
Call for appointment
715-551-7012 or
715-536-6070

1216 E. Main St., Merrill

Hair By Julie
is now at

Designers Plus Studio & Spa
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5PM–10PM | Saturday, December 21st
Merry Merrill Market

• Merrill Ace Hardware • Ana Blair’s
• Auntie Rays (5PM-?) • The Humble

• Mergetts Mouthwatering Mayhem - Food Truck

Shop
Local!

Sales &
Specals!

See our ad in next week’s Foto News for more details!

Last
Minute
Gifts!

1400 Logan ave. • Merrill

715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-1

Stop & Check Out
All Our Gift Items...

21
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96

& much more.

• Breyer Toys • Schleich Toys
• Ertl Toys

• Wine & Beer Making Supplies
• Georgia & Rocky Boots

42
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Early Deadlines for the
January 2nd Issue

DISPLAY & CLASSIFIEDS:
Fri., Dec 27th by 3 PM

Our office will be closed
December 23 - 26
and January 1

To allow our employees
time with their family for
Christmas, the Merrill Foto
News will not be published

on December 26th.

Happy Holidays!

Dustin Dengel DDS
Looking for a dentist that treats your
family like their own?
Merrill native, Dr. Dustin Dengel, is now
accepting new patients in Wausau - a
short drive from Merrill. Call our office to
schedule today.

Szmanda Dental Center - Rib Mountain
227071 Hummingbird Rd, Wausau, WI 54401
Call (715) 845-3200 to set up your
appointment today
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Christmas activities kick 
off in Merrill this weekend

Shop local this Christmas!
The Merrill area offers options for everyone and every budget

Volunteers erect Christmas tree
Santa to light the tree this Saturday evening at the end of Merrill’s Christmas Parade

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Christmas activities are kicking off  the 
holiday season in Merrill this Saturday, 
Dec. 7, 2024. From craft shows to Christmas 
shopping to supporting local non-profi ts at 
the beautiful annual O’Tannenbaum Tour 
to Merrill’s lighted Christmas Parade, 
Christmas is close at hand. Then Trinity 
will host their live nativity, St. Francis will 
host their Breakfast with St. Nick, and St. 
John the Baptist in Bloomville will hold 
their Christmas Bazaar, all on Sunday, 
Dec. 8. And next week is the City’s Tour of  
Lights! 

Christmas craft and vendor 
events

Several Christmas craft and vendor 
events will take place this Saturday, 
providing opportunities for area residents 
to shop for handmade gifts and holiday 
decor or items from favorite vendors. More 
than 100 crafters, vendors, boutiques, and 
small businesses will showcase their wares 
at three locations. Shoppers in search 
of  unique or handcrafted items, crafts, 
jewelry, clothing, baked goods, candies, 
and gifts will have a good selection. Some 
locations will also have raffl  e baskets, and 

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Regardless of  who is on 
your Christmas shopping 
list or how long (or short) 
that list may be, keeping 
your Christmas shopping 
local is a great way to 
stimulate and safeguard 

the Merrill economy. 
To keep your money in 
Merrill, think creatively, 
and use these ideas as a 
starting point.

Consider all the stores 
you may not be aware of  
by taking a slow stroll 
down East Main St., East 

First St., East Second St., 
West Main St., or Grand 
Ave. in Merrill with a hot 
cup of  coff ee or cocoa in 
hand and enjoy all the 
Christmas decorations 
in the windows at the 
same time. Or pay extra 
attention as you’re 

driving by. You’ll no 
doubt be surprised at 
the businesses—some 
of  them new in the last 
year or three—right 
here in Merrill, and 
you’ll probably discover 
a new place or two to 
shop that you didn’t 
even know existed. 

Whether you’re 
Christmas shopping for 

Volunteers from 
Courtside Furniture 
assembled and erected 
the Christmas tree on the 
lawn of  the Lincoln County 
Courthouse. Special thanks 
to Bryce Jirovec, Shawn 
Buckley, Brady Peck, and 
Tony Kusserow—and to 
Eric Dayton of  Boxkar 
Rentals LLC for donating 
his time and the use of  his 
lift to place the very top of  
the tree—for keeping this 
holiday tradition alive and 
making the season Merry 
and Bright in Merrill! 

Santa will light the tree 
for the beginning of  the 
Christmas season in Merrill 
at the end of  the Merrill 
Christmas Parade this 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. The 
parade starts at 5 p.m. and 
ends at the Lincoln County 
Courthouse. 

Eric Dayton uses a lift to help place the top 
of the Christmas tree at the Lincoln County 
Courthouse. Submitted photo.

The Christmas tree on the Lincoln County 
Courthouse lawn awaits Santa’s touch. Santa 
will light the tree this Saturday evening when 
he arrives at the end of the Christmas parade. 
 Jennifer Gartmann photo.

A view of E. Main Street in Merrill looking east. It’s a great time to shop local.
 Joseph Frederick photo.

A fl oat in the 2023 Christmas parade. Joseph Frederick photo.

See SHOP 
LOCAL page 6 See KICK OFF page 7
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Warm up a bowl of
fresh popcorn!
• Yellow or White
$119 lb.

• Red, Blue or Rainbow
$139 lb.

• Mushroom
(Large Kernel)
$139 lb.

• Ladyfinger
$175 lb.

...and 5 different seasonings
to choose from!

Premium Soft
Wood Pellets
$649 40 lbs. $300 a ton

Sale! Deer Carrots
$700 20 lbs.

DELI SPECIALS
Mozzarella Cheese
$399 lb.
Artisan Ham
$529 lb.

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

RADA CUTLERY
• High Quality -
Made in the USA

• Reasonably P d
Great gifts for
friends & family.

arrots

. & SAT

)

A
y Priced

eese

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Make The Perfect Gift!

MENTION THIS AD
& Get An Additional $10 for Every $50

Worth of Gift Certificates You Purchase!

BUY YOUR SEASON PASS NOW & SAVE!

SAVE ON:SAVE ON:
• Clothing• Clothing
• Equipment• Equipment
•• AccessoriesAccessories

1604 O’Day St.
Merrill

715-536-2529

Merrill
Golf
Club

AT MERRILL GOLF CLUB

PRO SHOP
CHRISTMAS BLOWOUT SALE

• Food Available Saturday, December 14th!
• Refreshments available

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH • 10 AM - 4 PM 43
02

10

December
Holiday Hours:

M/W/F: 9/11/13/16/18/20...........................8am-7pm

Sat.: 14/21 ..................................................9am-2pm

Sun.: 15/22 ............................................... Noon-4pm

Christmas Eve: .............................................9am-2pm

SPECIALS
Yamaha Soundbar Mod. #YAS-209 Retail $429.95

$379.95$379.95
Denon Record Player Mod. #DP-29F Retail $299.95

$219.00$219.00

Johnson Acoustic Gaitars
Natural-Full Size Retail $329.95 $269.00$269.00
Sunburst-Full Size Retail $329.95 $269.00$269.00
Blue Beginner-Small Size Retail $299.95 $229.00$229.00

Samsung • 4KQLED • T.V.’S
85” & 98” T.V.’S Can be Special Ordered

75” Mod. # QN75QN95DAF Retail $4,599.95 $3,795.00$3,795.00

65” Mod. # QN65QN95DAF Retail $3,599.95 $3,199.00$3,199.00

55” Mod. # QN55QN90DAF Retail $2,099.95 $1,799.00$1,799.00
Mod. # QN55QN85CAF Retail $1,699.95 $1,430.00$1,430.00
Mod. # QN55Q80DAF Retail $1,499.95 $1,280.00$1,280.00

50” Mod. # QN50QN90DAF Retail $1,799.95 $1,399.00$1,399.00
Mod. # QN50Q60DAF Retail $1,099.95 $899.00$899.00

43” Mod. # QN43Q60DAF Retail $799.95 $699.00$699.00
Mod. # UN43DU8000F Retail $599.95 $499.00$499.00

32” Mod. # UN32N5300AF Retail $499.95 $399.00$399.00

LG Mod. # 242M530S Retail $299.95 $259.00$259.00

Basic Delivery & Setup $199.99 (Hooking to peripherals & coding remotes)

Deluxe Delivery & Setup $299.99 (Samsung Acct. Plus Apps, Coding Remotes)

Miscellaneous Stocking Stuffers:
• eevo Wifi Devices • Off Air Antennas &

Rabbit Ears • Wireless Headphones
• Bluetooth Headphones & Speakers

• Surge Protectors • Harmonics/Guitar
Strings/ Accessories • Gift Certificates

• Accessory Cables & Brackets

43
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225758 Rib Mt. Dr.
Wausau • 355-4462

Your One-Stop
Baking Headquarters

Largest Selection of Frozen
Pastry, Strudel, Scone, Roll &
Bread Doughs in the country!

We offer the largest selection of holiday Sprinkles & baking
sugars you’ll ever find.

Baking Flours • Candy Cherries Nuts
Chocolate Chips

Melting White Milk & Dark Chocolate
Holiday Hours: M-F 9-8; Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-5

Mini Holiday Cookie Dough:
Butter Spritz, Mexican
Wedding, Toffee, Maple
Walnut, Mint and More

Ready to Bake & Decorate Sugar
Circle Cutouts, Assortment of

Trees, Snowmen, & Stars 24ct.,
Gingerbread Men Cutouts 12ct.

We are located next to the VA Clinic,
between Harbor Freight & the new Ollie’s!

715-298-9339 • www.uffdahhh.com
1103 East Grand Ave, Rothschild, WI 54474

Near Wausau, Just off Hwy 29.

Open 10-4
7 Days a Week

The Uff da!The Uff da!
Sign StoreSign Store

Ya Ya! You Betcha!
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alueV     Quality

service you deserve.
, value and project, get all of the quality

When you are ready for a new building
 
and commercial use.
for suburban, equine, agricultural

fordable and attractive buildingsAf

service you deserve.

ickBuildings.comil l ieAtWW
800-569-3090
illie KimmonsW

For more information contact

42
46
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Page 2	 MERRILL FOTO NEWS	 Thursday, December 5, 20242 Lincoln County Board again seeking 
broker for Pine Crest sale

BY JALEN MAKI
MMC STAFF

The Lincoln County Board of  Supervisors is once again 
searching for a broker to facilitate the sale of  Pine Crest 
Nursing Home in Merrill.

According to a Request for Proposals (RFP) posted on 
the county website on Monday, Nov. 25, the Lincoln County 
Board of  Supervisors, through Administrative Coordinator 
Renee Krueger, is “seeking to contract with an individual or 
entity to act as a Real Estate Broker to provide information 
to, and solicit proposals from, prospective buyers” of  the 
county-owned facility.

The RFP follows the Board’s September approval of  a 
resolution authorizing the county’s Administrative and 
Legislative (A&L) Committee to pursue a sale of  Pine Crest. 

RFPs must be received by 12 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 13. 
All RFPS will be publicly opened in the lobby area of  the 
Lincoln County Service Center, 801 N. Sales St., Merrill, at 
12:15 p.m. that day.

This marks the second time the Board has gone through 
the process of  selling Pine Crest. 

According to the September resolution, several parties 

See PINE CREST page 3

MAPS accepts recent donations
The following donations 

were approved and/or 
accepted at the Aug. 21, 

2024, Merrill Area Public 
Schools (MAPS) Board of  
Education meeting:

State Farm Matching 
Program (matching Bob 
and Janet Grunenwald’s 
prior donation) - $1,000 
for the baseball team and 
$1,000 for the cross country 
team.

The following donations 
were approved and/or 
accepted at the Sept. 18, 
2024, MAPS Board of  
Education meeting:

A monetary donation 
from Aspirus, Inc. valued at 
$2,000 for hygiene products 

through the Merrill High 
School (MHS) Nest; a 
monetary donation from the 
MHS Class of  1994 valued 
at $605 to be split between 
the MHS and Prairie River 
Middle School (PRMS) 
Nests ($302.50 each); a check 
from Margaret Bowman 
valued at $50 for helping 
students at MAPS with 
negative lunch balances; a 
check from Park City Credit 
Union - IT Department 
valued at $50 for helping 
students at MAPS with 
negative lunch balances; 
school supplies from 

Merrill Chiropractic valued 
at $250 for student and 
staff use at Kate Goodrich 
Elementary School; and, 
school supplies and snacks 
from the Zulliger Family 
valued at $300 for student 
use at Pine River School for 
Young Learners.  

The following donations 
were approved and/or 
accepted at the Oct. 23, 2024 
MAPS Board of  Education 
meeting:

A monetary donation 
from Mari Nelson valued 
at $100 for the MHS Nest; 
the following sponsorship 
donations for the MHS 2024 
Youth Cheer Camp: Terx 
Shredding and Recycling 
Company $250; Nicolet 
National Bank $100; 
Grass Creek Greenhouse, 
LLC $75; Team Eisner 
Racing $50; Edward Jones 
$100; Interflex Group 
$250; Merrill Equipment 
Company $100; Penkert 
Properties Real Estate 
Management $150; Merrill 
Chiropractic $100; Hugo’s 

See DONATIONS 
page 5



JOIN NOW AND
GET THE REST OF

THE YEAR FOR FREE,
WITH A TOY DONATION!

536-2481www.riversideathletic.com
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“Three years ago, I set an easy goal
for myself. After reaching that goal, I
set a more difficult goal. Now working

out is a part of my routine.”

Established in 1981 Megan Kautzer

1 YEAR INTEREST1 YEAR INTEREST
FREE FINANCING!FREE FINANCING!

(To qualified credit, see store for details)(To qualified credit, see store for details)

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm • Friday 8am-7pm • Saturday 9am-1pm
Sun. By Appointment • 715-536-5922

HOME FURNISHINGS www.miller-furniture.com

4 Floors Of Quality
On Merrill’s West Side

Like us on
Facebook!

With FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal of Old,
Miller’s Home Furnishings of Merrill is Just plain Smart!
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LAZ-BOY HOLIDAY SALE
Power and

Power headrest with
leather like material

TROUPER SOFA & LOVE SEAT WITH CONSOLE

ALL ON SPECIAL!

SAVE ON

24TH ANNUAL
“SHOP TIL YOU DROP”

POKER RUN

Westside Market, Miller’s Home Furnishings, Ballyhoos, Victoria’s
Floral, Merrill Historical Society, Auntie Ray’s, Polka Dotted Pie,
Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Ace Hardware, The Humble, VIP
Office Products, Courtside Furniture, Inspiring Creativity, Merrill
SheetMetal, and GeissMeat Service would like to thank everyone
for participating in our 24th annual event. We look forward to
seeing you for our 25th Annual Poker Run on November 15, 2025!

$750.00 Gift Certificates

$180.00 Gift Certificates

$150.00 Gift Certificates

$120.00 Gift Certificates

Chula Vista Trip

$200.00 Chamber
Certificates

Grand Prize Winner:

1st Place Winner:

2nd Place Winner:

3rd Place Winner:

Worst Hand Winner:

Golden Egg Winner:

Dan Schotz

Nuleen Van Camp

Linda Taylor

Betty Hartwig

Greg Hartwig

Suzanne Herold

Thank you very much for your participation,
The Poker Committee!

25th Annual Poker Run • November 15, 2025

Thank
You

2024 POKER RUN WINNERS & PRIZES

431703
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Trinity Lutheran Church

107 N. State Street

Merrill, WI 54452
430146

Sunday, December 15, 2024
1:00 p.m.

The Firm Foundation Ringers Present:

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

430278In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Onion Rings
Breaded - Frozen
2 lbs.............................................ONLY

$299

Bratwurst Original
Fully Cooked - Frozen
19 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Pepperoni Pizza
Traditional Crust, Frozen
18 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Chicken Breast
Skinless, Boneless
Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Bacon Hardwood
Smoked, Maple, Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Turkey Sliced
Oven Roasted
Frozen
32 oz............................................ONLY

$399

Chicken Drumsticks
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$169
a lb

Bologna
Thick Slice - Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$149

Hashbrowns
Oval Patties - Frozen
45 oz............................................ONLY

$299

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz...............................................ONLY99¢

Butter
Salted Quarters
16 oz............................................ONLY

$299

American Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899

Cheddar Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899

Mozzarella Cheese
Diced
10 lbs....................................ONLY

$179
a lb

Havarti Cheese
9 lbs ...........................ONLY

$249
a lb

French Fries
Shoe String
Frozen
4.5 lbs..........................................ONLY

$499

Tator Tots
Frozen
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$799

Chicken Tenderloins
Uncooked
Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Latte Mocha
Energy
12-11 oz ......................................ONLY

$599

Pineapple Juice
12-8 oz ........................................ONLY

$399

Apple Pie Filling
21 oz............................................ONLY

$149

Sardines
In Water

4.37 oz..........................................ONLY99¢

Pork Sausage
Sage - Frozen

16 oz............................................ONLY
$199

Ribeye Steak
Uncooked

Frozen

10 oz.....................................ONLY
$899

a lb

Popcorn Chicken
Breaded - Uncooked

Frozen

5 lbs......................................ONLY
$189

a lb

Hot Dogs Pork,
Beef, Chicken, Frozen

16 oz............................................ONLY
$199

Blueberry Muffin
Batter - Frozen

16.5 oz.........................................ONLY
$299

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Bacon Applewood
Smoked - Frozen
12 oz............................................ONLY

$269

Sweet Potato
Fries Frozen
15 oz.............................................ONLY99¢

Ham Black Forest
Frozen
6 lbs......................................ONLY

$159
a lb

Yogurt
Vanilla Low Fat
32 oz............................................ONLY

$149

Coffee
Ground - Original
46 oz............................................ONLY

$799

Pasta Sauce
Meat
6.7 oz...........................................ONLY

$299

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
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Dear Reader,

As we go through life, there’s one undeniable 
truth we all share: we are all going to die. This 
sobering reality has been with us since the 
dawn of  humanity, yet we often fail to confront 
it until we’re forced to. But what if, instead 
of  avoiding this truth, we embraced it as a 
powerful motivator? What if  we used it to drive 
us toward something greater than ourselves?

Imagine if, knowing that our time here is limited, we 
dedicated our lives to becoming instruments of  God’s 
peace. Imagine if  we became peacemakers in a world that 
so desperately needs peace. The concept isn’t new—it’s 
been the call of  countless prophets, leaders, and thinkers 
throughout history. But now, perhaps more than ever, it’s a 
call we need to answer.

Why don’t we? Why don’t we choose to be God’s 
peacemakers, to show kindness and love that extends 
beyond our own material needs and desires? Perhaps it’s 
fear, or perhaps it’s because we’re so often caught up in 
the mundane routines of  life. We focus on accumulating 
wealth, power, and possessions, thinking that these things 
will bring us happiness. But deep down, we know that they 
won’t. True fulfillment comes from something far more 
profound.

What if  God’s plan all along has been for us to figure 
out that we’re here to spread peace and love? What if  our 
highest calling is to reach out to others, to transcend our 

own selfish needs, and to show acts of  kindness 
and compassion? It’s a simple idea, yet it’s 
incredibly powerful.

Think about the impact we could have if  
each of  us made the conscious decision to be 
a peacemaker. If  we chose to resolve conflicts 
rather than create them, to build bridges rather 
than walls, to spread love rather than hate. The 
ripple effect of  our actions could transform not 

just our immediate circles, but the world at large.
As instruments of  God’s peace, we have the opportunity 

to leave a lasting legacy. We can make a difference in 
a world that often seems lost in chaos and division. And 
in doing so, we can find a sense of  purpose that goes far 
beyond our individual lives.

So, let us ask ourselves: why not? Why not become 
peacemakers? Why not live our lives in a way that reflects 
the love and kindness that God has shown us? Why not 
strive to leave the world a better place than we found it?

In the end, we all will face the same fate. But until that 
day comes, let’s commit to living our lives as instruments 
of  peace. Let’s reach beyond our material needs, show love 
to those around us, and embrace the calling that has been 
with us all along. We may just find that in doing so, we 
fulfill the very purpose of  our existence.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

Becoming Instruments of  God’s Peace
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

have expressed interest in 
purchasing the nursing 
home, including Senior 
Management Inc. and 
Merrill Campus LLC. 
The organizations were 
previously set to buy the 
facility and the county’s 
Health and Human Services 
building earlier this year 
before they terminated the 
Asset Purchase Agreement 
with Lincoln County in 
response to a lawsuit filed 
by District 7 Supervisor 
Donald Dunphy in May.

Dunphy, who is also a 
member of  People for Pine 
Crest, a local group that 
has advocated against the 
sale of  the facility, said the 
lawsuit was his “vehicle to 
keep Pine Crest from being 
sold.” 

The suit was dismissed in 
July.

In August, the Board 
voted 8-11 to reject a 
resolution that would 
have placed a binding 
referendum related to Pine 
Crest funding on November 
ballots.

The Board also rejected 
a proposed Pine Crest 

funding referendum 
resolution in 2023.

The facility unexpectedly 
remaining on the county’s 

books for next year 
was among budgetary 
challenges highlighted by 
County Board Vice-Chair, 

District 12 Supervisor and 
Finance Committee Chair 
Julie DePasse during the 
Board’s November meeting. 
The Board ultimately 
approved the 2025 budget 
during the meeting.

The Board previously 
contracted with the firm 
Marcus & Millichap to 
broker a Pine Crest sale.

PINE CREST 
from page 2



Patrick Joseph Grob
 Patrick Joseph Grob, age 81, of Mer rill, passed
away on Tues day, No vem ber 12, 2024, at the
Tomah  VA  Med ical  Cen ter. He  was  born  in
Mer rill on July 2, 1943. He en listed in the United
States Army in June 1967, where he served as a
com bat  en gi neer,  and  ul ti mately  at tained  the  rank  of  E8
Mas ter Sergeant. Pat re tired from the Army in Oc to ber 1987.
He then worked for the city of Cop peras Cove, Texas for
over 10 years.
 Pat en joyed puz zles and had a sweet tooth for ice cream and
choco late! He had a life long love of cars, watch ing stars, the
Green  Bay  Pack ers  and  World  Cup  Soc cer.  Pat  was  an
ex tremely gen tle soul and al ways will ing to lis ten.
 Pat is sur vived by his son Alan (Lonie) Grob, grand chil dren
Jackie and Robert Grob, great grand daugh ter Eleonore
“Ellie”  Grob . He  is  also  sur vived  by  his  sis ter  Mary
Chvil icek, brother Peter (Jill) Grob, and brother-in-law
Radisa Miljkovic. Pat also leaves be hind many lov ing
cousins, 3 nieces, 1 nephew, 4 grand-nieces, and 2 grand-
nephews. He was pre ceded in death by his par ents Ralph and
Jean (Cronin) Grob, wife Rad mila “Mil lie”, son Robert
Grob, and brother-in-law Dan Chvil icek.
 The  memo r ial  ser vice  for  Pat  will  be  held  on  Sat ur day,
De cem ber  7,  2024.  Vis i ta tion  will  begin  at  12:30pm,
with a ser vice at 1:00pm, at Waid Fu neral Home. Pas tor
South combe will of fi ci ate. Fol low ing the ser vice, in urn ment
will take place at the Vet eran’s Memo r ial in St. Fran cis
Xavier  Ceme tery  in  Mer rill.   Mil i tary  hon ors  will  be
con ducted  by  the  Mer rill  V.F.W.  Post 1638.
 The fam ily wishes to ex tend a heart felt thank you to the VA
Med ical  Cen ter  in  Tomah,  WI,  for  all  their  care  and
com pas sion dur ing Pat’s time there.
 In  lieu  of  flow ers,  please  con sider  a  do na tion  to  Pat’s
fa vorite char i ties, St. Jude’s, or your local hu mane so ci ety.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

Mary Cather ine Grefe
 It is with deep sor row and
love that we an nounce the
pass ing of Mary Cather ine
Grefe, who peace fully left us
on No vem ber 26, 2024, at the
age of 81. Born on No vem ber
4, 1943, to the late Fred and
Dorothy (Hickey) Heldt. Mary
grad u ated from Holy Cross
High School in 1961. She
worked var i ous jobs while rais ‐
ing her fam ily, and she re tired
from Pine Crest Nurs ing
Home. Mary was a de voted
wife, mother, grand mother,
great-grand mother, sis ter, and

friend whose life was de fined by her un wa ver ing love for
fam ily, her warm spirit, and her en dur ing pas sions.
 Mary was a proud mother to eight chil dren: Judy Trudell,
Bob (Lori), Lynn (Jerry) Mar rier, Robert (Sara), Amy (Tim)
Geiger, Sarah (Greg) Schen zel, Tom, Pam (Brian) Su chocki.
Her legacy lives on in her 18 grand chil dren and 14 great-
grand chil dren, each of whom brought her im mense joy and
whom  she  cher ished  dearly.  As  a  mother,  she  of fered
con stant  sup port,  wis dom,  and  un con di tional  love.  Her
pres ence at fam ily gath er ings, school and sports events was a
con stant source of en cour age ment and pride. She took great
joy in watch ing her chil dren and grand chil dren grow and
thrive,  al ways  show ing  up  to  cheer  them  on  in  all  of
their  en deav ors.
 A woman of many pas sions, Mary was an avid bridge player
and en joyed count less hours tak ing rides and hav ing lunches
with  her  dear  friends,  al ways  mak ing  time  for  laugh ter,
strat egy, and ca ma raderie. She was also a ded i cated fan of
Wis con sin and Mer rill sports, find ing joy in sup port ing her
teams and shar ing that en thu si asm with those around her.
Her love of Wis con sin and Mer rill ath let ics was matched
only by her love of fam ily and com mu nity.
 Mary was deeply com mit ted to the hol i day tra di tions that
brought her fam ily to gether. Whether it was prepar ing fes tive
meals,  or  in  later  years  mi cro manag ing  the  prepa ra tions,
dec o rat ing  with  care,  or  sim ply  gath er ing  around  the
table,   the   hol i days   were   al ways   brighter   be cause   of
her  warmth,  de vo tion  and  play ful  spirit,  mak ing  these
mo ments  mem o rable.
 She  was  a  friend  to  many,  and  her  cir cle  of  close
friends  was  a  tes ta ment to her kind ness, gen eros ity, and
abil ity to con nect with peo ple on a deep and mean ing ful
level. Her friend ships were a source of strength, joy, and
shared laugh ter through out her life.
 She is fur ther sur vived by her sis ter Lois (John) Grans,
brother Ted (Rachel) Heldt, and sis ter-in-law Donna Heldt,
life long   friends  Jeff  and  Dar lene  Hanig,  along  with  a
com mu nity of friends who will con tinue to honor her legacy.
Mary is pre ceded in death by her hus band Robert and her
brother Fred Heldt.
 A vis i ta tion took place on Wednes day, De cem ber 4, 2024,
from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. at Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home
in Mer rill. The Mass of Chris t ian Bur ial for Mary will be
held at 11:00 A.M. on Thurs day, De cem ber 5, 2024, at St.
Fran cis Xavier Catholic Church, Mer rill. The bur ial will take
place at Mer rill Memo r ial Park Ceme tery.
 Memo r ial do na tions can be made in Mary’s name to Lin coln
County Hu mane So ci ety or St. Fran cis Xavier Catholic
Church or School. Any mon e tary gifts will be do nated to
Mer rill Ath letic Pro grams.
 The fam ily of Mary Grefe would like to ex tend heart felt
thank you to Mer rill and Wausau As pirus Hos pi tal, in clud ing
the ER staff, Car diac ICU, Car diac Teleme try and Pal lia tive
Care.
 Though Mary will be deeply missed, her mem ory will live
on through the gen er a tions she nur tured, the friend ships she
cul ti vated, and the love she gave so freely to all who knew
her.
 Tay lor-Stine Fu neral and Cre ma tion, Mer rill, is as sist ing the
fam ily. On line con do lences may be made at www. 
taylorstine. com

Ken neth G (Kenny) Woller
 Ken neth G (Kenny) Woller,
79, of Mer rill passed away on
No vem ber 25, 2024, at As pirus
Hos pi tal in Wausau. Ken was
born on April 21, 1945, in
Mer rill to Ray mond & Ardith
Woller. On Sep tem ber 16,
1967, he mar ried the love of
his life Rita. Ken had work at
An der son Broth ers & John son
quarry and then later at
SEMCO    from    where    he
re tired.
 When  he  was  younger  Ken
en joyed  bear  hunt ing  with
fam ily and friends. He loved to

tell the many sto ries of those days. Ken loved his fam ily and
spend ing time with them whether it was in the woods, Black
Fri day sales, demo der bies, ice drags, hit ting the UTV trails
and  of  course  auc tions.  Ken  was  very  proud  when  his
daugh ter-in-law Deb Woller be came an auc tion eer and he
never  missed  a  sale  no  mat ter  the  dis tance.  He  en joyed
col lect ing coins, San tas for his daugh ter and Snow men for
his grand daugh ter. Ken was a hard worker, a story teller, a
jok ster and a friend to any one he met. Al though Ken’s fam ily
was most im por tant to him, he sig nif i cantly missed his true
love Rita Woller for the last four years…in fact just this past
week end Ken said he would be spend ing this Thanks giv ing
with her and now he is. Al though our hearts are bro ken, we
can be very thank ful this Thanks giv ing for the love, laughs
and mem o ries with him, and the know ing that Mom and Dad
are to gether again.
 Ken is sur vived by his daugh ter Lisa (Jeff) Brown, his son
Wayne (Deb) Woller and one son-in-law Jeff Dor gay. Six
grand chil dren Saman tha (Dan) Sawyer, Mer rill, Megan
Spre e man, Eau Claire, Robert Spre e man (Amanda Hay ley)
Mer rill Tyler Dor gay, Mer rill Nikki Philipp (Devyn Raab),
Pren tice and Dus ton Koenig (Becca Dorn) Mer rill. One
great-grand son Zan der Brown-Gren walt (Mer rill) He is also
sur vived by a brother Ray mond (Janet) Woller a brother-in-
law Ran dall Hof mann and a sis ter-in-law Lorene Hof mann
all of Mer rill, and many nieces and nephews.
 He was pre ceded in death by his wife, his par ents, daugh ter
Amy Woller Dor gay, fa ther and mother-in-law Ken neth and
Grace Hof mann, Sis ter-in-laws Ann Hof mann and Nancy
Walsh and niece, Lynn Lecher.
 Per Ken’s wishes a pri vate fam ily cel e bra tion will take place
at a later date.

Dar lene Thelma (John son) Hinz
Dar lene Thelma (John son)
Hinz passed away peace fully
in her sleep on No vem ber 20,
2024,  at  Bee Hive  Homes,
Ore gon,  WI.
Dar lene was born on Feb ru ary
11, 1938, in Mer rill, WI, to
Otto  and  Mabel  (Knabe)
John son. She mar ried Mar vin
Hinz on April 18, 1959. In
2000, Dar lene re tired from the
Lin coln County Forestry Land
& Parks De part ment, where
she  worked  for  30+  years.
She  and  Mar vin  moved  to
De For est, WI, in 2004. Dar lene

en joyed  spend ing  time  in  na ture - gar den ing,  fish ing,
camp ing,  and  walk ing.   She  also  en joyed  many  crafts,
in clud ing  paint ing,  sewing,  paper  crafts,  and  quilt ing.
Dar lene was kind, car ing, and pa tient, with a beau ti ful sense
of  humor.  She  was  loved  by  all  Bee Hive  and  Agrace
care givers who helped her through out the past 4 years.
Dar lene is sur vived by her chil dren Daryl (Dina) Hinz, Port ‐
land, OR, Sh eryl (Robert) Lind meier, Ore gon, WI and Bryce
(Donna) Hinz, Meta mora, IN; grand chil dren Ceara, Mor gan,
and Dil ame; broth ers Robert (Trina) John son, Mer rill, WI,
and Peter (Nancy) John son, Moun tain, WI; sis ters Mar ian
Gat ter man, Mer rill, WI, and Bon nie (Jim) Gass, Neenah, WI,
and many ex tended fam ily and friends. She is pre ceded in
death by her hus band, Mar vin Hinz; par ents, Otto and Mabel
(Knabe) John son; brother George John son; sis ters Lu cille
Zan der  and  Karen  Di et zler;  and  broth ers-in-law  Bruce
Zan der  and  Ran dall  Gat ter man.
A fu neral ser vice will be held at Christ Lutheran Church, 220
S. Main Street, De For est, WI, on Thurs day, De cem ber 5,
2024, at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Sue Bea dle of fi ci at ing. Vis i ta ‐
tion will be held at the church from 10:00 a.m. until the time
of ser vice.
To view and sign the guest book, please visit Ryan Fu ner ‐
alSer vice.com. Ryan Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices
Wind sor/De For est Chapel 6924 Lake Road 608-846-4250

Dar lene J. Plautz
 Dar lene  J.  Plautz,  90,  of
Mer rill, passed away Mon day,
No vem ber  25,  2024,  at
Wood land     Court     Elder
Ser vices,  Mer rill.
 Dar lene was born July 8,
1934, in Oneida County,
daugh ter of Vic tor and Ruth
(Batchelder) Schreiber. She
mar ried Richard E. Plautz on
June 11, 1955, in Rhinelander.
He pre ceded her in death on
Au gust 1, 2021. Dar lene had
at tended Nor mal Teacher’s
Col lege in Mer rill and went on
to teach in the Rhinelander and

Glea son areas. She even tu ally left her teach ing po si tion to
raise her chil dren. Once the kids were grown, Dar lene
worked as a book keeper for the fam ily busi ness ‘Plautz Oil
Com pany’. She also worked doing demos for gro cery stores
and drove for Geri Van.
 Dar lene  en joyed  work ing  on  arts  and  crafts,  es pe cially
cro chet ing. She was a mem ber of the Mer rill Red Hat ters.
She sang in the church choir and was a mem ber of Sweet
Ade lines for many years. Dar lene en joyed play ing music and
ex celled at play ing con certina, ac cor dion, piano, organ, and
gui tar. Dar lene also en joyed work ing on ge neal ogy.
 Sur vivors in clude daugh ter, Ranee (Michael) Kopet zky of
Mer rill; sons, Rick (Ali cia) Plautz of Taicang, Jiangsu
Province, China and Ryan (Cheryl) Plautz of Mer rill; six
grand chil dren, Rachael (Michael) Wald burger of Mer rill,
Ram say Plautz (Maria Schmelling) of Mer rill, Eva Plautz of
China, Amanda (Michael) Goe den of Mer rill, Ash ley
(Steven) San ford of Vir ginia Beach, Vir ginia, and An drew
(Amber) Plautz of Mer rill; nine great-grand chil dren,
Michael,   Elora,   Ava,   Piper,   Se bas t ian,   Stella,   Aidan,
Ad di son, and An der son; sis ters-in-law, Mar lee Schreiber of
Mer rill, Pat Schreiber of Rhinelander, and Leora Rash of
Homer City, Penn syl va nia; and brother-in-law, Roger (Patsy)
Plautz  of  Mer rill.  Dar lene  was  pre ceded  in  death  by  her
hus band, Richard E. Plautz; fa ther, Vic tor Schreiber; mother,
Ruth  Schreiber  Brat ley;  step fa ther,  Mil ton  Brat ley;  and
sib lings, Ronald Schreiber, Larry Schreiber, and Shirley
(William) Wa gler.
 The memo r ial ser vice for Dar lene will be held at 11:00
A.M., Tues day, De cem ber 31, 2024, at Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home,  Mer rill.  Rev.  Scott  Gustafson  will  of fi ci ate.  The
fam ily will re ceive friends be gin ning at 10:00 A.M. Tues day
at the fu neral home. In ter ment will take place at a later date
in  St.  Fran cis  Xavier  Vet eran’s  Memo r ial.  Tay lor-Stine
Fu neral  &  Cre ma tion  is  as sist ing   the  fam ily.  On line
con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine. com
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Charles E. Scol ley
 Charles E. Scol ley,
76, of Mer rill,
passed away Sat ur ‐
day, No vem ber 23,
2024, at As pirus
Mer rill Hos pi tal.
 Charles was born June 17,
1948, in Frank fort, In di ana,
son   of   Elvin   and   Cora
(Rob bins)  Scol ley.  Charles
en listed in the United States
Ma rine Corps on April 1, 1968.
He served in Viet nam on the
front line as an in fantry sniper.
He was hon or ably dis charged
as Lance Cor po ral (E-3) on

March 31, 1974. Charles  mar ried  Edtha  Jane  Scol ley  on
Oc to ber 5, 2001, in Frank fort, In di ana.
 Charles worked as a dairy farmer for sev eral years be fore
tak ing a po si tion with Kolbe & Kolbe in Wausau. He re tired
from Kolbe & Kolbe after 32 years. Charles was a mem ber
of  Luther  Memo r ial  Lutheran  Church,  Glea son.  Charles’
fa vorite pas times were fish ing, paint ing ce ram ics, and tak ing
care of his dogs, Prince and Curly. He loved vis it ing with
friends and help ing any one that needed help.
 Sur vivors in clude his wife, Edtha Jane Scol ley of Mer rill;
sis ters, Ruth (Rick) Sos novske of Glea son and Geor gia
Black of Frank fort, In di ana; and many nieces and nephews.
Charles will also be missed by his dogs, Prince and Curly.
Charles was pre ceded in death by his par ents, Elvin and Cora
Scol ley; son, An drew Charles Scol ley; step son, Joshua
Walker; and sib lings, David (Erma) Scol ley, Tom (Louise)
Scol ley, Carl (Irene) Scol ley, Waneta (Lewis) Mor ris, Gladys
Sanders, and Goldie Eve lyn (Dale) Young.
 A pri vate fam ily cel e bra tion of life will take place at a later
date.
 Waid Fu neral & Cre ma tion Ser vice, Mer rill, is as sist ing the
fam ily. On line con do lences may be made at www. waid fu ‐
neral. com

Her bert L. Pierce Sr.
 Her bert L. Pierce Sr., 89 of
Mer rill, passed away Sun day,
No vem ber 24, 2024 at his
home sur rounded by fam ily.
Her bert was born Feb ru ary 6,
1935 in Chicago, Illi nois, the
son of James and LaV erne
(Eck hard) Pierce. He was
united in mar riage to Rose
Toczyn ski and she pre ceded
him in death April 9, 1990.
 Sur viv ing are his daugh ters,
Terry Weisinger, Pren tice;
Barb Kit tinger (Pam Lar son),
South Car olina; son, Her bert
Pierce   (Jamie   Lock lear),

Mer rill; eight grand chil dren, many great-grand chil dren and
great-great-grand chil dren; brother, LeRoy Pierce, Chicago,
Illi nois.
 He  was  pre ceded  in  death  by  his  par ents;  wife,  Rose;
daugh ter, Linda Pierce; sis ter, Lav erne; broth ers, Gene and
Jim.
 Ser vices  will  be  held  at  12:00 p.m.  (Noon)  Sat ur day,
De cem ber  7,  2024  at  Krueger-Nims gern  Fu neral  and
Cre ma tion Ser vice with Pas tor Larry Math ein of fi ci at ing.
Vis i ta tion will be held from 10:00 a.m. to time of ser vice at
noon. Bur ial to fol low at Pren tice Ceme tery.
 On line con do lences for the fam ily may be di rected to www. 
nim sger nfun eral. com

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: November 18, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Donald A. Kaminski
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2024–IN-15

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 06-
22-1934 and date of death 09-29-2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
W9934 State Hwy 64, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is March 7, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Register in Probate
1110 E. Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-0342
Published 11/21/24, 11/28/24 & 12/5/24

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: November 14, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

SCOTT A. PFAFF
DOD: 07/31/2024

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024 IN 46
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
05/28/1965 and date of death
07/31/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W5486 Park Avenue,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is 03/07/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main St,
Merrill, Wisconsin, Room Probate Office.
Mary M. John
Eaton Law, LLP
513 Grant St, Wausau, WI 54403
Telephone: 715-843-6700
Bar Number: 1019515
Published 11/28/24, 12/5/24 & 12/12/24

WNAXLPThe October 28, 2024 and November
12, 2024 Council Minutes are in draft
form until approved at the next
scheduled meeting. The minutes are
available for viewing in the City Clerk’s
Office and on the City of Merrill website.
Complete Ordinances are available on
the City of Merrill website:
https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/
Published December 5, 2024 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF JOINT REVIEW BOARD
MEETING CITY OF MERRILL,

WISCONSIN
Notice is Hereby Given that the City of
Merrill will hold a Joint Review Board
meeting on December 10, 2024, at 5:30
PM.
The meeting will be held at the Merrill
City Hall, located at 1004 E First St. To
attend remotely call 713-489-2199 PIN:
711 935 943 #
The meeting is being held to consider
approval of the resolutions adopted by
the Merrill Common Council amending
Tax Incremental District No. 6, 7, 11 and
12. The meeting is open to the public.
By Order of the City of Merrill,
Wisconsin
Published December 5, 2024   WNAXLP

Lynn J. Hen rich
 Lynn J. Hen rich, of Mer rill,
passed away un ex pect edly,
Sat ur day, No vem ber 30, 2024,
while fill ing his bird feed ers,
some thing  he  took   great
plea sure in. Lynn was born,
March 29, 1949, to the late
Ger ald C. and Har ri ett M.
(Dahm) in Mer rill.
 Lynn grad u ated from Mer rill
High School with the class of
1967. As a re cip i ent of the
Anson Memo r ial Schol ar ship,
he com pleted his ed u ca tion at
the Uni ver sity of Notre Dame,
grad u at ing in 1971. He was a

gifted  and  ded i cated  mul ti sport  ath lete  in  High  School.
As a Se nior,  he  led  the  Wis con sin  Val ley  Con fer ence  in
pass ing com ple tions,  yards  and  touch downs…..and  also
in ter cep tions!
 After  his  di vorce,  Lynn‘s  focus  be came  his  sons,  who
sur vive him; Tom (Dawn) Hen rich of Mer rill, Ben (Car rie)
Hen rich of River Falls, and Jason Hen rich of Wausau, grand ‐
chil dren Jor dyn, Kaiden, Bre anna, Pay ton, Ad dyson and
Ewan. Also sur viv ing are sis ter Holly Hen rich of Mer rill and
brother Jerry (An drea) Hen rich of Sun Prairie, nephews
Christo pher (Deb bie) Hen rich and Je remy (Debra) Hen rich.
He was pre ceded in death by his par ents.
 Lynn  was  em ployed  by  the  J.C.  Pen ney  Co.,  until  his
re tire ment in 2012. He trav eled ex ten sively, man ag ing the
com ple tion and re mod el ing of J.C. Pen ney stores across the
coun try. Lynn en joyed hunt ing and fish ing, an an nual trip to
Canada for walleyes and north erns. He par tic u larly en joyed
time so cial iz ing at “the Shack”, whether fish ing for trout or
host ing  the  Prairie  River  Gang  every  No vem ber  for  the
an nual gun deer hunt.
 As his grand chil dren grew, he de lighted in watch ing their
sport ing events and en thu si as ti cally sup ported Mer rill sports.
He was a for mi da ble sheepshead player, re mem ber ing every
card played, usu ally an tic i pat ing his op po nent’s next card.
He also dab bled in bridge, poker and ex celled at the daily
cross word. Lynn had a knack for re mem ber ing every birth ‐
day and an niver sary of rel a tives and friends with a spe cial,
and usu ally hu mor ous, card. He un ob tru sively lis tened to
com ments made by fam ily mem bers, and shopped through ‐
out the year for the items men tioned, sur pris ing them with
their spe cial gift at Christ mas.
 Lynn was a col lec tor of many things, in clud ing road maps,
hunt ing/fish ing reg u la tions, stamps and beer cans to men tion
a few.
 Lynn, along with his best friend and soul mate of over 30
years,  Carol  Mroczen ski,  trav eled  to  Alaska,  Mex ico  and
Ja maica, the west ern U.S., as well as var i ous casi nos. He
was  a  mem ber  of  St.  Stephens  United  Church  of  Christ,
Lin coln County Sports Club, Mer rill Sil ver M Club, and
Car pen ters Local 310.
 Lynn’s pass ing will leave a void, but his con tem pla tive,
thought ful na ture, and pro cliv ity to be fash ion ably late, will
be greatly missed.
 A fu neral ser vice for Lynn will be held Mon day, De cem ber
9, 2024, at 11:00 AM at St. Stephens United Church of
Christ in  Mer rill.   A  vis i ta tion  will  be  held  on  Sun day,
De cem ber 8, 2024, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at Waid Fu neral
Home  in  Mer rill,  as  well  as  one  hour  be fore  the  fu ‐
neral ser vice at St. Stephens.
 In lieu of flow ers, fam ily mem bers re quest memo ri als be
made to St. Stephens United Church of Christ, Lin coln
County Sports Club, or the Sil ver M Schol ar ship Fund.
Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with Arrange ments. On line con do lences
may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

CLAIMS DEADLINE NOTICE
IN THE MATTER OF THE

MJS INCOME TRUST
DATED APRIL 11, 2018

Pursuant to Section 701.0508,
Wisconsin Statues, Kerry Steinagel
and Brian Steinagel, as co-successor
trustees of the MJS Income Trust
dated April 11, 2018, with power to
pay the debts of Judith E. Steinagel,
D.O.D. September 3, 2024, hereby
provides notice that the deadline for
filing claims for payment of debts of
Judith E. Steinagel with Kerry
Steinagel and Brian Steinagel, as Co-
Trustees of the MJS Income Trust
dated April 11, 2018, is April 13, 2025,
being the date four (4) months after
the date of the first insertion of the
notice.
By:/s/Hougum Law Firm, LLC
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200
P.O. Box 1516
Wausau, WI 54402-1516
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP

Mary Lou Gilbert (Pfoten hauer)
  Mary    Lou    Gilbert
(Pfoten hauer) passed away
peace fully   at   home   on
Thurs day, No vem ber 14, 2024
in Mid west City, OK, at the
age of 87.
 Mary is pre ceded in death by
her par ents James & Ruth
Pfoten haur and hus band Ted
Gilbert. She is sur vived by
their son, James Gilbert (Mary
Beth Hill and her daugh ter &
son-in-law  Amy  and  Chad
Tit tle) and daugh ter, Susan
Gilbert-Van Slyke (Jeff) and
grand chil dren, Han nah Van

Slyke and Hen ley Van Slyke; sis ter, Carol An der son (Joe),
niece,  Nicole  Weiss  (Vic tor)  and  fam ily,  nephew,  Jon
An der son (Car rie) and fam ily; sis ter Ruth Pfoten haur (Chris
Spauld ing); late brother Tom Pfoten hauer (Patty) and fam ily;
late brother Den nis Pfoten hauer (Bon nie) and fam ily; and
late sis ter Bev Hinz (late brother-in-law Jack), niece Holly
Za s trow (Brad) and nephew Jason Hinz (Linda); nephew
Darell Hinz.
 Mary was born on Feb ru ary 25, 1937 in Menom i nee, MI.
She grad u ated from Mer rill Se nior High School in 1955. She
mar ried Ted in 1967. The cou ple lived in Mer rill, WI for a
short time then spent many mem o rable years liv ing at Tug
Lake, Irma, WI, where they raised their chil dren. Years later
they moved back to Mer rill and then later on to Mt. Home,
Arkansas, to live out their re tire ment years.
 Mary was a Mer rill Blue jay cheer leader, baton twirler, a
prom queen and after high school was a semi-pro soft ball
player in St. Louis, MO. She later spent much of her life
ded i cated to work ing and tak ing care of her home, chil dren
and was a church mem ber of St. John’s United Lutheran
Church. She re turned to school later in life to earn a cos me ‐
tol ogy li cense, which she spent sev eral years work ing in a
salon. She en joyed life on Tug Lake, es pe cially ca noe ing
with the fam ily com pan ion, Doc the dachs hund. She loved
dogs and spend ing quiet time on her screened-in porch and
back deck drink ing her cof fee. She en joyed walks with her
dog, cook ing for an nual Thanks giv ing and Christ mas fes tiv i ‐
ties that were spent with all fam ily mem bers, an ac tive
player in a bowl ing league, play ing card games with friends,
being a mem ber of the Red Hat So ci ety, and started the WI
Club  in  Arkansas,  along  with  Ted,  that  in cluded  many
mem bers who would meet up to watch and cheer on all the
Green Bay Packer games. She was very gen er ous, help ful to
oth ers in need, and al ways found the good in every one.
No ser vice by re quest. Cre ma tion han dled by Af ford able
Cre ma tion Ser vices, Ok la homa City. In lieu of flow ers, you
can make a trib ute do na tion at the Alzheimer’s As so ci a tion,
https:// act. alz. org/ site/ Donation. The fam ily would like to
thank Jim Gilbert and es pe cially Mary Beth Hill, who were
Mary’s pri mary care givers dur ing the last sev eral years.

DATE SIGNED: December 2, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

LEE GORDON WEGNER
D.O.D. October 23, 2024

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims (Informal Administration)

Case No. 24PR49
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth Feb
19, 1942 and date of death Oct 23, 2024
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of WI, with a mailing address of W1863
Burgener Ave, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main St., Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office, before Becky S. Byer,
Probate Registrar, on 01-23-2025 at
10:00 a.m..
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is March 21, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Atty. Richard Wm. King / King Law
Offices, LLC
1667 Capital Avenue, Suite A Madison,
WI 53705
(608) 233-9588
Bar Number: 1004736
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: December 2, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

KATHLEEN ANN WEGNER
D.O.D. October 23, 2024

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims (Informal Administration)

Case No. 24PR48
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth Sept
3, 1945 and date of death Oct 23, 2024
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of WI, with a mailing address of W1863
Burgener Ave, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, 1110 E.
Main St., Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office, before Becky S. Byer,
Probate Registrar, on 01-23-2025 at
10:15 a.m..
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is March 21, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Atty. Richard Wm. King / King Law
Offices, LLC
1667 Capital Avenue, Suite A
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 233-9588
Bar Number: 1004736
Published December 5, 12 & 19, 2024

WNAXLP
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Merrill Foto News to 
close for Christmas

For the first time, the 
Merrill Foto News will 
not be published between 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Day. There will be no Dec. 
26, 2024 publication this 
year, to allow newspaper 
employees time with their 
families for Christmas. 

Please note, there are 
early deadlines for the Jan. 
2, 2025, issue for display ads 
and classified ads. All ads 
must be placed and paid for 
no later than Friday, Dec. 

27, at 3 p.m.
The Merrill Foto News 

office at 2011 E. Main St. in 
Merrill will be closed from 
Dec. 23-26. The office will 
re-open on Friday, Dec. 27. 

The office will also be 
closed on Jan. 1, 2025.

The staff at the Merrill 
Foto News want to wish 
you all a very happy 
holiday season, a Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year!

Pizza Shop, Inc. $50; Dave’s County Market $200; and 
Thorogood-Weinbrenner Shoe Company, Inc. $100; a check 
from Sierra Pacific valued at $1,000 for the Letterman’s 
Club water football; a cash donation from John Wagner 
valued at $100 for the Washington Elementary Nest for 
purchasing supplies for kids in need; four 14” pizza gift 
certificates from Hugo’s Pizza valued at $76 to use as door 
prizes for the Pine River School for Young Learners Family 
Pizza Night; a drum set from Scott & Linda Doerr valued at 
$400 for PRMS; school supplies from Merrill Chiropractic 
valued at $200 to help students in need at PRMS; a check 
from the Optimist Club of  Merrill WI Inc. Youth valued 
at $750 for the MHS Teen Mental Health First Aid in the 
sophomore health class; a monetary donation from Merrill 
Area United Way valued at $1,000 for the Bluejay Nests Kate 

Goodrich, Washington, PRMS, and MHS; two iPads from 
Pat Kloske valued at $300 for use in the District in honor 
of  Nathan Kloske; used clothing from St. Vincent De Paul 
Thrift Store valued at $100 for student use at Kate Goodrich 
Elementary School; a Stihl leaf  blower and accessories 
valued at $963.96 for curriculum support and maintenance 
of  the grounds at the Merrill School Forest; the following 
donations from Saint Stephens United Church of  Christ: a 
check valued at $392.50 for the PRMS Nest; a check valued 
at $1,392.50 for the MHS Nest - $1,000 for their Food Pantry 
and $392.50 for the Nest supplies; and a check valued at 
$392.50 for the Washington Elementary School Nest; and 
a monetary gift from Women In Manufacturing Northern 
Wisconsin valued at $515 for the MHS Graphics.

DONATIONS from page 2

To 
Advertise

Call
715-536-7121



310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

SMIRNOFF
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

DECEMBER BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

HOURS
MONDAY • Noon - 6pm

TUE. - FRI. • Noon - Close
SATURDAY • 11am - Close
SUNDAY • 11am - 6pm

SAT. DEC. 7TH
CRIBBAGE

TOURNAMENT
Open 11am • Starts at Noon

SAT. DEC. 7TH
CHRISTMAS PARADE
• Parade Starts 5pm
• Hot Drink Specials

• Sweet Treats
SAT. DEC. 14TH
CHRISTMAS BINGO

Open 11am • Start 1pm
• 100% Cash Payout
• Drink Specials & Chili

43
17

99

COSMO
Theatre
Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

Mondays All Seats $5.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
12/06/24 TO 12/12/24

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

42
55

19
42

55
19

MOANA 2
“PG” (1HR 40MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

WICKED
“PG” (2HR 4OMIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

RED ONE
“PG13” (2HR 2MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

WE SELL FLAGS!WE SELL FLAGS!

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Conference Room & Hall Rental AvailableConference Room & Hall Rental Available

Regular Menu Each Night
Friday - Private Event
Sunday - Bingo Special
• Hot Turkey Sandwiches
Drink Specials Daily

WEEKLY BRIEFING - DECEMBER 5WEEKLY BRIEFING - DECEMBER 5THTH - 9- 9THTH

43
18

37

Conference Room & Hall Rental A

THISWEEKEND!THISWEEKEND!
BINGO 4PMBINGO 4PM
SUNDAY,SUNDAY,

DECEMBER 8TH!DECEMBER 8TH!
JACKPOT IS OVER $1,835
& HALF OF SALESTHAT DAY!

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

ADMISSION: $3.00 EACH, AGES 6 - 11 $1.00 EACH
BENEFITS LINCOLN CO 4-H &

MERRILL & TOMAHAWK COMMUNITIES 42
59

50

See the beautifulSee the beautiful
ecorated live treesecorated live trees

All trees, wreaths andAll trees, wreaths and
baskets available for rafflebaskets available for raffle

903 E. Second St • Merrill

S
dec

All trees, wreaths and

d

All trees, wreaths and

Sat. Dec. 7th

10:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun. Dec. 8th

10:00AM - 2:00PM

Page 6	 MERRILL FOTO NEWS	 Thursday, December 5, 20246 Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar
Dec. 5 - Bingo at St. 

Francis School
Dec. 5 - Open Mic Night at 

Sawmill Brewing Company
Dec. 6 - Trinity Wreath 

Lighting Ceremony
Dec. 6 - Santa at Park City 

Credit Union
Dec. 7 - Merrill Christmas 

Parade
Dec. 7 - Park Manor 

Luminaria
Dec. 7 - Craft Sales at 

Bierman Building
Dec. 7 - Craft Sales at 

VFW
Dec. 7 - Les & Jim’s Craft 

& Vendor Sale
Dec. 7 - Mrs. Claus at 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift 
Store

Dec. 7 - MACA Concert: 
Twin Cities Bronze 
Handbell Concert at Merrill 
High School

Dec. 7 - Sensory Santa 
for Children with Special 
Needs at Agra Pavilion 
(reservations required)

Dec. 7-8 - O’Tannenbaum 
Tour at St. Stephens UCC

Dec. 8 - Trinity Annual 
Live Nativity

Dec. 8 - Breakfast with St. 
Nick at St. Francis Xavier 
Church

Dec. 8 - St. John the 
Baptist Christmas Bazaar 
in Bloomville

Dec. 8 - Bingo at the VFW
Dec. 11 - Trinity Merrill 

Christmas Concert Series: 

NASA Scientist:  Rev. 
Norman Schell

Dec. 11-12 - City of  
Merrill Tour of  Lights Bus 
Ride/Judging

Dec. 13 - Free Swing 
Dance Basic Lessons 
at Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 14 - Santa in the Fire 
House at Pine River Fire 
Department

Dec. 14 - Free family 
movie at the Cosmo:  STAR, 
sponsored by Trinity 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 14 - Free movie 
at the Cosmo:  Moana 2, 
sponsored by the Optimist 
Club (Free for the kids; $2 
for adults)

Dec. 14 - Santa at the 
Sawmill Brewing Co.

Dec. 14 - Living River 
Concert at St. John 
Lutheran Church

Dec. 14 - Christmas Movie 
Trivia at Sawmill Brewing 
Co. 

Dec. 15 - Firm Foundation 
Ringers Christmas Concert

Dec. 18 - Trinity Merrill 
Christmas Concert Series: 
The Garms Family

Dec. 18 - Christmas Music 
Trivia at Sawmill Brewing 
Co.

For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.org/
events or contact the event 
sponsor.

a man or a woman, child or 
teen, there’s something for 
everyone on your list when 
you shop local in Merrill. 

Use this shopping guide 
as your jumping off point 
and see how creative you 
can be this Christmas. 

Consider jump-starting 
your shopping day with a 
cup of  coffee and breakfast 
at Auntie Ray’s Coffee 
House on E. First St. or 
First Street Coffee Station 
in the Park City Credit 
Union building on E. 
Main St. Both coffee shops 
also offer gift certificates 
and have a selection of  
gift items available for 
purchase at their locations.

Take a peek at Ana 
Blair’s Boutique for stylish 
clothing and accessories 
for the ladies on your list. 

Consider shopping for 
high quality Melissa & 
Doug toys for the little ones 
at Johnson’s of  Merrill, and 

take a look at their clothing 
lines and gift and home 
decor sections, as well.

Pick out the perfect 
little gift or shirt for your 
Christian friends and 
family from The Humble 
on E. Main St, 

And don’t forget—a lot 
of  ladies would love to find 
a small box from Klug’s 
Country Gold under their 
tree. 

Head over to Merrill 
Ace Hardware if  the men 
[or handy women] on your 
list are looking to add a 
new tool to their shop (or 
a grill to their patio) this 
Christmas.

And many men would 
appreciate a gift from 
Carquest, NAPA, or 
O’Reilly’s—whether that’s 
something for their car or 
truck, tools, car parts, or 
even shop towels.

How about a new record 
player (yes, vinyl is back 
“in”) or a new tv—or 
an instrument for your 
favorite music lover—from 
Merrill House of  Music? 

Know someone who 
loves watching the birds 
outside their window? How 
about picking up a new bird 
feeder and some bird seed 
from River Country Co-op? 
(And they have some toys 
and other great gift ideas 
for pet lovers, too.) Tractor 
Supply offers food for the 
animals and a few gift-
giving surprises, as well, so 
take a trip there to see what 
they have in stock.

Know a local history 
lover? Take a peek at the 
books and other local 
history-related items for 
sale at the Merrill Historical 
Society Museum on E. 
Third St. (or their website 
at discovermerrillhistory.
org/for-sale). [Many of  
their books are currently 
on sale.]

You’ll find unique 
and locally handcrafted 
items at Iron Angel Arts 
& Antiques located on 
Merrill’s west side between 
the Sixth Ward bridges and 
also at the Craft Shop in the 

Merrill Enrichment Center 
located on the corner of  N. 
Sales St. and E. Sixth St. (at 
the Merrill Fair Grounds).  

What about crafting 
and hobby supplies for 
your favorite teen or 
tween (or anyone really) 
from Inspiring Creativity 
Supplies & More on S. 
Center Ave.?

You can find plants—
including houseplants—
and a lot more, like blown 
glass, gift items, decor, and 
locally handmade pottery 
and crafts, at the Plant 
Garden Center a little 
further south on S. Center 
Ave. 

Give the gift of  flowers 
from Victoria’s Floral on 
N. Prospect St. Stop in 
and order a bouquet or 
plant to be delivered right 
before Christmas. What a 
beautiful surprise!

The Creative Spirit on 
Grand Ave. in Merrill 
offers artisan-led arts 
and crafts workshops and 
private parties, so consider 
scheduling a holiday-
related party or event for 
your family or inquire 
about gifting a friend or 
family member admission 
to an upcoming class.

Has mom been wanting 
an updated (or first-ever) 
family portrait? Pick up 
a gift certificate or book 
a session with a local 
professional photographer. 
Contact Stacy Literski 
Photography, DD 
Photography, or Blue Sky 
Photography (easily find 
them on Facebook). 

And don’t forget to stop 
at the Weinbrenner Outlet 
Store to pick up a pair of  
Thorogood boots for the 
working (or hunting) guys 
on your list. 

A bottle of booze?
It may not sound 

politically correct, but 
buying a bottle of  booze 
for that adult (age 21 and 
older please) is an age-old 
standby. 

Is that person really hard 
to buy for? A bottle of  their 

favorite liquor or liqueur is 
always an option. Westside 
Market has an entire liquor 
section and a big selection 
of  bourbon. In and Out 
Liquor Store also has a 
great selection, and you 
can stock up on everything 
you need for drinks for 
those holiday get togethers 
at the same timet. 

A bottle of  locally-made 
wine from Sunset Hollow 
Winery & Bistro also 
makes a classy gift, and 
you may find some other 
fun gift items while you’re 
there, as well. It’s also a 
great place to stop for a bite 
to eat while you’re out and 
about shopping.

Or purchase a locally-
made beer from Sawmill 
Brewing Company for 
those who prefer a craft 
brew. Perfect on its own 
or to tuck into a gift box of  
goodies from the area.

Creating the home 
of your (or their) 

dreams
Dreaming of  new 

furniture or a comfortable 
new bed or recliner for 
the New Year? Courtside 
Furniture and Miller 
Furniture in Merrill have 
so many options, and A 
& R Furniture in Gleason 
has beautifully handmade 
furniture for nearly every 
room in the house. 

Maybe your spouse 
has been wanting new 
appliances. Take a look at 
Hargrave Appliance Center 
on E. Main St. or Gruett’s 
Appliance Center on W. 
Main St. to find the perfect 
stove, refrigerator, freezer, 
washer, or dryer and have 
them delivered just in time 
for Christmas.

A new computer, printer, 
or ergonomic office chair 
for that special someone’s 
home office would make 
a great gift! Check out all 
the options at VIP Office 
Supply on E. Main St. 

Maybe your family really 
wants new flooring for the 
new year. Central Carpet & 
Flooring has you covered—
and they’ll cover that floor, 
too. 

Or a new fireplace 
or wood stove? Look no 
further than the Firefly 
Lodge Showroom at Merrill 
Sheet Metal Works on N. 
Center Ave. to see their 
selection of  wood and gas 
fireplaces, stoves, and 
inserts.  

Considering a new 
garage door? Ziebell Door 
Company on Heldt St. has 
some great custom options 

SHOP LOCAL  
from page 1

The Craft Shop at the Merrill Enrichment Center has many 
locally made items, perfect for gift giving.�Tina L. Scott photo.

See SHOP LOCAL 
page 12

Merrill Foto News
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Student
of the Week

428452

This Week’s Featured Student is

428452

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Henry Haltinner
Son of Jason & Athena Haltinner

Henry is in the 11th grade at New
Testament Church Christian Academy.
He was nominated by Mrs. Schneider.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Henry is a great stude
nt. He tries his

best in everythin
g

that he does in sc
hool. He goes ou

t of his way to he
lp others.

~ Mrs. Schneider

Mechanic. My Dad is a great Mechanic

and I learn a lot from him.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

Social Studies
. I like learning about

world history.

Recess. It’s a
good part of my day because

I can hang out with my friends.

What is your favorite part of schoo
l?

Why?

o do/become someday?

y?
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COMPLETE
HOME INTERIORS
- Large Selection of Wood -

T&G PANELING, DOORS, TRIM,
STAIR PARTS, CABINETRY, FLOORING

FOR NEW BUILDS, REMODELS,
DIY’S, RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS

FROM THE TIMELESS BEAUTY OF
PINE, TO THE SOPHISTICATION OF
MODERN PAINTED YOU WILL FIND
SOMETHING UNIQUELY FITTING
YOUR TASTE AND LIFESTYLE

GIVE US A CALL,
OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

9 AM - 6 PM MON - FRI, 9 AM - 12 PM SAT

KNOTTY ALDERKNOTTY ALDER

KNOTTY PINEKNOTTY PINE

CIRCLE SAWNCIRCLE SAWN

41
42

28

Pet of the Week

SPONSORED BY

42
50

66

715-536-2833

3000 E. Main St.,
Merrill

Our girl Jessie is still looking for someone
to love! She can be picky about other pets
so a home where she is going to be the only
pet might be best for her. Jessie loves to go
for walks, play in her pool and to get all the
love! Jessie knows a few commands and is
housetrained. Jessie is sure to steal your
spot in bed and your heart!
Visit the Lincoln County Humane
Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., in
Merrill. Hours: Mon-Sat 12-4PM
and Sun 12-2PM. Call the shelter at
715-536-3459, or visit us on the web at
www.furrypets.com.

Thursday, December 5, 2024	 MERRILL FOTO NEWS	 Page 7 7

at Les & Jim’s Lincoln 
Lanes, the Christmas Spirit 
[Lincoln County United 
Giving Tree Program] is 
asking for book donations 
for area families in need. 
Shoppers can pick a tag off 
the tree to make a donation 
of  $5 to $20 and funds 
will be used to purchase 
books for area children for 
Christmas.

Christmas craft and 
vendor event locations 
include:

• Les & Jim’s Lincoln 
Lanes - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. - 1208 
N. Center Ave., Merrill

• Merrill Expo Center - 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. - 303 N. Sales 
St., Merrill

• VFW Post 1638 - 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. - 601 Johnson St.

O-Tannenbaum
Merrill’s annual 

O’Tannenbaum Tour will 
take place this weekend 
at St. Stephens UCC, 903 
E. Second St. in Merrill, 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 
10 a.m. until 7 p.m. and on 
Sunday, Dec. 8, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. Santa will 
be there on Saturday from 

11 a.m. until noon and on 
Sunday from 10 a.m. until 
noon. 

This year’s tour will 
feature 22 lighted and 
decorated trees, each 
one decorated by a local 
business or group, to 
be enjoyed as they help 
transform the lower 
level of  the church into 
a Christmas wonderland 
before they are raffled off 
Sunday afternoon. This 
year’s theme is Christmas 
Angels and will be 
reflected in decor for the 
event. In addition, there 
will be more than 100 gift 
baskets, wreaths, and gift 
certificates to be raffled off. 

“We hope to make $10,000 
in the two days,” said Sue 
Kunkel, spokesperson 
for the O’Tannenbaum 
Committee that organizes 
the event each year.

All funds are donated 
to help local children and 
local 4-H programs. In 
the past, Kunkel said the 
proceeds of  the event have 
been donated to non-profit 
organizations including 
Lincoln County 4-H clubs, 
the Lincoln County 4-H 
Leader Association, the 
Mary Geiss Memorial 

Outdoor Christmas decorations make the community festive.� Joseph Frederick photo.

KICK OFF  
from page 1

Area Girl Scouts and their leader pose by the Mitten Tree at Miller Furniture in Merrill with 
some of the posters they made. The Girl Scouts are encouraging area residents to make 
or purchase mittens, hats, scarves, and gloves and bring them to Miller Furniture and 
hang them on the Mitten Tree. All items collected will be distributed to area schools to be 
used for children who need warm winter wear. � Tina L. Scott photo.

(Respite), Meals on Wheels, 
Friends of  the River Bend 
Trail, Food For Kids, 
HAVEN, the VFW, the 
MAC Home, St. Vincent 
de Paul, and The NEST at 
Merrill High School, all in 
Merrill; and the Backpack 
for Kids program, Our 
Sister Home, The Dream 
Park, Kwahamot Water Ski 
Show, Tomahawk Together, 
and the K9 Unit, all in 
Tomahawk; and others.

Christmas Parade
Merrill’s annual lighted 

Christmas Parade will be 
held this Saturday, Dec. 7, 
beginning at 5 p.m. 

The line-up for the parade 
begins at 4 p.m. and starts 
on S. Genesee St. and is 
first-come, first-served with 
no prearranged order. [Call 
the Chamber of  Commerce 
office at 715.536.9474 to 
register your float or with 
any questions.]

Santa will, of  course, be 
at the end of  the parade 
and will be on hand to 
light the Christmas tree 
at the Lincoln County 
Courthouse, which is where 
the parade will end. 

Trinity’s Live Nativity
Trinity Church Merrill 

will host their annual Live 
Nativity on Sunday, Dec. 8, 
from 12 noon until 3 p.m. in 
their church parking lot at 
107 N. State St. in Merrill. 
Come and see the Christmas 
nativity acted out with real 
people and live animals. All 
are invited, and there will 
be free hot chocolate and 
goody bags for the children. 
This is another great free 
local family-friendly event 
for all ages. 

Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast with  

St. Nick
The Knights of  Columbus 

will host their annual 
Breakfast with St. Nick 
on Sunday, Dec. 8., in the 
St. Francis Xavier School 
Cafeteria, 1708 E. 10th St., 
serving after both Sunday 
Masses (7:30 a.m. and 9 
a.m.). The event includes 

a full breakfast (free will 
donation is requested) and 
visits with St. Nick. Bring 
your camera and take a 
photo of  your children with 
St. Nick.

St. John the Baptist 
Christmas Bazaar
St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church on Hwy. 
17 in Bloomville (not 
quite to Gleason) will hold 
their annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Sunday, Dec. 8, 
beginning after the 11 a.m. 
Mass with raffles, a bake 
sale, a silent auction, and a 
soup lunch. 

Tour of Lights/  
Bus Ride

The City of  Merrill 
will again hold their 4th 
annual Tour of  Lights 
Decorating Contest and 
invites residents within the 
city limits to participate. Go 
to https://ci.merrill.wi.us/
touroflights to register your 
home to be included in the 
contest and on the tour. 
Homes must be registered 
no later than noon on 
Monday, Dec. 9, to be in the 
contest and on the tour map 
and for a chance to win a 
prize.

Area residents are invited 
to enjoy and judge the lights 
via the Tour of  Lights Bus 
Ride. This year another 
night was added to the 
schedule to accommodate 
all the people who wanted 
to ride and tour and judge 
the light displays. The Tour 
of  Lights Bus Ride will take 
place on Wednesday, Dec. 
11,, and Thursday, Dec. 12, 
beginning at 5 p.m.

The Merrill-Go-Round 
picks up riders from their 
homes and takes them on a 
bus ride to tour the city to 
see the decorated homes, 
and the tour lasts two hours 
or less. This is a free event 
and fun for all ages, so it’s a 
great family-friendly event. 
Riders on the bus also serve 
as judges for the contest. 
At the end of  the tour, the 
Merrill-Go-Round returns 
riders to their homes. 

Call the Merrill Transit 
office at 715.536.7112 to 
reserve your seat. Seats 
will be available on a first-
reserved, first-served basis, 
with the bus being filled for 
Wednesday evening first, 
and seats are limited.

Area residents gathered at the Northwoods Veterans 
Post on Thanksgiving Day to share Thanksgiving Dinner 
and friendship as part of their “No One Eats Alone” 
Thanksgiving Meal. � Joseph Frederick photo.



3000 E. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-2833
Toll Free 800-499-JEEP (5337)NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

The Gift that keeps on giving!
Use for Tires, Oil Changes,
Detailing, Excessories...

Even A New Car!

05490968

GIVE A GIFT CERTIFICATE
The Gift that keeps on giving!
Use for Tires, Oil Changes,

Detailing, Accessories
Even A New Car!

3000 E. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-2833
www.bricknersparkcity.net217756

www.NAPAonline.com

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6,

Sat. 7-4,
Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

Formerly Car Quest

715-453-5534
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30,

Sat. 8-3, Sun. - Closed219195

705 N Center Ave, Merrill, WI 54452

(715) 536-9474 • www.merrillchamber.org

This Certificate Entitles
___________________________________________________

To Select MERCHANDISE Valued At $ ____________________

With Best Wishes From
___________________________________________________________________________

Use at all participating Chamber Businesses. Business list available upon request. Available in any amount.

Gift Certificate

VV
o Select MERCHANDISE

With Best
___________________________________________________________________________OIDOID

e Entitles
___________________________________________________

o Select MERCHANDISE Valued At $ ____________________

ith Best Wishes From

21
77

58

Give the gift that
keeps on giving...
mile after mile.

Give the gift that
keeps on giving...
mile after mile.

CAR QUEST
OF MERRILL

1209 E. Main Street
715-536-2424

Gift Card

10
44

44

Gift giving made Easy!

108 S Polk St, Merrill, WI 54452

Gift Certificates available...

70 % OffSave
up
to

431213 43
12

07St Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, WISt Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, WISt Vincent de Paul Thrift Store | 1004 E.
Gift CardsGift Cards AvailableAvailable

9 AM to 5 PM Monday thru Saturday9 AM to 5 PM Monday thru Saturday

The Perfect GiftThe Perfect Gift
for Everyone!for Everyone! Thrifting

Is Fun!!!

A GIFT FOR YOU
$____·____

Amount
To:

From:

Cosmo Theatre · 813 East Main Street · Merrill · 715.536.4473 · cosmomovies.com
Expires: Authorized Signature

The Perfect Gift
For TheMovie Buff
In Your Family!

430790

MON - FRI 7 AM - 7 PM
SAT 8 AM - 5 PM
SUN 9 AM - 3 PM

Merrill Ace
Hardware

920 E.Main St.
Merrill,WI

715-536-5822
www.acehardware.com

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE

Between 12/6/24 - 12/24/24. LIMIT 2 FREE GIFT CARDS.
When You Buy a $50 Ace Gift Card

$10 ACE GIFT GIFT CARD
FREE

Offer valid in-store at participating Ace stores, online and app. Although additional gift cards are available for purchase, limit two free $10 gift cards.
Gift cards cannot be used to purchase other gift cards. While supplies last. No rain checks. By purchasing, using or accepting a gift card, you agree to
Ace Card Terms and Conditions, which are available at https://www.acehardware.com/customer-service?/page=gift-cards

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 10PM
3350 E. MAIN ST. • 715-722-0645

Buy $50.00
worth of Arby's

Gift Cards and get a
FREE SANDWICH43

17
15

NOW THRU DECEMBER 24TH, 2024

Established in 1981

536-2481

www.riversideathletic.com

Now through December 31, 2024
Purchase a $5000 Gift Certificate and get

a $1000 Gift Certificate FREE!

Riverside Athletic Club
To:
From:

$5000Gift Certificate
No Cash Value-Redeemable for Merchandise Only

431286

Happy Holidays from all of
us at Westside Market!

WESTSIDE
M A R K E T

1504 W Main Street Merrill
715-218-3277

Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Sat-Sun 10am-5pm
VETERAN OWNED! MOM & POP SHOP!

.
.

WE HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR
THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE!!

"YOU BOURBON BELIEVE WE HAVE THE LARGEST

BO
URBO

N
SELECTIO

N
IN

NO
RTHERN

W
I!DISCOUNT GROCERIES AT 1/2 THE PRICE OF BIG BOX STORES!

43
18

34

OVER 52OVER 52
UNIQUEUNIQUE
HARD-HARD-

TO-FINDTO-FIND
GIFT SETS!GIFT SETS!

Celebrating

over 50 years

in Merrill!

3rd St. & Center Ave. • 715-536-6532
Gift Cards Purchased
Thru Dec 24, 2024

Thank You for your Patronage!

10% OFF
• Ice Cream
• Drive Thru
Open Daily
at 10am

u Dec 24,

ou for your Patronage! 430863Thank You for your Patronage!
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Now Hiring! $2500 Hiring
Bonus: Seek ing Full-Time and
Part-Time Di rect Sup port Pro fes -
sion als, In-Home Care givers,
and Su per vi sory Po si tions. Will
train the right can di date! $18-
20/hour, all shifts in Rhinelander,
Tom a hawk. Call/Text Beth at
715-897-4003

WOW!!! ZURKOS MAS SIVE
HOL I DAY GIFT & CRAFT SHOW.
Sat Dec. 21 at the Fab u lous Ap -
ple ton Expo (Down town Ap ple ton
150+ Hol i day Ven dors. Info. www. 
zur kopr omot ions. com or 715-302-
0932 (12/2)

No tice of Auc tion of 2020 Ford
F150 4-door Su per crew FX4

Po lice Re spon der and sur plus
am mu ni tion.

Start ing De cem ber 16, 2024 a
2020 Ford F150 and 45 ACP am -
mu ni tion will be of fered for sale
through Wis con sin Sur plus Auc -
tions. Auc tion de tails can be found
at

www. wis cons insu rplu s. com.
Auc tion links will later be posted to
the City of Mer rill web site and the
Mer rill Po lice De part ment Face -
book page.

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment
Ser vic ing all brands.

Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

Au then tic Orig i nal ATBA Teddy
Bear Pup pies (R) The most de -
light ful lit tle dog you will ever
meet! Non-shed ding, shots,
wormed, health guar an tee.715-
787-4293 ted dy bearpuppy.com
#267996DS (12/02)

POM. WELSH-CORGI Mixed Col -
ors shed, shots, vet ck’d, F-$600
M-$500. GREAT X-MAX GIFT!!!
715-758-2433

Reg is tered Golden Re triever
pup pies, ready for their new
home 11/30. Vet-checked, wormed
& shots. Good with chil dren. (8)
males; (4) fe males. $900 each.
Call or text: 715-773-1675

WOW!!! ZURKOS MAS SIVE
HOL I DAY GIFT & CRAFT SHOW.
Sat Dec. 7th at the Fab u lous
Cen tral Wis. Expo in Roth schild.
150+ Hol i day Ven dors. Info. www. 
zur kopr omot ions. com or 715-302-
0932 (12/2)

BOSTON/RAT TER RIER PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/2)

WHOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/2)

Bundles of Joy! Lit tle Yorkies,
11wks. 715-216-5651. Text msg
only plz.

Qual ity Wood Prod ucts
Ma te r ial Han dlers Needed.

Four 10 Hour Days.
Apply by call ing 715-536-5287

4 Lab/Shep ard pups,
10 Weeks old, De wormed,

Ready to go,
$225 each,

Call 715-921-4602

CAV A LIER KING CHARLES Male
Born Aug. 16. 2024 ACA REG.
Friendly and Cute $300. OMO Call
715-669-3847 (12/2)

Dry mix fire wood.
You haul, $100 a load de pend ing

on size of load.
CASH ONLY!

608-513-1566 NO TEXT.
ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Pro cess ing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

AUSSIE DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$600 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/02)

HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH RIDES
ROCK ING W STA BLES. Dec 16-
Jan 1 Beau ti ful trails Great Fam ily
Fun. Can han dle all size groups &
pri vate par ties! Info 715-617-6779
or www. roc king wsta bles- kartway. 
com (12/16)

CAV A LIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL. Born 10/4. Reg is tered
shots, DEW, vet ck’d $800 715-
644-5726 (12/2)DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

For sale second crop Alfalfa -
small square bales. Clean dry, no
rain, no weeds. 45lb avg. $5/bale.
715-623-7641

AUS TRAIL IAN SHEP ARD PUPS
Red & Blue Mer les & Tri 8 weeks
Nov. 20th F-$400. M-$375 920-
905-4665 (12/02)

CAVAPOO PUPS $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/02)

CAVAPOO PUPS. Vac ci nated dew
$250 715-223-0782 (12/2)

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

GOLDEN RE TRIEVER PUPS!!
AKC REG CALL 715-721-5123
FORR DE TAILS

43
15

88

NOWHiring
Become a part of Team A&W!

Merrill’s highly anticipated
location is seeking energetic,

eager, & outgoing crew
members!
Interviewing Now!!
Text/Call DAWN @

715-350-1008
Email Resume to:

awatmerrill@gmail.com

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67

MINI COCK-A-POOS VAR I OUS
COL ORS! Hypo-al ler genic, non-
shed, shots, vet ck’d, F-$600
M-$500. GREAT X-MAX GIFT!!!
CUTE CUD DLY 715-758-2433
(12/2)

In-Home Caregiver
We are seeking a kind and experienced caregiver to provide

in home care for a disabled gentlemen in Merrill. Duties
will include assistance with personal care, mobility, light

housekeeping, and medication reminders. A positive attitude,
patience, and excellent communication skills are essential.

Prior experience with disability care and strong references
are required. Please call Michele 715-921-0790 to apply or

for more information.

PART-TIME HOURS • IMMEDIATE START • EXCELLENT WAGES
431563

43
05

68

Crew
Member

$19.79-$21.29/hr
Join our
Team!

• 4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Attendance Bonus Program

(up to an additional $1.50/hr)
• Retirement & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Vacations
• Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:

Individual: $84/Month
Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month
2025 Monthly RatesAPPLY IN-PERSON

Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

TOWN OF MERRILL

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN GLASS BULLETIN
BOARD AT W4594 PROGRESS AVENUE
AND AT--www.townofmerrillwi.gov

or call Chairman-Mike Hass
with questions at 715-218-7821 42

15
84

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

PLOW TRUCK AND/OR
GRADER OPERATOR

• Must have a CDL

TO APPLY:
• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street

(employment office – SW corner)
• Or Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
• Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

43
12

64

Join the Lincoln
Production Crew
inMerrill, WI!

Why Join Us?
• Starting Pay up to $22/hr.
• First Shift Only – keep your evenings free!
• Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance
• Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily
• Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today

and be part of
something great!

10

7110General Employment 

29

7204Craft Sales 

35

7282Auctions

55

7250Lawn and Garden 

66

7272Dogs 

66

7272Dogs 

66

7272Dogs 
52

7244Firewood 
71

7284Livestock 4

7020Activities and Meetings 
73

7288Hay and Straw 

75

7292Agriculture Services 
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EMPLOYMENT

SELL IT FAST!

CLASSIFIEDS!
IN THE

Don’t be late with your Classified Deadline 
Monday at 11:30 AM

Check Us Out Online!
merrillfotonews.com



“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
35

13

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34

76
M&M Builders LLC

Houses - Garages
Roofing - Pole Sheds

Siding - Decks

Work 715-560-8308
Home 715-773-8292

Merlin Schrock
Lublin, WI 54447

Soffit - Fascia
5”-6” Gutters
Leaf Guards

Call for Free Estimate!

42
26

74

Interior & Exterior from start to finish!

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

2 Horse straight load trailer:
2006 S & S Du ra line. Ex te rior
pro fes sion ally re fin ished in 2021.
Rub ber floor mats. Tires ex cel -
lent con di tion, spare in cluded.
Clean title. Ask ing $4800.
715.340.2419

MER RILL-2 story Apt. 3 Bed, 2
1/2 Bath, 1450 sq ft. Close to mid -
dle school & li brary. $845/mo. +
Se cu rity De posit. All util i ties extra
avail able De cem ber. Jim or Rose
715-356-3130.

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

TOM A HAWK 3 bed room home for
rent, very clean. Call for de tails,
715-612-0357.

AUTOMOBILES WANTED: Run -
ning or not. Cash on the spot.
Same day pick up. Pay ing Top
Dol lar. Call 920-290-6662.

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty
Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

428643

Mariah Chandler

Mariah is Back
With us Full-Time!
• Men, Women, Teens, & Kids

• Haircuts • Perms • Coloring • Weddings
(Book appointments for the whole family)

1005 E. Main St. • 715-536-1345
Stop by or call to book your appointment now!

Walk-Ins Welcome!

HANSENAUCTIONGROUPONLINEREALESTATEAUCTIONS

B ID NOW AT HANSENAUCT IONGROUP .COM

4Vacant LandParcels
Lender-Owned, Commercial,
Residential and Recreational Options
from 0.23± Acre up to 6.38± Acre Lots
Bayfield County - IronRiver,WI

20± AcresWooded
Recreational Land Just OneMile

South of Lake Superior South Shore
near PortWing, Lender Owned

Bayfield County - PortWing,WI

ONLINEBIDDINGENDSTUES., DEC. 10TH

Terms: 7% Buyers Fee. Bryce Hansen, registered WI auctioneer #225

In conjunction with Hansen Real Estate Group
For More Info Call: Jerry Bates: 715-418-0139; Hansen Auction Group: 715-607-4411

See Website for Open House Details

ENDING
SOON!

431208

128921

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Efficient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roofing
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232

SOLICITATION OF BIDS

Joyce Peterson solicits bids for the purchase of her
homestead located at N2215 Prairie River Avenue in the
Town of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, on a large
one (1) acre lot with approximately 150 feet of frontage
on the Prairie River. This 1,784 square foot ranch home
features on the main level 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ bathrooms,
laundry, kitchen, dining room, living room and office.
On the walkout basement level is a large rec room with
a fireplace, wet bar, walk-in cooler and 3/4 bathroom.
There is an attached two (2) car garage.

An additional 40,000.00 square foot vacant lot with
approximately 130 feet of frontage on the Prairie River
is also available for purchase.

The premises may be inspected on Saturday,
December 7th from 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
The premises and improvements are being sold in an
AS IS condition without any warranties or
representations of any nature whatsoever. All bidders
are encouraged to thoroughly inspect the premises
and may make their bid contingent upon an inspection.
Title to the premises shall be conveyed by warranty
deed except restrictions, reservations, easements,
agreements, covenants and rights-of-way of record.

Joyce Peterson reserves the right to reject any and all
bids or to accept any bid she deems most satisfactory in
her sole discretion. Terms of sale: $2,500 within seven
(7) days of notification of acceptance of bid and balance
of bid price in cash at time of closing, with closing to
be within thirty (30) days of notification of acceptance
of bid. All bids shall be sealed in an envelope marked
“Peterson House Bid” and sent by first class mail to Max
Peterson, W4495 County Road G, Merrill, WI 54452.

Bids will be examined on the 16th day of
December, 2024. The successful bidder, if any, will
be notified on or before the 20th day of December, 2024.

427459

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

166

7552Trailers 

115

7400Apartments for Rent 

118

7409Homes for Rent 

153

7524Wanted to Buy 

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 
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Meet Mrs. Claus at St. 
Vincent de Paul Thrift Store

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

St. Vincent de Paul 

Thrift Store, 1004 E. Main 
St. in Merrill, recently 
announced that Mrs. Claus 
will be in the store on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, from 
1:30 to 4 p.m. Management 
and volunteers at the store 
invite families and children 
to stop in to meet Mrs. Claus 
and get a sweet surprise. 

“Following her 
appearance in the store, she 
will join Santa and the elves 
in the Christmas Parade 
starting at 5 p.m.,” they 
said. 

All proceeds from sales 
at the St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store help local 
families and individuals 
in need, supporting the St. 
Vincent de Paul Outreach 
Center at 503 S. Center Ave., 
Ste. 2 in Merrill. Lincoln 
County residents in need 
can call the Outreach 
Center at 715.539.2666.

Mrs. Claus and some of the elves prepare to meet children at 
the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store.� Submitted photo.

|NEWS BRIEFS|
LCHS October 

Donors
The Lincoln County 

Humane Society (LCHS) 
would like to thank the 
following donors for their 
support in October:

Meghan Stevenson; 
Dean Barker; Steven 
Roberts; Mark & Patti 
Johnson; Peggy Bauman; 
Bill & Carol Sparr; J.E. 
Ross; Linda & Nicole 
Dubois; Robert Linke; 
Cora Borgens; Judy 

Anderson; Sharon Welch; 
Cindy Boehm; David 
Taggart; Nadine Appel; 
Larry & Colleen Woller; 
Philip & Virginia Giese; 
Cecil Ballou; Kristin 
Weisenfeld; United Parcel 
Service Oasis Supply; 
Packaging Corporation 
of  America; Christine 
Tonelli; Janet Selnes; 
Pamela Welch; Russell 
& Nancy Putnam; Tim 
& Jess Seeger’s Wedding 
Donation; UnitedHealth 
Group; Anjali Dvorak; 
Peggy Bauman; James 
& Jane Parsons; Kendra 
Hawley; Mark Smith; 
Ivy Catlin; Sharayah 
Lee; Tasha Jaeger; Brad 
Hinner; Julie Gasper; 
Debbie Alvin; David & 
Cathy Livingston; Cheryl 
Bahr; Amy Marthenze; 
Linda Tompach; Paypal 
Giving Fund; Hilary Scully; 
Brad Pophal; Richard 
Olson; Cynthia Guenther 
& Janeen Laborde; 
Tomahawk Ace Hardware; 
Ralph & Tina Voigt; and 
Edward Jones Financial.

They would also like to 
thank the following donors 
for sponsoring adoption 
fees at the Lincoln County 
Humane Society in 
October: Richard Burkam; 
Angelia Peter; Sheridan 
Perry; The Winter Family; 
Deborah Radwan; The 
Haunted Sawmill—
The Friends of  Vincent 
Foundation; and Cynthia 
Guenther.

Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated! 

Please note, donations 
coming through Facebook 
via the Paypal Giving 
Fund are anonymous 
and LCHS cannot see 
the donor’s name or 
contact information. 
They apologize for any 
inconvenience.

AUCTION

If you would like to 
be included in this 
Business Directory, 

please call  
715-536-7121

REAL ESTATE
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Following in the footsteps of
Barb Nickel and Cindy Schielke,
Ma’s Place will continue to be
a family-owned business. Tom
and Jennifer McCrory and their
second eldest son, 18-year-old Rex
Brown, became the new owners
of Ma’s Place in Gleason in mid-
October 2024.

Though young, Rex comes to
the business with four years of
restaurant experience, having
worked his way up to being the
manager of Lenny’s Sub Shop in
Tennessee for the last 2 ½ years.

Jennifer previously worked at a
restaurant in Tennessee for about
15 years and also worked in food
sales on the broker side. In college
she majored in biosystems and
food process engineering. “Since
then I’ve been a mom,” Jennifer
said. “I’ve probably learned more
about cooking and food as a mom
and a homesteader than I ever
did in college. … I cared what was
going into my kids’ bodies and
for their health. … I kind of have
both a practical and educational
background in food.”

“I’ve been coming to Gleason
every year of my entire life,”
Jennifer said. “My grandfather
had bought a cabin up here. My
dad spent all his summers here
… my grandfather retired here
…my parents spend a good part
of the year here, and we’ve been
spending the summers here for
several years.”

Jennifer and Tom were both
raised in Tennessee and wanted

to raise their family [six boys
and a girl] in a rural area, but the
area became overpopulated, they
said. All of their great memories
of Gleason prompted them to
move to Gleason and buy a family
business.

From one family to the next
The restaurant barely skipped

a beat, as Barb and Cindy helped
with the transition, Rex said. They
handed over the keys, the new
family jumped right in, and Cindy
stayed to help and train for two
weeks, he said.

Currently, Jennifer and
Tom are handling things out
front—waiting tables, bussing,
washing dishes, and ringing up
customers—while Rex serves
as both manager and cook,
and Jennifer also does all the
baking and desserts—and it’s a
lot. When not in school, several
of the younger boys help in the
restaurant, bussing tables and
doing dishes, etc.

“If anybody is interested in
cooking breakfast, we need a
really good breakfast cook,”
Jennifer said. Rex stepped in to
cook on a temporary basis, but the
family really needs him to be able
to focusmore onmanagement and
being the face of the business.

Adding a southern flair
“We want to honor the great

work Barb and Cindy did for this
community,” Jennifer said. “We
would not change much, but we’re
gonna have to put our own spin on
it. … being from the south, we’re

gonna probably put a southern
flair [on things].”

That southern flair shows with
the addition of hush puppies and
cheddar bay biscuits (in lieu of rye
bread for fish fries); the addition
of new sandwiches on the lunch
menu including a Philly cheese
steak sandwich and Rex’s chicken
strip melt; and the addition of a
prime rib French dip, along with
chicken and waffles, to the Friday
fish fry menu.

“Rexisgreatat thesandwiches,”
Jennifer said. “People have been
really liking his sandwiches. He
comes from a Philly cheese steak
place. And he’s made so many of
those and he’s doing a great job.”

Another change? Oma’s
potatoes replaced German potato
salad. Oma is the German word
for grandmother. “That was my
mom’s mom,” Jennifer said.
“We called her Oma. They’re a
creamy hash brown potato with
some cheese in it.” Another new
German side is sweet beer carrots.

Jennifer is also the baker in the
family and plans to have at least
one or two dessert options each
day. “We have a banana cream
pie that’s delicious, and I make a
black bottom pie,” she said.

Something else for the locals
to love? In addition to beer and
wine with dinner, Jennifer plans
to create a custom old fashioned
people can enjoywith their dinner.
“I’m going to be experimenting
and trying to do a south meets
north kind of thing,” she said,

incorporating Jack Daniel’s
whiskey from Tennessee.

In lieu of Cindy’s skillet, Rex
introduced “the breakfast of
champions, which is hash browns,
eggs, grilled green peppers,
onions, and then the meat of your
choice [like sausage or ham].”
It’s a big skillet-style serving that
“came from mom’s brother, Jess.
He made that a lot up here for
breakfasts, for all the cousins and
stuff, whenever they were hosting
for the week,” Rex said.

Another breakfast change?
Crispy edge pancakes. “We cook
our pancakes in butter in the
south,” Jennifer said. “It gives it
a crispy edge … overwhelmingly
people have loved it, except for
maybe one or two. Mostly people
have said that they were the best
pancakes they’ve had in their life.
… And they keep coming back for
Rex’s crispy edge pancakes.”

Sourcing food locally
“One thing that we’re excited

about here is being able to source
some local eggs. … We’re going
to carry the local eggs across the
menu,” Jennifer said. “And some
local beef. We’re going to carry
Skaar Farms beef as an option.”
They’re starting out small, giving
customers the option for locally
grown beef for their burgers for a
small upcharge.

For those who want real maple
syrup on their pancakes, the
restaurant also has jars of locally-
produced maple syrup for sale.
“Buy your own jar or bring it in,”

Rex said. Or opt for real maple
syrup for a small upcharge.

Jennifer said they are happy
to work with local vendors.
“We prioritize sourcing and
showcasing local food and other
items. Look for local items on the
menu and local art on the walls!”
she said.

Where and when
Ma’s Place, N5375 State Hwy. 17

in Gleason, serves breakfast 6-11
a.m.; sandwiches/lunch menu 11
a.m.-2 p.m. except on Fridays; and
fish fries 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-8
p.m. on Fridays.

They close 2-4 p.m. on Fridays
to prep and are closed on
Wednesdays.
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Gleason Mennonite ChurchGleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20
286183

Luther Memorial Church
N5308 Town Hall Rd., Gleason, WI
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Advent Services
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH • 7PMWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH • 7PM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH • 7PMWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH • 7PM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18THWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH
HYMN SING SERVICE • 7PMHYMN SING SERVICE • 7PM

Christmas Services
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21STSATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST

Children’s Christmas Program • 6:00 PMChildren’s Christmas Program • 6:00 PM
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24THTUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service • 7:00 PMChristmas Eve Candlelight Service • 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25THWEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH

Christmas Morning Service • 10:30 AMChristmas Morning Service • 10:30 AM

If you would like to advertise
in the Gleason Corner, or have
a community event listed here

please contact:

Jennifer Gartmann
Phone: 715-218-1644
email: jgartmann@mmclocal.com

357737

5375 WI-17, Gleason • (715) 873-3377
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, & Sunday • 6am-2pm,

Friday • 6am-8pm and Closed Wednesday
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Stop in to meet the
NEW OWNERS

-THE BROWN FAMILY!
We can’t wait to

get to know you all!

Our Famous Beer Battered Friday Fish Fry Starts at 11 am!

N5211 Bradley St.,
Gleason

715-873-4843
Closed Sundays

N5211 Bradley St.,

STEP UP TO
HAND CRAFTED

QUALITY!
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STEP UP TO 
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• Portable
Storage She

ds
• GardenSheds

Sizes from
8’x8’ to 14’x40’

Free Local DeliveryLLC

• Garages
• Cabins

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at

our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

Now Taking Orders for 2025!Now Taking Orders for 2025!

Farm Fresh Meats | Eggs
Local Honey & Syrup

Freeze Dried Fruit & Candy
Freshly Roasted Coffee

All-Natural Dog & Cat Treats | Dog Bones
All-Natural Handmade Soap

Laundry Detergent
Body Scrub | Lotions

Bath Bombs
Dishwasher Soap

Handmade Crafts & Gifts 42
43
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N5177 STATE RD 17, GLEASON

SUMMERHOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM.MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

PRAIRIEERIPRAI
PINES
ERIPRAIPRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRI

PINESPINESPINESPINES
715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

Feature Items
Mediterranean
Market Extra
VirginOliveOil

$799
34 oz.

Buy a case of
12 for $84

BlackOil
SunflowerSeeds

$1995
50 lbs.

Prices good for December

19 50 lbs.

mb

431305

GLEASON COMMUNITYGLEASON COMMUNITY
CLUB EVENTS:CLUB EVENTS:

N 5335 Bayer St. Gleason, WIN 5335 Bayer St. Gleason, WI

Christmas EventChristmas Event
DECEMBER 7DECEMBER 7THTH • 2 PM-5 PM• 2 PM-5 PM
There will be horse drawn wagon rides,There will be horse drawn wagon rides,
and Santa will be there from 3pm-5pm.and Santa will be there from 3pm-5pm.

2025 RACE DATES:
• January 11 • January 18 • February 1
• February 15 (night race) • March 1

Manager and co-owner Rex Brown
at the grill.

Tina L. Scott photo

The new Philly cheese steak sandwich
Tina L. Scott photo

New owners at Ma’s Place have local ties BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR
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Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 42
84

44

Addison Jirovec

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Addison Jirovec, a Junior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the week of
Dec. 5, 2024. She has been a member of the MHS Varsity Swim Team since ninth grade and competes individually
and as part of relay teams. Her 200 yard medley relay team recently went to State, but her favorite event is still the
100-yard backstroke, she said. Addison has been swimming since childhood and competitively since sixth grade
when she joined the Prairie River Middle School (PRMS) Swim Team and the Merrill Aqua Jays, as well. In Freshman
year she was also on the MHS JV Track and Field Team, however, she was out with an injury last season. She plans
to return this spring, competing in discus, shot put, and the 100-meter dash.
At school, Addison is part of the Co-op Program and works at both McDonald’s and PRMS as a lifeguard; she also
lifeguards at the Bierman Center Pool in the summer. In her free time, Addison likes to “swim, hang out with friends,
go shopping, camping, and playing with my dogs,” she said. The family has two English springer spaniels.
The daughter of Rory and Jennifer Jirovec of Merrill, Addison has a 3.7 GPA. After graduation, she plans to pursue a
career in the medical field—either physical therapy or medical imaging (X-rays) or possibly chiropractic, she said.
She is considering attending either UW-Oshkosh or UW-LaCrosse.
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22002244-2-2002255 MMeerrrrillill HHiigghh SSchochoooll
WWiinntteerr SSpoporrttss ScSchehedduullee

22002244-2-2002255 MMeerrrrillill HHiigghh SSchochoooll
WWiinntteerr SSpoporrttss ScSchehedduullee

The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Thurs, Dec. 5 Crandon (JV) Home 5:45 pm
Thurs, Dec. 5 Crandon (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Fri, Dec. 6 Mosinee (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri, Dec. 6 Mosinee (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 Northland Pines (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 Northland Pines (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm

Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri, Dec. 6 Florence (JV) Away 5:45 pm
Fri, Dec. 6 Florence (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 Wausau West (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 Wausau West (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Dec. 5 Stevens Point (JV) Away 6:30 pm
Thurs, Dec. 5 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Fri, Dec. 6 Kimberly-Invite (JV) Away 4:00 pm
Sat, Dec. 7 Kimberly-Invite (Varsity) Away 8:15 am
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (JV) Away 6:30 pm
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Thurs, Dec. 5 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm
Sat, Dec. 7 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 8:00 am
Thurs, Dec. 12 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm

Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Thurs, Dec. 5 Stevens Point-Marathon (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs, Dec. 5 Stevens Point-Marathon (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Sat, Dec. 7 Marquette-MARC (JV) Home 12:00 pm
Sat, Dec. 7 Marquette-marc (Varsity) Home 2:00 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 WI Rapids-S. Wood (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Tues, Dec. 10 WI Rapids-S. Wood (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Thurs, Dec. 12 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 7:30 pm

Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
No Scheduled Events For This Week.
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and provides service and 
installation.

Doing a thrifted 
Christmas?

Yes, that really is a thing! 
Many people, tired of  
rampant consumerism and 
high prices and focused 
on creative gift giving, are 
doing a thrifted Christmas, 
either entirely or in part, 
shopping at secondhand 
stores, resale shops, and 
thrift stores for their 
Christmas gifts and home 
decor. Even if  you’re not 
doing a thrifted Christmas, 
these places are some of  
the best places to find gifts 
for a white elephant gift 
exchange. And thrifting 
has also become a popular 
hobby in and of  itself, so 
consider a gift certificate to 
one of  these local shops.

Check out St. Vincent 

de Paul Thrift Store on E. 
Main St., Main St. Resale 
on W. Main St., Helping 
Hands Bargain Center on 
N. Grand Ave., and Old 
Time General Store & 
Mercantile in Gleason. 

Give the gift of 
experiences

Lots of  families are 
choosing to forego the 
extra “stuff” of  Christmas 
and opting to give the gift 
of  experiences. Merrill’s 
got you covered with that, 
too! Give a gift certificate 
to the Cosmo Theatre so 
your family and friends can 
enjoy a movie and popcorn 
when their favorite new 
movie is playing, or give a 
gift certiicate for the family 
to go bowling at Les & Jim’s 
Lincoln Lanes and maybe 
enjoy a meal afterward. 

How about a date night 
for your favorite couple? 
Give them a gift certificiate 
for Red Granite Bar & Grill 
or Pub 1638 so they can get 
away for an evening at their 
convenience (and offer to 
babysit the kids as part of  
your gift).

Have you considered a 
gift certificate for a family 
trail ride at Chism Trail 
Ranch west of  Merrill or 
Blue Haven Stables south 
of  Merrill? Or perhaps a 
gift certificate for riding 
lessons at either venue for 
your favorite horse lovers 
or a gift of  cowboy boots, 
clothing, jewelry, decor, 
or tack from Blue Haven’s 
Western Wear & Tack Shop.

For those who love body 
art, gift them the gift of  
a henna tattoo at Henna 
North on W. Main St. or a 
piercing or time on their 
next tattoo at Iron Raven 
Tattoo or Redemption Ink 
Tattoo and Art Studio, both 
in Merrill. 

Gift someone a 
Merrill vacation or 

staycation
Whether your family 

lives in or out of  the area, 
the gift of  a mini Merrill 
vacation—or an overnight 
or weekend staycation 
in Merrill—is a great 
experience to consider! 
Both the AmericInn and 
Cobblestone Inn are located 
conveniently on E. Main St. 
and both offer whirlpool 
suites, while the AmericInn 

also has a pool and hot 
tub and the Cobblestone 
Inn has a workout room, 
making them great options 
for couples and family 
fun. And once they’re 
here, there is so much to 
do in Merrill. Have them 
turn to the Area Events & 
Entertainment Community 
Calendar page in the 
Merrill Foto News or find 
the latest article online at 
MerrillFotoNews.com to 
see all the fun things to do 
in our area once they’re 
here.

Food, groceries, and 
eating out

Who doesn’t love food? 
We’ve all got to eat! When in 
doubt, give the gift of  food in 
one form or another. Bake 
up a loaf  of  homemade 
sourdough bread for a 
neighbor or make a batch 
of  your sibling’s favorite 
cookies. Or shop locally 
and you won’t have to heat 
up the oven at all. Pick up a 
little something sweet or a 
favorite treat at the Polka-
Dotted Pie on E. Main St. 
or place your order for pies 
and cookies just in time for 
the holidays. Grab a coffee 
refill while you’re there.

Families always 
appreciate gift certificates 
to eat out, whether that’s a 
gift certificate to Pine Ridge 
Restaurant so they can 
enjoy a sit-down breakfast 
Sunday morning after 
church, a gift certificate to 
Pine Ridge Arby’s so they 
can all go for a quick meal 
together between activities, 
or a gift certificate to Chip’s 
Hamburgers so mom or 
dad can drive through 
and grab a family pack on 
the way home. Other area 
options? Consider a gift 
certificate or gift cards 
from Ballyhoo’s, Caylor’s 
Trophy Bar, Culver’s, Ed 
& Sharon’s, Eagle’s Club, 
Hugo’s Pizza, Los Mezcales, 
Subway, The Dugout, 
The Grand Stand, Casa 
Amigos, Salvo’s Pizzeria, 
the B’s Nest, Friendship 
House, or Merrill’s newest 
restaurant, Luis Alberto’s 
Mexican Taco Shop at 722 
E. Second St.

How about a gift 
certificate to Prairie Pines 
Country Store in Gleason 
or Ma’s Place in Gleason? 
Individuals, couples, 
and families alike would 
welcome the chance to 
stock up on groceries at 
Prairie Pines or try out 
some of  the new menu 
items or a Friday fish fry at 
Ma’s Place. 

While you’re in Gleason, 
how about gifting locally 
raised beef  or chicken? A 
box of  meat from Skaar 
Family Farm or Huhta 
Homestead makes a great 
gift. 

Or take a drive out on 
Pope Rd. just northeast 
of  Merrill to Geiss Meat 
Service where you can 
put together a nice gift 
box of  meat and cheese 
or purchase individual 
selections as gifts.

Plautz’s Pub now offers 
bingo and cribbage, so a 
gift certificate there could 
cover a drink or two to 
warm up on a cold day 
and the chance to enjoy 
entertainment, as well.

Giving the gift of 
getting healthy

Maybe you’d rather focus 
on experiences to help 
someone—or the entire 
family—get fit and healthy 
in 2025? Consider buying 
and gifting a membership 
or a gift certificate to 
Riverside Athletic Club 
so the gift recipient can 
enjoy some pickleball or 
basketball, climbing on the 
rock wall, weight lifting, 
individual or group classes 
(for everything from 
karate to zumba to Silver 
Sneakers), the warm water 
pool, and more! Or look 
into gifting a membership 
at Anytime Fitness on 
Merrill’s east side. 

Find the perfect gift for 
your favorite golfer at the 
pro shop at the Merrill 
Golf  Club or give a gift 
certificate for a round of  
golf.

The gift of being 
pampered

Another great gifting 
experience? Give someone 
permission to pamper 
themselves in the new year 
with a gift certificate for 
services at Hair by Julie, 
Images Salon, Allan’s 
Barber Chair, Mike’s West 
Side Barber Shop, Images, 
Designer’s Plus, Studio 500, 
Emerald Studio, or Lueur 
Aesthetics. 

Gas up the tank ... 
It’s easy to give the gift 

of  gas. A gift card for Kwik 
Trip is perfect for older 
teens, the new driver in 
the family, or drivers of  all 
ages—so the recipient can 
fill up their auto gas tank 
with fuel or gas up their 
proverbial gas tank with 
Karuba coffee, donuts, or 
other quick foods. Other 
locally-owned and operated 
gas stations like Pine Ridge 
Mobile offer gift cards, as 
well.  

Make life easier with 
a gift certificate from 
Brickner’s Park City for 
an oil change in their shop. 
Another option for a car 
owner? Pre-purchase a car 
wash at Rain Auto Wash on 
E. Main St. and tuck that 
into a card for an easy gift 
option.

Merrill Chamber 
Gift Certificates:  

One-stop Christmas 
shopping

If  you’re still stumped—
or just want to make your 
Christmas gift giving a lot 
easier while still keeping 
all your Christmas 
cash local—do all your 
“shopping” at one stop. The 
Merrill Area Chamber of  
Commerce offers Merrill 
Chamber Gift Certificates, 
redeemable at hundreds 
of  Merrill area businesses 
for goods and services! One 
and done. 

SHOP LOCAL  
from page 6

Pamela Zettelmeier of Waukesha gifted the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Outreach Center in Merrill 
with a generous gift to help SVDP continue their work in 
the community. “We were happy to receive a donation 
of over 200 handmade crocheted mittens, 150 children’s 
socks, and pajamas,” said Sue Norenberg, Operations 
Manager at the SVDP Outreach Center. “Pamela has been 
so generous in providing these items for the past several 
years.” The items will be used in the community for those 
in need as the wintry weather sets in. The SVDP Outreach 
Center is located at 503 S. Center Ave. Ste. 2 in Merrill. The 
phone number is 715.539.2666.� Submitted photo.


