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Tomahawk man recreates ‘Uncle Pancake’ Leader photo 30-plus years later

Trig’s Tomahawk employee 
Christina Powers to compete 
for National Best Bagger title
Store to host send-off rally tomorrow 

ahead of Las Vegas trip

Mike Massa fi rst attended TES 
event with children in ‘93, then 
with grandchildren last month

BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER EDITOR

TOMAHAWK – While taking part in an event at Tomahawk 
Elementary School (TES), an area man recreated a one-of-a-
kind photo published in the Tomahawk Leader more than 30 
years ago.

Kari Massa said her father, Mike Massa, a lifetime Toma-
hawk resident, recently attended Family Night at TES for the 
“Uncle Pancake” event, which includes all-you-can-eat pan-
cakes with a twist: those in line for fl apjacks have the option 
to have them tossed into the air to be caught on their plate. 

The accompanying black-and-white photo, showing Mike 
trying to reel in airborne pancakes, was taken in May 1993 
and published in the Tomahawk Leader. On that day, Mike 
had taken his wife and Kari and her sisters to the event.

The color photo, captured on Tuesday, Feb. 20, depicts Mike 
once again attempting to catch aerial pancakes – but this time, 
his grandchildren, who are students at TES, were on hand.

“When I saw that TES was providing an opportunity to 
relive this experience, I knew that my family had to attend,” 
Kari stated. “It wasn’t until we were standing in line for pan-
cakes that I told my dad that I was going to try and recreate 
the picture of  him in the Leader fi les from ‘93.” 

Kari noted that Mike was successful in catching his pan-
cakes…in 2024.

Photo courtesy of Kari MassaTomahawk Leader photo

Christina Powers (right), an employee at Trig’s Tomahawk, took 
� rst place in the Great Wisconsin Bag-Off in Oct. 2023. Powers 
will travel to Las Vegas to take part in next week’s national-level 
competition. Contributed photo

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – After 
winning the Great Wiscon-
sin Bag-O�  last year, Trig’s 
Tomahawk employee Chris-
tina Powers is preparing to 
compete for the National 
Best Bagger title.

Powers took the top spot 
in the state-level competi-
tion, hosted by the Wiscon-
sin Grocers Association 
(WGA), in Oct. 2023. The 
Wisconsin title earned Pow-
ers an invitation to compete 
at the national level, an all-
expense paid trip for two 
to Las Vegas, Nev., $500.00 
cash and a trophy.

The national competition 
will be held at the National 

Grocer’s Association (NGA) 
Convention in Las Vegas, 
Nev., slated for Sunday, 
March 10 through Tuesday, 
March 12.

Powers will work her 
last shift tomorrow (Thurs-
day, March 7) before going 
“wheels up” to Las Vegas 
with the Trig’s team. Trig’s 
Tomahawk store is invit-
ing the community to join 
them in a rally to wish Pow-
ers luck and send her o�  in 
style. 

At 11 a.m., an internal 
bag-o�  contest will be held 
near the back of  the pro-
duce department to get 

Powers
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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EDUCATE SHOWCASE INSP IRE

For two days with area leaders and
experts as we explore the status of

our local economy, available
resources, exciting plans and

opportunities, and learn about the
new direction of the

Lincoln County Economic
Development Corporation.

Meet our event speakers:

When:
March 14, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
March 15, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Where:
Bierman Building/Expo Center

303 North Sales Street
Merrill, WI 54452

RSVP:
Online registration required!

Visit lincolncountyedc.org/summit
OR

opportunities, and learn about the
new direction of the

Lincoln County Economic
Development Corporation.

annual summit 2024

Lincoln
County

annual summit 2024

Lincoln
County

Join Us!

Mark O’Connell
Wisconsin Counties Association

Dr. Jeannie Worden
Northcentral Technical College

Angel Laidlaw
Centergy, Inc

Melinda Osterberg
WEDC

Patrick Gatterman
SBDC

Tommy Wartman
Grow North

Andy Faust
NCWRPC

Kristen Fish-Peterson
CWED

Dee Olsen
Merrill Area United Way

Scan to

register

now!

Thank you to our Sponsors!

CAREER FAIR &
VOLUNTEER EXPO
MARCH 15, 2024
3:00PM - 4:30PM
Bierman Building/

Expo Center
Open to all!!

LCEDC’s 25th
Anniversary Celebration:
TASTE OF MERRILL

MARCH 15, 2024
5:00PM - 9:00PM

Bierman Building/Expo Center
Tickets online or at the door!

Friends! Music! Food! Drinks!
www.lincolncountyedc.org

www.lincolncountyedc.org

annual summit 2024

County
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Tomahawk resident Mark Martello retires

COURTESY OF THE 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS

IRON MOUNTAIN, 
MICH. – After 40 years 
of  federal service, Mark 
Martello, of  Tomahawk, 
retired from the Oscar 
G. Johnson VA Medical 
Center in Iron Mountain, 
Mich.

Martello’s retirement 
took effect on Saturday, 
Feb. 24.

Martello was born in 
Chicago, but he got to 
Wisconsin as soon as he 
could. He was raised in 
Tomahawk and is the son 
of  Angelo and Beverly 
Martello. He graduated 
from Tomahawk High 
School, the University of  
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

and the University of  
Minnesota-Duluth with a 
Master’s degree in social 
work. 

Martello started his 
long career in federal ser-
vice with an enlistment in 
the U.S. Navy Submarine 
Service, where he served 
for six years. Upon dis-
charge from the Navy, 
he returned to Wiscon-
sin to attend college. He 
continued to serve in the 
Wisconsin Army National 
Guard in Merrill and An-
tigo during college and 
graduate school. 

After completing his 
Master’s degree in social 
work, he returned to ac-
tive duty, this time with 
the U.S. Air Force, serving 
as an Air Force clinical so-

cial worker for almost 15 
years, retiring at the rank 
of  Major. While in the Air 
Force, he deployed to Iraq.

After his distinguished 
military career, Martello 
continued in federal ser-
vice with the Veterans Ad-
ministration. He started 
at the Tomah VA Medi-
cal Center in the Wausau 
Clinic, working for a 
year, before transferring 
to the Oscar G. Johnson 
VA Health Care System 
Rhinelander Clinic in 
2011. Martello returned 
to the Department of  De-
fense for a year, working 
for the Army in Hawaii 
in 2015-16. He also spent 
a year working for North 
Central Healthcare Cen-
ter in the Merrill and 

Tomahawk offices in 2018-
19 before again returning 
to the Oscar G. Johnson 
VA Medical Center Rhine-
lander Clinic. 

Martello ended his ser-
vice to our nation as the 
leader of  the OGJVAMC 
Homeless Program, where 
his team excelled in as-
sisting homeless veterans 
find and keep stable hous-
ing. One hundred percent 
of  the veterans housed 
by the OGJVAMC Home-
less Program in 2023 were 
housed at the end of  the 
year. 

Martello holds inde-
pendent level licenses in 
clinical social work in 
the states of  Idaho and 
Wisconsin. He is a Board-
Certified Diplomate in 
Clinical Social Work by 
the American Board of  
Clinical Social Work. He 
has completed special-
ized training in Eye Move-
ment Desensitization and 
Reprocessing, Cognitive 
Processing Therapy, Pro-
longed Exposure Therapy, 
Virtual Reality Expo-
sure Therapy, Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy for 
Depression, Cognitive Be-
havioral Therapy for In-
somnia, Cognitive Behav-
ioral Therapy for Chronic 
Pain, Cognitive Behavior-
al Conjoint Therapy for 
PTSD and Interpersonal 
Psychotherapy for De-
pression. 

Martello has been the 
recipient of  the Meritori-
ous Service Medal with 
two oak leaf  clusters, 
Air Force Commendation 
Medal with one oak leaf  
cluster, Army Commenda-
tion Medal with one oak 
leaf  cluster, Air Force 

Achievement Medal, Cer-
tificate of  Recognition-
VA National Director of  
Social Work and the Di-
rectors Team Excellence 
Award-OGJVAMC. 

Martello is a lifetime 
member of  VFW Post 2687 
in Tomahawk.

Tomahawk resident Mark Martello retired from the Oscar G. 
Johnson VA Medical Center in Iron Mountain, Mich., last month, 
capping 40 years of federal service. Contributed photo
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ANNUAL POLICYHOLDERS MEETING
March 19, 2024

NEW LOCATION! Hotel Marsh�eld
2700 S Central Avenue, Marsh�eld, WI 54449

Check In – 9:45am • Coffee and Cookies • Meeting – 10:00am

RSVP by March 12, 2024 by calling 715-387-8454

359607

Hiring!We are
JOIN
OUR
TEAM

APPLY IN-PERSON
1815 Water Street • 605 N. Ohio Street

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers!
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer,

including those with a disability and veterans.

4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday

• Attendance BONUS
(Up to additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance

• Paid Holidays and Vacations

• Excellent Low Cost Bene�ts
(Health, Dental, Vision)

Individual: $88/Month

Spouse: +$140/Month

Child: +$63/Month

359254

• Machine Operator #1, 2nd Shift - $23.65/HR
• Crew Member, $19.21 - 20.71/HR

Gary Sterr, Tomahawk

ED

355805
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LENT SPECIAL!

Certain restrictions apply, not valid with other o
ers.
Antigo, Merrill, Tomahawk

6” Tuna
$459!Reg. $5.69

AshWednesday Feb. 14 thru Easter SundayMar. 31, 2024

EVERY DAY, ALL DAY!

Saturday,
March 9, 2024

10:00 AM

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
133641 Cty. Rd. L. Athens, WI

See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230
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OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

Diesel 100 Tractor • 52-foot Semi-Trailer • 100’s of Shop Tools
• Toolboxes • Gun Collection & Knife Collection • Car

• Pickup Trucks • 3 & 4 Wheelers • Mowers • Generators
• Lawn Mowers • Motor Bike • Household and Much Much More

Need Pet Food?
If it is a hardship to

feed your pet,
Paws 2 Think can help.

is a non-pro�t organization
to help local pets in need.
For more information, call
Sunnie at 715-612-5866 32
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ballots on new equipment 

utilizing modernized system
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LINCOLN COUNTY – 
Lincoln County voters will 
soon cast ballots on new 
equipment utilizing a mod-
ernized voting system.

A release from the Lin-
coln County Clerk’s Office 
said the Lincoln Coun-
ty Election Equipment 
Evaluation Team, con-
sisting of  county and mu-
nicipal election officials, 
chose to remain with the 
county’s current election 
equipment vendor, Elec-
tion Systems & Software 
(ES&S) after a compre-
hensive review of  avail-
able systems certified by 
the State of  Wisconsin’s 
Election Commission. 

“The Evaluation Team 
determined that the ES&S 
system provides a fully-
auditable voting solution 
that is accurate, secure 
and accessible to all vot-
ers,” the release stated. 
“Just as importantly, the 
equipment is easy for both 
poll workers and election 
officials to navigate and 
manage.” 

Lincoln County Clerk 
Chris Marlowe said he 
led the process to deter-
mine the best possible 
scenario for replacing the 
county’s aging AutoMark 
machines, which served 

the county’s accessible 
voting equipment needs 
since 2008. 

“I provided the re-
sources the Evaluation 
Team needed to make an 
educated decision on what 
best fits our local election 
needs and budgets here in 
Lincoln County,” Marlowe 
stated. “I, in fact, left the 
final decision to our town 
officials. They unani-
mously decided to stick 
with our current vendor, 
whom they felt provided 
the top product.”

Marlowe noted that the 
decision to remain with 
ES&S will “simplify the 
transition for our voters 
and election officials.” 

The release said the 
new system “uses a vari-
ety of  functions to ensure 
election information and 
cast vote records are se-
cure.”

According to the re-
lease, the new system in-
cludes ExpressVote, a uni-
versal voting system uses 
touch-screen technology 
to produce a paper ballot, 
allowing voters to review 
their selections and verify 
that their vote was re-
corded accurately before 
submitting for tabulation. 

“The fully auditable 
ExpressVote eliminates 
marginal marks and the 

need for interpretation 
of  the voter’s intent,” the 
release stated. “Votes can 
be cast using the touch 
screen, a detachable UVC 
keyboard or with ADA 
support peripherals, such 
as a sip and puff  device.” 

Also featured in the 
new system is DS200, a 
poll place scanner and 
tabulator that includes 
physical security features 
to secure sensitive compo-
nents and election files. 

The release said the 
DS200 operating system 
controls, limits and de-
tects unauthorized access 
to all critical data and 
includes safeguards that 
help protect sensitive data 
and verify authenticity. 

Lincoln County’s 
DS200s have been in ser-
vice since 2010. 

“The DS200 did need 
an upgrade to its operat-
ing system to allow the 
machine to be compatible 
with the ExpressVote,” 
the release said, noting 
that the DS200 machines 
“will be very familiar to 
our voters, but the screen 
itself  will appear different 
and perhaps more mod-
ern. “

The release said the 
new system replaces 
the outdated AutoMark, 
which used Windows 7 

for its operating system. 
Microsoft announced last 
year that it would no lon-
ger support the outdated 
Windows 7 platform. 

“Microsoft ultimately 
doomed the AutoMark’s 
fate, deeming its operat-
ing system obsolete,” Mar-
lowe stated. “This forced 
the county to replace the 
equipment. We went in 
open-minded, viewing this 
as an opportunity to do a 
deep dive into all the vot-
ing systems available to 
our voters here in Wis-
consin. After reviewing 
the other vendors and the 
systems they sell, we de-
termined we already had 
the best available tabula-
tor and would not have to 
replace them at this time. 
This also made the addi-
tion of  the ExpressVote 
the most cost effective so-
lution. We feel good about 
our decision and are look-
ing forward to the public’s 
response after the April 2 
Election.” 

Powers warmed up. From 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Trig’s 
will provide a free Smoke-
house World’s Best Brat or 
Hot Dog lunch from their 
Community Brat Hut, and 
cake will be provided in 
the store. 

“The Great Wisconsin 
Bag-O� is Wisconsin’s 
version of  the National 
Best Bagger Competition 
and determines who rep-
resents our home state 
in Vegas,” a release from 
Trig’s said. “According to 
the WGA, the purpose of  
the bagging competition 
is to encourage teaching 
and development of  skills 
to successful bagging, pro-
moting fair and friendly 
competition among re-
tailers and incorporating 
guest service knowledge 
and skills into a learning 
experience.” 

The release said bag-
gers are judged on five 
criteria: speed, proper bag 
building technique, style, 

attitude and appearance, 
number of  bags used and 
uniform bag weight. The 
competition includes both 
a live interview and the 
timed bag-o�.

NGA, a trade associa-
tion focused on represent-
ing the independent sector 
of  the food industry, has 
been hosting the Best Bag-
ger Competition for over 
30 years and has partici-
pation from more than 25 
states.

“We are incredibly 
proud of  Christina’s ac-
complishment,” said Bob 
Jaskolski, President and 
CEO of  T.A. Solberg Com-
pany. “This is an outstand-
ing achievement and a 
credit to the great job she 
does for us every day. Her 
hard work and commit-
ment to excellence have 
not only contributed to 
her success, but have also 
set a remarkable example 
for our newer baggers. We 
are excited to celebrate 
with Christina and con-
gratulate her on this well-
deserved recognition.”

POWERS
FROM PAGE 1

Local news online
www.TomahawkLeader.com
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Pastor Carolyn Rauschert,
Retired

Formerly of
St. Barnabas Church
Associated Clergy

of Tomahawk

Have you ever wondered why things are happening in your life the
way they are? Have you ever asked God why is this happening or
asked is this your plan Lord? I know I have.

I had felt called to the Northwood’s of Tomahawk for a very long
time. My family vacationed here every summer when I was a child.
And I attended St. Barnabas Church on vacation. I loved this small
community.

When I was called to seminary and ministry, I wanted to come here.
St. Barnabas had lost their pastor and it seemed logical. But God sent
me everywhere but here.

In 2007, I was being called to Marion, Illinois to St. James Church
in the Hale Deanery. It was exactly 5 hours south of where I thought
I’d be. I was very confused, but I trusted God. I worked hard and
�t right in. I found out when I was due to collect my social security
that I was 17 hours short of being able to collect health insurance in
Illinois from my teachers retirement plan. The only thing I could do
was to substitute teach for several years to earn back those hours.
I really needed that health insurance and my social security.

Later I received a call to St. Ambrose, Antigo in 2010, I was stunned
to realize that God, in his wisdom, had made me serve in Illinois
because he knew about my insurance situation. I had no clue. God
wanted me to do ministry and serve him, but he cared about my
�nances too!

When we choose to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, God enters into the
plan he has had for us all along. Our only job is to obey and trust him,
even if it seems crazy. Serving the Lord can be a sacri�ce.

God has a plan for you too. It may be very di�erent from what you
expect. You may have spiritual gifts that are still uncovered. Maybe
you are called to teach Sunday school or go back to school or to
move to another state. Maybe you are to stay in Tomahawk and
volunteer somewhere. You have to ask him.

Esther was asked to join other women as a companion for the King
(Esther: 2-17). She ended up being Queen and saved the Jewish
people from being annihilated. Esther is a short book in the Old
Testament. Pick up your Bible and read about her. She was a heroine
in a very unlikely scenario. In fact, if you read your Bible regularly,
you’ll discover that God uses women heroines often. It is evident
that God providentially placed Esther in a strange place as part of
his perfect plan.

What strange place has he led you? St. Paul writes in his letter
to the Romans (Romans 11: 33-36), “Oh, the depth of the riches
and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and inscrutable are his ways!”

He’s not going to tell you ahead of time. He’s going to see if you
will trust and obey him. We only can look back and see that it was
the right thing to do.

If you are questioning an important decision, ask him to enter into it.
Pray about it. Give it a little time to formulate. Ask your pastor or a
trusted Christian friend to guide you. “Who knows but that you have
come to your royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14)

Pastor Carolyn Rauschert, Associated Clergy of Tomahawk.

DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk

356797

Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat., 5 pm • Sun., 9 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.org

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

201 West Merrill Ave., Tomahawk
9am Sunday Service & live-streamed on

our Facebook page.
Pastors- Janel and Mike Voelker

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 9am, Sabbath School: 10:15am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference

PASTOR
the

34
01
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Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using the
Bible as the authority for my answers.

Last week I had closed with the remark that God wants
us, not religious activities. Today, we shall continue looking at
that topic with the understanding that if God has us, then we
will do His will.

In Matthew 7:21, Jesus said, Not every one that says
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that does will of my Father who is in heaven. Jesus said
that only those who do His Father’s will, will enter Heaven.
To be sure we do not mistake being religious with doing His
Father’s will, Jesus went on to say in verses 22 and 23, Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in your name? and in your name have cast out demons? and
in your name done many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me. So we
might ask, What is doing the will of God?

In John 6:28, some people asked Jesus, What shall we
do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus’ answer in
verse 29 was, that you believe on him whom he has sent.
God’s will is that we would believe on Jesus Christ, the One
whom God sent to us and describes for us in the Bible. In 1
John 2:22,23 we are clearly told that if we do not believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, then we do not know God.

In Micah 6 we �nd another time when people asked
what God wanted them to do. The response of God’s prophet
(Micah) was that God has shown you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you, but to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8).
To put it in a more modern paraphrase: God told you long ago
that He wants you to recognize the di�erence between right
and wrong (do justly), to love showing mercy to others (love
mercy), and for you to do these things as He has de�ned them
for you in His Word (walk humbly with your God).

It is so easy to equate the will of God with being religious
and doing religious things, even charity work, but is doing
those things doing the will of God? When we do the will of
God, to other people it may appear that we are being religious
and that we are doing charity work, but the emphasis of doing
the will of God is on two things: to believe on the Son of God
and to deal with situations and others the way God tells us in
His Word that we should.

In 1 John 3:21-24, we are reminded that when we are
obeying God, then we can be con�dent in our relationship with
God. In verse 23 we are instructed; This is his commandment,
That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another, as he gave us commandment. Verse 24
goes on to state that if we are obeying God’s commandments
(from verse 23) that we will be living in God and He in us. This
is the will of God.

Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk
bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com
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Dear Reader,

In the intricate tapestry of  human connections, the 
distinction between having a lover and having a com-
panion carries profound 
implications. A lover embod-
ies the ardor of  fleeting mo-
ments, characterized by fer-
vent passion and exhilarating 
unpredictability. Conversely, 
a companion epitomizes a 
steadfast presence, o�ering 
solace, stability, and a sense 
of  home.

The allure of  a lover lies in 
the intoxicating dance of  emotions, the fiery intensity 
that ignites the soul. Yet, it is often accompanied by the 
looming shadows of  uncertainty, leaving one teetering 
on the edge of  elation and apprehension. In contrast, a 
companion exudes the warmth of  familiarity, a sanctu-
ary where vulnerability is embraced and fears are as-
suaged.

However, the demarcation between these roles is not 
rigid; rather, it is fluid, subject to the whims of  individ-
ual preferences and evolving circumstances. What one 
seeks in a lover during the throes of  passion may dif-
fer from the companionship yearned for in moments of  
solitude.

Ultimately, the essence of  fulfillment in relationships 
lies in striking a harmonious balance between the ardor 
of  a lover and the solace of  a companion. It is in this 
equilibrium that one discovers the true essence of  com-
panionship – a union where passion intertwines with 
security, and love blossoms in its myriad forms.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book
now available on Amazon. 

Navigating the Terrain 
of  Relationships: Lover 

versus Companion

PUBLISHER’S LETTER LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

People still want the facts
The job of  the news media is to cover the facts, 

regardless the level of  controversy on any given topic. 
When that scrutiny is absent, the public still has a right 
to know and often follows through on its own.

Take the issue of  the sale of  Pine Crest Nursing 
Home. The purchase agreement between the Lincoln 
County Board of  Supervisors and the ultimate buyer 
was not available to the public until Thursday before 
the board’s vote on the sale the following Monday. The 
name of  the buyer, exactly what was being included in 
the sale, (specifically the inclusion of  the Social Services 
building), the dollar amount of  the sale, how that dollar 
amount was arrived at, and the details of  continuing 
Pine Crest Nursing Home as a skilled nursing facility 
were not known until just before the actual sale. 

Some questions still remain unanswered even though 
the facilities are now sold. One of  the glaring concerns 
within the agreement under Section 9, Purchaser’s 
Representations and Warranties, item D. “…it is 
Purchaser’s intent to continue the Nursing Home 
Facility as a skilled nursing facility.” But also under 
Section 9, item F, “The representations and warranties 
of  Purchaser in this Section 9 shall survive the Closing 
for a period of  two (2) years after the Closing Date 
whereupon they shall automatically expire.” 

So, even though the County Board extended the 
buyer a five-year loan for $2 million of  the $8.5 million 
sale’s price, they were perfectly willing to provide a 
two-year escape clause on the skilled nursing facility 
requirement. Supervisor McCrank o�ered a compromise 
amendment to extend that escape clause to five years to 
match the five-year loan, but that was defeated.

No appraisals of  the properties were ever made 
public. One can only guess that the final price of  $8.5 
million for the nursing home and the social services 
building plus, might be the balance of  the debt on the 
last two additions to Pine Crest. Also of  note, Pine Crest 
apparently closed their books in the black for 2023.

People still want the facts.
Diana C. Smith

Tomahawk

PAID LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

NOTE: The following is a paid letter, per policy.
SB265 needs to be taken up by the Senate
Dear Editor:
In January the Wisconsin Assembly unanimously 

passed AB270, a bill that would require youth age 
17 and under to take an in-person, hands-on DNR 
Hunter Safety course and exam, in order to receive 
certification to hunt. Led by Treig Pronchinske, 
Chairman of  the Assembly Sporting Heritage 
Committee, this was overwhelmingly supported by 
both sides of  the aisle. 

Meanwhile, the five-member, Senate Sporting 
Heritage Committee has received AB270 in order to take 
action on it. AB 270 is the same bill as SB265 which is 
lying dormant and needs to be taken up by the Senate. 

Citizens, including hunters and non-hunters alike, 
have voiced their opinion to this committee that 
this type of  training should be made mandatory. In 
2022, 93% of  residents supported this at the annual 
Conservation Congress Spring Hearings. 

“Wisconsin residents have expectations that those 
carrying firearms, while hunting have been properly 
trained by certified DNR Hunter Safety Instructors,” 
said Rick Heisler of  the Wisconsin Hunter Education 
Coalition. He goes on to say that, “the work done by the 
Assembly, and Representative Ty Bodden, in listening 
to the public and placing a priority on safety, should be 
commended.” 

Further endorsement by the Wisconsin Wildlife 
Federation, and Executive Director Cody Kamrowski 
who said, “This legislation is a “no-brainer” as youth 
need this type of  training to safely and responsibly 
carry firearms.”

Wisconsin has an exceptional track record of  safety as 
it relates to hunting related injuries and deaths; largely 
due to the e�orts of  the volunteer DNR Hunter Safety 
instructors. Making this mandatory will cement the rich 
hunting heritage that Wisconsin has enjoyed since the 
inception of  the Hunter Safety program in 1967. 

Families have spoken and want their loved ones 
to be trained in person and not by a video. It is time 
that elected o¯cials listen to their concerns. If  you 
believe as we do, please contact members of  the Senate 
Sporting Heritage Committee and ask them to move 
this bill forward. It is the right thing to do.

Sincerely,
John Plenke 

Wisconsin Hunter Education Coalition
Germantown, Wis.



Cottrell’s Auto Repair LLCp
W5896 County Road A
Tomahawk,WI 54487
(715) 224-3433

33 Yrs Experience
cottrellsautorepair@charter.net
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Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Ted Foley ~ Owner
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WI-0979A

foleystreeservice@gmail.com

Tomahawk:
715-453-2407

Minocqua:
715-358-2406

46
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• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• StumpGrinding
• Lot Clearing
• Plant Health Care

• StormDamage Cleanup
• PropertyWellness Evaluation
• Tree Preservation
• VegetationManagement

www.foleystreeservice.com
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Thorne Construction LLC

Your Dream Builder

35
91

19

Fully Insured • Joseph Thorne • 715-432-5197

Need Concrete Work? Call An Expert!

Superior Craftsmanship
Shingles • New Roofs • Re Roofs • Built-up • Low Slope Systems • So	t & Fascia

Metal Roof Specialists
Steel Panel/Standing Seam and Stone Coated Steel Systems

Free Estimates
Complete Roof Inspection and Consultation

Tomahawk,WI • Fully Insured • (715) 453 4800 The proof is in the Roof - roofmasterswi.com

20
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“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
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13

VIOLENCE
affects even the

smallest members of
your family

For more information
call HAVEN at
715-536-1300 11

11
52

Shingled Roofs
Tear Offs
Fascia & Soffit
Rubber Roofs

715.224.2375 Tomahawk, WI
Locally Owned ● Fully Insured ● State Certi�ed ● Free Estimates
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34
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49

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
715-966-2008 • b.wadellc@outlook.com

Have Your Home or
Business Stand Out

Call Now For Your
FREE Roo�ng Estimate!

W
A
D
10

0
49

-S
D

• Metal Roo�ng
• Shingle Roo�ng
• Rooftop Snow Removal

• Ice Dam Removal
• Arctic Steam
Services

SERVICES

Custom Sheet Metal
Fabrication

wadehomesllc.com

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

33
86

59

Wednesday, March 6, 2024  •  Page 5TOMAHAWK LEADERwww.tomahawkleader.com 5

To have your professional 
service appear in this section, 

call 715-453-2151 today!

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Tomahawk Ambassadors hold ribbon cutting ceremony at The Harris Inn
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The 
Tomahawk Ambassadors 
recently welcomed The 
Harris Inn to the area’s 
suite of  premier property 
rentals. 

The property is located 
at N1001 County Rd. B, 
Tomahawk, in the heart 
of  Harrison Hills.

“Brian and Kate Bouma 
are the proud owners of  
The Harris Inn,” a release 
from the Ambassadors 
said. “Together, they per-
sonally designed and ren-
ovated this entire rental 
property. Both their love 
for the Harrison Hills in 
the Northwoods and their 
creative thinking made 
this the perfect opportuni-
ty to create this beautiful 
space, and they are so hap-
py to share it with you.”

“This building was orig-
inally a gas station/con-
venience store, which had 
been abandoned for almost 
12 years when we bought 
it in early 2022,” the Bou-
mas explained. “Over the 
course of  a year and a 
half, Brian, a carpenter 
by trade, poured his heart 
and soul into this incred-
ible transformation, and, 
as a result, what was once 

a forgotten gas station now 
stands as a one-of-a-kind 
rental experience.” 

The Boumas added that 

countless hours of  dedi-
cation, sweat equity, and 
sacrifices – like missing 
time with family – con-

tributed to breathing new 
life into the space, creat-
ing a haven for travelers 
seeking something truly 

unique. 
“We cherish this place 

and the memories it 
holds, and we are excited 

to share this transforma-
tion with Tomahawk,” the 
Boumas stated. 

The Ambassadors said 
the peaceful and cozy get-
away is perfect for solo 
travelers, families, cou-
ples, or friends. 

“Three one-bathroom 
studio units were very 
tastefully renovated with 
travelers’ needs in mind, 
so you’ll have everything 
you need, including all 
the essentials like free 
WiFi, flat-screen Smart 
TVs and a well-stocked 
kitchenette,” the Ambas-
sadors stated. “You will 
find unique Northwoods 
touches in each unit. Plus, 
there’s a restaurant and 
an ATV/ UTV/snowmo-
bile trail right across the 
street, so you never have 
to go far for something to 
do. If  you want to explore, 
take the 12-mile drive into 
town for a day of  shop-
ping, dining, fishing or 
boating. The Harris Inn 
guests love how simple it 
is to stay there – it is very 
easy to find, and the loca-
tion is unbeatable.

To learn more about 
The Harris Inn or to book 
a stay, visit www.thehar-
risinn.com.

Tomahawk Ambassadors Bunny Kluka, Deb Tomaszewski, Jennifer Turkiewicz, Dawn Nelson, Diane Timm and Kathy Rankin 
were joined by Jeffrey Johnson from the Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce to greet the Bouma family and tour their 
transformed rental facility, The Harris Inn. Photo courtesy of Andy Tomaszewski



CLUES ACROSS
1. Chaps
5. Currently fashionable
9. Collision
11. More slim
13. European city
15. Implicitly
16. The side of something
that is sheltered from the
wind
17. The Mount Rushmore
State
19. Gold or silver wire cord
21. Muscles along insects’
diaphragm
22. Trent Reznor’s band
23. Sweet juicy gritty-
textured fruit
25. Broken branch
26. Indicates ten
27. Expression of annoyance
29. Brings together
31. Ancient city in Thrace
33. Sailors’ spirit
34. Looked into
36. Muckraking woman
journalist Rheta
38. A type of cast
39. One’s responsibility
41. Where golfers begin
43. Make a mistake
44. Semitic Sun god
46. Ancient Italian-Greek
colony
48. Beheaded
52. A place to stay
53. Unwise
54. Most supernatural

56. “Dennis” is a famous one
57. Ointments
58. Exam
59. Leaked blood

CLUES DOWN
1. Baseball managers
assemble it
2. Revised
3. Mountain is a popular kind
4. Takes to civil court
5. Pouches
6. A type of veil
7. Chants
8. Boston hoopster
9. Elongated appendage
10. Sailboat
11. 2017 Oscar-winning �lm
12. Actor Gosling
14. Monetary units
15. Assembly
18. Russian pop duo

20. Embellished with
expressions
24. Infrequent
26. Temperature unit
28. Hydrophilic amino acid
30. Honk
32. Legislative body
34. Swinish
35. Russian assembly
37. Take over for
38. Put in advance
40. Satisfy
42. Felt
43. Dutch cheese
45. Witnesses
47. Strong insects
49. Gasteyer and de Armas
are two
50. Ancient people of
Scotland
51. Cheerless
55. Sick

©MetroCreative
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Colorful Costa Rica

For more information and a full brochure, please contact Caryl
Mulder at 262-227-8800, cmulder@premierworlddiscovery.com

or Premier World Discovery 877-953-8687
info@premierworlddiscovery.com (Web Code Booking # 180702)

9-DAY JOURNEY
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
• San Jose • Poas Volcano National Park
• Coffee Plantation Visit • Arenal Volcano National Park
• Sarchi Artisan Village
• Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve
• Selvatura Park & Hanging Bridges
• Butter�y Garden & Hummingbird Gallery
• Manuel Antonio National Park
• Carara National Park • Orchid Garden Tour
• Jungle Crocodile Safari Cruise

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Roundtrip Airfare - ORD/MSP/MKE
• Int’l Air Departure Taxes, Fuel & Fees
• 14 Meals: 8 Breakfasts & 6 Dinners
• Professional Naturalist Tour Director
• Motorcoach Transportation • Hotel Transfers
• Admissions per Itinerary • Comprehensive Sightseeing
• Baggage Handling at Hotels
• 8 Nights Hotel Accommodations

GO TO
TOURSMMC.COM
FOR MORE INFO
OR TO SIGN UP

BOOK & SAVE
$3,499 PER PERSON

$3,399 PER PERSON

Departing
November 6, 2024

November 2024
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New laser engraver, 3D printer 
added to Hatchet Innovation Lab 
Equipment funded by grant from CNH Industrial

Richard Tegge of Wealth Strategy 
Group recognized as one of LPL 

Financial’s top advisors

Pictured, from left to right: THS Principal Ryan Huseby, Instructor Logan Rudis, Jeff Jablonski of 
CASE and Instructor Andy Peissig. Photo courtesy of Andy Peissig

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – Tomahawk 
High School (THS) recently 
received a $25,000.00 grant 
from CNH Industrial (CASE) 
to add a state-of-the art laser 
engraver and an additional 
3D printer to the Hatchet In-
novation Lab.

Instructor Andy Peissig 
said that with the new equip-
ment, the Innovation Lab will 
continue to provide students 

with cutting-edge technology 
and tools to foster creativity 
and innovation in their learn-
ing experiences.

“The machines will allow 
students to bring their ideas 
to life by creating intricate 
designs on various materials 
such as wood, metal and plas-
tic,” Peissig stated. “The pos-
sibilities are endless with this 
new addition to the school’s 
resources.”

Peissig added that the Inno-

vation Lab at THS will serve 
as a hub for collaboration, 
experimentation and hands-
on learning where students 
will have the opportunity to 
explore their interests and 
develop valuable skills that 
will prepare them for success 
in the 21st century workforce.

“Thanks to CNH Industri-
al’s (CASE) generosity, THS is 
poised to become a leader in 
innovative education,” Peis-
sig said.

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – Richard 
Tegge, a financial advisor 
at Wealth Strategy Group, 
recently announced his 
recognition in the LPL Fi-
nancial Masters Club for 
2024. 

A release from Wealth 
Strategy Group said the 
esteemed honor is award-
ed to a select group of  ad-
visors who demonstrate 
exceptional growth and 
excellence in financial 
guidance amidst the chal-
lenging landscape of  mac-
roeconomic uncertainty 
and market volatility.

“Operating from his of-
fices in Marquette, Mich., 
and Tomahawk, Wis., Rich 
provides comprehensive 
wealth management ser-
vices, including invest-
ment management, finan-
cial planning and wealth 
management,” the release 
stated. “This recognition 
underscores the dedica-
tion and success of  Wealth 
Strategy Group and its ex-
ceptional team in serving 
clients across the Upper 
Peninsula and northern 
Wisconsin.”

Tegge expressed his 
gratitude, stating, “This 
recognition is a testament 
to our team’s hard work 
and the trust our clients 
place in us. We are hon-
ored to serve our clients, 
who are the foundation of  
our success.” 

Julian Lopez, LPL’s 
Executive Vice President 
of  Independent Advisor 

Services Relationship 
Management, commended 
Tegge’s accomplishments. 

“On behalf  of  LPL, I am 
thrilled to congratulate 
Rich on his outstanding 
achievements in 2023,” Lo-
pez said. “By leveraging 
our cutting-edge technol-
ogy and comprehensive 
services, Rich has elevated 
their business, focusing on 
fostering deep client re-
lationships in Marquette 
and Tomahawk. Their 
guidance has been crucial 
in helping families achieve 
their financial dreams.”

Tegge has been a¯li-
ated with LPL Financial, 
a leading wealth manage-
ment firm, for four years. 
Through LPL, financial 
advisors are empowered to 
focus on their unique skills 
in building client relation-
ships and delivering per-
sonalized financial advice, 
while leaning on LPL to pro-
vide the services, support 
and tools to help increase 
operational e¯ciency and 
power business growth.

About LPL Financial
LPL Financial Holdings 

Inc. (Nasdaq: LPLA) was 
founded on the principle 
that LPL should work for 
advisors and enterprises, 
and not the other way 
around. Today, LPL is a 
leader in the markets we 
serve, serving more than 
22,000 financial advisors, 
including advisors at ap-
proximately 1,100 enter-
prises and at approximate-
ly 570 registered invest-
ment advisor (RIA) firms 
nationwide. We are stead-
fast in our commitment 
to the advisor-mediated 
model and the belief  that 
Americans deserve access 
to personalized guidance 
from a financial profes-
sional.

At LPL, independence 
means that advisors and 
enterprise leaders have 
the freedom they deserve 
to choose the business 
model, services, and tech-
nology resources that al-
low them to run a thriving 
business. They have the 
flexibility to do business 
their way. And they have 
the freedom to manage 
their client relationships 
because they know their 
clients best. Simply put, 
we take care of  our advi-
sors and enterprises, so 
they can take care of  their 
clients.

Securities and Advisory 
services o�ered through 
LPL Financial LLC (“LPL 

Tegge
Photo courtesy of 

Wealth Strategy Group

Tegge
CONTINUES ON PAGE 13



Chris Weber
LP Tomahawk
Resource Manager

For information
on our private
landowner
assistance
program,
contact:

Tomahawk Siding
715-224-2774
cell: 715-218-7922
email:
Chris.Weber@LPCorp.com
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Louisiana-Pacific

Corporation is

committed to forestry

practices that promote

sustainable forestry.

Harvesting a stand

of timber when it is

mature is the best

thing we can do to

keep our forests

healthy.

Currently
purchasing aspen
and basswood
pulpwood.
Contact:
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Tomahawk:
715.453.2407
Minocqua:
715.358.2406
Presque Isle:
715.686.2407
www.foleystreeservice.com

• Storm Cleanup
• Property Wellness Evaluation
• Tree Preservation
• Vegetation Management
• L w I

• Tree Removal/Pruning
• Legacy-Tree Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing
• Plant Health Care

Ted Foley ~ Owner
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

#WI-0979A
o�ce@foleystreeservice.com

Caring for your trees
since 1980!

www.foley• Low Impact Crane Removals

Your Premier Source
of Kiln Dried Firewood
Delivered to Central
& Northern Wisconsin

Kiln dried �rewood
A�ordable and timely delivery,
even to your campsite
State park certi�ed

N11541 Roberts Road, Tomahawk,WI 54487
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Tomahawk invests in city trees, combats emerald ash borer
BY PATRICIA LINDQUIST
DNR URBAN FORESTRY 
COORDINATOR 

NICK ROSENMEIER 
CITY OF TOMAHAWK 
STREET LEADPERSON

A tiny but highly destruc-
tive pest was fi rst detected in 
Tomahawk two years ago. 

Nicknamed “the green 
menace,” the emerald ash 
borer (EAB) is a wood-boring 
beetle that attacks ash trees. 
It’s currently the most dam-
aging threat to trees in Wis-
consin, killing more than 99% 
of the ash trees it infests. 

Native to northeast Asia, 
EAB arrived in the U.S. more 
than two decades ago, likely 
in wood from shipping crates, 
and has been making its way 
across the country ever since. 
Although it moves slowly, 
infestations appear in new 
locations when people un-
intentionally carry it in on 
fi rewood.

EAB was identifi ed in 
Tomahawk for the fi rst time 
in March 2022. Now that EAB 
has been confi rmed, city sta�  
have begun to implement a 
plan that has been in place 
since 2014. 

Ash tree removal is being 
done on both a proactive and 
reactive basis. 

“We have started to remove 
trees showing signifi cant 
amounts of decline and will 
continue to do so,” said Nick 
Rosenmeier, Tomahawk’s 
Street Leadperson. “In the 

future, we will remove trees 
that may not look infested to 
keep ahead of the curve. Do-
ing this will allow us to keep 
as much of the work in-house 
as possible, saving taxpayers 
money in the long run.” 

Infested ash trees dry out 
and are prone to breaking. 
Removing living trees is safer 
and typically less expensive 
than waiting until they are 
dead. 

Approximately 300 of  

Tomahawk’s street trees and 
a small number of park trees 
are ash. City sta�  removed 
about 30 ash trees in 2023 and 
aim to remove another 60 in 
2024. 

To help with this expensive 
and time-consuming process, 
the city applied for a DNR Ur-
ban Forestry Grant last fall. 
They were awarded the maxi-
mum amount of $25,000.00 
The grant is a 1:1 match, with 
the city contributing more 

than $30,000.00 in sta�  time 
and funding. The total project 
cost is over $55,000.00.

The grant will allow the 
city to hire professionals to 
remove 40 ash trees over 20 
inches in diameter. These 
trees are too large for city 
sta�  to remove on their own. 
The funding will also be used 
to plant 60 new trees. Each 
tree will be eight to 16 feet tall 
at the time of planting and 
come with a fi ve-year guar-

antee. 
Although replacing re-

moved trees is the primary 
goal, some locations may not 
be suitable for replanting. 
Tree planting will be a multi-
year process to improve the 
tree canopy throughout the 
city.

Trees are an important 
part of any community. Trees 
provide shade, absorb storm 
water runo� , give animals 
shelter and food and even 
increase property values. 
For these reasons and more, 

Rosenmeier felt that it was es-
sential to include replanting 
in the grant proposal. 

“We owe it to the next gen-
eration to leave things better 
than we found them,” Rosen-
meier said. “Past generations 
knew the importance of  
planting trees that grew fast 
and provided shade, but did 
not consider species diver-
sity. Although it is sad to lose 
our ash trees, we will be able 
to plant a variety of trees so 
the next pest has less impact 
on our overall tree popula-
tion.” 

To increase species diver-
sity, the city will be looking 
to plant many di� erent trees: 
honeylocusts, Triumph elms 
(disease resistant), hackber-
ries, Kentucky co� eetrees 
and oaks, to name a few. 
Planting smaller quantities 
of many species makes the 
urban forest more resilient 
and less a� ected by any sin-
gle threat. 

In 2023, Tomahawk cel-
ebrated 37 years as a Tree 
City USA. Combating and 
recovering from EAB is per-
haps the biggest challenge 
to Tomahawk’s urban forest 
since Dutch elm disease. With 
maples accounting for 26% of  
Tomahawk’s tree population, 
an infestation of these trees 
would be even worse. Hope-
fully, learning from past mis-
takes, the city can prepare 
to lessen that blow by diver-
sifying now with the help of  
forestry grants, Arbor Day 
resources and implementing 
practices that will benefi t the 
city for years to come.

This EAB-impacted ash tree was removed from W. Wisconsin Ave. in Tomahawk last summer. City employees are continuing to 
identify and take down ash trees affected by the invasive beetle before replacing them new trees of different species.

Photo by Jalen Maki

Tree planting In Lincoln County
BY JEREMIAH AUER
DNR REGENERATION 
SPECIALIST

Lincoln County has a rich 
forest history, from the early 
settlers harvesting in the vast 
forests of a new state to the 
present management and uti-
lization of forest resources.

This was only possible 
because of the forest’s resil-

ience and the citizens’ de-
termination to manage and 
maintain this resource. Ev-
ery year, landowners across 
the county plant, thin and 
harvest trees on their prop-
erty.

The Wisconsin DNR 
nurseries have been sup-
plying seedlings to tree 
planters in Lincoln County 
since the Trout Lake Nurs-

ery opened in 1911. In 2023, 
the private landowners 
and public land managers 
of  Lincoln County were 
responsible for planting 
more than 75,000 conifers, 
10,000 hardwoods and 1,700 
shrubs on their property. 
This only counts seedlings 
from a DNR nursery; it 
doesn’t include the many 
seedlings purchased from 

private nurseries, garden 
centers or other vendors.

For those interested in 
planting this spring, get in 
touch with your local DNR 
forester for more informa-
tion or the DNR reforesta-
tion program: 473 Gri  ̄ th 
Ave.,Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wis., 54494; 715-424-3700; 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/TreePlanting.
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80 years of commitment: PCA’s ongoing 
support for environmental education

COURTESY OF TREES FOR 
TOMORROW

For eight decades, the 
commitment of  Packaging 
Corporation of  America 
(PCA) to environmental 
education has been unwav-
ering. 

PCA currently operates 
the Tomahawk Container-
board Mill in Tomahawk. 
Since 1944, the organiza-
tion, formerly Tomahawk 
Pulp and Paper, has been a 
beacon of  support for Trees 
For Tomorrow (TFT), an 
Environmental Education 
Center located In Eagle 
River. In fact, Tomahawk 
Pulp and Paper was one of  
the nine original founders 
of  TFT, a non-profi t that has 
been at the forefront of  envi-
ronmental stewardship and 
education. 

One of  the most remark-
able aspects of  this part-
nership is PCA’s dedication 
to Tomahawk elementary 
schools. Recognizing the 
transformative power of  
hands-on outdoor learning 
experiences, PCA has been 
generously sponsoring fi eld 
trips to TFT for Tomahawk 
5th graders for decades, 
ensuring that thousands 
of  students have the oppor-
tunity to connect with, and 
learn the science of, our 
natural world. 

For many children, these 
fi eld trips represent their 
fi rst encounter with the na-
ture beyond the confi nes of  
textbooks and traditional 
classrooms. 

Guided by professional 
educators at TFT, students 
embark on immersive ex-
plorations through forests 
and waterways, exploring 
topics such as forestry, wild-
life and winter ecology and 
forging lifelong connections 
with the environment that 
transcend the traditional 
classroom. 

Many alumni credit their 
experiences at TFT with 
sparking a lifelong passion 
for natural resource sus-
tainability, inspiring them 
to become industry profes-
sionals and future stewards 
of  the planet.

Jim Hoppe, Timber and 
Forestry Manager at PCA’s 
Tomahawk mill, has been 
the leader of  this school 

sponsorship initiative. Jim 
brings a rich history in the 
forest industry, representing 
the interests of  the Pulp and 
Paper stakeholder group 
on the Council on Forestry 
and continuing to serve as a 
member (and past president) 
of  TFT’s Board of  Directors 
for close to 20 years. 

“It is always hard for me 
to imagine that someone 
may need to be infl uenced, 
as I have been sold on TFT 
for more than a quarter of  
a century,” Hoppe refl ected. 
“PCA provides scholar-
ships for students to attend 
TFT as it is an accredited, 
dynamic natural resource 
school with an up-to-date 
curriculum, and profes-
sional, knowledgeable and 
dedicated sta�  that inspire 
students to think responsi-
bly about the future of  our 
natural resources. These 
fi eld trips provide an oppor-
tunity for students to learn 
science-based facts about 
our natural resources, 
which is important as they 
become the future stewards 
of  our environment.”

Sponsoring local school 
districts for fi eld trips to 
learn about environmental 

education can o� er numer-
ous benefi ts to industry 
businesses, aligning with 
both corporate goals and 
community engagement ob-
jectives. There are several 
compelling reasons why an 
organization should con-
sider sponsoring such ini-
tiatives:

Community invest-
ment: Supporting local 
schools demonstrates a gen-
uine commitment to invest-
ing in the community where 
the organization operates. 
By funding educational op-
portunities, the business 
contributes to the well-be-
ing and development of  fu-
ture generations, fostering 
goodwill and strengthening 
ties with local residents.

Educational impact: 
Field trips provide students 
with hands-on learning 
experiences that are often 
more impactful than tradi-
tional classroom instruc-
tion. By sponsoring these 
trips, businesses can help 
enhance students’ under-
standing of  environmental 
issues, ecosystems and sus-
tainability practices, there-
by promoting responsible 
stewardship.

Workforce develop-
ment: Engaging with local 
schools fosters a pipeline of  
skilled talent for the future 
workforce. By exposing stu-
dents to real-world applica-
tions of  environmental sci-
ence and related fi elds, busi-
nesses can inspire interest 
and passion in subjects like 
science, forestry, wildlife 
habitat, etc., potentially cul-
tivating a pool of  future em-
ployees with relevant skills 
and knowledge.

Public relations and 
brand image: Sponsoring 
educational initiatives, par-
ticularly those focused on 
environmental education, 
can enhance a company’s 
reputation and brand im-
age. It showcases the busi-
ness as a socially respon-
sible, which can positively 
infl uence consumer percep-
tions and loyalty.

Environmental sus-
tainability and multi-
use management: Busi-
nesses have a vested inter-
est in promoting environ-
mental sustainability, as it 
can directly impact their 
operations, supply chains, 
and long-term viability. By 
supporting initiatives that 

educate students about envi-
ronmental issues and solu-
tions, businesses contribute 
to building a more environ-
mentally conscious society, 
potentially mitigating envi-
ronmental risks and foster-
ing a supportive regulatory 
environment.

Corporate partner-
ships: Collaborating with 
local schools and educa-
tional institutions can open 
doors for valuable partner-
ships and networking op-
portunities. Businesses can 
forge relationships with ed-
ucators, administrators and 
other stakeholders, creating 
avenues for future collabo-
rations, such as internships, 
mentorship programs or 
joint research initiatives.

Regulatory compli-
ance and social expecta-

tions: Many industries face 
increasing scrutiny regard-
ing their environmental 
practices and social impact. 
Sponsoring environmen-
tal education initiatives 
can help businesses dem-
onstrate compliance with 
environmental regulations, 
meet stakeholder expecta-
tions for corporate citizen-
ship and proactively address 
concerns related to environ-
mental sustainability.

As TFT celebrates its 
80th anniversary, the endur-
ing partnership with PCA 
serves as a testament to the 
power of  collaboration in 
creating positive change. 
Together, we can continue 
to empower communities, 
educate future generations 
and sustain our natural re-
sources for years to come.

Exploring the Wild 
Tomahawk � fth graders dive into outdoor survival skills and unravel the science of snow during 
an unforgettable � eld trip to TFT. Hands-on learning meets adventure as students connect with 
nature and discover the wonders of environmental science � rsthand. Photos courtesy of TFT
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BY RON SCHNEIDER 
DNR COOPERATIVE 
FIRE SPECIALIST, FIRE 
DEPARTMENT LIAISON

The Tomahawk Fire De-
partment was awarded a 
grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of  Natural Re-
sources (DNR) for $5,013.00 
to purchase supplies to help 
them combat forest fi res. 

The forest fi re protec-
tion grant will provide a 
50% match. 

The fi re department was 
funded to purchase fi re-re-
sistant lightweight jackets 
and pants for forest fi re-
fi ghting. They also plan to 
buy backpack pumps and 

pagers with the funds. 
Chief  Paul Winter leads 

the department that re-
sponds to all fi res, includ-

ing working with the DNR 
on forest fi res in the DNR’s 
intensive forest fi re protec-
tion area. 
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Area landowners model good forest stewardship
BY ART KABELOWSKY
DNR FOREST HEALTH 
COMMUNICATIONS 
SPECIALIST

What’s one of  the most 
underrated factors behind 
successful forest steward-
ship?

Good old-fashioned el-
bow grease.

“There used to be a time 
we’d both get up in the 
morning and work until it 
got dark,” Lori Livingston 
said with a laugh. “We don’t 
do that anymore.”

Still, elbow grease re-
mains the not-so-secret 
ingredient behind the vast 
and diverse beauty of  Jim 
and Lori Livingston’s 401-
acre property, located adja-
cent to the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest in 
the Town of  Hammel, near 
Medford in Taylor County.

“The north end is hilly, 
with a lot of  rocks,” Jim 
Livingston said. “The south 
end levels out, but it gets 
wet. For this part of  Wis-
consin, we have a lot of  di-
versity.”

“When we fi rst saw this 
(property), it was just a 
rock pile,” Lori Livings-
ton said. “Lots and lots of  
rocks. But we have so many 
resources here, we’ve been 
able to make it work.”

One of  the important re-
sources behind the Living-
stons’ success has been the 
Wisconsin Department of  
Natural Resources (DNR) 
Managed Forest Law (MFL) 
program, along with its 
Deer Management Assis-
tance program.

About 60% of  the forest 
land in Wisconsin is owned 
by individuals and families 
like the Livingstons. But 
if  there were rankings on 
which families put in the 
most work on their land, 
the Livingstons would like-
ly rank near the top.

“They’ve done a great 
job here,” said Scott Muel-
ler, a Medford-based DNR 

tax law forestry specialist. 
“They’ve made a lot of  ter-
rifi c improvements.” 

In all, 236 of  the Living-
stons’ original purchase of  
almost 276 acres has been 
enrolled in the tax law pro-
gram since 2005. The couple 
also purchased an adjacent 
126-acre Christmas tree 
farm in 2020; that land is 
not enrolled in the MFL 
program.

The Livingstons’ land 
that does fall under MFL 
guidelines is a study in for-
est diversity. Since 2005, the 
species taken from their 
property include aspen, 
basswood, fi r, red pine, 
spruce and mixed hard-
woods. They have taken 
over 8,000 cords and 11,000 
board feet from the MFL-
covered property.

“The tree species here 
are the ones that grow best 
and match what the area 
supports,” Jim said.

Jim and Lori earned 
Bachelor of  Science de-
grees in vocational agricul-
tural education from the 
University of  Wisconsin-
River Falls. Throughout 
their agriculture education 
careers, they pursued other 

paths in agriculture and 
counseling.

The Livingstons decided 
to leave Owen (in Clark 
County) and teaching when 
they had their fi rst of  three 
children in 1989. They set-
tled on the 276-acre fi xer-
upper plot located 11 miles 
northwest of  Medford. In 
the fall of  1993, they built a 
home on the property.

In the early years, they 
focused primarily on the 
intense labor and plan-
ning required to achieve 
the stewardship they envi-
sioned for their property. At 
times, it seemed like they 
were cleaning up one mess 
after another. Rocks and 
invasive plants were so per-
vasive that there were spots 
where they couldn’t see the 
creek that ran through the 
property.

At that time, Jim said he 
knew about the MFL pro-
gram, but stayed away be-
cause he was under the im-
pression that “there were so 
many restrictions.”

After their tireless e� orts 
began to show results, with 
the help of  private loggers 
and foresters, the Living-
stons decided to share the 

Lori and Jim Livingston manage a species-diverse, 401-acre 
property outside Medford and adjacent to the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest.  Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR

Tomahawk Fire Department awarded grant

beauty of  their land with 
the public.

In 2000, they opened a 10-
mile trail system for cross-
country skiing and snow-
shoeing that winds through 
the heavily wooded areas, 
with loops set up for vari-
ous skill levels.

“It’s one of  only three 
groomed trails in Taylor 
County,” Jim said. “We’re 
getting more and more peo-
ple who travel quite a bit to 
visit us.”

Following MFL guide-
lines, the Livingstons don’t 
charge people using their 
trails, but they say visitors 
“have been very generous” 
with donations to cover the 
costs of  grooming, upkeep 
and expansion.

In 2003, Mueller took 
over as the Taylor County 
DNR private lands forester. 
In a discussion with the Liv-
ingstons, he dispelled some 
misconceptions about the 
MFL program.

“The MFL program is 
fl exible and accommodat-
ing,” said Jake Walcisak, 
former Taylor County For-
est Administrator. “You 
have some things that are 
hard sideboards, but then 

you have landowner objec-
tives. Once you have a plan, 
it doesn’t have to be set in 
stone.”

“If  the landowner is rea-
sonable, we can fi gure out 
a way to make it work,” 
Mueller said. “If  you have a 
problem that comes up, we 
can put you in touch with 
people who can help.” 

“(The MFL program) 
has helped us improve this 
property and also to get 
some income from it,” Lori 
said.

Since 2015, the Living-
stons have worked hard 
to eliminate the invasive 
exotic honeysuckle that 
had taken hold near their 
creek. Between that work 
and rock removal, the Liv-
ingstons were able to host 
their youngest son’s wed-
ding – the family’s second 
on the property – with 
seating for 400 set up on an 
island guarded by a sprawl-
ing oak tree.

The Livingstons have a 
mandatory practice harvest 
project next year to include 
20 acres of  balsam and red 
pine and 65 acres of  mixed 
hardwood, white pine and 
some red pine with forest 

health concerns.
It will be the fourth man-

datory practice harvest on 
the property in 10 years. 
The Livingstons built pin-
point plans for each harvest 
while maximizing market 
prices with the help of  the 
MFL sta�  and many others.

The timber harvests al-
low the Livingstons to con-
tinue with their labor of  
love.

“It’s good exercise and 
fresh air, and you get to see 
the results of  your work,” 
Lori said.

“All these programs – 
working with the foresters, 
learning about timber, co-
operating with educational 
programs – it’s all been 
such a worthwhile thing,” 
Jim said. “We’ve made our 
needs work together with 
MFL program needs. There 
are way more resources out 
there than people realize.” 

“Some landowners aren’t 
very active in managing 
their land,” Mueller said, 
“but that has never been 
the case with the Living-
stons.”

“The underlying value,” 
Lori said, “is to take care of  
what you’ve got.”

Pictured is an aerial view of a Tomahawk Fire Department 
crew at an area structure � re. The department was recently 
awarded a DNR grant to aid in combating forest � res.

Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR
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Be on the lookout for forest tent caterpillars

Young forest habitat: What it is and why it is important

BY PAUL CIGAN 
DNR FOREST HEALTH 
SPECIALIST

Forest tent caterpillar 
has returned to the radar of  
northern Wisconsin property 
owners in the last few years, 
with multiple confi rmed re-
ports of defoliation in north-
ern counties.

Numbers could be high 
this year.

A native defoliator with a 
preference for aspen and oak, 
forest tent caterpillars under-
go periodic population out-
breaks every six to 16 years. 
Widespread outbreaks can 
last several years, causing 
heavy defoliation, reduced 
growth and temporary stress 
on a� ected trees.

“I had more reports of  
forest tent caterpillars than 
spongy moths (in 2023) from 
Lincoln County,” said Alex 
Feltmeyer, DNR Forest 
Health Specialist for central 
Wisconsin. “Landowners and 
foresters reported congrega-
tions of the caterpillars, but 
not noticeable defoliation.” 

The last widespread out-
break ended in 2002.

An outbreak has been 
overdue in Wisconsin. Recent 

numbers have increased af-
ter 2021 defoliation reports 
signaled that an outbreak 
could begin in the next sever-
al years. Weather conditions 
play a signifi cant role in trig-
gering population outbreaks, 
with warm and dry spring 
weather promoting caterpil-
lar survival and population 
growth.

Once an outbreak begins, 
it usually continues for two 
to fi ve years before the popu-
lation collapses. High popula-
tions can fall victim to natu-
ral enemies and disease.

Some call forest tent cat-
erpillars “army worms” be-
cause they look like march-
ing soldiers as they travel 
across the ground.

The caterpillars are about 
two inches long, with color-
ful bodies covered in hairs. 
The sides of their bodies are 
blue, with narrow orange 
stripes. Their backs are black 
with white markings that re-
semble keyholes, penguins 
or footprints. Newly hatched 
caterpillars are black and 
only about one-eighth of an 
inch long.

A parasitic fl y (Sarcophaga 
aldrichi), called the “friendly 
fl y” because it often lands on 

humans without biting, is a 
great help in lowering forest 
tent caterpillar populations. 
The adult fl y lays an egg on 
the caterpillar’s cocoon, and 
when the maggot hatches 
from the egg, it eats the pu-
pating caterpillar. During the 
fi nal years of an outbreak, 

the friendly fl y can kill more 
than 95% of pupae. The abun-
dant presence of “friendly 
fl ies” is usually a sign that 
the forest tent caterpillar out-
break is nearing its end.

Forest tent caterpillar egg 
masses are laid in summer 
on twigs of the trees and 

shrubs and hatch the follow-
ing spring. Each egg mass 
has up to several hundred 
caterpillars, so you can re-
duce the number of caterpil-
lars that may hatch the fol-
lowing spring by removing 
egg masses within reach. 
This works exceptionally 
well to protect smaller trees 
and shrubs.

When caterpillars are 
young, a sti�  spray of water 
or soapy water that complete-
ly soaks them can kill them. 
Insecticidal soap is available, 
but must be sprayed on the 
caterpillars and not just on 
tree leaves. Regular chemical 
pesticides, such as Btk, also 
help to control forest tent cat-
erpillars.

You can put a sticky or 
slippery band around tree 
trunks to prevent caterpil-
lars from crawling up to the 
leaves. Sticky bands can be 
purchased at garden centers 
or made at home using duct 
tape and waterproof materi-
als such as Tanglefoot or pe-
troleum jelly. Wrap the duct 
tape tightly around the trunk 
at chest height – make sure it 
is at least a few inches wide. 
Then, paint the sticky mate-
rial onto the duct tape. En-

sure that the sticky material 
does not directly contact the 
tree’s bark because it could 
harm or kill it.

A sticky band only protects 
trees from caterpillars mov-
ing up and down the trunk. It 
will not work for caterpillars 
that hatch from egg masses 
already high in the tree.

Forest tent caterpillar can 
be misidentifi ed as another 
caterpillar, such as a fall 
webworm or a spongy moth, 
so correctly identifying the 
insect of interest is impor-
tant. Localized outbreaks of  
spongy moth may be pres-
ent in northern Wisconsin 
in early July. Spongy moth’s 
preferred hosts include many 
of the same species as the for-
est tent caterpillar.

Forest managers and land-
owners are advised to watch 
for and report any defoliation 
this summer and in the com-
ing years. Please report any 
suspected forest tent cater-
pillar defoliation to your lo-
cal DNR forester or regional 
forest health specialist, and 
learn more about forest tent 
caterpillar identifi cation and 
biology on the DNR website.

BY RANDEE SMITH
WISCONSIN YOUNG 
FOREST PARTNERSHIP 
COORDINATOR

Early successional for-
est, or young forest, is basi-
cally a habitat that follows a 

disturbance of  some kind. 
Natural disturbances are 
tornados, windstorms and 
wildfi res. There are also 
management techniques 
that mimic these natural 
processes, but give us a 
measure of  control, such 

Forest tent caterpillars show unique white markings on their 
backs with yellow or orange stipes and blue markings on their 
sides. Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR

as timber harvest, pre-
scribed burns and brush 
cutting or mowing. There 
are commercial operations 
that o� er these services to 
landowners who wish to 
manage their lands to en-

courage growth of  early 
succession plants. 

Early succession plants 
are highly reproductive, 
grow rapidly and gener-
ally intolerant of  shade. In 
northcentral Wisconsin, 

aspen and alder are two 
common examples of  such 
species. 

Tag alder is a lower-
growing shrub that lives to 
an age of  about 20 years. 
This species is common 

in open areas near some 
kind of  watercourse or an 
area with at least seasonal 
standing water. 

An alder shearing operation. Photo courtesy of WYFP
Woodcock

Photo courtesy of Marie Read

Habitat
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12



Any quali�ed elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the polling
place on Election Day may request to vote an absentee ballot. A quali�ed
elector is any U.S. citizen, who will be 18 years of age or older on Election
Day, who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or she wishes
to vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the election. The elector
must also be registered in order to receive an absentee ballot. Proof of
identi�cation must be provided before an absentee ballot may be issued.
You must make a request for an absentee ballot in writing.
Contact yourmunicipal clerk and request that an application for an absentee
ballot be sent to you for the election. You may also submit a written request
in the form of a letter. Your written request must list your voting address
within the municipality where you wish to vote, the address where the
absentee ballot should be sent, if di�erent, and your signature. You may
make application for an absentee ballot by mail, email or in person.
Making application to receive an absentee ballot by mail
The deadline for making application to receive an absentee by mail is:

5:00pm, Friday, March 29, 2024.
Note: Special absentee voting application provisions apply to electors
who are inde�nitely con�ned to home or a care facility, in the military,
hospitalized, or serving as a sequestered juror. If this applies to you, contact
your municipal clerk regarding deadlines for requesting and submitting an
absentee ballot.
Voting an absentee ballot in person
You may also request and vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce or
other speci�ed location during the days and hours speci�ed for casting an
absentee ballot in person.

Town of Birch, Megan Webb, PO Box 71, Irma, WI 54442,
920-723-0673, Hours: Monday-Friday 1:00-7:00p.m.
Town of Bradley, Kari Kiser, 1518 W. Mohawk Dr., P.O. Box 325,
Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-453-3326, Hours: Monday 8 am.– 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Town of Corning, Rick Hass, N1428 Strawberry Road, Merrill, WI
54452, 715-536-3432, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment between
the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Harding, Kristy Ament, N2567 County RD E, Merrill, WI
54452, 715-218-6094, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment between
the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Harrison, Kathy Voermans, N10455 County Rd D,
Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-453-3395, Hours: Contact clerk for
appointment between the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of King, Georgene Linden, W4450 County Road A,
Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-908-0001, Hours: Contact clerk for
appointment Monday - Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Town of Pine River, Amanda Herdt, N1901 High Ridge Rd, Merrill,
WI 54452, 715-536-7687, Hours: Contact clerk between the hours
of 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. to set up an appointment.
Town of Rock Falls, Diane Chambers, N6306 Rock Falls Dr,
Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-536-5039, Hours: Contact clerk for
appointment between the hours of 7a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Russell, Amy Brown, N5410 State Highway 17, Gleason,
WI 54435, 715-873-4141, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Town of Schley, Becky Dallman, W1981 Heineman Road, Merrill, WI
54452, 715-571-1262, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment between
the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Scott, Bonny Graap, W6692 Sunset Drive. Merrill,
WI54452, 715-218-5633, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Skanawan, Loyetta Dennis, W3294 Stevenson Road, Irma,
WI 54442, 715-966-2605, Hours: Contact clerk for appointment
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Town of Somo, Heather Marheine, W10655 Carpenter Rd., Tripoli,
WI 54564, 715-453-4662, Hours: Friday – Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.;
Sunday 12 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Town Of Tomahawk, Jesse Ho�man, N9048 Fox Farm Rd, Tripoli,
WI 54564, 715-254-4651, Hours: Monday – Thursday 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Town of Wilson, Teresa Lepkowski, PO Box 566, N10802 County
Road CC, Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-453-6090, Hours: Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon.
City of Tomahawk, Amanda L. Bartz, 23 N 2nd Street, P.O. Box 469,
Tomahawk, WI 54487, 715-453-4040, Hours: Monday -Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

The �rst day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce is:
Tuesday, March 19, 2024.

The last day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce is subject
to your clerk’s availability: Contact your municipal clerk.

No in-person absentee voting may occur on the day before the election.
The municipal clerk will deliver voted ballots returned on or before Election
Day to the proper polling place or counting location before the polls close on
April 2, 2024. Any ballots received after the polls close will not be counted.
Published March 6, 2024 WNAXLP
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VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
Wisconsin Housing and Economic
Development Authority
PO Box 1728
Madison, WI 53701
       Plaintiff,
vs.
Anna Van Strydonk
1904 W Main St
Merrill, WI 54452-2140
   Park City Credit Union
   501 S Pine Ridge Ave
   Merrill, WI 54452-8812
       Defendants,
CAP Services, Inc. a Wisconsin non-
profit Corporation
c/o Anderson O'Brien, LLP,
Registered Agent
1257 Main St
Stevens Point, WI 54481-2864
       Added Defendant.
PUBLICATION AMENDED SUMMONS

Case No. 23-CV-000159
The Honorable

Robert R. Russell
Case Code 30404

(Foreclosure of Mortgage)
The amount claimed exceeds

$10,000.00
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you.
Within 40 days after March 6, 2024 you
must respond with a written demand for
a copy of the amended complaint. The
demand must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is 1110 E Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452-2554 and to Gray &
Associates, L.L.P., plaintiff's attorney,
whose address is 16345 West Glendale
Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151-2841. You
may have an attorney help or represent
you.
If you do not demand a copy of the
amended complaint within 40 days, the
court may grant judgment against you
for the award of money or other legal
action requested in the amended
complaint, and you may lose your right
to object to anything that is or may be
incorrect in the amended complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money
may become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future, and
may also be enforced by garnishment or
seizure of property.
Date this 29th day of February, 2024.

Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
By:
______________________________
Michael M. Riley
State Bar No. 1033997
Case No. 23-CV-000159
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-1987

Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting
to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose. If
you have previously received a
discharge in a chapter 7 bankruptcy
case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you
personally liable for the debt.
Published March 6, 13, 20, 2024

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
Wisconsin Housing and Economic
Development Authority
PO Box 1728
Madison, WI 53701
       Plaintiff,
vs.
Anna Van Strydonk
1904 W Main St
Merrill, WI 54452-2140
   Park City Credit Union
   501 S Pine Ridge Ave
   Merrill, WI 54452-8812
       Defendants,
CAP Services, Inc. a Wisconsin non-
profit Corporation
c/o Anderson O'Brien, LLP,
Registered Agent
1257 Main St
Stevens Point, WI 54481-2864
       Added Defendant.
PUBLICATION AMENDED SUMMONS

Case No. 23-CV-000159
The Honorable

Robert R. Russell
Case Code 30404

(Foreclosure of Mortgage)
The amount claimed exceeds

$10,000.00
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you.
Within 40 days after March 6, 2024 you
must respond with a written demand for
a copy of the amended complaint. The
demand must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is 1110 E Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452-2554 and to Gray &
Associates, L.L.P., plaintiff's attorney,
whose address is 16345 West Glendale
Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151-2841. You
may have an attorney help or represent
you.
If you do not demand a copy of the
amended complaint within 40 days, the
court may grant judgment against you
for the award of money or other legal
action requested in the amended
complaint, and you may lose your right
to object to anything that is or may be
incorrect in the amended complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money
may become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future, and
may also be enforced by garnishment or
seizure of property.
Date this 29th day of February, 2024.

Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
By:
______________________________
Michael M. Riley
State Bar No. 1033997
Case No. 23-CV-000159
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-1987

Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting
to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose. If
you have previously received a
discharge in a chapter 7 bankruptcy
case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you
personally liable for the debt.
Published March 6, 13, 20, 2024

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
Wisconsin Housing and Economic
Development Authority
PO Box 1728
Madison, WI 53701
       Plaintiff,
vs.
Anna Van Strydonk
1904 W Main St
Merrill, WI 54452-2140
   Park City Credit Union
   501 S Pine Ridge Ave
   Merrill, WI 54452-8812
       Defendants,
CAP Services, Inc. a Wisconsin non-
profit Corporation
c/o Anderson O'Brien, LLP,
Registered Agent
1257 Main St
Stevens Point, WI 54481-2864

Added Defendant.
PUBLICATION AMENDED SUMMONS

Case No. 23-CV-000159
The Honorable

Robert R. Russell
Case Code 30404

(Foreclosure of Mortgage)
The amount claimed exceeds

$10,000.00
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you.
Within 40 days after March 6, 2024 you
must respond with a written demand for
a copy of the amended complaint. The
demand must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is 1110 E Main St,
Merrill, WI 54452-2554 and to Gray &
Associates, L.L.P., plaintiff's attorney,
whose address is 16345 West Glendale
Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151-2841. You
may have an attorney help or represent
you.
If you do not demand a copy of the
amended complaint within 40 days, the
court may grant judgment against you
for the award of money or other legal
action requested in the amended
complaint, and you may lose your right
to object to anything that is or may be
incorrect in the amended complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money
may become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future, and
may also be enforced by garnishment or
seizure of property.
Date this 29th day of February, 2024.

Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
By:
______________________________
Michael M. Riley
State Bar No. 1033997
Case No. 23-CV-000159
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-1987

Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting
to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose. If
you have previously received a
discharge in a chapter 7 bankruptcy
case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you
personally liable for the debt.
Published March 6, 13, 20, 2024

WNAXLP

REQUEST FOR BIDS
TOWN OF SCHLEY – LINCOLN COUNTY

The TOWN OF SCHLEY, LINCOLN COUNTY, will be
accepting sealed bids for the demolition of the existing
Town Hall building and site prep for a new Town Hall at
W1696 Cty Rd C, Merrill, WI 54452. Interested parties
may obtain bid information by contacting Tim Klimek,
Town chairman, at 715-921-2543.

Bids will be opened Monday, April 8, 2024 at the Schley
Town Hall during the Town Board meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Sealed bids to be submitted to: Town of Schley Clerk,
W1981 Heineman Road, Merrill, WI 54452 or delivered to
the Schley Town Hall prior to bid opening. Bids received
after 6:00 p.m. on April 8, 2024 will not be accepted
or considered.

The Town of Schley reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all bids or any part(s) thereof which may
be deemed most advantageous to the Town. Contractor
to provide certi�cate of insurance showing liability and
workers compensation coverage.
Remember to Recycle Becky Dallman, Clerk

Published February 28 & March 6, 2024 WNAXLP
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REQUEST FOR BIDS
TOWN OF SCHLEY – LINCOLN COUNTY

The TOWN OF SCHLEY, LINCOLN COUNTY, will be
accepting sealed bids for the construction of a new Town
Hall building and septic located at W1696 Cty Rd C, Merrill,
WI 54452. Interested parties may obtain bid information by
contacting Tim Klimek, Town chairman, at 715-921-2543.

Bids will be opened Monday, April 8, 2024 at the Schley
Town Hall during the Town Board meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Sealed bids to be submitted to: Town of Schley Clerk,
W1981 Heineman Road, Merrill, WI 54452 or delivered
to the Schley Town Hall prior to bid opening. Bids received
after 6:00 p.m. on April 8, 2024 will not be accepted or
considered.

The Town of Schley reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all bids or any part(s) thereof which may be deemed
most advantageous to the Town. Contractor to provide
certi�cate of insurance showing liability and workers
compensation coverage.

Remember to Recycle Becky Dallman, Clerk

Published February 28 & March 6, 2024 WNAXLP
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HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE
COUNTY OF LINCOLN

402 South Park Drive-PO Box 213
Tomahawk WI 54487

715-453-4233
NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13th, 2024,
10:00 A.M.
HOUSING AUTHORITY OFFICE, 402
SOUTH PARK DRIVE, TOMAHAWK,
WISCONSIN
Published March 6, 2024         WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
NELDA L. JANKOWSKI

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024 IN 08
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
7/24/1950 and date of death 1/18/2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
428 N. 6th Street, Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 05/31/2024.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Form completed by:
Isaiah M. Riche
143 S. Main St. 3rd FL
West Bend WI 53095
Telephone: 262-334-3471
Bar Number: 1106573
DATE SIGNED: February 15, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar
Published February 21, 28, March 7,
2024                                         WNAXLP

Public Notice
Friends of Clear Lake is applying for a permit to apply
aquatic herbicide ProcellaCOR EC to approximately
70.6 acres on Clear Lake, Lincoln County,Wisconsin,
for control of Eurasian Watermilfoil, an invasive
aquatic plant. The treatment application will most
likely occur in May/June 2024, or when the WI
DNR deems it appropriate. Warning signs will be
posted prior to treatment. There are no restrictions
on swimming, eating �sh from treated water bodies,
or using water for drinking. There is no restriction
for irrigation of turf (homeowner grass), however
there are restrictions for all non-turf applications
(gardens) for �ve days. Refer to the latest copy of
the label for all irrigation requirements. Adjacent
riparian property owners will receive a copy of the
permit application. The applicant will hold a public
informational meeting on the proposed treatment if
�ve or more individuals, organizations, special units
of government, or local units of government request
one. The person or entity requesting the meeting shall
state a speci�c agenda of topics including problems
and alternatives to be discussed. The request for the
public informational meeting must be sent in writing
to: Friends of Clear Lake, Attention: Megan Pellett
– Email address – mepellett@gmail.com and a copy
to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
– Northern Region Headquarters 107 Sutli� Ave.
Rhinelander, WI 54501-3349 within �ve days after
the public notice is published.
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Published March 6, 2024 WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Ricky Henrichs

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024IN11
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
9/11/1955 and date of death
10/17/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of N6759 Cty Rd. E,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is 06-
07-2024.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: February 23, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Christine M. Zuelsdorff
1406 Highland Drive
Merrill, WI 54452
Telephone: 715-218-5459
Published March 6, 13, 20, 2024

WNAXLP
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WCAN (Wisconsin Community
Ad Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the
best of their ability. Unfortunately,
many unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL AN-
SWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more information, or to
file a complaint regarding an ad,
please contact The Department
of Trade, Agriculture & Con-
sumer Protection 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

BUYING OLD COMICS
Spring Cleaning Time!

Have any 40's 50's 60's or 70's
comics with 10-25 cent

covers? Call 715-345-1438.

FOR SALE: L-7604 WELLKEPT
CAFE on Main St. Marion, WI Very
good income producer w/seating
for 60+. All furnishings & equip-
ment included. NOLAN SALES
LLC Marion, WI 715754-5221 or
800-472-0290 www.nolansales.
com (WCAN)

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRE-
LESS home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the
best looking & longest lasting ma-
terial, steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add’l 10%
off install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders) Call Erie
Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606
(WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25
mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

PUREBRED REG SIAMESE
SNOWSHOE CATS & KITTENS
1-715-846-1930 for avail & prices

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

MEUNIER'S CARPET and Uphol-
stery Cleaning. Professional
cleaning at affordable rates. Resi-
dential & commercial. Tomahawk,
262-208-6384.

ACA GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUP-
PIES Very friendly, great w/chil-

dren, UTD shots dewormed,
vet checked, DOB 12-30-23 $850

715-267-6493
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get
your favorite live TV, sports, &
local channels. 99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RESULTS! Affordable ad-

vertising that fits your budget!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers’

Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Develop-
ment Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-

800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.
com

GET YOUR DEDUCTION AHEAD
OF THE YEAR-END! Donate
Your Car, Truck or SUV to assist
the blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup & secure a generous
year-end tax credit. Call HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

ACA GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUP-
PIES Vet Checked, $500 Ready

To Go 3-4-24
Melvin or Ellen 715-289-3165

Cadott WI

ACA WHITE SAMOYED PUP &
AKC DARK RED RETRIEVER

Shots UTD $500 ea.
715-229-2105

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 Months
on Us! Watch pro & College sports
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional & spe-
cialty networks included. NFL, Col-
lege Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some restrictions
apply Call DIRECTV 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

ADULT SAMOYEDS Great Family
Pets, Friendly & Active! 3-F $850

OBO 715-773-8471
SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No contract & no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

ATTENTION: Don't miss this op-
portunity to BUY & SELL heavy
equipment, trucks, trailers and
more! Integrity Sales & Auction
will host its Annual Spring Auc-
tion from May 1st-8th, featuring
Excavators, Dozers, Loaders,
Skid Steers, Tractors, Com-
pactors, Commercial Trucks,
Pickups, Forestry Equipment,
Mowers, Trailers, Attachments
and MUCH, MUCH MORE! Visit
www.IntegritySales.com to view
our growing auction listing or to
complete a seller's consignment
contract. Questions? Call
(715)443-5000.

AKC REG YELLOW & BLACK
LAB PUPS shots/worm/vet, M & F

$750 715-671-3092 Get DISH Satellite TV & Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus limited Time Up to
$600 in Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-
844-897-8523 (WCAN)

CAVAPOO PUPPIES Born 12-8-
23 2-M 1-F vet checked de-

wormed shots, $200
No Sunday Sales 715-267-6887

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES FROM
$199 40 Styles on Display! All
Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurni-
tureWI.com 2133 Eastern Ave Ply-
mouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily (WCAN)

MINI GOLDENDOODLE/POO-
DLE Puppies in need of a good

home Cute & Friendly Use to chil-
dren DBO 12/8/23 UTD shots, de-
wormed & vet checked 715-613-

4663

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MOBILITY! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

Moyen AKC Red Poodle pups
25lbs, Cute/curly, 1 yr health guar.

$550 text 715-409-0533
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PICK UP A

AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

Crossroads

Trig’s

Milo’s Country Store

Holiday

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

POMERANIANS APRI CERTI-
FIED PEDIGREES Show

prospects, Friendly Vet chk,
Health Guar. $650 715-654-5149

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day. For
a limited time, we’re cutting instal-
lation costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade! Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary be dealer. Offer ends
3/31/24 1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PUREBRED BLUE HEELER
PUPS excel farm dogs DOB 1-17-
24, wormed $150 b715-754-2970 DENTAL INSURANCE. From

Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516 www.den
tal50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

GUN SHOW MARCH 8, 9 & 10
EAU CLAIRE, Chippewa Valley

Expo Center. 5150 Old Mill Center
608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

PUREBRED MINI POODLE
PUPS Vet Checked Well social-

ized Shawano $350 715-758-6282
The bathroom of your dreams in
as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
& No Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

FREE PET FOOD- Having finan-
cial difficulty? Paws 2 Think can
help. Call Sunnie 715-612-5866COLLECTORS GUN SHOW Mar

16 & 17 - HS Gym Cornell Sat.
8am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm ATTN:
TRUE COLLECTORS! This show
will host modern guns & also a
LARGE percentage of High End
Collectible Guns! Winchesters,
Drillings, Colts, Smith & several
more. MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR THIS SPECIAL SHOW Info
563-608-4401 Marv Kraus
(WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARAN-
TEED LIFE INSURANCE! No
medical exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral & other
final expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company 844-
433-5898 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wcp (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING
A NEW SHOWER? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE de-
sign consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

MobileHelp, America’s Premier
Mobile Medical Alert System.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

LOOKING TO BUY: Wreath Pro-
duction Fraser and Balsam Fir
(trees not taller than 18'), and Pine
boughs from overgrown tree plan-
tations. (Pine from trees less than
12'). Call Jerry 989-255-8733

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES TODAY with a GENERAC
Home Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-year warranty
w/ qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
626-1009 today to schedule a free
quote. it’s not just a generator. Its
a power move. (WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of
death, according to the AMERI-
CAN HEART ASSOCIATION.
Screening can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact
Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE informational
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! FREE consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty
Roofs, Metal bldings Free Est
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
�nd out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
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LEGAL NOTICE
The following application for liquor license has
been made with the undersigned Clerk of the
Town of Little Rice:

NAME: G&L Willow’s End
AGENT: Thor A Laibly
LOCATION: 4823 Willow Dam Road - Hazelhurst,
WI 54531
TYPE: Class B Combination Beer and Liquor
License
The above applicationwill be considered at aTown
Board Meeting on March 12, 2024 at 4:30PM

/s/Christine Sully, Clerk
TOWN OF LITTLE RICE, ONEIDA COUNTY
3737 COUNTY ROAD Y, TOMAHAWK,WI 54487
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Published March 6, 2024 WNAXLP

Lincoln County Highway Department is seeking to purchase
of approximately 35,000 tons of HMA materials for WisDOT,
County Roads and Town Roads projects.

Detailed speci�cation and RFP may be obtained from Lincoln
County Highway Department at 100 Cooper Street, Merrill, WI
54452 or email: john.hanz@co.lincoln.wi.us. Proposal must
conform to the requirements of speci�cations and instructions.

Proposals must be received by the Lincoln County Highway
Department on or before 2:00 P.M. Tuesday March 12, 2024
and will be publicly opened at the Highway Department
100 Cooper Street, Merrill, WI 54452 at 2:10 PM.

Published February 28, 2024 & March 6, 2024 WNAXLP

Lincoln County Highway Department
Request Purchase of

Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) FOB Plant Site
These Materials will be used for

WisDOT LRIP Projects
BID DATE: March 12, 2024 2:00 P.M.
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7005Announcements 

64

7268Wanted to Buy 

140

7475Business and Commercial 

86

7318Internet 

112

7370Roo�ng and Siding 

65

7270Cats 
167

7554Vehicles Wanted 

3

7374Miscellaneous Services

66

7272Dogs 
89

7324Satellites and Antennas 

33

7212Miscellaneous Sales

39

7216Computers and Electronics 

174

7568Heavy Equipment 

48

7236Furniture and Home Decor 
105

7358Home Building Supply 

52

7244Firewood 

80

7308Insurance 

59

7260Sporting Goods 

1

7278 Miscellaneous Pet 

61

7264Guns
75

7292Agriculture Services 

81

7310Health Care Services 

63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 

107

7362Heating and Cooling 

122

7421Vacation For Rent 
108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 
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Aspen is the most common 

forest type in Wisconsin. 
This tree can live to 70 years, 
but after age 50, it rapidly 
declines in health and vigor. 
This tree spreads by the roots 
as well as by seed, and is of-
ten the fi rst tree to sprout 
when an area is cleared and 
exposed to sunlight.

Forest inventory work over 
the years has told us that Wis-
consin’s forests are shifting to 
shade tolerant-species. Con-
sequently, the early succes-
sion plants – the pioneers that 
capitalize on disturbance – 
don’t get a chance to establish 
and their numbers decline. 
Aspen, birch and jack pine 
are all young forest species 
that have steadily decreasing 
numbers. 

As the young forest spe-
cies have decreased over the 
last half  century, so have the 
wildlife species that depend 
on young forest for part of  
their life cycle. The Ameri-
can woodcock has been de-
clining in Wisconsin for the 
last 40 years. There are many 
other bird species in the same 
boat: Whip-poor-wills, brown 
thrashers, veerys, cuckoos, 
and seven warblers (includ-
ing the Golden-winged war-
bler) are listed as Species of  
Greatest Conservation Need 
that are dependent on young 
forest for at least part of  their 
life cycle. 

While mature forests are 
important and young for-
ests are important, the real 
magic happens when you 
have a variety of  ages near 
each other to benefi t a wider 
range of  wildlife. Aspen is an 
easy species to manage for 
young forest habitat. A good 
rule of  thumb for aspen har-
vests is ten to 15 acres cut 
every ten to 15 years, so that 
you have a continuous sup-
ply of  young forest as other 
areas mature. 

To benefi t these wildlife 
species and promote young 
forests in the landscape, 
the Wisconsin Young Forest 
Partnership (WYFP) was 
created in 2014. WYFP’s goal 
is to help private landowners 
manage their forest, which 
often starts with creating a 
forest management plan to 
help guide them forward. 
WYFP provides technical 
and fi nancial assistance 
through their partners to 
aid landowners in obtaining 
a forest management plan 
and implement manage-
ment on their property. 

To learn more about 
young forest habitat, check 
out their website at www.
wiyoungforest.org. 

To learn more about what 
cost-share program may be 
a right fi t for you and your 
property, reach out to have 
a discussion with the WYFP 
Coordinator at wiyoungfor-
est@gmail.com.

HABITAT
FROM PAGE 10

Call
Today!

715-453-2151

Advertise
Here



Drop off or mail to: Tomahawk Leader, 24 W. Rives St. Rhinelander, WI 54501

Call for list of markets
and other options.

Deadline Friday at 10:00 a.m.
Help Your Ad Stand Out With Add-ons:
• Border $3.00 • Blind Box $6.00
• Bold Lettering $3.00 • Photo/Logo $7.00

One word per box. Payment must accompany ad.
All ads are pre-paid, non-refundable (cash, check, credit card).

Name Phone

Address

Additional Lines $1.00
(Partial or Full)

OR Add-A-City
for $4 (5 Line ad)

Rhinelander, Tomahawk,
Antigo, Merrill, Wausau

plus additional papers available,
ask for details.

20
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77

AD COPY

AD DEADLINEFRIDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Classified Ads
$1000

5 Lines
One Paper

(Private Party Only)

24 W. Rives Street
Rhinelander

715-453-2151
866-369-3331

For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at (949) 253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmandiscoveries.com

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP

34
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DISCOVER & EXPLORE
COSTA DEL SOL, SPAIN

OCTOBER 2024

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Round trip scheduled airfare
from ORD or MSP

• Round trip transfers between
airports and hotels

• Personal airport VIP greeting and
check-in service

• Pre-departure orientation and
travel documents

• 7 nights First Class Accommodations

• Includes breakfast daily and 5 dinners

• Discovery Program Guide

• Full day tour of Granada, Malaga, and
Ronda

Departing
October 18, 2024

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
$3,649 PER PERSON

$3,349 PER PERSON
if deposited by March 15th!

BOOK & SAVE
$3,649 PER PERSON

$3,449 PER PERSON
if deposited by April 18th!

Scan QR Code to Book Now!
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FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

DULUTH, Minn. – St. 
Luke’s, based in Duluth, 
Minn., o¯cially completed 
its a¯liation with Wausau-
based Aspirus Health last 
week. 

In a Friday, March 1 joint 
release, Aspirus and St. 
Luke’s said the expanded 
health system now operates 
19 hospitals and 130 outpa-
tient locations with nearly 
14,000 team members, includ-
ing 1,300 employed physicians 
and advanced practice clini-
cians across northeastern 
Minnesota, northern and cen-
tral Wisconsin and the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. 

The system will operate 
headquarters in Wausau and 
maintain a corporate o¯ce 
in Duluth, according to the 
release.

“Both Aspirus and St. 
Luke’s have worked dili-
gently since announcing a 
letter of intent to a¯liate last 
summer, including signing a 
definitive agreement, com-
pleting due diligence and par-
ticipating in a public forum 
with the Minnesota Attorney 
General’s o¯ce in Duluth 
last fall,” the release stated. 
“The a¯liation has satisfied 
all necessary governmental 
notices, waiting periods and 
approvals, and completed the 
Minnesota Attorney Gener-
al’s review process.”

The release said the com-
bined system will “collabo-
rate in clinical care, sharing 
medical knowledge and re-
sources to improve care coor-
dination and increase patient 
access for a broad region.” 

“This will improve patient 
outcomes, provide more 
cost-e�ective services and 
advance the overall quality 

of health care,” the release 
stated.

As part of the a¯liation, 
Aspirus said it has commit-
ted to honoring all physician, 
labor and union contracts; 
investing at least $300 million 
over eight years to fund St. 
Luke’s strategic projects; im-
plementing the Epic electron-
ic medical record platform 
and other standard systems 
to promote integration and 
e¯ciency within 24 months; 
and expanding Aspirus 
Health Plan into St. Luke’s 
service area within two 
years, subject to regulatory 
constraints and timelines, to 
promote coordinated, cost-
e¯cient and e�ective deliv-
ery of health care services to 
its members, according to the 
release.

“We are proud to wel-
come St. Luke’s and Lake 
View to the Aspirus family,” 
said Matt Heywood, Aspirus 
Health President and CEO. 
“Our collective strengths will 
improve health for our com-
munities, and we look for-
ward to what the future holds 
for our patients, sta� and all 
who rely on our system for 
excellent care. Our combined 
team can now begin working 
together as champions for 
the future of health in our 
communities.”

“Today is a historic day,” 
said Nicholas Van Deelen, 
MD, St. Luke’s Co-President. 
“From our founding in 1881, 
St. Luke’s has built a legacy 
as a patient-focused organi-
zation above all else. We are 

proud to join Aspirus Health 
to advance services and ac-
cess in our region. Our like-
minded cultures and values 
are rooted in serving people. 
The completion of our a¯lia-
tion will benefit our employ-
ees, partners and the com-
munities we serve for genera-
tions to come.” 

“We see our a¯liation 
with Aspirus Health as a 
continuation of our mission 
and passion to care for our 
patients and communities,” 
said Eric Lohn, St. Luke’s Co-
President. “Together, we are 
stronger, and we will grow 
and transform to meet the 
changing needs of our com-
munities. We thank all those 
involved in making this a¯li-
ation a reality.”

“We appreciate the sup-
port this a¯liation received 
from all o¯cials involved,” 
Heywood said.

“Patient care and services 
will continue as usual,” Van 
Deelen stated. “Patients can 
continue seeing their cur-
rent providers to receive the 
high-quality, compassionate 
care they always have. The 
clinic locations, phone num-
bers and how you interact 
with us on a day-to-day basis 
will not change. As we make 
enhancements over the com-
ing months, we will keep our 
patients and communities in-
formed.” 

Heywood will continue to 
serve as President and CEO 
of Aspirus Health, and Van 
Deelen and Lohn will contin-
ue to serve as Co-Presidents 
of St. Luke’s. 

“Together, St. Luke’s and 
Aspirus will be an innovative, 
forward-looking system that 
will transform to meet the 
health needs of the changing 
region,” the release stated.

Financial”), a registered 
investment advisor. Mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC. LPL Fi-
nancial and its a¯liated 
companies provide finan-
cial services only from the 
United States.

Throughout this com-
munication, the terms “fi-
nancial advisors” and “ad-
visors” are used to refer to 
registered representatives 
and/or investment advisor 

representatives a¯liated 
with LPL Financial.

We routinely disclose in-
formation that may be im-
portant to shareholders in 
the “Investor Relations” or 
“Press Releases” section 
of  our website.

*Achievement is based 
on annual production 
among LPL-a¯liated in-
vestment programs only. 
Securities and Advisory 
services o�ered through 
LPL Financial, a Regis-
tered Investment Advisor, 

Member FINRA/SIPC. 
The LPL Financial regis-
tered representatives as-
sociated with this website 
may discuss and/or trans-
act business only with 
residents of  the states in 
which they are properly 
registered or licensed (AK, 
AZ, CA, CO, FL, GA, HI, IL 
MD, MI, MO, MT, NJ, OH, 
SC, SD, TX, WA, WI.) No 
o�ers may be made or ac-
cepted from any resident 
of  any other state. FINRA/
SIPC.

TEGGE
FROM PAGE 6

NicoletCoffee.com
You’ll Love Our 

Fresh as the 
Northwoods 

Tastes

Roasted and 
Shipped the
Same Day!

We have fundraising programs, 
email us at info@nicoletcoffee.com
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205W.WISCONSIN AVE,
TOMAHAWK,WI
715-224-3600
Store Hours
MON-FRI 8:30-5:30, SAT 8:30-2:00
www.tomahawkappliance.com

905 1ST AVE., WOODRUFF,WI
715-356-2107

Congratulations
Hatchets

on an outstanding season.

715-356-2107715-356-2107
715-365-2929

2660 Cty. Hwy. G, Rhinelander
1 mile south of

Nicolet College on Hwy. GOf�ce Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5pm

THINK SPRING!

For more information on all our sales and events, go to www.hansonsgardenvillag
e.com
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Save Time & Money
With Bare Root Trees,
Shrubs and Fruits!
Now Accepting Preorders
through Sunday, April 21st

In-Store Sales Begin
Saturday, April 27th

Sign Up
For Sue’s Moss
Basket Classes!
Classes start April 11th Find health

care resources
for kids with
special needs

dhs.wi.gov/wiscway
(877) WiscWay

Connect
today!
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Tomahawk skaters 

fall to New Richmond 
in State tournament

FOR THE TOMAHAWK LEADER
MIDDLETON – The Tomahawk Hatchet hockey team 

took on New Richmond in the first round of  the WIAA Di-
vision 2 State Tournament in Middleton, Wis., on Thurs-
day, Feb. 29 and fell by a score of  8-4.

Tomahawk entered the tournament ranked #4, while 
New Richmond was the top seed.

The Hatchets struck first in the opening frame, with Jo-
nah Dickens putting the puck in the net. New Richmond 
responded with three unanswered goals, but Tomahawk 
rallied before the end of  the period with goals by Logan 
Seymour and Jonah Dickens, making the score 3-3 at the 
end of  the first period.

The Tigers came out strong in the second period, scor-
ing three straight goals. A goal by Caleb Dickens late in 
the period made the score 6-4 heading into the final frame.

New Richmond tacked on two more goals in the third 
period on their way to the 8-4 win, ending Tomahawk’s 
historic season.

The Hatchets’ matchup against the Tigers marked 
Tomahawk hockey’s first trip to State since 1991. 

SPORTS BRIEFS

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 172
The Tomahawk Leader will feature one local 
sports trivia question per week, provided by Bob 
Skubal, retired coach, historian, and author of 
“History of Tomahawk Sports.” Email leadernews@
mmclocal.com if you know the answer! 
The first person to tell us the correct answer each 
week will have their name published in the paper 
if they wish, along with their correct answer to the 
question. 
Week 171 question: Who was the head coach of 
the 1976 girls’ volleyball team: Marilyn Grygo, 
Laurie Stensvold or Linda Mochalski?
Week 171 answer: The head coach of the 1976 
girls’ volleyball team was Linda Mochalski.
Congrats to Don Stelter for being the first to 
answer last week’s question!
Week 172 question: Where did Bonnie 
Draeger run track after high school: UW-
Stevens Point, UW-Superior or UW-La Crosse?

DNR announces fee increase for nonresident 
archer, crossbow hunting licenses

TMS wrestlers hold awards ceremony
The Tomahawk Middle School (TMS) wrestling team held its end-of-season awards ceremony and pizza party in the TMS cafeteria 
on Thursday, Feb. 29. Award winners are as follows: RJ Guzman (not pictured), MVP 6th Grade; Charlee Lund, MVP 7th Grade; 
Hudson Evans, MVP 8th Grade; Brayden Nowak, Most Takedowns, 6th Grade (28); Charlee Lund, Most Takedowns, 7th Grade 
(13); Colton McMeekin, Most Takedowns, 8th Grade (27); RJ Guzman, Most Pins Overall (10); Dawson Jones and Lillian Taves, 
Don Hendrick Award (both earned 4.0 GPAs); Colton McMeekin, Most Improved Wrestler. “Congratulations to the entire team for 
a successful year on the mat,” coaches Bellile, Derleth and McMeekin said. Photo courtesy of David Bellile

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Department of  Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), on Fri-
day, March 1, announced a 
fee increase for nonresident 
archer and crossbow hunt-
ing licenses. 

A release from DNR said 
this change is the result of  
Governor Tony Evers sign-

ing Senate Bill 780, now 2023 
Wisconsin Act 99.

Nonresident archer and 
crossbow licenses fees in-
creased $35.00, from $165.00 
to $200.00 per customer. 

New buyers of  nonresi-
dent archer licenses fees in-
creased $17.00, from $82.75 to 
$99.75 per customer.

“This change brings the 
cost of  archer and cross-

bow licenses in alignment 
with the cost of  a firearm 
license,” DNR stated, adding 
that the additional revenue 
generated by this change 
will “support wildlife habitat 
and management activities.” 

License fees for many 
nonresident hunting and 
fishing licenses increased in 
July 2023 as part of  the 2024-
2025 state budget.

Licenses for the 2024 li-
cense year are available for 
purchase and are valid April 
1, 2024, through March 31, 
2025. 

Hunting and fishing li-
censes can be purchased 
online via Go Wild (www.
gowild.wi.gov/), any DNR 
Service Center or from an 
authorized sales agent loca-
tion.

North Central Conservancy Trust earns national accreditation
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

STEVENS POINT – North 
Central Conservancy Trust 
(NCCT) recently announced 
that it has achieved national 
recognition.

A release from NCCT 
said the organization began 
30 years ago, when conser-
vation-minded central Wis-
consinites from Wausau 
and Stevens Point worked 

together to form a land 
trust, a “community-based, 
nonprofit organization ded-

icated to conserving land.”
NCCT said its mission 

is to “conserve the natural 
heritage of  central Wiscon-
sin through the protection 
of  land.” 

“NCCT works with land-
owners to develop conserva-
tion easements that protect 
and preserve the ecological 
values of  their properties,” 
the release stated. “The or-
ganization also owns sev-

eral preserves that are open 
to the public, including the 
160-acre Mumford Preserve 
in Marathon County.” 

NCCT is based in Ste-
vens Point operates in an 
eight-county service area 
that includes Lincoln, 
Taylor, Clark, Marathon, 
Wood, Portage, Adams and 
Waushara counties. 

NCCT
CONTINUES ON PAGE 16

WEATHER
DATE HIGH (°F) LOW (°F)
Sunday, Feb. 25 50 15
Monday, Feb. 26 53 24
Tuesday, Feb. 27 66 6
Wednesday, Feb. 28 19 -4
Thursday, Feb. 29 35 24
Friday, March 1 53 29
Saturday, March 2 58 36

Open gym
Open gym, for basketball only, will be held in the 

Tomahawk school complex fieldhouse from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. each Wednesday through May, excluding days 
when school is not in session. All participants must sign 
a waiver form. Children under the age of  16 must be ac-
companied by an adult age 21 or older. 



In need of money -
Many new Charities to choose from
Cost of Food Products are going up!
Increase of people using pantry in

past 3 years
Please Donate!!!

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

FOOD
PANTRY

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
W7994 Somo Dam Rd., Tomahawk, WI 54487

Open Wed 1-3, Fri 11am-12:30pm

This ad sponsored by:

1411 N. 4th St., Suite 201
Stonewood Center
Tomahawk, WI

715-453-3366 • www.cisgrp.com 05
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YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry

PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 5448
Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30

Always in need of
• Beef Stew • Baked Beans • Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Cooking Oil • Cereal • Instant Potatoes • Noodles
• Pasta • Peanut Butter & Jelly • Soup • Spaghetti Sauce

• Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods

at

They’re
Here!

Available March 1st
through April 1st!

(That’s no April Fool’s!)

You can order from any
Girl Scout or contact
Linda Neumeyer
at 715-612-0446

358161

Troops Host
Cookie Drive-Up:
in Trig’s Parking Lot (West side of lot)

Sat., Mar. 2 - 10-1
Sat., Mar. 9 - 10-1
Sun., Mar. 10 - 10-1
Sat., Mar. 16 - 10-1
Sun., Mar. 17 - 10-1
Sat., Mar. 23 - 10-1
Sat., Mar. 30 - 10-1

It’s Girl ScoutWeekMarch 10-16
Happy 112th Birthday
Girl Scouts - 3/12/2024

Customers can sponsor packages of
cookies that are sent by GSNWGL
directly to the military, local shelters,
frontline workers and food banks.

• 9 Varieties (1 Gluten Free)

All Cookies $5.00 (Gluten Free - $6.00)
Same Great Flavors!

mco.sfooR lateM reveroF

!EREH SI REMMUS
Y!ATODALL OUR INSTYSCHEDULE 

Design Your Forever
Metal Roof!

ForeverMetalRoofs.com

Beautiful • Permanent • Guaranteed
Call Now for a
FREE Estimate
Visit Our Suamico

Show Room

920-434-4200

Become a Direct Care Professional
FREE TRAINING. $500 BONUS.

GET
STARTED
TODAY!

WisCaregiverCDCP.com

Commercial
Equestrian
Hobby Shops
Agricultural
Garages

AndMore!

S T R U C T U R E S
www.GingerichStructures.com

EasternWisconsin
920-889-0960

WesternWisconsin
608-988-6338

Eastern CO
719-822-3052

Nebraska & Iowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410

Kansas &
Missouri

816-858-7040
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@MetroCreative

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU
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BY EMILY STONE
NATURALIST/EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR, CABLE 
NATURAL HISTORY 
MUSEUM

I’ve been hearing a lot 
of  complaints from people 
who are feeling lonely 
this winter. For once, they 
aren’t feeling cooped up by 
icy roads and constant bliz-
zards. Instead, we miss our 
feathered friends! A suite of  
factors, including the nice 
weather, means that birds 
are not as abundant as usu-
al at our backyard feeders.

My guess is that with 
shallow snow many birds 
are able to find food in the 
woods. Plus, the mild tem-
peratures reduce the num-
ber of  calories they require 
to stay warm. In addition, 
the grosbeaks, redpolls, and 
crossbills we love to see are 
“irruptive species.” To ir-
rupt means to enter an area 
suddenly (in contrast to the 
lava erupting out of  the vol-
cano suddenly). We don’t 
see these irruptive spe-
cies every winter, at least 
not in any quantity. Most 
migrations are driven by 
food availability, and these 
are no di�erent. This year, 
their favorite foods are 
more abundant elsewhere.

One exception, at least 
at my feeders, are pine sis-
kins. These stripey little 
finches with yellow high-
lights breed in the remote 
forests of  Canada, as well 
as northern Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. When their 
typical winter food supplies 

in the north are low, pine 
siskins may flock into New 
England, the upper Mid-
west, or even the southeast-
ern United States. They are 
looking for plentiful sup-
plies of  seeds from pines, 
cedars, larch, hemlock, 
spruce, alder, birch, and 
maple. I’m not sure what 
natural food is abundant 
this year, but my plentiful 
pine siskins seem to be en-
joying a “sunflower chips” 
mix that has some hulled 
and some whole sunflower 
seeds. 

In fact, I’ve been observ-
ing that pine siskins are 
the most dominant birds at 
my feeder. They will hiss 
and spread their wings ag-
gressively to prevent gold-
finches, chickadees, and 
nuthatches from swooping 
in to grab one of  those tasty 
sunflower seeds. 

By eating all those seeds, 
pine siskins put on 50 per-
cent more winter fat than 
their cousins—common 
redpolls and American 
goldfinches. Little birds 
don’t store fat in an insu-
lating layer of  blubber like 
penguins and whales; they 
accumulate stores of  brown 
fat around their wishbone 
and abdomen as a ready 
source of  fuel for their 
metabolisms. Siskins also 
store a bedtime snack right 
in their esophagus—in the 
expandable section called 
the “crop.” But it isn’t just 
a single cookie and glass of  
milk; their crop can store 
seeds equal to 10 percent of  
their body mass. 

Those calories could get 
them through five or six 
hours of  sub-zero tempera-
tures. They can survive 
negative 94 degree Fahren-
heit nights by revving up 
their metabolic rate to five 
times normal for several 
hours. That’s 40% higher 
than other songbirds.

Why don’t more little 
birds put on that much fat 
for winter? Getting too fat 
can make it harder and 
more energetically costly to 
fly, and reduce their ability 

to escape predators. Chick-
adees may only achieve 
10 percent body fat in the 
winter. Instead, chickadees 
store food. They cache up to 
100,000 food items per year – 
most of  them in the winter. 
In order to remember all of  
those caches, chickadees 
add new neurons for every 
hidden seed, berry, or in-
sect. The result is a 30 per-
cent increase in brain vol-
ume, which shrinks again 
during the easy-living days 
of  summer.

Besides adding a little 

fat and a lot of  neurons, 
chickadees grow 12 percent 
more feathers for winter 
insulation. That’s nothing 
compared to common red-
polls, who add 31 percent 
more feathers! That’s a big 
increase for a bird that only 
weighs half  an ounce to be-
gin with. Why don’t more 
birds add that many feath-
ers? During a Wild About 
Winter Ecology Workshop 
years ago, Prof. Sheldon 
Cooper from UW Oshkosh 
compared small birds add-

ing feathers to putting a 
toddler in a snowsuit. A big 
being, like a snowy owl or 
an adult human, can still 
move pretty well, even if  
you add some pu�y lay-
ers. The smaller the being, 
though, the more those lay-
ers can impede movement.

From fat to feathers, all 
winter adaptations have 
their pros and cons, just 
like this weirdly warm 
winter we’re having. If  the 
birds have left you feeling 
lonely, take advantage of  
the clear roads and visit a 
human friend instead!

Author’s Note: Portions 
of  this article are reprinted 
from 2014 and 2019.

Emily’s award-winning 
second book, Natural Con-
nections: Dreaming of  an 
Elfin Skimmer, is available 
to purchase at www.cabl-
emuseum.org/books and 
at your local independent 
bookstore, too.

For more than 50 years, 
the Cable Natural His-
tory Museum has served to 
connect you to the North-
woods. Our exhibit: “The 
Northwoods ROCKS!” is 
open through March 9. Our 
Winter/Spring Calendar of  
Events is ready for regis-
tration! Follow us on Face-
book, Instagram, YouTube, 
and www.cablemuseum.org
to see what we are up to.

Pine siskins put on more fat than many other little birds. They also �uff out their feathers and tuck 
up their toes to stay warm on frigid days. Photo by Emily Stone
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THANK YOU TO ALL
2024 CONTRIBUTORS TO NCO/AMVETS

POST 724 FISHING TOURNAMENT

216 W. WISCONSIN AVE
LOCATED IN

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
TOMAHAWK, WI

715-224-3666
honeycombloft@hotmail.com

STOP BY AND SEE
OUR NEW LINE OF
MEN’S CLOTHING
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FISHING & HUNTINGTIMES

Solunar fishing and hunting chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon is March 10th.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major
Mar 6 3:57AM 7:33AM 12:14PM 8:03PM
Mar 7 4:38AM 8:33AM 1:37PM 9:02PM
Mar 8 5:09AM 9:30AM 3:04PM 9:58PM
Mar 9 5:34AM 10:25AM 4:30PM ---
Mar 10 5:56AM 10:51PM 5:55PM 11:17AM
Mar 11 6:16AM 11:43PM 7:18PM 12:09PM
Mar 12 6:37AM 12:34AM 8:41PM 1:00PM
Mar 13 7:00AM 1:26AM 10:03PM 1:53PM 33

98
63

Century21BestWay.com

Ready to work for you!

33
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69

119 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Tomahawk

715-453-3365
Merrill

715-536-9518
Call the

Real Estate Experts!
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of  its most recent project 
in 2023, the organization 
now holds 60 conserva-
tion easements and has 
surpassed 5,000 total 
acres of  land protected, 
including more than 10 
miles of  shoreline on 
central Wisconsin water-
bodies.

In earning national 
recognition, NCCT joins 
a network of  over 450 
accredited land trusts 
across the nation and 16 
in Wisconsin that have 
“demonstrated their 
commitment to profes-
sional excellence and to 
maintaining the public’s 
trust in their work,” ac-
cording to the release.

“This is NCCT’s first 
attempt at becoming ac-
credited, though it has 
been a goal for the orga-
nization for a long time,” 
NCCT stated.

“It is exciting to rec-
ognize NCCT with this 
national mark of  dis-
tinction,” said Melissa 
Kalvestrand, Executive 
Director of  the Land 
Trust Accreditation 
Commission. “Donors 
and partners can trust 
the more than 450 accred-
ited land trusts across 
the country are united 
behind strong standards 
and have demonstrated 
sound finances, ethical 
conduct, responsible gov-
ernance and lasting stew-
ardship.”

“We are thrilled that 
NCCT has been granted 
national accreditation 
status after completing a 
rigorous review process 
of  our land trust activi-
ties and performance,” 
said Jill Falstad, Presi-
dent of  NCCT’s Board of  
Directors. “We are grate-
ful to our supporters 
over the past 30 years, 
including board and 
committee members, do-
nors, landowners, staff, 
property monitors, vol-
unteers and community 
partners, who have all 
contributed to building 
and advancing our land 
trust so we could meet 
the high standards for 
national accreditation 
and receive this designa-
tion. Our strength means 
more special places in 
central Wisconsin will be 
protected forever, mak-
ing our communities an 
even greater place now 
and for future genera-
tions.”

Accredited land trusts 
steward almost 20 mil-
lion acres of  land across 
the United States, equiv-
alent to the size of  more 
than half  of  the state of  
Wisconsin, according to 
the release.

“NCCT provided exten-
sive documentation to the 
National Land Trust Ac-
creditation Commission 
during the years-long ap-
plication process,” said 
NCCT Executive Director 
Chris Radford. “After a 
comprehensive third-
party evaluation, the 

commission awarded the 
distinction of  accredita-
tion, signifying its confi-
dence that NCCT meets 
the highest standards in 
all categories. We thank 
all of  those who worked 
so hard to help NCCT 
reach this milestone as 
this status could not have 
been achieved without 
the many contributions 
of  the team members 
dedicated to this task.”

NCCT is one of  1,363 
land trusts across the 
United States and more 
than 40 in Wisconsin, 
according to the Land 
Trust Alliance’s most re-
cent National Land Trust 
Census. Of  those, 16 are 
nationally accredited. 
A complete list of  ac-
credited land trusts and 
more information about 
the process and benefits 
can be found at www.
landtrustaccreditation.
org.

The organization said 
it is “thrilled about their 
recent designation and 
is encouraged about 
working with more land-
owners to permanently 
protect their wetlands, 
shoreline, prairies, for-
ests, agricultural lands, 
and habitat that supports 
birds, wildlife and native 
plant communities.” 

To learn more about 
land protection oppor-
tunities, conservation 
easements or supporting 
NCCT, visit www.ncctwi.
org or call 715-344-1910. 

NCCT
FROM PAGE 14 LCHD partnering with local 

businesses, organizations to 
distribute gun lock kits

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LINCOLN COUNTY – 
The Lincoln County Health 
Department (LCHD), with 
support from the Healthy 
Minds for Lincoln County 
Coalition, is working with 
local businesses and orga-
nizations to distribute gun 
lock kits.

A Friday, March 1 re-
lease from LCHD said the 
initiative “aims to increase 
awareness about safe stor-
age of  firearms in e�ort to 
prevent suicide and pro-
mote child safety.”

LCHD said the following 
locations will provide free 
gun locks and educational 
materials to the public: 
The Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC) of  
Central Wisconsin, Aspirus 
Health, Children’s Wiscon-

sin, the Lincoln County 
Sheri�’s O¯ce, Lincoln 
County Social Services, 
the Lincoln County Sports 
Club, Lincoln County Vet-
erans Services, Marshfield 
Clinic Merrill, the Merrill 
Fire and Police Depart-
ments, Pine River School 
for Young Learners, the 
Rock Falls Rod and Gun 

Club, the Somo Fish and 
Game Club and Tomahawk 
Furniture and Guns. 

Supplies are limited.
“We are grateful to be 

partnering with organiza-
tions and businesses in 
Lincoln County to distrib-
ute gun lock kits,” said 
Kristin Bath, LCHD Public 
Health Educator and lead 
of  Healthy Minds for Lin-
coln County. “Gun-related 
injuries and deaths are 
preventable. This initiative 
provides the community 
with a resource to help keep 
their families safe.” 

To learn more about the 
initiative or to get involved 
with the Healthy Minds for 
Lincoln County Coalition, 
contact Bath at 715-539-1373 
or kristin.bath@co.lincoln.
wi.us or visit www.welllin-
coln.org. 

News Briefs
City of Tomahawk 
winter parking ban

The City of  Tomahawk’s winter parking 
ban will be in e�ect through Friday, March 
15. Parking on city streets is prohibited be-
tween 2:30 a.m. and 5 a.m.

Grace Lutheran blood drive
A blood drive, sponsored by the Ameri-

can Red Cross, will be held at Grace Luther-
an Church, 108 W. Somo Ave., Tomahawk, 
on Tuesday, March 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. Appointments are recommended, 
but not necessary. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit www.red-
crossblood.org. A Red Cross ID or photo ID 
is required.

Open Arms Community Meal 
closed until March 19

Open Arms Community Meal, served 
each Tuesday at St. Mary’s Corpus Christi 
Center, 320 E. Washington Ave., Tomahawk, 
will be closed until March 19. 




