The Marathon
County Historical
Society presents
Vintage Game Night

FOR MMC

The Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game
Night returns Friday, February 7th. Our game night is
the First Friday of each month from 5:30-8:30 pm at the
Woodson History Center (410 Mcindoe St. Wausau). We
have 100’s of vintage games (past and present) to choose
from and people can come and go as they please. You can
even bring your own game to play. Hungry Hungry Hippos,
Monopoly, Uno, Clue, card games, team games, children’s
games and even the popular Chicken Nugget game! We've
got something for everyone.

Upcoming dates are February 7th, March 7th, April 4th,
May 2nd and June 6th. Vintage Video Game Night returns
in April co-sponsored by the Wisconsin Computer Club. We
still pull out vintage board/card games, so people have that
option too. Always free popcorn. Please join us for Vintage
Game Night and have a good old time.

For more information, please contact the Marathon
County Historical Society at 715-842-5750, email us at info@
marathoncountyhistory.org, visit our website at www.
marathoncountyhistory.org or check out our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonCountyHistory.

VINTAGE GAME NIGHT
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm Fridays, February 7th,
March 7th, April 4th, May 2nd and June 6th
Woodson History Center
410 McIndoe Street, Wausau, Wisconsin
www.marathoncountyhistory.org

MCHS is located in the Woodson History Center at 410
McIndoe Street, Wausau, Wisconsin. Exhibit and office
hours are Tuesday - Friday 9 am to 4:30 pm and Saturday
and Sunday 1 pm to 4:30 pm. Admission is free. The
Research Library is open from 9 am to 3:30 pm Tuesday —
Friday. Tours of the Yawkey House Museum are available
Tuesday - Sunday. Call for times and prices.

The mission of MCHS is to collect, preserve, and exhibit
materials related to the history of Marathon County, and
to use these materials to help people learn about North
Central Wisconsin, connect with their roots, and explore
their own historical connections.

The Marathon County Historical Society is supported in
part by City of Wausau Room Tax Funding. Additional support
provided through the B.A. & Esther Greenheck Foundation.

Alum Cans
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Cold Weather Increases Risk of Heart Attacks:
Aspirus Cardiologist Urges Caution

ASPIRUS HEALTH

As temperatures drop,
the risk of heart-related
health issues, particularly
heart attacks, rises
significantly. Research has

climates or facing sudden
temperature changes.

Cold weather poses
unique challenges for the
body. “When temperatures
fall, our bodies respond

highlighted the connection by constricting blood
between cold weather vessels to conserve heat,
and cardiovascular which can raise blood
events, raising concern pressure,” said Dr. Daniel

for individuals in colder Krause, an Aspirus

Get your
tax prep price
fromthe
get-go.

Expect no surprises with
your tax prep price.

3910 SCHOFIELD AVE
H&R SCHOFIELD, WI 54476 | 715-359-8560
BLOCK

Limitationg apply. Dotails at hrblock.com/guarantoes

Heart Care cardiologist.
“This added strain on the
heart can be especially
dangerous for individuals
with preexisting heart
conditions or those at
risk of cardiovascular
disease.”

Why Cold Weather
Increases Risk

Cold weather impacts the

cardiovascular system in
several ways:

» Vasoconstriction: The
narrowing of blood vessels
increases blood pressure,
forcing the heart to work
harder.

. Increased Blood
Clotting: Cold temperatures

See RISK page 2

Biggest refund
possible or your
money back.

Get your max refund or
your tax prep is on us.

WITH

H&R
BLOCK

356 S 18TH AVE

WAUSAU, W1 54401 | 715-842-5308

All tax situations are different. Not everyone gets a refund.
See hrblock.com/guarantees for complete details.
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800-398-2667 * covantagecu.org
Rib Mountain ¢ Rothschild * Wausau * Weston

V/

Advancement Opportunities
Great Benefits Package * Paid Vacation
Employee Appreciation Events
Company Match 401(k)
Check our website for current openings. E.O.E

MARATHON

CHEESE CORPORATION

www.mcheese.com/join-our-team

RETURNING TO YOU

$6.5 MILLION!

Your PATRONAGE PAYMENT

“Thank You, Member-Owners!”

This is our 44" year
of showing gratitude
to those who rely

on us for their

financial needs.

The patronage payment was
deposited for eligible members
on December 31, 2024.
For details, go to:

covantagecu.org/patronage

( CoVantage

CREDIT UNION

Join our team, where your
dedication and passion will
be appreciated. You will matter
at Marathon Cheese!
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Looking Past; Looking Forward

Dear Reader,

When the love of your life
dies, the impact is profound
and life-altering. The grief
can feel as though it will never
subside, and the absence of
that person—your partner in
all things—casts a shadow over
even the smallest moments of
your day. The process of losing
them, from illness or sudden tragedy to
the final goodbye, is one of life’s greatest
challenges.

After the funeral is over, the loneliness
often sets in deeply. Friends and family may
surround you for a time, offering kindness
and support, but eventually, their lives pull
them back to their routines. And there you
are, left to grapple with the silence.

Many who experience such a loss have
shared how the grief feels inescapable.
The memories you shared with your
spouse linger everywhere—in your home,
your daily habits, and even in the way
you think about the world. The ache is
particularly acute when something good or
bad happens, and you instinctively want to
share it with them.

There is no one-size-fits-all answer to
coping with such loss. Each person’s grief
is unique, shaped by the depth of the
relationship and the individual personality
of the one left behind. However, here are
some thoughts that may offer comfort
and guidance as you navigate this painful
journey.

First, take it one day at a time. It’s simple
advice, but it holds profound wisdom. In
the early days, just getting out of bed and
facing the world can feel like a monumental
task. Allow yourself to move at your own
pace. Don’t rush the grieving process or
feel pressured to “move on” too quickly.
Healing is not linear, and it’s okay to have
days when the sorrow feels overwhelming.

It’s important to lean on others—but
also seek to rebuild. Family and friends
can provide crucial support, but their lives

will naturally continue, and
you may find yourself needing
to rebuild parts of your own.
Consider joining a grief
support group where others
who’ve experienced similar
losses can share their insights
and struggles. Knowing you’re
not alone in your feelings can
be deeply reassuring.

Over time you can find new meaning and
purpose. Though it feels impossible at first,
try to slowly re-engage with the world. Take
up an activity or explore something you’ve
always been curious about. Join a class in
art, writing, or history. Volunteer with an
organization that aligns with your values.
If you're physically able, activities like
yoga, gardening, or walking in nature can
offer both physical and emotional relief.

You may find some healing in honoring
your loved one’s memory. Create a ritual
or space where you can remember and
celebrate your spouse. It might be a small
garden, a photo album, or even a weekly
moment of reflection. This helps keep
them present in your life in a way that
feels healthy and comforting, rather than
overwhelming.

But don’t remain in a constant state of
sorrow. Your loved one wouldn’t want that.
While they may no longer be physically by
your side, their love and influence live on in
you. Embracing life doesn’t mean forgetting
them; it means carrying their memory with
you as you find joy again.

Take heart, dear reader. Though the
journey of loss is painful, it’s also a
testament to the love you shared. Grief is a
long and winding road, but it does not mean
your own story is over. It’s a new chapter—
one you didn’t ask for, but one in which
you can still find meaning, connection, and
even hope.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.
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Wisconsin Joins $106 Million Multi-State
Settlement with Vanguard over
Big Tax Bills, Remediation to Investors

FOR MMC

The Wisconsin
Department of Financial
Institutions (DFI), a
member of the North
American Securities

Administrators Association
(NASAA), today announced
Wisconsin has joined a
taskforce of state securities
regulators and the United
States  Securities and
Exchange Commission
(SEC) in a $106 million
settlement with Vanguard
Marketing Corporation
(VMC) and The Vanguard
Group, Inc. (Vanguard)
for failing to supervise
certain registered persons
and failing to disclose
potential tax consequences
to investors following
a change in investment

minimums for certain
target date retirement
funds.

The settlement stems

from a three-year multi-
state task force investigation

coordinated through
NASAA’s Enforcement
Section Committee, to

conduct a comprehensive
investigation, parallel to a
concurrent investigation by
the SEC.

investment minimums for
its Institutional Target
Retirement Funds (TRFs).
As a result of the lowered
investment minimums, a
large number of retirement
plan investors redeemed
their Investor TRF shares
to purchase Institutional
TRF shares. The large
number of redemptions
caused Vanguard to sell
highly appreciated assets
in the Investor TRF, which
triggered significant capital
gains taxes for hundreds
of thousands of retail
investors who remained
invested in the Investor
TRF. Vanguard did not
disclose  the potential
capital gains and tax
implications to Investor
TRF shareholders which
was a consequence of the
migration of shareholders
from the Investor TRF to

the Institutional TRF.
“This joint investigative
effort underscores the

crucial role our members
playininvestorprotection,”
said NASAA President
and DFI Securities
Administrator Leslie Van
Buskirk. “This settlement
shows the value of state
and federal authorities
working together to benefit
investors.”

The Vanguard Group,
Inc. is the parent company
of Vanguard Marketing
Corporation, a FINRA- and
state-registered broker-

hold shares in qualified
accounts that offer special
tax treatment, including
deferred taxes, as well
as to investors who hold
shares in taxable accounts.
Historically, the amount of
capital gains distributions
and resulting tax liability
for shareholders in
Investor TRFs has been
modest. The SEC will
notify the investors that
were impacted by this
action and will administer
the remediation payments,
through its Fair Fund
program, to compensate
investors for the capital
gains taxes.

“As demonstrated by
this enforcement action, we
are working collaboratively
to protect  Wisconsin
investors and the integrity
of our financial markets,”
said DFT Secretary Cheryll
Olson-Collins. “This
settlement is an important
reminder to every firm and
financial professional to
comply with our securities
laws.”

Wisconsin residents who
have questions or concerns
about this settlement, their
investments, or financial
professional, should
contact the DFI’s Division
of Securities by calling
(608) 266-2139 or emailing
DFISecurities@dfi.
wisconsin.gov.  Residents
can also visit BrokerCheck®
to research the background

The investigation dealer. Vanguard markets and experience of financial
revealed that in 2020, and sells target retirement brokers, advisers, and
Vanguard lowered the funds to investors who firms.

RISK from page 1 levels and increasing sudden, strenuous outdoor

can cause blood to thicken,
which may elevate the risk
of clot formation.

« Elevated Heart Rate:
Activities like shoveling
snow or outdoor exercise

can strain the heart,
especially for those
unaccustomed to such
exertion.

+  Decreased Oxygen
Supply: Cold air can irritate
the lungs, reducing oxygen

cardiac strain.

Who Is Most at Risk?

Certain groups are more
vulnerable to cold-weather-
related heart issues,
including:

+ Older adults

. Individuals with
existing cardiovascular
disease

« Smokers

« Those with high blood
pressure or diabetes

+ People engaging in

© Aspirus

activities

Recognizing
Warning Signs

Recognizing the signs of
a heart attack is crucial.
Symptoms to watch for
include:

+ Chest pain or discomfort

« Shortness of breath

« Pain radiating to the
arm, neck, or jaw

the

« Cold sweats or
lightheadedness
“If you or someone

you're with experiences
these symptoms, call 911
immediately,” Dr. Krause
emphasized. “Quick action
can save lives.”

Aspirus encourages
the community to take
simple  precautions to
protect their heart health,
such as dressing warmly,
avoiding sudden physical
exertion outdoors, and
staying hydrated. For more
information or to connect
with an Aspirus cardiologist,
visit Aspirus.org.
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Rondele Ranch to Hold Groundbreaking for New Event Center

The project will create a new multi-use event and entertainment space

FOR MMC

Rondele Ranch will host a
groundbreaking ceremony
at their event grounds on
Thursday, January 23,
2025 at 11:30 a.m. to mark
the start of construction,
by design/build partner
Keller Inc., on an event and

entertainment space on
their main grounds (8959
County Highway K).

“Once completed, the

new event center will be
able to accommodate large
private events (weddings,
dinners, dances, etc.), as

well as host various public
events for the enjoyment of
residents and visitors of all
ages,” shared Owner Robert
Chadwell. “The new space
will be better suited for
large year-round gatherings
and performances over
our smaller venues. This
new space will be the first
of its kind in the area, will
create numerous local job
opportunities and will be
a great asset to the north
woods of Wisconsin.”
Keller is proud to
announce its selection

as the Design/Build
Contractor for an exciting
new facility. The project
features a 14,750-square-
foot main building and an
additional 4,072 square feet
of canopies, constructed
with durable wood
framing, a comprehensive
fire protection system,
and a maintenance-
free exterior. Highlights
include a covered drive-
through entrance, a well-lit
parking lot, and stunning
“Modern Northwoods”
design elements, developed

in  collaboration  with
A.design, LLC.

The facility will offer
a range of thoughtfully
designed spaces, including a
full bar, a catering kitchen, a

bride’s lounge, a ceremony

area, a reception hall,
and outdoor patios. Large
custom windows, intricate
casework, and elegant

interior features will ensure
a welcoming and stylish
experience for guests. The

project is funded by Rondele
Ranch and construction is
being done by Keller, Inc.
of Wausau, Wisconsin. No
traffic impacts are expected
as a result of the estimated
year-long construction.

Conceptual imoge of Rondale Ranch provided by Keller, inc. in-

House Architect

Money Smart Wisconsin
Scholarship Contest Now Open

DFI

The Wisconsin
Department of Financial
Institutions (DFI), in

partnership with Edvest
529, Wisconsin’s direct-sold
529 college savings plan,
and the Wisconsin Coalition
on Student Debt (the
Coalition), today announced
the 2025 Money Smart
Wisconsin Scholarship
Contest is now accepting
essay submissions from
graduating Wisconsin
high school seniors until
midnight on March 7, 2025.

“We are very excited
to once again invite our
Wisconsin  high  school
seniors to submit an essay
explaining how they plan to
fund their college education
and career training for a
chance to receive an Edvest
529 scholarship,” said DFI
Secretary Cheryll Olson-
Collins. “This contest not
only supports students in
achieving their academic
dreams but also promotes
financial literacy, helping
them build essential skills
for future success.”

All Wisconsin high school
seniors, who are graduating
from high school this

spring and planning to
attend a Wisconsin college
or university this fall, are
encouraged to participate
in the scholarship contest.
Students must complete an
application and write an
essay answering this year’s
money smart questions
for a chance to receive a
scholarship, in the form of
a $1,000 contribution to a
new or existing Edvest 529
account.

“We are eager to learn
how students are planning
to finance their college

education and career
training,” said Carole
Trone, interim executive

director for the Coalition.
“Through their essays, we
are looking for students to
demonstrate their ability
to think critically, plan
realistically, and show how
they are preparing for the
financial responsibilities of
college and beyond.”
Members of the
Coalition will review and
score the students’ essay
submissions based on how
well the students have
estimated their higher
education costs, identified

New IRS Direct File
Program Is Available to

Wisconsin

STATE OF WI DEPT OF
REVENUE

The Wisconsin
Department of Revenue
(DOR) is excited to share

Taxpayers

that Direct File, the new free
option for filing federal taxes
is available for Wisconsin

See IRS page 4

This Week’s Specials - This Week’s Specials - This Week’s Specials

- Jimmy Dean Sausage/Egg/
Cheese Croissant
12,5402 $12¢%

- Jimmy Dean Sausage/Egg/
Cheese Scramble
5.350z. (Case of 6, $5.25) ....... 95¢

- Jimmy Dean Sausage/Egg/
Cheese Biscuits Roll Ups
10ct, 11b. (Case of 10, $18.55). .. ¥1°

- Jimmy Dean Italian Pork
Sausage Rolls
11b. (Case of 12, $32.45) ........ 529

- Jimmy Dean Hot Pork
Sausage Rolls
Tlb. (Case of 12, $30.25).......... 5275

« Hillshire Farm Beef Little Smokies
20z (Case of 6,$18.45) ....... $335

« Smithfield Sliced Honey Ham
Tlb. (Case 0f 12, $21.45) ......... $195

- Applewood Uncured Sliced Ham
60z (Case 0f 12,$8.25)......... 75¢

« Oscar Mayer Lower Sodium Bacon
Tlb. (Case of 12, $39.05)........ $355

« Pillsbury Pie Crusts, 2 ct., 14.1 0z

(Case 0f 12,519.25) ............ $175
« Cool Whip,

80z (Case 0f 12, $17.05) ........ $155
« Velveeta Cheese Slices

5IBS. e $1365

Reirdbova.”

€8PLEY

Discount™ Groceries

Reflections

- Yoplait Strawberry/Berry
Gogurt
24 ct., 3 Ibs. (Case of 6, $21.75).

5395

« Sara Lee Strawberry

Cheesecake, 260z.......... $595
« Sour Cream, 11b.

(Case of 12,$13.75) ............ $125
« Mom’s Best Toasted

Wheatfuls Cereal, 16.4 0z.

(Case 0f 10,516.00) ............ $175
« Ritz Whole Wheat Crackers

19.3 oz. (Case of 6, $21.75)....... $395
« Heinz 3-pack Ketchup

13202 i, $1565

« Kraft Sweet Honey Mustard
Dressing, 11b. (Case of 6, $5.25) 9§ ¢
« Taco Bell Mild Taco Sauce
7.5 0z. (Case of 12, $8.75)......... 75¢

FRESH PRODUCE wy=Te#e9

CA Navel Oranges
95¢/Ib. | $25%/40 Ibs.

Sweet Mexico Carrots
75¢/1b. | *29°/50 Ibs.

Red Seedless Grapes
2.35Ibs. #3°°| 19 Ib. case $21%°

Cabbage, Cucumbers, Potatoes,
Pineapples, Lemons, Peppers,
Onions, Apples

715-229-4336

Hwy 29 to E. North 1 mile to Willow Rd.
2 miles West to Pelsdorf 1/4 mile South

N14778 Pelsdorf Ave., Curtiss
Mon.-Fri.: 8a.m.-7 p.m. Sat.:8a.m.-5 p.m.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS,
& EBT SNAP CARDS

funding sources for paying
for those costs, including
explaining how the
financial aid process works,
and formulated plans for
managing their finances,
schoolwork, and any job
responsibilities while
staying focused on their
academic and career goals.

Scholarship recipients
will be notified during
Money Smart Wisconsin
Week, a financial literacy
awareness and education

campaign, taking place
April 5-12, 2025.
Sponsors of the

scholarship contest include:
Ascendium Education
Group, the Coalition, the
DFI, Educators Credit Union,
Edvest 529, SecureFutures,
Summit Credit Union, and
UW Credit Union.

For more information,
review the 2025 Money Smart
Wisconsin Scholarship
Contest webpage or send
an email to MoneySmart@
debtsmarts.org.

“A fas

cinaling
TALE

LAMBEAU

GLOVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards Tz =

Bacon applewood Butter Quarters

e Ny ¥299 e _ony¥2%9

Salami cotto Colby Jack X

e oy 9Qe  Sheeserome  ony 3G9 Moeomeset vy 959

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 * SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

Ham American Cheese Peanuts
B In, Fi i 0il R d
I 11 + 1 Mo _onwy®6% G oy 99,
Ham Butter Quarters Peanut Butter
Spiral Cut, Froz Cups
T ONY DGy st oy $299  Sapswawmes  ony$1%%.,
Sausage Links Cheddar Cheese Fruit Snacks
:Za;zn Serve rozen — [ 89¢ g'l':;"ded ONLY $899 gnslxze(;zﬂerry 28 pee — |\ | $1 9
Sausage Pattles Snack Crackers
Maple - Fully Cooked Cheddar Orlglnal 18 ct pack $899
Frozen $1 29 Mild ONLY $249 61 0z.. —— 'S
9.6 0z.. — )\ A LYY ab  peot Pattles
Chlcken Nuggets Cream Cheese Bacon Cheddar $499
Breaded - Ui ked Z(
o $799  soin Loy Q9E e ONLY 4
51bs... m— )| | § E—

Pr cheese Onion ngs
Bratwurst Original Smoked $949 Breaded - Frozen $299
Uncooked - Frozen $499 6 Ibs... .ONLY 2 alb 320z.. m — (A
38 0z.. ONLY Muenster cheese 49 Chlcken Breast
Cheddarwurst 6l ONLY $2 alb Skinless - Boneless
Fully Cooke $1 99 i Frozen
13.5 0z...... ..ONLY S\lyeet Potato 51bs........
Bacon siiced Fries organic Smoke

&
e Y527 B 99 ERREE $499
Beef Pattles Sausage Crumble Slbs - e ONEY
Uncooked - Steakhouse $ 99 :herizn. Fully Cooked $ 99 Bacon Sliced $ 99
St = rozen Fi
e T e ONY PG Do e ONLY TRD e ONLY 2

T

By Kris':
Leonhardt

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

437475

of dedication that will inspire fans and readers
alike. If you love football, community and tales

of grit, this book is a must-read.

29

The story of the beginning of the Green Bay
Packers and the life of Earl Louis “Curly” Lambeau
are so intertwined that it is hard to imagine one

without the other.

From the streets of Green Bay, Lambeau developed
a passion for football and grew that yearning into a
football team that would exist long past his lifetime.

Like the Packers, Lambeau’s story is a tale of
adversity and challenge, but also a story of triumph
and perseverance. While his personal life and
professional career were wrought with challenge,
his legacy continues to resonate in the Green Bay
community, including a massive structure along
Lombardi Avenue that shines a light on his
contribution to the professional team.

BOOK SIGNING
Saturday, Jan. 25 : 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Bosse’s News Depot
107 S Broadway, De Pere
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"The motown Kevue”™

TRIBUTE TO EIGHT MOTOWN GREATS

¢ The Supremes
¢ The Four Tops
e Mary Wells

* Smokey Robinson & the Miracles _

¢ Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell
¢ The Temptations

- I--|1

¢ Martha and the Vandellas
¢ The Funk Brothers Band

FIVE CLANS BALLROOM

DOORS OPEN AT 7:00PM e SHOW STARTS AT 8:00PM
General Admission $30 Receive $5 Free2Play

TICKETS ON SALE JANUARY 27

Must be 21 and over to attend all events.

Event Tickets can be purchased on our
website or at the Cage Cashier. Cash ONLY if

Wisconsin Joins $80 Million
Enforcement Action Against Block, Inc.,
Cash App for Bank Secrecy Act &
Anti-Money Laundering Violations

DFI

The Wisconsin
Department of Financial
Institutions (DFI) today
announced Wisconsin and
47 other state financial
regulatory agencies have
taken coordinated action
against Block, Inc., for
violations of Bank Secrecy
Act (BSA) and Anti-Money
Laundering (AML) laws
that safeguard the financial
system from illicit use.

More than 50 million
consumers in the United
States use Cash App,
Block’s mobile payment
service, to spend, send,
store, and invest money.

In the multistate
settlement signed this week,
Block agreed to pay an $80
million penalty to the state
agencies, hireanindependent
consultant to review the
comprehensiveness and
effectiveness of its BSA/
AML program, and submit
a report to the states within
nine months. Block then will
have 12 months to correct
any deficiencies found in
the review after the report is
filed.

“This multistate
enforcement action and
settlement is a testament
to how states can work

protect consumers,” said
DFI  Secretary  Cheryll
Olson-Collins. “Compliance
with the Bank Secrecy Act
and Anti-Money Laundering
laws is extremely important
in the fight against criminal
activity. The passage of
the Money Transmission
Modernization Act
in Wisconsin and the
coordination among states
enabled us to participate in
this swift, effective action.”

State  regulators in
Arkansas, California,
Massachusetts, Florida,
Maine, Texas, and
Washington State led the
multistate enforcement
effort. Block cooperated
with the states in the
settlement.

Under BSA/AML rules,
financial services firms are
required to perform due
diligence on  customers,
including verifying customer
identities, reporting
suspicious  activity, and
applying appropriate controls
for high-risk accounts. State
regulators  found Block
was not in compliance
with certain requirements,
creating the potential that
its services could be used to
support money laundering,
terrorism financing, or other

Through a strong,
nationwide regulatory
framework, state financial
regulators license and serve
as the primary supervisor
of money transmitters.
States license more than
700 money transmitters,
and 99% of transmission
activity  through  those
firms is governed by the
state-developed Money
Transmission Modernization
Act. To protect consumers

and enforce safety and
soundness requirements,
state regulators regularly
coordinate supervision
of multistate firms and,
when necessary, initiate
enforcement actions.

This coordination -
Networked Supervision
- supports  consistency
and collaboration, while
preserving the authority
of individual states to take
direct action. Additional
information on the state
regulatory framework for
money transmission can be
found in this Conference
of State Bank Supervisors
(CSBS) article.

Wisconsin residents who
have questions about this
enforcement action should
contact the DFI’'s Licensed
Financial Services Bureau

together and effectively illegal activities.

purchasing at the Cage Cashier. by calling (608) 261-7578

. . or emailing DFI_LFS@dfi.

Central WlSCOﬂSln Lumber wisconsin.gov.  Residents

136602 County Rd U., Marathon WI 54408 can also visit NMLS®

(715) 443-3631 Fax (715) 443-2175 Consumer Access to verify

that a company is licensed

to do business in Wisconsin,

and they may also view past
enforcement actions.

State financial regulators
license and  supervise
more than 34,000 nonbank
financial services companies

N277 Huy. 47/55 o Keshena, W154135 €

‘lvll

800-343-7778 * MenomineeCasinoResort.com ()
“Managed Forests are OUR FUTURE”

* Buying Hardwood Sawlogs & Veneer Logs ¢ Competitive Pricing
 Buying Standing Timber & Timberlands

* Prompt Payment

* Providing Forestry Assistance & * Certified Loggers

Management

Ler Us Here You Wirn Your Forest Manacement Negps
SERVING ALL OF WISCONSIN

(Fiml us online at: www.WausauTimes.com

Thousands of products | RN RV through ~the Nationwide
I'Eﬂtlllll!l over SUE BEILFUSS - TIMBER BUYER - Cell 715-370-7343 Multistate ® Licensing
illion System (NMLS®), 1nc1udrng
ami mortgage companies,
homes! - - money services businesses,
Qua ’ ' ty R O O f’n g & consumer finance providers,
and debt collectors.
| | Improvements LLC
¢ Kitchen & Bath Remodels - General Remodeling - 3 & 4 Season Rooms IRS
ALSO Specializing in Roofmg, Siding, Doors & Windows from page 3

B ; taxpayers. The individual

income tax filing season
begins on January 27, 2025.
Direct File is a free IRS
program that offers a safe
and secure way for eligible
Wisconsin taxpayers to file
their federal income tax
returnselectronically. Direct
File integrates seamlessly
with WisTax, DOR’s free
online tax preparation
software for filing Wisconsin
state taxes. Both platforms
are fast, secure, easy to use
and mobile-friendly. Direct
File automatically imports

n I the verified information
from your federal return

Each week the network of Wisconsin Community Papers
reaches 1 million+ homes throughout the state.
Our trusted newspapers bring together readers and advertisers
creating a strong local economy and vibrant community.

Support local businesses by supporting
Wisconsin Community Papers —
together everyone wins!?

WISCONSIN

community papers

For more information
or to advertise, contact:

To advertise in this local WCP publication contact:
715-842-4424 o wausaunews@mmclocal.com

Chris @ 715-435-4381

e Fully Insured « Many References

m NS FOR. LIVING®

Preferred Installer

to WisTax, eliminating the
need to complete W-2s, 1099s
and additional forms twice.
Not only does this save time;
it reduces the likelihood of
errors, making it among
the fastest refund options
available.

Direct File is available
to many taxpayers but it’s
important to check your
eligibility = and  register
first. Visit the IRS’s Direct
File page at https://www.

To advertise in the WCP ad network email:
info@mmclocal.com

_ Tell our irs.gov/filing/irs-direct-

Iy NN by ™ advertisers uou semng 8 Boﬂm to l l‘BoﬂlIll file-for-free  for  detailed
Vi, "I'r\E'. Y ' All you can cat] information, including

y K r saw themina _ TRy Ty eligibility requirements,
FREE Wisconsin . Yoe e Fom oot ot ol Bl e filing instructions and helpful

(ommunity Serodvith B, g, crmed g, s, resources. Taxpayers can also

. Hhh”ﬁ.lih learn more about WisTax

llaper! by visiting DOR’s website at
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/
Pages/WisTax/home.aspx or
contacting DOR Customer

Service for assistance.

Selng Porcs é’&'ﬁ%

WCPXLP

Sorry, no early sales | a4 50YEH
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Volunteer Opportunities for the Week of January 20, 2025
B Working remotely from ITEMS NEEDED Community is in need of 16/18), boys (sizes 6-16), and during business hours,
UnltEd home, volunteers collect More Donation + ganitary pads as well as girls (sizes 8-14). Donations or contact Allie at allie@

Way

the necessary information
and activate the Red Cross

Volunteer Opportunities!

new underwear for men,

can be dropped off at 3200

womenscommunity.org — or

Go to the United Way women (sizes 5/6,12/14, Hilltop Ave. in Wausau (715)842-5663 with questions.
response. Contact Lee at Volunteer Connection
lee.borofka@redcross.org  volunteer website
United Way for more information. at unitedwaymc.
of Marathon County Volunteer Short- or galaxydigital.com.
Long-Term! United Way Office Supplies Needed!
Find More of Marathon County’s The Marathon County

Donation + Volunteer
Opportunities! Go to the
United Way Volunteer
Connection volunteer
website at unitedwaymc.

Community Closet serves
families by  providing
clothingand shoes at no cost.
They are currently looking
for  Guest  Experience

Historical Society would
appreciate donations of any
office supplies, specifically
copy paper, mailing labels,
small removable stickers,

galaxydigital.com. Volunteers to ensure that poster board, manilla ; B
Friendly Faces Wanted! all guests receive friendly, folders, standard white il - 'K

Help us Wifllgome Ouﬁ“ frlendg generous service and can mail envelopes. Please

and neighbors who need shop without judgment. contact Sheryl at (715) s s 0 0

food assistance. Volunteers —Shifts are Thursdays from  842-5750 or  sheryl@ TRU T u F R ALL Y U R

at the Community Center
of Hope pantry check

clientg in by gntering or at Kkbailey@unitedwayme. thank you for your help.

updating their information orgto sign up. New Hygiene Items

into our database and offer IN-KIND DONATED Needed! The Women’s

information on other local = EURNDY
assistance when appropriate. @ & Saturday Full Service 8

Shifts on Tuesdays and @ La e )

Thursdays. Computer/tablet
experience a plus; ages 18+.
Please contact Amy at (715)
907-2576 or director@cchope.
net to get started.

Are You Into Local
History? Marathon County
Historical Society would
love you to join the Curator
of Education to prepare

2-4pm. Go to unitedwaymec.
org/volunteer or email Katy

marathoncountyhistory.
org to arrange drop off and

\uctlon & Realty

January 25, 2025
10:00 AM g

MOVING AUCTION | EXPO Center, 303 N Sales St., Merrill
See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

Tools © Guns ® Household ¢ Coins ® Marbles and Buttons ® 4 Gallon Red Wing Crock
o Western Stoneware Jug ® McDonalds Dolls ® Collector Metal Signs and Pictures
o Metal JD Tractor ® Coke-Cola Metal Sign e Sleds ® Wood Ski Set
e Ice Fishing Poles  Tonka Toys ® Blue Jars ¢ Keys and Locks ® Match Box Cars
 Charlie Brown Glasses  Gal Jugs ® Coors Stine ® Boxes of Records ® Tins
o Blue Bowls * Old Bottles  Bar Mats e Tinkertoys ¢ Barbe Van e License’s Plates
o Baseball Collector Cards e Erector Set ® Superman ¢ and Much More

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:

GEAR BOX
REPAIRS
Any Size

48 Years
Experience

HYDRAULIC REPAIRS

WE REPAIR:
+ Hydraulic
Cylinders

; 5 www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258 .
and presfent ¢ dhlsiorlcaé Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer » Col. Amold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, W Lic. #230 * mm’th
programs for students an OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE DAILY '
the community. Hours c}"ﬂllm

and tasks will vary, but
preparation is generally
Tuesday-Friday afternoons.
Contact Sheryl at (715)
842-5750, ext. 312, or info@
marathoncountyhistory.
org to join the team.

Night Owls Needed!
The Red Cross is looking
for individuals to work the
overnight shifts (10pm-
2am/2am-6am) for Disaster
Dispatch, the vital link
between the Red Cross
and local first responders.

included. $324,900.00

For Sale
L-8175: 3000 +/- SQ. FT. 2-STORY HOME ON 19.49 ACRES
OF LAND consisting of a large kitchen w/appliances, dining
room, full bathroom, living room, and large family room
w/wood burning fireplace on the main floor, and 4 bedrooms
plus master bedroom w/gas fireplace, and 2 full bathrooms
on the 2nd floor. Full basement includes 2 propane fueled
forced air furnaces, 100Amp & 200Amp electrical entrances,
and a gas hot water heater. There is a 30’ x 60’ machine shed

Contact

NOLAN SALES LLC

(715) 754-5221 or (800) 472-0290
Visit www.nolansales.com or call for details

P.O. Box 486, Marion, WI 54950 *

440733

_L

[ Manitowish W ‘lt‘-th

Origingl 146 Nars

Bike T_r;}_il

Fagryiaen

PICK-UP
& DELIVERY
IN WAUSAU

r

+ Hydraulic
Tools

+ Rock Breakers

+ Hydraulic
Generators

+ Power Units

+ Spike Drivers

+ Valves
& More!

J £-S00SAN STANLEY

@p stuceni

- CLOSER

5 THAN YOU THINK.

. AN EASY DRIVE
FROM WAUSAU,
EAU CLAIRE
OR GREEN BAY

Mlnneapolls

IN MANITOWISH WATERS enjoy
the ared's pristine beauty after
a snowfall while snowshoeing
or cross-country skiing.
manitowishwaters.org

Dubugue @) ‘
“

@ l'.z.'! Cembre

rJokapa —Parker

AIERER T

Manitowish

Waters @) Minocqua

51

© Eau Claire

Green Bay ©

Milwaukee
©

Madison

DIXIE'S COFFEE HOUSE
dixiesmw.com
715-543-2353

SMOKEY S Restaurant
smokeysdining.com
715-543-2220

THE LODGE
lodgemw.com
715-543-2024

THE SPA
spa-mw.com
715-543-2535

TO THE NINES Shop
ninesmw.com
715-543-2699
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EMPLOYMENT

WE ARE HIRING A

MARKETING AND
SALES CONSULTANT

Wausau Times & WausauTimes.com
We are looking for an outgoing and friendly individual to
be a Sales and Marketing Consultant in the Wausau area.

s B

This person will help local business
owners market themselves through

Tk Member Benelin Feundation prewms [ . . . .
EmamTmim e Ees= many different media channels including
: T digital advertising, web ads and print
SRS ASase TUAM media. The right candidate will use

our statewide reach to help promote
local events and businesses to drive
traffic to Wausau and their business.

Outside sales experience is a
plus but we will train the right
individual and reward them with a
competitive base salary, the ability to
earn extra commission, solid benefits,
no nights or weekends along with
expense and mileage reimbursement.

s ea—

| r—

e

b

: MIMC

< MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
" LOCAL MEDIA<BETTER RESULTS

E.O.E.

P

e
3 o r——

If in!'.erested, please email
tschreiber@mmclocal.com
Subject line: Sales

403990

2 MERRILL LOCATIONS

i /r'?“‘- : |
UR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

e 4 10-Hour Days
e Both shifts available
e Possible OT on Friday

e Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

e Retirement & Life Insurance

J Oin our e Paid Holidays and Vacations

' e Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Team! Individual: $84/Month

Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month

APPLY IN-PERSON 2025 Monthly Fates :_;%
Two Locations: )

605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St. SIE:;‘Q
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884 PACIIlFIJCL
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS

WINDOWS
Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

WE'RE HIRING! —

430568

| CLASSIFIEDS|

General Employment 7110

The Log Church in Tripoli, WI
is seeking a part-time pastor
to serve the congregation by
faithfully teaching the entire

gospel of the Word of God
and leading Sunday
worship services. We are
a non-denominational
Christian Community church
located in rural Lincoln County.
For consideration and more
information, submit a
cover letter and resume to:
logchurchtripoli@gmail.com

Skilled Trades n75

Experienced Diesel Mechanic:
$30+/hr, M-F 7am to 5pm. Health,
Life & Disability Insurance, Tool &
Cell phone allowance, Housing
available. Send resume to Wald-
vogel Trucking, W7622 State Hwy
47, Antigo, WI 54409, or call 715-
489-3674

7005

Confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord; and believe in your heart
God raised Him from the dead and
you will be saved. Romans 10:9

Announcements

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move household &
Cars — CHEAP! Local 414-520-
1612

Auctions 7282

STORAGE UNIT FOR AUCTION:
Christine Foss, storage unit 164
for auction. Located at 2610 N
14th Avenue, Wausau, WI. Auc-
tions will be held online at www.sto
rageauctions.com concluding on
02/06/2025 at 1PM. Pleasant Val-
ley 715-226-6200

STORAGE UNIT FOR AUCTION:
Kaci Kalbes, storage unit 177 and
608 for auction. Located at 2610 N
14th Avenue, Wausau, WI. Auc-
tions will be held online at www.sto
rageauctions.com concluding on
02/06/2025 at 1PM. Pleasant Val-
ley 715-226-6200

Furniture and Home Decor 7236

Dark wood LANE cedar chest
mid century: Dark wood LANE
furniture cedar chest Mid century
Modern design, $75. dustydream-
s311@hotmail.com

Firewood 7244

FIREWOOD - mixed hardwood
cut & split. Seasoned 2 years.
3 miles north of Wausau.
FREE DELIVERY within 15 miles
w/surcharge over 15.
$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

Firewood 7244

FOR SALE:
Seasoned hardwood
full cord $180; half cord $90;
face cord $60.
715-842-7660

Mixed firewood: oak and maple.
$55 face cord, seasoned 1 year.
$80 from woodshed, seasoned
2 years. Bone dry.
715-253-2060. No delivery.

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Hunting Equipment 7265

Ravin, Mission, and Barnett
Crossbows: Ravin R29X, Mis-
sion Sub-1 XR, and Barnett Re-
cruit XP. All have scopes and ac-
cessories. All are like new and
have less than 50 arrows thru
them. Call for more info. 715-
610-5536

7268

Wanted to Buy

We BUY HOUSES for CASH:
Quick & Easy Closings! Solution
Based. Work around the home-
owner's needs. NO Home In-
spections. Cash Offer. Wausau-
based business buying fixer-
upper homes around Central
Wisconsin. 715-680-9099

nn

Dogs

ADORABLE PUG PUPPIES!
Great w/kids awesome family pets
shots dewormed vet ck'd 2-F 1-M
$500 715-669-7571 (1/20)

After Christmas Sale: Purebred
Jack Russell Terrier
puppies. First shots and de-
wormed. $200 each.
715-921-2989

AKC YELLOW BLACK LAB PUPS
AND AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS $800. ALSO GOLDEN RE-
TREIVER CROSS. $500 CALL
715-671-3092 (#267331) 1/20

BOSTON/RAT TERRIER PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
400 715-255-2661
(#269146)1/20)nnc

NOW HIRING

We’re proud of our workers and our work,
and we’re hiring for the following positions:

¢ Industrial Sewer
e Tarp Repair
e General Labor

These are year round full time, part time, seasonal positions.
We offer excellent starting wages of $18 FT MORE with experience.
We offer...paid vacation, holidays, insurance, 401k
4 1/2 day work week & no forced overtime.

Apply in person at 6702 Venture Circle, Weston, WI
EOE/M/F

429977

VILLAGE OF BIRNAMWOOD

CLERK/TREASURER

Clerk/Treasurer.

Excel.

administration is desired.

e The Village of Birnamwood, Shawano County is seeking
a qualified individual with administrative, financial and
personnel skills to fill the part-time position of Village

e Candidates must have graduated from an accredited
high school and have experience working in
accounting, QuickBooks software, Microsoft Word, and

¢ Position offers a flexible work schedule to coincide with
Village office hours, work is performed independently
and can be completed remotely or at the Village Hall.

¢ Prior municipal office experience and/or election

e Strong organization and multi-tasking skills are
necessary as well as the ability to prioritize accordingly.

Please submit your resume,
two references, and a letter of interest to:
Village of Birnamwood
PO Box M, Birnamwood, WI 54414 OR,
email to: Ikclerk@aol.com
Any questions may be directed to:
Mike Sprague at (715) 219-2889

438402

Dogs nn

Cavapoo Puppies, 1st Shots &
dewormed, non-shedding, cuddly,
cute & friendly, ready Now. $500.
Also 4 month old male $300.
CASH. Call or Text 715-223-5078.

CAVAPOO PUPS $600
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)1/20)nw

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Wormed Vet Ck’d Health Guar-
anteed $500 Call 715-470-0458
No Text (#509642) 1/20 amsm

For Sale: Male Tri Cavalier King
Charles, ready Jan. 19. For more
info call 715-412-1708

For Salle GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS. Only 2 left $400 Vac. Vet
Ck'd call 715-721-5123 (1/20)

Miniature Australian Shepherd
puppies. Registered, Blue Merles
& Black Tris, shots, dewormed, vet
checked, born 10-12-24. Ready
now $400 715-819-0865. No texts.

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS!
$700 Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can
deliver 715-255-2661
(#269146)1/20nw

Purebred Yorkshire puppies:
Two males for sale. 8.5 weeks
old. first shots & dewormed.
75% potty trained. 715-977-2933

WELCH CORGI PUPS! Vet Ck'd
Dewormed 1st shots $600 Well
socialized with Kids call 715-
7456018 (1/20)

Miscellaneous Pet 7278

DOG KENNEL FOR SALE
In very good shape.
6' tall x 12' long x 10" wide.

$120.
Call 715-574-1936

Livestock 7284
HOMEGROWN BEEF NO IM-

PLANTS! Half $3.05lb Quarter
$3.10lb call 715-470-0458
(am1/20n)

Agriculture Services 1292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Commercial For Rent 7430

Second floor office suite for
lease Three private offices and
waiting area, 850 sq/ft, utilities
included. Prime  downtown
Rhinelander location. Call/text
for pricing, 608.234.7200

Roommate Wanted 7439

ROOMMATE WANTED to share
nice 2 BR mobile home in Weston.
$500/mo inlcudes weekly cleaning
service. Male or female, smoker or
non-smoker. References required.
715-432-3764. Ask for Bob.

7502

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

Motorcycles

Passenger Cars 7538

2008 Buick Lucerne CXL, 64,687
miles, white diamond metallic,
very clean excellent condition.
608-576-1957 Merrill. $6,900.

To have your
professional
service
appear in
this section,
call

ny-842-4424

today!
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DIRECTORY BRI

Commercial & Residential

Business

Plowing & Salting
Snow Hauling

715-842-7088

www.olsonpaving.com
213966

| CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE ¢ CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE p

KEEP THIS AD IN YOUR CAR!!

CALS HANDYMAN .
SERVICES

Garages, Remodeling
Yard Work, Driveway Sealcoating . _j

QIR F . 3 ‘\-
715-816-4602 . 1_//

NORDE

| DAISY MAIDS «

Residential Cleaning Services

© AAA Authorized
o Wheel Lift Service

* Flat Bed Service

419764

o4 CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE * CLIP & SAVEY

* Jump Start Service

=2a HOUR ToOwiraos °FfatTies
* Out of Gas

waLSAL, Wi o Accident Recovery
 Lockout Service

715-212-4762 “2i

CLIP & SAVE * CLIP & SAVE * CLIP & SAVE * CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE « CLIP & SAVE

NOdN0O [N

Quality Service -
Flexible Scheduling O oy
Hand Washed Floors ;

25 OFF

o IAVS 8 dI1O * IAVS B dI10 » IAVS B dITO

ROOFING @

MEMORIALS I
Designers of Fine Memorials . o |

Weston, Wisconsin 8
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING, 101 S. 3rd Ave., Wausau, WI 54401 FlrSt Cleanlng I

SIDING, SEAMLESS GUTTERS 715-842-3545 Expires 02/28/2025

We work year round 3 nordememorials @ gmail.com ® Call Us Today At ®
PH: 1-715-350-9779 ) www.NordeMemorials.com 715-370-MAID 0O !
Bauman Basement Waterproofing

¥ BADGER STATE

Construction

A-1weston masonry.com

o St O ool e tmoeseiss | | STEEL ROOFING
The Basement Pros
New Construction, Additions, Remodels, Call N FREE EST FREE
Kitchens & Baths, Roofing, Siding & Windows a ow . ESTIM ATES'
MON. - SAT. n 5'355'7786 8 Tired of re-roofing
715-383-9776 « 715-297-5501 31 Years in Business 8 your house?
TRY A
- ] — '
Lakestar Windows LYNN'S PAP INC ) = STEEL ROOF!
N1629 Rolling Hills Road Accounting, income tax and information &« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over
Antigo WI 51409 technology services " An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty e 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient « 28 Colors Available

Free Estimates

by W Now offering same day tax appointments
Custom built to any size and style . == Ygalo’sﬁ

on select income tax returns

Primary 715-618-8338 Glass Warranty
Secondary 715-610-9030 Lifetime Vinyl

lakestarwindows@yodermail.net Warranty

Do it Once

1023 Jacoby Street, Schofield, Wi 54476 Jerry Stutzman oo F{ighti 715-314-2205

715-679-3325

440252

440207

Providing You Yea'-r-Ro'und
Peace of Mind

'Sales Installation, Maintenance & Service No Matterthe Season : LIFETIME

-? WARRANTY
] a,'{ !

Adams is Excited to Introduce

Your Adams Lifetime Warranty covers repairs
to your generator for as long as you own it.

Included with every qualifying purchase

Unlimited protection and lifetime
guarantee

100% parts and labor coverage

Customer satisfaction guarantee

Call (844) 233-6565 today for more details
and to schedule your free in-home assessment!

(844) 233-6565
1116 East State Highway 153 | Mosinee, WI 54455
www.adamspower.com
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High Sodium Levels Found in Wisconsin Public Wells Raise Health Concerns

Over-salting can lead to chloride buildup in lakes, streams and groundwater.

NATASHA WINKLER

More than one-third of
public wells in Wisconsin
tested for sodium over the
past decade exceeded the
recommended limit for
individuals on low-sodium
diets, according to newly
analyzed data from the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (DNR).
The findings highlight a
potential health risk in a
state where more than a
million adults live with
high blood pressure, a
condition closely linked to
excessive sodium intake.

Between 2014 and 2024, the
DNR tested 1,762 public wells,
including those serving
cities, towns, apartment
buildings, and other shared

of Health Services for people
following low-sodium diets.
While sodium is an essential
mineral for human health,
consuming it in excess can
elevate blood pressure and
exacerbate conditions like
kidney disease or heart

problems.

Sources of Sodium in
Water

Sodium can enter

drinking water from various
sources, including naturally
occurring rock formations,
water softeners, and road
salt. While the data does
not pinpoint the specific
contribution of each source,
DNR experts believe road
salt plays a significant role.

Carla Romano, the
DNR’s groundwater section

to human health but also to
freshwater ecosystems.

Each year, Lake Michigan
receives an estimated 2.2
billion pounds of chloride,
a component of road salt.
Chloride  concentrations
in the upper Mississippi
River rose by 35% between
1989 and 2018, and smaller
waterways like Milwaukee’s
Kinnickinnic River have
experienced chloride levels
toxic to aquatic life. Unlike
other pollutants, chloride
does not break down over
time, leading to long-term
environmental impacts.

Addressing Over-
Salting Practices

In efforts to prevent
slippery pavements, many
people unknowingly use

ineffective at melting ice
when temperatures fall
below 15°F.

While public awareness
of road salt’s environmental
impact has grown, DNR
stormwater section manager
Shannon Haydin remains
concerned that the potential
health consequences are
less understood.

Next Steps

The DNR plans to conduct
further analysis to determine
which areas of the state

have disproportionately
high sodium levels in
their drinking water.
Investigations will also

focus on wells that have
repeatedly tested above the
recommended limit and
identify sources contributing

property, described the
findings as alarming. “Even
unconsciously, people are
seeing the effects of salt as
a contaminant—mnot just
in terms of taste, but in its
broader impacts,” Jacque
said.

Recommendations for
Residents

Individuals on
sodium diets who
concerned about their
drinking water quality
should consult with their
doctor, contact their local
water utility, or test their
private wells if applicable.
The issue underscores the
need for ongoing efforts
to balance winter safety
with public health and
environmental protection.

low-
are

salt on drinking water and
freshwater ecosystems
during Winter Salt
Awareness Week, running
Jan. 27-31.

Winter Salt Awareness
Week will include a series
of YouTube livestreams
featuring speakers and
topics focused on the true
impacts of salt and ways to
be a freshwater advocate.

Speakers include Abby
Hileman (Izaak Walton
League of America),
Jess Hua (University of
Wisconsin-Madison), public
works professionals from
across the country, and a
panel of experts providing
salting policy perspectives
from New Hampshire,
Ohio, and Minnesota.

water systems. Of those, 626 manager, noted that road excessive amounts of road to elevated sodium levels. The Wisconsin Register in advance at
wells—or 36%—had sodium salt is a controllable salt. However, experts Wisconsin State Senator Department of Natural https://wintersaltweek.
levels above 20 milligrams contributor to sodium in recommend just a coffee André Jacque, who Resources (DNR) and org/register/ or watch
per liter (mg/L), the water. Road salt, widely mug’s worth of salt for 10 previously introduced Wisconsin Salt Wise invite afterward on the Wisconsin
threshold recommended by used in Wisconsin’s snowy sidewalk squares or a 20- legislation to reduce the public to learn more Salt Wise YouTube Channel
the Wisconsin Department winters, posesrisksnotonly foot driveway. Salt becomes over-salting on private about the impacts of road @wisaltwisel739
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