
(715) 536-7121

Share your success and plans with the people of the area.

Contact the Merrill Foto News of�ce to be a
part of the Business Pro�le.

The Merrill Area Dining Guide will now be in the
Pro�le Magazine and inserted into the paper.

The Foto News is mailed to all addresses in the
Merrill area. That’s over 14,600 papers!

• What would you like all of the community to know
about your business from 2023?

• How long have you been a part of the
community’s success?

• What’s in your plans for the future?

• What makes your company a good place to work?

• Would you like to recognize your employees’
contributions to your success?

BUSINESS PROFILE
A Community Update on 2023

You are the community’s future!

343756

1400 Logan Ave. • Merrill • 715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-1

Merrill Country Store

$2389
(Through 2-3-24)
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As the winter chill sets in, parents seek 
the perfect balance between warmth and 
safety for their little ones. Pu�y coats, 
while a popular choice for insulation, 
come with an unexpected danger when 
combined with car seats.

Aspirus Health, in collaboration with 
insights from Jaime Oswald, MD, Aspirus 
Family Medicine Physician and Safe Kids 
Wisconsin (SKW), aims to guide parents 
and caregivers in bundling and buckling 
their kids up securely during the winter 
months.

Pu�y coats, while they look like they 
are going to be really warm and keep your 
child safe in that regard, put a lot of  space 
in between your child and the car seat 
straps.

“If  you think that you’re cinching down 
those car seat straps, there’s actually this 
big gap where the pu�y coat is sitting,” 
said Dr. Oswald. According to Safe Kids 
Wisconsin (SKW), a pu�y coat adds four 
inches of  slack to car seat harness straps, 
which Dr. Oswald says, “causes a potential 
for your child to slide around in their car 
seat in the event of  a car accident, which 
would defeat the purpose then of  the car 
seat.”

To ensure both warmth and safety 
during cold weather, Dr. Oswald 
recommends alternatives to pu�y coats 
in car seats. Parents can opt for lighter, 
thinner layers such as sweaters that don’t 
compromise the snug fit of  the car seat 
straps. Additionally, hats, gloves, boots, 
and blankets provide warmth once the 
child is securely strapped in and can be an 
e�ective substitute for bulky outerwear.

“A practical rule of  thumb to use when 
trying to figure out if  you’re dressing your 
kid warm enough for the cold weather is 
that they should be wearing what you’re 
wearing, plus a layer,” said Dr. Oswald. She 
suggests that parents dress their children 
in a manner similar to themselves, plus an 

additional layer. For instance, if  a parent 
is wearing a jacket, the child can wear a 
jacket and a hat. This ensures that the 
child stays warm without compromising 
their safety in the car seat.

Aspirus Health recommends SKW’s 
simple coat check to ensure the security 
of  the car seat. After strapping the child 
into the car seat with the coat on, parents 
can remove the child without adjusting the 
straps, take o� the coat, and place the child 
back in the seat. Dr. Oswald says, “If  the 
straps still fit snugly, the layer is safe. But 
if  the straps become significantly looser, 
the layer is too thick and poses a risk.”

By adopting alternative clothing options 
and following safety measures, parents can 
ensure their little ones are snugly secured, 
protected from both the cold weather 
and the unexpected dangers of  pu�y 
coats in car seats. For more information 
on passenger safety, visit aspirus.org/
passenger-safety.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Feb. 1, 1998, Robin 
Grenfell began working for 
Trinity Lutheran School 
in Merrill as the school’s 
Secretary. Now, nearly 26 
years later, Robin is on 
the verge of  completing 
her 25th year of  working 
with Trinity and starting 
her 26th. Today she works 
as the Administrative 
Assistant at Trinity Merrill 
Lutheran Church, a role she 
assumed seven years ago. 
In between, Robin has also helped with 
the Trinity Youth program, started the 
Kids For Christ Youth Group for younger 
students, became the Youth Director for 
Trinity, and started Trinity School’s After 
School Care Program. She is well known 
by many area children and adults for her 
active involvement in so many aspects of  
the school and church over the years. 

“Robin Grenfell is the cheerful face 
that greets you when you step into 
the o�ce at Trinity Merrill Lutheran 
Church,” said Britnee Hartwig, Director 
of  Communications for Trinity Merrill 
Lutheran Church and School.  

“Trinity would like to truly thank Robin 
for her commitment as an employee for the 
past 25 years, for her dedication to Trinity 
for all her life, and for her commitment to 
working in God’s Kingdom for His Glory,” 
she said.

“Robin takes pride in her job and enjoys 
what she does at Trinity in all facets,” 
Hartwig said. “Along with working 
with congregational members in many 
capacities, creating the weekly bulletins 
and monthly newsletters, providing 
assistance for funerals, weddings, and 
baptisms, and everything else she does 

to keep the church afloat, 
Robin is also always there 
to listen, encourage, and 
give a hug.”

“Being that I am a 
lifelong member, I know 
most of  our members and 
am excited to meet and 
get to know our newest 
members, too,” Grenfell 
said.

“I don’t look at my ‘job’ 
at Trinity as a job,” she 
said. “I take pride and 
enjoy what I do at Trinity 
in all of  the facets that 
I have had here ...the 

church o�ce is a bustling place all year 
long. I’ve had the privilege to assist and 
work with some of  the most wonderful 
people through my years at Trinity.”

Baptized at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Grenfell attended church there with her 
family throughout her childhoold and 
also attended Trinity Lutheran School 
for all eight grades. “This past summer I 
helped to organize a 45th reunion with my 
past eighth grade classmates from Trinity 
School,” Grenfell said. “We are still like 
one big family after 45 years.”

She was confirmed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church and then married her husband, 
Rich, at Trinity in 1983. They now have 
two children who also were baptized and 
confirmed at Trinity and went through 
Trinity School. “Our son Ross and his wife, 
Lisa, live in Thiensville, Wis., and have 
given us two beautiful granddaughters, 
Evelyn and Leona. Our daughter, Raena, 
married Zach Grisa at Trinity and are 
members of  Trinity. Raena and Zach have 
two children, Mira and Grayden, who are 
baptized members of  Trinity and attend 
Trinity School,” Grenfell said. “They 

The hidden danger:  
Puffy coats and car seats

Grenfell celebrates  
25-year milestone with 

Trinity in Merrill

See GRENFELL page 2

Winter is here to stay a while. Be sure the kids are bundled up–bring on the hats, mittens, and 
scarves–put that emergency kit in your car (see last week’s paper for what to include), use 
common sense, and follow these simple safety steps. 

Graphic courtesy of National Weather Service.

Robin Grenfell.
Lifetouch photo.

This kind of puffy coat is a no-go in a carseat 
or booster. 

This baby is snug in a carseat with warm layers, not a puffy slippery coat. Straps should be 
adjusted tighter to hold baby securely in the seat. Stock photos.

NicoletCoffee.com
You’ll Love Our Fresh
as the Northwoods Tastes

Roasted and 
Shipped the
Same Day!



225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau
715-355-4462

Hours:Monday-Friday 9a-7p, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

4ct.

2ct.

per pack12ct.

20ct.20ct.

$299

99¢

Kaiser Roll
Dough

Strawberry
Shortcake Cookie

Dough

Fully cooked Chicken
& Apple Smoked
Chicken Sausage

$799

Breakfast Sandwiches
(Sausage or

Canadian Bacon)

10” GF Broccoli
& Cheddar Pizza

Crusts

$499
Lemon White

Chocolate
Cookie Dough

34
46

44

$1359 $1409

Preschool/PreK/Kindergarten

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, Feb. 6th • 4:30-6pm

Come see what our school is all about.
Visit classrooms and meet our teachers.
For families interested in enrolling children
ages 3-5 for Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten, or
Kindergarten for the 2024-2025 school year.
• Pre-Kindergarten is M,W, F
• Preschool is T, TH
• Full day and half day options are available

for preschool programs
• Kindergarten is in session M-F full days

For more information,
please contact the school of�ce

at 715-536-7264 or email
schoolof�ce@stjohnmerrill.org
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1104 East Third Street, Merrill

St. John Lutheran School

SCHWAN’S DEALS!
Supreme Pizza
$499

or
3/$12

Sliced Beef w/Mashed Potatoes
$1150 40 oz.

Sweet & Sour Chicken w/Rice
$325

12 oz.

DELI SPECIALS
Farmers Cheese
$299

lb.

Smoked Turkey Breast
$649

lb.

Fresh California Oranges-
Minimally Sprayed
$549

½ peck
$32 a case (40 lbs.)
The best you’ll ever taste!

Closed Tuesdays January-March

Organic Homegrown Carrots
$149 lb.

JUST IN!
Fresh California Oranges
2/$1
$549

½ peck

$32 a case (72 ct.)

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINES PINES
PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
 PINESPINESPINES

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

341687In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Brats Original
Uncooked - Frozen
40 oz........................................ ONLY

$489

Turkey Breast Fully Cooked
Honey Smoked - Frozen
10 lbs..................................ONLY

$119
a lb

Chicken Tenders Breaded
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs....................................ONLY

$199
a lb

Beef Patties Frozen
Uncooked - Angus
32 oz..........................................ONLY

$299

Chicken Drumsticks
Breaded - Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs......................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Beef Franks
Uncured - Frozen
37 oz..........................................ONLY

$499

Chicken Breast
Uncooked - Frozen
Stuffed w/Broccoli Cheese
3 lbs.....................................ONLY

$249
a lb

Pork Sausage
Uncooked - Frozen
48 oz..........................................ONLY

$499

Haddock Fillets
Skinless, Boneless - Frozen
2.5 lbs..................................ONLY

$499
a lb

Butter
Salted - Whipped
8 oz............................................ONLY

$149

Sour Cream
Reduced Fat
16 oz...........................................ONLY 89¢

Cottage Cheese
Large Curd - 4% Fat
16 oz...........................................ONLY 99¢

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz.............................................ONLY 69¢

American Cheese
Sliced - Yellow
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$899

Shredded Cheese
3 Cheese Blend
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$949

Shredded Cheese
Pizza Blend
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$799

Cool Whip
Original Frozen
8 oz............................................ONLY

$149

Salmon Fillets
Skinless - Boneless
Frozen
32 oz..........................................ONLY

$899

Ketchup
20 oz...........................................ONLY 69¢

Corn Flakes
12 oz...........................................ONLY 99¢

Bacon Apple Cider
Frozen
12 oz..........................................ONLY

$149

Meatloaf
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs.....................................ONLY

$149
a lb

Salisbury Steak
Fully Cooked - Frozen
16 oz..........................................ONLY

$149

Chicken - Sliced, Oven Roasted
Frozen
16 oz..........................................ONLY

$149

Bacon - Applewood Smoked
Frozen
12 oz..........................................ONLY

$189

Corn Dogs - w/Stic 36 ct.
Frozen
9 lbs.....................................ONLY

$1199

French Fries
Crispy Curls - Frozen
4 lbs...........................................ONLY

$499

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm • Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm • Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
Hashbrowns
Oval Pattie - Frozen
3.5 lbs........................................ONLY

$499

Roast Beef Ultra Thin Sliced
Fully Cooked - Frozen

7 oz.............................................ONLY 99¢

Pizza Thin Crust
Cheese - 4 Ct - Frozen
52 oz..........................................ONLY

$499

Orange Juice
No Pulp
52 oz..........................................ONLY

$349

Coffee
Whole Bean - House Blend
40 oz. .........................................ONLY

$499

Almonds
Garlic Herb - Olive Oil
20 oz .........................................ONLY

$399
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TRINITY MERRILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
611 WEST MAIN ST. MERRILL

4K-8th
OPEN
HOUSE

Get ready for the new scool year by coming to the open house to find your
new classroom and meet your teacher.

Parents, this is a great opportunity to ask questions.

Proud to be a
Wisconsin Choice School!
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Friends of  Council 
Grounds State Park 
(FoCGSP) recently 
presented the T.B. Scott 
Free Library in Merrill 
with a donation of  $250 to be 
used to purchase 50 day-use 
Wisconsin resident State 
Park passes for the “Check 
Out Wisconsin State Parks 
at your Library” program. 
Passes may be used at any 
State Park in Wisconsin, 
but of  course, the Friends 
Group encourages people 
to visit Council Grounds 
State Park right here in the 
Merrill area.

The program and passes 
aim to expand new visitors’ 
access to the Wisconsin State 
Park system by providing 
families with a chance to 
visit any Wisconsin State 
Park or Forest for free 
and introduces people to 
the library system and to 
Wisconsin State Parks. Each 
vehicle pass is valid for one 
day of  the patron’s choosing. 
Along with the daily pass, 
the cardholder will receive 
an information kit of  State 
Park materials and maps, 
stickers, accessibility 
information, and more. 

The FoCGSP also 
purchased and donated 
four pairs of  snowshoes to 

the T.B. Scott Free Library 
for child and smaller adult 
use. These snowshoes will 
enable families to enjoy 
the outdoors together, as 
the T.B. Scott Free Library 
already owns two pairs of  
adult snowshoes. All six 
pairs of  snowshoes are now 
available for checkout by 
library cardholders from 
the T.B. Scott “Library of  
Things.”

Donation of  the 
showshoes and funds 
to purchase State Park 
passes was approved by the 
members of  the FoCGSP 
at their Nov. 2023 meeting. 
The group also supports 
park stewardship, making 
improvements in the park, 
hiring Wiscorp crews to 
build trails, and donations 
to the community with 
funds from membership 
dues, grants, donations from 
the public at park events, 
and from money earned 
from the sale of  firewood 
during the camping season. 
Council Grounds State Park 
is unique in the State Park 
system because the Friends 
group is the only group in 
the Friends of  Wisconsin 
State Park system where 
group volunteers on the 
Wood Crew make all the 
firewood sold in the park. 
Other State Parks must 
purchase firewood from 
outside vendors.

GRENFELL from page 1

bring us so much joy. Our greatest happiness comes 
from our time with our grandchildren.”

“When I am not in the church o�ce, I love spending 
time with my family,” she said. “My family is most 
important behind my God.”

“I love my time with my husband, Rich. Together we 
love to travel, especially by car so we can talk, laugh, 
and reminisce,” Grenfell said. “We also love to eat – you 
might say we are ‘foodies,’ we love to take side-by-side 
rides, and spend time at our lake cottage and time at our 
cabin in the woods.” 

“God has truly blessed me with a wonderful life,” 
she said. “If  I had to set a goal for myself, it would be 
to always be kind and loving to everyone who passes 
through my life.”

“You can make a di�erence in someone’s life by just 
being kind,” Grenfell said. “Always try to smile. It makes 
you feel better, along with brightening up the day for 
those that you meet.”

Empire Trio to perform in Merrill
Hooray for Hollywood! And Hooray for Merrill, because 

Empire Trio will take the stage at the Merrill High School 
Auditorium on Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, at 7 p.m. as part of  
the Merrill Concert Association’s (MACA) 2023-24 season. 

Blending the sights and sounds of  Hollywood, Empire 
Trio will perform the most beloved and famous songs of  
Hollywood from the 1930s to the 1990s. Performing songs 
from Casablanca, James Bond, Titanic, and The Wizard 
of  Oz, they will also share stories about the great singers 
who performed those songs, from Judy Garland and Frank 
Sinatra to Céline Dion and Barbra Streisand. Promising to 
take you back in time musically, this highly entertaining 
show is performed by a uniquely talented classical crossover 
ensemble, featuring piano, violin, and three vocalists. 

Empire Trio’s shows have it all, and they breathe new 
life into familiar toe-tapping favorites with their unique 
and innovative arrangements. New York City based 
Empire Trio has performed in concert halls all over the 
world, from Carnegie Hall and the Lincoln Center to The 
Redlands Cowl in California and Ronnie Scott’s in London. 

Attendance at all MACA events is open to members 
only, but anyone can become a member by purchasing 
a season membership. Membership dues help support 
MACA’s ongoing mission to provide live performances 

by professional musicians for the entertainment and 
betterment of  our community. Call Nancy at 715.536.1903 
for more information or to let her know you want to join 
so they can get your membership materials ready and you 
don’t miss a minute of  enjoyment the evening of  the concert. 
Or go to merrillconcerts.org or email MerrillConcerts@
gmail.com.

Friends of Council Grounds make 
donations to T.B. Scott Library

NEED TO ADVERTISE?
CALL 715-536-7121

From L to R:   Laurie Nikolai-
Svetlik, Social Media 
Coordinator for the Friends of 
Council Grounds State Park 
(FoCGSP);  Maria Pregler, 
Head of Adult Services at the 
T.B. Scott Free Library; Laurie 
Ollhoff, Library Director at the 
T.B. Scott Free Library; Sarah 
Gilbert Ranger at Council 
Grounds State Park; Paul 
Thomas, FoCGSP President; 
and Cathy Robinson, FoCGSP 
Treasurer. Submitted photo.

See DONATIONS
page 12



The Annual Meeting of the Owners of Lots,
Niches or Crypts at Merrill Memorial Park Inc.,

will be held at the cemetery of�ce at
6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 22, 2024

for the transaction of any and all business that
may properly come before the meeting.

NOTICE OF MEETING

Merrill Memorial Park, Inc
Robert Schneider (Secretary)
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Merrill Area
UnitedWay

GIVE •ADVOCATE
•VOLUNTEER

January 2024 -- Foto News Article
Merrill Area United Way
Dee Olsen, Executive Director

Our lives are built around certain expectations. During the winter we expect the highways and
the street roads to be plowed. We expect the utilities to provide energy for heat in the winter, and
cool in the summer. We expect our refuse to be picked up at curbside, or by a private provider. If
we are sick, we expect doctors to help us. This list goes on forever. But not all people can have
such expectations. There are people in our community that have no expectations, or limited
expectations. Sometimes it is because they are unable to cover the costs of some of the most
basic needs in their lives. Others, because of life choices they have made.

The community cannot be held responsible to ensure that everyone’s expectations are met, but
we certainly can get engaged to help improve those expectations for others. We have all fallen
short of our own expectations at one point or another. The Merrill Area United Way felt that pang
a little during this recent fall campaign. Although multiple e�orts were made to try to reach our
goal, we didn’t meet our expectations. The ripple e�ects of all that has an impact on our local
organizations and the 20 agencies we serve and assist with their funding needs.

Twenty-one incredible people serve on the Merrill Area United Way Board. They are strong and
determined to do the best they can to seek positive, meaningful impact and outcomes in our
primary areas of health, education, and basic needs. Intent on trying to meet the 2024 funding
allocation requests of our agencies, the Board agreed to apply every single dollar raised from
the campaign to this year’s allocations funding. In addition, they supported providing yet another
$10,000 to aid in meeting that need. Clearly by doing this, there were ZERO funds applied
for administration or operations. It will be a tighter budget for 2024 as reserve funds will have
to support operations for 2024. We are driven to try to expand the campaign for 2024-25 by
engaging in additional workplace campaigns.

Around the corner for United Way is the development and unveiling of a new website in early
2024. The United Way Annual meeting will be held on Monday, February 5th , 2024, at 5 p.m.
The public is welcome to attend. This meeting will be at Incredible Bank, lower-level conference
room, 3210 East Main Street, Merrill. For further information send us an e-mail. WJMT will host
United Way and a chosen agency on their “Our Town” radio program on January 29th .

The 2023-2024 United Way campaign has concluded, but donations can be given all year. If
you wish to support ongoing community e�orts, please send your check to Merrill Area United
Way today to P.O. Box 813, Merrill, WI 54452. All dollars stay local and support our twenty
funded agencies and programs. For more information about the MAUW visit our website at
merrillareaunitedway.org or email delores.olsen@merrillareaunitedway.org. Or, call 715-536-
2016. Let’s make 2024 great! 345556
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The Chiropractic Wellness Center to 
Celebrate ChiroKids Day with a wild week

January is National  
Blood Donor Month

Weinbrenner is 
a finalist in 35th 

Annual Manufacturer 
of the Year Awards

The Chiropractic Wellness Center 
in Merrill will transform into a jungle 
paradise next week in celebration of  
the 9th annual Wisconsin ChiroKids 
Day. ChiroKids Day, led by the 
Chiropractic Society of  Wisconsin, is a 
special day dedicated to the importance 
of  pediatric chiropractic care and 
celebrates the “Chiro Kids” who come 
into o�ces across the state. 

Starting Jan. 22, 2024, kids will 
have the chance to experience wild 
wellness when they swing inside The 
Chiropractic Wellness Center. They’ll 
be able to use props and masks to go 

bananas as they’re photographed in 
front of  a jungle-themed banner; their 
parents can then share those pictures 
on social media for the chance to win a 
roaring prize. In addition, all kids can 
receive a free exam and scan during the 
week. No lion! Festivities will wrap up 
on ChiroKids Day, which is celebrated 
on Jan. 25.

Oct. 29, 2015, marked the 1st Annual 
ChiroKids Day. Interviews, workshops, 
billboards, and other events were held 
all over the state to explain the value 
and benefit of  having children adjusted. 
That day the Chiropractic Society of  

Wisconsin united chiropractors across 
Wisconsin and attributes 100% of  that 
day’s success to every member who 
held events in their community. The 
continued goal is to create a positive 
impact throughout the state resulting 
in a change to the public’s perception 
and understanding on the benefits not 
only of  chiropractic, but chiropractic 
for children.

To see posts from previous 
ChiroKids Day events, search 
#wichirokidsday on Facebook and 
Instagram; for more information, go 
to: chiropracticsocietywi.org.

Then President 
Richard Nixon first 
proclaimed January 
1970 as National Blood 
Donor Month, and the 
tradition has endured. 
It’s an opportunity to 
thank volunteer blood 
donors and encourage 
more people to donate 
blood for the first 
time. 

The Community 
Blood Center of  
Appleton which 
serves our area 
shares the following 
statistics:

• Every two 
seconds, someone 
in the United States needs a blood 
transfusion

• 65% of  Americans are eligible to 
give blood, but only 3% actually 
donate

• That 3% equates to nearly 7 million 
people who give blood every year

• Donations from adults age 19-24 
have declined nearly 32% from 

2019 to 2021
A large blood supply is needed for 

more than unexpected emergencies 
like car crashes and natural disasters. 
Blood transfusions are also regularly 
needed to treat patients during and 
following surgery and for medical 
treatments such as cancer therapies, 
cardiovascular and orthopedic 
surgeries, and organ and bone 

marrow transplants.
Help spread 

awareness about 
the need to increase 
blood donations 
and to diversify the 
community of  blood 
donors.

The Community 
Blood Center’s 
mission is to connect 
lives and share 
life through blood 
donations in local 
communities, and 
they thank all those 
who regularly donate 
blood. Your decision 
to give generously 
today helps save 

lives and gives more people their 
tomorrow.

P.S. Watch next week’s newspaper 
for an article about a great opportunity 
to donate blood here in Merrill, at the 
Giving Blood for Brandtly Blood Drive 
on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at the Merrill Fire 
Station. Mark your calendar and plan 
to donate.

A press release from Wisconsin Manufacturers & 
Commerce in Madison recently announced the finalists 
for the 35th Annual Manufacturer of  the Year (MOTY) 
Awards.

Thirty-six Wisconsin manufacturers were selected as 
finalists in four categories based on size (small, medium, 
large, and mega) of  the business. 

Locally, Weinbrenner Shoe Company Inc. of  Merrill is 
one of  nine companies nominated in the Large Business 
(250-499 employees) category. 

Manufacturing is the state’s top industry, employing 
nearly half  a million Wisconsinites and producing over 
$70 billion in economic output each year. The finalists 
represent the diversity and power of  Wisconsin’s 
manufacturing industry and highlight the high-wage, 
family-supporting careers within the sector.

The MOTY program recognizes the state’s top 
manufacturers of  all sectors and sizes for their 
commitment to quality careers, good business practices, 
financial growth, innovative processes, and reinvestment 
into local communities.

Grand Award winners will be selected in each of  the 
four categories and revealed at an awards ceremony 
on Feb. 22, 2024, at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee. 
Registration for the award ceremony is now open. For 
more information, go to: wimoty.com.

The annual MOTY awards program is sponsored 
by Baker Tilly, Michael Best & Friedrich LLP and 
Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce.

Right: Lincoln County Humane 
Society would like to send a big 
thank you to the 2nd Grade Class 
at St. John’s Lutheran School! 
They collected all of these items for 
the pets for Christmas! Thank you 
all for being so kind and thinking of 
the pets, staff said.

Left: Amanda B sold 
fudge and then spent the 
proceeds on supplies and 
sponsoring for the animals 
at the Lincoln County 
Humane Society. Thank 
you, Amanda!

Submitted photos.
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 Gin ger A. Pe ter son, 47, of
Mer rill, passed away on
Wednes day, Jan u ary 10, 2024,
at  Wood land  Court  Elder
Ser vices, Mer rill.
 Gin ger was born July 7, 1976,
in Mer rill, daugh ter of the late
Ran dall and Jacque lyn (Block)
Pe ter son. Gin ger grad u ated
from  Mer rill  High  School
with  the  class  of  1994.  She
fur thered  her  ed u ca tion  at
UW-Oshkosh, grad u at ing on
May 16, 1998, with a Bach e lor
of Fine Arts de gree. She
worked for many years as a

graphic de signer for Min istry Health Care in We ston. Dur ing
her  high  school  years,  Gin ger  played  ten nis  on  the MHS
ten nis team. She also en joyed snow board ing, hunt ing, and
fish ing.
 Sur vivors in clude her broth ers, Mike (Kathy) Pe ter son of
Ar royo   Grande,   CA   and   Mark   (Sue)   Pe ter son   of
Min neapo lis, MN; nieces and nephews, Dustin Pe ter son,
Kayla (Zach) Hodge, Joshua Pe ter son (Sarah Schnei der),
Sarah Pe ter son, and Jacob Pe ter son; and great niece Ar i ana
and great nephew Jay den. Gin ger was pre ceded in death by
her  par ents,  Ran dall  and  Jacque lyn  Pe ter son;  and  her
grand par ents, Omer & Eveyln ‘Ike’ Pe ter son and Beryl &
Grace Block.
 Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill,
is as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments.

 Ju lene H. Szul czewski, age
75, of Mer rill, passed away on,
Sat ur day, Jan u ary 6, 2024.
 Ju lene was born Jan u ary 1,
1949 in Wauwatosa, WI to
Milo   and   Helen   Top per.
She  mar ried   Patrick   M.
Szul czewski on Feb. 22, 1975
in Nekoosa.
 Ju lene was a re tired host ess.
She en joyed read ing, gar den ‐
ing, and pho tog ra phy. She and
her hus band used to camp and
go boat ing, and hang ing out
with friends. She loved her
springer spaniels and kit ties.

Her krumkake was a spe cialty. No mat ter who you were, she
made you feel spe cial.
 Ju lene is sur vived by her brother, Clark Top per of Sc i t u ate,
MA; broth ers-in-law Daniel Szul czewski of Raleigh, NC,
Jerry (Lynn) Szul czewski of Omro, WI; sis ters-in-law Jen nie
(Greg)  Fer key  of  Wis con sin  Rapids,  Jeanne  Cole  of
Wis con sin Rapids, Cindy Peck ham of Nekoosa, Donna
(Damon) Klinger of Wis con sin Rapids, Brenda Szul czewski
of Nekoosa, and Sara (Gareld) Mor ris of Wis con sin Rapids;
and nu mer ous nieces and nephews. Spe cial men tion of her
nephew Je remy Szul czewski.
 She was pre ceded in death by her par ents, Milo and Helen
Top per; hus band, Patrick Szul czewski; broth ers-in-law
David, Robert and Richard Szul czewski; Roger Kauff man,
Robert Cole, John Peck ham; sis ters-in-law Linda and Kathi
Szul czewski.
 Waid Fu neral Home is as sist ing the fam ily. On line con do ‐
lences may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

Jef frey Lewis Moore, age 69,
died on Jan u ary 12, 2024 at
Bell  Tower  Res i dence  in
Mer rill, WI from com pli ca ‐
tions of Lewy body de men tia.
 Jeff was born in Burling ton,
WI on June 12, 1954 to Jack
and Joan (Pieri) Moore. He
was raised in Rhinelander but
grad u ated  high  school  in
Wis con sin Rapids after the
fam ily had moved.  He at ‐
tended UW-Madi son, study ing
mol e c u lar bi ol ogy, fol lowed by
four years of med ical school
(UW-Madi son) and three years

of fam ily prac tice res i dency in Wausau.
 Dur ing his un der grad u ate years, he met and fell in love with
Carla Waller. They were mar ried De cem ber 8, 1979, re cently
cel e brat ing 44 years of mar riage. They have three sons,
Fredrick, Daniel, and Bradley.
 Jeff had a sin cere and de vout re la tion ship with God, plac ing
his faith in Christ dur ing col lege. That faith led him to pur ‐
sue over seas mis sions, and after a year of sem i nary train ing
at Trin ity Evan gel i cal Di vin ity School in Illi nois, his fam ily
moved to Pak istan with TEAM, as med ical mis sion ar ies
work ing in pub lic health in the rural north. They re turned to
the US in 1988 and set tled in Mer rill, work ing with Fam ily
Med ical Clinic, later Marsh field Clinic Mer rill Cen ter, until
his re tire ment in 2018. Jeff had a strong con vic tion that his
med ical prac tice should serve the com mu nity and re flect his
Chris t ian  faith.   He  made  strong  con nec tions  with  his
pa tients, en joy ing their per sonal sto ries. He en joyed the staff
and clin i cians he worked with, ad mir ing their skill and ded i ‐
ca tion.
 In ad di tion to his ca reer and fam ily life, Jeff main tained sev ‐
eral hob bies and areas of in ter est. He was an avid birder and
mem ber of the Wausau Bird Club. His as tute ob ser va tions,
ex cel lent hear ing, and pen chant for de tails led to a ro bust
‘life list’ of birds he had logged through out the course of his
life. He en joyed play ing the trom bone through out nearly his
en tire life, play ing in the UW-Madi son March ing Band, and
later for the Mer rill City Band until 2021. The stew ard ship
of God’s cre ation was vi tally im por tant to him. He wanted to
re flect his Cre ator’s de sign by en joy ing the out doors in ways
that cared for it—hik ing,  bik ing  (usu ally his re cum bent!),
ca noe ing—and was in volved in or ga ni za tions such as the
Friends of Coun cil Grounds State Park, The Na ture Con ser ‐
vancy, and Cor nell Lab. Ad di tion ally, he was med ical ad vi ‐
sor for the Lin coln County Health De part ment, ad vo cat ing
for a healthy com mu nity, and was a con trib u tor to the pub ‐
lished an thol ogy Vac cine Sci ence and Im mu niza tion Guide ‐
line: A Prac ti cal Guide for Pri mary Care after par tic i pat ing in
a vac cine sci ence fel low ship with the AAFP for one year.
 Jeff was a ded i cated mem ber of Bible Pres by ter ian Church
in Mer rill, and served as an elder and Mis sion Com mit tee
Chair, as well as teach ing adult Sun day School for many
years.
 He is sur vived by his mother Joan “Toni” Moore, De lafield,
sis ter Susan (Peter) Brandt, De lafield, brother David (Linda)
Moore, Rigby, ID, wife Carla Moore, Mer rill, and sons: Fred
(Vir ginia) Moore, Verona, Dan (Paula) Moore, Wausau, and
Brad (Dana) Moore, Wausau. Papa Jeff has 11 beloved
grand chil dren as well as cousins, nieces, and nephews. He
was pre ceded in death by his fa ther Jack F. Moore.
 Jeff will be re mem bered as a de voted and lov ing hus band,
fa ther, and papa, giv ing richly of his time, wis dom, wit, and
at ten tion to his wife, chil dren, and grand chil dren. He will be
deeply missed, but his fam ily cel e brates his re lease from dis ‐
ease and his re joic ing with Jesus, and looks for ward to see ‐
ing him again.
 A sin cere thanks to Kind hearted Home Care, who made him
laugh and feel re spected dur ing his strug gle with de men tia.
And deep ap pre ci a tion for Bell Tower Res i dence staff who,
with con cern and re spect, cared for Jeff in his final months
and days. Also, a thank you to In terim Hos pice who gave
help ful di rec tion at the end.
 A memo r ial ser vice for Jeff will begin at 11:00 AM, Fri day,
Jan u ary 19, 2024 at Bible Pres by ter ian Church, Mer rill. The
Rev. Andy Perry will of fi ci ate. Vis i ta tion will be Thurs day,
Jan u ary 18,  2024  from  5 PM to  7 PM  at  the  church and
Fri day  at  10 AM  be fore  the  ser vice.  Mid  Wis con sin Cre ‐
ma tion So ci ety is as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments.
Con do lences can be made on line at www. mwcs. ws.
 Memo ri als can be di rected to Bible Pres by ter ian Church
(biblepreschurch.org), The Na ture Con ser vancy (na ture.org),
Mer rill City Band (mer rill ci ty band.org), or the char ity of
your choos ing.

In Memoriams

Stop or call
our o e to
place your ad.

We can
assist you
in ding
a heartfelt
way to

honor and
remember
your loved

one.It’s hard to believe it’s
been 2 years already
since you le s.
We think of you

every day.

Love & Miss You
Jane, Sue & Bob

In Loving
Memory of

JOHN DOE
Apr. 9, 1954-Aug. 6, 2014

2011 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7121
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 Anne M. Torkel son, 75, of
Mer rill, passed away Mon day,
Jan u ary 8, 2024, at her home
under the care of her fam ily
and hos pice.
 Anne was born May 17, 1948,
in Racine, Wis con sin, daugh ter
of the late Carl E. and Har riet
(Hotvedt) Torkel son. As a
child,  Anne  trav eled  the
coun try  due  to  her  fa ther’s
ca reer in the United States Air
Force. Anne en joyed spend ing 
her    early    adult hood    in
Cal i for nia. She spent 13 years
in the Los An ge les and Simi

Val ley areas. She then resided in Rock ford, Min nesota for 20
years. In Cal i for nia and Min nesota, Anne worked in I.T. and
suc ceeded  in  a  po si tion  where  very  few  women  were
em ployed. While liv ing out of state, Anne al ways en joyed
com ing back to Mer rill to visit fam ily. Anne even tu ally
moved back to Mer rill and had spent the last 22 years in her
home town.
 Anne was an amaz ing artist and had a busi ness “Anne’s
Hands.” She was tal ented in knit ting, cross-stitch, and
sewing. She made de li cious cheese cakes, choco lates and
other del i ca cies. Anne was a cre ative artist to the end. More
re cently she began work ing with wood; she en joyed wood
burn ing and wood carv ing.
 Anne en joyed her weekly Tues day vis its with her knit ting
group at Golden Har vest. On Mon days, Anne played ‘Hand
and Foot’ card games at the Mer rill En rich ment Cen ter. Once
a week, she would also meet with sev eral women and play
cards at their homes.
 Anne was a mem ber of Our Sav iour’s Lutheran Church,
Mer rill. She was in volved in the church choir and on the
church board. Anne was strong in her faith. Anne was also a
mem ber  of  the  Lion’s  Club  and  the  Mer rill  His tor i cal
So ci ety.
 Above all, Anne loved being a mother and grand mother.
Anne was proud of her daugh ter and her grand chil dren.
 Sur vivors in clude her daugh ter,  Jen nifer  Torkel son  of
Mer rill; grand chil dren, Je remy, Josiah, and Jor dan; brother,
Carl Torkel son of Mer rill; sis ter-in-law, Jean Torkel son of
Marsh field; brother-in-law, Tim Sil vers of Chaska, MN; and
nieces  and  nephews,  Ian  Torkel son,  Mor gan  (Angie)
Torkel son,  Kelly  Sil vers,  Cather ine  Sil vers,  and  Matt 
Torkel son. Anne was pre ceded in death by her par ents, Carl
E. and Har riet Torkel son; sis ter, Lois Sil vers; brother, Dr.
Erik Torkel son; and sis ter-in-law, Peggy Torkel son.
 The memo r ial ser vice for Anne Torkel son was held at 11:00
A.M., Sat ur day, Jan u ary 13, 2024, at Our Sav iour’s Lutheran
Church. Mer rill.  Rev.  Justin  Smoot  of fi ci ated.  The  fam ily
re ceived friends be gin ning at 10:00 A.M. Sat ur day at the
church. Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices is
as sist ing the fam ily.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist

28
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Direct Crema�on

$980.00
Complete

948 Grand Ave. Scho�eld
715-359-6488
HonorOne.com
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 Do lores Lor raine Klein hans
 De cem ber 11, 1936 ~ Jan u ary
9, 2024
  Age ~ 87
 Do lores Lor raine (Bing ham)
Klein hans, 87, peace fully
passed away on Jan u ary 9,
2024. Born on De cem ber 11,
1936, in Las Vegas, Nevada,
she   shared   57   years   of
mar riage  with  her  beloved
hus band Harry Klein hans Sr..
 A Cel e bra tion of Life ser vice
is set for Sat ur day, Jan u ary
20th, at First Bap tist Church,
Antigo, WI. Vis i ta tion will be

held from 10:00-11:00 am, fol lowed by the ser vice at 11:00
am. A lunch will fol low.
 In  lieu  of  flo ral  trib utes,  the  fam ily   kindly   re quests
do na tions in mem ory of Do lores to AVAIL (https:// avail inc. 
org/) which ad vo cates for vic tims of do mes tic and sex ual
abuse. It's a mean ing ful way to honor her legacy of car ing
for oth ers in need.
 To see the full obit u ary please visit: https:// www. hil debr andr 
ussf h. com

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

903 E. Third St. • Merrill, WI
715-536-6244

www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Richard A. Stine, Director
Leah D. Reist, Director
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Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director

 Billy  C.  ‘Bill’  Hehling,  66,  of  Glea son,  passed  away
Sat ur day, Jan u ary 13, 2024, at his home.
 Billy was born April 25, 1957, in Mer rill, son of the late
John Jr. and Dar lene (Weinkauf) Hehling.
 The memo r ial ser vice for Bill Hehling will be held at 11:00
A.M., Sat ur day, Jan u ary 20, 2024, at Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home. The fam ily will re ceive friends be gin ning at 10:00
A.M. Sat ur day at the fu neral home.

259233
Email: info@waidfuneral.com
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 Lor raine  Alma  Hertha
Rad datz, age 97, of Mer rill,
passed  away  on  Tues day,
Jan u ary 9, 2024, at Bell Tower
Res i dence As sisted Liv ing in
Mer rill, while under the care of
As pirus  Com fort  Care  &
Hos pice Ser vices. She was
born on Feb ru ary 25, 1926 in
Wausau, WI, and was the
daugh ter to the late Arthur and
El frieda (Lam brecht) Po rath.
Lor raine mar ried the love of
her life, Vic tor Rad datz, on
May 3, 1947 in the town of
Maine. Sadly, he passed away
on  April  10,  2019;  a  union

last ing over 70 years.
 When  she  was  younger,  Lor raine  en joy ing  being  a
house wife, stay ing home to care for her three boys. She then
went on to work at Wein bren ner Shoe Fac tory in Mer rill for
many years. Lor raine would also babysit chil dren for friends
and fam ily, and en joyed going on walks and was an ex cel lent
baker.  She  was  a  tal ented  seam stress,  and  would  alter
cloth ing, as well as doing wash ing and iron ing for friends
and  fam ily.   Lor raine  was  a  giv ing  woman  that  would
vol un teer her time with Bethesda. Later in life, she loved
work ing on cross word puz zles and play ing Samba. Lor raine
was a life long mem ber at Faith Lutheran Church, and served
on  the  Altar  Guild.   She  will  be  sadly  missed,  but never
for got ten.
 Lor raine is sur vived by her sons: Ken neth (Nancy) Rad datz
of Mer rill, WI, Jim (Jeri) Rad datz of Wausau, WI and Glenn
(Mary) Rad datz of White Bear Lake, MN, 9 grand chil dren,
19 great grand chil dren, sis ters: Shirley Olkives and Pearl
Sabatke, both of Mer rill, brother: Robert (Ber nice) Po rath
and many nieces and nephews. She was pre ceded in death by
her par ents, hus band: Vic tor Rad datz, great grand daugh ter:
Amber Schmidt, sis ters: Grace (Arnold) Rad datz, Lav illa
(Al bert) Steck ling and Char lotte (Roman) Labarge, broth ers:
Ronald (Phyl lis &Veron ica) Po rath, Otto (Selma) Po rath and
Melvin (Pat) Po rath and brother-in-laws: Leslie Sabatke,
Clif ford Sabatke  and Alan Olkives.
 The  fu neral  ser vice  for  Lor raine  was  held  on  Tues day,
Jan u ary 16, 2024 at 11:00am at Faith Lutheran Church in the
Town of Maine. Pas tor Don ald Love of fi ci ated. Vis i ta tion
was held on Tues day, Jan u ary 16, 2024 from 10:00am until
the time of the ser vice, also at the church. Bur ial at Maple
Grove Ceme tery in the town of Maine im me di ately fol lowed
the ser vice.
 For those un able to at tend, the ser vice will be recorded and
avail able for view ing on 1/17/24 under her obit u ary on the
fu neral home web site.
 In  lieu  of  flow ers,  fam ily  would  pre fer  do na tions  in
Lor raine’s name be di rected to Faith Lutheran Church.
 Fam ily wishes to ex press their heart felt ap pre ci a tion to the
staff at In clusa, As pirus Com fort Care & Hos pice Ser vices
and Bell Tower Res i dence As sisted Liv ing for all of the care
and com pas sion shown to Lor raine and her fam ily over the
years.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

Merrill Area Public Schools
2024 - 2025 Kindergarten

Parents/Guardians:
Merrill Area Public Schools recently mailed a letter and
postcard to the parents and/or guardians of Kindergartners
for the 2024-2025 school year asking if their child will be
attending public, private or another school setting. To be
eligible for kindergarten, your child must be 5 on or before
September 1, 2024.
If you did not receive a mailing from Merrill Area Public
Schools, please contact Sarah Fuchs at 715-536-4581,
Ext. 10007 or sarah.fuchs@mapsedu.org and she will
include your child in the census and put on our kindergarten
roster. Thank you.
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On Saturday, February 10th, there will be one
further grooming on this segment between 4 pm - 5 pm.

Thank You.

On February 10th & 11th, the Prairie River Fishery
Area from Dagis Drive to R & H Road will have racers and
trail of�cials passing through this area with dog teams and

snowmobiles from approximately 11 am - 1 pm.

From February 5th through February 9th, there
will be daily trail grooming done from 10 am - 2 pm on the
Prairie River Fishery Area from Dagis Drive to R & H Road.

Starting February 1st, 2024, there will be brush
cutting and trail grooming from 2 pm - 5 pm on the Prairie

River Fishery Area from Dagis Drive to R & H Road.

 Nathaleen Emma Flo rene
(Bloch) Krueger, 87, passed
away peace fully in her sleep
on Tues day, Jan u ary 9, 2024, at
As pirus Wausau Hos pi tal.
Nathaleen was born May 23,
1936, in Ham burg, Wis con sin,
to the late Leo and Rosie
(Mootz)   Bloch.   She   was
bap tized  as  an  in fant  and
con firmed her faith in Jesus
Christ as her Lord and Sav ior,
on April 2, 1950, at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Ham burg.
Nathaleen at tended grades 1-8
at  the  Bar ney  School  in

Ham burg and grad u ated with hon ors from Mer rill High
School in 1954. After grad u a tion she worked as a sec re tary
at Church Mu tual In sur ance Com pany in Mer rill until she
was mar ried. Nathaleen mar ried Leroy Krueger on Oc to ber
3, 1959, (her par ent’s 25th wed ding an niver sary), at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Ham burg and they spent 60 years
build ing a won der ful life and fam ily to gether. He pre ceded
her in death on Au gust 21, 2020.
 Nathaleen was a de voted stay-at-home wife and mother who
also babysat many other chil dren in their home. In the early
1970’s, Leroy and Nathaleen took over the op er a tions of
Lee’s ARCO and then later Lee’s Mobil. They then re lo cated
and opened Lee’s Mobil Ser vice on the cor ner of East Main
and Cen ter Av enue until they re tired after 35 years in Au gust
2001. Nathaleen was an im por tant “be hind the scenes” part
of the ser vice sta tion tak ing care of all the book keep ing and
other in te gral facets of the busi ness.
 Nathaleen had a kind and gen er ous heart who deeply loved
her chil dren, grand chil dren and great-grand chil dren.
Nathaleen made sure the Krueger home was al ways filled
with love, good food, had an open door and seat at the table
for every one. She took great pride in her chil dren and grand ‐
chil dren’s ac com plish ments, watch ing them play base ball
and  soft ball,  and  most  im por tantly  spend ing  fam ily  time
to gether. She was an avid Mil wau kee Brewer fan. Nathaleen
was the true de f i n i tion of the term “fam ily ma tri arch” and
her  chil dren  and  grand chil dren  loved  and cared  for  her
be yond mea sure. She will be deeply missed by her fam ily,
but her legacy of love and to geth er ness will for ever live on
in each of them.
 Nathaleen is sur vived by her chil dren, Kevin (Terry)
Krueger, Cindy (Jeff) Artus, Ross (Beau Singth ong) Krueger,
Jason (Sandy) Krueger, Hugh (Fran) Krueger, Chad (Renee)
Krueger, and Ryan (Michelle) Krueger; grand chil dren,
Matthew (Ka t rina De pies) Krueger and Daniel (Emily)
Krueger, Jeff (Megan Cyrt mus) Artus, Jor dan (Kayle
Savaske) Artus, and Emily Artus, Caleb (Kayli Petrowski)
Krueger, Hai ley and Madisyn Krueger, Tay lor and Court ney
Krueger, Kendall and Charlee Krueger, and Miley and Abbie
Krueger; and great-grand chil dren Henry and Josie Krueger.
Nathaleen is also sur vived by her sis ter-in-law and brother-
in-law, Carol and Allen Koehler, and sev eral cousins, nieces
and  nephews.  Nathaleen  is  pre ceded  in  death  by  her
hus band, Leroy, her par ents, Leo and Rosie Bloch; an in fant
sis ter, Nathalie Bloch, mother in-law and fa ther-in-law,
Arnold and Ruth Krueger; and brother-in-law and sis ter-in-
law Lav ern and Joanne Krueger, and many dear aunts, un cles
and cousins.
 Nathaleen’s fu neral ser vice began at 11:00 am on Tues day,
Jan u ary 16, 2024, at Trin ity Lutheran Church, 107 N State
Street,   Mer rill,   Wis con sin.   The   Rev.   Scott   Gustafson
of fi ci ated. Bur ial took place at St. John’s Lutheran Church
Ceme tery, in the Town of Ham burg. Vis i ta tion was from
4:00  pm  until  7:00  pm  on  Mon day,  Jan u ary  15,  2024,
at Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home, Mer rill, and again after 10:00
am Tues day at the church. The Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home,
903 E  3rd  Street,  Mer rill,  is  as sist ing  with  arrange ments.
On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com.
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BUSINESS PROFILE
A Community Update on 2023
You are the community’s future!

• What would you like all of the community to know
about your business?

• How long have you been a part of the
community’s success?

• What’s in your plans for the future?

• What makes your company a good place to work?

• Would you like to recognize your employees’
contributions to your success?

Share your success and plans with
the people of the area.

Contact the Merrill Foto News of�ce to
be a part of the Business Pro�le.

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Student
of the Week

335645

This Week’s Featured Student is

335645

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Hailee Lapensberg
Daughter of

Mr.and Mrs.Garrett & Bethany
Lapensberg

Hailee is in 2nd Grade at Kate Goodrich
Elementary School. She was nominated

by Ashley Plisch.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Hailee is a great le
ader in our clas

sroom. She is

kind, respectful,
thoughtful, and

always willing t
o

lend a hand. Sh
e continues to d

o a wonderful j
ob

following expect
ations each day!

Hailee works ha
rd

and is committed
to always trying

her best. She is a
lso

very positive and
always has a big

smile on her face
.

Keep up the grea
t work, Hailee! ~ Ashley Plisch

When I grow up I want to be an artist, becau
se

I still get to do drawing. It is also
fun because

you can dooodle and do your own thing.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

What is your favorite
subject in school? Why?

Math is my favorite subject beca
use I get

to learn more problems and learn from my

mistakes.

My favorite part of scho
ol is Art, bec

ause

you get to do drawing and coloring.

What is your favorite
part of schoo

l?

Why?

Merrill
Monument
N2182 CTH K

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

WeHave
Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over

100Monuments In Stock

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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Dear Reader,

We all become addicted to time. We become more addicted 
the older we get. Hanging on and 
savoring the gift of  another day 
is not another given so we push 
in to it with a little more heart.

Recently I attended a funeral. 
The life lived was long – linked 
with many beautiful times and 
people joined along the way. She 
had pressed the world hard for 
all the juices each day would give 
up. Those who were there were 
heart-fi lled with joy and celebration. A tinge of  sadness 
hung subtly in the air but the vision of  spirituality shined 
brightly ahead.

The joy outweighed the grief  knowing the ethereal paths 
ahead were ones of  eternity where down the line we’ll all 
be together again… He truly is a loving God.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re� ections” a new book
now available on Amazon. 

The Wind Down
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

We welcome letters to the Editor, a chance for members 
of  the community to comment on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be original, not duplications of  
letters addressed to public o�  cials or written by others. 
The views and opinions expressed are those of  the letter 
writer and do not necessarily refl ect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, Editor, or sta� .

TO THE EDITOR
REMEMBER Feb. 20, 2024 Primary VOTING for the 

Lincoln County Board CONTESTED Races!!
Are YOU one of  us who have DEMANDED that our 

Lincoln County Board NOT SELL the Pine Crest Nursing 
Home?  Now is your time to vote those County Board 
Members OUT OF OFFICE as they are up for re-election! 
Here is the list of  Current Board Members that either have 
contested opponents, not running again or no challengers! 
….

I will begin with the 7 Districts who have contested 

PAID
 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

See LETTERS page 8

|OBITUARIES|

JANUARY 4, 2024
Girl, Sylvia Grace Lynn, born to Jennisa Rick and 

Michael Rick III of  Tomahawk.

JANUARY 7, 2024
Girl, Elizabeth Ann, born to Kira Stone and Tyler Stone 

of  Aniwa.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.merrillfotonews.com

Check us out online!
  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com



Any quali�ed elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the polling place on Election Day
may request to vote an absentee ballot. A quali�ed elector is any U.S. citizen, who will be 18
years of age or older on Election Day, who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or
she wishes to vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the election. The elector must also be
registered in order to receive an absentee ballot. Proof of identi�cation must be provided before
an absentee ballot may be issued.
You must make a request for an absentee ballot in writing.
Contact your municipal clerk and request that an application for an absentee ballot be sent
to you for the election. You may also submit a written request in the form of a letter. Your
written request must list your voting address within the municipality where you wish to vote,
the address where the absentee ballot should be sent, if di�erent, and your signature. You may
make application for an absentee ballot by mail, email or in person.
Making application to receive an absentee ballot by mail

The deadline for making application to receive an absentee by mail is:
5p.m. on the �fth day before the election, Thursday, February 15, 2024.

Note: Special absentee voting application provisions apply to electors who are inde�nitely
con�ned to home or a care facility, in the military, hospitalized, or serving as a sequestered
juror. If this applies to you, contact your municipal clerk regarding deadlines for requesting and
submitting an absentee ballot.
Voting an absentee ballot in person
You may also request and vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce or other speci�ed location
during the days and hours speci�ed for casting an absentee ballot in person.

City of Merrill, Lori Anderson-Malm, 1004 E. First Street, Merrill,
WI 54452, 715-536-5594

Hours: Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 4:30p.m.and till 5:00p.m. only on 02/16/24.
The �rst day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce is: Tuesday, February 6, 2024.
The last day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s o�ce is subject to your clerk’s

availability: Contact your municipal clerk.
No in-person absentee voting may occur on the day before the election.
The municipal clerk will deliver voted ballots returned on or before Election Day to the proper
polling place or counting location before the polls close on February 20, 2024. Any ballots
received after the polls close will not be counted.
Published January 18, 2024 WNAXLP

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT
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CITY OF MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 MINUTES
Regular Meeting City Hall Council

Chambers 7:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order: Mayor Hass called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The
following elected officials, department
heads and residents were in
attendance:
Elected Officials and Department Heads
present: Mayor Hass, City Attorney
Hayden, Finance Director Unertl
(remote), Finance Director Ley, City
Administrator/Public Works Director/City
Engineer Akey, Police Chief Bennett,
Library Director Ollhoff, Utility
Operations Manager Steinagel, Street
Superintendent Bonack, Fire Chief Klug,
Park & Recreation Director Wendorf and
Enrichment Center Director Mrachek.
City Clerk Anderson-Malm was excused.
Others in attendance: Pastor William
Hohman, other members of the public
and Merrill Media Communications.
II. Invocation– Pastor William Hohman
– New Testament Church
III. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. Roll Call was taken and the following
alderperson’s were in attendance:
Paul Russell – First District Remote
Michael “Gus” Caylor – Second District
Present
Nathan Meyer – Third District Present
LaDonna Fermanich – Fourth District
Present
Dick Lupton – Fifth District Present
Mike Rick - Sixth District Excused
Mark Weix – Seventh District Present
Steve Sabatke – Eighth District Present
V. Public Comment–There was no
public comment.
VI. Minutes of previous Common
Council meeting:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
place the minutes from December 12,
2023 on file. Alderperson Lupton
seconded and the motion carried.
VII. Revenue and Expense Reports:
No action was taken
VIII. Place Committee Reports on File:
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
place the committee reports on file.
Alderperson Weix seconded and the
motion carried.
IX. Resolutions:
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION THANKING COREY
BENNETT FOR HIS SERVICE AS CO-
CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO THE CITY
OF MERRILL
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has served
the City of Merrill as Co-City
Administrator from February
2023 to December 2023; and,
WHEREAS, that time has been marked
by his continued dedication to the best
interests of our community, the safety
and well-being of our employees and
citizens, all while displaying his caring
manner, sense of ethics, and
responsibility; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has earned
the admiration and respect of his fellow
employees for assuming additional
duties to those of Police Chief; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett’s unselfish
tenure as Co-City Administrator was a
great benefit to the City of Merrill, its
employees and citizens;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the
Common Council, and the people of
Merrill officially acknowledge with deep
appreciation the dedicated and faithful
service Corey Bennett has given the
City of Merrill as Co-City Administrator,
congratulate him on his return to Police
Chief duties, thank him for his continued
unselfish dedication and hard work to
make the City of Merrill a better place to
live and work and look forward to being
under his watchful eye as Chief of
Police.
Alderperson Fermanich made a motion
to adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Sabatke seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING H.R.
3557, THE “AMERICAN BROADBAND
ACT OF 2023”
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557, the “American
Broadband Act of 2023” was approved
by the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce without any testimony from
state or local government
representatives; and,
WHEREAS, had state or local
government representatives been
allowed to speak, the City of Merrill and
other municipalities surely would have
made the committee aware that this bill
represents and unprecedented and
dangerous usurpation of local
government authority to manage public
rights-of-way and land use; and,
WHEREAS, the bill requires local
governments to cede a great deal of
control to private telecommunications
companies, with no benefit to local
governments, including Merrill, and – no
obligation to provide broadband to
“unserved” and “underserved” areas, no
timeline for construction, and no
accountability to communities; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 strips local
governments of monetary compensation
in favor of cable, wireless and
telecommunications providers; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 pre-empts local
governments’ management authority,
zoning powers, cable franchising
authority, and property rights;
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 deems siting
decisions as granted if not denied by a
local government within 60 days, a time
frame that is insufficient for city staff to
properly study the issue and for public
education and input; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 makes virtually
any local government decision not to
allow a provider to install a wireless
facility a “prohibition” preempted by
federal law, and it would require local
governments to draft and publicly
release a written explanation for the
decision to deny an application on the
same day it votes on the decision, a
virtually impossible task; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 substitutes the
FCC for the local federal district court as
the reviewing body for challenges to
local government decisions regarding
wireless facility applications, thus
breaking the promise made by
Congress in 1996 that local
governments would not be required to
travel to Washington to defend local
decisions; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 would eliminate
Wisconsin’s 10-year cable TV licensing
renewal requirement and would allow
video service providers to ignore
provisions for “good cause,” thereby
further restricting the ability of the State
to enforce video service statutory
obligations such as public, educational
and government access channel
capacity and customer service
requirements; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 affirmatively
grants cable operators the right to use
local rights-of-way to provide non-cable
services while prohibiting localities, like
the City of Merrill, from imposing any
fees on non-cable services for used of
those rights-of-way; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 waives historic
preservation (NHPA) and environmental
(NEPA) rules;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill urges you to vote against H.R.
3557 when it comes to a floor vote, as
this bill undermines local and state
government authority to an
unprecedented degree, and seeks to tie
the hands of local governments; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper city officials and staff are hereby
authorized and directed to execute any
and all documents or agreements which
are necessary to effectuate this
Resolution.
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Lupton seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE
JANUARY 1, 2024 TO DECEMBER 31,
2025 CONTRACT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF MERRILL AND THE
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 847
WHEREAS, negotiations between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847
have culminated a tentative contract
agreement;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill accept the terms and conditions
for the January 1, 2024 to December 31,
2025 employment years according to
the terms of the contract between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847 on
file in the City Clerk’s office. Said
changes and amendments in the terms
and conditions to the January 1, 2024 to
December 31, 2025 contract shall be
effective January 1, 2024. The existing
agreement shall be modified
accordingly.
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson Meyer
seconded and the motion carried.
X. Mayor’s Communications:
January 9 – Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day – Mayor Hass thanked
the Merrill Police Department for their
dedication and service to the City.
January 13 – Merrill Fastpitch is having
a Jamboree at the MARC with outdoor
activities.
January 11 – T.B. Scott Library –
Knitting for Beginners from 5:00 pm –
7:00 pm
January 13 – T.B. Scott Library – Author
chat and real writers group – 10:30 am –
11:30 am
January 15 – T.B. Scott Library will be
closed for staff development
May 18 – Food Truck-a-Palooza and the
city wide garage sale
Reminder of the winter odd/even
parking restrictions
Winners of the Christmas Lights contest
for residents and businesses were
announced to the Council.
XI. Adjournment:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adjourn. Alderperson Lupton seconded
and the motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 7:15 pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lori L
Anderson-Malm – City Clerk, from the
video provided by Merrill Community
Media
Published January 18, 2024  WNAXLP

CITY OF MERRILL
1004 EAST FIRST STREET

MERRILL, WI 54452
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

All persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard at a public
hearing to be held by and before the
Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of
Merrill, Wisconsin, commencing at 6:00
p.m. on Monday, February 5, 2024, in
the Council Chambers, City Hall,1004
East First Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, on
the following proposed matters, to wit;
1.) Al Reinke, 422 E 2nd St. requesting
clarification of interpretation of M.M.C.
Sec. 113-41, Business District permitted
uses. Mr. Reinke is storing rental
dumpsters on the property with no retail
use present. Legally described in
PIN#251-3106-114-0154
2.) One Way Park City LLC, 2602 E
Main St. requesting a variance to
M.M.C. Sec. 113-40, minimum front yard
setback for a principal building in a
Thoroughfare Commercial District.
Legally described in PIN# 251-3107-
073-0132.
Anyone having any questions regarding
the hearing should contact Zoning
Administrator, Darin Pagel at 536-4880.
Dated: January 15, 2024
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN
By: Lori Anderson-Malm
City Clerk
Published January 18, 2024    WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 01/09/2024
/S/HON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR I

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 24-CV-05
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Jessica Francis Snyder

By (Petitioner) Jessica Francis Snyder
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Jessica Francis Snyder
To: Jessica Francis Cooke
Birth Certificate: Jessica Francis Snyder
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 02/28/2024
Time: 8:45 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/18/24, 1/25/24 & 2/1/24

WNAXLP

CITY OF MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 MINUTES
Regular Meeting City Hall Council

Chambers 7:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order: Mayor Hass called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The
following elected officials, department
heads and residents were in
attendance:
Elected Officials and Department Heads
present: Mayor Hass, City Attorney
Hayden, Finance Director Unertl
(remote), Finance Director Ley, City
Administrator/Public Works Director/City
Engineer Akey, Police Chief Bennett,
Library Director Ollhoff, Utility
Operations Manager Steinagel, Street
Superintendent Bonack, Fire Chief Klug,
Park & Recreation Director Wendorf and
Enrichment Center Director Mrachek.
City Clerk Anderson-Malm was excused.
Others in attendance: Pastor William
Hohman, other members of the public
and Merrill Media Communications.
II. Invocation– Pastor William Hohman
– New Testament Church
III. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. Roll Call was taken and the following
alderperson’s were in attendance:
Paul Russell – First District Remote
Michael “Gus” Caylor – Second District
Present
Nathan Meyer – Third District Present
LaDonna Fermanich – Fourth District
Present
Dick Lupton – Fifth District Present
Mike Rick - Sixth District Excused
Mark Weix – Seventh District Present
Steve Sabatke – Eighth District Present
V. Public Comment–There was no
public comment.
VI. Minutes of previous Common
Council meeting:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
place the minutes from December 12,
2023 on file. Alderperson Lupton
seconded and the motion carried.
VII. Revenue and Expense Reports:
No action was taken
VIII. Place Committee Reports on File:
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
place the committee reports on file.
Alderperson Weix seconded and the
motion carried.
IX. Resolutions:
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION THANKING COREY
BENNETT FOR HIS SERVICE AS CO-
CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO THE CITY
OF MERRILL
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has served
the City of Merrill as Co-City
Administrator from February
2023 to December 2023; and,
WHEREAS, that time has been marked
by his continued dedication to the best
interests of our community, the safety
and well-being of our employees and
citizens, all while displaying his caring
manner, sense of ethics, and
responsibility; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has earned
the admiration and respect of his fellow
employees for assuming additional
duties to those of Police Chief; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett’s unselfish
tenure as Co-City Administrator was a
great benefit to the City of Merrill, its
employees and citizens;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the
Common Council, and the people of
Merrill officially acknowledge with deep
appreciation the dedicated and faithful
service Corey Bennett has given the
City of Merrill as Co-City Administrator,
congratulate him on his return to Police
Chief duties, thank him for his continued
unselfish dedication and hard work to
make the City of Merrill a better place to
live and work and look forward to being
under his watchful eye as Chief of
Police.
Alderperson Fermanich made a motion
to adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Sabatke seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING H.R.
3557, THE “AMERICAN BROADBAND
ACT OF 2023”
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557, the “American
Broadband Act of 2023” was approved
by the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce without any testimony from
state or local government
representatives; and,
WHEREAS, had state or local
government representatives been
allowed to speak, the City of Merrill and
other municipalities surely would have
made the committee aware that this bill
represents and unprecedented and
dangerous usurpation of local
government authority to manage public
rights-of-way and land use; and,
WHEREAS, the bill requires local
governments to cede a great deal of
control to private telecommunications
companies, with no benefit to local
governments, including Merrill, and – no
obligation to provide broadband to
“unserved” and “underserved” areas, no
timeline for construction, and no
accountability to communities; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 strips local
governments of monetary compensation
in favor of cable, wireless and
telecommunications providers; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 pre-empts local
governments’ management authority,
zoning powers, cable franchising
authority, and property rights;
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 deems siting
decisions as granted if not denied by a
local government within 60 days, a time
frame that is insufficient for city staff to
properly study the issue and for public
education and input; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 makes virtually
any local government decision not to
allow a provider to install a wireless
facility a “prohibition” preempted by
federal law, and it would require local
governments to draft and publicly
release a written explanation for the
decision to deny an application on the
same day it votes on the decision, a
virtually impossible task; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 substitutes the
FCC for the local federal district court as
the reviewing body for challenges to
local government decisions regarding
wireless facility applications, thus
breaking the promise made by
Congress in 1996 that local
governments would not be required to
travel to Washington to defend local
decisions; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 would eliminate
Wisconsin’s 10-year cable TV licensing
renewal requirement and would allow
video service providers to ignore
provisions for “good cause,” thereby
further restricting the ability of the State
to enforce video service statutory
obligations such as public, educational
and government access channel
capacity and customer service
requirements; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 affirmatively
grants cable operators the right to use
local rights-of-way to provide non-cable
services while prohibiting localities, like
the City of Merrill, from imposing any
fees on non-cable services for used of
those rights-of-way; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 waives historic
preservation (NHPA) and environmental
(NEPA) rules;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill urges you to vote against H.R.
3557 when it comes to a floor vote, as
this bill undermines local and state
government authority to an
unprecedented degree, and seeks to tie
the hands of local governments; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper city officials and staff are hereby
authorized and directed to execute any
and all documents or agreements which
are necessary to effectuate this
Resolution.
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Lupton seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE
JANUARY 1, 2024 TO DECEMBER 31,
2025 CONTRACT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF MERRILL AND THE
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 847
WHEREAS, negotiations between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847
have culminated a tentative contract
agreement;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill accept the terms and conditions
for the January 1, 2024 to December 31,
2025 employment years according to
the terms of the contract between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847 on
file in the City Clerk’s office. Said
changes and amendments in the terms
and conditions to the January 1, 2024 to
December 31, 2025 contract shall be
effective January 1, 2024. The existing
agreement shall be modified
accordingly.
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson Meyer
seconded and the motion carried.
X. Mayor’s Communications:
January 9 – Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day – Mayor Hass thanked
the Merrill Police Department for their
dedication and service to the City.
January 13 – Merrill Fastpitch is having
a Jamboree at the MARC with outdoor
activities.
January 11 – T.B. Scott Library –
Knitting for Beginners from 5:00 pm –
7:00 pm
January 13 – T.B. Scott Library – Author
chat and real writers group – 10:30 am –
11:30 am
January 15 – T.B. Scott Library will be
closed for staff development
May 18 – Food Truck-a-Palooza and the
city wide garage sale
Reminder of the winter odd/even
parking restrictions
Winners of the Christmas Lights contest
for residents and businesses were
announced to the Council.
XI. Adjournment:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adjourn. Alderperson Lupton seconded
and the motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 7:15 pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lori L
Anderson-Malm – City Clerk, from the
video provided by Merrill Community
Media
Published January 18, 2024  WNAXLP

NOTICE OF BID
The City of Merrill Water/Wastewater Utility will accept bids for the
following equipment at the Merrill City Clerk’s Of�ce, 1004 East
First Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452, until 2:00 p.m. on Thursday,
February 8th, 2024. Bid speci�cations may be obtained from the
Utility Manager at (715) 536-6561 or can be found on the City of
Merrill’s website http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us.

One (1) Jet-Vac Sewer Machine

The City of Merrill reserves the right to reject any or all bids or
accept any bid they deem advantageous to the City of Merrill

Gabe Steinagel
Utility Manager

Published January 11 & 18, 2024 WNAXLP

CITY OF MERRILL
Water/Wastewater Utility
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CITY OF MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 MINUTES
Regular Meeting City Hall Council

Chambers 7:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order: Mayor Hass called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The
following elected officials, department
heads and residents were in
attendance:
Elected Officials and Department Heads
present: Mayor Hass, City Attorney
Hayden, Finance Director Unertl
(remote), Finance Director Ley, City
Administrator/Public Works Director/City
Engineer Akey, Police Chief Bennett,
Library Director Ollhoff, Utility
Operations Manager Steinagel, Street
Superintendent Bonack, Fire Chief Klug,
Park & Recreation Director Wendorf and
Enrichment Center Director Mrachek.
City Clerk Anderson-Malm was excused.
Others in attendance: Pastor William
Hohman, other members of the public
and Merrill Media Communications.
II. Invocation– Pastor William Hohman
– New Testament Church
III. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. Roll Call was taken and the following
alderperson’s were in attendance:
Paul Russell – First District Remote
Michael “Gus” Caylor – Second District
Present
Nathan Meyer – Third District Present
LaDonna Fermanich – Fourth District
Present
Dick Lupton – Fifth District Present
Mike Rick - Sixth District Excused
Mark Weix – Seventh District Present
Steve Sabatke – Eighth District Present
V. Public Comment–There was no
public comment.
VI. Minutes of previous Common
Council meeting:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
place the minutes from December 12,
2023 on file. Alderperson Lupton
seconded and the motion carried.
VII. Revenue and Expense Reports:
No action was taken
VIII. Place Committee Reports on File:
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
place the committee reports on file.
Alderperson Weix seconded and the
motion carried.
IX. Resolutions:
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION THANKING COREY
BENNETT FOR HIS SERVICE AS CO-
CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO THE CITY
OF MERRILL
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has served
the City of Merrill as Co-City
Administrator from February
2023 to December 2023; and,
WHEREAS, that time has been marked
by his continued dedication to the best
interests of our community, the safety
and well-being of our employees and
citizens, all while displaying his caring
manner, sense of ethics, and
responsibility; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett has earned
the admiration and respect of his fellow
employees for assuming additional
duties to those of Police Chief; and
WHEREAS, Corey Bennett’s unselfish
tenure as Co-City Administrator was a
great benefit to the City of Merrill, its
employees and citizens;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the
Common Council, and the people of
Merrill officially acknowledge with deep
appreciation the dedicated and faithful
service Corey Bennett has given the
City of Merrill as Co-City Administrator,
congratulate him on his return to Police
Chief duties, thank him for his continued
unselfish dedication and hard work to
make the City of Merrill a better place to
live and work and look forward to being
under his watchful eye as Chief of
Police.
Alderperson Fermanich made a motion
to adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Sabatke seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING H.R.
3557, THE “AMERICAN BROADBAND
ACT OF 2023”
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557, the “American
Broadband Act of 2023” was approved
by the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce without any testimony from
state or local government
representatives; and,
WHEREAS, had state or local
government representatives been
allowed to speak, the City of Merrill and
other municipalities surely would have
made the committee aware that this bill
represents and unprecedented and
dangerous usurpation of local
government authority to manage public
rights-of-way and land use; and,
WHEREAS, the bill requires local
governments to cede a great deal of
control to private telecommunications
companies, with no benefit to local
governments, including Merrill, and – no
obligation to provide broadband to
“unserved” and “underserved” areas, no
timeline for construction, and no
accountability to communities; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 strips local
governments of monetary compensation
in favor of cable, wireless and
telecommunications providers; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 pre-empts local
governments’ management authority,
zoning powers, cable franchising
authority, and property rights;
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 deems siting
decisions as granted if not denied by a
local government within 60 days, a time
frame that is insufficient for city staff to
properly study the issue and for public
education and input; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 makes virtually
any local government decision not to
allow a provider to install a wireless
facility a “prohibition” preempted by
federal law, and it would require local
governments to draft and publicly
release a written explanation for the
decision to deny an application on the
same day it votes on the decision, a
virtually impossible task; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 substitutes the
FCC for the local federal district court as
the reviewing body for challenges to
local government decisions regarding
wireless facility applications, thus
breaking the promise made by
Congress in 1996 that local
governments would not be required to
travel to Washington to defend local
decisions; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 would eliminate
Wisconsin’s 10-year cable TV licensing
renewal requirement and would allow
video service providers to ignore
provisions for “good cause,” thereby
further restricting the ability of the State
to enforce video service statutory
obligations such as public, educational
and government access channel
capacity and customer service
requirements; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 affirmatively
grants cable operators the right to use
local rights-of-way to provide non-cable
services while prohibiting localities, like
the City of Merrill, from imposing any
fees on non-cable services for used of
those rights-of-way; and,
WHEREAS, H.R. 3557 waives historic
preservation (NHPA) and environmental
(NEPA) rules;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill urges you to vote against H.R.
3557 when it comes to a floor vote, as
this bill undermines local and state
government authority to an
unprecedented degree, and seeks to tie
the hands of local governments; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper city officials and staff are hereby
authorized and directed to execute any
and all documents or agreements which
are necessary to effectuate this
Resolution.
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson
Lupton seconded and the motion
carried.
City Attorney Hayden read the following
Resolution:
A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE
JANUARY 1, 2024 TO DECEMBER 31,
2025 CONTRACT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF MERRILL AND THE
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL 847
WHEREAS, negotiations between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847
have culminated a tentative contract
agreement;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
9th day of January, 2024, that the City of
Merrill accept the terms and conditions
for the January 1, 2024 to December 31,
2025 employment years according to
the terms of the contract between the
City of Merrill and the International
Association of Firefighters Local 847 on
file in the City Clerk’s office. Said
changes and amendments in the terms
and conditions to the January 1, 2024 to
December 31, 2025 contract shall be
effective January 1, 2024. The existing
agreement shall be modified
accordingly.
Alderperson Caylor made a motion to
adopt the resolution. Alderperson Meyer
seconded and the motion carried.
X. Mayor’s Communications:
January 9 – Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day – Mayor Hass thanked
the Merrill Police Department for their
dedication and service to the City.
January 13 – Merrill Fastpitch is having
a Jamboree at the MARC with outdoor
activities.
January 11 – T.B. Scott Library –
Knitting for Beginners from 5:00 pm –
7:00 pm
January 13 – T.B. Scott Library – Author
chat and real writers group – 10:30 am –
11:30 am
January 15 – T.B. Scott Library will be
closed for staff development
May 18 – Food Truck-a-Palooza and the
city wide garage sale
Reminder of the winter odd/even
parking restrictions
Winners of the Christmas Lights contest
for residents and businesses were
announced to the Council.
XI. Adjournment:
Alderperson Meyer made a motion to
adjourn. Alderperson Lupton seconded
and the motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 7:15 pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lori L
Anderson-Malm – City Clerk, from the
video provided by Merrill Community
Media
Published January 18, 2024  WNAXLP

NOTICE TO THE ELECTORS OF
MERRILL AREA COMMON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
LINCOLN AND LANGLADE COUNTIES, WISCONSIN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the School Board of the above-named School
District, at a meeting duly called, noticed, held and conducted on January 10, 2024,
adopted an Initial Resolution entitled:

INITIAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $16,000,000

Said Initial Resolution was adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 67
of the Wisconsin Statutes to authorize a borrowing in an amount not to exceed
$16,000,000 through the issuance of general obligation bonds of the District for the
public purpose of paying the cost of a school facility improvement project consisting
of: renovations, site and playground improvements at the Je
erson School building
to accommodate the relocation of certain district programming; renovations at the
High School and construction of a maintenance and operations building at the
High School site; demolition of the current Northern Achievement Center, storage
building, district o�ce and maintenance building; district-wide capital maintenance,
infrastructure and site improvements; and acquisition of furnishings, �xtures and
equipment.
Copies of said Initial Resolution and a detailed breakdown of the school facility
improvement program to be �nanced with the proceeds of the proposed Bond issue
are on �le in the District O�ce located at 1111 North Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin
and may be inspected weekdays except holidays, between the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m.
The School Board has called for a referendum election on the Initial Resolution to
be held on April 2, 2024.
Dated January 10, 2024.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
Kendra Osness
District Clerk

Published January 18, 2024 WNAXLP
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CITY OF MERRILL
1004 EAST FIRST STREET

MERRILL, WI 54452
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

All persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard at a public
hearing to be held by and before the
Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of
Merrill, Wisconsin, commencing at 6:00
p.m. on Monday, February 5, 2024, in
the Council Chambers, City Hall,1004
East First Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, on
the following proposed matters, to wit;
1.) Al Reinke, 422 E 2nd St. requesting
clarification of interpretation of M.M.C.
Sec. 113-41, Business District permitted
uses. Mr. Reinke is storing rental
dumpsters on the property with no retail
use present. Legally described in
PIN#251-3106-114-0154
2.) One Way Park City LLC, 2602 E
Main St. requesting a variance to
M.M.C. Sec. 113-40, minimum front yard
setback for a principal building in a
Thoroughfare Commercial District.
Legally described in PIN# 251-3107-
073-0132.
Anyone having any questions regarding
the hearing should contact Zoning
Administrator, Darin Pagel at 536-4880.
Dated: January 15, 2024
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN
By: Lori Anderson-Malm
City Clerk
Published January 18, 2024    WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 01/09/2024
/S/HON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR I

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 24-CV-05
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Jessica Francis Snyder

By (Petitioner) Jessica Francis Snyder
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Jessica Francis Snyder
To: Jessica Francis Cooke
Birth Certificate: Jessica Francis Snyder
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 02/28/2024
Time: 8:45 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/18/24, 1/25/24 & 2/1/24

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 01/09/2024
/S/HON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR I

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 24-CV-04
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Kaylee Elizabeth Snyder

By (Petitioner) Jessica Francis Snyder
By (Co-Petitioner) Brian Edward Cooke

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Kaylee Elizabeth Snyder
To: Kaylee Elizabeth Cooke
Birth Certificate: Kaylee Elizabeth
Snyder
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 02/28/2024
Time: 8:45 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/18/24, 1/25/24 & 2/1/24

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 12/26/23
/S/Robert R. Russell
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 23CV161
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Deborah Kay Raymer

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Deborah Kay Raymer
To: Deborah Kay Mielke
Birth Certificate: Deborah Kay Mielke
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Robert R.
Russell
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse BR II
1110 East Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 2/12/24
Time: 9:50 am
If you require reasonable accommo-
dations due to a disability to participate
in the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/4/24, 1/11/24 & 1/18/24

WNAXLP
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We welcome letters 
to the Editor, a chance 
for members of  the 
community to comment 
on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be 
original, not duplications 
of  letters addressed to 
public o�cials or written 
by others. The views and 
opinions expressed are 
those of  the letter writer 
and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, 
Editor, or sta�.

TO THE EDITOR:
Your Tax Dollars at Work 

... or are they? 
Several people attended 

the Administrative and 
Legislative Committee 
Meeting on Jan. 3 at the 
Lincoln County Service 
Center. They could 
not hear the meeting 
conversations again. This 
continues to demonstrate 
the lack of  transparency 
and consideration for the 
constituents by the Board. 
When they speak, they 
do not project their face 
nor face the audience to 
alleviate this problem. This 
issue has been discussed 
repeatedly with the 
Chairman and has not been 
resolved. Several large 
monitors have been placed 
around the room and the 
closed captions run too 
fast to read and often are 
incorrect. 

This is just another 
example of  this 
County Board’s lack of  
consideration for their 
constituents. Providing a 
microphone for every one 
or two Supervisors would 
improve communication.

Comments given after the 
meeting include: can’t hear, 
the screen is ridiculous, so 
garbled, doesn’t pick up the 
correct wording, I couldn’t 
hear much and the captions 
have many errors, speakers 
do not face the audience or 
project their voices, very 
hard to hear constantly and 
I have good hearing, closed 
caption is very poor and 
confusing, the old system 
was much easier to follow 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

See EDITOR
page 8

Please send  
announcements,  
news briefs,  

photo submissions and
letters to the editor to:
tscott@mmclocal.com



Watch for our upcoming
“PASS IT ON Acts of Kindness”
program starting in February!!
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(4th Friday of each month)
Friday,

Jan. 26, 2024

SaleSale
NIFTY THRIFTY
Sale

50% off
everything
in the store

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store

1004 E. Main Street, Merrill

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI

715-536-9391

340218

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm
RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout
NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

SOUTHERN COMFORT
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

JAN. BOOZE OF
THE MONTH

HOURS
MON. - FRI.
Noon - Close

SAT. 11am - Close
SUN. 11am - Close

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING
FOOD DAILY
TILL 8PM

GREEN BAY
VS SAN FRANCISCO

7:15pm
SNACKS &

DRINK SPECIALS

SATURDAY
JAN. 20TH

BINGO
Open 11am, Starts 1pm
CASH PRIZES,

SNACKS,
DRINK SPECIALS

SATURDAY
JAN. 20TH

SATURDAY
JAN. 27TH

CRIBBAGE
Open 11am, Starts 12 Noon
2 SPOTS LEFT, $40

TEAM,
LUNCH INCLUDED
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Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
1/19/24 TO 1/25/24

34
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715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

THE BOYS IN THE
BOAT

“PG13” (2HR 3MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

MEAN GIRLS
“PG13” (1HR 52MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

ANYONE BUT YOU
“R” (1HR 43MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat., Sun., Mon.-Only Special Events

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

DINNER SPECIALS JAN.
TUESDAY NIGHTS

JAN. 23RD - SPAGHETTI & MEATSAUCE
JAN. 30TH - COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS
JAN. 19TH - CATFISH

JAN. 26TH - BLUEGILLS
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

CLIP-N-SAVE

34
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CARRYOUT AVAILABLE
• MONDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• LUNCH AVAILABLE:
TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm
WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm
& FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SUNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm

Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

HAPPY HOUR: TUESDAY-THURSDAY • 3-6PM

This Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024 • 9am-1pm
Adults $10.00 • Children (6-10 years)

$5.00
Children 5 and under are FREE

(Carry-Out Available)

PROCEEDS WILL BE GIVEN TO
AL & HOLLY CORTRIGHT TO HELP

DEFRAY MEDICAL EXPENSES

All-You-Can-Eat
(Potato and Regular)

Drinks availablePANCAKES

“HELP WHERE HELP IS NEEDED”

WEEKLY BRIEFING - JANUARY 18TH - 22ND

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

NOW HIRING! P/T - KITCHEN

Conference Room & Hall Rental Available

WE SELL FLAGS!

THURSDAY - HAM STEAK SCALLOPED POTATOES
FRIDAY - POORMAN’S TILLAPIA

SATURDAY - PRIME RIB
SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
MONDAY - CHICKEN PARMESAN

BINGO 4PM
STARTING
SUNDAY,
FEB. 4TH!
34
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Community 
Calendar

Jan. 18 - Open Mic Night 
at Sawmill Brewing Co.

Jan. 20 - Gleason 
Community Club Winter 
Ice Oval Races in 
Gleason

Jan. 20 - Merrill Ice 
Drags Test and Tune 
Day

Jan. 20-21 - DNR Free 
Fishing Weekend

Jan. 24 - Trivia Night at 
Sawmill Brewing Co.

Jan. 25 - Open Mic Night 
at Sawmill Brewing Co.

Jan. 25 - MACA 
Presents:  Empire Trio: 
Hooray for Hollywood 
concert

Jan. 27 - Merrill School 
Forest Family Fun Day 

Jan. 27 - Gleason 
Community Club Winter 
Ice Oval Races in 
Gleason

For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.
org/events or contact 
the event sponsor.

January Critic’s Choice free movie at the library

Free Fishing Weekend 
is Jan. 20-21

The January Critic’s Choice free movie event at the T.B. 
Scott Free Library in Merrill will be a whimsical comedy 
based on a true story. The free movie will be at the library 
on Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024, at 1 p.m. 

Four elderly friends accidentally become huge football 
fans, specifi cally of  Tom Brady of  the New England 
Patriots. Their adventurous trip to Superbowl LI is both 

hilarious and heartwarming. Mega-stars Lily Tomlin, Jane 
Fonda, Rita Moreno, and Sally Field play the lead roles in 
this unforgettable tale of  mischief, mayhem, and meeting 
the man himself. Hop on the Merrill Transit bus for a free 
ride to and from the library for a fun afternoon of  laughs 
and free refreshments!

The Wisconsin Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR) is hosting Free Fishing 
Weekend Jan. 20–21, 2024, to share the 
fun and excitement of  winter fi shing. No 
fi shing license or trout and salmon stamps 
are required on those dates.

Anglers can fi sh in state waters where 
there is an open fi shing season. All other 
fi shing regulations apply, including limits 
on the size and number of  fi sh that can be 
kept and any seasons when anglers must 
release certain fi sh species.

As a reminder, anglers cannot fi sh 
spring trout ponds during the winter Free 
Fishing Weekend. Please review the trout 
regulations and the 2023-2024 Hook and 
Line regulations for more information.

If  you plan to keep fi sh, review the DNR’s 
Safe Eating Guidelines at dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/Fishing/consumption to stay 
informed of  potential consumption 
advisories impacting some waterbodies 
throughout the state.

Winter fi shing reminders
Remember, no ice is 100% safe. Always 

tell someone where you are fi shing and 
when you’ll return before heading out on 
the ice. Also, check in with local bait shops 
for current ice conditions. If  conditions 
are questionable, opt to cast to open water 
from shore.

Dress appropriately for 
the weather, and 

remember safety gear:
•  Warm layers that are water-resistant
•  Sturdy waterproof  boots with spike-

style creepers for traction

•  Extra hat and gloves
•  Rescue throw rope
•  Ice claws
Please remember to practice responsible 

catch and release if  you aren’t keeping 
fi sh to eat. Some tips for proper release 
include:  

•  Reduce reel time with fi sh 
•  Keep fi sh in the water as much as 

possible
•  Use a rubber net and wet hands or 

gloves (if  possible) 
•  Keep handling time to 60 seconds or 

less and keep unhooking tools readily 
available

•  Cut the line if  a fi sh is deeply hooked
•  Treat fi sh gently – use both hands 

when handling fi sh and place them in 
the water to recover before releasing

Prepare to fi sh
Visit the DNR’s Fish Equipment for 

Loan webpage at dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
Fishing/anglereducation/loanerContacts 
to fi nd a loaner site with ice fi shing 
equipment. Locations with ice fi shing 
equipment will have an “IF” next to their 
name. Essential gear is available; however, 
sites do not o� er ice augers. Hours and 
available equipment vary, so contact the 
site in advance and create a plan to pick 
up the gear.

Continue the fi shing fun
Continue the fi shing fun after Free 

Fishing Weekend by purchasing a fi shing 
license. The next Free Fishing Weekend 
will take place June 1–2, 2024.

MOVIES YOU GOTTA SEE

Mad Max: Fury Road
is a miracle in fi lmmaking

BY JALEN MAKI
Every so often, a movie comes out and 

feels like an unparalleled achievement in 
some regard. Maybe it’s a career-defi ning 
performance, or a brilliantly-written 
screenplay, or a deeply evocative score. 
Even less frequently, a fi lm itself  is both 
conceived and executed on a level that is 
simply above and beyond its predecessors.

One of  those rare gems is Mad Max: 
Fury Road.

Released in 2015, Mad Max: Fury Road
was directed and co-written by George 
Miller and stars Tom Hardy and Charlize 
Theron. The fi lm is the fourth entry in 
Miller’s Mad Max franchise, marking his 
return to the series 30 years after 1985’s 
Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome.

I am aware that to those unfamiliar with 
Fury Road, the following description is 
going to sound insane. Despite this, please 
trust me when I say this movie might rock 
harder than any made before or after it.

Fury Road opens with loner and former 
cop Max Rockatansky (Hardy, in a role 
played by Mel Gibson back in the day), who 
is trying to survive in a post-apocalyptic 
desert hellscape while being tormented 
by recurring visions of  people lost on his 
watch. After being captured by War Boys 
under the leadership of  warlord Immortan 
Joe, he’s brought to the Citadel, where he’s 
used as a “bloodbag” for Nux, who, like all 
his fellow War Boys, is slowly dying of  a 
blood-borne disease. Joe’s led the War Boys 
to believe that if  they serve him bravely, 
they’ll be rewarded in the afterlife; in 
return, the brainwashed zealots do Joe’s 
bidding without question or remorse. 

While Max is having one of  the Worst 
Times Imaginable with Nux and the gang, 
Imperator Furiosa (Theron), an underling 
of  Immortan Joe, is gearing up to drive 
the War Rig – a big, awesome armored 
semi-truck monstrosity – at the head of  a 
party tasked with trading produce grown 

at the Citadel for fuel and ammunition. 
Unbeknownst to Immortan Joe, Furiosa has 
a plan: instead of  bartering with Joe’s allies, 
the People Eater (a weirdly aggressive name 
for a Fuel Guy) and the Bullet Farmer (a top-
notch name for an Ammunition Guy), she’s 
blowing the popsicle stand that is the Citadel 
and making a run for the Green Place, the 
paradise where she was born. This in itself  
would probably be pretty annoying for Joe, 
considering a top lieutenant committed 
grand theft auto with his War Rig and bailed, 
but it’s something that he could reasonably 
recover from. But, Furiosa’s not alone; she’s 
also helping Joe’s fi ve wives (yes, you read 
that correctly) escape from his control. 
His spouses running out on him is simply 
beyond the pale, so Joe and an army of  War 
Boys in truly bonkers vehicles set out in 
pursuit of  Furiosa and company across the 

See MOVIES page 11
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Al-Anon o�ers hope and
recovery to all people

a�ected by the alcoholism
of a Friend or Loved One.
Weekly meetings: Mondays at 7PM

Location:
Ascension Episcopal Church

218 Pier St., Merrill
220132

To advertise in
this publication,

contact the
Merrill office at

(715) 536-7121

The dining Guide will now be in the Merrill Profile
magazine and inserted into all 14,616 papers.

The Foto News is mailed to all
addresses in the Merrill area!

334287

Now
Inserted into
over 14,600

papers!

Merrill Area Dining Guide

Pet of the Week

SPONSORED BY
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715-536-2833

3000 E. Main St.,
Merrill

Koda here, wondering if there is anyone out
there who would give me a forever home? I'm
around 6 years old. I love being outside and
playing in the snow. I like to go for walks and
play with toys. My favorite thing is to play fetch.
I’m good with other dogs but I would need to
meet any new dog friends first. I need a cat free
home. Come on down to LCHS meet me today!
Visit the Lincoln County Humane Society,
310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours: Mon-Sat
12-4PM and Sun 12-2PM. Call the shelter at
715-536-3459, or visit us on the web at
www.furrypets.com.
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challengers (chronologically) that voted to Sell Pine Crest:
Districts #8 Laurie Thiel; #9 Don Friske; #10 Jesse 

Boyd; #11 Randal Detert; #12 Julie DePasse;  #18 Kenneth 
Wickham; #20 Angela Cummings

These 3 District Board Members are not running for 
another term (2 DID vote to Sell) therefore have at least 1, 2 
or more primary challengers who will be voted for:

Districts #4 Steve Osness; #13 George Brixius; & #14 
Brian Hafeman

These 4 Board Members are running Unopposed but DID 
vote to sell Pine Crest:

Districts #15 Marty Lemke; #16 Dana Miller; #17 James 
Meunier; & #21 Eugene Simon

Now is your chance to RECTIFY the saving of  Pine Crest, 
which as always, has been a wonderful home to those in 
their later years, and to us in our future years, from being 
privatized under Corporate GREED resulting in little benefi t 
to the residents.

– Darlene Raunio
Tomahawk, Wis.

The cost for Paid Letters to the Editor is $40.00 per letter 
of  up to 250 words, plus $10.00 per additional 50 words, 
and must be prepaid prior to printing.

LETTERS from page 5

when mics were used, and you are all beautiful in person 
but we need to hear you. Comments submitted by: Karen 

EDITOR from page 6

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY: 
*Letters must be 250 words or less. (There will be no exceptions to this. Any letter longer than 250 words will not be printed.) 
*The writer must include their full name, complete address, and a phone number where he/she can be easily reached for verifi cation. Phone numbers 
and street addresses will not be published, but will be used for verifi cation purposes, if necessary. Letters must be signed and the name, city, and state 
will be printed. 
*Letters may be edited for style, grammar, and length. Form letters or those we determine to be libelous or slanderous will not be accepted. Any 
letter deemed derogatory, infl ammatory, or involving vulgar language will not be published. We reserve all rights to reject material submitted to this 
publication. 
*Letters will be published on a “fi rst come, fi rst served” basis. Any letters which we are unable to publish in the printed newspaper may be run online at 
www.merrillfotonews.com and/or may be printed in the paper at a later date.
*In fairness to all, and due to space constraints, there is a limit of two letters per year from an individual writer. Additional letters may be submitted to 
our Paid Letters to the Editor column and will require payment in full prior to publication at the same rate as Political Letters to the Editor (see policy 
below). 

POLITICAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY:
All letters submitted as an endorsement for a political candidate, referendum, or political agenda will carry the same guidelines as above; however, 
they will be charged $40.00 per letter of up to 250 words in length. Longer political letters will be accepted but will be charged $10.00 per additional 
50 words. All political letters must be prepaid prior to printing. Letters to the Editor will not be accepted from candidates running for election or 
representatives of an organization endorsing their own referendum, as these are clearly advertisements and not opinion letters; those submissions will 
be referred to our Advertising Department to be run as paid ads. 

Nocco, Irene Mehlos, Don Dunphy, Sr. Kathy Lange, Sr. 
Celine Goessel, Linda Doerr, and Judy Woller.

– Judy Woller
Merrill, Wis.

TO THE EDITOR:
Forty-one thousand people die annually from 

secondhand cigarette smoke. The majority of  these deaths 
occur in rental properties where landlords adamantly 
refuse to instigate no-smoking policies. Staggering!! 

At the Gleason Villa apartment building, Lincoln 
County Housing Authority, owners of  the property, rent to 
chronic cigarette smokers. There is no insulation between 
apartments, allowing secondhand smoke to poison the air 
in the hallway, and to waft through the ventilation system 
into the apartments of  non-smokers. My clothes, bedding, 
and towels emanate the toxicity smoke. I had bronchitis 
during December due to breathing the miasma.

LCHA receives HUD assistance for the low-income 
persons who reside at the Villa. HUD’s goal is for the 
properties who receive their assistance to incorporate non-
smoking in their buildings. In their greed, LCHA desires 
to receive HUD funding, yet LCHA will not swallow its 
pride to incorporate non-smoking. HUD buildings ought 
to set the standard by which private rental properties do 
business.

Sad, isn’t it, that LCHA has chosen not to do so?
– Donna Kikkert

Gleason, Wis.

|CAMPUS BRIEFS|
UW-Whitewater announces 

Dean’s List
 A total of  3,757 students earned a spot on the Dean’s 

List at the University of  Wisconsin-Whitewater for the 
2023 fall semester.

Area students named to the University of  Wisconsin-
Whitewater Dean’s List for the 2023 fall semester include:

• Reed Dombeck
• Nicole Grawey
• Caitlynn Pehlke
These students have demonstrated their academic 

abilities by receiving a grade point average (GPA) of  3.4 or 
above in a single semester.

“Making the Dean’s List is a tremendous honor. It is a 
recognition of  our students’ hard work and commitment 
to success,” said John Chenoweth, who serves as UW-
Whitewater’s provost and vice chancellor for academic 
a� airs. “We are proud of  our students and hope to see 
their names on the list again. Congratulations to all who 
were recognized!”

Burgener named to SNHU 
President’s List

Abigail Burgener of  Merrill was named to Southern 
New Hampshire University’s (SNHU) Fall 2023 President’s 
List. The fall terms run from September to December.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a 
minimum GPA of  3.700 and above for the reporting term 
are named to the President’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-week term or 
paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, and 
summer.

UW-Stevens Point 
undergraduates honored for 

scholastic chievement
 The University of  Wisconsin-Stevens Point honored 

more than 2,500 undergraduate students for attaining 
high GPAs during the fall semester of  the 2023-2024 
academic year. Full-time undergraduates who earned 
GPAs of  3.90 to 4.0 (4.0 equals straight A) get the highest 
honors designation. High honor citations go to those with 
GPAs from 3.75 to 3.89 and honor recognition is accorded 
to those with GPAs from 3.50 to 3.74.

Personalized certifi cates of  scholastic achievement are 

sent to those who earned highest honors distinction.
Students from our area who received honors include:
• Alex Bloch, Athens, Highest Honors
• Lydia Carlson, Athens, Highest Honors
• Kailee Davis, Athens, Honors
• Sierra Eckardt, Athens, Highest Honors
• Cobie Ellenbecker, Athens, Highest Honors
• Andrew Hartmann, Athens, High Honors
• Connor Komarek, Athens, Honors
• Brittany Lange, Athens, Highest Honors
• Mathew Redmann, Athens, Highest Honors
• Faith Seliger, Athens, Honors
• Nathan Wolf, Athens, High Honors
• Ahna Meyer, Irma, High Honors
• Teegan Wenzel, Irma, High Honors
• Jaylen Anderson, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Samuel Bennett, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Kamryn Beyer, Merrill, Honors
• Taylor Bird, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Jennifer Bolanos, Merrill, High Honors
• Molly Dallman, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Caleb DeJong, Merrill, High Honors
• Gavin Dinges, Merrill, Honors
• Cory Gigl, Merrill, Honors
• Adeline Heisinger, Merrill, High Honors
• Catherine Herdt, Merrill, High Honors
• Callen Hoeppner, Merrill, Honors
• Trinity Kanitz, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Zachary Kriegel, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Courtney Krueger, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Hailey Krueger, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Madisyn Krueger, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Alison Leonard, Merrill, High Honors
• Sawyer Miller, Merrill, Honors
• Edwin Moore, Merrill, High Honors
• Cassandra Oelke, Merrill, High Honors
• Conor OKeefe, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Aiden Pehlke, Merrill, High Honors
• Jaiden Pillai, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Sawyer Schmitz, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Spencer Smith, Merrill, Honors
• Brenna Steinagel, Merrill, Honors
• Anna Weiler, Merrill, Honors
• Tessa Wheat, Merrill, Highest Honors
• Kaylee Wilker, Merrill, High Honors
• Nikolas Zastrow, Merrill, High Honors
• Taylor Zastrow, Merrill, Honors

Local students named to Dean’s 
List at UW-Superior

 Two local students - Destiney Wampole of  Athens 
and MaKayla Golisch of  Merrill - were named to the 
University of  Wisconsin-Superior Dean’s List for academic 
achievement during the Fall 2023 semester. To be named to 
the Dean’s List, students must have completed 12 degree-
seeking semester credits and achieved at least a 3.50 GPA 
(on a 4.0 scale).

Winona State University 
announces the graduation list 

for Fall Semester 2023
Two area strudents graduated from Winona State 

University in Fall 2023. Katrina Fredrickson of  Marathon 
graduated with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Nursing 
Summa Cum Laude and a Bachelor of  Science in Spanish 
Summa Cum Laude, and Morgan Schaefer of  Merrill 
graduated with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Nursing 
Cum Laude.

Winona State University 
announced Dean’s List for 

Fall Semester 2023
Winona State University announced area students 

were named to the Dean’s List for Fall Semester 2023. 
To be named to the Dean’s List, a student must be an 
undergraduate enrolled full-time (at least 12 credit hours 
for a grade) and achieve a minimum GPA of  3.5.

Students from our area include:
• Katrina Fredrickson, Marathon 
• Jaida Heinz, Merrill 
• Ben Robbins, Marathon 
• Camryn Sapinski, Marathon 
• Morgan Schaefer, Merrill 

UW-Madison announces 
fall Dean’s List

The University of  Wisconsin-Madison has recognized 
students named to the Dean’s List for the fall semester of  
the 2023-2024 academic year. To be eligible for the Dean’s 
List, students must complete a minimum of  12 graded 
degree credits in that semester. Each university school or 
college sets its own GPA requirements for students to be 
eligible to receive the distinction.

• Alyssa Nielsen, Athens, College of  Agricultural & Life 
Science, Dean’s List

• Serena Reinke, Irma, College of  Agricultural & Life 
Science, Dean’s List

• Ty Bailey, Merrill, School of  Education, Dean’s List
• Lauren Cohrs, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Kian Garske, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Carla Higgins, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Isaac Johns, Merrill, College of  Engineering, Dean’s 

Honor List
• Carl Knaack, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Trenton Lokemoen, Merrill, School of  Education, 

Dean’s List

See CAMPUS NEWS page 11



Pay starting at $22.55/hour + up to $2/hour Shift Differential!

1 Week of Vacation after 120 days and 2 Weeks after a Year!

6.5% Match/Company Contribution to a 401(k)

12 Paid Holidays/Personal Days per Year!

GPI is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Looking to advance your manufacturing career?

34
25

93

$2,000
Retention

Bonus

200 Central Bridge St, Wausau

A FEWOF THE PERKS:
• CompetitiveWages
• FlexibleOnline Scheduling
•Tuition Reimbursement
•WRSPension Planwith 6.9%Match

•Health,Dental, andVisionCoverage
• Retention&Referral Incentives
• Fun&SupportiveWork Environment
•AShort Drive toWork!

Join our team in Merrill as a CNA, LPN or RN!

Learn more or apply online at www.norcen.org/Careers

SICK OFWINTER DRIVING?
Consider working a little closer to home!

23
17

37

Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Company, Inc. is recognized throughout the
industry as a leader in the manufacturing of custom, superior quality
windows and doors that can be found in some of the most visionary

residences and commercial projects in North America.
The Kolbe story began 77 years ago after the Kolbe brothers began

repairing and building window frames. As the business grew, maintaining
a closely held family business was the priority, along with understanding
the important role a large company plays in the community. Those

commitments remain intact and have greatly in�uenced the success of the
company. We hope you will consider joining the Kolbe team!

Seeking Full-time 1st Shift Production Team Members
No Experience Required

Four-day work week, 5am-3pm, Monday through Thursday.
$18.50 per hour.

Three-day work week, 5am-5pm, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.
No required over-time. $20.55 per hour.

Part-time, work 24-28 hours during �rst shift hours. $20 per hour.
Excellent bene�ts package, relaxed and safe working environment.

Apply online at
www.kolbewindows.com/careers.

EOE
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Now Hir ing, Semi-dri ver
Jerry needs a co-dri ver!

• Open ing for an ex pe ri enced pro -
fes sional semi-dri ver to team up
with one of our own.
• Es tab lished ded i cated run to FL
and back leav ing Roth schild, WI
on Sun day morn ing and re turn ing
on Tues day af ter noon. The rest of
the week is your home time.
• As signed Volvo trac tor with all
the up grades, me chan ics on site
and well main tained equip ment.
As the trans porta tion com pany for
Krueger Whole sale Florist, we pro -
vide the ex pe dited ser vice nec es -
sary for trans port ing flow ers. This
is a weekly run all year long. If you

are a safe, ex pe ri enced and re -
spon si ble dri ver look ing for a dri -
ving ca reer with that per fect bal -
ance this is it. Email re sume to

sklemm@ kru eger flor al. com

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment
Ser vic ing all brands.

Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

Pure bred Jack Rus sell Ter rier
pup pies. First shots and
de wormed. $300 each.

Call or text 715-921-2989

DEN TAL IN SUR ANCE. From
Physi cians Mu tual In sur ance
Com pany. Cov er age for 400 plus
pro ce dures. Real den tal in sur ance
- NOT just a dis count plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Den tal In for ma tion Kit with all the
de tails! 855-807-9516 www. den 
tal5 0plu s. com/ wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

• Go to www.indeed.com
• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street

(employment of�ce – SW corner)
• Or Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com

• 1st Shift Full-Time
ProductionWorkers

• Draftsperson/Technical
Illustrator

• Maintenance Staff
up to $35/hr

34
22

25

Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

We are an equal opportunity employer.

To Apply:

UP TO $15,000 OF GUAR AN -
TEED LIFE IN SUR ANCE! No
med ical exam or health ques tions.
Cash to help pay fu neral & other
final ex penses. Call Physi cians
Life In sur ance Com pany 844-
433-5898 or visit www. Life55plus. 
info/ wcp (WCAN)

REG CAV A LIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL PUP PIES Vet checked
/wormed/ dews, $750 No Sun
Calls 715-409-3321 (495932)
(WCAN)

Cen tral WI Gun Col lec tors Gun
Show. Jan 20 & 21 Sat 8-5 $10
Sun 8-2 $5, 480 plus ta bles FDL
Fair grounds 495 Mar tin Ave cen -
tral wis con sin gun.org (WCAN) REG PURE BRED SAMOYED

PUPS Vet Cer ti fied/Shots UTD
Ready to go! $450 715-229-2105

GUN SHOW TOMAH, WI Fair -
grounds, Jan. 26, 27 & 28th; Fri 3-
8:30pm, Sat 9-5pm, Sun 9-3pm
Info 563-608-4401 Marv Kraus

Mo bile Help, Amer ica’s Pre mier
Mo bile Med ical Alert Sys tem.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Con tracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

SHELTIE PUP PIES shots/vet
checked Males - $250 Ready to
Go 715-218-2670OTR TRUCK DRI VERS FT/PT

Put Your Ca reer in Gear!! Com -
pet i tive wages & full ben e fits.
Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly
Home week ends, NO east/west
coast, 28 cen tral states. Van &
Hop per Di vi sion. Agri cul ture ex pe -
ri ence a plus. Fox Val ley com pany
since 1958 Call Frank 920-788-
6242 or 920-858-0238. Van Groll
Truck ing, Kaukauna

Ted dy bear, MaltiPoo,
CavaPoo, Shih Malt, Bi chon -
Poo: Pup pies. Non-Shed Girls

and Boys. Vac ci nated, dew claws
re moved, vet checked. $500.
715-823-2165 or DHKen nel -

LLC@ gmail. com - Clin tonville
Li cence 268597-DS

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RE SULTS! Af ford able ad -
ver tis ing that fits your bud get!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wis con sin Shop pers & Buy ers’
Guide pa pers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Pub lish ers De vel op -
ment Ser vice, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www. pdsadnet. 
com

STROKE & CAR DIO VAS CU LAR
dis ease are lead ing causes of
death, ac cord ing to the AMER I -
CAN HEART AS SO CI A TION.
Screen ing can pro vide peace of
mind or early de tec tion! Con tact
Life Line Screen ing to sched ule
your screen ing. Spe cial offer - 5
screen ings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)WCAN (Wis con sin Com mu nity

Ad Net work) and/or the mem ber
pub li ca tions re view ads to the
best of their abil ity. Un for tu nately,
many un scrupu lous peo ple are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CARE FUL AN -
SWER ING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more in for ma tion, or to
file a com plaint re gard ing an ad,
please con tact The De part ment
of Trade, Agri cul ture & Con -
sumer Pro tec tion 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

Applications are now being accepted
to �ll a Fabricator/Welder position-CDL
Drivers. Starting wage is $24.85 – 25.51
per hour depending upon quali�cations.

Regular scheduled work week is Monday
throughThursday 6:30 am to 4:30
pm with overtime opportunities. Job
description, duties, responsibilities, and
applications are listed on the Lincoln
County web page at www.co.lincoln.wi.us
(career opportunities) or applications
can be picked up at the Lincoln County
Service Center at 801 N. Sales Street
(upper level) Merrill,WI. John Hanz,
Highway Commissioner, may be reached
at 715-539-2554 if you need additional
information or have questions.

Lincoln County
Highway
Department

Fabricator/Welder

345966

AKC CAV A LIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL PUPS dews/shots/vet/
worm ready to go! $600 715-536-
0697 or 715-316-2522 (WCAN)

CON NECT TO THE BEST WIRE -
LESS home in ter net with Earth -
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE net works, no con tracts, easy
in stal la tion, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

Teddy-Poo Pups shot/worm/vet
Var i ous col ors Play ful $325 Pics
Avail. 715-669-3607

BOSTON TER RIER PUP PIES
Males/Fe males Health Guar
Ready now! $650 715-937-0916 FREE high speed in ter net for

those that qual ify. Gov ern ment
pro gram for re cip i ents of se lect
pro grams incl. Med ic aid, SNAP,
Hous ing As sis tance, WIC, Vet er -
ans Pen sion, Sur vivor Ben e fits,
Life line, Tribal. 15 GB in ter net ser -
vice. Bonus offer: An droid tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free ship ping & Han dling. Call
Maxsip Tele com today! 1-855-454-
6827 (WCAN)

HOME GROWN BEEF No Im -
plants, 1/4s $2.80/lb 1/2 $2.75/lb
Mar Process 715-470-0458

COCK APOOS & POO-SHON
PUPS Born 11/25/23 Va ri ety Col -
ors Cute&Cud dly 715-758-6759Es tate Sale Jan. 24th-26th 9:00-

6:00 Wed & Thur. and 9:00-4:00
Fri. All must go. Clothes, fur ni ture,
kitchen ware, books & small ap pli -
ances. Lo cated on West side of
Mer rill at 1604 Cot ter Ave. Watch
for signs. Call 715-536-2791 or
612-1728.

TRAC TORS Ford 8N w/loader &
chains $1950; Fer gu son 35 w/all
hyd loader ma nure & dirt bucket
$2850; Ford 7000 75hp high
model 5000 hours $9,950; JD
4055 4x4 4000 hrs $39,500; Oliver
70 w/ both sin gle & nar row front
$1850; JD 4320 125hp $16,950;
Kub ota 7040 70hp w/loader 800
hrs like new $16,950; Kub ota
L4610 4x4 46hp w/loader 2800 hrs
$15,950; Duetz 6260 65hp w/
loader low hrs $15,500; JD 2550
4x4 cab w/loader $22,650; Far mall
460 w/all hyd Ldr $2850; Snow
Blow ers $850 to $1850 920-878-
0005 or 920-878-0288 (WCAN)

F1-B TRI-COLOR BERNE DOO -
DLE PUP PIES shots/dews/
wormed/vet checked. Great fam ily
Pets! $300 715-721-5375 (WCAN)

Hugh es Net Satel lite In ter net: 25
mbps start ing at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST down load speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Stan dard In stal la tion for
lease cus tomers! Lim ited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-al ler -
genic, Non-shed, shots/vet
F-$600, M-$500; PURE BRED
REG COCKER SPANIEL PUP -
PIES 715-758-2433

Shelv ing, Com put ers, Ta bles,
Elec tron ics & more. Closes
1/22- Green Bay, WI LEARN
MORE & BID NOW AT HANSE -
NAUC TION GROUP.COM
Of fice 715-539-6295 (WCAN) MINI GOLD EN DOO DLE &

Medium Red AKC POO DLES
$575 Cute! 715-409-0533

DI RECTV OVER IN TER NET Get
your fa vorite live TV, sports, &
local chan nels. 99% sig nal re li a bil -
ity! CHOICE Pack age, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre -
mium Chan nels in cluded for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Pack age or higher)
No an nual con tract, no hid den
fees! Some re stric tions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

MINI GOLD EN DOO DLE PUPS 8
wks old GOLDEN RE TRIEV ERS 6
Wks old; shots/wormed, $650
Fam ily raised 715-255-3267

*FLEA MAR KET* SAT UR DAYS
through March.

SHAWANO COM MU NITY HALL
115 East Di vi sion St

Zurko
715-526-9769

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

An Environmental Heavy Construction Company

Mechanical
Coordinator/Drafter

Equal Opportunity Employer

34
55
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dinator/Drafter
Staab Construction, a 100% Employee Owned company, has a
career opportunity for a mechanical coordinator/drafter. The
drafter will assist in project coordination in mechanical piping and
equipment construction, create fab schedules and perform drafting
work for all projects.

Staab Construction is a heavy construction general contractor
focusing on constructing and upgrading wastewater treatment
plants in Wisconsin and the surrounding states of Minnesota,
Iowa, Illinois and Michigan. In addition to wastewater treatment
plants, Staab also performs work constructing and servicing water
treatment plants, and water control structures such as dams and
cranberry structures.

Staab has offices located in the Central Wisconsin cities of Marshfield
& Wausau. The primary location of this position is in Marshfield or
Wausau, however some travel to jobsites will be necessary.

Staab Construction offers excellent pay and an industry leading
benefits package including: 100% employer paid premiums for
health, dental, life, short and long term disability insurance, generous
retirement contributions of 20-25% of employees eligible earnings,
and an excellent time off package.

This is a true career opportunity with a stable and successful
companycompany.

Apply at:

www.staabco.com/careers

OLDER PUPS: AUSSIE DOO -
DLE, BERNE DOO DLE &
CAVAPOO $300-$400 715-255-
2661 (#269146)

DI RECTV Sports Pack 3 Months
on Us! Watch pro & Col lege sports
LIVE. Plus over 40 re gional & spe -
cialty net works in cluded. NFL, Col -
lege Foot ball, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some re stric tions
apply Call DI RECTV 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No con tract & no hid den
fees. Un lim ited talk & text with
flex i ble data plans. Pre mium na -
tion wide cov er age. 100% U.S.
based cus tomer ser vice. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

PURE BRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn Shots
UTD Ready Now! $400 715-701-
1473

WES LEY FI NAN CIAL GROUP,
LLC Time share Can cel la tion Ex -
perts Over $50,000,000 in time -
share debt & fees can celled in
2019. Get FREE in for ma tional
pack age & learn how to get rid of
your time share! FREE con sul ta -
tions. Over 450 pos i tive re views.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

PURE BRED GOLDEN RE -
TRIEVER PUP PIES
shots/vet/wormed, M-$100,
F-$150, 715-223-5663 No Sun
Calls

Switch to DISH Get up to a $300
gift card! Plus get the Mul ti sport
pack in cluded for a lim ited time!
Hurry, call for de tails: 1-844-897-
8523 (WCAN)DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

PURE BRED GOLDEN RE -
TRIEVER PUPS Shots/Wormed,
Vet Ckd M-$300, F-$350 cash only
715-267-6370 No Sun day Calls

2008 TOY OTA 4X4 TUN DRA SR5
V8 Big Cab 6.5 box South ern Tr.
Rust free $11,500; 2005 Chev Col -
orado 4x4 46K miles; $13,500;
2020 Chev 4x4 1500 Reg Cab 8’
box 130K miles $17,950; 92 Ford
F250 Reg Cab 2WD 6 Eng 5-Sp
58K miles Sharp! $6500; 2007
Chev 4x4 1-ton Du ally Du ra max
New 11’ Bed Air Bags Awe some!
$18,500 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MO BIL ITY! Dis cover the
ideal so lu tion for any one who
strug gles on the stairs, is con -
cerned about a fall or wants to re -
gain ac cess to their en tire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
�nd out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67

JACUZZI BATH RE MODEL Can
in stall a new, cus tom bath or
shower in as lit tle as one day. For
a lim ited time, we’re cut ting in stal -
la tion costs in half & of fer ing a
FREE safety up grade! Ad di tional
terms apply. Sub ject to change
and vary be dealer. Offer ends
3/31/24 1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

DO NATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to sup port our vet er -
ans! Sched ule a FAST, FREE ve -
hi cle pickup and re ceive a top tax
de duc tion! Call Vet eran Car Do na -
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

GET YOUR DE DUC TION AHEAD
OF THE YEAR-END! Do nate
Your Car, Truck or SUV to as sist
the blind & vi su ally im paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost ve hi cle
pickup & se cure a gen er ous
year-end tax credit. Call HER -
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

PRE PARE FOR POWER OUT -
AGES TODAY with a GEN ERAC
home standby gen er a tor. Act now
to re ceive a FREE 7-year war ranty
w/qual i fy ing pur chase*. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to sched ule a
free quote. it’s not just a gen er a tor.
Its a power move. (WCAN)

10

7110General Employment 

55

7250Lawn and Garden 

66

7272Dogs 

80

7308Insurance 

61

7264Guns

81

7310Health Care Services 
15

7135Professional and Technical 63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 

1

7005Announcements 
66

7272Dogs 

86

7318Internet 

71

7284Livestock 31

7208Estate Sales 
72

7286Farm Equipment 

35

7282Auctions

89

7324Satellites and Antennas 

38

7214Antiques and Collectibles 

75

7292Agriculture Services 

39

7216Computers and Electronics 
122

7421Vacation For Rent 

52

7244Firewood 

164

7546Trucks 105

7358Home Building Supply 

167

7554Vehicles Wanted 
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NEW YEAR
NEW CAREER



33
55

41

SINCE 1954!
1220 Flieth St

Same location since 1954
715-845-3355

TRAILERS ALL SIZES
Order yours today!

www.ribmountainmarine.com

28
33

47

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

Thorne Construction LLC

Joseph Thorne
Fully Insured

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop-Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197
Your Dream Builder

26
31

44

Glaringly Objective
Accounting & Tax, LLC

WALK-INS
WELCOME! 34

37
84

Accounting and Tax Services

Happy New Year!
The new year brings franchise/income tax
season. Set up your appointment today.

GOAT-LLC.COM
JESSE VENROOY • (715) 965-7821

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

The bath room of your dreams in
as lit tle as 1 day. Lim ited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Pay ments
& No In ter est for 18 months for
cus tomers who qual ify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many op tions avail -
able. Qual ity ma te ri als & pro fes -
sional in stal la tion. Se nior & Mil i -
tary Dis counts Avail able. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

RE PLACE YOUR ROOF w/the
best look ing & longest last ing ma -
te r ial, steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 Styles & mul ti ple col ors
avail able. Guar an teed to last a
life time! Lim ited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF In stal la tion + Add’l 10%
off in stall (for mil i tary, health work -
ers & 1st re spon ders) Call Erie
Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606
(WCAN)

THINK ING ABOUT IN STALLING
A NEW SHOWER? Amer i can
Stan dard makes it easy. FREE de -
sign con sul ta tion. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on in stal la tion, or visit
www. new show erde al. com/ wcp
(WCAN)

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef�cient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roo�ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

Call us for a FREE consultation

• Financing Available
• Search Our Buildings
• Virtual Planning

• Proven Reliability Since 1978
• Lifetime SteelWarranty

• Featuring Doors

800-373-5550
ClearyBuilding.com

Specializing in High-Value,
Customized Post Frame Buildings

Discover the Cleary Advantage
at ClearyBuilding.com

WAUSAU,WI
715-675-7701

105

7358Home Building Supply 

112

7370Roo�ng and Siding 
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desert. Nux joins the chase with his bloodbag Max in tow, 
but rather than being buckled into the shotgun seat like a 
normal passenger, Max is instead strapped onto the front 
of  the car, a situation that’d likely be frowned upon by the 
National Highway Tra�  c Safety Administration.

That’s pretty much the entire setup of  the movie. What 
follows is about an hour and 45 minutes of  some of  the most 
staggering, masterfully pulled o�  chase-and-fi ght sequences 
ever put to fi lm. You’ve got pretty much everything you 
could want in this type of  action movie: people shooting 
guns while climbing in and out of  moving cars decked out 
with ridiculous armor, weird exploding spears thrown 
at said vehicles, motorcycles fl ying around all over the 
dang place, a guy playing a double-neck guitar in front of  
a colossal wall of  speakers (because what’s a road trip 
without some tunes?) and most importantly, Furiosa, Max 
(who eventually escapes from Nux), and the wives cruising 
in the War Rig, just completely wrecking shop. 

There’s a pretty easy case to be made that the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe has ushered in an era where movies are 
increasingly reliant on computer-generated e� ects. CGI can 
be a tremendous tool in a fi lmmaker’s toolbox and can be 
downright astounding when used well (the Avatar movies 
rule, folks), but recent CGI-driven fi lms have felt lacking in 
soul, particularly those under the MCU umbrella. There’s 
a similar quandary in music: the choice between using 
a drum machine or a having a person play a real drum 
kit, and the pros and cons associated with each. You can 
achieve fl awlessness with a computer program – perfectly 
syncopated notes exactly on tempo – but it’s the human 
element that brings the heart. While truly impressive feats 

can be accomplished using modern technology, and the 
possibilities it unlocks are almost limitless, I’d rather hear a 
live drummer speed up a little during the chorus or watch a 
real car be blown to smithereens.

In this regard – actually doing absurdly cool stu�  in 
real life rather than just creating said cool stu�  with CGI 
– Mad Max: Fury Road is simply a miracle in fi lmmaking. 
While Fury Road does indeed take advantage of  computer-
generated imagery, its utilization of  practical e� ects is 
nothing short of  breathtaking. The fi lm’s tactility – the 
assortment of  vehicles, the car parts and scraps of  metal 
sent airborne, the explosions, the fi re, the smoke, the sand, 
the dust – further immerses the viewer in the out-of-control 
dystopian wasteland it’s depicting. Every mammoth set 
piece or mind-boggling stunt makes you feel like you’ve 
watched a truly ridiculous thing that really happened ... 
because you did! The combination of  the fi lm’s tangible 
nature with its pedal-to-the-metal intensity, brought to the 
forefront by lights-out camera work and sound design, is 
unrivaled. Within the action movie landscape, Mad Max: 
Fury Road sits atop the class, and is yet to be supplanted.

While the technical mastery in the fi lmmaking is utterly 
unbelievable, the storytelling is genuinely compelling. An 
ingenious thing about Fury Road, and another reason why 
it stands tall among its counterparts in the action genre, 
is that despite how straight-up weird the movie is on the 
whole, it’s still remarkably easy to get swept up in its story 
and empathize with its characters. This isn’t a simple task 
for any type of  fi lm, let alone one like Fury Road, where 
you’re pretty much dropped directly into the middle of  
a unique plot set in a strange world and expected to get 
your bearings quickly before the sand and bullets start 
fl ying. Fury Road doesn’t hold your hand; it trusts that its 

Get results � nding the 
right person for the job!NewsFotoMERRILL

™

NewsFotoMERRILL
™ 715-536-7121

|REPORTS|
MERRILL FIRE 

DEPARTMENT CALLS
FOR WEEK ENDING JAN. 14, 2024
Detector activation, no fi re - 
unintentional  1
Dispatched and cancelled 
  en route  2
Dispatched and cancelled 
  en route(EMS)  1
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident 
with injury  50
Good intent call, other  1
Motor vehicle accident 
  with no injuries.  1
Standby for Tomahawks E.M.S.  2
Total This Week:  58
Total Incidents/
  Calls for 2024: 113

MERRILL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

01-10-24
At 5:53 a.m. a crash was reported 
on Mill St. at E. 6th St. A vehicle 
was travelling on E. 6th St. and 
failed to stop at the stop sign, 
striking the vehicle that was on Mill 
St. The offending driver was cited 
for failure to stop at a stop sign. 
At 2:11 p.m. the courthouse 
requested offi cers for a female who 
was causing issues. The female 
was arrested by Lincoln County 
Deputies and the female admitted 
to the Merrill detective that she 
had contraband concealed in her 
bra. The female Merrill detective 
removed a baggie containing 
suspected drugs. The suspected 
drugs were turned over to deputies.

01-11-24
At 12:55 a.m. a fi ght was reported 
outside of a tavern. It was reported 

a male had struck another male 
and left in a vehicle. An offi cer 
located the vehicle and conducted 
a traffi c stop. In the meantime, 
other offi cers spoke to the victim 
and witnesses and the male that 
had been stopped was arrested 
for battery, bail jumping, and 
operating while intoxicated. Further 
investigation is ongoing.
At 8:32 a.m. a crash was reported 
on N. Mill St. and E. 9th St. A 
vehicle had slid through the stop 
sign on E. 9th St. A vehicle on 
N. Mill St. took evasive action to 
avoid the collision and struck a fi re 
hydrant. The driver that had slid 
through the stop sign was cited 
for driving too fast for conditions, 
operating without insurance, 
and operating without a valid 
driver’s license. A crash report was 
completed.

01-12-24
At 11:10 a.m. an offi cer took a 
report of a historical disorderly 
conduct incident that had occurred 
at a hotel in town. The investigation 
showed that a male subject will be 
cited for disorderly conduct. 

01-14-24
At 12:05 p.m. offi cers were 
dispatched to a residence for a 
disorderly conduct incident. It 
was found that a female subject 
had been throwing things around 
the residence breaking them and 
other things that did not belong 
to her. The female was taken into 
custody for disorderly conduct, 
criminal damage to property, and 
bail jumping. When offi cers took 
the female into custody, she began 
making threats toward the offi cers. 
She was also charged with threats 
to law enforcement. 

MOVIES from page 7

• Matthew Monnot, Merrill, College of  Engineering, 
Dean’s Honor List

• Eamonn O’Day, Merrill, School of  Education, Dean’s List
• Jordan Stoecker, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Izzy Sunby, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Lillie Sunby, Merrill, College of  Letters and Science, 

Dean’s List
• Malena Tonelli, Merrill, School of  Pharmacy, Honor Roll

Two Merrill students
 named to Dean’s List at 

St. Norbert College 
 Peter Breitwisch and Elizabeth Hartson, both of  Merrill, 

were named to the 2023 fall semester dean’s list at St. 
Norbert College in De Pere. A minimum 3.5 GPA is required 
for academic eligibility.

CAMPUS NEWS from page 8

Classifi eds
Rock

715-536-7121

audience will buy in completely, and it rewards those who 
do with an incomparable viewing experience. And even if  
you don’t let Mad Max: Fury Road truly enfold you ... well, 
you’ll still have watched one of  the greatest action fi lms ever 
made. And what a lovely day it will have been. What a lovely, 
lovely day.

Follow Jalen on Letterboxd at letterboxd.com/
jalenmaki182/ to see what he’s been watching, and read 
more at medium.com/@jalenmaki.



Real RewardsChecking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APYmay change at any time after your
account is opened, at the discretion ofNicoletNational Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If quali�cations aremet for the quali�cation cycle, Tier 1: �eportion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000will
earn 3.00%APY. Tier 2: �eportion of your balance that is over $15,000will earn 0.01%APY. �eAPY for Tier 2will range from0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If quali�cations are notmet for the
quali�cation cycle, your entire balancewill earn 0.01%APY. Youmust enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each quali�cation cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions donot count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. DisclosedAPY assumes all interest remains ondeposit.
Fees andwithdrawals of interest will reduce earnings andAPY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. SeeNicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

NicoletBank.com | 800.369.0226

Real Rewards Checking
THOUSANDS HAVE EARNED $20 MILLION
IN THE LAST 12 YEARS! READY TO BE ONE OF THEM?

33
56
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2023 WINTER MERRILL HIGH
SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
2024 WINTER MERRILL HIGH
SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE

The Sports Calendar of
events is sponsored by:

Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri. Jan. 19 Marsh�eld (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 19 Marsh�eld (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 23 Wausau West (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan. 23 Wausau West (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV, JV2 & JV3)
Fri. Jan. 19 Marsh�eld (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 19 Marsh�eld (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 23 Wausau West (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan. 23 Wausau West (JV3) Away 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 23 Wausau West (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Thurs. Jan. 25 Wausau East (JV& JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Thurs. Jan. 25 Wausau East (Varsity) Home 8:00 pm

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Thurs. Jan. 18 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm
Thurs. Jan. 25 Marsh�eld (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm

Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Jan. 18 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm
Sat. Jan. 20 Bay Port (JV) Away 8:00 am
Sat. Jan. 20 Whitnall (Varsity) Away 9:15 am
Thurs. Jan. 25 Marsh�eld (Varsity) Away 6:30 pm

Ice Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Jan. 18 Stevens Point (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 18 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Fri. Jan. 19 Multiple Schools (JV) Home 5:30 pm
Sat. Jan. 20 Multiple Schools (JV) Home 11:00 am
Tues. Jan. 23 Pacelli Catholic (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 25 WI Rapids Lincoln (JV) Away 5:00 pm

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 33
56

36

Tyson Ott

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Tyson Ott, a Freshman at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week. Tyson started playing
basketball in the fourth grade on a traveling team, continued playing at Prairie River Middle School (PRMS), came
on board the Merrill Varsity Basketball Team as a switch player as this season started, and was pulled up to full time
Varsity on Dec. 5. He plays point guard/shooting guard and had his best game of the season so far on Jan. 5 in the
game against SPASH according to Coach Troy Pieper and his basketball future looks bright as his con�dence grows.
Tyson also plays baseball. He started in fourth or �fth grade on Little League, progressed to playing on the traveling
team and Babe Ruth at the middle school level, and plans to play for MHS this spring.
At school, Tyson’s favorite class is English, and outside of school he works part-time loading �owers into delivery
trucks for his dad’s business, Perry Wholesale.
In his free time, Tyson likes to go to the gym to play basketball and lift weights, golf with his friends in the summer,
and hang out with his friends and family. Playing board games and video games.
The son of Becky and Bob Ott of Merrill, Tyson thinks he will probably attend college but hasn’t yet decided on his
career path.
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The Merrill Varsity Girls returned to 
action on Monday night, Jan. 15, 2024, after 
several cancellations due to inclement 
weather, to take on non-Conference 
opponent Medford on Merrill’s home court. 
Merrill entered the game with an 8-5 overall 
record and a 1-3 mark in Conference play.

The Lady Jays got on the board first 
with a 2-point basket by Sophie Wendorf  
(12 pts, 2 FG, 2 3pts, 2 FT) in a back-and-
forth seesaw a�air that saw multiple lead 
changes throughout the game. Medford 
built a six-point lead midway through the 
first half. But Merrill rallied to tie the 
score at 17-17 after a Mia Ott basket (21 
pts, 7 FG, 1 3pt, 4 FT) from the free throw 
line) at the 9:30 mark of  the first half. After 
trading baskets, the Lady Jays finally took 
the lead 33-32 on a Mia Ott basket with 3:25 
remaining in the half. As the clock ticked 
down under one minute, #21 Haley Rindt 
(12 pts, 5 FG, 2 FT) scored twice in the paint 
to close out strong and take momentum to 

the locker room leading 37-34.
The second half  started with a 3-pointer 

from Sophie Wendorf  and pushed the lead 
to 40-37 for Merrill. Solid defense by both 
teams kept the scoring low as both teams 
kept trading baskets and the lead kept 
changing midway through the second 
half. Mia Ott hit a 3-pointer at 8:58 of  the 
half  to give the Lady Jays the lead at 53-
51, prompting a timeout by Medford. The 
tightly-contested matchup went down to 
the last several minutes as Medford built a 
4-point lead (60-56) with 4:02 remaining in 
the game. After a timeout, Grace Reimann 
(8 pts, 4 FG) hit a huge basket for Merrill, 
closing the gap to 60-58 with 1:42 left in the 
game. After several made free throws by 
Medford, the Lady Jays rallied late to get 
within one possession (63-60) on another 
basket by Grace Reimann. With 3.4 seconds 
remaining, Medford was able to get the 
ball inbounded and ran out the clock as 
the Merrill rally came up short at the end. 
The scoreboard read 63-60 as the final horn 
sounded. 

The Lady Jays were lead by Mia Ott (21 

pts), Haley Rindt (12 pts), 
Sophie Wendorf  (12 pts), 
and Grace Reimann (8 pts). 
Merrill returns to the court 
on Friday Night, Jan. 19, 
hosting Conference rival 
Marshfield at 7:15 p.m. 

Box Score 
Medford 63 @ Merrill 60

Merrill Varsity Girls return to action at home versus Medford

Merrill out-grappled  
by Wisconsin Rapids

Wisconsin Rapids dual
The Merrill Varsity Wrestling Team 

hosted Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln for a dual 
on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. This was a tough 
one for the grapplers and, despite their best 
e�orts, Rapids took home the win. 

Individual results are:
126: Landyn Freeman (WRL) over Remington Skic 
(MERR) (Dec 3-2) 
132: Carter Freeman (WRL) over Brett Suchocki 
(MERR) (TF 20-5 3:39) 
138: Aiden Armagost (WRL) over Brady Norton 
(MERR) (Fall 2:45) 
144: Callum Wheeler (MERR) over (WRL) (For.) 
150: Chase Gethers (WRL) over Preston Schuelke 
(MERR) (Fall 1:40) 

157: Bennett Weidman (WRL) over (MERR) (For.) 
165: Cooper Meyer (WRL) over Hunter Opper (MERR) 
(Dec 2-0) 
175: Mark Jeske (WRL) over Austin Depies (MERR) 
(MD 11-1) 
190: Kailar Tritz (WRL) over (MERR) (For.) 
215: Noah Klug (MERR) over Greysen Reimer (WRL) 
(TB-1 6-5) 
285: Tanner Gormanson (WRL) over Mikal Plautz 
(MERR) (Fall 4:47) 
106: Dustin Schmirler (MERR) over Matthew Sering 
(WRL) (Dec 6-2) 
113: Deegan Armagost (WRL) over (MERR) (For.) 
120: Gavin Jacob (WRL) over Jayden Graap (MERR) 
(Fall 1:30)

Box Score
Wisconsin Rapids 57 @ Merrill 12

Winter weather postpones most 
Merrill sports, Basketball HOF Night

Last week’s winter weather postponed 
most Merrill sports events. The majority of  
games and matches have been rescheduled.

Merrill Basketball’s Hall of  Fame (HOF) 

Night, and the Boys and Girls Varsity 
Basketball games that were scheduled for 
Jan. 13, 2024, were rescheduled to Saturday, 
Jan. 27. Please mark your calendars. 

Merrill Bluejay Trap 
Season mandatory meetings

In preparation for the upcoming Merrill Bluejay 
Trap Season, coaches have set a mandatory meeting on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024, at 6 p.m. at the Lincoln Gun Club, 
N1544 Corning Rd., Merrill, for any new athlete in the 
MAPS district grades 6-12 who is interested in learning 
more. 

A mandatory meeting for returning Trap athletes will 
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m. at the Lincoln Gun 
Club. 

Anyone with questions should email Bluejaytrapteam@
gmail.com. 

Merrill Girls huddle up during timeout to discuss strategy versus Medford in the �rst half. 
Rick Argall photos.

Mia Ott attempts a free throw during the �rst half.

“It is exciting and gratifying for the Friends Group to be 
able to help the T.B.Scott Library get families involved with 
nature through the donation of  snowshoes to the ‘Library 
of  Things’ at T.B.Scott and monetary donation for passes 
for the ‘Check out Wisconsin State Parks at Your Library’ 
programs,” said Laura Nikolai-Svetlik, Social Media 
Coordinator for FoCGSP. 

DONATIONS from page 2

Call 715.536.7121 to 
place your ad today.
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