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Section A

Vilas board OKs ATV/UTV 
traffi c on county roads

BY JOSEPHINE 
HINDERMAN

NEWS EDITOR

In a nail-biting 10-9 vote, 
the Vilas County Board of  
Supervisors approved an 
ordinance amendment that 
will allow all-terrain and 
utility task vehicles (ATVs/
UTVs) year-round access on 
all county roads, except Lac 
du Flambeau.

The amendment, 
brought to the board by 
the Vilas County Highway 
Committee, was passed 
before a packed meeting 
room on the morning of  
Tuesday, Jan. 28.

During the time for 
public comments, County 
Chairman Jerry Burkett 
had those in attendance get 
into two groups comprised 
of  those in favor and those 
who were opposed to the 
ordinance amendment, 
and had them elect a 
representative to speak on 
the group’s behalf  during 
15-minute intervals.

The fi rst side to present 
their points were those 
who favored ATV/UTVs 
using county roads, as was 
decided by a coin toss.

The fi rst to speak to the 
board was Lisa Penner, 
secretary for the Vilas 
County ATV/UTV Alliance, 
as well as the St. Germain 
ATV Club. 

Penner said she was 
speaking on behalf  of  
the Alliance’s members, 
representing about 953 
general members and 332 
business members. Her 
points primarily refl ected 
the economic benefi ts of  
the sport, the benefi ts law 
enforcement and tourists 
could get from standardized 
rules, and increased growth 
in the sport.

She also combated 
concerns that have been 
raised over the potential 
dangers ATV/UTVs may 
pose to local environments 
and nature trails, saying 
that the damage that does 
happen on these trails 
occurs due to trails “not 
being properly designed or 
maintained.”

“The clubs in Vilas 
County work very hard 
with the DNR and the 
county to make sure these 
impacts do not occur,” 
Penner explained.

Those in attendance 

who voiced opposition to 
the ordinance amendment 
brought up a perceived 
loss of  control from town 
boards, especially in towns 
whose constituents were 
repeatedly opposed to ATV/
UTV tra�  c on their roads.

“Don’t take away 
control from local town 
governments,” said Boulder 
Junction Town Chairman 
Dennie Ruess. “We know 
our people, we work there, 
we live there, we know what 
people are expecting. I’m 
asking you (the board) to let 
towns govern towns.”

Ruess was one of  three 
town chairmen — alongside 
John Hanson of  Manitowish 
Waters and Joseph 
Discianno of  Winchester 
— to speak against the 
ordinance amendment 
based on opposition voiced 
by their constituents.

This sentiment was 
also shared among board 
supervisors, including 
Supervisor Richard 
Hanson.

“What I really think I 
need to address is local 
control,” he said. “We had 
promised these towns that 
we would not open county 

roads within their towns, 
without a request from the 
town. And we now are being 
asked to go back on that 
promise. I’m not ready to 
give up my credibility with 
the towns.”

Burkett concluded 
the discussion with his 
own opposition to the 
amendment, saying, “I 
believe in local control… 
It’s called respect. We all 
represent the area that we 
live in — it’s called respect.”

The 10-9 vote was passed 
after over two hours of  
public comment and board 
discussion.

According to the 
Vilas County Highway 
Commissioner, Troy 
Schalinske, changes won’t 
go into e¡ ect until signage 
is installed on all county 
trunk highways. A press 
release will follow upon the 
project’s completion. There 
is no timeline available for 
the project.

Those who may be 
interested in viewing the 
ordinance can do so by 
contacting the Vilas County 
Clerk’s o�  ce at 715-479-

Lions clubs 
partner with 

FORK to “Stick 
it to Hunger”

Social emotional 
learning 

modules show 
early signs of 

support at PinesThe Phelps-Land O’ Lakes Lions Club 
will be partnering with Feed Our Rural 
Kids (FORK) in an e¡ ort to combat food 
insecurity in the North Woods as a part of  
their “Stick It to Hunger” campaign.

Part of  providing aid to local families 
experiencing food insecurity involves 
spreading information on services the 
program o¡ ers, which can be an expensive 
and time-consuming endeavor for the 
volunteer organization. This is where 
partnering with local organizations, 
stepping up to o¡ er their services to FORK, 
comes in.

In 2022, FORK collaborated with the 
Vilas and Oneida County Departments of  
Human Services to create FORK’s Family 
Food Helpline — a toll-free, confi dential 
source of  information related to free and 
reduced-cost food support programming in 
the area. 

BY BILL ZUELKE
CORRESPONDENT

Sta¡  and parent feedback about a new 
social emotional learning (SEL) program 
in the Northland Pines School District 
shows early signs of  support based on 
survey results shared by district o�  cials 
at the regular monthly board meeting held 
last week in Eagle River.

Emily Rhode, Director of  Special 
Education & Pupil Services, led a team 
of  presenters o¡ ering a fi rst glimpse of  
the acceptance of  Character Strong and 
Purposeful People learning modules 
which focus on student engagement in 
instruction and developing character traits 
beyond lessons in the classroom such as 
respect, empathy, responsibility, gratitude 
and honesty.

Pond hockey 
returning to 
Eagle River

this weekend
BY NEWS-REVIEW STAFF

The 2025 National Pond Hockey 
Championships will be returning to 
Eagle River this weekend Feb. 7 - 9 
on Dollar Lake after unseasonably 
warm temperatures in 2024 led to its 
cancellation for the year.

Across 24 specially marked 
rinks created by the Eagle River 
Fire Department, spectators can 
come and watch teams compete for 
the championship title in over 180 
scheduled games.

First started in 2006, over 300 teams 
from across the country have come to 
compete on the ice of  Dollar Lake in a 
familiar, “low-tech” four-on-four style 
of  hockey. Games will be played in two 
15-minute halves.

For more information, visit the 
USA Hockey website at https://www.
usahockey.com/pondhockey.

Spectator information
Spectators are welcome, and are 

encouraged to check schedules at the 
USA Hockey website for game times.

The Chanticleer Inn will be 
open for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. Concessions on the lake 
will be presented by the Sno-Eagles 
Snowmobile Club, and will be open to 
both players and fans.

Spectators are asked to keep parking 
in mind, as parking at the inn and 
along Dollar Lake Road will be limited, 
and there will be no parking available 
at or on Dollar Lake.

Parking is also available at the Eagle 
River Ice Arena. Buses will be running 
from the arena to the Chanticleer Inn 
from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. on Friday, and 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. on Saturday. There will be no 
buses available on Sunday. 

To FORK Pg. 3 To SUPPORT Pg. 2

To TRAFFIC Pg. 2

ICY SUN — Still standing after being up for nearly a 
month, the Eagle River ice castle was alight with early 
afternoon rays last Thursday. At night, multi-colored lights 
illuminate the castle for passerby, visitors and locals to 
enjoy.  —Photo By Tim Schreiber

WINTRY FLUFF — A whitetail deer wanders through the woods, its shape softened 
by its dense, seasonal winter coat. Whitetail deer typically maintain a winter coat before 
shedding them during spring and growing in their sleeker summer coats. 

—Photo By Kurt Krueger

Hockey teams from across the country will be battling for the title of pond hockey champions at the Pond 
Hockey National Championships on Dollar Lake Feb. 7 - 9.  —STAFF PHOTO
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3600 or by visiting www.
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Broadband
Following the discussion 

on the ATV/UTV ordinance, 
the board unanimously 
decided to endorse Charter, 
Norvado and Brightspeed 
in applying for the 
Broadband, Equity, Access 
and Deployment (BEAD) 
Grant.

Funds from this grant 
will be used to further 
expand broadband access 
in Vilas County.

“The Vilas County 
Economic Development 
Corporation (VCEDC) 
has been pleased to lead 
broadband expansion on 
behalf  of  Vilas County 
since the spring of  2020 with 
our ‘Vilas First’ strategy,” 
said VCEDC Executive 
Director Kathy Schmitz. 
“At that time, only 5% of  

Vilas County was covered 
by high-speed broadband. 
Today, 86% of  Vilas County 
has or will soon have high-
speed broadband as a 
result of  previously funded 
projects that we have played 
a major role in achieving.”

Schmitz added that the 
BEAD program goal for 
Vilas County is to bring 
high-speed broadband 
to the remaining 14% 
of  county residents and 
businesses.

Visit https://www.
v i l a s c o u n t y e d c . o r g /
broadband/ for more 
information about the 
VCEDC’s broadband 
e¡orts.

Lemonades 4 Helo
Vilas County Sheri¡ Joe 

Fath and Chief  Deputy 
Patrick Schmidt were in 
attendance to recognize 
the fundraising e¡orts 
of  11-year-old Jackson 
Favorite, who raised over 
$1,000 for K-9 deputy, Zach 
Stern, and his canine, Helo, 
in his Lemonades 4 Helo 

campaign over the summer.
Favorite, who would 

like to become a K-9 o�cer 
when he grows up, was 
presented with a special 
plaque in appreciation from 

Deputy Stern and Helo. 
He also received a Citizen 
Commendation award from 
Sheri¡ Fath and Chief  
Deputy Schmidt.

NEWSWEATHER 
CORNERCORNERCORNER

Note: Precipitation amounts are recorded at 8 a.m. for the previous 24 hours.

Hi Lo Prec.
Sun., Jan. 28 ........ 35 23 Tr. S
Mon., Jan. 29 ........37 25 None
Tues., Jan. 30....... 33 31 Tr. S
Wed., Jan. 31 ........ 42 27 Tr. S
Thurs., Feb. 25 .....37 26 None
Fri., Feb. 26  .......... 42 20 Tr. R+S
Sat., Feb. 27 ......... 46 14 None

ONE YEAR AGOLAST SEVEN DAYS
Hi Lo Prec.

Tues., Jan. 28 ....... 38 2 0.2" S
Wed., Jan. 29 ....... 28 9 1.2" S
Thurs., Jan. 30 .... 40 17 None
Fri., Jan. 31............ 28 4 None
Sat., Feb. 1 ............ 20 -1 None
Sun., Feb. 2 ............32 20 1.5" S
Mon., Feb. 3 ...........25 0 Tr. S

PORTIONS OF THE WEATHER CORNER ARE THROUGH THE COURTESY OF DARYL 
RUTKOWSKI, EAGLE RIVER, WISBURN, WVIC AND NEWSWATCH 12 WEATHER.

LAST YEAR
The average daily high at this time last year for the next 
seven days was 39, while the average overnight low was 
24. The average precipitation amounts were 0.

Comparison
Days of precipitation recorded since Oct. 1, 2024, 78 
days; 2024, 76 days. Average high of past 30 days, 
2025, 20; 2024, 26. Average low of past 30 days, 2025, 
1; 2024, 15.

SNOW DEPTH
Snow measured around 2” in depth at noon on Monday, 
Feb. 3.

ICE CONDITIONS
Most bodies of water in the area have between 18 to 24” 
of ice.

5-DAY OUTLOOK
Wednesday: Mix of sun and clouds. Hi:24 Lo:18
Thursday: More clouds than sun. Hi:23 Lo:-3
Friday: Partly cloudy. Hi:20 Lo:9
Saturday: Snow likely. Hi:21 Lo:9
Sunday: A mix of sun and clouds. Hi:19, Hi:19 Lo:-3

Traffic
FROM PAGE 1

Despite being an ATV owner himself and having a personal love for the sport, Supervisor Marv Anderson (left) also voiced his 
opposition to the amendment in favor more control being given to town governments.

—Staff Photos By JOSEPHINE HINDERMAN

Boulder Junction resident Steve Halverson was one of the few 
community members to have spoken in opposition to the ATV/
UTV ordinance amendment. 

ADRC brain 
health discussion 

set Feb. 11
The Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) 

of  Vilas County will be holding a brain health 
discussion at the Walter E. Olson Memorial Library 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11, from 1 - 2:30 p.m. 

The discussion will include ways to keep the brain 
sharp by looking at socialization, mental stimulation, 
physical activity, spirituality and nutrition.

To RSVP, call the ADRC at 715-479-3625 or email 
lebaug@vilascountywi.gov.

Support
FROM PAGE 1

Survey results included 
responses by teachers 
indicating high levels of  
support as reflected in 
majority approval ratings 
in categories ranging 
from personal comfort 
in presenting the new 
curriculum to the fact that 
the programs o¡er regular 
opportunities for student 
reflection and feedback. 
From the perspective of  
parents, nearly 75% of  the 
survey responses indicated 
a belief  that the programs 
will help children succeed 
in school and beyond.

There were also some 
elements that were 
identified as needing 
improvement. 

For many teachers, 
survey feedback indicated 
that the program is so 
new that additional time is 
needed to fully understand 
the features, and there was 
concern expressed about 
not having enough time 
for meaningful classroom 
discussions. In addition, the 
survey indicated that many 
parents were unaware of  

the program or the specific 
activities included.

According to Rhode, 
these concerns will be 
addressed in the months 
ahead as the district adjusts 
to the new programs. 

“We will be looking at 
ways where we can modify 
content or instructional 
strategies,” she said. 
“While taking a step back to 
look at the overall district 
implementation plan 
and make sure we make 
appropriate revisions when 
needed, it is also important 
that we look at family 
engagement to bring the 
best communication and 
information that is useful 
for parents and students.”

The SEL program was 
approved by the board 
of  education last year to 
be implemented into the 
standard course of  study 
for all district students in 
a three-year commitment 
period beginning with the 
current school year. Rhode 
said that the ultimate 
success of  the program 
will be measured through 
academic growth, college 
and career readiness, and 
overall life satisfaction.

Phone policy
In other agenda items 

addressed in the monthly 
meeting, the board 
acknowledged recent 
feedback it received related 
to current restrictions on 
student cell phone use, and 
the restricted use of  select 

electronic devices during 
school hours. 

Several students in a late 
December board meeting 
asked for reconsideration 
about the restrictions, 
especially for students in 
the higher grade levels, and 
shared a petition signed by 
fellow students throughout 
the district.

The board addressed this 
topic at the January policy 
committee meeting where 
members stated that they 
were impressed with the 
student presentation, but 
that since the cell phone 
restrictions have only been 
in place for a few months, it 
is too soon to fairly evaluate 
the policy for change.

As part of  the review 
process, District 
Administrator Scott Foster 
looked at the academic 
achievement of  students 
during the first trimester 
of  the new policy and 
shared results at the policy 
meeting, indicating a 27% 
reduction in the number of  
failing grades compared to 
the same period last year. 

“The academic 
improvement is a solid 
indicator,” he said, “but we 
need to look at this entire 
policy for at least a full 
school year before it would 
be appropriate to consider 
changes.”

School board president 
Jennifer Payne agreed and 
said the recent student 
feedback impressed her. 

“I really appreciated 
hearing from these students 
as they shared sincere 
comments and concerns,” 
she said. “Their voices were 
respectfully heard by this 
board and it was nice to see 
their participation in the 
governing process.” 

Similar comments 
were expressed by other 
committee members.

Referendum update
Before the regular 

meeting adjourned, Foster 
gave a brief  update on 
activity related to the 
upcoming operational 
referendum vote scheduled 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
when the district will ask 
property taxpayers for 
funds to maintain and 
support operations of  the 
Northland Pines School 
District. 

Foster completed the 
last session early this week 
in a series of  community 
informational meetings 
and says he is happy with 
the public engagement on 
this topic.

Referendum details, 
including a copy of  the 
presentation used at 
the public information 
meetings, can be found 
at www.npsd.k12.wi.us 
through links on the 
district’s home website 
page. 

The next regular board 
meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, Feb. 24, at 6 p.m.

DMV o�ers 
information 

on obtaining an 
ID for voting

Ahead of  the Wisconsin 
Spring Primary Election 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18, the 
Wisconsin Department 
of  Transportation 
(WisDOT) Division of  
Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
reminds citizens how to 
obtain identification, free 
of  charge, that is valid for 
voting.

Valid identification 
for voting purposes 
includes a driver license, 
identification card, 
military or student ID 
card, etc. There is no 
separate “voter ID.” A 
federally compliant REAL 
ID card is not required 
for voting purposes. 
Anyone unsure if  their 
identification meets the 
requirements should visit 
the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission website at 
https://bringit.wi.gov/ to 
check.

Begin online to see 
a list of  the required 
documents that are 
needed to present at a 
DMV Customer Service 

Center in order to obtain 
identification to show at 
the polls at wisconsindmv.
gov/idcards. A process is 
available to U.S. citizens, 
free of  charge, to obtain 
a receipt valid to take to 
the polls for voting if  the 
ID card is not available in 
time.

Anyone with questions 
related to obtaining an ID 
that can be used to vote 
should call DMV’s toll-free 
hotline at (844) 588-1069. 
Questions regarding voter 
eligibility, poll locations, 
voter registration 
information, or other 
election information 
can be directed to the 
Wisconsin Elections 
Commission at elections.
wi.gov.

Start the application 
now at wisconsindmv.
gov or at a local DMV 
Customer Service Center. 

To find a DMV, or to 
check hours, services 
and wait times, visit 
w i s c o n s i n d m v . g o v /
centers.
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NEWS
St. Germain 

seeks town clerk 
candidates 

The Town of  St. 
Germain is seeking write-
in candidates for town 
clerk for the upcoming 
spring general election to 
be held on Tuesday, April 
1. Candidate paperwork 
was turned in for expiring 
terms for other open 
positions of  chairman, two 
supervisor positions, and 
town treasurer. 

A town clerk plays 
a crucial role in 
local government by 
maintaining o�cial 
records, overseeing 
elections, and supporting 
town functions. 

Dedicated and detail-
oriented individuals are 
encouraged to submit 
their names. Other 
qualifications include 
being a qualified elector 
of  St. Germain, having 
the ability to work with 

the public, having the 
knowledge of  town 
government procedures, 
along with experience in 
public administration or a 
similar role.  

The key responsibilities 
of  the town clerk will 
include, but are not limited 
to, being the o�cial keeper 
of  town records and 
documents, overseeing 
elections and managing 
voter registration, 
maintaining the town 
budget, issuing various 
licenses and permits, 
recording minutes for 
town board meetings, and 
assisting residents on 
town services and other 
information.

For more information, 
contact the St. Germain 
Town Clerk at 715-542-8024 
and select option 1.

This month, four cadets 
from the Wisconsin Wing 
of  the Civil Air Patrol will 
travel to Washington D.C. 
to meet with government 
o�cials and elected 
representatives, including 
one cadet from Eagle River.

“National Legislative 
Day is important for Civil 
Air Patrol to reinforce 
the understanding of  our 
mission to nonmembers 
through representatives,” 
says Cadet Lieutenant 
Colonel Kaeden Saunders. 
“At the same time, it 
allows the selected (cadet) 
representatives a unique 
opportunity to experience 
how our government really 
works.”

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is a 
Congressionally chartered 
nonprofit organization 
that functions as the 
auxiliary of  the Air Force. 
CAP performs a variety of  
emergency and operational 
missions on demand for 
the federal government. 
Additionally, CAP o�ers 
youth programs and 
provides support to schools 
and students in thousands 
of  communities.

The Wisconsin Wing 
has more than 600 adult 
members and 400 youth 
members. The youth 
chosen to represent the 
state are Cadet Second 
Lieutenant Brisha 

Briseno, Cadet Lieutenant 
Colonel Kristiana Clay, 
Cadet Second Lieutenant 
Hayden Elwood, and 
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel 
Kaeden Saunders. These 
cadets represent La Crosse, 
Eagle River, Stevens Point 
and the Milwaukee area, 
respectively.

The team will be led 
by Lieutenant Colonel 
Todd Mandel, the Wing 
Deputy Commander, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Geo� 
Biedermann, the Wisconsin 
Government Relations 
O�cer. 

“The intent is to 
highlight some of  the great 

accomplishments of  CAP’s 
operations and impact 
on our communities and 
state, and to discuss our 
annual budget request,” 
says Lieutenant Colonel 
Biedermann. “It also 
serves as an opportunity 
to give some of  our best 
and brightest cadets the 
opportunity to speak to 
their elected leaders.” 

Cadet perspective is 
a unique highlight for 
government o�cials — an 
opportunity to hear first-
hand the impact Civil Air 
Patrol has in the lives of  
their constituents, and how 
those involved are giving 
back.

Cadet Lieutenant 
Colonel Kristiana Clay of  
Eagle River has been in 
Civil Air Patrol for five 
years, and has applied to 
both the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and the U.S. Naval 
Academy. She says CAP 
has provided “experiences 
to grow myself  and my 
leadership capabilities,” 
and wants to share what 
CAP is doing in Wisconsin. 
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel 
Saunders, who also hopes 
to attend a service academy, 
says the cadet program 
“provides the figurative 
laboratory” for practicing 
and learning leadership 
skills. 

Eagle River teen one of four cadets 
representing Civil Air Patrol in nation’s capitol

Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Kristiana Clay of the Eagle River 
Composite Squadron, WI Wing, is pictured during the Air Force 
Academy Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs, Colo.

 —Contributed Photo

Howard Young Medical Center 
named ‘Top Recommended Hospital’
Howard Young Medical 

Center has been named 
a ‘Top Recommended 
Hospital’ by Becker’s 
Hospital Review, 
recognized for its high 
level of  patient satisfaction 
based on patients’ 
likelihood to recommend 
the facility to others.

Becker’s compiled this 
list of  hospitals across the 
nation, utilizing data from 
the Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of  Healthcare 
Providers and Systems 
(HCAHPS) survey, which 
is managed by The Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS). The survey 
measures various aspects 

of  the patient experience, 
including the question, 
“Would you recommend 
this hospital to your friends 
and family?”

“This achievement 
reflects the compassionate 
care and dedication of  our 
entire team,” said Lori 
Knitt, VP – Patient Care 
and Chief  Nursing O�cer, 
Aspirus WI North Division. 
“Every day, our sta�, 
nurses and providers work 
tirelessly to ensure patients 
feel heard, supported and 
valued. Being named a top 
recommended hospital is 
a proud moment for our 
team and reinforces the 
high standards of  care we 

strive to provide to our 
community.”

The HCAHPS star rating 
system, which uses patient 
feedback from surveys 
completed in 2023, takes 
into account responses 
from hospitals with at least 
100 completed surveys in 
a fourth-quarter period. 
The ranking is based on 
patients’ satisfaction with 
the care they received 
and their likelihood of  
recommending the hospital 
to others.

“We are incredibly 
proud of  the recognition 
from Becker’s Hospital 
Review,” said Teri Theiler, 
President, Aspirus WI 

North Division. “Our team 
is committed to delivering 
outstanding care to every 
patient, and this honor is a 
testament to their e�orts to 
ensure that each patient’s 
experience is positive and 
supportive.”

The HCAHPS survey, 
developed by CMS and the 
Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality 
(AHRQ), is a standardized 
instrument used to assess 
patient experiences in 
hospitals nationwide.

For more information 
about Howard Young 
Medical Center, visit 
aspirus.org.

FORK
FROM PAGE 1

The goal, both then 
and now, is to help Vilas 
and Oneida County 
residents struggling with 
food insecurity find the 
nutritional support they 
need.

“The greatest challenge 
for the helpline will 
always be finding creative 
and cost-e�ective ways to 
keep 888-479-FORK (3675) 
‘top-of-mind’ with area 
residents,” explained 
FORK President Perry 
Pokrandt. “To date, FORK 
has funded television, 
radio, newspaper, and 
Facebook ads to do just 
that, and it’s working!  
But the cost of  this type 
of  advertising over the 
long run is overwhelming, 
despite our media 
partners’ generous in-
kind support.”

It was from FORK’s 
long-range focus on 
message e�ciency that 
“Stick It to Hunger” was 
created.

“ C o s t - e f f e c t i v e 
communication is 
essential,” explained 
Vilas County Human 
Services Director Valorie 
Wielhouwer. “Our hope 
is that we can create a 
network of  local partners 
across both counties, who 
will help us to place Family 
Food Helpline stickers 
on bathroom mirrors in 
area businesses, schools, 
government buildings, and 
other public buildings.”

The idea is to place the 
sticker onto thousands of  
bathrooms across the two 
counties that, in the years 
to come, will have reached 
all area residents before 
they may need help.

“We are excited to 
announce one of  those 

local partnerships is in 
place, with the Phelps-
Land O’ Lakes Lions Club 
already o�ering their 
support,” said Stick It to 
Hunger Chairperson Lynn 
Kenning. “Community 
groups, like the Lions, 
are the heart of  our 
communities and this 
partnership with groups 
like the Phelps-Land O’ 
Lakes Lions will be the 
key to this e�ort’s success 
in the future.”

Helpline stickers will 
begin being placed in 
Phelps and Land O’ Lakes 
starting in February.

“No one really knows 
which of  our friends, 
family members, or 
neighbors is experiencing 
food insecurity,” said 
Lions representative Brian 
Blank. “By placing these 
informational stickers 
around our community, 
we will be providing 
necessary information to 
those in need. Help is just 
a call away.”

FORK is inviting local 
businesses in the area to 
be part of  the Stick It to 
Hunger initiative. Any 
businesses located in Vilas 
or Oneida County can call 
project Chairperson Lynn 
Kenning at 312-543-1801

FORK will be 
coordinating the regional 
e�ort of  community 
partners to ensure an 
organized and e�cient 
e�ort, Pokrandt added. 

“If  you represent an 
organization in Vilas or 
Oneida County and are 
interested in learning 
more, or helping out, 
please reach out to Stick It 
at info@feedourruralkids.
org.,” he said.

“We cannot do this 
alone,” concluded 
Kenning. “Join us in 
this e�ort to ‘Stick It to 
Hunger” in 2025.”

Local rotary clubs promote
ethics and civility to 9th graders

Rotary Clubs in 
communities throughout 
northeast Wisconsin and 
the Upper Peninsula are 
sponsoring local Rotary 
Four Way Test Speaking 
contests, with students able 
to win up to $1,500.

The Rotary Four Way 
Test was developed more 
than one hundred years ago 
to teach ethics to Rotary 
members and the business 
community.

It states, “In all the 
things we think, say and 
do, is it the truth, is it fair 
to all concerned, will it 
build goodwill and better 
friendship, and will it be 
beneficial to all concerned.”

Ninth grade students are 

invited to write a five minute 
speech on how to apply the 
Four Way test to social media 
and how people are treated. 
Detailed information 
about contest rules and 
how to enter is available at 
redistricting6220org.

Local winners will be 
awarded a cash prize of  
$500 and will then enter the 
competition on the Rotary 
district level, where first 
place will be $1,000. Second 
and third place prizes will 
also be awarded locally and 
by the district.

Rotary District 6220 
comprises 41 clubs 
throughout Wisconsin 
and Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula.

Rotary International is 
one of  the world’s largest 
service clubs with more 
than 1,400,000 members in 
more than 200 countries.

Rotary District Governor 
Roger Utnehmer, a member 
of  the Rotary Club of  
Wausau, invites parents, 
grandparents, teachers, 
friends and relatives to 
encourage ninth grade 
students to participate

“The next pandemic in 
America may very well 
be teen mental health. 
A speaking contest that 
encourages students to 
think about their social 
media activity, and how 
they treat others, may be 
one way to deal with the 

rising problem of  teen 
anxiety and depression,” 
Utnehmer said.

The thoughts shared 
by students in these five 
minute speeches can be very 
helpful in assisting adults 
to relate more e�ectively to 
young people, according to 
Utnehmer.

The deadline for local 
competitions is Tuesday, 
April 1, with the district 
competition scheduled for 
Saturday, April 12.

Local competitions may 
be online or in person. 
District competition will be 
online only.

All details on how to enter 
is available at ridistrict6220.
org. 715-479-4421

Gonna need a 
          new JOB?

We have good companies 
looking for new employees 
in our help wanted section!



Bill Kirby
William P. Kirby, 89,

of Three Lakes, passed
away on Jan. 13, 2025.

He was born in
Chicago, IL on Dec. 24,
1935, to Ernest and Lor‐
raine (nee Lubinski).

Bill lived in Chicago
and Crestwood, IL until
he retired permanently to
Three Lakes in 1999.

Bill was a proud mem‐
ber of Sheet Metal
Workers Local #73

(Chicago), Three Lakes Lions Club and Fishing
Has No Boundaries (Eagle River). Bill enjoyed a
lifetime of fishing and hunting along with the Three
Lakes NASCAR, Horseshoe and Wednesday Night
Muskie leagues.

Though he retired to the Wisconsin Northwoods,
Bill’s passion for the Chicago Bears and Chicago
Cubs never wavered.

Bill is survived by his four children, Bill Jr. (Deb‐
bie), Sue (Paul Lazar), Jeff (Lori) and Colleen
(Phil) Dorner; and stepdaughters, Gail (the late
Todd) Rudie and Terry Dembraski; his 13 grand‐
children and 11 great-grandchildren and sister,
Mary Rose (Glen Swenson); along with many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his two wives Judy
(nee Antelek) and June (nee Gerner) and four broth‐
ers, Ernest, Raymond, Ronald and Michael.

Bill will be remembered by many for his story‐
telling, quick wit and booming voice. He was also
known for cooking a great fish fry. And if that fish
fry meant that his family and friends were visiting
the Northwoods, all the better. The deer, fish and
local slot machines will no longer live in fear.

A celebration of Bill’s life will be held on Satur‐
day, May 3, at The Reiter Center in Three Lakes, 11
a.m.– 3p.m.

The family would appreciate memorials in Bill’s
name to the Three Lakes Lions Club or the Eagle
River Fishing Has No Boundaries.

PAID OBITUARY

Phoebe McElroy
Phoebe McElroy, age

93, passed away peace‐
fully at her home in
Phelps, WI, on Jan. 19,
2025. Born on Dec. 30,
1931, in Racine, WI, she
was the beloved daugh‐
ter of Reverend Oliver
C. Chapin and Frida
Regina Axt.

Phoebe was preceded
in death by her husband,
William G. McElroy; her
brother, Oliver Paul

Chapin; her sister, Faith Hogan; and her daughter,
Michal Susan Snook.

She is survived by her children, Stephanie Snell
of Bethel, ME, Hilary (Lori) Snook of Merrimack,
MA, and Colin (Renee) Snook of Phelps, WI. She
also leaves behind seven grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

Phoebe graduated as a Registered Nurse from St.
Luke's School in Racine and went to work at
Michael Reese Hospital in Chicago.

In 1963, she moved to Phelps where she dedi‐
cated her life to caring for others. She began her
Northwoods career at the Lillian Kerr Nursing
Home in Phelps, then worked with Dr. E.C. Eick‐
hoff in Land O’ Lakes and retired at the age of 65
from Aspirus in Phelps.

She loved to tell stories of her early nursing days
when they resharpened and reused needles and
washed used bandages. She loved the people of
Northern Wisconsin and told stories how during
smelt season the men of Phelps would drop off
buckets of them. The entire staff would clean them
and then staff and patients all had a huge fish fry.

Phoebe had a vibrant spirit and a profound love
for her family, cooking, and the Northwoods, where
she felt deeply connected to nature. Anyone that
knew her will smile and remember her fondness for
flip flops.

After being diagnosed with lung cancer, she held
a heartfelt celebration of life party to spend cher‐
ished moments with family and friends. She wanted
to express her gratitude to all who celebrated her
life with her during that special gathering.

Phoebe will be dearly missed by those who knew
and loved her. Her legacy of compassion, strength,
and joy will continue to live on in the hearts of her
family and friends.

Private services will be held by the family.
Arrangements by Gaffney-Busha Funeral Home,

Eagle River. Online condolences may be expressed
at gaffney-busha.com PAID OBITUARY

442780
Mark Menting

Mark Menting of Eagle River, passed away unex‐
pectedly on Thursday, Jan. 16, 2025, at the age of
62.

Mark was a hard worker who loved the outdoors.
He enjoyed spending time with Eric swinging on
the swings teasing each other.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two
brothers.

Mark is survived by his partner, Pam; her son,
Eric; brothers, Gary, Tom, Patrick; sisters, Debra,
Barb, Karen, Kristie, Janet, Paula, and Michelle;
two nieces and two nephews.

Celebration of life will be on a future date.
PAID OBITUARY
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ST. GERMAIN
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Every Saturday:
Fellowship Hour – 4:30 PM
Worship Service – 5:30 PM
Holy Communion Offered

at Every Service

Where the Gospel is Preached in it’s Truth and Purity.

1315 Hwy. 155 - (1/4 mile North of Hwy 70 & 155)
St. Germain - 715 542 3114

All are Welcome!
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QualityMemorialsfromPeoplewhoCare

Lakeland Monuments
306 Hwy 70 E.
St. Germain, WI

Bob & Peggy Ausloos
Mobile 920-420-4520 - Home O­ce 715-542-3548

www.lakelandmonumentsllc.com
Proudly Represents
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The family of Don Eliason would like to express our
deepest gratitude to the remarkable people that recently
provided us with care and support. We are especially
grateful to caregivers John from Cornerstone Caregivers
and Guy from Nicolet Staf�ng for their kindness and
dedication. Their compassionate care meant so much
to Don and our family.

We are also especially thankful to Dr. Bettag of
Marsh�eld ClinicMinocquaCenter for his dedicated care
and support during the last few years. Jennifer Jordan,
NP, and the compassionate staff at Aspirus Eagle River
Hospital went above and beyond to ensure Donnie was
treated with kindness, offering not only expert medical
care but also heartfelt comfort to our family. Meaghan
Harvey at Seasons of Life Hospice House also provided
unwavering compassion and attentiveness, creating a
peaceful and supportive environment during Don’s �nal
days. Their care brought us immeasurable comfort.

We also wish to acknowledge Gaffney-Busha Funeral
Home for their guidance and professionalism in helping
us honor and celebrate Don’s life with grace and respect.
Finally, a special thanks to Eddie B’s White Spruce for
providing a warm and welcoming space for our family to
come together and share cherished memories.

The kindness and care of each of these remarkable
businesses and individuals have touched our hearts and
will never be forgotten.

~The Family of Donald R. Eliason 442517

INCLUSIVEANDPROGRESSIVE
Worship Sundays at 9 a.m.

105North First St., P.O. Box 1385
Eagle River, WI 54521
Phone: 715-802-8501

www.eagleriverucc.org
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NOTICE: Obituary policy
Death notices that appear in this space weekly are written
and/or edited for content and consistency by assistant
editors of the Vilas County News-Review and The Three
Lakes News. Obituaries written in the paper’s standard
format are printed at no charge. Unedited obituaries
written by the family may be printed for a fee, either in
the obituary column or in smaller type with a border. For
more information, call (715) 479-4421.

Gaffney-Busha Funeral Home
Alpha Crematory & Chapel

Tom & Joe Busha ˜ Funeral Directors
www.gaffney-busha.com 715-479-4777

Locally owned and operated since 1908
VILAS COUNTY’S ONLY CREMATORY

Traditional Services • Prearrangements • Cremation • Monuments
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Jan. 23, 2025 
Kennedy Lake LLC to 

William M. Bantz and Tracy 
E. Bantz, gov lot 1 in 7-43-6, 
$5,400. 

Shane Robert Jenkins 
to David M. Stahl and 
Stephanie L. Stahl, NE NW 
in 11-39-10, $660. 

Scott R. Woodward to 
Scott R. Woodward and 
Evette Danielak, NW SW 
and SW SW in 12-39-10, 
$283.50. 

Bailey A. Croker to E&O 
Properties LLC, lots 3-4 of  
plat CSM5888, gov lot 4 in 
28-40-10 and lot 2 of  plat 
CSM5625, $135. 

Hollen E. Valkenaar 
Revocable Trust and 
Trustee Holly B. Evans to 
Gary Valkenaar, gov lot 3 in 
10-39-10, $645.30. 

Daniel J. Sr. and Mary Jo 
Murphy and Trustee Daniel 
J. Murphy Jr. to Alejandro 
Sanchez and Mary E. 
Sanchez, gov lot 1 in 30-40-5, 
$975. 

Jan. 24, 2025
Seeley Homestead LLC to 

Michael J. Davis and Corina 
G. Davis, lot 4 of  plat 791 in 
Pine Field Estates, $105.

Kent Martin and Anne 
Martin to Secluded Land 
Company LLC, SW NE in 33-
41-9, $267. 

Estate of  Timothy P. 
McFadden, Estate of  
Timothy P. Mc Fadden and 

Personal Representative 
Kelly Jo Zsa to Maeve M. 
McFadden, Maeve M. Mc 
Fadden and Keenan Witmer, 
unit 8 of  plat 119 in Goode’s 
Bay Shore Condo, $899.70. 

Jan. 27, 2025
Paul D. Votaw Jr. 

and Marcia A. Votaw to 
Yugandhar Chaparala and 
Sruthi Muppalaneni, unit 
112 of  plat 851 in Wild Eagle 
Lodge Condominium, $1,152. 

Laura A. Koranda to 
Raymond A. Protich, Teresa 
M. Protich, Nicholas R. 
Protich and Hannah E. 
Protich, unit 8-9 of  plat 
853 in Eagle Waters Resort 
Condo, $180. 

Maple Ridge Investments 
INC to Gail Schwenn and 
Gary Schwenn, gov lot 9 in 
17-40-10, $558.30. 

Peter G. Janicki and 
Barbara L. Janicki to Ronald 
G. Ritzer, gov lot 3 in 20-40-
10, $53.70. 

Robert Govek to 
Abundant Life Outreach 
Center INC, gov lot 4 in 27-
40-10, $660. 

Mary Kokes to Francis J. 
Kokes and Anthony Kokes, 
NE NW in 11-42-9, $60. 

Jan. 29, 2025
Robert J. Grabowski 

Revocable Trust and 
Trustee Susan A. Gnat to 
Thomas R. Howard and 
Marcie A. Howard, unit 114 
of  plat 716 in Bradford Point 
Condominium, $45.

REAL ESTATE

In-person absentee 
voting for Spring 

Primary now open
Key deadlines are rapidly 

approaching for eligible 
Wisconsin voters seeking 
to cast an absentee ballot 
before the Tues, Feb. 18 
Spring Primary, according 
to the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission. 

Starting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 4 — two weeks before 
Election Day — clerks can 
begin to issue in-person 
absentee ballots at the 
clerk’s o�ce or another 
designated location.

The in-person absentee 
voting (IPAV) process, 
sometimes called “early 
voting,” involves a voter 
both requesting a ballot and 
completing that ballot on the 
same trip to the clerk’s o�ce 
or designated location.

When a voter requests 
an absentee ballot in their 
municipal clerk’s o�ce, or 
another designated location, 
they will complete their 
ballot immediately, seal 
the ballot in the proper 
envelope, and return it to a 
member of  the clerk’s sta¦. 
No IPAV ballots may be 
taken out of  the voting site. 

Voters need to show an 
acceptable photo ID when 
voting by in-person absentee 
ballot. More information 
about acceptable photo IDs 
can be found at https://
elections.wi.gov/photoid.

According to state law, 
clerks can make in-person 
absentee voting available 
through Sunday, Feb. 16. 
Municipalities are not 
required to o¦er IPAV 
through Feb. 16, but they 
cannot o¦er it beyond that 
date. Voters should check 
with their municipal clerk to 
learn the dates and times for 
IPAV opportunities in their 
community.

Meanwhile, Thursday, 
Feb. 13, is the last day for 
most voters to request an 
absentee ballot by mail, 
online, email or fax for the 
Feb. 18 Spring Primary. In 
practical terms, though, 
that results in an unrealistic 
timeframe for the voter to 
receive the ballot, complete 
it, and return it to their clerk 
by election day.

Voters who still need 
to request an absentee 

ballot by mail should act 
immediately, said Megan 
Wolfe, administrator of  the 
WEC and the state’s chief  
election o�cial. Registered 
voters can make their 
requests online at https://
myvote.wi.gov. 

“Your ballot must be 
returned to your clerk by 8 
p.m. on Election Day to be 
counted, and the U.S. Postal 
Service says it can take up 
to seven days for a letter 
to arrive,” said Wolfe. “If  
you’re planning to mail your 
ballot back, you should do so 
as soon as possible.”

As noted above, voters 
faced with tight deadlines 
for absentee voting by mail 
have the option of  using the 
IPAV process between Feb. 4 
and Feb. 16 in their clerk’s 
o�ce or another designated 
voting location. Again, IPAV 
timing within that window 
may vary from community 
to community, so voters 
should check with their 
local clerk to confirm their 
IPAV opportunities.

“We want citizens to 
choose the option for voting 
that works best for them, 
but time is running out 
for those who wish to vote 
before Election Day,” Wolfe 
said. “For voters who choose 
to vote absentee by mail, we 
want to be sure they have 
the information they need 
to navigate that process in 
a timely fashion. And, of  
course, every voter who is 
eligible to vote in the state 
can also vote via IPAV or in 
person on Election Day.”

There are about 40 
municipalities, including 
Milwaukee and Green Bay, 
that count absentee ballots 
at a central location. Voters 
in those cities, villages and 
towns should check with 
their municipal clerk about 
where to return their ballots 
on Election Day.  A list of  
central count municipalities 
is available at https://
elections.wi.gov/central-
c o u n t - ab s e n t e e - b a l l o t -
municipalities.

For more information 
about absentee voting in 
Vilas County, contact the 
Vilas County Clerk’s o�ce 
at 715-479-3600.

NEWS

Call 715-479-4421 TODAY!

ADVERTISE 
HERE



We are looking for a bright,
energetic Team Player!

Primary responsibilities include assisting
project manager, office management,

building and maintaining subcontractor/supplier
relationships, document formatting and project
bookkeeping. Applicants must have previous

experience in administrative assistance,
office management and be proficient in
current computer systems. This position
provides competitive wage & benefits.
Should this be a position of interest,
we look forward to hearing from you.

Please contact jeffvisner@gmail.com

Project Administrator

44
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Tyson Road House: Newly ren-
ovated 1400 sq ft. 3 bed 2 bath
home with attached 2 car
garage, full unfinished clean
basement, out building, nice
acreage. Located one mile from
Eagle River, private wooded set-
ting. $1750 per month plus utili-
ties, first year. Please call Dave
at 715-891-7007 for a showing
and information. 715-891-7007

Multiple Listing Service
Coordinator: Northwoods Asso-
ciation of REALTORS is accept-
ing applications through 2/10/25
for a full-time MLS Coordinator
position. Candidates should be
motivated, self-directed, techni-
cally skilled and comfortable
working in a fast-paced environ-
ment; real estate experience a
plus. Visit NWAR website for de-
tails at: northwoodsrealtors.org

WANTED TO BUY: Military items
from World War II or older, U.S.,
German, Japanese; such as hel-
mets, headgear, edged weapons,
pistols, rifles, military collections,
etc. All calls welcome, if no answer
leave message with area code,
920-627-5333.

POSITION AVAILABLE
LAKELAND UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

PAYROLL& PAYABLES SPECIALIST (FULL-TIME)

The Lakeland Union High School District is currently seeking a full-time,
12-month, Payroll & Payables Specialist. This position is available beginning
May 5, 2025 to allow for an overlap during the transition of duties and
responsibilities. Competitive salary plus bene�ts available.

Individuals with diverse backgrounds and experiences are encouraged to apply.

Education (preferred but not required):
• Minimum of an Associate’s Degree in Accounting, Human Resources,
Business Management, or a related �eld.

• Training on state and federal �nancial reporting requirements.
• Pro�ciency in Microsoft O�ce suite, Google Suite, Skyward, and
related software.

Experience (preferred but not required):
• Knowledge of state and federal reporting requirements, particularly
W-2’s, 1099’s, WT-7, ACA, and WRS.

• Using tact and diplomacy in dealing with people.
• Compiling, organizing, preparing and maintaining an assortment of
records, reports and information in an e�ective and e�cient manner.

• Performing work with a high degree of accuracy and promptness.
• Designing and implementing o�ce practices and procedures.
• Experience at a school district or CESA using the WUFAR accounting
code system

• Experience using Skyward software.

Application deadline is February 14, 2025.
Please apply on WECAN at https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/ (I.D. #226132)

For questions about this position, please contact:
Mr. Edward Then, Business Manager
Lakeland Union High School,

9573 State Hwy 70, Minocqua, WI 54548
Or email: then@lakelandunion.org

715-356-5252, ext. 1663
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CLASSIFIEDS

NEWS POLICE 
REPORT

GOOFY FUNDS — The “MLB Boys” as they’re affectionately known were part of the fundraiser events hosted by 
Timbers Bar & Restaurant in St. Germain. The Goofy Olympics helped raise over $3,000 for Feed Our Rural Kids (FORK) 
as well as other North Woods charities. From left, Mike Vacik, owner Bobbie Hams, Bob Palm and Lou Perna enjoy 
some warmth after competing in events. —Photo By Doug Etten

Vilas County Sheriff
The Vilas County 

Sheri�’s O�ce reported 
a total of  331 incidents 
last week, which included 
18 911 hang-ups, five car 
versus deer accidents, 
one hit-and-run accident, 
two personal injuries, 
five tra�c accidents, 10 
property damages, three 
agency assists, 13 burglary 
alarms, two fire alarms, 
one fake ID, 33 ambulance 
requests, one ambulance 
staging request, one dog 
bite, eight animal problems, 
two attempts to locate, 
two ATV complaints, 
one bond conditions 
violation, two batteries, 
one prisoner battery, four 
conditions of  bond, one 
warrant cancellation, 
one child neglect report, 
11 citizen assists, one 
citizen problem, one civil 
process execution, one 
communications problem, 
two criminal property 
damages, one custodial 
interference, one death 
investigation, one deer in 
roadway, six disturbances, 
two domestic violence 
complaints, five drug 
problems, one emergency 
detention, 13 sick leaves, 
one vehicle fire, three 
found properties, two 
frauds, two internet 
frauds, five drive-o�s, 
one natural gas leak, four 
harassments, six warrant 
confirmations, one 
dumping, 27 information 
reports, one restraining 
violation, one employee 
injury, five jail medical 
incidents, 12 juveline 

problems, one lifeline 
alarm, two lost properties, 
one DOC o�ender release, 
one drug overdose, one 
OWI, one parking problem, 
one protection order, 
one parole violation, 
four vacation checks, 
eight o�cer requests, 
one highway and road 
conditions report, one 
runaway juvenile, one 
search warrant, one lewd 
and lacivious report, one 
sexual assault report, five 
snowmobile accidents, 
one snowmobile violation, 
three subject removals, 
two suicide attempts, 11 
suspicious circumstances, 
three property thefts, 
one theft from vehicle, 
one theft of  medication, 
one automobile theft, two 
threats, four hazards, 
11 tra�c violations, 
one road rage, three 
prisoner transports, two 
court transports, one 
juvenile transport, three 
tresspasses, one arrest 
warrant, one weapon 
o�ense and 14 welfare 
checks.

A total of  29 people 
were taken into custody 
and booked into the Vilas 
County Jail.

Eagle River Police
The Eagle River Police 

Department failed to 
submit a report before 
the press deadline for this 
week’s publication.

Three Lakes Police
The Three Lakes Police 

Department failed to 
submit a report before 
the press deadline for this 
week’s publication.

Ashland woman receives probation 
for multiple drug charges  

An Ashland woman 
pleaded guilty to two felony 
drug charges last week 
in Vilas County Circuit 
Court, which included 
one felony narcotic drug 
possession charge and one 
felony methamphetamine 
possession charge. 

Eva Plucinski, 20, had her 
sentence stayed by Branch 1 
Judge Martha Milanowski 
for four years of  probation 
with conditions. Both counts 
are concurrent with one 
another and consecutive 
with any other case. If  there 
is a violation, Plucinski 
will serve 18 months of  
confinement and two years 

of  extended supervision.  

Jaeden Tucker, 19, of  
Woodru�, was given two 
years of  probation at a plea/
sentencing hearing on one 
felony charge of  business 
setting theft. Conditions of  
probation include $7,750.40 
restitution, court costs, any 
other programs deemed 
appropriate by the agent, 
and to write an apology letter 
to Kwik Trip. Expungement 
will be granted at the end of  
probation. Tucker will get 
nine months in Vilas Jail in 
the case of  revocation. 

Justin Taddey, 39, of  
Eagle River, did not appear 

for an adjourned initial 
appearance on one felony 
charge of  theft by contractor 
(>$10,000-$100,000). Judge 
Milanowski ordered a body-
only bench warrant for the 
non-appearance.

Jameson Thoms-Bent, 23, 
of  Lac du Flambeau, had his 
cash bond amended down to 
$200 with conditions, from 
$350 cash with conditions, 
and to have no contact 
with specific people and 
residences. 

Thoms-Bent had 
an adjourned initial 
appearance hearing Feb. 3. 

Destiny Deverney, 19, of  

Lac du Flambeau, had her 
bond modified to a $1,500 
signature bond after the 
court granted the motion 
on three felony charges 
of  driving or operating a 
vehicle without consent, 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e 
possession, and bail 
jumping. 

Conditions of  the 
signature bond include 
providing proof  she 
is enrolled at Nicolet 
Technical College and not 
having contact with specific 
individuals. 

An adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled 
for Feb. 6, at 3:30 p.m. 

Vilas County court report

Registration 
opens for Oneida 
Sheri�’s hunter 

safety course
The School District of  

Rhinelander Community 
Education Program 
and the Oneida County 
Sheri�’s O�ce are co-
sponsoring a Wisconsin 
Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR)-certified 
Hunter Safety Course 
running March 3, 4, 6, 10, 
11 and 13 from 4 to 7 p.m.

All classes will be held 
at the Oneida County Law 
Enforcement Center at 
2000 E. Winnebago St. in 
Rhinelander.

Course objectives 
include: Reducing the 
potential for accidents, 
injuries and fatalities; 
reducing the potential 
for conflict between 
participants, landowners 
and other resource users; 

and promoting safe, 
responsible and ethical use 
of  the environment and 
natural resources.

The class is 
predominately designed 
for ages 12 and older, but 
all ages are welcome.

The instructor will be 
Michael Baran from the 
Oneida County Sheri�’s 
O�ce. The fee for the 
class is $10 per person and 
should be paid with cash or 
check at the first class.

Students are required 
to obtain a DNR customer 
ID number for this class. 
If  the student does not 
already have one, contact 
the DNR at 1-888-936-7463 
to obtain this number prior 
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New IRS Direct File program now available to taxpayers
The Wisconsin 

Department of  Revenue 
(DOR) announced that 
Direct File, the new free 
option for filing federal 
taxes, is available for 
Wisconsin taxpayers. 

The individual income 
tax filing season began on 
Monday, Jan. 27.

Direct File is a free IRS 
program that o�ers a safe 
and secure way for eligible 
Wisconsin taxpayers to 
file their federal income 
tax returns electronically. 
Direct File integrates 
seamlessly with WisTax, 
DOR’s free online tax 
preparation software for 
filing Wisconsin state 
taxes. Both platforms are 

fast, secure, easy to use 
and mobile-friendly. Direct 
File automatically imports 
the verified information 
from your federal return 
to WisTax, eliminating the 
need to complete W-2s, 1099s 
and additional forms twice.

Direct File is available 
to many taxpayers but 
it’s important to check 
eligibility and register 
first. Visit the IRS’s Direct 
File page at https://www.
irs.gov/filing/irs-direct-
file-for-free for detailed 
information, including 
eligibility requirements, 
filing instructions, and 
helpful resources. 

Taxpayers can also 
learn more about WisTax 

by visiting DOR’s website 
at https://www.revenue.
wi .gov/Pa g es/WisTax/
home.aspx or contacting 
DOR Customer Service for 
assistance.

Video and audio clips 
of  Direct File questions 
and answers are available 
to download and use 
at https://dor.wi.gov/
downloads.

Aspirus Health provides tips
for finding light in winter months

Aspirus Health is 
providing tips for those who 
may su�er from Seasonal 
A�ective Disorder (SAD), 
a form of  depression 
common during the year’s 
darker months, as seasonal 
changes continue to blow 
through the area.

“SAD can deplete our 
energy and a�ect our mood, 
leading to a cycle where we 
engage less in activities we 
enjoy, skip routines, and 
withdraw socially,” says 
Jessica Schaefer, a licensed 
clinical therapist with 
Aspirus Health. “This can 

make winter feel even more 
di�cult to navigate.”

To combat the e�ects of  
SAD, Schaefer recommends 
small, intentional changes 
that can make a big 
di�erence. Examples 
include setting achievable 
goals, such as taking 
more steps during the 
day, meeting a friend for 
a simple outing, or trying 
a new activity. These 
small actions can boost 
energy, increase feel-good 
chemicals in the brain, and 
help individuals reconnect 
with positive emotions.

Schaefer also suggests 
creating moments to look 
forward to, such as planning 
a weekly movie night or 
experimenting with new 
recipes.

“Even small, manageable 
steps can help us find 
moments of  joy and 
connection,” she notes.

For those experiencing 
persistent feelings of  
hopelessness, Schaefer 
advises seeking professional 
help. 

“If  these feelings last 
for more than a couple 
of  weeks, or if  someone 

experiences suicidal 
thoughts, reaching out to 
a health care provider is 
critical,” she explains. “A 
primary care provider can 
guide individuals to the 
resources they need.”

Aspirus Health 
encourages anyone 
struggling with Seasonal 
A�ective Disorder to 
take the first step toward 
brighter days by reaching 
out for support.

To find a primary care 
provider, visit www.aspirus.
org/find-a-provider.

To Advertise 
Call

715-479-4421



LAND O LAKES
(One week 2/5/25)

 STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES
PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO

REISSUE A WISCONSIN POLLUTANT
DISCHARGE ELIMINATION

SYSTEM (WPDES)
PERMIT No.WI- 0029386-11-0

Per mit tee: Land O' Lakes San itary
Dis trict #1 , P O Box 246 , Land O'
Lakes , WI , 54540

Fa cil ity Where Dis charge Oc curs:
Land O Lakes San i tary Dis trict #1 ,
6388 Chippewa Drive, Land O' Lakes,
Wis con sin

Re ceiv ing Water And Lo ca tion:
Ground wa ter of Upper Wis con sin
River via Seep age Cells in Tama rack
Pi o neer River of Wis con sin River
(upper) in Vilas County

Brief Fa cil ity De scrip tion and Sum -
mary of Pro posed Changes: The
Land O’Lakes San i tary Dis trict owns
and op er ates a do mes tic waste water
treat ment sys tem. The plant de signed
to treat 85,000 gal lons per day cur -
rently treats an av er age of 37,000 gal -
lons per day.

The treat ment sys tem con sists of a
3-cell set tling/septic tank with 2 par -
al lel chan nels where solids can set -
tle. The waste water flows to a dos -
ing/re cir cu lat ing pump sta tion where
it mixes with some re cir cu lated
waste water. It is then evenly dis trib -
uted over one of four fil ter beds con -
structed of lay ers of fine sand and
gravel. Nat u rally oc cur ring mi croor -
gan isms liv ing on the fil ter media me -
tab o lize and re duce or ganic solids.
The water from the fil ters may be re -
cir cu lated back to the dos ing/re cir cu -
lat ing pump sta tion and fil tered again
or dis charged to one of three seep -
age cells. The per me able soil in the
cells removes ad di tional or ganic
waste and sus pended solids. The
treated waste water soaks into the
ground wa ter. There are seven mon i -
tor ing wells lo cated around the seep -
age cells to as sess any ground wa ter
im pacts of the dis charge. The solids
from the sep tic tanks are pumped
reg u larly to pre vent the dis charge of
ac cu mu lated solids to the seep age
cells. These solids are con sid ered
sep tage and are reg u lated under NR
113, Wiscon sin Ad min is tra tive Code,
for sep tage dis posal.

It is the De part ment's in ten tion to
renew the per mit for an other term.
The pro posed new per mit ex pi ra tion
date will be March 31, 2030. Lim i ta -
tions and con di tions which the De -
part ment be lieves ad e quately pro tect
the re ceiv ing water are in cluded in
the pro posed per mit. Changes from
the pre vi ous per mit in clude: [1]
Based on ground wa ter back ground
the pre ven ta tive ac tion lim its based
on ni trite+ni trate, pH, or ganic ni tro -
gen and total dis solved solids have
been ad justed. [2] The pa ra me ter al -
ka lin ity no longer needs to be mon i -
tor ing in the ground wa ter mon i tor -
ing wells. [3] Sched ules in clude an
up dated land treat ment man age ment
plan; op er a tion and main te nance im -
prove ments to op ti mize re duc tion of
total ni tro gen; and a ground wa ter
mon i tor ing well sur vey and map sub -
mit tal.

Per mit Drafter’s Name, Ad dress,
Phone and Email: Sheri A. Snow bank,
DNR, 810 W Maple St, Spooner, WI,
54801, (715) 635-4131, Sheri. 
Snowbank@ wisconsin. gov 

Basin En gi neer’s Name, Ad dress,
Phone and Email: Michelle Balk Lud -
wig, DNR, 810 W Maple St, Spooner,
WI, 54801, (715) 939-9034 Michelle. 
Balkludwig@ Wisconsin. gov

Per sons wish ing to com ment on or
ob ject to the pro posed per mit ac tion,
or to re quest a pub lic hear ing, may
write to the Depart ment of Nat ural
Re sources at the above-named per -
mit drafter’s ad dress. All com ments
or sug ges tions re ceived no later than
30 days after the pub li ca tion date of
this pub lic no tice will be con sid ered
along with other in for ma tion on file in
mak ing a final de ci sion re gard ing the
per mit. Any one pro vid ing com ments
in re sponse to this pub lic no tice will
re ceive a no ti fi ca tion of the De part -
ment’s final de ci sion when the per mit
is is sued. Where des ig nated as a re -
view able sur face water dis charge
per mit, the U.S. En vi ron men tal Pro -
tec tion Agency is al lowed up to 90
days to sub mit com ments or ob jec -
tions re gard ing this per mit de ter mi -
na tion. If no comments are re ceived
on the pro posed per mit from any one,
in clud ing U.S. EPA, the per mit will be
is sued as pro posed.

The De part ment may sched ule a
pub lic in for ma tional hear ing if re -
quested by any per son and shall
sched ule a pub lic in for ma tional hear -
ing if a pe ti tion re quest ing a hear ing
is re ceived from 5 or more per sons or
if response to this no tice in di cates
sig nif i cant pub lic in ter est pur suant to
s. 283.49, Wis. Stats. Re quests for a
pub lic in for ma tional hear ing shall
state the fol low ing: the name and ad -
dress of the per son(s) re quest ing the
hear ing; the in ter est in the pro posed
per mit of the per son(s) re quest ing
the hearing; the rea sons for the re -
quest; and the is sues pro posed to
be con sid ered at the hear ing.
  In for ma tion on file for this per mit ac -
tion, in clud ing the draft per mit, fact
sheet and per mit ap pli ca tion, may be
in spected and copied at ei ther the
above-named per mit drafter’s of fice
or the above named basin en gi neer’s
of fice, Mon day through Fri day (ex -
cept hol i days), be tween 9:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. Please call the per mit
drafter or basin en gi neer for direc -
tions to their of fice lo ca tion, if neces -
sary. In for ma tion on this per mit ac -
tion may also be ob tained by call ing
the per mit drafter at (715) 635-4131 or
by writ ing to the De part ment. Rea -
son able costs (15 cents per page for
copies and 7 cents per page for scan -
ning) will be charged for in for ma tion
in the file other than the pub lic no -
tice, per mit and fact sheet. Per mit in -
for ma tion is also avail able on the in -
ter net at: http:// dnr. wi. gov/ topic/ 
wastewater/ Pub licN otic es. html. Pur -
suant to the Amer i cans with Dis abil i -
ties Act, rea son able ac com mo da tion,
in clud ing the pro vi sion of in for ma -
tional ma te r ial in an al ter na tive for -
mat, will be made to qual i fied in divid -
u als upon re quest.
NAME AND AD DRESS OF PUB LISH -
ING NEWS PA PER: Vilas County News
Re view, PO Box 1929, Eagle River, WI
54521-1929
Date No tice Is sued: Wednes day, Feb -
ru ary 5, 2025
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

 (One week 2/5/25)
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of

Monday, December 16, 2024
  Opening of Meeting at 6:00 pm 
Call to Order: The Reg u lar Board
Meet ing of the North land Pines Board
of Ed u cation was called to order by
Jen nifer Payne, Board Pres i dent, on
Mon day, De cem ber 16, 2024, at six
o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.) in the North -
land Pines Mid dle and High School
Large Group In struc tion Room, Eagle
River, Wis con sin. The Pledge of Al le -
giance was re cited. Note: This meet -
ing was streamed live via the dis -
trict’s YouTube site.
Roll Call, Establish a Quorum
Attending:
  1. Erica Lane, Board Clerk
  2. Becky Nordine, Board Treasurer
  3. Jennifer Payne, Board President

4. Chris Pe treikis, Board Vice Pres i -
dent
  5. Nick Seeger, Board Member
Absent:
  1. Kelly Roach, Board Member

2. Chelsea Romaker, Board Deputy
Clerk
Also present were the following:

1. Scott Fos ter, Dis trict Ad min is tra -
tor

2. Emily Rhode, Director of Special
Education & Pupil Services

3. Gretchen Smart-Hall, Principal,
Eagle River Elementary School

4. Brooke Johnson, Assistant
Principal, Eagle River Elementary
School
5. Sue McKay, Director of Teaching &

Learning
6. Dan Marien, Principal, Middle &

High School
7. Tony Duffek, Principal, St.

Germain Elementary & Northland
Pines Montessori Learning
Center

8. Carie Nordine, Principal, Land
O’Lakes Elementary & SOAR Middle
School

9. Harlan Leusink, Principal, SOAR
High School & Technology Director

10. Ashley Heid, Social Media &
Public Relations Specialist

11. Susie Block, Ex ec u tive As sis -
tant to the Dis trict Ad min is tra tor &
Board of Ed u ca tion

There were fifteen (15) citizens in
attendance.

Open Meet ing Ver i fi ca tion: Jen nifer
Payne an nounced the meet ing had
been duly called. Meet ing no tices
were sent to the fol low ing lo ca tions: 
North land Pines Mid dle School &
High School in Eagle River; North -
land Pines El e men tary Schools in
Eagle River, Land O’Lakes and St.
Ger main; Vilas County Cour t house -
Eagle River; Eagle River City Hall;
Vilas County News
Review-Eagle River; WERL/WRJO
Radio Station-Eagle River.
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Erica

Lane to approve the agenda as
presented and leave the order to the
discretion of the Chair. Second by
Becky Nordine. Voice vote 5-0.
Motion carried.
Public Participation Section of the
Meeting: 

1. Shirley Kufeldt read a let ter to the
Board, not ing that Margo Sher ren had
al ready shared with DA Fos ter and
the Board, re gard ing op po si tion to
the 2024 Title IX pro posed changes
by the Fed eral De part ment of Ed u ca -
tion.

2. Cody Vojta and Owen Frenz spoke
in opposition of the current policy on
phones, ear buds and smart watches
and in support of a petition they had
started which requested that the
District go back to allowing students
to have and use these items during
the school day.
Presentations:

1. Northland Pines High School
students shared an update on their
recent participation in the Great
Northern Conference Sportsmanship
Summit held at Northland Pines and
led by Activities Director Zayia and
our local student group SALT
(Student Athlete Leadership Team).

2. North land Pines teach ers pre -
sented their re flec tions on the Dis -
trict Con tin u ous Im prove ment Team
and process. Board Mem ber Kelly
Roach arrived at 6:08 p.m. and joined
the meet ing.
Board Committee minutes – no
action was taken:

1. DA Fos ter intro duced School Re -
source Of fi cer (SRO) Chad Chris -
tensen to the Board and wel comed
him to the Dis trict in this role. SRO
Chris tensen re placed SRO Matt Wil -
son; Wil son was pro moted to Lieu -
tenant but still co or di nates the
SRO’s, so that also helps with con ti -
nu ity of the great ser vice they pro -
vide to us.

2. DA Fos ter re ported that our So -
cial Stud ies/ELA teach ers are start ing
a new col lab o ra tive event which will
be a 7th Grade Pre sen ta tion on Tues -
day, April 15 from 1-3 p.m, and they
have asked if any board mem bers
would like to vol un teer to help with
this event. The event will be sim i lar to
the Se nior Cap stone pre sen ta tions.
Any board mem ber who wishes to
vol un teer can let us know or con tact
the So cial Stud ies/ELA teach ers to let
them know.

3. Board Member Chris Pe treikis,
who is also now the Pres i dent of the
CESA Board of Con trol, rec og nized
DA Fos ter for his vol un teer ef forts,
not ing that he often hears at his
CESA meet ings about how much DA
Fos ter vol un teers for var i ous com -
mu nity events and/or to host meet -
ings here at Pines.

4. Board Mem ber Chris Pe treikis re -
quested that the Pol icy, Cur ricu lum,
Ed u ca tion & Ac tiv i ties Com mit tee put
on their next meet ing agenda to re -
view the pol icy [Pol icy 5518] which
the stu dents re ferred to in their pe ti -
tion re quest; Pres i dent Payne (who is
also Chair of the Pol icy Com mit tee)
in di cated we will add it to the next
pol icy agenda for dis cus sion.

5. Board Mem ber Kelly Roach an -
nounced that she will not be seeking
re-elec tion in April when her term ex -
pires; she is giv ing Susie Block her
“No ti fi ca tion of Non-can di dacy”
tonight. Board Mem ber Roach
thanked the Board for their service
and ex pressed her ap pre ci a tion in
work ing with all of them for the past
three years. [Kelly Roach holds the
board seat Mem ber At Large #2.]

6. Board Mem ber Nick Seeger an -
nounced that he has filed his Dec la -
ra tion of Can di dacy and Cam paign
Fi nance State ment and is seek ing to
be elected in April to his board seat
of Area D: Town of Plum Lake. [Nick
Seeger was ap pointed by the Board
on Feb ru ary 26, 2024, to ful fill the
term of a board mem ber who re -
signed and did not com plete the
term.]

7. Writ ten min utes of board com mit -
tee meet ings were shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view.
Con sent Agenda: Motion by Chris Pe -
treikis to ap prove all items con tained
in the con sent agenda. Fol low ing is a
list of the items con tained in the con -
sent agenda: 

1. To dispense with the reading of
the Regular Meeting Minutes of
November 18, 2024, and approve the
meeting minutes as presented.

2. To approve the payment of all
district wide checks pursuant to the
summary check register of 11/16/24 -
12/15/24 in the amount of
$1,477,592.01, as presented.

3. To deny the Open Enrollment IN
alternative applications for students
#13 & #14; and further, to approve
Student #27 Open Enrollment OUT
application, all to be effective for the
2024-2025 school year.

4. To approve the new course titled
“Drama as Literature” for the Middle
and High School beginning with the
2025-2026 school year.

5. To ap prove the Mem o ran dums of
Un der stand ing as pre sented for the
fol low ing Providers: “Stam per Coun -
sel ing” and “Phoenix Coun sel ing”,
and to di rect and au tho rize the Dis -
trict Ad min is tra tor to fi nal ize and sign
the MOU’s.
Second by Erica Lane. Voice vote 6-

0. Motion carried.
Discussion & Action items:
State School Re port Cards – no ac -

tion was taken: Di rec tor of Teaching
& Learn ing Sue McKay up dated the
Board and Com mu nity on the re cent
re lease of the State Re port Cards,
which were also shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view. 
Local School Re port Cards – no ac -

tion was taken: Di rec tor of Teaching
& Learn ing Sue McKay up dated the
Board and Com mu nity on the re cent
re lease of the Local Re port Cards,
which were also shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view.
School Calendar: Motion by Jennifer

Payne to approve the 2025-2026
School Calendar, as presented.
Second by Chris Petreikis. Voice vote
6-0. Motion carried.
Ref er en dum Up date: DA Fos ter up -

dated the Board on the Dis trict’s
process of how we get in for mation
out to our res i dents through pub lic
in for ma tional meet ings, staff pre sen -
ta tions, bulk mailer to all res i dents,
pub lish ing no tices in the Vilas
County News Re view [which is the
Dis trict’s of fi cial news pa per], and DA
Fos ter does radio and TV in ter views
as well. DA Fos ter
noted that staff presentations will
occur in December and the public
presentations will be held in January
and early February. The Referendum
vote will occur at the Primary
Election on February 18, 2025.

Written Reports – no action was
taken:

• Administrative reports were shared
in BoardDocs in public view.

• School Resource Officers reports
were shared in BoardDocs in public
view.
District Administrator’s report – no
action was taken: DA Foster reported
on the following topics: 

• Inclement Weather Guidelines for
2024-2025
  • Feed Our Rural Kids (FORK)
• Speak Up Speak Out (SUSO) An -

nual Re port
Closed Ses sion: Mo tion by Jen nifer

Payne to con vene in Closed Ses sion
pur suant to: 1. Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(c)
to con sider the re newal of Ad min is -
tra tor Con tracts; 2. Wis. Stat. §
19.85(1)(c) to dis cuss the con tracts of
two cer ti fied staff mem bers; 3. Wis.
Stat. § 19.85(1)(c) to dis cuss res ig na -
tions of cer ti fied staff mem bers and
any po ten tial liq ui dated dam ages; 4.
Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(d) to dis cuss the
Dis trict's Safety Plan and drill logs,
not ing that the Board may take action
in closed ses sion. Sec ond by Kelly
Roach. Roll call vote: Erica Lane,
yes; Becky Nor dine, yes; Jen nifer
Payne, yes; Kelly Roach, yes; Chris
Pe treikis, yes; Nick Seeger, yes. Mo -
tion car ried. 

Re con vene to open ses sion: Mo tion
by Erica Lane to re con vene to open
ses sion to take such ac tion as is
deemed ap pro pri ate fol low ing con -
sid er a tion given in closed ses sion.
Sec ond by Nick Seeger. Voice vote 6-
0. Mo tion car ried.
Actions taken after reconvening
Resignations:

• Mo tion by Chris Pe treikis to ap -
prove ac cept ing the res ig na tion of
Nicole Stern ef fec tive De cem ber 20,
2024, and to as sess liq ui dated dam -
ages in the amount of $3,075.00 pur -
suant to her con tract, as pre sented.
Sec ond by Jen nifer Payne. Voice vote
6-0. Mo tion car ried.

• Mo tion by Chris Pe treikis to ap -
prove ac cept ing the res ig na tion of
Nikki Gar ri son, ef fec tive at the end of
the 2024-2025 school year. Sec ond by
Erica Lane. Voice vote 6- 0. Motion
car ried.
Issue of a contract:

• Mo tion by Jen nifer Payne to ap -
prove the issue of a cer ti fied staff
con tract to Alena Hol man for the po -
si tion of First Grade teacher, pro rated
ac cord ingly uti lizing a start date of
Jan u ary 2, 2025, as pre sented. Sec -
ond by Erica Lane. Voice vote 6-0.
Mo tion car ried.

Adjournment: Motion by Erica Lane
to adjourn. Second by Nick Seeger.
Voice vote 6-0. Motion carried. The

meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
  Respectfully Submitted,
Susie Block
Executive Assistant to the District
Administrator & Board of Education
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NORTHLAND PINES
SCHOOL DISTRICT

 (One week 2/5/25)
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of

Monday, December 16, 2024
  Opening of Meeting at 6:00 pm 
Call to Order: The Reg u lar Board
Meet ing of the North land Pines Board
of Ed u cation was called to order by
Jen nifer Payne, Board Pres i dent, on
Mon day, De cem ber 16, 2024, at six
o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.) in the North -
land Pines Mid dle and High School
Large Group In struc tion Room, Eagle
River, Wis con sin. The Pledge of Al le -
giance was re cited. Note: This meet -
ing was streamed live via the dis -
trict’s YouTube site.
Roll Call, Establish a Quorum
Attending:
  1. Erica Lane, Board Clerk
  2. Becky Nordine, Board Treasurer
  3. Jennifer Payne, Board President

4. Chris Pe treikis, Board Vice Pres i -
dent
  5. Nick Seeger, Board Member
Absent:
  1. Kelly Roach, Board Member

2. Chelsea Romaker, Board Deputy
Clerk
Also present were the following:

1. Scott Fos ter, Dis trict Ad min is tra -
tor

2. Emily Rhode, Director of Special
Education & Pupil Services

3. Gretchen Smart-Hall, Principal,
Eagle River Elementary School

4. Brooke Johnson, Assistant
Principal, Eagle River Elementary
School
5. Sue McKay, Director of Teaching &

Learning
6. Dan Marien, Principal, Middle &

High School
7. Tony Duffek, Principal, St.

Germain Elementary & Northland
Pines Montessori Learning
Center

8. Carie Nordine, Principal, Land
O’Lakes Elementary & SOAR Middle
School

9. Harlan Leusink, Principal, SOAR
High School & Technology Director

10. Ashley Heid, Social Media &
Public Relations Specialist

11. Susie Block, Ex ec u tive As sis -
tant to the Dis trict Ad min is tra tor &
Board of Ed u ca tion

There were fifteen (15) citizens in
attendance.

Open Meet ing Ver i fi ca tion: Jen nifer
Payne an nounced the meet ing had
been duly called. Meet ing no tices
were sent to the fol low ing lo ca tions: 
North land Pines Mid dle School &
High School in Eagle River; North -
land Pines El e men tary Schools in
Eagle River, Land O’Lakes and St.
Ger main; Vilas County Cour t house -
Eagle River; Eagle River City Hall;
Vilas County News
Review-Eagle River; WERL/WRJO
Radio Station-Eagle River.
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Erica

Lane to approve the agenda as
presented and leave the order to the
discretion of the Chair. Second by
Becky Nordine. Voice vote 5-0.
Motion carried.
Public Participation Section of the
Meeting: 

1. Shirley Kufeldt read a let ter to the
Board, not ing that Margo Sher ren had
al ready shared with DA Fos ter and
the Board, re gard ing op po si tion to
the 2024 Title IX pro posed changes
by the Fed eral De part ment of Ed u ca -
tion.

2. Cody Vojta and Owen Frenz spoke
in opposition of the current policy on
phones, ear buds and smart watches
and in support of a petition they had
started which requested that the
District go back to allowing students
to have and use these items during
the school day.
Presentations:

1. Northland Pines High School
students shared an update on their
recent participation in the Great
Northern Conference Sportsmanship
Summit held at Northland Pines and
led by Activities Director Zayia and
our local student group SALT
(Student Athlete Leadership Team).

2. North land Pines teach ers pre -
sented their re flec tions on the Dis -
trict Con tin u ous Im prove ment Team
and process. Board Mem ber Kelly
Roach arrived at 6:08 p.m. and joined
the meet ing.
Board Committee minutes – no
action was taken:

1. DA Fos ter intro duced School Re -
source Of fi cer (SRO) Chad Chris -
tensen to the Board and wel comed
him to the Dis trict in this role. SRO
Chris tensen re placed SRO Matt Wil -
son; Wil son was pro moted to Lieu -
tenant but still co or di nates the
SRO’s, so that also helps with con ti -
nu ity of the great ser vice they pro -
vide to us.

2. DA Fos ter re ported that our So -
cial Stud ies/ELA teach ers are start ing
a new col lab o ra tive event which will
be a 7th Grade Pre sen ta tion on Tues -
day, April 15 from 1-3 p.m, and they
have asked if any board mem bers
would like to vol un teer to help with
this event. The event will be sim i lar to
the Se nior Cap stone pre sen ta tions.
Any board mem ber who wishes to
vol un teer can let us know or con tact
the So cial Stud ies/ELA teach ers to let
them know.

3. Board Member Chris Pe treikis,
who is also now the Pres i dent of the
CESA Board of Con trol, rec og nized
DA Fos ter for his vol un teer ef forts,
not ing that he often hears at his
CESA meet ings about how much DA
Fos ter vol un teers for var i ous com -
mu nity events and/or to host meet -
ings here at Pines.

4. Board Mem ber Chris Pe treikis re -
quested that the Pol icy, Cur ricu lum,
Ed u ca tion & Ac tiv i ties Com mit tee put
on their next meet ing agenda to re -
view the pol icy [Pol icy 5518] which
the stu dents re ferred to in their pe ti -
tion re quest; Pres i dent Payne (who is
also Chair of the Pol icy Com mit tee)
in di cated we will add it to the next
pol icy agenda for dis cus sion.

5. Board Mem ber Kelly Roach an -
nounced that she will not be seeking
re-elec tion in April when her term ex -
pires; she is giv ing Susie Block her
“No ti fi ca tion of Non-can di dacy”
tonight. Board Mem ber Roach
thanked the Board for their service
and ex pressed her ap pre ci a tion in
work ing with all of them for the past
three years. [Kelly Roach holds the
board seat Mem ber At Large #2.]

6. Board Mem ber Nick Seeger an -
nounced that he has filed his Dec la -
ra tion of Can di dacy and Cam paign
Fi nance State ment and is seek ing to
be elected in April to his board seat
of Area D: Town of Plum Lake. [Nick
Seeger was ap pointed by the Board
on Feb ru ary 26, 2024, to ful fill the
term of a board mem ber who re -
signed and did not com plete the
term.]

7. Writ ten min utes of board com mit -
tee meet ings were shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view.
Con sent Agenda: Motion by Chris Pe -
treikis to ap prove all items con tained
in the con sent agenda. Fol low ing is a
list of the items con tained in the con -
sent agenda: 

1. To dispense with the reading of
the Regular Meeting Minutes of
November 18, 2024, and approve the
meeting minutes as presented.

2. To approve the payment of all
district wide checks pursuant to the
summary check register of 11/16/24 -
12/15/24 in the amount of
$1,477,592.01, as presented.

3. To deny the Open Enrollment IN
alternative applications for students
#13 & #14; and further, to approve
Student #27 Open Enrollment OUT
application, all to be effective for the
2024-2025 school year.

4. To approve the new course titled
“Drama as Literature” for the Middle
and High School beginning with the
2025-2026 school year.

5. To ap prove the Mem o ran dums of
Un der stand ing as pre sented for the
fol low ing Providers: “Stam per Coun -
sel ing” and “Phoenix Coun sel ing”,
and to di rect and au tho rize the Dis -
trict Ad min is tra tor to fi nal ize and sign
the MOU’s.
Second by Erica Lane. Voice vote 6-

0. Motion carried.
Discussion & Action items:
State School Re port Cards – no ac -

tion was taken: Di rec tor of Teaching
& Learn ing Sue McKay up dated the
Board and Com mu nity on the re cent
re lease of the State Re port Cards,
which were also shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view. 
Local School Re port Cards – no ac -

tion was taken: Di rec tor of Teaching
& Learn ing Sue McKay up dated the
Board and Com mu nity on the re cent
re lease of the Local Re port Cards,
which were also shared in Board -
Docs for the pub lic to view.
School Calendar: Motion by Jennifer

Payne to approve the 2025-2026
School Calendar, as presented.
Second by Chris Petreikis. Voice vote
6-0. Motion carried.
Ref er en dum Up date: DA Fos ter up -

dated the Board on the Dis trict’s
process of how we get in for mation
out to our res i dents through pub lic
in for ma tional meet ings, staff pre sen -
ta tions, bulk mailer to all res i dents,
pub lish ing no tices in the Vilas
County News Re view [which is the
Dis trict’s of fi cial news pa per], and DA
Fos ter does radio and TV in ter views
as well. DA Fos ter
noted that staff presentations will
occur in December and the public
presentations will be held in January
and early February. The Referendum
vote will occur at the Primary
Election on February 18, 2025.

Written Reports – no action was
taken:

• Administrative reports were shared
in BoardDocs in public view.

• School Resource Officers reports
were shared in BoardDocs in public
view.
District Administrator’s report – no
action was taken: DA Foster reported
on the following topics: 

• Inclement Weather Guidelines for
2024-2025
  • Feed Our Rural Kids (FORK)
• Speak Up Speak Out (SUSO) An -

nual Re port
Closed Ses sion: Mo tion by Jen nifer

Payne to con vene in Closed Ses sion
pur suant to: 1. Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(c)
to con sider the re newal of Ad min is -
tra tor Con tracts; 2. Wis. Stat. §
19.85(1)(c) to dis cuss the con tracts of
two cer ti fied staff mem bers; 3. Wis.
Stat. § 19.85(1)(c) to dis cuss res ig na -
tions of cer ti fied staff mem bers and
any po ten tial liq ui dated dam ages; 4.
Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(d) to dis cuss the
Dis trict's Safety Plan and drill logs,
not ing that the Board may take action
in closed ses sion. Sec ond by Kelly
Roach. Roll call vote: Erica Lane,
yes; Becky Nor dine, yes; Jen nifer
Payne, yes; Kelly Roach, yes; Chris
Pe treikis, yes; Nick Seeger, yes. Mo -
tion car ried. 

Re con vene to open ses sion: Mo tion
by Erica Lane to re con vene to open
ses sion to take such ac tion as is
deemed ap pro pri ate fol low ing con -
sid er a tion given in closed ses sion.
Sec ond by Nick Seeger. Voice vote 6-
0. Mo tion car ried.
Actions taken after reconvening
Resignations:

• Mo tion by Chris Pe treikis to ap -
prove ac cept ing the res ig na tion of
Nicole Stern ef fec tive De cem ber 20,
2024, and to as sess liq ui dated dam -
ages in the amount of $3,075.00 pur -
suant to her con tract, as pre sented.
Sec ond by Jen nifer Payne. Voice vote
6-0. Mo tion car ried.

• Mo tion by Chris Pe treikis to ap -
prove ac cept ing the res ig na tion of
Nikki Gar ri son, ef fec tive at the end of
the 2024-2025 school year. Sec ond by
Erica Lane. Voice vote 6- 0. Motion
car ried.
Issue of a contract:

• Mo tion by Jen nifer Payne to ap -
prove the issue of a cer ti fied staff
con tract to Alena Hol man for the po -
si tion of First Grade teacher, pro rated
ac cord ingly uti lizing a start date of
Jan u ary 2, 2025, as pre sented. Sec -
ond by Erica Lane. Voice vote 6-0.
Mo tion car ried.

Adjournment: Motion by Erica Lane
to adjourn. Second by Nick Seeger.
Voice vote 6-0. Motion carried. The

meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
  Respectfully Submitted,
Susie Block
Executive Assistant to the District
Administrator & Board of Education
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VILAS COUNTY
 (One week 2/5/25)

VILAS COUNTY
BOARD PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 28, 2025
The Jan u ary 28, 2025, Reg u lar Meet -
ing of the Vilas County Board of Su -
per vi sors was held pur suant to Wis.
Stat. §59.11(1)(c) in the Vilas County
Cour t house confer ence rooms, 330
Court Street, Eagle River, WI 54521.
CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chair Jerry Bur -
kett called the as sem bly to order at
9:00 A.M. He in structed the County
Clerk, Kim Olkowski to read aloud
and in sert into the min utes the fol -
low ing no ti fi ca tion: Pub lic meet ing
no tice re quire ments were ful filled by
post ing a no tice of this meet ing on
bul letin boards lo cated in the Vilas
County Cour t house, Olson Memo r ial
Li brary and Eagle River City Hall. No -
tice of this meet ing was posted to the
Vilas County Gov ern ment web site. All
media out lets and mem bers of the
pub lic re quest ing no ti fi ca tion of this
meet ing were no ti fied on Jan u ary 24,
2025, more than twenty-four hours
prior to the meet ing. The pub lic was
also no tified that dis cus sion and ac -
tion may occur re gard ing all items
posted on this agenda. The Clerk re -
quested that all pre sent si lence their
cell phones for the du ra tion of the
meet ing.
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance
to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
 ROLL CALL
Roll call found the fol low ing mem -
bers in at ten dance: Mar vin An der son,
Ger ald Bur kett, Lake Ed wards,
Robert Han son, Ann Konopacky,
Daniel Kramer, Arthur Kunde, Richard
Logan, Michael MacKen zie, Joseph
Muehlbach, Thomas Petrusky, Jacob
Pos tu chow, Car olyn Rit ter, Daniel
Swieci chowski, Holly Tom lanovich,
Leah Tro jan, Patrick Weber, and
Joseph Wild cat, Sr. Ar leen Harsvick
and Thomas Maul son were ab sent.
There is one va cancy in Dis trict #18.
The Clerk re ported 18 Su per vi sors in
at ten dance at the be gin ning of the
meet ing, con sti tut ing a quo rum of the
County Board. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM

THE NOVEMBER 12, 2024, ANNUAL
MEETING
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
H. Tomlanovich to approve the
minutes of the November 12, 2024,
annual meeting as presented. All
voted aye. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA
ITEMS – None
 CITIZEN COMMENDATION AWARD
Sheriff Joe Fath and Chief Deputy
Patrick Schmidt introduced 11-year-
old Jackson Favorite and his mother,
Michelle Favorite. Michelle stated that
Jackson told her his plans for a
fundraiser, and they worked to make
it happen. Jackson wanted to do a
fundraiser for K-9 Deputy Helo,
handled by Deputy Zach Stern.
Jackson raised well over $1,000.00 at
his lemonade stand to donate to the
Vilas County Sheriff’s Department for
K-9 Deputy Helo. Jackson would like
to become a K-9 Officer when he
grows up. He was presented with a
special plaque in appreciation from
Deputy Stern and Deputy Helo. He
received the Citizen Commendation
award from Sheriff Fath and Chief
Deputy Schmidt. There was a
standing ovation for Jackson’s
contribution and selflessness,
putting others first.
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance

to take a moment to pray for Chris
Oatman.

LIFE SAV ING AWARDS & TEAM -
WORK AWARDS
Sheriff Joe Fath and Jail
Administrator Bill Weiss stated that
they had an incident on September
25, 2024, with a female in the Vilas
County Jail. Jail staff responded
immediately. The awards are to
recognize and thank those that
helped save this person’s life. The
Lifesaving Awards were awarded to:
Alisha Wagner, Scott McFarland,
Austin Bender, David Glendinning,
Laura Roof, Jacob Mayo, Dana
Spurgeon, Shannon Lehmann, and
Eric Walters. The Teamwork
Recognition Awards were awarded to
Recreational Officer Jason Molle,
Deputy Ben Gauger, Detective Eric
Santefort, Detective Nick Seeger,
Chief Deputy Patrick Schmidt,
Captain Gerard Ritter, Sheriff Joe
Fath, and Jail Administrator Bill
Weiss. Chair Burkett commended the
Sheriff’s Department. There was a
round of applause for their service.
Supervisor Arleen Harsvick arrived

at 9:13 A.M.
THERE ARE NOW 19 SUPERVISORS

IN ATTENDANCE.
INTRODUCE HUMAN SERVICES

BOARD DIRECTOR
Su per vi sor M. An der son in tro duced
Valarie Wiel houwer as the new
Human Ser vices Di rec tor. V. Wiel -
houwer was born and raised in Eagle
River. She grad u ated from the Uni ver -
sity of Wis con sin Madi son and
served in the United States Air Force.
Through out her ca reer, she has al -
ways been in volved in so cial work.
Pre vi ously, she worked for Oneida
County, Dane County, the U.S. Air
Force, For est County, and back to her
home, Vilas County. She has been
with Vilas County Human Ser vices for
4 years and is look ing for ward to her
new role in the Human Ser vices De -
part ment. There was a round of ap -
plause for her ser vice. Chair Bur kett
wel comed her, and asked for a round
of applause for Kate Gard ner, the pre -
vi ous So cial Ser vices Di rec tor who
re tired after 17 years of ser vice.
IN TRO DUCE LAND & WATER CON -

SERVATION IST
Su per vi sor H. Tom lanovich in tro -
duced Alan Wirt as the new Land &
Water Con ser va tion ist. Alan said that
he grew up in Cen tral Wis con sin and
va ca tioned in Vilas County all of his
life. He is happy to be in Vilas County
in his new role. There was a round of
ap plause. Chair Bur kett wel comed
him, and asked for a round of ap -
plause for Car olyn Scholl, the pre vi -
ous Land & Water Con ser va tion ist
who re tired after 22 years of ser vice.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
TABLED OR POSTPONED TO A DAY
CERTAIN - None

ALL RES O LU TIONS AND OR DI -
NANCES, IN THEIR EN TIRETY, ARE
ON FILE IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S
OF FICE 
Resolutions and Ordinances are
posted in the order in which they
were acted upon.

IN TRO DUCE AND ACT UPON ALL
POSTED OR DI NANCES AND RES O -
LU TIONS
                    ORD. 2025-01

Amend Chap ter 26 – Vilas County
Mo tor ized Recre ational 

Trails & Routes
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by A. Kunde to adopt. Chair Burkett
asked both sides of the topic, for and
against, to choose a rep re sen ta tive to
speak for 15 min utes. This amend -
ment came from the ATV-UTV Al -
liance to the High way Com mit tee.
The High way Com mit tee voted to
bring the amend ment to the County
Board, for the full board to vote on.
The side in favor went first, and their
key points were pre sented. The side
against went sec ond, and their key
points were pre sented. There was
one word that stood out, which was
“com pro mise.” The Su per vi sors were
each given a chance to speak and
they went around the table. Dis cus -
sion. Chair Bur kett asked the Town
Board Chairs from Boul der Junc tion,
Man i tow ish Wa ters, and Win ches ter
to come up to the podium. He asked
them if they were will ing to post pone
this amend ment to May 1, 2026. Each
of the Town Board Chairs spoke and
said no, not with out the town’s ap -
proval. Chair Bur kett stated that it’s
about re spect and the County should
re spect the Town’s de ci sion. He
polled the res i dents from the three
towns in at ten dance. There were 6
votes in favor and 13 votes against
the amend ment. The emails that were
sent to the County Clerk were 49 in
favor and 169 against the amend -
ment. Dis cus sion. Roll call vote re -
sults found 10 aye votes and 9 nay
votes: M. An der son, R. Han son, A.
Harsvick, R. Logan, M. MacKen zie, C.
Rit ter, P. Weber, J. Wild cat, Sr., G.
Bur kett. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-01 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-01, Amend -
ing Chap ter 26 – Vilas County Motor -
ized Recre ational Trails & Routes Or -
di nance

2. SUMMARY OF THE SUBJECT
MATTER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
ORDINANCE: Chapter 26 is amended
specifically under 26.08 C i) Year
Round Approved County Trunk
Highway ATV/UTV Routes, to allow
for year around use of the paved
portions of the ATV/UTV routes
located on county trunk highways A,
B, C, E, G, H, J, K, M, N, O, P, S, and
W by ATV’s and UTV’s.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be
ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov 

CHAIR BURKETT CALLED FOR A
BRIEF RECESS AT 11:00 A.M.
BACK IN SESSION AT 11:10 A.M.

ORD. 2025-02
Amend Chapter 11 – Health and

Welfare – Community Mental Health,
Mental Retardation, Alcoholism and

Drug Abuse Services
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
D. Kramer to adopt. The nec es sary
changes were ex plained by Cor po ra -
tion Coun sel Chad Lynch. Dis cus -
sion. All voted aye. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-02 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-02, Amend -
ing Chap ter 11 – Health and Wel fare –
Com mu nity Men tal Health, Men tal Re -
tar da tion, Al co holism and Drug
Abuse Ser vices

2. SUM MARY OF THE SUB JECT
MAT TER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
OR DI NANCE: Chap ter 11 is amended
specif i cally under 11.01, 11.02, 11.03,
and 11.04 of the Health and Welfare
Table of Con tents in the General
Code of Or di nances of Vilas County.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be

ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov
                 RES. 2025-01
County Aid Cul vert on Birchwood
Drive – Town of Cloverland
Mo tion by D. Kramer, sec onded by P.
Weber to adopt. High way Com mis -
sioner Troy Schalinske pre sented the
in for ma tion. Discus sion. All voted
aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-02
Amendment of Standing Rules and
Committee Duties for Vilas County

~2/3 Majority Vote Necessary~
Motion by L. Edwards, seconded by
M. MacKenzie to adopt. Corporation
Counsel Chad Lynch presented the
information and stated that at the
January 8, 2025, Executive &
Legislative Committee meeting it was
approved that citizen members of the
Human Services Board may vote on
all items except fiscal matters.
Discussion. Motion by M. Anderson,
seconded by M. MacKenzie to amend
1.04 Per Diem Paid for Attendance (4)
to read: “Citizen Members from
Human Services Board, ADRC, and
Public Health Board shall also
receive per diem and mileage for
attendance in accordance with the
rules for County Board Supervisors.”
All voted aye on the amendment.
Discussion. All voted aye on the
amended resolution as presented.
Carried.

RES. 2025-03
County-Tribal Law Enforcement

Assistance 2025
Mo tion by J. Bur kett, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-04
2025-2034 Land and Water Resource

Management (LWRM) Plan
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by D. Kramer to adopt. H. Tom -
lanovich pre sented the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-05
Brightspeed Broadband, Equity,

Access, and Deployment
 (BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-06
Charter Communications Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-07
Norvado Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by D.
Kramer to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.
                   RES. 2025-08                       

   Budget Amendment –
Aging and Disability Resource

Center of Vilas County
Mo tion by D. Swieci chowski, sec -
onded by R. Han son to adopt. D.
Swieci chowski pre sented the
information. Discussion. All voted
aye. Carried.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Vilas County Board of Supervisors
amended their 2024 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-08 Budget
Amend ment - GWAAR on Jan u ary
28, 2025 pur suant to Wis. Stat.
§65.90(5), to in clude the fol low ing in -
creases and/or de creases to the
expenditure and revenue line items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense             Description Amount

Revenue 260.51.43540 AGING-TITLE
III-B (FED)                            +$ 1,121.00
Expense 260.51.54610.0948 TRAVEL-
III-B                                         +$ 250.00
Ex pense 260.51.54610.0958 SUP -
PORT IVE HOME CARE-III-B +$ 871.00
Rev enue 260.51.43541 AGING-TITLE
III C-1 (FED)                         -$24,917.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0910 NUT SITE
MGR SALARY-C1               -$21,000.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0902 TITLE III
C-1                                        -$ 3,917.00
Revenue 260.51.43542 AGING-TITLE
III C-2 (FED)                        +$25,087.00
Expense 260.51.54615.0903 TITLE III
C-2                                      +$25,087.00
Rev enue 260.51.43554 ALZHEIM.FAM. 
CARE. SUPP.                          +$ 494.00
Ex pense 260.51.54622.0915 ALZ-
HEIMERS FAM ILY CARE       +$ 494.00
Revenue 260.51.47361 ADRC
REVENUE                           +$33,355.00
Ex pense 260.51.54605.0390 OUT -
REACH/MAR KET ING        +$33,355.00
                    RES. 2025-09

Budget Amendment – 
Board of Health

Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by L.
Ed wards to adopt. C. Rit ter pre sented
the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Vilas County Board of Su per vi sors
amended their 2025 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-09 Budget
Amend ment – Board of Health
on January 28, 2025 pursuant to Wis.
Stat. §65.90(5), to include the
following increases and/or decreases
to the expenditure and revenue line
items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense               Description Amount
Revenue 255.28.49100 Applied
Funds                                +$ 44,882.00
Ex pense 255.28.54101.0409 Con trac -
tual Ser vices                    +$ 44,882.00
Rev enue 100.28.43656 WIC Grant
                                             +$ 7,625.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0703 WIC
Grant                                   +$ 7,625.00
Rev enue 100.28.43653 Im mu niza tion
Grant                                       +$ 600.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0933 Im mu -
niza tion Grant                        +$ 600.00
Rev enue 100.28.43650 MCH Grant
                                             +$ 2,560.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0996 MCH
Grant                                    +$ 2,560.00
AP PROVE 2025 DNR FIRE WAR DEN
LIST:
Town of Boul der Junc tion:
• Krista Mau rer – Knitt’s Hard ware

Hank, P.O. Box 327, Boul der Junc tion
City of Eagle River:

• Kim Olkowski – Vilas County Clerk,
330 Court Street, Eagle River

• Tim o thy Sauter – U.S. For est Ser -
vice, 1247 E. Wall Street, Eagle River
Town of St. Ger main:

• Kent Knitt – Knitt’s Hard ware Hank,
246 High way 70, St. Ger main
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
P. Weber to ap prove the Fire War den
List. Dis cus sion. 
All voted aye. Car ried.
CHAIRMAN’S APPOINTMENTS
Human Services Board – Citizen
Appointees:

• Janice Faulkner – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2027

• Gloria Cobb – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2028
Motion by J. Burkett, seconded by M.
Anderson to appoint. Discussion. Ms.
Cobb was present and introduced
herself. All voted aye. Carried.
ADRC Nutrition Advisory Council –
Appointee:

• Katherine Kolb – Eagle River
Representative
Motion by H. Tomlanovich, seconded
by P. Weber to appoint. Discussion.
All voted aye. Carried.
  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chair Burkett stated that “All is well.”
Social Services has changed to
Human Services. We try to always be
fair and live with the results. We are
improving Vilas County.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Human Ser vices Board: M. Ander -
son re ported that they have a whole
new en vi ron ment in the Human Ser -
vices De part ment.

Veteran Services Commission: M.
Anderson reported that they are
working with the Main te nance De -
part ment and Pub lic Prop erty Com -
mit tee re gard ing the beau ti fi ca tion of
the Vet er ans Memo r ial in the court -
yard.

Land & Water Com mit tee: H. Tom -
lanovich re ported that Alan Wirt is
set tling into the department.

Forestry, Recre ation & Land Com -
mit tee: H. Tom lanovich re ported that
Jim Jef fer son is retiring.

Highway Committee: P. Weber
reported that they have received a
couple trucks that were ordered last
year.

Public Health: C. Ritter stated that
Public Health, Tourism, and Zoning
departments met to col lab o rate re -
gard ing Tourist Room ing Houses
(TRH) and shar ing in for ma tion. She
said that norovirus and Covid are on
the rise.

Zoning & Planning Committee: R.
Logan thanked the group working on
the TRH collaboration.
LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Chair Burkett stated that he will not
receive commission on the sale of
the Vilas County property on the
river, across from the Vilas County
Fairgrounds. A real estate office will
not be involved, the property will be
sold on the auction site.
  NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Regular Meeting of the
County Board is scheduled for 9:00
A.M, Tuesday, March 25, 2025, in the
County Board Conference rooms.
  MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
D. Swiecichowski to pay mileage and
per diem for this meeting. All voted
aye. Carried. Please contact the
County Clerk’s office for mileage and
per diem payment information.
  ADJOURNMENT
Motion by D. Kramer, seconded by L.
Edwards to adjourn. Discussion. All
voted aye. Carried.
Chair Burkett adjourned the meeting
at 11:53 A.M.
  Prepared and submitted by:
Kimberly A. Olkowski, Vilas County
Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's
notations and are subject to future
revision and approval by the Vilas
County Board.
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VILAS COUNTY
 (One week 2/5/25)

VILAS COUNTY
BOARD PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 28, 2025
The Jan u ary 28, 2025, Reg u lar Meet -
ing of the Vilas County Board of Su -
per vi sors was held pur suant to Wis.
Stat. §59.11(1)(c) in the Vilas County
Cour t house confer ence rooms, 330
Court Street, Eagle River, WI 54521.
CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chair Jerry Bur -
kett called the as sem bly to order at
9:00 A.M. He in structed the County
Clerk, Kim Olkowski to read aloud
and in sert into the min utes the fol -
low ing no ti fi ca tion: Pub lic meet ing
no tice re quire ments were ful filled by
post ing a no tice of this meet ing on
bul letin boards lo cated in the Vilas
County Cour t house, Olson Memo r ial
Li brary and Eagle River City Hall. No -
tice of this meet ing was posted to the
Vilas County Gov ern ment web site. All
media out lets and mem bers of the
pub lic re quest ing no ti fi ca tion of this
meet ing were no ti fied on Jan u ary 24,
2025, more than twenty-four hours
prior to the meet ing. The pub lic was
also no tified that dis cus sion and ac -
tion may occur re gard ing all items
posted on this agenda. The Clerk re -
quested that all pre sent si lence their
cell phones for the du ra tion of the
meet ing.
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance
to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
 ROLL CALL
Roll call found the fol low ing mem -
bers in at ten dance: Mar vin An der son,
Ger ald Bur kett, Lake Ed wards,
Robert Han son, Ann Konopacky,
Daniel Kramer, Arthur Kunde, Richard
Logan, Michael MacKen zie, Joseph
Muehlbach, Thomas Petrusky, Jacob
Pos tu chow, Car olyn Rit ter, Daniel
Swieci chowski, Holly Tom lanovich,
Leah Tro jan, Patrick Weber, and
Joseph Wild cat, Sr. Ar leen Harsvick
and Thomas Maul son were ab sent.
There is one va cancy in Dis trict #18.
The Clerk re ported 18 Su per vi sors in
at ten dance at the be gin ning of the
meet ing, con sti tut ing a quo rum of the
County Board. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM

THE NOVEMBER 12, 2024, ANNUAL
MEETING
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
H. Tomlanovich to approve the
minutes of the November 12, 2024,
annual meeting as presented. All
voted aye. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA
ITEMS – None
 CITIZEN COMMENDATION AWARD
Sheriff Joe Fath and Chief Deputy
Patrick Schmidt introduced 11-year-
old Jackson Favorite and his mother,
Michelle Favorite. Michelle stated that
Jackson told her his plans for a
fundraiser, and they worked to make
it happen. Jackson wanted to do a
fundraiser for K-9 Deputy Helo,
handled by Deputy Zach Stern.
Jackson raised well over $1,000.00 at
his lemonade stand to donate to the
Vilas County Sheriff’s Department for
K-9 Deputy Helo. Jackson would like
to become a K-9 Officer when he
grows up. He was presented with a
special plaque in appreciation from
Deputy Stern and Deputy Helo. He
received the Citizen Commendation
award from Sheriff Fath and Chief
Deputy Schmidt. There was a
standing ovation for Jackson’s
contribution and selflessness,
putting others first.
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance

to take a moment to pray for Chris
Oatman.

LIFE SAV ING AWARDS & TEAM -
WORK AWARDS
Sheriff Joe Fath and Jail
Administrator Bill Weiss stated that
they had an incident on September
25, 2024, with a female in the Vilas
County Jail. Jail staff responded
immediately. The awards are to
recognize and thank those that
helped save this person’s life. The
Lifesaving Awards were awarded to:
Alisha Wagner, Scott McFarland,
Austin Bender, David Glendinning,
Laura Roof, Jacob Mayo, Dana
Spurgeon, Shannon Lehmann, and
Eric Walters. The Teamwork
Recognition Awards were awarded to
Recreational Officer Jason Molle,
Deputy Ben Gauger, Detective Eric
Santefort, Detective Nick Seeger,
Chief Deputy Patrick Schmidt,
Captain Gerard Ritter, Sheriff Joe
Fath, and Jail Administrator Bill
Weiss. Chair Burkett commended the
Sheriff’s Department. There was a
round of applause for their service.
Supervisor Arleen Harsvick arrived

at 9:13 A.M.
THERE ARE NOW 19 SUPERVISORS

IN ATTENDANCE.
INTRODUCE HUMAN SERVICES

BOARD DIRECTOR
Su per vi sor M. An der son in tro duced
Valarie Wiel houwer as the new
Human Ser vices Di rec tor. V. Wiel -
houwer was born and raised in Eagle
River. She grad u ated from the Uni ver -
sity of Wis con sin Madi son and
served in the United States Air Force.
Through out her ca reer, she has al -
ways been in volved in so cial work.
Pre vi ously, she worked for Oneida
County, Dane County, the U.S. Air
Force, For est County, and back to her
home, Vilas County. She has been
with Vilas County Human Ser vices for
4 years and is look ing for ward to her
new role in the Human Ser vices De -
part ment. There was a round of ap -
plause for her ser vice. Chair Bur kett
wel comed her, and asked for a round
of applause for Kate Gard ner, the pre -
vi ous So cial Ser vices Di rec tor who
re tired after 17 years of ser vice.
IN TRO DUCE LAND & WATER CON -

SERVATION IST
Su per vi sor H. Tom lanovich in tro -
duced Alan Wirt as the new Land &
Water Con ser va tion ist. Alan said that
he grew up in Cen tral Wis con sin and
va ca tioned in Vilas County all of his
life. He is happy to be in Vilas County
in his new role. There was a round of
ap plause. Chair Bur kett wel comed
him, and asked for a round of ap -
plause for Car olyn Scholl, the pre vi -
ous Land & Water Con ser va tion ist
who re tired after 22 years of ser vice.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
TABLED OR POSTPONED TO A DAY
CERTAIN - None

ALL RES O LU TIONS AND OR DI -
NANCES, IN THEIR EN TIRETY, ARE
ON FILE IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S
OF FICE 
Resolutions and Ordinances are
posted in the order in which they
were acted upon.

IN TRO DUCE AND ACT UPON ALL
POSTED OR DI NANCES AND RES O -
LU TIONS
                    ORD. 2025-01

Amend Chap ter 26 – Vilas County
Mo tor ized Recre ational 

Trails & Routes
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by A. Kunde to adopt. Chair Burkett
asked both sides of the topic, for and
against, to choose a rep re sen ta tive to
speak for 15 min utes. This amend -
ment came from the ATV-UTV Al -
liance to the High way Com mit tee.
The High way Com mit tee voted to
bring the amend ment to the County
Board, for the full board to vote on.
The side in favor went first, and their
key points were pre sented. The side
against went sec ond, and their key
points were pre sented. There was
one word that stood out, which was
“com pro mise.” The Su per vi sors were
each given a chance to speak and
they went around the table. Dis cus -
sion. Chair Bur kett asked the Town
Board Chairs from Boul der Junc tion,
Man i tow ish Wa ters, and Win ches ter
to come up to the podium. He asked
them if they were will ing to post pone
this amend ment to May 1, 2026. Each
of the Town Board Chairs spoke and
said no, not with out the town’s ap -
proval. Chair Bur kett stated that it’s
about re spect and the County should
re spect the Town’s de ci sion. He
polled the res i dents from the three
towns in at ten dance. There were 6
votes in favor and 13 votes against
the amend ment. The emails that were
sent to the County Clerk were 49 in
favor and 169 against the amend -
ment. Dis cus sion. Roll call vote re -
sults found 10 aye votes and 9 nay
votes: M. An der son, R. Han son, A.
Harsvick, R. Logan, M. MacKen zie, C.
Rit ter, P. Weber, J. Wild cat, Sr., G.
Bur kett. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-01 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-01, Amend -
ing Chap ter 26 – Vilas County Motor -
ized Recre ational Trails & Routes Or -
di nance

2. SUMMARY OF THE SUBJECT
MATTER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
ORDINANCE: Chapter 26 is amended
specifically under 26.08 C i) Year
Round Approved County Trunk
Highway ATV/UTV Routes, to allow
for year around use of the paved
portions of the ATV/UTV routes
located on county trunk highways A,
B, C, E, G, H, J, K, M, N, O, P, S, and
W by ATV’s and UTV’s.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be
ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov 

CHAIR BURKETT CALLED FOR A
BRIEF RECESS AT 11:00 A.M.
BACK IN SESSION AT 11:10 A.M.

ORD. 2025-02
Amend Chapter 11 – Health and

Welfare – Community Mental Health,
Mental Retardation, Alcoholism and

Drug Abuse Services
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
D. Kramer to adopt. The nec es sary
changes were ex plained by Cor po ra -
tion Coun sel Chad Lynch. Dis cus -
sion. All voted aye. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-02 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-02, Amend -
ing Chap ter 11 – Health and Wel fare –
Com mu nity Men tal Health, Men tal Re -
tar da tion, Al co holism and Drug
Abuse Ser vices

2. SUM MARY OF THE SUB JECT
MAT TER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
OR DI NANCE: Chap ter 11 is amended
specif i cally under 11.01, 11.02, 11.03,
and 11.04 of the Health and Welfare
Table of Con tents in the General
Code of Or di nances of Vilas County.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be

ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov
                 RES. 2025-01
County Aid Cul vert on Birchwood
Drive – Town of Cloverland
Mo tion by D. Kramer, sec onded by P.
Weber to adopt. High way Com mis -
sioner Troy Schalinske pre sented the
in for ma tion. Discus sion. All voted
aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-02
Amendment of Standing Rules and
Committee Duties for Vilas County

~2/3 Majority Vote Necessary~
Motion by L. Edwards, seconded by
M. MacKenzie to adopt. Corporation
Counsel Chad Lynch presented the
information and stated that at the
January 8, 2025, Executive &
Legislative Committee meeting it was
approved that citizen members of the
Human Services Board may vote on
all items except fiscal matters.
Discussion. Motion by M. Anderson,
seconded by M. MacKenzie to amend
1.04 Per Diem Paid for Attendance (4)
to read: “Citizen Members from
Human Services Board, ADRC, and
Public Health Board shall also
receive per diem and mileage for
attendance in accordance with the
rules for County Board Supervisors.”
All voted aye on the amendment.
Discussion. All voted aye on the
amended resolution as presented.
Carried.

RES. 2025-03
County-Tribal Law Enforcement

Assistance 2025
Mo tion by J. Bur kett, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-04
2025-2034 Land and Water Resource

Management (LWRM) Plan
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by D. Kramer to adopt. H. Tom -
lanovich pre sented the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-05
Brightspeed Broadband, Equity,

Access, and Deployment
 (BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-06
Charter Communications Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-07
Norvado Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by D.
Kramer to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.
                   RES. 2025-08                       

   Budget Amendment –
Aging and Disability Resource

Center of Vilas County
Mo tion by D. Swieci chowski, sec -
onded by R. Han son to adopt. D.
Swieci chowski pre sented the
information. Discussion. All voted
aye. Carried.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Vilas County Board of Supervisors
amended their 2024 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-08 Budget
Amend ment - GWAAR on Jan u ary
28, 2025 pur suant to Wis. Stat.
§65.90(5), to in clude the fol low ing in -
creases and/or de creases to the
expenditure and revenue line items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense             Description Amount

Revenue 260.51.43540 AGING-TITLE
III-B (FED)                            +$ 1,121.00
Expense 260.51.54610.0948 TRAVEL-
III-B                                         +$ 250.00
Ex pense 260.51.54610.0958 SUP -
PORT IVE HOME CARE-III-B +$ 871.00
Rev enue 260.51.43541 AGING-TITLE
III C-1 (FED)                         -$24,917.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0910 NUT SITE
MGR SALARY-C1               -$21,000.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0902 TITLE III
C-1                                        -$ 3,917.00
Revenue 260.51.43542 AGING-TITLE
III C-2 (FED)                        +$25,087.00
Expense 260.51.54615.0903 TITLE III
C-2                                      +$25,087.00
Rev enue 260.51.43554 ALZHEIM.FAM. 
CARE. SUPP.                          +$ 494.00
Ex pense 260.51.54622.0915 ALZ-
HEIMERS FAM ILY CARE       +$ 494.00
Revenue 260.51.47361 ADRC
REVENUE                           +$33,355.00
Ex pense 260.51.54605.0390 OUT -
REACH/MAR KET ING        +$33,355.00
                    RES. 2025-09

Budget Amendment – 
Board of Health

Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by L.
Ed wards to adopt. C. Rit ter pre sented
the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Vilas County Board of Su per vi sors
amended their 2025 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-09 Budget
Amend ment – Board of Health
on January 28, 2025 pursuant to Wis.
Stat. §65.90(5), to include the
following increases and/or decreases
to the expenditure and revenue line
items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense               Description Amount
Revenue 255.28.49100 Applied
Funds                                +$ 44,882.00
Ex pense 255.28.54101.0409 Con trac -
tual Ser vices                    +$ 44,882.00
Rev enue 100.28.43656 WIC Grant
                                             +$ 7,625.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0703 WIC
Grant                                   +$ 7,625.00
Rev enue 100.28.43653 Im mu niza tion
Grant                                       +$ 600.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0933 Im mu -
niza tion Grant                        +$ 600.00
Rev enue 100.28.43650 MCH Grant
                                             +$ 2,560.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0996 MCH
Grant                                    +$ 2,560.00
AP PROVE 2025 DNR FIRE WAR DEN
LIST:
Town of Boul der Junc tion:
• Krista Mau rer – Knitt’s Hard ware

Hank, P.O. Box 327, Boul der Junc tion
City of Eagle River:

• Kim Olkowski – Vilas County Clerk,
330 Court Street, Eagle River

• Tim o thy Sauter – U.S. For est Ser -
vice, 1247 E. Wall Street, Eagle River
Town of St. Ger main:

• Kent Knitt – Knitt’s Hard ware Hank,
246 High way 70, St. Ger main
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
P. Weber to ap prove the Fire War den
List. Dis cus sion. 
All voted aye. Car ried.
CHAIRMAN’S APPOINTMENTS
Human Services Board – Citizen
Appointees:

• Janice Faulkner – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2027

• Gloria Cobb – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2028
Motion by J. Burkett, seconded by M.
Anderson to appoint. Discussion. Ms.
Cobb was present and introduced
herself. All voted aye. Carried.
ADRC Nutrition Advisory Council –
Appointee:

• Katherine Kolb – Eagle River
Representative
Motion by H. Tomlanovich, seconded
by P. Weber to appoint. Discussion.
All voted aye. Carried.
  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chair Burkett stated that “All is well.”
Social Services has changed to
Human Services. We try to always be
fair and live with the results. We are
improving Vilas County.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Human Ser vices Board: M. Ander -
son re ported that they have a whole
new en vi ron ment in the Human Ser -
vices De part ment.

Veteran Services Commission: M.
Anderson reported that they are
working with the Main te nance De -
part ment and Pub lic Prop erty Com -
mit tee re gard ing the beau ti fi ca tion of
the Vet er ans Memo r ial in the court -
yard.

Land & Water Com mit tee: H. Tom -
lanovich re ported that Alan Wirt is
set tling into the department.

Forestry, Recre ation & Land Com -
mit tee: H. Tom lanovich re ported that
Jim Jef fer son is retiring.

Highway Committee: P. Weber
reported that they have received a
couple trucks that were ordered last
year.

Public Health: C. Ritter stated that
Public Health, Tourism, and Zoning
departments met to col lab o rate re -
gard ing Tourist Room ing Houses
(TRH) and shar ing in for ma tion. She
said that norovirus and Covid are on
the rise.

Zoning & Planning Committee: R.
Logan thanked the group working on
the TRH collaboration.
LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Chair Burkett stated that he will not
receive commission on the sale of
the Vilas County property on the
river, across from the Vilas County
Fairgrounds. A real estate office will
not be involved, the property will be
sold on the auction site.
  NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Regular Meeting of the
County Board is scheduled for 9:00
A.M, Tuesday, March 25, 2025, in the
County Board Conference rooms.
  MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
D. Swiecichowski to pay mileage and
per diem for this meeting. All voted
aye. Carried. Please contact the
County Clerk’s office for mileage and
per diem payment information.
  ADJOURNMENT
Motion by D. Kramer, seconded by L.
Edwards to adjourn. Discussion. All
voted aye. Carried.
Chair Burkett adjourned the meeting
at 11:53 A.M.
  Prepared and submitted by:
Kimberly A. Olkowski, Vilas County
Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's
notations and are subject to future
revision and approval by the Vilas
County Board.
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VILAS COUNTY
 (One week 2/5/25)

VILAS COUNTY
BOARD PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 28, 2025
The Jan u ary 28, 2025, Reg u lar Meet -
ing of the Vilas County Board of Su -
per vi sors was held pur suant to Wis.
Stat. §59.11(1)(c) in the Vilas County
Cour t house confer ence rooms, 330
Court Street, Eagle River, WI 54521.
CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chair Jerry Bur -
kett called the as sem bly to order at
9:00 A.M. He in structed the County
Clerk, Kim Olkowski to read aloud
and in sert into the min utes the fol -
low ing no ti fi ca tion: Pub lic meet ing
no tice re quire ments were ful filled by
post ing a no tice of this meet ing on
bul letin boards lo cated in the Vilas
County Cour t house, Olson Memo r ial
Li brary and Eagle River City Hall. No -
tice of this meet ing was posted to the
Vilas County Gov ern ment web site. All
media out lets and mem bers of the
pub lic re quest ing no ti fi ca tion of this
meet ing were no ti fied on Jan u ary 24,
2025, more than twenty-four hours
prior to the meet ing. The pub lic was
also no tified that dis cus sion and ac -
tion may occur re gard ing all items
posted on this agenda. The Clerk re -
quested that all pre sent si lence their
cell phones for the du ra tion of the
meet ing.
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance
to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
 ROLL CALL
Roll call found the fol low ing mem -
bers in at ten dance: Mar vin An der son,
Ger ald Bur kett, Lake Ed wards,
Robert Han son, Ann Konopacky,
Daniel Kramer, Arthur Kunde, Richard
Logan, Michael MacKen zie, Joseph
Muehlbach, Thomas Petrusky, Jacob
Pos tu chow, Car olyn Rit ter, Daniel
Swieci chowski, Holly Tom lanovich,
Leah Tro jan, Patrick Weber, and
Joseph Wild cat, Sr. Ar leen Harsvick
and Thomas Maul son were ab sent.
There is one va cancy in Dis trict #18.
The Clerk re ported 18 Su per vi sors in
at ten dance at the be gin ning of the
meet ing, con sti tut ing a quo rum of the
County Board. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM

THE NOVEMBER 12, 2024, ANNUAL
MEETING
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
H. Tomlanovich to approve the
minutes of the November 12, 2024,
annual meeting as presented. All
voted aye. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA
ITEMS – None
 CITIZEN COMMENDATION AWARD
Sheriff Joe Fath and Chief Deputy
Patrick Schmidt introduced 11-year-
old Jackson Favorite and his mother,
Michelle Favorite. Michelle stated that
Jackson told her his plans for a
fundraiser, and they worked to make
it happen. Jackson wanted to do a
fundraiser for K-9 Deputy Helo,
handled by Deputy Zach Stern.
Jackson raised well over $1,000.00 at
his lemonade stand to donate to the
Vilas County Sheriff’s Department for
K-9 Deputy Helo. Jackson would like
to become a K-9 Officer when he
grows up. He was presented with a
special plaque in appreciation from
Deputy Stern and Deputy Helo. He
received the Citizen Commendation
award from Sheriff Fath and Chief
Deputy Schmidt. There was a
standing ovation for Jackson’s
contribution and selflessness,
putting others first.
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance

to take a moment to pray for Chris
Oatman.

LIFE SAV ING AWARDS & TEAM -
WORK AWARDS
Sheriff Joe Fath and Jail
Administrator Bill Weiss stated that
they had an incident on September
25, 2024, with a female in the Vilas
County Jail. Jail staff responded
immediately. The awards are to
recognize and thank those that
helped save this person’s life. The
Lifesaving Awards were awarded to:
Alisha Wagner, Scott McFarland,
Austin Bender, David Glendinning,
Laura Roof, Jacob Mayo, Dana
Spurgeon, Shannon Lehmann, and
Eric Walters. The Teamwork
Recognition Awards were awarded to
Recreational Officer Jason Molle,
Deputy Ben Gauger, Detective Eric
Santefort, Detective Nick Seeger,
Chief Deputy Patrick Schmidt,
Captain Gerard Ritter, Sheriff Joe
Fath, and Jail Administrator Bill
Weiss. Chair Burkett commended the
Sheriff’s Department. There was a
round of applause for their service.
Supervisor Arleen Harsvick arrived

at 9:13 A.M.
THERE ARE NOW 19 SUPERVISORS

IN ATTENDANCE.
INTRODUCE HUMAN SERVICES

BOARD DIRECTOR
Su per vi sor M. An der son in tro duced
Valarie Wiel houwer as the new
Human Ser vices Di rec tor. V. Wiel -
houwer was born and raised in Eagle
River. She grad u ated from the Uni ver -
sity of Wis con sin Madi son and
served in the United States Air Force.
Through out her ca reer, she has al -
ways been in volved in so cial work.
Pre vi ously, she worked for Oneida
County, Dane County, the U.S. Air
Force, For est County, and back to her
home, Vilas County. She has been
with Vilas County Human Ser vices for
4 years and is look ing for ward to her
new role in the Human Ser vices De -
part ment. There was a round of ap -
plause for her ser vice. Chair Bur kett
wel comed her, and asked for a round
of applause for Kate Gard ner, the pre -
vi ous So cial Ser vices Di rec tor who
re tired after 17 years of ser vice.
IN TRO DUCE LAND & WATER CON -

SERVATION IST
Su per vi sor H. Tom lanovich in tro -
duced Alan Wirt as the new Land &
Water Con ser va tion ist. Alan said that
he grew up in Cen tral Wis con sin and
va ca tioned in Vilas County all of his
life. He is happy to be in Vilas County
in his new role. There was a round of
ap plause. Chair Bur kett wel comed
him, and asked for a round of ap -
plause for Car olyn Scholl, the pre vi -
ous Land & Water Con ser va tion ist
who re tired after 22 years of ser vice.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
TABLED OR POSTPONED TO A DAY
CERTAIN - None

ALL RES O LU TIONS AND OR DI -
NANCES, IN THEIR EN TIRETY, ARE
ON FILE IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S
OF FICE 
Resolutions and Ordinances are
posted in the order in which they
were acted upon.

IN TRO DUCE AND ACT UPON ALL
POSTED OR DI NANCES AND RES O -
LU TIONS
                    ORD. 2025-01

Amend Chap ter 26 – Vilas County
Mo tor ized Recre ational 

Trails & Routes
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by A. Kunde to adopt. Chair Burkett
asked both sides of the topic, for and
against, to choose a rep re sen ta tive to
speak for 15 min utes. This amend -
ment came from the ATV-UTV Al -
liance to the High way Com mit tee.
The High way Com mit tee voted to
bring the amend ment to the County
Board, for the full board to vote on.
The side in favor went first, and their
key points were pre sented. The side
against went sec ond, and their key
points were pre sented. There was
one word that stood out, which was
“com pro mise.” The Su per vi sors were
each given a chance to speak and
they went around the table. Dis cus -
sion. Chair Bur kett asked the Town
Board Chairs from Boul der Junc tion,
Man i tow ish Wa ters, and Win ches ter
to come up to the podium. He asked
them if they were will ing to post pone
this amend ment to May 1, 2026. Each
of the Town Board Chairs spoke and
said no, not with out the town’s ap -
proval. Chair Bur kett stated that it’s
about re spect and the County should
re spect the Town’s de ci sion. He
polled the res i dents from the three
towns in at ten dance. There were 6
votes in favor and 13 votes against
the amend ment. The emails that were
sent to the County Clerk were 49 in
favor and 169 against the amend -
ment. Dis cus sion. Roll call vote re -
sults found 10 aye votes and 9 nay
votes: M. An der son, R. Han son, A.
Harsvick, R. Logan, M. MacKen zie, C.
Rit ter, P. Weber, J. Wild cat, Sr., G.
Bur kett. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-01 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-01, Amend -
ing Chap ter 26 – Vilas County Motor -
ized Recre ational Trails & Routes Or -
di nance

2. SUMMARY OF THE SUBJECT
MATTER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
ORDINANCE: Chapter 26 is amended
specifically under 26.08 C i) Year
Round Approved County Trunk
Highway ATV/UTV Routes, to allow
for year around use of the paved
portions of the ATV/UTV routes
located on county trunk highways A,
B, C, E, G, H, J, K, M, N, O, P, S, and
W by ATV’s and UTV’s.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be
ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov 

CHAIR BURKETT CALLED FOR A
BRIEF RECESS AT 11:00 A.M.
BACK IN SESSION AT 11:10 A.M.

ORD. 2025-02
Amend Chapter 11 – Health and

Welfare – Community Mental Health,
Mental Retardation, Alcoholism and

Drug Abuse Services
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
D. Kramer to adopt. The nec es sary
changes were ex plained by Cor po ra -
tion Coun sel Chad Lynch. Dis cus -
sion. All voted aye. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-02 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-02, Amend -
ing Chap ter 11 – Health and Wel fare –
Com mu nity Men tal Health, Men tal Re -
tar da tion, Al co holism and Drug
Abuse Ser vices

2. SUM MARY OF THE SUB JECT
MAT TER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
OR DI NANCE: Chap ter 11 is amended
specif i cally under 11.01, 11.02, 11.03,
and 11.04 of the Health and Welfare
Table of Con tents in the General
Code of Or di nances of Vilas County.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be

ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov
                 RES. 2025-01
County Aid Cul vert on Birchwood
Drive – Town of Cloverland
Mo tion by D. Kramer, sec onded by P.
Weber to adopt. High way Com mis -
sioner Troy Schalinske pre sented the
in for ma tion. Discus sion. All voted
aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-02
Amendment of Standing Rules and
Committee Duties for Vilas County

~2/3 Majority Vote Necessary~
Motion by L. Edwards, seconded by
M. MacKenzie to adopt. Corporation
Counsel Chad Lynch presented the
information and stated that at the
January 8, 2025, Executive &
Legislative Committee meeting it was
approved that citizen members of the
Human Services Board may vote on
all items except fiscal matters.
Discussion. Motion by M. Anderson,
seconded by M. MacKenzie to amend
1.04 Per Diem Paid for Attendance (4)
to read: “Citizen Members from
Human Services Board, ADRC, and
Public Health Board shall also
receive per diem and mileage for
attendance in accordance with the
rules for County Board Supervisors.”
All voted aye on the amendment.
Discussion. All voted aye on the
amended resolution as presented.
Carried.

RES. 2025-03
County-Tribal Law Enforcement

Assistance 2025
Mo tion by J. Bur kett, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-04
2025-2034 Land and Water Resource

Management (LWRM) Plan
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by D. Kramer to adopt. H. Tom -
lanovich pre sented the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-05
Brightspeed Broadband, Equity,

Access, and Deployment
 (BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-06
Charter Communications Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-07
Norvado Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by D.
Kramer to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.
                   RES. 2025-08                       

   Budget Amendment –
Aging and Disability Resource

Center of Vilas County
Mo tion by D. Swieci chowski, sec -
onded by R. Han son to adopt. D.
Swieci chowski pre sented the
information. Discussion. All voted
aye. Carried.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Vilas County Board of Supervisors
amended their 2024 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-08 Budget
Amend ment - GWAAR on Jan u ary
28, 2025 pur suant to Wis. Stat.
§65.90(5), to in clude the fol low ing in -
creases and/or de creases to the
expenditure and revenue line items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense             Description Amount

Revenue 260.51.43540 AGING-TITLE
III-B (FED)                            +$ 1,121.00
Expense 260.51.54610.0948 TRAVEL-
III-B                                         +$ 250.00
Ex pense 260.51.54610.0958 SUP -
PORT IVE HOME CARE-III-B +$ 871.00
Rev enue 260.51.43541 AGING-TITLE
III C-1 (FED)                         -$24,917.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0910 NUT SITE
MGR SALARY-C1               -$21,000.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0902 TITLE III
C-1                                        -$ 3,917.00
Revenue 260.51.43542 AGING-TITLE
III C-2 (FED)                        +$25,087.00
Expense 260.51.54615.0903 TITLE III
C-2                                      +$25,087.00
Rev enue 260.51.43554 ALZHEIM.FAM. 
CARE. SUPP.                          +$ 494.00
Ex pense 260.51.54622.0915 ALZ-
HEIMERS FAM ILY CARE       +$ 494.00
Revenue 260.51.47361 ADRC
REVENUE                           +$33,355.00
Ex pense 260.51.54605.0390 OUT -
REACH/MAR KET ING        +$33,355.00
                    RES. 2025-09

Budget Amendment – 
Board of Health

Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by L.
Ed wards to adopt. C. Rit ter pre sented
the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Vilas County Board of Su per vi sors
amended their 2025 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-09 Budget
Amend ment – Board of Health
on January 28, 2025 pursuant to Wis.
Stat. §65.90(5), to include the
following increases and/or decreases
to the expenditure and revenue line
items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense               Description Amount
Revenue 255.28.49100 Applied
Funds                                +$ 44,882.00
Ex pense 255.28.54101.0409 Con trac -
tual Ser vices                    +$ 44,882.00
Rev enue 100.28.43656 WIC Grant
                                             +$ 7,625.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0703 WIC
Grant                                   +$ 7,625.00
Rev enue 100.28.43653 Im mu niza tion
Grant                                       +$ 600.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0933 Im mu -
niza tion Grant                        +$ 600.00
Rev enue 100.28.43650 MCH Grant
                                             +$ 2,560.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0996 MCH
Grant                                    +$ 2,560.00
AP PROVE 2025 DNR FIRE WAR DEN
LIST:
Town of Boul der Junc tion:
• Krista Mau rer – Knitt’s Hard ware

Hank, P.O. Box 327, Boul der Junc tion
City of Eagle River:

• Kim Olkowski – Vilas County Clerk,
330 Court Street, Eagle River

• Tim o thy Sauter – U.S. For est Ser -
vice, 1247 E. Wall Street, Eagle River
Town of St. Ger main:

• Kent Knitt – Knitt’s Hard ware Hank,
246 High way 70, St. Ger main
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
P. Weber to ap prove the Fire War den
List. Dis cus sion. 
All voted aye. Car ried.
CHAIRMAN’S APPOINTMENTS
Human Services Board – Citizen
Appointees:

• Janice Faulkner – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2027

• Gloria Cobb – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2028
Motion by J. Burkett, seconded by M.
Anderson to appoint. Discussion. Ms.
Cobb was present and introduced
herself. All voted aye. Carried.
ADRC Nutrition Advisory Council –
Appointee:

• Katherine Kolb – Eagle River
Representative
Motion by H. Tomlanovich, seconded
by P. Weber to appoint. Discussion.
All voted aye. Carried.
  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chair Burkett stated that “All is well.”
Social Services has changed to
Human Services. We try to always be
fair and live with the results. We are
improving Vilas County.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Human Ser vices Board: M. Ander -
son re ported that they have a whole
new en vi ron ment in the Human Ser -
vices De part ment.

Veteran Services Commission: M.
Anderson reported that they are
working with the Main te nance De -
part ment and Pub lic Prop erty Com -
mit tee re gard ing the beau ti fi ca tion of
the Vet er ans Memo r ial in the court -
yard.

Land & Water Com mit tee: H. Tom -
lanovich re ported that Alan Wirt is
set tling into the department.

Forestry, Recre ation & Land Com -
mit tee: H. Tom lanovich re ported that
Jim Jef fer son is retiring.

Highway Committee: P. Weber
reported that they have received a
couple trucks that were ordered last
year.

Public Health: C. Ritter stated that
Public Health, Tourism, and Zoning
departments met to col lab o rate re -
gard ing Tourist Room ing Houses
(TRH) and shar ing in for ma tion. She
said that norovirus and Covid are on
the rise.

Zoning & Planning Committee: R.
Logan thanked the group working on
the TRH collaboration.
LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Chair Burkett stated that he will not
receive commission on the sale of
the Vilas County property on the
river, across from the Vilas County
Fairgrounds. A real estate office will
not be involved, the property will be
sold on the auction site.
  NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Regular Meeting of the
County Board is scheduled for 9:00
A.M, Tuesday, March 25, 2025, in the
County Board Conference rooms.
  MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
D. Swiecichowski to pay mileage and
per diem for this meeting. All voted
aye. Carried. Please contact the
County Clerk’s office for mileage and
per diem payment information.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by D. Kramer, seconded by L.
Edwards to adjourn. Discussion. All
voted aye. Carried.
Chair Burkett adjourned the meeting
at 11:53 A.M.
  Prepared and submitted by:
Kimberly A. Olkowski, Vilas County
Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's
notations and are subject to future
revision and approval by the Vilas
County Board.
2733                              WNAXLP

VILAS COUNTY
 (Three weeks 2/5-2/19/25)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, VILAS COUNTY

Case No. 25CV7
IN THE MATTER OF THE

NAME CHANGE OF
Amanda Marie Thompson

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

                   By (Pe ti tioner)
           Amanda Marie Thomp son
NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person listed
above:
   From: Amanda Marie Thompson
   To: Amanda Marie Walker
   Birth Cer tifi cate:
   Amanda Marie Walker
IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Vilas County, State of
Wisconsin:
  Judge’s Name: Martha J. Milanowski
  Place: Vilas County Cour t house,   
  Court room 1
  330 Court Street,
  Eagle River, WI 54521
  Date: February 27, 2025
  Time: 11:30 am
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

No tice of this hear ing shall be given
by pub li ca tion as a Class 3 no tice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hear ing in the Vilas
County News-Review, a news pa per
pub lished in Vilas County, State of
Wis con sin.
  /s/ Martha J. Milanowski
      Cir cuit Court Judge/
      Court Com mis sioner
      January 14, 2025
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VILAS COUNTY
(Three weeks 1/29-2/12/25)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, VILAS COUNTY

-PROBATE-
Notice Setting Time

to Hear Application and
Deadline for Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 25 PR02
  IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Jacquelyn G. Jossart
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An ap pli ca tion for in for mal ad min -
is tra tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth
January 9, 1950 and date of death
March 24, 2024 was domiciled in Vilas
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1705 Buckhorn
Road, Arbor Vitae, WI 54568.

3. The application will be heard at
the Vilas County Courthouse, Eagle
River, Wisconsin, Room Probate
Office, before Dawn Halverson,
Probate Registrar, on February 19,
2025 at 9:00.
You do not need to appear unless

you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.

4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent’s estate is April
25, 2025.

5. A claim may be filed at the Vilas
County Courthouse, 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, 54521, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.

6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.

If you re quire rea son able ac commo -
da tions due to a dis abil ity to par tic i -
pate in the court process, please call
715-479-3642 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.
                /s/ Dawn Halverson
                     Probate Registrar
                    January 17, 2025
Thomas E. Lawrence II
Lawrence & Tyler, S.C.
8617 Hwy. 51 North,
Minocqua, WI 54548
715-356-9403
Bar Number
1002941
2726                              WNAXLP

VILAS COUNTY
 (One week 2/5/25)

VILAS COUNTY
BOARD PROCEEDINGS

JANUARY 28, 2025
The Jan u ary 28, 2025, Reg u lar Meet -
ing of the Vilas County Board of Su -
per vi sors was held pur suant to Wis.
Stat. §59.11(1)(c) in the Vilas County
Cour t house confer ence rooms, 330
Court Street, Eagle River, WI 54521.
CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chair Jerry Bur -
kett called the as sem bly to order at
9:00 A.M. He in structed the County
Clerk, Kim Olkowski to read aloud
and in sert into the min utes the fol -
low ing no ti fi ca tion: Pub lic meet ing
no tice re quire ments were ful filled by
post ing a no tice of this meet ing on
bul letin boards lo cated in the Vilas
County Cour t house, Olson Memo r ial
Li brary and Eagle River City Hall. No -
tice of this meet ing was posted to the
Vilas County Gov ern ment web site. All
media out lets and mem bers of the
pub lic re quest ing no ti fi ca tion of this
meet ing were no ti fied on Jan u ary 24,
2025, more than twenty-four hours
prior to the meet ing. The pub lic was
also no tified that dis cus sion and ac -
tion may occur re gard ing all items
posted on this agenda. The Clerk re -
quested that all pre sent si lence their
cell phones for the du ra tion of the
meet ing.
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance
to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
 ROLL CALL
Roll call found the fol low ing mem -
bers in at ten dance: Mar vin An der son,
Ger ald Bur kett, Lake Ed wards,
Robert Han son, Ann Konopacky,
Daniel Kramer, Arthur Kunde, Richard
Logan, Michael MacKen zie, Joseph
Muehlbach, Thomas Petrusky, Jacob
Pos tu chow, Car olyn Rit ter, Daniel
Swieci chowski, Holly Tom lanovich,
Leah Tro jan, Patrick Weber, and
Joseph Wild cat, Sr. Ar leen Harsvick
and Thomas Maul son were ab sent.
There is one va cancy in Dis trict #18.
The Clerk re ported 18 Su per vi sors in
at ten dance at the be gin ning of the
meet ing, con sti tut ing a quo rum of the
County Board. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM

THE NOVEMBER 12, 2024, ANNUAL
MEETING
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
H. Tomlanovich to approve the
minutes of the November 12, 2024,
annual meeting as presented. All
voted aye. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA
ITEMS – None
 CITIZEN COMMENDATION AWARD
Sheriff Joe Fath and Chief Deputy
Patrick Schmidt introduced 11-year-
old Jackson Favorite and his mother,
Michelle Favorite. Michelle stated that
Jackson told her his plans for a
fundraiser, and they worked to make
it happen. Jackson wanted to do a
fundraiser for K-9 Deputy Helo,
handled by Deputy Zach Stern.
Jackson raised well over $1,000.00 at
his lemonade stand to donate to the
Vilas County Sheriff’s Department for
K-9 Deputy Helo. Jackson would like
to become a K-9 Officer when he
grows up. He was presented with a
special plaque in appreciation from
Deputy Stern and Deputy Helo. He
received the Citizen Commendation
award from Sheriff Fath and Chief
Deputy Schmidt. There was a
standing ovation for Jackson’s
contribution and selflessness,
putting others first.
Chair Burkett asked all in attendance

to take a moment to pray for Chris
Oatman.

LIFE SAV ING AWARDS & TEAM -
WORK AWARDS
Sheriff Joe Fath and Jail
Administrator Bill Weiss stated that
they had an incident on September
25, 2024, with a female in the Vilas
County Jail. Jail staff responded
immediately. The awards are to
recognize and thank those that
helped save this person’s life. The
Lifesaving Awards were awarded to:
Alisha Wagner, Scott McFarland,
Austin Bender, David Glendinning,
Laura Roof, Jacob Mayo, Dana
Spurgeon, Shannon Lehmann, and
Eric Walters. The Teamwork
Recognition Awards were awarded to
Recreational Officer Jason Molle,
Deputy Ben Gauger, Detective Eric
Santefort, Detective Nick Seeger,
Chief Deputy Patrick Schmidt,
Captain Gerard Ritter, Sheriff Joe
Fath, and Jail Administrator Bill
Weiss. Chair Burkett commended the
Sheriff’s Department. There was a
round of applause for their service.
Supervisor Arleen Harsvick arrived

at 9:13 A.M.
THERE ARE NOW 19 SUPERVISORS

IN ATTENDANCE.
INTRODUCE HUMAN SERVICES

BOARD DIRECTOR
Su per vi sor M. An der son in tro duced
Valarie Wiel houwer as the new
Human Ser vices Di rec tor. V. Wiel -
houwer was born and raised in Eagle
River. She grad u ated from the Uni ver -
sity of Wis con sin Madi son and
served in the United States Air Force.
Through out her ca reer, she has al -
ways been in volved in so cial work.
Pre vi ously, she worked for Oneida
County, Dane County, the U.S. Air
Force, For est County, and back to her
home, Vilas County. She has been
with Vilas County Human Ser vices for
4 years and is look ing for ward to her
new role in the Human Ser vices De -
part ment. There was a round of ap -
plause for her ser vice. Chair Bur kett
wel comed her, and asked for a round
of applause for Kate Gard ner, the pre -
vi ous So cial Ser vices Di rec tor who
re tired after 17 years of ser vice.
IN TRO DUCE LAND & WATER CON -

SERVATION IST
Su per vi sor H. Tom lanovich in tro -
duced Alan Wirt as the new Land &
Water Con ser va tion ist. Alan said that
he grew up in Cen tral Wis con sin and
va ca tioned in Vilas County all of his
life. He is happy to be in Vilas County
in his new role. There was a round of
ap plause. Chair Bur kett wel comed
him, and asked for a round of ap -
plause for Car olyn Scholl, the pre vi -
ous Land & Water Con ser va tion ist
who re tired after 22 years of ser vice.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
TABLED OR POSTPONED TO A DAY
CERTAIN - None

ALL RES O LU TIONS AND OR DI -
NANCES, IN THEIR EN TIRETY, ARE
ON FILE IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S
OF FICE 
Resolutions and Ordinances are
posted in the order in which they
were acted upon.

IN TRO DUCE AND ACT UPON ALL
POSTED OR DI NANCES AND RES O -
LU TIONS
                    ORD. 2025-01

Amend Chap ter 26 – Vilas County
Mo tor ized Recre ational 

Trails & Routes
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by A. Kunde to adopt. Chair Burkett
asked both sides of the topic, for and
against, to choose a rep re sen ta tive to
speak for 15 min utes. This amend -
ment came from the ATV-UTV Al -
liance to the High way Com mit tee.
The High way Com mit tee voted to
bring the amend ment to the County
Board, for the full board to vote on.
The side in favor went first, and their
key points were pre sented. The side
against went sec ond, and their key
points were pre sented. There was
one word that stood out, which was
“com pro mise.” The Su per vi sors were
each given a chance to speak and
they went around the table. Dis cus -
sion. Chair Bur kett asked the Town
Board Chairs from Boul der Junc tion,
Man i tow ish Wa ters, and Win ches ter
to come up to the podium. He asked
them if they were will ing to post pone
this amend ment to May 1, 2026. Each
of the Town Board Chairs spoke and
said no, not with out the town’s ap -
proval. Chair Bur kett stated that it’s
about re spect and the County should
re spect the Town’s de ci sion. He
polled the res i dents from the three
towns in at ten dance. There were 6
votes in favor and 13 votes against
the amend ment. The emails that were
sent to the County Clerk were 49 in
favor and 169 against the amend -
ment. Dis cus sion. Roll call vote re -
sults found 10 aye votes and 9 nay
votes: M. An der son, R. Han son, A.
Harsvick, R. Logan, M. MacKen zie, C.
Rit ter, P. Weber, J. Wild cat, Sr., G.
Bur kett. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-01 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-01, Amend -
ing Chap ter 26 – Vilas County Motor -
ized Recre ational Trails & Routes Or -
di nance

2. SUMMARY OF THE SUBJECT
MATTER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
ORDINANCE: Chapter 26 is amended
specifically under 26.08 C i) Year
Round Approved County Trunk
Highway ATV/UTV Routes, to allow
for year around use of the paved
portions of the ATV/UTV routes
located on county trunk highways A,
B, C, E, G, H, J, K, M, N, O, P, S, and
W by ATV’s and UTV’s.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be
ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov 

CHAIR BURKETT CALLED FOR A
BRIEF RECESS AT 11:00 A.M.
BACK IN SESSION AT 11:10 A.M.

ORD. 2025-02
Amend Chapter 11 – Health and

Welfare – Community Mental Health,
Mental Retardation, Alcoholism and

Drug Abuse Services
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
D. Kramer to adopt. The nec es sary
changes were ex plained by Cor po ra -
tion Coun sel Chad Lynch. Dis cus -
sion. All voted aye. Car ried.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Vilas

County Board of Supervisors enacted
Ordinance 2025-02 on January 28,
2025, at a duly noticed Vilas County
Board meeting. A summary of this
enactment is as follows:

1. Or di nance No. 2025-02, Amend -
ing Chap ter 11 – Health and Wel fare –
Com mu nity Men tal Health, Men tal Re -
tar da tion, Al co holism and Drug
Abuse Ser vices

2. SUM MARY OF THE SUB JECT
MAT TER AND MAIN POINTS OF THE
OR DI NANCE: Chap ter 11 is amended
specif i cally under 11.01, 11.02, 11.03,
and 11.04 of the Health and Welfare
Table of Con tents in the General
Code of Or di nances of Vilas County.

3. DATE OF ENACTMENT: January
28, 2025
The full text of this or di nance may be

ob tained at the Vilas County Clerk’s
of fice located at 330 Court Street,
Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-3600,
dur ing the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Mon day through Fri day. The full
text of the or di nance may also be ac -
cessed through Vilas County’s of fi -
cial web site, www. vil asco unty wi. gov
                 RES. 2025-01
County Aid Cul vert on Birchwood
Drive – Town of Cloverland
Mo tion by D. Kramer, sec onded by P.
Weber to adopt. High way Com mis -
sioner Troy Schalinske pre sented the
in for ma tion. Discus sion. All voted
aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-02
Amendment of Standing Rules and
Committee Duties for Vilas County

~2/3 Majority Vote Necessary~
Motion by L. Edwards, seconded by
M. MacKenzie to adopt. Corporation
Counsel Chad Lynch presented the
information and stated that at the
January 8, 2025, Executive &
Legislative Committee meeting it was
approved that citizen members of the
Human Services Board may vote on
all items except fiscal matters.
Discussion. Motion by M. Anderson,
seconded by M. MacKenzie to amend
1.04 Per Diem Paid for Attendance (4)
to read: “Citizen Members from
Human Services Board, ADRC, and
Public Health Board shall also
receive per diem and mileage for
attendance in accordance with the
rules for County Board Supervisors.”
All voted aye on the amendment.
Discussion. All voted aye on the
amended resolution as presented.
Carried.

RES. 2025-03
County-Tribal Law Enforcement

Assistance 2025
Mo tion by J. Bur kett, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-04
2025-2034 Land and Water Resource

Management (LWRM) Plan
Mo tion by H. Tom lanovich, sec onded
by D. Kramer to adopt. H. Tom -
lanovich pre sented the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-05
Brightspeed Broadband, Equity,

Access, and Deployment
 (BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-06
Charter Communications Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by H.
Tom lanovich to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.

RES. 2025-07
Norvado Broadband,

Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) Grant

Application Endorsement
Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by D.
Kramer to adopt. Dis cus sion. All
voted aye. Car ried.
                   RES. 2025-08                       

   Budget Amendment –
Aging and Disability Resource

Center of Vilas County
Mo tion by D. Swieci chowski, sec -
onded by R. Han son to adopt. D.
Swieci chowski pre sented the
information. Discussion. All voted
aye. Carried.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Vilas County Board of Supervisors
amended their 2024 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-08 Budget
Amend ment - GWAAR on Jan u ary
28, 2025 pur suant to Wis. Stat.
§65.90(5), to in clude the fol low ing in -
creases and/or de creases to the
expenditure and revenue line items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense             Description Amount

Revenue 260.51.43540 AGING-TITLE
III-B (FED)                            +$ 1,121.00
Expense 260.51.54610.0948 TRAVEL-
III-B                                         +$ 250.00
Ex pense 260.51.54610.0958 SUP -
PORT IVE HOME CARE-III-B +$ 871.00
Rev enue 260.51.43541 AGING-TITLE
III C-1 (FED)                         -$24,917.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0910 NUT SITE
MGR SALARY-C1               -$21,000.00
Ex pense 260.51.54612.0902 TITLE III
C-1                                        -$ 3,917.00
Revenue 260.51.43542 AGING-TITLE
III C-2 (FED)                        +$25,087.00
Expense 260.51.54615.0903 TITLE III
C-2                                      +$25,087.00
Rev enue 260.51.43554 ALZHEIM.FAM. 
CARE. SUPP.                          +$ 494.00
Ex pense 260.51.54622.0915 ALZ-
HEIMERS FAM ILY CARE       +$ 494.00
Revenue 260.51.47361 ADRC
REVENUE                           +$33,355.00
Ex pense 260.51.54605.0390 OUT -
REACH/MAR KET ING        +$33,355.00
                    RES. 2025-09

Budget Amendment – 
Board of Health

Mo tion by C. Rit ter, sec onded by L.
Ed wards to adopt. C. Rit ter pre sented
the in for ma tion.
Dis cus sion. All voted aye. Car ried.

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Vilas County Board of Su per vi sors
amended their 2025 bud get ac cord -
ing to Res o lu tion No. 2025-09 Budget
Amend ment – Board of Health
on January 28, 2025 pursuant to Wis.
Stat. §65.90(5), to include the
following increases and/or decreases
to the expenditure and revenue line
items:
Revenue or Line Item Number 
Expense               Description Amount
Revenue 255.28.49100 Applied
Funds                                +$ 44,882.00
Ex pense 255.28.54101.0409 Con trac -
tual Ser vices                    +$ 44,882.00
Rev enue 100.28.43656 WIC Grant
                                             +$ 7,625.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0703 WIC
Grant                                   +$ 7,625.00
Rev enue 100.28.43653 Im mu niza tion
Grant                                       +$ 600.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0933 Im mu -
niza tion Grant                        +$ 600.00
Rev enue 100.28.43650 MCH Grant
                                             +$ 2,560.00
Ex pense 100.28.54100.0996 MCH
Grant                                    +$ 2,560.00
AP PROVE 2025 DNR FIRE WAR DEN
LIST:
Town of Boul der Junc tion:
• Krista Mau rer – Knitt’s Hard ware

Hank, P.O. Box 327, Boul der Junc tion
City of Eagle River:

• Kim Olkowski – Vilas County Clerk,
330 Court Street, Eagle River

• Tim o thy Sauter – U.S. For est Ser -
vice, 1247 E. Wall Street, Eagle River
Town of St. Ger main:

• Kent Knitt – Knitt’s Hard ware Hank,
246 High way 70, St. Ger main
Mo tion by M. An der son, sec onded by
P. Weber to ap prove the Fire War den
List. Dis cus sion. 
All voted aye. Car ried.
CHAIRMAN’S APPOINTMENTS
Human Services Board – Citizen
Appointees:

• Janice Faulkner – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2027

• Gloria Cobb – Citizen Member
Term Ending January 2028
Motion by J. Burkett, seconded by M.
Anderson to appoint. Discussion. Ms.
Cobb was present and introduced
herself. All voted aye. Carried.
ADRC Nutrition Advisory Council –
Appointee:

• Katherine Kolb – Eagle River
Representative
Motion by H. Tomlanovich, seconded
by P. Weber to appoint. Discussion.
All voted aye. Carried.
  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chair Burkett stated that “All is well.”
Social Services has changed to
Human Services. We try to always be
fair and live with the results. We are
improving Vilas County.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Human Ser vices Board: M. Ander -
son re ported that they have a whole
new en vi ron ment in the Human Ser -
vices De part ment.

Veteran Services Commission: M.
Anderson reported that they are
working with the Main te nance De -
part ment and Pub lic Prop erty Com -
mit tee re gard ing the beau ti fi ca tion of
the Vet er ans Memo r ial in the court -
yard.

Land & Water Com mit tee: H. Tom -
lanovich re ported that Alan Wirt is
set tling into the department.

Forestry, Recre ation & Land Com -
mit tee: H. Tom lanovich re ported that
Jim Jef fer son is retiring.

Highway Committee: P. Weber
reported that they have received a
couple trucks that were ordered last
year.

Public Health: C. Ritter stated that
Public Health, Tourism, and Zoning
departments met to col lab o rate re -
gard ing Tourist Room ing Houses
(TRH) and shar ing in for ma tion. She
said that norovirus and Covid are on
the rise.

Zoning & Planning Committee: R.
Logan thanked the group working on
the TRH collaboration.
LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Chair Burkett stated that he will not
receive commission on the sale of
the Vilas County property on the
river, across from the Vilas County
Fairgrounds. A real estate office will
not be involved, the property will be
sold on the auction site.
  NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Regular Meeting of the
County Board is scheduled for 9:00
A.M, Tuesday, March 25, 2025, in the
County Board Conference rooms.
  MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by M. Anderson, seconded by
D. Swiecichowski to pay mileage and
per diem for this meeting. All voted
aye. Carried. Please contact the
County Clerk’s office for mileage and
per diem payment information.
  ADJOURNMENT
Motion by D. Kramer, seconded by L.
Edwards to adjourn. Discussion. All
voted aye. Carried.
Chair Burkett adjourned the meeting
at 11:53 A.M.
  Prepared and submitted by:
Kimberly A. Olkowski, Vilas County
Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's
notations and are subject to future
revision and approval by the Vilas
County Board.
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VILAS COUNTY
(Three weeks 2/5-2/19/25)
STATE OF WISCONSIN,

CIRCUIT COURT, VILAS COUNTY
-PROBATE-

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 25 PR 01
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An ap pli ca tion for in for mal ad min -
is tra tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth
September 1, 1950 and date of death
September 23, 2019, was domiciled in
Vilas County, State of Wisconsin,
with a mailing address of 6230 Knuth
Lane, Eagle River, WI 54521.

3. All interested persons waived
notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent’s estate is May
2, 2025.

5. A claim may be filed at the Vilas
County Courthouse, 330 Court Street,
Eagle River 54521, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
                /s/ Dawn Halverson
                     Probate Registrar
                    January 23, 2025
Thomas E. Lawrence II
Lawrence & Tyler, S.C.
8617 Hwy. 51 North,
Minocqua, WI 54548
715-356-9403
Bar Number
1002941
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VILAS COUNTY
(Two weeks 2/5-2/12/25)

 NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED FUNDS
PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that Vilas

County Trea surer, Paulette M. Sar -
nicki, pur suant to Sec tion 59.66(2)
Wis. Stat., pub lished a class 1 no tice
Jan u ary 29, under ch. 985, which
con tained a list ing of the names and
last-known ad dresses of the own ers
of un claimed money or se cu rity in
the pos ses sion of the Vilas County
Trea surer and is fol low ing that ad
with a class 2 no tice, under ch. 985,
stat ing that the full list ing that was
no ticed in the class 1 no tice may be
viewed at: www. vil asco unty wi. gov or
www. wis cons inpu blic noti ces. org or
at the Office of the Vilas County Trea -
surer, Vilas County Cour t house, 330
Court Street, Eagle River, Wis con sin.

The statute fur ther pro vides that un -
less the own ers re quest and prove
own er ship of such money or se cu rity
within 6 months from the time of the
com pleted pub li ca tion on Feb ru ary
12, 2025, the County Trea surer will
take posses sion or con trol of such
money or se cu rity.

To claim these funds, the owner
must appear in per son, with valid
photo iden ti fi ca tion, at the Of fice of
the County Trea surer, Vilas County
Cour t house, 330 Court Street, Eagle
River, Wis con sin, M-F, 8AM-4:00PM.
2722                              WNAXLP
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TOWN OF CLOVERLAND
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, the o�cial public test
of the automatic tabulating equipment to be used
in the February 18, 2025, Spring Primary Election
for the Town of Cloverland will be conducted at
the Cloverland Town Hall, 5860 Perch Lake Rd,
Eagle River, WI 54521 at 10:00 AM on Thursday,
February 13, 2025.
Town Clerk/Treasurer: Tracy Schilling 442536

CITY OF EAGLE RIVER
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the o�cial public test of the
automatic tabulating equipment to be used at the

FEBRUARY 18, 2025 SPRING PRIMARY
in the City of Eagle River will be conducted at City Hall,

525 E. Maple Street, Eagle River WI
Monday, February 10, 2025, at 1:30 p.m.

Becky J Bolte
Clerk – City of Eagle River 442531

NOTICE
TOWN OFWASHINGTON

Notice is hereby given that the public test of the automatic
tabulating equipment, to be used in the February 18, 2025 Primary
Election in the Town of Washington, will be conducted at 4:00 pm,
on Thursday, February 13, 2025 at the Washington Town Hall,
2301 Town Hall Road, Eagle River, WI. 54521.

Nancy Sobralski, Town Clerk
Town of Washington

443756

TOWN OF PLUM LAKE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Sec. 5.84, the
Public Test of the voting equipment, to be used at the Spring Primary Election
to be held on February 18, 2025, in the Town of Plum Lake will be conducted
in the Town Hall, 8755 Lake Street, Sayner, WI, at 1:00 pm on Tuesday,
February 11, 2025.

Jane Rosewicz
Town of Plum Lake Interim Clerk

443493 WNAXLP

SAINT GERMAIN
 (Two weeks 2/5-2/12/25)

NOTICE TOWN OF ST. GERMAIN
BOARD OF APPEALS

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Board of Ap peals of the Town of St
Ger main will con duct a pub lic hear -
ing on Wednes day, Feb ru ary 19, 2025
at 6:00 pm in the St Ger main Commu -
nity Center Room #4, pur suant to
Sec tion 1.608 (c) of Chap ter 1- Zon -
ing, Town of St Ger main Code of Or -
di nances, to con sider the vari ance
ap pli ca tion sub mit ted by Robert Mc -
Der mott with re gard to the de nial of
is suance of St Ger main build ing per -
mit due to set back re quire ments,
Sec tion 1.308 (E(3) and H) of Chap ter
1 – Zon ing, Town of St Ger main Code
of Or di nances for:

Robert McDermott
Vilas County land parcel 24-149

8109 Lost Lake Drive N
St Germain, WI 54558

The Board of Ap peals will re view
and dis cuss the vari ance ap pli ca tion
re quest and will de lib er ate the dispo -
si tion of the ap pli ca tion fol low ing the
pub lic hear ing. Pub lic ob ser va tion
and par tic i pa tion will be en abled vir -
tu ally via Zoom. us using:
            Meeting ID 84695377812
             and Passcode 002946

In lieu of at tend ing live or vir tu ally,
per sons wish ing to sub mit writ ten
com ments to the Town Clerk may do
so by let ter to P.O. Box 7, St Ger main,
WI 54558 or by email to june. vogel@ 
stgermainwi. gov Writ ten com ments
must be re ceived by the Clerk no
later than 5:00 pm, Mon day, Feb ruary
17, 2025 to be con sid ered at the pub -
lic hear ing.
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SAINT GERMAIN
 (Two weeks 2/5-2/12/25)

NOTICE TOWN OF ST. GERMAIN
BOARD OF APPEALS

PLEASE TAKE NO TICE that the
Board of Ap peals of the Town of St
Ger main will con duct a pub lic hear -
ing on Wednes day, Feb ru ary 19, 2025
at 6:00 pm in the St Ger main Commu -
nity Center Room #4, pur suant to
Sec tion 1.608 (c) of Chap ter 1- Zon -
ing, Town of St Ger main Code of Or -
di nances, to con sider the vari ance
ap pli ca tion sub mit ted by Robert Mc -
Der mott with re gard to the de nial of
is suance of St Ger main build ing per -
mit due to set back re quire ments,
Sec tion 1.308 (E(3) and H) of Chap ter
1 – Zon ing, Town of St Ger main Code
of Or di nances for:

Robert McDermott
Vilas County land parcel 24-149

8109 Lost Lake Drive N
St Germain, WI 54558

The Board of Ap peals will re view
and dis cuss the vari ance ap pli ca tion
re quest and will de lib er ate the dispo -
si tion of the ap pli ca tion fol low ing the
pub lic hear ing. Pub lic ob ser va tion
and par tic i pa tion will be en abled vir -
tu ally via Zoom. us using:
            Meeting ID 84695377812
             and Passcode 002946

In lieu of at tend ing live or vir tu ally,
per sons wish ing to sub mit writ ten
com ments to the Town Clerk may do
so by let ter to P.O. Box 7, St Ger main,
WI 54558 or by email to june. vogel@ 
stgermainwi. gov Writ ten com ments
must be re ceived by the Clerk no
later than 5:00 pm, Mon day, Feb ruary
17, 2025 to be con sid ered at the pub -
lic hear ing.
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The Vilas County Highway Department will be accepting
proposals for the following road work on County Trunk
Highways (CTH):

CTH W: Beginning at CTH K and proceeding 9.7 Miles
to CTH P. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A LRIP-CHIS
PROJECT.

CTH W: Add Paved Shoulders in Various Locations

Road Striping on Various CTH’s

Speci�cations may be obtained at The Bid Express®
service at www.bidexpress.com. Proposals must be
received on or before 9:00 a.m., February 18, 2025,
on The Bid Express® service at www.bidexpress.com.
Vilas County reserves the right to reject, in whole or in
part, any and all quotes, waive any formality, request
resubmission of proposals, and accept the proposal
determined to be in the County’s best interest.

Troy Schalinske, Commissioner
Vilas County Highway Department
P.O. Box 1568, 2104 N. Railroad St.
Eagle River, WI. 54521

441958 WNAXLP

ACCEPTING PROPOSALS

NOTICE
VACANCY - VILAS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
District #18 – City of Eagle River Wards, 4 & 5 and

Town of Lincoln, Ward 5

The Vilas County Board Chairman is accepting applications for
an individual to be appointed to �ll the unexpired term of Vilas
County Supervisor, District #18, comprised of the City of Eagle
River Wards, 4 & 5 and Town of Lincoln, Ward 5. Pursuant to
Wis. Stat. §59.10(3)(e) applicants for this appointment must be a
quali�ed elector and a resident of District #18 for at least 28 days
to be eligible to �ll this vacancy. Applicants for this position should
send a letter expressing interest in the position and a resume to:

Chairman Jerry Burkett
Vilas County Board of Supervisors

District #18 Applications
330 Court Street

Eagle River, WI 54521

Applications received later than Monday, March 3, 2025, will not
be considered. Appointment of any applicant by the Vilas County
Board Chairman is subject to Vilas County Board rati�cation.

Kimberly A. Olkowski
Vilas County Clerk 440748

More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*
Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!
Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com
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NEWS

The Little Rice Fire 
Department, in partnership 
with Nicolet College, held 
an intensive Cold Water/
Ice Rescue training class on 
Saturday, Jan. 25. 

The training provided 
education and hands-
on experience for 25 
participants from the Little 
Rice, Pine Lake, Minocqua 
and Fence (Florence 
County) fire departments.

The day began with 
a three-hour classroom 
session at the Little Rice 
Fire Department, where 
participants learned 
the principles of  ice 
rescue, practiced knot-
tying techniques, and 
familiarized themselves 
with specialized rescue 
equipment. Following this, 
the group headed on to the 
ice at Lake Killarney to put 
their training into action, 
conducting realistic ice 
rescue drills.

“This training is crucial 
for our firefighters and 
rescue personnel. With so 
many lakes and streams 
in our coverage area, ice/
water rescues are a real 
possibility every year,” 
said Fire Chief  Larry 
Mathein. “It’s important to 
stay prepared, both for our 
safety and for the safety of  
our community.”

Statistics underscore the 
importance of  ice rescue 
training. According to 
recent reports, Wisconsin 
experienced seven ice 
rescues just this past 
weekend, highlighting the 
dangers of  unpredictable 

ice conditions.
Little Rice Fire 

Department’s jurisdiction 
covers approximately 
150 square miles of  the 
townships of  Little Rice and 
Lynne, including numerous 
lakes and streams. Last 
year, the department 
successfully assisted in the 
rescue of  a father and son 
who fell through the ice 
while fishing on the Willow 
Reservoir. That rescue 
was made possible thanks 
to training, specialized 
equipment, including 
ice rescue suits and the 

department’s rescue sled, 
which can traverse both ice 
and open water.

Participants in the 
training were enthusiastic 
about the hands-on nature 
of  the exercises. One 
attendee remarked, “The 
opportunity to practice 
in real conditions is 
invaluable. Knowing we 
have the skills and the 
tools to make a di¡erence 
gives us the confidence to 
respond e¡ectively.” 

Another participant 
added, “It’s great to train 
alongside neighboring 

departments. Teamwork is 
critical during these types 
of  emergencies.”

The Little Rice Fire 
Department is a volunteer 
organization comprised of  
30 members. 

Fire Chief  Larry Mathein 
emphasized the importance 
of  ongoing training. “Our 
goal is to be as prepared as 
possible for any scenario, 
and this class is a big 
part of  that continuing 
preparation,” he said.

Aspirus Rhinelander 
Hospital recently honored 
Holli Denton, RN, with 
the DAISY Award for 
Extraordinary Nurses 
in recognition of  her 
commitment and patient-
centered approach to care. 

The award is part of  
the Disease Attacking the 
Immune System (DAISY) 
Foundation’s program 
to recognize the e¡orts 
nurses perform every day.

Aspirus Rhinelander 
Hospital DAISY Award 
recipients are nurses 
recognized for going 
above and beyond patient 
expectations by providing 
service with respect, 
compassion and integrity.

Denton works in the 
Aspirus Rhinelander 
Hospital Post-Anesthesia 
Care Unit (PACU) and was 
nominated for the DAISY 
Award by a patient. 

The nomination reads: 
“Holli went above and 
beyond the call of  duty and 
gave me a ride home, not 
wanting or allowing me 
to walk home under the 
influence of  anesthesia 
after an outpatient 
procedure. A true angel of  
mercy! Thank you, Holli.”

Denton and her co-
workers were treated to 
cinnamon rolls, which 
honor the memory of  
the late Patrick Barnes, 
who once ate his father’s 

cinnamon roll when 
he was in the hospital 
without an appetite for 
food. Additionally, Denton 
received an honoree pin, 
certificate, a bouquet 
of  daisies donated by 
Nature’s Riches, and 
a sculpture called A 
Healer’s Touch, hand-
carved by artists of  the 
Shona Tribe in Africa.

Established in 1999, the 
family of  J. Patrick Barnes 
created the DAISY Award 
to honor his memory with 
a tribute to the skillful and 
compassionate care he 
received from his nurses 
during his hospitalization. 
Nurses may be nominated 
by patients, families, 
visitors and colleagues, 
and they are chosen by a 
multi-disciplinary team to 
receive the DAISY Award.

The DAISY Award 
recognizes the outstanding 
and extraordinary care 
nurses provide every day. 
Aspirus DAISY Award 
winners and nominees 
exceed the needs and 
expectations of  patients 
and families by displaying 
the Aspirus core 
values of: Compassion, 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y , 
Collaboration, Foresight 
and Joy.

For more information 
about Aspirus 
Rhinelander Hospital, 
visit aspirus.org.

Little Rice Fire Department
hosts ice rescue training

Rhinelander 
nurse earns 

DAISY Award

The training session at Lake Killarney highlight the dedication and teamwork of the participants 
as they worked together in cold and challenging conditions to master ice rescue techniques.

 —Contributed Photo

DAISY Award recipient Holli Denton. —Contributed Photo

to registering.
Preregistration is 

required and space is 
limited. Registration 
can also be found online 
at the ‘Community 

Education Classes’ section 
of  the School District of  
Rhinelander website at 
https://www.rhinelander.
k12.wi.us/community/
community-education-
classes.cfm.

Call Mike Cheslock at 
715-365-9745 or email him 
at cheslmik@rhinelander.
k12.wi.us for questions.

Safety
FROM PAGE 5

Nicolet College accepting
Board of Trustees applications

The Nicolet College 
District Board Appointment 
Committee is accepting 
applications for four 
positions on the Nicolet 
College Board of  Trustees. 

Three of  the successful 
candidates will serve a 
three-year term, ending 
June 2028, and the interim 
employer vacancy until 
June 2027.

The open positions 
include one member who is 
an employer, one member 
who is an employee, one 
additional member and one 
to fill an interim employer 

vacancy.
Per state guidelines, all 

candidates must meet a 
number of  requirements 
in order to be eligible 
for Wisconsin Technical 
College System district 
board membership. 
Candidates must be 
residents of  the technical 
college district, must 
submit an application/
a�davit with a completed 
questionnaire and at least 
two written references, and 
must attend a district board 
appointment committee 
public hearing in person to 

be interviewed. The hearing 
is scheduled for 3 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 25 at Nicolet 
College in Rhinelander. A 
second hearing is scheduled 
for 3 p.m. Thursday, March 
27, at Nicolet College 
in Rhinelander. If  all 
candidates are able to attend 
the March 25 hearing, the 
Thursday, March 27 hearing 
will be canceled.

Additional information 
about the appointment 
process, applicant 
requirements, and online 
applications are available 
at www.nicoletcollege.

edu/about/board-trustees/
board-

appointment-process.
Applications are due 

to Kris Peeters, Nicolet 
College, PO Box 518, 
Rhinelander, WI 54501, by 
4 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 24. 
Any questions call Kris at 
715-365-4416.  

Nicolet College is 
governed by a nine-member 
District Board appointed by 
the Iron, Forest, Langlade, 
Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas 
County Board Chairs.

Three Lakes Fire Department names 
Firefighter of the Year

The Three Lakes Fire 
Department recently 
presented the Firefighter 
of  the Year Award to Travis 
Wood.

Wood’s nomination 
was the result of  his hard 
work and dedication to 
both the fire department 
and his fellow firefighters, 
according to Assistant Fire 

Chief  Lee Tauer.
“Travis has shown 

leadership qualities and 
inspires those that are 
around him,” he said. 
“He has gone through 
and exceeded all training 
required for the department, 
plus is a first responder for 
the fire department. He 
also shows great all-around 

firefighting skills, that come 
from his hard work and 
commitment to training to 
be a better firefighter.”

The fire department will 
also begin the process of  
voting for a new Fire Chief  
this week.

vcnewsreview.com
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141 S. Willow, Eagle River 715.477.6206
413748

Your Area
Arctic Cat dealer

3624 Hwy, 70E, Eagle River • 715-479-8000
Visit online at boatsport.com

BOAT SPORT
MARINE

384297 Friendship House
Family Restaurant

101 W. Wall St., Eagle River • (715) 479-1070

38
43

78

715-479-8484
Nicoletbank.com

417579

(715) 479-4411
3958 Eagle Waters Rd.

Eagle River

THE #1 BROKERAGE
IN THE NORTHWOODS

38
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27

Tremblay’s Sweet Shop, Inc.
Downtown Eagle River

715-479-8488 1-888-386-3302
*Mail orders

shipped
promptly.

417568

44
28

33

715-337-2209
207 E. WALL ST., EAGLE RIVER, WI

Est 2024

Downtown Eagle River
715-337-2161

www.thehikerbox.com
441970

1521 N. Railroad St.
(Hwy. 45 North)
715-479-2186
worldsnowmobilehq.com

43
92

95

J.J.’s house of dogs
715-477-1949
418 Wall St. Eagle River, WI

44
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86

888 W. Pine St.
Eagle River, WI
715-480-4333

382383

925 E. Wall St., Eagle River
715-479-6411
trigs.com

441975

43
97

05

715-479-7468
2230 HWY 45 N.
EAGLE RIVER, WI43

96
00

715-479-8732
exlcleaningpros.com

382402KickbackGrillEagleRiver.com

442539
Featuring Fresh Curds,
Cheese, Honey, Maple Syrup
1674 Superior St. 715-546-3776
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440946

1488 Everett Rd.
Eagle River, Wis.
(715) 479-4950

384303

3883 Hwy. 70 East
Eagle River, WI 54521
715-479-7012 439309

111 Wall Street
Eagle River
(715) 477-0774

P.O. Box 1929, Eagle River • (715) 479-4421
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The Three Lakes News
P.O. Box 243, Three Lakes • 715-479-4421
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Sports

Matching 
physicality with 

Tomahawk 
is key 

When facing the Tomahawk boys hockey team, 
the top-ranked D2 team in the state, matching the 
Hatchets’ physicality is key to keeping pace with 
them. 

Last week, Northland Pines hosted Tomahawk in 
a Great Northern Conference showdown inside the 
Dome in Eagle River. As Tomahawk sat undefeated 
in the GNC, and only held three losses before the 
matchup, the Eagles were in for a tough game.

As I sat in the far corner during the first period, 
early energy by the Eagles helped them skate with 
Tomahawk throughout the opening 17 minutes. 
Despite being outshot 17-8 in the opening frame, Pines 
had quality looks at the net in a physical start. 

As the two teams took the ice for the second period, 
Tomahawk started to show why they were and are 
the team to beat in Division 2 hockey. They were tight 
defensively and had snipers always looking for a shot, 
which includes Jonah Dickens, who now has 37 goals 
on the year after a hat trick against the Eagles. Pines 
defenseman Josh Graves took many pucks on the 
rush, and got caught up by the Tomahawk defense 
after the Hatchets seemed to always have two sticks at 
the puck at all times. The hitting started to change the 
complexion of  the game as Pines couldn’t keep up on 
the boards as the game moved along. 

Tomahawk netted three in the second period, with 
the third coming o¡ an easy turnover, and Dickens 
went forehand-backhand and flipped one into an open 
net.

The goals kept piling on in the third as the Hatchets 
buried three more goals to put the game to rest.

All in all, it seemed that a team must match 
Tomahawk’s physicality for all three periods, along 
with also being able to get past a disciplined defense 
to put some points on the board. 

Sideline 
Scoop
BY JACOB HEID

Pines’ Klemett 
leads eligible 

D3 players 

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

Northland Pines senior 
Vienna Klemett and Three 
Lakes freshman Easton 
Lurvey have landed on the 
WIAA-sponsored 3-point 
shootout, which is an end-
of-season 3-point contest 
at the respective State 
Tournaments in Green Bay 
and Madison. 

Klemett leads all eligible 
D3 girl players in 3-point 
percentage this season with 
a 38.9% 3-point percentage 
as of  Jan. 27. Lurvey, who 
was in seventh in the Jan. 
20 update, would have been 
fifth, but the stats deadline 
passed for the weekly 
update Jan. 27. 

To be considered, a player 
must make the minimum 
amount of  attempts (100) 
throughout the regular 
season and shooting stats 
need to be available from 
every game of  the season. 
The deadline for the girls 

is Monday of  the week of  
regional games (Feb. 24) 
and March 3 for the boys. 
The top four players by the 
deadline will be notified, 
but only the top two players 
in each division will 
participate.

Klemett is shooting at a 
39.6% clip on 96 attempts as 
of  Jan. 27.

She said it was just 
recently that she began 
to notice that she was 
the leader in Division 3 
athletes. 

“It started to be on my 
radar on Jan. 6 because 
that’s when I realized I was 
one of  the top people. I am 
proud of  myself  for leading 
this category in Division 
3, but it’s not done yet and 
hope to end the season 
at the top,” said Klemett. 
“Coach Halsey allows for 
my confidence and fire to 
keep going up, and being 
the top person in my 
division reflects this.”

The 3-point shot has 
always seemed to be in 
her arsenal, but Klemett 
said that her growth and 
basketball IQ have helped 
her gain more confidence 
from a distance. 

“This year it has shown, 
from my confidence and 
hard work, that I can shoot 
the ball and have a deep 
range. I can read my shot 
and I know how to fix it if  
I can’t make a couple of  
shots at the beginning (of  a 
game),” explained Klemett. 
“This is the biggest weapon 
I have in my bag.”

With Klemett being a 
senior, she said making 
it as one of  the top two 
players would be a great 
experience to end her high 
school career. 

“I’m really hoping that 
I can finish as one of  the 
top two players; it would 
be such a great experience, 
especially my senior year,” 
she stated. “Just being able 
to compete at the Resch 
Center on the UW-GB court 
would be a dream.”

For Lurvey, the 3-point 
shot didn’t come to him 
until a few years ago before 
he started to get a feel for it. 
Since then, time and e¡ort 
have become a huge key to 
shooting nearly 40% from 
distance on the varsity level 
his freshman year. 

“I didn’t start shooting 3’s 
until seventh grade, when I 

could shoot at that distance 
and maintain proper form, 
but since then it has come 
with that of  reps and time 
in the gym,” he said. 

Being just a freshman, 
Lurvey sits near the top of  
eligible players in 3-point 
percentage, something he 
says feels like a compliment 
to how he is performing. 

“It feels really good; it’s 
a great compliment to have 
an impact at the state level. 
I am honored to be up in the 
ranks,” he explained. 

As only two players 
are selected per division, 
Lurvey has some work left 
to do to claim a top-two 
spot, but was in the top spot 
when the leaderboard first 
came out.

“I would be honored to 
represent my team and 
my school in this event. 
it would be such a great 
experience to be able to 
compete with some of  the 
best 3-point shooters in the 
state,” he said about the 
potential opportunity. 

Both players have 
around a month or under 
left before the numbers are 
finalized and the players 
are selected. 

Area athletes sit on 
3-point shootout leaderboard 

Klemett Lurvey

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Three Lakes boys 
basketball team had two 
shots at road wins this 
past week, and the Jays 
opened the week with 
a 63-48 Northern Lakes 
Conference road win at 
Goodman-Pembine Jan. 28 
despite a slow start. 

A late-week 
nonconference game for 
Three Lakes at Rib Lake 
ended in a 52-42 loss for 
the Jays as well. 

“We started extremely 
slow in this contest, mostly 
due to e¡ort and focus. 
The kids were not zoned 
in for this game in the first 
nine minutes, but they 
ended up straightening 
things out and getting 
a win,” said head coach 
George Lurvey after 
the Goodman- Pembine 
win. “We are a team that 
takes a lot of  pride in 
defense, and in this game 
our defense was just 
atrocious at the start, with 
a lack of  communication 
leading to the breakdowns 
defensively.” 

The Jays fought through 
a slow start with the help 
of  senior forward Peyton 
Pitlik, whose e�cient 
shooting night of  9-for-11 
from the floor ended in 22 
points. He also cleaned up 
the glass for the Jays and 
finished with 17 rebounds. 

Three Lakes battled 
back to lead by a slight 
three-point margin at 
halftime and used the 
opening minutes of  the 
second half  to break the 
game open. 

“At the start of  the 
second half  we pulled to 
a 14-18 point lead and held 
the entire time,” Lurvey 
said about the second-half  
e¡ort.

Freshman Easton 
Lurvey followed Pitlik’s 
performance with 14 
points, and senior Eli 
Erickson tallied nine. 
Four other players scored 
for the Bluejays in the win. 

The Bluejays split the 
week 1-1 with the Rib 
Lake loss Friday. Lurvey 
said that the team hung 
around and led for much 
of  the game, but o¡ensive 
rebounding hurt them. 

“We lost by 10, but we 
were actually leading a lot 
in this game, and it was 
much closer than 10 the 
entire game, but we hit an 
8-minute scoring drought 
in the second half  that we 
couldn’t recover from,” he 
said. “I think the biggest 
flaw in our team right now 
is our lack of  o¡ensive 
rebounding. We are “one 
and done” on o¡ense; we 
are really struggling.”

Three Lakes has a 
huge week coming up 
in conference play. 
They faced o¡ against 
Crandon on the road this 
past Tuesday and will 
host Laona-Wabeno this 
Friday, Feb. 7, at 7:15 p.m. 

The Cardinals lead the 
NLC, while the Rebels are 
half  a game behind them. 
Three Lakes is in third 
place, 1.5 games behind 
Laona-Wabeno and two 
behind Crandon. 

“We need to sharpen 
things up to compete in 
the games ahead of  us, but 
the good thing is the kids 
are aware that we need to 
improve and are willing 
to put in the work,” stated 
Lurvey. 

Three Lakes has a 
chance to even the season 
series with both teams 
as it fell to Crandon 72-69 
and Laona-Wabeno 62-52 
earlier in the season.

Slow start 
doesn’t deter 
Jays in NLC 

road win

The Eagle River Figure 
Skating Competition team 
made its debut at the 
recent Badger State Games, 
showcasing the incredible 
talent of  its young athletes.

With a total of  12 girls 
participating, the team 
displayed a range of  
skills, from basic moves to 
advanced jumps and spins, 
in front of  supporters 
and judges. Even with 
the tough competition, 
the Eagle River team did 
stand out, bringing home 
a total of  21 medals: nine 
gold, seven silver, and five 
bronze. The achievement 
reflects the hard work 
and determination of  the 
skaters, as well as the 
coaching sta¡ who guided 
them throughout their 
training.

The highlight of  the 
event was the qualification 
for the State Games of  
America, which will be held 
in Pennsylvania in July 
2026. Skaters who secured a 
spot on the podium, earning 
first, second, or third place, 
have now qualified for this 
prestigious event, marking 
a significant milestone in 
their skating journeys.

The Eagle River 
Figure Skating team 
said it was proud of  the 
accomplishments and looks 
forward to representing 
their community at the 
State Games of  America.

Eagle River figure skating team 
shines at Badger State Games

The Eagle River Figure Skating Competition team includes from left to right, Front Row: Coach 
Heather Pattison Harsla, Olivia Trajonovich, Vienna Bornberg and Coach Kari Jo Bornberg. 
Second Row: Coach Montana Grabowski, Addyson Harlsa, Aubrey Lathrop, Carmen Kranz, 
Sophie Hoffman and Coach Trina Kazmarek. Back Row: Charlotte Frenz, Brianna Smith, Vayda 
Barger, Valarie Paquet, Karista Kaminski and Bristol Parling. –Contributed Photo
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EAGLE RIVER
CABINETS,

INC.

Two locations to serve you
5234 Hwy. 70 West, Eagle River, WI 54521

Phone: (715) 479-7479
1419 Lincoln St., Rhinelander, WI 54501

Phone: (715) 362-3400
392387

The Three Lakes News
P.O. Box 243, Three Lakes • 715-479-4421

442151

�Service Is Everything�

Electrical • Refrigeration • Heating
Ventilation • Air Conditioning

715-479-6919
www.rogerscontrol.com

394864

715-479-8732
xlcleaningpros.com

322 East Wall St.
Eagle River, WI

1202 Lincoln St.
Rhinelander, WI

DAVID G. MROCZYNSKI INSURANCE AGENCY

361868

Burkett & Associates
www.burkettrealty.com

Eagle River
Three Lakes

Land O’ Lakes
428486

Eagle River Office
715-479-4431

Land O' Lakes
715-547-3341

St. Germain Office
715-542-3223

401836
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SPORTS

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Three Lakes-Phelps 
girls basketball team got 
back into the win column 
late in the week last week 
with a 70-60 win over 
Wakefi eld-Marenisco in 
Three Lakes Jan. 31, but not 
before falling in a Northern 
Lakes Conference game 
Jan. 27 against Laona- 
Wabeno, 49-32. 

TLP moved to 5-10 (0-
4) on the season with the 
nonconference win Friday 
night. 

Three Lakes- Phelps 
got out to a good start 
o¡ ensively to open the week 
and led Laona-Wabeno by 
two, 13-11, in the game’s 
early stages. 

The lead reached three 
before fouls became a 
factor, and the home Rebels 
shot in the double bonus for 
the fi nal six minutes of  the 
half. 

The Lady Jays then 
went cold o¡ ensively, and 
scored only one fi eld goal 
in roughly the last eight 
minutes, while Laona-
Wabeno went on a 19-3 run 
to end the half  and led by 13 
at the break, 30-17.

The Rebels continued to 
press the issue early in the 
second by opening on a 6-0 
run in the opening 1:30. 
That pushed the lead to 19, 
36-17. 

The fi rst points from TLP 
came from Kylee Wilson at 
the free-throw line about 
3:30 into the second half. 

Later in the half, Haylee 
Barnekow got a friendly 
roll on a 3-pointer after 
a cross-court pass from 
her teammate to cut the 
lead down to 20 with 12:44 
to go. Both teams went 
on a scoring drought for 
four minutes as the Lady 
Jays couldn’t chip into the 
defi cit. The lead increased 
to 21 after a free throw 
made by the Rebels with 
eight minutes left. 

TLP got it as close as 15 
after Kaylee Cornelius hit a 
left-wing 3-pointer to make 
it a 45-30 game late.

The team bounced 
back Friday with its best 
o¡ ensive performance with 
70 points in the win. The 
Lady Jays held the lead 
in the fi rst half  by getting 
out on the fast break as the 
game started with a quick 
pace. 

“They’re a fast break 
team and we probably 
got more points o¡  the 
fast break than they did,” 
said head coach Rich 
Javenkoski. “For the most 
part, it was a good win.” 

Barnekow beat the fi rst-
half  buzzer with a 3-pointer 
in a foul-heavy fi rst half  as 
TLP led 38-29 at the break. 

The quick pace bled into 
the second half  as chances 
at the rim led to aggressive 
drives that led to trips to the 
free-throw line. 

A run by Wakefi eld-
Marenisco deep in the 
second half  put TLP in a 
tight spot but responded 
with some quality baskets 
late. 

O¡ ensively, junior 
Kailyn Fogerty led the 
team with 17 points as she 
found her spots on the 
fl oor throughout the game. 
Barnekow also had 17 
points in the win. 

TLP returned to the 
court this past Monday as 
it hosted Sturgeon Bay in 
a makeup game, before the 
Jays look for their NLC win 
in a game at home against 
Florence this Thursday, 
Feb. 6, at 7:15 p.m. 

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

It was another well-
rounded performance 
for the Rhinelander/
Northland Pines alpine 
skiing and snowboarding 
team last week at Mount 
Ashwabay in Bayfi eld as 
both the boys and girls 
teams took second place at 
the meet.

The team will host its 
last Northern Conference 
meet this year at Ski Brule 
in Iron River, Mich., this 
Saturday, Feb. 8.  

It was the fourth 
consecutive runner-up 
fi nish for the girls, who 
fi nished behind a talented 
Wausau-D.C. Everest team. 

For the boys, it was 
the second time in the 
four meets that they took 

second place. 
Northland Pines 

freshman athlete Jessica 
Linn led the girls team once 
again with a sixth-overall 
fi nish out of  26 racers. She 
ranked sixth in the slalom 
race at 39.39 seconds, 
seventh in the giant slalom 
(30.29), and eighth in the 
super giant (26.55)

Senior Pines teammate 
Eliana Conrad grabbed a 
top-15 fi nish on the day in 
13th overall. She ranked 
13th in two of  her three 
runs, while she also took 
the 14th-best time in the 
giant slalom. 

On the boys side, the 
team had three top-10 
fi nishers out of  over 30 
competitors. Rhinelander’s 
Ben Olson led the way with 
a second-place fi nish. Pines 

athletes Wyler Koput and 
Jason Linn grabbed sixth 
and 10th, respectively. 

Koput had a mishap in 
the slalom race and took 
15th overall, but backed 
that up with a 26.70 time 
in the giant slalom (sixth-
best), and ran his best race 
in the super giant with 
a tied runner-up time of  
24.30. That was .8 seconds 
behind the eventual best 
time.

Linn ran his best time in 
the slalom race as he took 
sixth overall with a time 
of  35.79. He ranked just 
outside of  the top 15 in the 
giant slalom and 14th in 
the supergiant.   

The team will round out 
the conference competition 
this Saturday in the fi fth 
meet of  the season. 

Lady Jays split week 
with 1-1 record 

Pines ski teams fi nish second; 
home meet up next this week

PRESENTS

Peyton Pitlik, 
Three Lakes basketball 

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Senior Spotlight series will 
highlight the senior athletes in the area 
around the communities of  Eagle River, 
Three Lakes, and Phelps. This week, 
Three Lakes senior Peyton Pitlik is in 
the spotlight. Pitlik also plays soccer 
in the spring as a dual-sport athlete. 
He will continue his education at UW-
Stevens Point upon graduation. Here is 
more on the Three Lakes senior: 

What makes this year’s boys 
team fun to be a part of ?

“This year’s team has been very fun 
so far. It has defi nitely been my favorite 
year. All these boys on the team are my 
best friends and my family. We have a 
fun time wherever we go, whether we 
have a two-hour ride to Marshfi eld or a 
home game, it’s always a great time! I am 
super close with everyone on the team 
and we all do everything together; that’s 
what makes this team so special.”

Do you have a nickname that 
your friends or family call you?

“I have two main nicknames. Most 
people just call me Peyton, but most of  
my family calls me Peyto, and most of  
my friends on the team just call me P. 
My family calls me Peyto because back 
in fi fth grade my aunt forgot to put the 
‘n’ in my name.”

Do you play other sports besides 
basketball? What do you play? 

“The only other sport I play is soccer. I 
enjoy soccer a lot, but nothing compares 
to basketball. I’d wanted to try football, 
but I was too scared I was going to get 
hurt; I’ll admit to that!”

Would you rather live forever in 
a bigger city or a small town like 
Three Lakes?

I would much rather live the rest of  
my life in a small town like Three Lakes 
than a big city. To me, everything in 
our little town means a lot more. What 
I mean is everyone around here knows 
each other, and everyone values the 
town a lot since it’s so small. I’ll admit 
when it snows around here a lot it does 
suck sometimes. When it snows enough 
though it’s a great time because we can 
snowmobile, go sledding, go skiing, ice 
fi shing, and so much more. If  we make it 
through the winter, we then get to enjoy 

an amazing summer. The weather is 
usually very nice in the summer. Almost 
every weekend I get to spend one of  the 
days on a boat. I just feel that we value 
where we live a lot more when we live in 
a small town.”

If you had one superpower, what 
would it be?

“If  I had one superpower it would 
defi nitely be to fl y! I feel like being able to 
fl y whenever you want would be so cool. 
You could get to places a lot quicker. You 
could see everything. I think it would 
just help you out a lot with certain 
things, too.”

Who is your biggest sports role 
model?

“My biggest sports role model is 
defi nitely Kobe Bryant. He is one of  
my favorite players to ever touch a 
basketball. I listen to everything he 
used to say, like his mamba podcasts 
and quotes that he said. Kobe worked 
every day and never took a day o¡ . He 
trained to be the best and was always the 
fi rst one in the gym working. Kobe has 
inspired so many people to help reach 
their full potential.” 

Any plans for after high school? 
College?

“After high school, I plan on attending 
college at the University of  Stevens 
Point, where I will pursue a degree in 
physical therapy. I also am hoping to 
continue my basketball athletic career 
there, too! It is going to be very sad 
graduating high school, but I am also 
super excited to start living my own life 
and starting my career at UW Stevens 
Point.”

Three Lakes junior Kailyn Fogerty drives to the hoop and throws up a layup during the 70-60 
nonconference win versus Wake� eld-Marenisco, Mich. last Friday night in Three Lakes. 

–Staff Photo By JACOB HEID

The Northland Pines girls basketball 
team (4-14, 1-7) couldn’t close the deal in 
either of  their games last week on the 
road at Crandon Jan. 28 and Rhinelander 
at home Jan. 31. 

The Eagles fell at Crandon, 64-29, in 
a nonconference game, before battling 
with Great Northern Conference foe 

Rhinelander last Friday, but ultimately 
fell 40-34 in the contest. 

Pines was back in action early 
this week with a home game versus 
Watersmeet, Mich., before traveling 
to Lakeland High School Friday in 
Minocqua, Feb. 7, for a 7:15 p.m. tip. 

Lady Eagles dropped two 
contests last week

TIE-BREAKER — Michael Andrews of Eagle River won a three-way tiebreaker to take 
home the � nal $200 cash prize for the 2024-25 News-Review Football Contest. Michael 
is shown receiving his winnings from News-Review Marketing Consultant, Bri Rivest. 

—STAFF PHOTO
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STANDINGS

SPORTS

Sportsman Bowling 
League- Eagle Lanes

Results of 1/30/25 
Team results: Undiagnosed 7, 
Northwoods Knuckleheads 0; 
J&Z Overhead Door 5, AKAR 
Disposal 2; Rick’s Pro Shop 7, 
Cornerstone Custom Builders 0; 
Nicolet Shores 7, Eagle Lanes 0; 
Club DeNoyer 7, Timmy’s Division 
St. Pizza Co 0 
Individual high game: 
Steve Janssen 259; Dennis 
Franciskovich 257; Billy Barnes 
256
Individual high series: Billy 
Barnes 696; David Phelps 662; 
Glenn Lasowski 658
Standings 
Rick’s Pro Shop 26
AKAR Disposal 24
Nicolet Shores 23
J&Z Overhead Door 23
Undiagnosed 16
Timmy’s Division St. Pizza 
Company 15
Eagle Lanes 14
Northwoods Knucklehead 13
Cornerstone Custom Builders 12
Club DeNoyer   9

EAGLE RIVER DARTBALL
Results of 1/29/25 
Team results: Club 45 3, Mud 
Creek I 0; Shotskis 3, Mud Creek 
II 0; Sweetwater II 3, Sweetwater 
I 0; Eagle Lanes 2, Club Denoyer 
1; Thunderbird 2, Veterans 
Center 1 
Top women shooters: Jenni 
Hanson 5/21, Billie Jo Ernst 
4/21, Jane Meyer 3/13, Cheri 
Winquist 3/17, Sarah Winter 
3/19
Top men shooters: John Ariola 
10/16, Aaron Jones 9/20, Rob 
Govek 8/18, Mark Krupka 9/24, 
Brian Handeland 8/19, Bill Ernst 

6/21, Dave Kamppi 5/15, Cliff 
Erickson 5/16, Dan Haggard 
5/21, Don Scharf 4/12, Derric 
Ternig 4/19
Home runs: Cheri Winquist (2), 
Kelly Resch, Beth Radowicz, Don 
Scharf, Ricky Freye
Standings W L
Eagle Lanes 24 12
Club 45 23 12 

(one tie)
Sweetwater II 23 13
Shotskis 22 14
Sweetwater I 19 17
Thunderbird 19 17
Club Denoyer 14 22
Mud creek II 13  
23
Veterans Center 12 23 

(one tie)
Mud Creek I 10 26

Three Lakes Dartball 
Results of 1/29/25 
Team Results: Village People 2, 
Wildcats 1; Oneida Village II 2, 
Legion Newbies 1
Top women shooters: Bev 
Beyer 3/12, Sue Schultz 2/12, 
Missy Zingzanger 3/10, Jan 
Leiderhause 2/10
Top men shooters: Paul Kaiser 
5/12, Steve Schultz 5/12, 
Ronald Swanson 3/9, Reg 
Videgar 4/11
Home Runs: None 
Standings W L
Wildcats 21 9
Village People 14 15
Legion Newbies 13 16  
Oneida Village II 10 18
Eagle River 

Three Lakes Pool League 
Results of 1/29/25 
Results: Rendezvous 13, Black 
Forest 3; Racks and Rods 13, 
Hideaway 3; Eagles 12, Pine Isle 

I 4; Tavern on the Loop II 12, 
Tavern on the Loop I 4; Legion OV 
12, Spiritview I 4; Spiritview II 8, 
Pine Isle II 8
Eight Ball Runs: Justin Pollack, 
Brian Hoff, Scott McCain, Gary 
Vozka, Scott Brandenburg, Jim 
Bollmann, Brian Johnson, Luke 
Statz
Eight Ball Breaks: John Kuglitsch
Standings W L
Rendezvous 160 64
Racks and Rods 144 80
Pine Isle II 131 93
Spiritview II 126 98
Legion OV 115 109 
TOL II 115 109
Spiritview Eagles 113 111
Black Forest 110 114
Spiritview I 107 117
TOL I 102 122 
Pine Isle I 72 152
Hideaway 49 175

EAGLE RIVER 
POOL LEAGUE

Results of 1/30/25
Results: Uncle Kent’s I 10, Club 
45 III 6; Denoyer’s I 10, Club 45 
I 6; Brew’s Pub 12, Log Cabin 
4; Northern Exposure 11, Uncle 
Kent’s II 5; Club 45 II 9, Denoyer’s 
II 7; Lumpy’s 9, Eagle Lanes 7   
Eight Ball Runs: Richard Wilson, 
Gary Dennison, Trent Griffin
STANDINGS W L
Eagle Lanes 175 81
Brew’s Pub 156 100
Club 45 III 151 105
Northern Exposure 151 105
Denoyer’s I 141 115
Uncle Kent’s I 137 119
Club 45 I 118 138
Lumpy’s 118 138
Denoyer’s II 108 148
Uncle Kent’s II 103 153
Log Cabin 89 167
Club 45 II 89 167

300 GAME — Eagle River bowler Donald Tess bowled his second career 300 game and 
the 13th in Eagle Lanes history. He threw 12 strikes in a row in his third game on lanes 
one and two. He bowled games of 197-269-300 to �nish with 766 for the series.

–Contributed Photo

Pinski returns to coach 
Pines girls soccer team
The Northland Pines 

School District recently 
announced that Mark 
Pinski will be the new head 
coach of  the girls’ soccer 
program. Pinski previously 
served as the boys’ head 
coach for six seasons before 
stepping down in 2021.

Pinski, a current 
physical education 
teacher in the District, led 
the Eagles to two Great 
Northern Conference titles 
in six years and a WIAA 
state soccer tournament 
appearance in 2019. 

“I’m looking forward to 
this opportunity and am 
very excited to get back 

into coaching. I hope to 
make a positive impact 
on the already strong 
Pines Soccer program and 
tradition,” said Pinski. 

He has spent the last 
few years coaching 
youth soccer within the 
Headwaters Youth Soccer 
Association. 

Northland Pines Athletic 
Director, A.J. Zayia, said 
that Pinski is a well-
respected coach and is 
glad that he is back on the 
sidelines for the Eagles. 

“Mark is an excellent 
soccer coach. He has a 
great understanding of  the 
game and brings multiple 

years of  head coaching 
experience to the table,” he 
said. “He does a great job of  
balancing the importance 
of  winning soccer games, 
but also the development 
of  high character teams. 
Mark is very well respected 
as both a high school and 
youth soccer coach.”

The WIAA girls soccer 
season will start with 
practice beginning March 
24 with the earliest game 
being held April 1. Pines 
kicks the season o¡ Friday, 
April 4, with a game at 
Crandon. 

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

It was a tough night 
on the scoreboard for 
the Northland Pines 
boys hockey team after 
Tomahawk, the top-ranked 
team in D2, shut out the 
Eagles 6-0 in Eagle River 
last Tuesday night. 

In a physical battle, the 
game went a period and 
a half  before Tomahawk 
unleashed its o¡ense in the 
final two periods. 

In the first period, 
visiting Tomahawk 
outshot Pines 17-8, but the 
Eagles kept up physically. 
Senior netminder Evrett 
Leslie made 17 strong saves 
to keep the game scoreless 
after one.

Leslie finished the night 
with 39 saves on 45 shots 
faced.

“Evrett kept us in it early 
with great goaltending. We 
need to help him out and 
find a way to capitalize on 
every opportunity to bury 
the puck, especially against 
a team like Tomahawk,” 
said Pines head coach Zach 
Otto. 

Through multiple 
powerplay chances, 
including a 5-on-3, the 
Eagles had high-quality 
looks throughout the 
opening 17 minutes, but 
couldn’t solve senior 
goaltender Trevor Seliskar.

“Tomahawk is a very 
good team. We did play a 
good first period and the 
first half  of  the second. We 
felt good about the game 
plan going in, but couldn’t 

hang in there after we 
had a key player leave 
the game in the second 
period,” Otto explained. “I 
believe that was one of  the 
big di¡erence makers in 
whether we would be able 
to be in the game or not.”

That missing player 
stemmed from two game 
disqualifications being 
given out after a fight 
broke due to the Hatchets 
colliding with Leslie 
behind his own net.

Junior defender Josh 
Graves had the best 
opportunity of  the first 
period after a puck got 
flipped over the Hatchets’ 
defense, leading to a 
breakaway chance that 
Seliskar denied. 

Tomahawk then 
controlled much of  the 
final 34 minutes with its 
physicality. 

It was a similar start 
to the second before 
Tomahawk finally broke 
through and put one past 
Leslie midway through the 
middle period. 

Austin Lamer made it 
a 1-0 game at 7:08 of  the 
second before Tomahawk 
leading scorer Jonah 
Dickens (37 goals) scored 
twice at 14:04 and 16:26 to 
make it a 3-0 game after 
two periods. 

Dickens collected the 
hat trick early in the third 
before the Hatchets added 
two more near the midway 
point of  the third.

The Eagles were 0-for-
4 on the power play in the 
loss.

“I believe our team can 

compete with anyone; we 
just need to be consistent 
in all three periods,” said 
Otto. “We were starting 
to play some of  our best 
hockey and I’m confident 
we will continue that 
moving forward.” 

Tomahawk clinched 
the Great Northern 
Conference title for the 
second consecutive season 
with the win.  

The Eagles played a 
road game versus Antigo 
Tuesday this week before 
traveling to Medford 
Thursday, Feb. 6, for a 7 
p.m. puck drop. 

Pines boys blanked by top-ranked Hatchets

Pines freshman forward Cooper Saari races to a puck along the near boards during the second period. 
–Staff Photos By JACOB HEID

Northland Pines junior Josh Graves attacks a Tomahawk defender on offense as he tries to make 
a move towards the net in a 6-0 loss Jan. 28 to the top-ranked Hatchets in Eagle River. 

Falcons pick up fourth 
win in a row 

It was another victory for the Eagle 
River Falcons as the team picked up its 
fourth win in a row, to move to 7-1 on 
the season and 6-0 at home, as the team 
won a 5-3 game against the visiting Dane 
County Dairy Kings last Saturday. 

Todd Koritzinsky kept his great 
o¡ensive season going as he scored three 
of  the five goals for the Falcons, which 
moved his season goal total to 12. 

Alex Racino and Jacob Robinson 
picked up the other two tallies of  the 
night for Eagle River. 

Seven players, which includes Racino 
and Robinson, picked up assists in the 
game. 

Goaltender Richard Yeshe picked up 
the victory by making 13 saves on the 16 
shots he faced.

Eagle River is back on home ice this 
weekend for their pond hockey weekend 
as the Fox Cities Ice Dogs head to the 
Dome Friday, Feb. 7, for an 8:30 p.m. puck 
drop. The Portage Lake Pioneers head 
to Eagle River on Saturday, Feb. 8, for a 
game that will start at 8 p.m.  

NEED TO ADVERTISE?
CALL 715-479-4421
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SPORTS

BY WILLIAM ZUELKE 
CORRESPONDENT 

The Wabeno-Laona-
Three Lakes varsity 
wrestling team closed out 
the regular season last week 
with a perfect 5-0 record in 
duals against Tomahawk, 
Crivitz, Rosholt, Iron 
Mountain and Rhinelander 
during two events held at 
Laona High School Tuesday 
and at Three Lakes High 
School Thursday.

“This was certainly a 
great week for our team,” 
head coach Seth Senter 
commented after the 
recent success in Three 
Lakes.  “It gives us nice 
momentum as we head to 
the conference duals and 
then on to regional and 
sectional competition. 
Colin (Schubert) and I will 
be working hard with each 
of  the kids in practice as 
we fine-tune specific drills 
to have the team reach 
peak performance during 
this important time of  the 
year.”

For top wrestlers such 
as Reagan Roy, Max Clark, 
and Ryker Schingeck, 
fine-tuning may seem 

redundant following a week 
when the trio went 12-0 
and when season records 
have reached impressive 
levels. Roy, at 106 pounds, 
has a match record of  43-2 
going into the conference 
championship meet which 
takes place this Friday at 
Elcho High School. Clark 
(113 lbs.) and Schingeck 
(120 lbs.) have 35-10 and 
37-5 match records, leaving 
the three wrestlers in the 
lightest weight brackets 
carrying a heavy load of  115 
collective wins against only 
17 losses. 

Other Rebel Jays 
wrestlers with top 
performances last 
week included Hayden 
Demerath, competing at 144 
and 150 pounds, who had 
a nice 5-0 week with three 
pin victories.  Demerath 
was joined with a 5-0 
performance by freshman 
Cameron Tilton who also 
chalked up three pins along 
the way.  Brody Ho¡man 
and Jayse Demerath each 
had great weeks on the mat 
with 24-1 match records, 
while Naaman Stanley, 
Sawyer Jameson, and Levi 
Shepard picked up pin 

victories, with Shepard 
earning two pins in his four 
matches for the week. 

For the first time this 
season, the Rebel Jays had 
a complete roster with 
wrestlers in every weight 
class, and everybody on 
the team walked away with 
a win, while the team as a 
whole defeated Tomahawk 
by a score of  41-38, and 
then easily defeated Crivitz 
and Rosholt at Laona High 
School with scores of  69-
12 and 54-18.  Then, as the 
team competed at Three 
Lakes High School last 
Thursday, the domination 
continued as the Rebel 
Jays beat Iron Mountain 
51-14 before closing out the 
week with a 46-29 win over 
Rhinelander.

The event at Three Lakes 
High School was a special 
night for the wrestlers 
as they competed under 
a spotlight donated two 
years ago by the family of  
Travis Larson following 
his passing in 2020.  Larson 
was a former Bluejays 
wrestler who was a two-
time conference champion 
with deep connections to 
the community and the 

sport.  Each year since 
the donation, local crowds 
and wrestlers are treated 
to a unique experience 
and coach Senter says 
the spotlight forces the 
wrestlers to better focus 
on the mat.  He also 
acknowledged the e¡ort 
of  assistant coach John 
Fink, who worked with the 
Larson family to bring the 
special lighting to the team. 

It was also senior night 
as the team honored Three 
Lakes senior Noah Kincaid 
and Wabeno seniors 
Hayden Demerath and 
Michael Milligan, along 
with team manager Elise 
Harris.

The team now moves 
to the conference 
championship meet this 
Friday, February 7, and 
hopes to see similar success 

to what they saw last week. 
“We have kids who know 

how to perform under 
pressure and, as a team, we 
practice hard and prepare 
smart, so I expect to see 
success on the mat in the 
coming weeks.” 

The action begins at 6 
p.m. at Elcho High School 
as the Rebel Jays will face 
wrestlers from Elcho, 
Crandon, and Florence. 

Rebel Jays enjoy 5-0 week of dual dominance

Michael Milligan of the Rebel Jays squares up to make a move against Connor Jones of Tomahawk 
last week at Laona High School. –Photo By William Zuelke

BY GARY RIDDERBUSCH
CORRESPONDENT 

Northland Pines battled 
Rhinelander for one half, 
but the Eagles lost to the 
Hodags 56-38 in a Great 
Northern Conference 
(GNC) boys basketball 
game in Rhinelander last 
Friday night.

The Eagles got o¡ to a 
good start against one of  
the top teams in the GNC, 
taking a 17-9 lead with 
just over eight (8) minutes 
remaining in the half. The 
Hodags then got hot on the 
o¡ensive end and hit some 
shots to take a slim 24-23 
lead at the half.

“We battled and played 
Pines basketball in the 
first half,” said Pines 
coach Terry Klemett. “We 
defended well, rebounded 
well, and made some nice 
plays o¡ensively.”

Rhinelander outscored 
Northland Pines 16-4 
during the first nine (9) 
minutes of  the second 
half  to take a 40-27 lead. 
The Hodags held that 
advantage the rest of  the 
way to get the 28-point 
victory. The Eagles had 
18 turnovers in the game, 
many of  them in the 
second half.

“In the second half  we 
started to run out of  gas 
and it showed by how 
careless we got with the 
ball,” said Klemett. “You 
can’t turn the ball over 
and expect to beat a good 
team like

Rhinelander, especially 
at their place. It was a 
playo¡ atmosphere and a 
great game to play. This 
game will only help us 
down the stretch during 
the tournament. I was 
proud of  our e¡orts and 
how well we defended 
most of  the game.”

Pines was led by Mylo 
Albrecht with 13 points 
and seven rebounds, 
followed by Cody Vojta 
with 11 points and three 
rebounds. Jack Albrecht 
had three assists.

The Eagles also played 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
in a nonconference game 
last Monday, losing 69-48.

The game was tied at 
17-17 at the 7:30 mark 
of  the first half  when 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
went on a 19-8 run to take 
an 11-point halftime lead.

“This was a battle of  a 
game,” said Klemett. “It 
was back and forth until 
we lost vision defensively 
late in the first half  and 
they buried a few threes to 
give them a nice cushion.”

The second half  saw 
Pines play hard, but the 
Eagles couldn’t get any 
closer than seven points a 
couple of  times, including 
60-53 with 3:48 to play. The 
Eagles had 21 turnovers in 
the game.

“We had many 
opportunities, but came 
up short,” said Klemett. 
“Wittenberg is a very good 
basketball team and it’s 
hard to play at their place. 
Overall, I was happy that 
we competed hard.”

Mylo Albrecht led Pines 
with 19 points, followed 
by Vojta with 14, and 
Jonathan Miller and A.J. 
Muench with 10 apiece. 
Albrecht also had six 
rebounds and Muench 
had six assists.

Pines, 10-8 overall and 
4-4 in the GNC, will host 
Lakeland this Friday, 
Feb. 7, in a GNC battle 
starting at 7:15 p.m. The 
Eagles will then travel to 
Mosinee next Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, for another GNC 
game at 7:15 p.m.

Eagles stick 
with Hodags for 

half, but lose 
to conference 

rival 56-38

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR 

A road trip with the 
Chippewa Steel to end 
January was on tap for the 
Wisconsin Windigo of  the 
North American Hockey 
League, as the home Steel 
stole a 3-2 Friday win to 
break the Windigo’s five-
game win streak before 
Wisconsin bounced back 
Saturday in a 5-2 game.

The team remains in 
first place in the Midwest 
Division with 59 points. 

“To say it was a roller 
coaster weekend would be 
an understatement. Our 
e¡ort on Friday fell short 
of  our standards. We had 
sequences where we played 
well, but passed up on some 
shots that I would have liked 
to see us take,” said Windigo 
head coach John Mitchell 
about Friday night. “I was 
pleased to see how the guys 
responded on Saturday 
night. We came out of  the 
gate flying. The e¡ort we 
displayed in the first two 
periods on Saturday is what 
we are looking for.”

Windigo 2, Steel 3
Wisconsin got down 

in the game quickly as 
Chippewa got the game’s 
first tally just minutes into 
the contest. Felix Haibock 
tied the game near the end 
of  the first period at 17:20. 
John Halverson scooped up 
the puck behind the net and 
threw it towards the crease. 
Haibock then tucked it away 
for his third goal of  the year. 

Chippewa regained their 
lead 2:07 into the second 
period on a 5-on-3 powerplay 
chance. 

“We showed a lack of  
discipline as well. We can’t 

have multiple players sitting 
in the box serving 10-minute 
misconduct penalties,” 
said Mitchell. “They took 
advantage of  some of  our 
guys watching the play, 
rather than picking up their 
defensive assignments.”

The Windigo’s special 
teams retaliated in the 
same period, with leading 
goal scorer Braydon Beahm 
tallying the goal on the man 
advantage at 14:47. The 
game remained tied through 
the second intermission and 
for most of  the third period. 

The Steel buried a puck at 
11:54 of  the third to go ahead 
for good. 

Lucas Szyszka took the 
loss in net, making 23 saves. 
Devin Shakar made 28 

saves to earn the victory for 
Chippewa.

Windigo 5, Steel 2
Saturday was a di¡erent 

story for Wisconsin 
o¡ensively, netting four of  
its five goals in the opening 
two periods. 

Ronnie Hill wasted little 
time as he scored 1:06 into 
the game to deplete the 
home crowd. 

Seven minutes later, 
the Windigo executed a 
textbook breakout that led 
to Halverson netting a goal 
for a 2-0 lead. 

The 2-0 score bled into the 
second period before Logan 
Nickolaus put the Windigo 
up by three early in the 
middle frame. 

Alexios Georgaklis took 
advantage of  another power 
play opportunity and made 
it a 4-0 lead at 11:38 before 
the Steel finally scored two 
unanswered in the third 
to cut the lead in half. 
An empty net goal by the 
Windigo, with less than 30 
seconds left, put the game 
to rest. Szyszka recorded 25 
saves on his way to his 20th 
win of  the season.

Wisconsin is back inside 
the Eagle River Dome this 
weekend for two early starts 
against the Janesville Jets 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 
7-8, with games starting 
at 6 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., 
respectively.

Steel breaks Windigo’s five-game 
win streak in a weekend split  

Windigo leading scorer Braydon Beahm rips a shot during the weekend road series with the Steel 
in Chippewa Falls this past weekend. –Contributed Photo

BY JACOB HEID 
SPORTS EDITOR  

It was a brutal stretch of  
seven straight losses and 10 
full periods without a goal 
for the Northland Pines 
girls co-op hockey team, 
but that changed Jan. 27 
when the Eagles skated to a 
4-2 victory over Houghton-
Hancock, Mich. inside the 
Eagle River Dome.

A trio of  goals in the 
second period helped push 
past a physical team from 
the U.P. 

“We got a much-needed 
win against a physical team 
from the Upper Peninsula. 
As I said before, we have 
been struggling to put the 
puck in the net this season. 
Tonight, we found it four 

times to get a solid win,” 
said Pines head coach Je¡ 
Stebbeds.

Freshman Lucy Nowak 
came out of  the gates 
strong between the pipes 
for the Eagles as Houghton-
Hancock fired 12 shots on 
goal in the first and she 
swallowed all 12 up. 

The two sides skated to 
a scoreless first period as 
Pines registered five shots 
on net. 

The second period saw 
the Eagles trail 10-8 in 
shots, but lit the lamp on 
three of  them. 

Junior Bella Nowak got 
the scoring started early in 
the second, as she tallied 
her third goal of  the year to 
make it a 1-0 game, just 47 
seconds into the second. 

Pines sophomore Lilly 
Beitler doubled the lead a 
handful of  minutes later 
at 4:22 of  the period. Both 
goals were unassisted.

“This young team works 
hard for us, so it was nice to 
see them get a big win. We 
moved the puck very well 
and got some good scoring 
opportunities tonight,” 
stated Stebbeds.   

The Eagles maintained 
that lead until the late 
portion of  the middle frame 
before Houghton-Hancock 
cut the lead in half  at 14:32 
of  the second. A quick 
answer by Pines about 30 
seconds later gave the home 
team a two-goal advantage 
as the game neared a close. 

Special teams came up 
big for both sides in the 

third, as Houghton scored 
shorthanded at 2:19 to make 
the game interesting, 3-2.

As the two teams were 
separated by just one goal 
after that, a two-minute 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty by the visitors, with 
less than 90 seconds to go, 
played a crucial role. 

On the man advantage, 
Beitler buried her second 
of  the night 25 seconds into 
the power play, to make it a 
4-2 game with a minute to 
go. 

The Eagles were back on 
the road Jan. 31 at Black 
River Falls, where they fell 
in a 6-0 contest. They were 
also back home to host the 
Fox Cities Stars Monday of  
this week. 

Pines girls co-op skates back 
into win column  

Time to 
place 
an ad?
Call today to 
place your ad 
and make 
a sale quickly.
715-479-4421
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Not that you 
asked, but ...
BY ERIC JOHNSON

The big 6-0
“It’s paradoxical that the idea of  living a long life 

appeals to everyone, but the idea of  getting old doesn’t 
appeal to anyone.” — American television writer 

Andy Rooney (1919-2011)

The 20th of  this month marks a significant mile-
stone — my 60th orbit around the sun. As they say, 
time flies.

Back when I was a kid, I remember famously shar-
ing my birthday with such famous big names of  the 
era as actresses Sandy Duncan and Cindy Crawford, 
11-time NBA All-Star Charles Barkley, and the now-
late 3-time Indianapolis 500 champion race car driver 
Bobby Unser.

I Googled my birthday and, illustrative of  the pass-
ing decades since my youth, I looked at the top hits 
and scratched my head, wondering who the %@#! are 
all these people?

As a child, individual candles denoting each year’s 
milestone dotted my birthday cake. Now, my cake 
sports large-print numeral candles as a concession 
to local fire codes and common sense. Still seared 
in my memory was my Grandma Johnson famously 
putting some 80-odd candles on my Great-Grandpa 
Langbecker’s party-sized birthday Schaum Torte, the 
heat of  the candles liquifying the meringue, which 
cast o� the bowlines and set sail o� the torte, onto the 
dining room table, and from there onto the floor in a 
massive, fast-moving fireball. 

To JOHNSON, Pg. 4

Northland Pines to present 
‘Something Rotten’

Media inclusion deadline Feb. 5
for exhibitors in upcoming biz expo

Music and drama stu-
dents at Northland Pines 
High School will per-
form the comedic musi-
cal “Something Rotten” 
for three upcoming 
performances. 

Show times are Friday, 
Feb. 14 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.; and 
Sunday, Feb. 16 at 2 p.m. 
Performances will be held 
in the NPHS Auditorium. 

This contempo-
rary musical is set in 
1596, when William 
Shakespeare was the rock 
star of  the Renaissance. 
The story follows two 
brothers, Nick and Nigel 
Bottom, who aim to write 
something as good as 
Shakespeare. With the 
help of  a fortune teller, 
they end up creating 
the world’s first musical 
instead.

Over 50 NPHS students 
are involved in the cast, 
crew and pit orchestra for 
the musical.

Students playing 
major roles are: Owen 
Grassl as Nick Bottom, 
Davis Beyer as Nigel 
Bottom, Riley Moore as 
Shakespeare, Owen Libby 

as Nostradamus, Malia 
Remme as Bea Bottom, 
Addisan Skarda as Portia, 
Ike McClelland as Brother 
Jeremiah, Madi Brock as 
the Minstrel, Stevie Brown 
as Lady Clapham and 
Wyatt Stebbeds as Shylock. 
The Bottom Brother’s act-
ing troupe is composed of  
Timmy Stoltman, Tyler 
Price, Dylan Kle�man, 
Nathan Miller and Calvin 
Margelofsky. Many other 
students will perform as tap 
dancers and Renaissance 
townspeople.

Many additional students 
are involved as tech crew 
including Miles Kirschbaum 
as Sound Designer, Grace 
Indermuehle as Lighting 
Designer, Izabella Bresher 
and Benjamin Braunel 
running Spotlights, Kira 
Sandberg as Stage Manager, 
and Aubrey Burns as Prop 
Manager, along with a stu-
dent group of  stage crew 
members.

The live pit orchestra, 
under the direction of  
Jennifer Anderson, includes 
NPHS students Chloe 
Tabbert, Matt Milanowski, 
Hudson Warner, Andrea 
Wiler, Eliza Brunton, and 

Jackson Lane. The pit 
orchestra also includes 
adult players Rachel Strong, 
Bethany Pu�er, Norma 
Yaeger, Linda Bender, Cindy 
Nelson, Sam Pu�er, Laura 
Plank and Peter Aerts.

The NPHS Musical is 
directed by Kate Janssen, 
with assistant directing and 
choreography by Ann Perry, 
pit orchestra direction by 
Jennifer Anderson, acting/
coaching by Je�rey Libby, 
costuming by Judy Clure, 
hair and make-up design by 
Amy Price, technical direc-
tion by Je� Janssen, set con-
struction by Gary Schwenn 
of  Shiloh Construction, set 
painting by Toni Swendson 
and Lou Deditz, and prop 
construction by Jean 
Haack and Cathy Palmer. 
Advertising, social media 
and graphic design were 
provided by Ashley Heid, 
Samantha Thompson, 
Laurie Edwards, Kristi 
Martin and Liquid Screen 
Design.

“The directing team 
was lucky enough to see 
Something Rotten in its 
original Broadway run in 

Mike Lydon, Conover Lions Club President (middle) shown awarding $1000 to the Northwoods Blizzard Blast organization. Receiving 
the donation are Fire & EMS representatives from the six departments that will receive proceeds from the upcoming event to be 
held at the Conover Community Park on Saturday Feb. 15. Pictured with Lydon, left to right, are Norm Mesun, Phelps Volunteer Fire 
Department Retired Chief; Rob Martinson, Conover Fire & Rescue Chief; Sig Baake, Land O’ Lakes Ambulance Service Supervisor; 
Carol Selin, Phelps Area Emergency Medical Services Supervisor; Brad Knaack, Land O’ Lakes Fire Department Asst. Fire Chief; 
Kendra Lederer, Conover Ambulance Service Chief. —Contributed Photo

Youngsters explore paleontology
at children’s museum dino dig

GOOFY CHAMPION — Matt Bykowski was the winner of the 1st Inaugural Timbers Goofy 
Olympics hosted by Timbers Bar & Restaurant in St. Germain. Competitors battled in a number 
of events, compiling points throughout the day. In the end Bykowski scored the most and was 
awarded a basket of prizes including merchandise and gift certi�cates from area sponsors.  

—Photo By Doug Etten

Children and their adults at the Northwoods Children’s Museum 
dig site to uncover fossils and bones. —Contributed Photo

Children and families 
explored the world of  
paleontology held at the 
Northwoods Children’s 
Museum’s Dino Dig 
Adventure on Sunday, 
Jan. 26.

The Dino Dig 
Adventure began with 
dinosaur activities and 
an erupting volcano in 
the Discovery Toy Store. 
This was followed by an 
educational lesson in 
“paleontology school,” a 
trip to the lab to exam-
ine fossils, and a stop at 
the oasis to have a snack 
before the trip to the 
desert dig site. Finally, 
the adventure concluded 
with a dig site explora-
tion to uncover fossils 
and bones. Families par-
ticipated in a fun craft 
after the dig. Each child 
took home a dino dig bag, 
a hat and a snack. 

“This event would 
not have been pos-
sible without the help 
of  volunteers from 
Nicolet National Bank, 
Ripco Credit Union and 

Incredible Bank,” said 
Executive Director Danielle 
Larsen. “A big ‘thank you’ 

to the sta�, volunteers and 
attendees who all helped 
support the Power of  Play!”

Northwoods Blizzard Blast set Feb. 15
Funds to support local fire/EMS departments

The annual Northwoods 
Blizzard Blast, a celebra-
tion of  winter, will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 15 at the 
Conover Community Park. 

For children’s activities, 
there will be Chilly Charlie’s 
Carnival, face painting and 
pony rides. Giant ski races, 
recliner races, ice bowling 
and slapshot hockey are just 
a few of  the events for those 
of  all ages. Horse-drawn 

sleigh rides are a family 
favorite, along with open 
sledding and ice skating.

Held in the adjacent 
Community Center, the 
Artisan Bazaar will feature 
handcrafted items, jewelry 
and accessories, as well 
as tasty cheeses, dips and 
candy. The bazaar will be 
open from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The organization was 
formed in 2013 with the 

promotion of  tourism in 
mind. A secondary goal 
emerged and it was decided 
that the funds raised at the 
events would go back to 
support the surrounding 
communities.

Event organizer Kelly 
Kraetsch stated, “Since 
the first event in 2014, the 
Northwoods Blizzard Blast 
has awarded over $270,000 to 
North Woods area Fire and 

EMS Departments. Funds go 
toward helping these depart-
ments secure equipment not 
otherwise available to small 
town departments.”

Conover’s Fire Chief, Rob 
Martinson, spoke about the 
many things his department 
has been able to secure, 
thanks to the funding 
provided. 

Businesses or nonprofit 
groups looking to exhibit 
and take advantage of  the 
media inclusion package 
must sign up by the end 
of  today, Feb. 5, for the Up 
North Community Expo.

The Up North 
Community Expo, sched-
uled for Thursday, March 
6, at the Hodag Dome in 
Rhinelander, is the premier 
multi-community expo in 
the North Woods, featuring 
a diverse lineup of  busi-
nesses and organizations. 
It includes businesses and 
nonprofit groups from 
seven northern counties, 
including Vilas and Oneida.

“It’s an unmatched 
opportunity for exhibitors 
to showcase their products 
and services, with exten-
sive marketing benefits and 
direct connections to poten-
tial clients and community 
members,” said Rachel 
Boehlen, director of  events 

for the Rhinelander Area 
Chamber of  Commerce. 
“Attendees can expect to 
meet businesses and non-
profits, network, apply for 
prize opportunities, and 
more. Whether you’re a 
business looking to grow, or 
a community member seek-
ing connections, this is the 
place to be.”

The expo is open to any 
business or organization 
that is part of  a North 
Woods chamber of  com-
merce. Participating groups 
and businesses that sign up 
by the deadline will have 
their name mentioned in 
print advertising, radio ads, 
social media, television ads, 
and the event guide map.

“You will also have the 
opportunity to partake 
in all the activities at the 
expo including network-
ing with many exhibitors 
and attendees, prizes and 
awards will be given for best 

booth, ‘Now Hiring’ adver-
tising, access to the exhibi-
tor lounge, and includes 
tickets to the Expo After 
Hours event,” Boehlen said. 

Expo After Hours
Due to the sensitive 

nature of  the track and turf  
inside the dome, food or 
drink is not allowed at the 
event. Therefore, an alter-
nate option for food and 
beverage vendors will take 
place directly after the expo 
ends across town at the 
Rouman Cinema. 

This Expo After Hours 
event aims to provide a 
relaxing atmosphere where 
exhibitors and community 
members can gather, sam-
ple foods and beverages, 
and get a taste of  the North 
Woods. 

“We want to give vendors 
exposure at this event and 
provide an inviting space 

To EXPO, Pg. 4 To MUSICAL, Pg. 9

To BLAST, Pg. 9



���� � ���� ������ ���� ����
� ����� ����� ����������
� ���� �� ��
�� ����������
� �
�
��� 	
�� ����
� ���� ��
� ������ �������
� �
�� ���� ���

�
��� ���� �� �������

� �
����

�� ���������� ������

� ��� ������� �
������� ������
� ����� ���� ����������
� 	���� ��
�� ���

�
� ������ ���

�
� �
������� ����� ���� ���

�
��� ������ ���

�
��� ���� �� �������

����� ���� 
­����������������
���­����������

422266

����� ����� ���������� ������ ����� 

����
 �� 	�� 
 	����� �� ������
��
��� 
 	�����
���� �� ���
 
 	����� �� ������
��
��� 
 
�����
���� ��� ���� ������ �� ���� ��� ������� �������

TAKE WHAT
YOU NEED...
TAKE WHAT
YOU NEED...

430389

���� � ���� ������ ���� ����
� ����� ����� ����������
� ���� �� ��
�� ����������
� �
�
��� 	
�� ����
� ���� ��
� ������ �������
� �
�� ���� ���

�
��� ���� �� �������

� �
����

�� ���������� ������
� ��� ������� ���������� ���

�

� ��� ������� �
������� ������
� ����� ���� ����������
� 	���� ��
�� ���

�
� ������ ���

�
� �
������� ����� ���� ���

�
��� ������ ���

�
��� ���� �� �������

������� ���� ���� ������ ����� �
�����
���� �����
������ � 
�	���
� ­­������ ­­����
���� ��� ����� �������� �� ���� ���
������� �
�����

TAKE WHAT
YOU NEED...
TAKE WHAT
YOU NEED...

Subscribe Today!

�������� � ������
715.479.4421 • www.vcnewsreview.com

2B  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2025 VILAS COUNTY NEWS-REVIEW/THE THREE LAKES NEWS2 LIFESTYLE

CORRECTION
There was a misprint of  a name for one of  the winners 

of  the Olson Library cookie bake-o� fundraiser in the 
Jan. 22 edition of  the News-Review. The correct name 
for the first-place winner is 6th grader Ryleigh Wied.

Badger Bridge details winners
1st place – Bob Busakowski and Joel DeAngelo.
2nd place – Bob Dow and Jerry Baerenwald.
3rd place – Larry O’ Brien and JoAnn O’ Brien.
4th place – Ed Stoever and Marge Klesczewski.

Northwoods gardening club
to host seed class Feb. 13

Nicolet College Foundation accepting
scholarship applications in February 

Registration opens for Trees’
maple syrup classes

Open Mic Lab set Friday
at Warehouse Arts Center

Trees for Tomorrow 
(TFT) will be o�ering a class 
on the art of  making maple 
syrup, taught by environ-
mental educator and syrup 
aficionado Todd Starling on 
Saturday, March 22, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the TFT 
campus in Eagle River.

This course is part of  
TFT’s Sustainable Living 
Institute (SLI) that o�ers 
programs designed to 
empower individuals and 
families with practical skills 
that promote sustainable liv-
ing and a deeper connection 
to the natural world. 

The following are some 
class highlights:

• Sign-In and Welcome 
– Arrive at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Forest Room of  the 
Education Hall to sign in 
and get ready for the day.

• History and Science 
– Begin with an introduc-
tion to the history and sci-
ence behind maple syrup 
production.

• Hands-On Learning – 
Practice assembling sap 
sack holders and learn about 
the tools and techniques 
used in syrup making.

• Step-by-Step Process – 
Experience the entire sugar-
ing process — from identify-
ing and tapping maple trees, 
collecting sap, to boiling and 
bottling the final product.

The cost to participate is 
$55 per individual (includes 
one “Sap Kit”) and $70 per 

couple (includes one “Sap 
Kit”).

Each Sap Kit contains 
three of  each of  these items: 
taps, sap sacks, zip ties, 
PVC sap sack holders with 
assembly instructions, and 
a beginner’s guide to maple 
syrup making.

Participants should dress 
for the weather and wear 
warm clothing, as most of  
the class will be outdoors. 

Refreshments will be pro-
vided toward the end of  the 
class, but participants can 
bring snacks from home.

Preregistration is 

required and can be done 
online at https://treesfor-
tomorrow.com/Current-
Activities/. Spots fill up fast.

For questions, con-
tact Autumn Meade, SLI 
Coordinator, at Autumn@
treesfortomorrow.com or 
(715) 479-6456.

Learning to tap trees for maple syrup is a sweet skill to master — just make sure the hammer 
stays on target. Join Trees For Tomorrow’s Maple Syruping class and get hands-on experience 
turning sap into syrup. —Contributed Photo

The Roots and Shoots 
Northwoods Gardening 
Club will be hosting a 
free presentation on Seed 
Starting on Thursday, Feb. 
13, at 1 p.m. at the Olson 
Library in Eagle River.

The class will be pre-
sented by master gardener, 
Kitty Sookocho�, following 
a club meeting. The presen-
tation will focus on how to 
start seeds, what seeds are 
best to start, what grow-
ing mediums are best to 
use, and how to transplant 
seeds.

Anyone interested in 
gardening is welcome to 
attend. There will be a 
seed swap after the class.

The Roots and Shoots 
Northwoods Garden Club 
meets once a month all 
year round. The mission 
is to provide educational, 
social, and civic forums 
related to horticulture 
to the public of  Vilas 
County. For additional 
information, contact Lori 
Miller at 715-617-1031

The Library is open for in-
person visits and curbside 
service. As always, Wi-Fi 
access and digital services 
are available 24/7. Have 
questions? Find answers at 
olsonlibrary.org, contact the 
Library at 715-479-8070, or 
olsonlibrary@gmail.com.

Here’s what else you 
need to know about current 
Library happenings:

• February is “Love 
Your Library Month”, and 
there’s a lot to love! Tell us 
your library love story for 
a chance to win a $50 VISA 
gift card! Submit your story 
at the Library or online at 
tinyurl.com/3b5hjmt9.

• Monday, Feb. 10, 5:30 
p.m.: Birding Bonanza with 
ReWild. Northwoods win-
ters can be long, so let’s 
enjoy it with our fun, feath-
ery friends! Learn about 
winter birds, tips for win-
ter birdwatching, and meet 
one of  ReWild’s “feathered 
educators!”

• Thursday, Feb. 13, 9:30 
a.m.:  Growing Together, a 
free monthly program for 
children and their grown-
ups from Vilas Public 
Health. Each month we’ll 
do a craft/activity, learn 
about area resources, and 

build connections within 
and between families.  
RSVP at surveymonkey.
com/r/5TSYKXK so we have 
enough supplies!

• Thursday, Feb. 13, 2 p.m.:  
Seed Starting and Seed 
Swap. Learn how to suc-
cessfully germinate seeds 
and establish healthy seed-
lings. Bring any extra seeds 
that you have to share and 
swap with other gardeners. 
This program will immedi-
ately follow the 1 p.m. Roots 
and Shoots Northwoods 
Gardening Club meeting — 
all are welcome!

• Back by popular 
demand! Saturday, Feb. 15, 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.:  Intro 
to Sourdough with Tom 
Dunphy.  Learn the basics, 
plus some tricks and enjoy 
a taste of  Tom’s baking. 
Bring your own two-cup 
container if  you would like 
to take home some starter!  
Remember, you can check 
out the Library’s sourdough 
baking kit with the equip-
ment you need to get started.

Weekly offerings
• Mondays & Wednesdays 

– 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.: Nicolet 
Academic Success Center. 
Get help with GED and col-
lege prep, computer skills, 
academic support and more.

• Mondays, 2 - 3:30 p.m. – 
Hone your skills at Ukulele 
Practice. Don’t play? Bring 
another instrument — or 
your voice — and join us!

• Tuesdays, 10 a.m. – Story 

Time with Ms. Tori. Bring 
your grown-up for stories, 
songs and fun!

• Tuesdays – 11:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m.: Seated Yoga. 
Come as you are! Chairs will 
be provided.

• Thursdays, 9 - 11 a.m. – 
Aunt Gracie’s Sewing Circle.

• Thursdays, 4:30 - 6 p.m. – 
Silent Book Club. Bring your 
current read (or find one 
here), then take some time 
for yourself.

• Fridays, 10 - 11 a.m. – 
Wiggle, Giggle & Shake 
music and movement pro-
gram for children ages 0-5.

Monthly offerings
• Compassus Grief  

Support Group (1st 
Thursdays, 1 - 2 p.m.) – Feb. 
6 (March 6)

• Memory Café (2nd 
Mondays, 10 - 11:30 a.m.) – 
Feb. 10 (March 10)

• Growing Together 
Family Support Group (2nd 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.) 
– Feb. 13 (March 13)

• Free Mending Day (1st 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.) 
– March 1 (April 5)

• Eagle River Genealogical 
Society (1st Mondays, 4:30 - 
6:30 p.m.) – March 3 (April 7)

Find books, puzzles, mov-
ies and more! A reminder 
that the Walter Olson 
Library Friends (W.O.L.F.) 
has ongoing book sales 
in the Library lobby. For 
more information, or to 
join W.O.L.F., contact the 
Library.

Children’s museum 
accepting

enchanted tea party 
reservations

The Northwoods 
Children’s Museum is now 
taking reservations for the 
Enchanted Tea Party to be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 22.

This event has three 
30-minute sessions which 
include tea and treats with 
princesses.

Session times begin at 
11 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Attendees can come 
dressed as their favorite 
prince or princess. Cost is 
$20 per person. 

Children will need to 
be accompanied by an 

adult. Reservations are 
required. Crafts are also 
available for purchase at 
$5 each: coloring a canvas 
tote, creating a sparkly 
picture frame, or paint-
ing a canvas.

To make a reservation, 
call 715-479-4623. 

The museum will be 
closed to the public on 
the day of  the event. 

Call the museum if  
interested in being a vol-
unteer or sponsor for the 
event.

As a part of  the 
Warehouse’s LIVE @ 
Inspiration Bar events, hus-
band and wife duo Lori and 
Dan Wally will host Open 
Mic Lab on Friday, Feb. 7,  
from 7 - 9 p.m. 

This event is free to 
attend and family-friendly.

Open Mic Lab is designed 
as an evening of  artistic 
sharing. It is more than just 

music; it is dedicated to the 
experimental performance 
of  all things creative includ-
ing, but not limited to, com-
edy, film, music, poetry, sto-
rytelling and theater. It’s a 
great place to try out a new 
song or any creative pur-
suits that need an audience.

Performing is not man-
datory, and just audience 
members are welcome. To 

reserve a performance spot, 
register on the Warehouse 
website at https://eagleriv-
erart.com/.

LIVE!@ Inspiration 
Bar occurs almost every 
Friday at the Warehouse 
Community Arts Center, 
located at 107 S. Railroad 
St. in downtown Eagle 
River. No tickets or res-
ervations needed. Stop in 

and enjoy live, authentic 
performances in a friendly 
atmosphere while having a 
drink.

Inspiration Bar is the 
main funding source of  the 
Warehouse’s Friday Night 
Music Series. This event is 
also live-streamed from the 
Warehouse Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
com/WarehouseArtCenter.

At the start of  the new 
calendar year, the Nicolet 
College Foundation is gear-
ing up to accept scholar-
ship applications for the 
2025-26 academic year, and 
encourages those planning 
to attend Nicolet College to 
apply. 

Scholarship applications 
will be accepted online 
Saturday, Feb. 1 - Friday, 
Feb. 28, and awarded schol-
arships will be available for 
use in the fall, spring and 
summer terms during the 
2025-26 academic year.  

Scholarship awards 
range from $250 to $10,000 
and funding can help pay 
for tuition and books. Any 
current or future Nicolet 
College student who is 
enrolled, or will be enrolled 
in at least three credits per 
term and has a cumulative 
grade point average of  a 2.0 

or higher, is eligible to apply. 
High school seniors 

who plan to attend Nicolet 
College in the fall are also 
encouraged to apply for 
scholarships. 

“Scholarships made avail-
able through the Nicolet 
College Foundation have 
supported countless stu-
dents over the years,” said 
Heather Schallock, Nicolet 
College Vice President of  
Community Engagement 

and Executive Director 
of  the Nicolet College 
Foundation. “Our goal is to 
continue providing oppor-
tunities for current and 
future students to achieve 
their academic and personal 
dreams.” 

Prior scholarship recipi-
ents expressed gratitude for 
the support. 

“It really means a lot, and 
the fact that people are just 
willing to help other people 

succeed and contribute to 
their society is just really 
inspiring, and I hope to be 
able to do it someday,” said 
Makayla Mahler, a nursing 
program student.

Early childhood edu-
cation student Madilyn 
Baumann also echoed the 
desire to repay the support 
that has helped her succeed. 

“I am determined to make 

To SCHOLARSHIP, Pg. 3

LOLA Arts introduces
art journaling group
LOLA Arts welcomes 

those interested to join 
their new, free art journal-
ing group, led by Artistree 
Gallery artist Ruth 
Wegehaupt. 

This class will provide a 
creative space for partici-
pants to explore thoughts 
and emotions through art 
without judgment or pres-
sure. Whether they’re pro-
cessing something deep, or 
simply enjoying a moment 
of  creativity, art journal-
ing can o�er a safe envi-
ronment for participants to 

express whatever is on 
their minds. Art journ-
aling is open to all — no 
experience is necessary.

Come for one session 
or come for all — every 
Wednesday through Feb. 
26. All participants need 
is a blank journal with 
sturdy pages. LOLA will 
also have some supplies 
on hand to use.

For more information, 
contact LOLA Arts at 
lolaartswi.com@gmail.
com or call 715-547-3950.
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Grandma's Toy Box - Eagle Craft & Hobby
Downtown Eagle River (715)-477-2227 Open every day at 10:00 a.m.
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Nicolet College announces
Fall 2024 Dean’s List

Senior Citizen Menus
Eagle River
More Than a Meal Café at the 
Rock Mission Center
Serving at noon.
Lighter substitute available in 
place of main entrée: Grilled 
chicken salad. Reservations or 
cancellations must be made 24 
hours in advance. Call Jennie 
Johnson (715) 891-1221 to 
reserve or cancel a meal.
Monday, February 10
Lasagna, whole kernel corn, 
green beans, garlic breadstick, 
and fruit gelatin dessert.
Tuesday, February 11
Chili with macaroni, crackers, 
string cheese, dark greens 
salad with dressing, and apple 
cranberry yogurt salad.
Wednesday, February 12
Lemon and pepper fish, tartar 
sauce, baked potato, sour 
cream, dill carrots, rye bread, 
banana. Valentine’s Celebration.
Thursday, February 13
Ham and scalloped potatoes, 
peas, pineapple, multi-grain 
bread, and chocolate pudding.
Friday, February 14
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, seasoned stewed 
tomatoes, whole wheat bread, 
and applesauce.

St. Germain
St. Germain Community 
Center
Serving at 10:30 a.m.
Home-delivered meals only. 
Home-delivered meals 
are available based on 
eligibility. For reservations or 
cancellations, please call Pam 
Cira at (715) 891-5453 (must 
call 24 hours in advance). 
Lighter substitute available in 
place of main entrée: Grilled 
chicken salad (or healthy 
salad).
Wednesday, February 12
Lemon and pepper fish, tartar 
sauce, baked potato, sour 
cream, dill carrots, rye bread, 
and a banana. Valentine’s 
Celebration.

Thursday, February 13
Ham and scalloped potatoes, 
peas, pineapple, multi-grain 
bread, and chocolate pudding.
Friday, February 14
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, seasoned stewed 
tomatoes, whole wheat bread, 
and applesauce.

Phelps
Northern Exposure Restaurant
Serving at noon
Lighter substitute available in 
place of main entrée: Healthy 
salad. All meals are served 
with fat-free milk, whole grain 
rolls/bread with margarine. 
Meals are served Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Reservations or cancellations 
must be made 24 hours in 
advance. Call Judi Heikkinen 
at 715-545-3697 to reserve or 
cancel a meal.
Monday, February 10
Potato round casserole with 
ground beef and mixed 
vegetables, whole wheat bread, 
and peaches.
Wednesday, February 12
Biscuits and gravy with 
sausage, fried potatoes with 
onions and peppers, and a 
banana.
Friday, February 14
Baked fish, baked fries, 
coleslaw, whole wheat bread, 
and strudel.

Land O’ Lakes
Love of Life Café
Gateway Lodge
Serving at 11:30 a.m.
Butter and margarine offered. 
Coffee and fat-free milk 
served with each meal. 
Lighter substitute in place of 
main entrée: Grilled chicken 
salad. Place reservations and 
choice with Anna Moore (715) 
547-6076 at least 24 hours in 
advance.
Tuesday, February 11
Beef stew, whole wheat bread, 
½ orange, and a sweet potato 
bar.

Wednesday, February 12
Lemon pepper cod, spinach 
salad, garlic roasted asparagus, 
rye bread, and pumpkin 
mousse.

North Lakeland 
Elementary 
School (NLES)
Manners Café
Serving at 11:15 a.m.
Butter and margarine offered. 
Coffee and fat-free milk 
served with each meal. For 
reservations, contact Mary 
Ellen Duranso at (715) 904-
0065 at least 24 hours in 
advance.
Tuesday, February 11
Chicken fajitas with peppers, 
fiesta beans, and mandarin 
oranges.
Wednesday, February 12
Hot turkey over mashed 
potatoes, seasoned carrots, 
whole grain dinner roll, and 
mixed fruit.
Thursday, February 13
Grilled cheese on whole grain 
bread, tomato parmesan soup, 
mixed greens salad, and pears.

Three Lakes
The Reiter Center
Serving at 11:30 a.m.
Contact 715-499-3738 at least 
one day in advance to make or 
cancel a reservation.
Monday, February 10
Lasagna, whole kernel corn, 
green beans, garlic breadstick, 
and fruit gelatin dessert.
Tuesday, February 11
Chili with macaroni, crackers, 
string cheese, dark greens 
salad with dressing, and apple 
cranberry yogurt salad.
Wednesday, February 12
Lemon and pepper fish, tartar 
sauce, baked potato, sour 
cream, dill carrots, rye bread, 
banana.
Thursday, February 13
Ham and scalloped potatoes, 
peas, pineapple, multi-grain 
bread, chocolate pudding.

February 10-14
Sponsored by ADRC of

Vilas & Oneida Counties

PURPOSEFUL CITIZENS — St. Germain Elementary School and Northland Pines Montessori Learning Center build strong character and citizenship skills in students by implementing a program 
called PureposeFull People.  Students learn about a variety of character traits and how to be a good citizen.  Each month a group of students is selected as the PureposeFull People Citizens of the 
month.  Students’ families are invited in for a breakfast in which they celebrate the students and award them for using their character traits. Pictured here are January reward recipients.

 —Contributed Photo

the most of  your generosity 
and give back to the commu-
nity that has supported me,” 
said Baumann.

Students interested in 
applying for scholarships 
can visit nicoletcollege.edu/
foundation to apply online.  

For more information 
about applying for scholar-
ships, and/or donating to the 

Nicolet College Foundation 
to support student scholar-
ships, contact Scholarship 
and Donor Relations 
Coordinator Olivia Jopek 
at oejopek@nicoletcollege.
edu or (715) 365-4557.

Scholarship
FROM PAGE 2

Area students recognized on dean lists
Several area students 

have been recognized on the 
dean lists for the 2024 fall 
semester at several schools 
across the country.

Aiden Brendemihl of  
Eagle River was named 
to the Milwaukee School 
of  Engineering’s Dean’s 
List with high honors. 
Brendemihl is pursuing 
a Bachelor of  Science in 
Electrical Engineering.

Madeline Ahlborn of  
Eagle River was named to 
the University of  Alabama 
Dean’s List.

Jacob Thomas Aiello, 
majoring in Finance, 
and Matthew Roswell 
Szafranksi, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering, 
were named to the 
University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln’s Dean’s List.

Victoria Haling of  Arbor 

Vitae was named to the 
Ripon College’s Fall 2024 
Dean’s List. Haling is 
majoring in Elementary 
Education and minoring in 
Psychology.

Nicholas Breezer of  
Woodru� was named 
to the Dean’s List at the 
University of  Maryland 
Global Campus. 

Several area students 
have been recognized 
on the Nicolet College 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2024 semester.

The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes students who 
earned a grade point 
average of  3.5 or higher, 
based on a 4.0 scale. 
Nicolet College students 
are listed by the commu-
nity in which they live.

Students from the fol-
lowing communities have 
been recognized:

Boulder Junction:
Kristin Kumpula, Hilary 
McNew and Makayla 
Pichler.

Conover: Dan Finke, 
Aidan Hilliard and Molly 
Payne.

Eagle River: Jessi 
Boldebuck, Taya 

Bolte, CJ Falcetta, Luke 
Greenman, Nate Hopkins, 
Kristie Johns, Mandy 
Kersten, Suha Khan, Addy 
Lindbom, Mikaela Luedtke, 
Brandi Luttrell, Jake 
Mayo, Madi Meisenburg, 
Laurie Modjewski, Josh 
Rainer, Luke Rhode, 
Isaiah Samuelson, Sherry 
Schmidt, Jesse Schoonover 
and Kayla Wilson.

Lac du Flambeau:
Hannah Bridgwater, 
Asher Bruguier, Ethan 
Brussat, Mario Grado, 
Deb LeSieur, Carl Martin, 
Naomi Quintanilla, 
Raymond Rentmeester, Sky 
Rising Sun and Shania St. 
Germaine.

Land O’ Lakes: Chris 
Hoessel.

Manitowish Waters:
Jody Shepherd and Bill 

Shope.
Minocqua: Amber 

Eaton, Amber Paczkowski, 
Ila Rux, Becky Visser 
Breezer and Nate Warbalow.

Phelps: Megan 
Volkmann.

Presque Isle: August 
Callender.

St. Germaine: Paige 
Kecker and Jack Lewan.

Star Lake: Megan 
Franke.

Three Lakes: Ivy 
Camphausen and Cole 
Fairfield.

Woodru�: Abby 
Anderson, Ana Cote, 
Madison Czlapinski, 
Christian Duncan, 
Brittany Fisher, Aaron 
Halligan, Caleb Hunt, Josie 
Magdziak, Haley Pacala, 
Alexandria Seep, Tyler 
Smith and Isabelle Wright.

Boulder Junction Library 
celebrates Love Your Library Month
February is Love Your 

Library Month and the 
Boulder Junction Public 
Library invites the public 
to share why they love their 
library for a chance to win a 
prize.

The library wants to 
know:  How has the library 
made your life better?

This can be done by stop-
ping in the library to fill 
out an “I love my library 
because…” heart by Friday, 
Feb. 28. Each person who 
fills out a heart gets a free 
chocolate kiss, but two 
lucky patrons will win a 

$25 Boulder Bucks gift cer-
tificate. All Library Lover’s 
hearts will be on display 
throughout the month.

Those who enter will be 
entered into a prize draw-
ing for a $50 Visa gift card. 
Submissions can also be 
done electronically by Feb. 
28 at https://forms.gle/
yhNRrsmEHK3KC1Ya6. 

And for more Love Your 
Library Month fun, the 
library will also be debuting 
“Blind Date with a Book.” 
Stop in the library to choose 
a gift-wrapped adult or chil-
dren’s book based on the 

genre and a professional 
review. Take the mystery 
book home to unwrap and 
read. Then use the enclosed 
bookmark to “rate the date.” 
When returning the book, 
give the library the ratings 
bookmark and be entered 
into a prize drawing.

For more information 
about Library Lover’s 
Month at the Boulder 
Junction Public Library, call 
the library at 715-385-2050, 
visit the website at https://
www.boulderjunctionli-
brary.org/ or email info@
boulderjunction.wislib.org.

Boulder Junction Library hosts 
Teresa Dorn for February art exhibit
The Boulder Junction 

Public Library welcomes 
the public to view their 
February Art in the Library 
exhibit featuring local art-
ist, Teresa Dorn.

Dorn is a long-time 
resident of  Land O’ Lakes 
and a lifelong resident of  
Wisconsin. She is a 1984 
graduate of  Northland 
Pines High School in Eagle 
River, and a 1989 gradu-
ate of  the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison with a 
degree in Art through the 
School of  Education.

Dorn’s February exhibit 

is a reflection of  her love for 
Northern Wisconsin lakes 
and forests, also known 
as “God’s Country.” Her 
works include bright land-
scapes in watercolors and 
acrylics on paper, as well 
as oil on canvas. Her recent 
paintings include a glit-
ter finish that calls out the 
reflective nature of  the sur-
real sunsets, and moonrises 
of  the local area.

All artwork on display is 
for sale and a portion of  the 
proceeds will be donated 
back to the library in 
appreciation of  hosting the 

exhibit. Free bookmarks 
will also be available, while 
supplies last, during the 
month-long exhibit to any-
one who wants a token 
reminder of  their visit to 
the library in support of  
local artists. Dorn’s work 
can be found for sale at The 
Tacklebox and Donna’s 
Crafts in Land O’ Lakes.

For questions about the 
Art in the Library exhibits, 
the application process, or 
the Artwork policy, email 
the library at info@boulder-
junction.wislib.org or call 
the library at 715-385-2050.

YMCA of the Northwoods
launches Parkinson’s Support Group

The YMCA of  the 
Northwoods is launching 
a new Parkinson’s Support 
Group.

This group, provided 
in partnership with the 
Wisconsin Parkinson 
Association (WPA), intends 
to provide community, 
resources, and encourage-
ment for individuals living 

with Parkinson’s disease, as 
well as their caregivers and 
family members. 

The group will meet 
on the second Tuesday of  
every month at 3 p.m. at the 
YMCA of  the Northwoods, 
with the first meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 
11, in the Dale and Gale 
Willcox Gathering Room.

Participants are encour-
aged to bring questions 
and concerns to the group, 
where they can connect 
with others facing similar 
challenges.

For more information, 
contact Marilyn Duschl at 
mduschl@ymcanw.org or 
at 715-362-9622 Ext. 118.



MARY WAY DUPLEX
THREE LAKES

UNIT AVAILABLE!
Call (715) 479-3348 - Ask for Kathy

Located in nicely wooded neighborhood off
Hwy 45 South.

• 1056 sq ft of living space
• 2 Bedrooms
• 2 Bath (1 w/tub)
• 2 Car attached garage w/openers
• Vaulted ceilings living/dining/kitchen
• Ceramic tile kitchen/bathroom, carpet in

bedrooms, living area
• Cable/internet ready
• Natural gas heat/Central air conditioning
• Refrigerator, stove, microwave, dishwasher
• Concrete patio and sidewalk
• Covered entry
• Laundry hookups for full size w/d
• Lawn maintenance and snow plowing included

Monthly rent $1,050
• 1 year lease required
• 1st month’s rent, plus same security deposit
• No live animals on or about the premises
• No smoking

44
33

24
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LAND O’ LAKESBOB HUGHES
715-547-3343

bob.cheri59@yahoo.com

THREE LAKES 715-360-2282
alehman@mmclocal.comAUDREY LEHMAN

Maple Lake Frozen Ice 
Challenge set this weekend

STATE BOUND — Sugar Camper Sutton Pitlik is headed 
to the state conservation speech contest after competing at 
the North Central Area competition in Stevens Point where 
she brought home the �rst-place trophy. That honor means 
she earns a spot at the state competition on March 5. 

—Photo By Jen West

The first Maple Lake 
Frozen Ice Challenge fish-
ing tournament, featuring 
$2,000 in cash prizes, is set 
for this weekend in Three 
Lakes on Saturday, Feb. 8.

The tournament is 
being held by the Three 
Lakes Fish & Wildlife 
Improvement Association, 
with help from the Three 
Lakes Visitors Bureau.

Prizes will include $750 
for the longest game fish 
caught by an adult and $500 

for the longest panfish. The 
top game fish for kids will 
pay out $250, with payments 
also for second and third 
place. The top panfish for 
kids will pay out $100, with 
payments for second and 
third.

Registration fees will be 
$50 for a fishing family of  up 
to five people, including two 
adults and three children 
under age 16. The fee will 
be $25 for any individual 
angler who is 16 or older.

Registration can be done 
through the Fish Donkey 
app, where contestants 
must sign up and pay fees 
before 8 a.m. on the day of  
the event. The app will also 
be used to take photos, as 
this will be a catch-photo-
release event. The app can 
be downloaded from Google 
Play for Androids and the 
App Store for iPhones. 

Hole cutting will only be 
allowed from 8 - 9 a.m., and 
tournament fishing hours 

will be from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Anyone caught cutting 

holes after 9 a.m. will be dis-
qualified, a provision that 
prevents contestants from 
moving to other locations 
and possibly crowding oth-
ers who have located fish.

Prizes will be awarded 
at the association’s Pete 
Lawonn Pavilion near the 
boat landing at 2 p.m.

WINTER CONCERT — 21 residents came out to the LOLA Gallery on the afternoon of Saturday, Jan. 25 to enjoy their �rst winter 
concert featuring the Northern 
Lyre Trio. Andrew McInnes 
from Ashland was on violin, 
Kirk McBrayer from Ironwood 
was on cello and Neil Paynter 
from Ashland was on piano. 
This free performance was 
made possible by funding 
from the Green Bay Packers 
Foundation, Wisconsin Arts 
Board and LOLA donors. 
Music by Wolfgang Mozart, 
Carl Gottlieb Reissiger, Willy 
Herrmann, Gabriel Faure 
and Max Laurischkus was 
performed well by the trio, 
who said they would like to 
return to play at the LOLA 
Gallery again. For those who 
missed this performance, 
keep an eye out for upcoming 
concerts at LOLA.

 —Photos By Bob Hughes
From left to right are Kirk McBrayner on Cello, Andrew McInnes on Violin and Neil Paynter on 
piano.

Library hosting 
Ice Fishing Series with Scottie

Gun and meat raffle set this weekend

Junker sled races set
Feb. 22 in Three Lakes

Do you write poetry, 
short stories, novels or 
children’s stories? Join fel-
low writers on Thursday, 
Feb. 6th, at 1 p.m. in the 
Demmer Maple Room. 
This extra session of  the 
Writer’s Group will focus 
on what it takes to get pub-
lished. No previous writing 
experience is necessary.

Are you a Lego mas-
ter? Stop into the Demmer 
Library on Monday, Feb. 
10, from 3:30 - 5 p.m. for 
Lego Club. All ages are 
encouraged to attend and 
can participate in a Lego 
challenge, free build, or 
play creationary.

Calling all crafters! 

The library is o�ering 
Crafternoon on Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Demmer Libratory. 
Registration is required as 
supplies may be limited. 
Contact the library for 
more information.

Weekly Offerings
· Story Hour is a free 

program for young chil-
dren and their caregivers. 
Join us on Tuesdays at 10 
a.m. in the Demmer Maple 
Room. Children will listen 
to stories, engage in music 
and movement, explore dif-
ferent art mediums, and 
more.

· Have you started look-
ing at your family tree and 
don’t know where to go 
next? Let the Three Lakes 
Genealogical Society help 
you. The group loves to 
assist new, novice and 
expert family sleuths find 
more records and more 
answers to questions. They 
are o�ering active “o»ce 

hours” in the local his-
tory room of  the library 
where you can drop in 
and ask your questions 
on Thursdays, 2 - 4 p.m. 
Call the library for more 
details.

Monthly Offerings
• In-Person and Virtual 

D&D (1st & 3rd Sundays)
• Harry Potter Club (1st 

Monday)
• Lego Club (2nd 

Monday)
• Crafternoon (2nd 

Tuesday)
• Drop-in Scrabble (2nd 

& 4th Thursdays)
• Oneida County Veterans 

Service Open O»ce Hours 
(3rd Wednesday)

• Writers Group (3rd 
Thursday)

• Teen Hosted Book Club 
(4th Monday)

• Books: The Other 
Channel (4th Tuesday)

For more informa-
tion, call the library at 
715-546-3391.

Three Lakes,Wis. (715) 546-3391
The Three Lakes-Brule 

River Trails will be hosting 
a Gun and Meat Ra¼e on 
Saturday, Feb. 8, from 5 - 8 
p.m. at SpiritView Lakeside.

Ra¼e tickets are avail-
able at most establishments 
around the Three Lakes 

area and will be available 
to purchase at the event. 
There will be food available, 
along with a cash bar. There 
will also be clothing for sale, 
and various meat ra¼es 
throughout the event. All 
proceeds support Three 

Lakes-Brule River Trails 
for grooming and trail 
maintenance.

Follow the Three 
Lakes Trails Facebook 
page for up-to-date event 
details.

The Demmer Library will 
be hosting a three-day Ice 
Fishing Series with Scottie 
from Scottie’s Bait and 
Tackle. 

The series will be held 
Feb. 4 - 6 at 5 p.m. in the 
Demmer Maple Room.

Scott Brandenburg owns 
Scottie’s Bait and Tackle 
which is a full-service 
live bait and tackle store 

featuring minnows, worms 
and lures right on Superior 
Street in Three Lakes. Scott 
will share an introduction 
to ice fishing, what equip-
ment is needed, jig poles, tip 

downs, tip-ups and so much 
more. Each session will 
have a di�erent topic and 
all ages are welcome.

Registration is not 
required, and the series is 

free and open to the public.
For more information on 

this and other library pro-
grams, call the library at 
715-546-3391 or visit www.
demmerlibrary.org.

The junker sled races 
event at Don Burnside Park 
in Three Lakes is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 22, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be eight di�er-
ent racing classes, including 
the main A and B features 
being the main race of  the 
event. There is a $5 spectator 
fee to enter the grounds. 

The spectator entrance 
to the event will be just out-
side of  town o� of  County 
Highway A. Food, beverages, 
and clothing will be available 
for purchase throughout the 
day. Anyone interested in 
more information can fol-
low the Junker Sled or Three 
Lakes Trails Facebook pages 
for up-to-date details. 

For information on the 
event, di�erent classes 
and fees for participants, 
visit www.junkersled.
com. Any questions can 
be sent to John Kendall 
at 715-493-7911 or at junk-
ersledreg@gmail.com. 

for networking. Awards 
for daytime booth dis-
plays will be given out at 
this event as well, which 
will be a draw for people 
to attend,” Boehlen said.

Expo After Hours is 
open to the general pub-
lic as well for $10 per 
ticket. Food and beverage 
vendors are invited to 
join the event with their 
own table, sample foods 
or beverages of  their 
choice, and network with 

a variety of  individuals 
from seven di�erent coun-
ties. Tables and tablecloths 
will be provided by the 
Rhinelander chamber. 

Up North Community 
Expo is open March 6 from 
11 a.m. to noon to exhibi-
tors only. Doors open to the 
public from noon to 5 p.m., 
followed by the Expo After 
Dark beginning at 5:30 p.m.

To sign up as an exhibi-
tor and take advantage of  
the media package, or to 
join the Expo After Hours, 
contact Boehlen at rachel@
rhinelanderchamber.com 
or call 715-365-7464.

Expo
FROM PAGE 1

Birthdays being on my 
mind of  late, I read with 
interest a story I ran across 
online that reported that 
an analysis of  supercente-
narians suggests not only 
that statistical records indi-
cate that old-age records 
could reach at least 130 by 
century’s end and eventu-
ally possibly exceed 180, 
but also that some data sets 
“put no limit on the human 
lifespan.”

Great, now my retirement 
age to collect Social Security 
will be pushed from 67 to 110 
and I’ll still be filing income 
taxes. Of  course, I’ll prob-
ably still be working at 110 
to save for my retirement, 
but could I actually a�ord to 
retire is the big question. At 
this rate, a dozen eggs will 

be about $250. And can you 
imagine the lines for senior 
discount day at the store if  
everyone is living to Buzz 
Lightyear’s “to infinity — 
and beyond.”

But at least I might live 
to see the Brewers return to 
the World Series — maybe. 

I think it’s great that we 
keep adding all these years 
to our lives, but if  the sci-
entific community wants to 
do something really useful, 
they can stop adding them 
at the wrong end of  the lifes-
pan. I don’t know about you, 
but I could sure use 30 more 
years as a kid and into my 
20’s and 30’s than now, the 
so-called “golden years,” 
where my new pastime 
is wracking my brain for 
hours, trying to figure out 
where I left my glasses.

Living to 130 and seeing 
the year 2095 would be great, 
but only in sound mind and 

a 25-year-old body. The war-
ranty already ran out on my 
appendix last September. Of  
course, maybe by the time 
I turn 100 I’ll have a cyborg 
body like Steve Majors, the 
“Six Million Dollar Man” — 
the $42,649,324.32 Man today, 
adjusted for inflation.

But given that the old-
est person on record died 
at 122 and her record hasn’t 
been surpassed in 24 years, 
and the closest recent run-
ners-up passed away at 119, 
methinks 130 much less 180 
or forever might be a wee 
bit premature to crow about 
just yet, especially since my 
generation was raised on 

processed faux foods with 
zero nutritional value and 
a laundry list of  more than 
2,000 chemical additives that 
I can’t pronounce. Small 
wonder my appendix blew 
at 59-1/2.

Perhaps only now reach-
ing the new middle age as I 
head toward my 60th birth-
day on the way to 130 and 
beyond, I can’t help but think 
of  the words of  American 
composer Eubie Blake — “If  
I’d known I was going to live 
this long, I’d have taken bet-
ter care of  myself.”

Eric Johnson can be 
reached at eric@fyinorth-
woods.com.

Johnson
FROM PAGE 1
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Library hosts
Birds of Prey presentation

Candlelight bowling benefits
Frosty Snowmobile Club

It’s almost time for the 
2nd Annual Community 
Soup and Bread Gathering! 
Join your neighbors at the 
library for an evening of  
soup, bread, and conversa-
tion. This event will be held 
on Thursday, Feb. 6, at 4:30 
p.m. There is no charge for 
this gathering and all are 
welcome to attend.

If  you are willing to make 
a soup to share, please con-
tact the library prior to the 
event.

Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with Chocolate Cinema 
at the library. Indulge in 
delicious chocolate treats 
and homemade hot choco-
late while watching the 
classic film “Like Water 
for Chocolate.” Chocolate 
Cinema will be held on 
Wednesday, February 
12, at 1 p.m. and again on 
Thursday, Feb. 13, at 6:30 
p.m.

The Land O’ Lakes 
Library is looking for 
Scrabble players who might 
be interested in an after-
noon of  playing Scrabble. 
Interested parties may 
contact the library. Once 
enough players have signed 
up, a date and time that 
works for the majority will 
be set. Call 715-547-6006, 
text 715-891-4706, or email 
kwmendham@lol.wislib.

org if  you’d like to be added 
to the player list.

Stop into the library to 
see a Corpse Flower! These 
rare and endangered plants 
grow up to 6 inches per day 
and may reach heights of  12 
feet. Native to Indonesia, the 
corpse flower gets its name 
from the rotten stench that 
is released once the plant 
blooms. During its flower 
stage, the plant requires no 
water and will flourish with 
nothing but sunlight. This 
plant was donated to the 
library by Dick Mendham 
of  Sunrise Lodge, who has 
been cultivating corpse 
flowers for many years at 
Sunrise Lodge. The corpse 
flower is available for view-
ing in the library’s fireplace 
room.

The Land O’ Lakes 
Library will once again host 
the Bar Cookie Crawl bak-
ing contest in March. This is 
a bar cookie baking compe-
tition open to all. Start get-
ting your recipes perfected!

Qigong and Balance 
classes, taught by Dottie 
Reeder, are o�ered on 
Fridays from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Qigong is free of  charge and 
all are welcome.

Mahjong games are held 
Tuesdays at 1 p.m. in the 
downstairs community 
room. Beginning and expe-
rienced players are invited 
to play.

Storytime Read n’ Play is 
held on the first and third 
Tuesdays of  the month 
at 10:30 a.m. All children 
and their caregivers are 
welcome.

Lego Club is held on 

the first and third 
Wednesdays of  the 
month from 3:30 - 4:30 
p.m. Kids may be dropped 
o� or take the bus to the 
library. A release form 
must be signed before 
children participate. 
Call the library with any 
questions.

New nonfiction books 
on the shelves: “Sisters 
In Science: How Four 
Women Physicists 
Escaped Nazi Germany 
and Made Scientific 
History” by Olivia 
Campbell, “Cher: Part 
One: The Memoir” 
by Cher, “Half  Baked 
Harvest Quick & Cozy: 
A Cookbook” by Tieghan 
Gerard, “The Bookshop: 
A History of  the 
American Bookstore” by 
Evan Friss, “The Third 
Gilmore Girl: A Memoir” 
by Kelly Bishop, “Planta 
Sapiens: The New Science 
of  Plant Intelligence” by 
Paco Calvo, and “Never 
Saw Me Coming: How 
I Outsmarted the FBI 
and the Entire Banking 
System — and Pocketed 
$40 Million” by Tanya 
Smith.

Library hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, 
call the library at 715-547-
6006, visit landolakesli-
brary.org or find the 
library on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Hope Lutheran Church 
bids farewell to Pastor Albert

Hope Lutheran Church 
hosted a farewell celebra-
tion for Pastor Gary and 
Jolene Albert Jan. 26 at a 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service.  

Pastor Albert has served 
Hope, on either a full or 
part-time basis, for the past 
20 years and is now retir-
ing after over 45 years in 
Ministry.  

Members and friends 
of  Hope contributed to a 
scholarship fund named the 
Albert Lutheran Education 
Assistance Program (A 
LEAP) which will be 
awarded to students who 
intend to attend a Lutheran 
college or seminary to pur-
sue careers in church work.  

Jim Holbrook, Chairman 
of  the Congregation, pre-
sented an engraved plaque 
to the Alberts to recognize 
Pastor and Jolene’s ongoing 

commitment to Lutheran 
Ministry throughout their 
careers.  

As an additional surprise 
to Pastor and Jolene, the 
choir sang two anthems ded-
icated to them.  

After the service, Pastor 
and Jolene personally 
greeted over 75 people who 
came to wish them well. 

A catered luncheon 
held in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall followed 
the service complete with 
a decorated cake that read 
“Retirement…A LEAP of  
Faith.” 

Hope Lutheran will be 
installing Pastor Je�ery 
Mueller on Saturday, Feb. 8. 
Pastor Mueller and his wife 
Robin are relocating from 
Milwaukee and will live in 
the church parsonage on the 
property.

 The Alberts bid a fond farewell to parishioners.    Gary Albert and Jolene received a plaque from Congregation 
Chairman Jim Holbrook. —Photos By Bob Hughes

BELOW: The Choir surprised the Alberts at the end of the service with a special performance.

Alley Lanes and Tavern, 
together with the Frosty 
Snowmobile Club, invited 
the public to another one of  
their Candlelight Bowling 
Nights on Saturday, Jan. 
25, which raised a total 
of  $5,365 for the Frosty 
Snowmobile Club.

Ra¼e basket items and 
prizes were donated by local 
businesses, and rewards for 
bowling were raised by the 
50/50 ra¼es. 

Bowling began at 7 p.m., 
starting with a more seri-
ous game, before introduc-
ing a more fun game filled 
with 10 frames of  unique 
bowling styles:

Frame One – Partner 
stands at the foul line, fac-
ing their partner, and rolls 
the ball through their legs.

Frame Two – Bowl with 
the opposite hand.

Frame Three – Bowl 
“granny style” by setting 
the ball on the floor and 
pushing it down the lane.

Frame Four – Stand at 
the foul line and throw the 
ball like normal.

Frame Five – The bowler 
sits on the floor and bowls 
by pushing the ball forward 
using their feet.

Frame Six – Spin around 
three times before throwing 
the ball down the lane.

Frame Seven – Bowl in 
slow motion.

Frame Eight – Roll the 
ball with two hands without 
using finger holes.

Frame Nine – Bowler 
bowls backward by backing 
up to the pins and throwing 
the ball between their legs, 
like throwing a football.

Frame Ten – Bowling and 
seeing how much talent is 
left.

At the end of  this wacky 
session of  bowling, there 
was evidence of  tears of  

laughter, although there 
were also some crazy 
scores.

Even if your bowling is bad, you have a go with your feet

Candlelight Bowling Nights allowed for some wacky ways to 
bowl, that was after a more serious game of bowling to kick off 
the night.

Careful aim was needed to get the ball on the way to the pins. —Photos By Bob Hughes

Land O’ Lakes Public Library
P.O. Box 450 715-547-6006

Kotarba with Tommi was introduced to everyone by Library Director Shelly Knaack. 
—Photo By Bob Hughes

Forty-one people visited 
the Land O’ Lakes Library 
to learn about birds through 
their Birds of  Prey presen-
tation on Tuesday, Jan. 28.

Library Director Shelly 
Knaack introduced the 
program, which was led by 
renowned wildlife educa-
tor Bart Kotarba from the 
Northwoods Wildlife Center 

in Minocqua.
Kotarba had visited the 

library on several occasions 
to present Birds of  Prey at 
the kids’ summer garden 
program; this program was 
for adults. 

He covered a vast 
amount of  knowledge 
on birds such as eagles, 
hawks and owls. After a 

question-and-answer ses-
sion, Kotarba presented 
a well-behaved red-tailed 
hawk named Tommi, 
who has helped with 
presentations in front of  
crowds before. 

Those who attended 
the presentation said 
they found it enjoyable 
and informative.
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TOWN OF ST GERMAIN NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the public test of the
ImageCast Evolution (ICE) voting machine to be used
at the February 18, 2025 General Election will be held
on Monday, February 10, 2025 at 9:00 am in room 5
of the St Germain Community Center, 545 Hwy 155,
St Germain WI 54558.
June Vogel
Town Clerk 442522
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BACKPACK DONATION —
The Phelps-Land O Lakes Lions 
Club recently donated $500 to the 
Backpack Program. Lion Brian 
Blank said, “Our children in our 
area are so very precious. The club 
volunteers wherever we can for our 
kids — the Lions Vision screening 
at the Phelps School and serving 
food at the school Halloween 
party.” Proceeds were raised at 
the Music on the Lake, Scarecrow 
Fest and Vilas County Fair parking.  
For information on the club, call 
Alger at 715-545-2711. Pictured, 
from left to right, in the back are 
Lion Steve Chandler, Lion Rollie 
Alger, Lion Pete Schindelholz, 
Lion Brett Miller and Lion Brain 
Blank. In front, left to right, are Lion 
John Huza, Lion Bill Reckling, Lion 
Gretchen Vespo, Mike Bishop, a 
representative from the backpack 
program and Lion Robert Weber.

—Photo By Sharon Gifford

STUDENT RECOGNITION — Phelps Elementary students celebrated the end of the second quarter by recognizing a student 
from each classroom who had shown leadership, honesty and integrity within the school. Each student was awarded a $20 gift 
certi�cate to Grandma’s Toy Box in Eagle River. Pictured, from left to right, are the winning students Claire Smith, Josie Spink, 
Gunner Marak and Scarlett Smith. —Photo By Sharon Gifford

SPOTLIGHT KNIGHTS — 
Pictured are the Phelps school 
spotlight knights of January: 
9th grader Ayden Ekdahl (left) 
and 8th grader Cody Anders 
(right). Mrs. Smith said, “Ayden 
is a hard-working student 
who consistently completes 
quality work. He is kind to 
teachers and peers and is a 
valuable member of the Phelps 
Knights JV basketball team.” 
Mr. Crownhart added, “Cody 
listens and pays attention 
to the details of my lessons, 
understands what needs to be 
done for assignments, and uses 
class time to complete as much 
as possible of assigned work. I 
appreciate his positive attitude 
and curiosity.” 

—Photo By Sharon Gifford

One Year Ago - 2024
Amidst cancellations 

of  big events, snowmobile 
trails remaining closed 
and poor ice conditions on 
area lakes, this winter has 
proven to be a challenge 
for many local businesses 
that are reporting 75% to 
80% year-over-year losses 
in the first few months of  
the season…Businesses 
and lodging properties 
rely on the snow to bring 
snowmobilers and other 
silent sports enthusiasts 
to the area, who in turn 
support the communi-
ties by staying in hotels 
and resorts, dine in local 
restaurants and bars, and 
make purchases from area 
stores and gas stations.

10 Years Ago - 2015
The Eagle River City 

Council will hold a pub-
lic hearing next Tuesday, 
Feb. 10, on a proposed all-
terrain vehicle (ATV) ordi-
nance that would allow 
the machines on some 
city streets. According to 
the ordinance, nearly all 
municipal roads, alley-
ways and transportation 
corridors within the city 
of  Eagle River would be 
designated as ATV and 
UTV trails/routes. The 
city of  Eagle River would 
reserve the right to close 
or modify routes and 
trails at any time…It was 
agreed that the ATV route 
should avoid the bicycle 
trail south of  Dairy Queen 
by using Sundstein and 
Look Lake roads to reach 
Tamarack Street and use 
Tamarack to get to the 
signal lights at Railroad 
Street. The proposed route 
would then go north on 
Railroad Street from the 
intersection of  highways 

45 and 70. It would con-
nect with the current 
snowmobile trail north of  
Division Street and cross 
highway 45. The snowmo-
bile trail going north along 
Riverview Park would be 
used to cross the river on 
the 12-foot recreational 
lane of  the bridge.

20 Years Ago - 2005
A Monico woman 

charged with causing the 
death of  a one-week-old 
baby Dec. 1 pleaded not 
guilty and asked for a 
trial within 90 days when 
she appeared recently in 
Oneida County Circuit 
Court…A Milwaukee 
County medical examiner 
testified at the Dec. 15 
hearing that the child died 
of  a traumatic head injury, 
consistent with shaken 
baby syndrome.

30 Years Ago - 1995
An Eagle River man 

died early Friday when his 
vehicle overturned onto 
a highway in northern 
Oconto County and was 
struck by a car, authori-
ties said…The deaths of  
(Donald Klokow) and five 
other people in snowmo-
bile accidents this past 
weekend brought the total 
this season to 22, one more 
than the number killed in 
such incidents all last win-
ter…Authorities say poor 
trail and lake conditions, 
in some cases, may have 
attributed to the increase 
in snowmobile accidents 
this year.

40 Years Ago - 1985
Although some snow-

mobile o»cials are still 
skeptical that all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs) will ben-
efit the tourism industry, 
in this area there are signs 

that the red carpet may be 
rolled out to accommodate 
the residents and vacation-
ers who want to use “three-
wheelers”...Changes in the 
works include a proposal 
to license the machines 
and establish a program 
similar to what snowmo-
bilers have. There’s also 
talk of  special events this 
summer involving ATVs, 
including races in Eagle 
River.

50 Years Ago - 1975
Home building in Vilas 

county last year dropped 
for the first time since 1969 
according to a report by 
the zoning o»ce, which 
showed 283 new single 
family dwellings built dur-
ing 1974…The drop in per-
mits granted was 29% from 
a high of  400 in 1973. This 
is the first year that home 
building has decreased 
since 1969 and the lowest 
total since 1971.

60 Years Ago - 1965
An afternoon of  

pleasant outdoor activity is 
slated for the sixth annual 
Conover-Phelps Winter 
Frolic, planned for this 
Sunday at Pioneer Lake, 
just south of  Conover. 
Not only will Frolic-goers 
find the program interest-
ing, but all profits go to 
the Lions club summer 
camp for blind children in 
Rosholt, Wisconsin.

70 Years Ago - 1955
The resolution con-

cerning the proposed 
county jail quotes a letter 
from R.A. Messmer and 
Brother. The letter advised 
the board members that 
the original two-story jail 
will not materialize to a 
reality, but was praised as 
a model by many compe-
tent advisors in this field 
of  endeavor…Messmer 
stated that their firm 
would prepare plans and 
specifications for a one-
story jail building, agree-
ing to waive any balance 

Backward Glances Compiled by
Josephine Hinderman

SLED DOGS, 1995 —Typical of the sled dog racing scheduled 
for Land O’ Lakes this Saturday and Sunday is this scene of a 
musher and his team intense on the �nish line ahead. The Land 
O’ Lakes winter festibal will also feature sled dog seminars, 
skijoring and mutt races.  —Contributed Photo

Candlelight walk
set for Feb. 15

ST. GERMAIN/SAYNER
JACKI GOEBEL | 715-891-8028 | jackigoebel@gmail.com 

The Awassa Trails by 
Candlelight returns on 
Saturday, Feb. 15, from 6 - 8 
p.m., starting at the trail-
head behind the St. Germain 
Elementary School. 

Hundreds of  ice luminar-
ies will line the 1.4 mile loop 
as it winds through the snow 
covered forest. The trail is 
groomed for snowshoeing, 
fat biking, and classic cross-
country skiing. The trail is 

currently well-packed.
Participants can warm 

up by the bonfire with hot 
chocolate and cookies. This 
free, family-friendly event 
is sponsored by the St. 
Germain Non-Motorized 
Trail Committee. For more 
information, contact Anne 
at 715-614-3711 or go to the 
Awassa Trails Facebook 
page.

To GLANCES, Pg. 7

Story Time with Mrs. 
Laura will be held at 2 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11. Join the 
Library to read a few books 
with their favorite story-
teller! Everyone is welcome!

New Releases in Adult 
Fiction this month: “Knife 
Skills for Beginners” by 
Orlando Murrin, “The 
Stolen Queen” by Fiona 
Davis, and the latest 
Alex Cross thriller: “The 
House of  Cross” by James 
Patterson.  New Young 
Adult Fiction:  “After Life” 
by Gayle Forman.

February’s Writer’s 
Workshop is slated for Feb. 
12 at 12:30 p.m. This free 
group meets monthly and is 
open to adults at any stage 
of  writing. The meetings 
o�er structured support, 
encouragement, feedback 
and responses, as well as 
help with goal setting and 
more. Call the library for 
more information.

Next Chapter Book Club 
will meet on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, at 10 a.m. The 
book choice this month 
is “Tailspin” by John 
Armbruster.  

Book copies for meetings 
are available for pickup at 
the library or call to reserve. 
For more information about 
the current book, upcoming 
book choices, and meeting 

dates and times, visit the 
Library website under 
the Adult Programming 
tab at https://phelpspub-
liclibrary.org/adult-pro-
grams/. Call the library 
for more information on 
how to join this group.

Don’t have time to 
stop by during operating 
hours? Call and ask about 
the Library’s outside 
lockers so you can pick 
up books and other items 
at your convenience!

Free puzzle and maga-
zine exchange is in the 
Library entryway. New 
materials are added 
often. The Phelps-Land 
O’ Lakes Lions Club’s 
used glasses receptacle 
is located in the entry-
way as well. Donations 
of  used glasses and 
hearing aids are greatly 
appreciated.

Library hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.; Wednesday 2 - 6 
p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. - 
1 p.m. WiFi and digital 
services are available 
24/7 and can be accessed 
either inside during busi-
ness hours or anywhere 
in the parking lot. 

Find the Library 
online at phelpspublicli-
brary.org or on Facebook 
at Eleanor Ellis Public 
Library. Contact them by 
phone at 715-545-2887 or 
email director@phelps.
wislib.org

ELEANOR 
ELLIS 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
PHELPS, WI 54554

Call 715-479-4421 TODAY!
ADVERTISE HERE



7BWEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2025VILAS COUNTY NEWS-REVIEW/THE THREE LAKES NEWS 7
Time for Tiffany’s wolf bill to become law 

INEFFECTIVE wolf  management in 
Wisconsin last year led to the death of  25 
hunting dogs, four pet dogs, 
at least 26 calves, 10 cows 
and steers, eight miniature 
horses, two quarter horses, 
three mustang horses, and 
more whitetail deer than the 
state can track — though 
they care little about the 
latter. 

That’s according to the 
Department of  Natural 
Resources wolf  depredation 
report for 2024, a comprehen-
sive list of  confi rmed wolf  
“hits” that also includes con-
fi rmed wolf  harassment and 
dozens of  unconfi rmed wolf  depredation 
complaints. 

Most of  the livestock losses occurred in 
Bayfi eld, Douglas and Ashland counties, 
but hunters lost dogs in those three and 
many others. 

You might remember that one of  the 
pet losses occurred in a residential set-
ting in Oneida County, near Woodru� , 
as the owner of  a chihuahua watched the 
unthinkable in her yard — a wolf  snatching 
and killing her dog just a few feet away. 

The department received two human 
health and safety complaints involving 
wolves last year, in Washburn and Price 
counties, occurring in April and May 
respectively. 

The DNR has yet to post on its website 
how much money was paid out for wolf  
depredation claims in 2024, but it does 
indicate that since 1985, they have paid out 
$3.38 million in claims for livestock, hunt-
ing dogs and pets. 

That’s a big deal but the larger issue 
isn’t about money, not when state residents 
are being forced to live in fear of  losing 
well-trained hunting dogs, treasured pets, 
horses and whatever living things might be 
next — hopefully not a child playing in the 
back yard. 

You can sco�  at that possibility all you 
want, but keep in mind that the only com-
fort the DNR could give to Denise Coron of  
Woodru�  after her dog was killed in front 

of  her, in her yard, was that she was “in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.” 

Everything the DNR is 
doing today in the name of  
“adaptive wolf  management” 
is reactive, meaning they 
have no system in place to 
keep wolf  numbers in check 
as a proactive way to reduce 
such incidents. 

That’s in sharp con-
trast to what we had 
under the previous man-
agement plan, when the 
state was managing for 
a specifi c population size 
to ensure there would 
be fewer confl icts with 

property owners, farmers, pet own-
ers and hunters.  

Wolf  advocates believe the solution 
to lost hunting dogs is a ban on running 
hounds, as most of  the depredation inci-
dents involve trailing dogs that are chasing 
bear, bobcats and coyotes. But the running 
of  hounds is a sport that’s older than this 
country, and in Wisconsin, it’s an integral 
part of  our hunting heritage. So their sug-
gestion is no solution at all. 

Likewise, the advocates keep spewing 
about all the great things wolves do to 
keep the deer herd in check, reducing over 
browsing in the forests and vehicle colli-
sions on our roadways. But again, that’s 
a wrench in the cog of  a well-tuned deer 
management system that once put north-
ern Wisconsin on the national map as a 
major destination for trophy whitetails on 
millions of  acres of  public forestlands. 

Deer management in the North Woods 
now shares the limelight with bears, bob-
cats and wolves, because we’ve got near-
record numbers of  all three major preda-
tors. So much for the signifi cance of  our 
deer hunting traditions. 

On the subject of  hunting dogs, it pains 
me to read the 2019 story out of  Ashland 
County where a grouse hunter lost his 
10-year-old Brittany spaniel to a wolf  
attack. 

Ted Koeler was simply checking out 
some deer stands in early November, with 

dog and shotgun in tow, when gray wolves 
killed his companion some 80 yards away. 

The shocking part is that Koeler shot a 
double on a grouse just minutes before the 
wolves killed his dog, and those shots did 
nothing to deter them from the attack.

The big issue with this incident, and 
the one in Woodru�  last year, is that it 
appears wolves are becoming too accli-
mated to human contact. And that lack of  
fear is a bad sign for future encounters with 
humans. 

I was going to wait to see what President 
Trump and the Republican-controlled 
Congress might do in the months ahead 
before writing this column, as U.S. Rep. 
Tom Ti� any (R-Wis.) has introduced a bill 
to remove wolves from the Endangered 
Species Act in the lower 48 states. But know-
ing Republicans had the same advantage in 

2016, and didn’t get the job done, prompted 
me to start getting the word out on the dire 
nature of  the current wolf  overpopulation 
in Wisconsin. 

Our state currently has no authority to 
hunt wolves or use any lethal population 
controls, even on problem wolves, because 
of  the 2022 federal court ruling that put 
wolves back on the endangered species list. 

That was the fi fth time that liberal federal 
courts intervened in national wolf  man-
agement done by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, stripping states like Wisconsin of  
their right to manage the well-recovered 
wolf  population here. 

We need the Ti� any bill, or some-
thing like it, in order to end the 
interference from federal courts that 
refuse to acknowledge that wolves 
are more than recovered here.

In the
Outdoors
BY KURT KRUEGER

Enjoy fishing 
while you still can

We’ve got 18-24” of  ice on most bodies of  water now, 
and people are driving their vehicles out on many 
lakes. We seem to have a fairly normal winter pat-
tern coming this week, but as has been the case all 
year, things can change quickly. It sure feels good out 
there on the days when the sun is shining — bring 
your sunscreen! That, along with the noticeably lon-
ger daylight, can make for a really nice day on the ice. 
With the little bit of  snow we got last week, it sure 
is beautiful in the woods and on the lakes right now.

Walleye fi shing has been decent, aside from the ups 
and downs that come with the extreme changes in 
temperature we’ve had for the last few weeks. We’ve 
had some good late afternoon runs on the Chain, and 
on some of  the bigger lakes. The early morning and 
after-dark bites are the strongest. We’re seeing these 
fi sh in or near the holes, and most action coming from 
tip-ups with medium-sized shiners. On some of  the 
deeper lakes, anglers have been getting some good 
action jigging with minnow heads in deeper water, 
basically as deep as you can go. Deep, green weed 
edges are a great place to set up. 

Northern have been the most consistent game fi sh 
for the last several weeks. Both jigging over deeper 
weeds and tip-up action has been good, and the best 
thing about this fi sh is that it’s a daytime feeder. Try 
setting some tip-ups with large shiners in or near 
weeds mid-day, and do some pan fi shing at the same 
time, in the same areas.

Panfi shing slowed down a lot during the last cold 
front, though things seem to have recovered. We’re 
seeing a lot more green weeds than normal for this 
time of  the year, with the lack of  snow cover — and 
those weeds are what you’re looking for. We have 
heard of  some decent crappie action in the holes on 
the Chain, as schools of  crappie are roaming through 
those holes at di� erent depths. Both tip-downs rigged 
with minnows, and jigging with waxies on vertical jigs 
about 5’ o�  the bottom, have been productive. We’ll 
see a lot more of  this action as things move toward 
pring. The bluegill have been hitting on waxies or red 
spikes in the weeds. Perch are on the mud fl ats. Look 
for them to be near the bottom in softer areas where 
they’ll hang out for the rest of  the winter.

It looks like we’ve got a little more snow coming 
this week. We’ll take it! The little bits we’ve had have 
made for just “ok” skiing and snowmobiling. No need 
for snowshoes yet this year — but there’s still time. 
We’ve got a lot to look forward to as far as the fi shing 
goes. This is one of  those hardwater years that you’ll 
remember for decades to come, with fantastic ice 
conditions and NO SLUSH! Get out there and enjoy 
it while you can.

Good luck and good fi shin’!

Fishing with 
the guıdes
BY GEORGE LANGLEY

Wolf depredation on hunting dogs, pets, deer and livestock are a major reason why hunters and 
farmers want Congress to end federal court interference with the right of Wisconsin and other 
states to manage these big predators. —Contributed Photo

24th annual Plum Lake
fi shing contest set Feb. 15

Two wolf harassment reports
confi rmed in Vilas County

The ice is thick, and the 
Sayner-Star Lake Lions’ 
24th annual Plum Lake ice 
fi shing contest is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 15.

This family-friendly 
event is competitive with 
prizes awarded for the 
largest fi sh in fi ve species 
categories.

Tickets for the tourney 
are available from Sayner-
Star Lake Lions members, 
as well as at Last Cast 
Sport Shop in St. Germain, 

The Sayner Pub, Up North 
Traders in Sayner, and the 
Sayner Mobil Express.

The entry fee is $30 for 
adults and $10 for youths 
12 and under. All children 
12 and under will receive a 
prize, while adult fi shermen 
will fi sh for $700 in cash 
prizes, with the fi ve longest 
northern pike and walleye, 
and the three longest perch, 
bluegill and crappies earn-
ing cash.

Major door prizes for 

adults will be drawn at 
random and will include 
portable shelters, ice drills, 
and much more. Most, if  not 
all, adults will receive other 
door prizes.

Over $4,000 in merchan-
dise will be given away to 
ra¼  e winners at the awards 
ceremony.

Ra¼  es will include a 
four-gun ra¼  e, a freezer 
fi lled with food, as well as 
other sporting goods.

Fishing hours will be 

from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m., with 
all fi shing confi ned to Plum 
Lake. Fish registration will 
be at the Plum Lake Public 
Pier on the south side of  the 
lake. The awards ceremony 
and prize drawings will 
be held at the Sayner Rec 
Building beginning at 3 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Lion Will Maines at 
(715) 542-3501 or Lion Tom 
Reed at 715-617-3994.

BY NEWS-REVIEW STAFF
The Wisconsin 

Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR) reported 
two incidents of  wolves 
harassing dogs in Vilas 
County last week.

The fi rst was the con-
fi rmed harassment of  a 
golden retriever in Conover 
on Saturday, Jan. 25. The 
dog was not injured.

The second was the veri-
fi cation that wolves posed a 
threat to pet dogs following 
an attack at a St. Germain 
residence in St. Germain on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28.

Local pet owners have 
been encouraged to be extra 
vigilant when letting their 
animals outside.

The DNR partners with 
the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture’s Wildlife 
Services department 
to investigate reported 
confl icts with wolves. 
Interactive maps, past 

reports, and damage pay-
ment information is avail-
able on the DNR’s website 
at https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/
wolf/maps.

For livestock and pet 
owners dealing with a 
potential wolf-involved 
confl ict, swift reporting to 
USDA-Wildlife Services 
remains critical for the col-
lection of  evidence and the 
timely implementation of  
confl ict resolution options. 
In northern Wisconsin, 
call 1-800-228-1368 (in 
state) or 715-369-5221. In 
southern Wisconsin, call 
1-800-433-0663 (in state) or 
920-324-4514.

More information for 
livestock, pet owners, and 
hunters is available on the 
wolf  confl ict guidance page 
at https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/
wolf/guidance.html.

Following recent reports of wolves harassing dogs in Vilas 
County, pet owners are reminded to stay vigilant when letting 
pets outside, especially at night.  —Contributed Photo

fee due in connection with 
the two-story plans.

80 Years Ago - 1945
Several complaints have 

come to the sheri� ’s o»  ce 

during the last few weeks 
regarding summer homes 
which have been broken 
into and entered, and, in 
some cases, where arti-
cles have been reported 
missing…Sheri�  Peter 
Anderson is inclined to 
believe that the breaking 
and entering of  the cottages 

is the work of  youngsters, 
because in practically every 
case the damage had been 
malicious and wanton. 
Screens have been cut and 
mattresses have been cut; 
windows have been broken 
and furniture was gener-
ally thrown around. In most 
cases, nothing has been 

taken, but senseless and 
useless wreckage has been 
reported.

Due to the poor condition 
of  the bound volumes of  old 
newspapers used to com-
pile Backward Glances, 
we will only include 90 and 
100 years ago if  the quality 
of  the books allows.

Glances
FROM PAGE 6
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Cross-country skiing did 
not come into existence for 
me until 1979.

It was during that win-
ter that Wes Doak, one of  
the earliest advocates and 
teachers of  cross-country 
skiing, introduced me to 
the sport. Wes, who passed 
away just a short time ago, 
became a good friend and 
teacher of  the sport to me.

A year or so later Dan 
Clausen, another pioneer 
of  the sport locally who 
still operates a ski shop and 
school at Minocqua Winter 
Park, furthered the fi re of  
cross-country in me.

In 1984 Dan set me up 
with a pair of  skis that were 
well superior to the ones I 
owned at the time, skis that 
would carry me to the fi n-
ish of  my fi rst American 
Birkebeiner 55k race.

The fi re was stoked in me 
by those two experts espe-
cially, aided along the way 
by others who have been 
and still are strong partici-
pants and advocates of  the 
sport.

When it comes to the 
Winter Olympics, since 1976 
no other sport has held my 
attention at those games 
anywhere near as much as 
Nordic competition. I was 
stunned and wowed like 
all other American cross-
country fans in 1976, a time 
when I had yet to expe-
rience the sport myself, 
when Bill Koch won the 

fi rst American medal ever 
— a silver — in the 1976 
Olympics.

It was the 
only medal in 
the sport for the 
U.S. until 2018 
when Jessie 
Diggins and 
Kikkan Randall 
took gold in the 
team sprint. 
Diggins went on 
to win gold in 
the individual 
sprint and sil-
ver in the 30k 
skate technique 
race at the 2022 Olympics.

Enough of  Olympic glory. 
My closest brush with ski 
race glory was a 2nd place 
fi nish in my age group for 
a 7k race at Phillips, Wis., 
back in the 80s. I hate to 
admit it, but there were only 
three of  us in that event as 
all the “real” racers were 
skiing in the longer com-
panion race.

I can, however, and 
always am happy to point 
to a hard-earned 7th-place 
fi nish out of  51 men in 
my 50-54 age class in the 
Birkebeiner’s Korteloppet 
companion race one year. I 
hesitate to mention the win-
ner in my class was over 20 
minutes faster. Hey, glory is 
as glory does, or something 
like that.

Enough about racing. 
What is really important is 
how much cross-country 

skiing has come to mean to 
me over the past 45 years. 

I have skied 
all over mid- 
and northern 
Wisconsin and 
have enjoyed 
every trail I’ve 
been on.

I’ve skied 
w o n d e r f u l 
trails in cen-
tral Wisconsin 
at Wausau and 
Stevens Point, 
among others. 
I’ve tested my 
skills on other 

trails south and west of  
here, either in races or just 
for the joy of  skiing them.

After fi nishing my 20th 
Birkie at the age of  70 I 
decided that from then on, 
my skiing would be strictly 
for the joy of  being on snow. 
Every outing is joyful.

Here in our neck of  
the woods and for, say, an 
hour or a little more in any 
direction from here, we 
are blessed to have some 
of  the best ski trails in the 
Midwest.

I’m partial to Razorback 
Ridges in Sayner, of  course, 
as I founded the trails 
and have been skiing and 
grooming them from the 
beginning.

By the same token, I 
would be grossly remiss 
if  I didn’t mention all the 
other great local trails we 
have. When Razorback 

Ridges came into being 
the only other local trails 
were Minocqua Winter 
Park, the DNR’s trails on 
the Northern Highland 
State Forest, and out in the 
Nicolet National Forest, a 
trail system that an Eagle 
River couple, revered for 
their dedication to cross-
country skiing in the area, 
operated.

Now we have trails all 
over the area, each with 
their own special charac-
teristics, all of  which pro-
vide excellent grooming for 
skiing.

The Eagle River/Three 
Lakes trail is well main-
tained, and I believe the 
trails at the golf  course in 
Eagle River are also still in 
operation. Mercer has its 
excellent Mecca trails, and 
o�  highway 182 heading to 
Park Falls there is an out 
of  the way national forest 
gem that I have skied sev-
eral times, though I can’t 
remember the name it goes 
by.

The list goes on. The latest 
addition to my ski trail wan-
dering came last week when 
I ventured to Winchester to 
ski the WinMan trails. Like 
Razorback Ridges there is 
no fee to ski there, although 
donations are welcomed 
and needed to maintain the 
trails.

The WinMan trails are a 
delight to ski, a mix of  easy 
to moderate terrain, with 
some tougher climbs and 
descents found toward the 
end of  the 7k and 10k loops.

The grooming on the day 
I skied was excellent, aided 
by the additional snow 
Winchester has received 
compared to what central 
and southern Vilas County 
has gotten.

To sum it up, cross-coun-
try skiing has been, is and 
will continue to be, as long 
as I can keep standing on 
my own two hind legs, a 
wonderful sport that com-
bines great winter scenery, 
good physical fi tness levels, 
and joy in just being a part 
of  our great outdoors.

M E M B E R

BETTER NEWSPAPER 
CON TE S T AWARD

WINNER
W I S C O N S I N  N E W S PA P E R  A S S O C IAT I O N  F O U N D AT I O N

2023 JUDGED WISCONSIN’S
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
OF THE YEAR

NATIONAL GENERAL EXCELLENCE
THIRD PLACE, 2018
SECOND PLACE, 2020
FIRST PLACE, 2022

EDITORIAL
OPINION/COMMENTARY

Cross-country is the way to go

Behind the editorial ‘we’
Members of  the Vilas County News-Review 
editorial board include News Editor 
Josephine Hinderman, Assistant Editor
 Audrey Lehman and Sports Editor Jacob Heid.

Our View

Eager to see future
of ATV/UTV sport
in the North Woods

This week, the Vilas County Board passed an 
ordinance amendment that will allow all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs) and utility task vehicles (UTVs) on 
all county roads, bringing in what may be a hope-
ful era for some, a disruptive era for others, in the 
North Woods. The vote was close, the topic conten-
tious, and we’re eager to see what kind of  future the 
sport will bring to North Woods communities.

While the concerns voiced against ATVs and 
UTVS are valid — whether they be about the dis-
ruption of  nature, noise pollution, the potential 
transferring of  invasive species, or safety — there 
is no denying the economic boost these machines 
have been able to provide, on both a state and local 
level. Maybe as the sport continues to grow, so will 
its economic benefi ts — and, we hope, the North 
Woods will feel those benefi ts.

Until the project is completed and county trunk 
highways are marked, and the ATV/UTV season 
starts back up, all we can really do is speculate and 
wonder what the future of  the ATV/UTV sport will 
look like in the North Woods. 

We remain optimistic that, much like snowmo-
biles in the days of  yesteryear, they will continue 
to provide much-needed, and much-appreciated, 
boosts to local economies and bring people up north 
to enjoy the beauty the North Woods has to o� er.

Savvy Senior
YOU ASK THE SENIOR QUESTION –
WE FIND THE SAVVY ANSWER.
SYNDICATED COLUMN

Driving with 
dementia and 

knowing when to stop
DEAR SAVVY SENIOR,

When should someone with dementia stop driving? 
My 83-year-old father has some dementia issues, but 
still drives himself  around town pretty well.

—Concerned Daughter

DEAR CONCERNED,
Most doctors agree that people with moderate to 

severe dementia should never get behind the wheel, 
but in the early stages of  Alzheimer’s or other types 
of  dementia, driving performance should be the 
determining factor of  when to stop driving, not the 
disease itself.

With that said, it’s also important to realize that as 
your dad’s driving skills deteriorate over time from 
the disease, he might not recognize he has a problem. 
So, it’s very important that you work closely with his 
doctor to monitor his driving and help him stop when 
it is no longer safe for him to drive. Here are some 
additional tips that can help you.

Watch for Warning Signs
The best way to keep tabs on your dad’s driving abil-

ities is to take frequent rides with him and watch out 
for warning signs. For example: Does he have trouble 
remembering routes to familiar places? Does he drive 
at inappropriate speeds, tailgate, drift between lanes, 
or fail to observe tra»  c signs? Does he react slowly 
or make poor driving decisions? Also, has your dad 
had any fender benders or tickets lately, or have you 
noticed any dents or scrapes on his vehicle? All of  
these are red fl ags.

If  you need some assessment help, hire a driver 
rehabilitation specialist who’s trained to evaluate 
older drivers. See Myaota.aota.org/driver_search or 
Aded.net to locate one in your area.

Transition Tips
Through your assessments, if  you believe it’s still 

safe for your dad to drive, you should start recom-
mending some simple adjustments to ensure his 
safety, like driving only in daylight and on familiar 
routes, and avoiding busy roads and bad weather. 
Also, get him to sign a dementia “driving contract” 
that designates someone to tell him when it’s no lon-
ger safe to drive. Go to Alz.org/driving and click on 
the “Download” button to print one.

You may also want to consider getting a GPS car 
tracking device (like Bouncie.com or MotoSafety.
com) to help you monitor him. These devices will let 
you track where he’s driving and allow you to set up 
zones and speed limits that will send you alerts to 
your smartphone when he exits an area, or if  he’s 
driving too fast or braking harshly.

Time to Quit
When your dad’s driving gets to the point that he 

can no longer drive safely, you’ll need to talk to him. 
It’s best to start having these conversations in the 
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Trails
& Tails
BY WILL MAINES

Let’s not ignore the unique needs
of infants, toddlers and preschoolers

Wisconsin is facing a 
mental health crisis in 
epidemic pro-
portions, and 
our youngest 
children are at 
signifi cant risk. 
The fi rst 1,000 
days of  a child’s 
life hold incred-
ible potential 
and are marked 
by unparalleled 
brain develop-
ment. It is also a 
time of  greatest 
vulnerability.

Young chil-
dren rely on nurturing rela-
tionships with their par-
ents, early care educators, 
and other professionals who 
support them to develop the 
capacity to manage emo-
tions, build healthy social 
skills, and explore their 
environments. Our children 
often deal with life stressors 
and challenge us by acting 
out, which, when left unad-
dressed, can continue into 
middle and high school. 
Oftentimes children who 
are managing these chal-
lenges are labeled as defi -
ant, “naughty” or overly 
clingy, when in reality they 
are using behaviors to let 
us know that they need our 
help, and that it is up to us 
to recognize these early 
warning signs. Young chil-
dren, ages 0-5, need sensi-
tive and responsive caregiv-
ers to reach their potential 

and develop into contribut-
ing members of  our society.

To highlight 
the current land-
scape, a recent 
publication by 
the Children’s 
Equity Project 
(May 2023) indi-
cated that 60% of  
early childhood 
education (ECE) 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
reported observ-
ing increases in 
young children’s 
e x t e r n a l i z i n g 
and internaliz-

ing behaviors. The report 
also found that 45% of  ECE 
professionals reported expe-
riencing depression. Data 
released by the Wisconsin 
O»  ce of  Children’s Mental 
Health at the annual brief-
ing in January of  2025 indi-
cated that 49% of  children 
with mental conditions, age 
three and up, didn’t receive 
treatment. Wisconsin can 
do better!

Equipping our babies, 
toddlers and preschool-
ers to become caring and 
productive adults requires 
investment in supporting 
their caregivers. However, 
caregivers — child care 
providers, teachers, foster 
parents — might not have 
the resources they need to 
help. Incorporating proven 
frameworks and interven-
tions (i.e., the Pyramid 
Model and Infant and Early 

Childhood Mental Health 
Consultation) that focus 
on social and emotional 
skill building in early care 
and education settings 
improves outcomes for all 
young children. Providing 
professional development 
and credentialing for fam-
ily-serving professionals 
through Mental Health 
Endorsements enhances 
their ability to serve young 
children and families.

Unfortunately, the 
Children’s Equity Project 
reports that, on average, 
only 2 - 5% of  ECE profes-
sionals are in contact with 
a mental health consultant 
on a regular basis. And 
yet, access to mental health 
consultation is connected 
to a number of  positive 
outcomes for children and 
adults who take care of  
them. Specifi cally, access to 
mental health consultants 
is linked to an increased 
sense of  self-e»  cacy in 
ECE. Additionally, teachers 
who have access to ongoing 
mental health consulta-
tion are about half  as likely 
to report expelling a pre-
schooler as teachers with-
out much support.

In January 2023, the 
Wisconsin Alliance for 
Infant Mental Health was 
awarded funding from 
Wisconsin’s Department 
of  Children and Families 
through a one-time sub-
award from the American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
a part of  the Child Care 
Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG), with the goals to 
develop and administer a 
statewide Infant and Early 
Childhood Mental Health 
Consultation System 
(IECMHC) and Wisconsin’s 
state-wide mental health 
consultation program, 
Healthy Minds Healthy 
Children, was born. 
IECMHC is a prevention-
based approach that pairs 
a mental health consultant 
with other adults who pro-
vide care and support for 
infants and young children. 
The funding for the pro-
gram ended on July 1, 2024. 
During this short period 
of  time, Healthy Minds 
Healthy Children impacted 
over 2,000 children in early 
care and education set-
tings, and ECE providers 
reported feeling supported, 
experiencing less stress and 
increased ability to handle 
challenging situations.

Continuing to support 
Healthy Minds Healthy 
Children, the Pyramid 
Model and Mental Health 
Endorsements would allow 
child and family service 
professionals to connect 
with experienced men-
tal health specialists and 
credentialed infant men-
tal health professionals. 
These resources empower 

What 
Others 
Say
BY KRIS 
BARNEKOW
WISCONSIN 
ALLIANCE FOR 
INFANT MENTAL 
HEALTH

To OTHERS, Pg. 9
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Dear Reader,

Yesterday afternoon was bitterly cold, yet 
the sun shone brightly—a fitting reflection 
of  the emotions in my heart. As 
I walked into the memory care 
unit of  a Senior Living home 
I’d been visiting regularly to 
see my father-in-law Francis for 
the past two years, the familiar 
faces greeted me like old friends. 
They were scattered around the 
big room, watching yet another 
rerun of  Mary Tyler Moore—or 
maybe it was The Dick Van Dyke 
Show. Their smiles, warm and welcoming, 
made me feel that despite not living there, 
I still belonged.

Lark stood up the moment she saw me, 
her arms outstretched for a hug. “You just 
made my day!” she exclaimed. “Where have 
you been these past few weeks?” I laughed, 
feeling a rush of  appreciation for her words. 
Jimmy, wearing the black fedora I’d finally 
given him after months of  promises, tipped 
it with a grin. I was wearing one too. We 
traded stories about “the good old days,” 
and he launched into a tale I’d heard before. 
I didn’t mind. I never did.

But my visit was more subdued this time 
because not everyone was there anymore 
including Francis, whose presence had 
always been both tender and sharp. Nick 
and Jack were also gone; their chairs, once 
as familiar as their faces, sat empty around 
the tables. I had been there to say goodbye 
to Nick, holding his hand and asking him 
to watch over his family, who clung to 
one another in quiet grief  around his bed. 
Those goodbyes leave a mark, even as they 
remind us of  the beauty in connection.

Karen, seated near the corner, reached 
for my hand. She launched into a vivid 
story about her days as a nurse in the ER. 

Her eyes sparkled with pride as she spoke. 
Beside her, Mary Lou motioned for me 
to come closer to her wheel chair. When 

I asked how she was doing, 
she lifted her hands like she 
was holding onto an invisible 
ledge. “Just hanging on,” she 
said with a wry smile.

The aides began rounding 
everyone up for dinner so I 
made my last rounds, shak-
ing hands, giving hugs, and 
sharing brief, meaningful 

exchanges. Lark pulled me into one last 
embrace before I pushed the buttons at the 
exit door to let myself  out.

As the door clicked shut behind me, 
I couldn’t help but reflect on the inevi-
table. Someday, I’ll be in a place like this. 
Everything will be taken care of—meals, 
medications, and all the needs of  a frail 
body. But even with all the care in the 
world, the loneliness lingers. Most of  the 
residents were waiting, one step away from 
the reunion that comes when the spirit 
departs a worn-out body. Still, there was 
beauty in that waiting. It wasn’t despair but 
a quiet anticipation of  something more—a 
peace I could almost feel as I walked to my 
car.

Driving away, I thought about the rest 
of  my day and all my tomorrows. I made a 
promise to myself: I’ll savor the moments, 
big and small; I’ll hold tight to joy, squeez-
ing every drop from the time I have left. 
And one day, when I find myself  in a room 
like that, I hope someone will walk through 
the door to remind me then of  the life I’m 
living now.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

Current Spaces and
Empty Chair Echoes

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

OPINION/COMMENTARY

Join ToursMMC.com on a 
once-in-a-lifetime journey through 

Switzerland and France
Embark on a truly unfor-

gettable adventure with 
ToursMMC.com, as we invite 
you to explore the stunning 
cities of  Switzerland and the 
South of  France. 

From breathtaking land-
scapes to rich history, cul-
ture and exquisite cuisine, 
this 10-day tour promises to 
be the journey of  a lifetime.

Discover Geneva 
and Lyon

Your adventure begins on 
Nov. 3, 2025, with an over-
night flight from the USA to 
Geneva, Switzerland. Upon 
arrival, you’ll be greeted 
and transferred to your 
centrally located hotel. 
Geneva, known as the “City 
of  Peace,” o�ers a pictur-
esque setting surrounded by 
the Alps and Lake Geneva, 
with its renowned gardens, 
landmarks like St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, and interna-
tional influence. Enjoy a 
day of  leisure exploring this 
charming city before con-
tinuing your journey.

Next, you’ll board the lux-
urious Amadeus Provence 
cruise ship in Lyon, France, 
where you’ll enjoy a 

welcome cocktail and din-
ner. Lyon, a UNESCO World 
Heritage city and gastro-
nomic capital of  France, will 
captivate you with its stun-
ning architecture and culi-
nary delights.

Explore the wine 
regions of Burgundy
The next few days are 

filled with adventures 
through the world-famous 
wine regions of  Burgundy. 
Explore the quaint town of  
Mâcon, visit the Beaujolais 
and Mâconnais vineyards, 
and enjoy a wine tasting 
at the Hameau Duboeuf  
wine museum. Optional 
excursions to Cluny Abbey, 
Château de Pierreclos, and 
medieval towns like Beaune 
and Chalon-sur-Saône await 
those who want to dive 
deeper into the region’s rich 
history.

Avignon, Arles and 
the Rhône River

Your journey continues 
with visits to the historical 
cities of  Avignon and Arles. 
In Avignon, explore the 
Palace of  the Popes and the 
Pont d’Avignon. For nature 
lovers, an optional excursion 

to the Roman aqueduct Pont 
du Gard awaits. In Arles, 
immerse yourself  in the 
city’s art and history, once 
home to Vincent van Gogh, 
and explore the Camargue 
Nature Reserve on an 
optional excursion.

Luxurious comfort 
and optional 
extensions

Throughout the trip, 
enjoy all-inclusive dining 
on board, featuring exqui-
site meals and fine wines 
from Europe’s best vine-
yards. For those who want 
to extend their adventure, a 
three-night Paris Post-tour 
is available, where you can 
visit iconic landmarks like 
the Ei�el Tower and Notre 
Dame.

Don’t miss out on this 
extraordinary opportunity 
to explore the beauty and 
culture of  Switzerland and 
France.

Visit ToursMMC.com 
today to review all the details.  
Email GroupOperations@
adelmandiscoveries.com or 
call (559) 244-6600 to reserve 
your spot for this once-in-a-
lifetime adventure.

MILD START — A young whitetail walks a trail in the hardwoods as the afternoon sun warms 
the landscape. With light snow on the ground and only a couple blasts of arctic cold, the winter 
has started relatively mild for deer survival. —Photo By Kurt Krueger

professionals to more read-
ily and confidently identify 
and intervene in instances 
when children’s behaviors 
become a challenge for 
adults. By providing our 
child and family service 
professionals, across all 
disciplines, with the tools 
and resources they need to 
support the e�ective social 
and emotional growth of  
Wisconsin’s children, we 
can help our youngest chil-
dren feel safe, supported, 
and better prepared to 

successfully handle stress-
ful situations as they grow.

The Wisconsin Alliance 
for Infant Mental Health 
is thrilled and hopeful that 
Governor Evers named 2025 
“The Year of  the Kid” and 
promised significant allo-
cations to child care and 
school-based mental health. 
Let’s not ignore the unique 
needs of  infants, toddlers 
and preschoolers. It is time 
to ensure that our founda-
tion is strong and secure by 
prioritizing funding for our 
infants, young children and 
those who support them. 
Mental health begins at 
birth. An investment of  $6.2 

million annually would 
make it possible to sup-
port multiple programs 
aimed at ensuring a 
strong foundation of  life-
long mental health.

Without this commit-
ment, we may set our 
most vulnerable chil-
dren on a painful path 
in life, costing far more 
in the long run. We ask 
and encourage all adults 
to speak up for babies, 
as they can’t do so for 
themselves.

For more informa-
tion, please visit https://
wiaimh.org/speak-for-
wisconsin-babies.

PAID LETTER

Upcoming referendums
are no surprise

Others
FROM PAGE 8

To the Editor;
Charter schools and 

all religious and private 
schools siphoning o� our 
tax dollars from the state 
education budget is made 
possible because of  the 
Republican-dominated leg-
islature’s guarantee to do 
so. This same legislature 
continues to fund only 
29%, or about $14,000 per 
student, of  the special edu-
cation cost for our public 
school students while cov-
ering 100%, or up to $23,000, 
of  the charter, private and 
religious school students. 
Then our legislators added 
an additional guarantee to 
cover 90% of  anything over 
the $23,000! Result? More 

school referendums on 
spring ballots.

Northland Pines’ 
February referendum 
and the Three Lakes and 
Rhinelander April referen-
dums are no surprise. This 
unfair, preferential treat-
ment of  more tax dollars 
going to charter, religious 
and private schools will 
ultimately destroy our pub-
lic education system.  

In her budget our DPI 
Superintendent, Jill 
Underly, asked the state 
to cover 90% of  mandated 
special education costs for 
any public school student 
instead of  its measly 29%. 
To my knowledge, the other 
two DPI candidates, one 

a charter school pro-
ponent, have remained 
silent on this issue.

Unless we elect 
legislators and DPI 
Superintendents willing 
to fight for your and my 
tax dollars going to our 
public school students, 
rather than significantly 
more going to charter 
and private school stu-
dents, you and I as prop-
erty owners will once 
again tax ourselves so 
our children can get an 
education that allows 
them to compete in 
today’s world.

Kay Ho�
Minocqua

early stages of  the disease, 
before he needs to quit 
driving, so he can prepare 
himself.

You also need to have a 
plan for alternative trans-
portation (including a list 
of  family, friends and local 
transportation options) that 
will help him get around 
after he stops driving.

For tips on how to talk 
to your dad, the Hartford 
Center for Mature Market 
Excellence o�ers a help-
ful guide called “At the 
Crossroads: Family 
Conversations About 

Alzheimer’s Disease, 
Dementia and Driving” 
that you can download 
at TheHartford.com/
Publications-on-Aging.

Refuses to Quit
If  your dad refuses to 

quit, you have several 
options. First, suggest a 
visit to his doctor who can 
give him a medical evalua-
tion, and prescribe that he 
stops driving. Older people 
will often listen to their doc-
tor before they will listen to 
their own family.

If  he still refuses, contact 
your local Department of  
Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 
see if  they can help. Some 
states will automatically 

revoke a license when a 
person is diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
while many others require 
retaking a driving test. 

If  these fail, consider 
hiding his keys or you may 
need to take them away. You 
could also disable his vehi-
cle by disconnecting the 
battery, park it in another 
location so he can’t see it or 
have access to it, or sell it.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 
73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contribu-
tor to the NBC Today show 
and author of  “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Savvy
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Jaws of  Life cutter, as well 
as used funds toward cold 
water rescue gear, our new 
ladder truck, and a Cascade 
system used for filling air 
tanks,” he said.

The department’s share 
of  the 2025 proceeds will go 
toward gear for their suc-
cessful Junior Firefighter 
program, and aid in the pur-
chase of  a new four-wheel 
drive ambulance needed to 
quickly and safely access 
patients in di»cult access 
situations.

Conover Fire and Rescue 
Department volunteers will 
build the ice rink and snow 
bar, maintain the sanita-
tion services, manage the 
warming bonfires, and sta� 
the outdoor cook shack for 
the event. Their 100’ lad-
der truck will also experi-
ence an unusual twist when 
mascots Chilly Charlie and 
Blizzard Belle are hoisted 
in the air for the popular 
Candy Flurry event, tossing 
treats down to the crowd of  
eager children.

Sig Baake, Land O’ Lakes 
Ambulance Department 
Director, stated they have 
used funds towards their 
cardiac monitor and their 

UTV rescue vehicle. Their 
goal for this year’s proceeds 
is to fund the purchase of  a 
new ambulance. 

Members of  the Land O’ 
Lakes departments will be 
helping with Friday’s set 
up of  tents before return-
ing on Saturday to assist as 
food servers and cashiers, 
and provide community 
education through the 
Firefighters Exp.

Phelps Fire and EMS 
Departments were able to 
secure two Mustang Ice 
Commander cold water 
rescue suits to aid in win-
ter lifesaving measures. 
Chief  Norm Mesun said 
that funds received in the 
past also helped to fund the 
acquisition of  an o�-road 
utility vehicle. 

Carole Selin, head of  
Phelps Area Emergency 
Medical Services added, 
“Funds received from the 
2025 event will go toward 
a much-needed new 
defibrillator.”

Phelps Volunteer Fire 
and EMS volunteers, along 
with Phelps Auxiliary 
members, will oversee the 
many parking areas and 
also help to sta� the food 
service area.

Kraetsch stated that tre-
mendous community sup-
port for the event is gar-
nered through sponsorships 

and donations from busi-
nesses and individuals. 

Held the Saturday of  
President’s Day weekend 
each February, the chal-
lenges of  hosting an out-
door event are tackled by 
a Planning Committee of  
over 30 community vol-
unteers and over 100 on 
the day of  the event.

Activities on the park 
grounds kick o� at 10 
a.m. and continue until 
4 p.m. There is no admis-
sion fee to the park and 
parking is free. All events 
are free for spectators to 
enjoy. Single-event tick-
ets will be available for 
purchase for those who 
want to get in on the 
action. Food and bever-
ages are available, along 
with warming fires and 
heated restrooms on site.

The Conover 
Community Park is 
located ¼ mile east of  
Highway 45 on Highway 
K. Visitors are reminded 
that pets are not allowed 
in the park during events 
per the Town of  Conover 
ordinance.

For more event infor-
mation, visit northwood-
sblizzardblast.com or 
Northwoods Blizzard 
Blast on Facebook.

Blast
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2015 as part of  a New York 
City theater educator’s 
conference. We laughed 
throughout the entire show, 
so ten years later, we are 
thrilled to be able to bring 
this hilarious show to 
our stage,” says Janssen. 
“Audiences will love the 
many Shakespearean refer-
ences along with nods to a 
number of  famous musicals 
throughout the 20th century. 

We have a wonderful group 
of  Seniors who have been 
performing with us for four 
years and are excited for a 
fantastic production.”

Tickets for the Feb.14, 15 
and 16 performances are 
now on sale in the NPHS 
Main O»ce. Adult tick-
ets are $5, while Seniors 
(62+) and NPSD students 
are free. Seating is general 
admission. Remaining tick-
ets will be sold at the door. 
Doors will open 30 minutes 
prior to each performance. 
Patrons are recommended 

to purchase their tickets 
in advance as sell-outs are 
possible.

The production at 
Northland Pines will again 
host three reviewers from 
the Jerry Awards pro-
gram through the Overture 
Center in Madison, who will 
review the show and provide 
students with feedback on 
many aspects of  the produc-
tion. If  any students are rec-
ognized with nominations 
for outstanding work, they 
will be notified later this 
spring.

Muscial
FROM PAGE 1
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Eagle River

• 1.57 AC, wooded, buildable lot

• Private subdivision

• Near recreational trails

$39,900 MLS#210069

Worcester

• 12.7 AC near Solberg Lake

• Wooded parcel

• Served by a paved state highway

$39,900 MLS#209818

Eagle River

• 3 BR/2 BA low-maintenance mobile home

• WB FP, across from ER Chain & rec trails

• Mobile home only, land is leased

$66,000 MLS#209624

CHRIS NOR
847-571-4348

Chris@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

RACHEL MARTIN
EagleRiver Area Specialist

715-891-6686
Rachel@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

TARA STEPHENS
715-499-1288

Tara@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

LUKE DURKEE
715-493-3179

Luke@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

GREG HARVEY
715-297-1066

Greg@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

PETER MEYER
715-890-0201

Peter.Meyer@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

DANSTEPHENS
715-499-1099

Dan@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

ELLI SODER
715-891-1723

Elli@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

MATT SOLATKA
708-878-1200

Matt@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

JULIE ENGELS
312-371-3468

jengels@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

PETE RONDELLO
715-892-1845

Pete@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

RENEE & CHAD
RASMUSSEN

715-351-9751
715-614-3325

Renee@RedmanRealtyGroup.com
Chad@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

LINDAWOHLLEBER
The Linda Long Team

715-904-2540
Linda@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

JEREMY OBERLANDER
715-891-5992

Eagle River Area Specialist
Jeremy@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

JANEL PAGELS
715-525-1008

Janel@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

TIM SCHWANKE
715-891-3467

Tim@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

SAM PAGELS
715-525-1354

Sam@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

STEPHANIE WOTACHEK
715-892-0290

StephW@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

ANDREA &
PAUL CHRISTIE

715-614-0846
715-367-2030

Andrea@RedmanRealtyGroup.com
Paul@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

JODI DROST
920-299-0912

Jodi@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

KYLE SKARR
(262)349-5729
CommercialBroker

Kyle@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

TOM COTE
715-543-2544

Tom@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

KRISTINA WIELAND
715-506-0828

Kristina@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

PETE NICOL
The Linda Long Team

309-645-4624
Pete.Nicol@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

DENISE HERVEY
715-614-0534

Denise@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

GEORGE GUNDERSON
715-661-1995

George@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

MARY ELLEN &
BOB POGGEMANN

715-892-1761/715-892-1762
TeamPoggemann@

RedmanRealtyGroup.com

DANIELLE HAZELQUIST
Rhinelander Area Specialist

715-482-0202
Danielle@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

LISA ALSTEEN
Rhinelander
Area Specialist

715-360-0010
Lisa@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

GUY POLACEK
Commercial Specialist

561-758-6769
Guy@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

PAT VAN HEFTY
715-892-0298

Pat@VanHefty.com

ERICA DUMAS
715-891-2403

Erica@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

Langlade

• 3 BR/2 BA, 2597 sq ft custom log home
• 2 BR/1 BA detached suite with full kitchen
• Large detached garage with lean to, coop

$329,000 MLS#210317

Iron River, MI

• 3 BR/1.5 BA, eat-in kitchen, primary bedroom
• Large deck, updated mechanicals, 20 AC
• Detached garage w/storage, workshop-220 power

$224,900 MLS#210470
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• 5 BR/3.5 BA, 4555 sq ft chalet, boathouse
• 222’ sandy frtg on Eagle River Chain
• 2 heated garages, lower-level walkout, full bar

$3,500,000 MLS#210409

Scattering Rice Lake Moen Chain

• 12-unit resort & 3 BR/3 BA home
• 1900’ sand frtg, 5 lake chain, room to expand
• Bar, gaming hall, dance hall, 27 AC

$1,600,000 MLS#210446

ADAM REDMAN
715-892-7325
Broker/Owner

Adam@RedmanRealtyGroup.com

Big St. Germain Lake

• 4 BR/3 BA, renovated lakefront home
• 100’ level sand frtg, lakeside sun deck
• 2 car detached garage, blacktop drive, dock

$999,000 MLS#208245

• 7100 sq ft commercial space
• 2240 sq ft of warehouse/loading dock
• Tenant in place – immediate rental income

$614,900 MLS#206124

Eagle River Pelican River

• 3 BR/2 BA, 2128 sq ft private modern home
• 2320’ frtg, 39 AC, deck, 2 car detached garage
• Bright kitchen, master suite, main �oor laundry

$600,000 MLS#209558

Long Lake

• 4 wooded AC on Three Lakes Chain
• 200’ frtg access both sides
• Throughfare to Eagle River Chain

$499,900 MLS#210257

Indian Lake

• 1.92 nicely treed buildable AC
• 113’ frtg on a full recreational lake
• No thru road on a cul-de-sac

$125,000 MLS#210156

Presque Isle

• 1 bed/1 bath, chalet style, ~1000 sq ft home
• End of road privacy, gorgeous scenery
• Heated and insulated 2-car detached garage

$249,900 MLS#210180
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