
Call for appointment
715-551-7012 or
715-536-6070

1216 E. Main St., Merrill

Hair By Julie
is now at

Designers Plus Studio & Spa
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Advancement Opportunities
Great Benefits Package • Paid Vacation

Employee Appreciation Events
Company Match 401(k)

Check our website for current openings. E.O.E

www.mcheese.com/join-our-team

Join our team, where your
dedication and passion will

be appreciated. You will matter
at Marathon Cheese!

20
62

84

JOIN NOW AND GET THE REST OF THE
YEAR FOR FREE WITH A TOY DONATION!

536-2481www.riversideathletic.com

42
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Established in 1981
“Three years ago, I set an easy goal for myself. After reaching that goal,
I set a more difficult goal. Now working out is a part of my routine.”

Megan Kautzer

9am – 3pm
Saturday, December 14th

Scones • Breads • BarsScones • Breads • Bars
Cookies • Jams • FudgeCookies • Jams • Fudge

Jellies • And More!Jellies • And More!

N2317 Robl Ave, Merrill

Sara Bagley • 715-409-3409

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

432472

9am – 3pm
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Early Deadlines for the
January 2nd Issue

DISPLAY & CLASSIFIEDS:
Fri., Dec 27th by 3 PM

Our office will be closed
December 23 - 26
and January 1

To allow our employees
time with their family for
Christmas, the Merrill Foto
News will not be published

on December 26th.

Happy Holidays!
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FREE CHRISTMAS 
FUN
Page 9

NEW !  See the 
COUNTY MARKET INSERT 

inside this issue
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2024 Deer Hunting Season recap
The Wisconsin Department of  

Natural Resources (DNR) last week 
provided preliminary license sales, 
harvest registration, and hunting 
incident numbers for the 2024 nine-day 
gun deer hunting season.

Preliminary license  
sales data

According to a release from the 
DNR, preliminary figures indicate the 
number of  deer hunters in Wisconsin 

slightly increased compared to 2023. 
As of  11:59 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 1, 

2024, sales for deer hunting privileges 
(which include gun, archery, crossbow, 
conservation patron, and sports 
licenses) reached 791,023, up from 
788,697 for the same time period last 
year. Of  those, 553,652 were for gun 
privileges only, up from 553,479 in 2023.

Scene from Wisconsin state park
 Karel Bock

Merrill’s annual Lighted Christmas Parade

See HUNTING RECAP 
page 5

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

Left Photo: As is tradition in the annual Merrill Lighted Christmas Parade, Santa Claus rides in the bucket of Merrill Fire Department’s 
Engine 63, high up where all the children can see him and he can assist with lighting the tree at the end of the parade. Right Photo: 
Santa waves at the children.  

Children bundled up against the cold wave from a float in the parade. Joseph Frederick photos.

The lit Christmas tree on the 
Lincoln County Courthouse 
lawn always warms the heart 
and adds to the feeling of 
Christmas spirit.

A lighted elf on a unicycle. 
That’s not something you see 
every day.

Use salt sparingly, if at all,  
on sidewalks and roads

Prevent water pollution by opting for sand instead of salt
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Northcentral Wisconsin Storm Water Coalition 
(NWSWC) wants to remind area residents to use extreme 
caution when salting sidewalks and driveways to prevent 
water pollution. According to the NWSWC, it only takes 
one teaspoon of  salt to pollute five gallons of  water to a 
level that is toxic for freshwater ecosystems. 

By adopting other practices, you can minimize your use 
of  salt in winter and protect Wisconsin waters. 

They offer these tips:  
• Shovel - Clear walkways and other areas before the 

snow turns to ice. The more snow you remove manually, 

the less salt you’ll have to use and the more effective it will 
be.

• Let the sun take over - If  shoveled area gets some 
sun, you may not need to do anything else even if  the 
temperature is below freezing.

• Sand - Sand is abrasive, so when applied on ice, it makes 
it safer to walk on the slippery surface immediately, so 
use sand instead of  salt. If  it snows again, you’ll need to 
reapply more sand. Note:  “Sandbox sand” is difficult to 
spread because it has smaller grains and sticks together 
easier. Look for “sand” or “masonry sand.” Definitely use 

See SALT SPARINGLY page 11



Dan C. Koblitz
Attorney & Counselor at Law

Need Assistance with Probate?
Integrity • Compassion • Commitment

www.koblitzlawfirm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlawfirm.com

Phone:
301-960-5857

Following the death of a loved one, let us help guide
you through the estate administration process.
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PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINES

PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINESPINESPINES

Farm Fresh
Brown Eggs
$399 dz.

We will close at
4:00 pm on Christmas
and New Year’s Eve and
closed on Christmas &

New Year’s Day.

DELI SPECIALS
Regular or Dill
Havarti Cheese
$429 lb.

Sandwich Pepperoni
$649 lb.
Makes
Great Pizza!

Frozen Dough
Holiday Variety Cutout
Cookies
$899 24 ct.
Bake & Decorat

Heavy Fleece
Blankets
Queen Size
$55 each

12+ Beautiful
Designs

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.

42
64

33

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

ate!

Christmas Hymn Sing
EVERYONEWELCOME!

Friday, December 20th, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for an evening of worship - a capella singing, a devotional, and refreshments.

Hosted by the Gleason Mennonite Church
Location: the Gleason Mennonite Church
N5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI 54435

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before his presence with singing. Psalm 100:1, 2

33
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75

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Make The Perfect Gift!

MENTION THIS AD
& Get An Additional $10 for Every $50

Worth of Gift Certificates You Purchase!

BUY YOUR SEASON PASS NOW & SAVE!

SAVE ON:SAVE ON:
• Clothing• Clothing
• Equipment• Equipment
•• AccessoriesAccessories

1604 O’Day St.
Merrill

715-536-2529

Merrill
Golf
Club

AT MERRILL GOLF CLUB

PRO SHOP
CHRISTMAS BLOWOUT SALE

• Food Available Saturday, December 14th!
• Refreshments available

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH • 10 AM - 4 PM 43
02
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43
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225758 Rib Mt. Dr.
Wausau • 355-4462

Your One-Stop
Baking Headquarters

Largest Selection of Frozen
Pastry, Strudel, Scone, Roll &
Bread Doughs in the country!

We offer the largest selection of holiday Sprinkles & baking
sugars you’ll ever find.

Baking Flours • Candy Cherries Nuts
Chocolate Chips

Melting White Milk & Dark Chocolate
Holiday Hours: M-F 9-8; Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-5

Mini Holiday Cookie Dough:
Butter Spritz, Mexican
Wedding, Toffee, Maple
Walnut, Mint and More

Ready to Bake & Decorate Sugar
Circle Cutouts, Assortment of

Trees, Snowmen, & Stars 24ct.,
Gingerbread Men Cutouts 12ct.

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

2011 E. Main Street
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 536-7121

Fax: (715) 539-3686

Ad & News Deadlines:
Display Advertising:
12:30 p.m. Monday

Classified Advertising:
11:30 a.m. Monday

News or press release submissions
must be one week prior to pub date.

THE FOTO NEWS (ISSN 0191-8958) is published weekly by Multi Media Channels LLC, N2919
County Road QQ, Waupaca WI 54981. Subscription price by mail: $100 per year; domestic U.S. Mail
only, nonrefundable but transferable. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE FOTO NEWS,
2011 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.

Patrick J. Wood
Publisher
publisher@mmclocal.com

Tim Schreiber
General Manager
tschreiber@mmclocal.com

Niki Piechota
Graphic Designer

Tina L. Scott
Editor
tscott@mmclocal.com

Jennifer Gartmann
Sales Consultant
jgartmann@mmclocal.com

Heidi Schult
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Heidi Griebel
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

430279In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Ground Beef
80% Lean - Frozen
16 oz.....................................ONLY

$299
a lb

Sweet Potato
Fries - Frozen
15 oz.............................................ONLY99¢

Hot Dogs
Frozen
16 oz.............................................ONLY99¢

Bologna Fully Cooked
Unsliced - Frozen
9 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Onion Rings
Breaded - Frozen
21bs.............................................ONLY

$299

Chicken Breast
Skinless, Boneless
Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Bratwurst Original
Fully Cooked - Frozen
19 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Turkey Breast
Sliced, Fully Cooked
Frozen
32 oz............................................ONLY

$399

Hashbrowns
Oval Patties - Frozen
45 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Yogurt
Blueberry

12-6 oz. .......................................ONLY
$399

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat

8 oz...............................................ONLY99¢

Shredded Cheese
Cheddar

5 lbs.............................................ONLY
$899

Butter
Salted Quarters

16 oz............................................ONLY
$299

Shredded Cheese
Monterey Jack Cheddar

25 lbs....................................ONLY
$149

a lb

Mozzarella Cheese
Diced

10 lbs..........................ONLY
$179

a lb

Havarti Cheese
9 lbs......................................ONLY

$249
a lb

American Cheese
Yellow, Sliced

5 lbs.............................................ONLY
$799

Tator Tots
Frozen

5 lbs.............................................ONLY
$799

Payday Candy
Snack Size Bars
11.6 oz.........................................ONLY

$149

Pretzel Crisp
Garlic-Herb
12 oz............................................ONLY

$189

Saltine Crackers
16 oz.............................................ONLY99¢

Cheese Crackers
Extra Toasty
21 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Elbow Pasta
16 oz.............................................ONLY99¢

Chicken Breast
Chunks Raw
Seasoned - Frozen
6 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Hot Dogs
Pretzel Wrapped
Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Banana Bread
Ready to Bake, Frozen
30 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Pork Crumbles
Italian - Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Ham Off the Bone
Whole - Frozen
9 lbs......................................ONLY

$169
a lb

Bacon Hardwood
Maple-Smoked-Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Co-Jack Cheese
Horns
6 lbs......................................ONLY

$289
a lb

Pepperoni Pizza
Frozen
18 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Summer Sausage
Garlic
16 oz............................................ONLY

$169

Mint Patties
Dark Chocolate
24.9 oz.........................................ONLY

$399

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
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Dear Reader,

Christmas holds many meanings for those who 
celebrate this special day and 
the season that surrounds it. At 
its heart, Christmas signifies 
the birth of  Christ, a moment of  
profound spiritual importance. 
But it also brings to mind the joy 
of  giving, with gifts and presents 
for little boys and girls, each 
package wrapped with love and 
anticipation.

While we often find ourselves 
striving to be our best during the holiday season, the 
true magic of  Christmas shines brightest in the eyes of  a 
child. In their wonder and delight, we are reminded of  the 
simple, pure joy that this time of  year brings.

Merry Christmas to all.
PATRICK J. WOOD

Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Joys and Blessings 
of  Christmas

PUBLISHER’S LETTER DATCP: How to avoid holiday 
shopping scams

The Wisconsin 
Department of  Agriculture, 
Trade, and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP) is 
reminding consumers to 
be on alert for common 
holiday shopping scams.

“During the winter 
holidays, many 
Wisconsinites exchange 
gifts to bring joy and 
show their appreciation 
for others,” DATCP said. 
“Unfortunately, scammers 
also know that gift buying 
and giving is a holiday 
tradition and will try to take 
advantage of  consumers’ 
good intentions.” 

Package delivery 
scams

“Have you received a text 
message about a failed or 

delayed package delivery? 
Knowing that many 
consumers make their 
holiday purchases online, 
scammers send these texts 
and emails hoping you will 
click on the link they send,” 
DATCP said. “But opening 
that link will direct you 
to a convincing copy of  a 
real delivery company’s 
website that asks for your 
personal information or an 
additional ‘shipping fee.’” 

DATCP’s tips: To check 
the status of  a delivery, 
go directly to the delivery 
company’s or retailer’s 
website. Don’t click the 
links in a text or email. 

Online marketplace 
scams

Online marketplaces 

like Craigslist, eBay, or 
Facebook Marketplace 
allow users to buy and sell 
products directly with each 
other. 

“Whether you are 
selling or buying, be wary 
if  a user asks you to pay 
upfront, requests you 
move your conversation to 
text messages or another 
platform, or says they need 
you to send them a security 
code—which could give 
them access to your private 
accounts,” DATCP said. 

DATCP’s tips: Keep 
conversations on the 
platform they started 
on. Never send anyone a 
security code sent to you, 
for any reason. 

Fake website scams
DATCP said scammers 

create fake versions of  
common retailers’ websites, 
then try to trick consumers 
into making “purchases” 
on the fraudulent platform. 

“They may use ads, social 
media posts, or emails 
and text messages to draw 
users in,” DATCP said. 
“By making a ‘purchase’ 
on a fake website, you 
are sending money to a 
scammer and giving them 
your payment information, 
which could lead to further 
fraudulent charges or even 
identity theft.” 

DATCP’s tips: Never 
open a link you are 
sent, even for a familiar 
site. Instead type the 
address directly into your 
browser. Before entering 
any information, closely 
examine a website’s address 
for unusual phrasing or 
incorrect spelling, and 
confirm that “HTTPS” 
(not “HTTP”) is at the 
beginning of  the address 
before entering personal 

See SHOPPING 
SCAMS page 11



Trinity Lutheran Church

107 N. State Street

Merrill, WI 54452
430146

Sunday, December 15, 2024
1:00 p.m.

The Firm Foundation Ringers Present:

W6322 CTH-OMedford,WI 54451 1-800-688-0104

• One piece Polyethylene construction
• Available in two sizes 68”or 78”diameter
• 5 or 6 window option
• 9”x 26”smoked glass oval windows
•Window in door • Roof vent option
• Windows & door frame with weather stripping
• Designed for gun or bow
• 2 1/2”bottom flange for ground staking
• Easily mounted to your raised platform
• Costs up to 30% less than many other brands

FROM$989 to $1149 Hunting
Blinds 36

53
93

1104 E. Third Street, Merrill • 715-536-4722

St. John Lutheran Church

You are invited to

Sunday, December 15th • 8:00 & 10:30 amSunday, December 15th • 8:00 & 10:30 am

Church ServicesChurch Services

431706

Cookie Walk after allCookie Walk after all

Saturday, December 14th • 5:30 pmSaturday, December 14th • 5:30 pm

Christmas ConcertChristmas Concert
Living River QuartetLiving River Quartet

HILDEBRAND
Funeral Home

&
Cremation
Specialists

SIMPLY
CREMATION
$1,500

Includes basic services
and crematory fee

715-365-4343
Serving all of

northern Wisconsin

41
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Brickners
Park City,Inc.

433328

3000 EAST MAIN STREET MERRILL
Phone: (715) 536-2833

Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)
LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

Visit our web site at www.bricknersparkcity.net

2025 RAM 1500 Crew Cab Big Horn
• $11,000 off all Big Horn Crews!

#37014

2024 RAM 3500 Dually
• Cummins Diesel

#36018

2024 RAM 3500 Crew Cab
• 6.4 L HEMI

#36060

2024 RAM 3500 Chassis Cab
• 6.4 L HEMI

#36208

2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee
• 3rd Row Seating

#37025

2024 Jeep Compass 4x4
• 32 MPG-HWY

#36294

$11,000
OFF $49,860* $43,215*

$11,500
OFF

$10,000
OFF $26,495*

• Plus tax, title, license and service fees.

SPONSORED BY

715-536-202042
50
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Shadow is looking for a home to
call her own where she can be the
queen bee and get all the cat nip
she can handle! This goofy girl is
going to need to be the only pet
but believe us Shadow will keep
you entertained!

Visit all the adoptable animals at
Lincoln County Humane Society,
310 N Memorial Dr., Merrill. Hours:
Mon-Sat 12-4 PM & Sun 12-2 PM.

Pet of the Week

Chase Kanapka shot aChase Kanapka shot a
nice 8 point buck huntingnice 8 point buck hunting
with his Dad Jason inwith his Dad Jason in

Harrison Hills on openingHarrison Hills on opening
day of the Gun Season.day of the Gun Season.

432784

Thursday, December 12, 2024 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 3 3Galella sentenced after reaching plea agreement
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, 
in Lincoln County Circtui 
Court, 23-three-year-old 
Vincent Galella of  Merrill 
was sentenced, after 
reaching a plea agreement 
with the State of  Wisconsin, 
in separate charges brought 
against the defendant in 
2023 stemming from two 
alleged incidents with two 
different women, one in 
2023 and the other in 2018 
when he was still a minor. 

The Sentencing Hearing 
for Galella started with 
Galella withdrawing a 
previous plea agreement 
he had reached with the 
State earlier this summer 
and replacing it with a 
very similar but slightly 
different stipulated plea 
agreement, which the court 
accepted. 

The new stipulated 
plea agreement combined 
charges previously brought 
against Galella, first in May 
2023 alleging an incident 
to have occurred the night 
prior, and then in July 
2023 alleging an incident 
previously reported and 
alleged to have occurred in 
March 2018 when Galella 
was 17 years old and the 
victim 14 years old. 

In the first case, Galella 
was originally charged 
with attempted first degree 
sexual assault, operation of  
a firearm while intoxicated, 
and first degree recklessly 
endangering safety. In the 
second case, Galella was 
originally charged with 
attempted first degree 
sexual assault - intercourse 
with a person under age 16 
- by use or threat of  force 
or violence, second degree 
sexual assault of  a child 
under 16 years of  age, and 
false imprisonment.

Under the plea 
agreement, Galella pled 
No Contest to an amended 
felony charge of  false 
imprisonment [replacing 
the charge of  attempted 
first degree sexual assault] 
and was subsequently 
found Guilty by virtue of  
that plea by Judge Galen 
Bayne-Allison and also pled 
No Contest to the felony 
charge of  first degree 
recklessly endangering 
safety and was also found 
Guilty by virtue of  that plea 
by Judge Bayne-Allison. 
The misdemeanor charge 
of  operating a firearm 
while intoxicated was 
dismissed but read into the 
record for sentencing, all 
in relation to the first case 
or set of  charges. Per the 
plea agreement, Galella 

also pled No Contest to an 
amended felony charge of  
4th degree sexual assault 
[replacing the charge of  
attempted first degree child 
sexual assault - intercourse 
with a person under age 16 
- by use of  threat of  force 
or violence] and was found 
Guilty by virtue of  that plea 
by Galen Bayne-Allison, 
and the charges of  second 
degree sexual assault of  a 
child under 16 years of  age 
and false imprisonment 
were both dismissed but 
read into the record for 
sentencing in regard to the 
July 2023 charges that date 
back to the 2018 incident. 

Ultimately, Judge 
Bayne-Allison addressed 
the defendant directly 
during sentencing, saying, 
“You attempted to rape 
two women.” While he 
acknowledged Galella’s 
admitted problems with 
alcohol and substance 
abuse contributed to the 
situation, he also said 
those substances only 
serve to lower inhibitions 
and that the fundamental 
desire for such behavior 
needs to be addressed 
with the appropriate 
treatment. Bayne-Allison 
said he had reviewed and 
carefully considered all 
the documents filed in the 
case, including the AODA 
Evaluation and Doctor’s 
Report; the State and 
Defendant’s sentencing 
recommendation and 
defense sentencing 
memorandum; and the 
many character letters 
submitted on behalf  
of  the defendant; and 
that probation is always 
the first consideration, 
however, he felt some 
level of  confinement was 
warranted due to the 
seriousness of  the crimes. 

Judge Bayne-Allison 
then sentenced Galella 
to four years in state 
prison—three years 
incarceration with one year 
extended supervision—
for the charge of  false 

imprisonment, and opted 
to withhold sentencing but 
gave Galella seven years 
on probation for the charge 
of  first degree recklessly 
endangering safety, with 
that to run concurrently 
[at the same time] as his jail 
time. 

For the amended charge 
of  fourth degree sexual 
assault, Judge Bayne-
Allison also opted to 
withhold sentencing but 
gave Galella an additional 
two years on probation, to 
run consecutively [after 
the first seven years on the 
other charge]. 

The judge declined 
to require sex offender 
registry but maintains 
the right to require such 
registration in the future, 

depending on Galella’s 
future conduct, he said. 

Galella was given credit 
for three days already 
served in custody.

Judge Bayne-Allison 
ordered Galella to write 
apology letters to his 
victims but advised him 
to wait until he had been 
undergoing treatment 
and better understood the 
reasons for his actions 
before doing so, said letters 
to go through the District 
Attorney’s office, as he is 
to have no other contact 
with the victims. He also 
cautioned Galella that he 
is to maintain absolute 
sobriety and spoke at 
length about his lapse in 
sobriety earlier this year—
which had been a condition 

of  his release on bond—and 
which put his case and his 
family’s resources at risk. 
Galella is not to consume or 
possess alcoholic beverages 
or controlled substances 
but may take prescribed 
medications in the 
prescribed dosages. During 

the nine-year timeframe, 
he may not go on tavern/
bar premises, beer tents, or 
any establishment where 
the main purpose is for 
the sale of  alcohol except 

See GALELLA 
page 11



Lana L. Droske
 Lana L. Droske, of Van Dyne, died on De cem ber 6, 2024 at
the age of 82 at Lakeshore Manor in Oshkosh. Lana was
born on July 9, 1942 in Elcho, a daugh ter of the late Robert
and Lila (Diemel) Van duser. She mar ried Ver non Stog bauer
who passed away in 1990, later mar ry ing John Droske who
pre ceded her in death in 2008.
 Sur vivors in clude daugh ter, Eliz a beth (Jef frey) Gun drum of
Ap ple ton; two sons, Robert (Mar i lyn) Stog bauer of Van
Dyne and Christo pher (Deb o rah) Stog bauer of Mer rill; nine
grand chil dren, Matt Stog bauer, Chris tine Aurit, Jonathon
Stog bauer, An drew Stog bauer, Jef frey Stog bauer, Rus sell
Stog bauer,  Kait lyn  Voss,  Jacob  Gun drum,  and  Zachary
Gun drum; seven great-grand chil dren; and a brother, Wal lace
Van duser. She is also sur vived by many beloved nieces,
nephews, and friends.
 In ad di tion to her par ents and hus bands, she was pre ceded in
death by her sis ters, Crys tal Lor ing, and Mar lene Be langer
and a beloved niece, Doreen Weis.
 Lana was raised in Bay field, and cher ished her years there.
In  their  Franklin,  Wis con sin  years  Lana  and  Vern  were
mem bers of the Mil wau kee Coast Guard Aux il iary. After
rais ing their fam ily, Lana and Vern op er ated the Gold Coast
Inn Motel in Antigo. After Vern’s pass ing, she re lo cated to
New Mex ico and then Ok la homa with John and they en joyed
many years there until his death. Lana re turned to Wis con sin
in 2008 where she was able to spend time with her chil dren
and grand chil dren, en ter tain ing them with her quick wit, ice
cream eat ing prowess, singing of clas sics by artists like Tom
Lehrer, and telling of never end ing sto ries. She was often
heard say ing to a grand child “ Did I ever tell you about? “
Al though she often had, they all gra ciously lis tened to hear
per haps a new tid bit or twist to the story.
 Through out her life she had a love for an tiques, garage
sales, and auc tions which she shared with Vern, John and
many friends through out her years, es pe cially her dear
friend, Dawn. Lana was an ex pert Crib bage, Scrab ble and
Yahtzee player in her day and was al ways proud when she
held the “high score”. She had a love of gam bling slots that
brought her hours of en joy ment, often claim ing it as her “off
to work” time . She and Vern were mem bers of Bass Lake
Coun try Club and en joyed their years of golf ing there. Lana
lived  her  life  on  her  own  terms  and  was  often  a  force
to  be  reck oned  with.  She  was  a  woman  of  firm  faith
and con vic tions. She raised her chil dren in a strong Chris t ian
tra di tion. Lana has been a true bless ing to her en tire fam ily,
she will live on in many hearts and trea sured mem o ries.
 A grave side ser vice will be held at a later date at Wood lawn
Ceme tery in Mat toon.
 A spe cial thank you to Lakeshore Manor for their lov ing
care  of  Lana  over  the  past  few  years  and  to  Pre cep tor
Hos pice dur ing her last weeks. In lieu of flow ers do na tions
can be made in Lana’s name to Lakeshore Manor, 711
Bayshore Drive, Oshkosh, Wis con sin, 54901.
 Bradley Fu neral Home is as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ‐
ments. On line con do lences at www. bradleyfh. com.

Velda E. John son “Dolly”
 Velda  E.  John son  “Dolly”,
age 93,  of Woodruff, for merly
of Wausau,  passed  away  on
De cem ber 1, 2024 at Mile stone
Se nior Liv ing in Woodruff.
 Velda was born on Jan u ary 24,
1931 in Brokaw, Wis con sin to
Elmer and Dora Gus tavson.
She grad u ated from Wausau
High School. Velda mar ried
Floyd J. John son of Mer rill on
Oc to ber 2, 1950.
 While her son and daugh ter
were in el e men tary School,
Velda served for years as a
ded i cated Girl Scout Troop
Leader and a Cub Scout Den

Mother; she reg u larly vol un teered as a Grant El e men tary
School “room mother”, as sist ing the class room teach ers with
spe cial events, fundrais ers, and field trips. When her chil dren
were in mid dle school, she re turned to work at Hof fer’s
Glass of Wausau as a data proces sor.
 Velda was a long-time mem ber of Wes ley Methodist Church
in  Wausau.  She was  an  ac tive  mem ber  of  the  Shrine
Aux il iary at the Wausau Ma sonic Lodge, YWCA and the
YWCA An tique Study Club. Velda greatly en joyed play ing
bridge with her cir cle of friends. She was a huge dog lover
and  owned  three  dif fer ent  minia ture  schnau zers  over  her
life time.
 After re tire ment from Hof fer’s Glass; Velda and Floyd spent
18 years as an tique deal ers. She en joyed find ing beau ti ful
an tique glass ware, china, and ce ramic pieces for their shop
in Mer rill’s An tique Mall.
 Velda and Floyd en joyed golf ing and tak ing pon toon boat
rides with fam ily and friends at the fam ily cot tage on Bear
Lake in Hazel hurst, Wis con sin and win ter trips to In ver ness,
Florida. To cel e brate their 50th an niver sary, they cel e brated
in Hawaii.
 She is sur vived by her chil dren Ron John son, of Wausau and
Sally (Mike) Young, of Chippewa Falls; grand daugh ter
Dorie (Dr. Adam) Klassen of Oak Har bor, WA. She is fur ther
sur vived by other rel a tives and friends. She is pre ceded in
death by her hus band, Floyd and sis ter Ra mona White.
 A pri vate memo r ial ser vice will be held at a later date.
Memo ri als  in  Velda’s  name  may  be  sent  to  Shriner’s
Chil dren’s Hos pi tal-Twin Cities (www. shr iner schi ldre ns. org/ 
en/ locations/ twin- cities)   or   Marathon   County   Hu mane
So ci ety  (Make  A  Do na tion) .

Lawrence Paul (Larry)
Kader avek, age 75, of Tom a ‐
hawk, WI for merly of Rich land
County, passed away un ex pect ‐
edly on Thurs day, No vem ber
28, 2024 at As pirus Hos pi tal,
Wausau.
He was born on De cem ber 13,
1948, in Rich land Cen ter Hos ‐
pi tal, the son of Paul and Lois
(Long) Kader avek. He was
mar ried on July 18, 1970, to
Cather ine Ann Jones of Rich ‐
land Cen ter, Wis con sin. She
pre ceded him in death. He was
mar ried to Kris tine Ko mosa on

June 2, 2006.
Larry grad u ated from Rich land Cen ter High School in 1967
where he was a cham pion wrestler and star foot ball player.
He grad u ated Luther Col lege in 1971 where he played col le ‐
giate foot ball and re ceived a Magna Cume Laude de gree in
his tory. He had a suc cess ful, decades-long man age ment ca ‐
reer in the au to mo tive in dus try through out Wis con sin, and
was most re cently em ployed with Harley David son Se cu rity
in Tom a hawk.
His life long pas sions in cluded walk ing, work ing out, fish ing,
watch ing na ture and sur round ings on the lake by their home
in Tom a hawk, hunt ing and spend ing time with fam ily and
friends. He es pe cially loved en joy ing time at the Kader avek
farm in Rich land County, play ing eu chre with fam ily and
watch ing sports, en joy ing the beauty of the area and vis it ing
with neigh bors that stopped in. His pres ence will be greatly
missed at all the events at the re cently awarded 100-year
farm, es pe cially the an nual Farmeged don.
Sur vivors in clude his wife, Kris tine of Tom a hawk, WI; son,
LTC(R) Robert (Cather ine) Kader avek of Pe wau kee and
their chil dren Sarah, Grace and Emma; son, Matthew
(Laura) Kader avek of Tom a hawk; daugh ter, Larissa Kader ‐
avek and her sons Kane and Kael Dahler of Sun Prairie.
Step daugh ter Paula As chbren ner (Todd) and their chil dren
Caitlin and Cole of Wausau, and a sis ter Diane Kader avek
(Robert An glin) of Madi son. Also, nieces and nephews and
ex tended fam ily mem bers.
He was pre ceded in death by his Par ents, Paul and Lois
Kader avek and by his first wife, Cather ine.
Fu neral ser vices will be held on Sat ur day, De cem ber 14,
2024 at 11:00 AM at Stafford Fu neral Home in Rich land
Cen ter with bur ial in the St. Mary’s Catholic Ceme tery. Vis i ‐
ta tion will be at the fu neral home from 9:30 AM – 11:00
AM.
Memo ri als may be made to White tails Un lim ited Wis con sin
Head quar ters. On line con do lences avail able at www. sta ffor 
dfun eral home s. com. The Stafford Fu neral Home is as sist ing
the fam ily with the arrange ments

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com
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Personal Memorialist
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In Memoriams
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in ding
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one.It’s hard to believe it’s
been 2 years already
since you le s.
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every day.

Love & Miss You
Jane, Sue & Bob

In Loving
Memory of

JOHN DOE
Apr. 9, 1954-Aug. 6, 2014
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WAID FUNERAL
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SERVICE
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www.WaidFuneral.com
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

Planning
ahead creates
peace-of-mind

Call today for your
free consultation.

41
05

76

San dra A. Spears
 San dra A. Spears died peace ‐
fully with her fam ily at her
side on De cem ber 1, 2024.
Sandy loved chil dren, es pe ‐
cially her grand chil dren and
great grand child. She took care
of many chil dren dur ing her
life and was known to all as
“Nana Sandy.” She was an
avid seam stress, shar ing her
tal ents with many.
 Sandy was born in 1943 and
lived in Mer rill her en tire life.
She worked at Church Mu tual
as an audit spe cial ist for 24
years.

 She was pre ceded in death by her hus band Ron Spears, her
par ents Her man and Ivy (Gart mann) Hoff man, a brother
Har vey Hoff man, two sis ters Susan Hoff man and Karen
Diels, and her son, Todd Spears. She is sur vived by her son
Dean (Jean) Spears, daugh ter Tammy (Trevor) LaRene,
grand chil dren Ben nett and Ethan (Becca) LaRene, Tasha and
Todd Spears, and great-grand daugh ter Ivy LaRene, as well
as many beloved friends and rel a tives.
 The fam ily would like to thank the staff of As pirus Mer rill
Emer gency De part ment and the As pirus Car diac ICU staff in
Wausau, as well as the Mer rill Po lice De part ment.
 Waid Fu neral Home and Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com. In
lieu of flow ers, do na tions can be made to the Amer i can
Heart As so ci a tion, or in sup port of organ do na tion, or to St
Stephen United Church of Christ in Mer rill.
 A cel e bra tion of life will be held at the Ea gles Club, Sun day,
Jan u ary 12, 2025, from 1-4pm.

Sher ryl L. West fall
 Sher ryl    L.    West fall,   72,
of  Glea son,  passed  away
Thurs day, No vem ber 28, 2024,
at  her  home  sur rounded  by
her  fam ily.
 Sher ryl was born Feb ru ary 5,
1952, in Rhinelander, daugh ter
of Con nie Bruns. She mar ried
Steven West fall in 1997, he
sur vives. Sher ryl worked at the
for mer Hurd Mill work, Mer rill
for  over  20  years.  After  she
re tired from Hurd, she took a
po si tion with In no v a tive and
was a care giver for adults with
spe cial needs.

 Sher ryl and Steve en joyed spend ing quiet morn ings sit ting
on  their  porch  drink ing  Fol gers  cof fee.  She  loved  their
prop erty in Glea son and the peace and quiet of the coun try.
Sher ryl en joyed gar den ing and tak ing care of her plants. She
had a green thumb and often nursed her daugh ter’s plants
back to health.
 Sher ryl  loved  hum ming birds  and  had  col lec tions  of
hum ming birds and an gels. She and Steve en joyed rid ing
their Harley. Sher ryl en joyed shop ping and was ob sessed
with  QVC.  She  also  liked  read ing  mag a zines,  pick ing
straw ber ries and mak ing jam, and can ning. She adored her
lit tle great-grand chil dren.
 Sur vivors in clude her hus band, Steve West fall of Glea son;
chil dren, David Ran dall of Irma, Gary ‘Tookey’ (Mindy)
Ran dall of Irma, An gela (Cort ney Clark) Dupke of Wausau,
and Char ity Dupke of Mer rill; eleven grand chil dren; nine
great-grand chil dren; and sib lings, Sandy (David) Baker of
Texas and Penn syl va nia, Sheila Rogers of Illi nois, Diane
(Gene) Hegerman of Illi nois, Faron Heck linger (Kim) of
Bara boo,  and  Chris  (Mary  Lou)  Heck linger  of  Illi nois.
Sher ryl  was  pre ceded  in  death  by  her  mother,  Con nie
Heck linger; in fant daugh ter, Linda Ran dall; sis ter, Cathy
Heck linger; and brother-in-law, Roy Rogers.
 A cel e bra tion of Sher ryl’s life will take place at a later date.
Tay lor-Stine Fu neral & Cre ma tion, Mer rill, is as sist ing the
fam ily. On line con do lences may be made at www. 
taylorstine. com
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Fred M. Reader
 Fred M. Reader,
91, of Mer rill, for ‐
merly of the Town
of Sch ley, Lin coln
County, passed
away Tues day, De cem ber 3,
2024, at Pine Crest Nurs ing
Home, Mer rill.
 Fred was born Jan u ary 14,
1933, in Chicago, son of the
Harry and Nelli Reader. He
met Dorothy Hulke and they
mar ried on April 14, 1956. She
passed away on April 29, 2013.
 Fred was raised by his fa ther,
Harry and step mother, Dorothy

John son in Chicago. At age 5, he went to his Aunt Jeanette
Helms’ farm in Rhinelander. In the fall, he trav eled back
down to Chicago for the school year. When he vis ited
Rhinelander, he rode the train all by him self. He did this for
two years. Shortly after his 7th birth day, his brother Keith
put him back on the train and Fred headed back to
Rhinelander for good. Fred re ally dis liked Chicago and
loved being on the farm.
 By age 8, Fred was work ing in the woods. By age 10, he
was skid ding all the pulp out and cut ting the logs with a two-
man saw. Fred went to school in Glea son for nine years. In
1947, he left school to work on a farm in Glea son.
 At age 22, Fred was drafted into the United States Army. He
began his tour in 1956 at Fort Leonard Wood in Mis souri. He
had basic train ing at Fort Lewis in Wash ing ton and ad vanced
train ing at Fort Richard son in Alaska. Fred was sta tioned at
Eiel son  Air  Force  Base  in  Alaska  until  his  hon or able
dis charge and ‘mus ter ing out’ on No vem ber 6, 1957.
 He was home from the Army for three days, be fore he took
a job at the cheese fac tory. He was of fered a job at Page Milk
Com pany in 1961 and worked there until they closed in
1973. Fred then worked at WCA for two years and then for
Lunda Bridge Resur fac ing for an other two years. In 1978, he
began work ing at North ern Wire in Do er ing. He re tired for
the first time in 1998. He then worked for Mer rill Equip ment
for four years and North ern Wire for four years. Fred also
worked  oc ca sion ally  for  Polak’s  Maple  Hol low.  His 
final  re tire ment  came  in  2006.
 Fred’s  fa vorite  pas times  in cluded  watch ing  West erns,
play ing  slow  pitch  for  Mosser’s  and  Nick E laines,  and
bowl ing with Dorothy. Every Wednes day night, Dorothy and
Fred would make sup per for their grand kids. After they ate,
they  would  play  sev eral  games  of  poker.  This  tra di tion
con tin ued on after Dorothy passed away and up until just a
few  weeks  ago.
 Sur vivors in clude his daugh ters, Denise (Dan) Den gel of
Mer rill and Melody (Richard) Cisar of Oconto, WI; son, Tim
(Sandy) Reader of Mer rill; grand chil dren and great grand ‐
chil dren, Kassi Jo (Joshua) Er ick son of Mer rill, Krista
(Andy) Lewandowski of Mer rill, Nikole (Kyle) Ver gin of
Oshkosh, Gre gory (Kayla) Cisar of Howard, Megan Reader
(John Suggs) of Mer rill, and Mal lory (Luke) Rose of Mer rill;
great grand chil dren, Bella, Noah, Alay nah, Beck ett, Hadley,
Carter, Quni ton and one on-the way; and step brother, Harold
(Linda) Reader of Har shaw.
 Fred was pre ceded in death by his wife, Dorothy Reader;
daugh ter, Kerry Reader; par ents; sib lings, Mil dred ‘Mil lie’
(Robert) Mor ris, Keith (Sara) Reader, Buehla ‘Sis’ (Don ald)
Bart let, Charles Reader, Ardell Reader, and Earl Reader; and
step-brother, Harry Reader.
The  fu neral  ser vice  for  Fred  was  held  at  11:00  A.M.,
Mon day, De cem ber 9, 2024, at St. John Lutheran Church,
Mer rill. Rev. David Szeto of fi ci ated. The bur ial took place in
Trin ity Church Ceme tery – Town of Sch ley (Dutch Cor ners)
with mil i tary rites con ducted by V.F.W. Post 1638 - Mer rill.
The fam ily re ceived friends be gin ning at 9:00 A.M. Mon day
at church. Tay lor-Stine Fu neral & Cre ma tion is as sist ing the
fam ily. On line con do lences may be made at www. 
taylorstine. com

DATE SIGNED: December 2, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

KATHLEEN ANN WEGNER
D.O.D. October 23, 2024

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims (Informal Administration)

Case No. 24PR48
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth Sept
3, 1945 and date of death Oct 23, 2024
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of WI, with a mailing address of W1863
Burgener Ave, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main St., Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office, before Becky S. Byer,
Probate Registrar, on 01-23-2025 at
10:15 a.m..
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is March 21, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Atty. Richard Wm. King / King Law
Offices, LLC
1667 Capital Avenue, Suite A
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 233-9588
Bar Number: 1004736
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: December 2, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

LEE GORDON WEGNER
D.O.D. October 23, 2024

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims (Informal Administration)

Case No. 24PR49
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth Feb
19, 1942 and date of death Oct 23, 2024
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of WI, with a mailing address of W1863
Burgener Ave, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main St., Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office, before Becky S. Byer,
Probate Registrar, on 01-23-2025 at
10:00 a.m..
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is March 21, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Atty. Richard Wm. King / King Law
Offices, LLC
1667 Capital Avenue, Suite A Madison,
WI 53705
(608) 233-9588
Bar Number: 1004736
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP

CLAIMS DEADLINE NOTICE
IN THE MATTER OF THE

MJS INCOME TRUST
DATED APRIL 11, 2018

Pursuant to Section 701.0508,
Wisconsin Statues, Kerry Steinagel
and Brian Steinagel, as co-successor
trustees of the MJS Income Trust
dated April 11, 2018, with power to
pay the debts of Judith E. Steinagel,
D.O.D. September 3, 2024, hereby
provides notice that the deadline for
filing claims for payment of debts of
Judith E. Steinagel with Kerry
Steinagel and Brian Steinagel, as Co-
Trustees of the MJS Income Trust
dated April 11, 2018, is April 13, 2025,
being the date four (4) months after
the date of the first insertion of the
notice.
By:/s/Hougum Law Firm, LLC
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200
P.O. Box 1516
Wausau, WI 54402-1516
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: November 14, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

SCOTT A. PFAFF
DOD: 07/31/2024

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024 IN 46
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
05/28/1965 and date of death
07/31/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W5486 Park Avenue,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is 03/07/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main St,
Merrill, Wisconsin, Room Probate Office.
Mary M. John
Eaton Law, LLP
513 Grant St, Wausau, WI 54403
Telephone: 715-843-6700
Bar Number: 1019515
Published 11/28/24, 12/5/24 & 12/12/24

WNAXLP

The City of Merrill Public Works Department will accept bids for
the following equipment at the Merrill City Clerk’s Office, 1004 East
First Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452, until 3:00 p.m. on Thursday,
January 9th, 2025. Bid specifications may be obtained from the
Street Superintendent at (715) 536-4222 or can be found on the
City of Merrill website http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us.

One (1) – 1 Ton 4x4 Cab and Chassis Truck – 84” CA
One (1) – 1 Ton 4x4 Cab and Chassis Truck – 60” CA

One (1) – Dump Box for 1 Ton Truck
One (1) – Service Body for 1 Ton Truck

The City of Merrill reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to
accept any bid they deem advantageous to the City of Merrill.
Dustin Bonack
Street Superintendent
Published December 12 & 19, 2024 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF BID

CITY OF MERRILL
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT LINCOLN COUNTY

Summons
Case No. 2024CV000128
Judge Robert R. Russell

Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404
AmeriSave Mortgage Corporation
Attn: Mortgage Disposition
1 Corporate Drive, Suite 360
Lake Zurich, IL 60047

Plaintiff,
v.
Brian E. Cooke
402 North Prospect Street
Merrill, WI 54452
Brian E. Cooke
112 S. Main Avenue
Dickinson, ND 58601

Defendant.
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you. The complaint,
which is also served upon you, states
the nature and basis of the legal action.
Within 40 days after December 12, 2024
you must respond with a written answer,
as that term is used in chapter 802 of
the Wisconsin Statutes, to the
complaint. The court may reject or
disregard an answer that does not follow
the requirements of the statutes. The
answer must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is Lincoln County
Courthouse 1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI
54452-2579, and to Codilis, Moody &
Circelli, P.C., plaintiff's attorneys, whose
address is 15W030 North Frontage
Road, Suite 200, Burr Ridge, IL 60527.
You may have an attorney help or
represent you.
If you do not provide a proper answer
within 40 days, the court may grant
judgment against you for the award of
money or other legal action requested in
the complaint, and you may lose your
right to object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money
may become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future, and
may also be enforced by garnishment or
seizure of property.
Dated: December 9, 2024.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite
200
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(414) 775-7700
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
50-24-01034
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Electronically signed by
Shawn R. Hillmann
WI State Bar No. 1037005
Emily Thoms
WI State Bar No. 1075844
Published 12/12/24, 12/19/24 & 1/2/25

WNAXLP
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 Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR

Deer hunting license and harvest authorization sales 
will continue throughout the remaining deer hunting 
seasons. Final license sales figures will be available in 
January, when DNR staff will perform a thorough analysis 
and interpretation.

Preliminary harvest totals
DNR said preliminary figures show hunters registered 

189,622 deer during the 2024 gun deer season, including 
89,787 antlered and 99,835 antlerless deer. 

Compared to 2023, the gun season harvest total is up 
5.2% statewide, with the antlered harvest up 3.6% and the 
antlerless harvest up 6.6%.

“Since the opening of  the bow and crossbow seasons, 
Wisconsin hunters have registered 289,361 deer,” DNR 
stated. “This harvest is 8.7% ahead of  the same time last 
year.”

Adams County in the Central Farmland Zone led the 
state with 12.4 deer registered per square mile. Vernon 
County led the Southern Farmland Zone with seven deer 
registered per square mile. Adams County also led the 
Central Forest Zone registering 4.2 deer per square mile. 
Florence County led the Northern Forest Zone with 2.9 
deer registered per square mile.

The DNR’s Wisconsin Deer Harvest Summary webpage 
(tinyurl.com/42emd3wx) contains more information 
regarding preliminary harvest registration totals, 
including county-level numbers.

Local harvest numbers
Locally, for the 2024 traditional nine-day gun season, in 

Lincoln County [in the Northern Forest Zone], hunters 
registered 981 antlered and 664 antlerless deer, for a total 
of  1,645 deer harvested, and in Marathon County [in the 
Central Farmland Zone], hunters registered 3,218 antlered 
and 3,519 antlerless deer, for a total harvest of  6,737 deer.

For the entire 2024 deer season, including bow/crossbow 
season, as of  Dec. 3 at 6:03 a.m. in Lincoln County, hunters 
registered 1,824 antlered and 1,019 antlerless deer, for a 
total of  2,843, and in Marathon County, hunters registered 
5,676 antlered and 5,019 antlerless deer, for a total harvest 
of  10,695 deer. In Lincoln County, more than half  of  
the harvest of  antlered deer occurred during the bow/
crossbow season, prior to the gun deering hunting season. 

Deer hunting seasons continue
The regular gun deer season ran from Saturday, Nov. 

23 through Sunday Dec. 1, followed by the statewide 
muzzleloader season from Monday, Dec. 2 through 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. The statewide antlerless-only four-day 
hunt follows Thursday, Dec. 12, through Sunday, Dec. 15, 
and the antlerless-only holiday hunt in select farmland 
zone counties runs Tuesday, Dec. 24. through Wednesday, 
Jan. 1. 2025.

First harvest certificates available
Hunters of  all ages who harvested their first deer are 

encouraged to highlight this significant occasion with a 
first harvest certificate (tinyurl.com/yc4dv3yk).

2024 gun deer season hunting incidents
As of  Tuesday, Dec. 3, the DNR reported only one 

nonfatal firearm-related hunting incident during the 2024 
gun deer season, in Vernon County, Wheatland Township.

According to the DNR, on Friday, Nov. 29, at 
approximately 4 p.m., a 14-year-old male was sitting in an 
enclosed tower stand with his father, hunting on private 
property. The victim’s father heard what sounded like a 
gunshot in the distance. Shortly after, the victim felt pain 
in his feet and found that he was shot through both the left 
and right foot. The victim was transported privately to the 
hospital and received medical treatment for his injuries. 
The shooter has been identified, and an investigation is 
pending.

Safety reminders
With various hunting seasons continuing through 

January of  next year, the DNR reminds hunters to always 
practice the four primary rules of  firearm safety, known 
as TAB-K:

T – Treat every firearm as if  it is loaded.
A – Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.
B – Be certain of  your target, what’s before it and what’s 

beyond it.
K – Keep your finger outside your trigger guard until you 

are safe to shoot.

HUNTING RECAP from page 1

Check
Us Out
Online!

merrillfotonews.com



POINT

ANTIGO

WITTENBERG

WAUSAU

STEVENS

LUCK IS JUST A SHUTTLE RIDE AWAY
WITTENBERG

HAVE YOUR DRIVER INITIAL AND RECEIVE

DRIVER INITIALS: DATE:
ONE TIME OFFER

Ring in the New Year....Country Style
VFW Post 1638
proudly presents
Bobby Darren
& Sheila Marie
in concert
Wisconsin’s very own
legendary Nashville
recording artists

Tickets: $50
Available at: VFW (715) 536-5708 or email: StarzzProductions@yahoo.com

or at the door the night of the show

432368

National Traditional Hall of Fame Recipient • GMC Country Showdown Finalist
Lifetime Achievement Award in Country Music

Multiple ‘CD of the Year’ Award Winners

VFW-Merrill • 601 Johnson St. • Dec. 31, 2024 • 7pm-midnight

FACING A TIME
CONSTRAINT?
Shop DowntownMerrill
Saturday, December 21st.

Featuring:
• Refreshments
• Drawings
• Free GiftWrapping

JOHNSONS
DOWNTOWNMERRILL

Johnsons will be extending its
hours for your convenience!

Huge parking lot
in back.

433371

Merrill ACE Hardware

5-10 PM | At all Participating Shops
Downtown Merrill

The Humble
Ana Blair’s
Auntie Ray’s

and
Merget’s Mouthwatering Mayhem

working together to present

433361

Merry Merrill Market
SATURDAY
12.21.24

JOIN US FOR GIVEAWAYS,
SALES, MUSIC & DRINKS

AND A LOT OF FUN!

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

DECEMBER BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

HOURS
MONDAY • Noon - 6pm

TUE. - FRI. • Noon - Close
SATURDAY • 11am - Close

SUNDAY • 11am - 6pm

SAT. DEC. 28TH
NEW YEAR’S BINGO

Open 11am • Start 1pm
• 100% Cash Payout

• Drink Specials

SAT. DEC. 14TH
CHRISTMAS BINGO

Open 11am • Start 1pm
• 100% Cash Payout
• Drink Specials & Chili

SMIRNOFF
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

43
33

22

WE SELL FLAGS!WE SELL FLAGS!

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Conference Room & Hall Rental AvailableConference Room & Hall Rental Available

Thursday - Hot Pork Sandwich
Friday - Fish Sandwich

Saturday - 6” Flatbread Pizza
Sunday - 3 for $6 Chicken Legs

Monday - Meatloaf

WEEKLY BRIEFING - DECEMBER 12WEEKLY BRIEFING - DECEMBER 12THTH - 16- 16THTH

43
33

70

Conference Room & Hall Rental A

NEXTWEEKEND!NEXTWEEKEND!
BINGO 4PMBINGO 4PM
SUNDAY,SUNDAY,

DECEMBER 22ND!DECEMBER 22ND!
JACKPOT IS OVER $2,000
& HALF OF SALESTHAT DAY!

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

43
33

66

Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

DINNER SPECIALS FOR DECEMBER

DINNER SERVED FROM 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

TUESDAY NIGHTS
DEC. 17TH - CHIMI’S
DEC. 24TH - CLOSED
DEC. 31ST - RIBS

FRIDAY NIGHTS
DEC. 13TH - SHRIMP
DEC. 20TH - CATFISH

DEC. 27TH - BLUEGILLS

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

Mondays All Seats $5.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
12/13/24 TO 12/19/24

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

42
55

22
42

55
22

KRAVEN THE HUNTER
“R” (2HR 7MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

MOANA 2
“PG” (1HR 4OMIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM & 9:00PM
MERRILL NOON OPTIMIST MOVIE:

$2 ADULTS, KIDS FREE
SATURDAY: 10AM & 1:00PM
SATURDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

WICKED
“PG” (2HR 40MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

THE STAR
“PG” (1HR 26MIN)

SPONSORED BY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
FREE ADMISSION

SATURDAY: 3:30PM

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 28
5PM-8:30PM

43
33

18

Reservations Please!!!
Call Today.

New Year’s Eve
menu is available

5PM-8:30PM

Reservations Please!!!

One Cut Prime Rib and
3 Shrimp with Buffet & Salad Bar
and a Glass of Champagne!

2405 W. Main St. Merrill

W4298 Center Road, Merrill

Stop by the Christmas Tree Farm
for FREE photos with Santa,

cookies & hot cocoa by the fire
and pet the reindeer donkeys!

Sunday, December 15th
1:00 PM until 3:00 PM

VISIT WITH Pets Are
Welcome!

43
33

50
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Check us out online!
  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com

Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar
Dec. 11-12 - City of  Merrill 

Tour of  Lights Bus Tour/
Judging

Dec. 12 - Open Mic Night 
at Sawmill Brewing Co.

Dec. 13 - Free Swing 
Dance Basic Lessons 
at Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 13 - Singing Santa at 
Johnson’s Gift Store

Dec. 14 - Santa in the Fire 
House at Pine River Fire 
Department

Dec. 14 - Free family 
movie at the Cosmo:  STAR, 
sponsored by Trinity 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 14 - Free movie at the 
Cosmo:  Moana 2, sponsored 
by the Optimist Club (Free 
for the kids; $2 for adults)

Dec. 14 - Santa at the 

Sawmill Brewing Co.
Dec. 14 - Living River 

Concert at St. John 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 14 - Christmas Movie 
Trivia at Sawmill Brewing 
Co. 

Dec. 14 - Christmas Bingo 
at Plautz’s Pub

Dec. 15 - Firm Foundation 
Ringers Christmas Concert

Dec. 15 - Santa at East 
Hill Christmas Trees 

Dec. 18 - Trinity Merrill 
Christmas Concert Series: 
The Garms Family

Dec. 18 - Christmas Music 
Trivia and Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Contest at Sawmill 
Brewing Co.

Dec. 21 - Merry Merrill 
Market

Dec. 21 - Blacklight Bingo 

at Bubba’s Pub
Dec. 26 - Critic’s Choice 

Free Movie at T.B. Scott 
Free Library

Dec. 27 - Live Music:  
Mattea Joy at Sawmill 
Brewing Co.

Dec. 28 - Bar Bingo at 
Bubba’s Pub

Dec. 28 - New Year’s 
Bingo at Plautz’s Pub

Dec. 31 - Bingo at St. 
Francis

Dec. 31 - Bobby Darren 
& Sheila Marie REAL 
Country Concert including 
tribute to Hank Williams Sr 
at VFW

For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.org/
events or contact the event 
sponsor.

Aspirus provides info on 
seasonal aff ective disorder

“Do you notice that your 
mood changes with the 
seasons, becoming gloomier 
as the days get shorter?” 
Aspirus Health asked in a 

recent press release. “If  so, 
you might be experiencing 
seasonal aff ective disorder 
(SAD).”

SAD is a type of  
depression marked by a 
recurring seasonal pattern, 
with symptoms typically 
lasting four to fi ve months 
each year, from late fall to 
early spring.

According to the 
American Psychiatric 
Association, approximately 
5% of  adults in the United 
States experience SAD. 

“While anyone can be 
aff ected, research indicates 

that SAD is more prevalent 
in the northern states, 
largely due to reduced 
exposure to sunlight,” said 
Aspirus St. Luke’s Nurse 
Practitioner Courtney 
Shaw. “During the winter 
months, it’s common to 
leave for work in the dark 
and return home after 
sunset, resulting in a 
signifi cant lack of  natural 
light.” 

Aspirus said one of  the 

Shaw Photo courtesy of Aspirus Health

See ASPIRUS
page 11



3000 E. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-2833
Toll Free 800-499-JEEP (5337)NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

The Gift that keeps on giving!
Use for Tires, Oil Changes,
Detailing, Excessories...

Even A New Car!

05490968

GIVE A GIFT CERTIFICATE
The Gift that keeps on giving!
Use for Tires, Oil Changes,

Detailing, Accessories
Even A New Car!

3000 E. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-2833
www.bricknersparkcity.net217756

www.NAPAonline.com

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6,

Sat. 7-4,
Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

Formerly Car Quest

715-453-5534
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30,

Sat. 8-3, Sun. - Closed219195

Give the gift that
keeps on giving...
mile after mile.

Give the gift that
keeps on giving...
mile after mile.

CAR QUEST
OF MERRILL

1209 E. Main Street
715-536-2424

Gift Card

10
44

44

705 N Center Ave, Merrill, WI 54452

(715) 536-9474 • www.merrillchamber.org

This Certificate Entitles
___________________________________________________

To Select MERCHANDISE Valued At $ ____________________

With Best Wishes From
___________________________________________________________________________

Use at all participating Chamber Businesses. Business list available upon request. Available in any amount.

Gift Certificate

VV
o Select MERCHANDISE

With Best
___________________________________________________________________________OIDOID

e Entitles
___________________________________________________

o Select MERCHANDISE Valued At $ ____________________

ith Best Wishes From

21
77

58

A GIFT FOR YOU
$____·____

Amount
To:

From:

Cosmo Theatre · 813 East Main Street · Merrill · 715.536.4473 · cosmomovies.com
Expires: Authorized Signature

The Perfect Gift
For TheMovie Buff
In Your Family!

Gift giving made Easy!

108 S Polk St, Merrill, WI 54452

Gift Certificates available...

70 % OffSave
up
to

431213

43
12

07St Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, WISt Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, WISt Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E.
Gift CardsGift Cards AvailableAvailable

9 AM to 5 PM Monday thru Saturday9 AM to 5 PM Monday thru Saturday

The Perfect GiftThe Perfect Gift
for Everyone!for Everyone! Thrifting

Is Fun!!!

430790

MON - FRI 7 AM - 7 PM
SAT 8 AM - 5 PM
SUN 9 AM - 3 PM

Merrill Ace
Hardware

920 E.Main St.
Merrill,WI

715-536-5822
www.acehardware.com

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE

Between 12/6/24 - 12/24/24. LIMIT 2 FREE GIFT CARDS.
When You Buy a $50 Ace Gift Card

$10 ACE GIFT GIFT CARD
FREE

Offer valid in-store at participating Ace stores, online and app. Although additional gift cards are available for purchase, limit two free $10 gift cards.
Gift cards cannot be used to purchase other gift cards. While supplies last. No rain checks. By purchasing, using or accepting a gift card, you agree to
Ace Card Terms and Conditions, which are available at https://www.acehardware.com/customer-service?/page=gift-cards

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 10PM
3350 E. MAIN ST. • 715-722-0645

Buy $50.00
worth of Arby's

Gift Cards and get a
FREE SANDWICH43

17
15

NOW THRU DECEMBER 24TH, 2024

Established in 1981

536-2481

www.riversideathletic.com

Now through December 31, 2024
Purchase a $5000 Gift Certificate and get

a $1000 Gift Certificate FREE!

Riverside Athletic Club
To:
From:

$5000 Gift Certificate
No Cash Value-Redeemable for Merchandise Only

431286

Happy Holidays from all of
us at Westside Market!

WESTSIDE
MARKET

1504 W Main Street Merrill
715-218-3277

Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Sat-Sun 10am-5pm
VETERAN OWNED! MOM & POP SHOP!

.
.

WE HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR
THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE!!

"YOU BOURBON BELIEVE WE HAVE THE LARGEST

BO
URBO

N
SELECTIO

N
IN

NO
RTHERN

W
I!DISCOUNT GROCERIES AT 1/2 THE PRICE OF BIG BOX STORES!

43
18

34

OVER 52OVER 52
UNIQUEUNIQUE
HARD-HARD-

TO-FINDTO-FIND
GIFT SETS!GIFT SETS!

Celebrating

over 50 years

in Merrill!

3rd St. & Center Ave. • 715-536-6532
Gift Cards Purchased
Thru Dec 24, 2024

Thank You for your Patronage!

10% OFF
• Ice Cream
• Drive Thru
Open Daily
at 10am

u Dec 24,

ou for your Patronage! 430863Thank You for your Patronage!
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‘Tis the Season to Give
    A Gift Certi� cate

f�  everyone on your list!



Optimist Clubs: “Bringing Out the Best in Kids”
Merrill Noon Optimists –Wednesdays at 12:00 noon at the
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake St., Merrill
Adult volunteers join Optimist Clubs to conduct positive
service projects in their communities aimed at providing a
helping hand to youth. Their upbeat attitudes empower youth
to be the best they can be. Optimists International, with 3,000+
clubs, conducts 65,000 service projects, serving more than six
million youth annually. Locally, Merrill Noon Optimists serve
3,000+ area youth, contributing or organizing events and
service projects in our Merrill community.

42
10

41

(715) 551-8016
Gail Abegglen

CONGRATULATIONS!

Sponsored by:

Aubrey Krombholz, an eighth grader at Prairie River Middle School (PRMS), is the November Youth
Optimist of the Month. “Aubrey exemplifies the qualities of a dedicated and hardworking student, consistently
engaging in all class discussions with enthusiasm and genuine curiosity,” said Ms. Danielle Bloch in her
nomination. “She approaches each lesson with a desire to deepen her understanding, never settling for the bare
minimum. Instead, she actively seeks to grasp underlying concepts and their real-world applications, asking
thought-provoking questions that encourage her classmates to think critically and explore new perspectives.”
“Aubrey comes to class well-prepared, demonstrating a strong commitment to her studies. She is a natural
leader, often taking initiative in group activities and fostering collaboration among her peers. Her positive
attitude is infectious, creating an uplifting atmosphere that motivates those around her. Aubrey can always
be trusted to do the right thing, whether that means supporting a classmate in need or upholding classroom
expectations,” she said.
“Whether she is collaborating on a project or participating in a discussion,Aubrey’s enthusiasm and dedication
truly shine through,” Ms. Bloch said. “Her intellectual curiosity not only enhances her own learning but also
inspires her classmates to strive for excellence. For all of the above reasons, Aubrey embodies all of the
qualities of a true Youth Optimist.”
At school, Aubrey is a WEB Leader and is on the PRMS Swim Team, she is an Honor Roll student, and she has earned 26 points in a year in
Fastbridge. Outside of school, she attends Confirmation classes, belongs to Girl Scouts, and helps with the Kids Summer Lunch program. In her free
time, she likes to write creative stories, draw cartoons, and is learning animation. Aubrey is the daughter of Kristi and Tyler Krombholz of Merrill.

November Youth Optimist
Merin Yates, a Senior at Merrill High School, is the November Youth Optimist of the Month.
“Merin embodies many of the statements from the Optimist Creed,” said Ms. Katherine Holz in her
nomination. “My choice for her is ‘To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear,
and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.’”
“Merin is the coolest cucumber I have met in a long time,” she said. “She puts her all into everything
she does, from school work, to farm work, to band, she is ready for anything! She is a quiet ship in
the storm. I have never heard a negative word from her. She has never shown a sign of weakness or
nervousness. She is organized, respectful, ready for anything, and has a zest for travel.”
“With her personality traits and work ethic, she is bound to succeed in whatever she chooses!”
Ms. Holz said. “The hard work that she has been doing in her young life is paying off now and will
pay off in the future. If you need something done, Merin will do it with a smile and will not let you
down. She is the one you want on your team, or to be your boss. She is amazing!”
At school, Merin is involved in Tri-M Music Honor Society (President), FFA, Fellowship of

Christian Athletes, DECA, Drug Education Committee, Student Council, Merrill Women’s Wrestling (Most Improved), Merrill Girls
Basketball, Merrill Track and Field, Merrill Marching Jays (Section Leader), Wisconsin Northwoods Marching Band (performed in
the Rose Bowl 2023 parade), and the Merrill High School Musical. When not in school Merin stays active in the community, scooping
ice cream for the church stand and helping with servant events for church, Make A Difference Day, Merrill Marching Jays car wash,
June Dairy Breakfast, and 4-H Dairy Day at the library.
The daughter of Jim and Melissa Yates, after high school graduation, Merin plans to attend college to earn a bachelor’s degree in
marketing with a minor in Spanish.

Merin Yates

Aubrey Krombholz

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT
PLANNING (NMP)

Classes offered
January – March 2025

Classes available at several locations:

• Medford
• Spencer
• Wisconsin Rapids

• Wausau
• Stevens Point

Full & Refresher Courses Available
Receive up to $700 upon completion of a
nutrient management plan and up to $750

reimbursement for soil testing

For full course details and schedules for each location
please contact Sharon Ruff at 715.803.1965

These courses are offered in collaboration with each respective County Conservation
Departments and both Northcentral and Mid-State Technical Colleges

Courses are being offered to area producers
within Marathon, Clark, Lincoln, Taylor, Wood and

Portage Counties
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Park City Cares Foundation supports food 
assistance for local children

Donations support Food for Kids in Merrill and Food for Kidz in Minoqua
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Park City Cares 
Foundation (PCCF) was 
founded in 2022 with 
their primary purpose to 
support the communities 
that Park City Credit Union 
is a part of, through both 
financial contributions 
and volunteer hours 
donated by Foundation 
members and community 
partners. They also offer 
scholarships to high 
school Seniors in Merrill, 
Tomahawk, Rhinelander, 

and Minocqua high schools 
who are going on to college 
and technical trade school, 
and they provide grants to 
community-based projects 
in those communities, 
particularly those that 
directly align with their 
mission. 

The PCCF mission is:  
“We strive to enhance our 
communities by providing 
opportunities for financial 
support and educational 
growth.” Their website 
goes on to say, “We embrace 
our commitment to deliver 
on our core values that 

complement a valued 
culture of  diversity. We 
believe diversity, equity, 
and inclusion are key 
fundamental values we 
foster within each of  our 
communities we serve.”

Very recently, PCCF 
emphasized its dedication to 
strengthening communities 
by extending its support 
to two local hunger relief  
initiatives: Food for Kids 
Merrill and Northwoods 
Food for Kidz in Minocqua, 
a press release said. 

PCCF gave a $500 
donation to each 

organization to help combat 
food insecurity among 
local youth and provided 
volunteers to assist with 
each program’s essential 
meal-packing events, the 
release said.

In Merrill, PCCF 
volunteers assisted 
Food for Kids Merrill by 
packing bags filled with 
food for children facing 
hunger when school meals 
aren’t available, such as 
on the weekends, and six 
volunteers assisted at a 
large meal-packing event 
in Minocqua hosted by 
Northwoods Food For 
Kidz. That event “brought 
together a total of  567 
community members” and 
“produced an impressive 
271,020 meals, packaged 
into 847 cases, for 19 local 
food pantries and backpack 
programs serving families 
across the region, the 
release said.

To join the Foundation’s 
mission, learn more, or 
make a donation, go to: 
parkcitycu.org/park-city-
cares-foundation.

Park City Cares Foundation representatives (from L to R) Trish 
Collins and Jolene Draxler present a $500 donation to Terra 
Holdridge, Treasurer of Food for Kids Merrill.
 Submitted photo.

Left Photo: The pastor in his special Christmas suit poses with Santa Claus by the lighted wreath. Center Photo: Families and kids gathered at Trinity Lutheran Church last Friday evening 
for music, fun, Santa Claus, and to celebrte the annual lighting of the Christmas wreath. Right Photo: The wreath at Trinity Lutheran Church all aglow after last Friday night’s wreath lighting 
fesitivities. Joseph Frederick photos.



Please Drop Off At Or Mail To:
Merrill Foto News

921 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452

Entries Must Be Received By Friday, Jan. 10th, 2025

1203 E. 3rd Street, Merrill, WI

715-536-6532
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com

Celebrating over 50 years in Merrill!

Make someone’s holiday Chipperific!
save 10% on all Gift Cards purchased now thru Dec. 24th.

GIFT
CERTIFICATE

Great Christmas gifts &
stocking stuffers

ColorInG ContESt, 2024
Name:

Age:

Phone:

3 Grand Prizes, One Per Age Group
Age Groups Are: 1-4 • 5-7 • 8-10
Each Grand Prize Winner Will
Receive A Holiday Gift Basket!

This page is sponsored by:

“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

Prizes
sponsored by

COLORING CONTEST, 2024
43

29
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Please Drop Off At Or Mail To:
MERRILL FOTO NEWS

2011 E. Main St. , Merrill, WI 54452
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12 free fun family Christmas and December traditions
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

With the cost of  inflation, rising grocery 
prices, and the ever-present challenge of  
trying to purchase presents and make the 
holidays special, it’s easy to get caught 
up in the money factor when it comes to 
Christmas. Admittedly, it’s a challenge for 
most families.

But it’s also easy to forget that there are 
many fun family activities that can become 
traditions that don’t cost a dime. 

Families can reconnect with the season–
and with each other–when they focus on 
shared experiences and all the fun things 
they can do for free, right here in Merrill or 
in neighboring communities. While some of  
these specific events have already occurred 
in our city earlier in December prior to this 
publication, most of  the ones on this list 
come around every year and can become a 
part of  annual family traditions beginning 
next year. Other events are still happening 
in our area. 

Pick some of  the ideas from this list of  12 
free fun family traditions or create some of  
your own.

1. Attend a Christmas or holiday 
parade. Watch the parade, with all of  the 
glowing lights and colorful Christmas scenes 
and characters, through the delighted eyes 
of  a child.

2. Visit a live nativity. Listen to the 

Christmas story. Pet the live animals with 
the kids. See actors playing the parts of  
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, and angels as they 
depict the story and image of  that birth in 
Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago.

3. Attend a free church or school 
Christmas concert. Many choirs have 
concerts, and some schools and churches 
even have Christmas pageants in December 
which are open to the public and free 
of  charge. Let the music and pageantry 
celebrate the joy of  the season.

4. Go caroling. Instead of  just listening 
to others singing joyful Christmas songs, 
spread that joy by going caroling at the 
homes of  friends and neighbors, either 
as a family or with a group of  family and 
friends who love to sing. If  you don’t want 
to brave the cold, just have an old-fashioned 
singalong at home, as a family or with 
friends and neighbors.

5. Go for a drive–or a walk–around 
town after dark to enjoy the many homes 
and businesses decorated with lights, 
nativities, snowmen, blow-up characters, 
and other decorations. Homeowners who 
decorate their yards are proud of  their 
displays and love it when others enjoy them, 
too. The annual Merrill Go Round Tour 
of  Lights is a great way to tour the city’s 
beautiful light displays for free. There are 
many beautiful displays located outside the 
Merrill city limits in the community, as well.

6. Embrace your inner child and enjoy 

the snow in Wisconsin! Build a snowman 
and/or a snow fort. Make snow angels with 
the kids. Yes, adults too! Have a snowball 
fight. Go sledding. Go ice skating at one of  
Merrill’s free outdoor ice rinks. 

7. Watch Christmas movies or read 
Christmas books together, curled up in 
warm blankets. It’s a great experience after 
an afternoon or evening outside in the cold.

8. Make homemade Christmas 
decorations. Cut out paper snowflakes, 
make construction paper chains, and add 
glitter to pine cones. String stale popcorn 
to decorate the tree. There are dozens of  
ideas for ornaments and decorations online, 
and many can be made with recycleables 
and other materials already on hand at no 
additional cost.  

9. Have a game night. Pop some popcorn 
or grab some snacks in the kitchen, set up 
the board games, and make it a stay-at-home 
night. Leave the phones and electronic 
devices in another room and just spend time 
in the moment. 

10. Make handmade Christmas 
greeting cards to hand deliver to the 
neighbors or friends and family. The cards 
can be as simple or as elaborate as the 
materials on hand.

11. Take the kids to see Santa. After 
the parade, at Santa breakfasts, at fire 
department events, and in stores, coffee 
shops, and even breweries in Merrill, Santa 
is all over the community just waiting to 

listen to children’s Christmas wishes and 
pose for pictures. 

12. Give the gift of time, as a family, to 
help someone else. Whether it is everyone 
in the family grabbing their snow shovels 
and clearing the neighbor’s sidewalks; 
cooking a meal together and then taking it 
to a neighbor; or offering to take someone 
else’s kids for a play date so the adults can 
clean their house, do some baking, or go 
Christmas shopping, make it a family affair 
with everyone involved. Talk about why 
helping someone else in this way is a shared 
family event and how giving someone else 
the gift of  time is important, because “gifts” 
given during the holiday season don’t 
always have to be tangible presents wrapped 
in a bow. 

The memories made spending time 
together as a family, especially doing things 
every year that become annual family 
traditions, will far outlast the holiday 
season and most of  the presents beneath the 
tree. Many will become traditions for the 
next generation.

Don’t have little ones at home anymore, 
don’t have children at all, maybe you’re 
single or widowed? Get together with a 
group of  other adults to start your own 
Christmas or December traditions doing 
these same things or your favorites from 
this list. 

[This article is a reprint from the Dec. 12, 
2024, Merrill Foto News.]

Left Photo: These are the kinds of smiles that make people love Christmas and Christmas parades. A group of children await the start of the parade and the arrival of Santa. Right Photo: Adults 
and children bundle up and wait along E. Main Street, watching for the parade to begin. Joseph Frederick photos.



Wesley Methodist United
Church 1101 Elm St., Wausau
Sat ur day, Dec 14, 9am-2pm

Join us for a fun-filled day
w/cocoa, cook ies & Santa! Kids
can dec o rate their own cutout
cookie & make a craft. PHO TOS
w/SANTA 10am-1pm. Hot dog or
BBQ w/chips & drink, $5.00. Hol i -
day & work shop items avail able
for pur chase.

For Sale St. Frances Xavier
Ceme tery Lots. Sec tion H-11 -
Lots 3,4, & 7. Nor mally $650 each
Sell ing all 3 $1,000 or $400 Each.
Very close to Memo r ial Dr. 715-
409-8742.

WE BUY USED GUNS!
Bulls eye Sports

1201 S. Cen tral Ave.
Marsh field, WI
715-384-6580

Pure bred Jack Rus sell Ter rier
pup pies. First shots and
de wormed. $350 each.

715-921-2989

  

Now Hiring! $2500 Hiring
Bonus: Seek ing Full-Time and
Part-Time Di rect Sup port Pro fes -
sion als, In-Home Care givers,
and Su per vi sory Po si tions. Will
train the right can di date! $18-
20/hour, all shifts in Rhinelander,
Tom a hawk. Call/Text Beth at
715-897-4003

AUSSIE DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/09)

An tique Rock ing Chair.
Ex cel lent Con di tion. $75 OBO.

715-302-8374

REG IS TERD CAV A LIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ready Dec. 16 Can de liver
$950 Call 715-470-0458
(#509642) 12/09

AUS TRAIL IAN SHEP ARD PUPS
Red & Blue Mer les & Tri 8 weeks
Nov. 20th F-$400. M-$375 920-
905-4665 (12/09)

HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH RIDES
ROCK ING W STA BLES. Dec 16-
Jan 1 Beau ti ful trails Great Fam ily
Fun. Can han dle all size groups &
pri vate par ties! Info 715-617-6779
or www. roc king wsta bles- kartway. 
com (12/16)

Qual ity Wood Prod ucts
Ma te r ial Han dlers Needed.

Four 10 Hour Days.
Apply by call ing 715-536-5287

Dry mix fire wood.
You haul, $100 a load de pend ing

on size of load.
CASH ONLY!

608-513-1566 NO TEXT.

BOSTON/RAT TER RIER PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/9)

Reg is tered Golden Re triever
pup pies, ready for their new
home 11/30. Vet-checked, wormed
& shots. Good with chil dren. (8)
males; (4) fe males. $900 each.
Call or text: 715-773-1675

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

CAV A LIER KING CHARLES Male
Born Aug. 16. 2024 ACA REG.
Friendly and Cute $300. OMO Call
715-669-3847 (12/9)

WOW!!! ZURKOS MAS SIVE
HOL I DAY GIFT & CRAFT SHOW.
Sat Dec. 21 at the Fab u lous Ap -
ple ton Expo (Down town Ap ple ton
150+ Hol i day Ven dors. Info. www. 
zur kopr omot ions. com or 715-302-
0932 (12/2)

WHOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/9)

CAV A LIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL. Born 10/4. Reg is tered
shots, DEW, vet ck’d $800 715-
644-5726 (12/2)

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment
Ser vic ing all brands.

Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Pro cess ing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

CAVAPOO PUPS $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/09)
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NOWHiring
Become a part of Team A&W!

Merrill’s highly anticipated
location is seeking energetic,

eager, & outgoing crew
members!
Interviewing Now!!
Text/Call DAWN @

715-350-1008
Email Resume to:

awatmerrill@gmail.com

GOLDEN RE TRIEVER PUPS!!
AKC REG CALL 715-721-5123
FORR DE TAILS (12/9)

Trucks, Trac tors, Hay Round &
Small sq. grass mix 2008 Chev
2500 Dur max 9’ ser vice body,
looks new $7950 OS Ster ling SMI
Lock ers Wet Kit no rust $32,500
1995 53’ Drop deck $14500 Case
580K LOR Back hoe 8’ snow buk
$16,500 He s ton 1345 Disc Bine
$12500 8’ x 18’ trailer $995 Cat
Chal lenger 65 Like new $22,500
920-878-0005 or 920-878-0288

Minia ture Aus tralian Shep herd
pup pies. Reg is tered, Blue Mer les
and Black Tris, Ready now
shots/de wormed/, vet checked,
born 10/12/24. $500-$700. 715-
819-0865. No texts.

CASH
FOR

GUNS
An tique or Mod ern

Ri fles • Pis tols • Shot guns
HIGH EST PRICES PAID

Also Buy ing:
Scopes • Ammo • Knives

Shoot ing & Hunt ing
Ac ces sories

715-614-3560
Fed er ally Li censed

MINI COCK-A-POOS VAR I OUS
COL ORS! Hypo-al ler genic, non-
shed, shots, vet ck’d, F-$600
M-$500. GREAT X-MAX GIFT!!!
CUTE CUD DLY 715-758-2433
(12/9)

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

POM. WELSH-CORGI Mixed Col -
ors shed, shots, vet ck’d, F-$600
M-$500. GREAT X-MAX GIFT!!!
715-758-2433 (12/9)
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Crew
Member

$19.79-$21.29/hr
Join our
Team!

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program

(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly RatesAPPLY IN-PERSON

Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

TOWN OF MERRILL

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN GLASS BULLETIN
BOARD AT W4594 PROGRESS AVENUE
AND AT--www.townofmerrillwi.gov

or call Chairman-Mike Hass
with questions at 715-218-7821 42

15
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IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

PLOW TRUCK AND/OR
GRADER OPERATOR

• Must have a CDL

TO APPLY:
• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street

(employment office – SW corner)
• Or Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
• Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

43
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Join the Lincoln
Production Crew
inMerrill, WI!

Why Join Us?
• Starting Pay up to $22/hr.
• First Shift Only – keep your evenings free!
• Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance
• Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily
• Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

Come build your
future with Lincoln

Wood Products.
Apply today

and be part of
something great!

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26
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MER RILL-2 story Apt. 3 Bed, 2
1/2 Bath, 1450 sq ft. Close to mid -
dle school & li brary. $845/mo. +
Se cu rity De posit. All util i ties extra
avail able De cem ber. Jim or Rose
715-356-3130.

FOR RENT: Cute 2BR, 1BA home
in Tom a hawk, near down town &
the lake. Avail able Jan. 1st.
$975/mo, plus util i ties. Please call
(NO TEXTS) 715-302-2973. 

TOM A HAWK 3 bed room home for
rent, very clean. Call for de tails,
715-612-0357.

AUTOMOBILES WANTED: Run -
ning or not. Cash on the spot.
Same day pick up. Pay ing Top
Dol lar. Call 920-290-6662.

2011 Jeep Com pass Lat i tude,
4x4, 4 WD, Sil ver, Heated seats,
108,000 miles, $6,750. Roggen -
buck Auto N5336 State Rd. 17,
Glea son. 715-846-1082

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty
Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

CAL’S HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Garages, Remodeling
YardWork, Driveway Sealcoating

715-816-4602
NOJOBTOOSMALL!

416772416772

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
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FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34

76

428643

Mariah Chandler

Mariah is Back
With us Full-Time!
• Men, Women, Teens, & Kids

• Haircuts • Perms • Coloring • Weddings
(Book appointments for the whole family)

1005 E. Main St. • 715-536-1345
Stop by or call to book your appointment now!

Walk-Ins Welcome!

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

128921

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Efficient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roofing
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

ember
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Auction Conducted & Clerked by Millers Auction Co #347-053, PO BOX 143 Hixton WI 54635

WWW.MILLERSAUCTIONCO.COM
Call Glenn Miller, Jr. AT 715-299-2543

email: wisconsinjunk@yahoo.com

THIS IS AN ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Mon., Dec 16th • Lots Start Closing At 6pm CST
Selling advertising signs, clocks & thermometers. Oil cans, toys,
promo cars, license plate toppers, display racks, automotive gadgets,
sales brochures, plus many other interesting items. Large amount of
Chevrolet & General Motors Advertising.

15% online buyers premium.
Items are located in Hixton Wisconsin. Shipping available on most items.

We are very accommodating on pick up times. Just call and make an appointment.

ESTATE ADVERTISING COLLECTION OF
TOM DIETZ OF ELBURN ILLINOIS

Saturday,
December 14, 2024

10:00 AM

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:
www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

• New Snow Blower W/ Electric Start • Shop Tools • Hand Tools • Tool Boxes • Small Cabinets
• Air Compressor • Push Mower • Shovels • Oil heater • Furniture • Boxes of Records
• Jars of Marbles & Buttons • Cherry Picker • Box of Collector Cards • Antique Trunk

• Dolls • Match Box Trucks • Pez Collection • Plastic Toys • Air Planes • Clocks • Bow Case
• Gun Stock • Collectable old metal toys • Pair of horses • Signs • Golf Sets

• Godfather Collection • Old Snow Shoe Set • and More.

43
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WE HAVE THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFTS!

118

7409Homes for Rent 

153

7524Wanted to Buy 

163

7544SUVs

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 

115

7400Apartments for Rent 
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sand when temps become 
bitter. When pavement 
temperatures drop below 
15 degrees, salt won’t work 
at all, the NWSWC said. But 
sand still does. [Or you will 
need to switch to a different 
ice melter that works at 
lower temperatures, they 
said.]

Use salt sparingly 
and scatter it

If  you must use salt, 
scatter it. Be sure there is 
space between the grains. 
“Believe it or not, a 12 oz. 
coffee mug of  salt is enough 
to treat 2 parking spots or 
10 sidewalk squares,” the 
NWSWC said.

If  you contract for your 
snow removal service or 
to have your sidewalks/
driveway/parking lot 
cleared, be sure your 
contract isn’t based on 
salt usage, and ask your 
contractor if  they are Smart 
Salting certified. If  they 
aren’t, encourage them to 
attend or send staff to a free 
Smart Salting workshop to 
get certified and to follow 
minimal salt application 
guidelines. Building 
owners and maintenance 
professionals should also 
consider attending one 
of  the free Smart Salting 
workshops. 

The training includes 
best management practices 
to keep paved areas 
safe, guidance on how to 
determine the right amount 

of  salt to use, benefits of  
liquids/brine applications, 
calibration to reduce salt 
use, model snow and ice 
policies and contracts, 
explores the benefits of  
mechanical brooms which 
typically reduce salt by 
60% or more, and includes 
case studies from local 
applicators.

For more information, go 
to stormwater-ducky.org/
smart-winter-salting/ or 
WiSaltWise.com. 

The Northcentral 
Wisconsin Stormwater 
Coalition coordinates and 
collaborates on education 
and outreach activities, 
and recommends policy 
and operational changes 
for cooperating local 
governments in order to 
comply with regulations 

and reduce stormwater 
pollution in a cost effective 
manner so that residents of  
Central Wisconsin benefit 
from lakes and streams 
that remain swimmable 
and fishable.

WI Salt Wise is a 
coalition of  organizations 
from across Wisconsin 
working together to 
reduce salt pollution in 
our lakes, streams, and 
drinking water. Their 
primary goals are to 
educate residents, leaders, 
and winter maintenance 
professionals on salt 
pollution and solutions, 
provide training, and 
promote best practices to 
reduce salt pollution and 
recognize those committed 
to minimizing their salt 
footprint.

SALT 
SPARINGLY  
from page 1

information like your password or 
credit card number. The “S” stands 
for “secure.” 

Safe online shopping tips
“No matter how you make your 

purchases this holiday season, 

there are precautions any consumer 
can take to keep their money and 
identity safe,” DATCP said. “Avoid 
making purchases over a public Wi-
Fi network, since you never know 
who could be monitoring that data. 
Use a credit card, since this payment 
method has built-in fraud protection. 
Ask your credit card company if  
they offer additional protections, like 

‘virtual card numbers.’” 
For more information and 

consumer protection resources 
or to file a complaint, visit 
DATCP’s Consumer Protection 
webpage at ConsumerProtection.
wi.gov or contact the Consumer 
Protection Hotline at 800.422.7128 or 
DATCPHotline@wisconsin.gov.  

SHOPPING SCAMS  
from page 2

for employment purposes. 
He is to undergo AODA 
assessment and treatment 
w/any follow through and 

must pay court costs and 
any applicable assessments, 
fees, and surcharges due the 
court, payable through the 
Department of  Corrections, 
with the funds already 
on file to be applied to the 
court case for which it was 

posted, and he is not eligible 
for Challenge Incarceration 
and Substance Abuse 
programs. The Court 
directed the Clerk of  Court 
to return the passport to 
Defense counsel on this 
case.

Galella will be in state 
prison until early Dec. 2027 
when he will be released and 
on extended supervision for 
an additional year, and he 
will remain on probation 
through early December 
2033. 

GALELLA  
from page 3

best ways to combat this condition is by staying active and 
making sure you get enough light. 

“Try to find an outdoor activity you enjoy, like walking, 
skiing, or fat-tire biking, and do it regularly during the 
day,” Aspirus said. “You can also buy a light box or a dawn-
simulating lamp and use it within the first hour of  waking 
up to get the most benefits.” 

Other healthy lifestyle habits, such as eating a balanced 
diet and maintaining a regular sleep schedule, can also be 

beneficial, Aspirus noted. In some cases, medication and 
counseling may be necessary to manage the condition 
effectively. 

“Because the timing of  the onset of  winter-pattern SAD 
is so predictable, many benefit from starting treatment 
before the fall to help prevent or reduce symptoms,” 
Aspirus said. “Talking to your primary care provider is a 
great place to start when making a plan to do this.” 

“People can be hesitant to talk about mental health 
concerns like SAD, but I want them to know that they don’t 
have to be,” Shaw said. “Everyone faces struggles at some 
point, and SAD is just one of  them. With proper treatment, 
we can absolutely manage this condition so you can enjoy 
life—no matter what season it is.” 

If  you’ve noticed changes in your mood or behavior 
whenever the seasons change, talk to your provider, or find 
one at aspirus.org/find-a-provider.  

ASPIRUS from page 6

If you would like to be 
included in this Business 

Directory, 
please call  

715-536-7121
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Student
of the Week

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

428453

This Week’s Featured Student is

Judy Stutting
Daughter of

Kimberly and Joshua Stutting
Judy is in kindergarten at
Kate Goodrich. She was

nominated by Ms.Mattson.

Judy is a kind, helpf
ul and respectfu

l kindergarten

student. She is a
n all around star

student who is v
ery

deserving of the
recognition! ~ Ms. Mattson

A horse rider where I teach horses!
What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

Heggerty (reading skills) becaus
e it helps

us to learn and makes us know
that we are

super smart!

Everything! Sc
hool is so much fun!

What is your favorite part of schoo
l?

Why?

hool? Why?

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING

Aria Hahn
Age 7

Hudson Drott
Age 1

Landon Smith
Age 10

Each winner received a Fall Fun Gift Basket!

43
29

44

Contest sponsored by:

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

CongratulationsCongratulations
Merrill Foto NewsMerrill Foto News

Coloring Contest Winners!
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In keeping with the Christmas Angels theme for the year, 
volunteer Myrisah Taylor dressed as an angel. 
 Joseph Frederick photo.

Mrs. Ament plays the harp as part of the musical entertainment 
at O’Tannenbaum. Playing the harp seems rather fitting for the 
Christmas Angels theme. Joseph Frederick photo.

An array of decorated, often themed, lit Christmas trees creates a magical air in the background 
at O’ Tannenbaum, while some of the more than 100 gift baskets are displayed on tables in the 
foreground.              Tina L. Scott photo.

One Christmas tree was decorated with a nutcracker theme, and the lucky winner also got to take 
home this nutcracker collection on display beneath the tree. Tina L. Scott photo.An aura of Christmas magic prevails at O’Tannenbaum. Tina L. Scott photo.

In keeping with the theme, this tree was decorated with an array 
of angels. Tina L. Scott photo.

The first thing guests saw when they walked into O’Tannenbaum were Christmas Angels.                    
 Tina L. Scott photo.

O’Tannenbaum



CLUES ACROSS
1. Thou __ do it
6. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
9. Brainstem part
13. Town in New York state
14. Little (Spanish)
15. Continent
16. Retch
17. Short-billed rails
18. Small period of time (abbr.)
19. Confused
21. A team needs one
22. Woman in ancient times
23. Republican Party
24. Spanish be
25. “The Godfather”
character Johnny
28. Not around
29. City in Zambia
31. A type of beginning
33. Numb
36. Gurus
38. Small, gray-headed crow
39. Vehicle type
41. Disorders
44. One point east of
southeast
45. Indian soldier
46. Tree type
48. Midway between south
and southeast
49. It cools your home
51. Corn comes on it
52. Ship’s deck
54. A way to bake
56. Improvised
60. Butterfly genus
61. Baseball fields have them
62. Designated space
63. Discharge
64. Two of something
65. Once more
66. Part of your face
67. Tax collector
68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
1. One-time Aaron Rodgers
target
2. Wings
3. Overly studious person
4. They protect your valuables
5. The Volunteer State
6. Non-hydraulic cement
7. Horse mackerel
8. Jackson and Diddley are
two
9. Splendid displays
10. Mountain in NE Greece
11. A daughter or your
brother or sister
12. German surname
14. Having more than one
husband at a time
17. Romanian city
20. Energy
21. Makes less hot
23. Gas diffusion electrode
25. Former CIA
26. Set an example for others
27. Support of a particular
person

29. One from the Big Apple
30. Mountain range
32. Violate the sanctity of
something
34. Supervises flying
35. Talks
37. Persian male given name
40. Born of
42. Forcibly take one’s
possessions
43. Discounts
47. Knockouts
49. Posh Colorado
destination
50. Form of therapy
52. British rock band
53. Type of virus (abbr.)
55. The U. of Miami mascot
is one
56. Volcanic crater
57. Middle Eastern nation
58. Sinn __, Irish organization
59. Ethiopian lake
61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
65. Equally

©MetroCreative
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For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at 949-253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmantravel.com

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP
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DISCOVER & EXPLORE

SOJOURN TO THE SOUTH OF FRANCE:
LYON, BURGUNDY & PROVENCE

NOVEMBER 2025

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Roundtrip scheduled airfare from ORD or MSP
• 7 nights aboard the 5-star
Amadeus Provence Cruise Ship

• 1 night in Geneva, Switzerland
• Superb dining with all meals included
during your cruise
(buffet breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, and dinner)

• 24 hour coffee station
• Quality red & white wines from Europe’s great
wine regions with every dinner onboard the ship

• Welcome Dinner
• Captain’s Gala Dinner
• Daily onboard music performances
• Adelman Discoveries staff
• Non-smoking environment (smoking permitted
only on the Sun-Deck)

• Fuel Surcharges, air and port taxes
• Tours including: Geneva, Maconnais Excursion
& Wine Museum, Beaune & Burgundy Excursion,
Lyon City Tour, Avignon City Walk and
Arles City Walk

Departing
November 3, 2025

STARTING AT
$3,999

PER PERSON
w/air & taxes

Includes air and
a bonus night in

Geneva,
Switzerland!

NOVEMBER 2025
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items for food pantry

On Nov. 23, 2024, the Merrill Youth 
Hockey Association (MYHA) held a “Help 
with Hockey” community service project. 
Skaters from every level of  the Association 
attended and donated nonperishable food 
items which were donated to the Community 
Food Pantry of  Merrill. Donations filled 
three boxes and an entire hockey bag, with 
an estimate of  120 lbs of  food for the Merrill 
community. It was a pleasure to give to the 
Community through the game of  Hockey, a 
MYHA representative said. 

Twenty-one skaters attended, with 
Coach Chris Marlowe running some power 
skating drills, and some games with all 
levels.  

Many thanks to all the skaters and their 
families, Coach Chris Marlowe, Coach 
Jesse Bohn, Coach Josh Fenske,  Coach 
Dan Schaup, and Coach Matt Smith, and 
other volunteers from the MYHA family 
who made this a success. 

Hockey players (in no particular order) with Coach Chris Marlowe (in back):  Elijah Fenske, Ethan 
Fenske, Aaron Swanson, Silas Bohn, Conner Gibson, Parker Eisner, Theo Fryklund, Jordyn 
Fryklund, Myles Taylor, Collin Taylor, Adrian Regaldo, Roman Regaldo, Sebastyn Kangas, Owen 
Smith, Sam Smith, Roger Brooks, Lucas Rominski, Garik Peterson, James Lee, Lincoln Zerbe, 
and Lucas Zerbe. Submitted photo.

Aspirus provides information on antibiotic resistance
Aspirus Health recently provided 

information on antibiotic resistance.
“Every year, over 2.8 million people 

in the U.S. contract infections due to 
antibiotic resistance, resulting in more than 
35,000 deaths,” Aspirus said in a release, 
noting that the health system is “drawing 
attention to the escalating crisis of  
antibiotic resistance—a global public health 
threat that is putting the effectiveness of  
antibiotics at risk and making infections 
harder to treat.”

“Antibiotic resistance is considered an 
urgent global public health threat that is 
consistently getting worse by the day,” 
said Kelly Zander, System Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Coordinator at Aspirus Health. 
“We’re constantly learning about new 
infections that are becoming harder and 
harder to treat, and the drugs that we do 
have aren’t working anymore.” 

Aspirus said this growing issue is felt 
across communities nationwide, and Zander 
noted that even in the Aspirus Health 
service area, “We do see these patterns 
emerging.”

According to Aspirus, a major cause 
of  antibiotic resistance is the misuse of  

antibiotics, including taking them for 
illnesses like the common cold or flu, where 
they are ineffective. 

“Additionally, failing to complete 
prescribed antibiotic courses contributes 
to the survival of  resistant bacteria,” 
Aspirus said. “The overuse of  antibiotics in 
agriculture also compounds the problem.”

To protect the power of  antibiotics, 
Zander urges people to adopt simple yet 
effective preventive measures.

“Good hand hygiene, staying healthy 
through diet and exercise, and allowing your 
body time to heal naturally when you’re 
sick can all help minimize unnecessary 
exposure to antibiotics,” she said. “The 

antibiotics that we do have are powerful 
drugs that we need to use responsibly. We 
all need to be aware and know that we can 
play a part in this.”

Aspirus said it encourages the public to 

learn more about antibiotic resistance and 
how we can all help preserve the effectiveness 
of  these life-saving medications.

For more information on antibiotic 
awareness, visitcdc.gov.

Zander Photo courtesy of Aspirus
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1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-5400

MERRILL
BLUEJAYS!

Good LuckGood Luck

325703

hamburgers

“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

GO BIG BLUE!

PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF THE MERRILL BLUEJAYS

Drive-Thru
Only

Let’s Go Bluejays. . . .
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88

Celebrating Over 50 Years
Serving Our Community!

1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill • 715-536-6532
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com
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HEAD COACH: Troy Pieper (5th Year at Merrill/9th 
Season overall as a Varsity coach).

ASSISTANT COACHES: Mitch Osness, Lisa Handlin, 
James Brogan, Steven Lewandowski, and Gavin 
Dinges.

2023-24 RECORD: 8-18

2023-24 POST SEASON RESULTS: 1-1 

RETURNING ALL-CONFERENCE: E.J. Weix (Honorable 
Mention).

KEY RETURNERS: E.J. Weix (Senior), Kory Page 
(Senior), Jacob Schmeltzer (Senior), Aidan Houghton 
(Senior), Cooper Wendorf (Junior), and Tyson Ott 
(Sophomore).

KEY LOSSES: Carter Baade (Honorable Mention All 
Conference).

KEY NEWCOMERS: Carter Kaminski (Senior),  Eli 
Burtman (Junior), Charles Kalinowski (Junior), 
Sebastian Trevino (Senior), Ivan Amador (Senior), 
and Jake Schwandt (Senior).  

2023-24 RECAP: Last year was a season fi lled 
with adversity. From the very beginning, we faced 
adversity when we lost a couple key players for a 
stretch and one for the entire season. It felt like 
every time we found our footing, something else 
would pop up. To the players’ credit, they showed 
up and worked hard each and every day. We found 
our stride down the stretch and won a home playoff 
game for the fourth year in a row. We were playing 
our best at the right time and adversity hit again, 
losing a starter to injury in the fi nal minutes of our 
fi nal practice. I’m proud of how the guys battled, and 
it made our returning guys a stronger unit heading 
into this season.

2024-25 OUTLOOK: It’s an exciting group we have this 
year. This group has really put the work in during 
the offseason. This is one of the hardest working 
groups I’ve been around. We have a good mix of 
experienced players to go along with newcomers 
who are ready to make an impact on the program. 
This will be our last season in the Wisconsin Valley 
Conference before joining the Great Northern 
Conference next year. The Valley is loaded with talent 
and is going to be a great test for us to navigate 
through; however, those games will make us battle-
tested come playoff time. We do lack some height 
besides Eli, but with the mix we have, we have guys 
who play bigger than they are, and it makes us 
able to do a lot of different things on defense and 
offense. I love our Senior group this year. Weix has 
been a Varsity starter since his Sophomore year, 
and I’m expecting he will be ready to make a huge 

Front row L to R: Sebastian Trevino, Kory Page, Jacob Schmeltzer, Aidan Houghton, Ivan Amador, and Jake Schwandt. Back row 
L to R: Quinton Kurtzhals, Charles Kalinowski, Eli Burtman, Cooper Wendorf, and Tyson Ott. Missing from photo:  E.J. Weix and 
Carter Kaminski. Seniors are in white jerseys. Submitted photo.

2024-25         WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW2024-25         WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW
BOYS BASKETBALLBOYS BASKETBALL

impact in his Senior year. Kory Page we get back 
this year, after missing last season; he was a Varsity 
contributor as a Sophomore and has been chomping 
at the bit to get out there and have a great Senior 
year. He’s a great player on both ends of the fl oor. 
Jacob Schmeltzer, Aidan Houghton, and Sophomore 
Tyson Ott are also returning starters from last year’s 
team. I’m excited to see the next step all three 
take this season. Tyson is one of the most skilled 
Sophomore basketball players that I’ve had the 
opportunity to coach. He is going to take a big step 
forward this year. We are a very deep team. Many 
guys will give big minutes for us this year. I think this 
could be one of the best shooting teams I’ve had in 
my fi ve years here in Merrill. The guys I mentioned 
already can all shoot it from the outside, and we 
have others who can fl at out shoot it as well. Cooper 
Wendorf and Charles Kalinowski are two who can 
really shoot it from the outside. Carter Kaminski is 
another sharp shooter who has decided to set the 
bowling ball down this winter and fi nish his high 
school career on the basketball court instead; he’s 
put in a lot of work in the offseason to get caught 
up. Eli Burtman, our “big,” has really progressed over 
the past year or so, and I’m really looking forward to 

seeing the impact he will have on the game, both on 
the offensive end and defensive end of the fl oor.

A FINAL WORD FROM THE COACH: First I just want to 
thank Merrill for all their support for our program. 
Our community loves supporting high school 
athletics, and we hope to bring an exciting brand 
of basketball for you all to come out and watch. 
We will try to represent the community at a very 
high level both on and off the court. One big event I 
would like to mention is our Hall of Fame Night. This 
year it will be on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025. Both the 
Boys and Girls programs will be hosting Antigo on 
Hall of Fame Night this year. Please plan to come 
out and help show appreciation for the three new 
inductees into the Merrill Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Those new inductees this year are former players 
Jessica (VanDerGeest) Truax and Jeff Ott, along 
with long-time youth coach for both the Boys and 
Girls programs, Jon Bezier. For more information on 
our program, I also suggest following us on social 
media. You can fi nd Merrill Hoops on Facebook, 
Instagram, and X (twitter). We are excited to see all 
of you at some of our games this season. We will do 
our best to keep you entertained.
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“FINANCING AVAILABLE”

1320 E. Main St., Merrill

715-536-1411

BEST WISHES
MERRILL JAYS!

Proud supporters of the Merrill Athletes.
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company,
S.I. & Its Operating Companies,

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
008944 – Rev. 9/18 ©2016 – 15285101

David Cooper, Agent
David J Cooper Agency Inc

900 E 1st St, Merrill

(715) 539-9305

dcoope1@amfam.com
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PROTECTING MOMENTS LIKE THIS
From the field to court and beyond, you’ve worked hard to make your dream a reality.
And we’re behind you cheering you on as you set your sights on the next big goal.

Let’s talk about your future plans, and how I can help protect them.

190011

GOOD LUCK, BLUEJAYS!

367521

© 2024 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY.

churchmutual.com/hometown

www.waidfuneral.com

301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-4646

Proud supporters of the Merrill Bluejays

WAID FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Service Providing prearranged funerals

and affordable services.
Paul Waid, Licensed Director

Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager
Jaci Ziebell, Pre-Planning Coordinator
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301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI 54452

and affordable services.
Paul Waid, Licensed Funeral Director/Owner

Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager
Samantha Finucan, Licensed Funeral Director

Megan Klug, Office Manager/Funeral Director Apprentice
Cindy Latzig, Grief Care Coordinator

AID FUNERAL HOME

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON!
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HEAD COACH: Brian Suchocki (27th 
year with the Merrill wrestling program 
– 10th year as head coach).

ASSISTANT COACHES: Ben Natzke 17 
years, Wally Skic 3rd year (Merrill High 
School), Isaac Buntrock 5th year, and 
Tanner Depies 2nd year.

2023-24 RECORD: 14-4 overall record 
and 5th place in the Conference, 2-4 

Conference Record.
2024 POSTSEASON SECTIONAL 
QUALIFIERS: Remington Skic, Dusty 
Schmirler, Callum Wheeler, Austin 
Depies, Noah Klug, Mikal Plautz, 
Hunter Opper, and Carson Brooks.

RETURNING CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS: 
Remington Skic and Noah Klug.
KEY RETURNERS FROM 2023-24: 

Seniors Austin Depies, 
Callum Wheeler, and 
Carson Brooks; Juniors 

Dusty Schmirler, Brett Suchocki, Greg 
Hart, Jace Olson, Hunter Opper, Josh 
Gustum, Noah Klug, Ryan Coates, 
Caden Parham-Stevenson, Preston 
Schuelke, Noah Clifford, and Ben 
Gruett; and Sophomores Remington 
Skic, Aidan Hardy, William Miemietz, 
and Abram Norton.

KEY LOSSES: Yandel Carrillo Vidal and 
Mikal Plautz.

KEY NEWCOMERS: Eli Lofink, Robert 
Rutkowski, Broc Suchocki, Bennett 
Jacobson, Mason Schenk, Tegan 
Drake, Marcus Slagoski, Jadon Van Der 
Nest, Carson Taunton, Trenton Klimek, 
Collin Hodgins, Marvins Downs, and 
Xander Carey.

2023-24 RECAP: During the 2023-
24 season we qualified eight 
Merrill wrestlers for the Sectional 
Tournament. Hunter Opper, Austin 
Depies, Callum Wheeler, Carson 
Brooks, Dusty Schmirler, Noah Klug, 
Mikal Plautz, and Remington Skic all 

qualified for Sectionals. Noah Klug 
was one match away from going 
to State, taking third at Sectionals. 
Remington and Callum both took 
fourth at Sectionals. Games of note? 
Player performances. Remington Skic 
winning Wisconsin Valley Conference 
as a Freshman, along with Noah 
Klug as a Sophomore, were definite 
highlights. Although we had a young 
team, we were able to push Wausau 
West and DC Everest in tight duals and 
get a win over SPASH and Wausau 
East. The duals against state powers 
Wisconsin Rapids and Marshfield 
were a good experiences for us. What 
were some low points? Strengths and 
weaknesses of the team? We had 
some illness and injury in the middle 
of the season that really hampered 
our progress. However, the wrestlers 
regrouped and made a good push 
towards the end of the season. 

Merrill Boys Wrestling Team 2024-25. Katie Hanson photo.

BOYS WRESTLINGBOYS WRESTLING

See BOYS WRESTLING 
page 16
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Go Merrill
Bluejays!

Dr. Steven DeMille
& Dr. Ed Long
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(EMU) HOCKEY(EMU) HOCKEY

EMU United 2024-25 Hockey Team. Front row L to R: Nick Townsend, Collin Gennrich, Brody Klebenow, Jackson Pierce, Eric Grunenwald, and Landon Thurs. 
Second row L to R: Lauren Rice, Kanin Jahnke, Brody Trantow, Parker Klebenow, Connor Burton, Chase Klebenow, Zach Pagel, Liam Zdroik, Nick Bodner, and 
Keeley Benedict. Third row L to R: Coach Trantow, Bryn Imhoff, Coach Pagel, Connor Zdroik, Will Mroczenski, Tony Stricklin, Landon Bennett, Owen Reeves, Ryker 
Remington, Brody Benedict, Hunter Renken, Alex Petrowski, Coach Swan, Ryleigh Golisch, and Coach Glovinski.  Katie Hanson photo.

The East Merrill Newman 
Bluejacks Hockey Team 
is comprised of players 
from Wausau East, 
Merrill, and Newman 
High Schools. Merrill 
players are shown in 
bold.

HEAD COACH: Nathan 
Pagel 19th year with the 
program; 4th year as 
Head Coach.
ASSISTANT COACHES: 
Greg Glovinski, 4th 
season with EMU; Kyle 
Swan, 7th season with 
EMU; Chris Trantow, 4th 
season with EMU.

2023-24 RECORD: 3-21
2023-24 POST SEASON: 
Lost to Wausau West in 
1st round.
RETURNING ALL-
CONFERENCE: Zach 
Pagel(Honorable 
Mention).

KEY RETURNERS: Zach Pagel, Nick Bodner, Parker 
Klebenow, Brody Trantow, Ryker Remington, Liam 
Zdroik, Jackson Pierce, Eric Grunenwald, Brody 
Benedict, and Brody Klebenow.

KEY LOSSES: Vincent Newman-Knuckles, Isaac 
Kaczmarowski, and Connor McCorkle.
KEY NEWCOMERS: Bryce Jokinen, Chace Cerny, 
Michael Nichols, Jack Taylor, Kellen Burton, Noah 
Mayer, Shane Gibson, Jayden Prentice, Jordan 
Prentice, and Lucas Seefeldt.
2023-24 RECAP: Our season started off slow, as we 
had quite a few new players at Varsity and it took 
a little while for them to adjust to the speed of the 
game. Once we got to the Marathon Cup in the 
middle of December, we had a strong game against 
Mosinee and won our first Valley Conference game 

in six years against D.C. Everest. We played well 
against really good teams, but would fall off in the 
middle of the third period. Our second big win of the 
season came against Rhinelander in OT. It seemed 
like we were finally starting to finish games. We 
ended up playing in six overtime games last season. 
We finished off the season with Marshfield, where 
the game remained tied until the last three minutes 
of the game when we gave up a goal. It was a much 
more competitive season compared to the past 
years.

Unfortunately, our season came to an end against 
Wausau West in the first round of the playoffs. 

2024-25 OUTLOOK: Our numbers have continued to 
grow. We are starting the season with 38 players 
and will be able to run a full JV and Varsity schedule. 
This year we will—for the first time in many seasons—

have more upperclassmen than underclassmen. We 
also only lost three players from our Varsity roster. 
That should help us to be more competitive when 
playing the bigger schools in our conference.

I would like to see us get better in the offensive 
zone—start to put more shots up, get better scoring 
opportunities, and win more puck battles.

A key to our success this year is staying together and 
working as team.

FINAL WORD FROM THE COACH: As we start this 
season, I am looking forward to seeing what we can 
accomplish since we are finally on equal playing 
field with the age of the players. This is a good 
group of players that have bought into what we are 
coaching and have worked hard in the offseason to 
strengthen themselves overall.  

409408409408

GoodLuck,You’veGotThis!
Knab Insurance Agency, Inc.
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HEAD COACH: Scott Arneson, 35th year with the 
Merrill Wrestling Program, 1st year as Girls Head 
Coach.

ASSISTANT COACHES: Ali Natzke 1st year.

2023-24 RECORD: N/A. The Girls Team as a separate 
entity was newly formed for 2024-25.
2024 POSTSEASON SECTIONAL QUALIFIERS: Last year 
the team had four female wrestlers compete at the 
Sectional Tournament: Merin Yates, Adison Clark, 
Allison Hunter, and Kaylynn Allen. 

KEY RETURNERS FROM 2023-24: Merin Yates, Adison 
Clark, and Kaylynn Allen.

KEY LOSSES: Allison Hunter.

KEY NEWCOMERS: Dezaria McDaniel, Gracie 
VanVuren, Brianna Schmirler, Katelyn Grawien, 
Sophie Koehler, Eliza Rodgers, Shelby Yates, 
Bryanna Doerr, Caroline Durbin, Liberty Fuchs, 
Mykenzie Hinz, Lauren Hoffman, Kylee Hoffman, 
Braxtyn Hulce, Madlyn Hunter, Ava Jozwiak, Kendall 
Klug, Avery Lassa, Gemma Malone, Marissa Miles, 
Sadie Schlief-Roberts, Sydney Schlief-Roberts, 
Natalia Woller, and Jenna Weiss.

2023-24 RECAP: During the 2023-24 season, 
four female wrestlers were able to move on to 
competition at the Sectional Tournament and we 

are seeing greater interest in more girls joining the 
Merrill Wrestling Program.  

2024-25 OUTLOOK:  This is our first year with an all 
female Girls Wrestling Team. We are excited to see 
what our newly formed team will do in their first 
season.

A FINAL WORD FROM THE COACH: We are extremely 
excited that the number of girls competing in 
wrestling has grown into their own team for the first 
year ever in Merrill. This year we have more than 
20 female wrestlers. This is an exciting time for the 
Merrill Wrestling Program!

Merrill Girls Wrestling Team 2024-25. Katie Hanson photo.

GIRLS WRESTLINGGIRLS WRESTLING

2024-25 OUTLOOK: We have some 
experienced upperclassmen that are 
ready to make their mark. Many of 
them will be looking to accomplish 
their own personal goals. We have 
a solid group this season. What are 
some areas for improvement? We have 
some wrestlers that need to make the 
next step, and we have a lot of new 
wrestlers. We have a huge group of 

Juniors. What will be the keys to success 
this season? We need to continue 
building sound basics and concentrate 
on improvement. We need to control 
things that matter like conditioning, 
technique and preparing each and 
every day for competition. What/Where 
will the strength of team be? We have 
some Seniors that have been around 
for a while. They will lead by their work 
ethic, and now it’s their opportunity 
to show what they can do. Any 
thoughts or comments about particular 

opponents or the conference? As usual, 
the Wisconsin Valley conference and 
our particular Sectional will be very 
challenging. We will need everyone 
competing at a high level to perform 
well. We have three home duals this 
year. The home duals are against 
DC Everest, Marshfield, and Wausau 
West. Each dual will be tough and 
there should be some good individual 
matches. 
A FINAL WORD FROM THE COACH: 
All the coaches and wrestlers are 

looking forward to a new challenge. 
We want to put our stamp on the 
season. We have a few Seniors with 
experience and some nice Juniors 
and underclassmen that will compete 
hard. We have some exciting wrestlers 
looking to accomplish some goals they 
have set for themselves. This is a very 
exciting team of wrestlers to watch. 
The team has some very high level 
competitors who have experience. We 
will represent Merrill wrestling with 
class.

BOYS WRESTLING  
from page 15
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Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!
Kevin J. Blake
(715) 204-0084

www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com
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BBRINGRING

“HOME”“HOME”
BBRINGRING

“HOME”“HOME”

1301 N. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)

Sales:
(715) 536-4542

Parts/Service:
(715) 536-3039

www.breamanmerrillford.com

Best of Luck toBest of Luck to
All Area Athletes!All Area Athletes!

Breaman Merrill Ford
It’s Easier Than You Think

29
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Trucks/SUV’s/Cars
Great Financing Rates

Page 17 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, December 12, 202417 EAST MERRILL UNITED EAST MERRILL UNITED 
(EMU) HOCKEY(EMU) HOCKEY

EMU United 2024-25 Hockey Team. Front row L to R: Nick Townsend, Collin Gennrich, Brody Klebenow, Jackson Pierce, Eric Grunenwald, and Landon Thurs. 
Second row L to R: Lauren Rice, Kanin Jahnke, Brody Trantow, Parker Klebenow, Connor Burton, Chase Klebenow, Zach Pagel, Liam Zdroik, Nick Bodner, and 
Keeley Benedict. Third row L to R: Coach Trantow, Bryn Imhoff, Coach Pagel, Connor Zdroik, Will Mroczenski, Tony Stricklin, Landon Bennett, Owen Reeves, Ryker 
Remington, Brody Benedict, Hunter Renken, Alex Petrowski, Coach Swan, Ryleigh Golisch, and Coach Glovinski.  Katie Hanson photo.

The East Merrill Newman 
Bluejacks Hockey Team 
is comprised of players 
from Wausau East, 
Merrill, and Newman 
High Schools. Merrill 
players are shown in 
bold.

HEAD COACH: Nathan 
Pagel 19th year with the 
program; 4th year as 
Head Coach.
ASSISTANT COACHES: 
Greg Glovinski, 4th 
season with EMU; Kyle 
Swan, 7th season with 
EMU; Chris Trantow, 4th 
season with EMU.

2023-24 RECORD: 3-21
2023-24 POST SEASON: 
Lost to Wausau West in 
1st round.
RETURNING ALL-
CONFERENCE: Zach 
Pagel(Honorable 
Mention).

KEY RETURNERS: Zach Pagel, Nick Bodner, Parker 
Klebenow, Brody Trantow, Ryker Remington, Liam 
Zdroik, Jackson Pierce, Eric Grunenwald, Brody 
Benedict, and Brody Klebenow.

KEY LOSSES: Vincent Newman-Knuckles, Isaac 
Kaczmarowski, and Connor McCorkle.
KEY NEWCOMERS: Bryce Jokinen, Chace Cerny, 
Michael Nichols, Jack Taylor, Kellen Burton, Noah 
Mayer, Shane Gibson, Jayden Prentice, Jordan 
Prentice, and Lucas Seefeldt.
2023-24 RECAP: Our season started off slow, as we 
had quite a few new players at Varsity and it took 
a little while for them to adjust to the speed of the 
game. Once we got to the Marathon Cup in the 
middle of December, we had a strong game against 
Mosinee and won our first Valley Conference game 

in six years against D.C. Everest. We played well 
against really good teams, but would fall off in the 
middle of the third period. Our second big win of the 
season came against Rhinelander in OT. It seemed 
like we were finally starting to finish games. We 
ended up playing in six overtime games last season. 
We finished off the season with Marshfield, where 
the game remained tied until the last three minutes 
of the game when we gave up a goal. It was a much 
more competitive season compared to the past 
years.

Unfortunately, our season came to an end against 
Wausau West in the first round of the playoffs. 

2024-25 OUTLOOK: Our numbers have continued to 
grow. We are starting the season with 38 players 
and will be able to run a full JV and Varsity schedule. 
This year we will—for the first time in many seasons—

have more upperclassmen than underclassmen. We 
also only lost three players from our Varsity roster. 
That should help us to be more competitive when 
playing the bigger schools in our conference.

I would like to see us get better in the offensive 
zone—start to put more shots up, get better scoring 
opportunities, and win more puck battles.

A key to our success this year is staying together and 
working as team.

FINAL WORD FROM THE COACH: As we start this 
season, I am looking forward to seeing what we can 
accomplish since we are finally on equal playing 
field with the age of the players. This is a good 
group of players that have bought into what we are 
coaching and have worked hard in the offseason to 
strengthen themselves overall.  
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Leah D. Reist, Director • McKenna K. Meunier, Director
Tammy Klade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Serving the Community Since 1934
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MERRILL BLUEJAYS!MERRILL BLUEJAYS!
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• Sales • Service

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am-5:00 pm

• Family owned & operated since 2007

• Quality pre-owned cars for sale

• Dealership diagnostic capabilities

• 2 year / 24,000 mile warranty on parts & labor

715-536-1900 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm
400 E. 2nd St., Merrill • www.autojockeys.com

GOOD LUCK
MERRILL BLUEJAYS!
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715-536-8323

Best of Luck BluejayBest of Luck Bluejay
Boys & GirlsBoys & Girls

Basketball, Boys &Basketball, Boys &
Girls Wrestling, andGirls Wrestling, and
Boys & Girls HockeyBoys & Girls Hockey
Have a Great SeasonHave a Great Season
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Best of Luck
MerriLL

BLuejays!

Hall Rental Available
715-536-4664

418 Grand Ave., Merrill418 Grand A  Merrill
S&S BARS&S BAR Open Daily

9 am - Close

1205 N. Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-7471

Merrill Eagles Club

GOOD LUCK BLUEJAYS
From your Friends at the...

Like us on Facebook

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

On The Web! 584.localfoewi.com

Banquet / Meeting Hall Available

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE
• Monday: Open at 3pm

• Lunch avaiLabLe:

Tues. & Fri. 11am-2pm

Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm

Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• dinner Menu: Tues. 4-8pm & Fri. 4-8pm

• SaTurday: Open at 3pm

• Sunday: Open From 11am-7pm 68
24

4

Featuring Steaks, Pressure Fried Chicken and Pork Chops
• Fish Fries available Tues.-Fri.

Banquet / Meeting Hall Available

• Monday: Soup & Sandwich Available 3-7pm

• Lunch Available:

TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm

WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm

Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm & FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Open at 3pm

• SUNDAY: Open From 11am-7pm

CARRYOUTS
AVAILABLE

On The Web! 584.localfoewi.com

Proud supporters of the Merrill Bluejayssuppor of Bluejays

Good Luck
MerriLLathLetes!

(715) 536-2262 • 1204 N. Center Ave., Merrill • www.merrillsheetmetal.com

HEATING COOLING FIREPLACES STOVES

Merrill Sheet Metal
HEATING COOLING&

Serving

Our Community

Since 1913
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Proud supporters of the Merrill Bluejayssuppor of Bluejays

Good Luck
MerriLLathLetes!

41
00

91

1815 Water St. & 605 N. Ohio St.,
Merrill, WI 54452

www.sierrapacificwindows.com

LET’S GOLET’S GO
BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!
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Girls 
Basketball 
2024-25 

information was 
not available at 

the time of 
printing.

GIRLS BASKETBALLGIRLS BASKETBALL

 Joseph Frederick photo.
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The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri, Dec. 13 Wausau East (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri, Dec. 13 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues, Dec. 17 Shawano Comm. (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues, Dec. 17 Shawano Comm. (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Thurs, Dec. 19 Medford (JV) Home 5:45 pm
Thurs, Dec. 19 Medford (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri, Dec. 13 Wausau East (JV) Home 5:45 pm
Fri, Dec. 13 Wausau East (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (JV) Away 6:30 pm
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm

Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Dec. 12 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 7:30 pm
Sat, Dec. 14 Marathon Cup-Greenheck (Varsity) Away 5:30 pm
Sat, Dec. 14 Marathon Cup-Greenheck (Varsity) Away 7:30 pm
Tues, Dec. 17 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Sat, Dec. 14 River Falls-Greenheck (JV) Away 12:00 pm
Sat, Dec. 14 River Falls-Greenheck (Varsity) Away 2:00 pm
Tues, Dec. 17 West Salem (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
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Merrill Varsity Girls compete in Kimberly  
Wrestling Tournament, Clark places first

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

2024 Kimberly Papermaker 
Invitational

The Merrill Girls Varsity Wrestling Team 
kicked off their competitive season on the 
wrestling mat in Kimberly, Wis. this past 
weekend, and one Lady Jay brought home a 
first-place finish.  

The Merrill Girls were up against 
competition from female wrestlers 
representing 29 other schools at the 
Kimberly Papermaker Girls Wrestling 
Varsity Invitational Meet on Saturday, Dec. 
7, 2024. Competitors came from:  Sun Prairie 
West, Appleton West, Appleton North, 
Fond Du Lac, Neenah, Menasha, Oshkosh 
West, West De Pere, Sun Prairie East, 
Brillion, Chilton, Dodgeland, Elkhart Lake-
Glenbeulah, Fox Valley Lutheran, Freedom, 
Manawa, New Holstein, Shiocton, Sturgeon 
Bay, Wittenberg-Birnamwood, Manitowoc 
Lincoln, New London, Berlin, Xavier High 
School, Bay Port, Green Lake/Princeton, 
Wrightstown, and Shawano Community, as 
well as the wrestlers from Kimberly. 

Three Merrill Girls Varsity wrestlers 
attended and did the Lady Jays proud, 
including Junior Adison Clark who took 
first place, winning all three of  her matches 
by fall. 

“This was the first competition for the 
girls this season,” said Merrill Girls Varsity 
Wrestling Team Head Coach Scott Arneson. 
“Kaylynn Allen (Junior), Kendell Klug 
(Freshman), and Adison Clark (Junior) 
competed in the Tournament.”

“All three individuals wrestled well,” he 
said. “They were aggressive, confident, and 
battled with GRIT.”

“They also all found areas to improve on,” 
Arneson said, “which should make for a 
great week of  practice for them before they 
next compete.”

Individual Merrill wrestlers results
• 126 - Kendell Klug (3-2) placed 6th.

Round 1 - Kendell Klug (Merrill) 3-2 won 
by fall over Natalia Lambrecht (West De 
Pere) 3-2 (Fall 1:41)

Round 2 - Kylee Kurszewski (Neenah) 27-5 
won by fall over Kendell Klug (Merrill) 3-2 
(Fall 2:49)

Round 3 - Kendell Klug (Merrill) 3-2 
received a bye () (Bye)

Consolation Bracket - Kendell Klug 
(Merrill) 3-2 won by fall over Alivia 
Kasuboski (Berlin) 15-30 (Fall 1:20)

5th Place Match - Aubrey Hess (Shiocton) 
15-22 won by fall over Kendell Klug (Merrill) 
3-2 (Fall 1:46)

• 132 - Kaylynn Allen (9-7) placed 9th.
Round 1 - Sevanna Hoyer (Brillion) 4-1 

won by fall over Kaylynn Allen (Merrill) 9-7 
(Fall 1:27)

Round 2 - Kaylynn Allen (Merrill) 9-7 
received a bye () (Bye)

Round 3 - Natalie Flohr (Menasha) 27-15 
won by fall over Kaylynn Allen (Merrill) 9-7 
(Fall 2:15)

Consolation Bracket - Kaylynn Allen 
(Merrill) 9-7 won by fall over Alyssa Zemple 
(Manawa) 2-3 (Fall 1:01)

9th Place Match - Kaylynn Allen (Merrill) 
9-7 won by fall over Sarah McCarthy 
(Kimberly) 12-18 (Fall 0:55)

• 132 E1 - Adison Clark (5-1) placed 1st.
Round 1 - Adison Clark (Merrill) 5-1 won 

by fall over McCaylee Martinez (Bay Port) 
1-2 (Fall 1:11)

Round 2 - Adison Clark (Merrill) 5-1 won 
by fall over Julia Rangel (Neenah) 10-19 (Fall 
5:39)

Round 3 - Adison Clark (Merrill) 5-1 won 
by fall over Debora Flores (Menasha) 10-19 
(Fall 0:56)

“The majority of  our team will compete, 
Monday, Dec. 16, at the middle school and 
again at the Hodag Tournament in the 
Dome on Friday, Dec. 20,” Arneson said. 
“Then they will be off until the New Year. 
Since we have a large number of  newbies, 
the coaching staff is holding the Girls out 
an extra week before competing to get just 

a little better prepared. Hopefully, this extra 
week will give the Girls an edge over the 
competitions coming up next week.”

“It is not too late to join our awesome 
TEAM—Merrill Women’s Wrestling is 

going to grow fast and be a force in the near 
future,” he said. “Come join the fastest 
growing sport in the USA—WOMEN’S 
WRESTLING!”

Merrill Boys are back on the mat
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

SPASH dual
The Merrill Boys Varsity 

Wrestling Team was back 
on the mat in Stevens 
Point for a season-opening 
dual against Stevens Point 
Area Senior High School 
(SPASH) on Thursday, Dec. 
5, 2024. and this time SPASH 
wrestled out the win, 49-30.

The Panthers overtook 
the Bluejays in this round, 
but five Bluejays came away 
with winning pins:  Dustin 
(Dusty) Schmirler, Broc 
Suchocki, Remington Skic, 
Callum Wheeler, and Noah 
Klug. 

“Dusty wrestled well 
for us,” said Merrill Boys 
Varsity Wrestling Head 
Coach Brian Suchocki. 
“After giving up an early 
takedown, Dusty battled 
back and settled in with 
some good technique. Dusty 
put in some work this 
offseason, and you can see it 
in his wrestling.”

“Broc also gave up an 
early takedown but turned 
the tables with a reversal 
and pin,” he said. “It was 
great to see Broc get his 
first win of  his high school 
wrestling career.”

“Remington dominated 
start to finish,” Suchocki 
said. “Remington is fun to 
watch.”

“Callum came out strong, 
as well,” he said. “Callum 
had surgery after last 
season. For him, it’s about 
getting back out there and 
getting back to the level he 
was at last year. This win 

was a good start for that.”
“Noah looked sharp in 

his first match,” Suchocki 
said. “The big takeaway for 
him is that he wrestled with 
control and solid position.”  

“Overall, this was a tough 
start for us, teamwise,” 
he said. “It was our first 
competition of  the season, 
and we need to learn some 
lessons and come back 
stronger.”
Individual/Team Results

106 - Eldon Roth (SPASH) 
took the win by forfeit (no 
opponent) 6-0

113 - Dustin Schmirler 
(Merrill) took the win over 
Fritz Beversdorf  (SPASH) 
(Fall 2:42) 0-6

120 - Sam Riddle (SPASH) 
took the win by forfeit (no 
opponent) 6-0

126 - Broc Suchocki 
(Merrill) took the win over 
Camden Mayek (SPASH) 
(Fall 1:11)

132 - Camden Fischer 
(SPASH) took the win over 
Brett Suchocki (Merrill) 
(Decision 14-8) 3-0

138 - Remington Skic 
(Merrill) took the win over 
Will Mlsna (SPASH) (Fall 
5:02) 0-6

144 - Vince Marks 
(SPASH) took the win over 
Marcus Slagoski (Merrill) 
(Fall 0:50) 6-0

150 - Callum Wheeler 
(Merrill) took the win over 
Toby Klein (SPASH) (Fall 
2:46) 0-6

157 - Nathan Bernstein 
(SPASH) took the win over 
William Miemietz (Merrill) 
(MD 12-0) 4-0

165 - Andy Weller (SPASH) 
took the win over Hunter 
Opper (Merrill) (Fall 0:31) 
6-0

175 - Kyle Madlena 
(SPASH) took the win over 
Austin Depies (Merrill) (Fall 
1:46) 6-0

190 - Connor Skarsten 
(SPASH) took the win over 
Preston Schuelke (Merrill) 
(Fall 0:46) 6-0

215 - Noah Klug (Merrill) 
took the win over Josue 
Mata (SPASH) (Fall 0:54) 0-6

285 - Josh Woznicki 
(SPASH) took the win over 
Joshua Gustum (Merrill) 
(Fall 2:38) 6-0
Team Scores:  SPASH 
49-Merrill 30

2024 Kimberly 
Papermaker 
Invitational

The Merrill Boys were 
up against competition 
from 16 other schools at 
the invitational meet on 
Saturday, Dec. 7:  Appleton 
North, Menasha, Sun 
Prairie East, Ashwaubenon, 
Chilton/Hilbert, Coleman 
Cougars, Dodgeland, 
Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah, 
Kewaunee, Shiocton, 
Sturgeon Bay/Sevastopol, 

Manitowoc Lincoln, Berlin, 
Bay Port, Kimberly, and 
Green Lake/Princeton. 

Nine Merrill wrestlers 
attended. “It was good 
competition, and we stepped 
up,” Head Coach Suchocki 
said. “We had some solid 
results.”

“We had 6 wrestlers in 
the top 3, which is very 
good considering we had 
9 wrestlers competing 
and that it was a 17-team 
tournament,” he said. 
“Overall we were fourth.”

“As a team, we came to 
compete,” Suchocki said. 
“We had some real solid 
performances. Remington 
[Skic] put together a real 
good day of  wrestling. In 
the finals, he avenged a 
loss from last year when 
he beat Izaiah Sanchez 
(Shiocton) a two-time State 
place finisher. Remington 
is wrestling with confidence 
and solid technique. He puts 
a lot of  extra time in, and it 
shows.”

“Dusty [Schmirler] 
competed really well and 
battled to the end in the 
finals,” he said. “He doesn’t 
give up takedowns easily 
because he battles through. 
Dusty is continuing to 
compete well.”

“Broc [Suchocki] 
managed to make the 
finals in his first high 
school tournament,” Coach 
Suchocki said. “He fights 
well in many situations and 
keeps himself  in matches. 
As a Freshman, it’s great to 
see his competitiveness.”

“Noah [Klug] is strong 
and in control throughout,” 

he said. “His matches 
leading to the finals were 
well wrestled. In the finals, 
unfortunately, he got caught 
in a rough position which 
cost him. Noah will continue 
to get better this season.” 

“Austin [Depies] had a 
nice day,” Suchocki said. 
“We are working with 
Austin slowing things. He 
always gives everything he 
has. His approach was good, 
and in his third place match, 
he showed a lot of  heart 
getting the win.”

“Mat time always benefits 
Josh [Gustum],” he said. 
“You can see his confidence 
grow throughout the day, 
and he moves better. Josh 
will figure things out, 
especially as he wrestles 
more.” 

“Callum [Wheeler] 
lost some tough matches 
that will make him better 
going through the season,” 
Suchocki said. 

“Will [Miemietz] 
continues to battle hard 
every time he steps on the 
mat,” he said. 

“Preston [Schuelke] had 
a nice win at the end of  the 
day,” Suchocki said. “He has 
the tools.”

“All of  the guys competed 
well and it was a good 
tournament for us to start 
the season,” he said.

“We had some early 
injuries that are depleting 
our line-up to start the 
season,” Suchocki said. 
“Hopefully. we will get some 
of  those guys back.”

Individual Merrill 
wrestlers results

113 - Dustin Schmirler (41-

10) placed 2nd and scored 
41.5 team points.

126 - Broc Suchocki (3-2) 
placed 2nd and scored 39.0 
team points.

138 - Remington Skic (43-
9) placed 1st and scored 49.5 
team points.

150 - Callum Wheeler (35-
13) placed 7th and scored 
26.0 team points.

157 - William Miemietz (6-
13) placed 10th and scored 
18.0 team points.

175 - Austin Depies (37-16) 
placed 3rd and scored 38.0 
team points.

190 - Preston Schuelke (17-
24) placed 11th and scored 
16.0 team points.

215 - Noah Klug (42-9) 
placed 2nd and scored 42.0 
team points.

285 - Josh Gustum (18-12) 
placed 3rd and scored 38.0 
team points.
Final team tournament 
results

1. Coleman 561.0
2. Shiocton 444.5
3. Kimberly 314.5
4. Merrill 308.0
5. Chilton/Hilbert 302.5
6. Appleton North 294.0
7. Manitowoc Lincoln 

266.0
8. Ashwaubenon 229.5
9. Elkhart Lk.-Glen./

Howards Gr. 229.5
10. Kewaunee 215.5
11. Princeton/Green Lake 

209.0
12. Sun Prairie East 207.5
13. Sturgeon Bay/

Sevastopol 164.0
14. Menasha 155.0
15. Bay Port 121.5
16. Berlin 92.5
17. Dodgeland 72.5

Remington Skic at the 2024 
Papermaker Invitational 
Tournament.
 Submitted photo.
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Aidan Houghton

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Aidan Houghton, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the week
of Dec. 12, 2024. Aidan plays on the Merrill Varsity Boys Basketball Team, and Coach Troy Pieper said he
“filled the box score up” and “did a little bit of everything,” contributing “9 points, 9 rebounds, and a handful
of assists” in the game against Wausau Newman. Aidan said it feels like he’s been playing basketball
forever, but he started playing in Merrill in sixth grade for both Prairie River Middle School (PRMS) and the
Merrill Traveling Team, then played JV at MHS for two years and Varsity starting as a Junior. Aidan also
played Merrill Varsity Football for two years, having started playing tackle football in third grade in Portland,
Oregon, and then, after moving to Merrill in the fifth grade, on the Blue Team at PRMS.
His favorite class at school is Bluejay Design and Manufacturing, and he is involved in the Co-op Program
working at Festival Foods in Weston. In his free time, Aidan likes to work out at Riverside Athletic Club or
the YMCA in Wausau, play video games, go shopping or just be home with family, and play video games
or just hang out with friends at their houses.
The son of Vanessa Houghton of Merrill, Aidan has a 2.7 GPA and is undecided about his career plans
after high school graduation.

Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.
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BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

With about a dozen Merrill-area hockey 
players on the East Merrill United (EMU) 
Hockey Team this year, more Merrill 
residents are keeping a close watch on 
the team’s progress. While we don’t have 
in-depth details to share or game play-
by-plays at the moment, we can share the 
team’s scores as they’re getting full-on into 
their season. As of  Tuesday morning, Dec. 
10, EMU had won three of  the six games 
they’ve played, counting the Invitational in 
late November. 

Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024 at the Langlade 
County Memorial Building
Box Score
EMU 7 - Antigo 1

Saturday, Nov. 30, Boys Ice Hockey 
Varsity Invitational at Edwards Ice Arena 
(Telfer Park) (Teams Stoughton, Beloit, 
Monroe, EMU)
Box Score 
Game 1:  Beloit Memorial 8 - EMU 5. 
Game 2:  EMU 9 - Stoughton 1.

Tuesday, Dec. 3, at Marathon Park Ice 
Arena
Box Score 
EMU 6 - Waupaca 4

Thursday, Dec. 5, at Marathon Park Ice 
Arena
Box Score 
SPASH 18 - EMU 0.

Saturday, Dec. 7, at the Merrill Area 
Recreation Center Ice Arena
Box Score 
Marquette 6 - EMU 0A scene from the recent EMU hockey game against Marquette at the MARC.

 Joseph Frederick photo.

Merrill Boys Basketball Team wins 2 out of 3 games
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Boys Varsity 
Basketball Team took 
on the Boys at Newman 
Catholic High School in an 
away game, getting back 
out on the court to compete 
on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, 
and brought home a win, 
celebrating a 74-37 Bluejays 
vs. Cardinals victory.  

“It was a good season 
opener for us,” said Merrill 
Boys Varsity Basketball 
Head Coach Troy Pieper. 
“The energy was good all 
night, I liked how we played 
for the first game of  the 
year, the defense for the 
most part was on point, and 
we rebounded the ball very 
well on both ends.” 

“These are good games to 
have early in the season,” 
he said. “All the guys get 
good minutes. It’s good for 
everyone to get those first 
Varsity minutes for the 
ones who are experiencing 
that for the first time.”

“We got good minutes 
from a number of  guys,” 
Pieper said. “I really like 
how Aidan Houghton filled 
the box score up. He did a 
little bit of  everything. He 
finished with 9 points, 9 
rebounds, and a handful of  
assists as well.”

Tyson Ott (5 FG, 3 3pt, 
6 FT, 6 rbd, 3 stl) was the 
high scorer of  the game 

for Merrill, putting up 
19 points, followed by Eli 
Burtman (3 FG, 1 3pt, 5 FT, 
6 rbd, 1 ast) with 12 points 
and Carter Kaminski (4 FG, 
2 3pt, 5 rbd) with 10 points.

Box Score
Merrill 74 @ Wausau 
Newman 37

The Merrill Boys Varsity 
Basketball Team landed a 

decisive win over Crandon 
in their Thursday, Dec. 
5, home game. But while 
the Bluejays beat their 
second set of  Cardinals in 
as many days, again with a 
Bluejays’ score of  74, Head 
Coach Pieper said he knows 
the boys could have done 
better, particularly on the 
defensive side of  things. 

“It wasn’t our best effort 

especially on defense, 
however we did enough to 
get the job done,” Pieper 
said. “It’s probably the most 
frustrated I’ve been after an 
18-point win.”

“Don’t get me wrong—
I’ll take an 18-point win 
any day of  the week,” he 
said. “It just felt like we 
were a little flat all night 
and just couldn’t get the 
spark to really roll, and to 
me that starts on defense. 
Your defense can fuel your 
energy on a night like that.”

“I’m happy the guys kept 
battling,” Pieper said. “We 
are 2-0 and we did what we 
were supposed to do to start 
the season.” 

“Four guys in double 
figures it always a positive,” 
he said. 

“I liked how our Seniors 
played tonight,” Pieper 
said. “A few of  them 
that stood out to me with 
their energy and work 
on both ends were Jacob 
Schmeltzer—19 points (5 
FG, 4 3pt, 5 FT, 2 ast, 4 stl), 
EJ Weix—15 points (5 FG, 1 
3pt, 4 FT, 5 rbd, 4 ast, 2 stl), 
and Aidan Houghton—14 
points (6 FG, 1 3pt, 1 FT, 10 
rbd, 4 ast, 2 stl). Sophomore 
Tyson Ott—14 points (4 FG, 
3 3pt, 3 FT, 3 rbd, 1 ast, 4 stl) 
was also in double figures 
tonight.”

Box Score
Crandon 56 @ Merrill 74   

The Merrill Bluejays 
were back on the road 
on Friday, Dec. 6, to play 
the Mosinee Indians in 
Mosinee, but this time 
they couldn’t quite bring 
home the win. By halftime, 
Merrill was trailing 32-19.
Mosinee took the game 68-
57. 

“They came out with 
more energy and had a bit 
more of  a sense of  urgency 
than we did,” Pieper said. 
“They got up early and it 
took us just a little too long 
to get settled in.”  

“I thought we did enough 
down the stretch of  the 
first half  to keep ourselves 
in the game,” he said. 
“However, we started the 
second half  the same way 
we started the first half  and 
allowed them to go on a 7-0 
run to start the half  and we 
found ourselves down 20. 
Again, like the first half, we 
battled back, and I really 
liked how we played after 
the slow start in the second 
half. There were multiple 
times we had chances to cut 
it under 10 but just couldn’t 
hit that big shot that I 
think could have really 
sparked us to complete the 
comeback.”  

“EJ Weix did his part 
all night trying to create 
energy for us and help 
lead us to a comeback,” 
Pieper said. “He really laid 
it all out there tonight and 
played hard.”  

EJ Weix (6 FG, 1 3pt, 
10 FT, 8 rbd, 3 ast, 3 stl) 
was Merrill’s high scorer, 
putting up 23 points for 
the team, followed by 
Aidan Houghton (4 FG, 1 
3pt, 2 FT, 4 rbd, 2 ast, 2 stl) 
with 11 points and Jacob 
Schmeltzer (2 FG, 3 FT, 8 
rbd, 1 ast, 1 st) with 7 points, 
respectively.

“I will take some blame, 
as well,” Pieper said. “I 
think I should have done 
better getting more of  the 
bench in at times to give 
guys more of  a break in 
both halves. Maybe if  we 
had conserved some of  the 
energy for the stretch run, 
we could have made the 
comeback complete. That 
is something I will be better 
at and be sure to try and not 
make that same mistake 
again moving forward.”

“As a team, we can learn 
a lot from this game, and we 
will be better because of  it,” 
he said.

Box Score
Merrill 57 @ Mosinee 68

Senior #5 Aidan Houghton leaps into action.
 Peter Tesch photo.

Senior #11 EJ Weix is about to get one over the rim in the game 
against Crandon. Joseph Frederick photo.


