office during regular
business hours or Wednesdays at the MARC from

5:30-9:30 pm or at the door the day of the show.
Children 3 and under are FREE

Parents/Guardians:

September 1, 2025.

WEIC@OME
K NDERG/ARTEN!

Merrill Area Public Schools
2025-2026 Kindergarten

Merrill Area Public Schools recently mailed a letter and
postcard to the parents and/or guardians of Kindergartners
for the 2025-2026 school year asking if their child will be
attending public, private or another school setting. To be
eligible for kindergarten, your child must be 5 on or before

If you did not receive a mailing from Merrill Area Public
Schools, please contact Sarah Fuchs at 715-536-4581,
Ext. 10007 or sarah.fuchs@mapsedu.org and she will

[©

roster. Thank you.

include your child in the census and put on our kindergarten

443437

supporters who  went
to LaCrosse with her
daughter to cheer Molly on.
“Molly was one of the Team
Captains this year and the
only Senior on the Team,”
Heather said. “Molly
took our girls (the only
Freshmen on the Team)
under her wing, and they

Pet of the Week

7 Meet Joost! He is just the best boy! Joost®
adores people and loves to play! He Ioves:
to go for walks and is good around most
other dogs from what we are told. Joost,
is about 2 years old and ready to find hise

forever!

SPONSORED BY
Dave’s
County Market

g 300 E. First St.
°3 Merrill, Wi

MON.-SAT.

This Week’
Oliver Weinkauf

both respect and admire
her.”

“The energy at the
LaCrosse  Center  was
electric,” Heather said.

“So many talented dancers
who’ve worked for years
just to be able to compete at
the State level, all hoping to
leave with a place or title. ...

Visit all the adoptable pets at the:
Lincoln County Humane Society, 310,
N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill.

Hours:,
12-4 PM & SUN. 12-2,

PM. Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, ¢
or visit us at www.furrypets.com. o

s Featured student is

Son of

Jason and Beth Weinkauf

Oliver is in the 6th grade at Trinity
Lutheran School. He was nominated

by Mrs. Hartwig.
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GLOUVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards Tz =

Colby Cheese Colby Cheese Yogurt vaniia
o ony 69° o oy 69° 2 ony 99¢
- A
SRl S e o f“},“?“;";‘ “,?"s
Fi riginal eady-to-Bake w/lcing
o e ONY 21890 e oty 1 e oMLY 99
Pork Sausage Patties Butter Salted Black Olives
Original - Fully Cooked Quarters Pitted
;:)019" $399 16 0Zeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess ONLY $299 5.75 0z.. g—) [ 4 69¢
0z..
Butter Unsalted Chlcken Broth
Pork Sausage Wi $939 150 0Nty 49°
Original - Frozen ONLY $229 16 02 ONLY 2 Bak d B
16 0z.. B | i aked Beans
Cheddar Cheese Hickory w/Brown Sugar
En'lzghedn :feliggets Extra Sharp, Sliced 0 $1 49 15 0z.. ....ONLY 89¢
T O S S N Orange Juice
eddar Lheese 100% Juice
Ham Fuly cooked Mild $249 LRy —— | A § $799
Diced - Frozen 0NLY$1 49 5 ONLY 2 Dnion Rings
oz e
Shredded Cheese Breaded - Frozen
Chlcken Tenders 3 Cheese Blend $ 29 3::: N v ONLY $299
i) IS L T ony °8 SanatociTE
S ] a ausage Grumble
Black Forest Ham i\lm:\r'iﬁan Cheese $po9 ::uuy Cooked
ncured, Boni iced Yellow rozen
::Jr:;:d T Y $1 59 5 IS eeersennereesssseeesssseesesssnns ONLY 6 L Cym—— ) A 99¢alb
51lbs... alb
Cream Cheese Salami
Pork chOpS 1/3 Less Fat ONLY 99¢ Cotto - Sliced - Frozen ONLY 99¢
Irr. Cut - Frozen T3 e R o |
10Ih: i 0NLY99 = e
Bacon Cheddarwurst Ham Fully Cooked
Maple - Sliced - Frozen e $279 ::Ig:zooked - Frozen ONLY$1 99 slu::l Cut - Frozen ONLY 99 b
16 oz.. SRRttt U || | B < sttt
SWQet Potato Fnes Beef Burgers $ 99 Ham Fully cooked
0 Fi Uncooked - Frozen Bone In - Frozen
18 e LNy 99 St T oy *4% ot ony 89%.,

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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tly strives O bea

consistently fotlows ¢ He is kind 10
every assignie le model for those

posmve 10
~ Mrs. Hartwig

student of the Week Sponsored by: .

The best moment of the day
for me was hearing Molly’s
name as they announced
her placement on the All

State Team. She truly
deserves it and it was a
privilege to be a small part
of her journey this year.”

SHAKE THE DICE
TO SEE WHAT

Gavin Wroblewski
pTH
L £

349561

Established in 1981

IS
)

YOU PAY!

Gavin has to say

“I started my fitness
journey in January 2023
R and_fit into my clothes
again.”

536-2481 www.riversideathletic.com

Here’s what

about our club:

(St. John Lutheran Schoo

Preschool/PreK/Kindergarten
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, Feb. 18th
1104 East Third Street, Merrill

Come see what our school is all about.
Visit classrooms and meet our teachers.

e 5pm - 7pm

\

For families interested in enrolling children

ages 3-5 for Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten, or

Kindergarten for the 2025-2026 school year.
e Pre-Kindergarten is M, W, F

e Preschoolis T, TH

e Full day and half day options are available

for preschool programs
e Kindergarten is in session M-F full days
‘ and part of the WI School Choice Program.

' 4

For more information,
please contact the school office
at 715-536-7264 or email
schooloffice@stjohnmerrill.org

443468

Lift Chairs
3200 OFF

Our Everyday
Low Price

Specials on it Zone

1 YEAR INTEREST
FREE FINANCING!

(To Qualified Credit, See Store for Details.)

oy WAL TRAC DtF ORT

- ; .
_.z’::_'w ¥ s !

LOWER BODY UPPER BODY

COMFORT THAT’S PATENTED™

FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal make
Miller's Home Furnishings of Merrill, Just Plain Smart!

HOME FURNISHINGS

4 Floors Of Quality
On Merrill’s West Side

www.miller-furniture.com

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm ¢ Friday 8am-7pm e Saturday 9am-1p,

Like us on
Facebook! &

f sun.By Appointment * 715-536-5922 FEiEEua
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Thomas George Sazama

Thomas George
Sazama, age 93,
passed peacefully
into eternal life on
January 30, 2025,
surrounded by his loving chil-
dren.

Tom was born on November
21, 1931, to Francis and
Josephine (Rosenthal) Sazama
in Watertown, WI. After gradu-
ating from high school in 1949,
he attended Northwestern Col-
lege in Watertown from 1949-
50 and Marquette University
from 1950-51. As a true pa-
triot, Tom enlisted in the
United States Navy during the Korean War, and he proudly
served our country for four years. He played football for the
Navy during his two years stationed in Japan and played D1
football for Marquette University after returning home in
1955. Tom completed his Bachelor of Science degree at
Marquette in 1957 and was accepted into Marquette Univer-
sity Law School, where he obtained his law degree in 1960.
During his last year of law school, Tom met the love of his
life Mary Josephine (Daley), who had just graduated from
Marquette’s nursing program. After a short courtship, they
were married on April 23, 1960, at the Church of the Gesu in
Milwaukee.

Tom applied for and was accepted into the United States
Federal Bureau of Investigation after graduating from Law
School, but with their first child on the way, Tom and Mary
Jo decided to move to Merrill, WI to raise their family.
There, Tom began his law career as a general practice attor-
ney in 1960. He opened Sazama Law Offices in 1962, where
he continued to practice law for 34 years until his retirement
in 1996. He served as Merrill City Attorney from 1965-72,
as well as Assistant City Attorney. He was a participating at-
torney of Wisconsin Judicare, Inc., which provided free legal
services to those in need.

Tom contributed much to his community of Merrill and re-
ceived much in return. He was a faithful Catholic and in-
volved member of St. Robert Bellarmine/St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church, where he served as a Parish Council mem-
ber, Finance Committee Chairman, and President of the St.
Robert’s Home and School Association. He also participated
in the church choir and volunteered as a Mass lector. After
retirement he instructed schoolchildren in how to reverently
altar-serve at Mass. He was a member of the Merrill Knights
of Columbus, Lincoln County Bar Association, Merrill Lions
Club, Merrill Rotary Club, Merrill Jaycees and Town of]
Harding Land Use Committee. Tom was elected to the
Merrill Area Board of Education for multiple terms, serving
12 years.

Tom and Mary Jo were dedicated to raising their four chil-
dren, and he unapologetically prioritized God and family
above all else for the entirety of his life. He loved the out-
doors, which he shared with Mary Jo, his children and
grandchildren, friends and relatives, making the most of]
every season as an avid fisherman, hunter, snowmobiler and
sportsman. He enjoyed coaching basketball teams at St.
Robert School, and he was a constant presence cheering at
every one of his kids’ (and later grandchildren’s) sporting
events over the years. After retirement, Tom and Mary Jo en-
joyed several years of motor homing. They visited family
and friends and reached several destinations throughout
North America.

Tom is preceded in death by his parents, his beloved wife
Mary Jo, brother-in-law Walter Schwarting, and brother/sis-
ter-in-law Jerry and Joan Daley. He is survived by his four
loving children Jeanne (Kevin) Custy, Lone Tree, CO;
Joanne (Paul) Andress, Colgate, WI; Julie (Michael) Hogan,
New Brighton, MN; Jerry (Gina) Sazama, Waconia, MN;
eighteen grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, sisters
Mary Jo Schwarting and Karen (Richard) Sonnentag, both of]
Oconomowoc, WI, and many cousins, nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:30am on
Saturday, February 15, 2025, at St. Francis Xavior Catholic
Church. Father James Horath will preside. Burial will take
place at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Cemetery, Merrill, with
military honors. Visitation will be held on Friday, February
14 from 4:00-7:00pm followed by a Rosary 7:00-7:30pm at
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral and Cremation Service at 301 S.
Eagle Dr, Merrill.

In lieu of flowers, please send memorials to St. Francis
Xavier Catholic School, 1708 E. 10th St, Merrill, WI 54452.
We will greatly miss Tom, but we rejoice knowing he will
be welcomed into his true Home as the good and faithful
servant he was. Thank you to the wonderful staff at Bell
Tower, Marshfield Medical Center-Weston and Compassus
Home Health and Hospice who specially cared for “Tommy
George.”

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.
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Dr. Viljo (Will) Piikkila
‘ Dr. Viljo (Will)

Piikkila, 91, of
Merrill passed
away of natural
causes on Sunday,
January 26, 2025 at Aspirus
Hospital Wausau, WI.

He was born April 14, 1933 in
Chicago to Solomon A. and
Lempi Lydia (Joki) Piikkila.

He graduated from Roosevelt
High School in 1951 and
attended Wright Junior College
for two years. He was drafted
in 1953 and served in the Army
as a Survey Specialist in
Germany and was discharged
August 26, 1955. He then
attended Loyola University of
Chicago graduating in 1957. During this time, he met and
then married Margery Lundgoot on June 21, 1958. After
graduating from Loyola Dental School in 1963, he opened a
dental practice in Des Plaines, IL for three years before
moving to Merrill in 1966 where he and Marge bought a
farm on Highway C in the Town of Merrill and he started his
dental practice at 803 E. First St., Merrill. On the farm they
raised beef cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, chickens, loyal farm
dogs, many barn cats and three sons. Will operated his dental
practice until retiring in May 1999.

Will enjoyed farming and his dental practice and in his spare
time, reading, hiking, canoeing and fishing especially in the
Boundary Waters and Quetico Superior areas, hunting and
many other outdoor activities. His pride and joy were
sharing these with his family and passing the love of these
activities to his sons.

Will is survived by his wife Margery, three sons Thomas of
Mason, WI (partner Colleen Matula), Paul of Appleton, WI
(wife Lisa Brandenburg), Matthew of Marinette, WI (wife
Patricia Weix), five grandchildren and seven great grand-
children.

Will was preceded in death by his parents and only sibling
Johann Piikkila formerly of Tucson, AZ.

A private family service will be held at a later date.

Memorials may be given in Will’s name to the T.B.
Scott Free Libraryhttps://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted
button_id=9VDS53RHY6NZR2 (click donate with debit or
credit card and the next screen has a “+” to write a note) or
the Merrill Historical Societyhttps://discovermerrillhistory.
org/donatetous.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation Service of Merrill
is assisting the family with arrangements. Online
condolences are encouraged and may be made at www.
taylorstinewaid.com.

Doris A. Martinell

Doris A. Martinell, of Yuma,
Arizona, passed away on Tues-
day, January 28th, 2025, fol-
lowing a brief illness at Yuma
" Regional Medical Center. She

. was 85 years old.

' Born on March 13th, 1939, in
Dorchester, Wisconsin, Doris
was the daughter of the late
Albert and Merle Winchell. On
January 22nd, 2009, she mar-
ried Gordy Martinell, who sur-

o B vives her.

o el || Doris was a dedicated mother
s -j‘j to seven children, known for
her delicious home-cooked
meals and desserts. She held various jobs throughout her life,
including waitress, cook, and even running a chainsaw and
driving a skidder. Doris was truly one of a kind, capable of]
fixing roofs, laying cement, sewing clothes, and preserving
food. She could sing, dance, and bring joy to those around
her. She taught her seven children to be good, loving, and
caring adults. Doris enjoyed spending time with her family
and friends, gardening, traveling, going on cruises, deer
hunting, and visiting casinos.

In addition to her husband, Doris is survived by her sister,
Marion (Lavern) Yorde; her six children, Cheryl (Michael)
Busch of Deerbrook, WI, Noreen (Michael) Schulz of]
Athens, WI, Darla (Dave) Vachavake of Merrill, WI, Steve
Schmidt (fiancée, Sheila Pound) of Cadiz, Kentucky, Bob
(Ann) Schmidt of Summit Lake, WI, and Gail (Josh)
Lindemann of Surprise, AZ. She also leaves behind 22
grandchildren, 25 great-grandchildren, one great-great-
grandchild, and four nephews.

Preceding her in death were her parents, her daughter
Collette Rustick, her granddaughter Julie Meade Busch, and
her great-great-granddaughter Telari Comer.

A ‘Celebration of Life’ will be held to honor her memory.

Edwm Anthony Wichlacz

Edwin Anthony
& Wichlacz, age
91, passed away
= surrounded by his
loving family on
® Sunday, January 26, 2025 at
The Waterford of Colby under
the tender care of Heartland
. Hospice.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, January 31, 2025 at St.
Thomas Catholic Church in
Milan. Father George Graham
will officiate. Please join the
family for visitation at the
Maurina-Schilling Funeral Home on Thursday, January 30
from 4:00 until 8:00 p.m. and Friday at the church beginning
at 10:00 a.m. until the time of the funeral service.

Edwin was born on March 20, 1933, the son of Anton and
Lucille (Kordus) Wichlacz in the Town of Rietbrock,
Marathon County. He served in the US Army for two years
during the Korean War from 1953-1955, earning the rank of]
E-4, Corporal Squad Leader and continued to serve in the
Army Reserves for eight years. On July 10, 1954, Edwin was
united in marriage to Betty Carol Zobrak at St. Thomas
Catholic Church in Milan. They lived in Milan for 68 years.

Edwin worked for 33 years at Kraft Foods in Milan until
1989 when the plant closed. He also drove milk truck part
time. He then worked at Weathershield in Medford and
Wisconsin Dairies in Milan retiring in 1996.

Edwin was a member of St. Thomas Catholic Church in
Milan and Catholic Family. He was a member of the Edgar
American Legion Post #393.

Edwin could figure out how to fix just about anything. He
enjoyed woodworking crafts with his wife, hunting, fishing,
camping, cutting wood, gardening, canning pickles, making
sauerkraut, growing horseradish, tomatoes, feeding and
watching the birds. Edwin especially enjoyed playing
checkers with his children and grandchildren and worked on
puzzles. He also collected Jim Bean fish bottles and mini oil
lamps. Edwin was honored to go on the “Never Forgotten
Honor Flight” in September 2017 accompanied by his son,
Scott. He was born during a snow storm, so his personal
tradition on March 20, was to shovel snow. Some years was
easier than other years as he had to go look for it from a
snow bank in Milan. Even on his 91st birthday, his son Scott
had to search for snow and deliver it to his residence at The
Waterford, just so he could throw a few shovels with the help
of his daughter, Julie.

Edwin is survived by his wife of 70 years, Betty; five
children: Gale (Gerard) Schreiber of Athens, Scott (RaeAnn)
Wichlacz of Medford, Pamela (Rick) Ahles, Wisconsin
Rapids, Julie (Kevin) Lentz of Merrill and Lynn (Kevin)
Barttelt of Weston; 14 grandchildren: Jeremy Schreiber,
Russell Schreiber, Travis Wichlacz, Jay Wichlacz, Ryan
Wichlacz, Beth Wichlacz, Ashley Ahles, Amanda Ahles,
Kacie Gibbs, Nathan Gibbs, Rebecca Consolver, Riley Adam
Consolver, Andy Consolver and Trevor Barttelt; three step-
grandchildren: Joe Mahl, Sarah Lentz and McKinley Lentz;
12 Great-Grandchildren: Haylee Schreiber, Austin Schreiber,
Ryan Schreiber, Logan Wichlacz, Paxton Wichlacz, Dakota
Wichlacz, Makayla Wichlacz, Aubree Wichlacz, Koal
Wichlacz, Kayden Dassow, Kaleb Dassow and Aspyn Steele;
three step-great-grandchildren: Devin Sperber, Gaj Mahl and
Skylar Mahl and one great-great-grandchild: Jasper Nyhus.
He is further survived by his brother, Jeffrey (Joanne)
Wichlacz; three sisters-in-law: Joan Wichlacz, Joyce
Wichlacz and Marvel Choroszy; and a brother-in-law Ronald
(Jean) Zobrak; plus many nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents; his in-laws, John and
Irene Zobrak; three brothers: Eugene Wichlacz, Roger
Wichlacz and Larry Wichlacz; one sister, Gladys Martin;
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law: Shirley Wichlacz, Jack
Martin, Harriet (Bill) Duerst, Virginia (Raymond) Vieau,
Zygmunt Choroszy.

The Wichlacz family would like to thank the staff at
The Waterford in Colby and Heartland Hospice for the
compassionate care Edwin received.

Family and friends may express condolences online at
www.maurinaschilling.com.
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We plan to do the things we love.
We plan to watch our famltef grow.
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with them and for them.
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Carol Jean Raasch

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Carol
Jean Raasch (74), who left us on January 27, 2025. Carol
was a beloved spouse, parent, sister & friend, and will be
dearly missed by all who knew her.

A full obituary including details regarding a summer
memorial service will be shared at a later date.

YOUR FAMILY’S
PERSONAL MEMORIALIST
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Danny ‘Dan’ Woller

Danny ‘Dan’ Woller passed

1! away peacefully at Pine Crest

! Nursing Home on Tuesday,
&% January 28, 2025, surrounded
by his loving family.

He was born on October 30,
1944, in Wausau, WI, son of]
Melvin & Amyra (Theilig)
Woller. Dan was a graduate of
Merrill High School, class of]
1962. He married his high
school sweetheart Patricia J.
Heath on June 12, 1965.

Dan and his wife were the
owners and operators of the
former Lincoln TV, Lincoln
" Video and Llncoln Video
Presentations in Merrill, WI. He enjoyed watching TV, going
on day trips with his wife and walking his dog, Dot.

Dan is survived by his sons, Scott (Shelly) of Medford, WI
and Tom (Sandy) of Wausau, WI; two grandchildren, Callie
and Jason Woller; and his sister, Bonnie Arkens. He was
preceded in death by his wife of 56 years, Patricia Woller;
and parents, Melvin & Amyra Woller.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation, Merrill, is
handling the arrangements. Per Dan’s wishes there will be no
service.

In lieu of flowers, Dan wishes were that donations be made
to the Lincoln County Humane Society.

Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.
com

www.merrillfotonews.com
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Richard Charles Steckel

Richard Charles Steckel, age
89, of Merrill, passed away on
Wednesday, January 29, 2025
peacefully at his home.

Richard was born October 30,
1935, in Hankinson, North
Dakota to Frank and Anna
(Maas) Steckel. He graduated
from Ladysmith High School,
in Ladysmith, Wisconsin and
later earned a B. S. degree in
Industrial Arts Education from
the University of Wisconsin-
Stout. He began his teaching
career at Bruce High School, in
Bruce, Wisconsin and then
taught at the Ethan Allen
School for Boys, in Wales,
Wisconsin. He spent most of his career as a teacher at
Lincoln Hills School in Irma, Wisconsin where he later
became an assistant principal. During his years in education,
he touched many lives with his calm and caring manner. He
married Kathryn Anderson on July 16, 1960 at the Sand
Lake Chapel in Britt, Minnesota. Rick enjoyed playing golf]
for much of his life. In retirement Rick and Kathy took many
winter trips to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina to spend time
and golf with his brothers. He was also a loyal supporter of]
Wisconsin and Merrill High School sports. He especially
loved travelling to Blue Jay football games to support his
grandson. He looked forward to his times at his hunting
shack in Ladysmith, Wisconsin. Rick felt fortunate for time
with family and friends, which always put a smile on his
face.

Richard is survived by one daughter, Karen (Breck)
Buntrock; one grandson, Isaac (Lexi) Buntrock; great grand-
daughters, Isla and Ashlynn Buntrock, all of Merrill. Rick is
preceded in death by his dear wife of 59 years, Kathryn
Steckel; his parents; four brothers; Lloyd, Frank Jr., Everett
and George; two sisters; Lois and Fran.

A private family celebration of Rick’s life will be held at a
later date.

Memorials can be given in Richard’s name to your local
sports or youth organizations. Any monetary gifts will
be donated to Merrill Athletic Programs.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation Service of]
Merrill is assisting the family with arrangements. Online
condolences are encouraged and may be made at www.tay
lorstinewaid.com.

Lila Elaine Duginski

Lila Elaine Duginski, age 84,
of Merrill, passed away on
| Friday, January 24, 2025,
S at her home. She was born

. on September 16, 1940 to
the late Patrick B. and
Mary A. (Donavan) Taylor
in  Tomahawk. She met
Norman  Stanley  Duginski
' and the two were united in
.+ marriage on October 30, 1958
" in Merrill. Sadly, he preceded
' her in death.

Lila was a homemaker, but
also worked at Weinbrenner
Shoe Factory for 18 years, and
owned and operated her own ceramic studio, called Hungry
Hollows, and taught others about ceramics. She enjoyed
volunteering at the Merrill Food Pantry and looked forward
to the time she was able to spend with her grandkids. In her
younger years, the family would go on camping trips,
making pudgy pies and hot dogs, and playing cards and
taking trips to the casino with Norman. Lila enjoyed living at
Jenny Towers in Merrill and visiting with her friends there.
She was a strong and independent woman that was very
passionate about things important to her, and was fun-loving
and easy-going. Lila will be sadly missed, but never
forgotten.

Lila is survived by her sons: Dick (Arlene) Duginski, Joseph
(Lori) Duginski and Patrick Duginski, 7 grandchildren, 3
great grandchildren, along with many nieces and nephews.
She is preceded in death by her parents, husband: Norman,
brothers: Junior Baker, Leroy (Mary Kay) Baker and Ronald
Baker, and sisters: Mary Ellen Baker, Mildred Haskins,
Betty Minenbacher, Barbara (Art) Hill and Pauline Ziegel.

Per Lila’s request, no services will be held. An inurnment
will take place at St. Francis Catholic Cemetery in Merrill at
a later date.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation Services of Merrill
is assisting the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences are encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstine
waid.com.

Love the Littles Diaper Drive to be
held this Valentines season

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, in
conjunction with other area churches
and businesses, are working together
to hold their second annual Love the
Littles Diaper Drive this Valentine
season. The drive will run from Feb.
6-23, 2025.
They are requesting donations
of new diapers and/or wipes, or a
monetary donation which will be
used to support the Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church Diaper Closet, and
donations can be dropped off at any of
the following participating locations
during normal business hours:
» Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
(300 N. Logan St.)

« Christ United Methodist Church
(300 N. Mill St.)

« St. Stephen’s United Church of
Christ (903 E. 2nd St.)

« The Chiropractic Wellness Center
(109 S. Center Ave.)

« Park City Credit Union (501 S.
Pine Ridge Ave.)

« Polka Dotted Pie (914 E. Main St.)

« Incredible Bank (3210 E. Main St.)

» Westside Market (1504 W. Main St.)

« Riverside Athletic Club (500

S. Center Ave.)
« Courtside Furniture (1022 E.
Main St.)

The Diaper Closet is especially
in need of baby wipes and large size
diapers and pull-ups.

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Diaper Closet supports the Merrill
area community by providing diapers
and wipes to families who might need
a little extra support, at no charge to
the family. Since diapers represent a
large expense for families, this service

is provided in a confidential, non-
judgmental setting to those in need.
The Diaper Closet is located at Our
Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 300 N.
Logan St. in Merrill, and is open to the
community on the second Tuesday of
the month from 3-5 p.m. and the fourth
Saturday of the month from 9-11 a.m.
There are no income requirements.
A variety of sizes of diapers and
pull-ups are typically available, from
infants to adult sizes, at no cost. To
accommodate everyone, there is a
limit of one package of diapers or
pull-ups per visit, and a maximum of
12 visits per year.

Monetary donations can be mailed
directly to: Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, 300 N. Logan St., Merrill
WI 54452. Please indicate it is for the
Diaper Closet.

Local Rotary Clubs promote ethics
and civility to ninth graders

Rotary Clubs in communities
throughout northeast Wisconsin and
the Upper Peninsula are sponsoring
local Rotary Four Way Test Speaking
contests with students able to win up
to $1,500.

The Rotary Four Way Test was
developed more than 100 years ago to
teach ethics to Rotary members and
the business community.

It states, “In all the things we think,
say and do, is it the truth, is it fair to
all concerned, will it build goodwill
and better friendship, and will it be
beneficial to all concerned.”

Ninth graders students are invited
to write a five-minute speech on how
to apply the Four Way test to social
media and how people are treated.
Detailed information about contest
rules and how to enter is available at:

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

redistricting6220org.

Local winners will be awarded
a cash prize of $500 and enter
competition on the Rotary District
level where first place will be $1,000;
second and third place prizes will
also be awarded locally and by the
district.

Rotary District 6220 is comprised
of 41 clubs throughout Wisconsin and
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

Rotary International is one of the
world’s largest service clubs with
more than 1,400,000 members in more
than 200 countries.

Rotary District Governor Roger
Utnehmer, a member of the Rotary
Club of Wausau, invites parents,
grandparents, teachers, friends, and
relatives to encourage ninth grade
students to participate.

Current Spaces and
Empty Chair Echoes

Dear Reader,

Yesterday afternoon was bitterly cold,

for my hand. She launched into a vivid
story about her days as a nurse in the
yet the sun shone brightly—a fitting ER. Her eyes sparkled with pride as she

reflection of the emotions in
my heart. As I walked into the
memory care unit of a Senior
Living home I’d been visiting
regularly to see my father-
in-law Francis for the past
two years, the familiar faces
greeted me like old friends.
They were scattered around
the big room, watching yet

spoke. Beside her, Mary Lou
motioned for me to come
closer to her wheel chair.
When I asked how she was
doing, she lifted her hands
like she was holding onto an
invisible ledge. “Just hanging
on,” she said with a wry smile.

The aides began rounding
everyone up for dinner so I

“The next pandemic in America
may very well be teen mental health,”
Utnehmer said. “A speaking contests
that encourages students to think
about their social media activity and
how they treat others may be one way
to deal with the rising problem of
teen anxiety and depression.”

The thoughts shared by students
in these five-minute speeches can
be very helpful in assisting adults
to relate more effectively to young
people, according to Utnehmer.

The deadline for local competitions
is April 1, 2025, with the District
competition scheduled for April 12.

Local competitions may be online
or in person. District competition
will be online only.

For complete entry details, go to:
ridistrict6220.org.

S

Thinking of
advertising in the
Merrill Foto News?

PHONE:
715-536-7121
EMAIL:
fotonewsads@
mmclocal.com

ADDRESS:
2011 E. Main Street

William D. “Bill” Pophal

William D. “Bill” Pophal of Hustisford. Found
Peace on January 28, 2025, at the age of 95
years. Bill was born of September 28, 1929 to
William A. and Hattie (nee Schmidt) in Merrill,
WI. He lived on the family farm and attended St.
Stephen UCC in Merrill. Bill married his wife of 50 years,
Diane J. Neumann, on September 28, 1968. In 1973, they
moved to Hustisford, WI. He worked at ITW in Hustisford
until his retirement at the age of 80. He was a longtime
member of St. Peter's Church in Lebanon. Bills favorite
pastime was buying/selling cars and cleaning his car. He was
very meticulous about his lawn and his riding lawn mower.
Bill most enjoyed being with his daughter, his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, as they meant the world to him. He
was an Army veteran of the Korean War.

Bill is preceded in death by his wife, parents and three
sisters.

Loving dad of Billie Jean (Craig) Stoll. Loving “papa” of
Heather Becker, Amber Becker, Amanda Becker, Samantha
(Joseph) Baasch and Stephanie (Lucas) Nehls. Cherished
“old papa” of Matteo, Marcelo, Maleo and Melaine Nehls,
and Brantley Henson. Fond brother of John (Barb) Pophal.
Also survived by nieces, nephews, other relatives and
friends.

Private family services will be held.

For online condolences please visit:www.schramkafuneral
home.com.

Ry
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another rerun of Mary Tyler Moore—or
maybe it was The Dick Van Dyke Show.
Their smiles, warm and welcoming, made
me feel that despite not living there, I still
belonged.

Lark stood up the moment she saw me,
her arms outstretched for a hug. “You just
made my day!” she exclaimed. “Where
have you been these past few weeks?” 1
laughed, feeling a rush of appreciation
for her words. Jimmy, wearing the black
fedora I'd finally given him after months
of promises, tipped it with a grin. I was
wearing one too. We traded stories about
“the good old days,” and he launched into
a tale I'd heard before. I didn't mind. I
never did.

But my visit was more subdued this time
because not everyone was there anymore
including Francis, whose presence had
always been both tender and sharp. Nick
and Jack were also gone; their chairs,
once as familiar as their faces, sat empty
around the tables. I had been there to say
goodbye to Nick, holding his hand and
asking him to watch over his family, who
clung to one another in quiet grief around
his bed. Those goodbyes leave a mark,
even as they remind us of the beauty in
connection.

Karen, seated near the corner, reached

made my last rounds, shaking
hands, giving hugs, and sharing brief,
meaningful exchanges. Lark pulled me
into one last embrace before I pushed the
buttons at the exit door to let myself out.

As the door clicked shut behind
me, I couldn’t help but reflect on the
inevitable. Someday, I'll be in a place
like this. Everything will be taken care
of—meals, medications, and all the needs
of a frail body. But even with all the
care in the world, the loneliness lingers.
Most of the residents were waiting, one
step away from the reunion that comes
when the spirit departs a worn-out body.
Still, there was beauty in that waiting. It
wasn’t despair but a quiet anticipation of
something more—a peace I could almost
feel as I walked to my car.

Driving away, I thought about the
rest of my day and all my tomorrows. I
made a promise to myself: I'll savor the
moments, big and small; I'll hold tight to
joy, squeezing every drop from the time I
have left. And one day, when I find myself
in a room like that, I hope someone will
walk through the door to remind me then
of the life I'm living now.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
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DNR now accepting entries for
2026 State Park And Forest
12-Month Vehicle Admission Pass

Design
contest
open to
high school
students
across

Wisconsin

The Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is now
accepting artwork entries
from high school students
for the 2026 12-month
Wisconsin state park and
forest vehicle admission
pass.

The annual DNR-
sponsored design contest is
open to all high school-age

students in Wisconsin who
attend public, private and
parochial schools or are
homeschooled.  Artwork
entries  should focus
on outdoor recreation,
animals or plants in
Wisconsin.

“With the transition to a
12-month admission pass
format, we're excited to
see what inspiration and
creativity is generated
by high schoolers across
the state. This is a great
opportunity for students
to blend their artistic
passion and interest in
our natural resources,”

said Steve Schmelzer,
Parks and Recreation
Management Bureau

director. “We are grateful
for all of the students
who submit artwork. It’s
always a pleasure to see
the entries, and it’s never
an easy choice to pick just

one design.”

The vehicle admission
passes provide access to
more than 60 state park,
forest and recreation
area properties across
Wisconsin.  All  motor
vehicles entering state
parks and recreation
areas must have a vehicle
admission pass. Some state
forest and trail parking
areas also require a pass.

Materials for the 2026
sticker design contest
are now available, and
students can  submit
entries through April 30,
2025.

Rules, submission
guidelines, tips for a
winning design and past

sticker design winners
are available on the DNR’s
State Park Pass Design
Contest webpage at dnr.
wisconsin.gov/topic/
parks/designcontest.

St. John Lutheran School announces
2024-2025 second quarter Honor Roll

HIGHEST HONORS
(4.0): Ruby Hoffman, Ella
Humphrey, Molly Literski,
Ever Smith, Samuel Szeto,
Esther Verpoorten, Job
Verpoorten

HIGH HONORS
(3.76-3.99): Claire
Canne, Poppy Geisler,
Abner Gremler, Brynlee

Heidemann, Gemma
Hoffman, Ellyana
Ineichen, Mason Klug,
Delana Podeweltz, Adalyn
Schooley, Lily Schultz,
Julia Skaar, Christian
Voigt, June Wallace

HONORS (3.5-
3.75): Adric Frick,
Layla Jacobson, Lola

Jennifer Gartmann

715-536-7121e jgartmann@mmclocal.com

To advertise in the WCP ad network email:
info@mmclocal.com

Klug, Malayna Kufahl,
Macie Lange, Lillian
Mattson, Garik Peterson,
Isabelle Podeweltz, Ethan
Schenzel, Natalie Sir,
Isabella Sprague, Joanna
Szeto, Madilynn VenRooy,
Chelsea Wengeler
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It’s individual income
tax season

MADISON, Wis. — The
individual income tax filing
season began on Monday,
Jan. 27, 2025, and the
Wisconsin Department of
Revenue (DOR) is ready to
help taxpayers with their
tax preparation and filing
needs.

Here’s how you file

Wisconsin taxpayers
have several options for
filing their taxes:

« Direct File. This new,
free online service allows
eligible taxpayers to file
their federal income taxes
directly with the IRS. Direct
File integrates seamlessly
with WisTax, allowing you
to easily file your Wisconsin
state return. Go to:

« Tax Filing Software.
Numerous software options
are available, ranging from
basic to advanced, offering
varying levels of guidance
and support.

« Tax Preparer.
Enlisting the help of a
qualified tax professional
can be beneficial for those
with complex tax situations
or who prefer personalized

assistance.

« VITA (Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance).
Free tax preparation

assistance is available to
eligible taxpayers through

the VITA program,
offered by community
organizations and IRS-

certified volunteers. To
locate a site near you, use
the VITA/TCE Locator
Tool at irs.treasury.gov/
freetaxprep/ or the AARP
Site Locator Tool at aarp.
org/money/taxes/aarp_
taxaide/locations.html.

Expanded Wisconsin
Child and Dependent Care
Credit

Check to seeif you qualify
for the expanded Wisconsin
Child and Dependent Care
credit (Schedule WI-2441)
at tinyurl.com/WisCredit.
The qualifying expenses
and maximum allowable
credit amount have been
increased for the 2024 tax
year.

Where’s my refund?
DOR’s  Where’'s My
Refund tool is the quickest
way to check your refund

status, as it gives taxpayers
instant access to the same
information call center
agents provide. To access
it, go to tap.revenue.wi.gov/
RefundStatus/_/.

Extended call center

hours
To further assist
taxpayers during this busy
time, DOR’s Customer
Service Call Center is
extending hours in the
weeks leading up to

the filing deadline. Tax
specialists will be available
from 7:45 am. to 5 p.m.
April 1-3, April 7-10 and
April 14-15 to accommodate
taxpayers’ schedules.

More resources
Individual tax filers are
encouraged to visit the
DOR website’s Individuals
page at revenue.wi.gov/
Pages/Individuals/home.

aspx where they will
find answers to common
questions, forms and
instructions, tax credit
information, payment
options, instructional

videos, and other resources.

Second quarter Honor Roll
students at Trinity Lutheran
School.

—w

f )

Trinity Lutheran School announces

2024-2025 second quarter Honor Roll

Students are recognized
on the Trinity Honor Roll
for a Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 3.5 and higher. An
*indicates a 4.0 GPA

FIFTH GRADE
Easton Baade

Eli Clerveaux
Grace Dupke

Evie Gilbert

Paul Huth
Kimberly Klimek
Joseph Renzelmann
Stevie Wells

SIXTH GRADE
Emma Baumann
Brady Bostrom
Hunter Bostrom
Alivia Hockett
Michael Houle
Emma Krombholz
AbigailNelson
James Peterson
Laney Schmidt
Oliver Weinkauf

SEVENTH GRADE
Amber Blennert
Mariah Dupke
Adeline Huth

Asa Laabs

Melia Lee

Amiya Lipke-Bauman
Chloe McKeen
Fiona McKeen

EIGHTH GRADE
Emily Amelse
Madeline Barker
Rebekah Hagemeister *0
Willow Harmon
KaylaKlimek *
Lexee Laabs
Nathaniel Nelson
TyLynn Osness
Aubrey Renzelmann
Jillian Severt
Emmie Steinagel *
Brooklyn Teske

Kevin J. Blake

f)
(715) 204-0084

www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com
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BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 02/03/2025
ISIHON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR 1

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 25-CV-12
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF Natasha Leah Becker
By (Petitioner) Natasha Leah Becker
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Natasha Leah Becker
To: Natasha Leah Krueger
Birth Certificate: Natasha Leah Becker
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 03/18/2025
Time: 1:15 PM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 2/6/25, 2/13/25 & 2/20/25
WNAXLP

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 14, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Phyllis Louise Monka
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 03
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
1/21/1935 and date of death
12/27/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1806 W. Jackson
Street, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Stephanie Springborn
N2395 Gen Drive
Merrill, WI 54452
715-218-8496
Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

informal

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 16, 2025
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,

CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Dale C. Woller
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 06

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth
10/02/61 and date of death 01/11/25,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of WI, with a mailing address of 405 N
Prospect St.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/25.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate.
Tori Smith (Woller)
416 N 6th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401
715-571-8499

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25

WNAXLP

may be LRIP/CHI Projects.

TICE OF QU

The Lincoln County Highway Department/Committee is seeking to
contract with an individual or entity to perform the following pulverizing
jobs, supply asphaltic material, and emulsion oil:

Pulverizing the following roads: 1.54 miles on CTH A from Hwy. 51
to CTH A North, 2.11 miles on CTH U from USH 8 to CTH A, 1.5 miles
of CTH C from CTH JJ to CTH K, 1.48 on CTH E miles from Hwy. 86
south to the bridge going over the Spirit River and Town Roads, there

Supply Asphaltic Material: Purchase approximately 35,000 tons
of asphaltic material (LT Mix, PG 58S-28 and MT Mix, PG 58S-34)
for WisDOT, County Road and Town Road projects. Some of these
projects are part of the LRIP, TRI, and CHI programs.

Emulsion Oil: Purchase an approximate total quantity of +/-65,000
gallons of Emulsion Oil including application, to be applied on
various roadways within the County and any Towns that request Chip
Sealing, which may include LRIP Projects.

Detailed specifications and instructions may be obtained from Jason
Lemmer, Lincoln County Highway Commissioner (715.539.2554) at
the Highway Department (100 Cooper Street, Merrill, Wl 54452),
or online at www.co.lincoln.wi.us. Proposals must conform to the
requirements of the specifications and instructions.

Proposals must be received by the Highway Department on or before
2:00 PM on Tuesday, February 25, 2025 and will be publicly opened
at the Highway Department Office located at 100 Cooper Street,
Merrill at 2:10, 2:15, and 2:20 PM that day.

Published February 6 & 13, 2025

Legals 7700

Notice of Pending Application for
Proposed Pond via Nonmetallic Mining
Brad Plautz (Plautz Excavating &
Logging, LLC), W5401 Row Rd, Merrill,
WI, 54452, has applied to the
Department of Natural Resources for a
permit to create a pond within 500’ of a
waterway (Unnamed stream WBIC
1481400) via nonmetallic mining. The
project is located in the NW 1/4, SE 1/4,
Section 35, Township 32 North, Range 6
East in the Town of Merrill, Lincoln

County, WI.

The project consists of a small quarry
that plans to be 4 phases of operation.
Only phases 1 and 2 (approximately 3.5
acres) are proposed to be in operation
and permitted under this Ch. 30 permit.
The operator plans to mine sand and
gravel over the next 8-10 years (based
on supply and demand) and then
proceed accordingly into phases 3 and 4
for future operations. Once mining
extraction is completed, the site will be
reclaimed per statewide reclamation
standards to a  wildlife  pond
approximately 8 acres in size and
approximately 5 feet depth on average
(max 8 deep). A wetland delineation has
been completed as part of the project
and no wetland disturbance or impacts
are proposed. The site is located outside
of the floodplain.

The Department will review the proposal
provided by the applicant and any
information from public comments and
the public informational hearing. The
Department will determine whether the
proposal complies with ss. 1.11, 30.19 ,
30.208, 281.36, Wis. Stats., and ch. NR
150, Wis. Adm. Code, and ensure that
the required mitigation meets the
standards in s. 281.36(3r), Stats. if the
project impacts wetlands.

The Department has made a tentative
determination that it will issue the permit
for the proposed activity.

If you would like to know more about
this project or would like to see the
application and plans, please visit the
Department’s permit tracking website
at https://permits.dnr.wi.gov/water/
SitePages/Permit%20Search.aspx
and search for “Plautz”.

Reasonable accommodation, including
the provision of informational material in
an alternative format, will be provided
for qualified individuals with disabilities
upon request.

Any person may submit comments
and/or request a public informational
hearing by emailing
lane.loveland@wisconsin.gov, over the
phone at (715) 596-0110, or writing to
Lane Loveland, 225051 Rib Mountain
Dr., Wausau, WI 54401 by U.S. mail. If
you are submitting general comments
on the proposal, they must be emailed,
verbalized, or postmarked within 30
days after the date this notice is
published on the Department’s website.
If you are requesting a public
informational hearing, the request must
be emailed, verbalized, or postmarked
within 20 days after the date this notice
is published on the Department's
website. A request for hearing must
include the docket number or applicant
name and specify the issues that the
party desires to be addressed at the
informational hearing.

If no hearing is requested, the
Department may issue its decision
without a hearing. If a public
informational hearing is held, comments
must be postmarked no later than 10
days following the date on which the
hearing is completed.

The final decision may be appealed as
indicated in the decision document.
Docket Number IP-NO-2024-35-02610
STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

For the Secretary

BY: /s/ Lane Loveland

Water Management Specialist

Date: January 27, 2025

Published February 6, 2025 WNAXLP
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BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 17, 2025

Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Gregory Keith Cegielski
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 07

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-

tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth

3/23/1973 and date of death 1/09/2025,

was domiciled in Lincoln County, State

of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of

W8447 HWY 64, Merrill, WI 54452.

3. All interested persons waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim against

the decedent's estate is May 2, 2025.

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln

County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,

Probate Office.

Rory Cegielski

325 Central Ave., Medford WI 54451

715-560-5434

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: January 27, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DARWIN BERNDT
DOD: 01/11/2025
Amended
Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 25-IN-04
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/25/1947, and date of death
01/11/2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W5371 Park Avenue,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E
Main St. Merrill, Wisconsin, Br, 3
Hearing Room, before Becky Byer,
Probate Registrar, on February 27, 2025
at 10:00 A.M.
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 9, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452, Room 2nd Floor.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or addresses are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
W. Erich Scherr
1029 E. Main St, P.O. Box 176, Merrill,
WI 54452
715-536-8371 Bar Number 1031423
Published 1/30/25, 2/6/25 & 2/13/25
WNAXLP

informal

Legals 7700

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 30, 2025
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Kevin M. Delp
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025-IN-11

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth April
8, 1986 and date of death December 12,
2024, was domiciled in Lincoln County,
State of WI, with a mailing address of
500 S. Alexander St., Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 16, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.

Peter Delp

N1080 Fairview Rd., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-2012

Published February 6, 13 & 20, 2025

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
/S/IHON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
DATE SIGNED: 01/21/2025
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 25-CV-06
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Jacob Joseph Emil Kummer-Wotruba
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Jacob Joseph Emil Kummer-
Wotruba
To: Jacob Joseph Wotruba
Birth Certificate: Jacob Joseph Emil
Kummer-Wotruba
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
Courtroom
1110 East Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 03/20/25
Time: 10:30 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/30/25, 2/6/25 & 2/13/25
WNAXLP

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING NOTICE

February 4th.

Voting hours are:
Tuesday * February 4th

Thursday « February 6th

Tuesday * February 11th

Thursday « February 13th
Friday  February 14th

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk

Early voting for TOWN OF MERRILL residents for the
February 18th, 2025 Spring Primary, will begin at the Town of
Merrill Community Center, W4594 Progress Ave. on Tuesday,

Published January 30, February 6 & 13, 2025

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
Published February 6, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC TEST

Notice is hereby given that public testing of the
DS200 Tabulating Equipment machine and the
Express Voting machine being used in the Town
of Merrill for the February 18, 2025, Spring Primary
Election is scheduled to begin at 10:00 A.M. on
Monday, February 10, 2025. The testing will be
conducted in the Town of Merrill Community Center,
W4594 Progressive Ave., Merrill, WI 54452,

442606

WNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC TEST

Notice is hereby given that public testing

of the ExpressVote

where available.

Published February 6, 2025

equipment being used in municipalities
within Lincoln County for the February 18,
2025 General Election is scheduled from

8:30 a.m.—9:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 8,
2025 through Wednesday, February 12, 2025.
All towns and cities in Lincoln County will be
testing their voting equipment through the
Municipal Clerk’s Office within these times.
For specific times pertaining to an individual
municipality please contact the clerk for that
municipality. Specific times will also be posted
on all municipal bulletin boards and websites

and DS-200 voting

442186

WNAXLP

JANUARY LAW OF THE MONTH:
SAFE WINTER DRIVING

Be prepared
for winter road
conditions in
Wisconsin

Winter is officially here,
and with that comes the
potential for dangerous
road conditions. Snow,
sleet, and ice make it
harder to control and stop
your vehicle. From Oct.
2023 to May 2024, winter
weather contributed to
more than 11,000 crashes
in Wisconsin, resulting in
9 fatalities and over 2,000
injuries.

The Wisconsin State
Patrol’s January Law of
the Month focuses on safe
winter driving.

“Many of us look
forward to the beauty
and adventure of a new
season, but we can’t deny
that winter weather can
also create treacherous

road conditions,”
Wisconsin State Patrol
Superintendent Tim
Carnahan  said. “It’s

always best to stay off
the roads in slippery
conditions. If you must
drive, be sure to avoid
distractions, allow
additional time to get to
your destination, and
give fellow motorists and
snowplows extra space.”

Drive a reasonable
speed to prevent
crashes

State law  requires
drivers to travel at speeds
that are reasonable and
prudent for  current
conditions. Speed limits
are set for when roads are
clear and dry, so it may be
too dangerous to drive at
the posted speed limit in
slippery conditions. Many
winter crashes and slide
offs are caused by drivers
going too fast in hazardous
conditions.

Give snowplows

space to work

Snowplow drivers work
long hours to clear nearly
115,000 miles of roads
across Wisconsin, so it’s
important for everyone to
give them the space they
need to get the job done.

When approaching a
snowplow that’s clearing
ice or snow, or laying salt
or sand, state law requires
drivers to stay at least:

« 200 feet back on a
highway with a speed
limit more than 35 miles
per hour

« 75 feet back on a road
with a slower speed limit

Road conditions ahead
of a plow are likely worse,
so drivers should use
extra caution if passing
a snowplow. Plow drivers
have limited visibility and
the vehicles often create

a cloud of snow that can
obscure visibility for all.

Prepare for winter
driving

It is best to stay off
the roads during severe
winter weather to
eliminate the risk of a
crash and keep the roads
clear for first responders
and snowplow drivers. If
you must head out, always
prepare yourself and your
vehicle for winter driving.

The State Patrol
recommends the
following winter

driving tips:

« Clear snow and ice
from vehicle windows,
lights, roof, and hood.
Snow and ice sliding off
your roof or blowing
off your hood can be
dangerous.

« If youre driving
while it’s snowing, you're
required to turn your
headlights on. The general
rule is if you have your
windshield wipers on,
your headlights should be
on too.

« Snow means slow.
Allow extra travel time
and following distance
and reduce your speed
during winter conditions.

» Avoid sudden braking
or steering. Don’t be
overconfident with 4WD
or AWD. Remember
that bridge decks and
overpasses freeze up first.

« Avoid using cruise

control in winter
conditions.
« Buckle up and put your

phone down while driving.
Every trip, every time.

« Have a fully charged
phone and an emergency
kit in your vehicle.

« If you get stranded
or slide off the road, stay
buckled up in your vehicle
and call for help. Getting
out of the vehicle is very
dangerous, especially in
winter weather.

Know before you go

511 Wisconsin is a free
resource that provides live
updates on traffic and road
conditions. Winter road
condition categories were
recently updated to better
reflect current conditions
on roads across the
state. The categories are

now: Normal, Partially
Covered, Completely
Covered, Travel Not

Advised, and No Report.
Stay informed with 511.
If you must travel, know
before you go. Download
the 511 Wisconsin app,
visit 511wi.gov, or call 511
to monitor conditions.

Check us out online!

merrillfotonews.com
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Varsity Boys Basketball suffers two
consecutive home losses

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025, Merrill Boys Varsity
Basketball game was postponed due to the frigid
temperatures which also closed school and activities
throughout the Merrill area.

On Friday, Jan. 24, the Merrill Boys played host to
the Wausau West Warriors and the Warriors walked
away with the win, 54-61.

“We were a little flat for much of the game, and we
couldn’t buy a basket in the first half, scoring just 17
points,” said Merrill Boys Varsity Basketball Head
Coach Troy Pieper. “I thought we were getting great
looks, same looks as we got vs Antigo last Saturday;
however, we couldn’t get a shot to fall in the first
half, and our defense was a little flat and lacking the
energy we normally play with on defense.”

“Second half, though, credit to the guys. We fell
down by 25 with 8:00 left and didn’t stop fighting, and
might have stumbled upon a decent full court option
to go with our zone defense,” he said. “We forced some
turnovers and got West to play too fast, and finally
saw some shots fall. We battled all the way back to
within five points and had the ball, but a missed
shot in that possession and some FT’s by West sort
of sealed the win for them. I think if we could have
added a couple minutes to the game, we might have
pulled off a pretty remarkable comeback.”

“Again it’s like a broken record, but playing
another very good team in West and a team that is
very physical, we showed again we can compete and

battle with them, but we still need to put 36 minutes
of our brand of basketball together and do it at a high
level in order to start seeing the positive endings in
these tough matchups,” Pieper said.

“Iliked how Charles KalinowsKki (6 pts, 2 FG, 1 3pt, 1
F'T, 2 reb, 1 stl) and Cooper Wendorf (2 pts, 1 FG, 2 ast,
1 stl) played for us in the second half off the bench,”
Pieper said. “They really brought some great energy
and were a key part to our comeback.”

“Tyson Ott (15 pts, 6 FG, 3 3pt, 2 ast, 1 stl) had
another very good game, as did EJ Weix (15 pts, 5 FG,
23pt, 2 FT, 4reb, 3 ast, 1 stl),” he said. “Both were very
efficient on the offensive side, and Kory Page (14 pts, 3
FG, 2 3pt, 6 FT, 4 reb, 3 ast, 3 stl)—while he struggled
to find his shot in the first half—didn’t hang his head
and had a great second half himself.”

Ott, Weix, and Page were the high scorers of the
game.

Box Score

Wausau West 61 @ Merrill 54

On Tuesday, Jan. 28, the Merrill Boys played
Wausau East in another home game and lost this one
51-59.

“We didn’t start well again, which is going to be a
focus for us moving forward,” Pieper said. “It’s been
a focus all year, but for some reason the last few
conference games we sort of came out of the gate
slow and not executing, which has put us in a hole in
those games and tonight was the same.”

“To the guys credit, in all those games including
tonight, we righted the ship and sort of dictated the

Pcwtz
Pub..
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444078

MONDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. * Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 11am - Close

SUNDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm

FEBRUARY BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill =
715-536-4611 | | Regular Menu? #&&2 Wiz
SERVING FOOD ¢ Each Night BINGO 4PM
DAILY TILL 8PM Daily Food & 3 et Vv
Drink Specialsg i = Ak Sl oo

Conference Room & Hall Rental Available
Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. * Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Closed Tues. & Wed.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
601 Johnson St., Merrill + 715-536-5108

game for the most part from that point on, however
we just couldn’t quite hit that big shot when we had
chances to tie or take the lead,” he said. “We had it
down to three points with the ball late and got a great
look from someone we want taking that shot and it
just didn’t fall. That happens, but again we just can’t
start the way we did to put ourselves in such a hole
to dig out of.”

“I thought Kory Page (21 pts, 6 FG, 4 3pt, 5 FT, 7reb,
1 ast, 3 stl) might have had his best night of the year
and his career,” Pieper said. “He had 21 points, but
he also led us in rebounding, and was very active on
defense all night. I really liked the energy he brought
tonight.”

“Eli Burtman (6 pts, 2 FG, 2 FT, 3 reb, 1 stl) gave
great minutes off the bench again,” he said. “He’s
starting to find his groove a little bit over the past
couple weeks, and tonight against a big East team he
held his own and did a great job on both ends.”

“The broken record continues—another top-five
ranked team in the state and another game where
if we put it together for 36 minutes, we probably
win, but we didn’t do that,” Pieper said. “We have
shown time and time again that we can play with and
compete with the best, but we need to get over the
hump and finish one of these games off. I'm looking
forward to the second half of conference play to see
if we can get a couple of these to go our way.”

EJ Weix (7 pts, 2 FG, 3 FT, 2 ast, 3 stl) was the other
high scorer for Merrill in the game.

Box Score

Wausau East 59 @ Merrill 51

11420S. County Rd. K,
Merrill Wi  715-536-9391
Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Dine-in « Takeout « NO Delivery

Ki

CRUZANS
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

LIVE MUSIC BY
GEOFF LANDON
7:30 - 10:30pm
* DRINK SPECIALS
* BUCKET SPECIALS

5PM - 8PM

[SELILY .Breqkfast 7am-Tlam
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s
zmme W Mondays
Reserve “Tod ay For $5 Burger & Home Fries

Velofones 2
FRIDAY, FEB. 14™ &
SATURDAY, FEB. 15™

One Cut Prime Rib, 3 Shrimp, Poorrﬁans,
Chicken, Potato, Soup & Salad Bar,
Dessert and a Glass of Champagne!

Dine-in only & additional
toppings are extra.

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

!
I

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Red Granite Bar & Grill
Order Online - Check
wait times or just stop in!

Finduson

375083

VALENTINES BINGO | |~~~ Gal's
Open 11am e Starts 1pm ity & (9d/ §

« CASH PRIZES C LUB 6 4
« RAFFLE BASKET GIVEAWAY

2405 W. Main St. Merrill

COSMO Kipse$5.00
Theatre SENIORS « $5.00
Main St.  Merrill ADULTS ¢ $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
2/7/25 TO 2/13/25

Mondays All Seats $5.00

GREEN AND GOLD -
[ “PG13" (1HR 39MIN) A
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM
' SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & :00PM |
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

A MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ;d
]

Area Events &
Entertainment

Community
Calendar

Feb. 7-23 - Love the Littles
K DOG MAN Diaper Drive
i “PG” (THR 29MIN) Feb. 8 - Winter Craft &

Vendor Sales

Feb. 8 - Merrill Ice Drags
Feb. 8-9 - Merrill Ice
Reflections Ice Skating

\ FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM 1

| SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM * ¢
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

" MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM !

J Show
' FL!E ::Lm)s K Feb. 14 - Free Swing
5t FRIDAY: 7:00& 9.00PM Dance Basic Lessons at

Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church

Feb. 15 - Knights of
Columbus Ice Fishing
Tournament

Feb. 15 - Gleason Ice Oval
Races

Feb. 15 - Merrill Ice Drags

ﬁ; SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM
'_-f SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

i MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM
WWWw.cosmomovies.com

715-536-4473 |

Reservations Please!!!
Call Today 715-536-3847

444079

' F RE REG. FRY AND

REG. DRINK

'WITH PURCHASE OF

ANY DOUBLE BURGER
_____ AT REGULAR PRICE

‘oupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

MERRILL A&W

715-722-0098
We have online ordering

1
1
207 N Center Ave. Merrill, WI |
1
1
1

Tor coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1c. A&W Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

ANY DOUBLE BURGER
AT REGULAR PRICE

Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

Q :.or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1. ABW Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25.

$ I o F COMBO
THE REGULAR  (COMBO INCLUDES

] Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres- ; Good at participating locations. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Must pres-
and DoorDash! T ent coupon before ordering. Goupon cannot be combined with any other discount ¥ ent coupon before ordering, Coupon cannot be combined vith any other discount 1
i ¥ or coupon. Cash value 1/100 of 1¢. ABW Restaurants, Inc. Expires 2/28/25. I
Fm o o -
1
1

REG. FRY AND o F
F RE E REG. DRINK ! $ I MB
WITH PURCHASE OF THE REGULAR  (COMBO INCLUDES

______________________

ood at participating locations. Lt one coupon per person per visit, Must pres- 1 Good at participating locations. Linit one coupon per person per visit, Must pres-
nt coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount ¥ ent coupon before ordering. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discount
i ‘orcoupon.Cashvaluevwﬂo'|c.A&WRes1aurams,Inc.Expiresz/ze/ZS. ‘l

3 PC. COD

REGULAR FRIES
& 20 OZ. DRINK)
Coupon good at Colby, Spencer,
Withee, Merril, Cadott &
Altoona locations only!

AW

PRICE OF A

SHRIMP

COMBO .
PRICEOFA  REGULAR FRIES Les & J:I ms

& 20 OZ. DRINK)

Altoona locations only!

AW

Withee, Merrill, Cadott &
1208 N Center Ave

1
1
1
1
1
1
Coupon good at Colby, Spencer, : Lil'l'l.'-ﬂl I"I LHI'IH’S
1
1
1
1
1

Eagle's Club
1205 Lake 5t

‘Lﬁ%‘:ﬁ[mfi@ﬁ? Craft &
Vendor dale
Saturday, Feb. 8th

Two Convenient Merrill Locations
Different Crafters & Vendors at Each Location]

Feb. 16 - Dog House
Couples Bowling
Tournament at Les & Jim'’s
Feb. 21 - MHS Choir
presents Dinner and a Show
Feb. 22 - Snowbound in the
Underdown

Feb. 22 - Merrill Ice Drags
Feb. 22 - Ultimate Ice
Racing

Feb. 22 - Sip N Solve Puzzle
Tournament at Sunset
Hollow

For more information,
go to: merrillchamber.

org/events or contact
the event sponsor.

Visit Vs Online @ www.MerrillFotoNews.com
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"/ CORNER
Gleason couple starts
local plumbing service

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Young’s Plumbing is a Gleason business that started just over a
year ago, in January 2024. Owned by Seth and Danielle Young of
Gleason, Seth is a master plumber with 10 years of experience and
a licensed DNR well pump installer, while wife Danielle answers
the phone, returns messages, schedules work, and does the
bookkeeping on evenings and weekends. She also works another
full-time job, but occasionally she has the opportunity to help on
the job, Danielle said. Young’s Plumbing also just recently hired
their first part-time employee.

After being married about 13 years, the Youngs decided to start
their own business because, “I wanted to make good use of my
master plumbing license and experience the satisfaction of
completing projects independently from start to finish,” Seth said.

“We made the decision to start the company after Seth obtained
his master license,” Danielle said. “He has always wanted to work
for himself, and I fully support him in the decision. He is very good
at what he does and has excellent customer service skills. Not to
mention many people around Gleason told us Gleason needed a
local plumber.”

Seth is a native of Gleason, having grown up in the community.
“It is his hometown,” Danielle said. She grew up in Tomahawk.
With their new business, “We get to service both our hometowns,”

Serving Gleason, Merrill, Fully licensed and

Tomahawk, Rhinelander, L) iR
plumber & well

Antigo, & nearby areas. pump installer.

We specialize in septic
system and well pump/
well line installation. {

Additionally, we offer
services in new residential
construction plumbing,
remodels and updates,
repair and service, sump
pump, pressure tank, and
water heater services.

N4323 Galkin Rd, Gleason WI 54435.1
715-612-1950

www.youngs-plumbing.com

’x{ Options on

MN534 County Rd X
Gleason W1 I\

ph. 715-493-2340

Retail store now open Monday—ﬁaturday! a community event listed here
Retail Meat . please contact:

Store o Jennifer Gartmann
Custom ; 4 PhOI‘Ie: 715'21 8"1644

Processing W 4 | email: jgartmann@mmclocal.com

'Plumhing'

Danielle said. “We serve Gleason, Merrill, Tomahawk, Rhinelander,
Antigo, and the nearby areas. Our target is within 30 miles of
Gleason.”

“We are readily available and handle most plumbing aspects,
including septic, well pump, and well line installations,” Seth said.
“We can handle more than a handyman service.”

“We take pride in our customer service, responding to calls
promptly and treating each job as if it were in our own home,” he
said. “Our commitment to excellence ensures that we go above and
beyond to meet our customers’ needs.”

“At Young’s Plumbing, we take pride in delivering excellent
customer service and quality workmanship,” Danielle said. “We For Seth Young, although some
are punctual and ensure clear communication about your project aspects of plumbing can be a

. . dirty job, it’s fulfilling to see the
and associated costs. Our goal is to be the company you recommend job done right and from start

to your friends and family because of your positive experience.” to finish.

Young’s Plumbing specializes in septic system and well pump/
well line installation and offers services including new residential
construction plumbing, plumbing for remodels/updates, leak
repair, and sump pump, pressure tank, and water heater services.

Business has been going very well for the Youngs. “Our
community/friends have been like family for us!” Danielle said.
“The support and referrals we have received is unmatched for this
small community.”

The couple has a French bulldog named Mario who serves as
their business mascot. “Mario—like super Mario,” Danielle said.
“Mario (the character) is a plumber.”

For more information about Young’s Plumbing of Gleason, go to Seth works to plumb under a
their website: www.youngs-plumbing.com or call 715.612.1950. sink in a bathroom.

Many Budget-
Friendly MEHHIL_L FDtD
Pork and Ews

435 Chicken! If you would like to advertise
in the Gleason Corner, or have

357737

Gleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

Adult - $12 includes 1 wine or beer
Child Under 12 - $8 includes 1 drink COMEDY SHOW WITH

LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH OF GLEASON PRESENTS

2&%@7« LES & JIM'S HALL

February 15", 2025 from 5-7 PM / ';EB?%UA';‘E’;%T 2‘312?, 2
N5179 Bradley St Gleason _ SIDOEO RA%F?ES & 50/50 h;S:FLES
Serving Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Garlic Bread, ’ DINNER AT 5:30PM

CHICKEN & BEEF TIPS

Salad Bar, and Dessert
COMEDY SHOW AT 6:45PM

B PR ) — ]

For where two or three are gathered together

Heather Klimek at (715)218-7011
Jon St. Mary at (920)422-5195 FOR MGy P P ACE

DEAN BERG & SASH

Please Register by Saturday, Feb. 8th.
e i e MONEY KAL

To ensure you have a table set for you ready to go

and enough food for all!

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
CHURCH SCRIPT TABLE

in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
Matthew 18:20

286183

Saturday, March 8th e Starts at Noon e Raffle Prizes

INFORMATION
JAN AT 715-921-2398 $35 FOR ONE

HOLLY AT 715-921-4194 || $65 FOR TWO

2025 Bowling Event

443868

. Portable s Garages  * Garq P
Storage She  Cabins Sheds

Y s 1.‘{‘?1 m

sh forderdn llOWmel‘m .

g ddfvaryl

Sizes from
8'x8’ to 14'x40°
Free Local Delivery

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at
our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

We will be CLOSED on saturday, February 15, for a wedding.

Got Cabin Fever?
Stop in & see...

Feature Items

Sale!
Mrs. Millers sale!
w Homemade ] ! coft
T Noodles avataza Coffee
. Only .. oOnly
3*° H 7%°...
a bag (14-16 0z) 12 Flavors

12 varieties
WINTER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM
Located in Gleason.

N5211 Bradley St.

(715) 873-4843

Closed Sundays
Nice Selection of

Outdoor Poly Furniture ' 715-873-4840
STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

All prices subject to change. While Supplles Iast
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

443739

"%
; T
(A0 Wﬁll\"l" CROSSBRIDGE
"‘ﬁﬂ . hr*;ul-.;n;se};'n.rﬂ -

Work that is fun and fulfilling!

Full-Time Universal Banker-
Monday through Friday & rotating Soturdoys

Competitive salary and full benefits o

Vealve-driven, community-focused,
one-of-o-kind mutual bank

PACKAGING CORPORATION OF AMERICA
TOMAHAWK MILL

PRODUCTION LABORERS

STARTING HOURLY
WAGE: $28.10

$32.01+ WITHIN60DAYS
OF TRAINING

careers.packagingcorp.com

426545

Join the Lincoln
Production Crew
in Merrill, !

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

Why Join Us?

* Starting Pay up to $22/hr.

¢ First Shift Only - keep your evenings free!

¢ Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance

¢ Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily

* Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

3 WAYS TO APPLY

1. Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
2. Email your resume to

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today
and be part of
something great!

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
3. Go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies
@ Lincoln

Looking fov a new carneen?

Your local community newspaper is the best place to look.

Antigo Construction Inc.
Heavy Equipment Operator

The Antigo Construction Family of Companies manufactures Badger Breakers
(high-production concrete pavement breakers) and operates them as a specialty
subcontractor on construction projects across the USAand worldwide. The manufacturing
facility and corporate headquarters are located in Antigo, Wisconsin. Antigo is a small
(40 employees), family-owned business that has grown over 40 years to be the
worldwide leader for concrete pavement breaker manufacturing and operating. Learn
more about us and what we do at www.antigoconstruction.com.

Antigo Construction, Inc. is seeking a Heavy Equipment Operator who will be excited
to join a small business and be part of a team dedicated to being the best at what it does
every day.

Qualifications & Requirements:
- Heavy equipment operation and maintenance experience preferred
- CDL driver preferred, but not required
- Diesel engine and electro-hydraulic systems experience a plus
- On-the-job training option for good candidates with less experience
- Travel to project sites across the United States
- Willing to work long hours when project schedules require it, typical shift is 12 hours
- Work safely by always being alert and cautious
- Ability to work independently and with others
- Current member of Operating Engineers Local 139 union (Wisconsin), or willing
to join
Wage & Benefits:
- Operating Engineers union wage rate (base rate is $44.77/hour)
Operating Engineers union benefits package (health, pension, etc.)
- Overtime pay after 8 hours/day and on weekends
- Paid travel & lodging, company pickup
- Continuing education reimbursement, wellness incentive, safety award, phone
reimbursement

Apply:

Apply in-person at Antigo Construction, Inc., 2520 Clermont St, Antigo, WI 54409, or
call 715-627-2222 or email apply@antigoconstruction.com to request an Employment
Application.

Antigo Construction, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Minority and female candidates are encouraged to apply

443443

WINDOWS

4 10-Hour Days

Both shifts available
Possible OT on Friday
Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
Retirement & Life Insurance
Paid Holidays and Vacations
Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month

$19.79 - $21.29/HR

APPLY IN-PERSON

605 N. Ohio St. « 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Child: +$56/Month

2025 Monthly Rates

442206

Visit us online at spi.careers!

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.
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Volunteer!

Announcements 7005 J Dogs 7272 A Dogs nn

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move household &
Cars — CHEAP! Local 414-520-

1612
Firewood 7244
DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Hunting Equipment 7265

o

St d ; L
Matthews DXT Bow, hard soft
case, arrows, releases.

Call 715-966-5579.

Dogs nn

AKC  GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS $675!AKC YEL-
LOW/BLACK LAB PUPS $800!
GOLDEN LAB PUPS $400! Call
715-671-3092 (#267331) 2/3

AKC PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI

PUPS! Born Nov. 16. Vet Ckd
Lovable  $500. 715-644-8704
(2/10)s

AUSTRAILEN SHEPARD PUPS!
Tri & Merle color Ready to pick up
2/10. $400 Call 920-905-4665.
(2/3)

BERNE DOODLE PUPS! Shots
Vet Ck'd $695 No Sunday Calls.
715-409-3321 (#495932)2/3H

CAVAPOO PUPS $500
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)2/3)nw

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Wormed Vet Ck’d Health Guar-
anteed $500 Call 715-470-0458
No Text (#509642) 2/3 amsm

CAVASCHON POODLE PUPS!
Born Nov. 29. Vet Ck'd, Shots De-
wormed $450. Call 715-669-7306
(2/3)

German Shepherd/lab
puppies: Good temperament,
3/4 German shepherd, German
shepherd characteristics. Ready
to go. $250. Please call 715-
445-1636

LAB PUPS FOR SALE 2 Silver 8
Choc. Call 715-379-7861 (2/10)

MALSHIH PUPS!11-24-24 Parents
8lbs Non-Shedding $350 Call 715-
773-2199 No Text (2/3)

Miniature female poodles: |
have two female miniature parti
poodle puppies for sale! 10
weeks old and the parents are
on site. They have their 1st set
of shots and dewormed. Very
healthy. If interested | can send
pics as well. $500.00 1-956-358-
5966

MINI ESKIMO PUPS! Reg. White
$350 Call 715-773-2199 No Text
(2/3)

MOYANDOODLE PUPS! $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)2/3sm

AKC TOY POODLE PUPS! Dews,
Shots, Vet Ck'd, Wormed $850
Call 715-536-0697 #524892 (2/3)

POMERANIAN PUPPIES Born
11/30 Shots and Vet Ck'd Call
715-644-8077 (2/3)

Be social!

Meet your

neighbors!
Enjoy the arts!

Get active!

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ck'd Ready NOW Can deliver
$700 Call 715-470-0458
(#509642) 2/3 amnw

YORKI POO & HAVAPOO PUP-
PIES! DEW, Vet Ck'd and Shots.
Tri Color Chocolate 715-937-4425
(1/27)

Agriculture Services 7292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

*

Get involved
with youwv local
conununity
events!

Lots and Acreage For Sale 7466

CRANDON WI. 106 Acre Gravel
Pit for sale 3.5mil. Can divide Pit
Stumpage Available Volume Dis-
counts. Also 10 Acre on town rd.
Power Available Land Contract
Available $89,000 Call 715-493-
6121 (2/25)

JANUARY 5, 2025

Girl, Lillian Rose, born to Kaci

Kalbes and Coleton LeDuc of

Motorcycles 7502
Wausau.
BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup JANUARY 6, 2025

Girl, Athena Marie, born to
. Jafia Ritchie and Andrew
Skilled Trades 175 Ritchie of Clintonville.

Experienced Diesel Mechanic:

$30+/hr, M-F 7am to 5pm. Health,

Life & Disability Insurance, Tool & J.ANU.ARY 10.’ 2025
Cell phone allowance, Housing Girl, Ainsley Paige, born
available. Send resume to Wald- to Jordan Sherman and

vogel Trucking, W7622 State Hwy
47, Antigo, WI 54409, or call 715-
489-3674

Jonathan Sherman of Merrill.

| REAL ESTATE |

=i,

" MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

Located in the Little Florida Trailer Park,
W4470 Pope Rd., Merrill.

ASKING
$39,900

® 1997 Rollohome 16'x80’ ¢ 2 Big Bedrooms & 2 Full Baths
® Large Living Room and Large Kitchen Area

e ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED!

® (2) 3 Season additions add extra living space.

e Also includes a large shed. Selling due to death in family.

CALL 608-509-2356 FOR MORE DETAILS.

JANUARY 15, 2025
Girl, Layni Jean, born to ‘
Kaitlin Lukes of Merrill. oy -

JANUARY 16, 2025
Girl, Lilly Anna, born to
Christy Biermier and Nathan
Stanley of Gleason and
Stevens Point.

JANUARY 19, 2025
Boy, Conrad James, born
to Breann Bonke and Ben
Bonke of Merrill.

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School announces
2024-2025 second quarter Honor Roll

HIGHEST HONORS Elizabeth Burkhardt
3.75-4.00 Fiona Giese

Abigail Rell (4.0) Alex Shimel

Sophia Wendt (4.0)

Margaret Delp

Daven Saeger

HIGH HONORS 3.50 - HONORS 3.25 - 3.499

3.749 Emmett Johnson
Julia Fleischman Martin Hoffman
Evelyn Hagemeister Mason Spransy
Ben Schmeltzer Calvin Hoeft
Frederick Delp

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Cassie
Schmidt

Jancy
Hanke

443680

AKEeS

Kelly
Davenport

1005 E. Main St. » 715-536-1345

Sue
Swanson

Mariah
Chandler

WANTED - Stylist for Special Occasions/Weddings.

Sandy Gipple, Owner

N1629 Rolling Hills Road
Antigo WI 54409

Free Estimates

Custom built to any size and style .

Primary 715-618-83338
Secondary 715-610-9030

lakestarwindows@yodermail.net

Glass Warranty
Lifetime Vinyl
Warranty

440207

Jerry Stutzman

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

% o Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over

® An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty  4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient 28 Colors Available

Do it Once,
Do it Right!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing
your house?

TRY A
STEEL ROOF!

715-314-2295

M&EM BuildersiLc

4 Interior & Exterior jrom start to finish!

422674

Houses - Garages Soffit - Fascia
Roofing - Pole Sheds 5”-6” Gutters
Siding - Decks Leaf Guards

Call for Free Estimate!

Work 715-560-8308
Home 715-773-8292

Merlin Schrock
Lublin, WI 54447

Co

2839

SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up

* Clam Truck Service I
¢ Dumpster Service ’
¢ Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service ¢ Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

2\ GHRET RbbrING

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING * CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
YOUR HOUSE? EXISTING ROOFING
TRY A STEEL ROOF! , 40 yEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
&umn - 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
ST RESISTANT
- VENTILATED AT PEAK

W%
=" TSI - enerov STAR EFFICIENT

SHERWIN-WiLLtans. © SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
Colf Cootings + 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRAGTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
715-618-8232

439414

NEIGHBORHOOD
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE
SERVICE DIRECTORY

- A‘\_ * Build & Remodel  * Shop/Sheds

THORNE CONSTRUCTIONLLE ¢ Complete Remodels ¢ Concrete/ICF Walls

FULLY INSURED 715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne
' 7 s LR

PODEWELT?Z,

Repair Service, LLC
Heating ¢ Cooling * Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

% TRANE'

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

CAL'S HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Garages, Remodeling
Yard Work, Driveway Sealcoating )

’
715-816-4602 . ‘/p

-
il
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Merrill Basketball Hall of Fame nght

On Jan. 18, 2025, the
Merrill Basketball Program
celebrated their annual
2024 Merrill Basketball Hall
of Fame night at halftime
during the Merrill Girls
Varsity Basketball Team
game against Antigo. The
new 2024 inductees were:
Girls player - Jessica (Van
Der Geest) Truax, Boys
player - Jeff Ott, and Boys/
Girls Coach - John Bezier.

Jessica (VanDerGeest)
Truax

Jessica (VanDerGeest)
Truax played for the Merrill
Girls Varsity Basketball
Team from 1993-1996. In her
Senior Year, she was the
unanimous selection for
1st Team All-Conference
and was named 4th team
All State, having averaged
14.5 points, 9.6 rebounds, 3.4
steals, and 2.1 assists per
game; she was named the
Team’s Most Valuable Player
(MVP) and was a Channel
7 All-Star. In her Junior
Year, she was named 2nd
Team All-Conference and
averaged 13 points and 6.8
rebounds per game; she was
also named the Team’s MVP.

After graduating from
Merrill High School, Truax
played college basketball
at Wright State University.
There she was named MVP
in 1998 and 2000. She was
also named Raider Award
winner in 1999 and 2000 and
Female Athlete of the Year
2000. She was fifth in all-
time free throws made in her
career (310-437) and ninth for
all-time rebounds with 672,
and she scored 1,054 points

in her career. In 2008, she
was inducted into the Wright
State University Wall of
Fame.

Jeff Ott
Jeff Ott played for the
Merrill Boys Varsity

Basketball Team from 1979-
1982. In his Senior Year,
he was named 1st Team
All-Conference and 2nd
in the Wisconsin Valley
Conference. He averaged
19.9 points per game and
6.1 rebounds per game,
was named Team MVP,
Honorable Mention All State,
and Channel 7 All-Star. In his
Junior Year, he was named
1st Team All-Conference
and 2nd in the Wisconsin
Valley  Conference. He
averaged 19.4 points per
game and was named Team
MVP and Channel 7 All-
Star. Ott scored 590 points
in the Wisconsin Valley
Conference, is 5th all time
for Merrill, and he was the
10th all time leading scorer
in Merrill with 793 points (he
played when there was no
3-point shot). One of Jeff’s
best memories was hitting a
buzzer beater from the top
of the key to beat Wausau
Newman, he said.

After graduating from
Merrill High School, Ott
payed Junior College
basketball in Texas.

John Bezier
John Bezier was
recognized for his
contributions as a Merrill
Basketball Program Coach
through the years. He served
as both the Merrill Bluejay

Boys and Girls Elementary
School and the Junior/
Middle School Coach from

1985-2020:  5th/6th grade
elementary  Boys from
1985-1994; 5th/6th  grade

elementary Boys from 1995-
1998; Junior High 9th grade
Boys and 8th grade Boys
from  1999-2009; 7th/8th
grade Girls and 6th grade
Boys from 2010-2012; 6th
grade Boys and 7th grade
Girls from 2013-2020; 6th,
7th, 8th Girls traveling
team from 2003-2006; and
6th, 7th, 8th Boys traveling
team from 2006-2009. Coach
Bezier also made multiple
Final 4 appearances as
the Coach of the 5th & 6th
Grade Washington Wildcats,
including back-to-back
years in 1990 and 1991 with
Coach Pieper as his point
guard, and his team, the
Washington Wildcats won
the Championship in the 5th
& 6th Grade Boys Basketball
Tournament in 1996.

“These three inductees
have left a lasting legacy
on the school’s basketball
programs and continue to
serve as role models for
athletes and fans alike,”
said Merrill Boys Varsity
Basketball Team  Head
Coach Troy Pieper.

The names of the 2025
Hall of Fame inductees will
be announced at the Bluejay
Boys Basketball Golf Outing
on July 12, 2025, at the
Merrill Golf Course. Next
year’s 2025 Hall of Fame
ceremony will be held at
the Boys/Girls Basketball
doubleheader on Saturday,
January 17, 2026.

EMU Bluejacks lose two, one in OT

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Jan. 23, 2025, the EMU
Bluejacks played Wisconsin
Rapids in a conference
game at Marathon Park.
Wisconsin Rapids kicked
things off with the first goal
in the first period, and the
Bluejacks came back with a
goal by Liam Zdroik with an
assist from Kanin Jahnke.
Then it was back to Rapids
where they scored another
three consecutive points,
putting Rapids up 4-1 at the
end of the first period.

In the second period,
Wisconsin Rapids came
on strong again and put
up another two points
before the EMU Bluejacks
successfully landed another

goal 14.35 in.
In the third period, the
Bluejacks scored their

third and final goal of the
game just over 7 minutes
in, but Wisconsin Rapids
came back with another
goal to take the win 7-3.
Connor Burton and Chase
Klebenow each had a turn
at the Goalie position, with
Burton making 26 saves and

Klebenow making 28.

Box Score

Wisconsin Rapids 7,
EMU 3

On Saturday, Jan. 25,
2025, the EMU Bluejacks
played host to Cedarburg
for a non-conference
game at the Merrill Area
Recreation Complex. The
game was a close one,
going into overtime before
it was all said and done.
First Cedarburg came
out with the lead, firing
two goals into the net in
rapid succession about
five minutes into the first
period. Then the Bluejacks
evened things up in the
second period with two
goals, first a goal by Ryker
Remington with an assist
from both Jackson Pierce
and Kanin Jahnke, and
then a goal by Zach Pagel
with an assist from Brody
Benedict. But Cedarburg
came right back minutes
later with another score,
going into the third period
with the lead 3-2.

In the third period, EMU
evened up the score 3-3 at
15:03 into the period when

Brody Klebenow made a
goal with an assist from
Nick Bodner. The tie put
the game into overtime
where Cedarburg scored
44 seconds in to take the
win 4-3. EMU Goalie Chase
Klebenow made 42 saves
in the game, including 2 in
overtime.

Box Score

Cedarburg 4, EMU 3
in overtime

[ 1
More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

[

Jeff Ott, Jessica (VanDerGeest) Truax, and John Bezier are inducted into the Merrill Basketball

Hall of Fame.

Photo courtesy of Merrill Basketball Program.

2025 High

SEEIIE

Boys Basketball (Varsity. JV & JV2)

Fri, Feb. 7
Fri, Feb. 7
Thurs, Feb. 13
Thurs, Feb. 13
Thurs, Feb. 13

Thurs, Feb. 6
Thurs, Feb. 6
Tues, Feb. 11
Tues, Feb. 11

Sat, Feb. 8

Sat, Feb. 8

Thurs, Feb. 6
Thurs, Feb. 6

Sat, Feb. 8
Sat, Feb. 8

Stevens Point (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
WI Rapids Lincoln (JV3) Away 4:15 pm
WI Rapids Lincoln JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Stevens Point (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Stevens Point (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
WI Rapids Lincoln (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Wausau East (Varsity & JV) Away 10:00 am
Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Wausau East (Varsity) Away 10:00 am
Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Marshfield (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Marshfield (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Superior (JV) Away 12:00 pm
Superior (Varsity) Away 2:00 pm
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Callum Wheeler, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the
week of Feb. 6, 2025. Callum started wrestling in fourth grade as a Junior Jay, continued wrestling
at Prairie River Middle School (PRMS), started on the JV team for the first meet of his Freshman year
when he was pulled up to Varsity, and he has been on the Merrill Varsity Wrestling Team ever since,
just recently celebrating 100 career wins. Callum started playing Football in the sixth grade at PRMS,
played JV2 as a Freshman, played JV as a Sophomore, and played the next two years as a running back
on the Merrill Varsity Football Team.
At school, his favorite class last semester was metals, and he is looking forward to his welding class
this semester. When not at school or playing sports, Callum likes to hang out with friends playing video
games or fishing; lift weights at home or at the high school; hunt deer, ducks, and geese; and go out to

eat with family.

The son of Christy Lopez of Merrill and Jason Wheeler of Antigo, Callum has a 2.4 GPA. After graduating

this spring, Callum plans to enter the workforce, going into the trades as a welder.

Callum Wheeler

Congratulations from these sponsors:

erotecing | Church
THE GREATER | Mutual
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Real Rewards,

Year After Year

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.
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