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Everett Baumann (4 years old) at Rondele Ranch Saturday for
the Red White and Boom party is a picture of patriotism. His
parents are Jordan and Emily (Schmidt) Baumann, who are
originally from Merrill. Everett’s grandparents live in Gleason

and Merrill. Submitted photo.
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“I have been advertising with the Merrill Foto News
and their many other publications for the past

20 years. The response has been fantastic, bringing
in new customers from all over Wisconsin!
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them. You won'’t be disappointed.” ~ Augie
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Youth counselor dies after being
attacked at Lincoln Hills School

Second counselor injured, two youth charged with Felony Murder

E

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Two youth counselors
were attacked at Lincoln
Hills School in Irma
Monday night, June 24,
2024, and one counselor
has now died from injuries
sustained in the attack.
Corey Proulx, age 49, was
pronounced deceased at
3:39 p.m. on Tuesday, June
25. He was declared brain
dead and the family donated
his organs to extend the gift
of life to others. “There
were brain injuries that
were incompatible with life
sustained,” said Lincoln
County Coroner Valerie
Caylor. An autopsy will
be completed after organ
donation, she said.

According to the Lincoln

County Sheriff’s Office
(LCSO0), the Lincoln
County 911 Dispatch

Center received a call
from Lincoln Hills School

staff at approximately
7:47 pm. indicating a
student had assaulted

two staff members and
one of the staff members
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Flags throughout Wisconsin flew at half mast on June 27, 2024,
in memory of Corey Proulx, the youth counselor killed in the

attack at Lincoln Hills School in Irma.

had collapsed. On-site,
the emergency response
team went into action and
performed CPR on Proulx
until law enforcement and

Tina L. Scott photo.

medical first responders
arrived, a source said. He
was then airlifted to Aspirus
Wausau Hospital due to
critical injuries. He never

regained consciousness.

A 25-year-old unidentified
female staff member was
also transported to Aspirus
Merrill Hospital where she
was treated and released
and is expected to make
a full recovery, the LCSO
said.

A June 25 press release

from the Wisconsin
Department of Corrections
(DOC) said, “One staff

member was assaulted in
the residence hall when
the youth returned from
outdoor recreation. The
youth shortly thereafter
encountered and assaulted
a second staff member,
causing the staff member
to hit their head on the
concrete.”

It also confirmed: “The
16-year-old youth who was
involved did not have any
injuries requiring medical
treatment.”

“Lincoln Hills School
is currently operating
normally though some
youth were moved to

See LINCOLN
HILLS page 5

Dunphy sues Lincoln County to try to
stop sale of Pine Crest Nursing Home

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On May 16, 2024, Donald
Dunphy, District 7 Lincoln
County Supervisor (elected
in April of this year),
filed a lawsuit against
Lincoln County seeking
an injunction to halt the
sale of Pine Crest Nursing
Home that was at that
time set to close the end of
June. Earlier this month,
on June 18, the Lincoln
County Board approved a
resolution moving the Pine
Crest sale closing date from
June 30 to Sept. 30 of this
year for logistical reasons.
Dunphy said his lawsuit
against the County is not
related to Lincoln County‘s
decision to extend the

the Court for a judgment
“forbidding Lincoln County
and any of its officers from
signing a deed transferring
the subject properties to the
buyer,” the return of the
earnest money to the buyer,
and “an order declaring the
Asset Purchase Agreement
null and void.”

“I was opposed to the
decision to sell Pine Crest
from the  Dbeginning,”
Dunphy said in a recent
interview. “When I ran for
[Lincoln] County Board,
I told everyone I talked to
that I would do my best to
reverse that decision. The
lawsuit is my vehicle to
keep Pine Crest from being
sold. My goal is to have
the court declare the sales
contract null and void.”

practices set forth in a
previously created Lincoln
County resolution detailing
the best practices to be
followed for selling high
value property, and that
by failing to do so, this
resulted in the County
signing an agreement to
sell Pine Crest Nursing
Home and the Health and
Social Services building for
less than they are worth.
He also alleged the Lincoln
County Code of Ordinances
“vests jurisdiction” of the
subject properties in the
Lincoln County Board’s

Forestry Committee.
Lincoln County
Corporation Counsel

Kerry Johnson responded
to the allegations in the
Complaint with a written

provided “suggestions
and recommendations
for the sale of certain
high value property,”
however, “the County
Board was not required to
follow such suggestions
or recommendations.”
Johnson’s Answer
denied the allegation
that the Board’s Forestry
Committee has jurisdiction
over the sale.

Dunphy further alleged
that “a substantial
consideration in the
County’s decision to sell
Pine Crest wasthe operating
deficit experienced by
the nursing home in the
years prior to 2023.” And
“that an increase to the
Medicaid reimbursement
rate paid to public nursing

closing date for the sale of The basis for Dunphy’s Answer filed with the court homes eliminated Pine
Pine Crest. ‘ lawsuit are his allegations on June 13. In that response,
In the Complaint filed that Lincoln County had she said the previously See DUNPHY
May 16, Dunphy asked fajled to follow the best passed resolution page 3
LOOK FOR FALL/WINTER 2024
Ad Reservation:
July 31
» p Publish:
August 28

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
% ! i ‘
s
. F
.
s
\
\
\
PN \
.- N \
. \ '
»2 ' ]
” 1 .
. 1 ’ L
’ /
! . LT

COMING SOON TO
RACKS NEAR YOU!

If you would like to be

part of this publication,
Contact Jennifer Gartmann
at 715-218-1644 or
jgartmann@mmclocal.com

369350




Page 2

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Thursday, July 4, 2024

Art’s Popcorn Wagon returns to downtown

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Art’s Popcorn Wagon
has returned to downtown
Merrill and will move
around Merrill for various
special events, selling fresh
popcorn along with candy
apples and rope licorice, the
same treats Art’s Popcorn
Wagon sold years and
years ago. Back then this
particular popcorn wagon
was primarily located at the
corner of East First and Mill
Streets near what is now
Ana Blair’s Boutique. Now
it’s back in action thanks
to the Lokemoen brothers
(Pete, Dick, and Jim),
Michael “Gus” Caylor, Mike
Janssen, and Alix Clark.

The history of Art’s
Popcorn Wagons

According to local
Lokemoen historian,
Richard “Dick” Lokemoen,
his uncle Art Lokemoen
became the Merrill
popcorn man some 80 years

Art’s Popcorn Wagon many years ago was located on the corner of East First and Mill Streets.
Photo courtesy of Dick Lokemoen.

ago. “In the early 1940’s,
Art Lokemoen added a
popcorn machine to his
business called Grand
Avenue Billiards located
at 314 Grand Avenue on
Merrill’s West Side,” Dick
said. “A few years later he
purchased a turn of the
century C. Cretors horse
drawn popcorn wagon to
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operate on South Mill Street
north of the Citizens Bank.”

“With the success he had
operating this ‘wagon,” he
later decided to close the pool
hall and expand the popcorn
concession  business by
having his cabinet maker
cousin, Harry K. Johnson,
and Art’s neighbor, tinsmith
John Waldburger, construct
a more portable popcorn
wagon for use at City Band
concerts and the swimming
beach at Stange’s Park and
also baseball and football
games at Athletic Park.
Later he located it at the
corner of First and Mill
Streets where it is long
remembered being.”

“Desiring a larger
portable unit, Art added a
popcorn truck in about 1951
which he used extensively
for many years until it
was sold in 1963. The old
C. Cretors wagon was sold
in 1958 to a collector of
horse drawn wagons from
Chicago,” Dick said.

After Art opened another
new business, Art’s Sport

Shop, in 1959, “he retained
the popcorn truck but
sold the home built wagon
to Frank Zastrow whose
son, Dale, operated it for a
period before Dale’s parents
Esther and Frank Zastrow;
Esther’s sister, Margaret
Kopanski, and her husband,
Alex Kopanski, continued
the operation for many
years,” he said.

“My brothers and I
purchased the wagon in the
later 1980’s from Marvin and
Darlene Hinz in memory of
our Uncle Art,” Dick said.
“For most of last 30+ years it
resided at our family cottage
at Lake Pesobic.”

Restoration and a

return to service

Fast forward some 30
years or so, and Michael

“Gus” Caylor  started
making inquiries. He
remembers Art’s old

popcorn wagon being stored
on the Lokemoen property
at Lake Pesobic “and this
thing sat out there for years,
just at the end of the road,”

newly refurbished thanks to all their hard work.

Gus said. “And, you know,
here comes 4th of July,
they’d fire it up and make
some popcorn and then fill
it in for the neighborhood
kids.” So it was occasionally
used but not very regularly.
It got put into storage at
some point and Gus would
always tell the Lokemoen
brothers that if they ever
wanted to get rid of it, he
would love to get it and see
if he could put it back in
service. “I often told Jim
that I would take that off his
hands some day because as a
child we all were enchanted
by the ‘popcorn stand,”” Gus
said. “In the fall of 2023 he
took me up on my offer.”
One day just out of the blue
Gus got a call that if he still
wanted it, he could come
and get it.

“The time had come for
the wagon to have new
caretakers,” Dick said, “and
upon inquiry by Michael
‘Gus’ Caylor, the wagon was
donated by my two brothers,
Peter and Jim Lokemoen
and myself to use once again
for charitable functions in
our city.”

“The wagon was in dire
need of restoration,” Dick
said.

Left: Valerie Caylor prepares to take bags of freshly-popped popcorn over to Kindhearted Home
Care in Merrill as a treat. Gus just finished making the popcorn and bagging it. The popcorn
wagon first started out behind the Trophy Bar (Gus’s business) while he got it up and running.

Tina L. Scott photo.
Right: A woman and child cross the street in front of Art’s turn of the century C. Cretors horse
drawn popcorn wagon.

Photo courtesy of Dick Lokemoen.
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Tina L. Scott photo.

“I dropped it off at Mike
Janssen’s [Janssen Heating
& Cooling in Merrill],”
Gus said, He asked Mike to
mount two propane tanks
on the front of the cart,
because the popcorn maker
runs on propane. He didn’t
think it would take very
long.

But “He [Mike] never got
back to me, never got back
to me. So I finally went
over there,” Gus said, “And
Mike is the guy who likes to
restore things ... so he’s like,
you know what? I really
can’t let this go. I really want
to do more for it.”

“After looking it over, we
decided to do an overhaul
on the machine,” Mike said.
“We started with a list of
things to do and checked
them off as we went.”

Gus said it needed new
tires and the trailer it was
mounted on was rough and
the receiver where it hooked
onto the trailer hitch “was
shot.”

“We couldn’t tow it,” he
said. Gus figured they would
just move it to one place for
the summer and park it and
use it there. “But Mike said,
‘T got some ideas,” Gus said.
“And he had a brand new
trailer sitting there that he
had picked up and he’s like,
ah, that’ll work just fine.”

Mike’s  granddaughter,
Alix Clark, who also works
at the shop, got involved
in the project and together
they mounted the popcorn
stand on the new trailer,
cleaned everything top to
bottom, put in a new floor,
and repainted the entire
thing, and, of course,
mounted the propane tanks.

“It was not in the best

shape,” Alix said. “You
could tell it was a little run
down.”

“Then once we did one
thing, we kind of just
needed to do the other thing,
because otherwise it didn’t
look finished to us,” she
said.

Alix really took pride in
the project, Gus said.

“The other guys at the
shop, my dad - Jimmy Clark,
and then also his other
daughter’s fiance, Brandon
Graap, helped a little bit too
with stuff,” Alix said.

“This very extensive work
was carried out with all
labor and materials donated
by Mike Janssen of Janssen
Heating & Cooling of
Merrill,” Dick said. “Thank
you very much, Mike!”

Gus was also very
appreciative of their work.
“It’s a part of Merrill history
that’s being returned,” Gus
said. “If you saw this thing
sit at the end of Lake Pesobic
Road all those years, you
never would have figured
this would end up back alive
like it is, and it’s beautiful.”

“We’re glad to do it,” Mike

See POPCORN
page 4
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Gleason Heritage Days

Left: While the rain put a damper on some of the planned activities for Gleason Heritage Days, it was a great day to come together
as a community for a shared meal inside the Lions Club in Gleason. Right: One young man peruses all the sweets available for

purchase at the bake sale at Gleason Heritage Days.

Joseph Frederick photos.

DUNPHY
from page 1

Crest’s operating expense
deficits beginning in the
first quarter of 2023.” In
Johnson’s Answer, she
admitted the operating
deficit was a factor in the
decision to sell Pine Crest
but said the County Board
considered numerous
other factors in reaching
their decision, as well.
She denied the allegation
that the increase in the
Medicaid reimbursement
rate eliminated Pine
Crest’s operating expense
deficits beginning in first
quarter 2023 and that the
change in circumstances
as a result of the Medicaid
reimbursement rate were
ignored “because it was
focused on selling Pine
Crest to the exclusion of all
other considerations,” as
Dunphy had alleged in his
Complaint.

Dunphy made various
other allegations in his
Complaint  which  the
County denied in their
Answer, as well.

In their June 13 Answer,
the County also made a
motion to dismiss Dunphy’s
Complaint on  several
grounds, including that he
had failed to comply with
statutory Notice of Claim
requirements, had brought
a Certiorari Complaint
which is not permissible
for review of a resolution
passed by a County Board
of Supervisors, that the
Complaint is barred by the
statue of limitations, and
that the Complaint was
filed outside the time period

specified for Certiorari
actions, among  other
reasons.

A hearing date has not

yet been set on the motion
for dismissal.

On June 4, Dunphy also
filed an official Notice of
Motion and Motion for
Temporary Injunction
barring the sale of Pine
Crest Nursing Home.

Due to a conflict of
interest in having a Lincoln
County Judge handle this
matter, though it is required
tobefiled in Lincoln County,
in May Dunphy also filed
a Notice of Motion to have
the matter assigned to an
out-of-county judge, and
Judge LaMont K. Jacobson
of Marathon County was
assigned the case. Johnson
subsequently filed a request
for substitution of the
judge to be Scott M. Corbett
but that Application and
Order for Specific Judicial
Assignment was declined.

Dunphy’s proposed Order
for Temporary Injunction
was also declined at the
June 25 hearing last week.
According to Dunphy, it
was declined “because it
called for Judge Jacobson’s
signature.”

“I am waiting for a new
Judge to be assigned,” he
said.

No additional hearings
on the matter are currently
scheduled on the court
calendar.

Dunphy’s plan - if his
lawsuit succeeds
Dunphy alleges in his

filed Complaint “that an

increase to the Medicaid
reimbursement rate
paid to public nursing
homes eliminated Pine

Crest’s operating expense

deficits beginning in the

first quarter of 2023,”

and he recent alleged in

an interview that “Pine

Crest’s circumstances have

changed for the better.

Pine Crest ended 2023 in
the black and revenues
continue to exceed
operational expenses this
year. These two factors give
us some breathing room to
consider our options.”

However, Dunphy also
said, “If I succeed in
stopping the sale, I want
a referendum to be held
asking the voters if they are
willing to increase property
taxes by $2 million per year
for 10 years to keep Pine
Crest.”

In a somewhat
contradictory  statement,
he said: “The increased
revenue will ease the
property tax burden.”
However, a referendum

would also be put on
residents’ property tax
bills, so it would increase
the amount residents pay
for that 10-year period.

He also then suggests
that he would ask the
community to further
fund the nursing home’s
maintenance expenses.

“The biggest expense
involved in Kkeeping Pine
Crest is the deferred
maintenance needs of
about $12 million,” Dunphy
said. “These can and should
be addressed systematically
at a rate of $1 million per
year over the next 10-15
years. Some of the required
maintenance is more urgent
than the rest. We should
decide which need has the
most urgency and launch a
community-wide fund drive
do deal with it like we did
when the library addition
was built. This measure
may pay for some urgently
needed maintenance but,
if not, whatever donations
come in will help.”

“We can increase Pine
Crest revenues even more
if we implement an idea
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the Ad Hoc Committee
on Pine Crest identified
- converting one of Pine
Crest’s existing wings to a
dementia ward. There is a
demand for nursing home
beds of this type and the
conversion would require
little more than installing
a security door,” Dunphy
said. However, months
ago North Central Health
Care administrators and
proposed new owners,
Grant and Andrea Thayer,
have said this plan is
already in the works.

“It’s the democratic thing
to do,” Dunphy said of
holding a referendum.

“If the referendum fails,
we can put our nursing
home up for sale and you
will hear no complaints
from me,” he said.

Of course, such a
referendum would take
time to orchestrate and
if the referendum fails,
there is no guarantee the
current buyer would still
be interested in purchasing
Pine Crest in light of
such delays and expenses
already incurred in moving
forward toward a Sept. 30,
2024, closing date, and there
is no guarantee a broker
would be able to find a
new buyer that meets the
County’s requirements at
such time as that might
occur.
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Brent Bennish Schweigert,
age 33, of Gleason, passed
away unexpectedly on Tues-
day, June 25, 2024 at his home.
He was born on January 7,
1991 in Wausau, WI and was
the son to Guy Schweigert and
Barbara (Bennish) Albright.
Brent attended and graduated
from Merrill High School.
Brent was a fun-loving, caring
and giving man, that also had a
goofy side. He had a pure heart
and a kind soul. Brent was a
very intelligent person that
would enjoy learning and
trying new things. He was a
deep thinker and liked to experiment, especially if it meant
blowing things up! Brent’s passing leaves a lot of broken
hearts, but memories of him and his laughter will live on.
Brent leaves behind his mother: Barbara (Greg) Albright,
father: Guy (Sheryl) Schweigert, sons: Axel and Anton
Schweigert, daughter: Margaret Schweigert, sister: Alexis
Schweigert (Jay), step-grandparents: Gary (Vicky) Albright,
half-sister: Rhea (Myron) Oestreich, half-brothers: Kris
(Sarah) Bjarnason and Joel (Jody) Schweigert. He is further
survived by many cousins, aunts and uncles, as well as his
fur-baby, his cat, Paul. He was preceded in death by
his maternal grandparents: Margaret (Anton) Bennish and
paternal grandparents: Harry (Doris) Schweigert.

A Celebration of Life for Brent will be held at a later date.

Waid Funeral Home & Cremation Service of Merrill is
assisting the family with arrangements. Online condolences

are encouraged and may be made at www.waidfuneral.com.
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STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm

id-Wisconsin

Cremation Society

Direct Cremation

Complete
948 Grand Ave. Schofield

715-359-6488
HonorOne.com

4689

Will your family know
what you wanted?

We can help you record your wishes so
they won’t have to wonder. Call today.

WAID FUNERAL
AND CREMATION
SERVICE

301 Eagle Drive
Merrill, Wl
(715) 536-4646
www.WaidFuneral.com
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

341744

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Echoes

Dear Reader,

What is the meaning of life?

I don’t think the question
can be answered in any
universal sense. But each of us
is faced with a more personal
question: What is the meaning
of my life?

Recently I spent some time
pondering this  question,
and came up with some
conclusions that try to answer it, at least for myself. My
answer came to me in verse. If you are with me this far
- the big question of meaning in life, whether short or
long, whether sweet or sour - then I hope you will enjoy
this poem.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

- Ephemeral Echoes -
In fleeting moments, our lives unfold,
A whisper of time, so brief, so bold.
We gather treasures, build empires high,
Yet dust and shadows claim them, by...and by.

What worth are riches, amassed with pride,
When we depart, we leave them slide.

The houses of stone, the gold we glean,
Fade into whispers, a forgotten dream.

For in this world, our stay is brief,

A tale of joy, of pain, of grief.

We grasp at moments, clutch to hold,
Yet time slips by, relentless, cold.

We journey onward, beyond the veil,
Where earthly gains cannot prevail.
No wealth or power can cross that gate,
Only warmth and kindness we create.

So ponder not on what we own,

But on the seeds of care we’'ve sown.

For in the end, what truly remains,

Are the hearts we’ve touched, the love that reigns.

Let go of burdens, the worldly chase,
Embrace the light, the higher grace.
For in the end, we all must see,
There’s something beyond you and me.

And as we leave, with nothing in hand,
We find our place in a promised land.
So live with purpose, love with might,
For what we leave is pure and bright.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

JUNE 4, 2024: Boy, Owen Jerome, born to Dani
Breaman and Dave Breaman of Merrill.

JUNE 11, 2024: Girl, Josie Joan, born to Megan Spoon|
and Michael Spoon of Ringle.

JUNE 15, 2024: Boy, Elijah Daniel, born to Skylin

Harris and Joshua Harris of Merrill.

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director
903 E. Third St. ¢ Merrill, WI

715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

395180

PATTI KOPETZKY
SKIDMORE’S
FIGHT AGAINST
CANCER

EVERY
WED
IN
JULY

Pine Ridge

Family Restaurant
1302 N. Center Ave
Merrill, WI

PINE RIDGE FAMILY RESTAURANT WILL DONATE 10% OF
PROCEEDED TO PATTI'S
FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

USDA, DNR: Wolves

depredate beef calf,

injure adult cow in
Lincoln County

Wolves recently
depredated (i.e., Killed)
a beef calf and injured
an adult cow on a farm
located in the Town of Pine
River in Lincoln County,
according to the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR).

US. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Wildlife
Services verified the
depredation and injury on
Saturday, June 8, 2024.

DNR said non-lethal
abatement options are being
discussed with the livestock
producer.

DNR  partners  with
USDA Wildlife Services
to investigate reported
conflicts with wolves.

Interactive maps, past
reports, and damage
payment information are
available on the DNR’s
website at tinyurl.com/
J89rsbws.

Livestock producers who
suspect a wolf or bear has
depredated or is harassing
livestock can contact
USDA Wildlife Services at
1.800.228.1368 (northern
Wisconsin) or 1.800.433.0663
(southern Wisconsin).

Geiss Meat Service

receives grant
from DATCP

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture,
Trade and  Consumer
Protection (DATCP)

announced in June that 38
meat processors will receive
grants through the 2024 Meat
Processor  Infrastructure
Grant Program. Of the
70 applications received,
requesting a total of $3
million for projects, Geiss
Meat Service in Merrill
was one of the 38 to receive
funding. The grants awarded
this year totaled $1.8 million,
and each recipient’s request
could not exceed $50,000.

“Grant recipients
were selected through a
competitive review process
and are required to provide
amatch of 100 percent of the
grant amount,” a DATCP
release said.

Andy Geiss, owner of
Geiss Meat Service, said
they’ve now received grants
from the program two years
in a row. “In 2023 the award
was for $150,000 and in 2024
the award was $50,000,”
he said. “In each year this
was the maximum award
amount.”

“Geiss Meat Service is
using the grant awards
to upgrade our electrical
system, opened a new
retail store, and added
several additional coolers
and freezers,” Andy said.
“In addition, we will be

purchasing a meat grinder-
mixer combination unit to
increase our capacity and
efficiency of processing
ground meat, a metal
detector to detect both

ferrous and nonferrous
metals to protect our
customers, and adding

a meat aging cooler to
meet the demands of our
customers for aged meats
and specialty items such as
pepperoni, salamis, etc.”

“With  these  grants,
Geiss Meat Service added
five additional employees,
increased our retail sales
by over 35%, and increased
overall production by
approximately 25%,” he
said. “We have been honored
to have received these grants
back-to-back years. The
grants have allowed us to
grow, expand, and increase
our efficiency in the meat
industry.”

The goal of the program,
in its third year, is “to grow
Wisconsin’s meat industry
and improve the long-term
viability of the state’s
livestock industry,” a press
release from the DATCP
said.

The Meat Processor
Infrastructure Grant
Program is available

through the 2023-25 biennial
state budget. As part of
the biennial budget, an
additional $200,000 in grants
will be available in 2025, a
release from the DATCP
said.

POPCORN
from page 2

said. “It’s part of Merrill’s
history and needed to be
preserved.”

Get your popcorn

here!

Art’s Popcorn Wagon
will have a semi-permanent
spot this summer in the
empty lot next to Ana
Blair’s Boutique downtown
on East First Street where
the bakery used to be. That
lot is now owned by East
Hill Farms and is used to
sell their Christmas trees
and wreaths in November
and December, but they
welcomed Gus using the

lot for the popcorn wagon
during the summer months.
The beauty of it is, it’s now
located just a very short
distance from where it was
once a fixture all those years
ago. “Hopefully we will be
open 3-4 days a week,” Gus
said. “Then on Thursdays
for sure the Masons are
going to take it up to the park
[Normal Park} ... for Gazebo
Nights. ... Now we have a
mobile popcorn wagon to
bring back memories and
help some non-profits, too.”

“Please think of Art and
the good times of years past
when enjoying ‘Fresh, Hot
Seasoned Popcorn’ when
you visit ‘Art’s Wagon!””
Dick said.
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Movie Reviews

BY CHRISTOPHER STAMM
GUEST MOVIE
REVIEWER

Hector
and the Search
for Happiness

(Now showing in theatres)

* %k Kk ko

This film is rated R - not
sure why

Hi, everyone - long time
no see. I know its been a
while, but life is life and
it, as we all know, can get
hectic. But rest assured, I
am still out there in that

dark theatre watching the
films and, more often than
not, shaking my head in
disbelief that some of these
movies get made.

There have been some
bright spots in the cinemas
this year, but sadly they
are now the exception
rather than the rule. Some
notables are Furiosa: A
Mad Max Saga, which
was spectacular, Godzilla
Minus One, and of course,
Dune part 2, but those were
the stand outs; another
decent one would be The
Fall Guy

So while Disney does its
best to explain how they
hate their audience and
the major studios prowl

HECTOR ' SEARCH
"'HAPPINESS

through their basements
looking for anything to
remake or reboot (plenty
of those on the horizon)
since they are now officially
devoid of any new ideas,
I have started doing deep
searches for gems that got

missed.

And success! I found
one for you. Hector and
the Search for Happiness,
released in 2014, vanished a
few days later, and I am here
to tell you, this film got a
raw deal. Simon Pegg plays

Hector, a decent and caring
psychiatrist who concludes
that he is not helping his
patients because he does not
understand what happiness
is exactly. Much to the

See MOVIE page 16

LINCOLN
HILLS from page 1

a different residence
hall due to the ongoing
investigation,” the release
said. That initial release

also said, “No other
youth were involved in
this isolated incident.”

However, a second youth
has now been identified and
charged in relation to the
attack.

The attack

The Criminal Complaint
against suspect Javarius
Hurd gives a more accurate
and complete description
of what happened: “Victim
1 [female] was standing
inside the Krueger Living
facility near the doorway
in the lower day room that
lead (sic) to the outside
courtyard. Hurd obtained
a cup of a liquid substance,
believed to be soap, from
another youth and threw
it at Victim 1's upper
body/face  area.  Hurd
then physically attacked
and assaulted Victim 1
unprovoked by repeatedly
punching Victim 1in Victim
1’s upper body/face area.
Hurd then fled outside into
the courtyard where other
youth were present. Victim
2 followed Hurd outside to
detain him.”

Hurd then ran toward
the basketball hoop in
the fenced courtyard and
Proulx approached him.
“Hurd struck Victim 2
[Proulx] multiple times
unprovoked in Victim 2’s
upper body/face area.
Hurd maintained a fighting
stance and punched Victim
in the face two times,”
the Complaint read. It
then refers to video of
the incident from Lincoln
Hills School surveillance.
“The video appears to
show that Hurd punched
Victim 2 using full force by
extending his arm outward,
and routing his body to
allow maximum force.
After Hurd punched Victim
2 using full force the second
time, Victim 2 became
incapacitated and went
limp.” He fell to the ground
and “struck his head on the
pavement.”

“Hurd proceeded to
climb up the basketball
hoop and sit on the hoop
overseeing the courtyard,”
the Complaint said.

The Complaint further
detailed that the attack was
planned. “Hurd explained
that he had built up
aggression toward Victim 1
[female].” He said his built

up aggression stemmed
from his belief that she
was abusing her power and
“treating him unfairly.”
He said he had planned to
attack her and had asked
another youth “to obtain
the cup of soap from staff
for him to throw” at her.

In the Criminal
Complaint filed against
Rian Nyblom, Nyblom

confirmed he had obtained
the cup of conditioner that
Hurd ultimately threw in
Victim 1’s face. “Nyblom

told investigators that
he knew why JH wanted
the conditioner,” the

Complaint said. “Early in
the day, Nyblom and JH
came up with a plan to
physically attack Victim 1.
For unknown reasons, the
two of them abandoned
the first plan and came up
with another plan, which
was the plan involving the
conditioner. Nyblom stated
he knew JH was going to
‘splash’ Victim 1 with the
conditioner and then start
swinging on her without
warning.”

Two in custody
Two suspects have now
been taken into custody,
both charged with Felony

Murder, among other
charges.

On June 26, Javarius
Hurd, age 16, was
charged  with  Felony
Murder - Battery, Special
Circumstances; Second

Degree Reckless Homicide;
and two counts of Battery
by Prisoners. He is being
charged as an adult and
held at the Lincoln County
Jail on a $100,000 cash bond.

On June 27, Rian
Nyblom, age 17, was
arrested and charged with
Felony Murder - Battery,
Special Circumstances;
and two counts of Battery
by Prisoners in connection
with the attack and death.
Nyblom was incarcerated
in the same unit as Hurd
at the time of the assault.
Nyblom is being held at the
Lincoln County Jail on a
$20,000 cash bond.

Tremendous loss

The death of Proulx has
left Lincoln Hills Staff and
the Merrill community
reeling.

Proulx had returned to
serve as a youth counselor
at Lincoln Hills School last
spring after briefly leaving
the school two years prior,
according to a June 26
release from the DOC.

“It is with tremendous
sadness and regret that
I announce the loss of a
dedicated professional,

colleague, and friend in
the line of duty,” said
Jared Hoy, DOC secretary.
“A career in corrections,
with its dual mission to
protect the public and
guide individuals toward
rehabilitation, can be
demanding and requires
so many sacrifices for our
staff and our families, and
Corey made the ultimate
sacrifice. Our DOC family
is mourning Corey’s loss,
and we are keeping all of
his family members and
friends in our thoughts.”

Proulx’s fiancée and
daughter shared with
Secretary Hoy that they
would like everyone to
know that Corey was an
amazing partner, father,
son and human being.
At this time, the family
does not wish to comment
further and asks for privacy
as they grieve.

In a message to staff
at Lincoln Hills School,
Superintendent Klint
Trevino wrote thefollowing:
“Corey was a dedicated and
compassionate member of
our team, always striving
to make a positive impact
on the lives of the young
individuals we serve. His
commitment to our mission
was unwavering, and he
will be deeply missed by all
of us.”

Secretary Hoy traveled
to Lincoln Hills School
on Wednesday to support
staff and deployed Peer
Supporters from across
the agency “to help staff
process this tragic event.”

Gov. Tony Evers ordered
theflags of the United States
and the state of Wisconsin
to be flown at half-staff
immediately on June 26 at
the time of his Executive
Order through sunset
on June 27, in honor of
Proulx. “Our hearts break
for Corey, his family and
loved ones, his colleagues
at the department, and
all those who knew and
loved him. By all accounts,
Corey was a dedicated
public servant who led with
kindness and compassion
in his commitment toward
helping and supporting
the youth he worked with,”
said Evers. “Wisconsinites
today are honoring Corey
and his service as we
mourn his tragic passing
and keep Corey’s family
and loved ones, colleagues,
and all those who knew and
served alongside him in our
hearts and our prayers.”

] Ong_oing_
investigation
The June 25 DOC release

indicated the “incident”
was referred to the LCSO.
The LCSO confirms this is
now a joint investigation
by their agency and the

Wisconsin Department
of Justice Division of
Criminal Investigation,

Wisconsin  State Patrol,
and the Lincoln County
District Attorney’s Office,
and the investigation is still
ongoing.

Local
representatives call
for accountability

Congressman Tom
Tiffany (WI-07) called out
Gov. Evers in a statement
released after receiving
the news. He expressed
condolences to Proulx’s
family and friends but said,
“The Evers administration
has had five years to come
up with a plan for Lincoln
Hills.”

“.. Such an incident
should have never occurred.
Over six years ago,  warned
the federal judge who sided
with the ACLU that his
decision would jeopardize
the safety and security of
staff at this facility. Despite
this warning, the Evers
administration failed to
take necessary actions to
protect the staff. As then-
candidate Evers asked
Governor Scott Walker
in 2018, ‘How many staff
have been harassed and
abused [at Lincoln Hills]?
How many lives have been
ruined?” I ask Governor
Evers the same question
today.”

“The staff, who dedicate
their time to making a

positive impact on our
youth, deserve a safe
working environment.

Their families also deserve
to know their loved ones
will return home safely.”

He called for “responsible
leaders who prioritize staff
safety, not lenient policies
that empower dangerous
delinquents.”

Rep. Calvin Callahan
(WI 35th District Assembly

R-Tomahawk) also
expressed his sympathy
and outrage, calling

Proulx’s death “the murder
of a correctional officer at
Lincoln Hills.”

“I am saddened and
angered to hear of the
passing of Corey Proulx,
a dedicated and loving
person,” Callahan said. “I
am outraged by this current
administration’s inability
to protect its employees.
Now, an innocent man has
been killed on their watch.
This should NEVER have
happened, and I will do

everything in my power as
your state representative
to make sure those who
are responsible are held
accountable. This will not
stand; the staff at Lincoln
Hills/Copper Lake and
Corey’s friends and family
have my word.”

SPONSORED BY
Rog & Mar

rds
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FOR SALE

Abandoned Property of Carol Kaufman,
from S & P Premier Investments, LLC.
Property includes Miscellaneous items.
Sale shall Commence at 9:00 a.m. on
Monday, July 8th, 2024 at N187
Brandenburg Ave., Merrill, Storage Unit
#22. Call for update.

Published 6/27/24 & 7/4/24  WNAXLP

FOR SALE
Abandoned Property  of  Kenny
Wiesman, from S & P Premier

Investments, LLC. Property includes
Miscellaneous  items.  Sale  shall
Commence at 9:00 a.m. on Monday July
8th, 2024, at N187 Brandenburg Ave.,
Merrill, Storage Unit #58. Call for
update.

Published 6/27/24 & 7/4/24 ~ WNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF TRUST ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF WISCONSIN, County of

Lincoln, in the matter of the June E.

Kriewald Revocable Trust dated April

30, 2024 (the “Trust”):

1. June E. Kriewald, with date of birth

July 30, 1939 and date of death June

11, 2024 was domiciled in the Lincoln

County, Wisconsin.

2. The deadline for filing a claim against

the decedent, June E. Kriewald, is

November 4th, 2024,

3. All claims must include detailed

documentation and must be submitted

to the Trustee of the Trust at the

following address: S2630 County Road

K, Reedsburg, WI 53959.

Date: June 24th, 2024

June E. Kriewald Revocable Trust dated

April 30, 2024.

By:/s/Julie Ratajczk

Julie Ratajczk, Trustee

Craig J. Nienow, Attorney

Published July 4, 11 & 18, 2024
WNAXLP

| This goofy vocal gal is Squeakums! She is a very ®
sweet girl who LOVES to talk to everyone. She®
also loves to run around and play! Squeakums:
would be great in a active home looking for a,
% spunkt girl to love! She is going to be best in ae
|| home where she is the only cat since she seemse
to be a bit of a bully with other cats sometimes. ®
Visit all the adoptable animals at Lincoln:
. County Humane Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., in,
N |ﬂ; "SO Werill. Hours: Mon-Sat 12-4PM; Sun 12-2PM. Call o

|<y° the shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit us on the e

N3135 Hwy. 17, Merrill Web at www.furrypets.com. 4
® &6 06 6 o & 0 6 o 0 & & o o 0 0o 0 0o 0 0o

Pet of the Week
e -.1?-

TOWN OF BIRCH

LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

PARTIAL PAYMENT.

BUILDING DOESN'T SWEAT

OVERHANG - 1FT

OPTIONS
« SOFIT & FASCIA

Published July 4 & 11, 2024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

THE TOWN OF BIRCH IN LINCOLN COUNTY IS SOLICITING BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF A POLE BUILDING MINIMUM SIZE 32FT WIDE
X 46FT LONG X 12 FT HEIGHT. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE
CONTACT DAVID FOX AT 715-218-3690. PLEASE RESPOND BY WRITTEN/
SEALED BID BY AUGUST 13, 2024 AT 7:00PM AT THE BIRCH TOWN HALL,
W4762 CTY. Hwy. H, IRMA, WI. 54442 OR MAIL BIDS TO TOWN OF BIRCH,
PO BOX 71, IRMA, WI 54435. THE TOWN WILL BE USING ARPA FUNDS FOR

STORAGE BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

SIZE- MINIMUM 32FT WIDE X 46FT LONG X 12FT HEIGHT

SIDES- FRONT & REAR 10FT METAL & 2FT WINDOW MATERIAL

SIDE WALLS — REFLECTIVE MATERIAL THAT GOES ONTO TRUSSES SO

FLOOR- HARD SURFACE (CONCRETE)

FLOOR- DRAIN IN FLOOR, DRAIN TILE GOING OUTSIDE.
ENTRANCE- APPROACH TO BUILDING

DOOR- 12FT SLIDING DOOR ON CABLE END

SERVICE DOOR- 36FT WIDE ON CABLE END (WEST SIDE)
POWER- CLOSE TO MAIN DOOR (GARAGE DOOR)

COLOR - GREEN & TAN OR CREAM

* ELECTRICAL- POWER TO BE WIRED TO CODE

THE TOWN OF BIRCH RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT
ANY OR ALL BIDS BASED ON THE BEST INTEREST OF THE TOWNSHIP.
BID ADVERTISEMENT AUTHORIZED BY BIRCH TOWN BOARD.

395006

WNAXLP

Y - a

NORTHSIDE
COMPUTERS
& CELLULAR

EXCLUSIVE TELEVISION SERVICES - BEST IN HIGH SPEED INTERNET
LEADER IN WIRELESS MOBILITY - PREMIUM MONITORED SECURITY

New Fiber Internet!
$64.99
for 1 gig Speed!

(715) 384-5125

northsidecomputers.net
907 S Central Ave, Marshfield, W1 54449

392537
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Prairie Dells Scenic Area: A hidden treasure near Gleason

The Prairie Dells Scenic Area is a unique destination
located approximately 4.5 miles south of Gleason, or
6.5 miles north of Merrill, off Hwy. 17 on Prairie Dells
Road. Located, as the name implies, on the Prairie River,
large outcroppings of rock formations and the river
itself, with its own rocks that create an area of rapids
near where the dam used to be, provide a beautiful and
unique setting.

Prairie Dells Road dead ends into a small gravel
turnaround/parking area. Visitors can park there and
begin exploring on foot. Very near the parking area,
a short trail leads to a handicap accessible overlook
structure that provides a peek at the Prairie River below.
Perched upon large rock formations and surrounded by
ferns and natural wooded foliage, it’s a peaceful and
easy walk. During the summer months, the lush green
canopy of the trees nearby and below leading to the
river’s edge can make it a little difficult to see the river
from the overlook, but the peeks at the scene below are
beautiful, and you can certainly hear the rushing of
the river over the rapids area. If you are sure of foot,
you can also follow the narrow primitive trail through
the foliage down to the river’s edge below. Brave souls
who love to kayak the rapids area may be spotted in

Beautiful views from the Prairie Dells Scenic Area.

colorful kayaks, and if it’s a group of kayakers, you may
hear them shouting to each other as they navigate the
section of river which I've heard isn’t necessarily fit
for kayaking newbies. The Prairie River, a tributary of
the Wisconsin River, is in total approximately 40 miles
long, and the Prairie River Dells Scenic Area is adjacent
to just one small section of the river that extends from
Horseshoe Lake in northwestern Langlade County and
runs mostly southwest through southeastern Lincoln
County and through Merrill until it meets and joins the
Wisconsin River not far west of the dam located in the
city.

The Prairie River once had two dams controlling its
flow in Lincoln County; both were removed in the 1990’s.

The Prairie Dells Dam had been designed to produce
hydroelectric power but, due to an engineering error
when it was reconstructed circa 1905, it never actually
generated a single watt of energy and simply sat there
unused and unmaintained for about 100 years. When its
infrastructure began to fail, the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) removed it in 1991, but it
took a lot of dynamite to do the job. Prior to its demise,
Prairie River Pond was a two-mile pond in the area, but
that no longer exists except on maps.

Tina L. Scott photos

The Ward Dam, the second dam on the Prairie River,
was operated and maintained by the Ward Paper Mill,
but after the paper mill closed and, without an entity
willing to maintain it structurally, it was also ultimately
removed (amid protests) in late 1999. This drew down
what had been a 118-acre lake above that dam.

With its removal, the next century was ushered in
with the Prairie River returned to its former free run,
back to the way it had been prior to the 1890’s. It also
restored the optimal habitat for trout, making the
Prairie River one of the most popular areas in the state
for trout fishing. Within just a few years after removing
the Prairie Dells Dam, the reproduction of natural
brook trout had increased 30-fold.

See Prairie Dells on page 11

. portable  Garages

* Garg
Storage She =

 Cabins Shegg

Sizes from
8'x8’ to 14’x40’
LLc Free Local Delivery

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at
our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

g EAMREy Farm Fresh Meat
_;‘1' ¥ ' Farm Raised Beef, Pork, & Chicken
Available as quarters, halves,
SKAAR FAMILY bundles and individual cuts
—— FARM High Quality Hay
. . Small Square Hay Bales
High-quality feed for your herd.
il (o ] Round Hay Bales
food for your family. Farmhouse Creations
R N Homemade natural soaps &
NOW OPEN handcrafted items
Farm Store o

N5177 St.Rd. 17, Gleason
Saturday 8-12

FEATURE ITEMS

Granulated
White Sugar

Organic Evaporated
Cane Sugar

Only $35 Only 350

for 50 Ib. for 50 Ib.

Gleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

> . - : e ¢ :
. : :?"y Inufr_iel To u’ k;

SUMMER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

fl i @ www.SkaarFamilyFarm.com

s & Skaar_Family Farm@yahoo.com

[ facebook.com/SkaarFamilyFarm
|

Located in Gleason.

i Al et 71 5-873-4840
STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
Matthew 18:20

286183

Luther Memoirial
VBS
July 22-26
6-7:30pm

Joinus at ,

CAMP =
FIRELIGHT

Bible stories, music, crafts, snacks and games!

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

CHURCH/G/COMMUNITY; PICNIC

GLEASONICOMMUNITY/CENTER|:IN5335/STATE ROAD)17, GLEASON

SUNRJULYA" 10:00/am

28THM
LIVE MUSIC BY

DOOR PRIZES
CARL JACKSON

rship Service
10:30AM
CHILDREN’S GAMES

PIE AUCTION
LUNCH

BOUNCE HOUSE
BAKE SALE

Luther Memorial Church

N5308 Town Hall Rd., Gleason, WI

=
B
<
3
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~ Leyland & Nuffield Tractor Parts ~

Available right in your backyard!
NORTHWOODS TRACTOR

Shop Online or Give Us A Call
715-873-4083
leylandtractorpartsusa.com

‘Old Fashioned Customer Service!
(Counter Sales By Appointurent)

394510

395011

e

5375 WI-17, Gleason - (715) 873-3377
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, & Sunday - 6am-2pm,
Friday - 6am-8pm and Closed Wednesday

We will be closed
July 3rd - 10th for vacation.
We will see you again
at 6am Thurs. July 11th!

386672

* ICE CREAM ¢ BOBA DRINKS
* LOTUS DRINKS ¢ LEMONADE
* HOTDOGS ° BRATS * SODA

oLD TIMp

Now
Selling
Guns &
Ammo!

GCGENERAL STORE

MERCANTILE
N5342 HWY 17 GLEASON - 715-921-4561

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9AM-6PM e Friday 9AM-7PM

Saturday 7AM-3PM e Sunday 7AM-Noon ¢ Wednesday Closed

N5336 WI-17, Gleason
Hours: Thursday-Tuesday 11am - 9pm ¢ Wednesday Closed

I\Cheapest in town'\

S8 N\ |/

BEER 70:LIQUOR o LIVE BAIT

\\ NN

/ NJOY SUMMER
TIME WITH

FAMILY

N5211 Bradley St., Gleason, Wi 54435 <|
(715) 873-4843
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THANK YOU, VETERANS!

Church
Mutual

INSURANCE

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE MERRILL COMMUNITY

Learn about our hometown commitment
at churchmutual.com/hometown

© 2024 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.

55555

SERVICE

382518

(715) 536-9789
www.pioneertrans.com

Check us out on [fj

@ NORTTIWOODS FTERANS TANS @ @

382515

’;&f 115-536-5708 %

b ii#&.&;i

naws 601 Johnson Merrill Wi

CO-0P

-STORE :.: COUNTRY STORE
- 1300 N CENTER AVE. 1400 LOGAN AVE.

715:536-5600 o 115536-2491

WWW.RIVERCOUNTRYCOOP.COM

188244

S & S Bar
418 Grand Ave. Merrill

WRAP IT UP
Food Truck
Every Monday

at
Hall Rental Available.

Hello?
Merrill
Muscum?
You're open!

9-1!
Mon -Fri!
We'll be
there!

270121

S“nmZZTON0
m=- 0T O3 D

T.B. Scott Free Library

106 West First Street e Merrill, Wi
715.536.7191 « www.thscottlibrary.org

Health &
Fitness
Center .,

Kindhearted -

Home Care, LLC

120 S. Mill St., Merrill
Locally Owned & Operated
Fully Bonded & Insured
Call

715-218-3772 G
For a FREE Consultation
www.kindheartedhomecare.com

AdultSocial,
Center;

390155

B % park city

CENTRAL CARPET
& FLOORING, INC.

1320 E. Main St., Merrill, WI
715-536-1411

37006

EAGLES CLUB

1205 Lake St. e Merrill
715-536-7471 * 584 .localfoewi.com
Like us on Facebook

36101

s 3 T N

ews

386959

BREAMAN

err1

&P

www.breamanmerrillford.com
1301 N. Center Ave., Merrill, Wl 54452
~ (Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)
715-536-4542 - Sales
715-536-3039 - Parts/Service

IDARILS

SIERVIGE

154951

715—536 lEﬂE
> RV & campaniﬂ

1401 W.

A
Taylor St.,

INTERFLEX Meril, wi 54452
GROUP 715-536-5400

Image is everything. Packaging defines i,

www.interflexgroup.com

121912

@ auroParrs

Tomahawk Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452 1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-536-8336 715-453-5534
Mon.-Fri. 7-6, Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30,

Sat. 7-4 g
Sun. 8-1’2 Sat. 8-3, Sun. I::Iosse::w6

www.NAPAonline.com

Merrill Store

A

St. John Ev. Lutheran
Church and School

Worship Services @
8 am & 10:30 am Sundays, and
6 pm Monday evenings

Daycare ¢ Preschool-8th Grade Classes Offered

1104 E. 3rd Street, Merrill, WI 54452
Church 715-536-4722 ¢ School 715- 536-7264
www.stjohnmerrill.org

CREDIT UNION

MERRILL e TOMAHAWK ¢ MINOCQUA ¢ RHINELANDER

We will be closed Thursday, July 4th for Independence Day.

Text* or call: 715-536-8351 e parkcitycu.org
*Messaging and data rates/fees may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

Call for Availability

715-574-5377 * New 3rd Building!

O B G R O g G N b T T T
4th of July & Every Day

We Thank You For Your Service

/\CSMOLUTIONS‘”

INSURANCE AGENCY

www.cmsoluti

om
A Subsidiary of Church Mutual Holding Company

DEPENDABLE and LOCAL
insurance, offering coverages
to fit your UNIQUE needs:

GET A QUOTE TODAY!

Home ﬁ Flood
fcﬂt' Auto

Contact your local agent,
Denise Humphrey.

715-539-5201

usiness dhumphrey@cmsolutionsinsurance.cor

PLUMBING 1.c

715-536-3617
1600 W Taylor St, Merrill
Quality plumbing services
you’ve trusted for years!
MP #252751 » WDNR Pump #7054 + HVAC #267488

(WESTSIDE ) IR 7N

MARKET LAUNDROMAT

DISCOUNT GROCERY » LIQUOR
1504 W Main Street 1500 W Main Street
Merrill, Wl 54452 Merrill, WI 54452

Bringing business back to Merrill’'s Westside!

MARK RAYMER ¢« RYAN PEACOCK
715-218-3277 » 715-432-5707

psycho_buzz@yahoo.com/ryanleighrice @ hotmail.com

SSUBIVAYg

eat frest™

210 S. Pine Ridge Ave. * Merrill
715-539-2005

www.subway.com
Open Mon-Sat 7am-9pm ¢ Sun 8am-8pm

AuTo-

SALES * SERVICE * DETAILING
715-536-1900

Full Automotive Services & Detailing
Free Pickup & Delivery
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM

www.autojockeys.com a
400 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wi 54452

Drive - Thru
Available

382496

154973

PODEWELTZ
REPAIR SERVICE, LLC

W2810 Hwy. C, Merrill, WI 54452
www.podeweltzrepair.com ¢ 715-536-6791

DR. RONALD J. PIFFL, OPTOMETRIST

1007 E 1st St  Merrill
715-536-2020 » 715-536-3250
drpiffleyecare.com
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One Way Collision Center is now:

2602 E. Main Street SITVIERMAN Y
c ALI B E Merill, Wl 54452 CHIRO PRACTIC New Meat

Processing
7T 715-536-6511 :
COLLISION 1. caivercom [ e A A

Jon Dehnel - General Manager 4 il M8 i i e b

www.ssilvermanchiropractic.com .715-536-5283 Bus. .
382653 www.gelssmeat.com ® Find us on [¥

5 ANTENNA SYSTEMS, SUB-PUMPS, REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS... WE HAVE YOU COVERED!!
SALES + DESIGN « INSTALLATION « SERVICE

“‘\_\. House Or ”

Since 1946

WE VALUE FRESH | l“‘l WE VALUE FAMILY ll“l WE VALUE YOU!

o i — | & HoME ENTERTAINMENT

www.davescountymarketmerriII.com Home Electronics Musical Instruments Custom Audio/Video

300 E. 1%t Street, Merrill, WI 54452 | 912 E. Main St., Downtown Merrill
Z215-536-2571 _715-536-5352

1004 East First St.

Merrill, WI 54452 ERPLEIT v TR ,| = =T gk o
/) (715) 536-5594 | | K> — R This July 4th= =

ci.merrill.wi.us
of freecwh L' ‘E

DENTAL

2402 E Main St, Suite 8 Merrill, WI

715-539-0441

www.oakparkmerrill.com
Dr. Steven DeMille & Dr. Ed Long

SUB-PUMPS, REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS... WE HAVE YOU CUVEHED!!

L -Ir i i i ]
il 2 C . Leah D. Reist, Director » McKenna K. Meunier, Director -t e
Experience more folife! I LG oy Kiade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent iebell’s Merrill: Wi | 715.539.9410
¥ . =
: , Funeral Home and 903 E. 3rd Street » Merrill » 715-536-6244 DOCR COMPANY = | ziebelldoor.com
Sponsored by the City of Merrill www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com - ' l

1302 E Main Street For All of Your Appliance
R Y visyiouting| S ‘ . Merrill WI 54452 Sales & Service Needs!

@ o | ettt I o
T e an office: (715) 539-6641 G [Mmame @
i UniPro . Gireg's
Youood Service and C-Store Partner ! www.occhservices.com Cruett's Q Speed Queen
. . . . info@occhservices.com Appliance
. .
Merrill Distributing, Inc. Tammy Strehlow (Owner) STV Your Full Service

414 W. Main St., Merrill fa o
www.gruettsappliancellc.com "'J‘ih App liance Store!!

Greg & Tammy Kornack Owners 6 Months FREE Financing
Parts (To Qualified Credit)

1301 N. Memorial Dr., Merrill ¢ 715-536-4551
www.merrilldistributing.com We will be closed July 4th & 5th!

r

Sales ¢ Services ¢

CAR WASHES START AS Eﬂ-
Knab Insurance Agency, Inc. LOW AS 52,001 77.%., Lodge
Ready To Serve All Your Insurance Needs! Expires 9-15-24 m

1314 E. Main., Merrill, Wl 54452
715-536-4833

G GRINNELL

MUTUAL

s D-BestCar\Wash)

3456 E Main St,
Merrill, W1 54452  ° Automatic

* Manual

MERRILL SHEET METAL

715-393-5743 HEATING ~ COOLING ~ FIREPLACES ~ STOVES
(715) 536-2262 - www.merrillsheetmetal.com

Trust in Tomorrow:

WAID FUNERAL HOME OPEN 4TH OF JULY

& Cremation Service
Providing prearranged funerals and affordable services.

Q@i

xg?/)
Woopranp Court

‘[E1DER SERVICES, LLC

Assisted Living

Paul Waid, Licensed Director/Owner
Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director/Manager
Samantha Finucan, Licensed Funeral Director
Megan Klug, Office Manager

. Cindy Latzig, After Care Coordinator

715-536-3399 ¢ 715-539-9700 301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI 54452
- (715) 536-4646 715-536-6532
1102 S. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452 1t www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com
www.woodlandcourtelder.com WA|DFUNERAL HOME www.waidfuneral.com Celebrating Over 50 Years Serving Our Community!

MerrilljTohaccolShonk:
Mv <4nouss1' 2411 E Main St Suite 104, Merri
________ merrilitobaccoshop@gmail.com -

i $4.50 | $2.00 | EXTRA | Buy2Premium |
. OFF | OFF | ®5.00 i Co e |

HAMBURGERS

“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”
1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill, W1 54452

* 0ld U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.

* Also buying gold & silver
jewelry, watches &

Canbral Wisconakn 'q'-’hnhmlln AP,

ganonds. 715.536.9669 715.536.2424 | Any Tobacco | AnRolot | OFF | ofsameor
* No Collection too . . on Each iChewingTobaccoi $40orMoreon | lesservalue |
SMALL or LARGE 1209 E Main Street * Merrill WI 54452 ! $40 Spent. Oﬂomgrgg Bag { anything in-store ! _for only
WWW.waap.net No limit. Pipe Tobacco i exce;gcl:(;gta;ettes E ssioo

1
1 Must be of legal age to use this coupon. Coupons may not be combined. Limit one coupon 1

Two great stores at 1 location!

FIRST WEBER, INC.

Realtor: Kevin J. Blake ¢ 715-204-0084
100 S. Mill St., Suite 102 ¢ Merrill
www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

per day per customer. Valid only at Discount Smoke Shop. Expire 9/15/24 ¢ CHM

LINCOLN WOOD
PRODUCTS, INC.

Merrill, W » 715-536-2461
www.lincolnwindows.com

DAIRY QUEEN

905 N. Center Ave., Merrill, WI

715-536-5821
Open 7 days a week at 11:00 am

35728
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Tomahawk’s Mya Pankow wins 2025
Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo Queen title

Mya Pankow, of
Tomahawk, was recently
named the 2025 Wisconsin
River Pro Rodeo Queen.

Pankow earned the
recognition on Sunday,
June 9, 2024, at the

Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo
in Merrill.

Madilynn Skic, of
Gleason, earned the Rodeo
Princess title.

The Rodeo Queen
is selected based on
performance in several
areas: riding and

horsemanship, public
speaking, interviews,
rodeo knowledge, poster
creation, and rodeo ticket
sales.

In the upcoming year,
Pankow and Skic will
represent the Wisconsin
River Pro Rodeo and the
rodeo sport at various
Midwest rodeos and local
community events.

Pankow has been riding
since she was three years
old. She started barrel
racing and pole bending in

Pankow and Katie participated in the Wisconsin River Pro
Rodeo in Merrill earlier this month.
Photos courtesy of Dianne Lazear

2025 Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo Queen Mya Pankow and her
horse, Katie.

2014 and in 2020 was named
the  Wisconsin  Barrel
Horse Association District
4 Outstanding Youth.

In 2022, she joined the
Wisconsin High School
Rodeo Association,
expanding her events to
include barrel racing,
pole bending, breakaway
roping, and team roping.

Pankow also runs her
own horse training and
riding lesson business,
Ascent Equine.

Pankow is a Senior
in Wausau Area Virtual
Education. After  she
graduates in Dec. 2024,
she will attend Five Star
Horseshoeing School in
Oklahoma to  become
a farrier, certified by
the American Farrier’s
Association. In Aug. 2025,
Pankow plans to attend the
University of Wisconsin-

River Falls and earn a
bachelor’s degree in equine
science while continuing to
compete in rodeo.

Skic is a Senior at
Merrill High School. She
participates in Future
Farmers of  America,
showing market animals
and horse judging.

After graduation, Skic
plans to attend Fox Valley
Technical College to
study farm business and
production management.

“I am passionate about
the equine and rodeo
industries and think
that an  encouraging,
knowledgeable, and
welcoming role model,
such as a rodeo queen, is
important in growing the
sport and encouraging
people to participate as
competitors or spectators,”
Pankow said.

Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar

Jul. 3 - NO Merrill City
Band concert at Normal
Park

Jul. 3 - 4th of July at the
Rock with the Northwoods
Skitchers at Rock Island
Resort

Jul. 3 - HYDE Rocks
Athens 4th of July Event in
Athens

Jul. 5 - Merrill Fireworks

at the MARC

Jul. 5 - The Dukes at Rock
Island Resort

Jul. 5 - Jesse & the
Medicine Men at Stoney
Acres

July 7 - Bingo at VFW

Jul. 10 - Merrill City Band
concert at Normal Park

Jul. 11 - Bingo at St.
Francis School

Jul. 11 - Gazebo Nights
Concert: BMAC, Brian
McLaughlin

Jul. 13 - Jason Michael
Carroll concert at Z’s Fork
Horners

Jul. 17 - Merrill City Band
concert at Normal Park

Jul. 18 - Banker’s Square
Concert Series - Mattea Joy
performing

Jul. 18 - Gazebo Nights
Concert: Rev. Raven & the
Chain-Smoking Altar Boys
with Westside Andy

For more information, go
to: merrillichamber.org/
events or contact the
event sponsor.

PRAIRIE

DELLS
from page 6

The Prairie Dells Scenic
Areais aunique destination
located approximately 4.5
miles south of Gleason, or
6.5 miles north of Merrill,
off Hwy. 17 on Prairie Dells
Road. Located, as the name
implies, on the Prairie
River, large outcroppings
of rock formations and the
river itself, with its own
rocks that create an area
of rapids near where the
dam used to be, provide
a Dbeautiful and unique
setting.

Prairie Dells Road dead
ends into a small gravel
turnaround/parking area.
Visitors can park there
and begin exploring on

foot. Very near the parking
area, a short trail leads
to a handicap accessible
overlook structure that
provides a peek at the
Prairie River below.
Perched upon large rock
formations and surrounded
by ferns and natural wooded
foliage, it’s a peaceful and
easy walk. During the
summer months, the lush
green canopy of the trees
nearby and below leading
to the river’s edge can make
it a little difficult to see the
river from the overlook,
but the peeks at the scene
below are beautiful, and
you can certainly hear the
rushing of the river over
the rapids area. If you are
sure of foot, you can also
follow the narrow primitive
trail through the foliage
down to the river’s edge

Prairie Dells Scenic Area.

below. Brave souls who love
to kayak the rapids area
may be spotted in colorful
kayaks, and if it’s a group
of kayakers, you may hear
them shouting to each
other as they navigate the

section of river which I've
heard isn’t necessarily fit
for kayaking newbies.

See PRAIRIE
DELLS page 16

Merrill Fireworks
to be held July 5

Merrill’s annual Indendence Day fireworks display
will take place this year on Friday, July 5, 2024, at dusk
at the Merrill Area Recreation Complex (MARC). Due to
a change in vendor, the fireworks celebration had to be
moved to July 5.

VISIT US
ONLINE

WEBSITE:
merrillfotonews.com

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/
merrill.fotonews

MERRILL FDtD

HZNews

Plautz ‘s
." RPub..

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611
SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

MONDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. ¢ Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 4pm - Close

SUNDAY e Noon - Close

JULY BOOQ
THE MO
SUMMER HUMMER
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

N |

393186

EST.1933
FOR A GOOD OLD TIME

11420 S. County Rd. K,
Merrill Wi - 715-536-9391
Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Dine-in « Takeout * NO Delivery

Saturday & Sunday

Breakfast 7am-1lam
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s

$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Red Granite Bar & Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Finduson ¥

375083

COSMO  KiDs«$500

Theatre SENIORS « $5.00
Main St. e Merrill  ADULTS o $5.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
7/3/24 TO 7/11/24
Mondays All Seats $5.00

(l DESPICABLEME4 [
I “PG” (1HR 35MIN) |
, WEDNESDAY 7/3: 1:00 & 7:00PM

i THURSDAY 7/4: 7:00PM ONLY
t FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM \
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:00PM 4%
? SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM
! ;_ TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

HORIZON: AN AMERICAN ,'ﬁ
| SAGE- CHAPTER 1

“R” (3HR 1MIN) <
WEDNESDAY 7/3: 1:00 & 7:00PM [
THURSDAY 7/4: 7:00PM ONLY
FRIDAY THRU MONDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM ll
t TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY
! WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM i

4 INSIDE OUT 2

\ “PG” (1HR 4OMIN)

A WEDNESDAY 7/3: 1:00 & 7:00PM

(i THURSDAY7/4: T00PMONY ¥
: FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM f

o4} SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 700 & .00PM  §

21 SUNDAY:100,315&700PM

¥4 MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM |

TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY |

WWwWWw.cosmomovies.com

715-536-4473

\WEEKTLYSBRTEEIN GEMULYR4ZEE18 1
THURSDAY{BROASTED)PORKICHOPS

FRIFISHERYEHADDOCK& PERCHERMELL LA

SETURDAYJPRIME RIB o
SUNDAY[NEROASTEDICHICKEN MU | A E £

BINGOJHOTITURKEY, G/
MONDAYSALFREDO) ~A o0

B
3

Conference Room| & Hall Rental Available

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC .i

Rk ok k& WESENNFUAGS! s e 4 A

388357

DINNER SPECIALS JULY

TUESDAY NIGHTS
JULY 9TH - PORK ROAST
JULY 16TH - CHICKEN ALFREDO
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS
JULY 5TH - BAKED SALMON
JULY 12TH - SHRIMP
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

M wFagles Club

1205 N Lake St. ¢ Merrill, Wl 54452 —
L Open to the Public ¢ (715) 536-7471
E=T1 NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE
e MONDAYS: Soup & Sandwich
Available 3-7pm
* LUNCH AVAILABLE:
TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm
WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm
Specials ¢ Fish Fries ¢ Homemade Soup
* DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm
& FRI. 4-8pm
* SATURDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
* SUNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm

HAPPY HOUR: TUESDAY-THURSDAY ¢ 3-6PM

_==

| Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com |
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| CLASSIFIEDS |

EMPLOYMENT
m

EARM|
:PAWANTED!
FullfTime|
GeneraliFarmjLabor

Pick up application at

2| Schroeder Bros. Farms, Inc.
]  N1435 County Road D, Antigo, WI 54409

715-623-2689

o

Tri-Hi Transportation has
an opening for a Full-Time
Shop Preventive Maintenance Position,
working on trucks & trailers.

This is a Monday-Friday Position,
with NO WEEKENDS!

Must be detail oriented and mechanically

Experience a plus!
Heath & 401K Benefits available!

To apply for this position,
please email matt@trihi.com

inclined, but willing to train the right person.

General Employment 7110 l Announcements 7005 [ Announcements 7005 [l Rummage Sales Upcoming 7202

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT
Put Your Career in Gear!!
Competitive wages & full benefits.
Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly
Home weekends, NO east/west
coast, 28 central states. Van &
Hopper Division. Agriculture
experience a plus. Fox Valley
company since 1958 Call Frank
920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238.
Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

Work at Home 7130

Time to Work From Home.
Build a online home based
business. | WILL HELP YOU.
Check out WorkWithTim.us
& check out moretrafficnow.net

To Advertise

Call

715-536-7121

EMPLOYMENT

Slephanie e
dazn

Stephanie Dawn in Concert:
Come to an evening of uplifting,
sacred music by Stephanie
Dawn on Sunday, July 7th at
6pm. Singer Stephanie Dawn
has been performing since the
age of three. She has been
featured in solo performances at
the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts and the
National Museum for Women in
the Arts in Washington, D.C.
She has been a guest soloist on
3ABN, NBC, the Family
Channel, SAFE-TV. **FREE
admission. Rhinelander SDA
Church, 203 E. Monico St.
Rhinelander. Questions? Call
715-575-9855

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS
PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
MINMI( AND SALES
vomveea o= CONSULTANT

The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM

260167

393201

e Crew Member
$19.79 -
$21.29/HR

APPLY IN-PERSON

Two Merrill Locations:
605 N. Ohio St.| 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

LOCATIONS!

4 10-Hour Days
¢ Both shifts available

¢ Possible OT on Friday

¢ Attendance BONUS
(Up to additional
$1.50/hr)

¢ Retirement & Life
Insurance

¢ Paid Holidays and
Vacations

¢ Excellent Low Cost
Benefits (Health, Dental,
Vision)
Individual:

$88/Month

+$63/Month

Visit us online at spi.careers

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

385004

WCAN (Wisconsin Community
Ad Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the
best of their ability. Unfortunately,
many unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL AN-
SWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more information, or to
file a complaint regarding an ad,
please contact The Department
of Trade, Agriculture & Con-
sumer Protection 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

Who took my Tilley Hat?: To
the thief who took my hat at
McDonalds in Merrill Tuesday
June 25. Good news: It's a great
hat. Bad News | have an
incurable-but treatable scalp
disease. See a Dermatologist -
NOW. Ted

Rummage SalesThisWeek 7200

Huge Yard Sale July 1-12, 7am-
4pm, N2195 Duginski Rd. Merrill.
Just off County Road K. Antiques,
household goods, tools and so
much more! Fun mystery boxes
also. we are moving!

TOO MUCH OF
A GOOD
THING?

List your garage/

rummage sale or

items for sale in
the classifieds.

MERRILL FDtD

ZENews
715-536-7121

MITCHELL
METAL PRODUCTS |,

EXCELLENCE FROM START TO FINISH

Looking for somethin-g
fresh?We’re Hiring...

Full Time - Seasonal - Summer Help

Monday - Thursday
(4) 10 Hour Days -

OT opportunity on Friday’s

Seasonal 2nd Shift

Monday - Thursday ¢ 3pm - 1am

Open Positions:

1st Shift e All Production Areas

Fill out an application online at:
mitchellmetalproducts.com/about/career-opportunities

Or stop in and pick up an application at:
Mitchell Metal Products
905 South State Street, Merrill, Wi 54452

391822

LINCOLN
WINDOWS

Gome Join
Our Team
We're Hiring!

- Customer Service Manager
- Quality Technician

To Apply:

¢ Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
(employment office - SW corner)
* Or Email your resume to
gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
¢ Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

We are an equal opportunity employer.

394907

e

avy

GARAGE SALE
KITS

NOW AVAILABLE

Let Garage Sale Gale

help you with your sale!
Kit Includes:

* 2 garage sale signs

* 140 pricing stickers

« 3 balloons

*1pen

* How to have a successful
garage sale pamphlet

« 1 coupon for $5 off your NEXT
classified ad!

ONLY $5.00 PER KIT!*

* With the purchase of a
classified ad.

Available at:
Merrill Foto News
2011 E. Main St., Merrill

Computers and Electronics 7216
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fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

na

Deer Creek Logging: If you have
timber that needs harvesting give
us a try. Good prices paid for
Basswood 7" and up. Can log with
horses. Call 715-560-5840

Lumber

Firewood 7244

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

FREE FIREWOOD Mixed fire-
wood - needs to be split. Text or
VM 715-610-9681

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Sporting Goods 7260

"GO FISH - CANADA!" KING-
FISHER RESORT Cabin-Boast-
Motor-Gas $91 per person/day.
JULY/AUG/SEPT SPECIAL $88
per person/day, Easy Driving Ac-
cess 800-452-8824 www.kingfis
herlodge.com (WCAN)

Miscellaneous Merchandise 7266

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RESULTS! Affordable
advertising that fits your budget!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers’
Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-486
www.pdsadnet.com

Wanted to Buy 7268

STONEWARE WANTED
Collector paying $1000+/-

for Red Wing salt glazed or
advertising crocks, jugs, churns &
water coolers. (612)685-6762

(ats 7270

PUREBRED REG SIAMESE
SNOWSHOE CATS & KITTENS
1-715-846-1930 for avail & prices

Dogs 21

ACA RED GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS/C shots/wormed Born
5-22-24 $500 715-229-4929

ACA REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Born 5-13-24
Shots/wormed $700 cash only
715-229-9081

ACA REG Golden Retriever
Pups Shots/Wormed Great Pets
$300 715-667-3342
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AKC BERNESE MOUNTAIN
PUPS Born May 6, used to
children, Friendly & cute, 1st
shots/vet checked $1000 Also Mini
Aussie-Doodles Born May 18
$1000
715-669-3847

AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD
PUPS black/red shots good temp
715-250-1317 715-250-4426

AKC PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn Shots
UTD Ready Now! $800
715-754-2147

Ausie/Heeler/Border Collie
pups. Born May 10, Ready to Go.
5M, 2 F, M $250, F $300. OBO.
Call or Text 715-350-1132 to re-
serve. Can email Pics

Chocolate, Silver & Black Lab
puppies: $200-$450. Up to date
on shots and vet checked. Geese
are also available. Call 715-326-
0710

CUTE & CUDDLY PUREBRED
BORDER COLLIE PUPS
Shots/Wormed Great Pet/Working
Dogs Parents/site $150
715-667-3342

ENGLISH SETTER PUPPIES
Field Dog/AKC Reg, Field Cham-
pion Bloodlines Born 4-30 $750
Stud  Available  262-224-3867
(WCAN)

For Sale: AKC Registered Beagle
puppies. Born 6/4/24. $700 ea.
3 males, 3 females. Shots,
de-wormed, vet- checked.
715-432-2162

FRIENDLY BUFF COCKER
SPANIEL PUPS Parents are
family pets, Vet ck $575
715-669-3923

GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES
Your New Best Friend awaits!
$450 715-267-6470

MINI COCK-A-POOS Various
Colors! Hypo-allergenic, Non-
shed, shots/vet F-$800, M-$700
715-758-2433

Mini Doodle Pups and 2
cavapoos pups, and 3 yorkipoos,
vaccinated, wormed, written guar-
antee. Delivery partway if needed.
$700 Call or text 715-850-1933

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vet-chkd Can Dlvr
$600-$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)

PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI
PUPS ACA First shots, dewormed,
adorable & friendly $550
715-267-6070

PUG-A-POO PUPPIES dews,
shots, vet ch’d. wormed Non-Shed
$300 OBO Ready to Go! 715-536-
0697 or 715-316-2522 (524892)
(WCAN)

Purebred Jack Russell Terrier
puppies. First shots and
dewormed. $400 each.

715-921-2989

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES vet/shots/dews 5-F, 1-M
Born 5-17-24 $400 715-669-7509

REG PUG PUPPIES Fawn col-
ored, dews/shots, vet chk & de-
wormed $1200 715-536-0697 715-
316-2522 (#524892) (WCAN)

SEEKING FOREVER HOME
Miniature  Chinese  Shar-Pei
wants a lifetime home. Female,
ebony color. Home must have
dog door and a fenced yard. |
will be conducting a home visit
before handing her over. Good
with kids. Free of charge. 715-
610-9681

SHELTIE-AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES Ready to
go July 16th $300 715-218-2670

BichonPoo,
Cavachon Pups:

Teddybear,
ShihPoo,

Happy, Healthy, Playfull 12-24
wks. Shots, Vet checked. $350-
750. DHKennelLLC@gmail.com

or 715-823-2165. WI
268597

Lic#

YELLOW LAB PUPPIES Vet
Checked, Dewormed, shots, Born
5-6-24, 3-F, 5-M, Ready Now!
$350 715-229-2630

Agriculture Services 7292

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty
Roofs, Metal bldings Free Est
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Vacation For Rent 7421

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE informational
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! FREE consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

Motorcycles 7502

MOTORCYCLES WANTED!
Japanese Motorcycles
ok 19708 ***

Running or not running!
CASH PAID to you & easy
trailer pickup. Call 612-720-2142
today & Get Paid! (WCAN)

Vehicles Wanted 7554

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

GET A BREAK ON YOUR
TAXES! Donate Your Car, Truck or
SUV to assist the blind & visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025. Call HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Insurance 7308

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians ~ Mutual  Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516 www.den
tal50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARAN-
TEED LIFE INSURANCE! No
medical exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral & other
final expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company 844-
433-5898 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wcp (WCAN)

Health Care Services 7310

MobileHelp, America’s Premier
Mobile Medical Alert System.
Whether you're home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of
death, according to the AMERI-
CAN  HEART ASSOCIATION.
Screening can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact
Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

Internet 7318

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRE-
LESS home Internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25
mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

Satellites and Antennas 7324

DIRECTV All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for
Direct & get your first three
months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ & Cine-
max included. Choice package
$84.99/mo, Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get
your favorite live TV, sports, &
local channels. 99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 mos
(W/CHOICE Package or higher)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

Get DISH Satellite TV & Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus limited Time Up to
$600 in Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-
844-897-8523 (WCAN)

Gutters and Gutter Cleaning 7356

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-920-
3533 (WCAN)

Home Building Supply 7358

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MOBILITY! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day. For
a limited time, waving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by
dealer.) Offer ends 8/25/24 Call
833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES WITH BRIGGS & STRAT-
TON PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home standby generators avail-
able. Industry-leading comprehen-
sive warranty 7 years ($849 value)
Proudly make in the USA. Call
Briggs & Stratton 1-855-918-
3220 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in
as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
& No Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING
A NEW SHOWER? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE de-
sign consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

Painting and Wallpaper 7364

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.
Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,
Cabins, Homes.

Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

Roofing and Siding 7370

REPLACE YOUR ROOF wi/the
best looking & longest lasting ma-
terial, steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add’l 10%
off install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders) Call Erie
Metal ~ Roofs  1-877-845-6606
(WCAN)

HANSEM AUCTION GROUP OMLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

embrace e lving ot its finest

For Mare Information Call:
Mate Obitr 651-24%-4739
Hangen Auction Groug: 715-607-4411

NOW

BID

AT

Waterfront Cabin & Home with 450+ Ft Frontage on Third
Lake, Part of Moen Lake Chain - Rhinelander, WI

Diucower your periect waberiront feireal with this unigue property o the Mo Lake Chain in
Rhirelander, W Bosating 450= #t of fontage on Third Lake, this serene estate includes bothia
gozy I-bedroom, 1-bath cabin and a charming 1-bedroom, 1-bath house. Enjoy the stunning lake
wiewwrs and pescriul surroundings, ideal lor reliaation of entertainng. Whether yeung leoking for &
woekerd petaway of a penmanent home, this progenty offers an unparalisled ofportunity fo

3724 & 3726 M Limberast R, Rhinelsnder, Wi 54501
OMLINE BIDDING ENDS TUESDAY, JULY J0TH
I conguncticn with Hansen Real Estate Group

Tormc P Burrs Fon. Brce Harmen, regrder Wi s Boreer 1214

HANSENMAUCTIONGROUP.COM

Beyond Books: Community ArtShare
LEGO! LEGO! LEGO!

Exhibit:

Display
features even
more of the
Dunbars’
collection

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

For the third year, Tim
and Dawn Dunbar of Merrill
will share their collection
of completed Lego sets with
the community. During the
months of July and August,
the T.B. Scott Free Library
Beyond Books: Community
ArtShare Exhibit will be:
LEGO! LEGO! LEGO! and
will feature a new selection
of Lego creations from
their collection.

On display, viewers
can see the NASA Space
Launch System sets, Walt
Disney 100-year camera,
Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, Pirates of
Barracuda Bay, the Friends
apartment, a John Deere
logging skidder, the Hocus
Pocus Sanderson Sister’s
cottage, and more.

Part of the Dunbars’
extensive collection of 686
Lego sets that they’ve built
and have on display in their
home, this year’s selection
features just a tiny fraction
of the roughly 430,000
individual Lego pieces they
own within those creations.
“Finding space to display
them all continues to be
an issue,” they said. The
couple started collecting
and assembling Lego sets
in the 1980’s and hasn’t
stopped since.

The variety in their
collection is sure to delight
young and old alike, as they
marvel at how intricate

many of these Lego
creations are.
In addition, Tuesday,

July 23, 2024, is Lego Day at
the Library. Kids can enjoy
Lego stations and other
Lego-themed activities in
the Youth Department and
enter a drawing to win
a Lego set of their own.
Tim and Dawn will also be
available from 4-6 p.m. that
day to give tours of their
sets, answer questions, and
they will also be assembling
a surprise Lego set. Stop by
to see what it will be. “It’s
going to be a Lego-riffic
day!” organizers said.

STAND
ouT

from the crowd!

oA

Advertise your
business to
thousands of
potential
customers
each week

715-536-7121

Just a few examples of the Lego sets that will be on display this

year. Submitted photos.
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Church Mutual President and CEO Alan Ogilvie shared an
update on Church Mutual at a combined meeting of the
Merrill Optimists and Rotary clubs on Wednesday, June
12, 2024. He provided an overview of the company’s
corporate structure and information about the importance
of diversification. He also explained how catastrophic
weather events impact the insurance industry and,
ultimately, insurance customers. Ogilvie assured the group
that Church Mutual has no plans to move its headquarters
out of Merrill.

Photo courtesy of Church Mutual Insurance
Company.

Check us out online!
lIfotonews.com

Did you know ...

It's illegal to remove cicadas

(or any other insects or animals) from state parks

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

A recent press release from the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) reminds state park
visitors that it is illegal to remove
any insects or other animals from
state park properties unless you are
hunting or fishing with a permit
to do so. While cicadas are largely
confined to the southern part of our
state, all the recent “buzz” about the
simultaneous emergence of both
13- and 17-year cycle cicadas within
the U.S. (an event that is said to
happen only once every 221 years)
has prompted a great interest in the
sometimes noisy insects. That recent
fascination has also led to park
visitors collecting the insects, which
is against the law. (Did you know
some people even eat them, referring
to cicadas as “tree shrimp” and
cooking them similarly, while others
eat chocolate-covered cicadas?)

Multiple reports of people
harvesting cicadas at Big Foot Beach
State Park in Walworth County
prompted the DNR to craft their
release, reminding park visitors
that “state law prohibits the capture
and removal of animals, including
insects, from state park properties.”

“There are exceptions for hunting

A close-up look at a cicada.

and fishing activities that are
otherwise authorized by law,” the
release said, “but these exceptions
do not provide for the collection and
removal of cicadas.”

“DNR park staff and wardens have

Stock photo courtesy of Pixabay.

been instructed to make efforts to
first educate the public on cicadas in
state parks, and wardens may take
enforcement action in response to
violations,” the release said.

Ao Spray Foam
‘N M16465 Bachelors Ave,
Thor I W1 54771

¥ I_!__(’_'\

r=
NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE DIRECTORY

Commercial
Residential
& Agricultural

Call Jerry at 608-696-8617

) 1 lity At Its Finest
) NORTHERN WISCONSIN'S LARGEST RARE COIN & Your Dream Builder Kenneth S (ﬁ’a’y Excavati o G
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING We Can Hel enneth Schug Lxcavating o s vecoie
] «0ld U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money. e Lan (S p--- o P & Truckin LLC '~
— 8, Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds. o Sheds ;H‘_gr‘_' n | g,
« 0ld sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices. o T . @ﬂ
«No Collection 00 SWALL or LARGE 0" - g % For Al Your Excavating Needs '

 Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

Augie’s Collectibles

11 South 2nd St. e Tomahawk, WI 54487
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment.

(715) 453-3141

PODEWELT?Z,

Site Work e Ponds ® Basements e Driveways ® Demolition ® Ditching
Drain Tile ® Lawns ® Exterior Plumbing ¢ Septic Systems ¢ Manure Pits e Etc.
Fully Insured e Residential, Commercial & Agricultural

ATHENS, WI ¢ 715-257-7193

_ M-J 67N

N Shingled Roofs
N Tear Offs
N Fascia & Soffit
N Rubber Roofs

Locally Owned e Fully Insured e State Certified e Free Estimates

715.224.2375 _Tomahawk, Wi

 Shops
THORNE
ConsTrucTioN LLC Call An Expert!

Fully Insured » Joseph Thorne 715-432-51 9 4

256269

Free Estimates
+ Light Excavating
- Demolitions/Removal
+ Stump Removal
- Dump Treiler Service
+ Trenching...

and more
+ Fully Insured

Repair Service, LLC
Heating ¢ Cooling * Sheet Metal

1716

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

Gleason, WI.

715-216-4H682

% TRANE'

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up

2839

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch ¢ Owner/Operator

Co

Seal Coating

* Clam Truck Service T Crack Seali ng LOCALLY OWNED
) 333} n";‘é;f:;j’;ﬁﬁcks : Striping L-w:"“"" - Serving the area for 20 years.
Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years | 5 955 g 1 g'g v To pSOil FREE ESTIMATES

Prompt Service ¢ Fair Prices

353513

Bus: 715-297-0907

Commercial, Residential & Township Spray Patching www.bpseamless.com Email: bpseamless@gmail.com

Jensenchipsealcoat@gmail.com
Call Mark

Ek 12 503 5460

¢ Hidden Fastener Snap Lock

Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

371088

KNOTTY

PINE

. HICKORY ¢« OAK * POPLAR

Tired of re-roo?ﬁng ¢ \entilated at Peak T&G PANELING
Y(')Il‘llr{hl(fmx e 4 Star Hail & Fire Resistant DOORS & TRIM

. . Full Service Prefinishin

STEEL ROOEF! e Can Be Installed Over Existing Roof Serving the DIY P

Better price. More options.

N

Est. 2013

Wisco
Steel Roofing, LLC

« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty « 4-Star
Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient 28 Colors Available

195697

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?

Try a Steel Roof!
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

241536 Corlad Rd. Athens, Wl 54411
Call Lawrence @ 715-257-1011

SHOWROOM OPEN
MON.-FRI. 9AM-6PM, SAT. 9AM-NOON

Do it Once,
Do it Right!

338659

715-314-2295

Jerry Stutzman
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The three new inductees at this year’s Merrill Baseball Hall of
Fame ceremony, L to R: Dave Pyan, Mike Helmuth, and Jeff

Beyer.

in Saturday night’s program.

Six members of the 1990 and 1991 MHS Varsity Baseball teams
were in attendance, representing their teams that were honored

Mike Helmuth (new HOF inductee) is pictured with his father Bill
(a past HOF inductee) and mother Jan.

Submitted photos.

New inductees welcomed into
Merrill Baseball Hall of Fame

BY TINA L. SCOTT 28, 2024, was moved to the Merrill Baseball Hall of other elite Merrill baseball as player, coach, and Conference Championship
EDITOR Saturday, June 29, due to Fame. players engraved on the contributor. and the MHS Varsity
The Merrill Baseball inclement weather. Between Jeff Beyer, Mike HOF plaque on the historic Two teams were also Baseball Team that
Hall of Fame (HOF) night the two American Legional Helmuth, and Dave Pyan granite wall at Athletic honored: The Merrill won the 1991 WIAA
originally scheduled to Tournament ball games, the were inducted into the Park. Beyer and Helmuth High School (MHS) Varsity State Tournament were
take place on Friday, June Merrill Baseball Program Merrill Baseball HOF and were recognized as players, Baseball Team that won recognized during the

inducted new members into  their names join the list of and Pyan was recognized the 1990 Wisconsin Valley ceremony.

| CAMPUS BRIEFS |
publishing the Dean’s List. Eligibility + Kellie Annala, Athens, Clinical (ASBMB) Certification

Ament graduates requires students to be in good academic Laboratory Science Major « Alana Polak, Merrill, Elementary/

from Marquette standing, have a minimum 3.70 semester + Nicole Zoellner, Gleason, Exercise and Middle Education Major
. o GPA, and completed at least 12 credits, Sport Science Major: Exercise Science - «Jacob Schnabl, Merrill, Communication
UnlverSIty with no incompletes, no courses below the Pre-professional Track Studies Major: Organizational and

Hannah Ament of Merrill graduated
from Marquette University in Milwaukee
and earned a Juris Doctor degree in Law
at the completion of the spring semester,
one of 2,852 students to graduate from
Marquette in May. The university
celebrated its 143rd Commencement with
a series of events, including Graduate
Recognition Ceremonies at Fiserv Forum
and a Baccalaureate Mass on campus.

Dengel named
to Marquette
University’s spring
2024 Dean’s List

Dawson Dengel of Merrill has been
named to the Dean’s List for the spring
2024 semester at Marquette University in
Milwaukee. Dengel is pursuing a Bachelor
of Science in Information Systems. To
make the Dean’s List, students must have
earned at least 12 credits for the spring
2024 semester and have no disqualifying
grades. The grade point average (GPA)
threshold varies by college - for the College
of Education and the Klingler College of
Arts and Sciences, undergraduate students
must have at least a 3.7 to be named to the
Dean’s List.

UW-Eau Claire
announces spring
Dean’s List

The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
extends congratulations to the students
with outstanding academic performance
named to the spring 2024 dean’s list. At
the end of each semester, each of UW-
Eau Claire’s four colleges recognizes
excellence in scholastic achievement by

100 level, no repeats, and no Satisfactory/
Unsatisfactory registrations (except in
degree credit-bearing courses that are
offered only on the S/U grading system in
which a grade of S has been earned).

Students from our area who were named
to the spring Dean’s List are:

- Shauna Belter, Athens, College of
Education & Human Sciences

» Cassandra Riehle, Athens, College of
Business

« Kaitlyn Riehle, Athens, College of
Business

» Ryder Depies, Merrill, College of Arts
and Sciences

» Lydia McIntyre, Merrill, College of
Education & Human Sciences

» Bailey Orzech, Merrill, College of
Education & Human Sciences

» Matthew Palazzo, Merrill, College of
Education & Human Sciences

« Allison Palecek, Merrill, College of
Education & Human Sciences

» Tanaya Pillai, Merrill, College of Arts
and Sciences

» Amelia Skoviera, Merrill, College of
Arts and Sciences

+ Macey Jo Weix, Merrill, College of
Nursing and Health Sciences

« Amber Winter, Merrill, College of
Education & Human Sciences

UW-La Crosse
announces spring
2024 Dean’s List

Area students were named to the Dean’s
List at the University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse for the spring semester of the 2023-
24 academic year, which ended in May.
To be eligible, students must have earned
at least a 3.5 semester GPA and carried a
minimum of 12 credits. Students on the
Dean’s List from this area include:

Real Rewards,

Year After Year

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for

the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

» Cody Depies, Merrill, Communication
Studies Major: Media Studies Emphasis

» Breannon Herdt, Merrill, Psychology
Major

+ Angela Hinner, Merrill, Biology Major

« Kaitlin Kalafice, Merrill, Psychology
Major

- Danyelle Kottke, Merrill, Accountancy
Major

« Erin Kremsreiter, Merrill, International
Business Major

- Emma Marlowe, Merrill, Elementary/
Middle Education and Special Education
Major

« Aliyah Pillai, Merrill, Biochemistry
Major with American Society for
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Professional Communication Emphasis
« Lydia Schult, Merrill, Biology Major
» Logan White, Merrill, Marketing Major

Local student
wins Sophomore
Research Fellowship

The University of Wisconsin-Madison
has awarded 51 Sophomore Research
Fellowships, funded by generous grants
from the Brittingham Wisconsin Trust,
the Kemper K. Knapp Bequest, and the
Provost’s Office. The Fellowships are

See BRIEF'S page 16

2024 Merrill

Baseball Schedule

Merrill Rangers
Sun. July 7 Rhinelander Away 12:00 pm
Merrill Post 46
Mon. July 8 Antigo Away 7:00 pm
Tues. July 9 Plover Away 7:00 pm
Merrill Jr. Legion
Mon. July 8 Antigo Home 7:00 pm
Tues. July 9 Plover (DH) Home 5:30 pm
Ehf SgoﬂSf t PROTECTING ﬂ'llll'dl
alénaar or events J,""
is sponsored by: THE GH(EE ILTER- Utua g
INSURANCE g

Nicolet

NATIONAL BANK

800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com




Page 16

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Thursday, July 4, 2024

The Merrill Free Masons - Virginia Falls 226 sold popcorn at the Gazebo nights in Merrill
last year and spilt the money they raised between multiple organizations. One grateful
recipient of funds was the Lincoln County Humane Society. The group recently donated
$500 to help the pets at the shelter.

NWTFC highlights tobacco
compliance checks, online
training for retailers

The Northwoods
Tobacco-Free Coalition
(NWTFC) recently

highlighted the positive
impacts of tobacco
compliance checks and
provided information on
training for retailers.

In a release, NWTFC
said early all commercial
tobacco use begins during
aperson’s teens and young
adulthood.

“While the legal
purchasing age for tobacco
products is 21 years old,
many middle school and
high school youth report

nicotine use,” NWTFC
said.

“Preventing youth
access to tobacco is

crucial for the health
and well-being of our
communities,” said
Moriah Gross, Wisconsin
Wins Coordinator for the
NWTFC.

Wisconsin Wins is a
statewide initiative that
focuses on preventing
youth access to tobacco
products through retailer
education, training, and
inspections. NWTFC

o

I0LA “24

r———

coordinates the Wisconsin
Wins program in six
counties -  Florence,
Forest, Lincoln, Oneida,
Price, and Vilas.
Year-round inspections,
also known as compliance
checks, help ensure
underage individuals
cannot purchase
commercial tobacco
products from local
retailers. Tobacco retailers
are subject to unannounced
inspections from both the
state’s Wisconsin Wins
program and the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) as a condition of
holding a tobacco license.
NWTFC said retailers
are a “valuable line of
defense in preventing
youth access to
commercial tobacco.”

Submitted photo.

NORTHWOODS
tobacco

FREE

COALITION

Free online training
is available to educate
retailers and their
employees about tobacco
laws. The training can
assist retailers in further
understanding their
responsibilities and how to
properly comply with the
law.

“We are thankful for the
support from our valuable
retailers,” NWTFC said.
“Together, we can help
ensure tobacco remains
out of the hands of our
youth.”

Free online training
and tools are available at
WITobaccoCheck.org.

To learn more about
Wisconsin  Wins, visit
wiwins.org or contact
Gross at mgross@
oneidacountywi.gov.
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Lincoln County Humane Society (LCHS) would like to send a big thank you to Trinity
Lutheran School Student Council of Wausau. They hosted a schoolwide penny war and
chose LCHS as the place they wanted their donation to go to. They raised $1,517.08 for
the pets! How incredible is that! “Thank you so much for being so kind and choosing
LCHS!” the staff and volunteers at LCHS said.

PRAIRIE
DELLS
from page 6

The Prairie River,
a tributary of the

Wisconsin River, is in
total approximately 40
miles long, and the Prairie
River Dells Scenic Area is
adjacent to just one small
section of the river that
extends from Horseshoe
Lake in northwestern
Langlade County and runs
mostly southwest through
southeastern Lincoln
County and through
Merrill until it meets and
joins the Wisconsin River
not far west of the dam
located in the city.

The Prairie River once
had two dams controlling
its flow in Lincoln County;
both were removed in the
1990’s.

The Prairie Dells Dam
had been designed to
produce hydroelectric
power but, due to an
engineering error when it
was reconstructed circa
1905, it never actually
generated a single watt of
energy and simply sat there
unused and unmaintained
for about 100 years. When
its infrastructure began
to fail, the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) removed
it in 1991, but it took a lot
of dynamite to do the job.
Prior to its demise, Prairie
River Pond was a two-mile
pond in the area, but that

no longer exists except on
maps.

The Ward Dam, the
second dam on the Prairie
River, was operated and
maintained by the Ward
Paper Mill, but after the
paper mill closed and,
without an entity willing
to maintain it structurally,
it was also ultimately
removed (amid protests) in
late 1999. This drew down
what had been a 118-acre
lake above that dam.

With its removal, the
next century was ushered
in with the Prairie River
returned to its former free
run, back to the way it had
been prior to the 1890’s. It
also restored the optimal
habitat for trout, making
the Prairie River one of
the most popular areas in
the state for trout fishing.
Within just a few years after
removing the Prairie Dells
Dam, the reproduction of
natural brook trout had
increased 30-fold. Both
brook and brown trout are
now abundant. [Sidenote:
The Wisconsin record
brook trout was set on the
Prairie River in 1944 when
a fisherman caught a 9
pound, 15 ounce brookie!]

Starting back at the
parking area, there is
another wider trail that,
though a slightly longer
walk, provides an even
more impressive view and
the opportunity to walk
through the forest, along
the river bank via tall wild
grasses and flowers if you
so desire - where you may

meet or see a fisherman en
route to theriver’s edge, and
ultimately to a large and
picturesque  outcropping
of huge rocks you can
explore. Navigating them
carefully, you can then
fully appreciate a gorgeous
view of the Prairie River
in the gorge below where
it cuts through steep rock
walls. This is a great place
to sit and reflect, snap
photos, and enjoy the
natural beauty around you.
Though sometimes marred
by graffiti, the huge rock
formations are fun to climb
on - just be very careful!

Few would imagine the
beauty that awaits them
just a short way from the
small gravel parking area,
and the opportunities for
exploration just beyond
it. Other walking trails
and natural wildlife trails
in the woods also await
exploration and may offer a
glimpse at wildlife native to
the area.

Many area residents
consider the Prairie Dells
Scenic Area a hidden
treasure, but more visitors
and tourists are beginning
to discover the beautiful
spot. Whether you're a
kayaker or a photographer,
enjoy trout fishing or
hiking, or just want to
explore all that the Prairie
River has to offer in Lincoln
County, you’ll want to add
the Prairie Dells Scenic
Area to your list of day
trips!

BRIEFS from page 15

awards of $2,500 each to undergraduate
students and $500 to their faculty/staff
advisors to work in collaboration on

research projects. This year UW-Madison
received a record number applicants. Two

Merrill students have won fellowships:
« Carl Knaack, Merrill, Anthropology,

Classical Humanities

« Izzy Sunby, Merrill, Political Science,

Spanish

Zastrow named to
Spring 2024 Dean’s
List at Carthage
College

Jaye Zastrow of Athens was named to the
Spring 2024 Dean’s List at Carthage College.

Dean’s List honors are accorded to Carthage

students who achieve a minimum 3.5 GPA

while carrying at least 12 letter-graded
credits in a given semester.

MOVIE

from page 5

chagrin of his long-term
girlfriend, Hector decides
to hit the road in search of
what happiness is and how
to achieve it.

Along the way, Hector
meets a billionaire
businessman who has lost
sight of what happiness is,
amonk who finds happiness
everywhere, a drug dealer
who only wants his wife
to be healthy and happy, a

medical doctor, an African
warlord who is baffled at
his quest, and a medical
researcher who is seeking
the chemical reaction to
happiness. Along the way,
he connects with each, all of
whom play a part in helping
Hector find happiness, both
for himself and for those he
loves and cares for.

This one is worth
seeking out. It never seems
contrived, and its only
message is finding your own
happiness. And it will have a

direct effect on those around
you.

Hector and the Search
for Happiness has a top-
notch cast and we root for
Hector on his quest. After
all, are we not all in search
of happiness?

Now streaming on
Amazon Prime, Hector and
the Search for Happiness
is rated R for some strange
reason and I give it a solid
four out of five stars. It’s
just a damn good movie.



