
Dustin Dengel DDS
Looking for a dentist that treats your
family like their own?
Merrill native, Dr. Dustin Dengel, is now
accepting new patients in Wausau - a
short drive from Merrill. Call our office to
schedule today.

Szmanda Dental Center - Rib Mountain
227071 Hummingbird Rd, Wausau, WI 54401
Call (715) 845-3200 to set up your
appointment today

423066

Advancement Opportunities
Great Benefits Package • Paid Vacation

Employee Appreciation Events
Company Match 401(k)

Check our website for current openings. E.O.E

www.mcheese.com/join-our-team

Join our team, where your
dedication and passion will

be appreciated. You will matter
at Marathon Cheese!
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1400 Logan Ave. • Merrill • 715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-1

Merrill Country Store

DEER CORN
50 LB. BAG

$799DEER
CANDY

$1529 TROPHY
ROCKS

$1459

425305

BUYING? SELLING? LET’S TALK!

Kevin J. Blake
(715) 204-0084
www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

Thank you for your service,
dedication, and bravery.

Shop‘Til You
Drop

$

Grand prize
See Our Ad in Next Weeks
Paper for all the details!

24th Annual Poker Run
Saturday, November 16, 2024

750750
NEW-Enter into the
“$200 Golden Egg”

Bonus Poker Run Prize!

IF YOU DON’T GET A
PAPER AT YOUR HOME OR
BUSINESS EVERY WEEK...
Please contact your Local Post Master

or speak with your mail carrier

Direct mailed by zip code to
over 14,600 homes every Thursday! 35
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Trunk or Treat

This little guy is all smiles! It’s a safe bet he got a treat and not a 
trick. Joseph Frederick photos.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

It’s like trick-or-treating, 
but it’s within a set area, 
usually a parking lot, and 
it involves children going 
between decorated vehicles 
instead of  homes. It’s called 
trunk-to-trunk treating, 
or trunk or treat, or some 
variation of  this, because 
the vehicle trunks are 
generally opened up and 
decorated, with vehicle 
owners sitting nearby - 
often also in costume to fit 
the theme of  their vehicle’s 
trunk - to hand out candy. 
Of  course, it doesn’t have 
to be a car with a trunk. 
It might be an SUV with 

the back hatch open or a 
truck bed backed up and 
decorated - which often 
works better. 

Trunk-or-treating events 
began some years ago and 
are often sponsored by 
area churches, schools, or 
non-profit organizations 
as a way to make trick-or-
treating safer and to create 
a fun Halloween-themed 
event for the entire family.

In Merrill, several area 
churches held trunk-or-
treating events this year, 
including St. Stephens 
Church, with their event 
being held on Halloween 
Day, and Trinity Lutheran 

Is it Christmas? No it’s Grinchmas at Halloween! Trick or treat!
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Despite much colder temperatures than in previous 
weeks and a dreary, rainy day, children throughout Merrill 
donned their Halloween costumes, many dressed as their 
favorite movie or cartoon character, animal, or ghoul, to 
knock on doors and declare “trick or treat” in residential 
neighborhoods last Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024. Inflatable 
dinosaurs and giant pigs, tigers and Dorothy from the 

“Trick or treat!” Tina L. Scott photos.

Merrill community goes all out for Halloween!

Photo 1. Strange creatures lurk in the dark shadows of the 
night in Merrill around All Hallows Eve. Photo 2. What in the 
name of creepy is this menagerie? Entering this house at 
night is not for the faint of heart! Photo 3. Larger than life 
scythe wielding terror awaits in this yard. Photo 4. Haybales, 
pumpkins, and scarecrows ... autumn is here! Photo 5. The 
collection of inflatables in this yard creates an inviting, kid-
friendly night-time scene. Joseph Frederick photos.
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See TRUNK OR 
TREAT page 3

See TRICK OR TREAT! page 2

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com



Thank you
Our family would like to
extend or deepest gratitude to
our friends and Pastor Love that
have supported us during the loss
of Scott Pfaff. Your kind words,
gifts and generosity have been
greatly appreciated.

The Pfaff Family
424701

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

424580In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Beef Ground
80-20%, Frozen
13.5 oz.........................................ONLY

$249

Ham Smoked
Boneless - Frozen
6 lbs......................................ONLY

$129
a lb

French Fries
Shoestring - Frozen
4.5 lbs..........................................ONLY

$499

Sausage Links
Fully Cooked
Frozen
10 lbs...................................ONLY

$129
a lb

Hot Dogs
Frozen
12 oz............................................ONLY

$129

Hashbrown
Oval Patties - Frozen
4.5 oz...........................................ONLY

$399

Sweet Potatoes
French Fries - Frozen
32 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Pork Sausage
Mild - Frozen
16 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Flat Iron Steak
Uncooked - Frozen
10 oz.....................................ONLY

$699
a lb

Butter Salted
8 oz..............................................ONLY

$169

American Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$799

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz...............................................ONLY99¢

Shredded Cheese
3 Blend
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$899

Cheddar Cheese
Sliced
Ghost Pepper
16 oz............................................ONLY

$229

Mozzarella Cheese
Diced
10 lbs....................................ONLY

$179
a lb

Yogurt Cherry
w/Chocolate Curls
12-6 oz ........................................ONLY

$199

Turkeys
Whole - Frozen
14 lbs.....................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Ocean Perch
Fillets
Frozen
5 lbs.............................................ONLY

$499

Sun Flower Seeds
Black Oil
50 lbs.....................................ONLY

$1799

Cracker Sandwich
w/cheese
40-1.35 oz ...................................ONLY

$599

Cherry Pie Filling
21 oz............................................ONLY

$129

Cream of
Mushroom Soup
10.5 oz..........................................ONLY79¢

Turkey Breast
Hickory Smoked, Frozen
8 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Onion Rings
Breaded - Frozen
2.5 lbs..........................................ONLY

$399

Chicken Breast
Chunks Uncooked
Seasoned, Frozen
6 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Sausage Crumbles
Chorizo, Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs.......................................ONLY69¢

a lb

Chicken Tenders
Skinless, Boneless
Frozen
3 lbs.............................................ONLY

$599

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Pork Crumbles
Italian-Fully Cooked-Frozen
5 lbs.......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Chicken Breast
Skinless-Boneless-Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Salami
Cotto - Frozen
16 oz......................................ONLY99¢

a lb

Cheese Pizza
12 in, Frozen
21 oz............................................ONLY

$199

Summer Sausage
Garlic
16 oz............................................ONLY

$169

Bugles
Original
12-2.5 oz .....................................ONLY

$599

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

2011 E. Main Street
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 536-7121

Fax: (715) 539-3686

Ad & News Deadlines:
Display Advertising:
12:30 p.m. Monday

Classified Advertising:
11:30 a.m. Monday

News or press release submissions
must be one week prior to pub date.

THE FOTO NEWS (ISSN 0191-8958) is published weekly by Multi Media Channels LLC, N2919
County Road QQ, Waupaca WI 54981. Subscription price by mail: $100 per year; domestic U.S. Mail
only, nonrefundable but transferable. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE FOTO NEWS,
2011 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.

Patrick J. Wood
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publisher@mmclocal.com

Tim Schreiber
General Manager
tschreiber@mmclocal.com

Niki Piechota
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Tina L. Scott
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tscott@mmclocal.com

Jennifer Gartmann
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Heidi Schult
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Heidi Griebel
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Chocolate Coating
Wafers
Dark, White or Milk
$369 lb.
$64 for 25 lbs

BACON SALE
While Supplies Last!
Hickory Smoked
Bacon
$63 for 15 lbs.

DELI SPECIALS
Smokey Bacon Cheese
$649 lb.

Pickle Loaf
$549 lb.

Whole Smoked
Turkeys
$399 lb.

Chocolate Stars
$719 lb.

Mint Chocolate Chips
$399 lb.

Lemon Chips
$449 lb.

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.

42
14

67

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

p

psps

s.

oked

GLAZED FRUIT
Cherry Pineapple Mix, Supreme Diced
Fruit Mix, Red or Green Whole Cherries
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As darkness begins to fall, the light from a front porch lends an 
eerie glow to these two tricker-or-treaters.

A line of trick-or-treaters approach while others get ready to 
head to the next house. Tina L. Scott photos.

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

A group of trick-or treaters is all smiles, except for the child 
peering out from inside the dinosaur costume.

Wizard of  Oz, princesses 
and sunflowers, witches 
and skeletons, cowgirls and 
Cookie Monster, hunters 
and clowns, Mickey Mouse 
and more roamed the 
community collecting bags 
of  candy. 

Despite the weather, the 
turnout seemed typical, 
and many parents and kids 
were just thankful they 
didn’t have to trick or treat 
in snow like some years in 
Wisconsin.

TRICK OR TREAT! from page 1

Eight ways to honor 
veterans this year

Millions of  people make 
considerable sacrifices 
to protect the freedoms 
of  their fellow citizens. 
According to the Pew 
Research Center and data 
from the Department of  
Veterans Affairs and the 
U.S. Census Bureau, there 
are currently more than 18 
million living veterans in 
the United States. 

The term veteran refers 
to a person who served in 
the active military, naval, 
air service, or space service 
and was discharged or 

released under conditions 
other than dishonorable. In 
the U.S., there are actually 
five types of  protected 
veterans, according to the 
Vietnam Era Veterans’ 
Readjustment Assistance 
Act of  1974. Under 
VEVRAA, a veteran may 
be classified as a disabled 
veteran, recently separated 
veteran, active duty 
wartime or campaign badge 
veteran, or Armed Forces 
service medal veteran.

Veterans deserve respect 
and admiration all year 

long, but also get their own 
holiday each November. 
Veterans Day celebrates 

veterans’ patriotism and 
willingness to sacrifice 
and serve. This Veterans 
Day, people can consider 
these eight unique ways 
to honor the veterans in 
their community.

1. Attend events. 
Organize or participate 
in local Veterans Day 
celebrations, such as 
parades and ceremonial 
events.

2. Get involved 
with veterans’ affairs. 
Support veterans by 
volunteering with 
organizations that assist 
them, such as the VA, 
local veteran’s groups, 
VA hospitals, or charities 
dedicated to veteran 
services.

3. Petition for 
veteran speakers. 
Reach out to schools, 
scout troops, or other 
groups and arrange 

opportunities for veterans 
to share their stories and 
contributions. Learning 
about the sacrifices these 
men and women made 
can heighten individuals’ 
appreciation for veterans.

4. Support the 
families of veterans. 
Reach out to veterans’ 
families, who also must 
make sacrifices and 
concessions. Anything 
from shopping, babysitting, 
doing chores, or making a 
meal can help the families 
of  veterans.

5. Make a donation. 
If  finances allow, make 
contributions to reputable 
charities that provide 
services for veterans like 
those that offer mental 
health counseling or job 
placement services. If  there 
isn’t a charity that fits with 
your vision, start one.

6. Hire veterans to 
work. If  you are a business 
owner or hiring manager, 
consider hiring veterans 

for open positions at 
your company. It can be 
challenging to re-enter 
the workforce after 
service, so make it known 
that your firm welcomes 
veterans.

7. Offer personal 
acknowledgements. 
Take the time to speak 
to veterans and thank 
them for their service. 
If  possible, when dining 
out, ask the server if  
you can pay for the meal 
of  a veteran who also is 
dining that day.

8. Don’t forget 
the fallen veterans. 
Although Memorial Day 
is designed to honor 
those who lost their lives 
through military service, 
people still can honor 
the fallen veterans on 
Veterans Day by sharing 
stories or placing flags at 
veteran cemeteries.

Veterans Day is 
celebrated on November 
11, marking an 
opportunity to express 
one’s gratitude and 
support for the scores of  
veterans who have served 
honorably.  

 Stock photo.



JOIN NOW AND
GET THE REST OF

THE YEAR FOR FREE,
WITH A TOY DONATION!

536-2481www.riversideathletic.com
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“Three years ago, I set an easy goal
for myself. After reaching that goal, I
set a more difficult goal. Now working

out is a part of my routine.”

Established in 1981 Megan Kautzer

Landscaping by:
Quality Lawn

Residential & Commercial
• We specialize in lawn installation
and renovation!

We also do:
• Brick pavers
• Retaining walls
• Drain tile
• Small excavation & dozing
• Brush clearing
We are owner-operators with high attention

to detail & quality since 2001

715-849-9665 376153

Special
pricing

for
Black
friday

GET A HEAD START
ON THE HOLIDAYS!

715-536-5922
Home FurnisHings

Like us on Facebook!

With FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal of Old,
Miller’s Home Furnishings of Merrill is Just plain Smart!

AT

bLack

SaLE
friday

We are
over

Stocked
With

reclinerS

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm • Friday 8am-7pm • Saturday 9am-1pm
Sunday By Appointment • 715-536-5922

4 Floors Of Quality
On Merrill’s West Side
www.miller-furniture.comLike us on

Facebook!
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Allan’s
Barber Chair
306 Grand Avenue • Merrill, WI

715-921-0900 • Appointments Required

Please plan ahead one week
for your next appointment.

Thanks for your business!
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Every Wednesday until Nov. 13
8:30 am – 4:00 pm

Lincoln County Health Department
607 N. Sales Street, Ste. 101, Merrill

We are happy to schedule
appointments on different days to
better accommodate. Just call or

email us.

Walk inWednesdays
Adult Flu Clinics

Contact us if you have questions about
flu, COVID-19 or immunizations.
715-536-0307 | LCHealth@co.lincoln.wi.us
lincolncountyhealthdepartment.com

Vaccines Available
High Dose Flu
Regular Flu

Accept Security Health
Commercial Insurance,
Medicare Part B, Security
Health Medicare
Advantage and Railroad
Retirement. Please bring
your insurance card.
If you do not have these
insurance plans, cash,
checks or credit cards
are accepted.

We now haveModerna
COVID-19 Vaccine.
Call to learnmore!

Stay Healthy thisWinter!
Now is the Time to Get
Your Flu & COVID Vaccines
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A fun Christian-campfire-fall-themed booth uses cute decorations and a play on words and 
volunteers get ready to hand out candy. 

Trinity Lutheran Church had vehicles with open trunks for “Trunk or Treat” creating a perimeter 
around their parking lot, and costumed children were making their way from trunk to trunk looking 
for treats. Joseph Frederick photos.

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

A strong police presence 
helped keep things orderly at 
the annual church-sponsored 
event.

Church, with their event 
being held the Saturday 
before on Oct. 26, 2024. 

Trinity reportedly had 
a turnout of  more than 
1,000 people who came to 
their church parking lot on 
the corner of  W. Main St. 
and State S. in Merrill, to 
either volunteer or enjoy 
the day. Volunteers created 
29 car/trunk displays and 
also coordinated a contest 
for the best decorated 
vehicle/trunk, door prizes, 
refreshments, and a prayer 
station inside.

TRUNK OR 
TREAT 
from page 1

Dear Reader,
In the first half  of  life, 

many people are driven by a 
desire for achievement, status, 
and wealth. Their energy 
is focused outward, fueled 
by ambition, competition, 
and the pursuit of  tangible 
rewards. They define success 
in terms of  material gain and 
recognition from others—
feeding the body and self-image, often in 
a restless quest for more. Their essence 
becomes intertwined with the identity 
they construct through aggressive actions 
and societal expectations.

But as they enter the second half  of  
life, the tide shifts. The outer world, with 
its demands for money and power, loses 
its grip. These individuals have achieved 
much—perhaps too much—and now they 
begin to hear the quieter call of  the soul. 
It’s a transition from external striving to 
internal reflection, a shift from “doing” to 
“being.”

In this phase, the emphasis on material 
things, titles, and accolades fades. They 
realize that no matter how much they 
accumulate, it can never fully satisfy the 
deeper hunger for meaning and fulfillment. 
So, they turn inward, seeking to nourish 
the soul instead of  the body, shifting 

their focus to things of  lasting 
value—relationships, legacy, 
inner peace, and wisdom.

Like travelers who have 
returned from an epic journey, 
they no longer feel the same 
urge to conquer new territories. 
Instead, they are content to 
“be” in the moment, to observe 
and reflect rather than to push 

and assert. They are less concerned with 
leaving a mark on the world, for they have 
come to understand that true contentment 
lies not in chase but in the arrival.

They may still seek adventure, but 
it’s a different kind—one that nurtures 
the soul rather than the ego. This phase 
of  life is not about acquiring more, but 
about letting go, about finding peace in 
simplicity and embracing the richness of  
the present moment. The second half  of  
life is about becoming whole, about uniting 
the outward success with inner serenity. 
They are no longer climbing the mountain; 
they are sitting on the summit, taking in 
the view.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Better Half

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Check
Us Out
Online!

merrillfotonews.com

Please send  
announcements,  
news briefs,  

photo submissions and
letters to the editor to:
tscott@mmclocal.com



All I want
is for my
MOM
in heaven

To know how much
I Love and Miss her.

Love your,
Family, Friends and

Chester

Ellen Gilliard
1930-2021

Ellen GilliardEllen Gilliard
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Amy Jo Re ichert
 Amy Jo Re ichert, age 50, passed away on Mon day, Oc to ber
28, 2024, at the Rib Lake Health Ser vices fa cil ity, while
under the care of Hope Hos pice. Amy Jo was the daugh ter of
Carol Re ichert and was born in Mer rill on No vem ber 7,
1973. She at tended Mer rill High School.
 Amy Jo was the pri mary care giver for her mother, Carol,
until she died on March 22, 2020. She cher ished her time
spent with fam ily and friends and her kitty, “Tac”. Amy Jo
en joyed spend ing time in a good book or watch ing movies.
She was a very thought ful and gen er ous per son that would
look for ward to get ting gifts for every one, es pe cially dur ing
Christ mas. Amy Jo will be sadly missed, but never for got ten.
 Amy Jo is sur vived by some aunts, un cles, cousins and of
course, her kitty “Tac”. She was pre ceded in death by her
grand par ents, mother and some aunts.
 No ser vices will be held. A pri vate in ter ment will take place
at a later date at the Luther Memo r ial Ceme tery in the town
of Sch ley.
 Amy Jo’s fam ily would like to ex tend a sin cere thank you to
the staff at Rib Lake Health Ser vices and Hope Hos pice for
their care, com pas sion and com fort they had shown to Amy
Jo dur ing her last days.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

Paul Deron Ku dick
Paul Deron Ku dick,
age 58, of the town
of Scott, passed
away un ex pect edly
at home on Mon ‐
day, Oc to ber 28, 2024. He was
born on May 20, 1966 to the
late Ralph Ku dick and Vir ginia
Hen richs   in   Mer rill.    Paul
at tended and grad u ated from
Mer rill High School, which is
where he met and fell in love
with his high school sweet ‐
heart, Kathy Biller. They were
united in mar riage on April 8,
1986 in Mer rill. She sur vives.

Paul en listed in the United States Air Force and proudly
served his coun try until his hon or able re tire ment from the
mil i tary, serv ing al most 22 years. He was a pa tri otic man
that loved his coun try.
 Paul  was  a  jour ney man  at  Mitchell  Met als,  and  was
cur rently an en gi neer at Mer rill Tool and Water Jet. He was a
skilled wood worker and was proud of his brand, Grain Bin
Wood Craft ing, where he would de sign and craft ink pens
out of all types of ma te ri als, in clud ing antlers. They were
unique  and  thought ful  gifts  that  he  would  share  with his
fam ily and friends. You could al ways find Paul out in his
work shop work ing on some thing; he was al ways busy! He
was a per fec tion ist, a strong-willed man and was well-loved
by many. Paul was an an i mal lover and en joyed his cats. He
was an ac tive mem ber of the V.F.W. Post 1638 in Mer rill,
serv ing as a past ju nior vice com man der and he en joyed
being the Bingo caller. Paul will be missed, but his love and
mem o ries will re main for ever.
 Paul leaves be hind his wife: Kathy Ku dick, sons: An drew
Ku dick  (Shelby)  and  Nicholas  (Heather)  Ku dick, grand ‐
chil dren: Oliver and Elowyn and his brother: Robin (Martha)
Ku dick, as well as many good friends and neigh bors. He is
pre ceded in death by his par ents: Ralph Ku dick and Vir ginia
Hen richs, grand par ents that helped raise him: Al fred and
Alv ina Ku dick and sis ter: Kathryn Smith.
 The  memo r ial  ser vice  for  Paul  was  held  on  Sat ur day,
No vem ber 2, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. at Waid Fu neral Home in
Mer rill.  Traci  Fick  of fi ci ated  and  of fered  sup port  to  the
fam ily. Vis i ta tion was held on Sat ur day, No vem ber 2, 2024
from  1:00 p.m.  until  the  time  of  the  ser vice,  also  at  the
fu neral  home.  Mil i tary  hon ors  im me di ately  fol low  the
ser vice.
 Fam ily wishes to ex press their thanks and grat i tude to the
med ical per son nel and first re spon ders that came to as sist
Paul. Their ef forts and kind ness were ap pre ci ated.
 In lieu of flow ers, please di rect do na tions in Paul’s name to
the local V.F.W. Post 1638.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

Mar garet ‘Peggy Savaske’ Jame son
 Mar garet ‘Peggy Savaske’
Jame son, of Stevens Point,
passed  away  on  Thurs day,
Oc to ber 24, 2024,  at  the age
of  69.
 Peggy, a dou ble lung trans ‐
plant re cip i ent nearly eight
years  ago,  re cently  faced
com pli ca tions  from organ  re ‐
jec tion. De spite her re silience,
this final bat tle proved to be
too much.
 Born  on  De cem ber  14, 1954,
to  Robert  W.  and  Janet
(Math i son) Savaske, Peggy
grew up in Mer rill, Wis con sin,

and  grad u ated  from  Mer rill  High  School  in  1973.  She
mar ried Michael ‘Mike’ Jame son, with whom she had two
sons, Ryan and Charles. The two later di vorced but re mained
friends.
 Peggy  set tled  in  Stevens  Point,  where  she  be came  the
orig i nal owner of Sub way restau rants on the north side and
in Plover. She loved work ing along side her sis ter, Amy, and
to gether they cre ated a thriv ing busi ness. In 2000, Peggy
sold her last Sub way store and pur sued a new ca reer in real
es tate – a  field  where  her  out go ing  per son al ity  truly
flour ished. She joined a local bro ker age and quickly earned a
rep u ta tion as a ded i cated and per son able agent, win ning the
ad mi ra tion of clients and col leagues, many of whom be came
her clos est friends.
 Peggy was a fa mil iar face at many of Plover’s base ball
fields,  whether  on  the  side lines,  in  the  bleach ers,  or vol ‐
un teer ing at the con ces sion stands. She never missed a
chance to watch her sons play base ball and was al ways there
to sup port them in every sport they pur sued. Her en thu si asm
ex tended to her niece, Madi, whose vol ley ball games she
also at tended with pride.
 Peggy deeply cher ished her friends, neigh bors, and fam ily.
She adored being in volved in the lives of her nieces, who
made  her  feel  hip  and  cool,  and  she  never  missed  an
op por tu nity to share her pride in the re mark able young
women they had be come. In re tire ment, Peggy found joy in
the  spring  and  sum mer  sea sons,  ded i cat ing  time  to  her
gar den, which be came her fa vorite pas time as it brought her
closer to the friends and neigh bors she cher ished. She loved
her  neigh bor hood  where  every one  looked  out  for  one
an other – a place filled with warmth and old-fash ioned
charm.
 Peggy also en joyed read ing and play ing games like Words
With Friends, Scrab ble, and Crib bage, but above all, she
loved host ing her friends for din ner and drinks. She was
known for her fa mous ribs, twice-baked pota toes, and
lasagna (IYKYK). Peggy had a play ful spirit, loved to dance,
and never took her self too se ri ously. She will be re mem bered
as a lov ing mother and friend who was gen er ous, funny, pro ‐
gres sive, and can did. She will be dearly missed by every one
who  knew  her,  but  we  find  com fort  in  know ing  she  is
re united with loved ones who passed be fore her.
 Peggy is sur vived by her son, Ryan Jame son; sis ter, Amy
(Kent) Laabs; sis ter-in-law, Jane Savaske; other sib lings,
Dan, Kandy, Mary, and Pat; nieces and nephews, Cassie and
Madi Laabs, Stacy Blat tner, Robert Savaske Jr., along with
many oth ers; cousins, Tammy (Keith) Enzor and Matt (Amy)
Storm;  along  with  many  other  friends,  neigh bors,  and
ex tended fam ily mem bers who will miss her dearly.
 Peggy was pre ceded in death by her son Char lie Jame son;
brother, Robert ‘Bob’ Savaske Sr.; par ents, Robert and Janet
Savaske; “in-laws”, Charles ‘Bob’ and Deme tria ‘Tulie’
Jame son.
 Hon or ing Peggy’s wishes, no ser vice will be held.
 In lieu of do na tions, please con sider reg is ter ing to be an
organ donor. By doing so, you can help give oth ers the gift
of life and hope, just as Peggy re ceived years ago.
 Sign up to be an organ donor here: https:// www. organdonor. 
gov/

Glen M. Si mo nis
 Glen M. Si mo nis,
78, of Mer rill,
passed away
Wednes day, Oc to ‐
ber 30, 2024 at his
home under the care of his
wife and As pirus Com fort Care
& Hos pice Ser vices.
 Glen was born No vem ber 6,
1945, in Wausau, son of C.
Dean and Gladys (Leit er mann)
Si mo nis. Glen was raised in
Mosi nee and grad u ated from
Mosi nee  High  School.  He
en listed in the United States
Navy in 1964 and spent four

years  on  U.S.S.  Vo gelge sang  (DD-862)  a  Gear ing-class
de stroyer. He was a Ma chin ist Mate 3rd Class MM3. He
crossed the equa tor and be came a shell back. Glen did a tour
to Viet nam that lasted one year. He also did a Mediter ranean
Cruise  with  his  brother,  Chuck,  prior  to  being  hon or ably
dis charged from ser vice in 1968. More re cently, Glen was
able to join the honor flight to Wash ing ton D.C.
 Glen  worked  as  a  se nior  un der writer  at  Church  Mu tual
In sur ance for 29 years and re tired in 2006. Glen mar ried Lori
Heck endorf on May 1, 1987, at St. Stephens United Church
of  Christ,  Mer rill.  She  sur vives.  Glen  and  Lori  en joyed
trav el ing,  es pe cially  vis it ing  the  west  coast  and  tak ing
mul ti ple trips to Mex ico. Glen was an avid reader. He and
Lori en joyed the tech nol ogy of a Kin dle so they didn’t have
to bring a suit case full of books along on their va ca tions.
 Glen en joyed work ing on var i ous craft pro jects in clud ing
counted cross stitch. He won an award for his entry at the
Lin coln County Fair. He also en joyed wood work ing and
mak ing tie blan kets. Glen’s fa vorite hol i day was Christ mas:
he en joyed shop ping, wrap ping gifts, and dec o rat ing. He
liked bow hunt ing and rifle hunt ing. Glen was a Green Bay
Packer and Wis con sin Bad ger fan.
 Sur vivors in clude his wife, Lori Si mo nis of Mer rill; son,
Dean Si mo nis of Wausau; broth ers, Charles ‘Chuck’ Si mo nis
of Den ver, Col orado and John (Linda) Si mo nis of Mosi nee;
brother-in-law,  Mark  (Beth)  Heck endorf  of  Mer rill;  and
sev eral nieces and nephews. Glen was pre ceded in death by
his par ents, C. Dean Si mo nis and Gladys Si mo nis Gi acalone.
 The memo r ial ser vice for Glen was held at 11:00 A.M.,
Wednes day, No vem ber 6, 2024, at St. Stephens United
Church of Christ,  Mer rill.  The  Rev.  Michael  South combe
of fi ci ated. Mil i tary fu neral hon ors took place im me di ately
fol low ing  the  memo r ial  ser vice  at  church  and  were con ‐
ducted by V.F.W. Post 1638, Mer rill. The fam ily re ceived
friends  be gin ning  at  9:00 A.M.,  Wednes day  at  church.
Tay lor-Stine Fu neral & Cre ma tion, Mer rill, is as sist ing the
fam ily.
 The fam ily rec om mends you wear you Packer or Bad ger
gear or come in some thing more com fort able.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. taylorstine. com

The St. Francis Xavier
Veterans Memorial was
founded on Veterans Day
2011. This section of
the cemetery honors all
Veterans who have
served their country.

Three types of burials are available to Veterans of any faith:

• Cremation in a Columbarium
• In ground cremation burial
• Full ground burial

Additionally, a limited supply of memorial pavers are
available to honor veterans as well.

For more information contact St. Francis Xavier
parish office at 715-536-2803.

St. Francis Xavier Veterans Memorial

301 Eagle Drive • Merrill, WI 54452
Phone: (715) 536-4646

Visit our website at www.WaidFuneral.com

This ad sponsored by: WAID FUNERAL
AND CREMAtIoN SERVICE
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Direct Cremation

$980.00
Complete

948 Grand Ave. Schofield
715-359-6488
HonorOne.com

4689

Merrill
Monument

N2182 CTH K
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

We Have
Over 15,000+ Designs

In Our Portfolio
Plus Over

100 Monuments In Stock

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

903 E. Third St. • Merrill, WI
715-536-6244

www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Richard A. Stine, Director
Leah D. Reist, Director
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Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist
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Mar garet Bong
 Beloved mother and grand ‐
mother, Mar garet Bong, af fec ‐
tion ately known as Marge, age
76, died on Oc to ber 21, 2024
at As pirus Wausau Hos pi tal.
Marge was born in Wausau,
WI to the late Tony and Clara
(Mc Grecki) Kryshak.
 Marge was the heart of her
home and fam ily. She raised
three chil dren Ricky, Jodi, and
Matt, in a happy and lov ing
home to be in de pen dent and
thought ful adults. Marge was a
grand mother to Abby, Amanda,
Saxon, Porsche, Jack son,

Kayla, Aliyah, Amelia, Hai ley, and Con nor, along with many
other ex tended grand chil dren. She was the most sup port ive
and lov ing Grandma, at tend ing all their func tions, putting all
their needs be fore her own, and gen er ally spoil ing them rot ‐
ten.
 Marge was pre ceded in death by her daugh ter Jodi and for ‐
mer hus band, Charles.
 She loved own ing her own day care and teach ing chil dren.
She also loved work ing at Bell Tower where she could con ‐
nect with many peo ple.  Marge also loved dec o rat ing for
Hal loween and pass ing out candy to chil dren an nu ally.
 Marge was known for her kind heart; she only saw the good
in every one. She was the heart and soul of her fam ily and
she will be dearly missed.
 At Marge’s re quest, there will not be any ser vices. There
will be a cel e bra tion of life at a later date.
A Beau ti ful Mother-Grand mother by Amy Fin ley
Your love, your sac ri fice, your smile
You left a legacy in even the small est things
You gave so much of your self
Lov ing oth ers un selfishly and un con di tion ally.
You were a light, a bea con, a fire
Burn ing bright through the years.
You put your bur dens on the shelf
Giv ing your heart so freely and beau ti fully.
You brought laugh ter, learn ing, and joy
Into mo ments large and small.
Your heart was your true wealth
A beau ti ful mother in side and out.

Sis ter Anita Hirt
 Sis ter    Anita    Hirt    from
Ree seville, Wis con sin, a Sis ter
of Mercy of the Holy Cross,
age 100, has died Oc to ber 29,
2024, at Bell Tower Res i dence
As sisted Liv ing in Mer rill,
Wis con sin.
 Anita Marie Hirt was born
June 11, 1924, in Ree seville,
Wis con sin,   to   John   and
Mar garet (Lan dua) Hirt. She
en tered Holy Cross Con vent in
Mer rill, Wis con sin, on Au gust
31, 1948, and pro fessed her
vows  on  Au gust 24, 1950.
Sis ter Anita was in her 74th

year of min istry at the time of her death.
 She at tended Med ford High School, Med ford, Wis con sin,
grad u at ing  in  1942.  She  re ceived  her  Reg is tered  Nurs ing
cer tifi cate  in  Bis marck,  North  Dakota  in  1955  and  her
cer tifi cate as a Reg is tered Nurse Anes thetist in 1956. Sis ter
Anita served 8 years at St Joseph’s Hos pi tal, Dick in son, ND.
She served in the Anes the sia and Post-Anes the sia Dept at
Holy Cross Hos pi tal and then Good Samar i tan Hos pi tal in
Mer rill, WI for 25 years. Dur ing her time work ing as an
anes thetist, she shared her knowl edge on IV’s and blood
draws  with  many  nurses  and  doc tors.  She  re tired  from
anes the sia but con tin ued to work part-time as an RN in the
Post-Anes the sia Dept until 1992. When she re tired from
nurs ing, she con tin ued her vol un teer ser vice to res i dents at
Bell  Tower  Res i dence  in  Mer rill,  WI  until  2014  when 
she re tired.
 Pre ced ing her in death are her par ents John and Mar garet,
sis ters, Marie Fisher. Margery Hirt, Mar cie Hirt, Eve lyn
Kaiser, Frances Hai dler, baby sis ter Helen Eleanor, broth ers,
Joe Hirt, Don Hirt and her broth ers-in-law.
 She  is  sur vived  by  her  fam ily  of  Holy  Cross  Sis ters
and as so ci ates, as well as her sis ters, Leah Sladek, “Tootie”
Imelda Woz niak, brother, Ray Hirt, sis ters-in-law, Lucy and
Donna, and many nieces and nephews.
 A  Fu neral  Mass  for  Sis ter  will  be  held  at  11:00 am  on
Fri day, No vem ber 8th at Holy Cross Chapel in Bell Tower
Res i dence.   Fa ther   Charles   Hoff mann   will   of fi ci ate.
Vis i ta tion will be held at 9:30 on Fri day, No vem ber 8th until
time of the liturgy. Bur ial will fol low in the St Fran cis
Catholic Ceme tery, Mer rill, WI.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing   with   arrange ments.   On line   con do lences   are
en cour aged  and  may  be  made  at  www. waidfuneral. com.

DATE SIGNED: October 28, 2024
Electronically signed by
Thomas S. Barker
Clerk of Court

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT LINCOLN COUNTY

Amended
Summons and Complaint Small

Claims - Replevin
Case No: 2024SC000389

Small Claims, Replevin 31003
PARK CITY CREDIT UNION vs.
BARBARA J BAILEY
Plaintiff:
PARK CITY CREDIT UNION
501 S PINE RIDGE AVE
Merrill WI 54452
Defendant:
BARBARA J BAILEY
W4438 KEY LARGO DR
Merrill WI 54452
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to the
said defendant(s):
The plaintiff(s) named above has
commenced an action to recover
possession of the following property:
2022 FOREST RIVER CRUISE LITE,
ID#4X4TSMZ29N7428161

SUMMONS
This claim arises under a consumer
credit transaction under which you are
alleged to be in default, as described in
the attached complaint.
IF YOU ARE NO IN DEFAULT OR
HAVE AN OBJECTION TO THE
PLAINTIFF'S TAKING THE PROPERTY
LISTED ABOVE, YOU MAY ARRANGE
FOR A HEARING ON THESE ISSUES
BY APPEARING AT THE TIME AND
PLACE STATED IN THIS SUMMONS.
IF YOU DO NOT APPEAR AT THAT
TIME, JUDGEMENT WILL BE
RENDERED AGINST YOU FOR
DELIVERY OF THE PROPERTY TO
THE PLAINTIFF.
When to appear/File an Answer
Date: 11-27-2024 Time: 02:00 pm
Place to Appear/File an Answer
Lincoln County Courthouse
1110 E. Main Street, Suite 205
Merrill WI 54452
Circuit Court Judge/Circuit Court
Commissioner
Robert R. Russell
Published 10/31/24 & 11/7/24

WNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND JOINT REVIEW BOARD

MEETING
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
City of Merrill will hold a Joint Review
Board meeting on November 12, 2024
at 4:30 PM.
The meeting will be held at the Merrill
City Hall, located at 1004 E First St. To
attend remotely call 786-563-9032
PIN: 927 870 397 #.
The purpose of the meeting is to
organize the Joint Review Board for
consideration of:
• the City’s proposal to amend Tax
Incremental District No. 6.
• the City’s proposal to amend Tax
Incremental District No. 7.
• the City’s proposal to amend Tax
Incremental District No. 11.
• the City’s proposal to amend Tax
Incremental District No. 12.
• review Annual PE-300 Reports and the
performance and status of the City’s
active Tax Incremental Districts No. 3 –
14, as required by Wis. Stat. §
66.1105(4m)(f).
• review a Cash Flow Analysis showing
that the Tax Incremental District No. 4
increment was negatively impacted, in
order to allow for additional time to pay
incurred project costs for TIDs affected
by 2013 Act 145, and consider approval
of “TID Technical College Extension
Resolution”; Wisconsin State Statutes
66.1105(7)(am)4.
• review a Cash Flow Analysis showing
that the Tax Incremental District No. 9
increment was negatively impacted, in
order to allow for additional time to pay
incurred project costs for TIDs affected
by 2013 Act 145, and consider approval
of “TID Technical College Extension
Resolution”; Wisconsin State Statutes
66.1105(7)(am)4.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
RDA of the City of Merrill will hold a
public hearing on November 12, 2024 at
6:00 PM.
The meeting will be held at the Merrill
City Hall, located at 1004 E First St. To
attend remotely call 786-563-9032 PIN:
927 870 397 #.
The hearing will be held to provide the
public a reasonable opportunity to
comment on the proposed amendments
to the Project Plans for Tax Incremental
District’s No. 6, 7, 11 and 12.
The proposed amendments to Tax
Incremental District’s No. 6, 7, 11 and 12
would allow excess revenue to be
transferred from the District to Tax
Incremental District’s No. 8, 9 and 10 as
permitted under Wisconsin Statutes
Section 66.1105(6)(f).
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 6, a total of
$30,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 8.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 6, a total of
$25,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 9.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 6, a total of
$50,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 10.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 7, a total of
$350,000 in excess tax increments will
be transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 8.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 7, a total of
$50,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 9.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 7, a total of
$50,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 10.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 11, a total of
$1,020,000 in excess tax increments will
be transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 8.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 11, a total of
$2,229,000 in excess tax increments will
be transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 9.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 11, a total of
$50,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 10.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 12, a total of
$10,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 8.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 12, a total of
$10,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 9.
Under the proposed amendment to Tax
Incremental District No. 12, a total of
$10,000 in excess tax increments will be
transferred to Tax Incremental District
No. 10.
These amendments do not change the
list of estimated Project Costs in the
current Project Plans.
Published November 7, 2024 WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 10/30/2024
/S/Robert R. Russell
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 24-CV-149
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Noah Ashton David Kummer-Wotruba

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Noah Ashton David Kummer-
Wotruba
To: Noah Ashton David Wotruba
Birth Certificate: Noah Ashton David
Kummer-Wotruba
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Robert R.
Russell
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse, Br 2
1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: December 2, 2024
Time: 9:45 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 11/7/24, 11/14/24 & 11/21/24

WNAXLP

Dar rell Lee Woller
 Dar rell Lee Woller, 72, of the
town of Corn ing, passed away
un ex pect edly, Tues day, Oc to ‐
ber 22, 2024 in Chat tanooga,
Ten nessee.
 He was born May 23, 1952 in
Mer rill, son of the late Arnold
and Hertha (Block) Woller. On
Jan u ary 12, 1980 he mar ried
Rita Stark, the love of his life,
at St. An thony Catholic Church
in Athens. Dar rell was an
owner/op er a tor of Woller
Trans port in Mer rill. He and
Rita  owned  and  ran  a
karaoke  busi ness  for  al most

10  years  called  Boul der  Hill  Karaoke.  He  grad u ated
from North cen tral Tech ni cal col lege with a weld ing de gree
which he used many times through out his life.
 He en joyed "putz ing" around the house, shed, and out side.
He built his own house, did a lot of wood work ing and would
re pur pose scrap into some thing use ful. All in all, truck ing is
where his heart was. He en joyed going out for din ner with
his wife, get ting to gether with friends, and play ing cards
with friends and fam ily. He was al ways one you could "shoot
the breeze" with. If any one would ask him to do some thing,
he would give the shirt off his back. He was one to go on
many ad ven tures with his wife in clud ing see ing 48 states and
Canada.
 Sur vivors  in clude  his  wife,  Rita  Woller,  Mer rill;  his
chil dren, Sam son (Mary) Woller, Michi gan, David Woller,
Mer rill,  and  Jason  (Hanna)  Woller,  Wausau;  six  grand ‐
chil dren, Madi son, Brian, David Jr, Tay lor, Jack son, and
Mor gan; two broth ers, Gene (Char lene) Woller, Mer rill and
Robert (Patty) Woller, Thorp; two nephews, Matt and Art
(Ash ley) Woller; and one niece, Ali cia (Mike) Weix. Be sides
his par ents, he was pre ceded in death by a brother, Duane
Woller.
 Fu neral  ser vices  will  be  held  at  11:00 a.m.  Sat ur day,
No vem ber 9, 2024 at Im manuel Lutheran Church, N1660
Leafy  Grove  Rd,  Mer rill  (Town of Corn ing), WI 54452.
Vis i ta tion will be held on Fri day from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00
p.m. and again on Sat ur day from 9:30 a.m. until the time of
ser vices, all at the church.
 Pe ter son/Krae mer Fu neral Home, Wausau, is in charge of
arrange ments. On line con do lences may be ex pressed at
www. pet erso nkra emer. com.

Mary Jane Schoen Leder
March 2, 1932 – Oc to ber 26,
2024
 Mary Jane Schoen Leder of
Glea son, aged 92, passed away
Oc to ber 26, 2024 at Pride TLC
in We ston while under the care
of St. Croix Hos pice ser vices.
We are grate ful for the
Medicare safety net, the staff at
Pride TLC, and the com fort ing
care pro vided by nurses of St.
Croix Hos pice ser vice.
 Mary was the third child of
Leon hard and Amanda
(Grosskopf) Schoen of Car o ‐
line, WI. She had two older
sis ters, and three younger

broth ers. Born on March sec ond 1932, she took great plea ‐
sure try ing to con fuse med ical re cep tion ists by stat ing 32 -
32 when asked her birth date.
 Mary grad u ated from Mar ion High School in 1950, and sub ‐
se quently worked briefly in Wausau as an in sur ance fil ing
clerk.
 She mar ried Herb Leder, No vem ber 12, 1955 and moved to
the Mil wau kee area where Herb worked as a car pen ter. They
moved back to Herb’s home town, Glea son, in the early 60’s
to ac com mo date Herb’s maple syrup pas sion with five chil ‐
dren under 8 years old in tow. Two more chil dren were
added to the fam ily  after  the  death  of  daugh ter  Debra  in
De cem ber 1966 as the re sult of a car ac ci dent re turn ing
home from church.
 Mary was a mem ber of the SDA Church, at tend ing reg u larly
with her brood in tow. She was a kind, car ing, nur tur ing
mother who was an amaz ing cook and home maker. She
canned count less fruits and veg eta bles, as well as made all
sorts of jelly and jam from the berries Herb picked in the
wilds around Glea son. Ad di tion ally, every spring Mary
would cook lunch meals for Herb’s maple syrup crew of 6 to
10 men. Not lik ing com mer cially made bread, she baked
bread for the fam ily, even while she had all those lit tle ones
under foot. We es ti mate that she made over 35k loaves of
bread, bak ing past her 90th birth day.
 Mary was an avid reader, as a child if she was un ac counted
for, her mother would usu ally find her some where with her
nose in a book. Two of her fa vorite sub jects were flow ers
and birds, so it’s not sur pris ing she rel ished read ing Birds
and Blooms. Mary en joyed watch ing the birds at her feeder.
She was quite vig i lant about pro tect ing the bird seed for the
birds, shoot ing any squir rels that at tempted to steal the seed.
Her ini tial weapon was a .22, which was re placed by a .410
shot gun after she shot through the wall of the garage and
broke a cou ple of syrup bot tles. That in ci dent did not in still
much cau tion, as she later shot out the kitchen win dow with
the shot gun. She had a green thumb, nur tur ing many house ‐
plants and flowerbeds about her home.
 Mary is sur vived by her brother Den nis “Tater” Schoen;
son, David (Lau rel) Leder; son, Robert (Penny) Leder;
daugh ter, Nancy (Richard) Ca mara; son, Mark Leder; son,
Karl (April) Leder; daugh ter, Carol (Keith) Acker; 11 grand ‐
chil dren; and 5 great grand chil dren and many nieces and
nephews. She was pre ceded in death by her daugh ter Debra
Leder; sis ters, Jeanette Bielke and Joyce Strelow; hus band,
Her bert Leder; her beloved Boston Ter rier “Korky”; and
broth ers; Jerome and William Schoen.
 Fam ily and friends are in vited to at tend a memo r ial ser vice
Mon day,  No vem ber  25,  2024,  at  the  Shep herds  House
Sev enth-Day Ad ven tist Church, 223900 Co Rd KK, Wausau,
WI. Vis i ta tion will be from 9am to11am, with a ser vice and
meal to fol low. In lieu of flow ers please con sider a do na tion
to the Audubon So ci ety.

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, November 11, 2024 a
PUBLIC HEARING on the Proposed 2025 Budget will be held
at 5:30 P.M., at The Town of Merrill Community Center, W4594
Progress Avenue. The Proposed Budget will be posted and
available for inspection at the Clerk’s Office, W4594 Progress

Avenue, during regular office hours.
Following completion of the Public Hearing on the

Proposed 2025 Budget, the SPECIAL TOWN MEETING OF
THE ELECTORS called pursuant to Sec. 60.12(1)(c) of

Wis. Statutes by the Town Board for the following purposes
will be held:

1. To Adopt the 2024 Town Tax Levy To Be Paid In 2025,
Pursuant to Sec. 60.10 (1) (a) of Wis. Statutes

The regular monthly board meeting will be held following
completion of the above meetings.

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
Published October 31 & November 7, 2024 WNAXLP
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TOWN OF MERRILL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING &

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING OF ELECTORS
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NOTICE
TOWN OF CORNING

2025 PROPOSED BUDGET HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Monday, Nov. 11th,

2024 at 8:00 p.m. at the Corning Town Hall, a public
hearing will be held on the 2025 proposed Town of
Corning Budget.
Following the hearing, a meeting will be held to adopt
the 2024 Town Tax Levy to be paid in 2025 pursuant to
Section 60.10 (1) (A) of Wisconsin Statutes.
Dated this 3rd day of November 2024
BY:
Rickey C. Hass
Clerk, Town of Corning
Published November 7, 2024 WNAXLP
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SELL IT FAST!

CLASSIFIEDS!
IN THE



11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
11/8/24 TO 11/14/24

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

42
14

61
42

14
61

THE BEST CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT EVER

“PG” (1HR 34MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

HERE
“PG13” (1HR 44MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

VENOM: THE LAST DANCE
“PG13” (1HR 49MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:00PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

WE SELL FLAGS!WE SELL FLAGS!

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Conference Room & Hall Rental AvailableConference Room & Hall Rental Available

THURSDAY - CHICKEN LEGS & FRENCH FRIESTHURSDAY - CHICKEN LEGS & FRENCH FRIES
FRIDAY - COD &WALLEYEFRIDAY - COD &WALLEYE

& HADDOCK FISH SANDWICH& HADDOCK FISH SANDWICH
SATURDAY - CRAFT FAIR (REGULAR MENU)SATURDAY - CRAFT FAIR (REGULAR MENU)

SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKENSUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
BINGO - HAM & CHEESEBINGO - HAM & CHEESE

MONDAY - CHICKEN PARMESANMONDAY - CHICKEN PARMESAN

WEEKLY BRIEFING - NOVEMBER 7WEEKLY BRIEFING - NOVEMBER 7THTH - 11- 11THTH

42
31

01 Conference Room & Hall Rental A

42
31

01

THISWEEKEND!THISWEEKEND!
BINGO 4PMBINGO 4PM
SUNDAY,SUNDAY,

NOVEMBER 10TH!NOVEMBER 10TH!
JACKPOT IS OVER $1,595
& HALF OF SALESTHAT DAY!

Y - CHICKEN LEGS & FRENCH FRIES

JACKPO

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

CAPTAIN
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

NOVEMBER BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

HOURS
MONDAY • Noon - 6pm

TUE. - FRI. • Noon - Close
SATURDAY • 11am - Close

SUNDAY • 11am - 6pm

SAT. NOV. 16TH
CRIBBAGE TOURNEY

Starts at Noon
$40 per team

$240 1st Place (based on
12 teams, 100% payout)

Lunch Provided!

42
59

12

HUNTER’S WIDOW BINGO
Open 11am. Start 1pm
WEAR BLAZE ORANGE OR

PINK & GET ONE FREE ENTRY
INTO OUR PRIZE GIVEAWAY!
• Drink Specials & Snacks

SAT. NOV. 23RD
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Nov. 7 - Bingo at St. 

Francis School
Nov. 7 - Open Mic Night at 

Sawmill Brewing Company
Nov. 8 - Free Swing Dance 

Basic Lessons at Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

Nov. 8 - Murder at the 
Murder Myster - Merrill 
Theatre Jays play at Merrill 
High School Auditorium

Nov. 9 - Murder at the 
Murder Myster - Merrill 
Theatre Jays play at Merrill 
High School Auditorium

Nov. 9 - Annual Merrill 
Area Fall Craft & Vendor 
Sales:  Multiple sales at 
various locations

Nov. 9 - The Real Writers 

group at T.B. Scott Library
Nov. 10 - Bingo at the 

VFW
Nov. 13 - Trivia at Sawmill 

Brewing Company
Nov. 13 - Turkey Time 

Music Party at Agra 
Pavilion [Kids event 
sponsored by Merrill Area 
Park & Rec]

Nov. 14 - MACA Concert:  
Jeremy Stolle: No More 
Talk of  Darkness

Nov. 14 - Merrill Chamber 
Business After Hours at 
Ballyhoo’s

Nov. 14 - Open Mic 
Night at Sawmill Brewing 
Company

Nov. 16 - Poker Run
Nov. 16 - Devils 

Creek Stump Jumpers 
Snowmobile Club 
Sportsmen’s Dance and 
Raffle at Kathy & Cal’s

Nov. 17 - Scott Heidemann 
Chili Cook-off at Calvary 
Lutheran Church

Nov. 21 - “Soup’s On” 
Cook-off fundraiser at 
Nicolet Bank

Nov. 21 - Cover to Cover 
Book Club at T.B. Scott Free 
Library

Nov. 21 - Open Mic 
Night at Sawmill Brewing 
Company

For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.org/
events or contact the event 
sponsor.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, 
Merrill will host vendors 
and crafters from around 
the area and beyond at craft 
shows around the city at 
Merrill’s Citywide Craft & 
Vendor Extravaganza. “We 
have 10 locations this year,” 
said Laura Bares, who 
helps organize the event. 
The locations will include 
area schools and churches, 
businesses, and non-profit 
organizations, each with 
their own specific hours, 
and some locations have 
extended their hours to 
include Friday.

The annual event draws 
crowds from Merrill and 
beyond, to the benefit of  
the entire community, and 
is the perfect place to kick 
off Christmas shopping 

to find and purchase 
special handcrafted gifts 
and to discover unique 
items to decorate for the 
holidays. Grab a coffee and 
something sweet at one 
of  the area coffee shops 
before shopping, pit stop at 
a local restaurant for lunch 
in between locations, and 
enjoy a day of  exploration 
and shopping in Merrill.

Merrill’s Citywide Craft 
& Vendor Extravaganza 
will include the following 
locations, also all 
conveniently detailed on a 
map at MerrillEvents.com/
map:

• Merrill Expo Center 
(Fair Grounds), 303 N. Sales 
St., Merrill - 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

• Les & Jim’s Lincoln 
Lanes, 1208 N. Center Ave., 
Merrill - 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• St. John’s School 
Gymnasium, 1104 E. Third 

St., Merrill - 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

• St. Francis Xavier 
Church, 1708 E. 10th St., 
Merrill - 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Merrill High School 
Fieldhouse, 1201 N. Sales 
St., Merrill - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• New Testament Church, 
N2519 Cty. Rd. K, Merrill - 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

• VFW Post 1638, 601 
Johnson St., Merrill - 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

• Kate Goodrich 
Elementary School, 505 W. 
10th St., Merrill - 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

• Holiday Market - Lange 
Machine Building, 11580 S. 
Cty. Rd. K, Merrill - Friday 
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• Vintage & Uniques - 
Agra Pavilion, 404 S. Park 
St., Merrill - 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
both Friday and Saturday 

Merrill’s Craft & Vendor 
Extravaganza is this weekend

Last year’s craft show included multiple vendors selling handmade fresh evergreen wreaths, 
kissing balls, and arrangements, perfect for Christmas decorating. 2023 photo. 
 Tina L. Scott photo.

The Lincoln County Humane Society would like to send a big thank you to Diana 
Hanneman and Taylyn Brooks. They put together a craft event at Sola Salons in Wausau 
the weekend of Aug. 24, 2024, and raised $900 for the pets at the shelter from 20 raffle 
baskets. Thanks to Sola Salon, crafters, El Mezcal, Starbucks, Bath & Body Works, Five 
Guys, Jersey Mike’s, Gloss, Dollar Tree Merrill and Rib Mountain, Panda Express, Fazoli’s 
and JoAnn’s Fabric for all donating items for raffle baskets. Submitted photo.

www.facebook.com/
Merrill Foto News



Sending a HUGE THANK YOU from Levon Van Der Geest
and everyone at Van Der Geest Racing to the following
businesses and individuals who added their names to the
Kulwicki Driver Development Program (KDDP) sticker on
the hood of our race car for every race this season:

Also, thanks to thehundreds of other donorswhogave $10
to ride with us and to benefit so many local organizations
which helped us raise over $25,000 for our community!
We couldn’t have done it without you!

uBob & Carol Kienbaum
uAuto Skins - Kyle Osimitz
u Sparkle Wash
uBill & Ann Ruder
uNAPA Auto Parts
uCarQuest
uNorman Electric
u Zilisch Asphalt
uHSU’s Growing Supply
u Fraaza Rock
u John Hartwig
uBallyhoo’s
uBlue Jay Taxi
u Longshots Pearson
Smokehouse

u Eric Dayton

uKing’s Evergreen - Ryan King
uCory Lese
uAmpere Electric
uRite Size Dumpsters
uBig Musky Construction
uCentral Sawdust
u The Dugout
uQuality Wood Products
uKelly Davenport
uBreber Music – Bart & Amy
Breber

uChris & Wendi Weinkauf
uCraig & Terri Marnholtz
uKatie Yutuc
uBubba & Karen Yellstrom
uBen & Karie Jo Debroux

425504

Thank YouThank You
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COMPLETE
HOME INTERIORS
- Large Selection of Wood -

T&G PANELING, DOORS, TRIM,
STAIR PARTS, CABINETRY, FLOORING
FOR NEW BUILDS, REMODELS,
DIY’S, RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS

FROM THE TIMELESS BEAUTY OF
PINE, TO THE SOPHISTICATION OF
MODERN PAINTED YOU WILL FIND
SOMETHING UNIQUELY FITTING
YOUR TASTE AND LIFESTYLE

GIVE US A CALL,
OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

9 AM - 6 PM MON - FRI, 9 AM - 12 PM SAT

KNOTTY ALDERKNOTTY ALDER

KNOTTY PINEKNOTTY PINE

CIRCLE SAWNCIRCLE SAWN

41
42

28
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BY HANNAH DAVIS-REID
WXPR

Pine Crest Nursing Home 
in Merrill was busy on 
Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, as 
trick-or-treaters collected 
candy from residents for 
Halloween.

Diana Zimmerman’s 
father, John Sladek, is a 
resident at the nursing 
home.

“It’s such a nice thing 
that the Pine Crest Nursing 
Home does, they open 
it up and people donate 
candy throughout the 
whole community, and 

then they let it open up for 
the kids to come through. 
It’s entertainment for the 
residents that live here, and 
then also all the kids can go 
around collecting candy,” 
she said.

Her father talked about 
the benefits of  trick-or-
treating at the nursing 
home.

“They all could be in one 
place. Don’t have to worry 
about them going off by 
themselves, and you never 
know what street they’re 
going to go on this way, 
they’re all here. They’re 
watching, they’re taken 

care of, and they get all 
the candy they want,” said 
Sladek.

One trick or treater 
explained that her mom 
works at Pine Crest and 
every year, she trick-or-
treats here with her family.

“I’m dressed up as a 
clown,” she said.

Another trick-or-treater 
was dressed up as Sully 
from Monsters Inc.

“We will go to have 
candy,” he said.

One family was dressed 
up like the family from 
the Incredibles, Violet and 
Jack-Jack included.

“It’s been in the 
community for a while, 
so we like to come here, 
especially when it’s gross 
outside,” said a trick-or-
treater.

Last Thursday night, the 
temperature was in the 40’s 
and rainy, so many trick-
or-treaters said they were 
finding respite from the bad 
weather at Pine Crest.

“We’re gonna stop 
here for our last stop and 
hopefully get a couple more 
pieces of  candy before we 
melt in the rain,” a trick-or-
treater said.

Rose Wendorf  is a 
member of  the Alliance of  
Therapy Dogs and brought 
her therapy dog, dressed as 
a triceratops, to visit family 
and trick-or-treat.

“It’s a little more crowded 
than I figured it was going 
to be,” said Wendorf.

Trick-or-treaters visit Pine Crest 
Nursing Home in Merrill Rose Wendorf and her therapy dog, dressed as a triceratops.

 Hannah Davis-Reid photo.

Trick-or-treaters walk down the halls at Pine Crest Nursing 
Home. Hannah Davis-Reid photo.

Costumed little ones go from table to table collecting treats at Pine Crest Nursing Home on Halloween afternoon.
 Hannah Davis-Reid photo.

Tomahawk Ace Hardware held a brat fry fundraiser during the Fall Ride and donated 
all proceeds to the Lincoln County Humane Society (LCHS). Shown, a representative 
from both Tomahawk Ace Hardware and the LCHS hold a check representing the $341 
donation. Submitted photo.
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Local Sales RepLocal Sales Rep
Steve Thompson, AniwaSteve Thompson, Aniwa
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Pet of the Week

41
80
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Meet Indica! She is just the cutest girl who
LOVES to play ball! Indica is a mastiff mix and is
around 4 years old and would probably be best
as only pet in the home. She LOVES to be around
adults and kids! Indica knows a few commands
and is house trained! She is now spayed and
ready to find her new forever friend!

Visit all the adoptable animals at Lincoln
County Humane Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., in
Merrill. Hours: Mon-Sat 12-4PM; Sun 12-2PM. Call
the shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit us on the
web at www.furrypets.com.

SPONSORED BY

N3135 Hwy. 17, Merrill

Rog & Mar

42
58

73

Celebration of Life
Friends and family of

Karen Diels
are invited to the Celebration of Life

Friday, November 15, 2024
2:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Agra Pavilion • Lunch at 4:00 pm

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Student
of the Week

424634

This Week’s Featured Student is

424634

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Jimena Carreto
Daughter of

Alma and Jose Carreto
Jimena is in the 1st Grade at

Kate Goodrich. She was nominated by
Mrs. Hahn.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Jimena was selected as
Student of the We

ek because she

is always kind and
goes out of her wa

y to help others. S
he

consistently tries h
er best in everythi

ng she does and lo
ves

to make others s
mile! Her efforts

and cheerful attit
ude

make her a wonde
rful role model for

others! ~ Mrs. Hahn

What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

Math. Because Mrs. Hahn gives us challeng
ing things to

work on. At first it was hard, but bec
ause we practice

and practice it is now easy.

A teacher. Becau
se I can learn with the kids and do fun

stuff like Mrs. Hahn. I want to be just like Mrs. Hahn.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

Recess! I can see my friends that are
in other classes a

nd

we can play! I can run too!

What is your favorite part of schoo
l?

Why?

WAUSAU

OVER 40 4X4’S IN STOCK FROM $8,997
715-675-1000 1700 US HWY. 51 N WAUSAU

ACROSS FROM FLEET FARM NEXT TO TACO BELL
420655SEE PICS + VIDEOS @ HOMETOWNWAUSAU.COM

2017 - 2019 Ford Transit Cargo Van
(4 In Stock)..................... From $14,997

2016 - 2016 Ford Explorer 4x4
(4 In Stock)....................... From $8,997

2017 Chevy Silverado 4X4
(4 In Stock)..................... From $16,997

2017 - 2020 RAM Crew 4x4
(4 In Stock)..................... From $17,997

2016 Ford Taurus AWD
(4 In Stock)....................... From $8,997

ALL CREDIT APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED OVER 40 VEHICLES IN STOCK

#3796

#3848 #3752 #3865

#3860 #3851

 

2019 - 2020 Dodge Charger
(7 In Stock)..........................

All Wheel Drive
Miles As Low

As 6500!
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the U.S. military
Veterans Day is a great time to learn  

more about the branches of the U.S. military.
ARMY
The U.S. Department 

of  Defense notes that 
the Army is the largest 
and oldest service in the 
country’s military. The 
Army provides the ground 
forces that protect the 
United States. Members 
of  the Army are trained 
to defeat enemy ground 
forces and to seize and 
control enemy lands and 
resources. Army also are 
trained to control and 
interact with the general 
population in countries 
where members are 
stationed.

MARINE CORPS.
It might surprise some 

to learn that the Marine 
Corps. is a component 
of  the Department of  
the Navy. That’s one 
reason why it maintains 
amphibious and ground 
units for contingency 
and combat operations. 
The Marine Corps. is 
divided into four groups: 
the operating forces that 
fight; the headquarters 
for leadership; the 
supporting establishment 
that provides logistical 
support; and the Marine 
Corps. Reserve.

NAVY
The Navy protects 

America at sea. Despite 
its massive land mass, the 
United States is a maritime 
nation, which underscores 
how important a strong 
Navy is to the safety of  the 
country and its residents. 
The Navy works alongside 
American allies and 
partners to keep the seas 
open and free.

AIR FORCE
The Air Force has 

five core missions: air 
superiority; global strike; 
rapid global mobility; 
intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance; and 
command and control. 
The Air Force defends 
the country and its 
residents in air, space, and 
cyberspace and is capable 
of  delivering forces 
anywhere in the world 
within hours.

SPACE FORCE
The existence of  the 

Space Force may come 
as a surprise to many 
Americans. Organized 
under the Department 
of  the Air Force and 
established in 2019, this 
branch of  the military 
organizes, trains, and 
equips space forces in 
order to protect the 
interest of  America and its 
allies in space. 

COAST GUARD
During peacetime, the 

Coast Guard is part of  the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security. In times of  war, 
it operates under the Navy. 
The Coast Guard provides 

law and maritime safety 
enforcement as well as 
environmental protection. 
In addition to promoting 
national security, border 
security, and economic 
prosperity in the maritime 
environment, the Coast 
Guard saves those in peril 
on the sea.

NATIONAL GUARD
The National Guard is 

comprised of  the Army 
National Guard and the 
Air National Guard. 
The National Guard 
has a diverse array of  
responsibilities that range 
from supporting combat 
missions to responding 
during domestic 
emergencies to assisting 
in humanitarian efforts 
and more.

The U.S. military 
is made up various 
branches, each with its 
own unique missions and 
responsibilities. Veterans 
Day marks the perfect 
occasion to celebrate the 
many individuals who 
have served and continue 
to serve in the U.S. 
military. 

 Stock photo.

How you can help older veterans 
According to data from 

the Department of  Veterans 
Affairs, surveys from the 
Pew Research Center, and 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
72% of  the 18 million living 
military veterans in the 
United States [as of  the 
end of  2023] are age 50 and 
older, and many served 
during wartime, and 37% 
of  living veterans are age 70 
and older.

These brave individuals 
must face the challenges 
of  aging, as well as some - 
including chronic injuries 
- that might be traced to 
their time in the military. 
That makes helping aging 
veterans an especially 
worthy endeavor, and those 
interested in doing just that 
can consider the following 
ideas. 

• Offer your expertise 
free of charge. Working 
professionals can help 
aging veterans by providing 
advice or services free of  
charge or at steep discounts. 
For example, accountants 
can offer to prepare and file 
aging veterans’ tax returns 
free of  charge or, if  the 
returns are complicated, at 
steep discounts. Financial 
advisors can visit a local 
veterans hall or home 
and speak to members or 
residents about managing 
money after retirement.  

• Invite veterans 
over for special events 
or gatherings. The 
Department of  Veterans 
Affairs reports that 
veterans who served in the 
last 30 years make up the 
largest number of  living 
veterans. Though there 
are still plenty of  veterans 
who served prior to 1994, 
they may no longer have 
extensive social networks 
as more and more aging 
veterans pass away. Social 
connections are vital to 
long-term health, and 
researchers at the Center 
for Healthy Aging at Penn 
State University found that 
adults between the ages of  

70 and 90 who reported more 
frequent, pleasant social 
interactions exhibited 
improved cognitive 
performance in the ensuing 
days. Individuals who want 
to help aging veterans 
can invite them over for 
special events, such as 
game watches, holiday 
gatherings, or even weekly 
family meals. 

• Pitch in around 
the house. Whether 
they suffered injuries 
during their time in the 
service or not, many aging 
veterans face the same 
physical limitations as 
others approaching or past 
retirement age. Offer to 
help aging veterans around 
the house. Mobility issues 
can make it hard to mow a 
lawn, tend to a garden, or 
clean the interior of  a home. 
Such tasks are made much 
easier when others pitch 
in, and these gestures can 
be a great way for families 
to show their appreciation 
to the brave individuals 
who protected the freedoms 
Americans enjoy each day. 

There’s no shortage of  
ways to help aging veterans, 
many of  whom could use 
a helping hand as they 
navigate their golden years.

 Stock photo.



11:00 AM
Cenotaph Park VFW Post 1638 Ceremony atWWl Memorial

Monday, November 11, 2024

VETERANS DAY
MERRILL

Merrill area schools are again celebrating Veterans Day. Following are the schools
and events that all veterans and friends of veterans are invited to attend:

We salute your service, andwish you
a happy Veterans Day.

THANKYOUVETERANS!

Monday, November 11: Kate Goodrich School - 8:30 AM

Monday, November 11: Merrill High School - 9:10 AM

Monday, November 11:Washington School - 2:00 PM

Wednesday, November 13: Prairie River Middle School - 1:30 PM

Wednesday, November 13: St. John Lutheran School - 10:00 AM

422280

(Following the program, lunch for all veterans
and families/friends will be served)

Thursday, November 7, 2024 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 9 9



422288

MARK RAYMER • RYAN PEACOCK
715-218-3277 • 715-432-5707

psycho_buzz@yahoo.com/ryanleighrice@hotmail.com

Bringing business back to Merrill’s Westside!

1504 W Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

MARKET
DISCOUNT GROCERY • LIQUOR

WESTSIDE

1500 W Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

EASY WASH
LAUNDROMAT

38
25

09

www.breamanmerrillford.com
1301 N. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)

715-536-4542 - Sales
715-536-3039 - Parts/Service

34
77

67
40

85
85

422973

2402 E Main St, Suite 8 Merrill, WI

715-539-0441
www.oakparkmerrill.com

Dr. Steven DeMille & Dr. Ed Long

05
21

92
52

35
09

0

210 s. Pine ridge ave. • merrill
715-539-2005

www.subway.com 38
24

96

Drive - Thru
Available

open mon-sat 7am-9pm • sun 8am-8pm

we are always buying...

715-453-3141
11 South 2nd Street Tomahawk, WI 54487

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.

• Also buying gold & silver
jewelry, watches &
diamonds.

• No Collection too
SMALL or LARGE

s g
augie’s COlleCTibles

36
98

7

WW44449900 PPooppee RRdd..,, Merrill, WI
715-536-5283 Bus.

wwwwww..ggeeiissssmmeeaatt..ccoomm • Find us on

268606

NEW
Retail
Store

Meat
Processing

Serving the Community Since 1934

Leah D. Reist, Director • McKenna K. Meunier, Director
Tammy Klade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

34
90

32

382653

408582

Open Daily at 9AMOpen Daily at 9AM
Low carry out prices on booze, beer & ice!Low carry out prices on booze, beer & ice!

Hall
Rental

Available

414 W. Main St., Merrill
715-536-4545

www.gruettsappliancellc.com
Greg & Tammy Kornack Owners

Sales • Services • Parts

For All of Your Appliance
Sales & Service Needs!

6 Months FREE Financing
(To Qualified Credit)

Your Full Service
Appliance Store!!

38
26

49

C-STORE
1300 N CENTER AVE.
715-536-5600

COUNTRY STORE
1400 LOGAN AVE.
715-536-2491

WWW.RIVERCOUNTRYCOOP.COM
188244

42
29

14

Automatic Car Washes
Start As Low As $3.00!

Sale Ends December 31, 2024

northwoodswashplus@gmail.com

3456 E Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452
715-393-5743

• Automatic

D-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car Wash
38

25
15

715-536-5708

Check us out on

Sponsored by the City of Merrill

1004 East First St.
Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-5594
ci.merrill.wi.us

382641

05
32
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25

715-536-3399 • 715-539-9700
1102 S. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452

www.woodlandcourtelder.com 35
10

2

THANK YOU, VETERANS!

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY

Learn about our hometown commitment
at churchmutual.com/hometown

382326

© 2024 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.
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1401 W.

Taylor St.,

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-5400

www.interflexgroup.com

www.merrilldistributing.com

Merrill Distributing, Inc.
1301 N. Memorial Dr., Merrill • 715-536-4551

15
98

93

Merrill MonuMent
N2182 County Rd. K • Merrill

715-536-6654
36112

05
38

84
17

715.536.9669 715.536.2424

05
38

84
17

1209 E Main Street • Merrill WI 54452
www.cwwap.net

Two great stores at 1 location!

34
37

0

SALES • SERVICE
715-536-1900
Full automotive services

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

www.autojockeys.com
400 E. 2nd St., Merrill, WI 54452 42

27
81

lincoln Wood
Products, inc.

Merrill, WI • 715-536-2461
www.lincolnwindows.com

35
11

1

1302 E Main Street

Merrill WI 54452

Office: (715) 539-6641

www.occhservices.com
info@occhservices.com

Tammy Strehlow (Owner)

Call Fo
r all you

r

Occupat
ional

Health
Needs!

42
29

24

27
01

21

T.B. Scott Free Library
106 West First Street • Merrill, Wl

715.536.7191 • www.tbscottlibrary.org

912 E. Main St., Downtown Merrill
715-536-5352

Home Electronics Musical Instruments Custom Audio/Video

surge protection for: garage door openers, computers, antenna systems,

antenna systems, sub-pumps, refrigerators, freezers... we have you covered!!
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I Thank You For Your ServiceI Thank You For Your Service
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New
Location 921 E. Main St.

Merrill

Veterans Day & Every DayVeterans Day & Every Day

Tina 715-297-6912

tina.riversbendrealty@gmail.com

120 S. Mill St., Merrill
Locally Owned & Operated

39
01
55

Health &Health &
FitnessFitness
CenterCenter

SupportiveSupportive
HomeHome
CareCare

AdultSocialAdultSocial
CenterCenter

Locally Owned & Operated
Fully Bonded & Insured

Call

715-218-3772
For a FREE Consultation

www.kindheartedhomecare.com

Dave’s

We Value Fresh We Value Family We Value you!

www.davescountymarketmerrill.com
300 E. 1St Street, Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-257112

20
52

www.cmsolutionsinsurance.com

A Subsidiary of Church Mutual Holding Company, Inc.

DEPENDABLE and LOCAL
insurance, offering coverages
to fit your UNIQUE needs:

Flood

ATV/Recreational

Business

Home

Auto

Umbrella

GET A QUOTE TODAY!
Contact your local agent,

Denise Humphrey.

715-539-5201
dhumphrey@cmsolutionsinsurance.com

21
11
36

MP #252751-PM • WDNR Pump #7054 • HVAC #267488

1600 W Taylor St, Merrill
Quality Plumbing services
you’ve trusted for years!

422874

37
00

6

central carpet
& flooring, inc.

1320 E. Main St., Merrill, WI

715-536-1411

1104 E. 3rd Street, Merrill, WI 54452

Church 715-536-4722 • School 715-536-7264
www.stjohnmerrill.org

St. John Ev. Lutheran
Church and School

27
01

17

Worship Services @
8 am & 10:30 am Sundays, and

6 pm Monday evenings

Daycare • Preschool-8th Grade Classes Offered

Merrill Tobacco ShopMerrill Tobacco Shop ++
2411 e main st., suite 104, merrill
merrilltobaccoshop@gmail.com 42

29
03

$1.50
OFF

Any Tobacco
on Each

$40 Spent.
No limit.

$2.00
OFF
Any Roll of

Chewing Tobacco
OR any large Bag

of RYO, OR
Pipe Tobacco

EXTRA
$5.00
OFF

$40 or More on
anything in-store
except cigarettes

& lotto

Buy 2 Premium
Cigars, Get
the 3rd Cigar
of same or
lesser value

for only
$3.00

Must be of legal age to use this coupon. Coupons may not be combined. Limit one coupon
per day per customer. Valid only at Discount Smoke Shop. Expire 01/10/25 • CHM

15
49

51

PARTS SERVICE

EaglEs Club
1205 Lake St. • Merrill

715-536-7471 • 584.localfoewi.com
Like us on Facebook

36101

40
85

83

Paul Waid, Licensed Director/Owner
Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager

Samantha Finucan, Licensed Funeral Director
Megan Klug, Office Manager, Funeral Director Apprentice.

Cindy Latzig, After Care Coordinator

42
29

35

Text* or call: 715-536-8351 • parkcitycu.org
*Messaging and data rates/fees may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

We will be closed Monday, November 11th
for Veterans Day. Thank You, Veterans!

MERRILL •TOMAHAWK •MINOCQUA • RHINELANDER

(715) 536-2262 • www.merrillsheetmetal.com
HEATING COOLING FIREPLACES STOVES

Merrill Sheet Metal
HEATING COOLING&

38
24

63

369252382640

2602 E. Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6511
www.caliber.com

One Way Collision Center is now:

Jon Dehnel - General Manager

38
24

75

(715) 536-9789
www.pioneertrans.com

38
25

18
38

25
18

First Weber, inc.
Realtor: Kevin J. Blake • 715-204-0084

100 S. Mill St., Suite 102 • Merrill
www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

35
72

8

www.NAPAonline.com

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6,

Sat. 7-4,
Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-453-5534
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6,

Sat. 8-4, Sun. Closed
158576

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30,
Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed

Podeweltz
RePaiR SeRvice, llc

W2810 Hwy. C, Merrill, WI 54452
www.podeweltzrepair.com • 715-536-6791

15
49

73

HAMBURGERS
“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-6532

Celebrating Over 50Years Serving Our Community!
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com 42

28
00

Dr. ronalD J. Piffl, oPtometrist
1007 E 1st St • Merrill

715-536-2020 • 715-536-3250
drpiffleyecare.com 36102

Knab Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ready To Serve All Your Insurance Needs!

1314 E. Main., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-4833

Celebrating
Our 55th

Anniversary!

408544
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422288

MARK RAYMER • RYAN PEACOCK
715-218-3277 • 715-432-5707

psycho_buzz@yahoo.com/ryanleighrice@hotmail.com

Bringing business back to Merrill’s Westside!

1504 W Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

MARKET
DISCOUNT GROCERY • LIQUOR

WESTSIDE

1500 W Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

EASY WASH
LAUNDROMAT

38
25

09

www.breamanmerrillford.com
1301 N. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)

715-536-4542 - Sales
715-536-3039 - Parts/Service

34
77

67
40

85
85

422973

2402 E Main St, Suite 8 Merrill, WI

715-539-0441
www.oakparkmerrill.com

Dr. Steven DeMille & Dr. Ed Long

05
21

92
52

35
09

0

210 s. Pine ridge ave. • merrill
715-539-2005

www.subway.com 38
24

96

Drive - Thru
Available

open mon-sat 7am-9pm • sun 8am-8pm

we are always buying...

715-453-3141
11 South 2nd Street Tomahawk, WI 54487

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.

• Also buying gold & silver
jewelry, watches &
diamonds.

• No Collection too
SMALL or LARGE

s g
augie’s COlleCTibles

36
98

7

WW44449900 PPooppee RRdd..,, Merrill, WI
715-536-5283 Bus.

wwwwww..ggeeiissssmmeeaatt..ccoomm • Find us on

268606

NEW
Retail
Store

Meat
Processing

Serving the Community Since 1934

Leah D. Reist, Director • McKenna K. Meunier, Director
Tammy Klade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

34
90

32

382653

408582

Open Daily at 9AMOpen Daily at 9AM
Low carry out prices on booze, beer & ice!Low carry out prices on booze, beer & ice!

Hall
Rental

Available

414 W. Main St., Merrill
715-536-4545

www.gruettsappliancellc.com
Greg & Tammy Kornack Owners

Sales • Services • Parts

For All of Your Appliance
Sales & Service Needs!

6 Months FREE Financing
(To Qualified Credit)

Your Full Service
Appliance Store!!

38
26

49

C-STORE
1300 N CENTER AVE.
715-536-5600

COUNTRY STORE
1400 LOGAN AVE.
715-536-2491

WWW.RIVERCOUNTRYCOOP.COM
188244

42
29

14

Automatic Car Washes
Start As Low As $3.00!

Sale Ends December 31, 2024

northwoodswashplus@gmail.com

3456 E Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452
715-393-5743

• Automatic

D-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car WashD-Best Car Wash

38
25

15

715-536-5708

Check us out on

Sponsored by the City of Merrill

1004 East First St.
Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-5594
ci.merrill.wi.us

382641

05
32

29
25

715-536-3399 • 715-539-9700
1102 S. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452

www.woodlandcourtelder.com 35
10

2

THANK YOU, VETERANS!

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY

Learn about our hometown commitment
at churchmutual.com/hometown

382326

© 2024 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.

12
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1401 W.

Taylor St.,

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-5400

www.interflexgroup.com

www.merrilldistributing.com

Merrill Distributing, Inc.
1301 N. Memorial Dr., Merrill • 715-536-4551

15
98

93

Merrill MonuMent
N2182 County Rd. K • Merrill

715-536-6654
36112

05
38

84
17

715.536.9669 715.536.2424

05
38

84
17

1209 E Main Street • Merrill WI 54452
www.cwwap.net

Two great stores at 1 location!

34
37

0

SALES • SERVICE
715-536-1900
Full automotive services

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

www.autojockeys.com
400 E. 2nd St., Merrill, WI 54452 42

27
81

lincoln Wood
Products, inc.

Merrill, WI • 715-536-2461
www.lincolnwindows.com

35
11

1

1302 E Main Street

Merrill WI 54452

Office: (715) 539-6641

www.occhservices.com
info@occhservices.com

Tammy Strehlow (Owner)

Call Fo
r all you

r

Occupat
ional

Health
Needs!

42
29

24

27
01

21

T.B. Scott Free Library
106 West First Street • Merrill, Wl

715.536.7191 • www.tbscottlibrary.org

912 E. Main St., Downtown Merrill
715-536-5352

Home Electronics Musical Instruments Custom Audio/Video

surge protection for: garage door openers, computers, antenna systems,

antenna systems, sub-pumps, refrigerators, freezers... we have you covered!!
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I Thank You For Your ServiceI Thank You For Your Service
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New
Location 921 E. Main St.

Merrill

Veterans Day & Every DayVeterans Day & Every Day

Tina 715-297-6912

tina.riversbendrealty@gmail.com

120 S. Mill St., Merrill
Locally Owned & Operated

39
01
55

Health &Health &
FitnessFitness
CenterCenter

SupportiveSupportive
HomeHome
CareCare

AdultSocialAdultSocial
CenterCenter

Locally Owned & Operated
Fully Bonded & Insured

Call

715-218-3772
For a FREE Consultation

www.kindheartedhomecare.com

Dave’s

We Value Fresh We Value Family We Value you!

www.davescountymarketmerrill.com
300 E. 1St Street, Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-257112

20
52

www.cmsolutionsinsurance.com

A Subsidiary of Church Mutual Holding Company, Inc.

DEPENDABLE and LOCAL
insurance, offering coverages
to fit your UNIQUE needs:

Flood

ATV/Recreational

Business

Home

Auto

Umbrella

GET A QUOTE TODAY!
Contact your local agent,

Denise Humphrey.

715-539-5201
dhumphrey@cmsolutionsinsurance.com

21
11
36

MP #252751-PM • WDNR Pump #7054 • HVAC #267488

1600 W Taylor St, Merrill
Quality Plumbing services
you’ve trusted for years!

422874

37
00

6

central carpet
& flooring, inc.

1320 E. Main St., Merrill, WI

715-536-1411

1104 E. 3rd Street, Merrill, WI 54452

Church 715-536-4722 • School 715-536-7264
www.stjohnmerrill.org

St. John Ev. Lutheran
Church and School

27
01

17

Worship Services @
8 am & 10:30 am Sundays, and

6 pm Monday evenings

Daycare • Preschool-8th Grade Classes Offered

Merrill Tobacco ShopMerrill Tobacco Shop ++
2411 e main st., suite 104, merrill
merrilltobaccoshop@gmail.com 42

29
03

$1.50
OFF

Any Tobacco
on Each

$40 Spent.
No limit.

$2.00
OFF
Any Roll of

Chewing Tobacco
OR any large Bag

of RYO, OR
Pipe Tobacco

EXTRA
$5.00
OFF

$40 or More on
anything in-store
except cigarettes

& lotto

Buy 2 Premium
Cigars, Get
the 3rd Cigar
of same or
lesser value

for only
$3.00

Must be of legal age to use this coupon. Coupons may not be combined. Limit one coupon
per day per customer. Valid only at Discount Smoke Shop. Expire 01/10/25 • CHM

15
49

51

PARTS SERVICE

EaglEs Club
1205 Lake St. • Merrill

715-536-7471 • 584.localfoewi.com
Like us on Facebook

36101

40
85

83

Paul Waid, Licensed Director/Owner
Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager

Samantha Finucan, Licensed Funeral Director
Megan Klug, Office Manager, Funeral Director Apprentice.

Cindy Latzig, After Care Coordinator

42
29

35

Text* or call: 715-536-8351 • parkcitycu.org
*Messaging and data rates/fees may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

We will be closed Monday, November 11th
for Veterans Day. Thank You, Veterans!

MERRILL •TOMAHAWK •MINOCQUA • RHINELANDER

(715) 536-2262 • www.merrillsheetmetal.com
HEATING COOLING FIREPLACES STOVES

Merrill Sheet Metal
HEATING COOLING&

38
24

63

369252382640

2602 E. Main Street
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6511
www.caliber.com

One Way Collision Center is now:

Jon Dehnel - General Manager

38
24

75

(715) 536-9789
www.pioneertrans.com

38
25

18
38

25
18

First Weber, inc.
Realtor: Kevin J. Blake • 715-204-0084

100 S. Mill St., Suite 102 • Merrill
www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

35
72

8

www.NAPAonline.com

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6,

Sat. 7-4,
Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-453-5534
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6,

Sat. 8-4, Sun. Closed
158576

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30,
Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed

Podeweltz
RePaiR SeRvice, llc

W2810 Hwy. C, Merrill, WI 54452
www.podeweltzrepair.com • 715-536-6791

15
49

73

HAMBURGERS
“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-6532

Celebrating Over 50Years Serving Our Community!
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com 42

28
00

Dr. ronalD J. Piffl, oPtometrist
1007 E 1st St • Merrill

715-536-2020 • 715-536-3250
drpiffleyecare.com 36102

Knab Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ready To Serve All Your Insurance Needs!

1314 E. Main., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-4833

Celebrating
Our 55th

Anniversary!

408544
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11:00 AM
Cenotaph Park VFW Post 1638 Ceremony atWWl Memorial

Monday, November 11, 2024

VETERANS DAY
MERRILL

Merrill area schools are again celebrating Veterans Day. Following are the schools
and events that all veterans and friends of veterans are invited to attend:

We salute your service, andwish you
a happy Veterans Day.

THANKYOUVETERANS!

Monday, November 11: Kate Goodrich School - 8:30 AM

Monday, November 11: Merrill High School - 9:10 AM

Monday, November 11:Washington School - 2:00 PM

Wednesday, November 13: Prairie River Middle School - 1:30 PM

Wednesday, November 13: St. John Lutheran School - 10:00 AM

422280

(Following the program, lunch for all veterans
and families/friends will be served)

Page 12 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, November 7, 202412



Arby’s Merrill is CelebratingArby’s Merrill is Celebrating

Friday, November 8th –
Sunday, November 10th

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 10PM
3350 E. Main St. • 715-722-0645

42
52

95

10 YEARS!

And they said we would never last a year! Thank you Merrill!

JOIN THEPARTY!

Saturday,
November 9th

• 2018 We received an award for
the highest ecosure score in our
division. which includes 400+ stores.

• 2019 To current we received
Triple Ace scores on our Arby's
Operational Review Inspections.

• 2020 We received an award for
having the Highest Comp Sales
increase in our division of 400+ stores.

• 2021 We became a National
Certified Training Restaurant and
recertified every year after.

• 2023 Highest Comp Sales
increase in the state of WI.

The last 5 years of Ecosure Scores:
93.6 • 96.2 • 97.3 • 95.1 • 99.5

ENTER TO WIN
A 4-pack of all day indoor water park passes

to Chula Vista Resort in WI Dells!

Arby’s of Merrill is proud to be the
VERY 1st single store location

to be recognized as a
National Certified Training Restaurant.

All weekend long –

10%OFF
all purchases

Join Arby’s in the fight to end childhood hunger.
Stop in to support our “No Kid Hungry” Campaign!

Each manager has a donation bucket, and the one
with the most will win a "Pie In The Face" and some

great prizes!

1st 200 People FREE Cake Pops
Provided by local baker:
T-Mama's Cake Pops!

Live Radio Remote 11am-1pm

Thursday, November 7, 2024 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 13 13



AKC YEL LOW & BLACK LAB
PUPS. $675 shots wormed vet
checked 715-671-3092 (11/11)

Engineering
SCHOLARSHIPS
for 2025 - 2026

CHEMICAL • ELECTRICAL
PAPER SCIENCE • CIVIL

MECHANICAL
INDUSTRIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

for interested seniors with a ≥ 3.0/4.0 GPA in the
TOMAHAWK MILL AREA

Investing in local talent
for our future.

Ask your school office or guidance
counselor for details.

Complete and submit an application
by December 27, 2024.

424054

AUSSIE DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$700-$900 715-255-2661
(#269146)11/4)

AKC Boston Ter rier Pup pies
ready to go 11/26/24. $200 de -
posit. Athens, WI. 850-502-1265

42
53

03

Crew
Member

$19.79-$20.40/hr

Join our
Team!

Two Merrill
Locations

• 4 10-Hour Days

• Both shifts available

• Possible OT on Friday

• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance

• Paid Holidays and Vacations

• Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $88/Month
Spouse: +$140/Month
Child: +$63/Month
2024 Monthly Rates

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS
Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

Fall For A New Career

STONEWARE WANTED Col lec -
tor pay ing $1000+/- for Red Wing
salt glazed or ad ver tis ing crocks,
jugs, churns & water cool ers.
(612) 685-6762

COL LEC TIONS OF OLD BASE -
BALL & FOOT BALL CARDS. From
the 1950s, 60s, 70s & older. Vin -
tage sport mem o ra bilia au to -
graphs bob ble heads & Pack -
ers/Braves items. Check your
attic, base ment & clos ets. We pay
in CASH call Jeff 608-438-7702

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment
Ser vic ing all brands.

Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

EARN SOMEEXTRAMONEY THISHOL IDAYSEASON!

EARN SOMEEXTRAMONEY THISHOL IDAYSEASON!

Russ Davis Wholesale in
Merrill has multiple

openings for a short term
position packing

fundraiser fruit boxes.

APPLY ONLINE OR IN PERSON!APPLY ONLINE OR IN PERSON!

www.russdaviswholesale.com
1200 Commerce St.
Merrill, WI 54452
715-539-2800

Mon-Fri 7am (approx 6-8 hrs)
December 2nd to Dec. 20th.

FIRE WOOD - mixed hard wood
cut & split. Sea soned 2 years.

3 miles north of Wausau.
FREE DE LIV ERY within 15 miles

w/sur charge over 15.
$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

TO APPLY:
• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street

(employment office – SW corner)
• Or Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
• Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

42
41

40

Join the Lincoln
Production Crew
inMerrill, WI!

Why Join Us?
• Starting Pay up to $22/hr.
• First Shift Only – keep your evenings free!
• Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe
Allowance

• Transfer Bonus & OT after 8 hours daily
• Attendance Bonus

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today

and be part of
something great!

PLY MOUTH FUR NI TURE:
QUEEN MAT TRESSES FROM
$199 40 Styles on dis play! All
Sizes Avail. Ply mouth Fur ni -
tureWI.com 2133 East ern Ave.
Ply mouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily

Mov ing Sale by V&J Es tate Sale
232488 Sandy Ridge Lane,

Wausau, WI
Nov. 9th and 10th

Sat. 10-3 and Sun. 10-2
King size bed w/mat tress,
dressers, night stands. Plat form
queen bed w/mat tress. Side
chairs, roll top desk, file cab i net,
two leather re clin ing sofas, table
and chairs, tele vi sions, en ter tain -
ment cen ters, women's clothes
size lg. Men's clothes size XXL.
Craft ing sup plies, stain glass,
bead ing looms, beads, felt ing,
knit ting. 2005 400 4x4 ATV with
plow. Lawn cart, leaf sweeper,
camp ing sup plies, lad der, RV mat -
tress, lawn tools, mini fridge, lug -
gage, kitchen items, hel mets.

Please be mind ful of neigh bors'
dri ve ways and mail boxes. Dress

ap pro pri ately for the weather, sign-
up sheet out by 9am.

For Sale: Vive 3-wheel mo bil ity
scooter, model MOB1025, $600.
Spit fire 4-wheel scooter, model
SF S cout 4, $600. Sil ver Spring
scooter & wheel chair car rier,
model SC500V3, $100. Call
715-359-0914, 8am-9pm.

Sale of stor age con tents. Washer-
dryer set, kayak, and lots of misc.
Light house stor age W. 2nd Street,
Mer rill, Sat ur day No vem ber 9, 8-4.

Christ mas Bazaar
Trin ity Lutheran Church

235 N. Stevens St. Rhinelander
Sat ur day, No vem ber 9,

10am-2pm
Fea tur ing Trin ity's fa mous Lefse,
de li cious bak ery, beau ti fully
hand crafted items in clud ing
Christ mas wreaths and dec o ra -
tions, col lec tables and fun
White-Ele phant items.
Women of Trin ity are prepar ing a
de li cious lun cheon con sist ing of
sev eral soup choices, BBQ
sand wich w/chips, home made
pies, and bev er ages. Enjoy our
"warm wel come" cof fee/tea and
Christ mas cook ies served 9am-
10am while you wait for the
event to open. Christ mas Bazaar
is spon sored by WELCA Women
and money will be used for
Lutheran World Re lief Mis sion
pro jects.

Qual ity Wood Prod ucts
Ma te r ial Han dlers Needed.

Four 10 Hour Days.
Apply by call ing 715-536-5287

TOWN OF MERRILL

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN GLASS BULLETIN
BOARD AT W4594 PROGRESS AVENUE
AND AT--www.townofmerrillwi.gov

or call Chairman-Mike Hass
with questions at 715-218-7821 42

15
84

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

PLOW TRUCK AND/OR
GRADER OPERATOR

• Must have a CDL

10

7110General Employment 

1

7005Announcements 

27

7200Rummage Sales This Week 

46

7230Adaptive Equipment 

31

7208Estate Sales 48

7236Furniture and Home Decor 

52

7244Firewood 

55

7250Lawn and Garden 

64

7268Wanted to Buy 

66

7272Dogs 
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Call Mark
715-503-5460

• Hidden Fastener Snap Lock
• Ventilated at Peak
• 4 Star Hail & Fire Resistant
• Can Be Installed Over Existing Roof

371088

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

Wisco
Steel R

oofng LLC

Wisco
Steel Roofing, LLC

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

KITSEMBLE
EXTERIORS

Roofing: Shingles • Rubber • Steel Siding: Vinyl
Decks, Windows & Remodels
Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates

Cell: (715)610-5808
Owner: George Kitsemble Jr.

Serving Central WI for over 30 years. 13
11

6

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
35

13

M&M Builders LLC

Houses - Garages
Roofing - Pole Sheds

Siding - Decks

Work 715-560-8308
Home 715-773-8292

Merlin Schrock
Lublin, WI 54447

Soffit - Fascia
5”-6” Gutters
Leaf Guards

Call for Free Estimate!

42
26

74

Interior & Exterior from start to finish!

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

Free Estimates
• Light Excavating
• Demolitions/Removal
• Stump Removal
• Dump Trailer Service
• Trenching...

and more
• Fully Insured

Gleason, WI.
715-216-4682

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34
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SOLICITATION OF BIDS

The Estate of Michael J. Howland solicits bids for the
purchase of the residence located at N2542 County
Road JJ in the Town of Merrill, Lincoln County,
Wisconsin. The home will be sold with approximately
two (2) acres of land. This 1544 square foot three
(3) bedroom, two (2) bath ranch home features an
attached two (2) car garage.
Five (5) additional vacant land parcels are available
ranging in size from two (2) to eight (8) acres; including
one parcel that has a well, septic system and garage,
and another parcel that includes a strip of land with
frontage extending to Lake Pesobic.
The premises may be inspected on Saturday,
November 16th from 9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. The
premises and improvements are being sold in AS IS
condition without any warranties or representations of
any nature whatsoever. All bidders are encouraged to
thoroughly inspect the premises and may make their

bid contingent upon an inspection. Title to the premises
shall be conveyed by Personal Representative’s
deed except restrictions, reservations, easements,
agreements, covenants and rights-of-way of record.
The Personal Representative reserves the right
to reject any and all bids or to accept any bid or
combination of bids he deems most satisfactory in his
sole discretion. Terms of sale: $2,500 within seven (7)
days of notification of acceptance of bid and balance
of bid price in cash at time of closing, with closing to
be within thirty (30) days of notification of acceptance
of bid. All bids shall be sealed in an envelope marked
“Howland Estate Bid” and sent by first class mail to
Attorney Craig J, Nienow, N5041 County Road JJ,
Irma, WI 54442.
Bidswill be examinedon the 27thdayofNovember,
2024. The successful bidder, if any, will be notified on
or before the 4th day of December, 2024.

425106

Property Strip to Lake Pesobic

LOT 6

LOT 5

LOT 4

LOT 3

LOT 1

LOT 2

Town of Merrill

PURE BRED POMERAN IAN
PUPS. ADORABLE & FRIENDLY
$500 Call or text 715-5120824
(11/11)

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67

PLOVER VIEW CON STRUC TION
New Con struc tion or Re mod el ing:
Roof ing, Sid ing, Flat work, Dry wall,
Floor ing. For all your con struc tion
needs, call Jody at 715-581-2603

FREE ES TI MATES
OVER 25 YRS. EX PE RI ENCE

BUY ING SAL VAGE MO TOR CY -
CLES-ATVS-WA TER CRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty
Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty
Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

PURE BRED GER MAN SHEP ARD
PUPS. Black/Tan Fam ily Raised
Chil dren Friendly Aug. Born DEW
Vet Ck’d 715-669-7306 (11/4)

TOM A HAWK- Fin ish ing up re mod -
el ing, 3 BD home lo cated be tween
Sara & Bradley Parks. 3-sea son
porch front & rear, W/D hookups,
new floor ing. Rent & se cu rity $850
each, water/sewer & garbage incl.
NO PETS. Lost phone #'s, call
again, 715-612-0357

Pomeran ian pups Farm raised
Sable color Pretty, Friendly Vet.
Ck’d MAKE OFFER 715-229-9088
(10/28)

Brown & White Boston Ter rier
Male pup. Shots DEW Vet
Checked $300. 715-654-0060

BOSTON TER RIER PUPS $700
CALL OR TEXT 715-316-2617

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

BOSTON TER RIER PUP PIES
Males/Fe males Health Guar
Ready Now 715-937-0916 no text

Tiny Home/Cabin: Con structed
in 2015: 396 square foot (36 L x
11 W) cus tom built tiny
home/cabin on mo bile home
frame on wheels. 2x4 side walls
and rafters. Great con di tion.
Ideal for use on a lake lot, hunt -
ing cabin, tiny home res i dence
for one or two peo ple. Many ex -
tras in cluded. Ask ing $55,000.00
(ne go tiable) For ad di tional in for -
ma tion, call 715-457-5130 or
715-457-5141

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Dec. 10th Vac. Pak.
Incl. Pro cess ing $6.50lb. 715-250-
2793

BI CHON POO DLE PUPS. GOR -
GEOUS col ors shots, dew vet ck’d
F-$325 M-$300 715-669-3607
(11/4)

66

7272Dogs 

71

7284Livestock 

5

7514 Recreational Trailers  

75

7292Agriculture Services 

118

7409Homes for Rent 

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 

147

7502Motorcycles 

111

7368Remodeling 
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Absence of effort
5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude
14. The act of coming
together again
15. Simpler
18. Visionaries
19. Large, fish-eating bird
21. Indicates near
23. Former CIA agent and
critic
24. Icelandic poems
28. Pop
29. “Hammer” is one
30. Senses of self-importance
32. Thyrotrophic hormone
33. Not around
35. Electronic data
processing
36. Licenses and passports
are two types
39. Snakelike fish
41. Air Force
42. Popular computers
44. Of a withered nature
46. Wings
47. Used in combination
49. Laid back
52. Jeweled headdress
56. In slow tempo
58. __ Falls
60. Assertions made again
62. Periods of history
63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
1. Body part

2. Mimics
3. Expel large quantities
rapidly
4. Sea eagle
5. A type of subdivision
6. Variety of Chinese
7. Mr. T’s name on “The
A-Team”
8. Consumed
9. Chinese dynasty
10. NFL great Randy
12. Ireland
13. Palm trees with creeping
roots
16. Fungal disease
17. Impressionable persons
20. Affirmative! (slang)
22. Instinctive part of the
mind
25. “The First State”
26. A way to develop
27. Fraternities

29. Woman (French)
31. Sunscreen rating
34. Beer
36. Spiritual leader
37. Indigo bush
38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Junior’s father
43. Ray-finned fishes
45. Morning
48. Line passing side to side
through the center (abbr.)
50. Double curve
51. A small bundle of straw
or hay
53. Got older
54. Crater on Mars
55. Humanities
57. Relating to the ears
58. “To the __ degree”
59. Residue of a burned
product
61. It cools a home

©MetroCreative
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Members of the Ozaukee Guzzlers North M.C. present a donation for $2,500 to Betty 
Stillman with the Nokomis food pantry. Submitted photo.

New program aims to expand access to driver 
education courses for low-income Wisconsin teens

Governor Tony Evers 
and the Wisconsin 
Department of  
Transportation (WisDOT) 
last week announced the 
launch of  Wisconsin’s new 
Driver Education Grant 
Program.

A release from Evers’ 
office said the program 
“aims to reduce barriers 
for low-income students 
to take driver education 
courses and become 
licensed drivers, while 
promoting safe driving and 
safer roads.”

Last year, Evers signed 
2023 Wisconsin Act 86 
into law, creating a driver 
education grant program 
to pay the costs of  driver 
education courses for 
certain low-income 
eligible students at 
approved driver education 
providers. Funded by $6 

million set aside in the 
governor’s 2023-25 biennial 
budget, the program 
covers a driving school’s 
fees for 30 hours of  
classroom time, 6 hours of  
observation, and 6 hours 
of  behind-the-wheel driver 
training, according to the 
release. 

The release said the 
tuition will be paid 
directly to the driving 
school. The funds will be 
made available to eligible 
applicants on a first-come, 

first-served basis until 
the available funds are 
depleted.

“WisDOT’s Division of  
Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
developed a streamlined 
process to deliver this 
program,” the release said. 

Teens who are eligible 
for free or reduced-price 
lunch can apply to have 
their classroom and 
behind-the-wheel driver 
training paid for by the 
state, according to the 
release. Students receiving 
grants may enroll in any 
driver education program 
offered by an authorized 
provider, such as a public 
school, CESA program, 
Tribal or private school, 
or DMV-licensed driver 
training school. 

Enrolled students will 
receive a confirmation 
email with a coupon code 

that they will then provide 
to the driver training 
school. The school enters 
the coupon number with 
the student record, and 
the driving school will be 
reimbursed for the course 
fee.

“Expanding access 
to driver education for 
students across the 
state makes our kids 
and drivers safer, our 
streets safer, and our 
communities safer,” Evers 
said. “Tackling reckless 

and dangerous driving 
across our state has been 
an important priority for 
our administration, and 
I’m glad it’s an issue that 
finally received bipartisan 
attention and support last 
session. This program 
will help take the financial 
burden out of  providing 
kids with quality driver 
education for low-income 
families and ensure we are 
setting them up for success 
by becoming licensed 
drivers.”

“Affordable driver 
training is a tool in our 
toolbox to help us improve 
safety on our roads,” said 
WisDOT Deputy Secretary 
Kristina Boardman. 
“This innovative program 
gives more of  our young 
people the vital education 
they need to become 
safe drivers. We’ve made 
the enrollment process 
easy for the student and 
straightforward for the 
authorized driver training 
provider.”

New online tool for analyzing 
water quality of lakes,  
streams now available

The Wisconsin 
Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR) last week 
announced the release 
of  the Wisconsin Water 
Explorer, a web-based tool 
that can help Wisconsin 
residents address concerns 
about the quality of  water 
in their local lakes or rivers.

The tool is available 
online at dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/SurfaceWater/
WEx.html. 

A release from DNR 
said answering water 
quality questions requires 
sophisticated computer 
software and extensive 
datasets. 

“The Wisconsin Water 
Explorer tool makes 
scientific data analysis 
accessible to the public by 
automating the process 
of  finding and analyzing 
data,” DNR said. “The 
tool provides insights into 
current conditions and 
trends through graphs, 
maps, and automated 
reports.”

DNR said the Wisconsin 
Water Explorer tool also 
consolidates several water 
quality tools into one 
platform. For example, 
Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Network volunteers can 
now access and share 

automated annual reports 
summarizing data from 
their respective lakes.

Paul Skawinski, 
statewide educator for the 
Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Network, said he 
appreciates the Wisconsin 
Water Explorer tool’s ease 
of  use.

“Both volunteers and 
staff use Wisconsin Water 
Explorer to quickly 
generate and download 
PDF reports and graphs to 
understand how a lake’s 
water quality has changed 
over time,” Skawinski 
said.”It’s very easy to print 
these files or share them 
with other interested people 
around the lake.” 

The Wisconsin Water 
Explorer includes an 
updated version of  
the Wisconsin Lake 

Modeling Suite to help 
non-technicians analyze 
whether a lake adheres to 
water quality standards, 
identify likely sources of  
pollution, and determine 
the necessary level 
of  improvement for 
restoration.

Those interested in 
participating in water 
quality monitoring in their 
area are encouraged to join 
the DNR’s Citizen Lake 
Monitoring Network or 
Water Action Volunteers or 
to reach out to their local 
water quality biologist.

For additional 
information regarding 
water quality activities at 
the DNR, visit the Water 
Quality Bureau’s Surface 
Water webpage at dnr.
w i s c o n s i n . g o v / t o p i c /
surfacewater. 

Taken in Washburn County, Wisconsin. Jen Tepp Photo.

Tim & Jess Seeger 
of Merrill recently got 
married and asked 
guests to bring items for 
the pet at Lincoln County 
Humane Society (LCHS) 
in lieu of the traditional 
gifts. They collected all 
of the items shown in this 
photo, plus $291 and a 
Tractor Supply gift card! 
“Thank you so much for 
thinking of the shelter on 
our special day!” LCHS 
staff said.
 Submitted photo.
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU
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BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The T.B. Scott Free 
Library in Merrill will hold 
a soft opening for their 
new Memory Cafe event on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, from 
10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. in the 
Community Room at the 
library [106 W. First St. in 
Merrill]. 

Staff  at the T.B. Scott 
Free Library are working 
together with Compassus, 
a service that provides 
individuals with in-home 
health care for a variety of  
circumstances, to provide 
this opportunity. 

Memory Cafés are for 
those experiencing early 

stage dementia, mild 
memory loss, or cognitive 
impairment and their care 
partners, family, or friends, 
a press release from the 
library said.

“The idea of  a Memory 
Café was created in 1997 in 
the Netherlands as a way 
of  breaking through the 
shame of  a subject that 
was rarely talked about - 
Alzheimer’s Disease,” said 
Maria Pregler, Head of  
Adult Services at the T.B. 
Scott Free Library. “Our 
idea for the Memory Café 
program was prompted 
by a growing community 
need. The library often sees 
caregivers and their loved 

ones coming in looking for 
ways to stimulate memories 
and conversation, which 
is where the Memory Café 
may help.”

“We envision bringing 
people together who are 
facing the same challenges 
with dementia, either as 
the person with the disease 
or the individual who cares 
for the person, in the hopes 
that the program fosters 
relationships that continue 
to grow outside of  the 
Memory Café,” she said. 
“We will off er crafts, games, 
entertainment, and snacks, 
as well as other library and 
community resources that 
can assist in making their 

lives a little easier.”
The T.B. Scott Free 

Library intends the 
Memory Café to be a 
monthly event facilitated 
by volunteers who are 
trained in dementia care 
and related issues.

“Have some fun, 
socialize, and be yourself,” 
organizers invite. This fi rst 
November Memory Café 
will have a Thanksgiving 
theme, enable attendees to 
get to know one another, 
and allow attendees to 
make a sweet treat turkey 
to take home.

Registration is required. 
Call 715.536.7191 for more 
information or to register. 

2024 P.E.O. Flower Sale
In May 2024, P.E.O. 

Chapter AA of  Merrill 
hosted a fl ower basket 
fundraiser. P.E.O. is a 
Philanthropic Educational 
Organization, where 
women celebrate the 
advancement of  women and 
contribute to the education 
of  women through 
scholarships, grants, loans, 
awards for continuing 
education, and stewardship 
of  Cottey College. P.E.O. 
was founded in 1869 as a 
seven-member sorority 
at Iowa Wesleyan College 
in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, 
and strives to motivate 
women to achieve their 
highest aspirations. The 
organization was originally 
rooted in the philosophy 
and institutions of  the 
Methodist Church, which 
actively promoted women’s 
rights and education in 
America during the 19th 
century.

The sisterhood today 
aims to serve women 
worldwide and welcomes 
women of  all races, 
religions, and backgrounds. 

It has evolved into a 
diverse, community-based 
organization with 5,632 

chapters and approximately 
197,000 members in each 
of  the 50 United States, 

District of  Columbia, and 
in six Canadian provinces.

For the past three years 
local P.E.O. members have 
sold fl ower baskets as their 
primary fundraising eff ort 
to generate support for 
their projects. 

Members said they 
had a fun day sharing the 
beauty of  the fl owers and 
P.E.O. with the Merrill 
area community and raised 
approximately $2,200. 

Over the years Chapter 
AA has assisted local 
women with awards of  
various amounts for 
various purposes.

“We would like to extend 
a big thank you to everyone 
who has supported P.E.O. 
through the years,” 
P.E.O. members said. For 
more information, go to 
peointernational.org or 
contact any of  their local 
Chapter offi  cers:  Kathy 
Spencer, President; or Kay 
Smith, Carolyn Saunders. 
Cheryl Schultz, Kelly 
Purmal, Mary Owens, or 
Laurie Johnston.

Members of the P.E.O. Chapter AA of Merrill with some of their 
fl ower baskets. Submitted photo.

|BRIEFS|
LCHS August Donors

LCHS August Honorariums

The Lincoln County 
Humane Society (LCHS) 
would like to thank the 
following donors for their 
support in August:

UnitedHealth Group; 
Judith Anderson; Sara 
Schenzel; Meghan 
Stevenson; Dean Barker; 
Jonathan Kuehn; Nadine 
Appel; Cecil Ballou; Elise 
Lang; Bobb Bergman; 
United Parcel Service 
Oasis Supply; Jo Ann 
Brandenburg; Edwin Burr 
Gipple; Dawn Gourlie; 
Marlene Graap; Diane 
Witscheber; Pamela 
Welch; Janet Selnes; 
Merrill Movieland 
Event; Donna Schneider; 
Darlene Raunio; Russell 
& Nancy Putnam; Kendra 
Hawley; Mark Smith; Ivy 
Catlin; Hy-da Way Bar; 
Anonymous; Mary Jaax; 
John Lazarz; William Rose; 
James & Jane Parsons; 

Michael & Jill Oemichen; 
Tasha Jaeger; Sharayah 
Lee; Amy Marthenze; 
Taylyn Brooks; Diana 
Hannemann; Ryan & 
Shelly Schilling; Barbara 
Dalsky Dern; Denvert 
Woller; Linda Tompach; 
Paypal Giving Fund; 
Kent & Sue Aschbrenner; 
Charities Aid Foundation 
America; and Hilary 
Scully.

The Lincoln County 
Humane Society would 
also like to thank the 
following donors for 
sponsoring adoption fees 
in August: 

Mary Austin; Megan 
Proulx; Becky Riiser; 
Stephanie Terpstra; Scott 
Olson; Barbara Dalsky 
Dern; Kathleen Tobin; and 
Jennifer Kreft.

Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated! 

The Lincoln County 
Humane Society would 
like to thank everyone who 
donated in honor of  a loved 
one in August:

Phyllis Fausch by 
anonymous; KC the cat by 
Kathryn & Randy Pophal; 
Bailee by Jo & Bill Kolar; 
Sarah Jean Lange Kitchen 
by Linda Shimek; Jan Evert 
by Rick & Judy Lombard; 
Joan Sodini by Steve & 
Jessica Thomaschefsky, 
Penny Callahan, Julie 
& Al Osness, and Vicki 
Davis; Carol Mishler by 
Church Mutual Insurance 
Company; Shiloh by John 
& Madelyn Natzke and 
Beatrice Lebal; Myssa 
by Mary Austin; Jenny 
Grattinger by Rachel 
Zblewski, Edward & Mary 
Lee Steigerwaldt, and 
Thomas & Sarah Galloy; 

Karen Jaeger by Brad 
& Tammy Woller and 
June Gempler; Harlow by 
Terri; Estelle Klemp by 
Jane Chapleau and Linda 
Hass; Val Grunenwald 
by Daniel & Jane Schulz, 
Sam & Gene Krause, and 
Vonya Ellsworth; Karen 
Thielig by Peggy Bauman; 
Eugene Rowe by Mary Ann 
Kufahl, Harvey & Terri 
Thomaschefsky, Ronald & 
Mariann Allen, and Jane 
Rowe; Judy Kaminski by 
Darrel & Melissa Dengel; 
Pete Lokemoen by Mariann 
& Steve Hanig; Scott 
Pfaff  by Gerald & Dawn 
Schmidt; Jeff  Radloff  by 
Peggy & Bob Bauman;  CJ 
by Peggy & Bob Bauman; 
and Wayne Bondioli by 
Bruckert Family.

Your support is greatly 
appreciated!

DNR: Source local fi rewood this fall 
to help protect Wisconsin’s forests 
The Wisconsin 

Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR) is urging 
Wisconsinites and state 
visitors to think twice before 
giving invasive species or 
harmful hitchhikers a ride 
in their fi rewood this fall.

As part of  National 
Firewood Awareness 
Month, the DNR is asking 
the public help prevent the 
spread of  invasive pests and 
harmful insects by making 
smart fi rewood choices. 

“Tree-killing hitchhikers 
often lurk on or inside 
fi rewood,” DNR said. 
“These include the spongy 
moth, emerald ash borer, 
the fungus that causes 
oak wilt, and many other 
invasive insects and fungi. 
Your fi rewood choices are 
important, and with good 
practice, you can help slow 
the spread of  these tree-
killing pests and diseases.”

When untreated fi rewood 
is transported away from the 
tree where it was harvested, 
those pests and fungi can 
later emerge to attack trees 

at the new location. This 
can happen whether that 
new location is in the next 
town or hundreds of  miles 
away.

DNR said the risk of  
spreading spongy moth on 
fi rewood remains high this 
fall. 

“Although infestation 
rates in 2024 were not as 
high as the record-setting 
summer of  2023, many 
areas in the state still saw 
high caterpillar numbers,” 
DNR stated. “That means 
increased numbers of  egg 
masses and an elevated 
risk of  spreading those 
egg masses to less-infested 
areas through fi rewood.”

Wisconsin has laws to 
help prevent the movement 
of  spongy moth, focusing on 
the risk posed by fi rewood, 
DNR noted.

• A state spongy moth 
quarantine prohibits the 
movement of  fi rewood and 
other products that can 
carry spongy moth eggs 
to counties on and near 
Wisconsin’s western border 

or other states where the 
pest is not established.

• Uncertifi ed fi rewood 
from more than 10 miles 
away is prohibited from 
entering state parks, state 
forests or other DNR 
properties. The DNR’s 
Firewood Rules and 
Resources webpage (dnr.
w i s c o n s i n . g o v / t o p i c /
I n v a s i v e s / f i r e w o o d ) 
explains fi rewood 
regulations.

• County, federal and 
private campgrounds may 
have similar fi rewood 
restrictions. If  moving 
fi rewood to or through 
tribal properties in 
Wisconsin, contact the tribe 
and follow its policy on 
allowable fi rewood.

The Don’t Move 
Firewood website 
(dontmovefirewood.org/) 
urges people to “buy local, 
burn local.” 

“That means purchasing 
fi rewood for your camping 
trip on-site instead of  
bringing it from home or 
picking it up along the 

way,” DNR stated. “It’s also 
strongly recommended that 
campers leave any unused 
fi rewood behind. It’s not 
worth bringing a pest home 
to infest your property. 
The same guidelines stand 
for those who use wood to 
heat their cabin or home. 
Closer is better. You don’t 
want to put the trees on 
your property at risk from 
hitchhiking insects or 
fungi.”

However, fi rewood 
that has been treatment-
certifi ed by the Wisconsin 
Department of  Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer 
Protection is safe and legal 
to take anywhere in the 
state.

All staff ed state parks and 
forests with campgrounds 
off er local fi rewood for 
sale, and fi rewood is often 
available for purchase 
privately nearby. To fi nd 
local fi rewood sellers 
and vendors of  certifi ed 
fi rewood, visit the 
Firewood Scout website at 
fi rewoodscout.org/. 

Check us out online!
  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!
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For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at 949-253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmantravel.com

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP
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DISCOVER & EXPLORE

SOJOURN TO THE SOUTH OF FRANCE:
LYON, BURGUNDY & PROVENCE

NOVEMBER 2025

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Roundtrip scheduled airfare from ORD or MSP
• 7 nights aboard the 5-star
Amadeus Provence Cruise Ship

• 1 night in Geneva, Switzerland
• Superb dining with all meals included
during your cruise
(buffet breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, and dinner)

• 24 hour coffee station
• Quality red & white wines from Europe’s great
wine regions with every dinner onboard the ship

• Welcome Dinner
• Captain’s Gala Dinner
• Daily onboard music performances
• Adelman Discoveries staff
• Non-smoking environment (smoking permitted
only on the Sun-Deck)

• Fuel Surcharges, air and port taxes
• Tours including: Geneva, Maconnais Excursion
& Wine Museum, Beaune & Burgundy Excursion,
Lyon City Tour, Avignon City Walk and
Arles City Walk

Departing
November 3, 2025

STARTING AT
$3,999

PER PERSON
w/air & taxes

Includes air and
a bonus night in

Geneva,
Switzerland!

NOVEMBER 2025
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Top Photo: David 
and Carmen Taggart 
did a motorcycle ride 
fundraiser around Lake 
Michigan and raised 
money for the pets at the 
Lincoln County Humane 
Society (LCHS)! “Such a 
fun idea!,” the staff and 
volunteers at LCHS said. 
“Thank you so much 
for thinking of LCHS 
and your continued 
support!” The Taggarts 
said, “We raised $863 
on Facebook. $50 
donation in our name 
from Chelsea R., a dog 
bench, and $100 in cash. 
We rode our motorcycle 
around Lake Michigan, 
1,073 miles in under 
19 hours on Sept. 7. 
We asked that people donate a 
penny per mile. Some donated 
much more. We were wanting to 
raise $300 and ended up earning 
$1,000. Carmen and I were so 
happy we could help. I suffer 
from severe PTSD from combat 
and my time as a cop in North 
Carolina. Though we have three 
cats, I come in once a week to 
play with the cats. It calms me 
and is very therapeutic.” Bottom 
Photo: David and Carmen 
Taggart on their motorcycle ride 
fundraiser for LCHS.
 Submitted photos.

MOVIES YOU GOTTA SEE

Why ‘The Other Guys’ belongs on the  
Will Ferrell Mount Rushmore

BY JALEN MAKI

There are few comedic actors working 
today who are more iconic than Will 
Ferrell. He’s one of  the greatest Saturday 
Night Live cast members of  all-time, and 
he’s starred in some of  the most beloved 
comedy movies of  the last 20-plus years. 
One Ferrell film that kind of  flew under 
the radar, yet deserves the same praise 
as his classics, is The Other Guys, Adam 
McKay’s 2010 buddy cop action comedy.

Before we dive too deep on Ferrell, here’s 
a quick setup of  The Other Guys: Allen 
Gamble (Ferrell) and Terry Hoitz (Mark 
Wahlberg) are NYPD officers. The film is 
aptly named, because they’re also, well, 
the other guys: while hotshot detectives 
P.K. Highsmith (Samuel L. Jackson) 
and Christopher Danson (Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson) are out on the streets, 
breaking cases open, making headlines, 
and generally just being super cool, Allen 
and Terry are stuck in the office. Allen’s 
a mild-mannered accountant, so desk 
duty’s right up his alley, but Terry’s a 
former up-and-comer on the force who’s 
been partnered with Allen as punishment 
because he accidentally shot and mildly 
wounded New York Yankees shortstop 
Derek Jeter during the World Series (the 
story is depicted with the help of  a great 
Jeter cameo and rehashed in a hilarious 
group therapy scene where Terry’s Yankee 
fan colleagues could not be less supportive 
of  him). When Highsmith and Danson meet 
one of  the most baffling yet hilarious movie 
demises ever, there’s a power and coolness 
vacuum within the precinct, and Terry 
wants to seize the day by doing some real 
police work. Allen, however, very much 
does not want to do that, but they soon 
(and somewhat accidently) find themselves 
on a major case: What started as a simple 
scaffolding permit violation turns out to be 
a much bigger scandal, and it’s up to Allen 
and Terry to save the day, despite pressure 

to drop the case from numerous sources, 
including their Captain, Gene Mauch (the 
unbelievable Michael Keaton, who we’ll get 
to later).

Ok, back to Ferrell. Although it was 
underappreciated when it first came out, 
The Other Guys has seemingly grown 
on people as years have passed, and for 
Ferrell fans, it’s now considered by many 
to be in or near the upper echelon of  his 
filmography. I’ll take it a step further: I 
believe The Other Guys belongs on the Will 
Ferrell Mount Rushmore.

If  you’re putting together a collection of  
Ferrell’s four greatest films, I think there 
are three locks, and folks, I love these dang 
movies. The first is Todd Phillips’ 2003 
frat comedy Old School, because Frank 
the Tank is a legendary Ferrell character; 
2004’s Anchorman: The Legend of  Ron 
Burgundy, also directed by McKay, is one 
of  the most influential comedies of  the 21st 

century, and a favorite movie of  mine; and 
McKay’s 2008 film Step Brothers is adored 
by Ferrell fans and has more than earned a 
spot on the monument.

In looking up and down Ferrell’s 
filmography, there are a few cases you 
could make for the fourth and final spot 
on the monument. If  you’re counting out 
The Other Guys, then Elf and Talladega 
Nights: The Ballad of  Ricky Bobby are 
probably the front runners here. Real 
Ferrell Heads might even try to sell you 
on 1998’s A Night at the Roxbury or 2007’s 
Blades of  Glory. But the goal of  a comedy 
is to make the audience laugh, and I think 
The Other Guys is simply funnier than all 
of  these movies.

When you boil it down, The Other Guys 
is really just a nonstop series of  top-tier 
bits, and it’s hard to believe 1.) The rate 
at which they’re cranked out; and 2.) How 
many of  them not only work, but crush. 
It seems like every 30 seconds, there’s a 
joke that’s possibly the funniest thing ever 
said in a film. With the movie being chock 
full of  great goofs, it’s super rewarding to 
revisit, because there’s always a different 
bit that stands out. The one that killed me 
on my most recent rewatch involves Allen 
and Terry going to an Irish pub, where 
Allen joins a group of  men in singing an 
unbelievably morose shanty (or maybe it’s 
just a song? Not sure of  the correct genre 
definition here). When Terry asks Allen if  
he enjoys signing such depressing tunes, 
Allen replies matter-of-factly, “I do. They’re 
full of  rich history.” For one, the song 
is hysterical, and two, Allen’s response 
to Terry’s question is so brilliantly and 
hilariously simple, and it captures the 
kind oddness of  his essence with laser-
focused precision. It’s one of  probably 30-
plus lines that are just completely tailor-
made for Ferrell to deliver. By this stage 
in their creative partnership, McKay and 
Ferrell were in a groove, and it absolutely 
shows throughout The Other Guys. The 
depressing Irish pub song scene is one of  
many that proves this. 

Speaking of  McKay and Ferrell, The 
Other Guys is their fourth film team-
up, following Anchorman, Talladega 
Nights, and Step Brothers. These are three 
hilarious, cherished movies. McKay and 
Ferrell could’ve easily phoned it in and 
cashed a check on their fourth time around, 
but they each take their respective craft 
seriously. The writing is as strong in The 
Other Guys as any other film they’ve done 
together, and Ferrell’s turn as more of  a 

straight-man rather than a goofball is one 
of  his best. McKay and Ferrell were one of  
comedy’s premier partnerships of  the 2000s 
and the 2010s, and The Other Guys is more 
than just another feather in their caps: it’s 
among their best collaborations.

The final reason why The Other Guys 
belongs on the Will Ferrell Mount Rushmore 
can be summed up in two words: Michael 
Keaton. My god, what a performance this 
man delivers. It’s just astoundingly funny. 
I’m not being hyperbolic when I say it is 
one of  the greatest comedic performances 
I’ve ever seen. Everything Keaton does as 
Mauch is talent and genius personified: 
his physicality, his line deliveries, his 
facial expressions, heck, his entire 
demeanor. Another A+ bit is how Mauch, 
while in serious conversations with Allen 
and Terry, quotes lyrics from TLC, the 
‘90s R&B group. When he tells Terry 
and Allen, “Don’t go chasin’ waterfalls” 
while discussing the case, they’re sort 
of  taken aback, and they’re even more 
confused when, after some understandable 
questioning about what just happened, 
Mauch tells them he doesn’t even know 
who TLC is or what they’re talking about. 
This happens several times in the movie, 
and it’s never clear whether Mauch is 
quoting TLC by accident or intentionally. 
It’s an incredibly silly running joke, and it 
certainly could’ve been a whiff, but Keaton 
is a master, and with the character he’s 
created, it somehow makes perfect sense. 
It’s just a god-tier performance. Without 
Keaton, I’m not sure The Other Guys quite 
has the juice to claim the fourth Ferrell 
Rushmore spot, but his turn as Mauch gets 
it over the hump and onto the monument. 

Taking a step back and looking at 
Ferrell’s four best films, they truly are 
some of  the funniest in recent memory. Few 
of  Ferrell’s contemporaries’ Rushmores 
could stand up to his, which is testament 
to his skill and adoration. Ferrell’s legacy 
will endure for decades to come, and it’s 
due in no small part to The Other Guys. I 
truly believe it’s one of  Ferrell’s greatest 
films; I didn’t include it on the monument 
on a whim. Because when it comes to the 
Will Ferrell Mount Rushmore, I don’t want 
no scrubs.

Jalen’s columns, “Movies You Gotta 
See” and “The Free Play,” can be found 
online at www.medium.com/@jalenmaki. 

Follow Jalen on Letterboxd at www.
letterboxd.com/jalenmaki182/ to see what 
he’s been watching.
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The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Practice begins Monday, November 18th

Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Practice begins Monday, November 11th

Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Practice begins Monday, November 18th

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Practice begins Monday, November 18th

Boys Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Practice begins Monday, November 11th

Girls Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Practice begins Monday, November 18th
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BY TINA L. SCOTT AND 
MICHAEL CAYLOR, JR.

The City of  Merrill 
Historic Preservation 
Committee considered 
nominations for individuals 
who made significant 
contributions to the Merrill 
community during their 
lifetimes and selected five 
individuals to be recognized 
in the community with an 
honorary street sign. Four 
such honorary street signs 
were erected, dedicated, 
and unveiled thus far in 
2024, and the fifth has been 
postponed to 2025 so that 
surviving members of  
the honoree’s immediate 
family who live out of  state 
can make arrangements to 
attend.

Roger “Budda” 
English

On Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, 
an honorary street sign was 
dedicated to Roger “Budda” 
[bud-ah] English at the 
intersection of  W. Main and 
Wright St. in Merrill. 

Budda English worked 
at the Lincoln County 
Bank – which was formerly 
located nearby at the 
corner of  W. Main St. and 
S. Prospect St. – for more 
than 42 years. His family 
chose this intersection, as 
he would have passed by it 
nearly every day walking 
to and from work and 
home for lunch, they said. 
His path on the west side 
was cemented in the work 
he accomplished for the 
citizens of  Merrill and his 
country. 

After graduating from 
Merrill Senior High School, 
Budda – always a proud 
Pointer – attended UW-
Stevens Point for two years 
before he was called into 
service for the country. 
Budda served in the United 
States Army during the 
Korean War, stationed in 
Germany. Active in his 
church, Trinity Lutheran, 
and the church’s school, 
Budda was also Alderman 
of  the 5th District for more 
than 25 years. 

An outstanding athlete, 
Budda was also a member 

of  the Silver M Club, having 
received both his Silver M 
and Golden M. Budda was 
also the very first recipient 
of  the Silver M’s Most 
Valuable Player Award. He 
served as a past president 
of  the club, and was named 
Honorary Co-Captain 
of  the team, along with 
his brother John, during 
Homecoming of  2006. 

Lavern “Chuck” 
Summers

On Monday, Sept. 16, 
an honorary street sign 
was dedicated for Lavern 
“Chuck” Summers at the 
intersection of  E. 5th St. 
and Logan St. in Merrill.

The score/broadcast 
booth at nearby Athletic 
Park is named in honor of  
Summers, and the family 
felt it most fitting to select 
the nearby corner in front 
of  the historic ball park as 
the location for a street sign 
in his honor. 

Chuck Summers came 
to Merrill in 1948 to be 
an announcer on the new 
radio station that was 
about to hit the airwaves, 
WLIN, and soon became 
the legendary “Voice of  
the Merrill Rangers”. 
The station was owned by 
former congressman Alvin 
O’Konski who also started 
what is now known as 
WJFW TV in Rhinelander. 
O’Konski hired Summers, 
as he was able to provide 
play-by-play for local 
baseball games. Summers 
initially recorded the games 
and then rushed back to 
the studio to re-broadcast 
them. Summers called the 
infamous Merrill Rangers 
vs Eau Claire Bears game in 
1952 when a young standout 
from Mobile, Ala., took 
the field at Athletic Park - 
Hank Aaron. Aaron went 
0-3 that day, and Merrill 
beat Eau Claire by a score 
of  3-1 during a game called 
early due to fog. (Summers’ 
family still has the original 
score card from that game.)

Summers, who passed 

away in 2007, also worked 
for WSAU radio and WJMT 
in Merrill. Besides the 
Rangers, he was also very 
involved with calling high 
school athletic contests 
during his broadcasting 
career.

Robert “Bob” Gruling
On Wednesday, Sept. 

25, an honorary sign was 
dedicated to honor Merrill 
educator, Robert “Bob” 
Gruling. The sign, located 
at the corner of  E. 6th St 
and Hope St. in Merrill, is 
also located right in front of  
Washington School where 
Bob was the principal for 
many years until he retired 
in 1990.

Born in 1931 in Hamburg, 
Bob was one of  20 children. 
He went to high school in 
Athens and then attended 
UW-Stevens Point where 
he graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education. He 
furthered his studies at UW-
Madison where he received 
a Masters in guidance and 
administration.

Bob worked his entire 
career in education with 
the Merrill School District. 
He was first assigned as 
a teacher at the former 
Franklin School, then went 
on to be principal at Pine 
River, Lincoln, and then 
Washington School.

Bob was very active in the 
community, having served 
in leadership roles for the 
Merrill Historical Society, 
Century Farm Project of  
Lincoln and Marathon 
Counties, Marathon County 
Genealogy Society, the 
Brickyard School House, 
Lincoln County 4-H, and 
the River Bend Trail.

In addition to city 
representatives and 
family members, school 
children, teachers, and 
administrators also came 
out for the dedication of  
Bob’s honorary street sign. 

Robert Klug
On Saturday, Sept. 28, an 

honorary street sign was 
dedicated to pay tribute to 
Robert Klug, who served 
as city clerk for 32 years – 
the longest tenure in city 
history. The sign, located 
at the intersection of  E, 
1st St. and Cleveland St. 
stands near the old Merrill 
City Hall building which 
has since been turned into 
unique apartments. 

Robert was first elected 
to the Merrill City Council 
in 1946 before becoming 
City Clerk in 1950. He 
served until 1982 when a 
sudden heart attack led to 
his death while attending 
a Wisconsin Clerks and 
Finance Convention in 
Oshkosh. 

Besides his work for the 
city, Klug was a member of  
several state organizations 
for clerks, finance, and 
municipalities. He was also 
treasurer and chairman for 
the March of  Dimes and the 
Lincoln County Chapter of  
the National Foundation 
and was very active in 
his church, St. John’s 
Lutheran. 

His family chose that 
particular day for the sign 
dedication because it was 
Homecoming weekend 
in Merrill. Klug was 
the founder and former 
president of  the Wisconsin 
State Football League and 
coached the Merrill Foxes 
from 1940 to 1953. He also 
coached numerous baseball 

teams, from slow pitch to 
Little League. 

Generations of  Robert 
Klug’s family have 
previously and continue to 
serve the City of  Merrill 
in various capacities, from 
committee members to our 
current fire chief. 

A fifth sign to come
A fifth person who made 

a significant impact on 
Merrill was selected to be 
honored in 2024; however, 
the installation and 
dedication of  that sign has 
been postponed until 2025 
to allow family members 
to travel to Merrill. That 
honorary street sign will 
honor Ralph “Fata” Voigt, 

the longest serving Mayor 
in the history of  Merrill. 
Some of  Ralph’s surviving 
family members will be 
traveling to attend from out 
of  state. 

Nominees for 2025 
honorary street signs

In March 2025, Merrill’s 
Historic Preservation 
Committee will begin 
accepting nominations for 
those who wish to nominate 
a person who made a 
significant impact in the 
Merrill community for the 
distinction of  having an 
honorary street sign named 
for that person and erected 
in his/her honor.

Robert J. B. Klug.
 Historical photo.

Chuck Summers’ surviving 
family members pose for a 
photo at the honorary street 
sign placed at the corner of 
E. 5th St. and Logan St. in his 
memory.

A close-up view of the 
honorary street sign honoring 
Robert “Bob” Gruling.  

Surviving family members gather around the honorary street sign for Robert Klug who served as 
City Clerk of Merrill for 32 years. It is located at the corner of E. First St. and Cleveland St.
 Submitted photos.

Merrill Mayor Steve Haas, MAPS Superintendent Shannon Murray, and teachers and students 
gather for a photo in front of Washington School after they came out to witness the unveiling of 
the street sign erected right in front of their school at the intersection of E. 6th St and Hope St. in 
honor of former Washington School Principal Bob Gruling. 

The family of Roger “Budda” English were there to celebrate 
the dedication of an honorary street sign that bears his name at 
the corner of W. Main and Wright St.
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Emily Winter

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Emily Winter, a Junior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the week of Nov. 7, 2024. Emily
started swimming at age 6 for the Merrill Aqua Jays and this is her 12th season swimming competitively, her 3rd on the MHS
Girls Varsity Swim Team. Her favorite event is the 100 breaststroke, but she also swims distance freestyle and competes in relay
events. After healing from surgery to remove a bone tumor “and with help from my teammates,” Emily is now back up to a high
level of training “which built my confidence and speed in the pool,” she said. Emily also dances lyrical, jazz, and hip hop, this year
in four group routines, at Brooke’s School of Dance.
Part-time work also keeps Emily near the pool. She works at the Aquatic Center at the MARC in summer and year round at the
Prairie River Middle School (PRMS) pool. She was recently promoted to head lifeguard at PRMS, is a water safety instructor, and
also teaches swim lessons in the summer. At school, her favorite class is Injury and Sports Management. Emily plans to become
a nurse, “so this class allows me to get hands-on work and learn about nutrition and other things in the medical field.” She is an
officer for Fellowship of Christian Athletes and belongs to the National Honor Society, and she volunteers helping at the Pine River
School for Young Learners and at Trinity Lutheran Church.
In her free time, she likes to hang out with friends and family, visit her sister at college, shoot target archery, and do fun things
like going to the Haunted Sawmill.
The daughter of Kristie and Chris Winter of Merrill, Emily has a 3,7 GPA and plans to either go into the Coast Guard or attend NTC
to further her goal of becoming either an ER nurse or a flight nurse.

Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.
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Court settlement reached in 2021 Devil Creek fish kill
TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Oct. 1, 2024, Wisconsin 
Attorney General  Josh Kaul 

announced a settlement 
has been reached with the 
previous owners/operators 
of  Morning View Dairy - 
Morning View Dairy, LLC, 

Erich W. Roth, the Erich 
Roth Living Trust, Heinz 
Roth, and Heinz Roth 
Living Trust - near Merrill. 
Wisconsin Department 

of  Justice (DOJ) Public 
Protection Unit Assistant 
Attorney General Emily 
M. Ertel represented the 
State. Lincoln County 

Circuit Court and the 
State legislature’s Joint 
Committee on Finance 
approved the settlement 
on Sept. 26 wherein “the 
defendants agreed to pay 
$70,000 to resolve violations 
related to a fish kill in Devil 
Creek caused by the dairy in 
2021,” a press release from 
AG Kaul said. $50,000 of  
the $70,000 settlement will 
be paid to the Wisconsin 
Department of  Natural 
Resources for the fish 
killed, and the remainder 
includes forfeitures and 
surcharges, as well as court 
costs and attorney fees. 

“The State alleged 
that a leaky valve on the 
dairy’s manure storage 
facility allowed manure 
to escape and flow into 
Devil Creek,” the release 
said. “DNR first received 
a report of  contamination 
in Devil Creek on June 9, 

2021. On June 10, 2021, DNR 
fisheries staff observed 
distressed, dying, and dead 
fish in Devil Creek from 
the dairy downstream to 
the creek’s confluence 
with the Wisconsin River. 
The manure caused the 
dissolved oxygen in the 
creek to drop to near zero 
and resulted in a complete 
kill of  all species and sizes 
of  fish over 3.8 miles of  the 
creek.”

“The public can help 
ensure that violations 
of  our water laws are 
addressed,” Kaul said. 
“Thank you to the person 
who provided the tip that 
led to the investigation in 
this case.” To report water 
contamination or a fish kill 
anonymously, call the DNR 
Tip Hotline at 1.800.TIP.
WDNR (1.800.847.9367).

Two holiday exhibits featured at T.B. Scott Library
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The T.B. Scott Free Library in Merrill 
will feature two holiday exhibits as part of  
their Beyond Books Community ArtShare 
program in November and December.

The first exhibit, titled “A Sleigh of  
Santas” includes a group of  Santas, 
called a “sleigh.” Joan Pregler, a life-long 
resident of  Langlade County, will share her 
collection of  Santas which started 55 years 
ago when her sister-in-law gave her a Santa 
as a Christmas gift. That was the beginning 
of  Pregler’s love for everything related to 
Santa, and she typically buys one or two 
new Santas each year. At one point she had 
more than 210 statues, although she has 
trimmed her collection a bit since then. 
Her collection also includes Santa prints, 
pictures, and ornaments from around the 
world with Santas dressed in unique attire 
that represents that country. Her favorite 
Santa is a light up lantern in Santa’s hand 
and his head turns, a gift she received from 
her mother-in-law many years ago.

The second exhibit, “Wild for Christmas 
Cards,” will feature the original artwork 
of  Ann Ruder, who began creating original 
sketches and paintings of  wildlife for 
Christmas cards 20 years ago. Ruder 
continued her passion by creating a 
different wildlife creation every year, and 

friends have commented that they “saved 
every card over the years as a collection.”

In high school, Ruder received 
scholarship awards for her art work and a 
First Place in Wisconsin for her Hallmark 
Art Talent Contest entry. She studied art at 
the University of  Wisconsin-Oshkosh. She 
has received “Best in Shows” and Golden 

Pallet Knife awards for her artistic ability 
and has sold many of  her pieces over the 
years. 

Ruder is an Art Director at an area 
printing firm and has also received awards 
for her graphic art work in that capacity. 
She also continues to enjoy sketching, 

painting, pen and ink, and working with 
watercolors, oils, acrylics, and pastels.

Both exhibits will be located on the 
second floor in the historic Carnegie Wing 
in the library beginning Nov. 4 and will 
continue through the month of  December.

Another Santa figurine in Pregler’s collection.

An owl graced the front of the 2012 Christmas 
card. Submitted photos.

One of Joan Pregler’s collection of Santa’s, 
this figurine and others will be on display at the 
T.B. Scott Free Library in the “Sleigh of Santas” 
exhibit in November and December.

The 2014 Christmas card featured a rendition 
of a bobcat.

This Santa figurine’s head actually turns and 
the lantern is lit. He is Joan Pregler’s current 
favorite in her collection, a gift from her mother-
in-law years ago.

The “Wild for Christmas Cards” exhibit 
features the original artwork of Ann Ruder, like 
this cougar card.

This folk Santa is another in Pregler’s collection.
 Submitted photos.


