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Wreath-laying ceremony honors fallen veterans
BY CHRISTINA BRANDMEIER
REPORTER

HARSHAW – There’s no shortage of  holiday events in 
the Northwoods, but one held on Saturday, Dec. 14, was 
perhaps among the most meaningful.

As part of  National Wreaths Across America Day, 
community members gathered at Northwoods National 
Cemetery in Harshaw to place Christmas wreaths on 
the graves of  veterans. Organizers said the event re-
members the fallen, honors those who serve and teach-
es the next generation the value of  freedom.

“[It’s about] paying tribute to the sacrifi ce and ser-
vice of  our veterans [and] coming together to express 
our gratitude and respect,” said Mary Ingman, who, 
along with Bob Smith, coordinated the local event.

Ingman said this is the fi fth year of  holding Wreaths 
Across America ceremonies at Northwoods National 
Cemetery, and this year, they were one of  4,909 partici-
pating locations in the United States.

The ceremony, led by Commander Casey Crump, Ret. 
— U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, be-
gan at 11 a.m.

It included a presentation of  colors by the event spon-
sors, the American Legion Riders Association and the 
Wisconsin District 11 Veterans Ceremony-U.G.C., Inc.; 
an invocation by Reverend Charles She�  er; the Pledge 
of  Allegiance by the American Legion baseball team, 

the Rhinelander Post 7 Rebels; and the national anthem 
by Jake Kriesel.

Wreath laying began at 11:30 a.m., with wreaths 
sponsored by community members and businesses. 
Wreaths Across America describes sponsoring a veter-
an’s wreath as “a personal gift of  gratitude and remem-

brance for someone who served this country so that we 
can be free.”

When placing the wreaths, participants were encour-
aged to say the veteran’s name “to ensure that the leg-
acy of  duty, service, and sacrifi ce is never forgotten.”

When placing the wreaths, participants are encouraged to 
say the veteran’s name “to ensure that the legacy of duty, 
service, and sacri� ce is never forgotten.” 

On the snow-covered ground, rows of graves with Christmas wreaths honor fallen veterans on Wreaths Across America 
Day held at Northwoods National Cemetery in Harshaw. Dave Melancon photos

MMC Announces Holiday 
Break for Printed Editions

MMC will not publish a printed edition of  this 
paper between December 26 through January 1. 
This will allow our employees to enjoy quality time 
with their families during the holiday season. This 
publication will resume publishing on its regular 
day after the new year begins. Thank you for your 
understanding, and we wish you a joyous holiday 
season!

Patrick Wood
Publisher

See VETERANS page 3

SEE OUR UPCOMING SALE FLYER
LOCATED INSIDE THE PAPER
SALE EVENT STARTS

THIS UPCOMING SUNDAY

13 CHEVY MALIBU

BEST PRICE $8,119

LS - 101k Miles
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17 KIA SORENTO

BEST PRICE $16,119

SX, AWD - 97k Miles

K-
60
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19 FORD F-150

BEST PRICE $24,119

XLT, SuperCrew, 5.0L V8 - 127k Miles

K-
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16 TOYOTA COROLLA

BEST PRICE $13,321

LE - 104k Miles
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60
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21 NISSAN ROGUE

BEST PRICE $15,119

SV, AWD - 145k Miles

K-
60
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11 TOYOTA COROLLA
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LE - 110k Miles
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18 HONDA HR-V

BEST PRICE $16,619

LX, AWD - 101k Miles
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13 TOYOTA TUNDRA

BEST PRICE $18,620
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05 AUDI TT ROADSTER

BEST PRICE $15,119
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22 MAZDA CX-5 S
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12 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500

BEST PRICE $24,119

LTZ, Crew, 6.0L V8 - 113k Miles

K-
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18 NISSAN ROGUE

BEST PRICE $16,119

SL, AWD - 81k Miles
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RhinelanderUsedCars.comUSED CARS
OF R H I N E L A N D E R

SCAN FOR
INVENTORYBig Selection of Local Trades

No Haggle, No Hassle Pricing
Financing Available
Real Cash Value for Trades

1508 N. Stevens Street Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-365-6529
a division of Rhinelander Auto Group
OK Used Cars of Rhinelander

*All vehicles’ tax, title, license and service fees are extra. Nitrogen for life/1 year, road hazard is included in the advertised Best Price. Prices are subject to change. Rhinelander Auto Group & Ok Used Cars of Rhinelander is not responsible for typographical errors.

Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

We wish you a

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Closed
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Day

Open 8:00 AM–5:00 PM

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day Closed

One Low Price, Plain & Simple, Always.
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Toy drive tournament
The eighth annual Sammy Ramker Jr. charity pool tournament event took place Dec. 
7 at Sammy’s Jr’s in Rhinelander. The event raised over $8,600 for local charities and 
organizations, and toys were donated to the Kindness for Kids toy drive. “Our event was 
so successful thanks to all the amazing pool players, community members, sponsors, 
and donors,” said Sara Jewell. “Our community is one of the best when it comes to 
making holiday seasons more magical for those in need.” Submitted photo

RCF surpasses $1 million in grants

‘Cluck o� ’ to support Three 
Lakes-Brule River Trails

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The Chicken Soup Cluck O¥  and 

Meat Ra�  e, a fundraiser to support the 
Three Lakes-Brule River Trails, will be 
held Saturday, Jan. 25, from 2 to 5 p.m., 
at Lindy’s Hideaway and Swamp Witch 
Inn in Three Lakes.

For $8, attendees can try any or all of  
the homemade chicken soups from lo-
cal businesses and place a vote for the 

best chef.
There will also be many meat ra�  es 

throughout the event.
All proceeds support Three Lakes-

Brule River Trails for grooming and 
trail maintenance.

Lindy’s is located at 290 Wesley Road.
Follow the Three Lakes Trails 

Facebook page for up-to-date event 
details.

FOR STAR JOURNAL
In 2024, the Rhinelander Community 

Foundation (RCF) surpassed $1 million 
in grants awarded to the community.

“This remarkable milestone refl ects 
the power of  generosity and a shared 
commitment to creating a brighter 
future for Rhinelander,” said Shane 
Sparks, RCF board member.

“Thanks to the unwavering support 
of  donors and visionary leadership, 
RCF reached this $1,000,000 milestone by 
awarding meaningful grants through es-
tablished funds,” he added.

According to Sparks, this year alone, 
the RCF granted over $92,000 to 21 lo-
cal charitable organizations dedicated 
to enhancing the lives of  Rhinelander 
residents.

Additionally, seven new funds were 
established, including the Ron and Elsie 

Gaber Grants for the Greater Good en-
dowment fund.

“RCF provides an enduring way for do-
nors to make a di¥ erence,” said Sparks. 
“Whether contributing to an existing 
fund or creating a new one, donors can 
achieve their charitable goals — support-
ing causes close to their hearts, empow-
ering organizations, or leaving a lasting 
family legacy.

“Endowed funds are built to last for-
ever, growing through investment and 
creating annual grants that refl ect the 
values and vision of  the donors who es-
tablished them.”

RCF is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t accredited 
by the Community Foundations National 
Standards.

For more information, visit rhine-
landercommunityfoundation.com.

Birth to 3 Program 
to host Jan. 8 event

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The Birth to 3 Program will host a 

Child Find event Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., at the Oneida County 
Human Services’s Timber Drive location 
in Rhinelander.

It’s open to children ages zero to three 
who may benefi t from early intervention 
services.

At the event, children will receive free 
screenings to assess developmental mile-
stones and determine eligibility for the 
Birth to 3 Program.

According to Oneida County Human 
Services, the Birth to 3 Program pro-
vides essential services to children and 
families, focusing on early intervention 

for developmental delays.
Through the program, children re-

ceive individualized support to enhance 
cognitive, motor, communication, and 
social-emotional development.

The team works closely with families 
to create tailored plans, ensuring each 
child’s unique needs are met.

Services may include developmental 
screenings and assessments, speech, 
physical, and occupational therapy, 
family-centered support and resources, 
and assistance navigating community 
services.

For more information or to register, 
call 715-369-2215 or email kn@thehuman-
servicecenter.org.

Winter Sports Headquarters

105 S. BROWN STREET • RHINELANDER

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Sat., 8:30-5:00; Sun., 10:00-3:00
Open Christmas Eve till 4:00 pm; Closed Christmas Day

Open New Year’s Eve till 4:00 pm; Closed New Year’s Day

715-362-5800 or 1-800-236-MELS

432312

$34.99
FLANNEL SHIRT
DURABLE—
SOFT TO THE HAND

DON’T LET
SNOW OR
ICE SLOW
YOU DOWN!

WOMEN’S
FLEECE TOP

Reg. $89.00

25% OFF
SNOWSHOES
SELECT
STYLES
ON SALE!

SELECT
WINTER
COATS
ON SALE!

XC SKIS
COMPLETE
PACKAGE
FROM
$249.95

ALL KIDS BOOTS
& JACKETS
ON SALE!

BIRKENSTOCK
SLIPPERS
$100.00

STOREWIDE
SALES!

Reg. $65.00

$29.95

ICE SKATES
IN STOCK
FROM
$59.95

GREAT SELECTION!

Reg. $17.95 $9.99

SOCKS
SALE

PRICES
GOOD TIL

DECEMBER 29
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She�er also spoke on this year’s theme, 
“live with purpose,” the Northwoods 
Honor Guard fired a three-round volley, 
and Ginny Buzzell performed “Taps.”

The event concluded with a compli-
mentary luncheon and dessert social at 
Rondele Ranch.

“As we have continued to grow every 
year, we could not put on this event with-
out the support of  our volunteers, wreath 
sponsors, and the numerous media out-
lets,” said Ingman. “As well as the busi-
nesses, organizations, and individuals 
who sponsor the event and luncheon fol-
lowing the ceremony.”

According to Ingman, the National 
Wreaths Across America in Maine report-
ed that participants placed three million 
wreaths in 2024.

Next year’s National Wreaths Across 
America Day will be Saturday, Dec. 13, 
2025.

There is a wreath match until Jan. 17. 
For each sponsored wreath, Northwoods 
National Cemetery will receive a free 
wreath. Matches will only be honored 
through online orders or by mail.

To sponsor a wreath, visit wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/WINWNC. For more 
information, call 715-612-2196.

VETERANS from page 1

An honor guard member prepares to 
place a Christmas wreath on a veteran’s 
grave. Dave Melancon photos

At the ceremony, Reverend Charles Shef�er spoke on the 2024 theme, “living with 
purpose.”

ORGANICORGANIC

HWY 47 LAC DU FLAMBEAU 1.800.25.TORCH LAKEOFTHETORCHES.COM

DIRECT FROM SWEDEN
THEMUSIC OF ABBA

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
$15 & $10

FREE FALLIN
THE TOMPETTY TRIBUTE EXPERIENCE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
$15 & $10
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Northwoods Project 
Search to hold 

information night
FOR STAR JOURNAL

The Northwoods Project Search program will 
hold an open house Wednesday, Jan. 8, at 5:30 p.m. at 
Aspirus Hospital in Rhinelander.

According to instructor Rod Olson, Project Search 
is a business-led program that allows young adults 
with developmental disabilities an opportunity to 
perform internships to learn and develop job skills 
and explore career paths.

The program includes instruction, skills training, 
and ongoing job development.

“The hallmark of  Project Search is total workplace 
immersion, which facilitates a seamless combina-
tion of  classroom instruction, career exploration, 
and hands-on training leading to the acquisition of  
marketable work skills,” Olson said.

He added that many interns are enrolled while 
completing their fi nal year of  high school and are 
transitioning from high school to work, and others 
are young adults who have completed high school.

The open house will provide information on the 
program’s goals, how to become an intern, and how 
to enroll.

Potential interns and their families, teachers, 
caseworkers, care managers, counselors, and learn-
ing support directors are welcome to attend.

Aspirus Rhinelander Hospital is located at 2251 N. 
Shore Drive. The event will be in the lower confer-
ence rooms, numbers one and two. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

For more information, contact Olson at 715-482-
8957 or olsonrod@rhinelander.K12.Wi.us.

|DEATH NOTICES|
Jeb D. Ostrom, 37 of  Rhinelander, died Dec. 15, 2024. 

Carlson Funeral Home.
David R. Schroeder Sr., 77 of  Rhinelander, died Dec. 12, 

2024. Carlson Funeral Home.
David E. Somers, 82 of  Rhinelander, died Dec. 12, 2024. 

Carlson Funeral Home.

Lynn E. Brown, age 79, of
Tom a hawk, WI, passed away
on Mon day, De cem ber 16,
2024, at the Legacy of the
North woods As sisted Liv ing in
Eagle River, WI. Lynn was
born in Wausau, WI, on No ‐
vem ber 3, 1945, to the late
Wal ter and Doris (Krueger)
Kro pla. She was mar ried to
Richard Brown on Feb ru ary 2,
1963; he sur vives.
Lynn was a 1964 grad u ate of
the Tom a hawk High School.
She worked at Sa cred Heart
Hos pi tal for some time while

she was in school and later worked at John son Level & Tool
where she was em ployed for over 30 years. Lynn was a
faith ful and ac tive mem ber of Grace Lutheran Church. She
en joyed camping. Her and Richard would camp on their way
to and from Alaska. In her younger years, Lynn coached girls
soft ball. She had a love for horses, shar ing a horse named
“Happy” with her son, Tod. Lynn was a friend to every one
she met and will be missed by all.
Sur vivors in clude her hus band of over 61 years, Richard
Brown; her grand chil dren, Katie “Katie Bug” Felch, Olivia
“Livvy” Brown, MaKayla Becker, and Alden Brown; her
great-grand chil dren, Pais ley, Kae lynn, Baylee, and Cam den;
her brother, Tom Kro pla; her sis ter, Janet Lowe; and her best
friend, her dog, Sadie. She is fur ther sur vived by many
nieces, nephews, and ex tended fam ily mem bers. She was
pre ceded in death by her par ents, Wal ter and Doris; her son,
Tod Brown; her brother, Fred Kro pla; and dear fam ily mem ‐
bers and friends.
Memo r ial ser vices for Lynn Brown were held on Mon day,
De cem ber 23, 2024, at 11:00 AM, at Grace Lutheran
Church. Rev. Julie Sinkula will offi ci ate. The fam ily re ‐
ceived friends for vis i ta tion from 9:00 AM until the time of
ser vices at 11:00 AM. In urn ment took place at the Prairie
Rapids Cemetery. Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory
is as sist ing the fam ily. You may view Lynn’s obit u ary and
leave on line con do lences at gen er a tions fu neral.com.

Do lores Norma Voss, 98,
peace fully passed away at her
beloved Grace Lodge home in
the com pany of loved ones
after a de cline re lated to heart
dis ease. Do lores’ strong Chris t ‐
ian faith blessed her with the
promise that the final jour ney
through heaven’s gates would
be a glo ri ous day. Her di rec tive
to fam ily and friends asked
that they be happy when she
died, not sad.
Do lores’ death was pre ceded
by her par ents Al bert and Alice
Roehr; broth ers, Richard Roehr

and James Roehr; hus band Eu gene Voss, son Fred er ick Voss,
and grand son Eric Voss. Sur vivors in clude her son Richard
and Vickie (Goehe) Voss; daugh ter, Jean Voss and Steve Doll
(hus band); grand chil dren Greta (Voss) Knowles and hus band
John Knowles; Heidi Voss, and her great grand chil dren Eu ‐
gene Voss, Olivia, Alexan der, and Eliza Knowles, won der ful
nieces and nephews, and friends.
Do lores moved from Mil wau kee to Rhinelander in 1962.
Aside from rais ing her chil dren, Do lores en joyed read ing,
gar den ing, sewing, ice skat ing, swim ming, trav el ing, opera,
going for walks, bird watch ing, and lis ten ing to pub lic radio
broad casts.
In 1966, Do lores began work ing for the State of Wis con sin
as a so cial worker. She al ways held a gen uine con cern for
fos ter chil dren in her care. Do lores later tran si tioned to over ‐
see ing adop tions until re tir ing in 1985.
Do lores re mained reg u larly ac tive in church functions at
Trin ity Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church. Sun day school teach ‐
ing, singing in the choir, serv ing on com mit tees, cook ing for
spe cial events, putting to gether care pack ages and quilts for
third world coun tries, and serv ing as a key link in the
church’s prayer chain were im por tant to her. She also vol un ‐
teered at Rhinelander’s first re cy cling cen ter.
Do lores will be re mem bered for being a kind and car ing
soul.
Thank you to Mary and Don Ross for being great neigh bors
dur ing Do lores’ final years in her home, the amaz ing staff at
Grace Lodge, Hos pice, health care team, The Rhinelander
Pub lic Li brary, Do lores’ spe cial friend Gina Scheuer, Hilde ‐
brand-Russ Fu neral Home, and every one else who touched
her life.
Vis i ta tion will begin at 10:30am at Trin ity Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church in Rhinelander on Fri day, Jan u ary 3rd,
2025, fol lowed by a ser vice of re mem brance presided by
Pas tor Kari Vadis at 11:00am. Lunch will be pro vided di ‐
rectly af ter wards.
In stead of flow ers, the family re quests memo ri als be made to
the Rhinelander Pub lic Li brary’s “Books on the Go” pro ‐
gram for area se niors and home bound pa trons so they may
con tinue to enjoy the same ser vices that Do lores so cher ‐
ished as a pas sion ate reader. https:// rhi nela nder libr ary. org/ 
outreach/

Alex Henry Kafka
July 26, 1925 ~ De cem ber 15,
2024
Age ~ 99
Alex was born July 26, 1925,
in Wausaukee, Wis con sin to
Stanis law “Stan ley” and
Stanis lawa “Stella” Kawka, the
youngest of thir teen chil dren.
He is pre ceded in death by his
wife, Flo rence, by his par ents,
and all sib lings, sis ters, Irina,
Is abelle, and Martha, and
broth ers, Boleslaw, Matthew,
Sig mund, Leo, Stan ley,
Stephen, Ed ward, Tedow, and

Philip. He is sur vived by two sons, Michael Kafka (Ka rina
Alder ton), and Mark Kafka, along with nu mer ous nieces,
and nephews.
Alex grew up on a dairy farm in Wausaukee where he at ‐
tended Catholic School. He ex celled in math and en joyed
play ing the vi o lin. In his early teens, with all his sib lings
serv ing in WWII, he ran the farm with his fa ther.
Alex proudly served in the United States Army in WWII,
where he served in The Mil i tary Gov ern ment Team in Akita,
Japan. After re turn ing home, he moved to Chicago, where
his par ents and some sib lings now lived. He worked two jobs
and saved his money to “Get out of the city”. In July 1952,
he mar ried Flo rence Na glowski and they had fifty years to ‐
gether.
In May of 1959, Alex and Flo rence pur chased land on Lake
George where they raised two boys. A month later he started
build ing the first of what would be ten cot tages along with a
home and bar. He rented the first cot tage on June 2, 1960,
and that very same cot tage is still being rented sixty-four
years later at the time of his death. Kafka’s Rain bow Re sort
had cot tages with all the col ors of the rain bow. Soon the
name would be changed to Kafka’s Re sort.
Alex had many friends from all walks of life that came to the
Re sort. There was al ways lots of fun along with many horse ‐
shoe tour na ments. His fa vorite horse shoe part ner was T.
Texas Tyler, a Coun try Music Hall of Fame In ductee who
spent many sum mers at the Re sort. Many came to the Re sort
the same week every year and it was al ways a big re union.
Many have been com ing back for decades. They in cluded
Mr. and Mrs. Ariens, the snow/lawn equip ment founders
who have been stay ing at the re sort for over twenty years,
Major League Pitcher, Har vey Kitz man, Pro Golfer, Dan
Fors man, and a Ken tucky Derby win ning Jockey. These are
just a few of the count less great fam i lies that stayed at his
Re sort.
Alex al ways said he built the place for kids. He built a beau ‐
ti ful beach and a large play ground. Every Sat ur day, there
was a trail of kids cloth ing down to the beach. The kids wore
their swim suits under their clothes on the way up to the Re ‐
sort. The kids were al ways ex cited to meet up with and play
with their friends they had not seen for a year. Every Sat ur ‐
day there were kids with tears not want ing to leave. One of
the best things was to see the dozens of next gen er a tions
com ing back. The longest fam ily had va ca tioned at the Re ‐
sort for fifty-five years and was into their fifth gen er a tion.
Then there was the bar and recre ation room over look ing the
Re sort. It was a “Jump ing Place” with piano, gui tar, ac cor ‐
dion, vi o lin, and of course a stump fid dle play ers. Most
nights it was hard for Alex to get the peo ple back to their
cot tages by 3am with him hav ing to work in the morn ing.
Alex was a found ing mem ber of the Town of Pel i can Fire
De part ment. He pur chased an Evin rude out board, do nat ing it
to the de part ment for them to raf fle off. That money was
used to pur chase the first Pumper for the de part ment. He was
in stru men tal or ga niz ing the Snow bound Coun try Snow mo ‐
bile Club. With his Jeep pickup and old chain saw, Alex and a
hand ful of men cut every trail for the east side Rhinelander
club. The first groomer would be de liv ered to his dri ve way.
At the time, Alex and that hand ful of guys funded the en tire
club, reach ing into their own pock ets to pur chase the equip ‐
ment, signs, gas along with any other items. As club Pres i ‐
dent he spent many sea sons groom ing trails. He was a long ‐
time mem ber of the Rhinelander Lions Club. For over a
decade he col lected the most do na tions for the White Cane
Day fundraiser. He was a mem ber of St. Mary’s/Na tiv ity
Par rish since 1959. In 1961, he worked tire lessly help ing
raise funds to build the cur rent church. He bought, cleaned,
and do nated all the smelt for the first St. Mary’s fa mous
smelt fry. His wife Flo rence would make all the potato salad.
Alex was Pres i dent of Bet ter Re sorts and then the
Rhinelander Cham ber. He was a promi nent fac tor in de vel ‐
op ing Rhinelander Tourism.
Alex loved music since he was a young ster. Kafka’s Re sort
Bar al ways had music going, ei ther live or from the Juke box.
Even in his last days he was singing to the staff at Rennes.
He taught his boys to work hard and to hunt and fish. He en ‐
joyed fish ing for bluegills the most. Even in his mid-90’s
Alex would bluegill fish every spring. He was also an avid
gar dener, but what he en joyed the most was to work. At age
ninety-seven, Alex still made all his own ap point ments, cut
all the lawn, raked, drove the trac tor and used a chain saw.
On his ninety-eighth birth day he was still cut ting all the lawn
at his Re sort.
Alex was a gen er ous man, al ways will ing to lend a hand. He
had a won der ful life, saw many things and changes take
place. As a young ster he took his mother by horse and buggy
to the Gen eral Store to trade eggs for credit to buy ne ces si ‐
ties. Now it’s a few clicks on the phone and the eggs are at
your doorstep. Many won der ful friends came through
Kafka’s Re sort in clud ing maybe his best friend, T. Texas
Tyler. He called him “Hi Neigh bor” be cause that is how he
greeted every one. Tyler wrote songs and played at Alex’s bar
for many sum mers.
Alex al ways said, “Every thing in mod er a tion ….EX CEPT
work”.
The vis i ta tion for Alex was held on Wednes day, evening, De ‐
cem ber 18, 2024, at the Hilde brand Fu neral Home from 5:00
pm until 7:00 pm. The sec ond vis i ta tion took place on Thurs ‐
day, De cem ber 19, 2024, at Na tiv ity of Our Lord Catholic
Church, from 10:00 am until the 11:30 am Mass of Chris t ian
Bur ial. Fr. Chris Kemp of fi ci ated.
Im me di ately fol low ing the mass, there was a pro ces sion to
Na tiv ity of Our Lord Catholic Ceme tery where the Com mit ‐
tal Ser vice and mil i tary hon ors took place.
Arrange ments have been en trusted to the Hilde brand Fu neral
Home & Cre ma tion Spe cial ists, 24 E. Dav en port Street,
Rhinelander, Wis con sin, 54501, 715-365-4343. Every one is
in vited to leave an on line con do lence at www. hil debr andr 
ussf h. com

A Traditional Way
to say Good Bye
Honor your loved one with an obituary
in this Free weekly newspaper that
reaches loyal readers.

Inquire with your local funeral director
or contact us for more information.

24 W. Rives Street, Rhinelander WI 54501
866-369-3331 24

96
39

410 N. Brown St., Rhinelander

715-362-7600
www.forth�oral.com

After
Christmas Sale

All
Holiday Items
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40% off!
*Excludes Old World Ornaments
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Tea, biscuits and carols
Jan Baer and her daughter Marilyn Pekol play holiday carols during the annual 
Christmas Tea hosted by Friends of the Rhinelander District Library. The tea was 
held Tuesday, Dec. 17. Visitors enjoyed sweet treats, tea, coffee and music. For 
more information on the Friends of the Rhinelander District Library, visit the group’s 
Facebook page. Star Journal photo

|PUBLISHER LETTER|

As one story concludes, another begins
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Reader,
As the calen-

dar turns to an-
other New Year, 
we fi nd our-
selves at a famil-
iar crossroads, a 
time for renewal 
and refl ection. 
It’s a time when 
we take stock of  our lives, weighing the 
good against the bad, and consider the 
impact we’ve had on the world around 
us. The New Year o¥ ers a chance to set 
new goals and make resolutions in the 
hopes of  becoming the best versions of  
ourselves.

Yet, as many of  us know, the resolve 
we feel on January 1st can be fl eeting. 
How often do we revisit our resolutions 
a year later, only to fi nd they’ve been 
forgotten, buried under the weight of  
daily routines and unexpected challeng-
es? Despite our best intentions, life has 

a way of  diverting our focus, and those 
grand plans can slip away unnoticed.

But perhaps that’s okay. The beauty 
of  the New Year lies not just in our ambi-
tions but in the grace we grant ourselves 
when we fall short. It’s a time to ac-
knowledge our humanity, to understand 
that growth is not always linear, and 
that the journey itself—full of  missteps 
and lessons—is what truly matters.

So as we step into this New Year, let’s 
embrace the opportunity to dream, to 
set intentions, and to strive for better. 
But let’s also be kind to ourselves when 
we stumble, and remember that each 
new day brings with it the possibility of  
renewal.

Wishing you a joyous New Year, full of  
hope, refl ection, and the endless poten-
tial of  new beginnings.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re� ections” a new book now available on Amazon.

A New Year With New Beginnings

Letters to the Editor must include 
the writer’s full name, address, and 
other contact information (only your 
name and town will appear in print and 
online).

We will not accept a letter from an un-
identifi ed source.

• Letters should be no more than 500 
words and may appear in our weekly 
print issue.

• Letters may be edited by our sta¥  for 
length, clarity and facts.

• The Star Journal will only print let-
ters that address a specifi c issue or ar-
ticle that may be of  interest to the bulk 
of  our readers.

• Submit Letters to the Editor Here: 
starjournal@mmclocal.com, 800-36-3331 
or 24 W. Rives, Rhinelander, WI 54501

We will not print letters that:
Contain potentially libelous material. 

Libel is any malicious, unsubstantiated 
or untrue statement about someone that 
damages their reputation. Submissions 
must have facts to back up all claims.

Support discrimination on any 
grounds. This includes, but is not limit-
ed to, discrimination based on age, abil-
ity, gender, sexual orientation, religion 
or culture.

Are vulgar, profane, obscene or other-
wise o¥ ensive.

Make explicit or implied threats. This 
includes personal attacks, intimidation, 
bullying or threat of  harm against a per-
son or organization.

Contain copyrighted material or that 
have been printed in another publica-
tion. All Letters must be an original 
writing by the signer and exclusive to 
the Star Journal.

Identifi es another person, unless that 
person has given their explicit consent. 
We assume that any person identifi ed in 
a letter has consented to be mentioned 
in the letter.

Copyright and reprint permission
The writer of  a Letter to the Editor 

maintains copyright of  their letter. Any 
other individual or organization must 
seek permission from the writer if  they 
wish to reprint a letter to the editor

Political Letters to the Editor
All letters submitted as an endorse-

ment for a political candidate, referen-
dum or political agenda will carry the 
same guidelines as above. However, they 
will be charged $40 for the fi rst 250 words 
and an additional $10 per additional 50 
words. All political letters must be pre-
paid prior to printing. Some submis-
sions may be referred to our advertising 
department to be run as ads.

Rev: 02/05/24

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

READERS,
It’s been said that retirement is like 

a long weekend, except you never have 
to go back to work. I’ve decided to test 
that theory. After 10 years reporting on 
the news and events in the Rhinelander 
area, I am retiring as editor of  the Star 
Journal.

If  you are reading this, thank you for 
your interest in local news. You have 
given me and the rest of  the team at the 
Star Journal purpose in what we work 
so hard to produce. Meeting community 
members and helping them tell their 
stories over the years has been a joy; be-
ing trusted to share them, an immense 
honor.

A few other quick thank yous before 
I go. First and foremost, I want to thank 
my family for their patience and under-
standing about the long hours, vaca-
tions that didn’t take place, and the dis-
traction of  incoming email.

Thanks to my co-workers – everyone 
I had the pleasure of  working with over 
my 19 years with the paper; you have 
made coming to work less of  a job. And 
a way back thanks to Mike Michalak 
for hiring a know-it-all 23-year-old from 
Minnesota to join his news team at the 
newly-named WJFW. Rhinelander felt 
like home from the time I arrived.

Christina Brandmeier will take over 
as Star Journal editor. She has a wealth 
of  experience in media, most recently 
working for the Vilas County News 
Review as the Lifestyle editor. Christina 
has spent summer and winter holidays 
in the Northwoods since she was a kid 
and is happy to live here full time.

Wishing everyone the best in the new 
year!

And, please, keep supporting local 
news.

Eileen Persike

Winter clothing drive set until Dec. 30
FOR STAR JOURNAL

The Rhinelander Area Chamber of  
Commerce invites the community to 
participate in the Big Bundle Up cam-
paign, which collects new or gently used 
coats, sweaters, hats, mittens, and other 
warm clothing items to support those in 
need.

The winter clothing can be dropped 
o¥  at the Rhinelander Chamber at 450 
W. Kemp St.

The Hodag10s are also involved in 
the Big Bundle Up and have a drop-o¥  

site at Northland Insurance Agency, 131 
Randall Ave. in Rhinelander.

Donations will be accepted until Dec. 
30 and go to the Warm for Winter cloth-
ing pantry.

Warm for Winter distribution days 
are held at the First Congregational 
UCC Church at 135 E. Larch St. on the 
last Saturday of  each month from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. and the second Monday from 
4 to 6 p.m. through March 2025.

For more information, contact the 
Rhinelander chamber at 715-365-7464.

A holiday salute
Northwoods Honor Guard members salute as Jalane Adams places a Christmas 
wreath on her son’s grave, U.S. Army Sgt. Ryan Adams, during a private ceremony 
Dec. 15 at the Northland Memorial Park in Rhinelander. Dave Melancon photo
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Jeans for 
Teens supports 

homeless shelter
FOR STAR JOURNAL

Rhinelander High School 
FBLA/DECA is holding its 
annual Jeans for Teens drive 
until Jan. 7. The group is 
collecting gently used jeans 
for community members in 
need.

To donate, the collection 
sites to drop o­ jeans 
are Rhinelander High 
School, James Williams 
Middle School, Crescent 
Elementary School, Pelican 
Elementary School, Central 
Elementary School, 
Maurices, Rhinelander 
District Library, Campfire 
Co­ee and Creamery (A’La 
Mode), Bath and Body 
Creations, and the YMCA, 
in the box wrapped in 
Christmas paper.

Donations will go to the 
Frederick Place homeless 
shelter.

For more information, call 
715-365-9500.

Rhinelander school board okays 
operational referendum question

FOR THE STAR JOURNAL
RHINELANDER – At its Dec. 16 meeting, the School 

District of  Rhinelander Board of  Education approved 
an operational referendum question that will appear 
on the ballot Tuesday, April 1, 2025.

If  the referendum is approved, the district will be 
able to exceed its revenue limit by an additional $3 
million per year in both the 2025-26 and 2026-27 school 
years. Once the current referendum, which was ap-
proved in 2022, expires in 2027, the district would then 
be able to exceed its revenue limit by $7 million in the 
2027-28 and 2028-29 school years.

In total, the district would be exceeding its revenue 
limit by $7 million in each of  the next four years.

“We are proud of  our e¥orts to continue providing 
our students with an exceptional educational experi-
ence, despite the financial challenges facing our dis-
trict and many others like ours across the state,” said 
Superintendent Eric Burke. “As we continue to man-
age the impact of  rising costs and an inadequate state 
funding system, we are once again looking to engage 
our community and propose a solution that will posi-
tion our students for success, now and in the coming 
years.”

Burke added that while the financial support provid-
ed through the 2022 operational referendum has been 
“incredibly important” for the district’s schools and 
students, costs have continued to increase at a rapid 

pace over the past two-and-a-half  years.
Since 2022, expenses across the board have risen 

16.11%, while revenue has increased by about 3.38%. 
The most notable cost increases have been in the areas 
of  salaries and benefits (16%), special education (17%), 
summer school (41%), and transportation (20%).

To that end, the board is proposing a new operation-
al referendum that would remain in place for the next 
four years. The first two years of  the new referendum 
would overlap with the final two years of  the current 
referendum.

If  the new referendum is approved, the projected 
tax rate for the 2025-26 school year would be $7.92 per 
$1,000 of  home fair market value. This would represent 
an increase of  52 cents in the first year. For the owner 
of  a home with an equalized value of  $200,000, it would 
amount to an increase of  $104.

The tax rate is then projected to decrease in each 
year of  the four-year operational referendum. The 
projected tax rate for the 2028-29 school year would be 
$7.07 per $1,000 of  home fair market value. This would 
mark a decrease of  36 cents from the current 2024-25 
tax rate.

For more information about the district’s financial 
needs and the proposed solution on the ballot in April 
2025, visit rhinelander.k12.wi.us/district/referendum.
cfm.

Find us online 
at

StarjournalNOW.com

Happy
Holidays

From our Family to Yours

Locations in Rhinelander - Eagle River -Minocqua

715-365-4800
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Holiday Happenings
A roundup of this week’s
holiday-themed events
across the Northwoods

Note: Due to the holidays, 
events, dates, and times 
are subject to change.

Dec. 26, Builder’s Club: 1-5 
p.m., Rhinelander District 
Library, 106 N. Stevens St. 
Legos, Magna-Tiles, and 
more available in the chil-
dren’s department. Free. 
715-365-1073.

Dec. 26-28, ArtStart 
Winter Gallery Exhibitions:
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 26, and Friday, Dec. 
27; 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 28. Featuring “Pass-
ing Through Wonderland” 
from artist Andrea Kidd 
and “Past, Present, and 
Future” from Cassandra 

Smith. 715-362-4328 or art-
startrhinelander.org.

Dec. 28, Warm For Winter: 
9:30-11:30 a.m., First 
Congregational UCC, 135 
E. Larch St., Rhinelander. 
New and gently used warm 
clothing, shoes, boots, 
coats, hats, mittens, toys, 
and bedding. No income 
requirements. Place dona-
tions in the bin outside the 
church or the tub in the 
Oneida County Health-
ADRC building. 608-345-
7305 or Warm For Winter 
Facebook page.

Dec. 28, Personal Essen-
tials Pantry (PEP): 9-11:30 
a.m., First United Method-

ist Church, 724 Arbutus 
St., Rhinelander. Use 
entrance A on the corner 
of  Prospect and Wabash. 
PEP provides products 
necessary for personal and 
household cleanliness and 
good health. 715-362-2091.

Dec. 28, Rhinelander Area 
Food Pantry: 9-11:30 a.m., 
distribution. Donation 
drop-o¥ hours 8 a.m.-noon 
Mondays through Fridays. 
627 Coon St. Rhinelander-
areafoodpantry.org.

Dec. 28, Indoor Farmers 
Market: Saturdays from 
9 a.m-noon throughout 
the fall and winter at the 
YMCA of  the Northwoods, 

2003 E. Winnebago St., 
Rhinelander. 715-362-9622 
x 118.

Dec. 30, AA and Al-Anon 
Meetings: 7 p.m., Immanu-
el Lutheran Church, 21 W. 
Timber Dr., Rhinelander. 
715-362-5910.

Dec. 30, Overeaters 
Anonymous: 1 p.m., Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 235 N. 
Stevens St., Rhinelander. 
715-362-4258.

Dec. 30, Bridge Games: 
noon, American Legion 
Hall, 121 W. Front St., 
Minocqua. $4. Call Lee at 
715-356-4243.

Dec. 30, Baby Storytime: 

10 a.m., Rhinelander 
District Library. Stories, 
songs, and playtime. Free 
to the public. 715-365-1070 
or rhinelanderlibrary.org.

Dec. 30, Rhinelander Area 
Food Pantry: 3-5 p.m., 
distribution. Donation 
drop-o¥ hours 8 a.m.-noon 
Mondays through Fridays. 
627 Coon St. Rhinelander-
areafoodpantry.org.

Dec. 31, Preschool Story-
time: 10 a.m., Rhinelander 
District Library. Stories, 
flannels, songs, and fun for 
ages two and older. Free to 
the public. 715-365-1070 or 
rhinelanderlibrary.org.

Dec. 25, Rhinelander Lions 
Community Christmas 
Dinner: 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m., 
Trig’s, 232 S. Courtney St. 
Free Christmas dinner 
open to the community. 
Available for pick up at 
Trig’s Deli Express En-
trance.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1, Lights of 
the Northwoods: 5- 9 p.m., 
Hodag Park, 509 Rose St., 
Rhinelander. Nightly light 
displays, holiday music, 
bonfires, special weekend 
activities, including a visit 

from Rhinelander’s Santa 
and a fireworks show on 
New Year’s Day. Free 
admission. Collections of  
food and monetary dona-
tions will support area food 
pantries. Lightsofthenorth-
woods.org.

Dec. 26-29, A Christmas 
Wonderland: Over one 
million lights on display 
at Rondele Ranch, 8959 
Hwy K, Harshaw. Walk-
ing tours are Fridays and 
Saturdays from 5 -9 p.m., 
plus Thursday, Dec. 26, 5-9 

p.m. Driving tours Sundays 
and Tuesdays, 5- 8 p.m. 
$20 per car; cash only at 
the gate. Proceeds support 
local non-profit groups. 
1-844-WI-RANCH.

Dec. 26-28 and Dec. 30-
31, Christmas Train Village 
Show: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Hosted 
by the Northwoods Model 
Railroad Club. The 2024 
display will be set up in 
the Train Station Shops in 
Minocqua, in the former 
Clothes Connection Unit, 
611 Oneida St. All ages. 

Free. Visit facebook.com/
northwoodsmodelrailroad-
club.

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve 
Fireworks: 3- 7 p.m., Wood-
ru¥ Town Hall. Sledding, 
ice skating, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, and a bonfire.
Fireworks at 7 p.m. The 
Cross Country Cruisers 
will be hosting food, bever-
ages, and children’s activi-
ties indoors. 715-356-9421.

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve 
Candlelight Hike/Snow-

shoe: 5:30-8 p.m., Trees for 
Tomorrow, Eagle River. $5 
per person; children five 
and under are free. Pre-
registration encouraged 
at treesfortomorrow.com. 
715-479-6456.

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve 
Pre-Party with Music 
Bingo: 2-9 p.m., The Brew 
Station, 1803 Superior 
St., Three Lakes. Annual 
New Year’s Eve Pre-Party 
featuring appetizers and 
a chance to win a 200mL 
bottle of  bubbly. Music 

Bingo at 7 p.m., where 
instead of  numbers, you’ll 
mark o¥ your favorite 
songs. 715-222-5474.

Jan. 1, Rhinelander Wom-
an’s Club concessions: 5-7 
p.m., Hodag Park Pavilion, 
Rhinelander. The woman’s 
club will be selling hot 
drinks, water, nachos, and 
sweet snacks before the 
Lights of  the Northwoods 
fireworks display. See the 
Rhinelander Woman’s Club 
Facebook page.

|COMMUNITY CALENDAR|

Find us online 
at

StarjournalNOW.com

b
be

DOWNTOWN RHINELANDER
715-362-5953 • 39 N. BROWN ST

www.carpetone.com

Carpetiers, Covering The Northwoods For Over 69 Years!

33
82

24

Merry

Christmas!

From everyone atyone at

436062 43
48

58

Wishing you a
Joyous Holiday Season

And a
Happy New Year!

Hwy. 51 South & Lee Road Minocqua
715-356-3636

(3 miles south of the Minocqua Bridge)

www.everestcustomhomes.com
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A library holiday tradition
Visitors to the Rhinelander District Library had the opportunity to vote for their favorite gingerbread houses, during the fourth annual contest. There were entries in three categories, 
pre-K to sixth grade, seventh through twelfth grades and adult and family. The Brothers Grimm are credited with making gingerbread houses popular by featuring them in the 
backdrop of their fairytale, “Hansel and Gretel.” The tradition of decorated gingerbread houses is believed to have started in Germany in the early 1800s, following the publication of 
the story. Didn’t enter the library’s contest this year? Starting planning now for the 2025 edition of the tasty competition. Star Journal photos

Feliz Navidad

43
53

02

from all your amigos at

1180 Lincoln St. Rhinelander
Across from Kohls
715-362-4970

Sun.-Thurs. until 9 pm; Fri. & Sat., until 10 pm
LA CANTINA OPEN DAILY 11AM-11PM

w w w . s h o e d e r s m a r i n e . c o m

2230 N. Stevens St. • (Hwy. 17 N.) Rhinelander
(715) 365-7722

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-2

from your Friends and Family
at Shoeder’s

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year

2023-2024 Snowmobile Rental Fleet
Available Now!
715-365-7722

43
51

83

We Make
Fun Stuff Fun To Buy!

WALLY’S

SOUTH

17

Wally’s South 17 Supper Club
3220 Boyce Drive, Rhinelander

715-420-0939
Wednesday - Sunday 4-9

Scan
QR Code to
See Our
Latest

Specials!

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Rhinelander
Woodruff
Eagle River
Phillips

Marshfield
715-365-1777

Wishing You a
Very Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!
22

53
38

Wishing you
and yours a

joyous holiday season

434935

715-365-5914
1871 N. Stevens Street – Rhinelander, WI 54501

www.hodagexpresslube.com

1

Happy Holidays from
HODAG EXPRESS LUBE

“For All Your
Car Care
Needs”

110997

From all of us at the Cutting Cabin,
we wish you a very
Merry Christmas
And Happy New Year! 43

53
25

• Computer Diagnostics • Brakes
• Hybrid Vehicles • Light Duty Diesel

• Factory Maintenance Schedule

5 E. Monico St., Rhinelander • 715-365-2972
northwoodsautotechs.com

WE WISHYOU

A GREAT NEWYEAR

-HAPPY-

-AND-
Holidays

43
57

87

1025 Margaret Street,
Woodruff, WI 54568

715-439-4100
www.nimsgernfuneral.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
& SEASON

GREETINGS!

43
57

89
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Railroad museum dazzles with light displays

Holiday hodags and a little helper greet visitors at the 
Rhinelander Railroad Museum’s Christmas Open House at 
Pioneer Park. Dave Melancon photos

This hodag is lit and ready for Christmas.

The inside of the museum is just as festive as the outside 
and features model train exhibits.

The railroad museum lights up its trains and trees for the 
holidays.

Christmas concerts
Last week, choir and band students from Rhinelander 
High School, James Williams Middle School, Northwoods 
Community Elementary School, and Crescent Elementary 
School performed in holiday concerts. 
Bob Mainhardt photos

The Rhinelander Railroad Museum celebrated the 
magic of  the holiday season at its Christmas Open 
House earlier this month at Pioneer Park.

The event featured light displays and a decorated 
historic train depot.

Guests could explore the logging museum and dis-
cover intricate model train exhibits.

There were speeder rides and sleigh and wagon 

rides by Dr. Allison’s Bob and Bess Express, and the 
event was complete with a visit from Santa and festive 
treats like cookies and cocoa.

Proceeds benefi ted the Rhinelander Railroad 
Association.

Pioneer Park Historical Complex is located at 705 
Martin Lynch Drive in Rhinelander.

435788

www.RhinelanderCollision.com

God Bless you and your family
& have a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

4 S. Stevens St., Rhinelander
715-369-2456 | OmeliaLaw.com

11
20

77

HAPPY
Holidays!

From the Mercer Area Chamber of Commerce
Happy Holidays

MercerCC.com

Meet Me in Mercer
This Winter Season

410 N. Brown St., Rhinelander

715-362-7600
www.forth�oral.com

Merry
Christmas

&
Happy New Year

From the Hempels &
Everyone at Forth Floral

Plants make great gifts!43
12

30

51 South Brown Street | Rhinelander, WI 54501
cataly�wine.llc@gmail.com

Cataly� Wine LLC

43
53

15

Wine Bar

Wishing yo� al�
� Wonderfu�

Holida�!

Wishing yo� al�

1000 Day Street • Rhinelander
715-365-1234 • GraceLodge.com
Locally owned by Calvin and Susan Sprik

SEASON’S GREETINGS
Trimmed With Best Wishes
Wishing you a merry Christmas
decorated with love and
friendship, and a New Year
�lled with peace, joy, good
health and good fortune.

345865
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435334
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To have your 
professional 

service appear in 
this section,

call 866-369-3331 
today!

|BUSINESS DIRECTORY| AUCTION
SOURCE

TO HAVE YOUR AUCTION APPEAR IN THIS SECTION, 
CALL 866-369-3331

OCHD shares ice safety tips

The Oneida County Sheri­’s O�ce is asking for your assistance in locating these individuals.
If you have seen or have information regarding their whereabouts,
please contact the Oneida County Sheri­’s O�ce at 715-361-5100.

|ONEIDA COUNTY WARRANTS OF THE WEEK|

ONEIDA COUNTY COURT REPORT

DEC. 12-18, 2024
Scott R. Eades, 44, Rhinelander, 
two charges bail jumping-felony, 
$5000 signature bond, AIA Jan. 6.
Craig A. Wells, 37, Rhinelander, 
OWI (2nd), $1500 signature bond, 
AIA Jan. 22.
Robert G. Miller Jr, 42, Rhine-
lander, OWI (3rd), $2500 signature 
bond, AIA Jan. 22.
Robert A. Rozum, 53, Rhineland-
er, disorderly conduct with domestic 
abuse-threat modifier, $150 cash 
bond, AIA Jan. 22.
Michael R. Nelson, 50, Rhine-
lander, possession with intent-
amphetamine/methamphetamine/
etc. (>3-10g) with second and 
subsequent o­ense modifier, $5000 
signature bond, AIA Jan. 28.
Nicholas J. Johnson, 34, Wood-
ru­, four charges bail jumping-felony, 
$10,000 cash bond, AIA Dec. 30.
Christina H. Patterson, 56, 
Rhinelander, two charges bail 
jumping-felony with repeater modi-
fiers, $10000 cash bond, AIA Feb. 6.
Gerald E. Paugel Jr, 63, Rhine-
lander, OWI (4th), $1000 cash bond, 
AIA Jan. 28.
Jordan T. Peters, 35, Osh-
kosh, two charges bail jumping-
misdemeanor, disorderly conduct, 
dismissed on prosecutor’s motion, 
bail jumping-misdemeanor, charge 
dismissed but read in, ba¡ery, guilty 
due to no contest plea, 12 months 
POP.
Gerald R. Boehm, 51, Ogema, dis-
orderly conduct/cause disturbance, 

guilty due to no contest plea, $20 
restitution.
Kari A. Knauf, 45, Rhinelander, re-
tail the¢-intentionally take (<=$500), 
guilty due to no contest plea, $108.78 
restitution and fine.
Matthew J. Johnson, 37, Rhine-
lander, bail jumping-misdemeanor, 
dismissed on prosecutor’s motion.
Claire M. Olsen, 27, Marine¡e, hit 
and run, bail jumping-felony, both 
charges administrative disposition.
Marsaide M. Rademaker, 29, 
Kaukauna, possession of THC, guilty 
due to guilty plea, $100 fine.
Nicholis A. Marks, 42, Rhineland-
er, bail jumping-misdemeanor, bat-
tery with domestic abuse modifier, 
criminal damage to property with 
domestic abuse modifier, disorderly 
conduct with domestic abuse modi-
fier, possession of cocaine/coca, 
disorderly conduct, all charges dis-
missed but read in, two charges bail 
jumping-misdemeanor, 4th degree 
sexual assault, all charges guilty due 
to no contest plea, 30 days jail.
Timothy A. White, 62, Rhine-
lander, possess firearm-convicted 
of a felony, guilty due to guilty plea, 
$1158 fine.
Eugene P. Waldvogel Jr, 56, 
Minocqua, resisting or obstructing 
an o�cer, dismissed on prosecutor’s 
motion.
Maribeth V. Whitewing, 40, 
Wi¡enberg, bail jumping-felony, 
bail jumping-misdemeanor, both 
charges dismissed but read in, seven 
charges of issuing worthless checks 

(<=$2500), guilty due to guilty plea, 
3 years POP, 9 months county jail 
imposed and stayed.
Matthew T. Rockwood, 32, 
Rhinelander, remove vehicle’s parts 
without consent, charge dismissed 
but read in, disorderly conduct with 
repeater and use of a dangerous 
weapon modifiers, guilty due to no 
contest plea, 1 year WHS/POP.
Alicia J. Thomas, 32, Minocqua, 
possession of methamphetamine 
and possession of drug parapher-
nalia both with PTAC as a party to 
a crime modifiers, both charges 
dismissed on prosecutor’s motion.
Richard J. Schreiber Jr, 31, 
Green Bay, disorderly conduct and 
ba¡ery, both charges dismissed on 
prosecutor’s motion.

ABBREVIATION KEY:
DPA - Deferred Prosecution Agree-
ment
DEJ - Deferred Entry of Judgment
WSP - Wisconsin State Prison
ES – Extended Supervision
PAC - Prohibited Alcohol Concentra-
tion
IID - Ignition Interlock Device
DL – Driver’s license
AIA - Adjourned initial appearance
PTAC - Party to a crime
WHS/POP - Withhold sentence/
period of probation
DRI – Dismissed but read in
PTC – Pre-trial conference
PH – Preliminary Hearing

BY EILEEN PERSIKE
EDITOR

RHINELANDER – School districts in 
Wisconsin have been receiving annual 
District Report Cards since 2012.

School District of  Rhinelander 
Director of  Instruction Ryan Ourada 
explained it to the school board Dec. 16, 
as one way to check the health and well-
ness of  the district.

“The state report card is one compo-
nent to show the great things the district 
is doing and the success they are having 
and all the e¥orts that are within that,” 
he said.

The accountability reports are man-
dated by state law and are designed to 
measure pupil achievement in math and 
English language arts, growth in math 
and English language arts, rates of  at-
tendance, and whether students are on 
track for graduation. Districts then are 
given from one star – fails to meet ex-
pectations, to five stars – significantly 
exceeds expectations.

School District of  Rhinelander re-
ceived an overall score of  63.1, three 
stars, or, “meets expectations.”

How the state arrives at the scores can 
be confusing. For example, scores can be 
weighted to reflect the economically dis-
advantaged student population in di¥er-
ent ways. Achievement is the smallest 
portion of  the report card.

“But,” said Ourada, “We’re showing 
great achievement as a district. That’s 
been growing since 2015-16; we’ve seen 
that growth with our achievement 
scores so that’s a really important thing 
for our district.”

Growth, on the other hand, is the larg-
est part of  SDR’s grade.

“When your achievement is high, your 
level of  growth starts to shrink, so their 
growth may seem small but they are 
already achieving at those meeting and 
advanced areas,” Ourada added. “We’re 
continuing to grow and continuing to 
get closer to the state averages each year 
and showing great achievement which 
is a huge celebration for us.”

Superintendent Eric Burke agrees the 
State Report Card is confusing and says 
the district’s Local Report Card better 
represents what makes a school or dis-
trict “great.” The local e¥ort is being 
led by CESA 9 [Cooperative Educational 
Service Agency] and the school districts 
in CESA 9.

“We believe that the Local Report 
Card provides a much better picture for 
school districts to set measurable goals 
that are meaningful for every school, 
classroom and educator,” Burke said. 
“The local report card measures indica-
tors such as state testing, college/career 
readiness, operational and financial 
stewardship, sta¥ retention, sta¥ satis-
faction, student engagement, and parent 
and community satisfaction. Our school 
district sets our strategic plan, build-
ing goals, and classroom goals directly 
connected to the indicators in the local 
report card.”

Burke pointed out that results of  ACT 
and Forward state tests taken in 2023-24 
showed some of  the best scores ever.

The ACT composite score taken by 
this year’s high school seniors was 19.3, 
the second-highest score in eight years. 
That same group scored highest or sec-
ond highest in five years in math, read-
ing/writing/English, and science.

In 2023-24, third through eighth grad-
ers taking the Forward exam scored a 
seven-year high, as did James Williams 
Middle Schoolers who took the Forward 
test in 2023-24.

Individually, all the elementary 
schools achieved at least four-year high 
scores, with Pelican achieving a seven-
year high score.

“The State testing showed signifi-
cant growth in achievement for all of  
our schools,” Burke said. “Kudos to all 
of  our sta¥, students and families for 
their support of  our mission of  equity, 
empowerment and excellence for all in 
SDR.”

For more information on the State 
Report Cards and Local Report Cards, 
visit Rhinelander.k12.wi.us, and click 
on Strategic Plan.

Grading school districts
SDR looks at state, local assessments

School board member Duane Frey asks a 
question of Ryan Ourada, School District 
of Rhinelander director of instruction, 
during Ourada’s presentation on State 
Report Cards Dec. 16. Star Journal photo

Snowmobile safety course set for January
FOR STAR JOURNAL

A snowmobile safety course will be 
held Monday, Jan. 6, and Tuesday, Jan. 
7, from 4-7 p.m., at the Oneida County 
Sheri¥’s Oµce in Rhinelander.

Participants must attend both dates 
and be at least 12 years old to enroll.

Pre-registration is required, and 
space is limited. To register, complete 
the form on the community education 
classes section of  the School District of  
Rhinelander’s website.

Before registering, students must ob-
tain a Department of  Natural Resources 

(DNR) customer ID number by contact-
ing the DNR at 1-888-936-7463.

The course costs $10 per participant. 
Cash or check will be accepted; checks 
should be addressed to the Oneida 
County Sheri¥’s Oµce.

The sheri¥’s oµce is located at 2000 E. 
Winnebago St.

The DNR-certified course is sponsored 
by The Oneida County Sheri¥’s Oµce 
and the School District of  Rhinelander 
Community Education Program.

For more information, contact Mike 
Cheslock at 715-365-9745.

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The Oneida County Health Department 

(OCHD) is o¥ering residents some tips to 
stay safe on the ice this winter.

The county recommends checking ice 
thickness before venturing onto frozen 
bodies of  water. Ice under four inches is 
thin and not safe to support any activity.

According to the OCHD, four inches is 
safe for walking, ice fishing, or skating; 
five to seven inches for snowmobiles or 
ATVs; seven to eight inches for side-by-
side ATVs; nine to 12 inches for small 
cars; 13 to 17 inches for trucks; and 20-
plus inches for heavy-duty trucks with 
wheelhouse shelters.

OCHD also provided the additional 
safety tips:

Check conditions locally. Ice thickness 

can vary depending on the lake, river, or 
even di¥erent parts of  the same body of  
water.

Carry safety gear. Bring ice picks, a 
whistle, and a rope for emergencies.

Avoid cracks, currents, and open 
water. Ice near flowing water or near 
springs is often thinner.

Buddy up. Never go out on the ice 
alone.

Know what to do if  you fall in. Stay 
calm, keep your head above water, and 
use ice picks or your hands to pull your-
self  out.

For more information, visit the 
Wisconsin Department of  Natural 
Resources’ ice safety page at dnr.wis-
consin.gov/education/outdoorskills/
icesafety.

Steven R. 
Gibbs, Jr., 53, 

Hazelhurst. Fail 
to pay. 

BOND: $558

Timothy W. 
Mann, 29, Lac 
du Flambeau. 
Fail to appear. 
BODY ONLY

Hannah J. 
Rausch, 25, 

Tomahawk. Fail 
to appear. 

BODY ONLY

Carlos D. Smith 
Jr., 48, Hayward. 

Fail to appear. 
BODY ONLY

Daniel W. Wilson, 
69, Rhinelander. 

Fail to pay. 
BOND: 

$1,006.50

43
58

92

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232

Insect &
Wildlife Services

715.350.1030
Northern Wisconsin’s Pest Removal Experts

MOSQUITOS, BATS, SPIDERS & MUCH MORE...

W W W. A D VA N C E D P E S T M G M T. C O M
340611
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|CLASSIFIEDS|

SHOP
LOCAL

Now that’s a 
Bright idea!

LIVE MUSIC- Accordion for hire.
For Christmas parties, New year,
etc. . Call 715-420-0244.

POMPSKI PUPPIES $600. Ready
12/30. Cute friendly Call After 3pm
715-773-1643 (12/23)

POMERANIAN PUP! Parents
weigh 15 and 11lbs Shots Vet Ck’d
$600 call 715-654-5149 (12/23)

2004 Chevy for TRADE ONLY, for
chevy extended cab, normal
height to the road. White Lake
area. 262-497-9417

Two 10” Snow pushers: Skid Steer
mount rubber cutting edge or
Bucket mount spring cutting edge
$1450 each. Air compressor Leroy
“100” on trailer $1850. 920-878-
0005 (12/23)

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS!
$700 Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can
deliver 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/23)nw

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised here-in
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or na-
tional origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination."
We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportu-
nity basis.

For Sale GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES! Vet checked Shots
Ready To Go Now! Can Send Pic-
tures. Caddot WI. 715-289-3165.
(12/23)

ACA BLENHEIM KING CHARLES
CAVALIER PUP. Cute cuddly Vet
ck’d Shots $500. 715-613-4663
(12/23)

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
�nd out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67

Drop off or mail to: Northwoods Star Journal, 24 W. Rives St. Rhinelander, WI 54501

Call for list of markets
and other options.

Deadline Friday at 10:00 a.m.
HelpYour Ad Stand OutWith Add-ons:
• Border $3.00 • Blind Box $6.00
• Bold Lettering $3.00 • Photo/Logo $7.00

One word per box. Payment must accompany ad.
All ads are pre-paid, non-refundable (cash, check, credit card).

40
21
46

AD COPY

24 W. Rives Street
Rhinelander

866-369-3331

Northwoods

AD DEADLINEFRIDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Classified Ads
$1000

5 Lines
One Paper

Additional Lines $1.00
(Partial or Full)

(Private Party Only)

OR Add-A-City

(Plus $1 per additional line)
for $6 (5 Line ad)

Eagle River, Tomahawk,
Antigo, Merrill, Wausau

plus additional papers available,
ask for details.

Name Phone

Address

43
05

68

Crew
Member

$19.79-$21.29/hr
Join our
Team!

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program

(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Bene�ts:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly RatesAPPLY IN-PERSON

Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

JOB OPENING

43
43

85

CESA 9 is hiring a Business Operations Specialist:
Payroll & Accounts Payable to join our team! CESA
9 provides a supportive, engaging, and collaborative
work environment with competitive pay and bene�ts.
As a government entity we participate in the Wisconsin
Retirement System and provide full-time employees with
health, dental, life, long-term disability insurance, plus paid
time off.

Top quali�cations of the position include:
• Post-secondary training in business administration,
accounting, �nance or a related �eld

• Clerical or bookkeeping experience; accounting and/or
payroll related experience required

This is a full-time, year-round position based in our
Tomahawk of�ce. Starting pay rate is based on experience.

For complete job description and application information,
go to: https://www.cesa9.org/about/employment.cfm

Online applications are due by January 3, 2025.

CESA 9 is an equal opportunity employer.

PUB LISHER'S
NO TICE:

Equal Hous ing
Op por tu nity

All Real Estate advertised in this
newspaper is subject to Federal
and State Fair Housing Laws
which prohibit discrimination on
the basis of color, religion, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, age,
handicap, lawful source of in-
come, or marital status of the
person maintaining the house-
hold, and sexual orientation. We
will not accept advertising indi-
cating an intention to discrimi-
nate. our readers are informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. If
you think you have been dis-
criminated against, call the Fair
Housing Council, 1-877-647-
3247 or HUD toll-free at 800-
424-8590.

For Sale GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPPIES. Registered, Shots, De-
wormed $450 OBO 715-773-1867
Greenwood WI. (12/23)

For sale COLLIE PUPPIES! Shots
DEW Marion area $120 715-754-
5214 (12/30)

CAVAPOO PUPS $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/16)nw

CAVAPOO PUPPIES 3-M 2-F
Non-Shedding vet ck’d DEW
Shots $600. 715-701-2066 (12/16)

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES
Males/Females Health Guaran-
teed Ready Now! $600 Call 715-
937-0916 No Text (12/23)

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Processing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$400-$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/23)nw

WHOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/16)nw

AKC REG. CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIAL PUPS. DOB
10/24 Shots, DEW, Vet Ck’d $800.
Call 715-644-5726 (1/6)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty
Roofs, Metal Buildings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS. Ready to go 12/26. In
Greenwood $595 call 715-267-
3271 (12/23)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ready NOW Can deliver 700
Call 715-470-0458 (#509642)
12/23 am

AKC GERMAN SHEPHARD PUP-
PIES! 2-M $400 Serious inquiries
only! DOB 11/13 Very nice pup.
Shots DEW 715-304-1097 (12/30)

PUGALIERS PUP CAVALIER
KING CHARLES Mixed with PUG
PUPS. DOB 10/24 Shots, DEW,
Vet Ck’d $600. Call 715-644-5726
(1/6)

6

7035Entertainment 

66

7272Dogs 

129

7442Miscellaneous for Rent 

147

7502Motorcycles 

56

7252Snow Equipment 

164

7546Trucks 

66

7272Dogs 

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 
144

7487Miscellaneous Real Estate 71

7284Livestock 

75

7292Agriculture Services 

SAVE
Shop the
Classifieds
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Hodag Highlights
|SPORTS| BOB MAINHARDT PHOTOS

BOYS BASKETBALL
The Ashland Oredockers came to Rhinelander for a non-conference game against 

the Hodags. The Oredockers led early in the game 7-2. The Hodags then outscored the 
Oredockers 35-7 to take a 37-14 halftime lead. Rhinelander continually made plays 
in the second half  and eventually put the game into run time with a 40-point lead 
with six minutes remaining and won 76-34. Truman Lamers led all scorers with 24 
points, followed by Devon Feck with 17, and o¥  the bench, Abe Gretzinger scored 11.
The Hodags were undefeated at 5-0 and 2-0 in the conference.

BOYS HOCKEY
The Hodag hockey team was looking for a home win on Tuesday, Dec. 17, as 

they hosted Stevens Point Pacelli. Pacelli scored twice in the fi rst period. Dylan 
Shefveland scored in the fi rst and tied the game at one. Pacelli led 2-1 after one 
period of  play. Timber Cronauer scored in the second period to tie the game. The 
Cardinals then scored with 4:33 gone by in the third. That 3-2 lead would hold up 
as the Hodags could not capitalize on chances in the third and could not score 
after pulling goalie Asher Rivord in the third with 1:43 remaining in the game.
The Hodags were outshot 31-22 and are now 1-5 in the season and 0-2 in the 
conference.

BOYS SWIM
The Shawano/Seymour 

Thunder Hawks and the 
Hodags were both undefeated 
in the conference standings go-
ing into the meet on Tuesday, 
Dec. 17. Now the Hodags are 
the only undefeated team in 
the conference as they won 
133-34. Rhinelander won all 11 
events, with Shawn Denis and 
fellow senior Dolan O’Malley 
being four event winners. 
Denis won the 50 freestyle, 
O’Malley won the 200-yard in-
dividual medley, and both were 
on all three winning relays.
Other individual winners were 
senior Mathias Fugle in the 200- 
and 100-yard freestyle. Charlie 
Antonuk won  the 100 breast-
stroke, Judson O’Malley won 
the 100 butterfl y and 100 back-
stroke,  and Dean Gillingham 
won the 500 freestyle.

Jatyn Barkus got the assist on a pass to 
Devon Feck who scored two of his 17 on 
the play.

Senior reserve Dylan Hopsfensperger 
drove the lane and scored two of his four 
points in the game.

Senior Hayden Schommer scored two 
points on the shot under the basket. 
Schommer scored four points in the game.

Truman Lamers was fouled on a dunk 
attempt. Lamers scored a game-high 24 
points.

Michael Schiek swam the freestyle in the 200-
yard medley relay for the Hodag B entry, and 
the foursome of Schiek, Chris Larson, Paul 
Denis, and Daniel Meier placed second to the 
Hodag A entry.

Mathias won the 200-yard freestyle and the 
100-freestyle.

Dolan O’Malley is swimming the butter� y leg of 
the 200-yard individual medley. O’Malley won 
the event and was part of the winning relays.

Charlie Antonuk won the 100-yard 
breaststroke.

Senior Shawn Denis holds the lap marker for 
his brother Paul, a freshman in the 500-yard 
freestyle.

Shawn Denis checks the scoreboard as he 
� nishes the 50-yard freestyle in � rst place.

Zach Edyvean takes a shot on goal that is 
saved by the Pacelli goalie.

Goalie Asher Rivord gets a stick on 
a shot on goal for a save.

Stevens Point Pacelli’s � rst goal goes 
between the legs of Hodag goalie Asher 
Rivord for the Pacelli 1-0 lead.

Gabe Kennedy took a shot on goal that 
missed, but Dylan Shefveland was there 
for the rebound and put the puck in the net 
to tie the game 1-1.

Kadin Rodziczak took a shot on goal in the � rst period.

151299

GO
HODAGS!

Changing Lives,
One Smile at a Time

No Referrals Needed • Accepting all insurance including Badgercare

Rhinelander - Woodruff - Eagle River - Phillips - Marshfield
715-365-1777

GO
HODAGS!

41
88

16

No Referrals Needed • Accepting all insurance • Free Consultations




