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SATURDAY SEPT. 21 7:30 PM
GRAND THEATER, WAUSAU

THE HILARIOUS SONGS AND IMPROV COMEDY
YOU LOVE... LIVE ON STAGE!

SEE THE STARS OF TV’S “WHOSE LINE IS IT ANYWAY?” IN THIS
UPROARIOUS LIVE SHOW BASED ON AUDIENCE SUGGESTIONS!

Tickets start at $40. Order online at grandtheater.org, call 715-842-0988,
or visit the Ticket Of�ce at 401 N. Fourth St., downtown Wausau

GREG PROOPS • JEFF B. DAVIS • JOEL MURRAY • RYAN STILES • MUSIC DIRECTION BY LAURA HALL

PRESENTING
SPONSORS:

FEATURED
SPONSORS:

by PatrickWood
isNowAvailable at
Janke Book Store,

Wausau
Reflections

393863
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Dear Reader,
How do you want to exit 

this world and transition to 
the next?

� ere are two fundamental 
ways to approach the end of 
life, aside from extraordinary 
circumstances.

� e � rst way is to grow old 
and do the ordinary things 
necessary to get along. You die with your 
hearing intact. You can still see clearly. 
Your voice remains strong. You have most, 
if not all, of your teeth, and your brain 
functions well enough to know what day 
it is. You can walk and manage basic needs 
independently. Ultimately, you pass away 
peacefully in your sleep.

� e second path is to live life to the 
fullest, pushing your limits every day. Your 
vision diminishes, your voice weakens, and 

your hearing fades. You have 
only a few teeth left, and your 
body is marked with wrinkles 
and scars. You fought hard 
for good causes and never 
shied away from a challenge. 
You practically crawl to your 
grave, having given everything 
you had. You face the afterlife 
unafraid, with the remnants of 

your soul.
So, which path will you choose—the 

easy way, with its stately graces and com-
forts, or the challenging route, overcoming 
obstacles and con� icts, leaving the world a 
better place behind you?

It’s your call.
PATRICK J. WOOD

Publisher

Author of “Re� ections” 
a new book now available on Amazon. 

Blueprint For The 
End Of Days

PUBLiSHER’S NOTE

Don’t lose touch
THECITYPAGES.COM

READ CITY PAGES
EVERY THURSDAY



Register Today!
715-845-6279
wausauconservatory.org

Stay connected with us!

Lessons Offered

Start Your Music
Journey Here!

• Banjo
• Cello
• Clarinet
• Double Bass
• Drum Set
• Flute
• Guitar
• Horn
• Low Brass

• Mandolin
• Piano
• Saxaphone
• Trombone
• Trumpet
• Ukelele
• Viola
• Violin
• Voice

@wausauconservatory

TRUST US FOR ALLYOUR
HYDRAULIC REPAIRS
WE REPAIR:
• Hydraulic
Cylinders

• Pneumatic
Cylinders

• Hydraulic
Tools

• Rock Breakers
• Hydraulic
Generators

• Power Units
• Spike Drivers
• Valves
&More!

Full
Service
Rock
Breaker
Repair
Center

All Makes & Models

DAILY
PICK-UP
& DELIVERY
IN WAUSAU

DAILY
PICK-UP
& DELIVERY
IN WAUSAU

Multi-state pick-up
and delivery available
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Scan the QR code to visit our website to learn more.
Use the quick and easy self-verification tool to
determine if you have lead pipes.
Or, contact us to schedule a free in-person inspection.
Share information with your neighbors.

Does your home have
lead pipes?
Find out today if you qualify for the City’s
lead service line replacement program!

There are
~8,000 lead

service lines still
in operation in the
City of Wausau
posing serious
health risks in our
community.

Here’s how to participate:

#LeadFreeWausau

www.leadfreewausau.com 715-793-7417infowausau@yourcip.com

Open an account online in minutes! prevail.bank / 800.205.0914

Premium Interest Checking

4.07%
APY on $20,000 or less*

No monthly
service fee.

No minimum
balance.

* APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate accurate as of 8/1/2024. The APY calculations are based on an assumed total account balance of
$50,000.00: 4.00% (4.07% APY) on balances of $0.01 to $20,000.00; 0.05% (4.07% - 1.66% APY) on any balance of over $20,000.00 If the
quali�cations are not met, the interest rate will be 0.05% (0.05% APY) on all balances. Interest is compounded and credited monthly.
To qualify for higher interest rate, you must have 10 or more point of sale debit card transactions on the account that
post and settle during the statement cycle. ATM transactions do not count as point of sale debit card transactions.
$50 minimum balance to open the account. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account.

®

Pursue what’s possible.
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The Republican primary race for 
Marathon County clerk and treasurer 
became more heated than typical this 
summer - but in the end neither seat will 
change hands. 

Incumbent clerk Kim Trueblood and 
incumbent treasurer Connie Beyersdor� 
will remain in their posts after winning 
the Republican primaries for those two 
positions Tuesday. 

Trueblood defeated challenger Toshia 
Ranallo 12,721 votes to 3,091 votes; 
Beyersdor� defeated challenger Jen 
Seliger 10,072 to 5,247. 

�e election results came after a surpris-
ingly heated primary race, with accusa-
tions that Trueblood had unpaid �nes in 
Kentucky and that Ranallo might have 
been on paid administrative leave from the 
county. 

Trueblood con�rmed to City Pages that 
she paid the $144 �ne for driving 36 miles 
per hour in a 35-mph zone; she said she 
hadn’t received notice from Boyd County 
Kentucky about the �ne. 

Punch data received by City Pages 
showed Ranallo indeed hadn’t punched in 
at the county since June 26. Ranallo ex-
plained to City Pages that she was on paid 
administrative leave after county human 

resources o�cials accused her of circulat-
ing nomination papers on the job. 

Ranallo told City Pages the incident 
came after a leadership meeting at 
NorthCentral Technical College and that 
she believed she was no longer on county 
time. 

John Spiros won a three-way Republican 

District 86 Assembly race; Brent Jacobson 
defeated Cory Sillars for the Republican 
District 87 Assembly nomination; Rebecca 
Cooke won a three-way race for the 
Democratic nomination for US Congress 
District 3; and Kyle Kilborne won the 
District 7 Democratic nomination. 

Committee selects new 
developer for potential 
RiverLife development 
If the project goes through, Wausau would 
have a brand new developer it’s working 
with. 

�e city’s Economic Development 
Committee last week selected Wangard 
Partners to potentially build a new apart-
ment complex in the “RiverLife South” 
development area south of the current 
RiverLife apartments. 

�e decision came after the city tried 
something new, sending out “requests 
for interest” versus request for propos-
als. Interim Community Development 
Director Randy Fifrick told the city it’s 
something the department wanted to 
experiment with after putting out requests 
for full proposals in the past and get-
ting nothing. �at’s because proposals 
are time-consuming and expensive for 
developers to put together just to not be 
selected.

�e new method requires less of devel-
opers and would allow the city to weigh in 
on concepts, after which city leaders could 
work with developers to �ne tune the 
projects to city interests. 

Wangard proposed 135 apartment units 
in two buildings in the RiverLife south 
area. �ey would be three stories of apart-
ments on top of a parking garage. �at 
helps eliminate the need for contaminated 
soil removal, says Wangard representative 
Mark Lake. 

Lake says the building is similar to 
projects they’d already built in the past. 
And, if successful, Lakes says they would 
like to pursue other projects in the area so 
that they could justify hiring local sta� to 
manage them. 

�e committee chose Wangard over T. 

METRO BRiEFS by B.C. Kowalski

Incumbents 
win 
�e Marathon County clerk 
and treasurer will remain the 
same after a heated race 

Connie Beyersdorff Kim Trueblood



NEW FALL HOURS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Sat 9am-5pm
Thur & Fri 9am-6:30pm
Closed Sundays

ADDRESS
120362 County Road A
Athens, WI 54411
715-721-0547

Mums • Grasses • Celosia • Millet
Perennials • Hibiscus • Cannas
Large Planters • Hanging Baskets
Huge Ferns • Succulents
House Plants • Etc

Jellies • Pickles • Maple Syrup • Local Honey • Pastured
Chicken • Fresh Baked Pie • Garlic • Tomatoes • Slicing

Cucumbers • Pastured Brown Eggs • Cra�s and Etc

406681

920.779.6647920.779.6647920.779.6647920.779.6647
PELLETHEAD.COMELLETHEAD.COM

SAVE UP TOSAVE UP TOSAVE UP TO

$2,000$2,000$2,000
W/ FEDERAL 30%
TAX CREDIT*

($350 VALUE)

1 TON
UNCLE JEDS
SOFTWOOD

PELLETS FREE!*
($140 VALUE)

1 PELLETHEAD
ASH VAC FREE!*

2 PELLET/COAL
BUCKETS FREE*

($160 VALUE)

UP TO
5-10% OFF
RETAIL

STOVE PRICE*
($350 APPROX. VALUE)

UP TO
5-10% OFF!

EXP. 8/10/24 EXP. 8/17/24 EXP. 8/24/24 EXP. 8/31/24

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT. *DISCOUNTS COUPONS OFFERED CANNOT BE COMBINEDWITH OTHER SALES OR DISCOUNTS ON SELECT STOVE PURCHASES* *30% TAX CREDIT APPLIES TO SELECT PELLET ANDWOOD STOVES ONLY. PLEASE SEE SALES ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS.

C RAZ Y DAYS S A L E

DALE . GREEN BAY . JUNCTION CITY

THINKING OF BUYING A NEW PELLET STOVE?

DONT WAIT!

& SAVE BIG!CLIP THESE COUPONS & BRING INTO ANY OF OUR LOCATIONS & SAVE BIG!

*INCLUDED WITH NEW PELLET STOVE PURCHASE:

STOP IN AND SEE OUR
WIDE VARIETY OF
STOVE OPTIONS
INCLUDING WALL

INSERTS!

STOP IN AND SEE OURSTOP IN AND SEE OURSTOP IN AND SEE OUR
WIWIDE VARIETY OFWIDE VARIETY OFDE VARIETY OFWIDE VARIETY OFWIDE VARIETY OF
STOVE OPTIONSSTOVE OPTIONSSTOVE OPTIONS
INCLUDING WALLINCLUDING WALLINCLUDING WALL

INSERTS!INSERTS!INSERTS!INSERTS!INSERTS!

PLUS MANYPLUS MANYPLUS MANYPLUS MANYPLUS MANYPLUS MANY
MOMORE MODELS!MORE MODELS!RE MODELS!MORE MODELS!MORE MODELS!MORE MODELS!MORE MODELS!

402649
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Wall Enterprises, which also expressed 
interest in the site. T. Wall didn’t include a 
speci�c building type and Nick Patterson 
of T. Wall told city leaders in the meeting 
that the Foundry on �ird project would 
be their main priority. He said there would 
be no hard feelings if they weren’t selected. 

Plan change puts affordable 
housing project back on 
track 
An a�ordable housing project that was 
derailed by underground utilities that 
weren’t accounted for is now back on 
track, city leaders say. 

�e a�ordable housing project planned 
at 700 Grand Avenue by Commonwealth 
Development Corp. had been delayed when 
the underground utilities were discov-
ered. But the city has been working with 
Commonwealth to move its plans a little 
to the south, which helps put the project 
back on track, says interim Community 
Development director Randy Fifrick. 

�e project aims to build an apartment 
complex on the site, which is located on 
the corner of Grand Avenue and �omas 
Street. (�e site had been a Vino Latte 
co�ee and wine shop and later became 
a community orchard and garden area.) 
�e proposal would include 50 apartment 
units between one and three bedrooms, 
according to the original proposal. 

�e building is supposed to also include 
an onsite �tness room and a business room, 
which would be free for tenants to use. 

Downtown street 
reconstruction to start 
in 2025 
With the �rst project under the mall rede-
velopment under construction, city leaders 
say the remaining street work will begin 
construction in early 2025. 

Mark Graun of Becker-Hoppe says the 
�rm hopes to start street work in April of 
2025. �at will start with the west side of 
Washington Street, working on rebuilding 
the street into a two-way street with new 
landscaping and level design (meaning no 
curbs). Graun says e�orts will be taken 
to keep the sidewalk near the businesses 
open as much as possible and to keep �ird 
Street open for as long as possible so they 
don’t interrupt tra�c. 

�e idea, he says, is to get Second Street 
open as soon as possible so as to not inter-
rupt tra�c to the Children’s Imaginarium. 

�e street project will also include the 
extension of �ird Street one block to the 
south, and extension of Jackson Street to 
connect with �ird Street. 

All that comes as the �rst develop-
ment project in the former mall area, the 
Foundry on �ird project, began construc-
tion earlier this summer. Mayor Doug 
Diny told City Pages that the work is on 
time and under budget following a site 
visit by T. Wall’s owner Terrence Wall last 
week. 

Graun says they will be building perma-
nent infrastructure as much as possible, 
but will use temporary asphalt near blocks 
3 and 5 of the development area because 
it’ll be easier to remove when those un-
dergo development. �ose blocks are on 
either side of the current development. 

Lead service line contractor 
works toward 2024 
replacement goals 
�e contractor working on the lead service 
line replacement plan says they’re close to 
reaching their goals for 2024. 

Eric Jones from CIP, the contractor 
hired by the city to replace lead lines in 
the city on the private side, says workers 
so far have identi�ed 469 lead lines to be 
replaced this year in the city. �e contrac-
tor has a goal of 553 lines the city hopes to 
�nish by the end of the year, but CIP plans 
to continue the work through October, 
according to a chart presented at the city’s 
Infrastructure Committee last week. 

So far 135 private lines have been 
replaced and another 86 are expected to be 
replaced in August.

Many of those lines were replaced 
on the city’s Southeast Side, where the 
city has been reconstructing Eau Claire 
Boulevard. �e �rm knocked on doors and 
held meetings in the neighborhood. 

�e city announced last year that 
it would be one of the �rst recipients 
of a new program from the Biden 
Administration intended to fund the 
replacement of lead service pipes nation-
wide as lead pipes are associated with 
detrimental health outcomes, especially in 
developing children. �at means replacing 
the roughly 8,000 lead service lines within 
the city. 

But less clear at the time was that the 
funding would come in the form of grants 
and loans, meaning there would be a cost 
to city taxpayers. And the city will hold 
a meeting this month to talk about what 
a lead service line ordinance will entail, 
which originally spooked residents who 
thought they would be required to replace 
their lines and pay for them. No resident 
this year will be on the hook for the re-
placements and city leaders said they don’t 
intend for the project to cost individual 
taxpayers anything. 

City looking into revamping 
performance pay 
�e city’s human resources director will 
be looking at new options after a perfor-
mance-based pay system, he says, has gone 
out of control. 

HR Director James Henderson told the 
city’s HR Committee that the DPI program 
was supposed to reward a few employ-
ees who were going above and beyond. 
Instead, he says, supervisors in giving 
performance reviews were awarding nearly 
every employee the highest marks so that 
they would get the extra raise. �at led to 
raises that combined with other mecha-
nisms reach 9% or higher, Henderson said. 

�e problem is that there is no money 
budgeted for the program. Henderson told 
the committee he was looking for direction 
in what to do next, since the program had 
no funding. 

Some committee members said they 
needed to still have performance incen-
tives, but others said the program seemed 
to have gone o� the rails. �e committee 
told Henderson to come up with some op-
tions for the committee to consider. 
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Gift Shop
is Loaded
with Fall
Decor

Need Baked Goods for Parties or Picnics?
Pre-Order Is Available
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Canning Tomatoes are Ready!

Summer
Hibiscus
are

Ready!

Black-Eyed Susans
Are Now Blooming

Fall Garden
Mums are

Showing Color!
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ADVERTISING AGENT EXTRAORDINAIRE

CALL PAUL NOW!

“Better Call Paul”
PAUL BAHR

715-846-4901
TISING AGENT EXTRAORDINAIRE

AUL NOW!

“Better Call Paul”
AUL BAHR

715-846-4901

IN ADVERTISING TROUBLE?

pbahr@mmclocal.com • 715-845-5171
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CAPiTOL EYE by WisPolitics.com staff

COVID 
conundrum
Evers has nearly $300 million 
in COVID funds left to spend 

Gov. Tony Evers has spent or obligated 
94% of the $5.1 billion in federal COVID-
19 funds he had sole discretion over, 
according to the latest update the state 
sent the U.S. government and shared with 
WisPolitics.

�at leaves $295.4 million to spend as 
he sees �t.

Evers’ oversight of the federal COVID-
19 funds is a key piece of the debate over 
two constitutional amendments on the 
ballot today. �e amendments seek to 
give the Legislature a role in how similar 
federal funds are spent in the future. 

�e update from Evers’ o�ce shows 
more than $1.5 billion has been allocated 
or expended for the pandemic response or 
public health as of June 30. �at includes 
$606.9 million for “testing and vaccine 

acquisition and implementation.” 
Another $1.5 billion has been obligated 

or expended for “economic resilience.” �at 
includes  $639.2 million for various grants 
targeting small businesses impacted by 
COVID-19, including some money speci�-
cally for rural Wisconsin as well as funds 
to venues that host live events.

Evers also directed $113.7 million to 
chambers of commerce and nonpro�t 
organizations as well as to community 
development �nancial institutions to help 
small businesses.

�e other major categories are: $963.3 
million for “community building,” $565.1 
million for education and child support; 
$167.3 million for household assis-
tance; and $105.7 million for broadband 
expansion.

WI native working as Walz’s 
chief of staff
Sam Cornale, the executive director of the 
Democratic National Committee, says next 
week’s convention in Chicago will feature 
many local and state elected o�cials, in-
cluding governors from across the country.

“�e Democratic Party has a massive 
bench,” Cornale said on WISN’s “UpFront,” 
which is produced in partnership with 
WisPolitics. “We’ve been winning a lot, in 
Wisconsin, in the Midwest, nationally. �e 
last seven years have been a really strong 
run.”

Cornale, a Wisconsin native, will now 
serve as Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz’s travel-
ing chief of sta� during the campaign.

He defended the party’s virtual nomina-
tion process ahead of the convention.

“�is was about ballot access dead-
lines,” he said. “In states like Ohio and 
Washington and other places, historically 
those states have worked with us to say, 
OK, we know who the nominee is going to 
be, we’ll give you a pass, and you’ll be on 
the ballot. Most of those states did work 
with us this go around, but one in par-
ticular in Ohio where the MAGA extreme 
Republicans wanted to play games because 
they can’t win a fair �ght.”

Former regent urges pause 
on UW campus closures 
Former Universities of Wisconsin Regent 
Robert Atwell questioned whether the 
closure of four branch campuses this 
year would actually help the universities’ 
�nancial situation. 

Two additional two-year campuses are 
slated to close in 2025 due to enrollment 
challenges.

“Stop closing campuses until we have a 
comprehensive decision about how we’re 
going to invest in the future of the state,” 
Atwell said. “Are we going to subsidize 
ine�ciency? Or are we going to �x, and 
then invest?”

Atwell, who was appointed to the 
Board of Regents by former GOP Gov. 
Scott Walker in 2017, also criticized the 
pay di�erential between UW faculty and 
faculty at peer institutions. 

During yesterday’s Legislative Council 
Study Committee on the Future of the 
University of Wisconsin System meet-
ing, members heard from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau, UW President Jay 
Rothman, and UW-Madison Economics 
Professor Ananth Seshadri. 

Rothman argued the campuses need 
more resources and questioned where the 
money to increase pay would come from 



From the
Attorney’s Desk

by Jason Krautkramer, J.D.

ECKERT & KRAUTKRAMER, LLC
325 N. 1st Ave., Suite 1 • Wausau, WI
715-842-0907 • jason@eckertlawllc.com

Adding an Adult Child to the Home Title
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630 N. 4th St., Wausau, WI 54403

An adult child can be added to the house’s deed as a partial owner.
If a house is jointly owned by a parent and an adult child, then when the parent

dies, the house passes automatically to the adult child outside of probate.
With a tenants-in-common ownership structure, the parent’s share of the

house becomes part of their estate and can be transferred to whomever they
designate in their estate planning documents.
With a life estate, the life tenant (parent) has the right to live in the home

during their lifetime, andupon their death, the house passes to the remainderman
(adult child). This option, like joint ownership, avoids probate and can be thought
of as an informal trust.
Adding a child as a joint owner of a home when there are multiple children

raises additional estate planning challenges. Call to learn more.

404139

For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at 949-253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmantravel.com

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP
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DISCOVER & EXPLORE
GREECE & THE SUNNY MED

MARCH 2025

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Round trip scheduled airfare from
ORD or MSP

• Round trip transfers between
airports and hotels

• 4 nights �rst class hotel in Athens
• 4 nights aboard Celestyal Cruises
Discovery

• 17 meals including all breakfasts,
4 lunches & 5 dinners featuring a
Greek festive dinner show

• City tour of Athens
• Tour of Parthenon & Acropolis
• See the Olympic Stadium, the
Royal Palace

• Full day tour of Mycenae
• Discovery Program guide

Departing
March 20, 2025

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
$4,449 PER PERSON

$4,149 PER PERSON
if deposited by August 31st!

BOOK & SAVE
$4,449 PER PERSON

$4,249 PER PERSON
if deposited by October 20th!
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if the state did not provide more �nancial 
support. He also presented data showing 
that compared to peer universities, UW 
— other than the Madison campus — 
pays assistant faculty 5% less, associate 
faculty 13% less and full faculty 19% less.

Marquette poll shows tight 
presidential race in WI

�e presidential race in Wisconsin 
remained tight in the latest Marquette 
University Law School Poll, though 
enthusiasm has spiked among Dems with 
Kamala Harris now the party’s nominee.

�e poll — taken after the assassina-
tion attempt of Donald Trump, the GOP 
convention and Joe Biden dropping out 
— found 50% of registered voters backed 
the former president while 49% favored 
Harris. Among likely voters, it was 50-49 
for Harris.

In a multiple candidate race, Harris 
was backed by 45% and Trump 43% with 

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. at 8%. No other 
candidate topped 1%. In June, Trump was 
at 43% to Biden’s 40%, while Kennedy 
was at 8%.

Poll Director Charles Franklin noted 
some signi�cant shifts in the results, 
even though the topline numbers were 
largely unchanged from late June, when it 
was 50-50 between Trump and Biden.

Franklin said Dem enthusiasm dipped 
signi�cantly nationally after Biden’s poor 
debate performance, which came shortly 
after the last poll was in the �eld. But 
Harris’ entry has reversed that malaise.

In the new poll, 92% of Dems said they 
were very or somewhat satis�ed with 
Harris as their nominee, and 81% were 
somewhat or very enthusiastic about vot-
ing in November. In June, 64% of Dems 
said the same about casting a ballot this 
fall.

Eighty-six percent of Republicans said 
they’re enthusiastic to vote this fall, com-
pared to 76% in June. 

���� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ��
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As Jess Bray pulled up to a 21-acre farm nestled in an eastern 
Oklahoma valley, she instantly got a warm feeling. “� is is the place,” 
she thought. 

After attempting to buy two other properties before being outbid 
by cash buyers, Bray and her husband Jon began to wonder whether 
their dream of owning and operating their own farm would become a 
reality.

“We always wanted to farm, but we aren’t trust fund kids, we didn’t 
grow up in agriculture … we didn’t have a farm handed down to us, 
so it wasn’t something that was very accessible to us,” Bray said. “� is 
was a dream come true … but it wasn’t without challenges.”

In 2022, Bray, then 39, purchased the valley property, which they 
now operate under the name Blue Mountain Farm, growing a vari-
ety of vegetables and raising pigs and a dairy cow near the town of 
McCurtin.

While Bray eventually realized her dream, the rising cost of farm-
land has priced out many other would-be farmers and ranchers or 
forced others into early retirement. � e parts of the country where 
farmland prices have seen the largest increase have also been where 
the number of agriculture producers has declined the most.

From 2017 to 2022, the average value per acre of all American farm-
land grew from $4,368 to $5,354, an increase of nearly 23%, according 
to USDA data on the market value of farmland and its buildings.

But in the 409 counties across the country that saw a producer 
decline of 15% or greater over the past � ve years, average farmland 
values increased by 31%, according to Investigate Midwest’s analysis 
of USDA reports, land value records and other property data.

In reviewing property records and speaking with more than a dozen 
o�  cials who closely track farmland values, Investigate Midwest found 
there are multiple causes for the decline in producers in counties that 
saw the most signi� cant increase in value:

Population growth expanding into rural communities has increased 
prices and reduced farmland as 11 million acres of agricultural land 
were converted into residential properties from 2001 to 2016, accord-
ing to the American Farmland Trust.

� e push toward wind and solar energy, often backed by govern-
ment subsidies, has also raised land rents much higher than for tradi-
tional agricultural use. 

Large investment � rms, such as Farmland Partners, PGIM and 
Gladstone Land, are paying top dollar for land and reselling some prop-
erty at amounts as much as � ve times higher than the regional average. 

� e move toward industrial farms has also meant more corporate 
land buyers who can pay cash and beat many local o� ers. 

“� e biggest competition (for farmland) used to be from the person 
who wanted a hobby farm but maybe wasn’t farming full time,” said 
Vanessa Garcia Polanco, a policy campaign director with the National 
Young Farmers Coalition. “Today, the biggest threat we see is from 
corporations and hedge funds.”

� e increase in competition for farmland has been especially detri-
mental for young and would-be farmers. According to a 2022 National 
Young Farmers Coalition survey,   59% of farmers under 40 said � nding 
a� ordable land was “very or extremely challenging.”

Farmland ownership has received increased attention from lawmak-
ers in recent years, especially concerning foreign-owned companies. 
Lawmakers in dozens of states have pushed laws limiting foreign land 
ownership, including from countries like Iran and China, often claim-
ing these buyers drive up costs that push out family farms. 

However, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently called that 
focus misguided and said the growth in American investment � rms 
buying farmland is a more pressing concern. 

“Do you know roughly a third of all the farming operations that gen-
erate more than $500,000 in sales are owned by investment out� ts? 
Are you concerned about Wall Street owning farmland?” Vilsack said 
in response to a question about foreign-owned land while speaking at 
the North American Agricultural Journalists conference in April.

But Paul Pittman, the executive chairman of the investment � rm 
Farmland Partners, said companies like his were not to blame for ris-
ing prices and were keeping many farms in production. 

“� at’s populist B.S. and nothing less,” Pittman told Investigate 
Midwest when asked about Vilsack’s comments. “And remember, for 
every farmer who is whining about being outbid, there’s a farm family 
that owned that farm for 100 years and deserves to get the highest 
price possible.” 
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In the spring of 2023, the Farmland Partners 
investment �rm spent $8.85 million in 
cash on 1,840 acres of farmland in Haskell 
County, Oklahoma. �e land was a highly 
productive swath of soybean, corn and wheat 
�elds with an irrigation system pulling water 
from the nearby Canadian River.

�e Denver-based �rm had grown in 
recent years to become the nation’s largest 
farmland investor, with a valuation of more 
than half a billion dollars and a portfolio of 
more than 180,000 acres across the country.

One of the �rm’s land buys in Oklahoma 
was a 174-acre property for $3 million. At 
$17,232 an acre, the Oklahoma purchase 
was �ve times more than the median for 
comp sales in the area, based on data from 
the land value tracking site AcreValue. 

However, the �rm had shown that its 
high purchase prices were likely to pay o�. 
It had recently sold nearly 2,500 acres of 
farmland in central Nebraska and South 
Carolina for a combined $16.2 million, a 
transaction that netted Farmland Partners 
a 24% return on investment, the company 
announced.  

According to data from the National 
Council of Real Estate Investment 
Fiduciaries, investment �rms increased 
their farmland holdings by 231% from 
2008 to 2023. While traditional real estate 
property is constantly expanding, many 
investors see the decrease in available farm-
land as a partial driver of its value. 

Most farmland investment �rms lease 
the land back to producers who operate 
the entire farming business. In a recent 
SEC �ling, Gladstone Land, which owns 
111,836 acres of farmland across 15 states, 
said it rents most of its land to farmers on 
a “triple-net basis,” which means the tenant 
pays the related taxes, insurance costs, 
maintenance, and other operating costs in 
addition to rent.

However, Pittman, the chairman of 
Farmland Partners’ board of directors, said 
there are signs that more farmers are strug-
gling to a�ord rents.

“�ere’s a little more trouble out there 
than there was 12 months ago ... and we’re 
seeing it in having an occasional farmer 
come to us and say, ‘Hey, can you re-rent 
this farm to someone else?’ ”Pittman said 
on a May 1 investor call, according to a 

transcript. “When we’ve had that occur, 
we’ve been able to (re-rent) the farms at 
the same price or in some cases, a little bit 
higher.”

	��
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In most counties that lost producers, agri-
culture production actually increased as the 
remaining farms often grew larger or were 
converted to industrial operations. 

Wisconsin’s Douglas County, located in 
the state’s northwest corner, lost 31% of its 
producers from 2017 to 2022 but saw net 
cash farm incomes more than double and 
sales from agriculture products increase by 
45% during that same period. 

Across the state, �ve counties saw a pro-
ducer decline of at least 15% yet also saw 
agriculture production sales increase. 

“Many operators continued to exit, and 
this happened rapidly among Wisconsin 
dairy farms,” said Je� Hadachek, an 
agriculture professor at the University of 
Wisconsin. “At the same time, the farms 
that remained were increasing in size.”

Hadachek said the increase in farm pro-
duction means the local economy may still 
be growing even with a loss of producers. 

“I think economists would typically say 
that just looking at the number of farms 
is not the best way to consider economic 
health in a community,” Hadachek said. 
“Certainly, for the people who own land, the 
increase in value is a great thing … so there 
are two sides of the issue for sure.”

Like most types of farming, Wisconsin’s 
dairy industry has seen a move toward more 
industrial operations to improve e�ciency, 
which can increase pro�ts in a sector with 
tight margins for smaller dairy farmers. 

In 1997, the average Wisconsin dairy 
farm had 55.6 cows, while the 2022 average 
topped 203 per farm, according to research 
from the University of Wisconsin.

Some farmland investors see pro�t op-
portunities in the transition to larger farms 
and are predicting a continued shift toward 
industrial agriculture. 

“An aging farmer generation, fractional 
family ownership structure and technologi-
cal advances requiring sizable capital invest-
ment will naturally transition farmland 
holdings from individuals to institutions,” 
stated a report from PGIM, the $10 billion 
property asset management company run 
by Prudential Financial that has increased 

its farmland holdings in recent years.
Hadachek said the growth in larger 

operations has led to a decrease in medium-
sized farms, what he calls a “hollowing out 
of the middle.”

“�e growth in the larger end re�ects 
consolidation and the economies of scale 
and size associated with large farms, while 
the growth in the smaller end re�ects 
growth in specialty foods, farms targeting 
the ‘local foods’ market, and hobby farm-
ing,” Hadachek said. 

But Pittman, the executive chairman of 
the investment �rm Farmland Partners, 
said data on the decline in the number of 
farms across the country can be deceiving. 

From 2017 to 2022, America lost 
141,733 farms, but 80% of those lost farms 
had less than $2,500 in annual sales. 

“You and I know those aren’t really 
farms, I don’t know why they’re called 
farms,” Pittman said. “If you’re talking 
about supporting a family or two families 
on a farm, you are talking about at least a 
million dollars in annual sales, which would 
give you about $50,000 in distributable 
household income to send your kids to 
school and pay for food and all that.”

USDA data shows the nation lost 10,537 
farms with annual sales of $100,000 to 
$499,999, but farms making more than 
$500,000 grew by more than 26,000. 

�����������������������������
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Construction sounds have become a con-
stant echo in McCurtin County, Oklahoma, 
where cabins and resorts are being built 
in the pastures and forests between the 
Ouachita Mountains and Red River. 
Tourism growth, especially visitors from 
the Dallas metro, which is within a two-
hour drive, has increased local farmland 
prices much faster than the state average. 

From 2017 to 2022, McCurtin County 
lost nearly one out of every �ve produc-
ers while the average value per acre soared 
from $1,901 to $2,601 as investors, second-
home buyers and some private equity �rms 
snatched up land to build vacation homes 
or sit on the land while its value grew.

“When someone’s waving that kind of 
money at grandpa’s farm, they let ’em have 
it,” said Brent Bolin, a poultry producer in 
McCurtin County, who is also a state agri-
culture commissioner.  

In a recent report titled “Farms Under 
�reat,” the American Farmland Trust 
found that between 2001 and 2016, more 
than 11 million acres of farmland was con-
verted to urban and residential use, with 
Texas, California, Arizona, and Georgia 
topping the list. 

To stall the urbanization of farmland, 
the American Farmland Trust, a nonpro�t 
that says it wants to expand the “conserva-
tion agriculture movement,” has facilitated 
the purchase of more than 78,000 acres to 
protect it from nonagricultural uses. 

Some states have taken similar measures, 
including Oregon, where counties must 
protect some farmland through speci�c 
zoning restrictions. 

Bolin said zoning restrictions might be 
worth considering, although he’s hesitant 
to suggest them. 

“It’s something that would be super 

controversial, and I don’t know where I 
stand on it,” Bolin said. “I know there are 
some states that help protect farmland, but 
that is more regulation, and we don’t like 
that here in Oklahoma. But I don’t know 
what the answer is.” 

Even if farmland is protected from being 
converted into another use, young farmers 
still struggle to compete with cash buyers. 
While many of those cash buyers, including 
investment �rms, rent the land to farmers, 
critics say that creates a system that lacks 
stability for farmers and ranchers, espe-
cially those looking to start a business for 
the �rst time. 

“�e contract could be a three-year lease 
or a �ve-year lease, but that’s not much long-
term security for a farmer,” said Polanco with 
the National Young Farmers Coalition. 

Bray, the Oklahoma farmer, said owning 
land was crucial for her to have the kind 
of control she wanted over her business. It 
also allowed her to make more environmen-
tally focused decisions about land use. 

But when Bray was looking to buy land, 
competing with cash buyers was even more 
di�cult because her own �nancial options 
took a long time to ful�ll. 

“Not only did we have to �nance but we 
were kind of forced into a commercial fund-
ing route instead of the state program route 
because the government programs take too 
long,” Bray said. 

�e National Young Farmers Coalition 
has advocated for the Farm Service Agency 
to be made a loan-making institution with 
pre-approval and pre-quali�cation pro-
cesses to give farmers needing �nancing a 
better chance at competing for land. 

“�is would allow farmers to show they 
are eligible, especially if the seller wants an 
o�er right away and has a cash o�er from a 
corporation,” Polanco said. 

Even when Bray was able to purchase her 
current property, complications arose from 
the land’s previous owner, a cash buyer who 
made a quick purchase. 

“Moving in, it took us months and 
months and months to get in our property 
because of how it was handled before,” Bray 
said. “�e title had never been transferred, 
so we had to wait for that to be transferred 
to the prior owner before it could be trans-
ferred to us. And there was o�cial paper 
that they had run out of stock on, some-
body forgot to order the o�cial state paper 
for the licenses and titles and all of that, so 
that was another waiting game.”

During the delays, Bray’s Realtor warned 
her she might have to move on to another 
property.  

“He said, ‘Honey, if you don’t get this, don’t 
feel bad, we’ll keep looking,’ ” Bray recalled. 
“But I said, ‘No, we will wait’ because … I had 
that feeling when we got here that this was 
the place. �is was our dream, but you know, 
high interest rates, the prices of the proper-
ties and the margins as a farmer, those three 
things don’t go together, they just don’t.” 

This story is a product of the Mississippi 
River Basin Ag & Water Desk, an editorially 
independent reporting network based at the 
University of Missouri School of Journalism 
in partnership with Report For America and 
funded by the Walton Family Foundation. 
Wisconsin Watch is a member of the network. 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our news 
straight to your inbox.

Jess Bray stands on the dirt road leading into Blue Mountain Farm, 
which she operates near McCurtin, Oklahoma, on June 17, 2024. 



PART TIME

DELIVERY
DRIVERS
WANTED
We are seeking part-time drivers
for our long-term care distribution
service, o�ering medication
delivery to assisted living facilities.
We are looking for responsible
individuals who will o�er timely
service to our customers with a
positive and friendly experience.

A general knowledge
of Wausau and the
surrounding areas,
including use of GPS
is a must. Part time
evening and weekend
hours available, with
�exible scheduling.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Must be 18 years of age • Valid Wisconsin driver’s license
• Must have clean driving record • Occasional lifting of up to 25 pounds

If interested, please email resume to
becky.hummer@youngsdrugstore.com or apply online
https://youngsdrugstore.com/employment/

16
17

72

• Shift differential for weekends
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HIGH
LIGHTS

arts & entertainment

BUCKCHERRYHOWARD LUEDTKE

Big Bull Falls Blues Fest 
8/16-17 | Fern Island, Wausau

Did you know that not only is Wausau’s Big Bull Falls 
Blues Fest one heck of a good time, but that it’s the 
longest-running Blues Fest in Wisconsin? Some great 
blues legends have come through this festival and if you 
love yourself a good 12-bar blues track, this is your place 
to be. Kicking things o�  this year is a Wisconsin legend, 
Howard Luedtke. With a main stage featuring eight 
di� erent blues acts over Friday and Saturday, plus a side 
tent with two more, you will get your money’s worth 
having a drink and watching some blues. $60 for both 
days, $160 VIP. More at wausauevents.org

Friday 
5 pm — Howard Luedtke 
7 pm — Reverend Raven and the ChainSmoking Altar Boys
9 pm — Lamont Cranston

Saturday
1 pm — Tommy Bentz
3 pm — Ivy Ford
5 pm — Mark Hummel
7 pm — Robert John and the Wreck
9 pm — � e Blood Brothers

EgoCon
Saturday 8/17 | Sentry Curling Center, Plover 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy conventions typically come and go, 
but EgoCon has been around for decades now. � e 
convention, which says they are interested in everything 
but has a major focus on Dr. Who, is back and now is 
being held at the Sentry Curling Center. Come meet genre 
authors, podcasters, see a lightsabre demo, games run 
by the Evercon folks, artists, miniature enthusiasts and 
more. Plus, plenty of vendors will be on hand to help you 
add to your collection. In the past, the life-sized Daleks 
were always a treat. 10 am to 4 pm. $15. Check out 
https://sites.google.com/site/egoconevent/ for the full 
schedule. 

Wausau Night Market 
Thursday 8/15 | Downtown Wausau 

It’s the very last night market of the summer! Come 
browse local vendors while downtown streets are closed 
o� , providing a cool downtown walkable experience. Stroll 
the numerous local vendors downtown as they set up 
on the length of � ird Street and turn downtown into a 
festival atmosphere. � is is the last one of the year, so if 
you haven’t visited this downtown event yet, be sure to 
give it a try. Check out items ranging from Indian baked 
goods to sipping vinegars to candles, eggs, artwork and 
much more. 5-9 pm. wausauriverdistrict.org

Buckcherry 
Saturday 8/17 | bantr, Rothschild 

Buckcherry seemed like your typical 90s rock band’s 
story: Come seemingly out of nowhere, have a ton of 
commercial success, put out a couple of albums and 
break up. But that’s only the start of Buckcherry’s story 
— the band after a three-year hiatus reformed in 2005 
and they’ve been going strong ever since. It’s hard to 
classify Buckcherry — imagine Aerosmith mixed with 
90s Rage-style guitar licks and numetal-style lyrics and 
I think you kind of get close. � e band just never really 
stopped touring and now they’re coming to Wausau! You 
can come see them at bantr, the fancy millennial living 
place that’s been hosting comedy and music too. 6 pm. 
bantrrothschild.com/events for tickets. 

Midwest Freestyle Championships 
Sat.-Sun. 8/17-18 | Whitewater Park, Wausau 

It’s usually noteworthy enough when Whitewater Park 
has its rec release events, since they themselves always 
turn into little mini-events as people gather and watch 
kayakers practice on the downtown course. But this is 
even better — one of the actual competitions! Watch 
more than 100 kayakers and canoists take to the rapids 
to compete for a spot on the podium. It’s truly impressive 
what these guys can do and it’s right downtown, with 
plenty of options to make a day of it. Starts at 8:30 am 
both days. wausauwhitewater.org. 

WAUSAU NIGHT MARKET



Custom 4-Pack!
Create a Custom 4-Pack from
Three Cooler Doors for any fun
Summer gathering! Choose
four or more cans or bottles:
beer, cider, mead, sake, wine,
ready-to-drink cocktails, hard
kombucha, or N/A items. Then
get a 10% discount on all four!

Downtown Grocery
607 N 3rd St. 715-848-9800

OPEN DAILY M-Sa 9-6 Su 11-4
EverydayMarket�Bakery�Grab&Go
Wine/Beer/Cider/Mead/Spirits/NA
FOOD BAR/SOUP M-F 11-3

♥
Welcome � Shop, Eat, and Relax
at Downtown Grocery to support
Local & Midwest Food Producers!

Old-Fashioned Grocery since 2006
Grocery
Downtown

40
00

94
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BAR BEATS 
Thursday August 15

Comstock Lode with Peter Nomm
· Northern Waters Disti llery, 
Minocqua. Country. 4 pm. 715-
358-0172

Sti ll Reckless · Tiki Beach Bar & 
Grill, Mosinee. Country. 6 pm. 
715-341-2232

Brad Emanuel · Ott o’s Beer & Brat 
Garden, Minocqua. Variety. 8 pm. 
715-356-6134

Bernie Thompson · Black Bear 
Bar & Grill, Minocqua. Acousti c 
variety. 9 pm. 715-358-2116 

Friday August 16
Downti me Acousti c · Point 

Brewery, Stevens Point. Acousti c. 
4 pm. 715-344-9310 

Jesse & The Medicine Men · Stoney 
Acres Farm, Athens. Country. 5 
pm. 715-432-6285 

Alex & Oscar of Dig Deep · Sawmill 
Brewing Company, Merrill. 
Bluegrass. 6 pm. 715-722-0230

Spicy Tie Band · Tiki Beach Bar & 
Grill, Mosinee. Funk, rock & soul. 
6:30 pm. 715-341-2232

The Lone Canary · Ott o’s Beer & 
Brat Garden, Minocqua. Folk/
Americana. 7 pm. 715-356-6134

TJ Morrow · The Garage, Wausau. 
Acousti c. 7 pm. 715-393-4495 

Local Heroes · Malarkey’s Pub, 
Wausau. Variety. 7:30 pm. 715-
819-3663 

Saturday August 17
The Chad O’Kennedy · The Offi  ce 

Bar, Schofi eld. Variety. 12 pm. 
715-355-5432 

Rugg The Band · The Offi  ce Bar, 
Schofi eld. Jam. 1 pm. 715-355-
5432 

Juan · Pine Pointe Bar & Grill, 
Tomahawk. Acousti c variety. 3 
pm. 715-453-3133 

Lawrence Andersen · Point 
Brewery, Stevens Point. Variety. 4 
pm. 715-344-9310 

Jesse & The Medicine Men · Stoney 
Acres Farm, Athens. Country. 5 
pm. 715-432-6285 

Joe G. · Amber Grill, Stevens Point. 
Americana. 5 pm. 715-344-9808

Carl Jackson · O’so Brewing 
Company, Plover. Country. 6 pm. 
715-254-2163

Copper Box · Tiki Beach Bar & Grill, 
Mosinee. Zydeco & blues rock. 
6:30 pm. 715-341-2232

Cody James · Mosinee Brewing 
Company, Mosinee. Blues, souls, 
rock & roll. 7 pm. 715-693-2739

Brothers Burn Mountain · Ott o’s 
Beer & Brat Garden, Minocqua. 
Blues. 8 pm. 715-356-6134

Taylor Tesch & Matt ea Joy · Cop 
Shoppe Pub, Wausau. Rock & roll, 
variety. 9 pm. 715-845-2030 

Sunday August 18
The Beer & Pretzel’s Polka Band

· Point Brewery, Stevens Point. 
Polka. 12 pm. 715-344-9310 

Zopel Jazz · Malarkey’s Pub, Wausau. 
Jazz. 12 pm. 715-819-3663

Tom Burt · The Garage, Wausau. 
Acousti c. 1 pm. 715-393-4495 

Reverend Meantooth & Keith 
Daniel’s Psycho Swamp Stomp 
Band · The Offi  ce Bar, Schofi eld. 
Blues, gospel, folk. 3:30 pm. 715-
355-5432 

Thursday August 22
Double Barrel · Northern Waters 

Disti llery, Minocqua. Country, 
variety. 4 pm. 715-358-0172

Ben Chitek · The Garage, Wausau. 
Acousti c. 5 pm. 715-393-4495

Jordan Blanchard · Tiki Beach Bar 
& Grill, Mosinee. Country. 6 pm. 
715-341-2232

Brad Emanuel · Ott o’s Beer & Brat 
Garden, Minocqua. Variety. 8 pm. 
715-356-6134

Bernie Thompson · Black Bear 
Bar & Grill, Minocqua. Acousti c 
variety. 9 pm. 715-358-2116 

Friday August 23
Jordan Bain · Point Brewery, 

Stevens Point. Variety. 4 pm. 715-
344-9310 

Scott  Kirby · Stoney Acres Farm, 
Athens. Americana. 5 pm. 715-
432-6285 

Clinton Miller · Central Waters 
Brewing Company, Amherst. 
Progressive pop. 6 pm. 715-824-
2739

Kevin Troestler · Mosinee Brewing 
Company, Mosinee. Country & 
blues. 7 pm. 715-693-2739

Jordan Blanchard · The Garage, 
Wausau. Country. 7 pm. 715-393-
4495

Carmyn & Nick · Malarkey’s Pub, 
Wausau. Acousti c variety. 7:30 
pm. 715-819-3663 

Saturday August 24
Chapman Quintet · Point Brewery, 

Stevens Point. Jazz. 4 pm. 715-
344-9310 

Olivia Maro Duo · Amber Grill, 
Stevens Point. Variety. 5 pm. 715-
344-9808

Open Tab · Stoney Acres Farm, 
Athens. Acousti c variety. 5 pm. 
715-432-6285 

Stetsin & Lace · Tiki Beach Bar & 
Grill, Mosinee. Country. 6 pm. 
715-341-2232

The Gray Catz · O’so Brewing 
Company, Plover. Rock ‘n roll. 6 
pm. 715-254-2163

Gary Green & The Invisibles · 
Sunset Point Winery, Stevens 
Point. Variety. 6 pm. 715-544-
1262

Sti ll Reckless · The Garage, Wausau. 
Country. 7 pm. 715-393-4495

The Bad Downs · Bullheads Bar & 
Grill, Stevens Point. 90’s rock & 
more. 7 pm. 715-344-5990

Between Howls · Malarkey’s Pub, 
Wausau. Celti c, folk, mariti me. 
7:30 pm. 715-819-3663 

The Jake Ramsey Band · Cop 
Shoppe Pub, Wausau. Classic rock 
& rock/blues. 9 pm. 715-845-2030 

2 Miles South · Black Bear Bar & 
Grill, Minocqua. Country, classic 
rock & variety. 9 pm. 715-358-
2116 

Sunday August 25
The Northwoods Bassist · The 

Garage, Wausau. Acousti c variety. 
1 pm. 715-393-4495

Ongoing
Trivia · Mondays, Guu’s on Main, 

Stevens Point. Trivia starts at 7 
pm. htt p://guusonmain.com/

Karaoke Night · Mondays & Fridays, 
Moua’s Callon St. Pub, Wausau. 
Starts at 9 pm. 715-298-1902

Trivia · Tuesdays, District 1 Brewing 
Company, Stevens Point. Trivia 
starts at 6 pm. 715-544-6707

Video Trivia · Tuesdays, The Garage, 
Wausau. Create a team of up to 4 
players or play solo. Registrati on 
starts at 6:30 pm. Trivia starts at 7 
pm. 715-393-4495

Trivia · Tuesdays, The Bar-Wausau, 
Rothschild. Trivia starts at 7 pm. 
715-355-7001

Karaoke · Tuesdays, Cop Shoppe 
Pub, Wausau. Starts at 7:30 pm. 
715-845-2030

Team Trivia Nights at Sawmill 
Brewing Company · Wednesdays, 
hosted at Sawmill Brewing 
Company, 1110 E 10th St, Merrill. 
The games start at 6 pm each 
Wednesday. Teams can include up 
to 6 people. sawmillbrewing.net

Trivia · Wednesdays, Rhinelander 
Brewing Company, Rhinelander. 
Play individually or on a team of 
up to 6 people. Starts at 6 pm. 
715-550-2337

Trivia@MBCo · Wednesdays, 
hosted at Mosinee Brewing 
Company, 401 4th St, Mosinee. 
Trivia starts at 7 pm each 
Wednesday. Limit team size to 6 
people. mosineebrewing.com

Team Trivia at Malarkey’s · 
Wednesdays, Malarkey’s Pub 
& Townies Grill, Wausau. Trivia 
starts at 7 pm. malarkeyspub.com

Karaoke · Wednesdays, Wausau 
Eagles Aerie & Auxiliary #251, 
Wausau. Starts at 8 pm. 715-845-
4795

Open Mic · Sundays, Intermission, 
Wausau. Hosted by The Chad 
O’Kennedy. Starts at 8 pm. 715-
849-9377

Open Mic at Sawmill Brewing 
Company · Thursdays, hosted 
at Sawmill Brewing Company, 
1110 E 10th St, Merrill. Open mic 
every Thursday for those who 
want to perform comedy, music 
or poetry. Starts at 6:30 pm. 
sawmillbrewing.net

Katyoke Night · Thursdays, 
Whitewater Music Hall, Wausau. 
Themed karaoke with Katy. Starts 
at 8 pm. 715-298-3202

Open Mic Night · Thursdays, 
Malarkey’s Pub & Townies 
Grill, Wausau. Hosted by Caleb 
Delaney. Play guitar, drums, bass 
or other string instruments. 
Comedy not available at this ti me. 
Starts at 8 pm. 715-819-3663

Karaoke · Thursdays, Hy-Da Way, 
Merrill. Starts at 8:30 pm. 715-
722-0660

Karaoke · Saturdays, Denmar 
Tavern, Wausau. Starts at 9 pm. 
715-298-3131

Karaoke · Every day, The Offi  ce Bar, 
Schofi eld. Groups of 5 or more 
can sing at any ti me. Otherwise, 
available aft er 6 pm. 715-355-5432

ON SCREEN 
THIS WEEK

Cosmo Theatre, 
Merrill, 715-536-4473
Movie ti mes thru 8/22

Alien: Romulus (R):  Fri. 7 pm & 
9:15 pm, Sat. 1 pm, 3:30 pm, 7 
pm & 9:15 pm, Sun. 1 pm, 3:30 
pm & 7 pm, Mon. thru Thurs. 7 
pm only

It Ends with Us (PG13): Fri. 7 pm 
& 9:15 pm, Sat. 1 pm, 3:30 pm, 7 
pm & 9:15 pm, Sun. 1 pm, 3:30 
pm & 7 pm, Mon. thru Thurs. 7 
pm only

Deadpool & Wolverine (R):  Fri. 7 
pm & 9:15 pm, Sat. 1 pm, 3:30 
pm, 7 pm & 9:15 pm, Sun. 1 pm, 
3:30 pm & 7 pm, Mon. thru Thurs. 
7 pm only

Cedar Creek Cinema, 
Rothschild, 715-355-5094

Movie ti mes 8/16-8/21
Alien: Romulus (R): Thurs. 4:10 pm, 

10:10 pm (HeatedDreamLounger), 
3 pm, 6 pm, 7:10 pm, 9 pm; 
Fri. & Tues. 9:40 am, 12:40 pm, 
3:40 pm, 6:40 pm, 9:40 pm 
(HeatedDreamLounger), 10:20 
am, 1:20 pm, 4:20 pm, 7:20 
pm, 10:20 pm; Sat., Sun., Mon. 
& Wed. 10:20 am, 1:20 pm, 
4:20 pm, 7:20 pm, 10:20 pm 
(HeatedDreamLounger), 9:40 
am, 12:40 pm, 3:40 pm, 6:40 pm, 
9:40 pm

Wonder Park (PG): Sat., Mon. & 
Wed. 10 am; Sun. 12:20 pm; Tues. 
10:10 am

Coraline 15th Anniversary (PG): 
Thurs. 3:35 pm, 6:15 pm; Fri., Sat., 
Sun., Mon, Tues. & Wed. 4:30 pm, 
7:20 pm

Borderlands (PG13): Thurs. 9:50 
am, 12:20 pm, 2:50 pm, 5:20 pm, 
7:50 pm, 10:20 pm; Fri. & Tues. 
10 am, 12:30 pm, 3 pm, 5:30 pm, 
8 pm, 10:30 pm; Sat. 11:10 am, 
12:20 pm, 3 pm, 5:30 pm, 8 pm, 
10:30 pm; Sun. 12:20 pm, 3 pm, 
5:30 pm, 8 pm, 10:30 pm

It Ends with Us (PG13): Thurs. 9:30 
am, 10 am, 11:50 am, 12:30 pm, 1 
pm, 4 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:45 pm, 9:30 
pm; Fri., Sat., Sun. & Tues. 9:30 
am, 10:10 am, 12:30 pm, 1:10 pm, 
3:30 pm, 4:10 pm, 6:30 pm, 7:10 
pm, 9:30 pm, 10:10 pm

Trap (PG13): Thurs. 9:30 am, 12:35 
pm, 2:35 pm, 5:10 pm, 7:45 pm, 
10:20 pm; Fri., Sun. & Tues. 11 
am, 1:40 pm, 10:10 pm; Sat. 9:30 
am, 1:30 pm, 10:10 pm; Sun. 
9:30 am

Deadpool & Wolverine (R): Thurs. 
10:10 am, 1:10 pm, 7:10 pm 
(HeatedDreamLounger), 3:10 pm, 
6:40 pm, 9:10 pm, 9:40 pm, 10:10 
pm; Fri. 10 am, 10:50 am, 12:10 
pm, 1 pm, 3:20 pm, 4 pm, 6:20 
pm, 7 pm, 9:20 pm, 10 pm; Sat. 
10 am, 12:10 pm, 1 pm, 3:20 pm, 
4 pm, 6:20 pm, 7 pm, 9:20 pm, 10 
pm; Sun. 10 am, 10:50 am, 1 pm, 
3:20 pm, 4 pm, 6:20 pm, 7 pm, 
9:20 pm, 10 pm; Tues. 10:50 am, 
12:10 pm, 1 pm, 3:20 pm, 4 pm, 
6:20 pm, 7 pm, 9:20 pm, 10 pm

Twisters (PG13): Thurs. 9:40 am, 
12:40 pm, 3:40 pm; Fri. & Tues. 
9:50 am, 12:50 pm, 3:50 pm, 6:50 
pm, 9:50 pm; Sat. 10:30 am, 12:30 
pm, 3:40 pm, 6:40 pm, 9:40 pm; 
Sun. 9:30 am, 12:30 pm, 3:15 pm, 
6:40 pm, 9:40 pm

Despicable Me 4 (PG): Thurs. 10:50 
am, 1:20 pm, 3:50 pm, 6:20 pm, 
9:10 pm; Fri. & Tues. 9:40 am, 2 
pm, 4:20 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:20 pm; 
Sat. 9:40 am, 1:50 pm, 4:20 pm, 
6:50 pm, 9:20 pm; Sun. 9:50 am, 2 
pm, 4:20 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:20 pm

Inside Out 2 (PG): Thurs. 9:30 am, 
12:10 pm

The Lego Movie-10th Anniversary 
(PG): Thurs. 10 am

Harold and the Purple Crayon (PG):
Thurs. 9:30 am, 11:50 am, 2:10 
pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm

ON STAGE
Shakespeare in the Park: A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream · 
Thurs.-Sat. 8/15-8/17, hosted 
by the River & Woods Theatre 
Company at Stewart Park, 
Wausau. Family-friendly 
Shakespeare play that tells a story 
of love, mischief & magic. Bring 
your own chair or blanket. Come 
at 1 pm and enjoy craft  ti me for 
kids. Starts at 2 pm. $20 adults, 
$15 kids, $15 seniors, $15 adult 
Shakespeare, $10 child/senior 
Shakespeare. rawtc.bookti x.com

Gazebo Nights at Normal Park: The 
Northwoods Bassist · Thurs. 8/15, 
Normal Park, Merrill. Acousti c 
variety. Starts at 5 pm. 715-297-
4309

Shakespeare in the Park: Taming of 
the Shrew · Thurs.-Sat. 8/15-8/17, 
hosted by the River & Woods 
Theatre Company at Stewart Park, 
Wausau. One of Shakespeare’s 
funnies comedies, a ti meless tale 
of the batt le of wits between 2 
very strong people. The story 
also includes romance, mistaken 
identi ti es, grumbling servants, 
lots of laughs, & the transforming 
power of love. Bring your own 

chair or blanket. Starts at 6 pm. 
$20 adults, $15 kids, $15 seniors, 
$15 adult Shakespeare, $10 
child/senior Shakespeare. rawtc.
bookti x.com

Gazebo Nights at Normal Park: 
Andy Z & The Spankin’ Monkees · 
Thurs. 8/15, Normal Park, Merrill. 
Classic rock & variety. Starts at 6 
pm. 715-297-4309

Levitt  Amp Concert Series: 
newSong & Michelle Elle
· Thurs. 8/15, Pfi ff ner Park 
Bandshell, Stevens Point. 
Hmong music. Starts at 6 pm. 
createportagecounty.org

The Merry Wives of Windsor-
Schmeeckle Shakes · Thurs.-Sun. 
8/15-8/18, hosted by the Central 
Wisconsin Area Community 
Theater at Schmeeckle Reserve, 
Stevens Point. Shakespearean 
comedy that tells the tale of 
Sir John Falstaff ’s att empt to 
court two wives of two wealthy 
merchants, only for them to take 
revenge by playing pranks on him. 
Starts at 6 pm on 8/15-8/17 & 2 

BIG
GUIDE

The largest list of art, dance, lectures, 
kids’ stuff, movie schedules, music, theater, 

sports, workshops and many other 
activities in your community.

TOP 10 BEST-SELLING ALBUMS
FROM INNER SLEEVE

1. Dirty Knobs featuring Mike Campbell ‘Virgins, Vagabonds & 
Misfi ts’

2. Slash ‘Orgy Of The Damned’
3. Black Country Communion ‘V’
4. Cage The Elephant ‘Neon Pill’
5. Billie Eilish ‘Hit Me Hard & Soft ’
6. The Black Keys ‘Ohio Players’
7. Vampire Weekend ‘Only God Was Above Us’
8. Nathaniel Rateliff  & The Night Sweats ‘South Of Here’
9. Widespread Panic ‘Snake Oil King’
10. Ghost ‘Rite Here Rite Now’

Have an event you would like to submit?
Email entertainment@mmclocal.com to have your event considered. 

Event must have entertainment value and be open to the public.
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At the foot of Granite Peak’s
Ski Area
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and
Stay
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Abby Vans Now Hiring!
Enjoy interac�ng with those in your community,
while making a posi�ve di�erence each day.
FT/PT – Variable rates of pay - full �me bene�ts
package available.
Requirements include a good driving record – pre-
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background check. Apply online:
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pm on 8/18. $15 suggested donation on Thurs. $15/adult, $10 veteran/
student Fri.-Sun. cwact.org

Red Hot Chilli Pipers · Thurs. 8/15, Campanile Center for the Arts, 
Minocqua. Scottish-themed music that blends rock music with bagpipes. 
Starts at 7 pm. $37 general admission. campanilecenter.org

Bored Teachers: The Struggle Is Real! · Fri. 8/16, Grand Theater, Wausau. 
Comedy. Starts at 7:30 pm. $40-$70. grandtheater.org

NEW Dueling Pianos · Fri. 8/16, Bantr, Rothschild. Enjoy a piano show that 
covers practically every music genre. Starts at 8 pm. $25 pre-sale, $30 
general admission. bantrrothschild.com

Buckcherry · Sat. 8/17, Bantr, Rothschild. Rock ‘n roll. 18+. Starts at 8 pm. 
$39-$49. bantrrothschild.com

Jeff Erickson Quartet · Sun. 8/18, Kickbusch Plaza, Wausau. Jazz. Starts at 5 
pm. Free. rivervalleyjazz.org

PJ’s Live: Blame it on Waylon · Wed. 8/21, PJ’s-SentryWorld, Stevens Point. 
Country. Starts at 5:30 pm. sentryworld.com

Notes @ Night: Hijinx · Wed. 8/21, Downtown Stevens Point, Stevens 
Point. Variety. Starts at 5:30 pm. downtownpointwi.com

Gazebo Nights at Normal Park: Carl Jackson · Thurs. 8/22, Normal Park, 
Merrill. Acoustic country. Starts at 5 pm. 715-297-4309

Gazebo Nights at Normal Park: Still Reckless · Thurs. 8/22, Normal Park, 
Merrill. Country. Starts at 6 pm. 715-297-4309

Levitt Amp Concert Series: Chris Pierce · Thurs. 8/22, Pfiffner Park 
Bandshell, Stevens Point. Blues. Starts at 6 pm. createportagecounty.org

The Tape Face Show · Fri. 8/23, North Star Mohican Casino Resort, 
Bowler. Comedy. Doors open at 7 pm. Starts at 8 pm. $25-$35. 
northstarcasinoresort.com

West Avenue Band · Tues. 8/27, Hodag Park, 509 Hodag Park Dr, 
Rhinelander. Hard rock/electric blues. Starts at 6:30 pm. 715-362-1975

Notes @ Night: Jordan Bain & Friends · Wed. 8/28, Downtown Stevens 
Point, Stevens Point. Variety. Starts at 5:30 pm. downtownpointwi.com

Concert on the Square: Hip Pocket · Wed. 8/28, 400 Block, Wausau. R&B, 
rock, Latin-infused, jazz, pop, modern & classic rock hits. Starts at 6 pm. 
wausauevents.org

Bad Bad Hats w/ Ian George · Thurs. 8/29, Lamplight Sessions, 224 Main 
St, Mosinee. Indie rock, folk pop, alternative. Doors open at 6 pm. Show 
starts at 7 pm. $38. lamplightsessions.com

Brewery Comedy Tour · Sat. 8/31, Mosinee Brewing Company, Mosinee. 
Comedy. Starts at 7:30 pm. $13-$20. eventbrite.com/e/the-brewery-
comedy-tour-at-mosinee-tickets-225689612707

Notes @ Night: Aaron Lee Kaplan · Wed. 9/4, Downtown Stevens Point, 
Stevens Point. Americana & blues. Starts at 5:30 pm. downtownpointwi.
com

ONGOING
Parent Aide Triple P In-Home Program · Children’s WI, 705 S 24th Ave, 

Wausau. Program that promotes positive parenting practices to address 
and prevent a range of social, emotional, and behavioral problems in 
children and teens. For parents of children ages 0-17. 715-660-0397 for 
more information or to sign up

Marshfield Pickleball · Every Mon., Tues., Weds., and Fri., hosted by the 
city of Marshfield. Located at the Oak Ave. Community Center, 201 S. 
Oak Ave. Advanced ticket discounts available through the Parks & Rec 
department. Ci.marshfield.wi.us.

Learning Essentials About Parenting · Mondays, Children’s WI, 705 S 24th 
Ave, Wausau. Learn how to solve problems and strengthen relationships 
in your home. Starts at 6 pm. Free. 715-848-1457 to register

Werle Park Plus Neighborhoods of Wausau · 2nd Monday of most months, 
Grace United Church of Christ, 535 S 3rd Ave, Wausau. Meet and discuss 
neighborhood issues. Use basement entrance off back of church. Starts at 
6 pm. 715-845-7051.

AARP Chapter 272 Monthly Meeting · 3rd Mon. of each month. United 
Way Office, 705 S 24th Ave, Wausau. Each month will have a speaker 
discuss a current topic in the news or in the area as well as legislation 
being proposed that affects those over age 50. AARP membership 
encouraged but not required to attend. Starts at 1:30 pm. 715-571-6189

The Landing Literacy Book Club · 4th Mon. of each month. Book club at 
the Landing YMCA, Wausau. Book notices at YMCA, Literacy Council and 
Janke Bookstore. 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 715-841-1855

Senior Bingo · Every Tuesday, hosted by the Marshfield Parks & 
Recreational Department at Drendel Room, 211 E 2nd St, Marshfield. 
Starts at 1 pm. $1 for 2 cards. 715-486-2041

Sweet Adelines Center Point Chorus · Every Tuesday, Harmony House, 
3500 Harmony Lane, Stevens Point. Learn and sing 4-part A Capella music 
barbershop style. Starts at 7 pm. 715-630-3155

Joe & Dough Military Veterans Morning Social · 2nd Tuesday of every 
month, Elk’s Club, 1132 Clark St, Stevens Point. Military veterans are 
invited to socialize with others, ask questions or relax. Select meetings 
will feature a guest speaker presenting a veteran-related topic. 
Complimentary donuts, sugar-free bakery items, coffee & tea will also be 
available for attendees. Starts at 8 am. 715-341-6194 for more info 

Pine Tree Quilters Guild · 2nd & 4th Tuesday, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 
6205 Alderson St, Weston. Join us for educational & informational 
gatherings on the 2nd Tues. at 6:30 pm & 4th Tues. at 10 am. 
pinetreequilters.org  

Super Sip ‘N Swap or Shop · 3rd Thursday of every month, JN Creations 
LLC, 608 Washington St, Wausau. Taste a sip of a beverage sold at the 
boutique from a Wisconsin Maker & Swap out your reading, cookbooks, 
magazines, puzzles & board games. Not a swapper just a shopper? No 
problem. Come on in. Open all day from 10 am-5 pm in Aug. Free. 612-
756-1177 

Veterans Weekly Cup-of-Coffee at a Glance · Wednesdays, Denny’s, 
Rothschild. Veterans can meet and enjoy a cup of coffee and meal. Starts 
at 10 am. More info at mikeheil123.wixsite.com/website

Wednesday Night Sessions · Wednesdays, Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 
Weston. Enjoy a fellowship meal at 5:30 pm. Programs include FISH (for 
parents and children ages 3-grade 5), Ignite Confirmation (grade 6 & 7), 

Fusions Youth Group (for grades 8-12), and an adult bible study. Starts at 
6:15 pm. mtoliveweston.org

Wausau Morning Toastmasters Meeting · 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 
Vino Latte, Wausau. Starts at 7 am. toastmasters.org

Central Wisconsin Marine Corps League Detachment 350 · 3rd Wednesday 
of each month, 2970 Post Road, Plover. Meet at 6:30 pm. New members 
are welcome. 715-824-3343 or 715-252-3339 for more info

Aspirus Wausau Farmers Market · Every Thursday, Located at Aspirus 
Corporate Parking Lot, 2200 Westwood Dr, Wausau. Opens 9 am. Aspirus.org

History Chats · Every Thursday, hosted online by the Marathon County 
Historical Society. Learn about Marathon County’s history from Ben 
Clark and/or Gary Gisselman. Starts at 12:30 pm. On Facebook Live and 
Marathon County Historical Society’s Youtube page

Out & About · Every Thursday (except 4/14 & Thanksgiving), Jubilee House 
Free Community Meal, St. Matthew Catholic Church Campus, 221 S 28th 
St, Wausau. 4:30 pm-6 pm. 715-848-6120

Farmers Market of Wausau · Saturdays & Wednesdays from May-mid Nov., 
200 River Dr, Wausau. Starts at 7 am. farmersmarketofwausau.com

Stevens Point Quakers Meeting · Every Sunday. Boys & Girls Club, 941 
Michigan Ave, Stevens Point. All welcome! Child care available. Religious 
education twice a month. Starts at 10 am. 715-344-2593 for more info

First UU Church of Wausau Service · Sundays. First UU Church of Wausau, 
504 Grant St, Wausau. All are welcomed at the first UU Church of 
Wausau. On Sun. 8/18, Rev. Brian Mason will be preaching Tender 
Mercies: Insights from Parenting (failures included). Explore the insights 
gained from the ups & downs of raising children. Look at how parenting 
teaches about love, patience, grace, & the power of a good laugh. Music 
provided by Margaret Jerz. Starts at 10:30 am. uuwausau.org

Edgar Community Cookbook · now until 9/1, Marathon County Public 
Library, Edgar. Drop off your recipe at MCPL Edgar or email MCPL.Edgar@
co.marathon.wi.us. Recipes may be original or created by others; please 
include a brief description of each recipe’s origin. After enough recipes 
have been received, a cookbook will be compiled & added to the library’s 
collection for the community to enjoy. Free event & open to Edgar area 
community members. 715-352-3155 for more info

“Bloomin’ Greenhouse Tour”-2024 · April thru Oct., hosted by the Clark 
County Economic Development Corporation & Tourism Bureau at Clark 
County, WI. Go on a self-guided tour to many greenhouses & garden 
centers throughout Clark County consisting of several plants of many 
varieties. Start times vary. No cost. For a brochure, call 715-255-9100 or 
visit clarkcountywi.org 

Sunday Brunch on the Farm · Every Sunday from Mother’s Day thru 
October, Lonely Oak Farm, 11946 County Rd S., Milladore. Serving from 
10 am-2 pm. No pets please. lonelyoakfarm.net 

Worship Service · Sundays, Peace United Church of Christ, 1530 Grand Ave, 
Schofield. Starts at 9 am. peacechurchucc.com 

Kronenwetter Farmers Market · Sundays from June-Oct., 2390 Terrebonne 
Dr, Kronenwetter. Opens 9 am-2 pm. kronenwetter.org

Marathon City Farmers Market · Thursdays, 400 Main St., Marathon City. 
45+ vendors. Produce, food trucks, bakery, arts & crafts, flowers & drinks. 
Opens 2 pm-6 pm. MarathonCityFarmersMarket@gmail.com

MCPL Learn How to Play Cribbage · Tuesdays during the summer, 
Marathon County Public Library, Wausau. Adults can visit the library and 
play cribbage. Cribbage boards and cards will be available and all skill 
levels are welcome. Starts at 3 pm. Free. 715-261-7230 

Saturday Morning Serenity Seekers AFG · Saturdays online, St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church, 600 Wilshire Blvd, Stevens Point. https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/886522432 Meeting ID 886 522-432 Passcode: 
Serenity. In person first Saturday of the month at 9 am. 312-626-6799 

Harvest Moon Fall Tour 2024 · Sun.-Thurs. 9/1-10/31, hosted by the 
Clark County Economic Development Corporation & Tourism Bureau at, 
Clark County, WI. Experience corn mazes, pumpkin patches, community 
festivals, roadside stands & farmers markets. Go on a self-guided tour 
along the scenic country roads. Start times vary. For a brochure, call 715-
255-9100 or visit clarkcountywi.org 

EVENTS/SPECTATOR SPORTS
Plant Swap · Mon.-Sat. 8/12-8/17, Marathon County Public Library, 

Wausau. Patrons can take or leave a plant, along with plant care 
instructions. Stop in anytime the library is open. Free. 715-261-7230 

Les Mills Bodycombat · Thurs. 8/15, Greenheck Turner Community Center, 
Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

2nd Annual Car Show · Thurs. 8/15, Red Robin Gourmet Burgers & 
Brews, 225548 Rib Mountain Dr, Wausau. Enjoy the car show, burgers, 
homemade chips, beer & music. $5 a glass of beer at beer tent. WSPT & 
B-104.9 FM playing music from 4 pm-6 pm. Blindside playing rock & blues 
from 7 pm-10 pm. 715-301-0019

Fun@5 at the Island-Member Appreciation Picnic · Thurs. 8/15, hosted 
by the Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce at Clark Island, Wausau. 
Network with others and enjoy food, beverages & desserts. Registration 
required. 21+ event. Starts at 4 pm. Free. wausauchamber.com

Pizza in the Orchard · Thurs. 8/15, Rock Ridge Orchard, Edgar. Enjoy a pizza 
buffet and music from the Jerry Schmitt band (duo). Bring a lawn chair. 
Doors open at 4 pm. Music starts at 6 pm. $18 adults, $6 children 11 and 
under. 715-370-4083

Les Mills RPM-V · Thurs. 8/15, Greenheck Turner Community Center, 
Weston. Starts at 4:40 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Zumba · Thurs. 8/15, Greenheck Turner Community Center, Weston. Starts 
at 5:45 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness
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The Wausau Lyric Choir will
be holding auditions on

August 19 & 21 from
6pm-9pm and August 22

from 6pm-8:30pm.

Location:
Mosinee High School

Contact: Jae Hilts at
jae.hilts@gmail.com or call/

text her at 715-907-2177 to
schedule an audition time.
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Dinner in the Vineyard · Thurs. 8/15, Willow Springs 
Garden, Wausau. Enjoy a specialty-themed cocktail, 
appetizers, salad greens, homemade bread, two 
meat entrees, potatoes, rice, grilled veggies, dessert, 
after-dinner drink and wagon rides. Starts at 6 pm. 
$70/person. willowspringsgardens.com

MCPL Movie Night · Thurs. 8/15, Marathon County 
Public Library, Wausau. Watch the 2024 biopic about 
a legendary Jamaican reggae artist who inspired 
many with his message of love & unity. Movie is rated 
PG13. Starts at 6 pm. Free. mcpl.us

Grit Virtual · Fri. 8/16, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/
quick-links/group-fitness

Central Wisconsin Military Show · Fri.-Sat. 8/16-8/17, 
Motorama Auto Museum, Aniwa. Check out military 
vehicles, re-enactments, swap meet, live music and 
more. Starts at 9 am.  $10. Free for kids 12 and under. 
motoramaautomuseum.org

Dinner in the Gardens: Spring Rolls · Fri. 8/16, Monk 
Botanical Gardens, Wausau. Make dinner using 
ingredients harvested & prepared from the kitchen 
garden. Starts at 6 pm. $15 per person, 20% member 
discount, free for ages 3 & under. monkgardens.org

Strong Nation · Sat. 8/17, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 8 am. gtcc.dce.
k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Barre · Sat. 8/17, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 9:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/
quick-links/group-fitness

Friends of MCPL Members Only Book Sale · Sat. 8/17, 
Marathon County Public Library, Wausau. Books, CDs, 
TV movies, artwork, board games and puzzles for 
sale. For members only but nonmembers can join on 
the spot for a yearly membership of $10 or $25 per 
family. Starts at 9:30 am. 715-261-7200

EGOCON 2024 · Sat. 8/17, Sentry Curling Center, 1515 
Maple Dr, Plover. Sci-fi fantasy gaming convention 
with Daleks, vendors, charity auction, activities & 
more. Starts at 10 am. $15 admission. egocon.org

Beer & Cheese for Pets Please · Sat. 8/17, hosted 
by the Humane Society of Portage County at Feltz 
Family Farm and Dairy Store, 5796 Porter Drive, 
Stevens Point. Enjoy beer, hard cider, soda, sausage 
and cheese along with music from Gray Catz and a 
raffle basket. Starts at 4 pm. $40 general admission. 
hspcwi.org

Flow & Restore Yoga · Sun. 8/18, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 4:30 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

RPM-V · Sun. 8/18, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:45 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.
wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

TRX · Mon. 8/19, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/
quick-links/group-fitness

Mosinee Book Club: “I Was Anastasia” by Ariel 
Lawhon · Mon. 8/19, Marathon County Public Library, 
Mosinee. A historical suspense novel that unravels 
the extraordinary twists & turns in Anna Anderson’s 
fifty-year battle to be recognized as Anastasia 
Romanov. Starts at 2 pm. 715-693-2144 

Yin and Yang Yoga · Mon. 8/19, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 4:30 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Bodypump · Mon. 8/19, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:30 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.
wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

HIIT · Mon. 8/19, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 6:30 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.
wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Bodypump · Tues. 8/20, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/
quick-links/group-fitness

Central Wisconsin State Fair · Tues.-Sun. 8/20-8/25, 
fairgrounds in Marshfield. Many rides, food vendors, 
art contests, entertainment and more. Entertainment 
as follows: Tues: The Dweebs; Wed: Dylan Scott; 
Thurs: Hairball; Fri: Daughtry; Sat: Rodeo; Sun: 
Demolition Derby. $30 season pass for adults, $15 
season pass for children, $10 day pass for adult, $5 
day pass for children. Centralwisconsinstatefair.com

Ribbon Cutting-Girl Scouts of the Northwestern 
Great Lakes · Tues. 8/20, Doepke Park, Wausau. Join 
the Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce for a 
ribbon-cutting to celebrate the opening of the Girl 
Scout Silver Project & meet Girl Scout, Eva Rose, 
who created a SkiERG shed at Doepke Park for the 
community. Cake & refreshments will be served 
afterwards. Starts at 4 pm. business.wausauchamber.
com

Les Mills RPM-V · Tues. 8/20, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 4:30 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

StrongNation · Tues. 8/20, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 5:30 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Boxing & Self-Defense · Tues. 8/20, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 6:30 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Cycle Strength · Wed. 8/21, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Stratford Book Club: “All That Is Mine I Carry With 
Me” by William Landay · Wed. 8/21, Marathon 
County Public Library, Stratford. A tale about family, 
family secrets & vengeance, but also family love. 
Starts at 1 pm. 715-687-4420 

TRX · Wed. 8/21, Greenheck Turner Community Center, 
Weston. Starts at 4:30 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/quick-
links/group-fitness

Les Mills Bodypump · Wed. 8/21, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 5:30 pm. 
https://gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Pizza on the Patio · Wed. 8/21, Willow Springs Garden, 
Wausau. Enjoy all you can eat homemade pizza, 
salad, bread, a featured dish, dessert, lemonade, 
milk, water and live music. Starts at 6 pm. $16/
person, $5/person ages 6-10, free for ages 5 and 
under. willowspringsgardens.com

Les Mills BodyBalance · Wed. 8/21, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 6:35 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Les Mills Bodycombat · Thurs. 8/22, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Les Mills RPM-V · Thurs. 8/22, Greenheck Turner 
Community Center, Weston. Starts at 4:40 pm. gtcc.
dce.k12.wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Zumba · Thurs. 8/22, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:45 pm. gtcc.dce.k12.
wi.us/quick-links/group-fitness

Movie in the Park: Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
Mutant Mayhem · Thurs. 8/22, The 400 Block, 
Wausau. Bring a blanket, chairs and snack to 
enjoy during the movie. Starts at 7 pm. Free. 
marathoncounty.gov/about-us/departments/parks-
recreation-forestry

Grit Virtual · Fri. 8/23, Greenheck Turner Community 
Center, Weston. Starts at 5:15 am. gtcc.dce.k12.wi.us/
quick-links/group-fitness

American Artist Appreciation Weekend · Fri.-Sat. 8/23-
8/24, Marathon County Public Library all locations. 
There will be artist stations with projects inspired by 
famous American artists, participants can create their 
own art & view feature book displays about well-
known American artists. Open during regular hours. 
Free. 715-261-7220

2024 Edgar Steam Show · Fri.-Sun. 8/23-8/25, Edgar 
Steam Show, Edgar. Learn about steam engines. 
Vendors and musical entertainment will also be 
present. Music at the barn lineup: Fri. Barefoot 
Becky & Ivanhoe Dutchman at 3 pm, Sat. The Polka 
Spirit at 1 pm, Hocus Pocus at 6 pm, Sun. Tom Kniess 
Orchestra at 9 am, Music Connection at 2 pm. Music 
outside the tent: Fri. Northwoods Skitchers at 6:30 
pm. Sat. Chicken Stanley at 2 pm. Jerry Schmitt Band 
at 7 pm. Starts at 6 am. $10 per day, $25 weekend 
pass, free for kids 12 and under. edgarsteamshow.
com

Dinner in the Gardens: Chicken Laab · Fri. 8/23, Monk 
Botanical Gardens, Wausau. Make dinner using 
ingredients harvested & prepared from the kitchen 
garden. Starts at 6 pm. $15 per person, 20% member 
discount, free for ages 3 & under. monkgardens.org

Movie Under the Stars: Wonka · Fri. 8/23, hosted 
by the Village of Kronenwetter at Friendship Park, 
Kronenwetter. Bring a blanket, chairs & bug spray 
and enjoy the movie. Starts at 6:30 pm. Free. 
kronenwetter.org

OUTDOORS
IRONBULL Underdown Trail Run · Sat. 8/17, hosted by 

IronBull at Merrill. Half marathon, marathon, 60k trail 
plus Thunderdown in the Underdown 13, 37 & 111 
mile mountain bike at Underdown Recreational Area. 
Underdown Trail Races are grassroots trail runs in 
Northern Wisconsin. It’s located only 6 miles off Hwy 
51. Underdown trail run tarts at 9:30 am, 10:15 am, 
or 11:30 am. Bike rides start at 8 am, 9 am or 9:15 
am. $35-$65. ironbull.org

History Hike · Sat. 8/17, hosted by Friends of Rib 

Mountain at Rib Mountain State Park, Wausau. 
Go for a hike and observe talk about the early 
settlement history in the park. Starts at 10 am. Free. 
ribmountain.org or 715-680-9480

Sporting Youth Heritage Day · Sat. 8/24, hosted by 
the Wausau Noon Optimist Club at Wausau School 
Forest, Wausau. Youth between the ages of 8-16 
can participate in outdoor activities such as hunting, 
fishing, trapping and more. Preregister by 8/17. Starts 
at 8:30 am. Free. wausaunoonoptimist.org

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS
Extension Gardening: Fall Lawn Care · Wed. 8/21, 

Marathon County Public Library, Marathon City. Learn 
how to keep your lawn healthy during the fall season. 
Registration required. Starts at 5:30 pm. Free. 715-
261-1241 or mcpl.us

Artifacts of the World Wars · Mon. 8/26, Marathon 
County Public Library, Edgar. Learn about artifacts 
from the World Wars that were collected by the 
Marathon County Historical Society. Starts at 5 pm. 
Free. 715-352-3155 

Quilt College 2024 · Sat. 10/12, hosted by the Pine 
Tree Quilters Guild at Northcentral Technical College, 
Wausau. 4 classes offered. You choose 2 to attend. 
Starts at 9 am. $80 early bird until 9/1. $90 after 
9/1. ntc.edu/calendar/conferences-seminars-and-
workshops

ARTS/EXHIBITS
Q Artists Cooperative, Stevens Point · 1108 Main St, 

Stevens Point. Ongoing exhibits of the work of more 
than thirty local artists in a variety of media, featured 
shows rotating every two months. New Winter hours 
11 am-4 pm daily. qartistscooperative.com

Riverfront Arts Center, Stevens Point · Open Wed.-
Fri. 11 am to 5 pm. Sat. & Sun. 11 am to 3 pm. 
stevenspoint.com/rac

Woodson Art Museum, Wausau · Free. Open Tues.-Fri. 
9 am-4 pm, first Thurs. of each month 9 am-7:30 pm, 
Sat.-Sun. noon-5 pm and closed Mon. & holidays. 
lywam.org

Wausau Museum of Contemporary Art · Open 11 
am-3 pm Tues-Sat. Wmoca.org

Center for the Visual Arts, Wausau · Free. Gallery 

hours Wed.-Fri. 10 am-4 pm; Sat. 12 pm–4 pm. 
Closed Sun.-Tues. 715-842-4545, cvawausau.org. 
Inspired by activities and events.

Change of Physical State: Metal, Stone & Glass · 
Wed.-Sat. 6/5-8/10. This juried exhibit highlights 
the mediums Metal, Stone, Glass, and the various 
ways artists manipulate the materials to create their 
artwork. cvawausau.org

Merrill Historical Society Museum, Merrill · Free. 
Gallery hours Mon.-Fri. 9 am-1 pm. 715-536-5652. 
discovermerrillhistory.org

Keeping Up Appearances-Suds, Duds & Irons · 
Ongoing exhibit. This exhibit showcases more than 60 
individual & unique restored irons, washing devices & 
old laundry soap. discovermerrillhistory.org

Marathon City Heritage Center · Open from noon to 2 
pm on the second Sunday of each month from Oct. to 
April, Open Sun. 4/5 noon-2 pm and 5/3 noon-2 pm. 
715-443-2221. marathoncity.org

Marathon County Historical Society · Open Tues.-
Fri. 9 am-4:30 pm. Sat.-Sun. 1 pm-4:30 pm. 
marathoncountyhistory.org

The 1920s: Rebellion, Prosperity & Loss · Ongoing 
exhibit. Step back in time 100 years to learn what 
life was like in the roaring ‘20s. This exhibit captures 
the excitement around new forms of media like the 
radio & moving pictures, the realities of enforcing 
a national Prohibition of alcohol, the growth of 
electrified appliances to modernize life at work & in 
the home, and much more. marathoncountyhistory.
org

Peek Inside: See What We Collect and Why · 
Ongoing exhibit at the Marathon County Historical 
Society. View items on display and learn why they 
are a part of the Historical Society’s collection. 
marathoncountyhistory.org

Our Stories: The History of Marathon County · Jan. 
2022 thru Dec. 2025. Learn about the stories of 
people who lived in Marathon County for a long time. 
Themes include arriving here, making a living and 
having fun. marathoncountyhistory.org

Motorama Auto Museum, Aniwa · Open Wed.-Sat. 
9 am to 5 pm from May to Oct. Check out over 500 
rare, vintage vehicles. $10 admission, free for kids 15 
and under. motoramaautomuseum.org
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KIDS/TEENS
Family Story Time · Thursdays 8/1-8/29, Marathon 

County Public Library, Wausau. Children can listen 
to stories, listen to songs and learn through other 
literature-based activities. Starts at 10 am. Free. 715-
261-7220

Family Story Time · Thursdays 8/1-8/22, Marathon 
County Public Library, Marathon City. Children can 
listen to stories, sing songs and learn through other 
literature-based activities. Starts at 10:30 am. Free. 
715-443-2775

Backpack Buddies · Mon.-Sat. 8/12-8/17, Marathon 
County Public Library, Marathon City. Kids & tweens 
who love stringing beads can drop in to create a 
beaded dragonfly or other animal creation. Stop 
in anytime during regular business hours. Supplies 
provided. Free. 715-443-2775

Mini Paper Kites · Mon.-Sat. 8/12-8/17, Marathon 
County Public Library, Rothschild. Kids can create a 
fun, travel-size mini kite that they can fly this summer. 
Stop in anytime during regular business hours. Free. 
715-359-6208

Play and Learn · Wednesdays 8/14-8/28, Marathon 
County Public Library, Wausau. Staff from Children’s 
Wisconsin will read a story, share music and lead 
children through a craft project. Starts at 9:30 am. 
Free. 715-261-7220

Lemon Lab: Science & Sips · Thurs. 8/15, Children’s 
Imaginarium, Wausau. Learn about the scientific 
wonders of lemons with hands-on experiments. 
Create your own delicious & refreshing lemon drinks. 
Starts at 9 am. $30 members, $35 nonmembers. 
childrensimaginarium.org

Read to a Therapy Dog · Thurs. 8/15, Marathon County 
Public Library, Wausau. Kids can practice their reading 
skills this summer by sharing stories with therapy 
dogs. Starts at 1 pm. Free. 715-261-7220

Marble Maze in a Pizza Box Summer Camp · Fri. 8/16, 
Children’s Imaginarium, Wausau. Campers will plan, 
design, & test their mazes, then walk over to Polito’s 
Pizza for a slice of pizza & drink. Starts at 8:30 am. 
$55. childrensimaginarium.org

Seedling Science in the STEM Lab · Fri. 8/16, 
Children’s Imaginarium, Wausau. Learn about the 
fascinating world of plants, pollination, farm & STEM 
Lab garden tower. You will get to pot your own 
plant to take home. Starts at 10:30 am. Free with 
membership or daily admission to the museum. 
childrensimaginarium.org

Summer LEGO Block Party · Fri. 8/16, Marathon 
County Public Library, Marathon City. Children of all 
ages and families are invited to build creative projects 
using LEGO blocks. All blocks will be provided. Starts 
at 1 pm. Free. 715-443-2775

Story Time in the Park · Mon. 8/19, Alexander Airport 
Park, Wausau. Read books, sing songs and even get the 
parachute out. Starts at 10 am. Free. 715-261-7220

Pokémon Club · Mon. 8/19, Marathon County Public 
Library, Edgar. Enjoy Pokémon activities and play cards 
with other kids. Starts at 4 pm. Free. 715-352-3155 

Sunflower Weaving · Mon.-Sat. 8/19-8/24, Marathon 
County Public Library, Rothschild. Learn simple 
weaving techniques to create a unique flower using 
a paper plate & colorful yarn. Stop in anytime during 
regular business hours. Free. 715-359-6208

Camp Kindergarten · Tues.-Fri. 8/20-8/23, Children’s 
Imaginarium, Wausau. This four-day camp includes 
science workshops, making friends & practicing 
important skills. Starts at 8 am. $90 members, $100 
non-members. childrensimaginarium.org

Operation: Egg Drop · Tues. 8/20, Children’s 
Imaginarium, Wausau. Creativity & engineering 
join forces as campers collaborate & construct 
contraptions that defy gravity. Starts at 9 am. $80. 
childrensimaginarium.org

Family Story Time · Tues. 8/20, Marathon County Public 
Library, Rothschild. Children can listen to stories, 
sing songs and learn through other literature-based 
activities. Starts at 10:30 am. Free. 715-359-6208

Family Story Time · Tues. 8/20, Marathon County 
Public Library, Edgar. Children can listen to stories, 
sing songs and learn through other literature-based 
activities. Starts at 11 am. Free. 715-352-3155

Wild Wednesdays-Animal Quest · Wed. 8/21, 
Wildwood Station, 1800 S Roddis Ave, Marshfield. 
Animal Quest offers a variety of animal-related 
services through live animals, knowledge, enthusiasm 
& laughter. Starts at 11 am and 1 pm. Free. https://
www.ci.marshfield.wi.us

Summer LEGO Block Party · Wed. 8/21, Marathon 
County Public Library, Wausau. Children of all ages 

and families are invited to build creative projects 
using LEGO blocks. All blocks will be provided. Starts 
at 3 pm. Free. 715-261-7220

Lemon Lab: Science & Sips · Thurs. 8/22, Children’s 
Imaginarium, Wausau. Learn about the scientific 
wonders of lemons with hands-on experiments. 
Create your own delicious & refreshing lemon drinks. 
Starts at 9 am. $30 members, $35 nonmembers. 
childrensimaginarium.org

Wausau Teen Forensics Book Club: “One of Us is 
Lying” by Karen McManus · Thurs. 8/22, Marathon 
County Public Library, Wausau. When the creator of 
a high school gossip app mysteriously dies in front of 
four high-profile students, all four become suspects. 
It’s up to them to solve the case. This book club is just 
for teens. Starts at 3 pm. 715-261-7220 

Tweens & Teens Night Out-Zucchini · Thurs. 8/22, Food 
+ Farm Exploration Center, 3400 Innovation Dr, Plover. 
Learn how to make dishes with zucchini. Starts at 4 
pm. $35. 10% member discount. explorefoodandfarm.
org to register

Read to a Therapy Dog · Thurs. 8/22, Marathon County 
Public Library, Rothschild. Kids can practice their 
reading skills this summer by sharing stories with 
therapy dogs. Starts at 5 pm. Free. 715-359-6208

Rube Goldberg Challenge Camp · Fri. 8/23, 
Children’s Imaginarium, Wausau. Campers will craft 
contraptions, from pulleys to levers & gears to ramps. 
Starts at 9 am. $80. childrensimaginarium.org

Kid’s History Day · Fri. 8/23, Woodson History Center 
& Yawkey House Museum, Wausau. Students 
ages 7-13 can learn about history through tours 
downtown, interactive crafts, scavenger hunts and 
more. Starts at 9 am. $10. Preregistration required. 
marathoncountyhistory.org

STEM Literacy-ABC’s of Wausau · Fri. 8/23, Children’s 
Imaginarium, Wausau. Guest reader & author Cheryl 
Wolken will be reading the ABC’s of Wausau & signing 
copies of her book. Starts at 10:30 am & 1:30 pm. 
Free with membership or daily admission to the 
museum. childrensimaginarium.org

Summer LEGO Block Party · Fri. 8/23, Marathon 
County Public Library, Marathon City. Children of all 
ages and families are invited to build creative projects 
using LEGO blocks. All blocks will be provided. Starts 
at 1 pm. Free. 715-443-2775

Play & Learn: Finger Painting Fun! · Mon. 8/26, 
Marathon County Public Library, Stratford. A staff 
member from Children’s Wisconsin Marshfield Family 
Resource Center will be leading participants in a finger 
painting class. Starts at 10:30 am. Free. 715-687-4420

Ongoing
Greater Wausau Children’s Museum, Cedar Creek 

Mall, Rothschild. Open Tues-Thurs. 9 am-2 pm, Fri. & 
Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. 12 pm-5 pm. Closed Monday. $5 
per child 1-12 years, free for children under 1 year, $1 
for parents and caregivers. wausauchildrensmuseum.
org or 608-408-4668

Story Time for Young Children · Tuesdays, Greater 
Wausau Children’s Museum, Rothschild. Toddlers-
age 7 can enjoy stories and other activities. Starts at 
10 am. wausauchildrensmuseum.org or 608-408-4668

Wednesday Learning Centers · Every Weds., hosted by 
the Stevens Point Area YMCA and Boys & Girls Club 
of Portage County. Available for students in K thru 6th 
grade. Young learners will get the chance to socialize 
and learn after school. Centers are open all day. $10 
per child. More info at bgclubpc.org

Mini Monets · Wednesdays, Greater Wausau 
Children’s Museum, Rothschild. Preschool art 
program for children ages 2-5. Starts at 10 am. 
wausauchildrensmuseum.org or 608-408-4668

Family Storytime · Wednesdays, hosted online by T.B. 
Scott Free Library. Listen to stories, songs, and rhymes 
every Wednesday. Starts at 10 am. On Facebook Live

Kids Workshop · First Saturday of each month, Home 
Depot, 2705 Sherman St, Wausau. Starts at 9 am. 
Free. homedepot.com

Babes in the Gardens · Tuesdays, Monk Botanical 
Gardens, Wausau. Children ages 2 & under can 
enjoy a short story time or nature activity. Starts at 
8:30 am. $3 per child, free for members. Cash only. 
monkgardens.org

Tots in the Gardens · Tuesdays, Monk Botanical 
Gardens, Wausau. Each week, children ages 3-5 can 
learn about nature with an activity, crafts and story. 
Every month has a new theme. Starts at 10 am. $7 per 
child, free for members. Cash only. monkgardens.org

Summer Camp in the Gardens · Mon.-Fri. 6/3-8/16, 
Monk Botanical Gardens, Wausau. 10 week camp 
for ages 5-6, 7-8, 8-11 & Naturalists-in-Training ages 

12-16. No camp on the week of 7/4. Starts at 8:30 am. 
$212/child per week full days, $136/child half days. 
monkgardens.org

Camp Sturtevant · Mon.-Fri. 6/3-8/23, 2701 
Northwestern Ave, Wausau. Camp hours 6:30 am-6 
pm. woodsonymca.com

Day Camp · Ages 5-6 $205 members, $235 
nonmembers; ages 7-9 $202 members, $232 
nonmembers; ages 10-12 $202 members, $232 
nonmembers. 6/3-6/7 · S’more Summer Time 6/10-
6/14 · Dino-Mite 6/17-6/21 · Sky’s the Limit 6/24-6/28 
· Color Craze 7/1-7/3 · Stars & Stripes 7/8-7/12 · 
Wild, Wild, West · 7/15-7/19 · Shipwrecked 7/22-
7/26 · Y-Limpics 7/29-8/2 · Splashtacular 8/5-8/9 · 
Community Hero’s 8/12-8/16 · Where the Y-LD Things 
Are 8/19-8/23 · Best of the Best 

Afternoon Camp · Mon.-Fri. 6/3-8/23, for ages 5-12. 
$154/week members, $184/week nonmembers

Explorer’s Camp · Mon.-Fri. 6/10-8/16, for ages 10-
14. $295/week members (One Late-Night), $325/
week nonmembers (One Late-Night); $320 members 
overnight, $350 nonmembers overnight 

YMCA Camp Glacier Hollow · Mon.-Fri. 6/5-8/30, 
YMCA Camp Glacier Hollow, Amherst Junction. No 
camp on 7/4-7/5. Camp hours Mon.-Fri. 7 am-5:30 
pm. glacierhollow.com

Camp Glacier Hollow Day Camp · for ages 7-12. $190/
week members, $230/week nonmembers. $138/
members, $170 for nonmembers for 6/5-6/7. 6/5-6/7 
· Summer Kickstart 6/10-6/14 · Bug’s Life 6/17-6/21 
· Deserted Island 6/24-6/28 · Uniquely You 7/1-7/3 
· Out of This World 7/8-7/12 · Eco Adventure · 7/15-
7/19 · Wacky Waters 7/22-7/26 · Wild, Wild West 
7/29-8/2 · Mysteries of Glacier Hollow 8/5-8/9 · 
Glacier Hollow Olympics 8/12-8/16 · Y’ld Things 8/19-
8/23 · Sports Mania 8/26-8/30 · Messtival 

LIFELINES
Alcoholics Anonymous: www.aawausauwi.org  / AA 

Hotline: 1-715-503-0880
Medicare options through Security Health Plan · 

hosted weekly, hosted online by the Marshfield 
Clinic. Learn how Medicare plans offered by Security 
Health Plan of Wisconsin can help you afford quality 
insurance. Visit securityhealth.org/OnlineEvent

Personal Needs Closet · First United Methodist Church, 
903 3rd St, Wausau. Free toilet paper, paper towel, 
soap, personal toiletries and laundry detergent. Enter 
from parking lot on Fulton St. 2nd Tuesdays 1-3 pm, 
4th Saturdays 9-11 am. 715-842-2201

Claire’s Critter Closet · First United Methodist Church, 
903 3rd St, Wausau. Free cat food, dog food, beds, 
toys, treats, collars and cat litter. Enter from parking 
lot on Fulton St. 2nd Tuesdays 1-3 pm, 4th Saturdays 
9-11 am. 715-842-2201

Blood Drive · Thurs.-Fri. 8/15-8/16, Stevens Point Blood 
Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts 
at 8:30 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Thurs. 8/15, St Paul’s United Methodist, 
600 Wilshire, Stevens Point. Starts at 10 am. 
Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Fri. 8/16, St John Lutheran Church, 901 
Eleventh St, Mosinee. Starts at 12 pm. Redcrossblood.
org

Blood Drive · Mon. 8/19, District 1 Brewing Company, 
200 Division St N, Stevens Point. Starts at 11 am. 
Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Mon.-Tues. 8/19-8/20, Stevens Point 
Blood Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. 
Starts at 12 pm. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Tues. 8/20, St Peters Church, 5001 County 
Rd G, Eagle River. Starts at 12 pm. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Wed. 8/21, Cabaret Cove, 1540 Pueblo 
Dr, Rhinelander. Starts at 11 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Thurs.-Fri. 8/22-8/23, Stevens Point Blood 
Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts 
at 8:30 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Mon.-Tues. 8/26-8/27 Stevens Point 
Blood Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. 
Starts at 12 pm. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Thurs.-Fri. 8/29-8/30, Stevens Point Blood 
Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts 
at 8:30 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Fri. 8/30, Wausau Elks Lodge 248, 414 
Scott St, Wausau. Starts at 10 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Mon. 9/2, Stevens Point Blood Donation 
Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts at 8:30 
am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Tues. 9/3, Stevens Point Blood Donation 
Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts at 12 pm. 
Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Thurs.-Fri. 9/5-9/6, Stevens Point Blood 
Donation Center, 3210C Main St, Stevens Point. Starts 
at 8:30 am. Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Thurs. 9/5, Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 2000 Roosevelt Dr, Plover. Starts at 1 pm. 
Redcrossblood.org

VOLUNTEERING
OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer Opportunities for the Week of Aug. 12, 2024
Find More Donation + Volunteer Opportunities! Go 

to the United Way Volunteer Connection volunteer 
website at unitedwaymc.galaxydigital.com. 

Make A BIG Difference! Saturday, October 26 is 
Make A Difference Day! For elderly and disabled 
homeowners, seasonal lawn presents a significant 
challenge. United Way of Marathon County wants to 
help relieve that worry by coordinating volunteers to 
rake these yards. Gather your group and register with 
Carly: channey@unitedwaymc.org or 715-298-5719. 
To register your yard to be raked, call 211 during 
business hours now until September 30.

Flexible Volunteer Opportunity! Better Together 
matches adults with disabilities to volunteers to form 
an inclusive friendship and grow authentic inclusion 
in our community. Most friends meet up twice a 
month, doing whatever they like to do, anything 
from grabbing coffee or cooking a meal to watching/
playing a sport! Ages 18+. Contact Samantha at (715) 
347-7461 or sszynskie@odcinc.com to get started!

Love To Teach? GiGi’s Playhouse needs volunteers 
for dance, kitchen, music, literacy tutoring, and 
movement-based programming. Training is 
provided. Programs serve all ages of participants and 
program schedules vary! Email volunteerwausau@
gigisplayhouse.org or complete a volunteer application 
at gigisplayhouse.org/wausau/volunteer to get started!

Friendly Faces Needed! Heartland Hospice is looking 
for volunteers to spend quality time providing 
companionship to individuals receiving hospice care. 
Activities may include reading, playing cards, going on 
walks, and providing caregiver relief. Flexible schedule 
set by you! Please contact Mary at 715-344-4541 or 
Mary.Dulske@Heartlandhospice.com to sign up.

Free On Wednesdays? Wausau Area Mobile Meals 
is looking for a regular volunteer to deliver meals 
to the elderly and disabled in our community on 
Wednesdays, 11am to 1pm.  Please reach out to 
Doris Spooner for more information: 715-848-5848, 
wamobilemeals@yahoo.com. 

Reception & Customer Service - Good News Project 
is looking for volunteers to answer phones, fill in 
paperwork, & greet guests. Other small duties may be 
assigned during down time. This position would need 
to commit at least a ½ day per week on a regular 
schedule. If you are interested in helping out, please 
go to https://www.goodnewswi.com/volunteer-
application/ to fill out an application OR contact 
Rouleen at (715) 843-5985. Thank you!

Health Equipment Sanitization and Restocking: Good 
News Project currently needs volunteers on a weekly 
basis to assist with the turn-around of donated medical 
equipment.  Items need to be sanitized, reassembled, 
and the coordination of inventory is required to meet 
ongoing client needs.  We attempt to help volunteers 
find a 2–3-hour shift that fits best within their schedule 
during our regular business hours, Mon. – Fri. from 9-4. 
Call 715-843-5985, M-F 9 am - 4 pm, or email Rouleen 
at rouleen@goodnewswi.com for inquires.

IN-KIND DONATED 
ITEMS NEEDED

More Donation + Volunteer Opportunities! Go to the 
United Way Volunteer Connection volunteer website 
at unitedwaymc.galaxydigital.com.  

Food Donations Needed! The Good Shepherd Shelter 
is in need of soft foods, such as cereal, granola bars, 
pudding snacks, and fruit cups. Please contact Nathan 
at nturajski@cclse.oreg or (715) 849-3311 to arrange 
drop off.

Hygiene Items Needed! The Neighbors’ Place is in 
need of hygiene and household cleaning products. 
Groups interested in initiating and planning a drive for 
donations are also welcome. For further information, 
please contact Elizabeth at (715) 845-1966.

Donate your Deer Hide · drop off your hide at 
Wisconsin Lions Camp. Money raised from deer hides 
go to the Lions Camp to help serve others. Go to 
https://wlf.info/deer-hide-collection/ to find a drop-
off location near you.



FAMILY ART TENT
Creative activities for
children with their family.

YOUNG
COLLECTOR MARKET
Children 12 and under
can view and purchase
donated art.

SILENT AUCTION
Bid on art donated by
participating artists to
fund an art scholarship.

STILL YOUNG @ ART
Classes taught by
professional artists in
the upper classroom
area of the CVA next to
the Grand Theater.

Festival of ArtsFestival of ArtsFestival of Arts

Downtown WausauDowntown WausauDowntown Wausau
COLLECTOR MARKET
Children 12 and under
can view and purchase
donated art.

Festival of Arts

Downtown Wausau
September 7th 10-5 PM
September 8th 10-4 PM

#outofthisworldart

In addition to over one hundred
artists, the square will be filled with

LIVE MUSIC, GOOD FOOD, and COLD
DRINKS along with festival favorites.

For more information:
Phone: 715.842.1676
info@wausaufoa.org
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OUR 2024 STILL YOUNG @ ART CLASS LINE-UP:

SESSION 1: Saturday 9/7 from 9-Noon with Linda Raether
RUG HOOKING: “GARDEN BUTTERFLY”
Learn a single stitch & simple finishing technique to hand hook a butterfly
design for a small garden stake/plant poke. A wide variety of colors/textures
of wool fibers available for adding your own design details
to a basic butterfly shape.

SESSION 2: Saturday 9/7 from 1:30-3:30 with Diane Shabino
WATERCOLOR: “FLORAL WREATHS”
Create small scale watercolors of spring, fall and/or winter/holiday floral
wreaths using archival paper suitable for framing or use on notecards.

SESSION 3: Sunday 9/8 from 10:00-12:00 with Nancy Laliberte
MIXED MEDIA JOURNALING: “THE ART OF CREATIVITY”
Students will get a colorful and creative introduction to mixed media
journaling using fun, hands-on techniques with a variety of art supplies. Class
includes a journal for you to keep.

SESSION 4: Sunday 9/8 from from 1:30-3:30 with Krista Botsford
ACRYLIC: “MONOPRINTING”
Create one-of-a-kind prints on a plastic template using acrylic paint with
options for stencils and inclusions. Unique prints or a series of related
images will be ready to take home!

MOST classes $25 - 15 participants/class
To register or for more information

use the QR code in this ad or visit our website.

Sponsored bypresented bySPONSORED BY:

REGISTER
FOR
CLASSES
HERE:

WEBSITE:
www.wausaufoa.org
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THE BUZZ by Evan J. Pretzer

Bakery under 
the moon 
Alanna �ao recently opened 
Moonlit Bakery on Wausau’s 
north side

The chance to take your child to work with you either 
does not happen or only occurs once a year at most places, 
but, in a new Wausau bakery, Alanna �ao plays this day 
out regularly. 

�e former home and market baker is the face behind 
�e Moonlit Bakery LLC on Wausau’s west side. �e shift 
from basement and bustling markets to brick-and-mortar 
o�cially took place in July. �ao had been operating out 
of her basement but as the numbers increased, so many 
people coming into her home started to seem unsettling. 

So she built up a strong customer base that she could 
transition into a brick and mortar business instead.  

“After a year or two I was con�dent and thought ‘Maybe 
I can stop chasing them now and they can start coming to 
me,’” �ao says. “�is is why I decided to take the big leap. 
We signed a contract with the realtor in February and 
have done minor remodels and decorating since then.”

Besides the macarons and fusions of croissants with 
cookies, there are products like boba, bread, and some 
meats. �e last is not a regular occurrence at many baker-
ies, but �ao adds this is part of a retirement plan for her 
parents to oversee a deli if they wish to when the time 
comes. If they decline, �ao and her husband are debating 
doing away with deli items and focusing on baked goods. 

Either way, another generation of baker is operating in 
the business.

“My daughter’s bakery is in the back corner,” �ao 
says. “Her little place to play is the Starlight Bakery in the 
Starlight Corner. She hires the little customers who come 
in and we have a miniature cake they can buy and add 
water to before microwaving it. She is the best employee.” 

In the future, �ao sees her space as one where kids can 
come and hang out and be safe, a possible host for pop-up 
businesses without an existing physical presence. While 
there has been a bakery boom recently, with two Ukranian 
bakeries and �e Chocolate Cafe opening recently, �ao is 
not worrying about standing out at all. 

“I do not know why so many are here now,” she says. 

“�ere is a great and huge bakery community and I wish 
we could support each other more. Some may say it is 
competition, but is it really when we are all doing di�erent 
things? I do not think Wausau is getting saturated.” 

�e Moonlit Bakery LLC is located at 1720 Merrill 
Ave. in the former space for Royal Deli. �ose wanting to 
know more information can go visit �e Moonlit Bakery’s 
Facebook page. 

Evan J. Pretzer is a freelance contributor to City Pages. He can be 
reached at evanjpretzer.com or evan.pretzer@protonmail.com.

Alanna Thao poses in a chair with one of her macaron cookie pillows at her The Moonlit Bakery business. 
The spot at 1720 Merrill Ave. in Wausau is part of a wave of recent bakery openings. 



QUALITY LANDSCAPING FOR SENIORS

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS
AND SENIOR DISCOUNTS
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PLEASE CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE AT
715-302-9218

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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Member SIPC

JB Chadwick, CRPCTM, CRPSTM

Financial Advisor
212 Grand Avenue, Wausau, WI 54403

534-356-4443
> edwardjones.com

Don’t let politics drive your
investments.
Let’s talk about your options.

Are you looking for your
next stable career?
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for current openings and get your application in today. Equal Opportunity Employer

Hiring 1st, 2nd & 3rd shift
positions at the

Marathon City location

Advancement Opportunities
Great Bene�ts Package

Paid Vacation
Employee Appreciation Events

Company match 401(k)

2nd shift wages
starting at

$21.87 & higher
Check our website at
www.mcheese.com

Patty’s
Music

405729

WAUSAU’S

LARGEST SOURCE
OF SHEET MUSIC
Stop in for your back to school

supplies of method books, reeds,
valve oil and cleaning kits.

Open: Tuesday - Friday 11 AM - 6 PM
Saturday 10 AM - 3 PM

Closed: Sunday & Monday

224 E. Kent St., Wausau, WI 54403
Phone: 715-907-1144

pattysmusicllc@gmail.com

Life Changes? Explore your options.
Patti Hoerter, FIC, RICP®

Financial Associate
1200 W Campus Dr Ste 2, Wausau, WI 54401
patti.hoerter@thrivent.com • 715-571-2171

27193 R6-20
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Jamie Schlei Agency, LLC
Scho�eld, WI • (715) 359-2400
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715.907.4555 • peakmovers.com

REDEEM THIS COUPON FOR
$100 OFF

YOUR NEXT MOVE!
(3 hour minimum)

PEAK OF THE MOVING BUSINESS

Clip & Save

CALL
NATHAN!
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Contact UsToday! 855.607.8242

Scan Here:

We Offer Assessments, Counseling
& Psychiatric Services forYour Child
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Blueberries
Utech’s Rainbow Farm
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• Steps
• Sidewalks
• Basement Floors
• Garage Floors
• Driveways
• Patios

Concrete Raising WI LLC

www.ableconcreteraisingwausau.com
acrwausau@yahoo.com
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lawnmowing ▪spring/fallcleanup ▪ landscaping
mulchbeds ▪ lawn install/repair ▪aeration

shrubtrimming ▪stumpgrinding ▪ snowplowing/salting
Servicing commercial & residential customers for over 15 years

Call Ben @ 715-573-9827
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Master Plumber Restricted ● Certi�ed Soil Tester
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL EXCAVATING & PLUMBING

Septic System Install & Repair | Septic Tank Pumping
Septic Evaluations | Site Prep | Roads | Basements | Food Plots

CRUSHED AND SCREENED AGGREGATE
Fill | Road Gravel | Screen Sand | Top Dirt | Washed Stone

STUART HANSON mprs #227138 · JASON HANSON mprs #262025
P.O. Box 349 Wittenberg, WI 54499 | 715.253.2020
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257641

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING,
SIDING, SEAMLESS GUTTERS

PH: 715-350-9779

ROOFING

LANG&SON

We work year roundNOW OFFERING

SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING
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• Order Bulk by Phone
• Order Small Items Online
• Pickup in Person

397531

Landscaping &
Gardening Supplies

Kindred Spirit Books
And Gi�s
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1028 Main Street • Stevens Point, WI 54481

Mon - Fri: 11am-6pm
Sat: 10am-5pm
715-342-4891

626 E. Bridge St. • Wausau, WI 54403 • 920-373-1343
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Thimbleberry Books
166 South Central • Marsh�eld, WI 54449

thimbleberry@frontier.comHOURS
Monday through
Saturday
10am-3pm
Closed
Sundays

USEDAND
UNUSUAL
715-387-3049
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