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PELLETS ON SALE
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IF YOU DON’T GET A
PAPER AT YOUR HOME OR
BUSINESS EVERY WEEK...
Please contact your Local Post Master

or speak with your mail carrier

Direct mailed by zip code to
over 14,600 homes every Thursday! 35
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Your
Hometown
Newspaper
Since 1956

September 19th - October 4th
No purchase necessary

Deadline is Friday, October 4th at 4:00 PM
at the Merrill Foto News office, 2011 E. Main St.
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BY JALEN MAKI
MMC STAFF

The Lincoln County 
Board of  Supervisors will 
once again explore the sale 
of  Pine Crest Nursing Home 
in Merrill.

During its meeting 
at the Lincoln County 
Service Center in Merrill 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, 
the Board approved a 
resolution authorizing the 

County’s Administrative 
and Legislative (A&L) 
Committee to pursue a 
sale of  the County-owned 
facility.

Under the resolution, the 
Committee has the option 
to include the County’s 
Health and Human Services 
building in a potential sale.

According to the 
resolution, several parties 
have expressed interest in 
purchasing the nursing 

home, including Senior 
Management Inc. and 
Merrill Campus LLC. 
The organizations were 
previously set to buy Pine 
Crest and the Health and 
Human Services building 
earlier this year, until 
they terminated the Asset 
Purchase Agreement with 
Lincoln County in response 
to a lawsuit filed by District 7 
Supervisor Donald Dunphy 
in May.

Dunphy, who is also a 
member of  People for Pine 
Crest, a local group that 
has advocated against the 
sale of  the facility, said the 
lawsuit was his “vehicle 
to keep Pine Crest from 
being sold.” The suit was 
dismissed in July.

In August, the Board 
voted 8-11 to reject a 

Lincoln County Board to again explore 
sale of Pine Crest Nursing Home

See PINE CREST 
page 19

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

More than 3,500 Merrill area 
residents lost power last Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, 2024, shortly after noon when 
demolition crews taking down a tall 
tower on the old feed mill building 
behind the current River Country 
Co-op inadvertently brought down a 
power line in the process.

The unexpected power outage in the 
middle of  a beautiful sunny day had 
residents scratching their heads and 
wondering, until many turned to social 
media to quickly learn the cause of  the 
interruption to their home, business, 

and school day.
The Merrill Police Department 

and Merrill Fire Department both 
responded to the scene. 

Wisconsin Public Service predicted 
it would take until approximately 
3 p.m. to restore power to all those 
affected, as they did not immediately 
know the cause of  the outage, but 
crews were successful in reconnecting 
lines and restoring power to affected 
homes and businesses well before the 
3 o’clock hour. 

Merrill Area Public Schools (MAPS) 
Superintendent Shannon Murray 
sent out a thank you message and 

notification via social media shortly 
after 3 p.m. that day, commending 
staff for facilitating a smooth response 
to the outage, which affected several 
schools in the MAPS District.

He thanked everyone “for pulling 
together and working through what 
could have been a miserable situation.” 
and said “Heather Kahr [Principal 
at Kate Goodrich Elementary 
School], Megan Kautzer [Principal at 
Washington Elementary School], and 
Cassie Schultz [Principal at Prairie 
River Middle School] did a great job of  

Demolition takes down power line, 
leaves 3,500 without power 

See DEMOLITION page 5

Demolition at the old feed mill resulted in a power outage last Tuesday, Sept. 17. Austin Brown photos.

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Merrill Homecoming 
commemorates more 
than just the current 
year’s football game and 
Homecoming Dance. It is 
also traditional in Merrill 
to celebrate the Varsity 
football players from years 
gone by who continue to 
support Merrill football. 

This year marks the 80th 
annual celebration of  the 
Merrill Silver M Club and 
will celebrate more than 
25 new members being 
inducted into the Silver 
M Club, along with more 
than 25 new members being 
inducted into the Golden M 
Club, and one very special 

inductee into the Diamond 
M Club. New members 
will be introduced prior to 
the Merrill vs. Lakeland 
Homecoming Football 
Game in the south end zone 
and will be honored before 
the start of  the game. 

Membership into the 
Silver M Club is open to 
and recognizes players and 
managers 25 years after 
earning their first Varsity 
letter in Merrill High School 
(MHS) football, and also 
recognizes coaches 25 years 
after their first year of  
coaching.

This year the following 
individuals will be inducted 
into the Silver M Club, 
having first lettered in 1999:  
John Benedict, Jessica 

Delaney, Pete Fry, Tyler 
Gehrmann, Penny Godleski, 
Mike Hill, John Hughes, 
Jesse Jensen, Trumaine 
Jarocki, Rob Klug, Tim 
Krause, Matt Kropp, Dean 
Lambrecht, Kristen Latzig, 
Andy Lokemoen, Molly 
(Cournaya) Lyon, Ryan 
Neff, Scott Olson, John 
Paul (Coach), Brian Plisch, 
Clint Rogers, Tom Schofield, 
Brad Seubert, Matt Taylor, 
Jake Vandergeest, Joe 
Weckwerth, Paul Weix, and 
Jacob Zastrow.

Similarly, new members 
are inducted into the 
Golden M and Diamond M 
Clubs at the momentous 
occasions of  their 50 and 75 
years after first lettering, 
respectively. The following 

individuals will be inducted 
into the Golden M Club, 
having first lettered in 
1974:  Dave Borchardt, Al 
Detert (Deceased), Randy 
English, Steve Ferries, Bill 
Folta, Doug Freeman, Doug 
Grisa, Bob Henson, Joel 
Juhlke, Rob Kudick, Steve 
Luterbach (Deceased), Tom 
Lutzke, Jon Malm, Pat 
Nelson, Mike Norris, Kelly 
O’Day, Rick Plautz, Steve 
Rajek, Dave Saal, Mike Saal, 
Mark Schultz, Bob Semling, 
Dan Stiver, Steve Strom, Tim 
Wanless, Don Wendorf, Russ 
Yanda (Deceased), Dennis 
Yorde, and John Zuelsdorff.

One football player will be 

Merrill’s Silver M Club celebrates 
80th Annual Reunion and induction of 

Diamond, Golden, and Silver M inductees

See REUNION 
page 18



225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau
715-355-4462715-355-4462

Hours:Monday-Friday 9a-7p, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

King
Cake

No Proof
Sub Roll Dough

Gluten-Free
Baked Sub Buns

Chocolate
Cheesecake

Cut Raw
Chicken

41
57

26

$$999999$$99

$$119999 $$229999

$$339999

$$669999

Whole Wheat
Cinnamon Roll

Dough

12ct. 8ct.

8pc.

2 for

6ct.

Order Bulk by Phone
Order Small Items Online

or Pickup in Person

715-675-5856 • HsuGrowingSupply.com
237502 Co Rd W Wausau, WI 54403
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• Soil • Compost • Mulch • Grass Seed • Fertilizer • Food Plot
• Ginseng Chemicals • Food Waste & Yard waste Recycling Pick up

SCANME
for info

Landscaping & Gardening Supplies

Premium Pine

Wood Pellets

$649
40 lbs.

$300 a ton

FROZEN PIE
SHELLS

Regular-bottom only

$499
for 2

Double-bottom & top

$699
for 2

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINES

PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINESPINESPINES

Pie Pumpkins
$3 each

APPLES AND
MORE APPLES!

Ambrosia, Crimson Crisp,
Cortland, Macs, Jonagold,
and Yellow Delicious

$495
1/2 peck (approx 5 lbs.)

$14 a 1/2 bu.

Honey Crisp

$695
1/2 peck

$18 a 1/2 bu.

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

SUMMER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

New York
Concord Grapes
Arriving This Saturday.

k

Accepting IN-PERSON
Appointments in Merrill
October 14th-18th, 2024

Serving Merrill and Central Wisconsin

Integrity • Compassion • Commitment

• Cost-Effective and Comprehensive
Estate Planning solutions
including Wills, Revocable Trusts,
Medicaid Asset Protection Trusts,
Special Needs Trusts, LLCs and
Powers of Attorney
• Probate Avoidance Planning
• Offer both in-person and virtual
appointments throughout the year.
•New Office located in Craig
Nienow office building at
1105 E Main St., Merrill
• Probate Administration Assistance

www.koblitzlawfirm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlawfirm.com

301-960-5857

Merill Native
Dan C. Koblitz
Attorney &
Counselor
at Law

Call, email or sign-up on
the website for your free
consultation and quote.

“Dan was so helpful and easy to work with. He listened to our needs
and drafted all our estate planning documents in a timely manner.

We were very pleased with his professionalism and concern.
It was a pleasure working with him.”

- Ted & Sallie

“Although our process is primarily remote, in-person appointments are also available
intermittently throughout the year. Please call or email us for more details!”
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Ask for Ben

58 reviews
Read our Reviews
and Experience the
Difference

SPRAY FOAM • CELLULOSE
715-551-5945 • www.energyedge.info

SUSTAINABLE BUILDING

39
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BE OUR GUEST

Addressing delays in Wisconsin newspaper delivery
From the office of Sen. Tammy Baldwin

On Sept. 18, U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) called 
on the Postmaster General Louis DeJoy to immediately 
address costly delays Wisconsin newspapers that rely on the 
U.S. Postal Service (USPS) are experiencing, resulting in lost 
revenue, customer complaints, and canceled subscriptions.

“Local newspapers work hard every day and week to deliver 
news on a timely basis to readers in their communities,” 
wrote Senator Baldwin in a letter to Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy. “While USPS has consistently raised rates 
for local newspapers, service has not improved, and these 
newspapers are instead receiving unprecedented calls from 
their customers about mail delays.”

In her letter to Postmaster General Dejoy, Senator 
Baldwin cited several Wisconsin newspapers whose service 
has been impacted by higher rates and long delays at the 
Postal Service, contributing to customer complaints and 
costly canceled subscriptions.

The Iron County Miner in Hurley, which spends 
thousands of  dollars on postage each month, has received 
an unprecedented number of  complaints due to delivery 
delays.

The Mellen Weekly Record in Mellen reported hearing 
from subscribers less than 30 miles away that their 
newspapers have been delivered two to four weeks late.

The Lakeland Times in Minocqua estimates it has lost 
nearly 500 subscribers and $100,000 from subscription 
cancellations over the past four years.

Senator Baldwin has repeatedly called on the USPS 
to address rate hikes and delays Wisconsinites are 
experiencing.

In April, after another announced price increase for First 
Class Mail stamps, Senator Baldwin questioned Postmaster 
General Louis DeJoy’s leadership, which has resulted in 
higher prices for Americans and worse service.

Despite USPS enacting their new “Delivering for 
America” plan — which they promised would modernize 
and transform the Postal Service — customers continue 
to experience poor customer service and significant mail 
delays, including for rural newspaper delivery.

“I am calling on you, as the Postmaster General, to reverse 

course on the Delivering for American plan and ensure that 
USPS service is reliable, including for rural newspaper 
delivery,” concluded Senator Baldwin. “We all have a vested 
interest in seeing the USPS succeed. My constituents depend 
on the USPS for their daily correspondence, bills, lifesaving 
medications and, in many cases, their livelihood. I urge you 
to fulfill your responsibilities to support and serve small 
businesses and rural communities.”

Dear Postmaster General DeJoy:
I write to you again to express my deep frustrations 

regarding your Delivering for America plan and the 
future of  the United States Postal Service (USPS), this 
time to underscore the unacceptable impact it is having 
on local newspapers and their readers in Wisconsin and 
across the country. Local newspapers work hard every day 
and week to deliver news on a timely basis to readers in 
their communities. While USPS has consistently raised 
rates for local newspapers, service has not improved, and 
these newspapers are instead receiving unprecedented 
calls from their customers about mail delays.

Despite your promise that the Delivering for America 
plan would modernize and transform the Postal Service, 
your policies are merely diminishing the quality of  
customer service and creating significant mail delays, 
including for rural newspaper delivery. I have written 
to USPS leadership repeatedly requesting a reevaluation 
of  your policies, including the shortage of  USPS staff 
in Wisconsin, the delays in mail caused by the Local 
Transportation Optimization policy, and the postal rate 
price increases. While these issues persist, further concerns 
with USPS service under your leadership have been 
brought to my attention by local newspapers in Wisconsin.

The Iron County Miner, a 139-year-old newspaper in 
Hurley, Wisconsin historically mails over 1,100 newspapers 
every week. They spend thousands of  dollars a month on 
postage with the USPS to deliver their newspapers, only to 
be met with an unprecedented number of  complaints due 
to delayed delivery under the Delivering for America plan. 
The Mellen Weekly Record, a newspaper in Mellen spends 

over $4,000 a month with USPS. Over the past few years, 
The Record has heard from subscribers less than 30 miles 
away that their newspapers have been delivered two to 
four weeks late. Both The Miner and The Record have seen 
a drastic decline in the renewal of  subscriptions by their 
customers, primarily due to the unreliability of  receiving 
USPS delivery service.

The Lakeland Times, a newspaper located in Minocqua 
has over 3,500 subscribers and spends over $11,000 
monthly, or $132,000 a year, on mail delivery. Due to 
mail delays caused, in part, by the closure of  the Wausau 
mail processing facility, The Times estimates it has lost 
nearly 500 subscribers and $100,000 from subscription 
cancellations over the past four years. The Times staff 
members spend a significant amount of  their time 
answering complaints from frustrated subscribers and 
are forced to do USPS’s job by driving to local post offices 
to avoid mail processing facilities and better ensure the 
timely delivery of  their newspaper.

Local newspapers, who have been relying on the USPS 
for decades to deliver newspapers to their customers, 
are struggling under your Delivering for America 
plan. The FY24 USPS Office of  Inspector General (OIG) 
Service Performance Report confirms these frustrations. 
According to the report, Wisconsin is ranked almost last in 
both FY2024 Q3 Two-Day delivery and the Three-to-Five 
Day delivery.  You recently announced further potential 
cuts in rural areas, including fully implementing the 
Local Transportation Optimization policy. Already, 
since the implementations of  your policies, from 2023 to 
2024, Wisconsin’s Two-Day Delivery Service Performance 
dropped from 91.5 percent delivered on time to 70.5 percent, 
and our Three-to-Five Day Delivery Service Performance 
dropped from 86.2 percent delivered on time to 67.9 percent.  
Wisconsinites and their businesses, including local news, 
cannot afford further cuts by USPS leadership, nor the 
implementation of  additional disastrous policies.

I am calling on you, as the Postmaster General, to 
reverse course on the Delivering for American plan and 
ensure that USPS service is reliable, including for rural 
newspaper delivery. We all have a vested interest in seeing 
the USPS succeed. My constituents depend on the USPS for 
their daily correspondence, bills, lifesaving medications 
and, in many cases, their livelihood. I urge you to fulfill 
your responsibilities to support and serve small businesses 
and rural communities.

Thank you for your time and consideration of  this 
urgent request.

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Saturday, Sept. 28, 
2024, beginning at 10 a.m., 
Ruby Jaecks will lead a 
hike along the Northwoods 
Ice Age Trail to explore the 
Grandfather Falls Segment 
of  the trail. All are welcome, 
and interested hikers 
should meet at the Camp 
New Wood County Park 
parking area on Hwy. 107, 

approximately 10 minutes 
north and west of  Merrill. 
Organizers will have yellow 
“Ice Age Event” signs 
nearby. Hikers should plan 
to wear comfortable hiking 
boots, dress for the weather, 
and bring water and insect 
repellent.

The hike will be 
approximately three miles 
along the Wisconsin River, 
and there will be an option 
to hike another “out and 

back section” through the 
School Forest for attendees 
who wish to go farther. 
Organizers are hoping fall 
colors will be peaking for 
a beautiful view along the 
hike route, and hikers will 
enjoy the chance to view 
unique rock formations 
and boulders shaped and 
formed “by thousands of  
years of  cascading water 
at Grandfather Dam - the 
largest waterfall on the 

Wisconsin River, with 
a total drop of  almost 
100 feet” and the chance 
to “listen to the roar of  
the water over the rock 
formations as you traverse 
along the Wisconsin River.” 

There is no cost; however, 
a free-will offering for the 
local chapter of  the Ice Age 
Trail is welcome.

Contact Jaecks with any 
questions at brjaecks@
outlook.com or 715.551.1118.

Northwoods Ice Age Trail Fall Color Hike is Saturday

Bruce Jaecks stops to watch the water cascading over the 
rocks along the Wisconsin River just off the Ice Age Trail on the 
Grandfather Falls segment. Ruby Jaecks photo.



Wednesdays, Sept. 18 - Nov. 13
8:30 am – 4:00 pm

Lincoln County Health Department
607 N. Sales Street, Ste. 101, Merrill
We are happy to schedule appointments
on different days to better accommodate.

Just call or email us.

WALK IN WEDNESDAYS
ADULT FLU SHOTCLINICS

Lincoln County Health Department
715-536-0307 | LCHealth@co.lincoln.wi.us | lincolncountyhealthdepartment.com

High Dose & Regular
Flu Shots Available!

Accept Medicare Part B,
Security Health
Medicare Advantage,
and Railroad Retirement.
Please bring your
insurance card.

If you do not have these
insurance plans, cash,
checks or credit cards
are accepted.

Convenient, Timely
Friendly Staff

254502

$169.95

$145.95

10, 12, 15, 20 foot lengths, 10 ft. wide,
6 ft. high, 7 lines standard. Made with special
galvanized, high strength steel tubing.

Polyethylene, dual-wall,
smooth interior, corrugated
exterior. We stock all sizes
from 4” to 60” diameters.
20 ft. standard length.

FREUDENTHAL MFG.
W6322 CTH O, Medford, WI

Moveable,
U- Shaped

Clotheslines
From

$289 - $359

Hayride and
BONFIRE

Join us for hotdogs, hayrides and
s’mores at Trinity Lutheran Church

wn of Berlin
s’mores at Trinity L

of the Town of Ber

137801 County Highway FF
Merril, WI 54452

www.facebook.com/tlc.berlin
www.trinityberlin.net

Pastor Andy DeGier

715-536-6588
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Waffles Original
Gluten Free - Frozen
9 oz.................................................ONLY

$169

Hashbrowns
Tri-Cut - Frozen
5 lbs ..............................................ONLY

$699

Bacon Hardwood
Smoked, Thick Cut
Frozen
48 oz..............................................ONLY

$789

Pork Sausage
Sage - Frozen
16 oz...............................................ONLY

$199

Turkey Breast
Hickory Smoked
Fully Cooked - Frozen
8 lbs .......................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Turkeys Whole
Frozen
14 lbs .....................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Black Forest Ham
Boneless, Fully Cooked
Frozen
7 lbs.........................................ONLY

$189
a lb

Bacon Maple Ends
Pieces - Frozen
2 lbs.......................................ONLY

$189
a lb

Beef Patties
Uncooked - Frozen
5 lbs.......................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz.................................................ONLY 99¢

Cream Cheese
Original
4-8 oz............................................ONLY

$599

Colby Jack
Cheese
Horn’s
6 lbs ........................................ONLY

$329
a lb

Cheese Wrap’s
Cheddar
6 oz................................................ONLY

$129

American Cheese
Loaf
5 lbs ..............................................ONLY

$499

Swiss Cheese
7 lbs ........................................ONLY

$249
a lb

Cheddar Cheese
5 lbs ........................................ONLY

$189
a lb

Chicken Breast Chunks
Seasoned, Uncooked
Frozen
6 lbs .........................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Hashbrowns
Shredded - Frozen
3 lbs ..............................................ONLY

$399

Wheat Thins
Reduced Fat
8 oz.................................................ONLY 89¢

Beef Jerky
Spicy Sweet Chili
2.65 oz ...........................................ONLY 99¢

Teddy Graham’s
Honey
10 oz...............................................ONLY 99¢

Pasta Sauce
Meat
67 oz..............................................ONLY

$399

Waffle Crisp
Cereal
11.5 oz ..........................................ONLY

$129

Cream of Chicken
Soup
10.5 oz ...........................................ONLY 79¢

Chicken Breast
Fillet Breaded
Uncooked - Frozen
5 lbs ..............................................ONLY

$799

French Fries
Crinkle Cut - Frozen
32 oz..............................................ONLY

$249

Smoked Sausages
Chili w/Cheese - Frozen
6 lbs ..............................................ONLY

$499

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Brats Traditional
Frozen
14 oz..............................................ONLY

$199

Ham w/Cheese
Sliced - Frozen
16 oz..............................................ONLY

$149

Bacon Bits
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs.........................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Pizza Pepperoni
Frozen
23 oz..............................................ONLY

$299

Butter Fingers
Candy Bars
68 oz..............................................ONLY

$899

Coffee Ground
Medium Roast
12 oz..............................................ONLY

$279

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
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Dear Reader,
To be straightforward 

with you, I have a consistent 
dialogue in my head regarding 
the concept of  unrequited 
love.

Unrequited love has been a 
compelling theme in literature 
throughout the ages, touching 
the hearts of  readers with 
its poignant and universal 
resonance. A long past conversation with 
my daughter about William Butler Yeats’ 
poem “When You Are Old” brought this 
theme into sharp focus. Our discussion, 
enriched by insights from a University of  
Notre Dame professor, questioned whether 
Yeats’ poem truly deals with unrequited 
love, particularly when compared to its 
inspiration, a French poem by Pierre de 
Ronsard.

Yeats, an Irish poet, penned “When You 
Are Old” in the late 19th century. The poem 
speaks to a future where the speaker’s 
beloved, now old and gray, reflects on her 
past and the love she received. The lines 
often cited are:

And nodding by the fire,
take down this book,
And slowly read,
and dream of  the soft look
Your eyes had once,
and of  their shadows deep
The poem continues, suggesting that 

although many loved her beauty and 
grace, only one man loved her “pilgrim 
soul.”

According to the Notre Dame professor, 
“When You Are Old” may not be primarily 
about unrequited love. Instead, it can be 
interpreted as a reflection on true, deep 
love that transcends physical beauty. The 
speaker laments that while others loved 
the beloved for her outward appearance, 
only he cherished her inner self. This 
interpretation suggests a sense of  
melancholy and loss, but not necessarily 
unrequited love.

Yeats’ poem is inspired by 
Pierre de Ronsard’s sonnet 
to Hélène. Ronsard’s poem, 
“Quand vous serez bien 
vieille,” similarly envisions 
a future where the beloved, 
now old, reflects on her past. 
The French poem carries a 
tone of  regret and unrealized 
love, which can be seen as 
unrequited:

Quand vous serez bien vieille, 
au soir, à la chandelle,
Assise auprès du feu, dévidant et filant,
Direz, chantant mes vers, 
en vous émerveillant:
Ronsard me célébrait 
du temps que j’étais belle.
Ronsard’s lines suggest a longing for a 

love that was never fully reciprocated or 
realized, aligning more closely with the 
theme of  unrequited love.

Is Yeats’ poem about unrequited 
love? The answer may lie in a nuanced 
understanding of  both poems. While Yeats’ 
version focuses on a love that sees beyond 
physical beauty and feels a profound loss, 
it does not explicitly state that the love 
was unrequited. However, when seen 
through the lens of  Ronsard’s influence, 
we can infer a deeper layer of  longing and 
unfulfilled desire in Yeats’ work.

In the end, both interpretations hold 
merit. Yeats’ “When You Are Old” can 
be seen as a reflection on true love 
that transcends time and beauty, while 
Ronsard’s original poem hints more 
strongly at unrequited love. This duality 
enriches our understanding of  Yeats’ 
work, allowing readers to appreciate the 
complexity of  love in its many forms. 
Unrequited love remains a timeless muse, 
continually inspiring poets to capture its 
bittersweet essence.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

Unrequited Love:
A Timeless Muse In Poetry

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

We welcome letters to the Editor, a 
chance for members of  the community 
to comment on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be original, not 
duplications of  letters addressed to 
public officials or written by others. 
The views and opinions expressed are 
those of  the letter writer and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, Editor, or 
staff.

To the Editor:
It’s interesting to live in a rural 

Wisconsin county that’s modestly 
poor, at least by affluent, middle-
class standards, and to contemplate 
the apparent indifference of  
citizens—at least a large percentage 
of  citizens—who passively watch 
a rightwing county board kill 
a vehicle registration fee that 

provided over $500,000 per year to an 
underfunded Highway Department, 
kill University Extension, and then 
decide to sell the county-owned five-
star nursing home.

This rightwing county board, 
proclaiming financial and political 
expertise, tried (and at first failed) 
to sell the nursing home—with no 
appraisal of  the nursing home’s 
worth—at a fire sale price that 
roughly matched the remaining 
debt on two recent additions. To 
sweeten the deal, they threw in the 
Social Services building with a 10-
year rentback clause that essentially 
gave the building away for free.

These community wreckers 
call themselves conservative. I 
thought (correct me if  I’m wrong) 
that conservative was in the same 
nest of  meaning with conservation 

and conserve. Taking care of  the 
old, infirm, and incapacitated is a 
community responsibility. It’s a 
fundamental democratic obligation. 
It’s how we uphold our self-respect. 
That’s how, at least in part, we 
conserve our moral, ethical, 
and spiritual dignity. Honoring 
that collective responsibility is 
at the heart of  what it means to 
be conservative. But how does 
wrecking a place get to be called 
“conservative”? Is that what 
“conservative” means to you?

– Paul Gilk
Merrill, Wis.

The cost for Paid Letters to the 
Editor is $40.00 per letter of  up to 250 
words, plus $10.00 per additional 50 
words, and must be prepaid prior to 
printing.

PAID LETTER TO THE EDITOR

MERRILL FIRE 
DEPARTMENT CALLS
For Sept. 16-22, 2024:

Assist invalid 1
EMS call, excluding vehicle 
accident with injury 32
Gas leak (natural gas or 
LPG) 1
Power line down 1
Smoke detector activation, 
no fire - unintentional 1
Steam, vapor, fog or dust 
thought to be smoke 1
Total: 37

TOTAL INCIDENTS/
CALLS FOR 2024: 1,651

|REPORTS|

READ  REUSE  RECYCLE



Ar lene Mar ion (Hass) Wil harms
  Ar lene    Mar ion    (Hass)
Wil harms (88 years-old) of
Mer rill, Wis con sin passed
away  in  her  sleep  early
morn ing   on   Wednes day,
Sep tem ber 18th, 2024. She was
on hos pice and in the care of
her fam ily so she could stay
liv ing on her farm.
 Ar lene grad u ated from Mer rill
High School in 1954. A cou ple
weeks later, she mar ried her
late hus band, Henry Wil harms
(July 25th, 1929 - De cem ber
18th, 2009), on June 19th, and
has been on the farm since.

 Hon ey suckle Lane Farm had been proof of Ar lene’s hard
work with her hus band. To gether, Henry and Ar lene were
able to start a reg is tered herd of Hol steins. Ar lene was very
proud of that. Her first reg is tered calves - six young heifers -
were brought home in their sta tion wagon.
 Some of the du ties Ar lene did in clude feed ing the fam ily
and hired hands (most of the fix ings from scratch), milk ing
cows, mow ing hay, can ning, sewing, rais ing four chil dren,
house work, and help ing with Deer Run Es tates as co-owner.
 Ar lene lived in Mer rill her whole life, hav ing been born in
Lin coln County on July 28th, 1936. She chose to live there
be cause every thing she loved was close, and being on a farm
was im por tant to her. Ar lene al ways spoke well when asked
about her farm ing days. As a young girl, Ar lene en joyed
help ing her fa ther on their dairy farm. . . ex cept when it
came  to  pick ing  rocks.  (She  was  thank ful  her  hus band’s
fam ily farm had less rocks to pick than her fa ther’s.) If
asked, Ar lene would say, "If they couldn't find me, they just
had to check in the calf pen. I'd usu ally be in there teach ing
the calves how to drink their water." Ar lene loved an i mals,
but her fa vorites were cat tle and dogs. How ever, she en joyed
the com pany of her cat, Tuff, be cause she knew how good of
a boy he was in the house.
 In Ar lene's younger days, she was a Valpo Mom. She was
also a 4-H leader when her grand kids began in 4-H. Ar lene
was very faith ful with help ing her grand kids wash calves at
the Lin coln County Fair when they showed dairy, and one
day when she got home, she had to ex plain her ap pear ance
being from kids at the fair hav ing a lit tle too much fun get ‐
ting “Grandma" wet.
 Ar lene en joyed bak ing, crafts, and na tiv ity sets. She liked to
lis ten to Chris t ian music on the radio and tell sto ries.
 Many mem o ries were shared with Ar lene we all will be sure
to   cher ish.   Be yond   any thing,  I  think  most  of  us  will
re mem ber she's a tough farm lady, mother, and grand mother.
 Ar lene was pre ceded in death by her fa ther, Arnold Hass;
her  mother,  Ella  (Burmeis ter)  Hass;  her  hus band,  Henry
Wil harms; her old est son, Henry Ju nior Wil harms; her
daugh ter-in-law, Karen (Som mers) Wil harms; and grand son,
Kody Wil harms.
 Liv ing fam ily mem bers in clude: her sis ters - Lorna Sellin of
Wausau, Wis con sin and Avila (Jerry) Zabawa of Madi son,
Wis con sin; her chil dren - David (Mary) Wil harms of
Wausau, Wis con sin, Donna (Tim o thy) Barkley of Mer rill,
Wis con sin, and William (Kar men) Wil harms of On sted,
Michi gan; her grand chil dren - Jim (Linda) Druet zler, Shari
Druet zler, Michael (Kirsten) Lynch, Heidi Mur phy, Jacob
(Jes sica) Wil harms, Amanda Barkley, Joseph (Randi)
Barkley,  Whit ney  Wil harms,  Matthew  Wil harms,  and
Karo line Wil harms; and 7 great grand chil dren - Tim, Tonya,
Han nah, Cheyenne, Jo ce lyn, Henry, and Jade.
 The  fu neral  ser vice  was  at  11:00  A.M.  Wednes day, Sep ‐
tem ber 25, 2024, at St. Stephens United Church of Christ,
Mer rill. The Rev. Michael South combe of fi ci ated. The bur ial
fol lowed in Mer rill Memo r ial Park Ceme tery. Vis i ta tion was
from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. Tues day at the Tay lor-Stine
Fu neral  Home,  Mer rill,  and  again  after  10:00 A.M.
Wednes day at the church.
 The fam ily of Ar lene would like to thank nurse Brit tany
from In terim Health care Hos pice.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

Donna Iwen
 Donna Iwen, 81, Wausau,
passed  away  on  Sat ur day,
Sep tem ber 21, 2024 at her
home,   under   the   care   of
As pirus Com fort Care and
Hos pice Ser vices. She was
born July 31, 1943 in the town
of  Ham burg  to  Edwin  and
Lil lian (Krueger) Wal dow. On
May 15, 1965, she mar ried
Har vey Iwen Jr. at St. John
Lutheran Church in Rib Falls.
 Donna was a mem ber of the
Trail mates Snow mo bile Club
and en joyed trav el ing and the
an nual Cana dian fish ing trips

with   her   hus band,  Har vey.   She  re tired  from  Wausau
In sur ance Com pany after 37 years of ser vice.
 Sur vivors in clude her hus band, Har vey; two sis ters, Nancy
(Dean) Thom sen and Glo ria (Mark) Hall, both of Marathon;
and nu mer ous nieces and nephews.
 She was pre ceded in death by her par ents and her sis ter, Ivy
Lee.
 Fu neral ser vices will be at 11:00 a.m. on Fri day, Oc to ber 4,
2024 at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Wausau. Rev. Eric
Hauan will of fi ci ate. Vis i ta tion will be on Fri day from 10:00
a.m. until time of ser vices at the church. Pe ter son/Krae mer
Fu neral Home, Wausau is in charge of arrange ments. On line
con do lences may be ex pressed at www. pet erso nkra emer. com

Ju dith A. See hafer
 Ju dith A. See hafer, 83, of
Mer rill, passed away Thurs day,
Sep tem ber 19, 2024, at Pine
Crest Nurs ing Home, Mer rill.
 Judy was born March 25,
1941, in Wausau. She mar ried
David See hafer in May of
1961.  He  pre ceded  her  in
death on Sep tem ber 14, 2023.
Judy worked in house keep ing
at  Wausau  In sur ance.  Judy
en joyed read ing, spend ing time
out side, and  watch ing ice skat ‐
ing. She loved any thing to do
with music, es pe cially danc ing
and watch ing mu si cals.

 Judy is sur vived by her chil dren, Wanda (David) Hooper,
Wayne See hafer, and Holly Bur gener; and grand chil dren,
David (Jean nie) Hooper Jr., Jes sica (Derek) Miller, Jen nifer
(Tony)  Gar cia,  Schy lur  See hafer,  Tan ner  Lar kee,  and
Jour ney  Bur gener.  She was  pre ceded  in  death  by  her
hus band, David See hafer; and daugh ter, Hiedi Lar kee.
 A  grave side  ser vice  will  be  held  at  11:00 A.M.  Fri day,
Sep tem ber 27, 2024, at Mer rill Memo r ial Park Mau soleum.
Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill,
is as sist ing the fam ily.

Perry David Bagley
 Perry David Bagley passed
away Septeptem ber 17, 2024 at
As pirus Wausau Hos pi tal in
the Pal lia tive Care Unit. He
was born on April 15, 1966 in
Mer rill to David and Nancy
Bagley. He mar ried Sara Hahn
on Oc to ber 20, 2018.
 His love of life was liv ing on
his grand par ent’s farm for the
last 40 years. He started out
with dairy cows and soon
switched  to  work ing  for
Sem ling Menke Com pany and
also crop farmed. He en joyed
col lect ing and mak ing maple

syrup. After Sara and he mar ried they had en joyed gar den ing
and work ing the land. He en joyed hunt ing, fish ing and
camp ing over the years. He con tin ued to work for Sem ling
Menke Com pany and then Sierra Pa cific for 40 years mak ing
many loyal friends over the years. He will be sadly missed
by  his  fam ily  and  long  and  loyal  friends.  He  was  a
very car ing and like able per son.
 He is sur vived by his wife Sara Bagley, ex-wife Ju dith
Wolfe, their daugh ter Katelin Bagley, Mer rill, his par ents,
sis ter and brother-in-law Pam Geb hardt (Tim), St. Ger main,
WI, also nephews and their fam i lies, his in-laws David and
Rita Hahn and their fam ily.
 There  will  be  a  cel e bra tion  of  his  life  on  Sat ur day,
Sep tem ber 28th, 2024 from 2pm-6pm at our home at N2317
Robl Ave., Mer rill WI.
 In lieu of flow ers or plants, please give to FFA, Youth
Turkey Hunt, or Can cer Re search.

Marie G. Jeske
 Marie G. Jeske, age 73, of
Mer rill, WI, passed away on
Tues day, Sep tem ber 10, 2024,
at her home under the care of
her fam ily and In terim Hos ‐
pice. Marie was born in Park
Falls, WI, on Oc to ber 3, 1950,
to the late Wil fred and Lena
(Hill) Meindl.
 Marie grew up a farmer’s
daugh ter and at tended the But ‐
ter nut High School. She then
moved to Mil wau kee, WI,
work ing as a wait ress. In 1975,
Marie moved back to the
Irma/Glea son area where she

met Richard Jeske. They were mar ried on Oc to ber 12, 1979.
Richard and Marie lived in the Mer rill area for a short time,
in ad di tion to liv ing in But ter nut, WI, and Adams, WI, for a
pe riod of time. Marie again worked as a wait ress and then as
a sec re tary for an elec tron ics fac tory. She at tended Mid-State
Tech ni cal Col lege and re ceived a cer ti fi ca tion in com puter
and in for ma tion sci ence. Marie was em ployed at the Adams
County Li brary in re gard to their Lit er acy Coun cil. Marie
and Richard re turned to Mer rill after Richard’s re tire ment.
She en joyed vol un teer ing her time with var i ous pro grams,
play ing the piano for the Pine Crest res i dents and Kind ‐
hearted, and also en joyed sewing, crafts, and gar den ing.
 Sur vivors in clude her hus band, Richard Jeske; her sons,
Matthew (Michelle) Meindl, and An drew Meindl; her
brother, David Meindl; and her sis ter, Jean Meindl. She is
fur ther sur vived by her three grand chil dren, Peter, Han nah,
and Samuel. She was pre ceded in death by her par ents, Wil ‐
fred and Lena.
 Memo r ial ser vices for Marie Jeske was held on Sat ur day,
Sep tem ber 21, 2024, at 2:00 PM, at the Berean Bap tist
Church in Tom a hawk. Rev. Charles Scheele of fi ci ated. The
fam ily re ceived friends for vis i ta tion from 1:00 PM until the
time of ser vices at 2:00 PM. In urn ment took place at the
Chat Com mu nity Ceme tery in Irma, WI.

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist
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Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

903 E. Third St. • Merrill, WI
715-536-6244

www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Richard A. Stine, Director
Leah D. Reist, Director
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Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director

Direct Cremation

$980.00
Complete

948 Grand Ave. Schofield
715-359-6488
HonorOne.com

4689

Merrill
Monument
N2182 CTH K

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

WeHave
Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over

100Monuments In Stock

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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WAID FUNERAL
AND CREMATION

SERVICE
301 Eagle Drive

Merrill, WI
(715) 536-4646

www.WaidFuneral.com
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

Planning
ahead creates
peace-of-mind

Call today for your
free consultation.
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All decorations must be picked up by
Oct. 1st, 2024, No Exceptions!

Anything left will be removed and destroyed.
All Fall/Winter decorations may be

placed after Oct. 15th, 2024.
Please keep decorations on side of foundation and
not in the aisle. Shepherd Hooks are not allowed.

MERRILL MEMORIAL PARK, INC.
2024 FALL CLEAN-UP

For additional information or for rules regarding
placement of decorations, please call the office at

715-536-2297 41
42
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a sale quickly.

(715) 536-7121



BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 09/09/2024
/S/GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Amended Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 24-CV-90
IN THE MATTER OF THE

NAME CHANGE OF
Lunayah Ann Ritchie

By (Petitioner) Stacy Ann Essert
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Lunayah Ann Ritchie
To: Lunayah Ann Essert
Birth Certificate: Lunayah Ann Ritchie
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 10/16/2024
Time: 1:00 PM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 9/19/24, 9/26/24 & 10/3/24

WNAXLP

Z-Best Storage, W4717 White Birch Rd,
Merrill WI 54452 will hold a Public Sale
Tuesday, October 8, 2024 at 11:30 a.m.
Preview at 11:20 a.m. on the day of
sale. Bidding is on the complete
contents of storage unit rented by Pete
Cavett of Merrill WI. Includes: furniture,
household, holiday totes, camera
equipment, misc. Contact 715-536-0649
on Monday, October 7th to confirm sale
will proceed as scheduled.
Published September 19 & 26, 2024

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT LINCOLN COUNTY

Case No. 22CV109
Case Code: 30404, 30301 and 30303

Mortgage Foreclosure, Money
Judgment over $10,000.00 and

Replevin
BMO HARRIS BANK N.A.
f/k/a HARRIS N.A., successor by
merger to
M&I MARSHALL & ILSLEY BANK,
         Plaintiff,
v.
JESSE ZUELSDORFF a/k/a
JESSE L. ZUELSDORFF,
JANE DOE SPOUSE, unknown spouse
of JESSE ZULESDORFF a/k/a
JESSE L. ZUELSDORFF (dismissed),
FARM CREDIT SERVICES OF
AMERICA, PCA,
HEARTLAND COOPERATIVE
SERVICES n/k/a
RIVER COUNTRY CO-OP
and
DNF ASSOC. LLC a/k/a DNF
ASSOCIATES, LLC,
Cogency Global Inc.,
         Defendants.

-----------------------------------------------
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

-----------------------------------------------
By virtue of and pursuant to a judgment
of foreclosure made in the above-
captioned action, and the order of the
Court dated on the 22nd day of March,
2023, and entered on the 22nd day of
March, 2023, in the amount of
$86,158.49, I will sell at public auction in
the main entrance of the Lincoln County
Courthouse located at 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, 54452, on the
17th day of October, 2024 at 10:00
a.m., all of the following premises, to-
wit:
The Northeast One-quarter (1/4) of the
Southeast One-quarter (1/4), Section
Thirty-three (33), Township Thirty-one
(31) North, Range Five (5) East, Town of
Corning, Lincoln County, Wisconsin.
Property Address: N241 Midway Road,
Merrill, WI 54452
Parcel Identification No.: 006 3105 334
9999
TERMS OF SALE: Cash, Cashier’s
Check or Certified Funds
DOWN PAYMENT: 10% of amount bid
by cash, cashier’s check or certified
funds. Balance of purchase price must
be paid within ten (10) days after
confirmation of the sale.
Dated at Merrill, Wisconsin, this 11th
day of September, 2024.
/s/ Ken Schneider
Sheriff of Lincoln County
THIS PROPERTY IS SOLD “AS IS”
SUBJECT TO ALL LEGAL
ENCUMBRANCES, ANY PRE-
CONFIRMATION OF SALE OR POST-
CONFIRMATION OF SALE
REDEMPTION RIGHTS, AND ANY
OUTSTANDING AND ACCRUING REAL
ESTATE TAXES, SPECIAL ASSESS-
MENTS, AND PENALTIES AND
INTEREST, IF ANY. PURCHASER WILL
BE REQUIRED TO PAY ALL
TRANSFER AND RECORDING FEES
AND, IF DESIRED, THE COST OF
TITLE EVIDENCE.
Prepared by:
Attorney Matthew J. Krawczyk
State Bar No. 1064349
KRAWCZYK, DUGINSKI& ROHR, S.C.
16535 West Bluemound Road, Suite
310
Brookfield, WI53005
Telephone: (262) 827-5800
Fax: (262) 827-5809
Email: matt@kdrlawyers.com
KRAWCZYK, DUGINSKI, & ROHR,
S.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR. THIS IS
AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
IF YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY
RECEIVED A DISCHARGE IN
BANKRUPTCY OF THE UNDERLYING
DEBT, THIS COMMUNICATION
SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS
AN ATTEMPT TO HOLD YOU
PERSONALLY LIABLE FOR THE
DEBT.
Published 9/19/24, 9/26/24 & 10/3/24

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024-lN-34
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

JUNE E. KRIEWALD
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
07/30/1939 and date of death
06/11/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 2800 Thielman St.,
Unit 7A, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is January 3,
2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office.
Craig J. Nienow
N5041 County Road JJ
lrma, Wl 54442
Telephone: 71 5-536-7185
Bar Number: 01015178
Published 9/19/24, 9/26/24 & 10/3/24

WNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF TRUST ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF WISCONSIN, County of
Lincoln, in the matter of the Lorena J.
Sosnovske Revocable Trust dated May
24, 2007 (the “Trust”):
1. Lorena J. Sosnovske, with date of
birth November 16, 1937 and date of
death August 13, 2024 was domiciled in
the Lincoln County, Wisconsin.
2. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent, Lorena J. Sosnovske, is
January 12, 2025;
3. All claims must include detailed
documentation and must be submitted
to the Trustee of the Trust at the
following address: Tena L. Peterson,
W14568 Co CC, Gleason, WI 54355.
Date: September 3, 2024
Lorena J. Sosnovske Revocable Trust
dated May 24, 2007
By:/s/Tena Peterson
Tena Peterson, Trustee
Craig J. Nienow, Attorney
Published September 12, 19 & 26, 2024

WNAXLP
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The City of Merrill is offering the properties listed below for sale.
This is a sealed bid sale. Bids will be considered based on highest bid amount and proposed
use.

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION
508 Grand Ave Vacant Lot
809 Grand Ave Vacant Lot
903 Grand Ave Vacant Lot
704 N State Street Vacant Lot
410 N Prospect Street Vacant Lot
1905 Jackson Street Vacant Lot

Bidders are responsible for checking the accuracy of the provided information. Bids must be
submitted to the Clerk Treasurer’s Office in a sealed envelope marked “PROPERTY BID”
no later than 4:00 pm Thursday October 24th, 2024. Bids must contain bidder’s name and
contact information and proposed use of the property. Property will be conveyed via Quit Claim
Deed. The City of Merrill reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to accept the bid most
advantageous to the city. For more information please contact Rod Akey at 715-536-5594.

Published September 19 & 26, 2024 WNAXLP

City of Merrill Property For Sale

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: September 4, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

JAMES WILLIAM ENGEL
DOD 08/09/2024

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024 IN 32
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
01/29/1937 and date of death
08/09/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of N6595 State Hwy 64 & 107,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 12/20/2024.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E Main Street,
Merrill, Wisconsin, Room Probate Office,
2nd Floor.
W. Erich Scherr
1029 E Main St, PO Box 176
Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-8371        Bar No. 1031423
Published September 12, 19 & 26, 2024

WNAXLP

NOTICE OF OPEN BOOK
NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW

TOWN OF SCOTT, LINCOLN COUNTY, WI
Notice that the Assessment Roll is Open for Examination and Open Book

STATE OF WISCONSIN
TOWN OF SCOTT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 70.45, the assessment roll for the Year 2024 assessment will be open for examination starting on the
10 day of October, 2024 at 6 pm, until 8 pm.
Additionally, the assessor shall be available at the Town Hall from 6 pm to 8 pm.
Notice is given that the Board of Review for the Town of Scott, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, shall hold its first meeting on
October 29, 2024, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Scott Town Hall, N563 Lake Road, Merrill, WI.
Please be advised of the following requirements to appear before the board of review and procedural requirements if appearing
before the board:
1. No person will be allowed to appear before the board of review, to testify to the board by telephone, or to contest the amount
of any assessment of real or personal property if the person has refused a reasonable written request by certified mail of
the assessor to view the property.

2. After the first meeting of the board of review and before the board’s final adjournment, no person who is scheduled to appear
before the board of review may contact or provide information to a member of the board about the person’s objection, except
at a session of the board.

3. The board of review may not hear an objection to the amount or valuation of property unless, at least 48 hours before
the board’s first scheduled meeting, the objector provides to the board’s clerk written or oral notice of an intent to file an
objection, except that upon a showing of good cause and the submission of a written objection, the board shall waive that
requirement during the first 2 hours of the board’s first scheduled meeting, and the board may waive that requirement up to
the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end of the final day of the session if the session is less than 5 days with
proof of extraordinary circumstances for failure to meet the 48-hour notice requirement and failure to appear before the
board of review during the first 2 hours of the first scheduled meeting.

4. Objections to the amount or valuation of property shall first be made in writing and filed with the clerk of the board of review
within the first 2 hours of the board’s first scheduled meeting, except that, upon evidence of extraordinary circumstances, the
board may waive that requirement up to the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end of the final day of the session
if the session is less than 5 days. The board may require objections to the amount or valuation of property to be submitted
on forms approved by the Department of Revenue, and the board shall require that any forms include stated valuations of
the property in question. Persons who own land and improvements to that land may object to the aggregate valuation of
that land and improvements to that land, but no person who owns land and improvements to that land may object only to
the valuation of that land or only to the valuation of improvements to that land. No person may be allowed in any action or
proceedings to question the amount or valuation of property unless the written objection has been filed and that person in
good faith presented evidence to the board in support of the objections and made full disclosure before the board, under
oath, of all of that person’s property liable to assessment in the district and the value of that property. The requirement that
objections be in writing may be waived by express action of the board.

5. When appearing before the board of review, the objecting person shall specify in writing the person’s estimate of the value
of the land and of the improvements that are the subject of the person’s objection and specify the information that the person
used to arrive at that estimate.

6. No person may appear before the board of review, testify to the board by telephone, or object to a valuation if that valuation
was made by the assessor or the objector using the income method of valuation, unless the person supplies the assessor
with all the information about income and expenses, as specified in the assessor’s manual under s. 73.03 (2a), Wis. stats.,
that the assessor requests. The Town of Scott has an ordinance for the confidentiality of information about income and
expenses that is provided to the assessor under this paragraph that provides exceptions for persons using information in
the discharge of duties imposed by law or the duties of their officer or by order of a court.* The information that is provided
under this paragraph, unless a court determined that it is inaccurate, is not subject to the right of inspection and copying
under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats.

7. The board shall hear upon oath, by telephone, all ill or disabled persons who present to the board a letter from a physician,
surgeon, or osteopath that confirms their illness or disability. No other persons may testify by telephone.

8. No personmay appear before the board of review, testify to the board by telephone, or contest the amount of any assessment
unless, at least 48 hours before the first meeting of the board, or at least 48 hours before the objection is heard if the
objection is allowed under s.70.47 (3) (a), Wis. stats., that person provides to the clerk of the board of review notice as to
whether the person will ask for the removal of a member of the board of review and, if so, which member, and provides a
reasonable estimate of the length of time the hearing will take.

Notice is hereby given this 19th day of September, 2024.
By: Bonny Graap, Town of Scott Interim Clerk
Published September 26, 2024 WNAXLP
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The September 10, 2024 Council
Minutes are in draft form until approved
at the next scheduled meeting. The
minutes are available for viewing in the
City Clerk’s Office and on the City of
Merrill website. Complete Ordinances
are available on the City of Merrill
website: https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/
Published 9/26/24                   WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT BRANCH __

LINCOLN COUNTY
Case no. 24-CV-102

(30405-Other Real Estate)
EAST HILL INVESTMENTS, LLC
PO Box 238
Merrill, WI 54452,
Plaintiff,
   v.
JACOB GUMZ
W4689 Wood Duck Lane
Merrill, WI 54452,
  and
ASHLEY GUMZ
W8076 Joe Snow Road
Merrill, WI 54452,
Defendants.

----------------------------------------------
SUMMONS

----------------------------------------------
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff
has filed a lawsuit or other legal action
against you. The complaint, which is
attached, states the nature and basis of
the legal action.
Within twenty (20) days of receiving this
summons, you must respond with a
written answer, as that term is used in
Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes,
to the complaint. The court may reject or
disregard an answer that does not follow
the requirements of the statutes. The
answer must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, WI 54452, and to
Brandon P. O’Connor, plaintiffs’ attorney,
whose address is 630 Fourth Street,
Wausau, Wisconsin 54403. You may
have an attorney help or represent you.
If you do not provide a proper answer
within the time limit set above, the court
may grant judgment against you for the
award of money or other legal action
requested in the complaint, and you
may lose your right to object to anything
that is or may be incorrect in the
complaint. A judgment may be enforced
as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now or
in the future, and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 23rd day of August, 2024.
ELLISON & O’CONNOR, LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
/s/Electronically signed by Brandon
P.O’Connor
Brandon P. O’Connor (1086864)
630FFOURTH STREET
WAUSAU, WI 54403
(715) 845-1151/(715) 845-1167 (FAX)
Published September 12, 19 & 26, 2024

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: September 18, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Amended
Notice Setting Time to Hear

Application and Deadline for Filing
Claims

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 24-IN-35

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Donald R. Paroubek
DOD: 08/29/2024
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
04/09/1930 and date of death
08/29/2024 was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 611 N Genesee St.,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Room Probate Office, before
Becky S. Byer, Probate Registrar,
on10/24/2024 at 10:00 a.m..
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The application may be
granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is 01/10/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office, Second Floor.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Robyn J. De Vos
531 Washington Street
P.O. Box 1184
Wausau, WI 54402-1184
rdevos@crooks-law.com
Bar Number: 1057278
Published 9/26/24, 10/3/24 & 10/10/24

WNAXLP
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leading their buildings and 
were very solutions-focused 
throughout.”

“Nick Wszalek, Andrew 
Caylor, John Heuer, and 
all the maintenance crew 
and custodians were very 
responsive and great,” 
Murray added.

“Special thanks to Trisha 
Detert [Principal] at the 
High School for being on 
standby in case we needed 
to send the Washington 
kids on a field trip up there 
for a bit (which we were on 
the verge of  doing when the 
power came back on),” he 
said.

“Finally thanks to all 
the staff at the impacted 
buildings for keeping 

students calm, for being 
flexible, and for making the 
best of  a tough situation,” 
Murray said. “The students, 
of  course, were great.”

Murray said “the time of  
day and the fact that we still 
had phones, toilets, water, 
natural light, and some 
backup power” impacted 
his decision to “try to ride it 
out and make the best of  the 
situation rather than send 
everyone home on very little 
notice.”

Power was back up and 
running before the time 
came around for normal 
dismissal at each of  the 
affected schools, and they 
dismissed at their normal 
times.

“We’re all a bit smarter 
from the experience,” 
Murray said.

DEMOLITION 
from page 1

AUGUST 24, 2024
Boy, Mariano Santiago 

Ivan, born to Brandi Stam 
and Ivan Gutierrez of  
Merrill.

SEPTEMBER 3, 2024
Boy, Azriel Jade, born to 

Brooke Winch and Kevin 
Winch of  Wausau.

BIRTH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS



Merrill Area Public Schools
Regular Board of Education Meeting

August 21, 2024 – Minutes
The meeting was called to order by
Blake at 5:30 PM in the Board Room.
Board members present: De Rizzo,
Hornischer, Gremler, Liberty, Ashbeck,
Proulx, Smith, and Blake. Board
member absent: Woller. Others present:
Superintendent Murray, MAPS
Administrators, three people from the
staff and public, and Recorder Woller.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the change of the
MHS American Government to Civics for
the 2024-2025 school year as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by De Rizzo, second by Proulx
to approve the Merrill Area Public
Schools Academic and Career Planning
(ACP) Plan for the 2024-2025 school
year as presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Smith to
approve the Purchase Order for
$16,362.23 iLit45 materials from Savvas
with ESSER III funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the Health Service
Agreement between Lincoln County
Health Department and Pine River
School for Young Learners for the 2024-
2025 school year. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by De Rizzo, second by
Hornischer to approve the Lincoln
County Health Department School
Health Services Contract/Agreement for
the 2024-2025 School Year Grades 4K-
12 and NAC, a recurring cost that is
annually built into the district budget.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the 2024 HPE Simplivity
TechCare Renewal Contract for the
amount of $21,494,13. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the resolution authorizing
temporary borrowing in an amount not
to exceed $2,900,000; issuance of
taxable tax and revenue anticipation
promissory notes; and participation in
the PMA Levy and Aid Anticipation
Notes (PLANN) Program and approving
Mark Powell as the acting fiscal agent
for MAPS regarding signatures required
on the day of the offering and other
documentation relating to this
borrowing. Motion carried unanimously
on a roll call vote.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Ashbeck
to approve the 2024-2025 preliminary
budget and tax levy as presented.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the program vehicle
purchase for Pine River School for
Young Learners for the 2024-2025
school year. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Gremler, second by
Ashbeck to approve the Apptegy quote
for $26,195.75 to replace our current
website with Apptegy’s website and app.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Gremler
to proceed with the solicitation and
receipt of offers
to purchase for the vacant Jefferson
Elementary with the following conditions
and terms presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by
Hornischer to approve the amended
CESA 9 contract to include LETRS
Volume 2 training costing $6,400.00.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the Purchase Order for LETRS
Training and Facilitator Training from
Lexia Learning Systems LLC with ARPA
LETRS funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by
Hornischer to approve the addition of a
second School Resource Officer, as
presented, using Fund 80 as
appropriate and as allowable. Motion
carried unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Smith to
approve the purchase of a replacement
boiler at Merrill High School from
Complete Control for $89,430.00 using
federal ESSER funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by
Hornischer to approve the purchase of a
replacement unit ventilator at Merrill
High School from Complete Control for
$17,150 using federal ESSER funds.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by
Hornischer to approve the purchase of a
replacement VAV DDC Conversions
throughout the District from Complete
Control for $15,545 using federal
ESSER funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Hornischer, second by
Gremler to approve the addition of the
Community Education Coordinator
salary plan to the MAPS Leadership
Compensation Plan for Administrators.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Hornischer, second by
Gremler to approve the change of
position title from Behavior Coach to
Dean of Students at Kate Goodrich.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Gremler
to approve consent agenda items a
through d, which includes minutes of the
July 17, 2024 meetings; claims,
vouchers and receipts totaling
$2,053,519.98; donations totaling
$2,000.00; and, the attached personnel
report, contingent upon release of
contract for hirings and upon the
satisfaction of the appropriate liquidated
damages for resignations, if applicable.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by
Hornischer to adjourn at 6:20 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Ron Liberty
Board Clerk
RL/tlw
(The official minutes in their entirety are
available by calling (715) 536-4581, by
visiting www.mapsedu.org, or by visiting
the MAPS District Office at 1111 N.
Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin.)
Published September 26, 2024
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Blake at 5:30 PM in the Board Room.
Board members present: De Rizzo,
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Proulx, Smith, and Blake. Board
member absent: Woller. Others present:
Superintendent Murray, MAPS
Administrators, three people from the
staff and public, and Recorder Woller.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the change of the
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2025 school year. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by De Rizzo, second by
Hornischer to approve the Lincoln
County Health Department School
Health Services Contract/Agreement for
the 2024-2025 School Year Grades 4K-
12 and NAC, a recurring cost that is
annually built into the district budget.
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MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the 2024 HPE Simplivity
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amount of $21,494,13. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the resolution authorizing
temporary borrowing in an amount not
to exceed $2,900,000; issuance of
taxable tax and revenue anticipation
promissory notes; and participation in
the PMA Levy and Aid Anticipation
Notes (PLANN) Program and approving
Mark Powell as the acting fiscal agent
for MAPS regarding signatures required
on the day of the offering and other
documentation relating to this
borrowing. Motion carried unanimously
on a roll call vote.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Ashbeck
to approve the 2024-2025 preliminary
budget and tax levy as presented.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the program vehicle
purchase for Pine River School for
Young Learners for the 2024-2025
school year. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Gremler, second by
Ashbeck to approve the Apptegy quote
for $26,195.75 to replace our current
website with Apptegy’s website and app.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Gremler
to proceed with the solicitation and
receipt of offers
to purchase for the vacant Jefferson
Elementary with the following conditions
and terms presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by
Hornischer to approve the amended
CESA 9 contract to include LETRS
Volume 2 training costing $6,400.00.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Proulx to
approve the Purchase Order for LETRS
Training and Facilitator Training from
Lexia Learning Systems LLC with ARPA
LETRS funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by
Hornischer to approve the addition of a
second School Resource Officer, as
presented, using Fund 80 as
appropriate and as allowable. Motion
carried unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by Smith to
approve the purchase of a replacement
boiler at Merrill High School from
Complete Control for $89,430.00 using
federal ESSER funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by
Hornischer to approve the purchase of a
replacement unit ventilator at Merrill
High School from Complete Control for
$17,150 using federal ESSER funds.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Proulx, second by
Hornischer to approve the purchase of a
replacement VAV DDC Conversions
throughout the District from Complete
Control for $15,545 using federal
ESSER funds. Motion carried
unanimously.
MOTION by Hornischer, second by
Gremler to approve the addition of the
Community Education Coordinator
salary plan to the MAPS Leadership
Compensation Plan for Administrators.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Hornischer, second by
Gremler to approve the change of
position title from Behavior Coach to
Dean of Students at Kate Goodrich.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Smith, second by Gremler
to approve consent agenda items a
through d, which includes minutes of the
July 17, 2024 meetings; claims,
vouchers and receipts totaling
$2,053,519.98; donations totaling
$2,000.00; and, the attached personnel
report, contingent upon release of
contract for hirings and upon the
satisfaction of the appropriate liquidated
damages for resignations, if applicable.
Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by
Hornischer to adjourn at 6:20 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Ron Liberty
Board Clerk
RL/tlw
(The official minutes in their entirety are
available by calling (715) 536-4581, by
visiting www.mapsedu.org, or by visiting
the MAPS District Office at 1111 N.
Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin.)
Published September 26, 2024
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WEEKLY BRIEFING - SEPTEMBER 26WEEKLY BRIEFING - SEPTEMBER 26THTH - 30- 30THTH

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Conference Room & Hall Rental AvailableConference Room & Hall Rental Available

WE SELL FLAGS!WE SELL FLAGS!

41
61
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THURSDAY - FLATBREAD PIZZATHURSDAY - FLATBREAD PIZZA
FRIDAY - NORMAL MENUFRIDAY - NORMAL MENU
SATURDAY - NORMAL MENUSATURDAY - NORMAL MENU
SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKENSUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
BINGO - HOT HAM & CHEESEBINGO - HOT HAM & CHEESE

MONDAY - LASAGNA & GARLIC BREADMONDAY - LASAGNA & GARLIC BREAD

THISWEEKEND!THISWEEKEND!
BINGO 4PMBINGO 4PM
SUNDAY,SUNDAY,

SEPTEMBER 29TH!SEPTEMBER 29TH!
JACKPOT

IS OVER $480!
Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre
Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
9/27/24 TO 10/03/24

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

40
19

59
40

19
59

THE WILD ROBOT
“PG” (1HR 41MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

TRANSFORMERS ONE
“PG” (1HR 44MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

SPEAK NO EVIL
“R” (1HR 50MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28, 2024
9:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

Pine River Town Hall
N1647 Deer Run Avenue

BENEFITS THE LINCOLN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY

Take Hwy. 64 East to Deer Run Ave.
Turn Right on Deer Run to N1647
Questions: Call 715-966-3545

41
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RAFFLES

Craft, Gift & Bake Sale

41
61

31
CAYLOR’S TROPHY BAR
S I N C E 1 9 3 4

808 E. Main, Merrill | 715.536.5780
3pm - close | Fri - Sun. noon - close

41
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41
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31

FREE
BEER
FRIDAY, SEPT. 27TH

We will see you there...

In tribute to the pastIn tribute to the past
and present Caylorsand present Caylors
that are Silver M’s,that are Silver M’s,
we are celebratingwe are celebrating
with FREE BEER!with FREE BEER!

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe40

19
88

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE
• MONDAYS: Soup & Sandwich
Available 3-7pm

• LUNCH AVAILABLE:
TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm
WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm
& FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SUNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm

Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com
HAPPY HOUR: TUESDAY-THURSDAY • 3-6PM

TUESDAY NIGHTS
OCT. 1ST - LIVER & ONIONS
OCT. 8TH - BROASTED CHICKEN
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS
SEPT. 27TH - BLUEGILLS

OCT. 4TH - SHRIMP
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

DINNER SPECIALS SEPT./OCT.

41
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Grand Champion Swine:
JJ Klug

Buyer: Peterson Concrete

Reserve Champion Swine:
Allison Hunter

Buyer: Philip Walters Farm

Grand Carcass Swine:
Madlyn Hunter

Buyer: Head Hunter Taxidermy

Reserve Carcass Swine:
Carson Wallace

Buyer: Sierra Pacific Windows

Grand Champion Sheep:
Sadie Schleif-Roberts

Buyer: Krueger Floral & Gifts

Reserve Champion Sheep:
Dafney Yates

Buyer: Farm Stop

Grand Champion Beef:
Austin Depies

Buyer: Krueger Floral & Gifts

Reserve Champion Beef:
Jase Allen

Buyer: Wausau Sales Corporation

Grand Carcass Beef:
Ryder Depies

Buyer: Cordova Insurance

Reserve Carcass Beef:
Bella Kottke

Buyer: SGS Environmental
Contracting

This message is sponsored by the
Lincoln County Market Animal Show and Sale Committee.

Ampere Electric LLC • Bone and Joint- Merrill
Breaman Merrill Ford

Burgener Contract Carriers, LTD
Center for Human Development

Century 21 Best Way
Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I

Cordova Insurance Agency
Geiss Meat Services

Gold Medal Trailers • Incredible Bank
Jake’s Pig Palace Showpigs

Kassie Schepp • Krueger Plumbing LLC
McCoy C and F • Merrill Chiropractic

Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Myre Electric INC. • Northwoods Maple Farm

Oak Park Dental
Packaging Corporation of America
Peterson Bros. Sand and Gravel LLC

Polka Dotted Pie • Quality Title Inc.
RangeLine Machine and Repair
ReMax Excel- Lora Bladow

River Country Coop
Service Motor Company

Siness Recy • Silverman Chiropractic
Skare & Associates- Bruce Iattoni

Surgical Associates
Tomahawk Ace Hardware

Tri Hi Transportation
Vandergeest Dairy • Vine Vest North Inc.
Wausau Auctioneers • Weinbrenner Shoe

Wendorf Bus Serice Inc.
Westside Market • Wilson Organic Farms

Z’s Fork Horners
Rick Nylund Transmission

Douglas Ditmar • Merrill Veterinary Clinic

Milky Way Farms
Waid Funeral Home
Loka Investments LLC

JS Plumbing and Heating LLC
Pro Hidden Fence

Hamilton Insurance Services LLC
Brookes School of Dance
Meier Farms & Trucking
Cain Creek Maple Syrup

Willow Spring Garden • KC Limousin
David Cooper Agency INC
Brad & Holly Hartwig
Lambright Farrier LLC
Head Hunter Taxidermy

Neiter Farms
Central Wisconsin Evergreen

Northwoods Evergreen

~ ADD ONS ~

Abraham Trucking Excavating
Breaman Merrill Ford
Brickner Motors INC
Brickners Park City

Center for Human Development
Century 21 Best Way

Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I
Cordova Insurance Agency
First Webber- Kevin Blake
Geiss Soil and Samples LLC

Gold Medal Trailers
Green Lawn Underground Sprinklers

H + R Block- Tomahawk Office
Incredible Bank

Krueger Floral N Gifts

Krueger Plumbing LLC
Merrill Equipment Company
Merrill Sheet Metal Works

Nelson’s of Tomahawk County Market
Packaging Corporation of America

Peterson Concrete
Pier 2 Cenex LLC

ReMax Excel- Lora Bladow
Siness Recy

Sierria Pacific Windows
Surgical Associates
Tomahawk Furniture
Vandergeest Dairy
Wausau Auctioneers

Wendorf Bus Serice Inc.

Wisconsin Pro Rodeo
Rick Nylund Transmission
Billy Bob’s Sports Bar & Grill

B’s Landing Bar
Merrill Veterinary Clinic

Buch Farms
Waid Funeral Home
Loka Investments LLC

Hamilton Insurance Services LLC
Urban Construction
General Farm Supply

Farm Stop
Head Hunter Taxidermy
Philip Walters Farm

~ BUYER ~

THANK YOU
Area businesses for your support during the
2024 Annual Market Animal Show and Sale.
With your support 2024 was a great success.

Thank You to all the 2024 Buyers.
We look forward to your support in 2025!

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Wausau Auctioneers for auctioning the sale

Stacy Literski Photography
Breuning Trucking

Geiss Meats (slaughter and processing)

Grand Carcass Sheep:
Hope Erath

Buyer: Surgical Associates SC

Reserve Carcass Sheep:
Hazley Guite

Buyer: Cordova Insurance
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GOOD LUCKGOOD LUCK
BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!

HappyHappy
Homecoming!Homecoming!

412364

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-5400

www.interflexgroup.com

hamburgers

“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF THE MERRILL BLUEJAYS

Drive-Thru
Only

Let’s Go Bluejays. . . .
Happy Homecoming!

Celebrating Over 50 Years
Serving Our Community!

1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill • 715-536-6532
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com
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Merrill Bluejays vs. the 
Lakeland Thunderbirds:  

Homecoming 2024!
TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

5th annual Run the Ball
“The Cross Country team brings a key 

highlight to the Homecoming festivities by 
running some luck with the game football 
from the opposing team’s fi eld back to Merrill 
High School,” said Merrill Varsity Cross Country 
Head Coach EmmaLee Smith. “We fi rst drive 
to Lakeland and run the ball around their fi eld 
- then hop back on the bus and drive from 
Lakeland to Sara Park [in Tomahawk]. The 
fi nal destination is to hand off the ball to Coach 
Wadzinski - and kick off the Homecoming 
Assembly at 1 p.m.”

“Each member of the team will run anywhere 
from 3-13 miles while carrying the ball - for a 
cumulative total of about 26 miles,” she said. 
“The run begins early Friday morning, and once 
the runners arrive in Sara Park, they will run 
with a police escort down Hwy. 107 to Hwy. J 
to Pier St. and into town up 9th St. following 
Center Ave. to Hwy. G, fi nishing the fi nal stretch 
of the run at the Blue Jay Stadium. 

“The Cross Country Team appreciates 
the opportunity to contribute to the fun of 
Homecoming and represent Merrill by showing 
off their hard work in their competitive season,” 
Smith said.

Homecoming Parade
The Homecoming Parade will begin at 11 

a.m. from Normal Park, traveling east down 
E. Sixth St. to Memorial Dr. and then go north 
on Memorial Dr. to the high school. This is the 
same route as last year. Please come out to 
cheer for the Merrill Homecoming Parade!

Homecoming Football Game
On Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, the Lakeland 

Thunderbirds come to town for a Merrill Bluejay 
Homecoming Football Game at 1:30 p.m. 

“The Thunderbirds are off to a nice start 
this season and it should be a fun battle at Jay 
Stadium,” said Jason Wadzinski, Head Varsity 
Football Coach for the Merrill High School 
Football Team.

“Lakeland has a very nice team offensively 
and we will have our hands full slowing down 
their running attack,” he said. “Aidan Lonsdorf, 
Callum Wheeler, and Jax Hanson will have 
to have a nice day on the ground behind our 
offensive line. And emphasis for us will be to 
control the clock and keep our defense fresh.”

“As Head Coach of this football team, I want 
to invite everyone in this proud community to 
be loud and proud on Saturday,” Wadzinski 
said. “Let’s get loud and proud and cheer on 
our Bluejays to a Homecoming victory!”

Congratulations to the 2024 Merrill High School Homecoming Court!
Front row L to R:  Seniors - Madi Skic, Danielle Schielke, Jocelynn Broullire, and Molly 
White. Standing in back row L to R:  Junior Jazlin Severt, Sophomore Lauren Zuelsdorff, and 
Freshman Cadence Seliger. Submitted photo.

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

Monday, Sept. 23
RHYME WITHOUT REASON DRESS-UP DAY

Find a partner and dress up as 
something that rhymes

Tuesday, Sept. 24
BEACH vs BIKER DRESS-UP DAY

Wednesday, Sept. 25
CLASS COLORS DRESS-UP DAY

• Seniors - Blue  • Juniors - Black
• Sophomores - Red  • Freshmen - White
• Staff - Alumni Shirts (High School or College)

Powderpuff Football Game: 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 26
CLASS DISTINCTION DRESS-UP DAY
• Seniors - Pop • Juniors - Country
• Sophomores - Rock  • Freshmen - Classical

• Staff - Hip Hop / Rap

Friday, Sept. 27
BLUEJAY PRIDE DRESS-UP DAY
Powderbuff Volleyball Game: 7:00 p.m.

Winner Plays Staff

Saturday, Sept. 28
Parade: 11:00 a.m.

Football Game: 1:30 p.m.
Homecoming Dance: 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. —
At MHS Fieldhouse

*Students must bring $5 
and their Student ID*

MERRILL HIGH SCHOOL • 2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTSMERRILL HIGH SCHOOL • 2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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Focus On Training & Teamwork.
You’ll See Success & Achieve Your Goals!
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1007 E 1st Street, Merrill
715-536-2020 715-536-3250

409355

Proud supporters of the Merrill Athletes.

BEST WISHES
MERRILL JAYS!

“FINANCING AVAILABLE”

1320 E. Main St., Merrill

715-536-1411

22735

Proud supporters of the
Merrill Athletes.

BESTWISHES
MERRILL JAYS!

297675

GOOD LUCK, BLUEJAYS!

367521

© 2024 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY.

churchmutual.com/hometown

It was 1974. All in the Family, The Jeffersons, 
M*A*S*H, Good Times, and The Waltons were 
popular television shows. J.J. Walker on Good 
Times coined the phrase “Dy-No-Mite,” and 
Al Pacino, in The Godfather Part II, taught 
everyone to “Keep your friends close, but your 
enemies closer.” 

Richard Nixon resigned, and Gerald Ford 

was inaugurated as President of the United 
States. Patty Hearst was kidnapped, and 
Robert Redford and Burt Reynolds were 
Hollywood hunks of the day. The public was 
embracing the CB Radio and kids were asking 
for G.I.Joe with the Kung Fu Grip and Magna 

Dancing the night away at the Homecoming Dance ... 70’s style. 

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!
GOGO

50 years ago ... 
Homecoming 1974

Homecoming ...
through the years

See 50 YEARS page 3

Show your
Merrill Bluejay pride!

Do you know the school song? Bet some of  you are humming or singing along now 
even as you read the words.

Alma Matter
Hail to the Blue and Hail to the White
Hail to our Alma Mater Merrill High
True to our colors we will be
Ever pledged in loyalty
All Hail, All Hail
All Hail to thee our Merrill High

And what about these oldies? Do you remember how they go?

Loyalty
We’re loyal to you Merrill High
For we know you are out to do or die
You never will stop till you reach the tiptop
You will go till you drop Merrill High
U-rah
Carry on as you have in days of  yore
Live up to the grads gone before
You sure are the best of  all
In spring, summer, winter, fall
We’re loyal to you Merrill High

Let’s All Stand Up
Let’s all stand up and cheer for Merrill
Whether it’s victory or defeat
We’ll always keep our colors fl ying
Always advance, ne’er retreat
Our blue and white boys won’t stop fi ghting
They’ll always run that score up high
Come on and win team we’re behind you
Fighting for Merrill to do or die

See 50 YEARS page 9
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1815 Water St. & 605 N. Ohio St.,
Merrill, WI 54452

www.sierrapacificwindows.com

LET’S GOLET’S GO
BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!

www.waidfuneral.com

301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-4646

Proud supporters of the Merrill Bluejays

WAID FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Service Providing prearranged funerals

and affordable services.
Paul Waid, Licensed Director

Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager
Jaci Ziebell, Pre-Planning Coordinator

41
24
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GOOD LUCK
HAPPY HOMECOMING!

Paul Waid, Licensed Funeral Director/Owner
Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager

Samantha Finucan, Licensed Funeral Director
Megan Klug, Office Manager/Funeral Director Apprentice

Cindy Latzig, Grief Care Coordinator

190011

(715) 536-2262 • 1204 N. Center Ave., Merrill • www.merrillsheetmetal.com

HEATING COOLING FIREPLACES STOVES

HEATING&COOLING

41
23
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Good LuckGood Luck
Bluejays against theBluejays against the

Lakeland Union Thunderbirds!Lakeland Union Thunderbirds!

Serving

Our Community

Since 1913

Merrill Sheet MetalMerrill Sheet Metal

Homecoming Queen 1974 Audrey Fieldheim escorted by Joel Kleinschmidt.
 Photos courtesy of 1975 Merrill High School KEMO.

Nan Rogstad, Mike Woller, and Pat Severt.

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024
Homecoming ... through the years

50 years ago ... 
Homecoming 1974

Doodles for Christmas. Barbara Streisand, 
Elton John, John Denver, Grand Funk, Cher, 
Gordon Lightfoot, Paper Lace, Roberta Flack, 
Eric Clapton, Olivia Newton-John, Bachman-
Turner Overdrive, and John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, and Ringo Starr had hits at the top 
of the charts.

In Merrill, Homecoming Week highlights 
included Senior Day, Greaser Day, and Blue 

and White Day. Audrey Fieldheim was crowned 
Homecoming Queen during Homecoming 
Assembly. The winners of the Homecoming 
Floats in the annual Homecoming Parade 
went to the German Club, the Class of 1975, 
and the Choir. 

And on Saturday, the Merrill Bluejays played 
the Wausau East Lumberjacks and celebrated 
a huge 47-6 Homecoming Game win! 

50 YEARS from page 250 YEARS from page 8
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Go Merrill
Bluejays!

Dr. Steven DeMille
& Dr. Ed Long

2402 E Main St,
Suite 8 / Merrill, WI

715-539-1441
www.oakparkmerrill.com

29
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715-539-0441

3000 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-2833

www.bricknerfamily.com

GOOD LUCK
BLUEJAYS!
HAPPY

HOMECOMING!
GO BIG BLUE!

309863

1301 N. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)

Sales:
(715) 536-4542

Parts/Service:
(715) 536-3039

www.breamanmerrillford.com

Good Luck BluejaysGood Luck Bluejays
Happy Homecoming!Happy Homecoming!

309844

Breaman Merrill Ford
It’s Easier Than You Think

Trucks/SUV’s/Cars
Great Financing Rates

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

It was 1984. Michael Jackson, Tina Turner, 
Madonna, Phil Collins, Culture Club, Lionel 
Richie, Cyndi Lauper, and Prince were topping 
the charts. Ghostbusters, Footloose, Gremlins,
Police Academy, Beverly Hills Cop, Karate Kid, 
Purple Rain, and 16 Candles were popular in 
the theatre. Weird Al Yankowic was creating 
parodies of popular songs, and people 
everywhere were asking “Where’s The Beef?” 
Loni Anderson, Farrah Fawcett, Christie 
Brinkley, Suzanne Somers, and Bo Derek were 
turning heads and Patrick Swayze was setting 
hearts on fi re. 

Vanessa Williams was the fi rst black Miss 
America but lost her crown when Penthouse 
magazine published scandalous photos of 
her, and Marvin Gaye was shot and killed 
by his father. Ronald Reagan was elected 
President of the United States in a landslide 
election, and playing Trivial Pursuit was a 
popular pastime. The Detroit Tigers won the 
World Series, and the Los Angeles Raiders 
won the Super Bowl. Evening soap series were 

popular with shows like Dynasty, Dallas, Knots 
Landing, and Falcon Crest on the networks, 
and The Cosby Show, Family Ties, The A-Team, 
and 60 Minutes were also television hits.

Homecoming Week 1984 included dress-
up days like Hillbilly vs. City Slicker Day, Nerd 
Day, Backwards Day, Senior Dress-Up Day, and 
Blue and White Day. The Senior Girls played 
the Junior Girls in the traditional Powderpuff 
Game (the Senior Girls won!) with the guys 
becoming the cheerleaders - complete 
with cheerleading outfi ts. And during the 
annual Homecoming Assembly, each class 
performed an entertaining skit and the new 
Bluejay Mascot made his debut. 

Therese Bidon was crowned Homecoming 
Queen and rode in the parade along with 
other Homecoming royalty, and the bonfi re 
was a great way to enjoy the Friday night 
before the Homecoming Game. The Bluejays 
took on the Hodags on Saturday, and Merrill 
lost to Rhinelander 14-26, but there was still 
fun to be had at the Homecoming Dance.

Merrill Bluejay #59 George Henrich charges a Rhinelander Hodag football player during the 
Homecoming 1984 Football Game.

Who ya gonna call? “Hodagbusters!” That was the theme of the Senior Class skit during the 
Homecoming 1984 Assembly.

Homecoming ... through the years
40 years ago ... Homecoming 1984
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715.536.9669 715.536.2424
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1209 E Main Street • Merrill WI 54452
www.cwwap.net

Two great stores at 1 location!

G OD LUCK,
BLUEJAYS!

Happy Homecoming!

500 S Center Ave., Merrill, WI
715-536-2481
www.riversideathletic.com 41
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GOBIGBLUE!!!GOBIGBLUE!!!
GOOD LUCK

MERRILL BLUEJAYS!
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715-536-8323

1205 N. Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-7471

Merrill Eagles Club

GOOD LUCK BLUEJAYS
From your Friends at the...

Like us on Facebook

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

On The Web! 584.localfoewi.com

Banquet / Meeting Hall Available

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE
• Monday: Open at 3pm

• Lunch avaiLabLe:

Tues. & Fri. 11am-2pm

Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm

Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• dinner Menu: Tues. 4-8pm & Fri. 4-8pm

• SaTurday: Open at 3pm

• Sunday: Open From 11am-7pm 68
24

4

Featuring Steaks, Pressure Fried Chicken and Pork Chops
• Fish Fries available Tues.-Fri.

Banquet / Meeting Hall Available

• Monday: Soup & Sandwich Available 3-7pm

• Lunch Available:

TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm

WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm

Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm & FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Open at 3pm

• SUNDAY: Open From 11am-7pm

CARRYOUTS
AVAILABLE

On The Web! 584.localfoewi.com

Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!Bluejays Victory!
Kevin J. Blake
(715) 204-0084

www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

40
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BBRINGRING

“HOME”“HOME”
BBRINGRING

“HOME”“HOME”

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

The brand new Merrill Bluejays Mascot struts his stuff at the 
Homecoming Assembly, getting the student body riled up 
during Homecoming Week.

Dan Rebella crowns Therese Bidon Homecoming Queen 1984 
at the Homecoming Assembly.

Some of the guys donned cheerleading out� ts and ... um, accessories ... to � ll out the uniforms so they could cheer on the 
Senior and Junior girls during the Powderpuff Game. Photos courtesy of 1985 Merrill High School KEMO.

Homecoming ... 
through the years

40 years ago ... Homecoming 1984

NewsFotoMerrill
™

NewsFotoMerrill
™

Is a proud sponsor of  Merrill Sports.

MERRILLFOTONEWS.COM Go        Bluejays!Go        Go        
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• Sales • Service

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am-5:00 pm

• Family owned & operated since 2007

• Quality pre-owned cars for sale

• Dealership diagnostic capabilities

• 2 year / 24,000 mile warranty on parts & labor

715-536-1900 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm
400 E. 2nd St., Merrill • www.autojockeys.com

From Our Team to Yours...
Happy Homecoming!

Merrill & Tomahawk
Merrill

22
67

1

Drive Thru AvAilAble in Merrill!

Work hard, Play Smart,
eat Well and enjoy Yourself!

19
06
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Best of luck to all
athletes, coaches,

supporters
and families.

Best of luck
to all athletes,

coaches,
supporters
and families.
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GOOD LUCK
BLUEJAYS!
From Your Fans At

www.davescountymarketmerrill.com

’s

300 E. 1St Street, Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-2571

Don’t forget flowers for your athletes!
Check out our new Floral Department!

40
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Don’t forget flowers for your athletes!
Check out our new Floral Department!

1102 S. CENTER AVE. MERRILL, WI
715-536-3399 • 715-539-9700
WWW.WOODLANDCOURTELDER.COM

WE ARE PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF THE MERRILL BLUEJAYS!

29
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H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

It was 1994. Playstation was released and Beanie Baby 
mania began, O.J. Simpson fl ed the law in a white Bronco - a 
car chase that was televised live across the nation, and George 
Clooney, Brad Pitt, Tom Cruise, and John Travolta were the 
leading men all the ladies were watching. Everyone everywhere 
was suggesting that “life is like a box of chocolates,” after 
watching Tom Hanks in Forrest Gump. Schindler’s List won 
an Oscar, while much lighter fare including The Lion King, The 
Flintstones, The Santa Clause, and Dumb and Dumber were 
popular in the box offi ce. 

Seinfeld, Home Improvement, Friends, Roseanne, and Mad 
About You were popular sitcoms and NYPD Blue, E.R., and 
Murder, She Wrote were also popular evening entertainment. 
Mariah Carey, Céline Dion, All-4-One, and Boyz II Men were 
topping the Billboard charts. The Major League Baseball 
Players Association went on strike, so there was no World 
Series in 1994, and the Dallas Cowboys were the Super Bowl 
Champions.

After a weeklong Merrill Homecoming 1994 celebration 
with dress up days and assemblies, Kara Kolbeck was crowned 
1994 Homecoming Queen. The Homecoming Parade was held 
Friday night, followed by the Powderpuff Football Game and 
then a fi reworks display sponsored by the Silver M Club. The 
Merrill Bluejays played the Antigo Red Raiders in Saturday’s 
Homecoming Game and suffered a crushing loss with Antigo 
beating them 33-0, but the Homecoming Dance was a chance 
to shake off the defeat and have some fun.

Peace out! Juniors Rachel Zentner, Kristin Phelps, Monica Welker, Molly Wulf, and Jessica Welker are having quite the love fest 
in their hippies attire on one of the dress-up days for Homecoming 1994.

Senior Princess Amy Henkelman rides past LeRoy’s Barber Shop on Second St. in Merrill in a 
convertible driven by Senior Jason Sitte during the 1994 Homecoming Parade.

Homecoming Court 1994:  Sophomore Princess, Lana Lemon; Senior Princess, Amy 
Henkelman; Homecoming Queen, Kara Kolbeck; Senior Princess, Holly Perry; and Junior 
Princess, Jodie Higgins. Photos courtesy of 1995 Merrill High School KEMO.

Homecoming ... through the years
30 years ago ... Homecoming 1994

BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!
GOGO
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GoodLuck,You’veGotThis!
Knab Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ready To Serve All Your Insurance Needs!

1314 E. Main., Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-4833

Celebrating
Our 55th

Anniversary!

65
38

4

Best of Luck
MerriLL

BLuejays!

Hall Rental Available
715-536-4664

418 Grand Ave., Merrill418 Grand A  Merrill
S&S BarS&S Bar Open Daily

9 am - Close

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,
S.I. & Its Operating Companies,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
©2016 008944 – Rev. 10/21 – 23009532

David Cooper, Agent
David J Cooper Agency Inc
900 E 1st St
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 539-9305
davidcooperagency@amfam.com

40
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SUPPORTING DREAMS LIKE THIS
When all you’ve worked toward is on the line, know you’ve got our support as you
continue to pursue your dream on the court, on the field, in the pool and beyond.

Let’s talk about the dreams you’re working towards, and how I can help protect them.

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024

It was 2004. Facebook was founded - though most people 
didn’t know about it yet, low carb diets were all the rage, 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olson turned 18 years old, and George 
W. Bush was Time Magazine’s Person of the Year. Justin 
Timberlake exposed part of Janet Jackson’s body during 
their performance of “Rock Your Body” during the Super 
Bowl halftime show, coining the new catchphrase “wardrobe 
malfunction.” The Boston Red Sox won the World Series and 
the New England Patriots won the Super Bowl. Britney Spears, 
Jude Law, Alicia Keys, George Clooney, Beyonce, Johnny 
Depp, Gwen Stefani, Justin Timberlake, Fergie, Matt Damon, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, David Beckham, Cameron Diaz, Heath 
Ledger, Cate Blanchette, Brad Pitt, and Jennifer Aniston were 
considered some of the hottest celebrities. 

Popular movies included The Incredibles, Napoleon 
Dynamite, Mean Girls, Shrek 2, Spider Man 2, Polar Express, 
National Treasure, Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban, 
and Million Dollar Baby, and 
Mel Gibson made history with 
his release of The Passion of 
the Christ in theatres.

On television, Desperate 

Housewives, Grey’s Anatomy, Everybody Loves Raymond, 
American Idol, CSI, and Survivor were popular shows. 

And in music, Usher, OutKast, Alicia Keys, and Snoop Dog 
were topping the charts. 

In Merrill, Homecoming 2004 included a pie eating contest, 
choreographed dance routines like the electric slide, the 
traditional Powderpuff Football Game (Senior Girls won), 
and Lindsay Klessig was crowned Homecoming Queen at 
Friday afternoon’s pep rally in the Field House. A block party 
downtown included a “Panther Roast” and live music, and 
of course, the week included the traditional dress-up days, 
a bonfi re Friday night, and a parade on Saturday afternoon. 
The Merrill Bluejays played the Stevens Point Panthers in the 
Saturday afternoon Homecoming Football Game, and the 
Homecoming Dance wrapped up the week of fun. 

Junior Princess Dana Schleif, Sophomore Princess Raena 
Grenfell, and Freshman Princess Alex Zelent.

Senior Princess Shannon Murphy, Senior Queen Lindsay Klessig, and Senior Princess Danielle 
Bloch.

Senior Powder Puff Girls took the win in 2004! Photos courtesy of 2005 Merrill High School KEMO.

Busting moves during the choreographed boy and girl dance. 

The 2004 Homecoming Court dances to the electric slide.

Joe Levickis became infamous in 2004 for his performance in 
the pie eating competition.

Homecoming ... through the years
20 years ago ... Homecoming 2004
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Stop in after the game,
for tasty, refreshing treats!

GO
BLUEJAYS!

OPEN: 7 days a week at 11 AM

Merrill Dairy Queen
905 N. Center Ave., Merrill • 715-536-5821

412325

Closing for the season Wednesday, October 9th.
We’ll see you next year!

Leah D. Reist, Director • McKenna K. Meunier, Director
Tammy Klade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Serving the Community Since 1934
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MERRILL BLUEJAYS!MERRILL BLUEJAYS!
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Locally Owned
& Operated

for Over 50 Yrs.

1010 Main St. • Merrill • 715-536-8336

1513 N. 4th St., Tomahawk • 715-453-5534
HourS: MoN.-Fri.: 7aM-6pM • SaT. 7aM-4pM • SuN. 8aM-NooN

HourS: MoN.-Fri. 7:30aM-5:30pM • SaT. 8aM-3pM • SuN. CloSed

®

Bluejays! Go! Big! Blue!

H MECOMING 2024MECOMING 2024
It was 2014. The most 

popular song was Happy by 
Pharell Williams, a postage 
stamp cost 49 cents, the 
Rubik’s Cube was inducted 
into the National Toy Hall 
of Fame, and Alexander 
Imich (who survived both 
the Holocaust and the Soviet 
gulags) became the World’s 
Oldest Living Man in 2014 at 
age 111.

Video games ruled and 
were represented even at 
the box offi ce, where the big 
movies of the year included 
American Sniper, The Hunger 
Games, Guardians of the 
Galaxy, Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier, The LEGO 
Movie, Transformers: Age of 
Extinction, X-Men: Days of 
Future Past, and Big Hero 6.

Popular celebrities included 
Kate Middleton, Katy Perry, 
Taylor Swift, Emma Watson, 
Jennifer Lawrence, Zoe 
Saldana, Scarlett Johansson, 
and Katie Holmes. 

The San Francisco Giants 
won the World Series and the 
Seattle Seahawks were the 
Super Bowl Champions.

By the end of the year, 
everyone was ready to “Shake 
it Off” thanks to Taylor Swift 
and “Be Happy” thanks to 
Pharell Williams. Their two 
songs, along with hits by 
Ariana Grande, John Legend, 
Maroon 5, Miley Cyrus, Justin 
Timberlake, Ed Sheeran, 
Coldplay, Katy Perry, Imagine 
Dragons, One Republic, and 
Meghan Trainor were topping 
the charts.  

By 2014, television options 
had exploded well beyond 
three primary networks 

and people were watching 
their favorite programs - old 
and new - on demand from 
streaming services including 
Netfl ix and Hulu and watching 
programs from HBO, FX, 
Showtime, Cartoon Network, 
AMC, Comedy Central, and 
more.

At Homecoming 2014 
in Merrill, Rachel Beyer 
was crowned Homecoming 
Queen at the Homecoming 
Assembly/pep rally on Friday 
afternoon. The fun and games 
included performances by the 
Merrill High School Dance 
Team, scooter races, chicken 
baseball (the Seniors won), tug 
of war, rousing skits by each 
class - including a staff skit, 
celebrating “what it means 
to be a Bluejay,” and singing 
the school song, Hail to the 
Blue. [You can check out (or 
relive) the entire Homecoming 
2014 pep rally and catch the 
excitement of Homecoming 
2014 by watching a legacy 
video of the rally at: https://
archive.org/details/mapsdwi-
LEGACY_VIDEO_9-26-2014_
Homecoming_Assembly.] 

The kids got fi red up with 
a bonfi re Friday night, held 
a Homecoming Parade on 
Saturday, and then crushed 
the Oredockers 62-0 at the 
Homecoming 2014 Football 
Game against Ashland, 
before dancing the night 
away at the Homecoming 
Dance. [Relive the exciting 
Homecoming 2014 game 
with a rewatch at:  https://
archive.org/details/mapsdwi-
LEGACY_VIDEO_9-27-2014_
Homecoming_Game.]

Homecoming Court 2014:  Molly Weix, Caitlyn Kolehouse, Emily Travis, 2014 Homecoming Queen Rachel Bayer, Kaitlin Berry, 
Lauren Case, and Kayla Sutton with 2013 Homecoming Queen McKenna Robbins.

The Senior Girls beat the Junior Girls 12-0 in the 2014 Powderpuff Football Game.
Skits, tug of war, and lots of high-spirited fun helped energize the student body during the 2014 
Homecoming Assembly. Photos courtesy of 2015 Merrill High School KEMO.

Homecoming ... through the years
10 years ago ... Homecoming 2014

G  BLUEJAYS!BLUEJAYS!
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Tom Cimino
109 W. Wisconsin Ave

Tomahawk, WI
715-453-4300

Fax 715-453-4332
Look for us on Facebook
Tue.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2
or call for appointment

Additional 10% off
any one furniture or mattress

item with this coupon

TOM AT TOMAHAWK FURNITURE &
GUNS IS RETIRING AFTER 18 YEARS!!!

415313

Check with Tom for deals
on select archery and
firearm products.

COME EARLY FOR
BEST SELECTION.

DELIVERY STILL AVAILABLE!

Liquidating recliners, sofas, loveseats,
bedroom furniture, mattresses,
bases, adjustable bed bases,
lamps, accent furniture,
and rustic furnishings.

Final Days of Tom’s Retirement Sale at
Tomahawk Furniture at 109 West Wisconsin Ave!

Tuesday, October 1st through Friday October 4th,
10-5 and Saturday October 5th 10-2.

Additional 20% OFF of all marked
prices on furniture and 50% OFF

most mattresses. Select items
discounted up to 40%!

September 19th - October 4th
There’s still time to pay!

Last week the MERRILLOPOLY GAME SHEET published in the center of
the Foto News. Bring your game sheet to each of the advertisers to get a
stamp. When your sheet is full, bring it to the Merrill Foto News office to
enter for a chance to win the GRAND PRIZE!
If you need a game sheet stop in at the
Foto News office. We will have extras
on a first come, first serve basis.

410250

• Must be 18 years old or older to play
• No stamping for anyone but yourself
• You must visit each store and get their
official stamp

• Only a full game sheet will qualify
• Winner will be published in the
Merrill Foto News on October 10, 2024

• No purchase necessary

2011 E. Main Street., Merrill

FALL

MERRILLOPOLYMERRILLOPOLY

GRAND PRIZE
$722
VALUE!!

Deadline to turn in game card is
Friday, October 4th at 4:00 p.m.
ACE Hardware:
Gift Certificate
Breaman Merrill Ford:
$80 Oil Change Gift Card
Geiss Meat Service:
Gift Certificate
Grand Antiques:
Gift Certificate
Greg’s Gruett’s Appliance:
Gift Certificate
Images:
Biolage Shampoo &
Conditioner

Main St. Resale:
Gift Basket & Gift Certificate
MARC:
Pool Punch Pass
NAPAAuto:
Gift Certificate
River Country Co-Op:
Gift Certificate
Riverside Athletic Club:
Membership & Free
Smoothie
St. Vincent de Paul:
Gift Basket

Vibe Out Nutrition:
Gift Certificate
Victoria’s Floral:
Gift Certificate
VFW Pub 1638:
Gift Certificate
*Bonus Prize:
Merrill Foto News
1 Year Subscription

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Student
of the Week

408422

This Week’s Featured Student is

408422

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Rayah LaCrosse
Daughter of

Scott LaCrosse and Lindsay Krueger
Rayah is in the 3rd grade at New Testament

Church Christian Academy. She was
nominated by Pr. Pam Hohman.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Rayah is a very sw
eet girl. She gets

along with all of
her

classmates and is
a very hard work

er in her studies.

~ Pr. Pam Hohm
an

I would like to be a vet to help

heal animals.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

What is your favorite
subject in school? Why?

Social Stud
ies - I like to learn about what

happened
years ago.

y?

I like my teachers; th
ey are nice

and they help me.

What is your favorite
part of schoo

l?

Why?

o do/become someday?

Merrill Country Store
1400 Logan Ave.

Merrill • 715-536-2491

SPONSORED BY

PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Axel! He is a very nice boy who loves
to go for walks and seems to do great
around other female dogs and younger
male dogs. He is still very much an active
boy so a home that likes to go for walks
and play would be great for him! He also
enjoys a good cuddle on the couch after a
long hard day! Axel knows how to sit and
will do anything for a treat!
Visit the Lincoln County Humane
Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 12-4PM; Sun. 12-2PM.
Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, visit us
on the web at www.furrypets.com.

40
89

30

Thursday, September 26, 2024 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 15 15Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar
Sept. 26 - Open Mic Night at Sawmill Brewing Co.
Sept. 27 - 14th Annual Haunted Sawmill “The Gates of  

Asylum” opening night 
Sept. 27-29 - Grace & Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch
Sept. 28 - Merrill Enrichment Center’s Fall Craft & 

Market
Sept. 28 - 12th Annual Craft, Gift & Bake Sale at the Pine 

River Town Hall
Sept. 28 - Northwoods Ice Age Trail Fall Color Hike
Sept. 28 - Fall “Everything Goes Sales Event” (Flea 

market & more) at the MARC 
Sept. 28 - Comedy Night Live at Rusty Moon Acres
Sept. 28-29 - Grampa’s Farm
Sept. 29 - Bingo at VFW
Oct. 1 - Lincoln County Community Baby Shower
Oct. 2 - Trivia Night at Sawmill Brewing Co.
Oct. 3 - Bingo at St. Francis School

Oct. 4 - THE VIBE Open Mic Night
Oct. 4 - Haunted Sawmill Panic and Pandemonium
Oct. 4-6 - LincCon Retro Game Convention at Les & Jim’s 

Lincoln Lanes
Oct. 4-6 - Grace & Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch
Oct. 5 - Pine River Fire Department Open House and Pig 

Roast
Oct. 5-6 - Grampa’s Farm
Oct. 5 - Haunted Sawmill “Medical Mayhem”
Oct. 6 - Gleason Lions Pancake Breakfast
Oct. 6 - Fall Market at Sawmill Brewing Co.
Oct. 9 - Trivia at Sawmill Brewing Co.
Oct. 10 - Merrill Chamber of  Commerce Annual 

Celebration & Awards
For more information, go to: merrillchamber.org/

events or contact the event sponsor.

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Haunted Sawmill, 
700 Hendricks St. in Merrill, 
will kick off their 14th 
season this Friday, Sept. 
27, 2024, in a Spooktacular 
fashion. Opening night 
is dubbed “The Gates of  
Asylum” and offers half-
price admission for haunted 
house and Halloween fans 
who want to “get an early 
start on their October 
fun,” said a representative 
of  the Friends of  Vincent 
Foundation, Inc.

The Friends of  Vincent 
Foundation is a non-profit 
organization with a mission 
to help young people in 
Merrill and the surrounding 
communities gain access 
to activities, outings, and 
events that they may not 
have been able to afford on 
their own which utilizes 
The Haunted Sawmill as 

their primary fundraiser 
and an avenue for many 
area youth to be involved in 
a common cause, fostering 
a sense of  community and 
family along with giving 
the involved kids acting, 
production, and fundraising 
experience as a part of  The 
Haunted Sawmill.  

“In addition to it’s 
fundraising goals, The 
Haunted Sawmill also 
affords children a place to 
come and learn new skills, 
promote their creativity, 
and gives them a safe 
environment to come and 
be a part of  something 

special,” their website says. 
“Children get to see their 
ideas flourish and come to 
life.  They also get hands 
on experience with things 
like building, planning a 
project, and responsibility. 
The Haunted Sawmill is 
open to all children and 
their families and promotes 
diversity, respect, friendship 
and responsibility.”

The Haunted Sawmill 
focuses on helping 
children locally in our 
own communities, said 
Gerald Hersil, who founded 
the Friends of  Vincent 
Foundation. “Over the 
years, the Friends of  Vincent 
Foundation has started its 
own high school scholarship 
program, helped children 
and their families with 
extracurricular activity 
costs that they might not 
otherwise have been able to 
afford, and started their own 
‘Spirit of  Christmas Giving’ 

program where families are 
provided with toys, food, 
and clothing,” Hersil said.

In 2023, funds raised 
through The Haunted 
Sawmill helped more than 
60 families have a brighter 
Christmas season, he said.

The Haunted Sawmill 
is open every weekend 
in October with varying 
themes each weekend, and 
on Oct. 31 for “Vincent’s 
Halloween Bash.” Complete 
information and tickets are 
available at hauntedsawmill.
org, or follow facebook.com/
HauntedSawmill.

In addition, “Vincent 
Mudgett, the head ghoul of  
the haunt, is playing games 
on his own Facebook page 
where people can win free 
tickets to this year’s show 
or even Haunted Sawmill 
merchandise,” organizers 
said. Check out his page 
at: facebook.com/vincent.
mudgett.

Haunted Sawmill kicks off the 2024 
season in a Spooktacular fashion



Baumgart Waste Removal
is looking for Drivers with
a Class B CDL License for

Full time & Part time
Monday thru Friday
Please APPLY in person at

1304 Cotter Ave., Merrill, WI
or Call 715-536-4692

41
55
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IN-HOME CAREGIVER: In-home
care giver needed in Pine River
area, 7 min utes from Mer rill Wal -
mart. Du ties in clude light clean ing,
laun dry, groom ing as sis tance,
meal prep, med ica tion re minders,
and pet care. Fri day through Sun -
day af ter noons, 3 hours per day.
$16/hr. Call or Text: (715) 966-
1935

OTR TRUCK DRI VERS FT/PT.
Put your ca reer in Gear Com pet i -
tive wages & full ben e fits. Mileage,
Drop pay, Paid weekly, Home
week ends, NO east/west coast. 28
Cen tral States. Van & Hop per Di vi -
sion. Agri cul tural ex pe ri ence a
plus. Fox Val ley Com pany since
1958 Call Frank 920-788-6242 or
920-858-0238. Van Groll Truck ing,
Kaukauna

GARAGE SALE
KITS

NOW AVAIL ABLE
Let Garage Sale Gale

help you with your sale!
Kit In cludes:
• 2 garage sale signs
• 140 pric ing stick ers
• 3 bal loons
• 1 pen
• How to have a suc cess ful       
 garage sale pam phlet
• 1 coupon for $5 off your NEXT 
 clas si fied ad!

ONLY $5.00 PER KIT!*
* With the pur chase of a

clas si fied ad.

Avail able at:
Mer rill Foto News

2011 E. Main St., Mer rill

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move house hold &
Cars – CHEAP! Local 414-520-
1612

4 Fam ily Sale: 2511 W Main
Street, Mer rill, Sept 26-28, 9-4,
Pack n Play, in fant swing, van ity,
rocker, juicer, end table, house -
hold items and much more.WANTED: Some one to take care

of a small Dog. (Dog - sit ter) Call
715-536-6242.

Mer rill, Garage Sale, Thurs. Sept.
26, Fri. Sept. 27 & Sat Sept 28,
8AM-5PM. 303 N Kyes St. Vin tage
table lamps, can ning jars, Men's
rub ber mud boots size 13 & 10,
Hunt ing items, win ter jack ets, old
comic book & misc.• Cooks

• Kitchen Manager
• Hostesses

HELP WANTED
APPLY IN
PERSON

1205 N Lake St. Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-7471

41
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Wausau Hunt ing & Fish ing Sale
1639 Pear son St.

TH 9/26 & FRI 9/27, 9a-5p
Muskie baits, ice fish ing rods,

climb ing tree stand, misc. hunt ing
& fish ing items. Also Harley parts.

• ProductionWorkers
• Product Development Designers

• Quality Technician

40
22

39

We are an equal opportunity employer.

• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
(employment office – SW corner)

• Or Email your resume to
gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com

• Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

To Apply:

Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

Wausau NE: 1117 Mar quardt Rd.
FRI 9/27 & SAT 9/28, 9a-5:30p

House hold items, some fur ni ture,
bike, bed ding, books, vin tage

& lots more!

LARGE PRE-OWNED SALE
United Methodist Church

903 N. 3rd St., Wausau
TH 10/3, 9a-4p; FRI 10/4, 9a-1p.
Ful ton St. park ing lot en trance.

We ston: 3902 Sandy Lane
TH 9/26 thru SAT 9/28, 8a-5p

MEN'S HE-SHED SALE!
Tools, table saw, deck fur ni ture,
cush ions & pil lows, sander, pole

saw, men's golf clubs, men's cloth -
ing, Gold Wing jack ets & lin ers,

bird feed ers, au to mo tive sup plies,
(2) tires, elec tri cal sup plies, col lec -

tion of ce ramic ea gles, CDs,
DVDs, bird bath, of fice sup plies,
tie-downs, pop-up canopy (white,

new-in-box). Make of fers!

ARE YOU A KIND AND
CARING PERSON?
Do you enjoy helping others?
Looking for that extra $$$$$$?

WE CAN HELP.

Monday through Friday 6:45 - 9:45
Opportunities for additional hours
Starting wage $18.58 per hour

We are currently seeking part time bus operator

Contact 715-536-7112 for more information

41
58
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Wausau: St. Paul's UCC Church
426 Wash ing ton St.

Attic Trea sures Rum mage Sale
Plus all-day lunch, bak ery & raf -
fles. Raf fles items in clude: Lego
sets, Pack ers corn hole set, Star
Wars mem o ra bilia & gift bas kets.

FRI 10/4 & SAT 10/5, 8a-4p;
SUN 10/6 (HALF PRICE), 8a-1p

Rum mage, es tate & vin tage items.
World globes, col lectible toys,

framed art, books, flower dec o ra -
tions, kitchen wares, sewing sup -

plies, vin tage Avon, large alu -
minum cook ware, stuffed an i mals
in clud ing pup pet-style, glass ware,

Pyrex & so much more!

ABC Kids Fall & Win ter Sale
Sept. 26-28, 2024.

Cen tral WI Con ven tion
and Expo Cen ter

Roth schild WI 54474.
Thurs day, 7am-8pm.

Fri day, 9am-8pm.
Sat ur day, 8am-2pm.
(most items 1/2 off)

41
38
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AGING & DISABILITY UNIT MANAGER
Price County Health & Human Services Department
Price County is accepting applications for an Aging and Disability Unit Manager
within the Health and Human Services department. This position is responsible for
the day-to-day administration of a broad array of statutorily mandated programs and
services targeted to citizens of Price County who are frail elderly, physically disabled,
developmentally disabled, and children in need of Long-Term Care Services. These
programs include but are not limited to ADRC Branch Manager, and Adult Protective
Services. This position directs and supervises professional staff in the unit as well as
teaming with the Senior Services Manager to provide services for the community.
Assures a program and service array for the most vulnerable populations to enhance
their safety, well-being and quality of life while meeting requirements for state and
federal reimbursement to optimize non-local funding thereby moderating the need
for local tax levy.

This is a full-time, regular position with a full benefit package and starting hourly
wage of $28.14. Benefits include Wisconsin Retirement System with 6.9% employer
contribution, income continuation insurance, choice of multiple health insurance
plans including a zero deductible plan, 22 days of paid leave within the first year,
10 paid holidays per year, paid maternity/paternity leave, and quarterly employee
lifestyle enhancement reimbursement perk. Dental/vision, flex spending, WI Deferred
Comp, life, short-term disability, accident, and cancer/critical illness coverages are
available.

A full description of minimum requirements and application instructions can be found
on the Price County website’s employment opportunities page at www.co.price.wi.us,
by emailing a request to hroffice@pricecounty.wi.gov or by calling 715-339-5131.

Resume and completed application must be received by the
Price County Office of Administration by 4:30 p.m. on October 2, 2024,

to be considered for this position.

Price County is an equal opportunity employer.

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) EqualOpportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

Crew Member
$19.79-$20.40/hr

Maintenance Tech
(Ohio St.)

$28.60-$30.85/hr

• 4 10-Hour Days

• Both shifts available

• Possible OT on Friday

• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance

• Paid Holidays and Vacations

•
Individual: $88/Month
Spouse: +$140/Month
Child: +$63/Month
2024 Monthly Rates

See all opportunities at:SPI.CAREERS

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Fall For A New Career

Join our Team!
TwoMerrill Locations

410332

Down Siz ing Sale by V&J Es tate
Sales

152903 South Road, Mosi nee WI.
be hind the air port.

Sept. 28th and 29th
Sat. 10-4 and Sun. 10-2

The Tool Sale!
Shop Fox 15" Planer, Shop Fox
Table Saw, 13" portable planer,
Bosch miter saw, nail ers, Stihl
chain saws, tool chest, power
tools, hand tools, lad ders, ice
auger, snow blower, heaters,
power washer, walk be hind trim -
mer, small gen er a tor, weed eaters,
wood, floor ing, hunt ing gear size
2x, boots size 11. Nuts, bolts,
screws, elec tri cal stuff, pumps,
light ing, lawn tools, build ing ma te r -
ial, deer mounts, horns, traps, re -
loader, scopes, bows. plas tic
chairs, ta bles, pop up tent, so
much more.

For pic tures go to our face book
page at V&J Es tate sales or

Es tate sales.org
Please be care ful park ing on the
road, park on one side only, its

nar row and a ditch.
Sale is only in the out side shed

and base ment, be hind the house.
If you can, bring bags, we could

use them.

415964

Mer rill Es tate Sale, Thurs. Sept.
26 Thru Sat. Sep. 28, 9-4. Jack son
St. Trea sure Chest Stor age Unit
No. 16. Signs Posted.

For Sale: Karaoke setup with
amp, speaker, stand, mi cro phone
PLUS Apple Mac Book Pro with

40,000 songs. $1599.
715-610-1010

In Mer rill, 5 year old Amana Re -
frig er a tor, Black, side by side with
ice & water in door, clean in side
and out. Ask ing $400 OBO, call
Brian 203-923-6152.

PLY MOUTH FUR NI TURE:
QUEEN MAT TRESSES FROM
$199 40 Styles on dis play! All
Sizes Avail. Ply mouth Fur ni -
tureWI.com 2133 East ern Ave.
Ply mouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily

10
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Call Mark
715-503-5460

• Hidden Fastener Snap Lock
• Ventilated at Peak
• 4 Star Hail & Fire Resistant
• Can Be Installed Over Existing Roof

371088

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

Wisco
Steel R

oofng LLC

Wisco
Steel Roofing, LLC

Culverts/Driveways
Landscaping/New Lawns
Concrete Removal
Storm Clean Up
Stump Removal
Demolition
Lot Clearing/Food Plots

715-965-5833 • Athens,WI

FULLY INSURED39842839
53

36

4 Boat Repair and parts
4 Used Boats
4 Motor Repair and Parts
4 Trailer Repair and Parts
4 Storage (Winterization)
4 Oil Change kits
4 Mercury Outboard Motors
www.ribmountainmarine.com

SINCE 1954!
1220 Flieth St

Same location since 1954
715-845-3355

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

409502

Maple Ridge Construction

715-560-5840

Specializing In:
• Metal and Asphalt Roofing
• House Roofs • Barn Roofs
• Replacement Windows
• Vinyl Siding and More!

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Free Estimates
• Light Excavating
• Demolitions/Removal
• Stump Removal
• Dump Trailer Service
• Trenching...

and more
• Fully Insured

Gleason, WI.
715-216-4682

KITSEMBLE
EXTERIORS

Roofing: Shingles • Rubber • Steel Siding: Vinyl
Decks, Windows & Remodels
Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates

Cell: (715)610-5808
Owner: George Kitsemble Jr.

Serving Central WI for over 30 years. 13
11

6

28
33

47

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34
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“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
35
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Bor der Col lie pups $350, Ger man
Shep ard pups $500, Cavapoo
pups $600. C/T 715-316-2617

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

BOSTON TER RIER PUP PIES
Males/Fe males Health Guar
Ready Sept. 15 715-937-0916 no
text

Brown & White Boston Ter rier
Male pup. Shots DEW Vet
Checked $300. 715-654-0060

FOR RENT: 2 BR, 1.5 BA on
Wausau's south west side.
$850/month. In cludes 1-car
garage & laun dry hook-ups.
No smok ing. 715-848-1021

CAV A LIER POO DLE PUPS Shots
wormed vet ck’d M-275 F-300 Pics
avail able have both par ents 715-
669-3607

CORGI PUP (PAR ENTS REG.)
Vet checked Shots/Wormed well
so cial ized with kids. $600
Shawano 715-758-6282

TOM A HAWK- For rent soon, 3 BD
home lo cated be tween Sara &
Bradley Parks. 3-sea son porch
front & rear, W/D hookups, new
floor ing. Rent & se cu rity $850
each, water/sewer & garbage incl.
NO PETS. 715-612-0357

For Sale: AKC Labrador Re triever
pup pies w/pa pers. Cream-col ored,
3 males, 1 fe male. Vet checked,
de-wormed, 1st shots. D/O/B
8/3/24. Ready for home $550 ea.
Text or call 715-574-0116

5.5 ACRE HORSE HOBBY FARM.
Newer 2 story house 36x100 Barn
w/Horse Stall’s 30x50 Barn for
stor age 715-823-3052

German Shepherd mix
puppies: Good tem pera ment,
par ents on site, have Ger man
shep herd char ac ter is tics, 3/4
Ger man shep herd, $100. Need
to find them good homes!
Please call 715-445-1636

CRAN DON WI. (For est County)
10 acres on a town road, power
Land Con tract Avail, $89,000. Also
36 Acre Ac tive gravel pit. For Sale
Boul der&Stone 715-493-6121

Mini Gold en doo dle Pups For Sale!
Cute and small Will only be 15lbs
$895 715-409-0533

MINI GOLD EN DOO DLE PUPS
Shots wormed vet checked. Can
de liver $700 715-255-2661
(#269146)

FOR SALE: DIXIE LUNCH
RESTAU RANT & Fifth Av enue
Sup per Club at Antigo, WI. Old est
run ning cafe in the State of Wis -
con sin. Ex cel lent gross busi ness &
fi nan cials. $250,000.00. NOLAN
SALES LLC, Mar ion, WI - 715-
754-5221 or 800-472-0290. www. 
nolansales. com

POMERAN IAN – MINI – AUS -
TRALIAN SHEP CROSS PUPS 1-
M $250 1-F $300 DOB 5-9 715-
823-3052

POMERA NI ANS APRI REG IS -
TERED Vet chk, shots, DEW $400
CUTE, FRIENDLY 715-654-5149

BUY ING SAL VAGE MO TOR CY -
CLES-ATVS-WA TER CRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

PURE BRED BEA GLE PUP PIES.
Shots/wormed, $500 Born June
15, Ready Now 715-680-0140 or
715-257-9316

REG PUG PUP PIES Dew Shots
Vet ch’d de-wormed $1,000 715-
536-0697 or 715-316-2520
(#524892)

47TH AN NUAL AUTO PARTS
SWAP MEET & CAR SHOW Sept
27-28, Jef fer son County Fair Park,
Jef fer son WI. 2 Day SWAP
MEET/CAR COR RAL/CAR SHOW
ADM $15 NO Pets Fri 8-4pm, Sat.
6-4pm 608-244-8416 madis on -
clas sics.com

STAN DARD POO DLE PUPS.
Shots Vet ck’d. Wormed. $500
Can de liver 715-255-2661
(#269146)

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty
Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Dec. 10th Vac. Pak.
Incl. Pro cess ing $6.50lb. 715-250-
2793

Jerry's Paint ing & Stain ing:
Any ex te rior paint ing/stain ing job.

Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,

Cab ins, Homes.
Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

CHICKEN! Pas tured Non-GNO
$4.50 lb. whole process ready
Sept. 715-470-0458

Deer Creek Log ging:  If you have
tim ber that needs har vest ing give
us a try. Good prices paid for
Bass wood 7" and up. Can log with
horses. Call 715-560-5840

WANTED:OLD SIGNS,
ADVERTISING CLOCKS, AUTO
DEALER & GAS STATION
ITEMS: Cash paid for ad ver tis ing
items! Look ing for Soda Signs,
Beer Signs, Car dealer items and
signs, neon signs. Large or small,
any con di tion. Please call Matt
920-915-1592

Kit tens for sale: Tame, tri-color,
striped or balck & white. One long
hair. Three fe males, one male. $15
ea. 715-257-7143

ACA REG. PEM BROKE WELSH
CORGI PUP PIES. DEW 1st shots
ready to go mom friendly $500.
715-758-6111

AKC GOLDEN RE TRIEVER PUP.
Born 7/9, Shots, Wormed, Vet ck’d
$500 715-644-5726 or
Lan der ingler@ abcmailbox. net

AKC KING CHARLES CAV A LIER
SPANIEL PUP PIES Dew Shots
Vet ch’d de-wormed $1,000 715-
536-0697 or 715-316-2520
(#524892)

SEAL POINT SIAMESE KIT TENS.
Born 8/31/24 and 9/9/24. M $50 F
$60. 715-644-8077s

AKC BOXER PUPS Fawn &
Brindle color shots/wormed fam ily
raised no Sun calls $850 715-644-
2440

AKC GOLDEN RE TRIEVER
PUPS. Shots Vet ck’d. Wormed.
$700 Can de liver 715-255-2661
(#269146)

AUSSIE DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$700-$900 715-255-2661
(#269146)

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

AKC Ger man Shep erd Pups
DOB July $200 very nice shots
call 715-304-1097

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment

Ser vic ing all brands.
Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

BOW/GUN: SW shield 1.0 9mm
with hol ster $400 Math ews switch -
back, over $300 ex tras $400 Jim
715-499-1410

For Sale: Green Goose Down
Sleep ing Bag. Good con di tion
$20. 715-218-6438
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LINCOLN CO. SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD: SEPT. 
16-22, 2024 
On 9-18-24 deputies were sent 
to the area of Hillside Dr. west 
of Champagne Dr. in the Town 
of Merrill for a one motorcycle 
crash with injuries. When 
deputies arrived on scene, 
the motorcycle operator and 
only passenger was located 
with significant injuries. In 
speaking with the driver, a 
52-year-old man from Merrill, 
the deputies noticed signs 
of impairment. The driver 
indicated he knew he shouldn’t 
be driving, and that he lost 
control of the bike on a curve. 
Due to the subject’s injuries, 
the deputies were unable to 
ask him to do sobriety tests. 
The driver was arrested for a 
third offense of OWI. The driver 
was transported by ground 
ambulance to Aspirus Wausau 
Hospital. Due to his injuries, he 
was released to a responsible 
party.     
On 9/22/2024 a deputy 
responded to STH 86 in 
the Town of Bradley for a 
reported crash with injuries. 
The reporting party stated 
that the driver had told them 
that he crashed the night 
before and sat in the vehicle 
for several hours before he 
was discovered. The deputy 
made contact with the driver, 
a 26-year-old man from 
Milwaukee, who stated he 
was at a family property in 
Price County the night before 
where he stated he did have 
an alcoholic beverage. The 
man indicated he didn’t know 
why he was traveling in the 
area that he was and that he 
didn’t remember the crash. 
According to the deputy, 
it appeared as though the 
subject gradually drifted off the 
road and crashed. The driver 
was transported to Aspirus 
Tomahawk Hospital. 
Deputies also conducted 80 
traffic stops, performed 21 
security checks, responded 
to 19 driving complaints, and 
responded to 7 car vs. deer 
crashes and 2 car vs. bear 
crashes. The 911 Dispatch 
Center took 2 hang-up calls 
and 14 nuisance calls.

|REPORTS|

Check
Us Out
Online!

merrillfotonews.com



SOLICITATION OF BIDS

The heirs of the estate of Ardis Nau herewith solicit
bids for the purchase of the residence located at
W5476 Zastrow Lane in the Town of Merrill, Lincoln
County, Wisconsin. This home is located on a large
one (1) acre lot. This 1968 square foot 3 bedroom,
1 1/2 bath ranch home features a separate family
room with a fireplace and a half bath with laundry
on the main floor. There is an attached two (2) car
garage. Recent improvements include new roof,
siding and windows in 2012, and new furnace and
water heater in 2022. The real estate taxes are
substantially less than the taxes assessed by the
City of Merrill.
The premises may be inspected on Saturday,
October 5th from 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
The premises and improvements are being sold

in an AS lS condition without any warranties or
representations of any nature whatsoever. All
bidders are encouraged to thoroughly inspect
the premises and may make their bid contingent
upon an inspection. Title to the premises shall be
conveyed by warranty deed except restrictions,
reservations, easements, agreements, covenants
and rights-of-way of record.
The heirs reserve the right to reject any and all bids
or to accept any bid they deem most satisfactory in
their sole discretion. Terms of sale. $2,500 within
seven (7) days of notification of acceptance of bid
and balance of bid price in cash at time of closing,
with closing to be within thirty (30) days of notification
of acceptance of bid. All bids shall be sealed in an
envelope marked “Nau Estate House Bid” and sent
by first class mail to Attorney Craig J. Nienow, N5041
County Road JJ, Irma, WI 54442.
Bids will be examined on the 15th day of
October, 2024. The successful bidder, if any, will
be notified on or before the 22nd day of October,
2024.

415577

HELPING YOU MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE!

921 E. Main St., Merrill

www.riversbendrealtygroupllc.com
Tina 715-297-6912

tina.riversbendrealty@gmail.com

41
60

63

Open House
Monday, September 30th

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
W7264 Straight Pine Rd -
Brand New 2 bedroom home sitting on
a private lot, near boat landing. Cherry
cabinets in the kitchen with easy
close drawers, vinyl planking flooring
throughout, in floor heat and more.

415201
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inducted into the Diamond 
M Club, having first lettered 
in 1949:  Tom Young.

Silver M history
Merrill’s Silver M Club 

began 80 years ago in 1944. 
The founders wanted it 
to be more than “a mere 
social club or organization” 
for former MHS football 
players, but rather an 
organization “to support 
and encourage MHS 
football.”

Silver M Club founders 
noted their experiences 
playing for the MHS Varsity 
Football Team “to be a key 
part of  their development as 
men.”

“Team work, hard work, 
long hours of  practice, 
winning and losing games, 
understanding that each 
member of  the team had 
something to contribute 
and each member was 
dependant on the other to 
do their job carried over 
from football to life itself,” 
the Silver M website notes. 
“Knowing the value of  

football in their life, our 
founders wanted to play a 
role in supporting football 
at Merrill High.”

Over these many years, 
hundreds of  men have 
been inducted into the 
membership of  the Silver 
M Club and have gone 
on to support the Merrill 
Bluejays Football Program. 
The Club has provided 
equipment to the Varsity, 
JV, and JV2 Freshman 
programs, and in 2023, they 
purchased football jerseys 
for the Prairie River Middle 
School program. The Club 
holds a number of  annual 
fundraisers to enable their 
ongoing support of  the 
football programs. 

Silver M members have 
a float in the Homecoming 
Parade, and all Silver M 
members are welcome to 
ride on the float. And the 
Silver M Club holds an 
annual Brat Sale/Tailgate 
Party and Raffle before 
the Homecoming Football 
Game, beginning at 11 a.m. 
in the MHS parking lot near 
Jay Stadium.

35th Annual 
Scholarship Golf 
Classic & Get-

Together
The Silver M Club will 

also hold their annual 
Scholarship Golf  Classic on 
Friday, Sept. 27, beginning 
at 11 a.m. at the Merrill 
Public Golf  Course. This 
event provides both a social 
opportunity for Silver 
M Club members and a 
chance to raise funds for 
the annnual Silver M Club 
Memorial Scholarships 
awarded by the Club. 

In 2024, four Seniors 
graduating from MHS were 
awarded such scholarships:  

• Erik Mann received 
a $2,500 scholarship in 
memory of  Mark Weix, Sr. 
‘55

• Ethan Ravn received 
a $2,500 scholarship in 
memory of  Harry Dahm ‘42

• Thomas Troyer received 
a $2,500 scholarship in 
memory of  Leroy Dahm ‘39

• Brody Lange received 
a $1,000 scholarship 
in memory of  Arnold 
Krombholz ‘38 (The funds 
for this particular annual 
scholarship are provided 
by a gift/endowment from 
Alan and Ruth Krombholz 
which began in 2014.)

Since 1984, the Silver M 
Club has awarded more than 
$140,000 in scholarships to 
more than 90 graduating 
MHS football players. 
Scholarship recipients are 
selected by the Silver M 
Scholarship Committee on 
the basis of  the student’s 
academic performance, 
high school activities, 
community service, work 
experience, and a written 
essay submitted with their 
application.

At 6 p.m. the Silver M’ers 
will have their annual “Get-
Together” at the Merrill 
Golf  Course to socialize, 
with refreshments, hors 
d’oeuvres, and live music.

Silver M Club bricks
In recent years, the 

Silver M Club has also 
coordinated a program to 
honor Silver M members 
with commemorative bricks 
for their members, the first 
installation of  which has 

already been completed at 
Jay Stadium. (Look down 
when you’re at the stadium 
to see the names of  those 
already honored with this 
permanent tribute.) Anyone 
can sponsor a brick (or 
bricks) to honor a current 
or past Silver M member. 
The cost is a minimum 
of  $20 per brick, and the 
Club’s ultimate goal is to 
place a brick at the stadium 
for every person who has 
ever been a Silver M Club 
member. Contact Tom 
Barker at Tom.barker120@
yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Annual Meeting and 
Banquet

This year’s Annual Silver 
M Club Meeting will be held 
following the Homecoming 
Game, beginning promptly 
at 5 p.m. this Saturday, 
Sept. 28, at Les & Jim’s 
Lincoln Lanes in Merrill. 
New officers and Board 
members will be elected and 
installed. The meeting is 
followed by the 80th Annual 
Silver M Reunion Banquet 
with cocktails and dinner 
where current Silver M 
Club President David Pyan 
will give the introduction, 
followed by the invocation 
given by Bill Osterbrink. 
Deceased members of  the 
Club will be honored with 
a candle-lighting ceremony, 
and Merrill High School 
Head Football Coach Jason 
Wadzinski will speak about 
the current program. All 
new Silver, Golden, and 
Diamond members of  
the Club will be formally 
inducted and pinned at the 
banquet. 

REUNION 
from page 1

Tom Young, the 2024 Silver M Club Diamond inductee is highlighted in this photo of the 1949 
MHS Football Team.

The 1974 MHS Football Team. Pictured are many of the 2024 Golden M inductees.

The 1999 MHS Football Team. Pictured are many of the 2024 Silver M inductees.

Health Department offers no charge flu and Tdap vaccines for Lincoln County students
Lincoln County Health Department 

(LCHD) will be holding fall 2024 vaccine 
clinics for Lincoln County students in 4K 
through 12th grade to provide the flu and 
Tdap vaccines at no charge.

An annual flu shot is one of  the best ways 
to prevent the flu and is recommended for 
everyone six months and older, according 
to the LCHD, and the Tdap vaccine protects 
against tetanus, diphtheria, and whooping 
cough (pertussis).

Vaccine clinics for Lincoln County 
students are scheduled as follows:

• Merrill High School Student Vaccine 
Clinic, October 15

• Prairie River Middle School Student 
Vaccine Clinic, October 22

• Youth Vaccine Clinic, Oct. 23, from 3-6 
p.m. at the LCHD for children age 18 and 
younger who don’t have insurance or are 
enrolled in or eligible for Medicaid. (This 
includes BadgerCare, ForwardHealth or 
any medical assistance.) (All routine child 
vaccines as well as flu vaccine will be 
available at no cost at this clinic.) 

• Tomahawk School District Student 
Vaccine Clinic, October 31

• Lincoln County Student Vaccine Clinic, 
November 6, 3-6 p.m., at the LCHD - for any 
student enrolled in 4K, elementary, and 

private schools in Lincoln County. 
The above schedule is dependent on 

flu vaccine availability, the LCHD noted. 
Any changes in the schedule will be 
communicated to parent(s)/guardian(s).

LCHD has flu shots and flu nasal mist 
available for students. Pre-registration 
is required for all clinics and must be 
completed a week prior to the clinic. No walk-
ins will be accepted. Pre-register at https://
bit.ly/LincolnStudentVaccineClinics. By 
completing the pre-registration form, 
parent(s)/guardian(s) are giving consent 
to LCHD to vaccinate their child with the 
flu and/or Tdap vaccine while at school. 

Parent(s)/guardian(s) do not need to be 
present.

The LCHD reminds parents to have their 
child dress appropriately so their upper arm 
is easily accessible the day of  clinic.

For more information, contact LCHD 
at 715.536.0307 or LCHealth@co.lincoln.
wi.us. If  your child receives a flu and/
or Tdap vaccine prior to their scheduled 
clinic, please call LCHD to cancel their 
appointment.

For more information about LCHD 
and its programs and services, visit 
lincolncountyhealthdepartment.com or 
follow them on Facebook. 

AUCTION

REAL ESTATE
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The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Football (Varsity, JV, and JV2)
Sat. Sept. 28 Lakeland Union (Varsity) Home 1:30 pm
Mon. Sept. 30 Lakeland Union (JV) Away 5:30 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Wausau East (JV2) Home 5:30 pm

Cheer Team (Varsity & JV)
Sat. Sept. 28 Lakeland Union (Varsity & JV) Home 1:30 pm

Girls Swim & Dive (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Sept. 26 Stevens Point (Varsity & JV) Away 5:30 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity & JV) Away 5:30 pm

Girls Tennis (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Sept. 26 Wausau West (Varsity & JV) Home 4:00 pm
Sat. Sept. 28 Wausau West (JV) Away 9:00 am
Tues. Oct. 1 Lakeland Union (Varsity) Away 4:30 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 9:00 am

Girls Volleyball (Varsity, JV, and JV2)
Thurs. Sept. 26 Marshfield (JV & JV2) Home 5:30 pm
Thurs. Sept. 26 Marshfield (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Tues. Oct. 1 Eau Claire North (JV & JV2) Away 5:30 pm
Tues. Oct. 1 Eau Claire North (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Wausau East (JV & JV2) Away 5:30 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Wausau East (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Boys Soccer (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Sept. 26 WI Rapids Lincoln (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs. Sept. 26 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Girls Cross Country (Varsity and JV)
Tues. Oct. 1 Multiple Schools (Varsity & JV) Home 4:45 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Medford-Invite (Varsity) Away 4:00 pm

Boys Cross Country (Varsity and JV)
Tues. Oct. 1 Multiple Schools (Varsity & JV) Home 4:45 pm
Thurs. Oct. 3 Medford-Invite (Varsity) Away 5:00 pm
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resolution that would have placed a binding 
referendum related to Pine Crest funding on 
November ballots. 

Under the proposed resolution, if  it had 
been approved by voters, Lincoln County 
would have been allowed to exceed levy 
limits by $5 million each year from 2025 
to 2029 to fund operations, maintenance, 
repairs, updates, and debt service at Pine 
Crest. Several proposed amendments 
to lower the asking amount were voted 
down before the resolution was ultimately 
rejected. 

The $5 million annual levy would have 
had an estimated $186 tax impact per 
$100,000 of  the assessed value of  private 
property, according to the resolution. 

The Board also rejected a proposed Pine 
Crest funding referendum resolution in 
2023.

Prior to the Board’s vote last week, 
numerous individuals utilized the meeting’s 
public comment period to speak in favor of  
the County’s continued ownership of  the 
facility. One individual voiced their support 
for a potential sale.

Supervisors discussed Pine Crest for 
about a third of  the roughly three-hour 
meeting. District 22 Supervisor Greg 
Hartwig noted that he had been contacted 
by constituents urging a sale of  Pine Crest, 

while District 9 Supervisor Christine 
Vorpagel said she heard from constituents 
who both supported and opposed a potential 
sale.

After discussion, the Board approved the 
resolution by a 14-8 vote.

Voting in favor were Hartwig, District 2 
Supervisor Lori Anderson-Malm, District 
5 Supervisor Andrew Zelinski, District 8 
Supervisor Laurie Thiel, Board Chair and 
District 10 Supervisor Jesse Boyd, District 11 
Supervisor Randy Detert, Board Vice-Chair 
and District 12 Supervisor Julie DePasse, 
District 14 Supervisor Marguerite Lyskawa, 
District 15 Supervisor Marty Lemke, 
District 16 Supervisor Dana Miller, District 
17 Supervisor James Meunier, District 
18 Supervisor Ken Wickham, District 20 
Supervisor Angela Cummings, and District 
21 Supervisor Eugene Simon.

Voting against were Dunphy, Vorpagel, 
District 1 Supervisor William Bialecki, 
District 3 Supervisor Elizabeth McCrank, 
District 4 Supervisor Derek Woellner, 
District 6 Supervisor Norbert Ashbeck, 
District 13 Supervisor Alan Bishop, and 
District 19 Supervisor Joseph Dorava.

No specific timeline regarding a potential 
sale of  Pine Crest was provided during the 
meeting. A potential sale would be voted on 
by the Board.

PINE CREST from page 1

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, the Merrill 
Girls Varsity Tennis Team hosted the DC 
Everest Girls in a Conference tennis match 
at Merrill High School. “I am so proud of  the 
girls and how they played,” said Elizabeth 
Thiel, Merrill’s Head Coach. “Emily Frahm 
(1 Singles), Claire Hintz (3 Singles), and 
Greta Peterson (4 Singles) all won their first 
Conference matches of  the season, earning 
us six points in our Conference, which is a 
four-point increase over last year’s total.”

“Every day, I tell the girls to keep their 
chin up and to stay positive,” she said. 

“Even though sometimes our scores don’t 
reflect it, Coach Wilde and I have seen vast 
improvement every time they step out onto 
the tennis court - in both their skills and 
their confidence in themselves.”

“The girls work extremely hard in 
practice, and tonight, it definitely showed,” 
Thiel said.

1 Singles - Merrill’s Emily Frahm vs. DC 
Everest Mila Bublik, 6-2, 6-0, Merrill win

2 Singles - Merrill’s Sarah Rell vs. DC 
Everest Brooklyn Costa, 2-6, 2-6, DC Everest 
win

3 Singles - Merrill’s Claire Hintz vs. DC 
Everest Ruth Xiong, 6-2, 6-4, Merrill win

4 Singles - Merrill’s Greta Peterson vs. 

DC Everest Holly Hahn, 6-4, 6-1, Merrill win
1 Doubles - Merrill’s Jenna Malluege/

Korina Kraegenbrink vs. DC Everest Emily 
Ringwelski/Qiarie Burns, 0-6, 3-6, DC 
Everest win

2 Doubles - Merrill’s Grace Hoock/
Johanna Dahlke vs. DC Everest Izabel 
Lezcano/Kali Rutta, 4-6, 0-6, DC Everest win

3 Doubles - Merrill’s Parker Wagenaar/
Rose Dornbrack vs. DC Everest Brynn 
Kampmann/Shela Lee, 0-6, 1-6, DC Everest 
win

Box Score
Singles: DC Everest 1 @ Merrill 3
Doubles: DC Everest 3 @ Merrill 0
Meet:  DC Everest 4 @ Merrill 3

Merrill Girls Tennis Team outscores Everest in Singles 
competition, takes a loss in Doubles

Junior Jenna Malluege concentrates on the serve.
 

Number 3 doubles team Parker Wagenaar (left) and Rose Dornbrack work together. 
 Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photos.

Senior Sarah Rell swings to return the ball.Sophomore Greta Peterson keeps track of the ball.
 

Junior Rose Dornbrack gets ready to lob the ball back over the net in her Doubles match.



Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.
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Brooklyn Harding

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Brooklyn Harding, a Junior at Merrill High School, has been named Athlete of the Week for the week
of Sept. 26, 2024. Brooklyn plays right side for the Merrill Girls Varsity Volleyball Team; this is her first
year on Varsity. She played on JV2 as a Freshman and on JV as a Sophomore. Brooklyn started playing
volleyball in sixth grade, playing for the Junior Jays in both sixth and seventh grades, then played for
the Prairie River Middle School team in eighth grade.
At school, Brooklyn’s favorite subject is English, and in her free time, she enjoys reading, going to
Crumble Cookie in Wausau with friends, playing Dress to Impress on Roblox with friends, and playing
with her one-year-old little brother.
She has a part-time job as a hospitality assistant at Pine Crest Nursing Home, where she has worked
since January. She enjoys the work, where she helps with laundry and snacks, passes out trays, and
spends time with the residents.
The daughter of Shelby Webster and Kyle Harding of Merrill, Brooklyn has a 2.9 GPA and wants to be an
ultrasound technician. She has not yet decided where she will pursue her post-high school education
to achieve this career goal.
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On Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, the Merrill 
Girls Volleyball Team played against the 
Shawano Community Girls in a home game 
in the Merrill High School Field House, 
taking a loss in all three sets. 

“As you can see from our scores, our 
Shawano match was quick,” said Merrill 
Varsity Girls Volleyball Head Coach Kasie 
Holt. “It seemed as if  the first two sets, 
nothing fell our way.”

“Serving for both teams was pretty 
equally matched,” she said, “but we really 
struggled to get our offense going.”

“Shawano’s hitting percentage for 
the night was .361, while ours was in the 
negative with -.011, which means we were 
making more errors than we were scoring 
points.”

“Even though as a team our offense 
struggled, I’m really proud of  Kaela 

Clearveaux and Grace Hoff as they hit 
.667 and .429 respectively, making very 
few errors at the net,” Holt said. “Kaela 
and Grace both started to change the 
momentum of  the game, and I truly thought 
that we were going to take the third set and 
force a fourth set. Unfortunately, we just 
couldn’t finish it.” 

Box Score
Shawano 3 @ Merrill 0
(25-11, 25-11, 25-19)

On Thursday, the Merrill Girls traveled 
to Wisconsin Rapids where the Lady Jays 
beat the Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln Red 
Raiders in an exciting Conference match-
up that came down to the fifth set to declare 
the match winner.

“This game was the complete opposite of  
Tuesday night, as we kept our fans in the 
stands for a full five-set match,” Holt said. 
“Coming off a three-loss streak, we really 
needed a win.”

“The first set was a great way to start,” 
she said. The Bluejays kicked it off with a 
25-10 win in that set.

“After that, Rapids clearly started to 
come together,” Holt said. “It was almost 
like they put out a different team.” The 
second set was a tight 26-24 win for 
Wisconsin Rapids.

The third set was another tight game, 
with Rapids taking the win 25-23. But in the 
fourth set, it was Merrill’s turn to come out 
ahead, and the Merrill Girls claimed a 25-18 
victory, keeping the teams on the court for 
a fifth set to break the tie, and in the end, 
the Lady Jays scored the exciting 15-11 win 
for Merrill.

“Rapids was extremely scrappy; the girls 
played some of  the longest volleys we’ve 
had all season,” Holt said. “They were 
communicating well and trusting each 
other in the back row; Ava Detert picked up 
24 digs and Kendell Klug had 21. Overall, 
our entire back row was all over the place, 

making some really amazing plays. If  the 
ball landed on our side, it was not without 
multiple girls chasing it down.”

“Because our defense was working 
like a well oiled machine, our offense was 
able to start having some fun of  their 
own, including Kendell Klug with three 
successful back row attacks,” she said.

“Along with Kendell, Grace Hoff and Bre 
Raasch led us in kills for the evening,” Holt 
said. “Our serving was also on point with 
Gabby Wheeler, Kaela Clearveaux, and 
Grace Hoff serving 3-4 aces apiece.”

“Again, this was a win we really needed,” 
she said. “Even when we were losing at 
times, our energy was rarely down. The 
girls believed in themselves and they were 
having fun.”

“I am very proud of  how they played and 
how they never gave up!” Holt said.

Box Score
Merrill 3 @ Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln 2
(25-10, 24-26, 23-25, 25-18, 15-11)

Merrill Girls suffer a Volleyball loss to Shawano but 
celebrate an exciting win against Wisconsin Rapids

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Varsity Football Team took to the road last 
Friday night, Sept. 20, 2024, heading to Antigo via Hwy. 64 
to take back the trophy in the ongoing “War on 64” rivalry 
between the Bluejays and the Red Robins ... and “The war 
on 64 trophy is back in Merrill,” said Merrill Varsity Head 
Football Coach Jason Wadzinski.

The Bluejays completed an absolute shutout game 
against the Red Robins! Final score:  Merrill Bluejays 
31-Antigo Red Robins 0.

The key to the win? “We executed the defensive game 
plan of  disguising things to create havoc resulting in 
takeaways,” he said. 

“The defensive unit caused five turnovers giving the ball 
back to the offensive group,” Wadzinski said.

“On the ground Friday night our line did a great job of  
staying engaged to create running lanes. Callum Wheeler 
put up 226 yards rushing with 3 touchdowns, including an 
84 yarder. It was a great energy and atmosphere Friday 
night.”

Merrill scored two touchdowns in the first quarter, 
including that 84-yard run, ending the first quarter with a 
score of  13-0. The first kick was good, but the second was 
a no-go. The second quarter remained scoreless for both 
teams, but in the third quarter, Merrill scored two more 
touchdowns, including one on a 58-yard pass. And in the 
fourth quarter, Merrill added insult to Antigo’s injury with 

a fifth touchdown and a two-point conversion to wrap up 
the game and their shutout victory. 

Box Score
Merrill 31 @ Antigo 0

And now ... “We’re on to Homecoming Week!” Wadzinski 
said.

Merrill will play Lakeland this Saturday afternoon in the 
Homecoming Football Game at 1:30 p.m. at Jay Stadium, 
but come early right after the Homecoming Parade to get 
great seats, buy a brat from the Silver M Brat Sale and 
Tailgating Party, and pay tribute to this year’s inductees 
into the Silver M Club. Don’t forget to wear blue and white 
and plan to cheer for the home team. Go Bluejays!

Merrill beats Antigo to take back the trophy in the “War on 64!”
Varsity Football Team heads into Homecoming Week in high spirits

Left Photo: Ava Detert (#11) and Miley Krueger (#4) are on the court while their teammates and coaches watch from the sidelines. Right Photo: Grace Hoff (#13), Bre Raasch (#14), and Maddie 
Robbins (#1) take defensive positions.  Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photos.

Maddie Robbins jumps to return the ball during the game 
against Shawano.
 Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com


