
Participating Salons only. Most salons independently owned and operated. ©2024 Fantastic Sams Franchise Corporation. FantasticSams.com

Mon. 9am-6pm • Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9am-8pm • Fri. 9am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun. Closed

2181 Lincoln Plaza, Rhinelander
715-362-7722

Holiday Mini Makeover

$100
Haircut and style,
area highlights

and eyebrow wax

Expires 12/31/2024

Schedule an appointment
online @ Fantasticsams.com
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2230 N. Stevens St.
(Hwy. 17 N.) Rhinelander

(715) 365-7722
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-2

2023 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
RS, 1.5 4 CYL, AWD, 8K Miles

SALE: $27,786

2020 CADILLAC
ESCALADE PREMIUM

6.2 V8, AWD, Loaded, 41K Miles

SALE: $46,696

2023 RAM 1500
Big Horn, 3.6 V6, 4WD, 17K Miles

SALE: $37,407

2023 POLARIS INDY EVO
Brand New, Full Warranty, 121” Track

MSRP: $8,299

SALE: $5,995

M
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2024 ARCTIC CAT RIOT 8000
Brand New, Full Warranty, 146” Track

MSRP: $17,499

SALE: $13,969

M
S2
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2024 POLARIS INDY SP 650
Brand New, Full Warranty, Includes Wrap

MSRP: $14,284

Sale: $11,974
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SHOEDER’SSHOEDER’S
Brand New SnowmobilesBrand New Snowmobiles

Prices do not include taxes, title, licensing, registration or $199 service fees. Pricing re�ects maximum Rebate.

$5,995starting at $5,995starting at
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Fresh as the Northwoods

ORDER ONLINE
www.nicoletco� ee.com

‘Big Bundle Up’ to collect 
donations until Dec. 30

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The Rhinelander Area Chamber of  Commerce invites 

the community to participate in the Big Bundle Up cam-
paign, which collects new or gently used coats, sweat-
ers, hats, mittens, and other warm clothing items to 
support those in need.

The winter clothing can be dropped o�  at the 
Rhinelander Chamber at 450 W. Kemp St.

The Hodag10s are also involved in the Big Bundle Up 
and have a drop-o�  site at Northland Insurance Agency, 
131 Randall Ave. in Rhinelander.

Donations will be accepted until Dec. 30 and go to the 
Warm for Winter clothing pantry. 

Warm for Winter distribution days are held at the 
First Congregational UCC Church at 135 E. Larch St. on 
the last Saturday of  each month from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
and the second Monday from 4 to 6 p.m. through March 
2025.

For more information, contact the Rhinelander cham-
ber at 715-365-7464.

Lions Club to o� er 
free Christmas dinner

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The Rhinelander Lions Club will host its annual free 

community Christmas dinner Wednesday, Dec. 25, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The meal will be available for pick-up at the Trig’s 
Deli Express entrance. It includes turkey, dressing, gra-
vy, potatoes, cranberry sauce, a roll, and a cookie.

Home delivery is also available by calling 715-525-1068 
before Dec. 24.

Donations can be sent to the Rhinelander Lions Club, 
P.O. Box 1005, Rhinelander, WI, 54501, or will be accept-
ed at Trig’s on the 25th.

Trig’s is located at 232 S. Courtney St. in Rhinelander.

Letters to Santa tradition continues at SDR schools 
BY CHRISTINA BRANDMEIER
REPORTER

A group of  lively teenagers descend upon the en-
trance to Pelican Elementary School in Rhinelander. 
They’re on a mission. The second the front door clicks 
open, they hurry into the main o�  ce, split into groups, 
and take o�  down the festive hallways.

One group heads into Shawn Belanger’s kindergar-
ten class. “I told you today that some of  our high school 
friends were gonna come and write Santa letters,” 
Belanger told the class, prompting a kindergartner to 
look at the four big kids in the room and shout, “You 
were not lying!”

Those big kids are members of  the Future Business 
Leaders of  America (FBLA) and Distributive Education 
Clubs of  America (DECA), two national organizations 
focused on business and marketing education, com-
bined into one joint club at Rhinelander High School.

Letters to Santa is an FBLA/DECA community 
service project and a long-standing tradition across 
the School District of  Rhinelander (SDR), where high 
schoolers help elementary students write letters to 
Santa, and they even get responses back.

“Each of  you will get a letter from Santa,” high 
schooler Evelyn Sawyer explained to the youngsters be-
fore they began. “That’s why it’s really important to be 

honest in your letters, tell him what you want. Don’t be 
greedy about it, but still think about the best things in 
your head that you want to get for Christmas.”

Mike Cheslock, SDR community education and 
school forest manager, described Letters to Santa as 
a “great opportunity for mentorship, bonding, and 

building relationships between Rhinelander youth of  
all ages,” with elementary schools Pelican, Crescent, 
Central, and Nativity participating.

“I think it’s just building a little more community. It 
creates a connection for the kids when they see the high 

High schooler Evelyn Sawyer helps Pelican Elementary 
School kindergartner Colt Towne write a letter to Santa as 
part of FBLA/DECA’s annual community service project.
Star Journal photos

See LETTERS page 6

Senior and FBLA/DECA president Payton McCue and 
Vincent “Vinny” Halverson discuss what to ask Santa for 
for Christmas. 



1000 Day Street • Rhinelander
715-365-1234 • GraceLodge.com
Locally owned by Calvin and Susan Sprik

Call today to arrange your visit.

Mom’s
Happy

39
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GraceLodge

UNPREPARED STEEL: $190/NT
SHEET IRON: $200/NT

ALUMINUM CANS: 73¢/LB
*PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. MUST BE 18.

107 EVEREST AVE, BROKAW,WI
715-675-0680

TERXRECYCLING.COM
M-F 7:30am-3:30pm FOR JUNK VEHICLES

ALL OTHERMETALS ACCEPTED UNTIL 3:45pm
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$300

INCOMPLETE
VEHICLES
$170/NT
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Dear Reader,

As the calendar turns to 
another New Year, we find 
ourselves at a familiar cross-
roads, a time for renewal and 
reflection. It’s a time when we 
take stock of  our lives, weigh-
ing the good against the bad, 
and consider the impact we’ve 
had on the world around us. 
The New Year o�ers a chance to set new goals and 
make resolutions in the hopes of  becoming the best 
versions of  ourselves.

Yet, as many of  us know, the resolve we feel on 
January 1st can be fleeting. How often do we revisit 
our resolutions a year later, only to find they’ve been 
forgotten, buried under the weight of  daily routines 
and unexpected challenges? Despite our best inten-
tions, life has a way of  diverting our focus, and those 
grand plans can slip away unnoticed.

But perhaps that’s okay. The beauty of  the New 
Year lies not just in our ambitions but in the grace we 
grant ourselves when we fall short. It’s a time to ac-
knowledge our humanity, to understand that growth 
is not always linear, and that the journey itself—full 
of  missteps and lessons—is what truly matters.

So as we step into this New Year, let’s embrace the 
opportunity to dream, to set intentions, and to strive 
for better. But let’s also be kind to ourselves when 
we stumble, and remember that each new day brings 
with it the possibility of  renewal.

Wishing you a joyous New Year, full of  hope, reflec-
tion, and the endless potential of  new beginnings.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

A New Year With New 
Beginnings

|PUBLISHER LETTER|

Blue Christmas 
service to be held 

at area church
FOR STAR JOURNAL

The community is invited to attend a Blue 
Christmas service Thursday, Dec. 19, at 7 p.m. at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Rhinelander.

The service is for those who are grieving, hurting, 
or struggling during the Christmas season.

“Some people come because there is an ‘empty 
chair’ around the table – they are mourning the death 
of  someone they love,” said Pastor Rod Ankrom at 
Calvary.

“Some are far from home. Some people are lone-
ly. Others are struggling with conflict, addiction, or 
pain. Some people just look at the violence, stress, 
and di�culties in the world and feel a profound sense 
of  sadness.

“There are so many reasons why someone may 
not feel all that ‘merry’ at Christmas. But it is during 
challenging times that we find the hope we need in a 
quiet, but deeply meaningful, reflection on the birth 
of  Jesus Christ,” Ankrom concluded.

Calvary church is located at 320 Lincoln St.
For more information about a Blue Christmas, call 

715-362-4792.

Snowmobile safety 
course set for January
FOR STAR JOURNAL

A snowmobile safety course will be held Monday, 
Jan. 6, and Tuesday, Jan. 7, from 4-7 p.m., at the Oneida 
County Sheri�’s O�ce in Rhinelander. 

Participants must attend both dates and be at least 12 
years old to enroll.

Pre-registration is required, and space is limited. To 
register, complete the form on the community education 
classes section of  the School District of  Rhinelander’s 
website.

Before registering, students must obtain a 
Department of  Natural Resources (DNR) customer ID 
number by contacting the DNR at 1-888-936-7463.

The course costs $10 per participant. Cash or check 
will be accepted; checks should be addressed to the 
Oneida County Sheri�’s O�ce.

The sheri�’s o�ce is located at 2000 E. Winnebago St. 
The DNR-certified course is sponsored by The Oneida 

County Sheri�’s O�ce and the School District of  
Rhinelander Community Education Program.

For more information, contact Mike Cheslock at 
715-365-9745.

YMCA seeks winter 
clothing donations

FOR STAR JOURNAL
The YMCA of  the 

Northwoods is hosting 
a Tree of  Warmth to 
help those less fortu-
nate this holiday sea-
son. The community 
is invited to decorate 
the tree with mittens, 
gloves, scarves, hats, 
earmu�s, boots, jack-
ets, and snow pants. 

All items donated 
must be new or gently used. Handmade knitted or 
crocheted mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats are also 
welcome.

Drop-o� is at the YMCA of  the Northwoods, 2003 E. 
Winnebago St., Rhinelander. The tree is located in the 
lobby. Community members can decorate the tree with 
donations or leave them at the welcome center.

Donations will be accepted until Dec. 20. Items will be 
donated to schools in the Rhinelander area, Warm for 
Winter, and the Tri-County Council. 

For more information, visit ymcaofthenorthwoods.
org or call 715-362-9622.

4-H robotics festival to be held Dec. 21
FOR STAR JOURNAL

The public is invited to the Oneida County 4-H Youth 
Robotics Festival from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 
21, at the Northwoods Center at Nicolet Area Technical 
College in Rhinelander. 

The free event will feature 4-H robotics teams from 
Three Lakes and Rhinelander. 

During the event, 4-H members will showcase team 
models, discuss the season, answer questions, and re-
ceive awards. 

In addition, 4-H youth leaders will o�er science activi-
ties for youth of  all ages.

Oneida County 4-H partnered with First Lego League 
to introduce science, technology, engineering, and math 
to youth in grades four to eight through hands-on learn-
ing and to o�er opportunities for students to develop 
life skills. 

For more information, visit oneida.extension.wisc.
edu or call 715-365-2750.

The Oneida County 4-H Lego Robotics Challenge Team at a competition. Submitted photo

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
�nd out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26
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This past June, the Rhinelander District Library and the Rhinelander District Library Founda�on
began a Capital Campaign to renovate and expand the Library’s 120 year old building.

The $7 million fundraising goal will allow the Library to add 7,650 square feet to the building, and:
• Create new entrances that will be safer and more accessible, and meet the current Americans with Disability Act

standards
• Replace the exis�ng elevator and recon
gure the stairwell to the lower level
• Enhance and add community, study and work mee�ng spaces
• Add restrooms to the main level
• Perform long-needed building maintenance, including replacing leaking windows
• Improve and expand the Children’s area
• Update sta� work areas
• Enhance outdoor spaces and add a perennial garden.

WE WISH TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT OF OUR LIBRARY:

To date, $799,707.73 has been raised.

Dona�ons of any amount will help us reach our goal!
You may donate safely and securely on the Founda�on’s website at RDLFounda�on.org,

or send your check to:
The Rhinelander District Library Founda�on

PO Box 1225, Rhinelander, WI 54501

Our Library has served our community in countless ways for 127 years. The community has consistently supported the
Library’s resources and programs, as they truly make a di�erence in area residents’ lives.

Please Support and Preserve our Library’s Legacy for Today – and the Future.

Robert and Margaret Abel
AirPro Fan & Blower Company
Robert and Judy Anderle
Gerald and Susan Anderson
Susan Appell
Thomas Bachhuber
Claudia and Michael Baker
Margaret and Walter Baker
Mary Baksic
James and Margaret Barnes
William and Tracy Barnes
Ronald Becker
Joseph Benbenek
Mary Ellen Benson
Beverly Benson
In Memory of Be�y McCleary
John and Deana Bigley
Philip Blake
Emily Bodensteiner
In Memory of Joseph
Bodensteiner
Roger Boe�cher
In Honor of the Class of ‘59
Naomi Borkenhager
David Boyd
Boyd Financial Services
Dale and Julie Bronson
James Brown
Tracee Cahak
Camp Grounds Co�ee
Robert Chester
Julie Church
Julie Cirilli
Donald and Julie Clark
Suzanne Clement
Joe and Judy Conlin
Patrick and Eunice Cork
Dolores Coyle
Helen Creglow
Dr. and Linda Cuadros
D and J Auto, Truck and
Equipment Repair

Linda Davidson
Thomas Dickson
Dean Doberstein
Pauline Douce�e
Drews Dental
Driscoll Property Management
Jerrold and Patricia Dykstra
Favell Insurance Kara�a
David and Lorna Feemster
Donna Ferch
Douglas and Kathleen Ferrel
Gail Fitzgerald
Kris�ne Foley
Anita Foss
Founda�on for Systemic Change
In Memory of Jim and Louise
Palm
Eugene and Barbara Frane
Employees of Frasier’s
Plumbing, Hea�ng and Cooling
Mary Gadzalinski
Walter and Donna Gager
R. Bruce Germond and JoAnne
Rajek
GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s
Club
Thomas Ginzl
In Honor of the Class of ‘59
Kim Goodin
Greg and Lu Griswold
Toni and Paul Grotenhuis
Grace Hagen
James Hardy and Diane DeiRossi
Diana Harris
Kenneth Heck
Barbara Hei�ner
Je�rey Herre� and Nancy
Richmond
Hodag Soccer Club
Terrie Jensen Hu�
In Memory of Linda Havel
Gary Huigen
Ka�e Hyder

Ruth Jaeger
Tom Jerow and Steven Schreier
In Memory of Vivian Treweek
Bonnie and Robert Johnson
Pamela Johnson
Michael and Lori Johnson
Patricia Juday Charitable Fund
Daniel Jurgens
Donald and Ann Kemmeter
Julia Kilpatrick
Robert Kitzman
Barbara and Joel Knoeck
Steven and Sherri Knoll
Robert Krause
Dan and Donna Krejci
Dan and Penny Krueger
Phyllis Krueger
Ka�e Kubisiak
The Kuehn Family
In Memory of Je�ery Kuehn
Je�rey and Rebecca Kuehn
Margaret Kush
Dale Lang
Carly Lapin
Marilyn Larson
Anne Laurie
Christy Lendman
Alan Lewis
Veronica Lidral
In Memory of Jim and Edie
Franson
Andrew Lidral
Jean Loesch
Lynda Lukowski
Darlene Machtan
Beverly Mangerson
Mary McCarren
Byron and Cheryl McDonald
Susan McElwee
Dennis and Laurie McGill
Gregory and Julie McGuire
Terrence and Lois McKnight

Linda McReynolds
David Melancon
James Miazga
Kathleen Mitchell
John and Suzanne Mooney
Michael and Sydney Moran
Kathleen Mulvey
Nancy Nebgen
Lucy Nefstead
Jerome and Marilyn Neis
I. Nik and Shirin Nevin
Shirley Noonan
In Honor of the Sugar Camp
Book Club
Leo Norden
Esther O’Brien
Oneida County Tavern League
Patrice Ory
Peggy and Steve Osterman
Marilyn O�erholt
Padge� Family Charitable Fund
Edward Parise
Mary Pautz
Cur�s and Laura Peck
David and Mary Peterson
Joan Phelan
Petra Pietrzak
Ralph Pound
Richard and Candace Preu
William and Kathleen
Prondzinski
Rhinelander Area REA
Rich Red
eld Trust
Rhinelander Collision Center
Sharron Riebe
In Memory of Robert Riebe by
Friends
Ripco Credit Union
James Rosenberg
Sco� and Roxane Sankey
Je� Scandin
John and Kathleen Schiek

Errol and Barbara Schmelling
LeeAnne�e Schmidmayr
Dan and LaVern Schroeder
Leona Schumacher
Barbara Sheldon
Jacquelin Shihadeh
Samantha Siefert
Jane Smithback
Joy Smogor
In Honor of the Sugar Camp
Book Club
Edward Stoever
Teri Strub
Heather and Brian Sturtevant
Sugar Camp Book Club
Superior Diesel
Lee Swank
Susan Swanson
David Tank
Susan Tessendorf
Judith Thoms
Mary Ticknor
Jonathan Tulman
Tom and Theda Urban
Clyde Valstad and Cathleen
Bartone
Diana and John Van Heesch
William Vancos
Elizabeth Wells
Kris Adams Wendt
Karen Widule
In Honor of the Sugar Camp
Book Club
Janet Winnicki
Kenneth Winnicki
Thomas Winquist
Mary Wolf
William E. Wright
Craig Zarley and Debra
Durchslag
John and Patricia Zatopa
James and Cole�e Zunk

434746
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St. Augus�ne
Episcopal Church
39 S Pelham St., Rhinelander

33
80

35

Christmas Eve
6:30 p.m. hymn sing, 7 p.m. service

Christmas Day
9 a.m. service

Contact the church at
715-420-0066, or

northwoodsanglican@gmail.com

434570

160 N. Brown Street � Rhinelander
715�365�9357

Both services will be
live�streamed at:

Christmas Eve
Lessons & Carols
Tuesday, December 24

5:30 pm

Christmas Day
Festival Service

Wednesday, December 25
9:00 amPeace came to earth on that chosen night.

Through sin’s dark shroud would shine a light.
A light of hope this joyful morn.

Rejoice, rejoice our Savior is born!

Come celebrate with us!

ZionRhinelander.org
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Christmas in Rhinelander
Sunday, December 22

Sunday morning worship - 10 am

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 4:30 pm

CalvaryBaptist Church

Calvary Baptist Church
320 Lincoln St., Rhinelander

ExploreCalvary.com

43
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Pine Grove
Community Church
Everyone Is Welcome!

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service 4:00 p.m.

Come celebrate the reason
for the season

1360 N. Stevens St., Rhinelander
715-369-5404
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RHINELANDER – 
Members of  the United 
Steel Workers Local 
2-15 and nonunion em-
ployees at Ahlstrom’s 
Rhinelander Mill pledged 
$26,911.88 in contributions 

to the Northwoods United 
Way. Funds were raised 
through the Rhinelander 
Mill’s annual workplace 
campaign and matching 
funds from Ahlstrom. 

“United Way provides 

essential funding to lo-
cal programs that stay 
in the Northwoods,” said 
Dan McGreaham, plant 
manager. “For a decade 
we have partnered with 
United Way and each year 

our employees make an 
impact in our communi-
ties through their gener-
ous contributions.” 

Northwoods United 
Way supports health and 
human service agencies 
and their programs in 
Forest, Oneida, and Vilas 
counties. Contributions 
enable the organization 
to ensure that more indi-
viduals and families can 
access the resources they 
need. 

This year the company 
recognized its top contrib-
utor, Brian Hollands, with 
a plaque. 

“We appreciate every-
one who contributed, 
and we’re proud to ac-
knowledge Brian as the 
top contributor in this 
year’s campaign,” said 
McGreaham. “We thank 
Brian for his generous 
donation, which exempli-
fies the impact charitable 
giving can have in our 
community.”

Ahlstrom is a global 
leader in combining fi-
bers into sustainable 
specialty materials, 

with a purpose is Purify 
and Protect, with Every 
Fiber, for a Sustainable 
World. Ahlstrom’s three 
divisions, Filtration and 
Life Sciences, Food and 
Consumer Packaging, 
and Protective Materials, 
address global trends 
with safe and sustain-
able solutions. Net sales 
in 2023 amounted to EUR 
3.0 billion and worldwide 
Ahlstrom employees some 

7,000 people.   
Northwoods United 

Way seeks to improve lives 
by mobilizing the caring 
power of  communities 
around the world to ad-
vance the common good. 
As one of  the world’s larg-
est privately funded chari-
ties, United Way serves 
95% of  U.S. communities 
and 37 countries and ter-
ritories, impacting 48 mil-
lion people every year. 

Ahlstrom Rhinelander mill raises 
$26,000 for Northwoods United Way

From left, Dan McGreaham, Ahlstrom plant manager; Brian 
Hollands, top contributor recipient and Nancy Sattler, 
Northwoods United Way executive director. 
Submitted photos

Ahlstrom employees present Northwoods United Way with a check for more than $26,000. 
From left, Dan Fritz, Steelworkers local 2-15 representative; John Apfel, Local 2-15 
president; Kevin Larson, Local 2-15 vice president; Nancy Sattler, Northwoods United 
Way executive director; Tommy Wartman, Northwoods United Way board member; Dan 
McGreaham, Ahlstrom plant manager and Jordan Wolfer, Ahlstrom HR specialist. 

Christmas Worship



Give The Gift Of Outdoor
Fun This Year!

105 S. BROWN STREET • RHINELANDER
715-362-5800 or 1-800-236-MELS

STOREHOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 8:30-5:00; Sun., 10:00-3:00

Open Christmas Eve till 4:00 pm; Closed Christmas Day
432309

Get Ready for the Cold!
Jackets—Boots — Heated
clothing — Gloves & mitts

Women’s
Quilted
Top
Reg. $65.00

Men’s 3-in-1 Parka
Waterproof/Breathable—
Insulated

Reg. $245.00

$175.00

Women’s Mitt
Waterproof—
Insulated
Reg. $34.95

$19.99

Garmin Striker Plus
4 Bundle

Mythic Ultra
Award winning design—
900FP down fill—
Comfort in the cold!
$495.00

Exclusive
Deals on
Quality
Apparel

Ice Fishing Clothing
for Women!
Parkas & Bibs
in stock now

Omni-Heat Infinity
Gold Standard
for warmth!
Look for the
Gold Lining

Treat Yourself or
Someone Special!
$25 Gift Card—
Now Only

$20!

Winter Boot Sale
All Kids Boots
On Sale!
Select Adult Boots
On Sale!

Snowshoe Kit
Snowshoe—Trekking
poles—Carry bag

Reg. $139.00

$74.95

Reg. $349.00

$249.00

Men’s
1/4 Zip
Sweater
Reg. $68.00

$24.95

$24.95

Muck
High Boot
Sock
Reg. $19.95

$9.9925% OFF

All
Kids XC
Packages
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A roundup of this week’s
holiday-themed events
across the Northwoods

Dec. 18-Jan. 1, Lights of 
the Northwoods: 5- 9 p.m., 
Hodag Park, 509 Rose St., 
Rhinelander. Nightly light 
displays, holiday music, 
bonfi res, special weekend 
activities, including a visit 
from Rhinelander’s Santa 
and a fi reworks show on 
New Year’s Day. Free 
admission. Collections of  
food and monetary dona-
tions will support area food 
pantries. Lightsofthenorth-
woods.org.

Dec. 18-29, A Christmas 
Wonderland: Over one 
million lights on display 
at Rondele Ranch, 8959 
Hwy K, Harshaw. Walk-
ing tours are Fridays and 
Saturdays from 5 -9 p.m., 
plus Thursday, Dec. 26, 5-9 
p.m. Driving tours Sundays 
and Tuesdays, 5- 8 p.m. 
Closed Dec. 24 and 25. $20 
per car; cash only at the 
gate. Proceeds support 
local non-profi t groups. 
1-844-WI-RANCH.

Dec. 18, Business After 
Five (Jingle and Mingle): 5 
p.m., CT’s Deli, 17 N. Brown 
St, Rhinelander. The 
Rhinelander chamber’s 
informal gathering where 
business people network, 
exchange ideas, and devel-
op new relationships in the 
community. Food, bever-
ages, ra²  es, and activities. 
715-365-7464.

Dec. 18, Santa at PCCU: 
3-4:30 p.m., 9852 Hwy 70, 

Minocqua. Stop by Park 
City Credit Union for a free 
photo with Santa.

Dec. 19, Blue Christmas: 
7 p.m., Calvary Baptist 
Church, 320 Lincoln St., 
Rhinelander. A service for 
those who are grieving, 
hurting, or struggling dur-
ing the Christmas season. 
715-362-4792.

Dec. 19, Christmas Train 
Village Show: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Hosted by the Northwoods 
Model Railroad Club. The 
2024 display will be set up 
in the Train Station Shops 
in Minocqua, in the former 
Clothes Connection Unit, 
611 Oneida St. All ages. 
Free. Visit facebook.com/
northwoodsmodelrailroad-
club.

Dec. 20, Holidaze: 4-6 p.m., 
Minocqua Public Library, 
Suite 100, 415 Menominee 
St. DIY holiday gift making 
and crafts. Music, snacks, 
and activities. 715-356-4437.

Dec. 20, The Looney 
Lutherans’ “I’m Dreaming 
of a Looney Christmas”: 7 
p.m., Campanile Center for 
the Arts, 131 W. Milwaukee 
St., Minocqua. The show 
is musical, comedic, and 
family-friendly. For ticket 

costs and more info, visit 
campanilecenter.org or call 
715-356-9700.

Dec. 20-21, Santa’s Snack 
Shop by the Rhinelander 
Woman’s Club: 5-8 p.m. 
in the pavilion at Hodag 
Park, by the boat land-
ing, in cooperation with 
Lights of  the Northwoods. 
Homemade soups and 
chili, sweet treats, snacks, 
hot chocolate, and cider. 
Pictures with Santa, a 
coloring table, and small 
prizes for children. For 
more information, see the 
Rhinelander Woman’s Club 
Facebook page. 

Dec. 21, Living Nativity:
Performances at 1 and 
2 p.m., Zion Lutheran 
Church and School, 160 N. 
Brown St., Rhinelander. 
Experience the true mean-
ing of  Christmas at Zion’s 
Living Nativity. Holiday 
refreshments and nativ-
ity sets on display. Free. 
Zionrhinelander.org or 
715-365-9357.

Dec. 22, Christmas Yule-
tide Champagne Brunch: 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Rhinelander 
Pub, 33 N. Brown St.  Live 
music, a carving station, 
an iced seafood station, a 

mimosa station, artisanal 
cheeses, a salad bar, winter 
harvest-inspired sides, and 
a dessert display. Email 
info@rhinelanderpub.com 
or call  715-362-2918 to book 
a reservation.

Dec. 25, Rhinelander Lions 
Community Christmas 
Dinner: 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m., 
Trig’s, 232 S. Courtney St. 
Free Christmas dinner 
open to the community. 
Available for pick up at 
Trig’s Deli Express En-
trance. Home delivery is 
available by calling 715-525-
1068 before Dec. 24.NGS donates to library improvements

The Northwoods Genealogical Society donated $600 to the Rhinelander District 
Library Foundation’s Capital Campaign during an informal presentation at the library 
Dec. 11. The funds will go towards the $7 million goal for renovating and expanding 
the 120-year-old building. From left to right, NGS member Ila Turgeon, foundation 
treasurer Heather Sturtevant, incoming NGS chairman JoAnn Rajec and NSG member 
Gloria Rahlf. NGS photo by Dave Melancon
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Now that’s a 
Bright idea!



A Traditional Way
to say Good Bye
Honor your loved one with an obituary
in this Free weekly newspaper that
reaches loyal readers.

Inquire with your local funeral director
or contact us for more information.

24 W. Rives Street, Rhinelander WI 54501
866-369-3331 24
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Wishing you a
Joyous Holiday Season

And a
Happy New Year!

Hwy. 51 South & Lee Road Minocqua
715-356-3636

(3 miles south of the Minocqua Bridge)

www.everestcustomhomes.com
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DEATH NOTICES

 Jennifer L. Karlen, 53 of  Woodboro, died Dec. 2, 2024. 
Carlson Funeral Home.

PSC approves 
Rhinelander water 

rate increase
BY EILEEN PERSIKE
EDITOR

RHINELANDER – A wa-
ter rate increase requested 
by the city of  Rhinelander 
has been approved by the 
Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission. It will take 
e� ect Jan. 1, 2025. 

The city requested the 
rate increase due to in-
creases in operating and 
maintenance costs, and 
to plan for future infra-
structure projects and 
water tower projects. The 
PSC Final Decision, dated 
Nov. 6, 2024, states “the 
fi nal overall rate change 
authorized is $704,494 or a 
34.77% increase over cur-
rent rates, for the test year 
ending Dec. 31, 2024.”

According to the PSC, 
the current rates produced 
an operating revenue 
shortfall of  $704,494, which 
it called “unreasonable.” 

The Commission further 
explained the increase:

“The overall increase in 
annual revenues is 34.77% 
and is comprised of  a 
34.06% increase in gen-
eral service charges and 
a 37.72% increase in PFP 
charges. 

A typical single-family 
residential customer’s bill, 
not including PFP [public 
fi re protection], will in-
crease 23.69%.

The increase in rates is 
due to a 42.68% increase 
in gross plant investment 
and an 8.18% increase in 
operating expenses since 
the applicant’s last CRC 
[conventional rate case] in 
2015.”

City Finance Director 
Wendi Bixby explained 
how the new rates will be 
implemented.

“The January bills 
will have November, 
December and January 
usage; February bills for 
December, January and 
February usage,” Bixby 
stated.

“Weighted averages are 
calculated for January 

and February billing 
rates and the full rate will 
start with the March bill-
ing. New this year is a $30 
charge for special reading 
requests, similar to other 
communities.”

For more detailed in-
formation, visit the city’s 
website, rhinelanderwi.
us/departments then se-
lect wastewater utility.

Paying for 
infrastructure 
improvements

Part of  a $6.3 billion in-
frastructure investment 
by the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture has been ear-
marked for Rhinelander. 
The city will receive a 
grant for $1.3 million and 
a loan for $5.217 million to 
improve the water mains 
and sanitary and storm 
sewers in the Messer 
Street area.

The existing under-
ground utilities are be-
tween 30 and 50 years old 
and do not meet current 
code requirements for fi re 
protection, among other 
things. 

The USDA pays out 
loans and grants after 
projects are completed. To 
fi nance the Messer Street 
Project in the interim, 
Rhinelander Common 
Council approved a reso-
lution Dec. 9 authorizing 
the issuance and sale of  
a $5.217 million Sewerage 
System Revenue Bond 
Anticipation Note.

This bond will go 
through CoVantage Credit 
Union at a 5% interest rate. 
If  this bond goes to matu-
rity in December 2026, just 
over half  a million dollars 
in interest will accrue. It 
is prepayable without a 
penalty.

Josh Low, associate mu-
nicipal advisor for Ehlers 
Public Finance Advisors 
told the council the USDA 
loan will be less than 5% 
because it is subsidized by 
the federal government. 

A group of beginning tap dancers perform “I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas.”

The Northwoods School of Dance held its annual Christmas show Dec. 7, consisting of dances to holiday songs and 
a performance of “The Nutcracker.” In the center, senior Anna Price portrays Clara, and senior Julia Gerdes, to the 
right of Price, was part of the party scene as a guest. Bob Mainhardt photos

Dance school performs “The Nutcracker”

schoolers out and about,” Belanger 
said.

It’s also a fun way to learn gram-
mar. “Grammar is a big part of  kin-
dergarten foundation, so I wanted 
them to try and tap out their words 
when writing to Santa,” Belanger 
added.

Senior and FBLA/DECA 
President Payton McCue said his 
favorite part is writing personalized 
letters back. “After we get all these, 
we write responses, and each one 
is individual. We look at what they 
wrote and make it special to them.”

Belanger said the kindergartners 
are so excited when they get the 
letters back and read them aloud 
in class. “And their parents are ex-
cited. I hear back from families, and 
they’re like, ‘Oh, that was cool!’”

When asked what being a part 
of  FBLA/DECA has prepared him 
for going forward, McCue became 
refl ective. “Oh, gosh. Everything,” 
he said. “I mean, with the FBLA/
DECA community service, you get 
to see everything in the community. 
It’s not just what happens in school.

“You go outside and see how the 
people interact and the problems 
of  our communities, but you also 
see the good things you can do. I 
learned a lot of  business aspects. 

It prepared me to be a better, well-
rounded person going through the 
rest of  my life.”

Upcoming FBLA/DECA projects 
include Jeans for Teens, a clothing 
drive, and Valentine’s Day Boxes, 

where they help 

elementary students design a box 
to put classmates’ Valentine’s 
Day cards in.

So Santa, if  you’re reading 
this, it’s clear that Rhinelander 
students — young and old — have 
been good this year.

Free screenings 
to assess children’s 

developmental milestones
FOR STAR JOURNAL

The Birth to 3 Program will host a Child Find event 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, from 9 to 11 a.m., at the Oneida 
County Human Services’s Timber Drive location in 
Rhinelander.

It’s open to children ages zero to three who may ben-
efi t from early intervention services. 

At the event, children will receive free screenings to 
assess developmental milestones and determine eligi-
bility for the Birth to 3 Program.

According to Oneida County Human Services, the 
Birth to 3 Program provides essential services to chil-
dren and families, focusing on early intervention for 
developmental delays. 

Through the program, children receive individual-
ized support to enhance cognitive, motor, communica-
tion, and social-emotional development. 

The team works closely with families to create tai-
lored plans, ensuring each child’s unique needs are met. 

Services may include developmental screenings and 
assessments, speech, physical, and occupational ther-
apy, family-centered support and resources, and assis-
tance navigating community services.

For more information or to register, call 715-369-2215 
or email kn@thehumanservicecenter.org.

LETTERS  from page 1

Weston Kibler (left) and Brexen Tarbutton write a letter to Santa in Mrs. 
Belanger’s kindergarten class. Tarbutton asked for a bike, a GoPro, a 
Chromebook, and a “big person car.” Star Journal photo
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@MetroCreative

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU CLUES ACROSS
1. Miller beer variety
4. Member of people
inhabiting Bering Sea islands
9. Stomach
14. Investment vehicle
15. Fictional soccer coach
Ted
16. Irregular in botanical
parlance
17. Cease standing
18. “American Horror Story”
actress
20. Grow milk teeth
22. Plant parts
23. Snow house
24. Most contemptuous
28. Note to repay
29. Old English
30. Wings
31. Financial institutions
33. Parks and Lopez are two
37. Mr. T’s “The A-Team”
character
38. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)
39. Give off
41. Semitic alphabet letter
42. Farm state
43. Actress Sarandon
44. Back parts
46. Zoroastrian concept of
holy �re
49. Touchdown
50. One point north of due
east
51. Refurbishes
55. Silver and Dogg are two
58. Former Tigers catcher
Alex
59. Type of envelope
60. Seriously considered
64. Unhappy
65. Past (archaic)
66. Asian wild dog
67. Old English letter

68. Young domestic sheep
69. Football players need to
gain them
70. Witness

CLUES DOWN
1. Dormant Peruvian volcano
2. Norwegian composer
3. Indicates location
4. Pubs
5. Unable to walk easily
6. Electronic warfare-support
measures
7. World leader
8. Midsection
9. Jewish calendar month
10. Urological condition
11. A small quantity of
anything
12. Mountain Time
13. Af�rmative
19. Word element meaning
ear
21. Carried away
24. Short-billed rails
25. Newborn child

26. Sword
27. Groups of people
31. Prickly, scrambling
shrubs
32. Become less intense
34. Polishes
35. Indicates position
36. Songs sung to one’s
beloved
40. The 12th letter of the
Greek alphabet
41. Insects
45. Israeli politician
47. Pre-digital
48. Roaming
52. Ambience
53. Brew
54. Late
56. Make ecstatically happy
57. Semitic alphabet letter
59. Blend
60. Dash
61. Self
62. Exclamation of
satisfaction
63. Hill or rocky peak

©MetroCreative
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ONEIDA COUNTY COURT REPORT

The Oneida County Sheri�’s O�ce is asking for your assistance in locating these individuals.
If you have seen or have information regarding their whereabouts,
please contact the Oneida County Sheri�’s O�ce at 715-361-5100.

|ONEIDA COUNTY WARRANTS OF THE WEEK|

Steven Coleman, 
36, Three Lakes. 

Fail to pay. 
BOND: $836

Theodore Ganz, 
32, Crandon. Fail 

to pay. BOND: 
$5,688.25

Kevin Kaufman, 
51, Rhinelander. 

Fail to pay. 
BOND: $2607.50

Mathew Smith, 
28, Merrill. Fail 
to pay. BOND: 

$2,301

William Stanley, 
37, Pearson. Fail 
to pay. BOND: 

$1,645.50

DEC. 5-11, 2024
Jordan T. Peters, 35, Oshkosh, 
two charges bail jumping-misde-
meanor, $1000 cash bond, PTC 
Dec. 1.
Ricky M. Rohan, 32, Rhinelander, 
child abuse-intentionally cause 
harm, $2500 signature bond, AIA 
Dec. 17.
Ryan W. Nordquist, 28, Milwau-
kee, criminal damage to property, 
disorderly conduct with domestic 
abuse-threat modifier, $1000 signa-
ture bond, AIA Jan. 6.
Jennifer B. Luczka, 46, Rhine-
lander, criminal trespass to dwelling, 
criminal damage to property, $1000 
signature bond, AIA Jan. 6.
Christopher M. Devereaux, 
37, Pelican Lake, bail jumping-
misdemeanor, disorderly conduct 
with domestic abuse-threat modifier, 
$1000 cash bond, AIA Dec. 17.
Jamie L. Butler, 36, Pelican Lake, 
disorderly conduct with domestic 
abuse-threat modifier, $1000 signa-
ture bond, AIA Jan 27.
Justin M. Church, 35, Eagle River, 
possession with intent-amphet-
amine/methamphetamine/etc (>10-
50g), $5000 cash bond, AIA Dec. 17.
Scott D. Silva, 41, Eagle River, pos-
session of controlled substance, bail 
jumping-felony, carrying a concealed 
knife, resisting or obstructing an 
o�cer, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession with intent 
-amphetamine/methamphetamine/
etc (>10-50g), OWI (3rd), $10000 cash 
bond, AIA Dec. 23.
Ricky D. Bates, 66, Eagan, MN, 
two charges bail jumping-felony, 
$1000 cash bond, AIA Dec. 23.
Brandon J. Brooks, 39, Minoc-
qua, misappropriate ID info-avoid 
penalty, operating while revoked 
(revoked due to alcohol/controlled 
substance/refusal), ignition interlock 
device tampering/failure to install/
violate court order, $10000 cash 
bond, Bail/Bond Review Dec. 17.
Gavin M. Thimm, 21, Rhinelander, 
bail jumping-felony, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, $10000 signa-
ture bond, AIA Jan. 13.
Matthew S. Johnson, 28, 
Manitowish Waters, bail jumping-
misdemeanor, $500 signature bond, 
AIA Jan. 6.
Meranda J. Burton, 35, Rhine-
lander, possession of methamphet-
amine, $500 signature bond, AIA 
Jan. 6.
Laslo A. Gedelei, 56, Arbor VItae, 
resisting or obstructing an o�cer, 
disorderly conduct, $1000 signature 
bond, AIA Jan. 6.
Gerald W. Dick III, 27, Rhine-
lander, burglary-building or dwelling, 
criminal trespass to dwelling, resist-
ing or obstructing an o�cer, two 
charges disorderly conduct, ba�ery 
or threat to judge/prosecutor/law 
enforcement o�ce, possession of 

THC, possession of drug parapher-
nalia, $8000 cash bond, AIA Dec. 30.
Jamie L. Cornelius, 34, Appleton, 
resisting or obstructing an o�cer, 
disorderly conduct, two charges bat-
tery or threat to judge/prosecutor/
law enforcement o�cer, possession 
of THC (2nd+ o�ense), possession 
of drug paraphernalia, $8000 cash 
bond, AIA Dec. 30.
Jedediah A. Dart, 23, Rhinelander, 
operate firearm while intoxicated, 
operating with PAC >=0.15 (1st), 
dismissed on prosecutor’s motion, 
carry concealed weapon, deferred 
prosecution or sentence, hit and 
run-property adjacent to highway, 
OWI (1st), guilty due to no contest 
plea, $1313.50 fine, 12 months IID, 6 
months driver’s license revocation.
Jesse L. Crofoot, 55, Rhinelander, 
possession with intent-amphet-
amine/methamphetamine/etc 
(<=3g), guilty due to no contest plea, 
3 years WHS/POP.
Arthur S. Whiting, 63, Three 
Lakes, disorderly conduct with 
domestic abuse modifier, dismissed 

on prosecutor’s motion.
Caleb D. Lanke, 23, Rhinelander, 
bail jumping-felony, operate without 
valid license (2nd within 3 years), dis-
missed on prosecutor’s motion, bail 
jumping-misdemeanor, guilty due to 
guilty plea, 1 year WHS/POP.

ABBREVIATION KEY:
DPA - Deferred Prosecution Agree-
ment
DEJ - Deferred Entry of Judgment
WSP - Wisconsin State Prison
ES – Extended Supervision
PAC - Prohibited Alcohol Concentra-
tion
IID - Ignition Interlock Device
DL – Driver’s license
AIA - Adjourned initial appearance
PTAC - Party to a crime
WHS/POP - Withhold sentence/
period of probation
DRI – Dismissed but read in
PTC – Pre-trial conference
PH – Preliminary Hearing

|COMMUNITY CALENDAR|
Dec. 18, Rhinelander Area Food Pantry: 
4-6 p.m., distribution. Donation drop-o� 
hours 8 a.m.-noon Mondays through 
Fridays. 627 Coon St. Rhinelanderarea-
foodpantry.org.

Dec. 18, Line Dancing: 6-8 p.m., The Ha-
ven, Rhinelander. Every Wednesday. For 
more information, call Diane at 715-282-
5226.

Dec. 19, Builder’s Club: 1-5 p.m., Rhine-
lander District Library, 106 N. Stevens St. 
Legos, Magna-Tiles, and more available in 
the children’s department. Free. 715-365-
1073.

Dec. 19, Support Group: 6 p.m., commu-
nity room No. 102, first floor of  the Curran 

building in Rhinelander. Peer-led mental 
health support group. Safe and confiden-
tial space open to anyone 18 or older. This 
will be an open discussion. Call Dan at 
715-360-5796 or visit supportingeachother.
online.

Dec. 19-21, ArtStart Winter Gallery Exhi-
bitions: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19, 
and Friday, Dec. 20; 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 21. Featuring “Passing Through 
Wonderland” from artist Andrea Kidd and 
“Past, Present, and Future” from Cassan-
dra Smith. 715-362-4328 or artstartrhine-
lander.org.

Dec. 20, Winter Solstice Luminary Ski, 
Snowshoe, or Fatbike: 4-7 p.m., Heal Creek 

Trails at the Northwood Golf  Course, 
3131 Golf  Course Road, Rhinelander. A 
candlelit adventure. If  there’s no snow, 
there will be hiking and mountain bik-
ing. Featuring a bonfire, heavy appetizer 
menu, beverages, and live music. Free. 
715-820-2152.

Dec. 21, Winter Solstice in the Garden 
Community Celebration: 5-7 p.m., North-
woods Community Garden at Nicolet 
College, 5364 College Drive, Rhinelander. A 
traditional solstice fire and hot beverages. 
Free. Nicoletcollege.edu.

Dec. 21, Oneida County 4-H Youth Robot-
ics Festival: 10 a.m. to noon, Northwoods 
Center at Nicolet Area Technical College, 
Rhinelander. This free event will feature 
4-H robotics teams from Three Lakes and 
Rhinelander. 715-365-2750.

Dec. 21, Rhinelander Area Food Pantry: 
9-11:30 a.m., distribution. Donation drop-
o� hours 8 a.m.-noon Mondays through 
Fridays. 627 Coon St. Rhinelanderarea-
foodpantry.org.

Dec. 21, Indoor Farmers Market: Satur-
days from 9 a.m-noon throughout the fall 

and winter at the YMCA of  the North-
woods, 2003 E. Winnebago St., Rhineland-
er. 715-362-9622 x 118.

Dec. 23, AA and Al-Anon Meetings: 7 p.m., 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 21 W. Timber 
Dr., Rhinelander. 715-362-5910.

Dec. 23, Overeaters Anonymous: 1 p.m., 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 235 N. Stevens 
St., Rhinelander. 715-362-4258.

Dec. 23, Bridge Games: noon, American 
Legion Hall, 121 W. Front St., Minocqua. 
$4. Call Lee at 715-356-4243.

Dec. 23, Baby Storytime: 10 a.m., Rhine-
lander District Library. Stories, songs, and 
playtime. Free to the public. 715-365-1070 or 
rhinelanderlibrary.org.

Dec. 23, Rhinelander Area Food Pantry: 
3-5 p.m., distribution. Donation drop-o� 
hours 8 a.m.-noon Mondays through Fri-
days. 627 Coon St. Rhinelanderareafood-
pantry.org.

Dec. 24, Preschool Storytime: 10 a.m., 
Rhinelander District Library. Stories, flan-
nels, songs, and fun for ages two and older. 
Free to the public. 715-365-1070 or rhine-
landerlibrary.org.



For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at 949-253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmantravel.com

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP
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DISCOVER & EXPLORE

SOJOURN TO THE SOUTH OF FRANCE:
LYON, BURGUNDY & PROVENCE

NOVEMBER 2025

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Roundtrip scheduled airfare from ORD or MSP
• 7 nights aboard the 5-star
Amadeus Provence Cruise Ship

• 1 night in Geneva, Switzerland
• Superb dining with all meals included
during your cruise
(buffet breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, and dinner)

• 24 hour coffee station
• Quality red & white wines from Europe’s great
wine regions with every dinner onboard the ship

• Welcome Dinner
• Captain’s Gala Dinner
• Daily onboard music performances
• Adelman Discoveries staff
• Non-smoking environment (smoking permitted
only on the Sun-Deck)

• Fuel Surcharges, air and port taxes
• Tours including: Geneva, Maconnais Excursion
& Wine Museum, Beaune & Burgundy Excursion,
Lyon City Tour, Avignon City Walk and
Arles City Walk

Departing
November 3, 2025

STARTING AT
$3,999

PER PERSON
w/air & taxes

Includes air and
a bonus night in

Geneva,
Switzerland!

NOVEMBER 2025

Drop off or mail to: Northwoods Star Journal, 24 W. Rives St. Rhinelander, WI 54501

Call for list of markets
and other options.

Deadline Friday at 10:00 a.m.
HelpYour Ad Stand OutWith Add-ons:
• Border $3.00 • Blind Box $6.00
• Bold Lettering $3.00 • Photo/Logo $7.00

One word per box. Payment must accompany ad.
All ads are pre-paid, non-refundable (cash, check, credit card).

40
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AD COPY

24 W. Rives Street
Rhinelander

866-369-3331

Northwoods

AD DEADLINEFRIDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Classified Ads
$1000

5 Lines
One Paper

Additional Lines $1.00
(Partial or Full)

(Private Party Only)

OR Add-A-City

(Plus $1 per additional line)
for $6 (5 Line ad)

Eagle River, Tomahawk,
Antigo, Merrill, Wausau

plus additional papers available,
ask for details.

Name Phone

Address
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The Rhinelander Area Ambassadors 
welcomed three new businesses recently. 
Nate and Andrea Sheppard, Rhinelander-
based artists and entrepreneurs, are the 
new owners of The Hilgerman Center for 
Community. This historic building is lo-
cated at 25 S. Brown Street and is home 
to three local businesses, Child’s Frame 
Co., Crate Digger’s Music & More and 
Nate Sheppard Media and also has a 
community space for events and private 
rentals. 

The building is named for Otto 
Hilgermann, a brewer and businessman 
who lived in Rhinelander and construct-
ed the building in 1915. 

Joe Dorion was welcomed as the new 
owner of Bessey’s Meat Market and Bulk 
Foods. After learning the butcher busi-
ness from family, Joe purchased meat 
market from his uncle, Glenn Bessey, 
who got the store from his father, Roy 
Bessey.

Fresh cuts of  meat, meat cut to order 
and special orders are available.  Brats, 

sticks and sausage are made at the mar-
ket. Bessey’s also o�ers and assortment 
of  frozen meats, seafood, spices, sauces, 
marinades and rubs.  Venison processing 
is also available as long as the meat is cut 
and o� the bone.

Bessey’s is located at 1102 South 
Oneida Avenue.  The phone number is 
715-362-5600.  The hours are Monday 
- Friday 8 a.m.-5:30p.m. and Saturday, 
from 8-2.

The Rhinelander Area ambassadors 
welcomed Josh Newman at his new busi-
ness, Cutz with Connection, located at 
905 Lincoln Street, in the Muse Salon.  He 
specializes in men’s haircuts and beard 
trimming.

Newman is a barber and motivational 
speaker who wants to make an impact in 
the community for all walks of  life. He 
enjoys sharing his story with school stu-
dents about how he went from being an 
inmate to becoming a successful barber. 
Additionally, he provides free cuts to in-
mates at the Vilas County Jail. Newman 
is a Nicolet College graduate and said he 

is proudly two years sober. 
Appointments can be made by call-

ing 715-493-1952; walk-ins are welcome.  

Hours are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-
7 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Sunday, 7 a.m.-1 p.m.

Pictured at the ribbon cutting for the Hilgerman Center for Community are Lauren Sackett, 
Linda Krebsbach, Bobbie Keso-Mode, Melinda Childs and Jaron Childs, owners of 
Childs Frame Co.; Tony Rio, owner of Crate Digger’s Music & More; Nate Sheppard and 
Andrea Sheppard, owners of Nate Sheppard Media and The Hilgermann Center; Renee 
Draszkiewicz, Tarsie Goes, Tom Peterson, Diane Sowinski, Tiki Krueger, Cora Eckrich.
Submitted photos

At the ribbon cutting for Bessey’s Meat Market are, in front, Tarsie Goes, Diane Sowinski, 
Cora Eckrich, Tim Thilmany, owner Joe Dorion, Kim Dorion, Glenn Bessey, Karen Kranda, 
Trent Woodall, Lori Nielsen and Linda Krebsbach. In back, Renee Draszkiewicz, Tom 
Peterson and Nicole Raduechel.

Pictured at the ribbon cutting at Cutz with Connection are Linda Krebsbach, owner Josh 
Newman, Nicole Raduechel, Tom Peterson, Renee Draszkiewicz, Diane Sowinski, Tarsie 
Goes and Cora Eckrich.

Ambassador news
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100% Specialty Grade Gourmet Coffee – Roasted and shipped the same
day from the Northwoods of Wisconsin.

Free Shipping on all orders over $40
nicoletcoffee.com

Fresh as the Northwoods
Seasonal Favorites Available for a Limited Time
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BOYS SWIMMING
On Thursday, Dec. 12, the Hodag boys swim team was at Tomahawk swimming 

against the Hatchets. What has become common in the conference, the Hodags 
won all 11 events and won 116-46.

On Saturday, Dec. 14, Rhinelander hosted the annual Hodag Relays with six 
other teams competing, including last year’s winning team, Bayport.

Bayport won again this year while setting records in six of  the 10 
events and winning all but one event that was won by the Hodags. 
The Hodags won the 3x50 mixer relay with a time of  1:14.71, breaking the 1987 
record of  1:15.92. Shawn Denis, Judson O’Malley, and Mathias Fugle were the 
swimmers who broke the record. 

In three events, the Hodag times would have been new records except for 
Bayport swimming faster to claim the new record times. The Hodags placed sec-
ond in fi ve events and fi nished in second with 82 points behind Bayport’s 136.
One of  the highlights of  the meet is the cannonball competition at the end of  the 
meet. This year’s winner was freshman Dean Gillingham.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Hodag girls basketball team was looking for win number six on Friday 

night vs. the Northland Pines Eagles. The beginning of  the game was all Hodags 
as the Eagles did not score until fi ve minutes into the half  and the score was 17-2.
The Hodags scored points on turnovers with constant pressure on the ball and 
had a 47-16 halftime lead. The fi nal score was 70-22. Vivian Lamers led all scor-
ers with 20 points, followed by Aubryn Clark with 18 and Kelsey Winter scored 10.

The � ve seniors played on the � oor together at the end of the game. Seniors, left to 
right, are Kelsey Winter, Reese Gehrig, Dawsyn Barkus, Makenna Sternitzky, and Ava 
Kurilla.

The Vivian Lamers and Aubryn Clark 
double team forced a Pines turnover.

Vivian Lamers scored two of her 20 points 
with a fastbreak off an Eagles turnover.

Ella Miljevich scored two points on a fast 
break after a Pines turnover.

Aubryn Clark shot a three from 
the corner in the � rst half. 
Clark scored 18 points.

Mathias Fugle was the last swimmer in the 
600-yard freestyle relay, swimming 200 yards. 
Fugle, Charlie Antonuk, Dolan O’Malley, and 
Judson O’Malley swam the event.

Shawn Denis was the � rst swimmer 
out for the Hodags in the 3x100 
breaststroke. Denis, Dean Gillingham, 
and Samson Shinners would have had 
a new record in the event, but Bayport 
was .61 seconds faster.

In the last event of the meet, Charlie Antonuk swam the butter� y in the 400-yard 
medley relay. The Hodags would have had the record in the event but were out-
touched again by Bayport, this time by .23 seconds. The swimmers in the event were 
Antonuk, Dolan O’Malley, Dean Gillingham, and Samson Shinners.

Shawn Denis, Mathias Fugle, and Judson 
O’Malley (front) broke the 1987 record in the 
3x50 mixer relay, giving Bayport their only loss 
of the meet.

Cannonball winner Dean 
Gillingham in the air for one of his 
jumps.

Samson Shinners swam � rst in the 500-yard decrescendo relay. This was another race 
the Hodags would have set a new record were it not for Bayport again out touching 
the Hodags at the wall by 1.05 seconds.

More sports on page 12
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Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232

AVCO Vacuum Cleaner Co.

Repair & Services on All Makes
Sewing Machine Repairs • New, Used & Rebuilt Vacuums

Now Renting Commercial Carpet Shampooer!

Ron Platek • 715-362-3376
10W. Keenan St., Rhinelander

Warranty Repairs on

05
43

58
41

18
00

Insect &
Wildlife Services

715.350.1030
Northern Wisconsin’s Pest Removal Experts

MOSQUITOS, BATS, SPIDERS & MUCH MORE...

W W W. A D VA N C E D P E S T M G M T. C O M
340611

OI

Gary Sterr, Tomahawk

42
87

61
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|BUSINESS DIRECTORY|

Lake Tomahawk Lions 
celebrate members

At a November dinner meeting, Emy Klitzman was 
voted Lake Tomahawk Lion of  the Year.

Klitzman initiated the club’s social media presence 
on Facebook and Instagram. She’s worked many hours 
for the spring luncheon, organized the children’s pump-
kin patch at the town’s Harvest on Main Craft Show, 
and devoted time to vision screening at area schools.  

Lion Dan Dosemagen presented Emy with her award.
Also at the meeting, Lion Kevin Klitzman was given 

the Melvin Jones Award, the highest honor bestowed 
on a member, according to the club. 

Klitzman is the current president and helps the 
club run smoothly and productively. 

Lion Dan Dosemagen presented him with the award.

Historical society celebrates the holidays
The Rhinelander 

Historical Society held 
a holiday open house 
Dec. 7 at the Rhinelander 
Historical Museum at 9 S. 
Pelham St.

Visitors toured the fes-
tively decorated museum 
and enjoyed holiday mu-
sic and treats, such as 
eggnog, cider, and home-
made cookies.

The event also featured 
a sleigh in the front yard 
for family photos.

Performers includ-
ed the Northwoods 
Choraliers, Darlene Cole, 
the Rhinelander Male 
Chorus, Tom Nelson, 
Diane Mueller, and 
Theresa Seabloom.

The free event was 
open to the public.

The Rhinelander Male Chorus sings holiday songs at the Rhinelander Historical Society museum. 
Dave Melancon photos

Tom Nelson, Diane Mueller, and Theresa Seabloom perform at the Rhinelander Historical 
Society’s annual holiday open house Dec. 7.

Five tips to jumpstart your metabolismLion Dan Dosemagen presents Kevin Klitzman with the 
Melvin Jones Award. Submitted photos

Lion Dan Dosemagen presents Emy Klitzman with her 
Lake Tomahawk Lion of the Year award. 

BY DR. WENDY HENRICHS
BOARD CERTIFIED 
CHIROPRACTIC PEDIATRICIAN 
AND NUTRITION COUNSELOR

Regardless of  your age, state of  
health, or fitness level, these things 
work to improve your metabolism. 
This means you will burn more cal-
ories and rid yourself  of  unwanted fat. Your memory 
and concentration will improve, and your blood glucose 
will decrease, along with lowering your cholesterol and 
blood pressure to name a few benefits.

1. The wonder of water: Drinking water increases 
your metabolism. It also increases your energy and abil-
ity to burn fat. Drinking water will improve your men-
tal focus, memory, and concentration. Work at drinking 
half  of  your body weight in ounces of  water every day. 
If  you enjoy ca�einated beverages, you need to con-
sume an equivalent amount of  water for every ounce of  
ca�einated beverage. The same is true for alcohol. 

2. Fasting for fat loss (TRE and IF): There is an 
abundance of  research about the positive e�ects of  
fasting on your metabolism and overall health. Time-
restricted eating (TRE) involves fasting for 14-18 hours 
daily and eating your calories within a 6–10-hour win-
dow. It has been shown that the amount of  cellular 
cleanup increases with an increase in fasting time, 
which gets rid of  the toxins that slow down your me-
tabolism. In comparison, intermittent fasting (IF) is 
fasting for 24-72 hours once a week. If  you are new to 
time-restricted eating, I recommend first picking the 
time when you normally eat your last meal of  the day, 
then add 12-14 hours to determine when your eating 
window should begin. Over a period of  days or weeks, 

you can increase your fasting time to 14-18 hours. If  you 
have not done a fast before, I recommend doing it on a 
weekend starting Friday night after your last meal and 
choosing a 24–36-hour window for your fast where you 
consume only water and clear liquids like bone broth 
and tea and do only light exercise. You should always 
consult your doctor before fasting. 

3. The power of protein: Eating more protein is 
an e�ortless way to increase your metabolism, which 
means you will burn more fat. Protein is required for 
building and repairing muscle tissue, among other 
things, and is not stored as fat. Protein also keeps you 
satisfied longer and aids in blood sugar regulation. 
Enjoy 4-6 three-ounce servings (80-120g) of  protein daily 
and have protein with every meal and snack. You can 
add a high-quality protein shake of  whey or vegetar-
ian protein, but watch out for added sugars. Protein 
is found in fish, chicken, beef, pork, wild game, eggs, 
and cheese. If  you are vegan or vegetarian, you can get 
adequate protein from legumes, nuts, and some high-
protein grains.

4. Avoid added sugars: Sugar is converted to fat. 
Consumption of  added sugar also leads to inflammation 
and pain and disrupts a healthy metabolism. A simple 
way to avoid added sugar is to read labels and eat mostly 
whole foods. Shop the perimeter of  your grocery store 
where fresh and fresh-frozen foods are located. Limit or 
eliminate eating foods in boxes or packages along with 
baked goods.

5. Move your body: This is a no-brainer but should 
not be left out. Americans are becoming increasingly 
sedentary, and it shows in the increase in chronic ill-
ness and disease including obesity. Strength training 
three-five days weekly working all your major muscle 
groups along with 30 minutes of  cardiovascular exer-
cise daily will not only stoke your metabolism, but also 
reduce your risk for dementia, cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes, and other degenerative diseases.

Take charge of  your metabolism by using these tips 
to aid in weight control, improve your memory and 
concentration, as well as reduce your risk of  chronic 
illness and diseases. Remember, it is never too late to 
make a Shift in Health. 

Dr. Wendy Henrichs of  Timber Land Chiropractic pro-
vides comprehensive chiropractic and wellness lifestyle 
care. For more information, call 715-362- 4852, visit tim-
berlandchiropractic.com, or follow @drwendyhenrichs 
on Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn.



AUSTRAILIAN SHEPARD PUPS
Red & Blue Merles & Tri 8 weeks
Nov. 20th F-$400. M-$375 920-
905-4665 (12/16)

CHEVY 2011 Malibu, 4 door,
161,000 mi. New front wheel hubs,
water pump, front & rear brakes.
Good tires, runs great, $2,500
OBO. 715-499-1467

TEDDY BEAR PUPS! $600.,
SHELTIE PUPS $600., POODLE
PUPS $250., C/T 715-316-2617
(12/16)mk

CAVAPOO PUPS $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/16)m

CAVAPOO PUPPIES 3-M 2-F
Non-Shedding vet ck’d DEW
Shots $600. 715-701-2066 (12/16)

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

TEDDY BEAR PUPS $375 also
BICHON POODLE $325 All Shots,
DEW, Vet ck’d 715-669-3607 Lic.#
268475 (12/16) pm

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES
Males/Females Health Guaran-
teed Ready Now! $600 Call 715-
937-0916 No Text (12/23)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ready Dec. 16 Can deliver
$950 Call 715-470-0458
(#509642) 12/09

CUTE & CUDDLIE PURE-BRED
BOARDER COLLIE PUPS.
Shots/Wormed Great Pets/Work-
ing Dog Parents /Site $250 call
715-667-3342 (12/16)

JOB OPENING

43
43

85

CESA 9 is hiring a Business Operations Specialist:
Payroll & Accounts Payable to join our team! CESA
9 provides a supportive, engaging, and collaborative
work environment with competitive pay and bene�ts.
As a government entity we participate in the Wisconsin
Retirement System and provide full-time employees with
health, dental, life, long-term disability insurance, plus paid
time off.

Top quali�cations of the position include:
• Post-secondary training in business administration,
accounting, �nance or a related �eld

• Clerical or bookkeeping experience; accounting and/or
payroll related experience required

This is a full-time, year-round position based in our
Tomahawk of�ce. Starting pay rate is based on experience.

For complete job description and application information,
go to: https://www.cesa9.org/about/employment.cfm

Online applications are due by January 3, 2025.

CESA 9 is an equal opportunity employer.

REG. CAVALIER PUPS.. DOB
10/16 Ready 12/11 $850. Vet ck’d,
vaccinated, DEW. 715-669-7306
Ask for Karen (12/16)

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/16)nw

AKC REG. CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIAL PUPS. DOB
10/24 Shots, DEW, Vet Ck’d Call
715-644-5726 (1/6)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty
Roofs, Metal Buildings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311 PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertised here-in
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or na-
tional origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination."
We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportu-
nity basis.

Purebred Jack Russell Terrier
puppies. First shots and
dewormed. $350 each.

715-921-2989

For Sale GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPPIES. Registered, Shots, De-
wormed $450 OBO 715-773-1867
Greenwood WI. (12/23)

Rat terrier puppies: 1st shots,
dew claws removed & de-wormed.
Very friendly, great gifts! (2) fe-
males, $150 ea. (2) males $100
ea. Call or text 715-305-2489

43
18

18

$27.30 per hour w $3.00 per hour extra on weekends.
Quarterly safety and performance bonus also!

Please call Cheri 715-848-5183 EXT. 140
or apply online at our website at
www.drivemarathonmail.com

Marathon Mail Service, Inc.
Well established Family business for Over 50 years!

SIGN ON BONUS!
Part-time Class A Driver Needed

Rotating Weekdays and Weekends
Prefer a driver to hold Class A and B.

Home
Daily!

HIRING
WE ARE

STARTING HOURLY
WAGE: $43.15

APPLY ONLINE
careers.packagingcorp.com

������������� ����������
������������� ����������

421499

POLMARANIAN PUP! Shots Vet
Ck’d $600 call 715-654-5149
(12/23)

MILLERS PRECIOUS PUPS Has
Absolutely Adorable Westies,
Beautiful Petite Yorkies And
Cross/Bred Black Scotties. All Are
Smart, Gentle And Loving. Shots-
Vet Exam-Manner Training Begun.
$995-$1,500 Cash. 715-850-2535

HAVAPOO & YORKI &
YORKIPOO PUPS!! Shots, DEW
& Vet Ck’d. Very cute nice colors
ASK ABOUT OUR X-MAS SPE-
CIALS Ready To Go NOW! 715-
937-4425 (12/16)

43
05

68

Crew
Member

$19.79-$21.29/hr
Join our
Team!

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program

(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Bene�ts:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly RatesAPPLY IN-PERSON

Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

For Salle CAVALIER SHITZU
CROSS PUPS. Friendly 4 POO-
DLE BICHON PUPS Friendly,
Shots, DEW, Vet ck’d 1 Month
Guaranteed, 60 satisfaction guar-
anteed $300 715-669-3356 Leave
Message (12/16)

AKC REG. CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIAL PUPS. DOB
10/24 Shots, DEW, Vet Ck’d $800.
Call 715-644-5726 (1/6)

For Sale BORDER COLLIE
MIXED PUPS. People orientated
Farm Raised. $120. 715-223-1119
(12/16) ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.

Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Processing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

2011 Jeep Compass Latitude,
4x4, 4 WD, Silver, Heated seats,
108,000 miles, $6,750. Roggen-
buck Auto N5336 State Rd. 17,
Gleason. 715-846-1082

FEMALE COCKOPOO PUPPY!
Fluffy Christmas Present! $275
OMO 715-669-3512 (12/16) 715-
669-3847 (12/16)

For Sale 15.44 Acres, West of Ap-
pleton, WI On School Rd. Exc.
Building site, priced to sell. Jeremy
920-878-0288 or Herb 920-878-
0005 No Answer, try again later.
(12/16)

For Sale 15.44 Acres, West of Ap-
pleton, WI On School Rd. Exc.
Building site, priced to sell.

WHOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/16)nw

AKC GOLDEN RETREIVER
PUPS. Ready to go 12/26. In
Greenwood $595 call 715-267-
3271 (12/23)

PUGALIERS PUP CAVALIER
KING CHARLES Mixed with PUG
PUPS. DOB 10/24 Shots, DEW,
Vet Ck’d $600. Call 715-644-5726
(1/6)

PART-TIME DRIVER WANTED:
Northwoods Transit Connections
is hiring two part-time drivers for
Eagle River and Minocqua. EEO
Please contact Northwoods Tran-
sit Connections at 715-420-0585
for details and an employment ap-
plication.

2004 Chevy for TRADE ONLY, for
chevy extended cab, normal
height to the road. White Lake
area. 262-497-9417

PUB LISHER'S
NO TICE:

Equal Hous ing
Op por tu nity

All Real Estate advertised in this
newspaper is subject to Federal
and State Fair Housing Laws
which prohibit discrimination on
the basis of color, religion, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, age,
handicap, lawful source of in-
come, or marital status of the
person maintaining the house-
hold, and sexual orientation. We
will not accept advertising indi-
cating an intention to discrimi-
nate. our readers are informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. If
you think you have been dis-
criminated against, call the Fair
Housing Council, 1-877-647-
3247 or HUD toll-free at 800-
424-8590.

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

POMPSKI PUPPIES $600. Ready
12/30. Cute friendly Call After 3pm
715-773-1643 (12/23)

ACA BLENHEIM KING CHARLES
CAVALIER PUP. Cute cuddly Vet
ck’d Shots $500. 715-613-4663
(12/23)
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151299

GO
HODAGS!

Changing Lives,
One Smile at a Time

No Referrals Needed • Accepting all insurance including Badgercare

Rhinelander - Woodruff - Eagle River - Phillips - Marshfield
715-365-1777

GO
HODAGS!

41
88

16

No Referrals Needed • Accepting all insurance • Free Consultations

PAGE 12  •   NORTHWOODS STAR JOURNAL   •   WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 202412
Hodag Highlights

|SPORTS| BOB MAINHARDT PHOTOS

BOYS BASKETBALL
The Hodag boys basketball team hosted Wittenberg-Birnamwood Tuesday, Dec. 

10, in a battle of  early undefeated teams. 
The Chargers had an early lead in the game as the Hodags could not make their 

shots and only made two three-point shots in the game. The free throw line was 
also not friendly to the Hodags as the team 
was 15 of  24 from the line.

In the second half, Rhinelander increased 
the defensive pressure forcing turn-
overs and missed shots for the Chargers. 
Eventually, the Hodags were able to take 
the lead only to be tied late in the game, and 
with seven seconds left Seth No� tz scored 
on a shot under the basket for a 2-point lead 
that the Hodags would maintain and then 
add two free throws ice the game after a 
bench technical on Witt-Birn with only two 
seconds remaining to win 63-59 after being 
down 25-31 at halftime.

On Friday, Dec. 13,  the Hodags traveled 
to Eagle River to play the Eagles and came 
away with another win with a 65-48 score. 
Four Hodags scored in double digits led by 
Devon Feck with 16, Truman Lamers 14, 
Evan Shoeder 13, and Abe Gretzinger 10.

The boys next play Tuesday, Dec. 17, fac-
ing Ashland at home.

GYMNASTICS
The YMCA of  the Northwoods was the site of  the annual gymnastics Snowfl ake meet, with 

six teams participating. The Hodags placed fourth with a score of  116.025, and the Medford 
Cooperative placed fi rst with a score of  130.125.

The Hodags were paced by foreign exchange student Margherita Tibaldeschi, with an all-
around score of  29.00. Tibaldeschi was the Hodags’ high scorer on the beam with a 7.650, Alexis 
Smith was the top vaulter for the Hodags with a score of  8.325, and Smith was Rhinelander’s 
best performer on the fl oor with an 8.000. On the bars, freshman Addison Fish was tops with 
a 6.800.

HOCKEY
The Tomahawk Hatchets are the number one ranked hockey team 

in division two and paid a visit to the RIA rink to play the Hodags. 
The Hatchets lived up to the hype as they scored fi ve goals in the fi rst pe-
riod and another fi ve in the second. The sixth goal that was scored in the 
second period put the game into run time for the remainder of  the game.
The Hodags did not allow another goal in the third period and lost 10-0 as they 
were outshot 68-7 with goalie Asher Rivord recording 58 saves.

Shafranski to 
retire from WIAA

Former Rhinelander High 
School associate principal 
and activities director Tom 
Shafranski has announced 
his retirement as assistant 
director of  the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association. Shafranski worked 
as associate principal and RHS 
activities director 1993-96 and 
then grades 6-12 activities di-
rector for the School District 
of  Rhinelander from 1996-2000. 
He joined the executive sta�  at 
WIAA in June 2002 and served 
in many di� erent roles.

“To serve the WIAA member-
ship and to work with so many 
quality student-athletes, coach-
es and school administrators 
has been an honor and a privi-
lege,” Shafranski said. “No one 
has had more ‘fun’ in their job 
than I have had at the WIAA.”

His retirement is e� ective 
Feb. 7.

Junior Devon Feck 
makes a layup after a 
steal. Feck scored 11 
points.

Senior Seth Nofftz only 
scored four points in the 
game but scored on a basket 
under the hoop with seven 
seconds remaining to give 
the Hodags the lead.

Senior Truman Lamers 
scores on the � rst of his 
three dunks on his way to 
20 points for the game.

Jatyn Barkus follows through on a 
free throw in the second half. Barkus 
scored nine points with two � eld 
goals and shot � ve for � ve on free 
throws.

Van Tulowitzky with a shot on goal in the 
second period.

Dylan Shefveland crosses the center line 
with the puck.

Goalie 
Asher 
Rivord 
covered 
the puck 
as one 
of his 58 
saves.

Zach 
Edyvean 
advances 
the puck 
off the 
board 
early in 
the � rst 
period.

Riley 
Squires 
defends 
in front 
of the 
Hodag 
net.

Italian foreign exchange 
student Margherita Tibaldeschi 
prepares for her dismount on 
the beam. Tibaldeschi was the 
top all-around performer for the 
Hodags, with a score of 29.000.

Senior Wendy Fronk 
leggings a tumbling pass on 
the � oor exercise.

Addison Fish stuck the 
landing on her bars 
dismount and scored a 
team-high 6.800.

Alexis Smith scored a 6.200 on bars, 
an 8.325 on the vault, and an 8.00 on 
the � oor.




