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Two receive minor
injuries in bus vs.

SUV crash in
Town of Merrill

Two people, including a student, received minor
injuries in a school bus vs. SUV crash last week.

According to a release from the Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Office, on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 7:27 a.m., the
Lincoln County 911 Center received a report of the
collision, which occurred on State Hwy. 17 near County
Rd. G in the Town of Merrill.

The release said a school bus carrying children to
school was northbound on State Hwy. 17 when the driver
attempted to turn westbound onto County Rd. G. The
bus was then struck by an SUV traveling southbound on
State Hwy. 17.

One passenger from the SUV and one student from the
bus were transported by Merrill ambulance with what
appeared to be minor injuries, according to the release.

The bus driver told authorities he thought he had
time to make the turn.

Both vehicles were rendered inoperable and removed
from the scene by a Merrill-area wrecker service.

State Hwy. 17 was closed for a period of time to allow
time for investigation and clean up.

No citations related to the incident had been issued as
of last Tuesday.
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“Being there for each other
has been huge for us. We
love the variety Riverside

Athletic Club gives us.
Variety keeps us from losing
motivation and getting
bored. Our main goal is
consistency.”
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SPORTS = FITMESS ~ FRIEMDS
Established in 1981

www.riversideathletic.com - ... 536-2481

Ben Natzke and
Ali Krohn

439335

Thinking of advertising in the
FOTO NEWS?

WE CAN HELP
YOUR BUSINESS GROW!
The Merrill Foto News is direct mailed by zip
code to over 14,600 homes every Thursday.

Phone:
715-536-7121 | FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com
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2011 E. Main Street
Merrill, Wisconsin
BUSINESS PROFILE
A Community Update on 2024

You are the community’s future!

e What would you like all of the community to know
about your business from 2024?

¢ How long have you been a part of the
community’s success?

e What's in your plans for the future?
¢ What makes your company a good place to work?
¢ Would you like to recognize your employees’
contributions to your success?
Share your success and plans with the people of the area.
Contact the Merrill Foto News office to be
a part of the Business Profile.
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Veterans Day Display Contest

Emily Gibson photo.

Merrill Associated Bank staff
present a $250 check to
Merrill VFW Post 1638. L to
R: Ryan Schwartzman, Corey
Dornbrack (Merrill VFW Post
1638 Commander), River
(Service Dog), Denni Radloff
(Merrill VFW Post 1638
Aucxiliary President), Emily
Gibson, Jamie Peel, Silvia
Carreto, and Missy Fisher.
Submitted photo.

TAXES = PRSRT STD
Page 10 o= Catholic Schools U.S. POSTAGE
2 . PAID
-w) Week Section MERRILL, Wi
\i .8 687 PERMIT NO. 35
; on pages
Catholic Schools pag POSTAL CUSTOMER
ECRWS
YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1956 B MERRILLFOTONEWS.COM THURSDAY, JANUARY 23,2025 B VOLUME 70, ISSUE 4
u u u The Merrill branch
Associated Bank Merrill wins o “ied s von
the Associated Bank

companywide Veterans Day
Display contest again this
year and was able to donate
$250 to the local Merrill
VFW Post 1638.

“Associated Bank runs
a contest across all our
branches for our Veterans
Appreciation Event, said
Emily Gibson, Associated
Bank  Merrill  Branch
Manager/Community
Markets. “Branches are
invited to decorate windows
and create displays
honoring our Veterans. The
pictures are then compiled
and voted on by Branch
Banking Leadership. This
year five branches won and
were able to donate to our
local VFWs.”

“This is the third year in a
row that the Merrill branch
has been one of the winners
for this event,” she said.

“Denni [Radloff] and
Corey [Dornbrack] take
a lot of pride in setting
up this display for us and
even change it up every
year for our customers
and community members
that stop in,” Gibson said.
“ My team and I are super
thankful to have a great
partnership with them
to help us in honoring all
our Veterans, both in and
outside of our community.”

The Merrill Ice Drags kicked off their 2025 racing season with their “Test and Tune Day” on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025.

\/ MARATHON

CHEESE CORPORATION

Joseph Frederick photos.

Join our team, where your
dedication and passion will

be appreciated. You will matter

Advancement Opportunities
Great Benefits Package * Paid Vacation
Employee Appreciation Events
Company Match 401(k)
Check our website for current openings. E.O.E

www.mcheese.com/join-our-team

at Marathon Cheese!
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GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 15!
Open Daily 6am-1pm

SOFT OPEN NOW!

Stop in and check out the “Breakfast Spot”
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427 Grand Ave., Merrill (Formerly Kozy Korner)

I Pet of the Week

Meet Nellie. This goofy girl is full of e
love, life and the zoomies! She loves to e
snuggle, run around, play, and go for e
walks! Nellie is going to be best as the e
only pet in the home. Nellie knows how e
to sit, is crate trained and house trained! o
Nellie would love to find herself a home o
with a fenced in area where she can let o
D¢ Renald 1 her zoomies out and run free! .

‘—F."—'l Visit all the adoptable animals at®
i Lincoln County Humane Society, ®
310 N Memorial Dr., Merrill. Hours:
Mon-Sat 12-4 PM & Sun 12-2 PM. °

SPONSORED BY

Optometrist

*} 715-536-2020

This Week’s Featured Student is

Emma Hoffman
Daughter of
Cory and Kara Hoffman

Emma is in the 3rd Grade at New
Testament Church Christian Academy.
She was nominated by Mrs. Nelmark.
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BAGON SALE! FRESH CITRUS
John F. Martin Hickory Rt:10 (¢ 1F] Oranges
gmoked Ba::on(I - $495 5 s,

omes pre sliced in 5 Ih. S35 01 40 s,

vacuum packs. Incredibly Sweet!

521 for 5 Ibs. * - =
$63 tor 15 Ibs. If:;:o rapefruit
ONE TIME DEAL

530 for s ct.
Fully Cooked, Smoked,
Seasoned Pull Pork
W/BBQ Sauce
Comes frozen in 5 Ib.
vacuum packs.g—7;

$20 for5 b,

WINTER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

Located in Gleason. Al prices subject to change. While supplies last.

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

XX

For more information contact
Willie Kimmons
800-569-3090

WillieAtWickBuildings.com

VISIT US ONLINE
A merrillfotonews.com

USDA and
Wisconsin award
$23.2 million
to projects that
strengthen food
supply chain
infrastructure

Two area
farms receive
a combined
total of nearly
$600,000 in
funding

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Agricultural Marketing

Service (AMS) announced
on Jan. 6, 2025, that it
has partnered with the
Wisconsin Department
of  Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) to award $23.2
million for 30 projects
through the Resilient Food
Systems Infrastructure
Program (RFSI). The 30
Infrastructure Grants
announced then and the
previously announced 41
Equipment Grants total
71 projects in Wisconsin
funded through RFSI to
build resilience across the
middle of the supply chain
while strengthening local
and regional food systems.

“These  Infrastructure
Projects being funded
through the Resilient Food
Systems Infrastructure
program will build
strength and resilience in
Wisconsin’s food system,
diversify agricultural
markets, create new
revenue streams for small

#36373

2024 RAM 2500 Power Wagon
Sale Price $69,530*

#37039,

2025 RAM 1500 Crew CGab
Sale Price $50,852*

2024 RAM 2500 Regular Cab
Sale Price $47,329*

*Plus tax, title, license and service fee.

Brickners

2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee L 2025 RAM 1500 Quad Cab 2025 Jeep Wrangler
Sale Price $43,215* Sale Price $46,030* Sale Price $36,975*

3000 EAST MAIN STREET MERRILL
Phone: (715) 536-2833 < Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)

Park Clty, Inc. LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

CHRYSLER
b ¥y

Visit our web site at www.bricknersparkcity.net

and mid-sized producers,
and provide economic
opportunities for local
communities,” said USDA
Marketing and Regulatory
Programs Under Secretary
Jenny Lester Moffitt. “USDA
is grateful for Wisconsin’s
support strengthening local
and regional agricultural

supply chains.”
“Wisconsin’s  farmers,
producers, and our

agricultural industries are
a critical part of our state’s
economic success and help
make sure we’re getting
food to tables, grocery
stores, and restaurants
across our country and
the world over,” said
Wisconsin Governor Tony
Evers. “I'm incredibly
grateful these investments
will help strengthen our
supply chains and bolster
economic opportunity and
resilience across our state.”

In our area, two
Infrastructure Grant
projects were funded:

+ Red Door Family
Farm in Athens received a
$372,924 grant to construct
a packing shed and cold
storage facility to package
and store their organically
grown vegetables as well as
those of 20 other farms. The
purchase of a refrigerated
truck will allow Red Door
to transport produce
from partner farms and
distribute it to local and
regional wholesalers,
retailers, and food access
organizations such as
Feeding America and
Marathon County Hunger
Coalition.

Cattail Organics
in Athens received a
$193,789 grant to expand
access to fresh produce
in underserved areas in
north central and northern
Wisconsin for customer
segments including
schools, retail, and food
aid organizations. Funds
will be used to expand cold
storage with the purchase
of a set of two coolers that
hook into their washing and
packing shed; the purchase
of a refrigerated box
truck (expanding delivery
capacity to longer distances
and to allow cross docking
for other producers); and
creating safer loading areas
for their farm vehicles,
other farms, and entities
like the Wisconsin Food
Hub cooperative who pick
up with semis or larger
trucks. In addition, funds
will support an ergonomics
and safety training for
their farm staff and other
local farms for packing
and loading produce in
collaboration with Move
Right Injury Prevention
and  Ergonomics this
spring and expanded staff
time for a manager of
5-10 hours/week helping
coordinate new routes and

See USDA page 5



Thursday, January 23, 2025

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Page 3

Cenex brand celebrates local festivals
and community pride With the Hometown

Throwdown Giveback Program
Hometown Throwdown will continue the brand’s tradition of giving back
to communities by awarding $150,000 to fund five local festivals.

On Jan. 7, 2025, Cenex,
the energy brand of CHS
Inc., announced their
second annual Hometown
Throwdown contest. The
contest invites individuals
and  organizations to
nominate their hometown
festival by sharing what
makes their celebrations
unique. This year, Cenex
will award a total of $150,000
to five qualifying festivals,
with the grand prize winner

brand’s

home.

as

receiving $100,000.
Launched in 2023,
Hometown Throwdown

draws inspiration from the
brand’s deep local roots
and builds on its long

history of giving back to the
communities it serves. With

neighborhoods it

festivals were nominated,
3 festivals were selected
finalists
7,000 people voted for the
grand prize winner. The
Norborne Soybean Festival
garnered the most votes
and won the grand prize
of $100,000, while the other

two finalists—the Hayward
Musky Festival and the

retail locations across 19 Roseau Fall Harvest

states, each store is locally = Festival—each received
operated by community $25,000.

members, embodying the “T've never seen

commitment to my community come

being a true part of the together with such heart

calls and determination as

they did for Hometown

Last year more than 500 Throwdown,” said Kyle

Durham, volunteer with the
Norborne Soybean Festival.
“Norborne and Cenex share
a deep-rooted passion for
preserving and celebrating
our community’s spirit
and history. Winning the
prize wasn't just about
the money—it was about

and over

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Looking Past; Looking Forward

Dear Reader,
When the love of your life dies, the
impact is profound and life-

can provide crucial support, but their lives
will naturally continue, and you may find
yourself needing to rebuild

altering. The grief can feel as
though it will never subside,
and the absence of that
person—your partner in all
things—casts a shadow over
even the smallest moments of
your day. The process of losing
them, from illness or sudden
tragedy to the final goodbye, is
one of life’s greatest challenges.

After the funeral is over, the loneliness
often sets in deeply. Friends and family
may surround you for a time, offering
kindness and support, but eventually,
their lives pull them back to their routines.
And there you are, left to grapple with the
silence.

Many who experience such a loss have
shared how the grief feels inescapable.
The memories you shared with your
spouse linger everywhere—in your home,
your daily habits, and even in the way
you think about the world. The ache is
particularly acute when something good
or bad happens, and you instinctively want
to share it with them.

There is no one-size-fits-all answer
to coping with such loss. Each person’s
grief is unique, shaped by the depth of the
relationship and the individual personality
of the one left behind. However, here are
some thoughts that may offer comfort
and guidance as you navigate this painful
journey.

First, take it one day at a time. It’s
simple advice, but it holds profound
wisdom. In the early days, just getting out
of bed and facing the world can feel like a
monumental task. Allow yourself to move
at your own pace. Don’t rush the grieving
process or feel pressured to “move on”
too quickly. Healing is not linear, and it’s
okay to have days when the sorrow feels
overwhelming.

It’s important to lean on others—but

parts of your own. Consider
joining a grief support
group where others who’ve
experienced similar losses
can share their insights and
struggles. Knowing you're
not alone in your feelings can
be deeply reassuring.

Over time you can find
new meaning and purpose.
Though it feels impossible at first, try to
slowly re-engage with the world. Take up
an activity or explore something you’ve
always been curious about. Join a class in
art, writing, or history. Volunteer with an
organization that aligns with your values.
If you're physically able, activities like
yoga, gardening, or walking in nature can
offer both physical and emotional relief.

You may find some healing in honoring
your loved one’s memory. Create a ritual
or space where you can remember and
celebrate your spouse. It might be a small
garden, a photo album, or even a weekly
moment of reflection. This helps keep
them present in your life in a way that
feels healthy and comforting, rather than
overwhelming.

But don’t remain in a constant state of
sorrow. Your loved one wouldn’t want that.
While they may no longer be physically
by your side, their love and influence live
on in you. Embracing life doesn’t mean
forgetting them; it means carrying their
memory with you as you find joy again.

Take heart, dear reader. Though the
journey of loss is painful, it’s also a
testament to the love you shared. Grief
is a long and winding road, but it does
not mean your own story is over. It’s a
new chapter—one you didn’t ask for, but
one in which you can still find meaning,
connection, and even hope.
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the pride we felt. We will
use the funds to make the
festival more inclusive and
accessible for everyone by
investing in permanent

See CENEX page 9
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IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

CORNING FIRST RESPONDERS
mmmn Ice Fishing Tournament

Saturday, Feb. 8th
7AM - 5PM

>l 0n Lake Alexander ¢ $20 Entry
Register prior to start at “The Rock” on Hwy 107.

Call 715-218-7983 For More Info

441038

GLOVERD

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards Tz =

ALE GOUNTRY STORE

Bacon applewood
Smoked - Frozen
16 0z.. e

oy ¥2%

Butter Quarters
Unsalted - Frozen
16 0z..

Mayo
Squeeze Bottle
P (U ereerrceerereeroe oo oo

ony 5239 ony *1%

Salaml Cotto
Sliced - Frozen
16 0z..

.oy 99°

Hot Cocoa Mix
Milk Chocolate, 50 ct
(HC)6 oo

Colby Jack
Cheese Horns
6 Ibs.... Ty

oy *6% ony $5%

OPEN MONDAY -

FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 * SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

Ham American Cheese Peanuts
B In, Fi 0il R d
o MY EDC e T o690 S oy 99,
Ham Butter Quarters Peanut Butter
o foen Ny 99C,, s $0999 CubSwwewer o, 8159
5 e 16 0z ONLY e S k
ausage Links Cheddar Cheese ruit Snacks
:Za;:‘ Serve rosen ....ONLY 89¢ s'l';e"ded ONLY $899 glsuze ::Be"y 2 pac ...ONLY $1 9
gaa;lr:agﬁyl;aotkt:des Cheddar Cheese Snack Crackers $Q99
Frozen $1 29 Mild $249 ...ONLY 8
9.6 0z.. — )\ A 4 LT y—— )| A { ab  peot Patties
Chlcken Nuggets Cream Cheese Bacon Cheddar
Breaded - Uncooked $799 1/3 Less Fat ONLY 99¢ Uncooked - Frozen ONLY $ 499
Frozen 80z... 320z..
51bs... —— | A
P I Omon an S
Bratwurst Original srr:mked cheese $ 49 Breaded - Frozgen 299
Uncooked - Frozen ONLY $499 6 Ibs... .ONLY 2 320z.. ...ONLY
38 0z.. A
Chlcken Breast
Cheddarwurst MuenSter Cheese $249 Skinless - Boneless
5 61bs... .ONLY
e ony*19  Sreetponto Siho oy ®1%,,
VEHD OZeorrnerorenerrreroororrre e e
Bacon siiced Fries organic Smoked Sausage
Fi
:"sa z': S e ONLY $279 15 02 v ONLY 99¢ ﬁ'u‘.'.',',' E’jf::j sesze" R $ 499
Beef Pattles Sausage Crumble Slbs: 2
Uncooked - Steakhouse $ 99 Chorizo, Fully Cooked $ 99 Bacon Sliced $ 99
St = Frozen Fi
e o N PAID Do ONLY TRD T e ONLY 2 a1
e /1-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities. —

438333

MERRILL A&W

207 N. CENTER AVE,
MERRILL, WI 54452
715-722-0098

Valid at this location only. Limited time only.
Tax extra. ©2025 A&W Restaurants, Inc.

FREE A&W
GLASS MUG
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Randall J. ‘Randy’ Braatz

Randall J. ‘Randy’ Braatz, 70,
of Marathon, passed away
Sunday, January 12, 2025,
at  Froedtert Hospital in
Milwaukee.

Randy was born May 24,
1954, in Wausau, son of
Emil Braatz Jr. and Verona
(nee Hanke) Braatz. Randy
graduated from Marathon High
School in 1972. He married
Cynthia ‘Cindy’ Pagel on
September 2, 1988, at Faith
Lutheran Church, Village of
Maine, Marathon  County.
Randy worked at the Ford
garage and also dairy farmed. He sold the dairy herd in 2001
and went to work in lawn equipment sales in Edgar. He
worked for a few years at the Co-Op in Marathon and then
worked at Marathon Cheese Corp. He retired on his 70th
birthday after working there for seven years.

Randy was a longtime member of Faith Lutheran Church:
he served as a Church Elder and was very involved in bible
studies. He was also a member of the Pommerscher Verein
of Central Wisconsin where he was on the Board and was a
member of the dance group. Randy enjoyed staying active.
He took walks every morning and once it got cold outside,
he would ride his stationary bike. Randy also enjoyed
playing Sheephead. After retiring, Randy built a raised
garden and was looking forward to gardening this year. In
earlier years, he was involved with the Jaycees, played
church league baseball and dartball, and bowled. He adored
his two little grandkids and they loved their ‘Opa’.

Survivors include his wife, Cindy Braatz of Marathon;
daughter, Ericka (Kyle Kretschmann) Braatz-Kretschmann
of Evansville, WI; grandchildren, Felix and Lucy; siblings,
Janelle ‘Janie’ (Thomas Bogren) Braatz of Rothschild,
Carlene (David Daniels) Braatz of Rhinelander, Joel (Cassie
McLain) Braatz of Merrill, Lowell (Maureen) Braatz of]
Wausau, and Laurel (Timothy Feist) Braatz of Sturgeon Bay;
brother-in-law, Don (Kathy) Schult of Wausau; and nieces
and nephews, Donald Schult Jr. ‘DJ’(Sara) of Merrill, John
(Carla) Schult of Wausau, Sam Braatz of Mosinee, Hannah
Braatz of St. Paul, MN, and Kelsey Daniels of Savage, MN.
Randy was preceded in death by his parents, Emil Jr and
Verona Braatz; and his father-in-law and mother-in-law,
Clarence and Elaine Schult.

The funeral service for Randy was held at 11:00 A.M. on
Monday, January 20, 2025, at Faith Lutheran Church,
Village of Maine. Rev. Donald Love officiated. Burial took
place in Faith Lutheran Church Cemetery — West, Town of]
Scott, Lincoln County. Visitation was held from 3:00 P.M.
until 7:00 P.M. Sunday, January 19, 2025 and after 9:00
A.M. Monday, January 20, 2025, all at the church.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation, Merrill, is assisting
the family. Online condolences may be made at www.taylors
tinewaid.com

e

John D. Thiel

John D. Thiel, 88,
formerly of Merrill,
died on January 4,
2025, in Stuart,
Florida.

John was born in Fond du lac,
WI, to Roy and Dottie Thiel.
He went to high school in Fond
du lac, and graduated from
UW Madison Law School. He
served in the Army National
Guard.

John spent his career as an
attorney in private practice in
Merrill. He also spent 10 years
as the Merrill City Attorney.
John loved hunting, fishing, and tropical vacations which
often included scuba diving.

John married Deborah (Goetter) Thiel and she survives. He
is further survived by his children: John Thiel Jr, Michael
Thiel, and Kristen (John) Schefdore, all of Merrill, as well as
his beloved grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His
siblings Roy Thiel of Bayfield, Gretchen Rieser of Waupaca,
and Mary Thiel of Stuart, FL, as well as numerous nieces
and nephews survive as well.

A private family gathering is planned for the future to
celebrate his life.
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Peggy Jo-Ann Monti

Peggy Jo-Ann Monti, age 82,
of Gleason, passed away un-
expectedly at her home on
Sunday, January 12, 2025. She
was born on October 29, 1942
to the late Theodore “Ted”
Anthony and Irene (Myska)
Leder in Gleason. Peggy
graduated from high school
and was united in marriage to
_ Jerome Monti on June 23,
1963 in Bloomville at St. John
The Baptist Catholic Church.
Peggy enjoyed being a home-
maker and raise her children.
She had a love for her Lord
and Savior Jesus, and she loved singing in the choir and
helping with the food, baskets and carnivals. She was caring
and embedded in this community. Peggy prayed for those
who had a need or just because she was led to be a prayer
warrior. She was involved in prayer meetings and traveled
on charismatic renewal retreats. Peggy had a deep love for
her family and was a caring person. She raised her children
to be strong and independent with a foundation and belief in
God. Peggy looked forward to having dinner with her sisters,
and praying for her brothers. She enjoyed baking and made
pies and desserts for nephews, nieces and church functions.
Peggy also liked to be able to teach what she had learned.
She loved being out planting in her garden and watching the
cardinals, as she felt peace and closeness with God there,
and her gardens flourished with her prayers. For 82 years,
she was loved and gave back that love with her time, prayers
and talents - THANK YOU, MOM, WE LOVE YOU!

Peggy is survived by her husband: Jerome “Jerry” Monti of]
Gleason, daughters: Delores (Jim) Haizel of Withee, Angela
(Randy Gilray) Monti of Wausau and Rena (Gary)
Reissmann of Gleason, son: Tony (Colleen) Monti of]
Omaha, NE, her beloved grandchildren: Ashley (Thomas)
Austin, Chris Frick, Bryant Frick (Miranda Monnot), Austin
(Cassandra) Reissmann and Autumn Reissmann, great
grandchildren: Michael Monnot, Ivory Frick, Harper
Reissmann and Isaac Austin. She is further survived by her
brothers: Ron Leder of Merrill, Ted (Nancy) Leder Jr.
“Louie” of Gleason, Matt (Kim) Leder of Merrill and Tim
Leder of Eugene, OR, sisters: Dolores O’Donnell of Port St.
Lucie, FL, Josie (Mark) Ollhoff of Wausau, Kris (Perry)
Block of Merrill and Jane Helm of Wausau, brother-in-law:
Richard “Dick” (Judy) Monti of Mayville and sister-in-law:
Susie, along with numerous nieces, nephews, good friends,
and last, but not least, her fur-baby “Poofie”. She was
preceded in death by her parents, brother: Mike Leder, sister-
in-law: Gloria Leder and brother-in-law: John O’Donnell.
The Mass of Christian Burial for Peggy was held on Friday,
January 17, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at the St. John The Baptist
Catholic Church in Bloomville. Father Maria Vallabhaneni
officiated. Visitation was held on Friday, January 17, 2025,
from 10:00 a.m. until the time of Mass, also at the church.
Burial at the St. John Cemetery immediately followed Mass.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is
assisting the family. Online condolences are encouraged and

may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

Please send announcements, news
briefs, photo submissions and letters
to the editor to: tscott@mmclocal.com

Protect your
funds.

Pre-funding assures the
money you set aside
will be there when it’s needed.

@TAYLOR-STINE-WAID

FUNERAL & CREMATION

304 Eagle Drive ® 903 E. Third Street
(715) 536-4646

www.taylorstinewaid.com
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Gerald “Jerry” R. Voigt

Gerald “Jerry” R. Voigt,
80, passed away peacefully
Monday, January 13, 2025, at
his home.

He was born February 29,
1944, in Wausau, son of the
late Edward and Minnie
(Luedtke) Voigt. On October
11, 1969, he married Geraldine
Borchardt at  St.  Peter
Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Hamburg and they were
happily married for 55 years.

For over 25 years Jerry
worked as a window clerk at
the Post Office. He could tell
you any zip code in Wisconsin and was the go-to for finding
the addresses of classmates to plan class reunions. He was
involved with the 4-H program for over 50 years, raising and
showing rabbits and was very proud of winning the
prestigious C.J. McAleavy Award. Jerry enjoyed flower
gardening, especially gladiolas and made floral bouquets and
corsages for his children’s weddings and formals. His yard
was one you stopped to admire when passing by. He was an
avid Badgers sports fan, enjoyed trips to the casino, Diet
Sundrop, and playing Farkle.

Survivors include his wife, Geraldine, Hamburg; children,
Heidi (Debbie) Voigt, Phoenix, Arizona, Shane (Lesley)
Voigt, Waunakee and Haley (Greg) Ellenbecker, Merrill;
grandchildren, Fletcher, Mackenzie, Natalie and Paige;
numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
Besides his parents, he was preceded in death by his father
and mother-in-law, Gerald and Irene Borchardt, siblings,
Evelyn (Lester) Krueger, Elmer (Elaine) Voigt, Irene
(Walter) Krueger, Sheldon (Dorothy) Voigt and James
(Arlene) Voigt.

Funeral service was 11:00 a.m. Friday, January 17, 2025, at
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hamburg. Rev.
Philip Bogen officiated. Burial was in the Hamburg
Cemetery. Visitation was 4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. Thursday,
January 16, 2025, at Peterson/Kraemer Funeral Home, 3400
Stewart Ave., Wausau and again on Friday from 9:00 a.m.
until the time of service at St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Hamburg.

Online condolences may be expressed at www.petersonkra
emer.com

Betty Jane Krause

Betty Jane Krause, age 94,
of Merrill, passed away on
Sunday, January 12, 2025, at
Bell Tower residence, while
surrounded by her loving
family 24 hours a day while on
her 10-day journey home to
God. She was under the care of]
Interim Hospice. She was born
on March 31, 1930 to the late
Edmund and Lillian (Berndt)
Kleinschmidt in the town of]
Corning. Betty attended Trinity
Lutheran School and was
baptized, confirmed and
married at Trinity Lutheran
Church. She met and married the love of her life, Norbert
Krause, on July 3, 1954. Sadly, he passed away on June 27,
2002. She provided loving care for Norbert for years as he
progressed through Parkinson’s Disease until he needed
more physical care than she could provide.

Betty was a homemaker and a farm wife. She worked hard
on the farm and raised their 2 children. Family was a very
important part of her life and she would enjoy the time spent
with them. She was the oldest of her family and would
always organize the family Christmas party and lead
everyone in Christmas carols. Betty had an incredibly strong
faith and was faithful with reading her Bible. She was
always “OK” and never complained. Betty’s smile could
light up a room and everyone who met her said what a sweet
lady she was. She loved organizing and having her rummage
sales every year, and had many repeat customers that would
look forward to her sale. She loved visiting with them just
like they were family. Her children would be asked "when is
your mom having her rummage sale?" When she was
baking, her apple bars and jello salad were her specialty. She
loved spoiling her 3 grandchildren by making them each
their own favorite breakfast. Betty loved having the great
grandkids over after school and playing cards with them. Of
course, she would always let them win and she would have
their favorite snacks on hand. Betty was a skilled seamstress
and made many gifts for family and for donations. She also
enjoyed crocheting. You could find Betty and her friends out
and about on a Friday night, trying all of the area fish fry’s!
She took such pride in keeping her lawn perfect and
sweeping off her sidewalk or chopping ice and her house
was always spotless and super organized. She was a
caretaker for her mother-in-law Ruth for several years after
she was wheelchair bound after having a stroke. Betty was a
member at St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ, the
Homemakers Club, ladies aid and was a Sunday School
teacher. Betty looked forward to listening to polkas and
Swap Shop on the radio. She will be sadly missed, but never
forgotten.

Betty is survived by her son: Daniel (Becky) Krause,
daughter: Sally (Mark) Woller, sister: Joy (Al) Hulke, all
of Merrill, grandchildren: Melissa (Chad) Wesbrock,
Stephannie (Seth) Pajtash, all of Merrill and Eric (Jami)
Krause of Mosinee, great grandchildren: Brady Haynes
(girlfriend, Sidney), Connor Haynes (girlfriend, Emma),
Emma Pajtash, Olivia Pajtash, Grayson, Benton and Bianca
Krause and Macy Wesbrock. She is further survived by
many nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her
parents, husband: Norbert, sister: Phyllis (Jim) Rahlf and
brothers: Jimmy (LuEllen), Jack (Dawn) and Leroy
Kleinschmidt.

The funeral service for Betty was held on Thursday, January
16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at St. Stephen’s United Church
of Christ in Merrill. Rev. Mike Southcombe officiated.
Visitation was held on Thursday, January 16, 2025 from 9:00
a.m. until the time of the service, also at the church. Burial
will take place at a later date at Merrill Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, family requests that donations in Betty’s
name be made to St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ or
the Lincoln County Humane Society.

Family wishes to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
wonderful and caring nursing staff at the Aspirus Merrill
Hospital, Bell Tower residence and to Interim Hospice.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

The Merrill Foto News website contains
even more stories and photos
that don’t fit into our print edition.

www.merrillfotonews.com

Dale C. Woller

Dale C. Woller, 63, of Merrill,

passed away Saturday, January
11, 2025, at his home.

Dale was born October 2,

1961, in Merrill, son of Robert
Woller Sr. and Mae (Iwen)
Woller. He married Bonnie
Robinette on May 14, 2004.
She survives. Dale had worked
at Hurd Millwork for many
years. At that time, he also
worked for City Transfer
moving company. After retir-
ing, he continued to work at
" City Transfer.
Dale enjoyed open water
fishing, ice fishing, deer hunting, and cruising around the
country roads in his truck. He enjoyed watching Wisconsin
sports especially the Green Bay Packers. In younger years,
he enjoyed shooting pool.

Survivors include his wife, Bonnie Woller; children, Monica
Toppi of Merrill, Dustin (Tori) Woller of Wausau, and Cory
(Angie) Woller of Merrill; grandchildren, Jasmine Toppi,
Christopher Klempke, and Adaline Woller; step grand-
children, Dante Hendrickson and Nevaeh Hendrickson; great
granddaughter, Miracle Toppi; and siblings, Geno (Bonnie)
Woller, Pat (Yvonne) Woller, Tim (Tammy) Woller, Joyce
Grob, Tammy Woller, and Mark Woller all of Merrill; sister-
in-law, Mary Woller of Gleason.

Dale was preceded in death by his parents, Robert Sr. and
Mae Woller; brother, Robert Woller Jr.; and brother-in-law,
Robert Grob.

Per Dale’s wishes, no services will be held. Taylor-Stine-
Waid Funeral & Cremation, Merrill, is assisting the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.
com
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Darwin D. Berndt

» ~ Darwin D. Berndt,
age 77, passed
away on Saturday,
January 11, 2025,
at the Aspirus
Hospice House in Wausau,
with his family by his side and
while under the care of Aspirus
Comfort Care & Hospice
Services. He was born on
August 25, 1947 to the late
Frank and Helen (Nienow)

. /'.l"." Berndt in Merrill. Darwin
A fi-

attended and graduated from
/ }-"_. Merrill High School. He then

. " bravely enlisted in the United
States Army, and proudly served his country from 1965-

1968, which included serving in Korea in 1966. Darwin
married Doreen Gaeu (Wendt) on January 1, 2018, in
Merrill. She survives.

Darwin worked as a heavy machinery operator with Local
139 for most of his adult life. After retirement, he enjoyed
going golfing, deer hunting, watching baseball, playing cards
and making maple syrup with family. Darwin also enjoyed
his “happy hours” with his daughter, Denise. Later in life, he
collected heavy machinery toys and was a master of puzzles!
Darwin loved listening to polkas and was a member of the
Copper River Midnight Riders Snowmobile Club. He was a
member at Immanuel Lutheran Church in the town of
Corning and the Corning Volunteer Fire Department. Darwin
is remembered as a fun-loving and sensitive man with a huge
heart, and will be sadly missed by all who knew him.

Darwin is survived by his wife: Doreen Gaeu of Merrill,
son: Dave (Patti) Berndt of Merrill, daughters: Denise (Greg)
Brandenburg of Merrill, Debbie Berndt of Eau Claire, WI
and Lana (James) Wendt of Merrill, grandchildren: Meranda
(Eric) Wilke, Dimitri Alft (girlfriend, Stephanie), Devan
(Janessa) Berndt, Alex Brandenburg (girlfriend, Kim), Dylan
Alft (girlfriend, Sheena), Ali Berndt, Christian Koller,
Branden Brandenburg (girlfriend, Kellen), Sophie Wendt,
Lawson Wendt and Jaxlyn Wendt, 4 great grandchildren,
step-children: Terry (Jill) Gaeu and Connie Fryman (friend,
Rob McSwain), brother: Dean (Sherry) Berndt, sister:
Darlene (Doug) Gering and many nieces and nephews. He
was preceded in death by his parents, first wife: Diann and
second wife: Vickie.

The funeral service for Darwin will be held on Monday,
February 3, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, in the town of Corning. Pastor Joel Danner
will officiate. Visitation will be held on Sunday, February 2,
2025 from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Taylor-Stine-Waid
903 East 3rd Street location, and again on Monday, February
3, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the service, at the
church. Burial in the church cemetery will immediately
follow the service. Military honors will be conducted by the
Merrill VFW Post 1638 at the cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, family requests that donations in
Darwin’s name be directed to the Aspirus Hospice House.
The family wishes to extend sincere gratitude to the staff at
the Aspirus Hospice House and for making his “mansion”
feel as close to home as possible during his last days.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

Garilyn R. ‘Gari’ Eder

Garilyn R. ‘Gari’ Eder, 68,
of Merrill, passed away
Friday January 17, 2025, at
Marshfield Medical Center —
Marshfield.

Gari was born August 28,

1 1956, in  Houston, TX,
| daughter of Rev. James
and Grace (Olson) Pulham.
After  graduation, she at-

tended school at Wisconsin
Indianhead Technical Institute
and received an associates
degree  in  administration
assistance. She married Daniel
Eder on September 13, 1975,
in Glidden, WI. He survives. Gari was a homemaker and
also worked as a paraprofessional at a school.

Gari was a great cook and for 20 summers, she worked as a
head cook at Assembly Park Bible Camp. She also enjoyed
crafting especially sewing, knitting, and crocheting. She
loved showing support to others in making prayer blankets,
Boo Boo Bears, and Memory Bears.

Survivors include her husband, Daniel Eder of Merrill;
children Jenny Eder and Matt (Christine) Eder, of Merrill;
granddaughter, Amelia Eder; sister, Georgene ‘George’
(Larry) Ericksen of Mellen; father-in-law, Russell ‘Ted” Eder
of Glidden; sisters-in-law, Christine Pulham of Athens and
Julie Eder of Merrill; and brothers-in-law, Ken (Diane) Eder
and Dennis Eder of Glidden. Gari was preceded in death by
her parents, Rev. James and Grace Pulham; sister, Enelle
Eder; brother, James Pulham Sr.; and mothers-in-law, Ruth
Eder and Charlotte Eder.

The memorial service for Gari will be held at 3:00 P.M.,
Saturday, January 25, 2025, at Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral &
Cremation — 301 Eagle Dr., Merrill. Pastor Jeff Weiss and
Pastor Brian Whitaker will officiate. The family will receive
friends beginning at 1:00 P.M. at the funeral home.

Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.
com

Helen M Hanns

Helen M Hanns, of Merrill,
WI, passed away peacefully
under hospice care at Pine
Crest Nursing home in Merrill
on Friday, January 10, 2025.
Helen was born on February
15, 1948, in Phillips, WI, the
daughter of Vince and Helen
Foytik.

She graduated from Phillips
High School in 1966. She
married Dennis Stanke on
September 17, 1966 and they
had two children, Sandee Bindl
and Robert Stanke. Helen and
Dennis divorced in 1990.
Helen was then in a long-term relationship with Richard
(Dick) Hanns, and they moved to Merrill in 1995. Helen and
Richard were married on October 8, 2016.

Helen was a lover of horses, raising Appaloosa’s for over 50
years. She was actively involved in local horse clubs over
the years, including the Medford Rough Riders and Merrill
Riders. She was a long-time member of the Appaloosa Horse
Club. Helen enjoyed trail riding with Dick on her favorite
horse, Tipper and their trusty dog, Duke following along.
She also enjoyed Country music and line-dancing with Dick.
Helen loved all animals including watching the wildlife out
her front window. She had names for the wild turkey’s that
came to her bird feeders and for the pair of Eagles that flew
over the farm.

She was preceded in death by her parents, brother: Donald
Foytik. She is survived by her husband, Richard (Dick)
Hanns; children, Sandee (Jeff) Bindl of Loganville, WI and
Robert (Christine) Stanke of Phillips, WI; sisters, Carol Lapp
and Susan Nordall, both of Phillips, WI; four grandchildren,
Dustin (Wilma) Stanke of Athens, WI, Dylan (Jaunita)
Stanke of Phillips, Jacob and Brett Bindl, both of Loganville,
WI; and four great grandchildren.

Per Helen’s wishes, no service will be scheduled. Cremation
will take place followed by an inurnment at a later date at
Nola Cemetery in Park Falls, WI followed by a Celebration
of Life in Phillips, W1 in the Spring.

The family would like to thank Interim Hospice and
Palliative Care of Wausau, as well as Pine Crest Special Care
Unit for their kind and compassionate care.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are

encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

Elaine Marie Marnholtz

Elaine Marie Marnholtz (73)
passed away with family by
her side on January 15th, 2025
after a short battle with cancer.
Born July 31st, 1951, Elaine
grew up in Wonewoc, WI. She
graduated from Wonewoc High
School in 1969. Elaine was
employed at Mitchell Metal
Products for 26 years, and
retired in 2013. Elaine married
her high school sweetheart,
Steven Johnson with whom she
had her four children. After her
husband Steven passed away
(October 14, 1980), Elaine
moved to Tomahawk WI. She
met her second love, Brian
Marnholtz, New Year’s Eve
.1 1983 and they were married on

November 3rd 1984 at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Merrill WI.

Always the life of the party, Elaine and Brian started a
karaoke business called Mystic Fever Karaoke and brought
so many people together. They spent much of their time
camping up north in Hayward WI with their pets. Here, they
met many lifelong friends. When Brian took the fishing boat
out, Elaine was always in back snapping pictures of sunsets
and wildlife and listening for loons. She loved to watch the
snow fall and “crunch around”. If you knew her you know
what that means. Anyone who knew Elaine knew what a
treasure she was. Simply, she was sweet and she was funny.
She loved to laugh and make people laugh. She invented her
own goofy language with her siblings and passed it along to
her children and grandchildren. She danced and sang through
life, and loved to the fullest. She loved to read, do puzzles
and loved to listen to Classic Country. She also loved to
cook and bake. She made the best chocolate cake. She loved
to play cards with her in-laws. Elaine sang in a band and also
enjoyed playing the bass guitar. She had the great honor of]
meeting her idol, Loretta Lynn. Above all, Elaine loved her
family. Her grandchildren and great grandchildren were her
greatest treasures. She and Brian loved to travel to watch
them at their various sporting events and hated to miss an
opportunity to cheer them on.

Elaine was proceeded in death by her parents Esther Short
(Conway) and Harvey Short, her first husband Steven
Johnson, and siblings Jim, Bob, Bud, Maggie, Lester, Elna,
Tom, Roy, Alice, Harry, Delores. She is survived by
her husband, of 40 years, Brian, siblings Mary Dominguez,
Judy Steenblock, Harvey Short, Warren Short, Roger Short.
She also leaves behind sons Steven Johnson Jr. (Shelly),
Andrew Johnson, and daughters Ann Johnson-Lambert
(Aaron), and Amy Johnson (Eric), 10 grandchildren Steven,
Khrystyna, Nikki, Lucas, Colton, Schae, John, Austin,
Hunter and Dawson, 14 great grandchildren, many in laws,
cousins, nieces and nephews, whom she dearly loved.

The family would like to thank, family friend, Stacy
Weinberger-Jach for helping make her transition as
comfortable as possible and Elaine’s Sister In-Law, Kelly
Martello, for everything she has done for the family. We
would also like to thank Compassus Hospice Care.

A Celebration of Life will be held May 17, 2025, from 11am
to 4pm at the Agra Pavilion in Merrill, WI. 404 S. Park St
Merrill, WI 54452 Donations can be made in Elaine’s honor
to: Lincoln County Humane Society 310 N Memorial Dr
Merrill WI 54452 Cards and well wishes may be sent to
1901 W. Main St Merrill, WI 54452
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are

encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

Russell J. Ryan

Russell J. Ryan, of Gleason,
passed away unexpectedly on
January 15, 2025, age 67, at a
local hospital with family by
his side.

Russell was born on October
6, 1957, to Patrick J. and Helen
M. (Abitz) Ryan. He was the
oldest of six siblings. The
family moved to Gleason in
1970. Russ graduated from
Merrill High School in 1976.
He was an active outdoors
person; small game hunting,
fishing, Dbear/deer hunting
and training dogs. Russ also
enjoyed trapping. For many years, he went mule deer
hunting in Colorado with other family members.

Russ was active in many organizations. He held
lifetime memberships with Wisconsin Trappers Association
(Received a plaque in 2000), Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, North American Hunting Club, Wisconsin Bear
Hunters Association, and the N.R.A. He was also a member
of Lincoln County Sports Club, Parrish Highlanders, and
Harrison Hills ATV clubs. He participated in the Langlade
County Fair Tractor Pulls winning a trophy in 2014 for 3rd
Place in the Old Timers Class 5000 lbs. Russ enjoyed going
to local events such as Gleason Lions Heritage Days Antique
Show.

Russ was employed by Baginski Farms in Antigo working
in the Potato Industry. After 45 years with the company, he
retired in 2021. Russ also worked in farming. He enjoyed
working the land at his brother’s farm and planting his own
food plots for the wildlife.

Russ was independent and did things his own way. He
always was willing to help others in need. Anyone who made
fried green tomatoes, green tomato pie, and/or holiday white
sugar cookies had a friend for life.

Survivors include three brothers, Robert Ryan, Ronald Ryan
and Randy Ryan all of Gleason; two sisters, Shirley Ryan of]
Gleason and Sara Ament (Neal Thieme) of Merrill; three
nephews; four nieces; and he was a great-uncle to three
nephews. Russ was preceded in death by his parents and
many aunts and uncles.

The funeral service for Russ will be held at 11:00 A.M.,
Saturday, February 1, 2025, at Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral &
Cremation, 301 Eagle Drive, Merrill. Rev. Greg Laska will
officiate. Visitation will be held on Friday, January 31, 2025
from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. and after 9:00 A.M. Saturday,
February 1, 2025 all at 301 Eagle Drive, Merrill.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the family for a
memorial yet to be determined.

Fly high, big brother. Love you, rest in peace.

Everything is going to be okay. Maybe not today, but
eventually it will. Hold fast to your hope and never stop
believing. All things happen in God’s perfect time. Amen
Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.
com
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The Annual Meeting of the Owners of Lots,
Niches or Crypts at Merrill Memorial Park Inc.,
will be held at the cemetery office at
6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2025
for the transaction of any and all business that
may properly come before the meeting.

Merrill Memorial Park, Inc
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Robert Schneider (Secretary)
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OAKPARK
DENTAL

2402 E Main St, Suite 8 Merrill, WI

715-539-0441

www.oakparkmerrill.com
Dr. Steven DeMille & Dr. Ed Long

BY MARGARET DELP, JULIA
FLEISCHMAN, EMMETT
JOHNSON, ABIGAIL RELL, AND
DAVEN SAEGER

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC
SCHOOL 8TH GRADERS

“Catholic Schools: United in Faith
and Community” is the theme of
National Catholic Schools Week at
St. Francis Xavier (SFX)Catholic
School in Merrill, Jan. 26 thru
Feb. 1, with students spreading
their love of Jesus and service
to the community. The kids will
have many opportunities to dress
up and show their personalities.
It will be a time of bonding and
togetherness while doing faith-
filled activities.

These include singing the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and praying
a rosary while walking through
the school and parish office. Cards
to all parents and parishioners will be written
and sent out by students and teachers thanking
them for all their help and support. Students will
also be spending most of their time with church
buddies. One activity will be a snowman building
competition. This is weather dependent, but is
a perfect opportunity to spend time with kids of
different ages and spend time with one another.

“We spend time with our church buddies to learn
how to work with someone who is not on our level,
and we get to work together with that person to
complete the project,” said Mrs. Homan, 4th and 5th
grade teacher.

Adoration and Mass with church buddies are
main events during St. Francis’s special week.
These two activities play big parts in their school
community. Teachers and students come together
in prayer and spend time with the Lord.

“During adoration, we’re supposed to be
meditating on the mercy of Christ and what it does
for us as a group. It sets everybody’s heart and mind
at the same time. It allows you to kind of have a
communal prayer, a time of reflection, and it’s not
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very common that you get a bunch of people in
the same room thinking the same thing, taking the
opportunity to reflect on the mercy of God. It gives
everybody a chance to be on the same plane for a
little while and maybe figure out some of the same
things,” Mr. Bialecki said.

“Catholic Schools Week is a time to celebrate our
Catholic identity. We work hard throughout the
year, so Catholic Schools Week gives us a time to
play and celebrate together as a school,” said Mrs.
Shimel, SFX principal. “Every day our students
repeat our school’s tagline: service, faith, excellence.
Throughout the year, we’ve done numerous service
projects already. We visit Pine Crest weekly to pray
with the residents, we’ve collected items for the
victims of the North Carolina hurricanes, and we’ve
collected Christmas gifts for the residents at Pine
Crest. During Catholic Schools Week, we always
choose a foundation to serve. This year, we’ll be
making and sending valentines to veterans that live
in veteran living facilities throughout Wisconsin.”

The kids are also going to be able to dress up
as different things for each day of the week. On
Monday, the kids are celebrating USA Day. Neon
Day is on Tuesday. On Wednesday, the kids are
going to be dressing up as different sports players
or sports teams. Thursday is Dress Up For Jesus
Day. Then on Friday, the kids are going to have a
Topsy Turvy Day. They can wear crazy socks, crazy
hats, and there will be classroom swaps and teacher
swaps. The students are looking forward to doing all
these fun activities.

“Catholic schools teach faith in every aspect of
education, which helps develop students physically,
mentally, socially, and spiritually. Through our
Catholic faith, we learn values, thrive on academic
excellence, and learn about our community and
ways we can serve others,” Mrs. Shimel said.

We asked an SFX student, “In your perspective,
what are the benefits of having a Catholic
education?”

“Better education and you have the benefits of
being able to go to church and confession. You're
able to have good friends because they are closer to
Jesus. You're able to grow closer to Jesus through
the education you have and your friends,” said Owen
Peterson, a student in sixth grade.

There will be an Open House Wednesday, Jan. 29,
2025, from 4-6 p.m. The public is invited to come meet
the teachers, see the school, and get registration
materials for next year. Future preschool and 4K
families are highly encouraged to attend, as these
classes fill up quickly. The 4th and 5th graders’ Saint
Wax Museum will also be taking place during this
time. Everyone is welcome.

Catholic Schools Week will be a time to celebrate
and grow students’ relationships with Jesus and as a
school. The week will end with a family glow dance.

Brickners
Park Glty, Inc.

—— L.

:ﬁE' 715-536-2833
ICKNERSPARKCITY.NET
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WE VALUE FRESH E‘:ﬁb WE VALUE FAMILY é:-‘_:é. WE VALUE YOU! 715-536-4833
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www.davescountymarketmerrill.com Auto * Watercraft s RV’s « ATV’s * Home
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY

Learn about our hometown commitment
at churchmutual.com/hometown

INSURANCE

© 2025 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.
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Suppert Local

SHOP LOCAL FIRST,
IN PERSON OR ONLINE.

Keep your community strong!

Businesses.

Area Events & E
Community

Jan. 25 - Annual Merrill
School Forest Family Fun
Day

Jan. 25 - Merrill Ice Drags
Jan. 29 - Trivia at Sawmill
Brewing Co.

Feb. 1 - Rotary Uncorked

EST.1983
FOR A GOOD OLD TIME

11420S. County Rd. K,
Merrill Wi - 715-536-9391
Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Dine~in * Takeout + NO Delivery

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Red Granite Bar & Grill
Order Online - Check
wait times or just stop in!

375083 Find uson

For more inform

WIN UP TO

Earn 25 points up to 4X per

day and receive a total of *60

HOURLY HOT SEATS

FRI & SAT | 12PM - MIDN

Feb. 1 - Gleason Ice Racing
Feb. 1 - Merrill Ice Drags
Feb. 1 - Ultimate Ice Racing
at Merrill Fairgrounds

Feb. 1 - Puzzles & Pints at
Sawmill Brewing Co.

Feb. 1 - Ice Cream for

merrillchamber.
or contact the event sponsor.

,200CASH |

HO-CHUNK ) GAMING

The Northwoods
Chapter of the Ice Age
Trail Alliance will host
a guided snowshoe hike
in the Underdown area
of the Lincoln County
Forest on Saturday, Feb.
1, 2025, starting at 10 a.m.
Participants should plan
tomeetatthe Underdown
Recreation Area parking

ntertainment
Calendar

2025 at Les & Jim’s Breakfast Day at Cosmo lot on Copper Lake Rd.
Breakfast 7am-Tlam Feb. 1 - Underdown Hall Organi invit
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s ganizers nvite
Yoo = | Snowshoe Adventure . everyone to “Come and
enjoy the wonderful
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional
toppings are extra. P l
autz s

o Pub ..

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

MONDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. * Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 11am - Close

SUNDAY e 11am - 6pm

MEAT RAFFLE
Open 11am, Start 1pm
BASEBALL BOOSTER

FUNDRAISER

438478

ation, go to:
org/events

COSMO KiDSe$5.00
Theatre SENIORS ¢ $5.00
Main St.  Merrill ADULTS o $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
1/24/25 TO 1/30/25

Mondays All Seats $5.00

WOLF MAN
“R” (1HR 43MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY:
1:00,3:15,7:00 & 9:15PM
SUNDAY:
1:00,3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM

A COMPLETE
UNKNOWN

“R” (2HR 21MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:30PM
SATURDAY: ¥
1:00, 3:45, 7:00 & 9:30PM h
SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:45 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM

FOR THIRD MOVIE

PLEASE CALL, CHECK

promotional
Rewards Play

-

A pgp W ==

-

IGHT )

WITTENBERG

FACEBOOK, OR OUR WEBSITE. -
WWwW.cosmomovies.com

715-536-4473

%
%.
J
{

*1,
W

440831

Women's Luncheon
Saturday, February 8th

11:00am - 1:00pm

(" Tidkets $20 Sold fn advance enly))

Jennifer Malinowski is part of the worship
team at New Testament Church. She received
her bachelor degree in Theology from Vision

Christian Bible College and has been in the
full time ministry for 26 years. She has a heart
for worship and a passion for uplifting and

Jennifer Malinowski

encouraging women in their walk with the Lord.
Tt 3 Tickets sold at:
i lelted Seats Avallable New Testament Church - Merrill
e Ages: 12 & Up (715) 536-8554
Face book Page:
L d Hearts United Women’s Ministry
ocated at:

Sponsored By

New Testament Church
N2519 County Road K. Merrill, WI 54452

v.\\\\\as\\%“

IR n| ed

_ GLEASON
= AREA LIONS

PANCAKE BREAKFAST & BAKE SALE
Sunday, January 26" ¢ 8am-12 noon
Gleason Lions Park N5179 Bradley St., Gleason
SAME GREAT FOOD WITH 4 SERVING OPTIONS
SENIOR/CHILDREN e STANDARD e UNLIMITED PANCAKES ONLY
BELGIUM WAFFLE WITH TOPPING e UNDER 5 - FREE
Serving: Regular & Potato Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Applesauce, Milk or Coffee

Now Offering - Biscuits and Gravy
We serve Pure Wisconsin Maple Syrup produced by Local Suppliers

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE ¢ 8:00am-12:30pm
Walk-ins welcome, or call for an appointment,

Toll Free at 1-800-280-4102. You will get a
Ticket For FREE breakfast when you donate blood.

landscape

the Great
Glacier about 10,000
years ago. A UW
geology and geophysics
professor described the
Underdown as a ‘world
class hummocky feature’
of glacial topography. In
simpler terms, the area
has swamps, lakes, bogs,
and hills abundantly.”

Thetrailis well marked
and packed, and hikers
can choose between
distances of one to four
hours depending on
their ability, experience,
and endurance. The
trail is “moderately
difficult.” Attendees
should plan to bring
their own snowshoes,
drink, and weather
appropriate clothing.
If there isn’t enough
snow for snowshoes, the
event will become a hike
instead. In that case,
attendees may want to
bring cleats, organizers
said.

“Hot hot
chocolate, cookies,
and a blazing fire will
await hikers after their
adventure. There is no

created by
Wisconsin

cider,

g THUR - Loaded Nachos

3 FRI- Cod orWalleye
SAT - 6” Pizza
SUN - Chicken

MON - Spaghetti

WEEKLY BRIEFING - JANUARY 23%° - 27™

Underdown snowshoe
adventure set for Feb. 1

charge for this event,
however, any donations
to the chapter will be
gratefully accepted.”

For more information,
contact Ruby Jaecks at
715.551.1118 or brjaecks@
outlook.com.

Directions to reach
the Underdown
Recreation Area

parking lot

From Merrill: Take
Hwy. 51 to K north of
Merrill, K right to H, H
right to Copper Lake Rd.,
right on Copper Lake Rd.
to Underdown parking
lot.

From Tomahawk: Take
Hwy. 51 South to Cty. Rd.
J at Irma, left on J to
H, right on H to Copper
Lake Rd., left on Copper
Lake Rd. to Underdown
parking lot.

From Rhinelander:
Take Hwy. 17 South to
Hwy. J at Bloomville, go
right on J to Copper Lake
Rd., turn left on Copper
Lake Rd. to Underdown
parking lot.

Follow the Ice Age
Trail signs.

FRIDAY,

JAN 24TH

Fish Fry
4-8PM
Music

[ *Bingo Starts Again Feb. 2nd!* |

6:30-8:30PM

Conference Room & Hall Rental Available
Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs.  Open at Noon Fri.

Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Closed Tues. & Wed.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ']

601 Johnson St., Merrill * 715-536-57108

[ kWEEERWESEUEUAGS Bk AR |

<» READ = REUSE = RECYCLE

4

Saturday February 1, 2025
Time: 6 - 9 PM
Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes
1208 N Center Ave, Merrill
$60 per person * $110 per couple

(Prices increase $5.00 at the door.)

\\Q\% Rotary

Club of Merrill

Enjoy a selection of wine and, craft beer from
Sawmill Brewing Company, and heavy appetizers.

Music provided by pianist and solo artist

Raffle prizes, games, wine pull, and your entry ticket
will give you a chance to win a door prize!

Please contact Karen with any.questions at kdkarow@gmail.com

422672

T pucorked

Amanda Anderson.

I‘Theme: RedfBlack¥AWhitc N
P

roceedsiwilligojtojthe]
St¥ohn;sIDaycare]Expansion]Broject

Yes! I/We would love to attend. Enclosed is my reservation:

Name(s):

Mail/Email Address:

Total Enclosed:

Make Checks Payable to: Rotary Club of Merrill
Mail Prepaid Reservations to: Rotary Club of Merrill, PO Box 101, Merrill, Wi 54452
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
City of Merrill

Street/Utility Construction Project
The City of Merrill, Lincoln County,
Wisconsin, will receive bids for a street
and utility project. This project is the
reconstruction of State Street between
Grand Avenue and 10th Street. Bids will
be accepted until 2 pm, February 13th,
2025. Bids will be received electronically
through Quest CDN VirtuBid™ online
bidding ONLY. No paper bids will be
accepted. Bids will then be placed on
file for further action. Bid documents will
be available Monday, January 20th,

2025. Plan documents can be
downloaded for a $50.00 non-
refundable fee by inputting Quest
Project # 9491489

(http://www.questcdn.com/).
Published January 16 & 23, 2025
WNAXLP

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
City of Merrill

Street/Utility Construction Project
The City of Merrill, Lincoln County,
Wisconsin, will receive bids for a street
and utility project. This project is the
reconstruction of State Street between
Grand Avenue and 10th Street. Bids will
be accepted until 2 pm, February 13th,
2025. Bids will be received electronically
through Quest CDN VirtuBid™ online
bidding ONLY. No paper bids will be
accepted. Bids will then be placed on
file for further action. Bid documents will
be available Monday, January 20th,

2025. Plan documents can be
downloaded for a $50.00 non-
refundable fee by inputting Quest

Project # 9491489

(http://www.questcdn.com/).

Published January 16 & 23, 2025
WNAXLP

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: December 27, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,

CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Russell G. Wendt
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2024 IN 55

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth 10-9-
1964 and date of death 12-17-2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
W8428 Cty Rd. M, Merrill, WI 54452.

3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04-18-2025.

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.

Stanley R. Wendt

W7750 Cty Rd. Z

Merrill, WI 54452

715-218-1081

Published January 9, 16 & 23, 2025

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 14, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Phyllis Louise Monka
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 03
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
1/21/1935 and date of death
12/27/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1806 W. Jackson
Street, Merrill, Wi 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Stephanie Springborn
N2395 Gen Drive
Merrill, WI 54452
715-218-8496
Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

informal

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 15, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Darwin Barndt
DOD: 01/11/2025
Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims (Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025-IN-04
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/25/1947, and date of death
01/11/2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W5371 Park Ave,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E
Main St. Merrill, Wisconsin, 2nd Floor,
before Becky Byer, Probate Registrar,
on February 27, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.
You do not need to appear unless you
object. The application may be granted if
there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is May 2, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main St,
Merrill, Wisconsin, 2nd Floor.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or addresses are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommodat-
ions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
W. Erich Scherr
1029 E. Main St, Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-8371 Bar Number 1031423
Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP
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BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 16, 2025

Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Dale C. Woller
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 06

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-

tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth

10/02/61 and date of death 01/11/25,

was domiciled in Lincoln County, State

of WI, with a mailing address of 405 N

Prospect St.

3. All interested persons waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim against

the decedent's estate is 04/25/25.

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln

County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,

Room Probate.

Tori Smith (Woller)

416 N 6th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401

715-571-8499

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

BY THE COURT

DATE SIGNED: January 17, 2025

Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Gregory Keith Cegielski
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 07

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal administra-

tion was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of birth

3/23/1973 and date of death 1/09/2025,

was domiciled in Lincoln County, State

of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of

W8447 HWY 64, Merrill, WI 54452.

3. All interested persons waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim against

the decedent's estate is May 2, 2025.

5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln

County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,

Probate Office.

Rory Cegielski

325 Central Ave., Medford WI 54451

715-560-5434

Published 1/23/25, 1/30/25 & 2/6/25
WNAXLP

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: January 8, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Penny Jo Wenzlick
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 02
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/16/1952 and date of death
12/30/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 109 N. California St.,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Jamie Amelse
714 S. State St, Apt 3, Merrill, W| 54452
715-212-5240
Published January 16, 23 & 30, 2025
WNAXLP

informal

DATE SIGNED: January 6, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LYNN J. HENRICH
DOD: 11/30/2024
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025 IN 01
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
03/29/1949 and date of death
11/30/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of N1245 Wisconsin
River Road, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/25/25.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office.
Kourtney E. Imig
835 Fifth Avenue, Antigo, WI 54409
715-623-2905
Bar No. 1115847
Published January 16, 23 & 30, 2025
WNAXLP

informal

Merrill Area Public Schools
Regular Board of Education Meeting
December 18, 2024 — Minutes
The meeting was called to order by

Blake at 5:30 PM in the Board Room.
Board members present: Ashbeck, De
Rizzo, Hornischer, Gremler, Liberty,
Proulx, Smith, and Blake. Board
member absent: Woller. Others present:
Superintendent Murray, MAPS
Administrators, Student Representatives
Black and Wagenaar, twelve people
from the staff and public, and Recorder
Woller.

MOTION by Proulx, second by Liberty to
approve the  2025-2026  School
Calendar. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the MAPS 4K Contract
for 2025-2026. Motion carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Liberty, second by Gremler

to approve the 2024-2025 PRSYL
School Readiness Goals. Motion carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Proulx, second by
Hornischer to approve the BVA
Governance Board enrollment limit
recommendation for the 2025-2026
school year. Motion carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Liberty, second by Proulx to
approve the MHS course description

Legals 7700

book for 2025-2026 as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION by Ashbeck, second by
Hornischer to approve the purchase of
the Massy Ferguson tractor from Fund
46. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Liberty to
approve the revised  2024-2025
Organizational Chart. Motion carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Proulx, second by De Rizzo
to approve the donation of funds from
Merrill Lions Club valued at $4,000 for
helping to support the Kate Goodrich,
Washington, PRMS and MHS Nest
programs. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Liberty, second by Proulx to
approve consent agenda items a
through d, which includes minutes of the
November 20, 2024 meeting; claims,
vouchers and receipts totaling
$3,197,261.01;  donations  totaling
$3,425.00; and, the attached personnel
report, contingent upon release of
contract for hirings and upon the
satisfaction of the appropriate liquidated
damages for resignations, if applicable.
Motion carried with Proulx and Smith
abstaining from the November 20, 2024
minutes.

Blake called for a MOTION to adjourn
into executive (closed) session pursuant
to Wisconsin Statutes under Section
19.85(1)(c). The purpose of the closed
session is to discuss administrators’ and
supervisors’  evaluations; and, to
conduct the Superintendent’s regularly
scheduled summative evaluation.
Motion by Proulx, second by Hornischer
to adjourn into closed session carried
unanimously on a roll call vote.

MOTION by Ashbeck, second by Proulx
to adjourn at 7:19 p.m. Motion carried
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Liberty

Board Clerk

RL/tlw

(The official minutes in their entirety are
available by calling (715) 536-4581, by
visiting www.mapsedu.org, or by visiting
the MAPS District Office at 1111 N.
Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin.)
Published January 23, 2025 WNAXLP

Merrill Area Public Schools
Special Board of Education Meeting
January 7, 2025 — Minutes
The meeting was called to order by

Blake at 5:30 p.m. in the Board room.
Board members present: Ashbeck,
Blake, DeRizzo, Gremler, Liberty, Smith
and Woller. Board members absent:
Hornischer and Proulx. Others present:
Superintendent  Murray, Director of
SPED/Pupil Services Haluska, and
Recorder Fuchs.

Blake announced an executive (closed)
session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes
under Sections 19.85(1) (a); (f) except
where par. (b) applies; and, 118.125.
The purpose of the closed session was
to conduct one (1) student expulsion
hearing, deliberate, and act regarding
the same. President Blake asked for a
contemplated motion to go into closed
session. MOTION by Liberty, second by
Ashbeck. Motion carried on a roll call
vote.

MOTION by Smith, second by Woller to
adjourn at 5:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Liberty

Board Clerk

RL/saf

(The official minutes in their entirety are
available by calling (715) 536-4581, by
visiting www.mapsedu.org, or by visiting
the MAPS District Office at 1111 N.
Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin.)
Published January 23, 2025 WNAXLP

The January 14th, 2025 Council Minutes
are in draft form until approved at the
next scheduled meeting. The minutes
are available for viewing on the bulletin
board outside the City Clerk’s Office and
on the City of Merrill website. Complete
Ordinances are available on the City of
Merrill website:
https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/

Published January 23, 2025 WNAXLP

Z-Best Storage, W4717 White Birch Rd,
Merrill WI 54452 will hold a Public Sale
Saturday, February 15, 2025 at 10:00
a.m. Preview at 9:50 a.m. on the day of
sale. Bidding is on the complete
contents of storage unit #50 rented by
James Bowman of Merrill WI. Includes:
furniture, household, patio chairs, grill &
accessories, misc. Contact 715-536-
0649 on Friday, Feb 14th to confirm sale
will proceed as scheduled.

Published January 23, 2025 WNAXLP

Did You

The Merrill Foto
News website
contains even

more stories
and photos
that don't fit

into our print
edition.

isit
Us
 Online!

www.merrilfotonews.com

CENEX from page 3

structures that will continue the legacy of
our festival for generations to come.”

This year, Hometown Throwdown has
expanded to award and recognize five
festivals. The grand prize winner will
receive $100,000, the runner-up will take
home $20,000, third place will be awarded
$15,000, fourth place will receive $10,000
and the fifth-place winner will take home
$5,000.

The entry period for the competition
starts Jan. 7 and runs through Feb. 7,
2025. Individuals and organizations can
enter through the Hometown Throwdown
online entry form. Once the entry period
has closed, five finalists will be announced
on May 1, and voting will be open May 1
through May 31. The grand-prize winner
and four runners-up will be picked after
voting closes in accordance with the rules
and will be announced on June 17.

“The Cenex brand is proud to give back
to the communities we call home, and
there’s no better way to celebrate than by
embracing the pride and joy people feel
for their local festivals,” said Erin Wroge,
Senior Director of Energy Marketing,

CITY OF MERRILL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Street Resurfacing Project

The City of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, will receive
bids for a street resurfacing project. This project is located
on Water Street from W Main Street to S Foster Street
and Eugene Street from Water Street 240 feet South
Bids will be accepted until 2 pm, February 13th, 2025.
Bids will be received electronically through Quest CDN
VirtuBid™ online bidding ONLY. No paper bids will be
accepted. Bids will then be placed on file for further action.
Bid documents will be available Monday, January 20th,
2025. Plan documents can be downloaded for a $50.00
non-refundable fee by inputting Quest Project # 9493572

(http://www.questcdn.com/).

Published January 16 & 23, 2025

Cenex. “Hometown Throwdown is a way
of honoring the spirit and traditions that
make each community unique.”

To be eligible, festivals must be run by a
local chamber of commerce, municipality,
downtown  commission, community-
oriented non-profit group, or other similar
organization. Festivals must take place in
the following states: Arizona, Colorado,
Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South
Dakota, Texas, Washington, Wisconsin,
and Wyoming.

Additional information about Hometown
Throwdown, including entry requirements
and restrictions, can be found at
CenexHometownThrowdown.com.

To learn more about the ways the Cenex
brand gives back to local communities,
follow them on Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok, and YouTube or visit cenex.com.

Cenex, the energy brand of CHS Inc.,
provides  high-quality refined fuels
through nearly 1,400 locally owned
convenience store locations across 19
states. Consumers depend on Cenex fuels,
lubricants, propane and renewable energy
products to power homes, businesses and
communities.

Volunteer!
Be social!
Meet your
neighbors!
Enjoy the arts!

Get active!

440035

WNAXLP

Call 715-536-7121
TODAY!

reaches 1 mi

works for me!

Each week the network of Wisconsin Community Papers

on+ homes throughout the state.

Our trusted newspapers bring together readers and advertisers
creating a strong local economy and vibrant community.

Support local businesses by supporting
Wisconsin Community Papers —
together everyone wins!?

WISCONSIN

community papers

For more information
or to advertise, contact:

To advertise in this local WCP publication contact:
Jennifer Gartmann
715-536-7121e jgartmann@mmclocal.com

To advertise in the WCP ad network email:
info@mmclocal.com

Tell our

advertisers you
saw themina
FREE Wisconsin

Community
Paper!
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Part 3: City of Merrill property taxes explained

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

This article is part 3, the final installment in a series to
help explain how real estate property taxes are calculated,
why some homeowners in the City of Merrill saw their
real estate tax bill increase, and why some homeowners’
tax increases were more or less than others.

Four jurisdictions on one bill recapped
As mentioned in part 2 of this series, the Real Estate
Property Bill City of Merrill residents receive reflects tax
levy assessments from four different jurisdictions: Lincoln
County, the City of Merrill, Merrill Area Public Schools
(MAPS), and Northcentral Technical College (NTC). Each
one of those taxing authorities/entities sets their own
budget and calculates the total amount of funding needed
for the coming year; then subtracts from that any other
sources of income available to them (such as state or federal
aid, grants, shared revenue, etc.); and the remainder is
what becomes their tax levy amount, an amount which
is restricted by State laws to a maximum percentage of

increase; and this is used to set their tax (or mill) rate.

Clarifying examples

One astute reader pointed out there was a flaw in the
example I used in part 2 of this series, explaining how a
property reassessment alone can result in higher property
taxes. He’s right. My example kind of mixed apples and
oranges.

My original example said: After reassessment: If the
total property value increases to $120 million due to higher
property values, the local government may still need to
collect $1 million in taxes. While the tax rate remains the
same (1%), a property that was previously valued at $200,000
might now be valued at $250,000. As a result, the property
owner will pay $2,500 instead of $2,000, even though the tax
rate hasn’t changed.

It should have said simply: After reassessment: IF the tax
rate remains the same (1%), a property that was previously
valued at $200,000 might now be valued at $250,000. As a
result, the property owner will pay $2,500 instead of $2,000,
even though the tax rate hasn’t changed. That would be
correct. The tax rate remaining consistent, multipled by a
new higher property value, will result in said increase in
taxes.

However, to the reader’s point, my original example
said: After reassessment: If the total property value
increases to $120 million due to higher property values,
the local government may still need to collect $1 million
in taxes. In that case, if the taxing entity did not need to
raise any additional amount for an increased budget, the
tax rate would actually decrease (not remain the same as
I originally stated) to .8%. And in that case, even though a
property that was previously valued at $200,000 might now
be valued at $250,000, the property owner would still only
pay $2,000 in taxes (the same as the previous year) because,

even though his property value went up, the overall tax
rate went down.

So that would be the scenario in the case of increased
values due to reassessment where the tax levy amount
stayed the same, bringing the tax levy percentage down.

So let’s recap to clarify with a couple more examples.

Let’s say a property’s assessed value doubles, like some
properties that were previously valued on the low end in
the City of Merrill did this past year. If a property was
previously valued at $50,000 and it doubled to $100,000
in assessed value, but the tax rate stayed the same, and
for the sake of simplicity, let’s stick with that 1%, then a
property valued at $50,000 x a 1% tax rate would have had
a $500 tax bill previously, and with the new assessed value
having doubled to $100,000, the tax bill would increase to
$1,000 ($100,000 x 1%). That is, all things being equal.

However, if the tax rate decreases, because the entire tax
values of a municipality did not double—only some of those
on the lower end of the spectrum—so the tax rate would go
down to generate the same overall tax levy for the budget,
and let’s go with that same .8% again to keep things simple,
then the amount of the new year’s tax bill would be $100,000
X .8% or $800. So the taxes would increase (because of the
increased value) but not in direct proportion to the increase
in value. In other words, the taxes wouldn’t double, even
though the assessed value of the property doubled.

City of Merrill 2024 tax levy

Moving on to the specifics of our local taxes, the City of
Merrill increased their overall annual budget for 2025 by
just 2.1%, the maximum allowed amount, from $5,849,296
in 2024 to $ 5,972,666 for 2025. “The City of Merrill Held
the levy at 2.1% which is below the average increase of
inflation,” said Merrill Mayor Steve Hass. This allowed
for a 2.5% increase for City of Merrill employees, which is
still below the cost of inflation, he said, but did provide City
employees with some relief.

However, after factoring in adjustments for the Tax
Incremental Districts and the increase in the assessed
values of all properties within the City of Merrill, based on
the recent reassessments, the overall City of Merrill mill
rate actually went down, from 16.78% in 2023 to 10.06% for
2024. That’s because the total assessed value of properties
within the City of Merrill increased from $423,537,330in 2023
to $683,425,200 in 2024, an increase of nearly $260,000,000.

Factoring in the rates for the other taxing jurisdictions
(Lincoln County, MAPS, and NTC), the total levy taken
against residents within the City of Merrill actually
decreased from 7.7% in 2023 to 0.8% in 2024.

Median home values in Merrill increased
with reassessment
Prior to the reassessment, “the median home value in
Merrill was $80,000,” said Emily Ley, Finance Director for
the City of Merrill, “and it is now [with the reassessment]
$150,000.” The increase in value was significant due to the
housing shortage. “That’s an 87.5% increase in the value [of

the property], and it was an 11% percent increase for the
median home value that [the taxes] went up,” she said. So
even though home values increased significantly, taxes did
not increase by the same rate.

Rather, the reassessment to set the assessed values of
properties much closer to the fair market value means that
now property owners are “paying their fair share,” said
City Administrator Rod Akey. “The reevaluation tries to
make everything equal,” he said. It is more equitable to all
property owners.

What does all of that mean?

In a nutshell, this means taxes increased for properties
where assessed values increased from 2023 to 2024. But
for properties where the values were already close to fair
market value in 2023, so their assessed value remained the
same upon reassessment in 2024, those properties’ real
estate taxes actually went down.

Consider this: A property already with an assessed
value of $150,000 within the City of Merrill in 2023 would
have paid $4,866.09 in net tax (prior to any lottery credit or
first dollar credit). Let’s say that assessed value was spot on
because the home was purchased in 2023 for $150,000, so it
didn’t change in value due to the 2024 reassessment. That
same property with an assessed value of $150,000 in 2024
would now pay $2,873.64 in real estate taxes.

Their tax bill would have decreased significantly this
year because all properties (based on the reassessment)
were paying their equitable share”of the tax burden.

A property with an assessed value of $80,000 in
2023 (which was the median home value prior to this
reassessment) would have paid $2,595.25 in net tax (prior
to any lottery credit or first dollar credit), but now with
a reassessed value of $150,000 (which is the new median
home value) in 2024, that same property would pay $2,873.64
in real estate taxes. So the home’s value increased 87.5%,
but their property tax obligation only increased 11.2%.

Last year, the first homeowner was paying more than his
fair share of property taxes, but now that properties were
reassessed, each property owner’s share of the tax burden
has been reset to level the playing field again, so to speak.

We sincerely hope that this series has helped better
explain how property taxes are calculated and why
property taxes may have changed this year. If not,
additional resources are available. For links to public
information or to learn more about taxation and
assessment (DOR’s 2024 Guide for Property Owners);
your property assessment, tax bills, and payment history
(Lincoln County Land Records); or City of Merrill tax
rates compared to other Lincoln County municipalities
(Lincoln County Mill Rates), go to: ci.merrill.wi.us/
taxcollection. For questions on your property’s assessed
value or to learn how to dispute that assessed value,
contact Kitt Kostki at 715.577.1875. For questions about
the City of Merrill annual budget or this year’s tax levy
amount, contact City of Merrill Finance Director Emily
Ley at 715.536.5594.
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NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVIGE DIRECTORY

p - WiIndows
N1629 Rolling Hills Road
Antigo WI 54409

Free Estimates

Custom built to any size and style -
Primary 715-618-83338
Secondary 715-610-9030

lakestarwindows@yodermail.net

Glass Warranty
Lifetime Vinyl
Warranty

440207

/7 \ S%:EE%%LDM hasad

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING * CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
YOUR HOUSE? : EXISTING ROOFING
TRY A STEEL ROOF! _ 40 yEAR FAGTORY WARRANTY

%UMTEIJ * 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
TR pEcleTANT

B - VENTILATED AT PEAK
TS - eneroy STAR EFFICIENT
- SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
© - 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.
Colf Comtings

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRAGCTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
CGALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

439414

A‘ N * Build & Remodel  * Shop/Sheds

THORNE CONSTRUCTIONLLE ¢ Complete Remodels ¢ Concrete/ICF Walls
715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing
your house?

I  TRYA
~ STEEL ROOF!

« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty « 4-Star
Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient 28 Colors Available

195697

Do it Once,

Do it Rightl P 715-314-2295

Jerry Stutzman

= Compact tractor work

= Sidewalk edging

= Siding

= Driveway sealing

= Lawn care & snow removal
= Gutter cleaning

= Small concrete work

= Decks

= Tree cutting & trimming

= No job out of the question

“*HOME
MAINTENANCE
SERVICES

We want to do all the work
you don'’t

Joe - 715-574-0773

7 f)v

CAL'S HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Garages, Remodeling
Yard Work, Driveway Sealcoating O

715-816-4602 . /7,

PODEWELT?Z,

Repair Service, LLC
Heating ¢ Cooling * Sheet Metal

% TRANE'

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

2839

SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up

¢ Clam Truck Service

¢ Dumpster Service ’
¢ Buying Cars & Trucks

Ca

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service ¢ Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372
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| CLASSIFIEDS |

| AUCTIONS |

Announcements 7005 [ Dogs 7272 M Dogs nn

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move household &
Cars — CHEAP! Local 414-520-

1612
Firewood 7244
DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

FIREWOOD - mixed hardwood
cut & split. Seasoned 2 years.
3 miles north of Wausau.
FREE DELIVERY within 15 miles
w/surcharge over 15.
$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

FOR SALE: 8 Cords, cut & split,
Oak Firwood. Dry 6 years. $140 a
cord. Phone 715-218-3002

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

ADORABLE PUG PUPPIES!
Great w/kids awesome family pets
shots dewormed vet ck'd 2-F 1-M
$500 715-669-7571 (1/20)

AKC YELLOW BLACK LAB PUPS
AND AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS $800. ALSO GOLDEN RE-
TREIVER CROSS. $500 CALL
715-671-3092 (#267331) 1/20

BOSTON/RAT TERRIER PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver

$400 715-255-2661
(#269146)1/20)nnc
CAVAPOO PUPS $600

Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)1/20)nw

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Wormed Vet Ck’d Health Guar-
anteed $500 Call 715-470-0458
No Text (#509642) 1/20 amsm

For Salle GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS. Only 2 left $400 Vac. Vet
Ck'd call 715-721-5123 (1/20)

Miniature Australian Shepherd
puppies. Registered, Blue Merles
& Black Tris, shots, dewormed, vet
checked, born 10-12-24. Ready
now $400 715-819-0865. No texts.

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS!
$700 Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can
deliver 715-255-2661
(#269146)1/20nw

WELCH CORGI PUPS! Vet Ck'd
Dewormed 1st shots $600 Well
socialized with Kids call 715-
7456018 (1/20)

Miscellaneous Pet 7278

DOG KENNEL FOR SALE
In very good shape.
6' tall x 12' long x 10" wide.

$120.
Call 715-574-1936

7284
IM-

Livestock
HOMEGROWN BEEF NO

PLANTS! Half $3.05lb Quarter
$3.10lb call 715-470-0458
(am1/20n)

Hay and Straw 7288

Hay For Sale, 1st, 2nd & 3rd crop.
Dry and Baleage. 715-965-9370

Agriculture Services 1292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Commercial For Rent 7430

Second floor office suite for
lease Three private offices and
waiting area, 850 sq/ft, utilities
included. Prime  downtown
Rhinelander location. Call/text
for pricing, 608.234.7200

7502

Motorcycles

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

7538
2008 Buick Lucerne CXL, 64,687

Passenger Cars

miles, white diamond metallic,
very clean excellent condition.
608-576-1957 Merrill. $6,900.

ADVERTISE
HERE

715-536-7121

Skilled Trades n75

Experienced Diesel Mechanic:
$30+/hr, M-F 7am to 5pm. Health,
Life & Disability Insurance, Tool &
Cell phone allowance, Housing
available. Send resume to Wald-
vogel Trucking, W7622 State Hwy
47, Antigo, WI 54409, or call 715-
489-3674

Your local
community
newspaper
is the best
place to look.

MERRILLFOTONEWS.COM

Buying or selling - the Classifieds
can work for you. Gall 715-536-7121

Saturday,

(. N
?ALCH_ lge @ ';g' January 25, 2025
\uctlon & Realty 10:00 AM

MOVING AUCTION | EXPO Center, 303 N Sales St., Merrill
See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

Tools ¢ Guns © Household ¢ Coins ® Marbles and Buttons e 4 Gallon Red Wing Crock
o Western Stoneware Jug ¢ McDonalds Dolls e Collector Metal Signs and Pictures
o Metal JD Tractor e Coke-Cola Metal Sign e Sleds  Wood Ski Set
* Ice Fishing Poles  Tonka Toys e Blue Jars © Keys and Locks ¢ Match Box Cars
e Charlie Brown Glasses e Gal Jugs ® Coors Stine ¢ Boxes of Records ® Tins
 Blue Bowls e Old Bottles e Bar Mats e Tinkertoys e Barbe Van e License’s Plates
o Baseball Collector Cards  Erector Set ® Superman ¢ and Much More
Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:
www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer ¢ Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, Wi Lic. #230

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

<» READ =" REUSE = RECYCLE
%Mymﬁo& Fheerr!

un an ad in the Foto News on February 13
showing your love to that someone special!

Additio E
( ne: Noon on Nlonday,Feb.mth ﬁ |Eﬁ 5

Call 715-536-7121

FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com
or stop by our office at 2011 E. Main St., Mernill

DIRECTOR

MERRILL AREA UNITED WAY, INC.

EXECUTIVE [iriY]

Merrill Area United Way is seeking applicants to fill our open position
of Executive Director due to the retirement of current Director.

This position manages, coordinates the operations of the United
Way organization and supports the volunteer process needed to
implement community-wide fundraising and fund distribution for
the Merrill Area United Way. This is a part-time position with flexible
hours reporting to the United Way Board of Directors.

Qualified applicants must be a self-starter, have strong oral and
written communications skills, broad knowledge of nonprofits,
experience in fundraising and volunteer coordination, comfortable
using MS products, QuickBooks Online and social media. Provide
own transportation for errands and limited travel required.

Submit resume and application no later than February 12th to

United Way website.

delores.olsen@merrillareaunitedway.org
Application and job description are available on the Merrill Area

440598

Join the Lincoin
Production Grew
in Merrill, Wit

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

Why Join Us?

* Starting Pay up to $22/hr.

¢ First Shift Only - keep your evenings free!

¢ Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance

¢ Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily

* Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

3 WAYS TO APPLY

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today
and be part of
something great!

1. Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
2. Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
3. Go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies
@ Lincoln

IS YOUR

CALL US TODAY!

BUSINESS HIRING?
715-536-7121

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

WE'RE HIRING! —

2 MERRILL LOCATIONS

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

Join our K
Team!

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

l!['-é-.?""'—f |

e 4 10-Hour Days
e Both shifts available
e Possible OT on Friday

e Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
e Retirement & Life Insurance
Paid Holidays and Vacations
e Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month

2025 Monthly Rates )

430568

PACIFIC

WINDOWS
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Varsity Boys Hoops: After
two losses, Boys secure
victory to close the Week

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Tuesday, Jan. 14,
2025, the Merrill Varsity
Boys Basketball Team
traveled to DC Everest to
play a challenging game
that ultimately resulted in a
Bluejay loss.

“It was another night
where we showed we can
play with the top-tier bigger
teams,” said Merrill Boys
Varsity Basketball Head
Coach Troy Pieper. “Everest
is a very good team, and we
had our chances tonight,
and probably should have
pulled this one out if we
executed a little better at
times in the second half, but
credit Everest for executing
better at the end and making
their free throws.”

“We talk all the time about
the four 4’s— the first and
last 4 minutes of each half,”
he said. “We lost three of
the four tonight. We started
down 9-0, and we didn't
rebound well and gave too
many second chances down
the stretch of the first half
that put us in a double digit
deficit at the half.”

“We fought back though
and didn’t let up and took
the lead in the second half,”
Pieper said. “I couldn’t be
prouder of the guys for not
giving up. Other years when
playing at Everest and they
get up double figures, it
would snowball into a worse
deficit, but the guys did their
job of not flinching and won
the second half but just
didn’t win it by enough.”

“I thought Tyson Ott was
really impressive tonight,”
he said. “He was aggressive
all night and really looked
confident out there all night.
He was also playing with
a little stomach bug so it’s
even more impressive when
you add that element to the
night.”

Box Score

Merrill 51
Everest 59

@ DC

On Friday, Jan. 17, the
Merrill Boys played a home
game against Marshfield
and suffered a second loss.

“Marshfield is one of the
best in the state of Wisconsin
for a reason,” Pieper said.
“They are just a well-oiled
machine, and we came out a
little flat and off tonight, and
when you do that against
a team like Marshfield, it’s
going to be a rough night.”

“I thought Cooper
Wendorf gave some really
good minutes,” he said.
“He looked confident and
aggressive on both ends of
the floor and took care of
the ball really well against
a very good defensive team.”

“The only thing about
humble losses like this,”
Pieper said, “Is thankfully

}111 1eh

piliilitl

Kory Page has determination written all over his face as he

heads for the hoop.

we get to play the next night
to get the taste out of our
mouth.”

Box Score

Marshfield 73 @
Merrill 34

On Saturday, Jan. 18, the
Merrill Boys did exactly that,
playing a victorious home
game against the Antigo Red
Robins for Merrill’s Hall of
Fame Night.

“You never know how you
will respond playing back-
to-back games,” Pieper said.
“And especially coming off
of aloss like the night before,
but the guys responded well
and came out and set the
tone early and often. Our
defensive energy was back
after not quite having it
Friday. I was very happy
how everyone flew around
tonight.”

“It was probably our best
night efficiently on offense
as well,” he said. “We really
did a great job of making the
extra pass and taking great
shots all night. At times this
year we take shots way too
early in the possession, but
tonight we really did a nice
job of moving the ball and
getting the defense moving
and getting great shots both
against their man defense
and their 1-3-1 defense.”

“We had four guys finish
in double figures, and two
finish with 8 and 9 points,”
Pieper said. “It was a well-
balanced attack tonight.
I liked seeing Kory Page
get going again; he’s been
the focus of other defenses
lately and it’s frustrated him
a little, but tonight he was
patient, stayed out of foul
trouble, and had a very nice
controlled aggressiveness.
He can score in so many
ways; when he’s playing like
he did tonight and creating

Joseph Frederick photo.

opportunities for everyone,
we are a very dangerous
team.”

“T thought Aidan
Houghton might have had
his best game of his career,”
he said. “And when you look
at the box score, you will
only see three points and
only four shots taken, but
he was locked in all night on
both ends. He was attacking
the boards and showing his
athleticism all night. He
finished with 10 rebounds,
4 of them offensive boards
which is like adding 4 more
possessions for us, and he
was everywhere on defense,
had a highlight block of a
3-point shot, and he was
making the extra pass and
creating for his teammates
adding 4 assists. He just was
everywhere tonight. It’s not
all about scoring and doesn’t
always show in the box score,
but we are at our best when
we are doing all the little
things, and I thought Aidan
showcased that tonight.”

Box Score

Antigo 57 @ Merrill 77

EMU Bluejacks shutout by SPASH,
rebound with victory over Houghton

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Jan. 16, 2025, the EMU
Bluejacks traveled to play SPASH in
a conference game and got completely
shutout, taking a tough loss. Goalie
Chase Klebenow had a rough night, as
play dominated on his end, making a
whopping 45 saves but permitting 12
SPASH goals to get through.

Box Score

SPASH 12, EMU 0

On Jan. 18, the EMU Bluejacks
played Houghton in a non-conference
game at the MARC. Houghton claimed
the first two goals in the first period
with the Bluejacks scoring one and
trying to catch up. Brody Klebenow
made the goal for the Bluejacks with
an assist by Liam Zdroik.

But in the second period, the

Bluejacks turned the game around,
scoring two more goals to take the
lead. First Connor Zdroik put one
in the net with an assist from Brody
Klebenow, and then Zach Pagel and
Jackson Pierce teamed up to make a
second score.

In the third period, the Pierce/
Pagel team quickly scored another
goal within less than a minute of
play, followed by a Pagel/Pierce score
close to 11 minutes in. Houghton
scored another as the visitors tried
to catch up. But the Bluejacks’ Brody
Klebenow finished things off with an
assist from Connor Zdroik to make a
sixth score for the Bluejacks, and the
Bluejacks claimed the game’s victory
with a solid three-point lead.

Goalie Connor Burton made 23
saves.

Box Score

EMU 6, Houghton 3

2024-2025 High

SEEIIE

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri, Jan.24 Wausau West (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Fri, Jan. 24 Wausau West (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Tues, Jan. 28 Wausau East (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues, Jan. 28 ‘Wausau East (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri, Jan.24 Wausau West (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri, Jan. 24 Wausau West (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues, Jan. 28 Wausau East (JV & JV2) Away 4:30 pm
Tues, Jan. 28 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 6:00 pm
Thurs, Jan. 30 Granton (JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Jan. 23 Marshfield (JV) Home 6:30 pm
Thurs, Jan. 23 Marshfield (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Sat, Jan. 25 Whitnall (Varsity) Away 8:00 am
Sat, Jan. 25 Bay Port (JV) Away 8:00 am
Thurs, Jan. 30 ‘Wausau West (JV) Home 6:30 pm
Thurs, Jan. 30 Wausau West (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Girls Wrestling (Varsi
T hurs, Jan. 23 Marshfield (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Thurs, Jan. 30 Wausau West (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm
Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Jan. 23 WI Rapids Lincoln JV & JV2) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs, Jan. 23 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Fri, Jan. 24 Langlade (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Sat. Jan. 25 Cedarburg (Varsity) Home® 12:00 pm
Sat. Jan. 25 Cedarburg (JV) Home' 2:00 pm
Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Tues, Jan. 28 Stevens Point (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Tues, Jan. 28 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
L Sports rroTecTING | Church || -
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Jacob Schmeltzer, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named
Athlete of the Week for the week of Jan. 23, 2025. Jacob is a guard on the Merrill
Boys Varsity Basketball Team. He started on the fifth grade Merrill Traveling Team,
then played for Prairie River Middle School, and then the Merrill JV Basketball
Team as a Freshman before moving up to Varsity. Jacob also plays on the Varsity
Football Team and the Merrill Varsity Golf Team.
In his free time, Jacob said he likes to golf and hang out with his friends. He also
enjoys swimming with friends at Council Grounds, watching sports, or playing
basketball with friends at Riverside. He also enjoys family get-togethers with his

large family.

The son of Tracy and Chris Schmeltzer of Merrill, Jacob will graduate this spring. =
Jacob plans to attend Madison Area Technical CoIIege beginning in the fall. He Jacob Schmeltzer
has not yet decided on his major or a specific career goal.

Congratulations from these sponsors:

erotecting | Church
Mutual

INSURANCE

THE GRENTER
G e

Ah

Real Rewards,

Year After Year

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for

the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

l\h"

Nicolet

NATIONAL BANK

INTERFLEX GROUP
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Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News
editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to
fotonews@mmeclocal.com

800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com






