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HOME GAME
VS

STEELE COUNTY BLADES
Friday, January 3 &
Saturday, January 4

7:00 PM
SOUTH WOOD COUNTY REC CENTER

2711 16TH STREET • WISCONSIN RAPIDS

435176
riverkingshockey.com

FRIDAY NIGHT
SKATE WITH
THE PLAYERS!

Food Service:
Wednesday - Friday
11a-2p & 4:30p-8p

At Bullseye Golf Club

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
OPEN NEWYEAR’S EVE -

DEC 31, 2024
FOR DINNER SERVICE 4:30-8PM

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
FOR THE NIGHTS FEATURES!

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED

Coming Soon toWisconsin Rapids
• Coming in December
• Featuring Trackman IO
• 2 - Bays
• Memberships
• Leagues
• Group Parties
Limited Memberships Available
League Sign Up Now Open
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday

Across from Culvers on 8th Street
2660 8th St South Suite 106
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
Phone # 715.712.0174

For More
Information Visit
www.foreindrglf.com

Locally Owned Since 1980Locally Owned

www.beaversvariety.com
410 Market Street • Nekoosa

715-886-4371

ANNUAL

CHRISTMAS
ITEMS

HALF PRICE SALE!
(some items not included)

AREAS MOST UNIQUE DIME STORE

SALES
STARTSTOMORROWDEC. 26TH!
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MMC announces holiday 
break for printed editions

PATRICK WOOD
PUBLISHER

WOOD COUNTY – MMC 
will not publish a printed 
edition of  this paper be-

tween Dec. 26 through 
Jan. 1. This will allow our 
employees to enjoy qual-
ity time with their families 
during the holiday sea-
son. This publication will 

resume publishing on its 
regular day after the new 
year begins. Thank you for 
your understanding, and 
we wish you a joyous holi-
day season!

Arrest made in 
suspicious death

FOR CITY TIMES
WISCONSIN RAPIDS – 

On Dec. 12, 2024 the Adams 
County Sheri�’s O�ce 
in conjunction with the 
Wisconsin Department of  
Justice, Division of  Crimi-

nal Investigation arrested 
Cory A. Beck, age 38 of  
Friendship. 

Cory has been arrested 
on the following charges; 
two counts of  First Degree 

Intentional Homicide, and 
two counts of  Hiding a 
Corpse. Cory is currently 
incarcerated in the Adams 
County Jail awaiting court 
proceedings.



Dear Friends and Family, I want to take a moment to express my
heartfelt gratitude for the outpouring of love and support you

have shown my family and me during this incredibly difficult time.
Your generous donations have provided us with comfort and

relief after the loss of my husband, Ken Schunke.Your kindness
has touched our hearts and reminded us that we are not alone

in this journey.Thank you for being there for us, for your
compassion, and for honoring his memory in such a meaningful
way.We are truly grateful to have all of you in our lives.With all

my love and appreciation,

Nicole Schunke
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Rudolph toddler remains in 
ICU two weeks after crash

Chris Pupols with his 15-month-old son Jack, currently in the ICU after sustaining critical 
injuries on a Dec. 2 crash.

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – On 

Dec. 2, Kamie Pupols and 
her two children, Olivia 
(6) and Jack (15 months), 
were injured when a car 
slammed into their vehicle 
in Rudolph. While they all 
sustained multiple broken 
bones, 15-month-old Jack 
still resides in the ICU.

Jack was on the side 
of  the vehicle that was 
directly impacted by the 
speeding pick up truck 
that hit the family’s car. 
Jack’s injuries include a 
cracked skull that led to 

brain swelling, which af-
fected many other bodily 
functions. Jack is unable 
to breathe on his own or 
move the left side of  his 
body.

Kamie su�ered mutliple 
broken bones on the left 
side of  her body and will 
be faced with months of  
therapy to regain the abil-
ity to walk. 

Olivia su�ered from a 
fractured skull and spent 
two nights in the ICU.

A GoFundMe has been 
set up by immediate fam-
ily members to the Pupols 

family to raise money for 
the two helicoptors it took 
to transport Olivia and 
Jack to Marshfield Clinic, 
Kamie’s ambulance ride, 
medical treatment costs, 
and to renovate parts of  
the Pupols house in order 
to now make it disabil-
ity accessiable in order for 
Kamie to return home.

The Pupols family is 
looking to raise $40,000 
through their GoFundMe 
found at https://www.
gofundme.com/f/support-
kamie-and-jacks-road-to-
recovery?cdn-cache=0

One deceased in 
Auburndale crash

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – On 

Dec. 13, 2024 at approxi-
mately 5:40 p.m. Wood 
County Sheri�’s Depart-
ment responded to US 
Highway 10 at County 
Highway P, Township of  
Auburndale, for a two ve-
hicle accident. 

Initial investigation 
revealed a car with two 
occupants was headed 
north across US Highway 
10. This vehicle failed to 

stop for stop sign, and was 
struck by a SUV traveling 
westbound on US Highway 
10. 

Drivers of  both vehicles 
were taken to Marshfield 
Medical Center for non-
life threatening injuries. 
The passenger of  the car, 
Kasey Ramthun (17) of  
Vesper, was pronounced 
deceased at the scene. The 
driver of  the car was Tren-
ton Lawry (17) of  Wiscon-
sin Rapids. The driver of  

the SUV was Breanna Karl 
(26) of  Milladore.

The incident is cur-
rently under investigation.  
Agencies that assisted the 
Wood County Sheri�’s De-
partment were Wisconsin 
State  Patrol, Auburndale 
Fire and Rescue, Wood 
County Highway Depart-
ment, Dave’s Service 
Center, Tom-Lin and Son, 
Marshfield Fire and Res-
cue. 

Gov. Evers, DNR announce 2025 Urban 
Forestry Program Grant Recipients

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – Gov. 

Tony Evers and the Wis-
consin Department of  
Natural Resources (DNR) 
announced the Urban For-
estry (UF) Grant Program 
recipients for the 2025 grant 
year. In addition to helping 
fund projects consistent 
with state and national 
goals for increasing the ur-
ban forest canopy,  reducing 
carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gasses from the 
atmosphere, and improv-
ing the quality of  life and 
public health of  communi-
ties, the UF Grant Program 
will help advance goals out-
lined in Gov. Evers’ Trillion 
Trees Pledge commitment, 
which includes planting 1 
million trees in urban areas 
by the end of  2030.

Wood County grant re-
cepients include $25,000 

awarded to the city of  
Marshfield for ash tree re-
moval and replacment and 
Port Edwards which re-
ceived $24,781.71 to replant 
shade trees in the village 
and parks.

“Our state forests and 
green spaces are vital to 
lowering the amount of  
carbon dioxide in our atmo-
sphere, providing outdoor 
recreational opportunities 
and protection from the 
summer heat, preserving 
local wildlife habitats, and 
ultimately uplifting our 
statewide economy,” said 
Gov. Evers. “We are con-
fident that with help from 
our state and federal part-
ners, these Urban Forestry 
grants will help bolster 
Wisconsin’s forestry indus-
try and protect our state’s 
ecosystems so that we leave 
our future generations with 

a better world than the one 
we inherited.” 

Through the UF Grant 
Program, $630,000, which 
includes $70,000 in federal 
funding, will be awarded to 
43 applicants, with awards 
ranging from $1,824 to 
$25,000 to support new, in-
novative projects to develop 
sustainable urban and com-
munity forestry programs. 
Two types of  competitive 
grants were available for 
this application cycle, in-
cluding regular and start-
up grants. Regular grants 
award up to $25,000 to sup-
port new, innovative proj-
ects to develop sustainable 
urban and community for-
estry programs. Startup 
grants are simplified grants 
that award up to $5,000 to 
communities that want to 
start or restart an urban 
forestry program.

Area graduates celebrate commencement 
from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

WOOD COUNTY – The 
following graduates are 
among 1,340 prospective can-
didates for degree attending 
University of  Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee commencement that 
was held on Dec. 15. 

UWM is the second larg-
est university in the State of  
Wisconsin, with over 22,000 
undergraduate and graduate 
students.

From Hewitt, WI, Stepha-

nie Rhodes graduates from 
Peck School of  the Arts with 
a Bachelor of  Fine Arts.

From Pittsville, WI, Re-
bekah Downs graduates 
from College of  Engineering 
and Applied Science with a 
Bachelor of  Science in Engi-
neering.

From Wisconsin Rapids, 
WI, Alaina Bechard gradu-
ates from Peck School of  the 
Arts with a Bachelor of  Arts. 

Hannah Carlin graduates 
from Peck School of  the Arts 
with a Bachelor of  Fine Arts. 
Dylan Engelbright gradu-
ates from College of  Engi-
neering and Applied Science 
with a Bachelor of  Science in 
Engineering.

From Withee, WI, Nichole 
Hougard graduates from 
School of  Information Stud-
ies with a Master of  Library 
and Information Science.

Local students celebrate graduation from 
Minnesota State University, Mankato

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – Min-

nesota State University, 
Mankato awarded 2,016 
degrees to 1,696 students at 
the end of  the fall 2024 se-
mester. Wood County grad-
uates include from Marsh-

field, WI, Jordan Dzikowich 
graduated with a BS in 
Psychology and Cum Laude 
honors. Also from Marsh-
field. Joseph Goettl gradu-
ated with a BS in Marketing 
and Cum Laude honors, in 
addition to his CERT in 

Business Analytics.
From Wisconsin Rapids, 

Kendall Schmidt gradu-
ated with a BS in Psychol-
ogy and Cum Laude hon-
ors. Also from Wisconsin 
Rapids, Matthew Swisher 
graduated with a BS.

Celebrate the season by 
giving blood or platelets
FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY – Dec. 
is a time to close out the 
year by making new mem-
ories. With just one week 
left in 2024, the American 
Red Cross asks donors to 
give blood or platelets now 
to help those in need enjoy 
the rest of  the holiday sea-
son with loved ones. Donors 
with type O negative blood 
and those giving platelets 
are especially urged to give 
now so patients can con-
tinue to receive the care 
they count on in the coming 
weeks.

This is a busy time for 
many. In addition to travel, 
seasonal illness and the 
threat of  winter weather 

can also lead to lower ap-
pointment numbers and 
decreased donor turnout, 
making it tougher to keep 
the blood supply stable. 
Those who give regularly 
and those looking to give for 
the first time are encour-
aged to take one hour this 
Dec. to help save lives with 
a blood or platelet donation.

Those who come to give 
Dec. 16, 2024-Jan. 3, 2025, 
will receive an exclusive 
Red Cross long-sleeved T-
shirt, while supplies last.

To extend a special 
thank-you to donors for 
helping address the need 
for blood, platelets and 
plasma during the critical 
post-holiday time, those 

who come to give Jan. 1-26, 
2025, during National Blood 
Donor Month, will be au-
tomatically entered for a 
chance to win a trip for two 
to Super Bowl LIX in New 
Orleans. Details are avail-
able at RedCrossBlood.org/
SuperBowl.

Wood County 
Donation 

Opportunities: 
Pittsville
1/3/2025: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Lions Club Building, 5572 
Fourth Ave

Wisconsin Rapids
1/2/2025: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 

McMillan Library, 490 E. 
Grand Avenue

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
enforcement campaign begins

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – The 

Wisconsin State Patrol is 
joined by law enforcement 
agencies throughout the 
state stepping up patrols to 
stop impaired driving during 
the Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over campaign. The national 
e�ort begins Dec. 13 and runs 
through New Year’s Day.

With the holiday sea-
son and celebrations in the 
works, drivers are urged to 
plan for a sober ride ahead of  
time. Impairment can cloud 
judgement, so designate a 
sober driver prior to celebrat-
ing. If you are the designated 
driver, take that responsibil-
ity seriously. If you’re host-
ing a gathering, consider how 
your guests will get home. 
Identify rideshare options 
before you get to the celebra-

tion. There is no reason to 
drive impaired.

During the last holiday 
season (Dec. 15, 2023-Jan. 1, 
2024), there were 393 crashes 
involving impaired drivers in 
Wisconsin. Those incidents 
killed 12 people and injured 
197 others.

“Getting behind the wheel 
while impaired is a danger-
ous decision with conse-
quences that can harm your-
self and others,” Wisconsin 
State Patrol Superintendent 
Tim Carnahan said. “Law en-
forcement o�cers will be out 
with a greater presence this 
holiday season to keep the 
roads safe for everyone, but 
drivers need to take the first 
step and make responsible 
choices.”

The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol works to assist local law 

enforcement agencies with 
obtaining specialty training 
to detect impairment and 
get dangerous drivers o� 
the road. Over 7,500 o�cers 
in Wisconsin are trained 
in Advanced Roadside Im-
paired Driving Enforcement 
(ARIDE) and the state has 
among the most Drug Rec-
ognition Experts (DREs) in 
the nation, with nearly 400 
o�cers who have completed 
DRE training.

Impaired driving has many 
consequences for a driver in 
addition to the potential for 
a crash. OWI convictions can 
cost around $10,000, including 
fines, court costs, lost time at 
work, higher insurance rates 
and vehicle services. A driver 
can also lose their license and 
vehicle because of an OWI 
conviction.
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Auction Conducted & Clerked by Millers Auction Co #347-053, PO BOX 143 Hixton WI 54635

WWW.MILLERSAUCTIONCO.COM
Call Glenn Miller, Jr. AT 715-299-2543

email: wisconsinjunk@yahoo.com
Reg Wis Auctioneer Tim Barnum #1284

Monroe County Fairgrounds, 1625 Butts Ave, Tomah WI 54660
Fri. Jan. 3rd, 9AM- LIVE ONLY - NO ONLINE BIDDING

Sat. Jan. 4th, 9AM- LIVE AUCTION WITH ONLINE BIDDING
Mon. Jan. 13th, 6PM- ONLINE ONLY • Mon. Jan. 20th, 6PM- ONLINE ONLY
EACH DAY we will be selling many old signs, advertising, municipal, road
& street, cabin, government, carnival plus many other types. Also selling
some antiques & collectibles.

NO BUYERS PREMIUM IF YOU ATTEND IN PERSON!
Terms at onsite auction are cash or check. Credit card 4% buyers premium.

SELLING A 50 YEAR ADVERTISING & ANTIQUE
COLLECTION-ALL FROM ONE OWNER
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Best Local Newspaper
in Wisconsin Rapids

PO Box 408
Waupaca, WI 54981

News Tips, Delivery,
Sales and Obituaries:
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wirapidsof�ce@mmclocal.com
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WISCONSIN RAPIDS

The Aging and Disability Resource
Center of Central Wisconsin

serves lunch at

Centralia Center in Wisconsin Rapids
Mondays - Fridays at 11:30 am

Nekoosa Community Center
Mondays andWednesdays at noon

Eligibility: Age 60+
Suggested contribution

is $6.00 a meal

Reservations Required
call by noon the business day before

888-486-9545

Your contribution makes a significant difference to our program!

No eligible person is denied meals due to ability to contribute. Full meal cost
$14.86 per meal (for someone who is not eligible on a contribution basis). Senior
Nutrition Program is funded by Federal, State, local funds and contributions.

Come join
us for lunch!

$
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

430281In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Sweet Potatoes Fries Frozen

15 oz............................................ONLY 99¢
Hot Dogs Fully Cooked

Chicken, Frozen

16 oz............................................ONLY 99¢
Ham Boneless
Pepper Coated, Frozen

6 lbs.....................................ONLY
$129 a lb

Pizza Pepperoni - Frozen

18.2 oz........................................ONLY
$299

Burn’d Pork Ends
Fully Cooked-Pit Smoked, Frozen

5 lbs.....................................ONLY
$289 a lb

Bacon Sliced

Maple - Frozen

16 oz...........................................ONLY
$299

Bratwurst Original
Fully Cooked - Frozen

19 oz...........................................ONLY
$199

Hashbrowns
Oval Patties - Frozen

45 oz...........................................ONLY
$299

Pork Crumbles
Fully Cooked, Frozen

5 lbs......................................ONLY 99¢ a lb

American Cheese
Processed - Sliced
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899
Cheddar Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899
Monterey Jack
Cheddar
Shredded Cheese
25 lbs....................................ONLY

$149 a lb

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz...............................................ONLY99¢
Cheddar Cheese
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$249 a lb

Pepper Jack Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899
Shredded Cheese
3 Cheese Blend
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899
Onion Rings
Breaded - Frozen
32 oz............................................ONLY

$299
Bacon
Original - Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$259

Popcorn
Ready to Pop
5 lbs.......................................ONLY69¢ a lb

Reeses Pieces
Mini
2 lbs......................................ONLY

$199 a lb

Peach’s
Sliced-In Light Syrup
20 oz............................................ONLY

$139
Mayo
w/Canola
30 oz.............................................ONLY49¢
Tator Tots
Frozen
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$799
Black Forest Ham
Boneless - Frozen
6 lbs......................................ONLY

$159 a lb

Pork Chops
Uncooked - Bone In
Frozen
32 oz............................................ONLY

$329
Waf�es
All Natural - Frozen
8 oz..............................................ONLY

$129
Chicken Breast
Skinless, Boneless
Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$199 a lb

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Ground Beef
80 % Lean - Frozen
16 oz....................................ONLY

$299 a lb

Ham Fully Cooked
Spiral Cut - Frozen
9 lbs......................................ONLY99¢ a lb

Butter
Salted Quarters
16 oz...........................................ONLY

$299
Butter Quarters
Unsalted
16 oz...........................................ONLY

$239

Closed New Year’s Day,
Jan. 1st – Closing 1pm

New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31st
Wafer Bar
Peanut Butter-Chocolate
15 oz...........................................ONLY

$349

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
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eting fees; only sales tax 
is added. Pull together a 
group of  family or friends 
and save 15% on 10 or more 
tickets purchased in one 
transaction—just call The 
Arts Council or stop in.

Show sponsors include 
WSAW Channel 7, Stifel 
| The Koss Wealth Man-
agement Team, Williams 
Plumbing & Heating, and 
Point & Plover Publication.

Welcome the New Year with comedy
FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY – Start 
the year out with some 
laughter on Friday, Jan. 
31, and see Je� Allen: Are 
We There Yet? at 7:30 pm 
at the Performing Arts 
Center of  Wisconsin Rap-
ids, 1801 16th Street South.

Allen’s comedy drives 
home the humor in every-
day family life and is a hit 
with all ages. His honesty 
o�ers a unique glimpse 
into his crazy world. He 
has appeared on Dry

Bar Comedy, Comedy 
Central, VH1, and Amer-
ica’s Got Talent, to name 
a few. 

The Arts Council of  
South Wood County is 
presenting this show in 
conjunction with a fun-
draiser for Opportunity 
Development Center’s 
“Opportunity for Hope” 
recovery service. Accord-
ing to Sally Kissner, Exec-
utive Director of  The Arts 
Council, “Since Allen is a 
recovered addict, we saw 
this as a way to impact 
our local community in 
recognition of  his contin-
ued sobriety and donate 
$3 from each ticket sold to 

this worthy cause.” 
Anyone wishing to do-

nate more than the $3 per 
ticket may do so through 
The Arts Council’s web-
site, under Donations, 
then select the dropdown 
menu that specifies “Op-
portunity for Hope.”

Tickets are $47 for 
adults and $10 for stu-
dents and are available 
at www.SavorTheArts.
com 24/7. For personal 
assistance, stop by 1040 
8th Street South, Suite 
101, Wisconsin Rapids, or 
call 715-424-2787, Monday 
through Thursday, 10:00 
– 2:30. There are no tick-

Arts Council

Aspirus Health Therapist o�ers 
tips for a healthier holiday

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – For 

many, the holiday season 
brings a sense of joy and cele-
bration. However, for others, 
the pressure to meet unreal-
istic expectations can lead to 
significant stress and anxi-
ety. Janet Wimmer, a clini-
cal therapist with Aspirus 
Health, shares expert advice 
on how to manage these chal-
lenges and prioritize mental 
wellness during this busy 
time of year.

“One of the biggest chal-
lenges is the unrealistic pic-
ture of the holidays that’s 
often portrayed in advertise-
ments and media,” says Wim-
mer. “We see perfect, magical 
get-togethers, but our expec-
tations don’t always align, 
which can lead to anxiety, 
frustration, and increased 
stress.”

Wimmer encourages indi-
viduals to adjust their mind-
set by focusing on what they 
can truly enjoy, rather than 
striving for a “perfect” holi-
day. She also advises manag-
ing financial pressures by 
planning ahead and sticking 
to a budget.

“Make a budget, plan 
ahead, and only spend what 
you can a�ord. Consider 
homemade gifts or heartfelt 
cards as meaningful alterna-
tives to expensive presents,” 
she suggests.

Beyond finances, setting 
boundaries and managing 
time is essential for maintain-
ing mental well-being during 
the holidays.

“Don’t be afraid to say 
no to invitations or certain 
responsibilities,” Wimmer 
advises. “Choose the activi-
ties and traditions that you 
truly enjoy and protect your 

time and energy.” She cau-
tions against letting the pres-
sure to overdo things disrupt 
sleep, work, or relationships.

For those experiencing 
grief, the holidays can feel 
particularly heavy, especially 
if  it’s the first holiday after 
the loss of a loved one.

“Grief is especially signifi-
cant around the holidays,” 
Wimmer notes. “Reach out 
for support through bereave-
ment groups or connect with 
friends and family. Don’t be 
afraid to mention your lost 
loved one and share memo-
ries—those moments can 
provide comfort.”

Lastly, Wimmer empha-
sizes the importance of  
self-care during the holiday 
season. “Slow down, breathe 
deeply, and take breaks when 
you need them,” she recom-
mends. “Prioritizing your 
mental health will help you 
navigate the season with 
greater peace and joy.”

By adjusting expectations, 
setting boundaries, and fo-
cusing on self-care, individu-
als can experience a more 
peaceful and fulfilling holi-
day season.

 Janet Wimmer, clinical 
therapist with Aspirus Health.

Mid-State brings workforce and adult 
education services to rural communities

FOR CITY TIMES
WOOD COUNTY – Mid-

State Technical College an-
nounces its Tailored Solutions 
for Adults and Employers 
Roadshow, an event series de-
signed to bring personalized 
workforce and adult educa-
tion services directly to rural 
communities.

The series of events be-
gins in Jan. and wraps up in 
June with stops in Granton, 
Auburndale and Pittsville. At 
each stop, Mid-State work-
force and adult education ex-
perts will be on-site to provide 
customized guidance.

Sierra Van Rixel, workforce 
and professional development 
consultant, will work closely 
with employers through one-
on-one workforce consulta-

tions. Sierra can help busi-
nesses tackle key workforce 
challenges, o�ering strategies 
for employee development, 
training opportunities and 
business growth solutions.

Zach Edwards, adult out-
reach coordinator and path-
way navigator, will also be 
available to guide adults 
through personalized career 
consultations, helping to ex-
plore education options, ca-
reer changes or advancement 
opportunities. Zach provides 
tailored advice on getting 
started at Mid-State, finding 
the right programs and build-
ing a path to career success.

Tailored Solutions for 
Adults and Employers Road-
show dates:

Wednesday, Jan. 8, from 

8:30 to 10 a.m. at the Granton 
Community Library

Wednesday, Feb. 5, from 8:30 
to 10 a.m. at the Auburndale 
Village Shelter

Wednesday, March 5, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Paulie’s 
Diner in Pittsville

Wednesday, April 2, from 
12:30 to 2 p.m. at the Granton 
Community Library

Wednesday, May 7, from 
8:30 to 10 a.m. at Paulie’s Diner 
in Pittsville

Wednesday, June 4, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Au-
burndale Village Shelter

To learn more about the 
Tailored Solutions for Adults 
and Employers Roadshow and 
opportunities on the Marsh-
field Campus, visit mstc.edu/
right-here.

Check us out online!
WRCityTimes.com



Merry Christmas from
Whiskey Rapids Saloon

Holiday Happenings
• 12/23 to 12/28 - 2pm - Close

• 12/27 – Jon Peck & The Bad Dogs 7pm
• 12/29 – 11:30am-Close - Noon Packers
• NYE 12/31 – Mic Drop Karaoke 9pm - ??
• January 1, 2025 - 2pm - Close

435309

150 2nd Street North,Wisconsin Rapids
715-421-2880

Cheers to
2025!

Happy
Holidays

��������������� �������
������ �������� 
 ������ 		������
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You Deserve SomeR&R!
GREAT FOOD • GREATDRINKS • GREAT FUN

��
� ����� ����
���� ������ ��������� ������� �� �����

����������

NEW YEARS EVE
$25 Entry Fee
Includes:
• 80’s Costume Contest
($500 in prizes)

• All you can eat Wings

• All you can drink
Tap Beer

1158 Snow Pass  Rome Town Center
6084490702

www.sliceofheavenrome.com
33

87
44

Happy
New Year
to All!

Superior Ingredients make Tasty Sweets, Treats & Cakes
TRY OUR TAKE N BAKE PIZZA
AND HOMEMADE SOUPS!

“OH, SO GOOD”

Member

FDIC
(800) 994-2500

bankfirststate.com

SEASON’S GREETINGS

214075

Wishing you Happy Holidays
Tim and Jo Sylvester

Lessons Available 715-325-7625
Digital Pianos • Guitars • Drums • Sax
8241 County Road Z, Wisconsin Rapids

Holiday Hours: Mon-Friday 2pm-7pm • Sat 10am-4pm
• Sunday Noon-3pm

Message Pete @ 715-315-8451

43
07

55

Serving Musicians
of All Ages and Stages

New Year’s Eve
December 31st: 10pm - 6am

PUB PILOTS
Be Smart! Be Safe! Take a Ride!

715-741-1224

43
50

16

Wis. Rapids Public Transit
715-315-6189

Tuesday New Years Eve Day
5 am - 11 pm

QUALITY NAPA PARTS • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • QUALITY NAPA PARTS • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

QUALITY NAPA PARTS • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • QUALITY NAPA PARTS • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
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NAPA OF NEKOOSA

10
41

87

It’s a new year let’s build
something great together.

We have all the tools
for your projects!

GIFT CERTIFICATES

715-423-5333
927 Huntington Ave
Wisconsin Rapids,

WI 54494
Hours: Mon-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-5

toolshed@charter.net

43
43

65

1111 8th Street South
Wisconsin Rapids

715-421-1114
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For Reservation and Full Menu
Call 715-424-2442
1371 8th Street South
gracesfoods.com

Serving Curbside Free Meals
for Needy Families

Baked Ham and
Roast Turkey

Christmas Day
3pm - 4pm

1915 Baker Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

715-423-2370

22
48

76

Let the Good Times Roll!

PATSY’SPATSY’S
1667 Main St., Rudolph

715-435-4100

33
24

78

wroinstitute.com

Happy Holidays!
from all of us at

4810 8th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids
715-423-4490

OPEN
NEW YEAR’S

EVE!
CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

OPEN DAILY AT 11am

113859

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING, INC.
BOHN

434370

5631 Kellner Road
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

715-423-2028
Since 1950

264 Geneva Trail (Rome Town Center)
Call for Holiday Hours! 715-325-6328

33
87

39

-For Your Holiday-

HappyNew Year from All of Us

Special Cuts
of Meat

Rime Rib - Roasts
Seafood
Cheese &

Sausage Trays
Turkeys & Ham for

the Holidays

www.pcs.bank

PLOVER
715-204-1660

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
715-423-8100

NEKOOSA
715-315-6076

Wishing
You
�e
Best
Holiday
Season!

434366

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm & Saturday 9am-1pm

1000 E. Riverview Expressway
Suite 150, Wisconsin Rapids, WI

715-712-0870

est. 1935

Portage County’s Supper Club Since 1935!
SUPPER CLUB & BANQUET HALL

433359

�ank You for 2024
Se� You I� 2025!

Happy Holidays!

Open 4pm Tues - Sun
2202 Post Road
Plover, WI 54467

skyclubdining.com
715-341-4000

NextHome Partners
480 E Grand Avenue, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

www.chrisindarealty.com

cinda@nexthomepartners.com

Christopher Inda
715-741-1851

REALTOR®

33
72

53

Mark Toyota celebrates 36 years of business in
Central Wisconsin. Established 11/21/1988. Put Your Mark on the Road

Mark Toyota and the Olinyk family would like to take this time and thank all
our customers for their many years of loyalty.

We wish everyone an awesome Holiday Season and a Prosperous 2025.

1765 Park Ave., Plover, WI 54467
715-342-5040 or 800-236-6275
www.marktoyota.comSales • Service • Parts

43
33

63
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Ray Pittier
630 Lee Street

Wisconsin Rapids,
WI 54494

715-323-6604

O�ering:
Caning
Clock Repair
Antique
Wall
Cuckoo
Mantel
Grandfather

128785

715-424-0788
ultclean@charter.net

Mike Machon
Wisconsin Rapids

Serving Wisconsin
Rapids and Surrounding

Area since 1995

LLC

CARPET
CLEANING

Low Moisture Carpet Cleaning
• Carpets Dry Fast
• Excellent Results
• Eco Friendly

ultracleancarpets.com

30
42

82

Mike Machon
Wisconsin Rapids

715-424-0788
ultclean@charter.net

WE WILL SUPPLY AND INSTALL ZIPPERS
FOR ALL YOUR WINTER WEAR!

Mid-State Upholstery & Canvas, Inc
830 Whitrock Avenue

Wisconsin Rapids • 715-421-2182

Open
Bottom

Open
Top

Style

46
27

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232
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DIRECTORY
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED 

IN THIS BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 
PLEASE CALL 715-256-4446

Nursing graduates recognized in Mid-State’s fall 2024 pinning ceremony
FOR CITY TIMES

WISCONSIN RAPIDS 
– Mid-State Technical Col-
lege recognized the achieve-
ments of  its 37 Nursing pro-
gram completers in a pin-
ning ceremony Dec. 17 on 
the Wisconsin Rapids Cam-
pus. Graduates were joined 
by their family and friends 
in the celebration.

The nursing pinning 
ceremony is a celebratory 
endcap to a nursing stu-
dent’s academic journey 
and a bridge between nurs-
ing school and a nursing 
career. It honors and cel-
ebrates nursing students 
and their path to becoming 
a nurse. It is also a day of  
celebration for the nursing 
faculty who have helped the 
students reach their goals.

Dec. 2024 Nursing gradu-
ate, Chiaki Friemoth of  
Neillsville, considers the 
nursing pinning ceremony 
to be a pivotal moment in 
the nursing journey. “It rec-
ognizes our hard work, per-

severance, sacrifices and 
everything in between to 
get to where we are today,” 
she said. After graduation, 
Friemoth will begin Marsh-
field Clinic’s Emergency 
Department (ED) Critical 
Care Nurse Residency Pro-

gram in Marshfield.
“I found out about Mid-

State’s Nursing program’s 
stellar reputation before 
I started, so I was glad I 
made the right decision,” 
Friemoth added. “It is a 
great foundation when 
working towards being an 
RN, then you have the op-
tion to do a BSN after if  you 
choose to. I really liked that 
our instructors have first-
hand experiences that they 
share with us and incorpo-
rate in their lectures.”

“I am incredibly proud 
of  our Nursing graduates,” 
said Deb Johnson-Schuh, 
dean of  the School of  Nurs-
ing. “The pinning cer-
emony marks not just the 
culmination of  hard work, 
but the beginning of  a life-
long commitment to caring 
for others. The journey to 
becoming a nurse is driven 
by passion and a deep de-
sire to make a di�erence in 
the lives of  individuals and 
families.”

“Our community needs 
more nurses—those who 
are not only prepared with 
the knowledge and exper-
tise but who also embody 
the heart and empathy 
required to provide excep-
tional care,” added John-
son-Schuh. “I have no doubt 

this group of  graduates will 
rise to meet this critical 
need and make an enduring 
impact in healthcare.”

For Mid-State’s pinning 
ceremony, each graduating 
student selects a registered 
nurse who is a family mem-
ber, friend or faculty mem-
ber to join them on stage to 
place the nursing pin on the 
graduate during the cere-
mony, welcoming them into 
the profession of  nursing.

Kayla Schladweiler, 
Warrens, a Dec. Nursing 
graduate, has been ac-
cepted to the RN Transi-
tion to Practice Residency 
Program at the Tomah VA 
Medical Center. “I first 
heard about Mid-State 
through some coworkers 
who highly recommended 
going to Mid-State,” said 
Schladweiler, who com-
pleted the Nursing pro-
gram alongside her cousin, 
Brooke Myher. “My favor-
ite memories from nurs-
ing school are the study 
dates Brooke and I had 
before tests, the carpool-
ing to classes with all the 
laughs and jam sessions 
we shared and the friends 
that have been made along 
the way.”

“I chose nursing be-
cause I love how big of  

The Fall 2024 Nursing Class

Mid-State Technical College Nursing program graduate 
Lucy Bootz receives her nursing pin from Mid-State Nursing 
instructor Sandra Dieck during the College’s pinning ceremony 
on the Wisconsin Rapids Campus, Dec. 17.

an impact you can make 
in someone’s life in this 
profession,” said Nursing 
graduate Brooke Myher, 
Norwalk, who has accept-
ed a job at Tomah Health in 
acute care where she was 
previously a CNA and a 

nurse intern. “It is stress-
ful, but it is so rewarding. I 
love healthcare as a whole 
and I really enjoy learning 
about what makes a per-
son who they are and how 
I can be there to help them 
in times of  need.”

Following are Mid-State’s fall 2024 Nursing graduates 
recognized in the Dec. 17 nursing pinning ceremony.

Allison Bertrand – Stevens Point

Allie Blanchard – Schofield

Lucy Bootz – Verona

Ashly Canapa – Wisconsin Rapids

Caitlin Casey – Wisconsin Rapids

Nicole Chapley – Wisconsin Rapids

Samantha Cowart – Stevens Point

Molly Desrochers – New London

Jasmin Duranceau – Birnamwood

Chiaki Friemoth – Neillsville

Abigail Fuller – Rudolph

Kristine Gatlin – Marshfield

Fiona Gonzalez Pilsner – Stevens Point

Samantha Hanley – Wisconsin Rapids

Samantha Hoch – Stevens Point

Mia Iwinski – Wisconsin Rapids

Mataya Kado – Stevens Point

Ashley Koch – Wisconsin Rapids

Julia Lang – Plover

Shantel Masonick – Nekoosa

Taylor Modrzewski – Stevens Point

Logan Multerer – Stratford

Brooke Myher – Norwalk

Sara Novitzke – Marshfield

Serenity Perkins – Neenah

Sierra Petrusky – Plainfield

Abby Ruedinger – Larsen

Maria Salinas – Waupaca

Kylee Scheunemann – Spencer

Kayla Schladweiler – Warrens

Celina Stillman – Port Edwards

Kelsey Strong – Stevens Point

Chloe Theisen – Wisconsin Rapids

Alivia Veres – Stevens Point

Abigail Wangen – Stevens Point

Jonathan Weishaar – Westfield

Joelle Zuelsdor� – Medford

BAR BEATS
Thursday Jan. 9 - The 
Swing Doctors · Bullseye 
Golf  Club, Wisconsin 
Rapids. 16-piece jazz/swing. 
7 pm. 715-423-2230

ONGOING
Celebrate Recovery · 
Every Tuesday, hosted by 
Love Inc. at St Lawrence 
Church basement, 530 
10 th St N, Wisconsin 
Rapids. Come share adult 

fellowship through hurts, 
hang-ups and habits 
guided by the Beatitudes 
in a 12 step format. Non 
denominational. Starts at 
6:30 pm. 715-424-5683 for 
questions

ARTS/EXHIBITS
The Alexander House · 
Opens Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 1131, 
Wisconsin River Drive, 
Port Edwards. Art gallery 

and historical museum 
with a focus on lumbering 
and papermaking exhibits. 
Opens 1 pm-4pm. http://
alexanderhouseonline.org/

Central Wisconsin Cultural 
Center · Opens Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays &Thursdays, 
2651 8 th St S, Wisconsin 
Rapids. Open from 10 am-
5pm. Free admission. http://
www.culturalcenterarts.
com/index.html

South Wood County 

Historical Museum · 
Exhibits closed until 4/1, 
540 3 rd St. S, Wisconsin 
Rapids. O�ce will be open 
Tues.-Thurs. from 10 am-3 
pm. http://www.swch-
museum.com/

LIFELINES
Blood Drive · Thurs. 1/2, 
McMillan Library, 490 
E. Grand Ave, Wisconsin 
Rapids. Starts at 10am. 
redcrossblood.org

Community
Calendar

sponsored 
by

To submit calendar events, please email information to entertainment@mmclocal.com



STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
ADAMS COUNTY

Plaintiff(s):
Creative Finance, Inc.

815 Business Park Road
PO Box 454

Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
-vs-

Defendants(s):
Jenna Lynn Miller

1220 19th Avenue South Apt 2
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495

Publication Summons and Notice
(Small Claims)

Case No. 24SC494
Publication Summons and
Notice of Filing
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE
AS DEFENDANT(S):
You are being sued by the person(s)
named above as Plaintiff(s). A copy of
the claim has been sent to you at your
address as stated in the caption above.
The lawsuit will be heard in the following
small claims court:
Adams County Courthouse
Telephone Number of clerk of court:
608-339-4208
Address: 401 Adams Street, Suite 6,
Friendship, WI 53934 on January 7,
2025 at 8:30 a.m. 
If you do not attend the hearing, the

court may enter a judgment against
you in favor of the person(s) suing
you. A copy of the claim has been sent
to you at your address as stated in the
caption above. A judgment may be
enforced as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate (property) you
own now or in the future, and may also
be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property. 

You may have the option to Answer
without appearing in court on the court
date by filing a written Answer with the
clerk of court before the court date. You
must send a copy of your Answer to the
Plaintiff(s) named above at their
address. You may contact the clerk of
court at the telephone number above to
determine if there are other methods to
answer a Small Claims complaint in that
county.
Electronically signed by:
Christopher M. Kern
Date: 12-17-2024
Creative Finance, Inc.
815 Business Park Road,
PO Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
(608) 254-6855
Bar Number 1093883
Publish December 25, 2024
WNAXLP

WANTED TO BUY: ANTIQUES,
ANY OLD STUFF, TOOLS, FUR-
NITURE - ESTATE ITEMS, ETC.
I'LL DIG THROUGH PILES. CALL
JERE 715-366-2574

Miniature Australian Shepherd
puppies. Registered, Blue Merles
and Black Tris, Ready now
shots/dewormed/, vet checked,
born 10/12/24. $500-$700. 715-
819-0865. No texts.

All Above Storage
11078 State Highway

13 S Wisconsin Rapids WI
Lessee: Elisabeth Sommer

Description: household items
Auction date: January 10, 2025

@ 11:45 AM online at
https://bid13.com

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS!
$700 Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can
deliver 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/23)nw

ACA BLENHEIM KING CHARLES
CAVALIER PUP. Cute cuddly Vet
ck’d Shots $500. 715-613-4663
(12/23)Firewood: Thick, dry oak slab-

wood, NO EDGINGS! 6 or 12 cord
loads. Pre Season Pricing.
715-459-5311

POMERANIAN PUP! Parents
weigh 15 and 11lbs Shots Vet Ck’d
$600 call 715-654-5149 (12/23)

AKC GERMAN SHEPHARD PUP-
PIES! 2-M $400 Serious inquiries
only! DOB 11/13 Very nice pup.
Shots DEW 715-304-1097 (12/30) POMPSKI PUPPIES $600. Ready

12/30. Cute friendly Call After 3pm
715-773-1643 (12/23)Two 10” Snow pushers: Skid Steer

mount rubber cutting edge or
Bucket mount spring cutting edge
$1450 each. Air compressor Leroy
“100” on trailer $1850. 920-878-
0005 (12/23)

AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS. Ready to go 12/26. In
Greenwood $595 call 715-267-
3271 (12/23)

STATE OF WISCONSIN -
CIRCUIT COURT – ADAMS COUNTY

CREATIVE FINANCE, INC.
815 Business Park Road
PO Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965,
Plaintiff,
v.
JEREMY ALLEN HAYES
1022 Long Bow Court
Nekoosa, WI 54457
Defendant.
Case No. 24CV130
SUMMONS
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
Defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff

named above Creative Finance, Inc., by
its attorney, Christopher M. Kern, filed a
lawsuit or other legal action against you.

Within Forty (40) days the 3rd day of
December, 2024, you must respond with
a written demand for a copy of the
Complaint. The demand must be sent or
delivered to the Court, whose address
is: Clerk of Circuit Court, Adams County
Courthouse, 401 Adams Street Suite 6,
Friendship, Wisconsin 53934, and to
Plaintiff’s attorney, Christopher M. Kern,
815 Business Park Road, PO Box 454,
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, 53965. You
may have an attorney help or represent
you.

If you do not provide a proper answer
within forty (40) days, the Court may
grant judgment against you for the
award of money or other legal action
requested in the Complaint, and you
may lose your right to object to anything
that is or may be incorrect in the
Complaint. A judgment may be enforced
as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now or
in the future, and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 3rd day of December, 2024.
General Counsel for Plaintiff
Signed By: Christopher M. Kern
Christopher M. Kern
State Bar Number: 1093883
Creative Finance, Inc.
815 Business Park Road
P.O. Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
Phone: (608) 254-6855
Fax: (608) 253-5005
legal@creativefinanceinc.com
Publish December 11, 18 and 25, 2024
WNAXLP

PUGALIERS PUP CAVALIER
KING CHARLES Mixed with PUG
PUPS. DOB 10/24 Shots, DEW,
Vet Ck’d $600. Call 715-644-5726
(1/6)

AKC REG. CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIAL PUPS. DOB
10/24 Shots, DEW, Vet Ck’d $800.
Call 715-644-5726 (1/6)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ready NOW Can deliver 700
Call 715-470-0458 (#509642)
12/23 am

Marshfield Gun, Ammo & Acces-
sory Show, December 27 & 28,
Marshfield Eagles Club, 1104
South Oak Avenue. Friday: 3 P.M.
- 8 P.M., Saturday: 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.
BUY-SELL-TRADE-BROWSE. $5
Admission. WE PAY CASH FOR
GUNS AND RELATED ITEMS, IF
YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL AND
CAN'T ATTEND, CALL US WE
CAN COME TO YOU !! (608) 548-
4867

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$400-$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/23)nw

WHOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/16)nw

Bichon/Poodle Puppies
All shots, dewormed and vet
checked. Have both parents.

License #268475
$300 715-669-3607

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES
Males/Females Health Guaran-
teed Ready Now! $600 Call 715-
937-0916 No Text (12/23)

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Processing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

CAVAPOO PUPPIES 3-M 2-F
Non-Shedding vet ck’d DEW
Shots $600. 715-701-2066 (12/16)

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer PickupCAVAPOO PUPS $700

Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/16)nw

Cocker/Terrier Mix puppies. Up to
date on shots, ready now. $200
OBO. 715-445-4742

2004 Honda Pilot, AWD, 3rd row,
rear heat, $4,195. Chrysler Town
& Country, quad seats, rear heat,
$1,895. 715-207-8620For sale COLLIE PUPPIES! Shots

DEW Marion area $120 715-754-
5214 (12/30)

For Sale GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPPIES. Registered, Shots, De-
wormed $450 OBO 715-773-1867
Greenwood WI. (12/23)

Dump Trailer, 6x10, like new.
$5500. 715-445-4742WANTED:

FEN TON GLASS
ITEMS, CALL
CHARLOTTE
715-366-2574

For Sale GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES! Vet checked Shots
Ready To Go Now! Can Send Pic-
tures. Caddot WI. 715-289-3165.
(12/23)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty
Roofs, Metal Buildings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

1
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Classifieds

Legal

It’s the last holiday travel season before REAL ID starts in 2025
FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY--Next 
year, airline travelers will 
face new identification re-
quirements to board their 
flights. When enforcement 
of  the REAL ID Act begins 
May 7, 2025, the regular 
Wisconsin driver license 
or ID will no longer be ac-
cepted identification for 
domestic air travel or to 
enter a federal building or 
military base. Travelers 
will need to present a REAL 
ID-compliant driver license 
or state ID card or another 
acceptable form of  identifi-
cation (such as a passport).

Wisconsin’s driver li-
censes and ID cards have 
been REAL ID compliant 
since Jan. 14, 2013. With re-
newals required every eight 
years, all Wisconsin resi-
dents have had the option 
to convert to a REAL ID.

“Under state law, Wis-

consin DMV provides both 
options,” Wisconsin Depart-
ment of  Transportation 
(WisDOT) Division of  Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) Adminis-
trator Tommy Winkler said. 
“Those who want the REAL 
ID designation should start 
now. Visit wisconsindmv.
gov/REALID to learn about 

what documents are re-
quired to present at a DMV, 
start the application online, 
and make an appointment 
for service to make your trip 
as quick and convenient as 
possible.”

To date, 62% of  Wiscon-
sin’s driver license or ID 
cards currently display the 

REAL ID star indicating 
they are federally compli-
ant. In 2005, the federal 
REAL ID Act was passed 
by Congress to standardize 
state-issued driver licenses 
and ID cards to enhance se-
curity and prevent identity 
fraud.

Those who already have a 
driver license or ID may ob-
tain a REAL ID-compliant 
card for $14 (the cost of  a 
replacement driver license) 
or $16 for an ID card. There 
is no additional fee if  the 
upgrade takes place at the 
same time as the renewal.

To obtain a REAL ID-
compliant driver license or 
ID card, individuals must 
visit a Wisconsin DMV and 
bring the following original 
documents or a certified 
copy (not a photocopy, fax 
or scan):

Proof  of  Name and Date 
of  Birth

Proof  of  Legal Presence 
in the U.S.

Proof  of  Identity
Proof  of  Name Change 

(if  applicable)
Proof  of  Social Security 

number
Proof  of  Address
For a complete list of  ac-

ceptable documents, visit 
wisconsindmv.gov/RE-
ALID.

For a personalized check-
list of  the required docu-
ments needed to bring to 
the DMV, check out the 
interactive Driver Licens-
ing Guide. It also allows 
customers to pre-fill any 
required application(s), 
print and bring the forms or 
submit them electronically 
(if  eligible). Customers are 
also able to print a checklist 
of  required documents to 
bring.

An example of a REAL ID, marked by the star in the upper right 
hand corner, which will be required by May 2025 for domestic 
air travel, to enter a federal building, or a military base.

An example of a non-
compliant Wisconsin driver’s 
liscene. 

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus
DEAR EDITOR—

I am 8 years old. Some of  
my little friends say there is 
no Santa Claus. Papa says, 
“If  you see it in The Sun, it’s 
so.” Please tell me the truth, 
is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon

Virginia, your little 
friends are wrong. They 
have been a�ected by the 
skepticism of  a skeptical 
age. They do not believe 
except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible 
by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether 
they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great uni-
verse of  ours, man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect as compared with 
the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the in-
telligence capable of  grasp-
ing the whole of  truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus. He exists as 
certainly as love and gener-
osity and devotion exist, and 
you know that they abound 
and give to your life its high-
est beauty and joy. Alas! 
how dreary would be the 
world if  there were no Santa 
Claus! It would be as dreary 

as if  there were no Virgin-
ias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable 
this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except 
in sense and sight. The eter-
nal light with which child-
hood fills the world would 
be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa 
Claus! You might as well 
not believe in fairies. You 
might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the 
chimneys on Christmas 
eve to catch Santa Claus, 
but even if  you did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, 
what would that prove? No-
body sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is 
no Santa Claus. The most 
real things in the world are 
those that neither children 

nor men can see. Did you 
ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn? Of  course not, but 
that’s no proof  that they 
are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the 
wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s 
rattle and see what makes 
the noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the un-

seen world which not the 
strongest man, nor even 
the united strength of  all 
the strongest men that ever 
lived could tear apart. Only 
faith, poetry, love, romance, 
can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the su-
pernal beauty and glory be-
yond. Is it all real? Ah, Vir-
ginia, in all this world there 
is nothing else real and abid-

ing. No Santa Claus! Thank 
God! He lives and lives for-
ever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia,

nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue 
to make glad the heart of  
childhood.

FRANCIS B. CHURCH
EDITOR OF THE 
NEW YORK SUN
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Plan a winter free fishing 
weekend clinic on Jan. 18-19
FOR CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY--The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) invites clubs and organiza-
tions to host free fishing clinics on 
Winter Free Fishing Weekend, Jan. 
18-19, 2025.

On Free Fishing Weekend, resi-
dents and nonresidents can fish 
most waters of the state without a 
fishing license or a stamp for trout 
or salmon (see exceptions regard-
ing trout waters below).

Please submit the event registra-
tion and materials request forms 
by Jan. 8. The clinic will be promot-
ed, and educational materials will 
be sent. Anglers ages 15 and under 
may fish without a license any day 
of the year. Therefore, organizers 
are encouraged to also welcome 
adults new to ice fishing.

No ice is safe ice. A strong ice 
safety message is recommended 
to be stressed at every clinic. The 
DNR does not monitor ice condi-
tions, but local bait shops and 
fishing clubs may have current 
information. Download the bro-
chure Know Before You Go for facts 
about ice and tips to prepare for a 
safe outing on the ice. If the lake 

chosen for the clinic doesn’t freeze 
over, anglers can cast from shore 
into open water.

Clinic plans should include an-
glers with limited mobility. Many 
state properties and community 
partners have accommodations or 
equipment to make the outdoors 
accessible for all. Learn about 
the available accommodations at 
state-managed properties on the 
DNR’s Accessible Recreation web-
page and other options from part-
ner organizations.

Clinic hosts are advised to consult 
the trout regulations when plan-
ning clinics and outings to ensure 
that the body of water is open to 
fishing. While most trout streams 
are open during the catch-and-
release season on Free Fishing 
Weekend, there are trout streams, 
spring ponds and lakes that are 
closed to fishing. Check with your 
local DNR fisheries biologist if you 
have questions about specific wa-
ters. For open trout streams, only 
artificial lures are allowed, and an-
glers must release all trout caught.

All other fishing regulations, in-
cluding bag limits, size limits and 
species restrictions, remain in ef-
fect.

www.WRCityTimes.com
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Quality Roofing &
Improvements LLC

• Windows • Siding • 3 Seasons Porches • Bathrooms
General Remodeling

Chris @ 715-435-4381
• Fully Insured • Many References Preferred Installer

Kitchen & Bath Remodels • General Remodeling • Drywall & Painting
ALSO Specializing in Roofing, Siding, Doors & Windows

Harry
21 Years of
Experience

Mike
10 Years of
Experience

Ethan
15 Years of
Experience

Chris (Owner)
30+ Years of
Experience

Jonah
10 Years of
Experience

Morgan
18 Years of
Experience
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ment.” Pechmann holds the 
great qualities of  candor, 
enthusiasm, and empathy 
the players need. Finally, 
when asked who he would 
have dinner with dead or 

alive and why? Coach Pech-

mann responded, ”My sis-

ter.” And there was no rea-

son to ask why. Coach Paul 

Pechmann is a family man.

here,” Although, “Lucas 
Whitehead,”-number 25 
defense-“He’s a lightheart-
ed kid. Whitehead leads by 
example. Bleeds Green and 
Black.” Pechmann shines 
though with his leadership 
qualities—transparently 
transferring them over to 
his players. Pechmann con-
tinued, “I have everything 
they got, because I wanted 
to go where they want to 
go. For example, a one hour 
loss in the rink we want to 
know who we are and what 
the problem was. My team 
holds itself  accountable.”

Hockey, being one of  the 
most expensive sports in the 
nation—the fiscal respon-
sibility isn’t a Davy Croket 
story. But that doesn’t de-
ter Coach Pechmann or the 
team from reaching out for 
financial aid when neces-
sary. Especially this time 
of  year. Upon the coming 
season, Coach Pechmann 
wants recruits or players 
to try to feel welcomed, 
not burdened, but at home. 
Pechmann’s number one 

goal is to make a di�erence 
in his players’ life. To lead 
them on to bigger and better 
things. A shot for Nationals 
this coming year is second. 
He greatly understands the 
goals and achievements 
this team has to o�er are 
meant for every social class 
in the community.

Within part of  their mis-
sion statement, “To seek 
education opportunities 
for the student athlete and 
to aid them in those oppor-
tunities. To build interest 
through fostering com-
munity spirit and involve-

“The Wealth InFormation Lady”: 
Social Security: Often Misunderstood

The Social Security pro-
gram is complex and often 
misunderstood. If  you work 
and receive a paycheck, you 
understand that you are 
paying into the system be-

cause you see the deduction 
from your wages. Those tax 
payments are then used to 
pay other people who are 
receiving benefits. In 2025, 
employees pay 6.2% of  the 

first $176,100 of  their wages. 
The amount of  income that 
is taxed has increased each 
year. For example, that 
number is up from 2024, 
where $168,600 was subject 
to social security tax. In 
2023, it was $160,200, up from 
2022, when it was $147,000. 
In 2021, workers were taxed 
on the first $142,800 of  
wages, which was up from 
2020 at $137,700. Overall, 
that is a 27.9% increase on 
the amount of  wages sub-
ject to social security tax, 
from 2020 to 2025. Employ-
ers must pay a matching 
amount, an additional 6.2%, 
for a total of  12.4% on the 
wage base. For those of  
us who are self-employed, 
we pay the whole 12.4%. 
For example, if  you make 
$176,100 or more in 2025, 
you will pay $10,918 in so-
cial security taxes and your 
employer (who is you if  you 

are self-employed) also pays 
another $10,918. That’s a to-
tal of  $21,836.

Throughout the decades 
the social security tax paid 
on earned income has also 
risen substantially, with 
the total percentage of  tax 
paid by the employer and 
employee increasing by 
over 500% since 1951:

1951 2.25%
1960 4.50%
1970 6.3%
1980 7.05%
1990 12.4%, where it has 

remained since.i
The maximum retire-

ment benefits for new recip-
ients in 2025 are as follows:

$2,831 / mo ($33,972/year) 
at age 62

$4,403 / mo ($52,836/year) 
at age 67

$5,108 / mo ($61,296/year) 
at age 70 ii

A couple both receiving 
max benefit at age 67 would 

collect $105,672 this year, 
while a couple both earning 
the max benefit at 70 would 
take home $122,592 in social 
security income. The esti-
mated average benefit paid 
to retired workers in 2025 is 
$1,976 per month. iii

Go to ssa.gov to find your 
statement. It clearly shows 
what you and your employ-
ers have paid into the sys-
tem. It also shows an esti-
mate of  what you’ll receive 
when you begin claiming 
your benefit. A bit of  math 
will tell you your “break 
even”, the point when you’ll 
get more out of  the system 
than you’ve paid in. This of-
ten surprises people and is 
one of  the aspects of  social 
security that is often mis-
understood.

i. Social Security Tax 
Rates (ssa.gov) www.ssa.
gov/OACT/ProgData/oas-
diRates.html

ii. Maximum-taxable 
benefit examples (ssa.gov)

iii www.ssa.gov/news/
press/f actsheets/cola -
facts2025.pdf

LouAnn Schulfer of  
Schulfer & Associates, LLC 
Wealth Management can be 
reached at (715) 343-9600 or 
louann.schulfer@lpl.com 
TheWealthInformationLa-
dy.com SchulferAndAssoci-
ates.com , or louann.biz

Content in this material 
is for general information 
only and not intended to 
provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any 
individual.

Schulfer & Associates, 
LLC Wealth Management 
and LPL Financial are not 
endorsed by or a�liated 
with the United States So-
cial Security Administra-
tion or any government 
agency.

BY LOUANN SCHULFER, AWMA®, AIF®
ACCREDITED WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT ADVISOR SM
ACCREDITED INVESTMENT 
FIDUCIARY®, PUBLISHED AUTHOR

The Wealth 
InFormation Lady

Dear Readers,
On December 18th, “Social Security, Often Misunder-

stood” was printed with information from 2023 when in 
fact, it was written with 2025’s information. Please ac-
cept our apologies. Below, please find the correct version 
of  the article I’d written. I hope you find the information 
of  value and thank you for your continued readership.

Sincerely, 
LouAnn Schulfer, “The Wealth InFormation Lady”.

A family man runs the 2024-2025 Midwest Division Champions
BY DANIELLE SNEDEKER

WISCONSIN RAPIDS--It 
is not a surprise that the 
River Kings are tied for first 
place during the 2024-2025 
hockey season with the 
Hudson Havocs holding the 
rival slot. 

Coach Paul Pechmann, 
leads his team with 19-16-2. 
Pechmann is accustomed 
to bringing the team to vic-
tory. Last year saw a season 
of  37-7, with diverse players 
from Italy, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, England 
and Canada, and finishing 
o� with a National Champi-
onship win. 

Their regular season 
runs for 44 days and loyal 
fans can come support 
them at River Kings Hockey 
Club. Fans can cheer and 
travel all over Wisconsin 
for their belevolved team 
win. But, these players have 
achieved more than wins on 

the hockey rink. 
What drives the teams’ 

success is not the accumu-
lation of  titles or accolades 
gained. It is how Pechmann 
is an empathetic, influen-
tial, and a parental leader. 
Pechmann has had play-
ers come back as mentors, 
Pechmann has supported 
former players at gradua-
tions, and even guides them 
to UHL, USHL, and NCAA.

Keeping Pechmann 
around for ten years was 
an easy choice for him, the 
River Kings had quite the 
prestigious line of  coaches 
to follow. However, Pench-
mamm has stayed in the 
Rapids forefront and con-
tinues to show up for his 
players and community. 

When asked if  he had 
any Joe Pavelski candi-
dates standing out this 
season—Pechmann said, 
“We are a team e�ort 

From the editor: welcoming 
Danielle Snedeker, new reporter
BY DANIELLE SNEDEKER

WOOD COUNTY – Dani-
elle Snedeker is a reporter 
who brings a blend of  ex-
perience, curiosity, and 
creativity to her work. 
Originally from Plover, Wis-
consin— Danielle’s vast up-
bringing within a tight-knit 
community has inspired her 
to tell impactful and rich 
stories.

Danielle earned a BFA in 
English with a writing, pub-
lishing, and editing intent 
from the University of  Wis-
consin- Stevens Point, performing at the top of  her class, 
and earning a place on the Dean’s List. While she expands 
her education in Chicago with an MA in Publishing and 
Writing from DePaul University. She is actively honing her 
craft through publishing courses and fiction workshops.

Her professional experience spans from grant writing at 
UWSP to publishing and copy editing at DePaul. Outside 
of  writing, Danielle has worked as a dental assistant at a 
local Wisconsin non-profit; Noble Community Clinics. This 
provided her with incredible insights into the lives and 
challenges of  her hometown community. Her education, 
paired with her small-town experiences, has shaped an all-
encapsulating foundation for her writing. 

Beyond her reporting, Danielle is a passionate storytell-
er. She aspires to evoke deep emotions through her writing, 
inspired by the novels she cherished growing up. A horror 
novelist in the making, Danielle blends her creative ambi-
tions with a desire to connect with readers, creating stories 
that inspire, and resonate across boundaries.

An adventurer at heart, Danielle has completed the 
iconic Tour du Mont Blanc and is thrilled to place her 
hiking boots back in the mountains this summer, in Scot-
land. Sharing nature with her friends is one of  the driv-
ing forces behind her writing and being a paddlequest 
participant is just to name a few. When she’s not writing, 
reading, or exploring, she enjoys running and spending 
time with her cat, Nebula.

Snedeker




