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Weinbrenner Shoe
Company named finalist
for Manufacturer
of the Year

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Weinbrenner Shoe
Company, headquartered
in Merrill, has been
named a finalist in the
Large Manufacturer
Category (250-499
employees) for the 36th Annual Manufacturer of the
Year (MOTY) Awards. This statewide recognition
highlights the company’s contributions to Wisconsin’s
manufacturing industry.

Weinbrenner, known for its Thorogood® brand work
and safety boots, has been a key employer and producer
of high-quality footwear in Merrill for decades. “We’re
honored to be recognized,” a company representative
said. “This reflects the hard work of our employees and

See SHOE page 3

Diamond Dog Foods
(Through 2-15-25)

cCOo-0P
BN Merrill Country Store I

1400 Logan Ave. * Merrill * 715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 ¢ Sat. 8-1 ¢ rivercountrycoop.com
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BUSINESS PROFILE

A Community Update on 2024

You are the community’s future!

e What would you like all of the community to know
about your business from 2024?

¢ How long have you been a part of the
community’s success?

e What's in your plans for the future?
¢ \What makes your company a good place to work?
¢ Would you like to recognize your employees’
contributions to your success?
Share your success and plans with the people of the area.
Contact the Merrill Foto News office to be
a part of the Business Profile.
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Thinking of advertising in the
FOTO NEWS?

WE CAN HELP
YOUR BUSINESS GROW!
The Merrill Foto News is direct mailed by zip
code to over 14,600 homes every Thursday.

Phone:
715-536-7121
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FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com

Address:
2011 E. Main Street
Merrill, Wisconsin
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Suspected grass/brush fire
determlned to be camper ﬁre

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025, just
before 3 p.m. the Merrill Fire
Department (MFD) and Merrill DNR
Ranger were dispatched to a possible
grass or brush fire due to the report
of black smoke coming from a field
north of Tri-Hi Transportation on
Hwy. 107 northwest of Merrill in the
Town of Merrill. According to a press
release from the MFD, Brush-66,
Enigne-61, and Med-61 responded
immediately but quickly determined
it was not a grass or brush fire, but
“a large camper that was burning
and was already mostly consumed by
fire.”

“Brush-66 was used to fight the
fire,” the release said. “The fire was
extinguished efficiently despite the
frigid cold weather.”

“With assistance from Lincoln
County Sheriffs Office and the local
DNR warden, it was determined that
the resident of the camper was not

The Merrill Fire Department and DNR were called toa suspected grass/brush flre
which turned out to be a camper in a lightly wooded area.
Photos courtesy of Merrill Fire Department.

home,” the MFD release said. “When
the owner returned, he said he had
just stoked the wood furnace prior to
leaving. There were no injuries and
the camper was atotalloss. The official

cause of the fire is undetermined, but
likely attributed to the wood furnace.
The owner/occupant was put up for
the night at the AmericInn through
the Merrill Firefighters’ Charities.”

A&L Committee selects broker for Pine Crest sale
People for Pine Crest to present alternative options
at Feb. 1 town hall meeting

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Jan. 8, 2025, the Lincoln
County Administrative & Legislative
(A&L) Committee adjourned into
closed session to evaluate the broker
proposals received to select a broker
to represent the County to facilitate
the sale of Pine Crest Nursing Home.
All members of the A&L Committee
were present at the meeting including
Chair Jesse Boyd, Greg Hartwig, Lori
Anderson-Malm, Angela Cummings,
Marguerite Lyskawa, Ken Wickham,
and Julie DePasse.

Afterward, the meeting reconvened
into open session to take action on the
items discussed in closed session.

Julie DePasse made a motion and
Ken Wickham seconded a motion
“to award the brokerage contract
of Pine Crest Nursing Home to
Marcus & Millichap as the committee

Pine Crest Nursing Home, Merrill.

believes it is the most advantageous
bid for Lincoln County, and to
further authorize the Administrative
Coordinator, Corporation Counsel,

Tina L. Scott photo.

and Board Chairman to negotiate the
contract terms.” The motion carried

See PINE page 2
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Members of the Corning All Stars 4-H Club recently made a donation to the Lincoln

County Humane Society (LCHS) which included animal food and cat litter. Some

members of the club are shown here with Samantha from LCHS (back row, far right).
Submitted photo.

TRINITY MERRILL

FEBRUARY 11TH | 5:00-7:00PM
611 W. MAIN ST. MERRILL, WI 54452

You're invited to come meet our principal
and teachers, learn more about our school,
and learn how you could send your child to

Trinity for FREE!
We are a full-day 4K-8th grade school that is dedicated to
providing a Christ-centered education to where students

grow academically and spiritually in a nurturing
environment.

ANTO LEARN o,

C &

Please park in the church parking lot or behind
the school and enter through door 1 or 2.

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday ¢ 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

2011 E. Main Street
Merrill WI 54452
(715) 536-7121
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Pictured with the ceremonial check, from L to R: Alan Ogilvie, Church Mutual President and
CEOQ; Dee Olsen, Executive Director of Merrill Area United Way; and Leah Burbach, Church

Mutual Campaign Chair.

Submitted photo.

Church Mutual raises more than
$187,000 for United Way

Church Mutual held
its annual United Way
campaign in September
to raise funds for area
nonprofits. Employee
pledges plus matching
funds from CM CARES,
the Church Mutual
foundation, equaled a

$161,088 contribution to the
Merrill Area United Way
(MAUW). The donations
will benefit United Way
affiliate organizations that
support those in need in the
Merrill community. Church
Mutual employees pledged
an additional $26,186 to

nonprofits that are not
affiliated with MAUW,
bringing the total amount
raised to more than $187,274.

Since 2000, Church
Mutual and its employees
have contributed more than
$2.6 million to Merrill Area
United Way.

THE

“‘Diner”

EST. 2025

427 Grand Ave., Merrill

GRAND OPENING

Open Daily 6am-1pm
SOFT OPEN NOW!

Stop in and check out the “Breakfast Spot”

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 15!

441286

(Formerly Kozy Korner)

Al-Anon

Mondays
Ascension Ep
218 Pier Stre

Has your life been affected

441876

Eil

Helping Hands

We can help
Call: 715-539-6757

Meetings
e7-8PM

iscopal Church
et, Merrill, WI

by someone else’s drinking?

e

15%
OFF

Bake

3699

e

12” Parbaked Loaded Potato Fully Cooked
Pizza Crust Skins Smoked & Seasoned
s 499 _ Pulled Pork
3399 or [ 31 7% E,‘f
2t 2 for *8 3 5 b, [t
All Appetizers Chocolate Cake Parbaked
with Vanilla Ice Sourdough

Cream

= 225758 Rib Mountain Dr. * Wausau
715-355-4462

Hours: Monday-Friday 9a-Tp, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

Artisan Bread

(]

ch
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TREE RIPENED CITRUS
Straight from the
Orchard!

N
Navel 0ranges®

and Cara Cara Oranges
4% 51ns. %18 17200

KITCHEN BASICS
Chicken, Beef and
Turkey Stock

DRIED GRAIN
Green or Yellow @
Split Peas 1'% In,
Pearled Barley $12° b
Bulk Discounts Available

Braeburn Apples

WALNUT CREEK
Pickled Asparagus

$4%9 1542, !
Pickled Dilly Beans ™

59 16 0z. JM

WINTER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM.

MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

Located in Gleason.

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FR

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.

IENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!
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on a voice vote.
The Lincoln County
Board had previously

passed aresolution granting
the A&L Committee the
authority to select the
broker for this purpose.

Marcus & Millichap is
the same broker that helped
facilitate the offer to sell
Pine Crest which the buyer
terminated on June 28, 2024,
in response to a lawsuit filed
to stop the sale by Lincoln
County Board Supervisor
Donald Dunphy. That sale
had been set to close June
30, 2024, and had then been
postponed to Sept. 30, 2024,
but did not take place.

People for Pine
Crest says there are

options
People for Pine Crest,
the local grassroots

organization that formed
in 2023 in opposition to the
sale of Pine Crest Nursing
Home, has scheduled a
town hall style meeting
to be held on Saturday,
Feb. 1, 2025, at 10 a.m. at
the Merrill Expo Center
(Merrill Fairgrounds),
303 N. Sales St. in Merrill.
“The meeting is open to the
public and all concerned
Citizens of Lincoln County
are encouraged to attend,”
they said in a Jan. 25 press
release.

“People for Pine Crest
has been involved in a lot
of research, reaching out
to many resources to find
a solution to keeping Pine
Crest owned by Lincoln
County and securing a

5-star rated facility to
remain for our aging
population,” the release

said. “A majority of Lincoln
County Board Members
have no interest in keeping
Pine Crest County owned,
citing affordability. The
People for Pinecrest beg to
differ.”

“The town hall meeting
will have a wealth of
information from State
agencies as well as other
presenters, showing that
there are options to keep
and maintain our beloved
facility,” the release said.
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State Constitutional
Amendment on Voter ID
heads to the ballot box

Rep. Callahan and
Senator Felzkowski
support Voter ID

On Jan. 14, 2025, the State Assembly
convened to approve Senate Joint
Resolution (SJR) 2, which would enshrine
the state’s photo ID law for voting into
the Wisconsin State Constitution. Rep.
Calvin Callahan (R-Tomahawk), who
represents the 35th Assembly District,
voted to support SJR 2.

“Election Integrity remains a priority
of mine this session,” said Rep. Callahan.
“Ensuring that each voter who comes
to the polls is who they claim to be is a
common-sense measure to secure our
elections.”

The resolution already passed the State
Senate on Jan. 8, 2025. Senator Mary
Felzkowski (R-Irma), who represents the
12th Senate District, also voted in favor of
the resolution.

The matter will now go to voters as a
statewide referendum on April 1, 2025.
The ballot question will ask:

“Photographic identification  for
voting. Shall section Im of article III
of the constitution be created to require

that voters present valid photographic
identification verifying their identity in
order to vote in any election, subject to
exception which may be established by
law?”

Wisconsin law currently requires
photo ID for voting, but adding this
requirement to the constitution would
make it more permanent. Changing
or removing the requirement in the
future would require another statewide
referendum.

Rep. Callahan emphasized that
approving the amendment would not
eliminate current exceptions to voter
ID requirements, nor would it prevent
the legislature from creating additional
exceptions in the future. Voters without
valid ID on Election Day would still be
allowed to cast provisional ballots, as
they can under current law.

“Approving this amendment in our
April 2025 Election will help to cement
the security of our electoral process,”
Callahan said.

It would ensure that voter ID laws
remain in place unless voters choose
to change them through another
referendum, he said.

The amendment must now be approved
by voters on the April 1, 2025, ballot to
becomepartofthe Wisconsin Constitution.

SHOE
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our dedication to quality.”
The MOTY program,
hosted by Wisconsin
Manufacturers & Commerce
(WMC) and other sponsors,
honors manufacturers for

Starting February 1st through the 16,
there will be trail work done on the
Prairie River Fishery Area from Dagis Drive to
R&H Road. The dog sled race that uses this
portion of the trail will be held on

February 15-16, 2025.
Thank you.

aszs60]

innovation, philanthropy,
and job creation. Winners
will be announced during
a black-tie event on Feb.
20, 2025, at the Pfister Hotel
in Milwaukee. For more
information, visit wimoty.
com.
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HILDEBRAND
Funeral Home

‘ "' ',}
Crematzon

$1,500
Includes basic services
and crematory fee

715-365-4343

Serving all of
northern Wisconsin

419633

Bulk Foods
Galore!
Specialists 4
SIMPLY
CREMATION

—-‘.i'
‘beaver.creek
|

Preschool/PreK/Kindergarten

The Lincoln County Forestry
Department will host their annual
Underdown Free Trail Pass Weekend
on Feb. 1 and 2, 2025. Visitors to
the Lincoln County Underdown
Recreation Area are free to use the
cross country skiing, fat tire biking,
and snowshoe trails for free on these

Dear Reader,
As we age, we begin to relinquish the
power and foundation we

Underdown Free Trail Pass
Weekend is Feb. 1-2

two days. Please note that snow
levels are low and sKi trails have not
been groomed yet as of this writing.
For up-to-date Lincoln County trail
conditions, log on to co.lincoln.
wi.us or call the Trail Hotline at
715.539.1033.

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

On Aging and Invisibility

While aging can bring invisibility, it can
also bring clarity. Freed from the need
to prove ourselves or chase

spent a lifetime building. The
network of friends, family,
and community that once
anchored us starts to loosen.
The lives we touched, and that
touched us, continue on—but
often without us in the same
role. In the fourth quarter
of life, we find ourselves
gradually diminished, both in presence
and influence.

Retirement marks a turning point. Once
the initial transition settles, the mutual
accord of separation sets in—we are no
longer integral to the rhythm of daily
work. We search for ways to fill our days,
to occupy time, and to maintain purpose.

Yet as life plods on, our involvement
begins to wane. At family gatherings,
meals, or community events, our voices
may not carry the same weight. Fewer
people ask for our thoughts or lean in to
listen. The slow fade of relevance takes
hold. And then one day, it happens. You
walk into a room—crowded or quiet—and
feel unseen. You have become invisible.

But this need not be the end of the story.

accolades, we can rediscover
what truly matters. We can
focus on what is eternal—
love, kindness, and wisdom—
sharing it in ways that go
beyond words.

Invisibility is also a kind of
freedom. It gives us the space
to observe, reflect, and create
without the distractions of
being in the spotlight. We can use this time
to mentor others, pass on our stories, and
nurture relationships that bring depth
rather than breadth to our lives. Our
wisdom, experience, and quiet presence
can still be a source of strength and
guidance for those who choose to notice.

The fourth quarter of life does not have
to be about fading into the background;
instead, it can offer new ways to shine. It
can be a time to embrace the joy of being,
rather than doing, and to show the world—
and ourselves—that the gifts we offer do
not have to diminish with age.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.

THE PEOPLE FOR
PINE CREST

is hosting a public Town Hall forum

“Our Pine Crest, Our County,
our Future”

Salur(lay, February 1st - 10 am
Merrill Expo Center | 303 N. Sales Street

Moderated By: Dorothy Skye -
League of Women Voter’s

Lea'lln the‘-newest informatioh

442537

abo_ut the |mpact of Lincoln

e e

Cou nty’su'ﬁiﬁécessa ry sale of the_J_-

OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, Feh. 18th ¢ S5pm - 7pm
1104 East Third Street, Merrill

Come see what our school is all about.
Visit classrooms and meet our teachers.
For families interested in enrolling children

ages 3-5 for Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten, or

News website
: Kindergarten for the 2025-2026 school year.
contains even e Pre-Kindergarten is M, W, F

more stories and o Preschool is T, TH
phOtOS th at don’t e Full day and half day options are available

. . for preschool programs
fit into our print e Kindergarten is in session M-F full days
edition. 4

Did You

Know?
The Merrill Foto

and part of the WI School Choice Program.

For more information,
~ please contact the school office
at 715-536-7264 or email
schooloffice@stjohnmerrill.org

i -
-:I =
i

www.merrilfotonews.com
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| OBITUARIES |

Bernice C. Schulz

Bernice C. Schulz, 78, of
~ Merrill, passed away Sunday,
- | January 26, 2025, at her home.

Bernice was born August 19,
1946, in Merrill, daughter of]
Lawrence and Hertha (Hinz)
Schult. Her father really
wanted a son, so he oftentimes
called Bernice, ‘Stanley’.

Bernice graduated from
Wausau High School. She was
introduced to Ralph Schulz
through his sister, Elaine.
Bernice and Ralph were
married on June 19, 1965, in
the Town of Scott, Lincoln
County. Bernice worked in housekeeping at Pine Crest
Nursing Home in Merrill for over thirty years. Prior to that,
she worked at Fromm Farms, Tiny Tot, Seeger’s Dairy, and
drove bus.

Bernice was a member of St. John Lutheran Church,
Merrill. She enjoyed fishing and camping, canning, tending
to her flower gardens, and feeding and watching the birds.
She really enjoyed animals of all kind. Bernice loved her
grandchildren and spending time with them.

Survivors include her husband, Ralph Schulz of Merrill;
children, Christine Brown and Gary (Vicki) Schulz both of]
Merrill; grandchildren, Haley (Daleth) Jacobsen and Zachary
T. Brown both of Merrill; and her in-laws, Elaine Hoff,
Dorothy Hagedorn and Ruth Buck all of Merrill, Barbara
Turner of Florida, and Jerome Schulz of New London.
Bernice was preceded in death by her parents, Lawrence and
Hertha Schult; an infant son; sister, Dorothea (Lawrence)
Baneck; and brothers-in-law, Donald Hoff, Milton
Hagedorn, Lloyd Buck, and Arthur Turner.

The funeral service for Bernice will be held at 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday, February 5, 2025, at St. John Lutheran Church,
Merrill. Rev. David Szeto will officiate. Burial will take
place in Snow Hill Cemetery, Town of Scott. The visitation
will be held from 4:00 PM. until 7:00 PM. Tuesday,
February 4, 2025, at Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation
—903 E. Third St., Merrill, and after 10:00 A.M. Wednesday
at the church.

Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.
com

Shannon H. Barden

Shannon H. Barden, age 48, of]
__« Merrill, WI, passed away on

& Thursday, January 23, 2025, at
. Howard Young Medical Center
i in Woodruff, WI.  Shannon

was born in Merrill, WI, on
- May 13, 1976, to Frederick
and Sherry (Benson) Barden.
He was married to Christine
Uttecht on October 2, 2004;
she survives.

Shannon was a 1994 graduate
of the Merrill High School. He
was a talented chef who
worked primarily in Wausau,
WI, at various restaurants
including Hereford and Hops, Green Mill Restaurant and
Bar, and the Hoffman House, which was where he met his
bride of 20 years. He was a gifted musician who spent many
hours in his recording studio. Shannon expressed himself
beautifully through music. A kind and genuine heart, he was
a good listener who loved helping others. Family and friends
knew they could always count on him. Shannon was a huge
animal lover. His cats, Gibson, Bert, Bella, Behr, JJ, and
Munky, were like his children and a big comfort to him. He
played benefits and participated in countless fundraisers for
several humane societies, creating “Metal for Mutts” and
“Cats and Tatts”. His many tattoos told the story of his life.
Survivors include his wife, Christine Barden, of Merrill, WI;
his father, Frederick (Judy) Barden, of Blair, WI; his mother,
Sherry (Daniel) Hodkiewicz, of Merrill, WI; his brother,
Shad (Leidy) Barden, of Missouri; his father-in-law, Ronald
Uttecht; his sister-in-law, Jeannie (Dan) Larson; and his
brother-in-law, John (Sara) Uttecht, all of Birnamwood, WI.
Shannon is further survived by his niece, Gaia Barden; and
his nephew, Hazard Barden. He was preceded in death by his
grandparents, Norman and Reta Benson; and his mother-in-
law, Darlene Uttecht.

A celebration of life gathering will be held on Sunday,
February 9, 2025, at the Town of Merrill Community Center,
from 12:00 PM until 4:00 PM. Generations Funeral Home &
Crematory is assisting the family. You may view Shannon’s
obituary and leave online condolences at generationsfu-
neral.com.

id-Wisconsin

Cremation Society

Direct Cremation

Complete
948 Grand Ave. Schofield

715-359-6488
HonorOne.com

4689

Shirley Olkives

Shirley Olkives, 87, passed
away on January 24, 2025,
peacefully under Compassus
Hospice Care.

She was born on March
24,1937 daughter to Arther and
Elfried Lambrecht Porath.

Shirley married Clifford
Sabatke on September 26,
1953, at Zion Lutheran in
Merrill, they were married for
56 years. He preceded her in
death on February 4, 2010.

She then married Allen
Olkvies on May 16, 2013. He
preceded her in death on

- January 2, 2024.
Shirley worked at Tiny Tot, Hanson Glove and Anson and
Gilkey.

She got her GED, then enrolled in Wisconsin College of
Beauty School and graduated in May 1975. After graduation,
she started at Baimans Beauty Wausau for 1 year. Then she
moved to Lidya Beauty Salon in Merrill, until she opened
her own shop. In 1981, she opened Fashion Fair in her home,
where she did hair until well into her seventy’s. She would
also go and do hair at Taylor Stine Funeral home and Waid
Funeral home, whenever they called. Along with doing hair,
she watched one or more of the grandchildren or great
grandchildren. She would ask if they would like to come
with her to the funeral home, but most of them turned their
nose up; but she had one that loved to tag along.

Before they put up the garage in the back yard, they had a
good side garden. They canned most of what was grown.
Shirley had the best rhubarb plants and made bars with it,
unless one or more the children had pulled the rhubarb to eat
with sugar. Making homemade quilts was a passion of hers,
if she wasn’t giving them as gifts, she was making some for
the veterans at King. She loved to go fishing and would take
the grandkids and great grandkids. Even if no one caught any
fish, she would sit out and fish for hours. She loved playing
cards. Rummy, Zumba Kings Corner and many others with
the brothers, sisters and significant others. She loved to go to
the casino with her sisters and brothers-in-law. She loved to
go to the Brewers games with the family. Shirley was an
avid Packers fan. She enjoyed going up to North Forest
Campground and camp by her brother Ronald along with
family members. She loved to travel with family and friends.
She was an avid lifetime member the Ladies VFW Auxiliary
1638. She was the secretary for more years than we can
count. Shirley was also the President of the Ladies Auxiliary
1638 in 1996, and District President in 1997. Shirley and
Clifford also spent many years doing the Buddy Poppy for
the VFW. She was on the Auxiliary bowling league for many
years, going to the state bowling tournaments. She was a
member of the Ladies Eagles Auxiliary 584.

Shirley is survived by 3 children, Keith Sabatke, Wausau,
Yvonne (Pat) Woller Merrill, LuAnn Steger, Gleason.
Grandchildren, Shawn (Sarah) Sabatke Jacob Sabatke Jason
(Jammie) Woller, Nicole (Pete Berna) Woller, Amy Woller,
Michele Steger, Sara Steger, Rebecca Liss, Nicole Kelch and
TJ Liss. 17 great grandchildren and 7 great great grandchil-
dren, with another due in May.

Shirley is further survived by her brother, Robert (Bernice)
Porath and many nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husbands, Clifford
and Allen, son Dwight, son in law, Steve Steger; daughter in
law, Sue Sabatke; siblings Otto (Selma) Porath; Lavilla
(Albert) Steckling; Grace (Arnold) Raddatz; Lorraine
(Victor) Raddatz; Charlotte (Roman) Labarge; Ronald
(Phyllis and Veronica) Porath and Melvin (Pat) Porath and
Pearl (Leslie) Sabatke.

Services will be held on Saturday, February 8, 2025, at
11:00 am at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill. Pastor Scott
Gustafson will officiate. The service will be live streamed
for those unable to attend in person. Visitation will be held at
the church from 9:00 am until time of service. Friends may
call Friday, February 7, 2025, from 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm at
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral Home (formerly Waid Funeral
Home), 301 Eagle Drive. Burial will follow at Maple Grove
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations in
Shirley memory be directed to Trinity Lutheran Church
Radio broadcast or to Bell Tower Residence.

A special thank you to the nursing staff at Bell Tower for
their compassion and excellent care that they had provided to
Shirley and our family.

A special thank you also to Compassus Hospice for the care
they gave Shirley in her final days.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation Service of Merrill
is assisting the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences are encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstine
waid.com.

We e #r/w fO@ %ow...

As your neighborhood funeral home,
we’re honored to serve you. We believe in
personalized service and in treating families
and loved ones as though they’re our own.

Whatever your wishes, in any way that we
can, we’ll be here when you need us.

TAYLOR-STINE-WAID

@ FUNERAL & CREMATION

301 Eagle Drive ® 903 E. Third Street
(715) 536-4646

www.taylorstinewaid.com

442501

www.merrillfotonews.com

Patrick “Pat” John Beyer

Patrick “Pat” John Beyer, age
56, of Gleason, passed away at
home with his family sur-
rounding him, under the care
of his niece, Gera, and Aspirus
Comfort Care & Hospice Ser-
vices on Friday, January 24,
2025

He was born on August 20,
1968 to his father, the late
Ronald Fox Beyer and his
mother, Constance Kathleen
(Burgener) Fischer. Pat at-
tended Merrill High School
and graduated with the Class
of 1986. He married his high
school sweetheart, Laura Boquist on May 15, 1993.

Through the years, Pat was a computer programmer for the
sheet metal industry. He was employed by Metal Industries,
Skaar Construction, Merrill Manufacturing, Merrill Tool &
Water Jet and Forefront Mechanical. He was previously
working for Tweet Garot and doing work for Merrill Mill-
work through his new business, Beyer Mechanical. Pat also
helped his daughter run LS Forestry Equipment & Food Plot
Seeds.

Pat will be deeply missed by his family and many friends.

Pat enjoyed talking, being outdoors, including field work,
fishing, but most of all, hunting. He loved taking his children
with him. Pat took young kids on youth turkey hunts and on
any outdoor adventure they wanted through Kippenburg
Creek Kids. He was planning on taking his grandson turkey
hunting this Spring and donating his bear tag to him in the
Fall.

Pat is survived by his wife of 31 years, Laura; daughter, Tri-
cia (Doug) Evans of Gleason; son, Travis (Skylar Herdt)
Beyer of Merrill; four grandchildren, Tyson, Violet, Robert
and Lilyann Evans; mother and step-father, Constance “Con-
nie” and LeRoy Fischer of Merrill; mother-in-law, Rose Bo-
quist of Gleason; siblings, Cheryl “Sherry” Henrich of We-
ston, Larry (Lorri) Beyer of Wolf Point, MT, and Mike
(Denise) Beyer of Gleason; brothers-in-law, Sigmund Pod-
gorski of Wausau, Aaron (Krissy) Boquist of Gleason and
Carl (Ranee Lott) Boquist of Deerbrook; along with many
nieces and nephews. Pat was preceded in death by his father,
Ronald Beyer; maternal grandparents, Herman and Violet
Burgener; paternal grandparents, William and Jessie Beyer;
sister, Nancy Podgorski; nephew, Michael Zuelsdorff; father-
in-law, Robert Boquist; and brother-in-law, Lucas Boquist.
The funeral service for Pat will be held on 11:00 A.M. Fri-
day, January 31, 2025 at Luther Memorial Lutheran Church,
Gleason. Rev. Greg Laska will officiate. The family will re-
ceive friends beginning at 9:00 A.M. Friday at church. Tay-
lor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation, Merrill, is assisting the
family. Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstine
waid.com
The family would like to thank Gera Zuelsdorff for taking
care of her uncle, Pat, the last few weeks. Your care and
kindness will never be forgotten.

Marshfield Clinic
blood drive in Merrill
seeks donors

Marshfield Clinic Health
System’s  blood supply
partner, Versiti, will host
a blood drive at Marshfield
Clinic Merrill Center, 1205 ins are allowed, but
O Day St., in Merrill on registration is encouraged
Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025, from  at: donateblood.versiti.
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. org/donor/schedules/

donate blood is welcome
to attend, and all donors
will receive a free pint of
Culver’s custard. Walk-

Anyone eligible to drive_schedule/11598994.
We Have
-~ Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over
100 Monuments In Stock — s
e Merrill
¢ Custom Etching Monument
* Pre-Need Monuments N2182CTHK &
Merrill, WI 54452 &

* Final Dates & Inscriptions
* Custom Cemetery Work ~ 715-536-6654

o EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com P
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm

r T YOUR FAMILY’S
| gl g e mORTEd WRE 2 gy, Mg PERSONAL MEMORIALIST
I i

o

B )

=t

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

FROM SELECTION TO DESIGN TO SETTING,
ALL OF OUR WORK IS PROUDLY DONE IN - HOUSE
20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI ® 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com
Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

2861
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If you would

Linda Marie Woller

Linda Marie Woller, age 67,
passed away at her home in the
Town of Berlin on Saturday,
January 25, 2025. She was
born on September 13, 1957 to
the late Richard and Florence
(Eberhardy) Beilke Sr., in
Wausau, Wisconsin.

Linda caught the eye of Dean
Woller while in high school
and were united in marriage on
March 27, 1976 at Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in the Town of Berlin. Shortly
after marriage, her and Dean
purchased their farm where
they dairy farmed for 17 years. Linda also worked as a chef]
at Willow Springs. Linda was an amazing cook and Dean
can happily say he never starved.

Linda was stubborn, funny and loved to talk. She enjoyed
crocheting, gardening, canning, ceramics and baking many
goodies for those she loved. She taught Sunday School for
many years and ran the Script program for a few years at
church.

Faith was extremely important to Linda and always made
the effort to attend each Sunday. Linda will be very missed
by her family, friends and her animal companions.

Linda is survived by her husband, Dean Woller, children:
Chris (Wendy) Woller, Jeremy (Linda) Woller, and Matthew
(Jackie) Woller, grandchildren: Kenzie, Jackson, Parker, and
Stella, step-grandchildren: Tearsa (Noah) Vanenkevort,
Jonathan Chandler, Lana Chandler, Brantley Berger, and
Mariah Ratsaphonh, step-great-grandchildren: Garth and
Ariella Vanenkevort, brother Brian Beilke, siblings-in-law:
Todd (Lana) Woller, Lisa Koenig, Jon (Lynn) Woller, Kent
(Tami) Woller and Terry Beilke, mother-in-law: Jalaine
Woller, her beloved dogs: Dutches and Maggie, and many
nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her daughter, Angela Woller,
parents, brother Richard Beilke Jr., father-in-law, Gordon
Woller and brother-in-law Craig Woller.

A funeral service will be held on Friday, January 31, 2025 at
11:00 am at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
Town of Berlin. Rev. Andrew DeGier will officiate. A
visitation will be held on Thursday, January 30, 2025 from
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Taylor-Stine Funeral Home, 903 East
Third Street, Merrill, WI 54452. A visitation will also be
held on Friday, January 31, 2025 from 9:00 am until the time
of service at the church. Interment will take place at
the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery in the
Town of Berlin.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in loving
memory of Linda to the Northland High School and/or
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

Donald “Fritz” Taylor Jr.

Donald “Fritz” Taylor Jr., age
62, passed away on Thursday,
January 16, 2025, in Rochester,
MN, after a long and coura-
geous battle with cancer. He
was born on July 2, 1962 to
Donald L. and Carol “Joy”
(Gleisner) Taylor Sr. in Wood-
stock, IL. Fritz fell in love with
| Rebecca Owens, and the two
were united in marriage on
October 21, 2000 in Merrill, a
union lasting almost 25 years.

Fritz was a very skilled auto
mechanic and worked for his
dad at their family business.
During his younger years, he enjoyed hunting and was an
avid bowler, winning numerous trophies and was inducted
into the Bowling Hall of Fame. When he was a boy, Fritz
was active in the Pioneer Club. In his pastime, he looked for-
ward to playing golf, listening to music, woodworking with
his dad, watching movies with Rebecca and carefully mani-
curing his lawn. Fritz enjoyed his family, and cherished the
family get-togethers, especially at Christmas, where he
would cook for the family. Recently, the family had taken a
trip to Alabama to visit family, and to Florida and Georgia; a
trip that has become a very special memory for his family.
Fritz was a member at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill.
He is remembered as a jokester, that had a witty and fun
sense of humor. Fritz remained positive and upbeat through-
out his cancer journey and had a good attitude. He will be
missed dearly, but will remain in the hearts of his family and
friends forever.

Fritz is survived by his parents: Donald L. and Carol “Joy”
(Gleisner) Taylor Sr., wife: Rebecca Taylor, sons: Nicholas
and Christopher Taylor, sister: Debbie (Kevin) Trader,
brother: Dale (Kelle) Taylor, 3 nephews: Taylor (Brittany),
Noah and Ian, mother-in-law: Karen Owens, brother-in-law:
Frank (Michelle) Owens, sister-in-law: Wendy Owens and
last, but not least, Fritz’s buddy and companion: “Rascal”.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents: Bernie and
Clara Gleisner, father-in-law: Alan Owens, sister: Deanna
Taylor and several aunts and uncles.

The funeral service for Fritz will be held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 23, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Merrill. Rev. Scott Gustafson will officiate. Visitation will be
held on Wednesday, January 22, 2025, from 4:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. at Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation at the
301 Eagle Drive location, Merrill, and again on Thursday,
January 23, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the ser-
vice, at the church. Cremation will take place at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, family requests that donations in Fritzs
name be directed to the Trinity Lutheran Church and School.
A special thank you to the nursing staff in the oncology unit
at the Marshfield Medical Center — Weston, and Dr. Paul
Thompson at the Marshfield Medical Center — Merrill, for
their compassion and the excellent care that they had pro-
vided to Fritz and his family.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.
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BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 14, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Phyllis Louise Monka
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 03
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
1/21/1935 and date of death
12/27/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1806 W. Jackson
Street, Merrill, WI 54452,
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Stephanie Springborn
N2395 Gen Drive
Merrill, WI 54452
715-218-8496
Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

informal

DATE SIGNED: January 27, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DARWIN BERNDT
DOD: 01/11/2025
Amended
Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 25-IN-04
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/25/1947, and date of death
01/11/2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W5371 Park Avenue,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E
Main St. Merrill, Wisconsin, Br, 3
Hearing Room, before Becky Byer,
Probate Registrar, on February 27, 2025
at 10:00 A.M.
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 9, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452, Room 2nd Floor.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or addresses are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
W. Erich Scherr
1029 E. Main St, P.O. Box 176, Merrill,
WI 54452
715-536-8371 Bar Number 1031423
Published 1/30/25, 2/6/25 & 2/13/25
WNAXLP

informal

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 16, 2025

Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Dale C. Woller
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 06

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-

tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth

10/02/61 and date of death 01/11/25,

was domiciled in Lincoln County, State

of WI, with a mailing address of 405 N

Prospect St.

3. All interested persons waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim against

the decedent's estate is 04/25/25.

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln

County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,

Room Probate.

Tori Smith (Woller)

416 N 6th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401

715-571-8499

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 17, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Gregory Keith Cegielski
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 07

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth
3/23/1973 and date of death 1/09/2025,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
W8447 HWY 64, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 2, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.

Rory Cegielski
325 Central Ave., Medford WI 54451
715-560-5434

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25

WNAXLP

ADVERTISE
HERE

715-536-7121

BY THE COURT:
/S/IHON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
DATE SIGNED: 01/21/2025
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 25-CV-06
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Jacob Joseph Emil Kummer-Wotruba
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Jacob Joseph Emil Kummer-
Wotruba
To: Jacob Joseph Wotruba
Birth Certificate: Jacob Joseph Emil
Kummer-Wotruba
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name:
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
Courtroom
1110 East Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 03/20/25
Time: 10:30 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/30/25, 2/6/25 & 2/13/25
WNAXLP

Hon. Galen Bayne-

LAW OFFICE OF GREGORY J.
STACKER LLC
1220 N. 6TH St., Suite #3
Wausau, WI 54403
715-845-9211
Fax: 715-842-9317
Date: January 21, 2025
To: Christopher Stillwell
W5793 Joe Snow Road
Merrill, WI 54452
VIA MAIL, PERSONAL SERVICE &

PUBLICATION
Re: NOTICE OF DEFAULT ON LAND
CONTRACT DATED 3/8/24,

RECORDED BY LINCOLN COUNTY
REGISTER OF DEEDS ON 4/22/2023,
AS DOCUMENT NO. 569436 WITH
DML Income Trust, Dennis or
Margaret Lerch, Trustees

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE as follows:

1. That you are in default of your
payment obligations under the above
Land Contract for the Purchase of W
5793 Joe Snow Road, Merrill, Wl 54452
(Copy attached) in that the monthly
payments of $601.75 were due on the
1st of the each month, but you made
your last payment of $300.00 on or
about August 1, 2024, and have made
no payments thereafter, so that as of
January 1, 2025, you were delinquent in
the amount of $3010.50 plus $601.75
for each additional month until you cure
your default.

2. That you are also in default in the
Land Contract prohibited you from
committing waste or allowing waste to
be committed on the Property, and were
required to keep the Property in good
tenantable condition.

3. That you have 30 days following
written notice to you to bring the
payments on the Land Contract current
and to return the Property to good
tenantable condition, and that upon your
failure to cure your defaults within 30
days, the entire outstanding balance of
the Land Contract will become
immediately due and payable [See
Land Contract, page 3, 3rd paragraph
after B] and the default interest rate of
12% per annum will become effective as
of the date of your initial default.

4. You are also notified that the Land
Contract Vendor will commence a land
contract foreclosure action, with a period
of redemption to be set by the Court to
be conditioned on full payment of the
entire balance of principal, interest, and
attorney fees and a determination that
all amounts previously paid on the Land
Contract will be forfeited as liquidated
damages.

5. This Notice is from a Debt Collector.
Any information obtained may be used
to collect this debt and/or realize on the
security for the debt. The Fair Debt
Collection Practices notice has been
mailed to your last known address.
Dated this 21st day of January 2025

Isl Gregory J. Stacker

Law Office of Gregory J. Stacker LLC
Attorneys DML Income Trust

1220 N. 6th St., Wausau, W1 54403
Voice Phone 715-845-9211

Email Greg@stackerlawoffice.com
Published January 30, 2025 WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: January 6, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LYNN J. HENRICH
DOD: 11/30/2024
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 01
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
03/29/1949 and date of death
11/30/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of N1245 Wisconsin
River Road, Merrill, W| 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/25.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office.
Kourtney E. Imig
835 Fifth Avenue, Antigo, W1 54409
715-623-2905
Bar No. 1115847
Published January 16, 23 & 30, 2025
WNAXLP

informal

like to be
included in
our Business
Directory,
please call

119-936-121

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 8, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Penny Jo Wenzlick
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 02
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/16/1952 and date of death
12/30/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 109 N. California St.,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Jamie Amelse
714 S. State St, Apt 3, Merrill, W| 54452
715-212-5240
Published January 16, 23 & 30, 2025
WNAXLP

informal

Park City Credit Union (PCCU) in Merrill held a “Share

the Care” event and collected supplies for the Lincoln

County Humane Shelter. Here PCCU employees bring in

the food, kitty litter, and cleaning supplies they collected.
Submitted photo.

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING NOTICE

Early voting for TOWN OF MERRILL residents for the
February 18th, 2025 Spring Primary, will begin at the Town of
Merrill Community Center, W4594 Progress Ave. on Tuesday,
February 4th.

Voting hours are:
Tuesday ¢ February 4th

Thursday * February 6th

Tuesday ¢ February 11th

Thursday * February 13th
Friday « February 14th

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
Published January 30, February 6 & 13, 2025

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

442244

WNAXLP

Alderperson Recruitment

District No. 5

The Merrill Common Council is seeking District No. 5
residents interested in serving as alderperson.

A Notice of intent form is available on the City website, the
City Clerk’s office or at the Treasurer counter at City Hall.

Deadline for letter of intent form is noon on Tuesday,
February 4, 2025.

Interviews will be conducted on Tuesday, February 11 ata
special Committee of the Whole (time to be determined).
The newly appointed alderperson will begin their term at
the February 11" Common Council meeting.

Published January 16 & 30, 2025

NOTICE OF

439765

WNAXLP

PUBLIC TEST

Notice is hereby given that public testing of the
DS200 Tabulating Equipment and the ExpressVote
machines being used in the City of Merrill for the
February 18, 2025 Spring Primary is scheduled to
begin at 1:00 P.M. on Monday, February 10th. The
testing will be conducted in the Common Council
Chambers, 1004 East First Street.

Lori L. Anderson-Malm
City Clerk

Published January 30, 2025

440037

WNAXLP
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Merrill Wrestling Program inducts two new
members into their Hall of Fame

On Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025, the Merrill Wrestling
Program inducted two new members into their Hall
of Fame, in conjunction with a Wrestling dual against
Marshfield and Youth Night, making for an exciting
evening for Merrill Wrestling.

Kevin Steidinger and Chad Meyer were officially
inducted into the 2025 Merrill Wrestling Hall of Fame
(HOF).

Kevin Steidinger

“It was awesome, two of Merrill’s finest coming
back to be a part of this dual,” said Merrill Boys
Varsity Wrestling Head Coach Brian Suchocki.
“Chad and Kevin are great representatives of Merrill
Wrestling. They were able to come down to our warm-
up before the dual and meet the guys. I think that
helped set the tone for the night.”

Kevin wrestled Varsity for three seasons from 1982-
1984. When he was a Senior, the Jays finished second
in the State Wrestling Tournament. Steindinger
finished his Senior year with a 28-6 record and a
third place finish at State. He was also a Badger State
Champion and his 21 pins were a school record. As
a Junior, Steidinger was a Regional and Sectional
Champion and the team won a Wisconsin Valley
Championship and was the number-1 ranked dual
meet team in the state. He was a Wisconsin Valley runner
up all three years and had 69 career wins.

After high school graduation, Steidinger continued
wrestling for the University of Wisconsin-Madison from
1984-1988. He graduated in 1989 with a degree in Special
Education and taught in Wisconsin, Florida, and N.
Carolina where he retired after 30 years. It was there he met
his wife, Ruth, and they had twin daughters, Bennett and
Carson. In 2006, Steidinger was a finalist for Teacher of the
Year in Wake County Public Schools. He continues to work
part-time teaching special education classes at Cary High
School in N. Carolina.

During his teaching career, Kevin coached football,
wrestling, and track and field. He was the Head Wrestling
Coach at Edgewater High School in Orlando for three
seasons and able to help turn around a struggling wrestling
program. In his second year, he had two Conference
Champions and two State qualifiers. In his last year, he had
a young team that performed well, with the core of that
team going on to win a District Championship.

“Iamindebted tomy parents and family for their sacrifices
and encouragement,” Steidinger said. “Also, the support

From L to R: 2025 Merrill Wrestling Hall of Fame inductee Chad Meyer,
Coach Roger Wendorf, and Hall of Fame inductee Kevin Steidinger.

Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

of the Merrill Wrestling family and Wrestling Club was
instrumental in my development as a wrestler and person.
They fed me, gave me rides, encouraged me, and made it
possible to spend the long hours and days that wrestling
demands. I spent numerous Friday nights at a teammate’s
house so I could attend a Saturday Tournament.”

Recalling his coaching career at Edgewater, Steidinger
said: “I was a young and inexperienced coach. I based my
philosophy and workouts on what I learned while wrestling
at Merrill. I had phenomenal coaches and mentors; Roger
Wendorf, Leo Leiskau, Randy Hill, Arvo Britten, and Dave
Belfiori. They stressed fundamentals, hard work, and
relationships. Those foundations helped me establish a
bond with my wrestlers as they developed a love for the
sport. I am proud that two of my wrestlers became coaches
in the area.”

“I would like to thank the Merrill School Board and
Administrators for their support, particularly Mr. Lanny
Tibaldo and Mr. Jack Ader,” he said. “I started wrestling
halfway through the season of my eighth grade year. Coach
Britten called my parents and convinced them to let me
‘try’ wrestling (he did the same for football). I would never

have been able to compete in sports if it wasn’t for
the after-practice activity bus. I spent many hours
being the only student on the bus taking me home
to Little Chicago. That community support made my
participation and accomplishments possible. Thank
you.”

“I am humbled and honored with this recognition,”
Steidinger said. “The lessons from wrestling have
guided me through the highs and lows of my life. I
have many fond memories of teammates, practices,
dual meets, and tournaments while wrestling for
Merrill. Go Jays!”

Chad Meyer

Chad Meyer was a two-year Varsity wrestler for
Merrill at Heavyweight with a combined record of 53—
19. In those two years he scored 71 take downs, 31 pins,
and 277 team points. He went 17-0 in dual meets. His
Senior year, in 1989-1990, Meyer was one of the Merrill
Varsity Wrestling Team Captains, won the Legion
Award, had a 30-9 record, and took second place at
State. In his two-year high school wrestling career,
Meyer was a Wisconsin Valley Conference Champion,
two-time Regional Champion, two-time Sectional
Champion, and a two-time State qualifier.

Meyer grew up watching his older cousins
participate in wrestling and basketball, so he wrestled from
first through fourth grades, then played basketball from
fifth grade until his Freshman year. “During those years
of playing basketball, I always had Roger Wendorf in my
ear telling me that I should go out for wrestling,” Meyer
said. “So finally after my Freshman year, I was talking with
Roger again, and he told me I should go out for wrestling.
Plus, he said I was too short to play basketball and I was
built like a wrestler.”

“After hearing him say it that way, I finally decided
to start wrestling again my Sophomore year on JV,” he
said. “So I would like to say thank you to Roger Wendorf
for being so persistent and getting me back involved with
wrestling again.”

“I also would like to thank all of my coaches: Roger
Wendorf, Leo Leiskau, David Branvold, Scott Areneson,
plus thank all the alumni that would come back to practice
and make us work hard,” Meyer said. “I especially would
like to thank Leo Leiskau for wrestling with me in practice
everyday and pushing me to get better.”

Meyer lives in Merrill with his wife, Beth, and has a son,
Kole. He has worked at Reindl Printing for the past 33 years.

BINGO IS BACK!
Sunday, Feb. 2" ¢ 4PM

Bingo Special — 3 Chicken Legs only $3

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs.  Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Glosed Tues. & Wed.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | f|

601 Johnson St., Merrill * 715-536-5108

[ RSN e SELLELAGS I Ak |

& NTC CHRISTTAN
8 ACADEMY

3yr. Old Preschool & 4yr. Old Pre K
Kindergarten - 12" Grade

OPEN HOUSE

N2519 Hwy K, Merrill, WI

442642

Monday, February 3rd -

Thursday, February 6th

8:00-2:30 (all walk-ins welcome)
Any other time (by appointment only)

¢ Classroom Visit
 School Tour
« Informational Packets
o Meet Teachers

442857

Laying a Godly Foundation for your child’s future.

Appointments preferred, but not required

call 715-536-6855

442178

! wFagles Club &=

1205 N Lake St. * Merrill, W 54452 ——

m Open to the Public * (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

DINNER SPECIALS FOR JANUARY & FEBRUARY

TUESDAY NIGHTS | FRIDAY NIGHTS
FEB. 4TH - JAN. 31ST -
LIVER & ONIONS | COCONUT SHRIMP

FEB. 11TH - RIBS ' FEB. 7TH - PERCH
DINNER SERVED FROM 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

| Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com |

COSMO Kipse$5.00
Theatre SENIORS ¢ $5.00
Main St.  Merrill ADULTS ¢ $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
1/31/25 TO 2/6/25
Mondays All Seats $5.00

EST.1933
FOR A GOOD OLD TIME

GREEN AND GOLD 11420 S. County Rd. K,
' “PG13” (1HR 39MIN) N Merrill Wi » 715-536-9391
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.

! 10 200 - . | 11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM | 2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in « Takeout « NO Delivery

[ scturday & sunday |
L]

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM :
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

L]
¥ DOG MAN

L “PG” (THR 29MIN)
3‘ FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM

Breakfast 7Zam-1lam
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s

| SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9.00PM 'y $5 Burger & Home Fries
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM Dine-in only & additional

" MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM A" toppings are extra.

\ Sunda & Tuesda
' WOLF MAN Broclsed Chicken 2

R (1HR 43MIN)
K 12 Noon-8pm
& FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM P

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

. ' SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM

f SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

,‘ MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM
www.cosmomovies.cor[{

Red Granite Bar & Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Finduson ¥

715-536-4473

375083

Area Events & Entertainment
nity Ca_lendar

Feb. 1 - Puzzles & Pints at
Sawmill Brewing Co.

Feb. 1 - Rotary Uncorked
2025 at Les & Jim’s

Feb. 1 - Ice Age Trail
Snowshoe Hike/Underdown
Snowshoe Adventure

Feb. 1 - Gleason Ice Racing
Feb. 1 - Merrill Ice Drags
Feb. 1 - Ultimate Ice Racing
at Merrill Fairgrounds

Plautz ‘s
." RPub...

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

MONDAY e Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. * Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 11am - Close

SUNDAY e Noon - 6pm

LIVE MUSIC BY
GEOFF LANDON
7:30 - 10:30pm
* DRINK SPECIALS

442641

* BUCKET SPECIALS

Feb. 1 - Ice Cream for
Breakfast Day at Cosmo
Hall

Feb. 7-23 - Love the Littles
Diaper Drive

Feb. 8 - Winter Craft &
Vendor Sales

Feb. 8 - Merrill Ice Drags
Feb. 8-9 - Merrill Ice
Reflections Ice Skating
Show

Feb. 14 - Free Swing
Dance Basic Lessons at
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church

Feb. 15 - Knights of
Columbus Ice Fishing
Tournament

Feb. 15 - Gleason Ice Oval
Races

Feb. 15 - Merrill Ice Drags

For more
information,
go to:
merrillchamber.org/

events
or contact the
event sponsor.
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Drive winter blues away by spending time outside

Lower stress, boost
mental health, power
up your memory by
getting outside

Winter blues got you down? Spending
time outside can help boost your mood and
both your physical and mental health.

“Getting outside in the wintertime
can really help your state of mind,” said
Kris Kiser, President of the TurfMutt
Foundation, an organization that has spent
the last 15 years advocating for outdoor
living and the care and stewardship of our
yards, parks, and other green spaces, for the
benefit of all.

“Just twenty minutes outside can
make a big difference for your mood and
mental health. It might take a little more
preparation and planning but it’s doable
with the right outdoor wear,” he said.

The TurfMutt Foundation offers a
few reasons why getting outside in the

.

wintertime is good for you:

Outdoor time elevates mood.
Exposure to natural light—even in the
shorter days of winter—raises levels of
serotonin, the body’s “happy chemical.”
Sunlight is also a good way to get a natural
dose of vitamin D, which is good for bones
and the immune system.

A little goes a long way. Recent
research suggests that spending just a few
minutes walking outside may enhance
mood, memory, and the ability to absorb
new information. Just five minutes can
improve your mood, according to research.

More calories are burned when it’s
cold. Being outside in colder temperatures
requires your body to work harder to keep
you warm. Consequently, more calories are
burned. Engage in a friendly snowball fight
with the Kkids or take a walk with Fido torev
up metabolism and have a little fun.

T.B. Scott Free Library

k.| ; i,
S

Activity boosts immunity. According
to MedlinePlus, exercise helps decrease risk
for heart disease, maintains bone health,
and can help flush bacteria out of the lungs
and airways.

Nature’s benefits can relieve
stress—fast. A study from the University
of Michigan concluded that spending just
20 minutes in a natural setting reduces the
level of cortisol, the stress hormone.

Memory improves. Researchers at the
University of Michigan conducted a study
that revealed walking in a natural setting
versus an urban one improved recall ability
by nearly 20 percent.

You don’t have to go far. Yard workisa
good way to log time outside, maintain your
property, and prepare your yard for spring.
Just remember if you’re using a snow
thrower, chainsaw, or other outdoor power

equipment, read the owner’s manual first
and follow all manufacturer’s instructions,
and never disable safety features.

There’s less daylight in winter,
so it’s important to pay attention
to your surroundings. You may want
to wear a head lamp, reflective clothing,
or bring along a flashlight, so you can see
and be seen. Never exercise outside when
the temperature or windchill is below
-10 degrees Fahrenheit due to the risk of
frostbite.

TurfMutt, which celebrated its 15th
anniversary in 2024, was created by the
Outdoor Power Equipment Institute’s
(OPEI) TurfMutt Foundation and has
reached more than 70 million children,
educators, and families since 2009.
Featuring Foundation spokesdog,
Mulligan the TurfMutt, and through
education partners such as Weekly Reader,
Discovery Education, and Scholastic,
TurfMutt has taught students and teachers
how to “save the planet, one yard at a
time.” TurfMutt’s long list of educational
accolades and more information can be
found at TurfMutt.com.

GLOVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

receives $10,000 PLA grant

T.B. Scott Free Library
in Merrill was one of
five Wisconsin libraries
and more than 130 public
libraries to receive a Public
Library Association (PLA)
grant for the purpose of
hosting a digital literacy
workshop between Dec.
2024 and May 2025. The
grants were funded by a $2.7
million contribution from
AT&T. “The T.B. Scott Free
Library is, most definitely,
a tech hub for Merrill
and the surrounding
communities,” said Laurie
Ollhoff, Director at the T.B.
Scott Free Library. She
confirmed the T.B. Scott
Free Library received a
$10,000 PLA Digital Literacy
Workshop Incentive Grant.

The PLA Digital Literacy
Workshop Incentive and the
new PLA Digital Navigator
Workshop Incentive
support public libraries in
their work of improving
basic digital skills among
families and communities.
The workshops will utilize
DigitalLearn training
materials, created in
collaboration with AT&T,

that are freely available library.”
to anyone through Workshops  will  be
DigitalLearn.organd AT&T offered on eight digital
ScreenReady. literacy topics. Courses
This cohortis thethirdto cover basic technology
participate in the expanded  skills which include
national initiative and topics such as internet
collaboration between use, video -conferencing,
PLA and AT&T. Since 2022, cybersecurity, and using

PLA has helped nearly 400
public libraries conduct
more than 3,800 workshops,
training more than 19,000
learners across 45 states
through its digital literacy

mobile devices.

PLA Digital
Workshop

incentive programs. This patrons with ongoing,
new cohort will increase individualized  guidance
the number of learners with their devices,
libraries can continue to connectivity, and digital
reach. skills. Digital navigators

PLA President Michael are trusted guides
Lambert said, “PLA is who assist community
proud to support public members with ongoing,

libraries in being at the
forefront of boosting digital
literacy skills and bridging
the digital divide in their
communities. With another
year of PLA’s sustained
collaboration with AT&T,
more learners across the
nation than ever before
will get connected to vital
digital literacy skills and
technology resources at the

appropriate

devices, and digital skills.

CLASSIFIEDS

W sE BIG DEALS

about your business?

BUSINESS PROFILE

A Community Update on 2024
You are the community’s future!

¢ What would you like all of the community to know

¢ How long have you been a part of the
community’s success?

e What'’s in your plans for the future?
¢ What makes your company a good place to work?
¢ Would you like to recognize your employees’
contributions to your success?
Share your success and plans with
the people of the area.

Contact the Merrill Foto News office to
be a part of the Business Profile.

MERRILL FDtD
dSNews

(715) 536-7121

What is your f@

v sy g Pty st

435901

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards T < (==

Pork spare Ribs $ 99
1/2 Rack - Fully Cooked - Frozen 3
S— )| §

16/0Z.........c..c.us

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat

BOZONLY 99¢

Potato Chips
Cheddar Sour Cream

10 onNLY

$279

Bacon maple
Sliced - Frozen
U8 oo

eonly $27°

Butter Salted
s 0N $299

U3 (Ferrrerrerreeerezes

Bath Tissue
10 Rolls

[ pe—— |

$599

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 * SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

Recipients of the new
Navigator
Incentive
will utilize DigitalLearn
materials to supportlibrary

individualized support for
accessing affordable and

Sausage Links Butter Quarters Roast Beef
Original - Fully Cooked Unsalted 1/
Frozen SRR L — ony¥2%9 e ony 79°
Lo Shredded Cheese Mushroom
griagliﬁla-guﬁcooked Three Cheese Blend ONLY $899 Pieces, Stems 99¢
- 29 5 IDS rsresssenssssrnssssss s Y a——— |
LT a———)| D $2 Cheddar Cheese Pineapple Juice ¢
Bacon Bits s":;a Sharp, Sliced ONLY $1 49 oz ONLY 99
;I::z Cooked - Frozen ONLY $229 alb R ||‘I ................... Ham Boneless
rovolone Cheese Paphor o E o $1 29
Ham Smoked onwy 5249 6105 ONLY alb
Spiral Cut, Frozen 99¢ 6llbst. o alb -
LY a——— |\ A alb  Cheddar Cheese Salami cotto
Ham Ghost Pepper, Sliced Slcotibiosen ¢
Bone In, Frozen 89¢ 1612)51...?.‘.).”..8. ...... (.: i ................... ONLY $229 16 UZONLY 99
LY ——— | | alb Monterey Jack Cheddar Beef Patties
Cheddarwurst Shredded Cheese UL )= G $499
T $1 99  sws..... e ................... ONLY 1 293 PO~ > — | A 4
Muenster Cheese $0959 Pork Crumbles
Bratwurst original O Y 2 alb Fully Cooked - Frozen ¢
Uncooked - Frozen $1 99 LY y— | | A § 99 alb
LY To— || | A Bacon siiced S
Center Cut - Froz: Ground
Egte? 098 ¢ 1?:: ...... ‘ ..... Iy ONLY $339 80% Lean - Frozen $299
LY ra———— 0 A 99 Chicken Breast o N E Al
Hashbrown Skinless - Boneless Onion Rings
Oval Patties, Froz Frozen Breaded - Frozen
guetesfue  oy$290 L o ony¥199,, et omy 9299

connectivity,

This Week’

Washington Elementary. She was
nominated by Ms. Morgan.

: 2 =
vorite subject I school? ;3
Why?

:Jse | actually

| love music be‘;?‘d g - Boosters
gettosing ¢ school? Annual Meat
- vour favorite part © Raffl
What is YOUr Tyva ‘ s
- ~nds every day:
| get to learn and s&€ my friend Held at
9 9
10 do/become someday? Plautz’'s
ou like '
what would Y Why? socior ) Pub
would like o becom® & .
‘ to help peoPe: ha Raised
hool w1
e A grad st SO S uppo $1,900
Adia s réz“ ?e tiatbr‘\ghtens the cﬁssmomvironmem where everyone 9
Posmve attit tes create @ inclusive e but also embodies as_qn?\y
for her classmates 1y a hard worker bU ering positivity
feels valued. Ariais r-‘fetso&zse around her. Hefd\l“:V (?fvthe Week. 5 M yau:
disposition that IMPL C [ty deserving of SWEERTTL s Morgan .
and dedication M@ Hoff Private Wealth
Geiss Meat
INTSRELEX Beaver & Heather Plautz
GROUP InterFlex

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 437476

e Pet of the Week

This handsome boy is Blizzard! He ©
came in as a shy stray and has started ®
to turn into a very nice boy! BIizzard:
would be great in a home that is going to ,
continue to give him the time he needs o
* to adjust to a new life and new home. «

Visit all the adoptable animals at°

"y

s Featured Student is _
SPONSORED BY

Aria Kimmins Rog & Mar Lincoln County Humane Society, 310 *

Daughter of Angela Shellenberger . N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours:

19 and _,O,gqn Jaeger 9 N|ﬂ; 'S Mon-Sat 12-4PM; Sun 12-2PM. Call,
. the shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit

Aria is in the 4th grade at ords J .

N3135 Hwy. 17, Merritl US ON the web at www.furrypets.com. «

435961
® & 06 0 0 0 0 06 & 0 06 0 0 0 o 0 0 0o 0 0 0o 0 0 0o o

Merrill Baseball

442458
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Merrill Varsity Boys Wrestling Team

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Wisconsin Rapids dual

On Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025, the Merrill
High School (MHS) Boys Varsity Wrestling
Team traveled to Wisconsin Rapids (WR) to
compete in a Wisconsin Valley Conference
dual against Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln
(WRL). Wisconsin Rapids is State-ranked
number 2, Merrill Varsity Head Wrestling
Coach Brian Suchocki said. “We had some
good matches against WR, but let a few
opportunities slip,” he said. “Brady Norton
had a nice match getting a tech fall. Brady
came out and really got after it.”

“Carson [Brooks] followed suit with
a nice pin,” Suchocki said. “Dusty
[Schmirler] had the match of the night to
get the win on a last second takedown.”

“Noah [Klug] received a forfeit for the
other win,” he said.

“Rapids is a good team and you have to
fight for everything,” Suchocki said. “As a
team, we can compete with them, but we
have to win every toss up. It’s good to go up
against the best in the state to mark where
we are at.”

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Box Score

Merrill 20 @ Wisconsin Rapids 53

Bluejay Challenge Wrestling
Tournament
On Saturday, Jan. 11, the Varsity Boys
hosted the Bluejay Challenge Wrestling
Tournament in the MHS Fieldhouse,
welcoming teams from 22 other schools:
Abbotsford, Adams/Friendship, Amherst,
Antigo, Athens, Boyceville, Chippewa
Falls High School, Crandon, Edgar, Elcho,
Lakeland Union High School, Menominee
Indian, Mosinee, Neillsville, Nekoosa,
Pulaski, Saint Croix Central, Stanley-Boyd,
Three Lakes, Tri-County, Wausau West,
and Wittenberg-Birnamwood.
“Overall we took fifth as a team at the

=
-

7

- -

Josh Gustum is on the mat in a match against a competitor from Saint Croix Central at Saint

Croix Central for the HOF duals.

Bluejay Challenge,” Suchocki said. “Noah
[Klug] led the way taking the championship
inadominant performance. Noah continues
to develop and improve this season.”

“Callum [Wheeler] had a great
tournament, making it to the
Championship,” he said. “Callum was

aggressive all day. It was good to see him
get after it going into the second half of the
season.”

“Dusty [Schmirler] had another solid
performance, taking third,” Suchocki said.
“Others placing in the top six were Brett
[Suchocki] fourth, Broc [Suchocki] sixth,
Hunter [Opper] sixth, and Carson [Brooks]
sixth. Overall, it was great competition and
we had a solid performance.”

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Team Results

1 Wausau West 393.5

2 Pulaski 366.0

Photo courtesy of Merrill Wrestling Program.

3 Saint Croix Central 354.5

4 Wittenberg-Birnamwood 319.0

5 Merrill 318.0

6 Chippewa Falls 309.5

7 Crandon 249.5

8 Neillsville/Greenw./Loyal 204.0

9 Nekoosa/Assumption/Port Ed.
192.5

10 Antigo 182.0

11 Stanley-Boyd 174.0

12 Edgar 168.5

13 Ambherst 154.0

14 Abbotsford/Colby 152.0

15 Boyceville 147.0

16 Lakeland 127.0

17 Mosinee 114.0

18 Adams-Friendship 102.5

19 Athens 93.5

20 Menominee Nation 64.0

21 Elcho 35.0

22 Tri-County 18.0

23 Rhinelander 0.0

hits the mat across te region

23 Wabeno/Laona/Three Lakes 0.0

DC Everest dual and Parents
Night

Parents Night for Merrill wrestlers was
in the MHS Fieldhouse Thursday evening,
Jan. 16, coupled with a Boys Varsity
Wrestling dual against DC Everest (DCE),
and two ladies from the MHS Girls Varsity
Wrestling Team also participated in this
dual.

“The dual was extremely exciting,”
Suchocki said. “Although DCE came away
with the victory, it was very competitive.
After being down 13-0 as a team, Broc was
able to get things going with a third period
pin. That started some exciting matches.”

“Kendell [Klug] had a wild back-and-
forth match,” he said. “Going into the third
period Kendell was down 17-11. She dug
deep and stayed after it to get the pin. That
match itself was very exciting and helped
motivate the team.”

“Brett [Suchocki] came up next, building
a lead in the match and then ending in
a pin,” Suchocki said. “Brett was really
aggressive and wrestled well.”

“After giving up a forfeit, Callum
[Wheeler] took on State-ranked Deakin
Trotzer. This was a great match for
Callum,” he said. “This is his first time
getting a win over Deakin, and it was a
major decision. Callum scrambled well
and stayed poised throughout the match.
To start the match, Deakin was in on a shot
and Callum defended well to get the first
takedown. After that Callum kept it going.
The win is good momentum for him to take
into the end of the season.”

“Brady [Norton] followed up the win
with a quick pin in 33 seconds,” Suchocki
said. “That was a dominant performance
by Brady. Even though it was the last win
for us, we wrestled well in many of our
losses and gave great effort.”

“I felt we were in better shape and had a
great crowd supporting our wrestlers,” he
said. “It was awesome having two members

Better begins
with great care.

4
ASPIRUS

HEALTH

Better begins at Aspirus Health.

At Aspirus Health, we are committed to your well-being and building
healthy communities. That’s why Aspirus leads first by caring, along with
a strong dedication to excellence.

Find an Aspirus provider.

call 800.847.4707
visit aspirus.org
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of our Girls Wrestling Team join us. Even
though Madlyn [Hunter] lost her individual
match, she battled well and showed great
resilience. That helped us perform well.
We have a tough conference and tough
schedule. Each competition is competitive,
and the team is handling it well.”

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Box Score

D.C. Everest 43 @ Merrill 27

(Merrill was deducted 1 team point
for unsportsmanlike conduct)

St. Croix Central HOF duals

On Friday, Jan. 17, the Boys Varsity
Wrestling Team traveled to St. Croix
Central High School to compete in the HOF
duals. “We took on Hudson, a powerhouse
wrestling program, Division 2 #4 State-
ranked Saint Croix Central (SCC), and
Barron,” Suchocki said. “We had close
losses in both matches against Hudson and
SCC. We followed that with a dominant 63-6
victory over Barron. We wrestled well and
had some chances to win all three duals”

“Remington [Skic], Callum [Wheeler],
Hunter [Opper], Austin [Depies], and
Josh [Gustum] all went 3-0,” he said.
“Remington was aggressive and took care
of business. Callum followed his big win
Thursday with some nice matches. Hunter
wrestled controlled matches and had some
nice shots. It was a good day for him.”

“Austin also wrestled well, getting his
shots and finishing his matches. Josh
came out with a great plan on his feet
and executed it well. Josh wrestled under
control and had a good day.”

“Brett [Suchocki] and Carson [Brooks]
went 2-1,” Suchocki said. “Dusty
[Schmirler], Broc [Suchocki], Will
[Miemietz], and Noah [Klug] went 1-2.
Brady [Norton] was 0-3.”

“We wrestled some tough opponents,” he
said. “The tough competition continues to
help us develop.”

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Team Score:

Merrill 36 @ Hudson 41

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Box Score:

Merrill 31 @ Saint Croix Central 46

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]
Team Score: ____
Merrill 65 @ Barron 6
Marshfield dual |
Merrill took on #11
State-ranked Marshfield
Thursday, Jan. 23, on their
home turf. It was also Hall ==

LMerrill Area Dining Guide

AN

More p

merrillfotonews.com

The Merrill Boys Varsity Wrestling Team celebrates their second place success at the Tournament in Whitnall and two of their teammates—
Photo courtesy of Merrill Wrestling Program.

Callum Wheeler and Austin Depies—reaching their milestones of 100 wins each.

[Brooks] did, as well. Those matches were
very exciting. That brought the match to
35-32 Merrill going into the final match.”

“Noah [Klug] would lose a hard fought
match 3-2, putting the score 35-35,” he said.
“After the tie breakers were figured out, we
ended up losing the dual. Regardless of that
outcome, it was a great night for the fans,
coaches, and wrestlers. Our wrestlers are
wrestling well as a group and competing
for each other. As a coach, I can’t ask for
more. We have some big matches ahead of
us, and we need to keep that momentum
going.”

[Individual results for Merrill
included on our website.]

Box Score:

Marshfield 35 @ Merrill 35

Marshfield wins on tie breaker
with 4 6-point victories compared to
3 for Merrill

Whitnall Invitational
On Saturday, Jan. 25, the Boys traveled

to Whitnall High School for a Varsity
Invitational to compete against multiple

See WRESTLING page 10

]
e
4
bl

Carson Brooks pinning his opponent at 190# on Jan. 23, 2025, in the dual against Marshfield.

Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

of Fame (HOF) Night and |fmws \oy =

Youth Night for Merrill, Inserted into AR ﬁ -l
with two former wrestlers, over 14.200 o o
Kevin Steidinger and Chad ’ Lo ]

Meyer, inducted into the [e & papers! ,"i L £ A
2025 Merrill Wrestling [ Bl Il
HOF. [See separate article.] iy |
The youth were able to get - B 3 - 1

posters signed after the [ T o, .

match by the high school
wrestlers,” Suchocki said.

“The dual was exciting
from start to finish,” he said.
“We had some incredible
back-and-forth matches.”

“Dusty [Schmirler] got
us started with a big pin in
the first period,” Suchocki
said. “Broc [Suchocki] was
able to follow up that with
an 11-6 victory, getting the
team score to 16-9.”

“Remington [Skic] put
four points on the board
with a major decision,” he
said. “Callum [Wheeler]
continued his dominant
wrestling, getting a
technical fall. Callum is
wrestling really well and
is putting things together
going into the end of the
season.”

“Brady [Norton] also
went out very aggressive,
picking up a technical fall.
Following Brady’s match,
the score was 23-20 Merrill,”
Suchocki said. “We traded
pins the next four matches.
Hunter [Opper] picked up a
big pin for us, and Carson

& The dining Guide will now be in the Merrill Profile,

W magazine and inserted into all 14,217 papers._
The Foto News is mailed to all
addresses in the Mﬂl! area!

v Ot D)
SNew
How Mauck yowﬁo& Fleern!

un an ad in the Foto News on February 13
showing your love to that someone special!’

To advertise in
this publication,
contact the
Merrill office at

(715) 536-7121

- F
Noon on Monday, Feb- 10th mgﬁ o

Call 715-536-7121

FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com
or stop by our office at 2011 E. Main St., Mernill

WCPXLP

Each week Wisconsin Community Papers reach

connects the
community

436253

1 million+ homes throughout the state.

Our extensive network of trusted newspapers bring
together readers and advertisers creating a strong
local economy and vibrant community.

Support local businesses by supporting
Wisconsin Community Papers —
together everyone wins!?

WISCONSIN

community papers

For more information
or to advertise, contact:

To advertise in this local WCP publication contact:

Jennifer Gartmann

Tell our

¥

advertisers you

saw themina

FREE Wisconsin
Community

715-536-7121e jgartmann@mmclocal.com
To advertise in the WCP ad network email:

info@mmclocal.com
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| CLASSIFIEDS |

Announcements 7005

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move household &
Cars — CHEAP! Local 414-520-

1612
Firewood 7244
DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

FIREWOOD - mixed hardwood
cut & split. Seasoned 2 years.
3 miles north of Wausau.
FREE DELIVERY within 15 miles
w/surcharge over 15.
$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Guns 7264

WANT TO BUY gun clips, parts,
scopes, old ammo; Colt, S&W and
other gun boxes & grips.
Most any gun-related items.
Call Ron 715-298-0760

g

S ; o
Matthews DXT Bow, hard soft
case, arrows, releases.

Call 715-966-5579.

Wanted to Buy 7268

WANT TO BUY
Old ammunition, gun parts,
and anything gun-related.
Call Ron: 715-298-0760

Dogs nn

AKC  GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS $675!AKC YEL-
LOW/BLACK LAB PUPS $800!
GOLDEN LAB PUPS $400! Call
715-671-3092 (#267331) 2/3

AKC YELLOW BLACK LAB PUPS
AND AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS $800. ALSO GOLDEN RE-
TREIVER CROSS. $500 CALL
715-671-3092 (#267331) 1/27

BERNE DOODLE PUPS! Shots
Vet Ck'd $1000 No Sunday Calls.
715-409-3321 (#495932)1/27

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Wormed Vet Ck’d Health Guar-
anteed $500 Call 715-470-0458
No Text (#509642) 1/20 amnw

CAVASHAN POODLE CROSS
PUPS! Shots DEW Cute $600
715-669-3356 Thorp! (1/27)

Miniature female poodles: |
have two female miniature parti
poodle puppies for sale! 10
weeks old and the parents are
on site. They have their 1st set
of shots and dewormed. Very
healthy. If interested | can send
pics as well. $500.00 1-956-358-
5966

MOYANDOODLE PUPS! $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)1/20sm

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ck'd Ready NOW Can deliver
$700 Call 715-470-0458
(#509642) 1/27 amsm

WELCH CORGI PUPS! Vet Ck'd
Dewormed 1st shots $500 Well
socialized with Kids call 715-745-
6018 (1/27)y

YORKI POO & HAVAPOO PUP-
PIES! DEW, Vet Ck'd and Shots.
Tri Color Chocolate 715-937-9425
(1/27)

Hay and Straw 7288

Hay For Sale, 1st, 2nd & 3rd crop.
Dry and Baleage. 715-965-9370

1292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Agriculture Services

Apartments for Rent 7400
THE MEADOWS
APARTMENTS

1, 2, & 3 bedroom units in
Mamill, W1 For low & moderate
income indhaduals & families

Handicapped accassible

Units Available
Applances, hot water
waber/seear

garbage service provided

Coin-op laundry facility

CoALL MW
T12-580-5360 or
Taoll Free 855-441-8688
Ceartain Income
restrichons apply

&

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

7486

Hunting Land For Sale

Prime Hunting Land 80 Acres
with cabin in Lincoln County.
715-453-8142

Motorcycles 7502

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

Passenger Cars 7538

FOR SALE:

2009 Hyundai Sonata FWD.
Good shape, new tires.
83,500 miles. $6500 obo.
715-355-4408

Skilled Trades 175

Experienced Diesel Mechanic:
$30+/hr, M-F 7am to 5pm. Health,
Life & Disability Insurance, Tool &
Cell phone allowance, Housing
available. Send resume to Wald-
vogel Trucking, W7622 State Hwy
47, Antigo, WI 54409, or call 715-
489-3674

Fallon Aliece Beauty Co. recently held a fundraiser in honor of Zena, a dog they
adopted from the Lincoln County Humane Society last May. They presented a check
for the funds raised to help the other animals at the shelter.

Submitted photo.

WRESTLING
from page 9

schools in duals there. “We
took second place short-
handed,” Suchocki said.
“We were able to get a
shutout in one dual, beating
Racine Horlick/Park 72-
0. Overall, we had a good
performance and we came
outrelatively healthy, which
is important this time of
the year. Dusty [Schmirler],
Broc [Suchocki], and
Callum [Wheeler] came
away with 5-0 records. Brett
[Suchocki], Will [Miemietz],
Hunter [Opper], and
Austin [Depies] went 4-1.
Remington [Skic], Brady
[Norton], Carson [Brooks],
and Josh [Gustum] went
3-2.  Preston [Schuelke]
went 2-2.”

“A huge highlight of the
day is we had two wrestlers

BUSINESS DIREGTORY

% Lakestar allildows

N1629 Rolling Hills Road

Antigo WI 54409

Free Estimates
Custom built to ar
Primary 715-618-83338
Secondary 715-610-9030

lakestarwindows@yodermail.net

size and style

- #ii
2 ()_ Year’s-
Glass Warranty
Lifetime Vinyl
Warranty

440207

_ A‘\_ + Build & Remodel

THORNE CONSTRUCTIONLLE ¢ Complete Remodels ¢ Concrete/ICF Walls

+ Shop/Sheds

FULLY INSURED
b T il

A\ BADGERLAND
mxmenes §TEEL ROOFING

+ CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
EXISTING ROOFING
* 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING
YOUR HOUSE?
TRY A STEEL ROOF!

715-432-5197 Joseph

Thorne

PODEWELT?Z,

Repair Service, LLC

% TRANE'

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

Heating ¢ Cooling * Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill

(715) 536-6791

We’ll Pick it Up

¢ Clam Truck Service

¢ Dumpster Service

¢ Buying Cars & Trucks

SCRAP METAL

2839

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service ¢ Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

aad

RESISTANT

%umn - 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE

 VENTILATED AT PEAK

WoE,
=" TSI - enerov STAR EFFICIENT

SHERWIN-WWILLIAMS.
Coll Cootings

+ SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
- 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRAGCTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE

CGALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

439414

195697

Jerry Stutzman

Do it Once,
Do it Right!

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing
your house?

TRY A
STEEL ROOF!

« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty « 4-Star
Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star

Efficient « 28 Colors Available

715-314-2295

get to 100 wins,” he said.
“Callum and Austin both
hit 100 career wins. Austin
was able to get his 100th
win against  Elkhorn.
Austin has wrestled since
kindergarten and has putin
so much time. He wrestles a
lot in the offseason every
year. Callum has also
wrestled from his youth
and has developed well over
the years. Callum is a great
competitor. I am very proud
of both. It takes a lot to get
to 100 Varsity wins. It’s a
mark that is impressive. I'm
glad both are able to enjoy
this milestone their Senior
year. A lot of their family
was present to enjoy it with
both boys.”

Match #1 Round 1 -
[Individual results for
Merrill included on our
website.]

Box Score:

Merrill 72 -
Horlick/Park 0

Racine

Match #2 Round 2 -
[Individual results for
Merrill included on our
website.]

Box Score:

Merrill 58 -

Menomonee Falls 19

Menomonee Falls’s
team score was adjusted
by -2.0 for 190 back-to-
back unsportsmanlike
conduct

Match #3 Round 4 -
[Individual results for
Merrill included on our
website.]

Box Score:

Merrill 58 - Kenosha
Bradford 23

Match #4 Round 5 -
[Individual results for
Merrill included on our
website.]

Box Score:

Merrill 51 - Elkhorn
Area 24

Match #5 (First Place
Match) - [Individual
results for Merrill
included on our
website.]

Box Score:

Kenosha Indian Trail
55 - Merrill 24

Kenosha Indian
Trail’s team score was
adjusted by -1.0 for
misconduct

@MetroCreative

Level: Intermediate

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

you... In classifieds

Mandatory meetings
announced for Bluejay Trap

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Bluejay Trap
Team is gearing up for
another season. “And we
have a BIG year ahead of
us—defending Conference
Champs and we are hosting
the Conference shoot,”
coaches said.

There are two important

calendars. There will be
a mandatory meeting on
Feb. 18, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at
the Lincoln Gun Club on
Corning Rd. west of Merrill
for all new Bluejay Trap
Team athletes or those
wanting more information
about the team. There
will be a mandatory
meeting on Feb. 25 at 6:30
p.m. at the Lincoln Gun

meetings coming up for
athletes and parents, all returning athletes.
including anyone who Anyone with questions
wants to come to learn can email the coaches at
more about the sport bluejaytrapteam@gmail.
and possibly joining the com or call Coach Ashley
team. Please mark your at715.218.9039.

Club on Corning Rd. for

EXECUTIVE i
DIRECTOR United

MERRILL AREA UNITED WAY, INC.

Merrill Area United Way is seeking applicants to fill our open position
of Executive Director due to the retirement of current Director.

Your local
community
newspaper
is the best
place to look.

This position manages, coordinates the operations of the United
Way organization and supports the volunteer process needed to
implement community-wide fundraising and fund distribution for
the Merrill Area United Way. This is a part-time position with flexible
hours reporting to the United Way Board of Directors.

Qualified applicants must be a self-starter, have strong oral and
written communications skills, broad knowledge of nonprofits,
experience in fundraising and volunteer coordination, comfortable
using MS products, QuickBooks Online and social media. Provide
own transportation for errands and limited travel required.

Submit resume and application no later than February 12th to
delores.olsen@merrillareaunitedway.org

Application and job description are available on the Merrill Area
United Way website.

MERRILLFOTONEWS.COM

440598

WE'RE HIRING! —

2 MERRILL LOCATIONS

m['!é'.'r"-*’ |

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

e 4 10-Hour Days
e Both shifts available
e Possible OT on Friday

e Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

e Retirement & Life Insurance

J Oin our e Paid Holidays and Vacations

' e Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Team! Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month

Child: +$56/Month

2025 Monthly Rates )

430568

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS

PACIFIC

WINDOWS

THE RIGHT
CHOICE

for a rewarding career

Join our team as a CNA!

Wages starting at $24/hour
PM night shift openings
Comprehensive benefits
Tuition reimbursement
Growth opportunities

PTO, 401K, and more

720 East King Road
Tomahawk, WI 54487
(715) 453-2164
recruitment@nshorehc.com

PACKAGING CORPORATION OF AMERICA
TOMAHAWK MILL

PRODUCTION LABORERS

STARTING HOURLY °
WAGE: $28.10

$32.01+ WITHIN 60 DAYS
OF TRAINING

careers.packagingcorp.com

426545

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

Join the Lincoin
Production Grew
in Merrill, Wit

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

Why Join Us?

* Starting Pay up to $22/hr.

¢ First Shift Only - keep your evenings free!

¢ Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance

¢ Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily

* Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

3 WAYS TO APPLY

1. Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
2. Email your resume to

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today
and be part of
something great!

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
3. Go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies
@ Lincoln
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Breaking barriers: Merrill Varsity
female wrestlers shine on the mat

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Westhy High School
competition

The Merrill Girls
Wrestling Team traveled to
Westby High School for a
competition on Saturday,
Jan. 18, 2025. “The team
fared well,” said Scott
Arneson, Head Coach for
the Merrill Girls Varsity
Wrestling Team. “As a
team, they were able to
unofficially score the most
points as a team—so if team
points were scored, they
would have been first. Also
as a team, their record was
approximately 38-13. It was
neat to watch the girls pull
together and cheer for each
other.”

“Some team highlights—
Marissa Miles’ sweet arm
spin, Natalia  Woller’s
comeback OT win over a
wrestler that had beaten her
earlier this season, Bryanna
Doerr’s two ‘perfect’ sweep
singles, and Merin Yates’ ‘I
had her scared moment.””

Individual results:

+ Natalia Woller 3-0,
Kendell Klug 5-0, and
Kaylynn Allen 5-0 all
finished in first place

» Merin Yates 4-1, Marissa
Miles 2-1, Adison Clark 4-1 &
Madlyn Hunter 4-1 were all
2nd place finishers

+ Liberty Fuchs 4-1 took
third place

» Bryanna Doerr 2-3 took
sixth place

+ Shelby Yates 3-2 and
Gracie Vanvuren 2-3 - both
took seventh place

“The Merrill Lady Jays
Wrestling Team has been
busy thus far in January,
and they won’'t be slowing

down any time soon,”
Arneson said.
Tomahawk dual

On Thursday, Jan. 23,
the Merrill Girls Varsity
Wrestling Team traveled
to Tomahawk High School
where they “got to make
history again by competing
in the ‘“first ever’ dual
meet against Tomahawk,”
Arneson said. “By the
Merrill coaches only, it
was called the Northern
Wisconsin River Rumble,
but no matter the name,
Lincoln County wrestling
fans got to see a great
match.”

“The only negative is the
girls missed the great match
going on in Merrill with the
Boys wrestling Marshfield
to a tie,” he said.

“A big thank you goes out
to Coach Garrou and staff,
Ryan Flynn the AD, and the
Tomahawk community for
offering the opportunity to
compete and help promote
the growth of women’s
wrestling,” Arneson said.
“The dual meet was back

and forth, and the crowd
got to enjoy a great battle
between the Lady Hatchets
and the Lady Jays. Merrill
was able to sneak out the
win 37-27.”

“They have a great group
of girls with about 30 on
their team,” he said. “Bob
Garrau and staff are doing
a great job with their girls
program which has been
growing the past few years.”

“The TEAM of 12 that
represented Merrill High
School Varsity were: 100
pounds Natalia Woller, 107
Madlyn Hunter, 114 Gracie
Vanvuren, 120 Lauren
Hoffman, 126 Kendall Klug,
132 Adi Clark, 138 Kaylynn
Allen, 145 Bryanna Doerr,
152 Liberty Fuchs, 165
Marissa Miles, 185 Merin
Yates, and 235 Shelby
Yates,” Arneson said. “The
TEAM (Together Everyone
Accomplishes More)
competed with high energy,
great enthusiasm, and
awesome effort.”

“The weather sure has
been cold, but the Girls
Wrestling Team is on fire!”
he said. “Ok, they have been
wrestling well.”

Saint Croix Falls
tournament

The very next day, on
Friday, Jan. 24, the girls
were at Saint Croix Falls
High School for a huge
team competition. “With
little rest, the girls enjoyed
a 3.5-hour bus ride one-way
to Saint Croix Falls High
School to compete in the 30-
team individual (bracketed
style) tournament,”
Arneson said. “This is the
first double-elimination
style tournament the girls
wrestled in.”

“It came at a great time,
because it will be the same
style for the WIAA Regional
and Sectional Tournaments
coming up,” he said. “This
was a high-level tournament
which included some teams
from Minnesota. All but one
of the girls took a loss on
the day, but their ability to
persevere, shake off losses,
and continue to fight for
the next highest individual
place earned the TEAM a
‘well-deserved’ third place
finish.”

Individual results for
the Saint Croix Falls
Tournament:

100 - Natalia Woller - 1-2

100 - Madlyn Hunter - 6th
place - 3-2

114 - Gracie Vanvuren - 0-2

120 - Lauren Hoffman - 5th
place - 4-1

126 - Kendall Klug - 5th
place - 4-1

132 - Adi Clark - 7th place
-3-2

138 - Kaylynn Allen - 5th
place - 4-1

145 - Bryanna Doerr - 0-2

165 - Marissa Miles - 3rd

place - 3-1

185 - Merin Yates -
Champion - 4-0

235 - Shelby Yates - 3rd
Place - 3-1

Team Results:

Merrill took third
place out of 30 teams

An open invitation

“We still have room for
girls looking to be part of
the excitement of Merrill
Women’s Wrestling,”
Arneson said. “We are
getting in shape, we are
getting stronger, drilling
good technique, and we are
becoming a better team as
well as individuals—one
step at a time.”

“The coaching staff would
like to thank all the parents
for supporting our team and
allowing us to coach their
daughters,” he said. “We’d
also like to thank Merrill
Area Public Schools and Mr.
Chris Hahn for allowing us
to start a women’s wrestling
team this season. The
positive support we have
from the parents, the school,
and the community will
definitely help us reach our
goal to be one of the top girls
wrestling TEAMS in the
state—in the near future.

Next up for the Merrill
Girls Wrestling Team:

+ Another individual-style
double-elimination bracket
tournament at Eau Claire
North on Saturday, Feb. 1

+ A home tournament
on Friday, Feb. 7, at Prairie
River Middle School

» Merrill hosts the WIAA
Girls Regional Tournament
on Friday, Feb. 14, at Merrill

High School

“Come out and see the
girls compete,” Arneson
said. “Don’t forget we

have our Middle School
30-team meet at the high
school on Friday, Jan.
31. and Saturday, Feb. 1.
Merrill hosts our Junior
Jay K-8 Tournament. You
can definitely find some
wrestling matches to watch
in the next two weeks in
Merrill.”

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

r13

v

The Merrill Girls VarS|ty Wrestling Team celebrates taklng third place as a TEAM in a bracketed

tournament with 30 teams.

Photo courtesy of Merrill Wrestling Program.

2025 High

Tues, Feb. 4
Tues, Feb. 4

Thurs, Jan. 30
Thurs, Feb. 6
Thurs, Feb. 6

Thurs, Jan. 30
Thurs, Jan. 30

Thurs, Jan. 30
Sat, Feb. 1
Sat, Feb. 1

Tues, Feb. 4
Tues, Feb. 4
Thurs, Feb. 6
Thurs, Feb. 6

Sat, Feb. 1

SEhEE

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Tomahawk (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tomahawk (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Granton (JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Stevens Point (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Stevens Point (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Wausau West (JV) Home 6:30 pm
Wausau West (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Girls Wrestling (Varsi
Wausau West (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm
Marshfield Invite (Varsity) Away 9:30 am
Marshfield Invite (Varsity) Away 10:00 am
Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV
Wausau West (JV) Marathon  5:00 pm
Wausau West (Varsity) Marathon  7:00 pm
Marshfield (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Marshfield (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Middleton (Varsity & JV) Away T. B.D.
L Sports eroTecTinG | Church|| -
Calendar of events 3
is sponsored by: THE GRE/\TER Ml.ltl.lal
GOOD' | NURANCE

Kory Page, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the week of Jan. 30, 2025. Kory
is a point guard on the Merrill Boys Varsity Basketball Team. He started playing basketball in the third grade at Trinity Wausau
and played there until transferring to Prairie River Middle School (PRMS) in eighth grade. Due to COVID, he was unable to play
competitively there, but he joined the MHS JV2 Team as a Freshman and Sophomore before advancing to Varsity last year.
Similarly, Kory played baseball at Trinity Wausau from third through seventh grades and then joined the MHS JV Baseball
Team as a Freshman. He moved up to Varsity as a Sophomore and has been on the Merrill Varsity Baseball Team since.

Kory works part-time at KB Body Shop in Merrill as a detailer, a job he’s held for about a year and a half. He also volunteers
at his church, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, helping with the PowerPoint presentation during worship and helps his mom as a

teacher’s assistant with the church daycare.

In his free time, Kory likes to hunt (deer, turkey, and duck); hang out with friends; and spend time with family. “I'm a big
family guy,” he said. “We go to my grandpa’s and try to do that every weekend to get everyone together, eat together, play

games, and play cards.”

The son of Dan and Cathy Page of Merrill, Kory has a 2.4 GPA and plans to attend Northcentral Technical College to get a
two-year degree for architectural design and hopes to then work for Modern Builders and Suppliers Inc.

Kory Page

Congratulations from these sponsors:

PROTECTING Church
THE GREATER | Mutual

GOOoD

L

INSURANCE

Real Rewards,

Year After Year

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

INTERFLEX GROUP

Iage is everyibing. Packaging defes i

Nicolet

NATIONAL BANK

800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News
editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to
fotonews@mmeclocal.com





