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THESE DEALS MUST BE PURCHASED DURING THE BLACK FRIDAY EVENT IN A GIFT
CERTIFICATE FORM. INSTALLATION MUST BE DONE PRIOR TO 3-01-25

$39 WINDSHIELD BROW TINT
$79 WINDOW TINT - FRONT OR SECOND ROW
$199 HEATED SEAT - DRIVER OR PASSENGER

$399 REMOTE START - 1 MILE RANGE

1911 N. STEVENS ST.
RHINELANDER, WI 54501

715.365.8104

FRIDAY 29TH&SATURDAY 30TH

FRIDAY 29TH
SATURDAY 30TH

Days
Only2

STARTS AT 8:00 AM

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY NEW OR USED VEHICLE

RHINELANDER GM
RHINELANDER TOYOTA
OK USED CARS OF RHINELANDER

TARTS AT 8:00 AM

ALL 3
RHINELANDER
LOCATIONS

715.365.81001935 N. Stevens St. I Rhinelander, WI 54051 I

BUY 3 TIRES
GET 1 FOR $1

*Must purchase tires on
Nov. 29, or Nov. 30, 2024.SE
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*Must perform �rst oil change during the event on Nov. 29, or Nov. 30, 2024.
Free oil change must be performed on the same vehicle, of equal value, by 10/2025.

Get your oil changed
During the BLACK FRIDAY event

Friday 29th or Saturday 30th
& your next oil change is on us!*
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Through Can-Am competition, Tomahawk Sports Center gifts new UTV to TFD

With spring referendum set, 
School District of Tomahawk 
shifts to community outreach
BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER EDITOR

TOMAHAWK – With a funding referendum now set 
to appear on Feb. 18, 2025 ballots, the School District of  
Tomahawk is now shifting its focus to community out-
reach.

NOTE: An article in last week’s Leader incorrectly stat-
ed that the referendum would appear on April 2025 ballots.

The district’s Board of  Education gave the official 
thumbs-up to the spending request during its meeting on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12.

In a Monday, Nov. 18 release, the district explained 
that the proposed non-recurring operational referendum 
is asking voters to authorize the district to continue to 
exceed its revenue limit by $3.25 million each year for 
four years, starting with the 2024-2025 school year and 
ending in 2028-2029.

Currently, the district is operating under a three-year, 
$3.25 million referendum that was approved by voters in 
April 2022 and will expire at the end of  the school year.

The proposed referendum would replace the 2022 
spending request and “enable the district to maintain its 
current programming levels through 2029 while making 
strategic investments to bolster learning and student op-
portunities,” according to the district.

BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

TOMAHAWK – The Tom-
ahawk Fire Department 
(TFD) last week received a 
new UTV, thanks to the ef-
forts of  Tomahawk Sports 
Center (TSC).

TSC is a Bombardier Rec-
reational Products (BRP) 
dealer. Each year, Can-Am, 
a subsidiary of  BRP, holds a 
competition called “Can-Am 
Defender for a Cause,” which 
asks Wisconsin dealers to 
submit letters explaining 
how nonprofi t organizations 
in their area would benefi t 
from having a Can-Am De-
fender.

Jodi Selmer of  TSC ex-
plained that over the years, 
TSC submitted many letters 
on behalf  of  TFD, but were 
never selected. Their luck 
changed this year, when a 
new TSC employee who is 
also a TFD volunteer tried 
their hand at writing a letter.

Selmer said Can-Am 
wrote back, saying TSC’s 
letter was “incredible” and 
informing them that TFD 
would be the winners of  the 
2025 Can-Am Defender Pro 
Limited HD10.

TFD was one of  32 orga-
nizations vying for the new 
side-by-side.

A few months later, TSC 
received the unit, and after 
Printworx in Tomahawk 
took care of the decals and 
TSC added the needed acces-
sories, the Can-Am was ready 
to be put to use by TFD.

TFD will upgrade from its 
current UTV, a 2008 Polaris. 

TSC employees and TFD 
members gathered at TSC 
on Monday, Nov. 19, to hand 
over the keys to TFD Chief  
Paul Winter.

Winter noted that he be-
lieves the new unit will help 
the department broaden 
their rescue endeavors.

“We cannot thank (TSC) 
enough for this opportuni-
ty,” TFD stated.

Referendum
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Photos courtesy of Jodi Selmer
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Engineering
SCHOLARSHIPS
for 2025 - 2026

CHEMICAL • ELECTRICAL
PAPER SCIENCE • CIVIL

MECHANICAL
INDUSTRIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

for interested seniors with a ≥ 3.0 GPA in theTOMAHAWK MILL AREA

Investing in local talent
for our future.

Ask your school office or guidance
counselor for details.

Complete and submit an application
by December 27, 2024.

429867

(Tomahawk or Merrill High Schools)
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With the same yearly 
funding amount being 
sought, the district doesn’t 
anticipate its portion of  
the property tax rate to in-
crease.

“District leaders and the 
board estimated an aver-
age of  a $5.59 levy rate 
per $1,000.00 of  estimated 
fair market value with the 
passage of  the Feb. 2025 
referendum,” the district 
stated. “It is important to 
note that the levy rate may 
not be consistently applied 
in each township due to a 
variety of  factors. Howev-
er, the overall average levy 
rate is $5.59 per $1,000.00 
of  property value.”

The district said it is 
“facing the same challeng-
es experienced by most 
Wisconsin districts,” not-
ing that state aid to public 
schools has failed to keep 
up with inflation, “espe-
cially in recent years.”

“If  revenues had kept 

pace with inflation since 
2009, school districts like 
Tomahawk would receive 
about $3,300.00 more per 
student for the 2024-25 
school year,” the district 
stated.  “Additionally, 
state aid is connected to 
property values. Because 
of  the percentage of  high-
value lake property in the 
Tomahawk area, the dis-
trict receives very little 
state aid.” 

The district explained 
that while the average 
Wisconsin district receives 
$8,060.00 per student in 
state aid, Tomahawk re-
ceives only about $3,300.00 
per student. 

The district also does 
not qualify for poverty 
aid, which aids districts 
where at least half  of  its 
students are economically 
disadvantaged; or sparsity 
aid, which provides aid to 
rural school districts with 
relatively small economies 
of  scale.

District Administrator 

Wendell Quesinberry said 
that while the district is 
proud of  its success, it still 
faces “significant finan-
cial challenges.”

“Most of  these challeng-
es are out of  our control 
and largely related to the 
state’s school funding sys-
tem and rising costs due 
to inflation,” Quesinberry 
stated. “We look forward 
to sharing more informa-
tion with our community 
regarding our financial 
needs and the proposed 
solution on the ballot this 
February.”

Going forward, the dis-
trict said it plans to launch 
a webpage with detailed 
information on the fund-
ing request, along with an-
swers to frequently asked 
questions. 

More information will 
also be shared on the dis-
trict’s social media plat-
forms and via other chan-
nels in the coming weeks 
and months, according to 
the district. 

REFERENDUM
FROM PAGE 1

St. Mary’s Choir and Friends gearing 
up for annual holiday concert

The Choir begins rehearsing several months before the concert.

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – St. 
Mary’s Choir and Friends 
will present their an-
nual holiday concert next 
month.

The choir will perform 
the concert, called “This Is 
Christmas,” at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 320 E. Wash-
ington Ave., Tomahawk, on 
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. 

The choir is made up 
of  55 adult singers, a chil-
dren’s Cherub Choir and 
instrumentalists featuring 

piano, harp, violin, guitar, 
mandolin and a variety of  
brass. 

Jan Huseby, Director of  
Music and Liturgy with 
St. Mary’s, is also the Mu-
sic Director for the choir, 
with assistance from Mary 
Ramsey. She explained that 
the St. Mary’s Choir and 
their many friends from 
other area churches begin 
preparations for the con-
cert in early September.

“Performing traditional 
and contemporary songs 
of  hope, peace and a Christ-

mas cantata, the impres-
sive local talent of  the com-
bined voices has delighted 
large audiences for many 
years in what has become a 
popular holiday tradition,” 
Huseby stated. “The con-
cert is free of  charge, but a 
free will o¥ering is appre-
ciated. Following the con-
cert, the audience is treated 
to an array of  delectable 
homemade hors d’oeuvres 
and desserts.”

For more information, 
contact Huseby at 715-453-
2878 ext. 211.

The performance will be held at St. Mary’s on Sunday, Dec. 8.
Photos courtesy of Jan Huseby

Danielski completes Nicolet 
College Jail Academy

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LINCOLN COUNTY – 
Lincoln County Correc-
tions O¨cer Adam Dan-
ielski recently completed 
Nicolet College’s 200-hour 
Jail Academy.

A post on the Lincoln 
County Sheri¥’s O¨ce’s 
Facebook page said Dan-
ielski was selected by his 
peers to deliver the com-
mencement speech.

“Adam harnessed an op-
portunity to share not only 
the insights gained, but also 
the profound experiences 
encountered throughout 
the academy’s challenging 
yet rewarding journey,” 
the Sheri¥’s O¨ce stated. 
“In his heartfelt address, he 
o¥ered a glimpse into the 
unique camaraderie among 
classmates, the resilience 
required in their training 
and the vital skill sets, rang-

ing from crisis manage-
ment to conflict resolution, 
that now equip him and his 
fellow o¨cers to serve and 
protect their community 
more e¥ectively.”

Danielski has been with 
the Sheri¥’s O¨ce’s Jail Di-
vision since March.

“Once again, congratula-
tions, Adam,” the Sheri¥’s 
O¨ce said. “Your journey is 
not just a testament to your 

individual determination, 
but also a motivation for 
those who aspire to follow 
in your footsteps. Thank 
you for your unwavering 
dedication to our commu-
nity. Your role as a Correc-
tions O¨cer lays the foun-
dation for a safer society, 
and we look forward to wit-
nessing all the remarkable 
achievements that lie ahead 
in your promising career.”

Pictured are Adam Danielski (left) and Lincoln County Sheriff 
Ken Schneider.

Photo courtesy of the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of�ce
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ANTIGO

WITTENBERG
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STEVENS

LUCK IS JUST A SHUTTLE RIDE AWAY
WITTENBERG

HAVE YOUR DRIVER INITIAL AND RECEIVE

DRIVER INITIALS: DATE:
ONE TIME OFFER

Merrill & Tomahawk Merrill

Thanksgivingat

With
GRATITUDE

Merrill & Tomahawk
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Merrill Store
1010 E. Main

Merrill WI 54452
715-536-8336

www.NAPAonline.com

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6

Sat. 7-4 • Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St.

715-453-5534
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30

Sat. 8-3 • Sun. Closed

May your
Thanksgiving
be filled with
joy and
happiness.
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of  the highest overall 
scores in the area and 
was one of  few local dis-
tricts to exceed expecta-
tions. Many area districts 
earned “meets expecta-
tions” marks, while sev-
eral received “meets few 
expectations” ratings.

According to DPI, re-
port cards include data 
for multiple school years 
across four priority areas: 
Achievement, Growth, 
Target Group Outcomes 
and On-Track to Gradua-
tion. 

DPR said the Achieve-
ment and Growth priority 
areas are weighted based 
on a district or school per-

centage of  economically 
disadvantaged pupils, as 
required by state law.

The Achievement pri-
ority area summarizes 
how a district’s students 
performed on state as-
sessments using a points-
based proficiency system 
that gives partial credit 
for Approaching perfor-
mance and extra credit for 
Advanced performance. 
The score is a multi-year 
average of  English lan-
guage arts (ELA) and 
mathematics component 
scores.

Tomahawk’s score of  
61.3 (62.0 in ELA, 60.6 in 
mathematics), was the 

Correction
An article in last week’s Leader said a School District of  

Tomahawk funding referendum will appear on April 2025 
ballots. The referendum will appear on Feb. 2025 ballots.

School District of Tomahawk ‘exceeds expectations’ on annual DPI report card
BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

TOMAHAWK – The 
School District of  Toma-
hawk received an “ex-
ceeds expectations” rating 
on the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of  Public Instruc-
tion (DPI)’s accountability 
report card for the 2023-24 
school year.

State statute requires 
DPI to publish the school 
and district report cards 
annually.

The 2023-24 report cards 
were released last week.

The accountability 
scores are broken down 
into five overall ratings 
that a district or school 
can be placed into: Signifi-
cantly Exceeds Expecta-
tions (five stars), Exceeds 
Expectations (four stars), 
Meets Expectations (three 
stars), Meets Few Expec-
tations (two stars) and 
Fails to Meet Expectations 
(one star). 

Report cards use up to 
three years of  data, in-
cluding achievement data 
from 2021-22, 2022-23 and 
2023-24.

DPI said statewide over-
all ratings distribution 
on district report cards 
for 2023-24 was similar to 
2022-23. 

“Of  377 public school 
districts receiving report 
cards for 2023-24, 353 met, 
exceeded or significantly 
exceeded expectations 
(94% of  districts),” DPI 
stated. “Among districts 
receiving report cards for 
both 2023-24 and 2022-23, 
29 increased by one rating 
category compared to the 
prior year, 24 decreased 

by one rating category, 
and 324 had no change in 
rating.” 

Report cards are not 
produced for districts that 
represent a single school, 
DPI noted. In these cases, 
school report cards are 
produced.

There were 1,939 report 
cards produced for public 
schools for 2023-24, ac-
cording to DPI. 

“Of  the scored public 
school report cards, 1,622 
met, exceeded or signifi-
cantly exceeded expecta-
tions (84%). Among public 
schools receiving scored 
report cards for both 
2023-24 and 2022-23, 249 in-
creased in rating at least 
one category compared 
to the prior year, 212 de-
creased in rating at least 
one category and 1,461 
had no change in rating. 
Among public schools, 153 
were unable to be scored 
and are rated using alter-
nate accountability.”

“This data is broken 
down by student group 
and across years, helping 
to highlight trends and 
provide a deeper analy-
sis of  performance at the 
group, school and district 
levels,” DPI stated.

School District of 
Tomahawk data

The School District 
of  Tomahawk earned an 
overall score of  72.2, good 
for a four-star, “exceeds 
expectations” rating.

Tomahawk earned one 

AREA DATA
District Overall Accountability 

Score Rating
Tomahawk 72.2 Exceeds Expectations
Abbotsford 60.2 Meets Expectations
Antigo 64.4 Meets Expectations
Athens 66.8 Meets Expectations
Butternut 58.2 Meets Expectations
Chequamegon 73.3 Exceeds Expectations
D.C. Everest 70.8 Exceeds Expectations
Edgar 67.5 Meets Expectations
Flambeau 67.7 Meets Expectations
Ladysmith 56.0 Meets Few Expectations
Lakeland 53.8 Meets Few Expectations
Medford 63.7 Meets Expectations
Merrill 55.2 Meets Few Expectations
Mosinee 68.6 Meets Expectations
N. Pines 68.2 Meets Expectations
Phillips 63.7 Meets Expectations
Prentice 61.5 Meets Expectations
Rhinelander 63.1 Meets Expectations
Rib Lake 68.9 Meets Expectations
Stratford 77.5 Exceeds Expectations
Wausau 65.7 Meets Expectations

Data courtesy of DPI.

same as or higher than 
48.7% of  districts in the 
state, according to DPI.

The Growth prior-
ity area measures year-
to-year student progress 
on statewide tests. It uses 
a value-added model that 
seeks to control for cir-
cumstances beyond the 
influence of  educators. 

DPI said a high value-
added score means that 
on average students in the 
district are progressing 
more quickly than other, 
similar students. 

“Growth is scored from 
0 to 100 to match the other 
priority areas and is a con-
version from the roughly 
0 to 6 value-added score,” 
DPI stated.

In this area, Tomahawk 
earned a score of  72.7 (73.6 
in ELA, 71.7 in mathemat-
ics). The score was the 
same as or higher than 
86.3% of  Wisconsin dis-
tricts.

The Target Group Out-
comes priority area ex-
amines outcomes for stu-
dents with the lowest test 
scores – the target group. 

“It is designed to pro-
mote equity by helping 
districts focus on learn-
ers who need the most 
support while also im-
proving outcomes for all 
students,” DPI said. “The 
priority area score com-

bines component scores 
for achievement, growth, 
chronic absenteeism and 
attendance or graduation 
rate.”

Tomahawk earned a 
score of  64.5 in this cate-
gory, the same as or high-
er than 75.7% of  districts 
in the state.

The On-Track to Gradu-
ation priority area indi-
cates how successfully 
students are progressing 
toward completing their 
K-12 education. The score 
combines component 
scores for measures of  
student engagement and 
achievement.

Tomahawk’s score of  
87.5 was the same as or 
higher than 67.9% of  Bad-
ger State districts.

The school and district 
report cards are available 
on the DPI’s website at 
www.apps2.dpi.wi.gov/re-
portcards/. 

DPI said it recom-
mends “careful review of  
not only the report card 
front page, but also of  the 
detailed student perfor-
mance data on the follow-
ing pages.” 

Additional information 
on report cards can also 
be found on the DPI’s Of-
fice of  Educational Ac-
countability webpage at 
www.dpi.wi.gov/account-
ability/resources.



Her bert “Herb” F. Jach, age
84, of the Town of Har ri son,
WI, passed away peace fully at
his home on Mon day, No vem ‐
ber 11, 2024.
Herb’s spirit lives on through
his son, Michael (Cheryl) Jach;
his daugh ters, Therese (Tim)
Win ter, and Kris (Steve)
Peeters; his sis ters, Susan
(Bill) Steven son, and Poky
(Flo rence) Fox; his grand chil ‐
dren, David, Eric, and Tim o thy
Jach, Chris t ian Hogan son, Tri ‐
cia Karaba, and Han nah Penca;
and his grand-dogs, Arlo and

Max; along with sev eral cousins, nieces, nephews, and six
great-grand chil dren. Herb is also sur vived by his life long
friend and the mother of his daugh ters, Genevieve (Gen)
Pond. He was pre ceded in death by his fa ther, Her bert E.
Jach; his mother, Eleanore (Schroeder) Jach; and his brother,
William “Bill” Jach.
Back in his Custer High School days, Herb was the Michael
Phelps of his time, shat ter ing the 1957 city and state breast ‐
stroke records. Post-grad u a tion, he didn’t hang up his
Speedo but took his tal ents to the golf course, be com ing a
league reg u lar at In shalla Coun try Club. As a found ing mem ‐
ber of the Ojibwa Bowhunters Club in New Berlin, WI, he
once bagged a prized 9-pt buck. Bear hunt ing and fish ing in
Canada? Check. Bowl ing, darts, and pool? Triple check. Oh,
and he dab bled in taxi dermy—why not? In 1979, Herb made
his grand en trance into Tom a hawk, WI. He and his wife,
Gen, moved to the Har ri son Hills and took over what’s now
the Wind ing Trail Bar & Grill. From Herb & Gen’s Coun try
Tap to Herb’s Tur tle Soup Bar, the place be came leg endary,
es pe cially for its home made snap ping tur tle soup, chili, and
burg ers. And a word to the wise: don't ask for some thing
that’s not on his "very lim ited" menu. "This ain’t Burger
King; you get it my way, or you don’t get it at all!" Herb fa ‐
mously quipped. Herb could often be found nap ping be hind
the bar, sur rounded by pa trons, a crate of yel low onions
under the pool table, and the trap-shoot game in full swing. It
was also your go-to spot for the Sun day morn ing paper and
polka music, post-church. St. Au gus tine's could’ve in stalled
an offer ing bas ket right there! While Herb will be dearly
missed by all who knew him, he'd want you to know he was
ready to meet his Fred Bear in the sky. He'd fished the gills,
spun the tales, swam the laps, hunted the prey, and sipped
the Knob Creek. Now he's re join ing his dear pal, Bob Hein ‐
rich, and Clyde, his furry com pan ion, to carry on those tra di ‐
tions.
A cel e bra tion of Herb's life will be held on Sat ur day, De cem ‐
ber 14, 2024, at Gen er a tions Fu neral Home, at 10:00 AM. A
lun cheon will fol low at Wind ing Trail Grill & Bar located at
N10002 County Road B in Tom a hawk. Gen er a tions Fu neral
Home & Cre ma tory is as sist ing the fam ily.

Dixie Lee Smith, 71, passed
away Thurs day, Oct. 31, 2024,
at Mat-Su Re gional Med ical
Cen ter in Palmer, Alaska, fol ‐
low ing a long, hard-fought bat ‐
tle with renal fail ure.
Dixie was pre ceded in death by
her hus band of 45 years Duane
Smith and daugh ter Dana
Smith. She leaves be hind her
son Gre gory Smith and daugh ‐
ter Son dra Smith, sis ters Diana
Olson, Glo ria Hods don, JoAnn
Slaugh ter and Patsy Kas par,
along with a large, ex tended
fam ily and many friends.

Dixie was born in Tom a hawk and moved to Alaska with her
par ents, Her man and June (Span gler) Gaedtke, in Oct. 1962.
She was raised in Palmer, Alaska, where she would build a
life rooted in love, fam ily and hard work.
In 1970, Dixie mar ried her life long part ner, Duane Smith.
The fol low ing year, they moved to Gakona, Alaska, where
they em braced the com mu nity and ad ven ture of Alaskan life.
Dixie worked as a cook and house keeper at sev eral local
lodges and was known for her warmth and de li cious meals.
In 1973, she took on a new role with a United States Mail
con tract, dri ving bulk mail be tween Glen nallen and Gakona.
For 32 years, she car ried the mail with ded i ca tion, while she
con tin ued cook ing sum mers in the lodge until the mid-‘90s.
Dixie’s love for cook ing made her renowned in the com mu ‐
nity, es pe cially dur ing the hol i day sea son. Each Christ mas,
she would bake dozens of cook ies and can dies, cre at ing plat ‐
ters of treats for friends, fam ily and col leagues. Her kind ness
and gen eros ity warmed many hearts, as did her tal ent in the
kitchen.
Dixie was also known for her beau ti ful yard, which was a
source of pride and ad mira tion. She poured her heart into
cul ti vat ing a vi brant, lush land scape that re flected her hard
work and cre ative spirit. Above all, she cher ished her fam ily.
She was a de voted wife and mother, fiercely pro tec tive and
al ways proud of her chil dren. With her "heart of gold," Dixie
be came a cher ished friend and neigh bor, treat ing friends as
fam ily.
In 2005, Dixie re tired and re turned to Palmer and the fam ily
home where she was raised. She con tin ued to find joy in gar ‐
den ing, work ing to keep the home and yard beau ti ful while
stay ing close to her beloved fam ily.
At her re quest, there will be no for mal ser vices. Dixie will be
cre mated and her ashes spread over Gakona, the small town
she con sid ered home. A cel e bra tion of life for friends and
fam ily will be held in the sum mer of 2025.

De lores (Dee) Basel Miller, age 63, of Schofield, Wis.
passed away Sat ur day, No vem ber 16, 2024 in Wausau.
De lores was born in Tom a hawk, Wis. on No vem ber 1, 1961
to the late Ray mond Basel and Whil helmina (Renn) Basel
Roberts.
De lores lived in Las Vegas, NV for a num ber of years be fore
mov ing back to Wis con sin. Sur vivors in clude her hus band,
Phillip Miller, Schofield; two daugh ters, Kelly Gal le gos, Las
Vegas and Sierra (Zeke) Zdunczyk, Las Vegas, and two
grand chil dren Gabriel and Abi gail, both of Las Vegas. De ‐
lores is fur ther sur vived by five sis ters, Mary Sann, Wausau;
Jane (Rus sell) Penkalski, Stod dard; Ella Shel don,
Rhinelander; Joyce (Jack) Ver bist, Tom a hawk; and Theresa
Ma jerus, Port Wash ing ton. She is also sur vived by nu mer ous
nieces & nephews.
De lores was pre ceded in death by her par ents.
There will be no fu neral or memo r ial ser vice.

PASTOR
the
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Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk

bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com

Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using the
Bible as my �nal authority.

Over the last few weeks, we have been looking at the idea
that the Bible’s teaching about human nature, re-emphasized in
the Reformation of 1517, helped change the direction of science
and politics in Western Civilization. Over the last two weeks
we looked at Romans 3:9-12 with its statement that we all are
under sin, and as the reformation spread this understanding
of human nature, it began to change the face of science and
politics. Today, I would like to take a quick look at some of those
changes in science.

The Renaissance, which began in the 1400’s (Christopher
Columbus), began an age of exploration and a renewed interest
in learning. Up till then, most science was done through the
work of logic, based on the Greek and Roman learning before
the Dark Ages. The old writings of the Greek and Roman
philosophers were restudied, and science was still being done
as a branch of philosophy with some experimentation.

Most experiments were about practical things, like
Leonardo da Vinci’s detailed examination of the human body so
he could be a better painter and sculpture of the human form,
or his works as an engineer, trying to develop new things for the
military and ying machines. But is wasn’t until the Reformation
with its emphasis on the Bible that science changed as to how it
was being done. Historians call it a scienti�c revolution.

The Bible teaches that we are sinners, and that our
sinfulness has a�ected all areas of our person – even our
thinking and reasoning abilities have become infected
by personal desires (Ephesians 2:1-3), so that we do not
always see the truth of things (Ephesians 4:17-19). With this
understanding of human nature, science was removed from the
realm of philosophy, and they developed what today is called
the scienti�c method – �rst observe and form a theory, then
submit the theory to testing to prove right or wrong. When a
theory cannot be tested, it is not to be accepted as true, but is to
remain under question – we cannot trust human reason alone.

Another e�ect of the Reformation and its teachings on
science was that God created everything, and then He created
mankind in His image (Genesis 1:26,27) with the logic and
ability to examine and come to an understanding about what
God had made – God wants us to examine and learn from
His creation. The only thing keeping us from knowing God’s
creation is our own sinfulness, and to deal with our sinfulness,
we need to test every theory we make – the scienti�c method.

Most of the founders (1600 – 1800) of the modern
schools of science (biology, microbiology, cosmology, zoology,
taxonomy, etc.) Were people who believed in creation. Today,
the theory of evolution is the only theory accepted by some that
is unable to pass the test of the scienti�c method.

Associated Clergy of Tomahawk

“Pastor’s Corner”
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Clergy
ssociated

of Tomahawk

Dr. Patrick Shelley,
1st Congregational Church
Tomahawk, WI

AVersion of Things to Come
Rene Descartes once observed, “I think therefore I
am.” This is what distinguishes human beings from
other animals, our ability to think. The sad fact is that
many humans’ opinions pass for thinking. If we are
reduced to merely expressing opinions, we are little
better than many of our own pets. My dog had beautiful
characteristics. He was always glad to see me. He
greeted me with enthusiasm every time I came through
the door. He was loving, accepting and comforting.
Over the years, I have known many married couples
who do not treat each other with such curtesy. Their
options get in their way.
Christians are called to be better than that yet many
followers of Jesus Christ fail to be as good, loyal or
caring as a dog. Thinking Christians can learn a lot
from other members of God’s creation. I have noticed
that if you have memory and you can remember loved
ones who have died and left a positive affect on your
life, you can grow and attain greater purpose. To have
great purpose in faith, you can to grow to an ultimate
purpose.
One of the greatest of early Christians was a man
named John who wrote the last book in our bible,
the Book of Revelation. There he revealed eternal
truth, visions, and mysteries. Towards the end of his
monumental work in the Book of Revelation, John
presented a vision of the new Jerusalem. Revelation
21: 1-2, 4, “and I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the �rst heaven and the �rst earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea, And I, John, saw
the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for her
husband. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be anymore pain; for the
former things are passed away.
Sadly, the world in which we live in is soiled and
corrupted by human sin. Yet we have the promise of a
greater and brighter reality through our faith. It is Jesus
Christ who will bring us to that reality and the Holy
Spirit that comforts us until we arrive as citizens of that
New Jerusalem so beautifully described by John.
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OBITUARIES WNA Foundation 
seeking student entries 

for annual writing, 
cartoon contest

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Newspaper Asso-
ciation (WNA) Foundation 
is seeking entries for its 
annual Editorial Writing 
and Cartoon Contest.

According to WNA, the 
contest, open to all Wis-
consin middle and high 
school students, including 
home-schooled students, 
aims to increase civic edu-
cation and engagement 
while celebrating the 
rights established by the 
First Amendment.

WNA said essays and 
cartoons should focus 
on the importance of  the 
First Amendment. Stu-
dents are encouraged to 
draw from personal ex-
periences, current events 
and historical examples.

For the writing con-
test, high school students 
will be asked to write a 
“guest column” (500 words 
or less) about the First 
Amendment. 

Middle school students 
will be asked to write a 
“letter to the editor” (200 
words or less) on the same 

topic.
Students wishing to 

compete in the editorial 
cartoon contests may do 
so by submitting one First 
Amendment-themed edi-
torial cartoon.

The deadline for sub-
missions is 11:59 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4. Win-
ners will be announced in 
early Jan. 2025.

First-place winners in 
each contest will receive 
$500.00, second-place win-
ners will receive $250.00, 
third-place winners will 
receive $100.00 and hon-
orable mention recipients 
will receive $50.00.

For more information 
or to submit entries, visit 
www.wnanews.com/wis-
consin-civics-games/. 

News Briefs
Kinship seeking items for Christmas party

Kinship of  Tomahawk is seeking items for its upcoming 
Christmas party. Undecorated cutout cookies, wrapping 
paper, large gift bags, tissue paper, gift tags, small trinkets, 
lotion, perfume, cologne, notebooks, journals, coloring 
books, crayons, decks of  cards, kids’ card games, candles, 
small toys and new or gently-used stu¥ed animals can be 
dropped o¥ at the Kinship House, 27 E. Wisconsin Ave., 
Tomahawk, before Monday, Dec. 2. For more information, 
contact Kinship at 715-453-1910.

National Wreaths Across America ceremony
A National Wreaths Across America ceremony will be 

held at Northwoods National Cemetery, 4520 Lakewood 
Rd., Harshaw, on Saturday, Dec. 14, at 11 a.m. The program 
will include the Ceremonial (Branch of  Service, POW/MIA, 
Organization) Wreath laying, followed by grave-specific 
wreath placements by family and friends and remaining 
wreath placements. A complimentary hot sandwich and 
dessert social will be held at Rondele Ranch, 8959 County 
Rd. K, Harshaw, after the ceremony. Group ceremony spon-
sors are American Legion Riders District 11 and Veterans 
Ceremony UGC Inc. For information on group sponsor-
ship, sponsoring a wreath for a veteran’s grave and/or 
to volunteer to place a wreath, visit www.wreathsacros-
samerica.org/WINWNC or contact Location Coordinator 

News Briefs
CONTINUES ON PAGE 5

Local news online
www.TomahawkLeader.com



Cottrell’s Auto Repair LLCp
W5896 County Road A
Tomahawk,WI 54487
(715) 224-3433

33 Yrs Experience
cottrellsautorepair@charter.net
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FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
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76

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
35

13

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Ted Foley ~ Owner
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WI-0979A

foleystreeservice@gmail.com

Tomahawk:
715-453-2407

Minocqua:
715-358-2406

46
83

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• StumpGrinding
• Lot Clearing
• Plant Health Care

• StormDamage Cleanup
• PropertyWellness Evaluation
• Tree Preservation
• VegetationManagement

www.foleystreeservice.com

20
06

M&M Builders LLC

Houses - Garages
Roo�ng - Pole Sheds

Siding - Decks

Work 715-560-8308
Home 715-773-8292

Merlin Schrock
Lublin, WI 54447

Sof�t - Fascia
5”-6” Gutters
Leaf Guards

Call for Free Estimate!
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Interior & Exterior from start to �nish!

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
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97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATECall Mark

715-503-5460
• Hidden Fastener Snap Lock
• Ventilated at Peak
• 4 Star Hail & Fire Resistant
• Can Be Installed Over Existing Roof

371088

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

Wisco
Steel R

oo�ng LLC

Wisco
Steel Roo�ng, LLC

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

429093

Call Vernon
715-618-8232
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To have your professional service appear in this section, call 715-453-2151 today!
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Dear Reader,
As we venture further 

into the age of  AI, there’s 
a prevailing narrative that 
suggests humanity, with 
all its flaws and frailties, is 
destined to be overtaken by 
the cold, calculating logic 
of  our creations. But to as-
sume that AI will inevitably 
dominate is to underesti-
mate the indomitable spirit of  human 
nature, especially the cunning and 
strategic brilliance that has shaped 
our history.

AI, with its unmatched processing 
power and immunity to the tempta-
tions that ensnare humans, might 
seem poised to take control. But here’s 
where the story gets more interesting: 
There are those among us—self-desig-
nated chess masters, if  you will—who 
see the world not as a foregone conclu-
sion but as a complex game where ev-
ery move matters. These are the think-
ers, strategists, and visionaries who 
understand that while AI may operate 
on logic, it lacks the depth of  human 
experience, the instinct for survival, 
and the capacity for deception when 
necessary.

Consider the likes of  Machiavelli, 
whose understanding of  power dy-
namics transcended mere brute force. 
He recognized that true power lies in 
the subtle manipulation of  perception, 
the art of  appearing one way while act-
ing another. In this context, AI might 
be the perfect logical machine, but it’s 
playing a game designed by humans—
a game where the rules are as fluid as 
they are complex.

We humans, despite our apparent 
weaknesses, have an edge that AI can-
not replicate: our ability to think be-

yond logic, to strategize with 
a long-term vision, and to 
use our very flaws as tools 
in the grand chessboard of  
existence. It’s this combina-
tion of  intellect, experience, 
and unpredictability that 
makes us formidable players 
in the game of  power.

Yes, AI might believe it 
has the upper hand, viewing 

our world as one ripe for the taking. 
But it must also contend with those of  
us who are prepared to challenge it, to 
subordinate its capabilities in service 
of  a greater good. We will not sit idly 
by as passive spectators in our own 
story. Instead, we will push hard to en-
sure that AI, for all its power, remains 
a tool—one that advocates for good, 
not for the kind of  malevolent forces 
that history has shown us, be they ty-
rants, frauds, or any who would seek 
to exploit power for evil.

The real challenge, then, is not just 
in creating AI but in mastering it, in 
ensuring that it serves humanity rath-
er than replaces it. This is not a simple 
battle of  logic versus emotion, but a 
complex and ongoing game where ev-
ery move matters and the stakes are 
nothing less than the future of  our 
world.

In the end, AI may be powerful, but 
it is we, the self-designated chess mas-
ters, who will dictate the rules of  the 
game. And as long as we remain vigi-
lant, strategic, and committed to the 
greater good, we can ensure that the 
future, while shared with AI, is still 
very much under human control.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Great Game: Humanity, AI, 
and the Battle for Control

PUBLISHER’S LETTER LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
As reported by the Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office Monday, 
Nov. 18:
On 11/14/2024 a deputy on 
patrol attempted to conduct a 
traffic stop for a vehicle he had 
traveling at 88 MPH in a 55 
MPH zone on CTH A, south of 
USH 8 in the Town of Bradley. 
In attempting the stop the 
suspect, they refused to stop 
and accelerated to over 100 
MPH, leading the deputy on a 
chase. The chase continued 
for a short distance before the 
driver pulled into an address 
on USH 8. Once the suspect 
came to a stop, they exited 
the car and fled into a house. 
The deputy unsuccessfully 
attempted to tase the suspect 
as he ran into the house. As 
the deputy waited for back up, 
the suspect, a Tomahawk man, 
63, came out of the house, 
and the deputy was able to 
take the subject into custody. 
The subject was transported 
to the Lincoln County Jail, 
where they were booked for 
fleeing/eluding, reckless 
driving endangering safety, 
resisting arrest, obstructing, 
and criminal operating after 
revocation, speeding and 
failure to stop for a stop sign, 
which he committed as he 
was attempting to flee from 
the deputy. The Sheriff’s Office 
was assisted by officers of the 
Tomahawk Police Department 
and the Wisconsin State Patrol.
On 11/14/2024 The 911 
Center took several 911 calls of 
a wrong way driver on USH 51. 
The first call came in at 1:38 
p.m. on USH 51 near Tamarack 
Ln. in the Town of Skanawan. 
The suspect was reported to 
be traveling N/B in the S/B 

lanes of traffic. The vehicle was 
described as possibly being 
an orange Subaru or similar 
vehicle. Following the initial 
call, the 911 Center took a 
second call of what is believed 
to be the same vehicle traveling 
in the wrong lanes of travel. 
Deputies were sent to the area, 
but were unable to locate the 
suspect vehicle.  At 3:26 p.m., 
after the initial 911 calls of 
a wrong way driver, the 911 
Center received another report 
of a wrong way driver this time 
S/B in the N/B lanes of traffic, 
this time on USH 51 near the 
205 mile marker in the Town of 
Scott. The suspect vehicle was 
described as being an orange 
Compass. The suspect vehicle 
was getting close to Marathon 
County, and there were no 
Lincoln County deputies in 
position to locate the vehicle, 
so the information was passed 
down to the Marathon County 
Sheriff’s Office for them to 
watch for the suspect vehicle. 
A search of USH 51 by both 
Marathon and Lincoln counties 
proved unsuccessful in locating 
a suspect. The Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office encourages 
anyone who may have seen 
this vehicle or may know the 
owner/driver to contact the 
office at 715-536-6272. 
On 11/14/2024 a deputy was 
sent to an address on CTH K 
just north of the City of Merrill 
in the Township of Merrill for a 
domestic disturbance. In was 
reported that a Merrill woman, 
27, and a Merrill man, 45, had 
been involved in a domestic 
disturbance. Deputies found 
that the woman was given 
a suggestion from a Merrill 
man, 36, to place an exploding 
firework under the toilet seat 

as the 45-year-old man was 
going to sit down. The firework 
that was designed to explode 
when pressure was applied 
went off as the man sat on the 
toilet. The resulting explosion 
from the small firework caused 
minor injuries to the man. 
The woman was charged with 
domestic battery for placing 
the firework on the toilet seat 
and causing injury. 
On 11/17/2024 deputies 
were sent to the area of STH 
17 north of John’s Memorial 
Dr. in the Township of Harrison 
for a reported two-car head on 
crash with multiple passengers 
and injuries. Deputies learned 
that the first driver, a Merrill 
man, 19, was traveling S/B 
on STH 17. The second driver, 
a Rhinelander woman, 19, 
was travelling N/B on STH 17. 
According to witnesses and 
evidence at the scene, the 
second driver crossed over 
the centerline and struck the 
S/B driver’s vehicle head on. 
While investigating the crash 
and speaking with the driver of 
the second vehicle, the deputy 
noticed signs of impairment. 
The deputy requested the driver 
to perform sobriety tests, which 
she agreed to do. As a result 
of those tests, the woman 
was placed under arrest for 
a first offense of OWI. The 
woman was later released to a 
responsible party.
Deputies conducted 13 traffic 
stops and 34 security checks.
Deputies responded to 22 car 
vs. deer crashes.
Driving complaints: Five.
The 911 Center took three 
hang-up calls and two nuisance 
calls.

Mary at 715-612-2196. If  your organization 
would like to place a wreath during the 
ceremony, contact Mary no later than Fri-
day, Dec. 6.

Donations to cover student 
lunch debts being accepted

A Park City Credit Union account estab-
lished to cover student lunch debts at the 
School District of  Tomahawk is continu-

ing to accept donations. To contribute to 
the account, visit Park City Credit Union.

Open Arms Community Meal 
served Tuesdays

Open Arms Community Meal is served 
each Tuesday at St. Mary’s Corpus Christi 
Center, 320 E. Washington Ave., Toma-
hawk. The Corpus Christi Center opens at 
4 p.m., and the meal begins at 5 p.m. All 
are welcome. To volunteer, call 715-224-
3306 and leave a message.

NEWS BRIEFS
FROM PAGE 4

Local news online - www.TomahawkLeader.com
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PICK UP A

AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

Crossroads

Trig’s

Milo’s Country Store

Holiday

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store

Need Pet Food?
If it is a hardship to feed your pet

is a non-pro�t organization to help
local pets in need. 40

68
39

Info: Sunnie 715-612-5866

Monetary & dry pet food
donations needed.

Drop o�: T. Warehouse Liquor &
Auntie Em’s Resale
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Crew
Member

$19.79-$20.40/hr

Join our
Team!

Two Merrill
Locations

• 4 10-Hour Days

• Both shifts available

• Possible OT on Friday

• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance

• Paid Holidays and Vacations

• Excellent Low-Cost Bene�ts:
Individual: $88/Month
Spouse: +$140/Month
Child: +$63/Month
2024 Monthly Rates

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

Fall For A New Career

IMMEDIATE FULL AND PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Baseman Bros Inc

Install, sand, paint, and �nish gymnasium �oors
Eagle River Area Openings

Out of town expenses covered
Paid travel time – Starting pay $20.00/HR

JeffBaseman@yahoo.com
Call or text (715) 891-8392 or (715) 493-5088
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seasonal a�ective disorder
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – Aspirus 
Health recently provided 
information on seasonal 
affective disorder.

“Do you notice that 
your mood changes with 
the seasons, becoming 
gloomier as the days get 
shorter?” Aspirus said 
in a release. “If  so, you 
might be experiencing 
seasonal affective disor-
der (SAD).”

SAD is a type of  de-
pression marked by a 
recurring seasonal pat-
tern, with symptoms typ-
ically lasting four to five 
months each year, from 
late fall to early spring.

According to the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Associa-
tion, approximately 5% 
of  adults in the United 
States experience SAD. 

“While anyone can be 
affected, research indi-
cates that SAD is more 
prevalent in the north-
ern states, largely due 
to reduced exposure to 
sunlight,” said Aspirus 
St. Luke’s Nurse Practi-
tioner Courtney Shaw. 
“During the winter 
months, it’s common to 
leave for work in the dark 
and return home after 
sunset, resulting in a sig-
nificant lack of  natural 
light.” 

Aspirus said one of  the 
best ways to combat this 
condition is by staying 
active and making sure 

you get enough light. 
“Try to find an outdoor 

activity you enjoy, like 
walking, skiing or fat-
tire biking, and do it reg-
ularly during the day,” 
Aspirus stated. “You can 
also buy a light box or a 
dawn-simulating lamp 
and use it within the first 
hour of  waking up to get 
the most benefits.” 

Other healthy lifestyle 
habits, such as eating a 
balanced diet and main-
taining a regular sleep 
schedule, can also be ben-
eficial, Aspirus noted. In 
some cases, medication 
and counseling may be 
necessary to manage the 
condition effectively. 

“Because the timing of  
the onset of  winter-pat-
tern SAD is so predict-
able, many benefit from 
starting treatment before 
the fall to help prevent 

or reduce symptoms,” 
Aspirus said. “Talking to 
your primary care pro-
vider is a great place to 
start when making a plan 
to do this.” 

“People can be hesi-
tant to talk about men-
tal health concerns like 
SAD, but I want them 
to know that they don’t 
have to be,” Shaw stated. 
“Everyone faces strug-
gles at some point, and 
SAD is just one of  them. 
With proper treatment, 
we can absolutely man-
age this condition so you 
can enjoy life – no matter 
what season it is.” 

If  you’ve noticed 
changes in your mood 
or behavior whenever 
the seasons change, talk 
to your provider, or find 
one at www.aspirus.org/
find-a-provider.

Shaw
Photo courtesy of Aspirus Health

Annual Speak Up, Speak Out report 
released by Office of School Safety

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN –The Wis-
consin Department of  Jus-
tice (DOJ) Office of  School 
Safety (OSS) last week 
released the 2023-2024 an-
nual report for Speak Up, 
Speak Out (SUSO), a free 
statewide threat report-
ing tipline available to all 
Wisconsin schools. 

SUSO also serves as the 
hub that connects all OSS 
initiatives and the entry 
point where schools can 
access comprehensive 
services offered by OSS as 
well as local, state and na-
tional partners, according 
to DOJ.

A release from DOJ 
said SUSO received 5,270 
tips during the 2023-2024 
school year, a more than 
40% increase from the pre-
vious school year. 

“Since the inception 
of  SUSO in 2020, bully-
ing has consistently been 
the number one tip,” DOJ 
stated. “It is also common 
nationally for bullying to 
be the most reported tip. 
Awareness of  these inci-
dents helps schools inter-
vene early, before griev-
ances and upsets can lead 
children down a pathway 
to violence.”

Numerous students 
across Wisconsin have 
contacted SUSO each year 
since its inception, report-

ing concerns, resulting in 
safer school communities, 
DOJ said, noting that “the 
significant increase in 
tips and the rich dialogue 
that many students have 
with SUSO staff  indicate 
that SUSO has earned a 
reputation amongst youth 
as a safe, accessible, and 
credible place to report 
concerns.”

“The 2023-2024 annual 
report reflects OSS’ com-
prehensive approach to 
prioritizing preventing 
violence in our schools, 
and when crisis events do 
arise, responding appro-
priately to mitigate trau-
ma and get students back 
to learning more quickly,” 
DOJ stated. 

OSS assisted several 
schools with crisis re-
sponse and recovery dur-
ing the 2023-2024 school 
year.

DOJ noted that OSS 
also offers a variety of  
free trainings concerning 
violence prevention, pro-
tection, mitigation, crisis 
response, and recovery, 
including trainings for 
Behavioral Threat As-

sessment and Manage-
ment (BTAM), Standard 
Response Protocol (SRP) 
and the Standard Reunifi-
cation Method (SRM).

From Sept. 1, 2023, to 
Aug.31, 2024, OSS provid-
ed SRP and SRM training 
to 838 people from 98 pub-
lic school districts, private 
schools and tribal schools, 
55 law enforcement agen-
cies and 28 other agen-
cies such as Emergency 
Management, EMS, Fire, 
City Admin, bus compa-
nies and other community 
agencies.

“Kids in our schools 
should be able to focus on 
what they’re learning in 
class without having to 
worry about their safety,” 
said Attorney General 
Josh Kaul. “Speak Up, 
Speak Out has been a re-
markable success, assist-
ing an increasing number 
of  students and helping 
many schools that are 
working to take a com-
prehensive approach to 
school safety.”

Learn more about SUSO 
at www.speakup.widoj.
gov/. 

Local news and sports online
TomahawkLeader.com



By appointment only please call to adopt, surrender or if you have questions.

Oneida County Humane Society
1852 N. Stevens Street, Rhinelander • 715-362-5992

Pet of the Month Sponsored by
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Introducing Buddy! Buddy
is a 3 year old Bichon Frise/
Spaniel. He’s a shy boy in need
of a pa�ent home that will give
him plenty of �me to adjust.
We are told he has done well
with other pets, but no small
children for this guy.

Or you may prefer to have a
snuggly ki�y. We have many
cats in a wide age range from
ki�ens up to 13 years old.
Please consider them as a new
member of your household.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Long piece of squared
timber
5. Emaciation
10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
14. Combining form meaning
“different”
15. Current unit equal to 10
amperes
16. Older
17. Large, stocky lizard
18. Ringworm
19. Actor Pitt
20. Indian hand clash cymbals
22. Data at rest
23. Jeweled headdress
24. Indicators of when stories
were written
27. Check
30. Cigarette (slang)
31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
35. Delivered a speech
37. A place to bathe
38. Postmen deliver it
39. Surface in geometry
40. More (Spanish)
41. __ and Venzetti
42. Exclamation at the end of
a prayer
43. Hawaiian dish
44. Aggressively proud men
45. Fellow
46. Mark Wahlberg comedy
47. Mock
48. When you expect to get
somewhere
49. Songs
52. Pair of small hand drums
55. Play
56. Sword
60. Evergreens and shrubs
genus
61. Filmed
63. Italian Seaport
64. Ancient kingdom near
Dead Sea

65. Pores in a leaf
66. U. of Miami mascot is one
67. Snakelike �shes
68. Pretended to be
69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
1. Piece of felted material
2. Ancient Greek City
3. Aquatic plant
4. Potentially harmful fungus
(Brit. sp.)
5. Body art (slang)
6. One who follows the rules
7. Ordinary
8. Honorably retired from
assigned duties and retaining
one’s title
9. Relaxing space
10. Japanese socks
11. Indian city
12. Rip
13. Icelandic book
21. Satis�es
23. Where golfers begin
25. Small amount
26. Snag
27. Determine the sum of

28. A distinctive smell
29. Exposed to view
32. Stain or blemish
33. Small loop in embroidery
34. River herring genus
36. Large beer
37. Deep, red-brown sea bream
38. Partner to cheese
40. At a deliberate pace
41. Gurus
43. Of each
44. Angry
46. Popular beverage
47. Flower cluster
49. Blocks
50. Those who bene�tted
from efforts of relatives (slang)
51. Polio vaccine developer
52. A (usually) large and
scholarly book
53. Popular soap ingredient
54. NBAer Bradley
57. Popular movie about a pig
58. Musician Clapton
59. Not a sure thing
61. Recipe measurement (abbr.)
62. Father

©MetroCreative
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Tomahawk School District
2024-2025

The Tomahawk School District will offer free Child
Find screening for children three through five years of age
whose parent or guardian has questions or concerns about
developmental milestones. The screening will consider
the areas of cognition, social/emotional, communication
and adaptive skills.

Dec. 8 • Jan. 3 • Feb. 7 • Mar. 7
Apr. 4 • May 2

The screenings will be at the Tomahawk
Elementary School in the Early Childhood Room.

For more information and to schedule a screening call
Traci Swan, Special Education Administrative Assistant

715-453-5555 ext. 5

Screening Dates

34
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CLEANINGLLC
AirbnbCleanings

DeepCleans

SpringCleaning

RegularWeekly/Bi-Weekly/Monthly Cleaning!

423962

CallToday!715-966-1082
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“We’ve also been able to 

bring our Raise Your Voice 
clubs into the coalition to 
have young voices at the 
table, talking about what 
we can bring to the com-
munity,” Pritzl said.

The CHIP’s goals for 
tackling substance use in-
clude fostering a healthy 
drinking culture and in-
creasing access to treat-
ment facilities, as well as 
lowering the percentage of  
students who use substanc-
es of  any kind.

The health department 
said statistics show that, 
on average, 20% of  youth 
in Oneida County indicate 
they currently use vapes, 
and 34% report they have 
tried it.

“Our work spans the 
entire continuum of  care, 
from prevention to recov-
ery,” said Chiamulera, a 
substance abuse coalition 
leader. “Today we’re talk-
ing about nicotine preven-
tion and vaping prevention 
with youth, which is one of  
many things the substance 
coalition is doing.”

Chiamulera noted that 
many of  the initiatives in-
volved with the health plan 
are just getting started, 
and the same is true for the 
coalitions that will soon 
take on the housing and 
childcare health priorities.

According to CHIP, hous-
ing is important because 
it directly impacts living 
conditions, environmental 
exposure, stress levels and 

overall well-being. Goals 
for improvement include 
reducing the financial bur-
den of  housing costs and 
enhancing housing stan-
dards and accessibility.

The childcare health pri-
ority will aim to increase 
access to childcare. It will 
also address the hardships 
of  childcare providers’ pay, 
including the cost of  run-
ning a daycare and high 
costs for parents.

When asked how they 
plan to measure progress, 
Conlon said, “We devel-
op work plans, we have 
timelines, and we develop 
evidence-based strategies 
to implement things like 
a drug takeback day or an 
anti-bullying campaign. Or 
it might be changing a lo-
cal policy around alcohol 
use at youth events. Any 
of  those things would be 
evidence-based strategies 
that are measurable.”

With the plan underway 
and set to be implemented 
in 2025, Conlon emphasized 
the importance of  contin-
ued collaboration.

“It does take a village,” 
she said. “Through collabo-
ration, we really can create 
a healthier future together. 
I know that sounds a little 
bit corny, like I’m just 
reading it o¥ of  a bumper 
sticker, but it’s truly how 
we make improvements.”

For more information, 
call 715-369-6111 or go to 
www.publichealth.oneid-
acountywi.gov. 

OCHD outlines new Community 
Health Improvement Plan

BY CHRISTINA 
BRANDMEIER
MMC STAFF

ONEIDA COUNTY – 
During a presentation ear-
lier this month, the Onei-
da County Health Depart-
ment (OCHD) unveiled its 
new Community Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP), 
focusing on four health 
priorities: mental health, 
substance use, childcare 
and housing.

Linda Conlon, OCHD 
Director, was excited 
about the launch, which 
she described as a collab-
orative effort that began 
with listening to the com-
munity’s concerns and 
gathering data.

Conlon said health de-
partments are required 
to conduct community 
health assessments and 
improvement planning ev-
ery five years, while hos-
pitals do so every three 
years.

“We’re hoping to show 
the community what 
we’ve done to launch this 
plan so that more people 
will be interested in sign-
ing up for coalitions and 
doing some of  this work 
and making an impact on 
the health of  our residents 
here in Oneida County,” 
Conlon said.

Heidi Pritzl and Jenny 
Chiamulera were two co-
alition members present 
at the event.

Pritzl, from the men-
tal health coalition, said 
county data showed that 
the two biggest demo-
graphics struggling with 
mental health issues are 
youth and men.

“Even when you look 
nationally at the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), adoles-
cents are third on the list 
for suicide deaths, and we 
see a rise in anxiety and 
depression in that age, as 
well as in men 25 and old-
er,” Pritzl said.

Pritzl and her team re-
cently implemented the 
“coaster campaign” in 
partnership with tavern 
leagues in Oneida, Vilas, 
and Forest counties and 
an organization called 
Heads Up Guys.

They designed coasters 
with tips and resources 
for men’s mental health, 
as well as info for the 988 
suicide and crisis hotline, 
and placed them in local 
taverns. 

“We know families love 
to go out for a fish fry, 
and men are there,” Prit-
zl said. “The neat part is 
they have a QR code, and 
we use that as a tracking 
method to see how many 
lives we touch and how 
many people reach out.”

She added that the cam-
paign received many do-
nations and plans to bring 
the coasters to golf  cours-
es in May.

Another goal of  the 
mental health coalition is 
to reduce anxiety and bul-
lying among high school 
and middle school stu-
dents.

The group offers edu-
cational opportunities for 
the public to learn about 
signs and ways of  support-
ing youth when they may 
be suicidal and need re-
sources. 
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SPOTLESS CLEAN
“WHERE

NOTHING IS
CLEAN UNLESS
IT’S SPOTLESS”

RESORT/RECREATIONAL
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

SERVING ONEIDA, VILAS, & PRICE COUNTIES
FREE CLEANING QUOTES

715-820-6908

FISHING & HUNTINGTIMES

Solunar fishing and hunting chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon is December 1.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major
Nov. 27 2:52AM 7:47AM 1:32PM 8:08PM
Nov. 28 3:57AM 8:29AM 1:51PM 8:51PM
Nov. 29 5:05AM 9:14AM 2:15PM 9:38PM
Nov. 30 6:15AM 10:03AM 2:45PM 10:29PM
Dec. 1 7:23AM 10:55AM 3:24PM ----
Dec. 2 8:26AM 11:23PM 4:15PM 11:50AM
Dec. 3 9:20AM 12:19AM 5:17PM 12:47PM
Dec. 4 10:04AM 1:15AM 6:28PM 1:43PM 42
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Powers Auction Service Is Proud To Bring This Year End Auction Featuring

ST JOSEPH EQUIPMENT & JOHNSON TRACTOR ABSOLUTE – NO RESERVE AUCTION!

TO SEE A COMPLETE CATALOG VISIT POWERSAUCTION.COM

Primary Contact: Patrick Johnson 815-355-1988 - Eric Johnson 608-751-1956
Mike Powers 608-214-5761

110 E Murray Street Browntown, WI 53522
Stateline Office: 608-439-5761

PowersAuction.com
Sold@Powersauction.com

St. Joseph Equipment Liquidation & Johnson Tractor Inventory Reduction
Tuesday, December 10th - 9:00 AM - Live & Online Auction

Auction Location: N1751 Co Rd M, La Crosse, WI 54601
ABSOLUTE – NO RESERVE AUCTION – LIVE & ONLINE Through Equipment Facts

Large Selection Of Late Model Farm and
Construction Equipment

40+ Tractors, 30+ Combines, 35+ Corn Heads
& Drapers, 30+ Skid Steers, 20+ Balers & Hay

Equipment, ATVs/RTVs, Lawn Mowers, & MORE!
Over 200 Items To Choose From!

All Equipment Is Subject To Sale Prior To The Auction!

Century21BestWay.com

Ready to work for you!

33
53

69

119 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Tomahawk

715-453-3365
Merrill

715-536-9518
Call the

Real Estate Experts! Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: ����@�������������.com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service

O

Accepting Consignments Now!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT
Farm & Construction Equipment, Skid Steers, Attachments, Hay & Forage Equipment, Planting & Tillage,

Trucks, Trailers, Lawn & Garden, Recreational Equipment & More!

We are Accepting Consignments

NOW UNTIL December 18!
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

No Late Consignments will be accepted.
101 E Murray Street • Browntown, WI 53522

Stateline Office: 608-439-5761 • Mike Powers: 608-214-5761 • Dan Powers SR: 608-214-3765
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the goatee here. It’s a no-
nonsense facial hair style 
for a no-nonsense guy, and 
therefore it suits Neil per-
fectly. After all, you can’t be 
running around, knocking 
over Los Angeles financial 
institutions looking like 
Tom Hanks in the back half  
of  Castaway. 

We also have one of  film’s 
great delights: Pacino com-
pletely sending it. Whereas 
De Niro is relatively con-
trolled and even subdued 
as Neil, Pacino as Vincent, 
conversely, is, uh… nei-
ther of  those things. I don’t 
mean this in a critical way; 
in fact, quite the opposite. 
For my money, Pacino is 
rivaled only by Jack Nich-
olson went it comes to 
Just Absolutely Going For 
It, and our guy Al has the 
pedal to the metal for pretty 
much the entirety of  Heat. 
Although Pacino does e¥ec-
tively pump the brakes in 
several moments that call 
for it, he also picks interest-
ing and occasionally down-
right odd and unintention-
ally funny times to dial it 
up, and it makes for an un-
deniably great performance 
that only he could deliver. 

Alright, now that we’ve 
gotten the two big ones out 
of  the way, let’s dive into 
some of  the smaller aspects 
of  Heat that make it a sub-
lime cinematic experience.

Kilmer was on a bit of  a 
heater at this juncture in 
his career, hammering out 
The Doors, True Romance, 
Tombstone (which I’ve writ-
ten about), and Batman 
Forever from ’91 to ‘95. In 
Heat, Kilmer lands one of  
the coolest parts of  the de-
cade, being third-billed un-
der two of  our best actors. 
You probably could’ve ar-
gued around this time that 
Kilmer was destined for 
superstardom, but unfor-
tunately, it didn’t pan out 
that way – from Heat on, ex-
cept for a few good movies, 
Kilmer hit a pretty jarring 
cold stretch that he never 
fully bounced back from.

Heat’s supporting cast 
features an all-time assort-
ment of  Dudes You Love 
to See Pop Up in Stu¥, in-
cluding but not limited 
to Ted Levine, probably 
most well-known for being 
very into skin hydration in 
The Silence of  the Lambs, 
which I wrote about back in 
July; Wes Studi, who, like 
Kilmer, also had a pretty 
cool ‘90s run, appearing in 
Dances With Wolves in 1990 
and Mann’s The Last of  the 
Mohicans two years later; 
William Fichtner, famous 
for having a gun in space in 
1998’s Armageddon, anoth-
er film I’ve written about; 
and Mykelti Williamson, 
who played Bubba Blue in 

Robert Zemeckis’ beloved 
1994 classic Forrest Gump. 
For the record, I do think 
Sizemore and Trejo could 
be lumped into this cat-
egory. Oh, and we simply 
cannot leave out Jon Voight 
(Midnight Cowboy, Deliver-
ance), who’s rocking both a 
sick mustache and a mullet. 
What a lineup of  top-tier 
Guys. No notes.

I’d be remiss in writing 
about Heat without men-
tioning Waingro (Kevin 
Gage). Ah, Waingro. He’s a 
late addition to Neil’s crew 
on the armored car job. He’s 
also a loose cannon and just 
generally not a good dude, 
and he ends up being more 
or less the bane of  Neil’s ex-
istence.  

Another cool casting tid-
bit: Vincent’s stepdaughter 
Lauren is played by the 
great Natalie Portman. 
Although Portman would 
go on to be one of  the best 
actresses of  her genera-
tion, and without giving too 
much away, I do have one 
question about her deeply 
depressing subplot in Heat: 
Do we need it? I suppose it’s 
there in part to help demon-
strate the mess that is Vin-
cent’s life – a point further 
driven home by his crum-
bling marriage to Justine 
(Diane Venora), who sports 
what appears to be an hom-
age to the Jim Carrey Dumb 
and Dumber haircut. But 
man, this movie is three 
hours long. As much as I 
love seeing Portman in lit-
erally anything, I wouldn’t 
have been heartbroken if  
her Heat scenes had ulti-
mately hit the cutting room 
floor.

You can’t talk about 
Heat without talking about 
the shootout, and hoo boy, 
it’s a doozie. In one of  the 
movie’s key scenes, Neil’s 
crew and the LAPD, includ-
ing Vincent and his boys, 
shoot it out on the streets 
of  L.A., right in broad day-
light. Mann cranks the gun-
fire to 11, and the deafening 
blasts coupled with close-
quarters camera work puts 
the viewer right in the thick 
of  the action. It’s a breath-
taking, brilliantly-crafted 
sequence; one of  cinema’s 
great gunfights. 

The real faceo¥ we’d 
been waiting for doesn’t 
take place on the street, or 
in a bank vault, or in an 
interrogation room, but at 

a diner, where Vincent and 
Neil sit down for a cup of  
co¥ee. The two size each 
other up and realize they’re 
more alike than they 
thought. All they know are 
their respective lines of  
work. They’re both princi-
pled and devoted, and they 
acknowledge that, when the 
chips are down, neither will 
bend to the other. If  they 
meet again, when it’s all 
said and done, only one of  
them is walking away.

The payo¥ of  Pacino and 
De Niro finally sharing the 
screen is more than worth 
the decades-long wait. The 
weight of  its significance is 
still palpable when watch-
ing the movie today, but 
the moment wasn’t too big 
for either actor. Of  course, 
how could it be? They’re 
two of  the best to ever do 
it. The simple scene – just a 
few minutes of  note-perfect 
dialogue – is the ultimate 
showcase for two all-timers 
to shine. 

The mutual respect be-
tween Pacino and De Niro 
goes beyond their char-
acters, and the scene, and 
the film itself.  You can tell 
while watching the diner 
scene that they each know, 
almost certainly even more 
so than rest of  us, that 
they’re sitting across from 
one of  the true greats. The 
two masters have since 
been in a couple movies to-
gether – most notably Mar-
tin Scorsese’s 2019 master-
piece The Irishman – but 
Heat is a landmark moment 
in modern film, and Pacino 
and De Niro made the most 
of  every second.

Okay, I’ll be honest here. 
Is Heat on the same level 
as the most iconic work 
of  its stars? Not quite. But 
not every movie has to 
be Dog Day Afternoon, or 
Taxi Driver, The Godfa-
ther: Part II. Speaking for 
myself, sometimes I just 
want to see some robberies 
and shootouts. Sometimes, 
I just want to see a couple 
legends go head-to-head. 
Because for me, the action 
is the juice.

Jalen’s columns, “Movies 
You Gotta See” and “The 
Free Play,” can be found 
online at www.medium.
com/@jalenmaki. 

Follow Jalen on Letter-
boxd at www.letterboxd.
com/jalenmaki182/ to see 
what he’s been watching.

MOVIES YOU GOTTA SEE

In ‘Heat’, Al Pacino and Robert De Niro finally face o�
BY JALEN MAKI

You really can’t beat a 
good old-fashioned face-o¥. 

You have Muhammad Ali 
vs. Joe Frasier; Magic John-
son vs. Larry Bird; Iron 
Man vs. Captain America; 
Rocky Balboa vs. Apollo 
Creed; and, of  course, who 
could forget Jake Paul vs. 
Mike Tyson. Whether it’s in 
real life or film, every so of-
ten, we get an era-defining 
matchup.

From a star power per-
spective, Michael Mann’s 
1995 Los Angeles crime epic 
Heat, starring Al Pacino 
and Robert De Niro, might 
be the high-water mark of  
movie showdowns. 

I wish I’d been around 
for the release of  Heat. I 
mean, I was “around” in 
the most literal sense in 
that I was born in 1994, but 
I envy those who were there 
at the time and understood 
how huge it was to have 
Pacino and De Niro going 
up against each other in 
a film. Even though they 
were both in The Godfather: 
Part II (Ever seen that one? 
Pretty good movie!), the two 
titans of  cinema had never 
been in a scene together 
prior to Heat.

Here’s maybe the quick-
est movie rundown I’ve 
ever written: Neil McCau-
ley (De Niro) is a veteran 
thief, leading what might 
be the ‘92 Dream Team 
of  West Coast high-level 
crooks: Chris Shiherlis (Val 
Kilmer), Michael Cheritto 
(Tom Sizemore), and Trejo 

(Danny Trejo. Yes, they re-
ally named Danny Trejo’s 
character “Trejo.”). The 
top-notch crew pulls an ar-
mored car job, which lands 
them on the radar of  re-
nowned and uber-dedicated 
LAPD detective Vincent 
Hanna (Pacino). While Vin-
cent and his guys investi-
gate the robbery and get 
closer to cracking the case, 
Neil and company gear up 
for one last score that’ll set 
them up for life, setting Vin-
cent and Neil on a collision 
course.

Look, I’m not going to 
dive too deep into the mi-
nutiae of  the plot here. 
This column is more or 
less going to function as a 
list of  things I love about 
Heat, and folks…the list 
is long. Heat, to me, is an 
amalgamation of  a bunch 
of  expertly-conceived and 
executed elements, and the 
film somehow ends up being 
even greater than the sum 
of  its tremendous parts. O¥ 
the top of  my head, I can’t 
think of  a single movie that 
has more awesome stu¥ go-
ing for it.

Let’s start with the obvi-
ous: Goatee De Niro. Per-
sonally, I think it’s fine that 
the popularity of  the goatee 
peaked somewhere around 
the early 2000s. It hasn’t 
aged particularly well, and 
society is probably better 
for it having been largely 
lost to the sands of  time. 
But hey, there’s not much 
that Robert De Niro can’t 
do, and he 100% pulls o¥ 



DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Trinity Lutheran Church
715-428-2851

4594 Hwy 8, Prentice
Pastor Scott Holobeck

Sat 10am Worship Service,
11am Bible Study

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk
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Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat. 5 pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.com

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

Sara Park Activity Ctr, 900 W. Somo Ave
9:30am Sunday Service & live-streamed

on our Facebook page.
Interim Pastor - Pastor Barry Rudesill

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 9am, Sabbath School: 10:15am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference
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Small Engines students Zak and Aidan were all smiles while 
posing with their completed pressure washer project.

Angie Wollenhaupt, Senior Community Talent Specialist at Fabick Cat, recently spoke to the Tomahawk High School (THS) 
Automotive Technology class about the opportunities available with an education in diesel engine service.

In Metals Fabrication, Brody helped Bradyn clean up his welds on the cart. Photos courtesy of Brian Schiltz

Mrs. Feltes needed a custom paper cart designed to �t perfectly into a tight, limited-access space. Rising to the challenge, Bradyn 
eagerly took on the task and fabricated a cart tailored to her exact speci�cations.



Purebred Jack Russell Terrier
puppies. First shots and
dewormed. $500 each.

715-921-2989

For Sale: Hay, Good grass mix, no
rain. Rounds and small squares.
Best time to call 6-8am 920-878-
0005 or 920-878-0288. Free deliv-
ery within 100 miles of Appleton,
WI

WOW!!! ZURKOS MASSIVE
HOLIDAY GIFT & CRAFT SHOW.
Sat Dec. 21 at the Fabulous Ap-
pleton Expo (Downtown Appleton
150+ Holiday Vendors. Info. www.
zurkopromotions.com or 715-302-
0932 (12/2)

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Processing $6.50lb. 715-250-2793

HOLIDAY GIFT, CRAFT COL-
LECTABLE SALE!! Sat. Nov. 30th
at the fabulous RESCH EXPO
CENTER, GREEN BAY. 500+
Vendors (8am-4pm) Meet and
Greet, The Grave Digger…
GILBERT BROWN. Free parking
for info www.zurkopromotions.com
or 715-302-0932 (11/26)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Paul A. Heikkinen Jr

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 24IN47
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/26/1939 and date of death
10/1/24, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, state of WIS, with a mailing
address of W1832 Wagonmaker Ln,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is 03-
14-2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: November 19, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Eric Heikkinen
503 N Williams Dr.
Palatine, IL 60074
847-975-8349
Published November 27, December 4,
11, 2024                                   WNAXLP

PAWS 2 THINK helps feed local
pets in need for those having fi-
nancial difficulties. Donations are
needed: Monetary or dry dog & cat
food, medium to good quality
please. Drop off Tomahawk Ware-
house Liquor, Auntie Em's Resale.
For info, contact 715-612-5866

HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH RIDES
ROCKING W STABLES. Dec 16-
Jan 1 Beautiful trails Great Family
Fun. Can handle all size groups &
private parties! Info 715-617-6779
or www.rockingwstables-kartway.
com (12/16)

WHOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)11/18)

SHIBA/SHELTIE AND COLLIE’S
HELTIE PUPPIES. They like peo-
ple $120 each 715-223-1119
(11/18)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ready Dec. 16 Can deliver
$950 715-470-0458 Call
(#509642) 11/26

WOW!!! ZURKOS MASSIVE
HOLIDAY GIFT & CRAFT SHOW.
Sat Dec. 7th at the Fabulous
Central Wis. Expo in Rothschild.
150+ Holiday Vendors. Info. www.
zurkopromotions.com or 715-302-
0932 (12/2)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Paul A. Heikkinen Jr

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 24IN47
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/26/1939 and date of death
10/1/24, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, state of WIS, with a mailing
address of W1832 Wagonmaker Ln,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is 03-
14-2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: November 19, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Eric Heikkinen
503 N Williams Dr.
Palatine, IL 60074
847-975-8349
Published November 27, December 4,
11, 2024                                   WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH RUTH ZEHNER

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 24-IN-43
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
October 22, 1935 and date of death
August 16, 2024, was domiciled in
Lincoln County, State of Wisconsin, with
a mailing address of W5894
Muskellunge Lake Road, Tomahawk, WI
54487.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is February 28,
2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate
Office.
DATE SIGNED: November 7, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
FRANCIS U. SEROOGY
PO BOX 327
TOMAHAWK, WI 54487
Telephone: 715-453-2158
Bar Number: 1007903
Published November 13, 20, 27, 2024

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION,
    Plaintiff,
        v.
ADAM DOTTER
AND UNKNOWN SPOUSE,
    Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
Case No. 20-CV-44

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of
a judgment of foreclosure entered on
June 3, 2020 in the amount of
$51,000.98 the Sheriff will sell the
described premises at public auction as
follows:
TIME: January 9, 2025 at 10:00 am
TERMS: Pursuant to said judgment,
10% of the successful bid must be paid
to the sheriff at the sale in cash,
cashier’s check or certified funds,
payable to the Lincoln County Clerk of
Courts. (Personal checks cannot and
will not be accepted). The balance of the
successful bid must be paid to the clerk
of courts in cash, cashier’s check or
certified funds no later than ten days
after the court’s confirmation for the sale
or else the 10% down payment is
forfeited to the plaintiff. The property is
sold ‘as is’ and subject to all liens and
encumbrances.
PLACE: Lincoln County Courthouse,
Main Entrance, 1110 East Main Street,
City of Merrill and Lincoln County
DESCRIPTION: SOUTHEAST
QUARTER (SE ¼) OF LOT FOUR (4),
BLOCK THREE (3), LAWRENCE’S
ADDITION TO MERRILL, LINCOLN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN. THIS IS A
PURCHASE MONEY MORTGAGE.
THIS IS THE HOMESTEAD OF THE
MORTGAGOR.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 808 Chippewa
Street in Merrill, WI 54452
DATED: November 19, 2024
Attorneys for Plaintiff
413 N. 2nd Street, Suite 150
Milwaukee, WI 53203
414-271-5400
Galanis, Pollack, Jacobs & Johnson,
S.C. is attempting to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used for
that purpose. If you have previously
received a discharge in a Chapter 7
bankruptcy case, this communication
should not be construed as an attempt
to hold you personally liable for the debt.
Published November 27, December 4,
11, 2024                                   WNAXLP
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
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LINCOLN COUNTY
COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION,
    Plaintiff,
        v.
ADAM DOTTER
AND UNKNOWN SPOUSE,
    Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
Case No. 20-CV-44

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of
a judgment of foreclosure entered on
June 3, 2020 in the amount of
$51,000.98 the Sheriff will sell the
described premises at public auction as
follows:
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Courts. (Personal checks cannot and
will not be accepted). The balance of the
successful bid must be paid to the clerk
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forfeited to the plaintiff. The property is
sold ‘as is’ and subject to all liens and
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QUARTER (SE ¼) OF LOT FOUR (4),
BLOCK THREE (3), LAWRENCE’S
ADDITION TO MERRILL, LINCOLN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN. THIS IS A
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Street in Merrill, WI 54452
DATED: November 19, 2024
Attorneys for Plaintiff
413 N. 2nd Street, Suite 150
Milwaukee, WI 53203
414-271-5400
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HAVAPOO & YORKI PUPS!!
Shots, DEW & Vet Ck’d. Very cute
nice colors Ready To Go NOW!
715-937-4425 (11/26)

NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION
TOWN OF SKANAWAN

APRIL 1, 2025
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the Spring
Election to be held in the Town of Skanawan on
Tuesday April 1st, 2025, the following o�cers are to
be elected to succeed the present incumbents listed.
All terms are for two years beginning April 15, 2025.
OFFICE INCUMBENT
Town Board Chairperson Ben Mehring
Town Board Supervisors Wally Horabik

Joe Dorava
Town Clerk Loyetta Dennis
Town Treasurer Jean Zoellner
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the Town of
Skanawan will use Nomination papers for the
purpose of nominating candidates to appear on
the Spring Election ballot for the above listed
o�ces. Completed Nomination papers are to be
returned to the Town Clerk. Information available at
https://elections.wi.gov
Loyetta Gitter: Town of Skanawan Clerk
November 21st, 2024
Published November 20, 27, December 4, 2024 WNAXLP
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STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO REISSUE A WISCONSIN POLLUTANT

DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (WPDES) PERMIT No.WI-0021946-11-0
Permittee: CITYOFTOMAHAWK, City Hall PO Box 469, Tomahawk,WI, 54487.

Facility Where Discharge Occurs: City of Tomahawk , W5846 Dean Road,
Tomahawk, Wisconsin.

Receiving Water And Location: Unnamed tributary to the Wisconsin River
in the Noisy and Pine Creeks Watershed in the Upper Wisconsin River
Drainage Basin, Lincoln County.

Brief Facility Description and Summary of Proposed Changes: The City of
Tomahawk owns and operates a domestic wastewater treatment facility.
The annual average design �ow is 600,000 gallons per day with actual
�ows averaging 478,000 gallons per day over the past �ve years (June
2019 – June 2024 data). The facility is a conventional activated sludge
wastewater treatment system. The system consists of in�uent debris
removal followed by a primary clarifer, activated sludge process system,
and �nal clari�er. Prior to discharging the e�uent it is disinfected using
a UV system seasonally (May through September). The settled solids
(sludge) are removed from the clari�er, rotary thickened, anaerobic
digested and stored until it is land applied on Department approved
agricultural sites.

It is the Department’s intention to renew the permit for another term.
The proposed new permit expiration date will be December 31, 2029.
Limitations and conditions which the Department believes adequately
protect the receiving water are included in the proposed permit. Changes
from the previous permit include: [1] The receiving water classi�cation has
changed. This change resulted in more restrictive BOD5, total suspended
solids and dissolved oxygen limits. A schedule has been included to
allow the facility time to meet the �nal BOD5 and total suspended solids
limits. [2] Fecal Coliform monitoring and limits have been replaced by
Escherichia coli (E. coli). [3] A phosphorus limit to meet the Wisconsin
River Basin TMDL waste load allocation has been included. [4] Weekly
and monthly average ammonia limits are required to protect water quality.
A schedule has been included to allow the facility time to meet the
limitations. [5] Based on current data, thermal limits are needed during
the months of October, November and December. A schedule has been
included to con�rm the requirement and if needed allow the facility time
to meet the limits. [6] Annual monitoring for the nitrogen series (nitrate
+nitrite, total Kjeldahl nitrogen and total nitrogen) has been added to the
permit. [7] PFOS and PFOA monitoring once every two months has been
included based on water supply sample results. [8] Sludge needs to be
sampled once for PCB and PFAS during the permit term.

Permit Drafter’s Name, Address, Phone and Email: Sheri A. Snowbank,
DNR, 810 W Maple St, Spooner, WI, 54801, (715) 635-4131,
Sheri.Snowbank@wisconsin.gov.

Basin Engineer’s Name, Address, Phone and Email: Michelle BalkLudwig,
DNR, 810 W Maple St, Spooner, WI, 54801, (715) 939-9034, Michelle.
Balkludwig@Wisconsin.gov.

Persons wishing to comment on or object to the proposed permit action,
or to request a public hearing, may write to the Department of Natural
Resources at the above-named permit drafter’s address. All comments
or suggestions received no later than 30 days after the publication date
of this public notice will be considered along with other information on
�le in making a �nal decision regarding the permit. Anyone providing
comments in response to this public notice will receive a noti�cation of the
Department’s �nal decision when the permit is issued. Where designated
as a reviewable surface water discharge permit, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency is allowed up to 90 days to submit comments or
objections regarding this permit determination. If no comments are
received on the proposed permit from anyone, including U.S. EPA, the
permit will be issued as proposed.

The Department may schedule a public informational hearing if requested
by any person and shall schedule a public informational hearing if a
petition requesting a hearing is received from 5 or more persons or if
response to this notice indicates signi�cant public interest pursuant to
s. 283.49, Wis. Stats. Requests for a public informational hearing shall
state the following: the name and address of the person(s) requesting the
hearing; the interest in the proposed permit of the person(s) requesting
the hearing; the reasons for the request; and the issues proposed to be
considered at the hearing.

Information on �le for this permit action, including the draft permit, fact
sheet and permit application, may be inspected and copied at either the
above-named permit drafter’s o¥ce or the above named basin engineer’s
o¥ce, Monday through Friday (except holidays), between 9:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. Please call the permit drafter or basin engineer for directions to
their o¥ce location, if necessary. Information on this permit action may also
be obtained by calling the permit drafter at (715) 635-4131 or bywriting to the
Department. Reasonable costs (15 cents per page for copies and 7 cents
per page for scanning) will be charged for information in the �le other than
the public notice, permit and fact sheet. Permit information is also available
on the internet at: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/PublicNotices.html.
Pursuant to theAmericans with DisabilitiesAct, reasonable accommodation,
including the provision of informational material in an alternative format, will
be made to quali�ed individuals upon request.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF PUBLISHING NEWSPAPER: Tomahawk
Leader, PO Box 345, Tomahawk, WI 54487-0345.

Date Notice Issued: Wednesday, November 27, 2024.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the Spring
election to be held in the Town of King on Tuesday,
April 1, 2025, the following ocers are to be elected to
succeed the present incumbents listed. All terms are
for two years beginning April 15, 2025.
OFFICE INCUMBENT
Board Chairperson - Terry Wiese
Board Supervisor - Andy Tomaszewski
Board Supervisor - David Dyer
Town Clerk - Vacancy
Town Treasurer - Julie Allen
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the Town of
King will use Nomination papers for the purpose
of nominating candidates to appear on the Spring
Election ballot for the above listed oces. Completed
Nomination papers are to be returned to the Town
Clerk by January 7, 2025.
Georgene Linden, Town of King Clerk
Published November 20, 27, 2024 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION
TOWN OF KING
APRIL 1, 2025
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AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS. Shots Vet ck’d. Wormed.
$600-$700 Can deliver 715-255-
2661 (#269146)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty
Roofs, Metal Buildings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

FOR SALE CAVALIER PUPS.
Ruby & Blenhein 3-M 2-F cute and
friendly Ready 11-18 $500. OBO
715-223-7440 (11/26)

CAVAPOO PUPS. Vaccinated dew
$250 715-223-0782 (12/2)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL. Born 10/4. Registered
shots, DEW, vet ck’d $800 715-
644-5726 (12/2)

BOSTON/RAT TERRIER PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)11/18) Now Hiring! $2500 Hiring

Bonus: Seeking Full-Time and
Part-Time Direct Support Profes-
sionals, In-Home Caregivers,
and Supervisory Positions. Will
train the right candidate! $18-
20/hour, all shifts in Rhinelander,
Tomahawk. Call/Text Beth at
715-897-4003

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$600 715-255-2661
(#269146)11/26)

TOWN OF NOKOMIS
ONEIDA COUNTY
2541 LAKE NOKOMIS RD
TOMAHAWK, WI 54487
715-453-4801

TUESDAY – APRIL 1, 2025

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the
TOWN OF NOKOMIS, on TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025, the following
o�ces are to be elected to succeed the present incumbents
listed. The term for all o�ces is for two years beginning on
Tuesday, April 15th, 2025.

OFFICE INCUMBENT
Town Board Chairperson Gary Luedke
Town Board Supervisor Bette Stillman
Town Board Supervisor Cheyann Wilke
Town Clerk Wendy Smith
Town Treasurer Judi Asmondy

NOTICEISFURTHERGIVEN,thatthe�rstdaytocirculatenomination
papers is December 1, 2024, and the �nal day for �ling nomination
papers is 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 in the o�ce of
the Town Clerk, 2541 Lake Nokomis Rd, Tomahawk, WI 54487,
715-453-4801.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that if a primary is necessary, the
primary will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025.

Done in the Town of Nokomis on November 26, 2024.

NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION

Published November 27, 2024 WNAXLP

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-425-2108 today!

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

Tiny Home/Cabin: 396 square
foot (36 L x 11 W). This is not a
prefab home. It is a custom built
tiny home/cabin/camper on mo-
bile home frame on wheels, 2x4
sidewalls and rafters: Great con-
dition. Ideal for use on a lake lot,
hunting cabin, tiny home resi-
dence for one or two people.
Many extras included. Asking
$55,000.00 (negotiable) For ad-
ditional information, call 715-
457-5130 or 715-457-5141

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

TOMAHAWK- 3 BD, 1.5 BA farm
house, $800/mo., does not incl.
util. References. 715-966-6463.

TOMAHAWK- 2 BD, 2 BA small
country home. $650/mo., does not
incl. util. No pets. References.
715-966-6463.

SPORTSMAN RUMMAGE SALE.
Dec 7 8-1pm, LUCKY DOGG
SPORTS BAR BANQUEST HALL.
LABOR TEMPLE 157 S Green
Bay Rd. Neenah. Used Sporting
Equipment & More!! Admission $5
12 and under free. Table Rent Info
Call Len 920-570-4541 or Foxval-
leymuzzleloaders.com (11/26)

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

66

7272Dogs 1

7700Legals 

1

7700Legals 

1

7700Legals 

2

7735Notice To Creditors

2

7735Notice To Creditors

6

7035Entertainment 1

7278 Miscellaneous Pet 

29

7204Craft Sales 71

7284Livestock 

73

7288Hay and Straw 

75

7292Agriculture Services 

32

7210Flea Markets 118

7409Homes for Rent 

52

7244Firewood 5

7514 Recreational Trailers 63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 

175

7574Miscellaneous Transportation

66

7272Dogs 

10

7110General Employment 

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 
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MEUNIER'S CARPET &
Upholstery Cleaning.

Professional cleaning at affordable
rates. Residential & commercial.
Tomahawk, 262-208-6384.

PLOVER VIEW CONSTRUCTION
New Construction or Remodeling:
Roofing, Siding, Flatwork, Drywall,
Flooring. For all your construction
needs, call Jody at 715-581-2603

FREE ESTIMATES
OVER 25 YRS. EXPERIENCE

General Contractor Licensed
and Insured : Here for all of
your construction needs. Call
today for a free consultation.
(715) 314-0122

111

7368Remodeling 

3

7374Miscellaneous Services
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THS cross country team holds end-of-season awards ceremony
Photo courtesy of Connor Ahrens

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER
TOMAHAWK – The Tomahawk High 

School cross country team recently held its 
end-of-season awards ceremony.

Award recipients are as follows.

Rookies of the Year: Joe Zastrow, boys; 
Ellie Micke, girls.

Most Improved: Elliot O’Connor and Jer-
emiah Johnson, boys; Jennie Fredrickson 
and Reese Molitor, girls.

Coaches Awards: Dawson Jones, boys; 
Norah Mann, girls.

Scholar Athletes (All 4.000’s Progress 
Term 1): Dawson Jones, Luke Morrison, boys; 
Norah Mann, Ellie Micke, Joa Reilly, girls.

Captains Awards: Sam Zastrow, boys; 
Alli Palmer, girls.

Punchy Reich Memorial (as picked 
by teammates): Sam Zastrow and Alli 
Palmer.

GNC All-Conference (boys): Sam Zas-
trow (1st Team), Dominic Boos (1st Team), 
Joe Zastrow (HM), Jeremiah Johnson 
(HM), Beau Stromberg (HM).

GNC All-Conference (girls): Alli Palm-
er (1st Team), Lydia Shaney (2nd Team), 
Ellie Micke (2nd Team), Abbie Rosenmeier 
(2nd Team), Elise Gibeault (2nd Team). 

Most Valuable: Sam Zastrow, boys; Alli 
Palmer, girls.

State Qualifier Awards: Alli Palmer, 
Lydia Shaney, Norah Mann, Ellie Micke, 
Abbie Rosenmeier, Elise Gibeault, Faith 
Derleth, Joa Reilly (Alt), Reese Molitor 
(Alt).

Service Award: Shannon and Dawn Bo-
neck.

JV awards
Boys: Luke Morrison, freshmen; Ryan 
Montag, Will Boneck, Mason Riebe, soph-
omores; Elliot O’Connor, Gerard Gorell, 
Cayden Sheple, juniors.

Girls: Joa Reilly, Alyiah Nelson, freshmen; 
Kailynn Hanse, Jennie Frederickson, Sum-
mer Gaedtke, Abi Micke, juniors.

Letter winners
Boys: Joe Zastrow (1), Dawson Jones (1), 
Jordyn Carew (1), Karson Hanse (1), fresh-
men; Andrew Voermans (2), sophomores; 
Jeremiah Johnson (3), Beau Stromberg (1), 
Bruce Peetz (1), juniors; Sam Zastrow (4), 
Nathan Rosenmeier (3), Dominic Boos (2), 
seniors.

Girls: Ellie Micke (1), Reagan Gorell (1), 
freshmen; Elise Gibeault (2), Abbie Rosen-
meier (2), Norah Mann (2), Lizzy Arnott 
(1), sophomores; Faith Derleth (3), Lydia 
Shaney (3), juniors; Alli Palmer (4), Reese 
Molitor (2), seniors.

Hatchet apparel available through online storeTOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 210
The Tomahawk Leader 
will feature one local 
sports trivia question 
per week, provided by 
Bob Skubal, retired 
coach, historian, and 
author of “History of 
Tomahawk Sports.” 
Email leadernews@
mmclocal.com if you 
know the answer! 

The first person to tell 
us the correct answer 
each week will have 
their name published in 
the paper if they wish, 
along with their correct 
answer to the question. 
Week 209 question: 
During the 1981-82 
THS boys’ hockey 
season, how many 
saves did Paul Nelson 
have in the nets in 
conference games: 
301, 401 or 501?
Week 209 answer: 
During the 1981-82 
THS boys’ hockey 
season, Paul Nelson 
had 401 saves in the 
nets in conference 
games.
Congrats to Patricia 
Feind for being the first 
to correctly answer last 
week’s question!
Week 210 question: 
During the 1981-82 
THS girls’ basketball 
season, how many 
points did Julie 
Graettinger score in 
conference games: 
98, 99 or 100??

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER
TOMAHAWK – Tomahawk Hatchet apparel is now available 

to purchase through an online store.
Tomahawk High School (THS) has partnered with 

Sportsworld to o¥er T-shirts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, hats 
and more in toddler, youth, ladies, men’s/unisex and tall sizes.

The apparel is available online in a new store that is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

All products are customizable, featuring several color op-
tions, as well as the primary and secondary school logos.

10% of  all sales will be donated back to THS.
To view the store, visit www.tinyurl.com/37hjay3t.

A variety of products, styles, designs 
and colors are available through the 
online store. 
Photos courtesy of Sportsworld
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BY EMILY STONE
NATURALIST/EDUCATOR, 
CABLE NATURAL 
HISTORY MUSEUM

Author’s Note: This article 
was first published in 2013 
and has been updated for 
2024. 

A chilly breeze whipped 
around my head. Even a pale 
sun peeking through racing 
clouds did not seem to im-
prove the temperature. Head 
down, I hurried toward the 
post o¨ce. Then, a spot of col-
or made me stop and smile. A 
single yellow dandelion and 
their star of vibrant, toothy 
leaves nestled into the grass.

I’ve always loved dandeli-
ons. They popped up every 
summer in the kingdom of  
make-believe that was my 
yard, and created a sea of  
sunshine in the farmer’s 
hayfield across the back 
fence. Every spring I still pick 
one of the hardy flowers to 
give to my mom for her late 
April birthday. Unless I’ve 
flattened them in a card to 
send through the mail, she 
still sticks the dandelion in a 
little vase on the sill above the 
kitchen sink. 

As a kid, I continued 
picking dandelions all sum-
mer long. I’d split the stems 
lengthwise and watch as they 
coiled into beautiful curlicues 
when dunked in cold water. I 
soaked the fuzzy blossoms in 
water and made “lemonade” 
that I never drank. I almost 
hyperventilated while trying 
to blow every parachuted 
seed o¥ the stem to make 
a wish. And every T-shirt I 
owned was stained with little 
brown circles from the juicy 
stems.

Even today, despite my 
awareness that dandelions 
are invasive weeds, I can’t 
help admiring their tenacity. 
And I’m not alone. Buddhist 
monk, Thich Nhat Hanh, 
shared this poem (written by 
a student) in his book, Peace 
is Every Step.

I have lost my smile, 
but don’t worry. 
The dandelion has it. 
So I smile whenever I see 

those cheerful weeds. Some-
times I even brave their bit-
terness and eat young leaves 
in salad. Other folks swear by 
the sap as a remedy for warts 
or foot fungus. Turns out, the 
dandelion may be more use-
ful than I ever imagined!

The Kazakh dandelion (Ta-
raxacum kok-saghyz, a rela-
tive of the one in your yard), 
is an excellent source of nat-
ural rubber. The milky sap 
in the root is so high in latex 
that one field of dandelions 
produces as much latex as 
the same size plot of rubber 
trees. In addition, the quality 
of dandelion latex is the same 
as latex from a rubber tree, 
and can be substituted one-
for-one in the rubber formu-
lation. To top it all o¥, dan-
delion latex does not seem to 
trigger allergic reactions!

Russians discovered this 
amazing dandelion in the ear-
ly 1930s, in Kazakhstan. They 
tried to develop it as a domes-
tic source of rubber. Dur-
ing World War II, when the 
Japanese controlled the sup-
plies of rubber from South-
east Asia, researchers in the 
United States, Germany, Swe-
den, and Spain all jumped on 
the dandelion-rubber band-
wagon. In the U.S. alone, land 
grant universities in 40 states 
conducted research on this 
lowly plant.

Most research came to a 
halt after the war ended in 
1945. When this article was 
first published in 2013, an in-
ternet search for dandelion 
rubber revealed that at least 

three separate tire compa-
nies were partnering with 
research institutions to make 
this new source of rubber vi-
able on a commercial scale. 
Germany’s Fraunhofer In-
stitute for Molecular Biology 
and Applied Ecology is still 
working with Continental 
Tires. Bridgestone was work-
ing with the Program for Ex-
cellence in Natural Rubber 
Alternatives at Ohio State 
University. Multinational 
tire manufacturer, Apollo 
Vredestein, collaborated on 
a dandelion rubber project 
with KeyGene.

Despite the many benefits 
of dandelions—they grow 
like weeds on many soil 
types, reproduce like weeds 
with lots of seed, and thrive 
in northern climates instead 
of sub-tropical forests—there 
are some obstacles, too. Dan-
delion juice transforms from 
a liquid to a solid on con-
tact with the air—a process 
known as polymerization. 
This means that processors 
must use turpentine to chem-
ically extract the latex from 
dandelion roots.

To eliminate the enzyme 
responsible for polymeriza-
tion, German scientists at 
the Fraunhofer Institute en-
gineered a special virus. Ac-
cording to a Discovery News 
article, “Once inside, the vi-
rus deleted the o¥ending ge-
netic sequence from the Rus-
sian dandelion’s DNA. Pop 
the head o¥ an infected dan-
delion, and the latex begins 
to flow freely.” (Watch out, 

Mom! My shirts will have 
more than just little brown 
circular stains!)

It worked. In Europe, cre-
ating transgenic dandeli-
ons has been controversial. 
Now German researchers 
are using traditional selec-
tive breeding techniques to 
accomplish the same thing. 
Hydroponic growing systems 
where roots can be harvested 
over and over are also show-
ing promise. At the same 
time, Continental Tire is 
working with researchers to 

build the first ever commer-
cial-scale processing plant. 
This becomes more and more 
important as natural rubber 
production from trees faces 
disease, climate change, and 
increasing labor costs. Syn-
thetic rubber made from fos-
sil fuels has di¥erent proper-
ties and is often mixed with 
natural rubber. 

Maybe in the future, that 
field of dandelions across the 
back fence won’t be full of  
weeds. It will be full of a cash 
crop, harvested by the same 

machines used to pull tulip 
bulbs. The sticky sap, once a 
stain on my shirt, will instead 
help my airplane land safely 
in Germany so I can go for a 
ride on a bike or in a car with 
dandelion tires. That might 
even make me smile.

“What is a weed? A plant 
whose virtues have never 
been discovered.” —Ralph 
Waldo Emerson

Emily’s award-winning 
second book, Natural Con-
nections: Dreaming of an 
Elfin Skimmer, is available 
to purchase at www.cablemu-
seum.org/books and at your 
local independent bookstore, 
too.

For more than 50 years, the 
Cable Natural History Muse-
um has served to connect you 
to the Northwoods. The Mu-
seum is open with our brand-
new exhibit: “Anaamaagon: 
Under the Snow.” Our Fall 
Calendar is open for registra-
tion! Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and 
www.cablemuseum.org to see 
what we are up to.

DNR: 2024 bear season results show 
rebound in harvest, hunter success

Fishing Report: 
Get that ice fishing gear out

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) last 
week announced prelimi-
nary results for the 2024 bear 
season. 

This fall, bear hunters har-
vested 4,285 bears during the 
five-week season, a rebound 
from the below-average har-
vest of 2,922 bears taken dur-
ing last fall’s bear season, ac-
cording to DNR.

“Several factors likely led 
to this season’s increase in 
harvest,” said Randy John-
son, DNR Large Carnivore 
Specialist. “In 2023, we saw an 
incredible amount of acorns 
and other natural food pro-
duction. This reduced the 
e¥ectiveness of baits and 
translated to a historically 
low harvest. This year, an-
ecdotes from bear hunters 
and harvest data suggest less 
natural food availability than 
last year. Additionally, last 
year’s low harvest, coupled 
with bears entering dens in 

excellent body condition last 
fall, likely contributed to an 
increase in the number of  
bears on the landscape this 
fall.”

The 2024 bear season ran 
from Wednesday, Sept. 4 to 
Tuesday, Oct. 8. A total of 11,501 
bear hunting licenses were 
awarded to hunters through 
the license lottery system.

“Although the number of  
licenses was reduced slightly 
this year, hunter success 
rates were generally higher 
than expected, leading to 
meeting or exceeding harvest 
targets in most management 
zones,” DNR stated. “State-
wide, hunter success was 
about 37%, up from the five-
year average of 31%. Hunter 
success rates in individual 
zones varied from a high of  
71% in Zone A to less than 
10% in Zones E and F.”

“On average, we expect 
to see about half of the total 
bear harvest within the first 
five days of the season,” John-
son said. “This year, nearly 
57% of the total harvest oc-

curred in those first five days, 
with over 1,000 bears taken on 
opening day alone. Although 
the harvest rate returned 
closer to average during the 
rest of the season, this strong 
first week set the stage to 
meet or exceed harvest tar-
gets by season’s end.”

DNR said harvest targets 
are set to manage the bear 
population in Wisconsin and 
are readjusted each year to 
increase, decrease or stabi-
lize population trends. 

“This means that even 
when harvest targets are ex-
ceeded in a given year, there 
is little long-term biological 
risk to bear populations,” 
DNR said. “Population and 
harvest data are evaluated 
annually and can be adjusted 
to meet long-term population 
management objectives.”

Benefits of 
bear hunting

Wisconsin has a thriving 
bear population, DNR ex-

plained, estimated at around 
23,000 bears, with a range cov-
ering more than half the state. 

“While bears have tremen-
dous cultural and ecological 
value, they can also conflict 
with human interests, such as 
damaging agricultural crops 
or raiding residential trash 
and bird feeders,” DNR said.

“Regulated bear harvest 
is the primary tool we use 
to manage bear populations 
and ensure bear numbers 
remain balanced with their 
habitat and public preferenc-
es,” Johnson stated. “It also 
provides wonderful opportu-
nities to experience nature 
with the company of family 
and friends and source sus-
tainable protein.”

Hunters provide critical 
data from every harvested 
bear, which informs popula-
tion monitoring e¥orts to 
ensure a healthy and sus-
tainable bear population. 
Bear hunter license fees also 
supply key funding for bear 
management and research 
activities, according to DNR.

Reminders for 
next year

Hunters wishing to obtain 
a license or preference point 
for the 2025 season must ap-
ply in Go Wild (www.gowild.
wi.gov/) before the Dec. 10 
deadline. State law requires 
bear permit applicants to ap-
ply at least once during any 
period of three consecutive 
years to retain their accu-
mulated preference points; 
otherwise, all accumulated 
preference points will be lost.

Nearly 135,000 people ap-
plied for a bear hunting li-
cense or preference point 
for the 2024 season. To help 
hunters make hunting plans, 
a full breakdown of the 2024 
bear license drawing results 
and license wait times is avail-
able online at www.tinyurl.
com/8ctkn2fz.

Visit the DNR’s Bear Hunt-
ing webpage (www.dnr.wis-
consin.gov/topic/hunt/bear) 
to learn more about black 
bear hunting, ecology and 
management in Wisconsin.

Natural Connections: A Dandelion Smile

BY GEORGE LANGLEY
NORTHERN WISCON-

SIN – With the end of  fall 
right before us, fishing 
with boats has about come 
to an end. There are a few 
walleye anglers out there, 
and of  course those die-
hard musky anglers, but 
that’s it.

A drop in day and night-
time temps makes it finally 
feel like winter is coming. 
The water temps through-
out the area remained at 
the 40-degree level as of  
last week and hopefully 
will be falling with this 
colder weather. We’re all 
starting to think about ice 
fishing at this point.

Walleye fishing has 
been very good in the last 
few weeks. The Chain has 

produced good walleye 
fishing in the holes, with 
both very good numbers 
and some nicer fish, also. 
This is a great time to 
be a walleye angler, but 
these windy days have 
certainly made it tougher. 
Jigs and minnows are the 
bait to use at this time of  
year. On the larger lakes, 
the fishing has been good 
also, on those drop-o¥s 
and deeper up to the 30-
plus feet range. Use larger 
minnows, like sucker min-
nows on those lakes for 
best results.

Northerns are, as usual, 
feeding with aggression 
in the weeds, and some-
times deeper. They have 
even been hitting suckers 
trolled by musky anglers 

on some lakes.
Bass fishing on open wa-

ter has dropped to nothing 
as far as anglers go. As go 
the bass, so go the panfish 
until ice. Not too many 
people are fishing for them 
right now. Hoping for ice 
sooner rather than later!

Musky fishing is in high 
gear, as those fall nuts are 
enjoying some better ac-
tion lately. Trolling for 
musky has been produc-
tive in the last week, but 
we’ve not seen any mon-
sters yet. 

Get that ice fishing gear 
out. We’re looking at some 
decent ice-making weath-
er. And the hunters should 
be pretty happy, too. 

Good luck and good fish-
in’ (and huntin’!)

Dandelions are hardy enough to bloom in November, and their 
milky latex may even be useful for making rubber at a large 
scale.

Photos by Emily Stone

Wisconsin bear hunters experienced above-average success 
in 2024, harvesting 4,285 bears during the black bear season. 

Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR




