
BoneJoint.net

Roger Gregush, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon
Hip & Knee Replacement Specialist

Bone & Joint
Welcomes

Now Accepting
Patients

30
25

03
34

20
59

• A Great
Day Trip!

• Free Tastings
• Visit us on

17153 Big Hill Rd.
Lakewood, WI. 54138

www.woodlandtrail.com211664

1400 Logan Ave. • Merrill • 715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-1

Merrill Country Store

$2389
(Through 2-3-24)
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At approximately 7:42 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2023, the Lincoln 
County 911 Dispatch Center received 
a call that there was a vehicle in the 
Wisconsin River, partially submerged, 
at the end of  Lokemoen Rd. in the 
Town of  Merrill. The 911 caller was 
uncertain whether anyone was inside 
the vehicle.

Emergency crews, including Merrill 
Fire Department Engine 61, Medic 61, 
Medic 62, and Utility 68 w/Boat 69 
were dispatched to the Lokemoen boat 
landing.  

“Upon arrival at scene Engine 
61 assumed command and found 
a mostly submerged 4-door SUV,” 
a press release from the Merrill 
Fire Department said. Emergency 

personnel were also unable to 
determine whether the vehicle was 
occupied from their position at the 
boat landing. 

“Personnel from Medic 61 donned 
cold water rescue suits,” the release 

A 48-year-old Merrill man has died as the result of  
injuries sustained in a single UTV crash in the early 
hours of  Dec. 31, 2023.

The Lincoln County 911 Dispatch Center received a 
911 call at approximately 1:32 a.m. on Dec. 31 reporting 
a single UTV crash on Scott Rd. south of  Heldt St. in the 
Township of  Scott, with the driver reportedly trapped 
and unresponsive, a press release from the Lincoln 
County Sheri�’s O�ce (LCSO) said. 

The driver, Chad J. Glaze of  Merrill, was pronounced 
dead by Lincoln County Coroner Valerie Caylor. 

A male passenger in the UTV refused medical 
treatment and left the scene in a private automobile, the 
release said.

According to preliminary investigation, it is believed 
the UTV was southbound on Scott Rd. when it lost 
control, entered the ditch, and rolled. Road conditions 
are believed to have been a factor. Icy road conditions 
were reported throughout northcentral Wisconsin 
counties during the evening of  Dec. 30 into early morning 
on Dec. 31, with multiple vehicle crashes closing roads 
for periods of  time in several area counties. The crash 
remains under investigation according to the LCSO.

In addition to the LCSO and Lincoln County Coroner, 
the Merrill Fire Department and Merrill Police 
Department also assisted in response to the accident.

Vehicle in the water

Merrill man dies in 
single UTV crash

See VEHICLE page 2

No snow 
snowmen
Without snow to make real snowmen, snowman 
decorations keep the Wisconsin winter spirit 
alive, while residents watch the skies and wait, 
wondering how long it willl actually be until we 
see snow and normal Wisconsin weather.

Joseph Frederick photos.

Emergency crews from the Merrill Fire Department investigate a vehicle found partially 
submerged in the Wisconsin River last week.

A member of the Merrill Fire Department, attached to a cable, prepares to wade out into the Wisconsin River to look for occupants 
in the vehicle. Photos courtesy of Merrill Fire Department.

www.facebook.com/
Merrill Foto News



1 YEAR INTEREST
FREE FINANCING!

(To qualified credit, see store for details)

Mon. & Fri. 8am-7pm • Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm,
Sun. By Appointment • 715-536-5922

HOME FURNISHINGS www.miller-furniture.com

4 Floors Of Quality
On Merrill’s West Side

Like us on
Facebook!

With FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal of Old,
Miller’s Home Furnishings of Merrill is Just plain Smart!
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THE HOLIDAY SALE CONTINUES!
Power and

Power headrest with
leather like material

TROUPER SOFA & LOVE SEAT WITH CONSOLE

ALL ON SPECIAL!

SAVE ON

225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau
715-355-4462

Hours:Monday-Friday 9a-7p, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

4ct.

12ct.

2ct.

2ct.

$899

$409

Chocolate
Variety Cake

Wisconsin Cheese
Bread Dough

12” Parbaked
Pizza Crust

$399

Freezer-to-oven
Cinnamon Rolls

12x5 GF Cauliflower
Flatbread

$499
5LB Smoked

Seasoned Beef Brisket
or Pulled Pork BBQ
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$1999 $299

For

Specializing in Custom Beef Processing
Also taking pigs, with hams and bacon nished at

Geiss Meat
Standard vacuum packaging for steaks & roasts.

Clipper bagging for ground meat.
O�ering 50+ seasonings for brats and breakfast links

in 15- or 25-lb. batches.
We do not take wild game, and

we do not process or smoke meats.
NEW and ready to hear from YOU!

redbarnmeats@upwardmail.com
715-493-2340

N5314 Co. Rd. X
Gleason, WI 54435

Red Barn Meats
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FROZEN
Sliced Strawberries
$329

lb.
Red Tart Cherries
$299

lb.

FRESH CITRUS
Fresh California Oranges
2/$1
$495

1/2 peck
Texas Red Star Grapefruit

99¢
each

$43 a case (48 ct.)

Closed Tuesdays
January through March

APPLES
Cortland, MacIntosh Fuji
and Yellow Delicious
$10 1/2 bu.

Gluten Free Oatmeal
Regular or Quick
Cooking
$149 lb.

DELI SPECIALS
Baby Swiss Cheese
$499

lb.
Honey BBQ Chicken Breast
$489

lb.

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINES PINES
PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
 PINESPINESPINES

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

WINTER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

Accepting IN-PERSON Appointments
in Merrill January 15th, �ru

January 19th, 2024
Serving Merrill and Central Wisconsin

Integrity • Compassion • Commitment

• Cost-Effective and Comprehensive
Estate Planning solutions
including Wills, Revocable Trusts,
Medicaid Asset Protection Trusts,
LLCs and Powers of Attorney
• Probate Avoidance
• Offer both in-person and virtual
appointments throughout the year.
•New Of�ce located in Craig
Nienow of�ce building at
1105 E Main St., Merrill
• Probate Administration Assistance

www.koblitzlaw�rm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlaw�rm.com

301-960-5857

Merill Native
Dan C. Koblitz
Attorney &
Counselor
at Law

Call, email or sign-up on
the website for your free
consultation and quote.

“Dan was so helpful and easy to work with. He listened to our needs
and drafted all our estate planning documents in a timely manner.

We were very pleased with his professionalism and concern.
It was a pleasure working with him.”

- Ted & Sallie

“Although our process is primarily remote, in-person appointments are also available
intermittently throughout the year. Please call or email us for more details!”
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

341685In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Chicken Breast
Skinless, Boneless
Frozen
5 lbs. ...........................ONLY

$199 a lb.

Bologna
Thick Cut - Frozen
12 oz. ......................................ONLY 69¢
Ham Sliced
Slow Cooked - Frozen
10.5 oz...................................ONLY 99¢
Hot Dogs
Chicken-Pork, Bun Size
Frozen
48 oz. .....................................ONLY

$299
Bacon Bulk
Sliced - Frozen
12 lbs. .............................ONLY

$1999
Pork Carnitas
Fully Cooked Frozen
5 lbs. ............................ONLY 99¢ a lb.

Pizza Pepperoni
Crispy Pan, Frozen
26 oz. .....................................ONLY

$349
Chicken Nuggets
Uncooked - Breaded
Frozen
4 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$499
Pork Crumbles
Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$499

Colby Cheese
Horns
6 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$229
Gouda Cheese
Horns w/Cranberries
6 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$229
Swiss Cheese
7 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$249
Mozzarella
Cheese
Smoked
6 lbs. ...........................ONLY

$169 a lb.

Shredded
Cheese Mozzarella
5 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$899
American
Cheese Shredded
1 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$159
American Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$899
Ham Fully Cooked
Diced - Frozen
8 oz..........................................ONLY 59¢
Hashbrowns
Oval Patties - Frozen
3.5 lbs. .................................ONLY

$499
Green Beans
Cut
14.5 oz...................................ONLY 49¢

Carrots - Sliced
14.5 oz...................................ONLY 49¢
Cooking Stock
Beef
32 oz. ......................................ONLY 69¢
Chicken Breast
Applewood Smoked
Frozen
6 lbs. ...........................ONLY

$169 a lb.

Bratwurst
Patties Uncooked
Original - Frozen
16 oz. .....................................ONLY

$149
Beef Rib Roast
Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs. ...........................ONLY

$299 a lb.

Cocktail Smokies
Frozen
3 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$489
Meatballs
Fully Cooked
BBQ Bourbon - Frozen
36 oz. .....................................ONLY

$299
Shrimp Raw
Tail-On - Frozen
32 oz. .....................................ONLY

$559

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm • Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm • Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards
Chicken Tenders
Skinless, Boneless
Uncooked - Frozen
40 oz. .....................................ONLY

$299
Bacon Apple Cider
Frozen
12 oz. .....................................ONLY

$169

American Cheese
EZ Melt - White
5 lbs. ......................................ONLY

$499
Butter Salted - Whipped
8 oz.........................................ONLY

$149

Chocolate Syrup
2-48 oz. ................................ONLY

$399
Graham
Crackers
Honey
14 oz. ......................................ONLY 89¢
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said. “One rescuer attached to a safety 
line was able to walk out to the vehicle 
and visually inspect for occupants. There 
did not appear to be any occupants in the 
vehicle.”

“After consulting with the Lincoln 
County Sheri�’s O�ce, it was decided 
to remove the vehicle from the water. 

Utilizing the winch on Engine 61, 
personnel were able to attach a cable to 
the driver side rear wheel and remove the 
vehicle from the water. Once the vehicle 
was removed from the water, it was 
confirmed to be unoccupied. The scene 
was turned over to the Lincoln County 
Sheri�’s O�ce,” the release concluded.

The incident remains under 
investigation. 

Free warm clothing and vaccines 
available this Saturday

Highland Community Church is 
sponsoring a Warm Clothing Giveaway and 
Vaccine Clinic at their Merrill Campus, 
508 Eugene St. in Merrill. The event this 
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
will also be an opportunity for the church 
to celebrate “Dia de los Reyes Magos” ... or 

“Three Kings Day” a/k/a Epiphany ... with 
the community.

Clothes, shoes, and accessories will be 
available for every age--and there is no 
charge. Free flu and COVID-19 vaccines 
will also be available.  

Aspirus releases top  
baby names of 2023

WAUSAU, Wis. – Naming 
a newborn is a key step in 
welcoming the littlest and 

latest addition to the family. 
There are thousands of  
names for parents to choose 

from, but in the end, each 
name given to a child is 
special and unique, as 
they carry it with them 
throughout their life.

From Jan. 1 to Dec. 26, 
2023, the Aspirus Health 
System welcomed 2,881 
babies into the world. A 
total of  1,517 di�erent 
names were given to those 
newborns and Aspirus 
has gathered the most 
popular baby names given 
throughout the system.

Here are the top baby 
names of  2023:

Boys
• Levi (25)
• Oliver (22)
• Hudson (19)
Girls
• Amelia (18)
• Harper (14)
• Emma (14)
Aspirus cares for mothers 

and babies throughout the 
entire pregnancy, from the 
first prenatal visit through 
delivery. 

The newborn intensive 
care unit at Aspirus 
Wausau Hospital provides 
the added reassurance that 
world-class care is available 
within the Aspirus system 
if  a baby needs specialized 
care after he or she is born.

For more information, 
visit aspirus.org/obstetrics-
gynecology.

988 billboard 
campaign

Thanks to the generosity 
of  the Connexus Cares 
Foundation, the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) Northwoods has 
initiated a 988 billboard 
campaign throughout their 
tri-county service area. 
Billboards reminding people 
of  Wisconsin’s 988 Suicide 
& Crisis Lifeline service, 
which answers calls, texts, 
and chats that come from 
residents throughout the 
state, will be displayed in 
Lincoln, Langlade, and 
Marathon Counties. 

The 988 Wisconsin 
Lifeline service is operated 
by Family Services of  
Northeast Wisconsin, an 
agency based in Green Bay, 
with trained counselors 
serving throughout the 
state. Counselors are 
trained to listen and support 
people through their 
distress with a focus on de-
escalation and coping skills, 
a press release from NAMI 
Northwoods said. Some of  
the counselors and sta� are 
bilingual, and third-party 
interpreters for more than 
240 languages and dialects 
are available 24/7 for calls to 
988. Counselors answer and 
respond to calls, texts, and 
chats as quickly as possible 
to minimize wait times 
between initial contact and 
counseling. The program is 
supported and funded by the 
Wisconsin Department of  
Health Services.
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536-2481 www.riversideathletic.com

Established in 1981

JOIN NOW!
$1 JOINING FEE!!

“I’ve been running my
entire life. It’s what I
enjoy doing.” After a
setback of 8 years,
Tom has been working
on his strength at RAC
to get back to what he
loves.

Here’s what
Tom St. John

has to say
about our club:

Tom St. John

Of�ce Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

2011 E. Main Street
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 536-7121

Fax: (715) 539-3686

Ad & News Deadlines:
Display Advertising:
12:30 p.m. Monday

Classi�ed Advertising:
11:30 a.m. Monday

News or press release submissions
must be one week prior to pub date.

THE FOTO NEWS (ISSN 0191-8958) is published weekly by Multi Media Channels LLC, N2919
County Road QQ, Waupaca WI 54981. Subscription price by mail: $100 per year; domestic U.S. Mail
only, nonrefundable but transferable. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE FOTO NEWS,
921 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.

Patrick J. Wood
Publisher
publisher@mmclocal.com

Tim Schreiber
General Manager
tschreiber@mmclocal.com

Rick Argall
Circulation Manager

Sue Schroeder
Graphic Designer

Tina L. Scott
Editor
tscott@mmclocal.com

Dinah Schneider
Sales Consultant
dschneider@mmclocal.com

Jennifer Gartmann
Sales Consultant
jgartmann@mmclocal.com

Heidi Schult
Front Of�ce Manager/CSR

Heidi Griebel
Customer Service
Representative

© Copyright Multi Media Channels LLC 2024. All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication or any of its contents
may be reproduced, copied, modi�ed, or adapted without the prior written consent of Multi Media Channels LLC.

Register online at
Eventbrite.com

Search for “Mysterious Marriage”

One Day Marriage Enrichment
Sat. February 3rd • 9am to 4pm

137801 County Highway FF
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6588
www.facebook.com/tlc.berlin

www.trinityberlin.net

How is your marriage? Does it some�mes seem
like a mystery to you? God ins�tuted marriage
and only he can help solve the mystery. Join
other couples to unravel the mysteries of
marriage together. The cost of this one-day
marriage enrichment event is $80 per couple
and includes con�nental breakfast, beverages
and snacks throughout the day, lunch for two,
and all the Mysterious Marriage resources.
Space is limited. Sign up soon!
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Thursday, January 4, 2024 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 3 3Akey is new Merrill City Administrator
Merrill takes a new approach to staffing

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

E�ective Jan. 1, 2024, Rod Akey of  Merrill 
became the new City Administrator for the 
City of  Merrill. Akey had been serving as 
Interim co-City Administrator, sharing the 
duties of  the position with Merrill Police 
Chief  Corey Bennett since October 2022, 
following the retirement of  Merrill’s former 
City Administrator. Now, he will o�cially 
assume the role full time and Bennett will 
likely be relieved to go back to having “just” 
one job as Police Chief.

Along with his permanent new role, Akey 
will also continue as Public Works Director/
City Engineer. He’s going to have a long list 
of  titles behind his name. 

The best person for the job 
was already a City employee

When Dave Johnson retired in October 2022, an Ad 
Hoc Committee was formed to look at the options for 
filling the City Administrator position, Mayor Steve Hass 
explained. The Council appointed Akey and Bennett as 
Interim co-City Administrators as they explored how to 
recruit someone to fill the vacated role.

Early on in the process Public Administration 
Associates made a presentation to the committee advising 
that the cost of  recruiting for a new City Administrator 
would cost at least $50,000-$60,000, Mayor Hass said.

As time moved on with Akey and Bennett meeting the 
needs of  the position on a day-to-day basis, the committee 
considered whether the best person for the job might 
already be a City employee.

“We decided to stay in-house with the Administrator’s 
position,” Mayor Hass said. “Rod and Corey have both 
proven to be very valuable in that position/role, working 
together. And Rod stepped up to the plate and said he’d 
like to throw his hat in the ring.” 

With more than a year of  watching Akey’s performance 
in the interim role, they already knew what they could 
expect from him in the role, and the decision was an easy 
one for the committee and the City Council. It also saved 
the City of  Merrill considerable money. 

By filling the position in-house, the City saved more 
than $50,000 in recruitment expenses and then some. “We 
did save that amount of  money by not going that route 
[doing an outside recruitment search],” Hass said. “We 
also don’t have to pay moving expenses.”  

A creative approach to staffing needs         
Overall, the City is taking a more creative approach 

to balancing their sta�ng needs, especially for critical 
positions, Hass and Akey explained.

“We are moving in the right direction,” Hass said. “Rod 
will still maintain the City Engineering position, but we 
are hiring an Engineering Assistant position.”

This will result in additional savings for the City. 
Essentially eliminating a City Administrator’s salary–
since Akey will serve as both City Administrator and City 
Engineer–and then adding a new Engineering Assistant 
position, should net the City around $60,000 in savings, 
he said, as opposed to hiring a new City Administrator 
and also continuing to have a separate Public Works 
Director/City Engineer.

The Engineering Assistant position will o¯oad about 

75% of  his engineering workload, Akey 
projects. “And we do have Dustin Bonack 
and Gabe Steinagel,” he said, referring 
to the Superintendents of  the Street 
Department and Water Utility, respectively. 
“They’ve been doing a very good job.” That 
takes the pressure o� on the public works 
side of  things, he said. In the realignment, 
he anticipates he will spend his time 
approximately “75% focusing on the City 
Administrator stu� and 25% the public 
works/engineering side.”

Putting the community’s 
interests first

Something a lot of  residents probably 
don’t know? The City has been saving 
money since October 2022 by utilizing 

Akey and Bennett as Interim co-City Administrators 
because both served in this role while also continuing 
to serve in their original positions (City Engineer and 
Chief  of  Police)–and they did so without any additional 
compensation. “Corey and I didn’t ask for a penny more 
the whole time we were doing the fill-in stu�,” Akey said 
referring to the Interim role. 

The two stepped up and did what needed to be done, 
putting the City–and the community’s interests–first, for 
more than 14 months. 

In accepting the new position, Akey’s salary will 
increase about $1,500 a year going forward.  

Well qualified for the position
In addition to his experience garnered in his role 

as Interim co-City Administrator since October 2022, 
Akey brings more than 30 years of  engineering and 
management experience to the new position. 

He attended the University of  Wisconsin-Marathon 
and Madison, receiving a bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Environmental Engineering in 1993.

Since January 2016, Akey has served as the City 
Engineer/Public Works Director for the City of  Merrill. 
Responsibilities in this role included overseeing the 
Merrill Street Department, Water Utility, and Waste 
Water Utility, in addition to civil and commercial design, 
layout, and construction oversight; State of  Wisconsin 
DNR permit compliance for storm water; and assisting 
with Tax Incremental District (TID) project coordination 
and RDA project development.

Prior to taking this position, Akey was a private 
consulting engineer operating Akey Engineering Service 
since February 2002, providing civil and commercial 
design, layout, and construction oversight for state, 
county, township, and private construction projects and 
assisting with local, state, and DNR permit compliance. 

Akey’s prior experience also includes training with the 
State of  Wisconsin Department of  Transportation (DOT) 
District 7 in Rhinelander; six years as a resident engineer 
for Black Construction, Inc. in Kempster, Wis.; and 
three years as an engineering technician for the Lincoln 
County Highway Department in Merrill. Duties in those 
roles included construction survey, layout and design for 
state, local, county and private projects; job cost analysis; 
bid preparation and analysis; job and machinery budget 
cost analysis; construction project estimating; layout 
and management oversight for construction projects; 
construction project estimating; performing gravel tests; 
completing permits for operations; and even operating 

machinery and plowing snow for Lincoln County when 
needed.

Akey is accredited with the State of  Wisconsin and 
maintains a Professional Engineering (PE) license with 
the state which includes 30 hours of  continuing education 
every 2 years.

Engineering Assistant opening
The City is currently recruiting for the open 

Engineering Assistant position. The requirements? “A 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering with the ability to 
get a state job, State of  Wisconsin PE within four years 
or so. We’re looking for somebody probably coming right 
out of  college,” Akey said. 

Other positions are also evolving
The City is taking a more creative, integrated approach 

to meeting personnel needs in all areas. “We have 
done a few other things as far as combining, like an 
Administrative Assistant from the Water Utility is going 
to be at the Street Department, and she’s still going to be 
doing some of  the Water Utilities work. So we’re trying to 
find areas to save money,” Akey said.

“We really have to start looking at–not just what’s 
easy,” he said. “You know, we got a job open, so let’s not 
[just automatically] replace that person. We have to look 
over the whole City [City of  Merrill personnel] and see 
what makes sense.”

“You know, all we have left is personnel [expense] to 
cut,” Akey said. “As far as our expenses going, we can’t 
raise taxes more than our new growth. We can’t just 
raise taxes like the school was able to do [just recently 
when the state changed the school’s levy tax guidelines]. 
There’s state levy limits that were imposed [on City 
governments] back in 2011 from Act 10.” Looking at the 
big picture when vacancies occur is one way they’re 
working to manage the money they have to work with.

The City is also looking at succession planning, 
especially as it relates to key positions and personnel. 
More on that to come. 

Rod Akey is Merrill’s new City 
Administrator.

Tina L. Scott photo.

Aspirus Health provides information on 
prostate cancer, encourages screenings

Aspirus Health recently 
provided information 
on prostate cancer and 
said screenings are a key 
defense against it.

According to the 
American Cancer Society 
(ACS), about 288,300 men 
will be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer this year. 

“The good news is it has 
one of  the highest survival 
rates of  any type of  cancer 
due to the slow speed at 
which it grows and spreads, 
as well as the opportunity 
for early detection,” 
Aspirus said.

Prostate cancer 
originates within the 
prostate gland, a small, 
walnut-sized organ situated 
below the bladder, crucial 
for the male reproductive 
system. Abnormal cell 
growth in the prostate can 
lead to prostate cancer.

“Early stages often have 
no symptoms, making 
screening helpful in 

detecting abnormalities 
sooner,” said Katie Bittner, 
DO, Aspirus Family 
Medicine Physician. 
“Detecting and treating 
certain prostate cancers 
can sometimes improve 
survival rates and minimize 
the extent of  treatments 
recommended.”

Aspirus Health Screening 
Guidelines recommend 
that men aged 50 and older 
get screened annually for 

prostate cancer.
“The most common 

screening tool for prostate 
cancer is the prostate-
specific antigen (PSA) test,” 
Aspirus said. “This blood 
test measures the presence 
of  PSA circulating in the 
bloodstream and is usually 
the first step in any prostate 

Photo courtesy of Aspirus

See SCREENINGS
page 4



Direct Crema�on
$980.00
Complete

948 Grand Ave. Scho�eld
715-359-6488
HonorOne.com
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 Rod ney Einer Engel, born
No vem ber 26, 1960 in Mer rill,
WI, passed away on De cem ber
7, 2023 in Pinecrest Nurs ing
Home, Mer rill, WI. He was a
beloved hus band, fa ther,
grand fa ther, and friend.
 Rod ney was a truck dri ver for
most of his life, a job he loved.
He was a pas sion ate NASCAR
fan and en joyed being sur ‐
rounded by fam ily and friends.
 Rod ney is sur vived by his
beloved wife of 17 years, Lori
Engel; his chil dren, Roseanne
New som, Car rie Engel, Kayla

Schroeder,  Rod ney  Engel  Jr,  Randy  Diels  Jr,  Dana 
Diels, An drew Diels, Leroy Ellis, Nick Ellis, Joseph Ellis,
and Jake Ellis; and his grand chil dren.
 Fam ily   and   friends   are   wel come   to   join   us   for   the
cel e bra tion  of  life  at  So cial  and  Sick  in  Mer rill,  WI. 
The cel e bra tion of life will be Jan u ary 21st, from 1:00pm to
5:00pm.

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist
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 Mon ica Norma Tal bot, 95, of
Mer rill, passed away Fri day,
De cem ber 22, 2023, at Bell
Tower Res i dence under the
care of As pirus Com fort Care
and Hos pice Ser vices.
 Mon ica,  the  youngest  child
of    eight,    was     born    on
Oc to ber  1,  1928,  at  Holy
Cross Hos pi tal in Mer rill,
daugh ter  of  the  late  Ad lord
and Friedal (Schillak) Tal bot.
She was bap tized at St. Fran cis
Catholic Church on Oc to ber
28,  1928,  by  Fa ther  Michael
Prock. Her bap tismal spon sors

were Melvin and Marie Tal bot.
 Mon ica’s grand par ents were pi o neer res i dents of then Jenny,
now the City of Mer rill, and she was a proud sup porter of
Mer rill. When Mon ica was grow ing up, her fa ther was the
fire chief of the Mer rill Fire De part ment. He died in the line
of  duty  on  Oc to ber  7,  1941.  Re cently  Mon ica  at tended a
cer e mony where his death was rec og nized as line of duty
death.
 After at tend ing col lege for one year, Mon ica was em ployed
in the of fice of Wis con sin Pub lic Ser vice Cor po ra tion for 40
years, re tir ing in 1990.
 She was a mem ber of St. Fran cis Xavier Catholic Church
where she served on the parish coun cil, as an or gan ist, and
the choir di rec tor. She served as the or gan ist for the weekly
mass at Pine Crest Nurs ing Home for many years. Mon ica
was a vol un teer at Good Samar i tan Health Cen ter and Bell
Tower Res i dence, where she was a per sonal care giver for
sev eral peo ple. She was also an As so ci ate mem ber of the
Holy Cross Sis ters.
 Music was a major fac tor in Mon ica’s life, she was a char ter
mem ber  of  the  Sweet  Ade lines.  She  en joyed  read ing,
golf ing, bird watch ing and watch ing the Brew ers, Bad gers,
Pack ers., and the Mer rill High School Sports Teams.
 Mon ica is sur vived by her niece, Mary O’Neill; and nephew
Ronald Tal bot, great nephews Jack Tal bot, Michael Tal bot,
Patrick Tal bot and Joseph Kendziorski.  Great nieces Paula
Kendziorski and Kim Kendziorski. Plus many great, great-
nieces and-nephews; and won der ful friends.
 Mon ica was pre ceded in death by her par ents, Ad lord and
Friedal Tal bot; six broth ers, Lester Tal bot, Melvin Tal bot,
Cyril  Tal bot,  Clif ford  Tal bot,  Arthur  Tal bot,  and  Harold
Tal bot; sis ter, Alta Guerin; and many nieces and nephews.
 A fu neral liturgy for Mon ica was held at 11:00 A.M. on
Wednes day, Jan u ary 3, 2023, at the Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home,  Mer rill.  Fa ther  Charles  Hoff man  presided.  Bur ial
fol lowed in St. Fran cis Xavier Catholic Ceme tery, Mer rill.
Vis i ta tion began at 10:00 a.m. Wednes day at the fu neral
home.
 Mon ica re quested any memo ri als be made to the Mer rill
His tor i cal So ci ety, Mer rill High School Choir, or the char ity
of your choice.
 The Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home is serv ing the fam ily, on line
con do lences can be made at www. tay lors tine fune ralh ome. 
com

WAID
Funeral Home & Cremation Service

Locally owned and Operated
301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI • 715-536-4646
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aid,
Anna Winningham, Licensed Funeral Director, Mgr.,

Jaci Ziebell, Office Manager,
Judy Plamann, Pre-Planning Coordinator

WWW.WAIDFUNERAL.COM
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

Since 1888, we have continued to improve
upon our services and facilities to better

serve our Merrill area community.

Funeral Home & Cremation Service
Locally owned and Operated

301 Eagle Drive, Merrill, WI • 715-536-4646
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 Jack D. Graw ien,
75, Town of Pine
River passed away
peace fully on Fri ‐
day, De cem ber 22,
2023, at his home.
 He was born De cem ber 14,
1948, in Mer rill, son of the late
El wood  and  Ruth  (Hoff)
Graw ien. On June 27, 1970, he
mar ried Audie Schmel ing in
Neenah. She sur vives.
 From 1969 until 1997 Jack
worked at the Neenah Paper
Mill. Through out his life Jack
loved  being  out doors  and

out side. He proudly served his coun try in the 502nd Com bat
Sup port  Group  in  the  United  States  Army  dur ing  the
Viet nam War.
 Sur vivors in clude his wife, Audie Graw ien, Town of Pine
River, two sons, Yancy Graw ien, Ap ple ton and Shan non
“Otis”  Graw ien,  Mer rill,  two  grand chil dren,  Tris tan  and
Eli jah, his sib lings, Lloyd (Linda) Graw ien, Wausau, Rod ney
(Dorothy) Graw ien, Mer rill, Jody (Barb) Graw ien, Glea son,
Heidi (Jerome) Zinzer, Irma, two sis ters-in-law, Peggy (Carl)
Kennedy, Shawano and Vicky (Paul) Blaney, Jack sonville,
FL along with nu mer ous nieces, nephews and friends.
 The  fu neral  ser vice  for  Jack  was  held  at  11:00 A.M.  on
Fri day, De cem ber 29, 2023, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Town of Pine River. The Rev. Greg Laska of fi ci ated. Bur ial
fol lowed  in  Spring brook  Ceme tery,  Town  of  Pine  River.
Vis i ta tion took place from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. on
Thurs day, De cem ber 28, 2023, at the Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home, Mer rill, and again on Fri day be gin ning at 10:00 A.M.
at the church.
 Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill,
is as sist ing the fam ily. On line con do lences may be made at
www. tay lors tine fune ralh ome. com

Merrill
Monument
N2182 CTH K

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

WeHave
Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over

100Monuments In Stock

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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 Ronald “Ron” L.
Schreiber, age 86,
of Mer rill, passed
away on Fri day,
De cem ber 29,
2023, at the As pirus Wausau
Hos pi tal, after many med ical
com pli ca tions. He was born on
April 28, 1937,  to  the  late
Vic tor and Ruth (Batchelder)
Schreiber in Mer rill, WI. He
at tended and grad u ated from
Rhinelander High School with
the class of 1957. Ron met
Mar lee Grobe, and the two
were united in mar riage in

Rhinelander on June 16, 1962, a union last ing over 61 years.
She sur vives.
 Ron worked as a po lice of fi cer in Rhinelander from 1960-
1966, be fore mov ing to Mer rill. He worked for As so ci ated
Co-op be fore be com ing a sales man at Whit burn Mo tors in
Mer rill. He then worked as a youth coun selor for the Lin coln
Hills School for 22 years be fore his re tire ment. Ron loved
his job at Lin coln Hills and en joyed being able to help the
young peo ple there.  He  joined  the  trans port  team  for  the
Lin coln County Sher iff’s De part ment for the next 12 years.
He had a pas sion for deer hunt ing, some thing he faith fully
did for 73 years, not ever miss ing a sea son! Ron also looked
for ward to fish ing trips and work ing in his shop at home. He
would tin ker with var i ous things, also mak ing many trail ers.
Ron  was  a  ded i cated  fam ily  man  that  adored  his grand ‐
chil dren and great grand chil dren. Fam ily and friends would
enjoy lis ten ing to Ron’s sto ries and hear ing him re call all of
his ex pe ri ences and ad ven tures with his sharp mem ory. He
en joyed being out doors, sur rounded by the beauty of na ture.
Ron was also an an i mal lover, es pe cially dogs and horses.
He will be sadly missed, but will al ways be in the hearts and
minds of his friends and fam ily.
 Ron  is  sur vived  by  his  lov ing  wife  Mar lee  Schreiber  of
Mer rill, sons: Kerry Nimz of Mer rill, Jeff (Jamey) Nimz of
Wausau, Mike (Teresa) Schreiber of Mer rill, Steve Schreiber
of  Arkansas  and  Tim  (Janet)  Schreiber  of  Mer rill, grand ‐
chil dren: Heather Nimz-Moore, Sun shine Nimz, Chan dra
Nimz, Den nis (Denise) Bloecher, Zach (Carly) Bloecher,
Jacob Nimz, Robin Radloff, Ryan Radloff, Katie (Ryan)
Toma j cik, Michael (Mer cede) Schreiber, Sa van nah (Jor dan)
Roberts, Jen nifer Schreiber and Amber Schreiber, great
grand chil dren: Rayne, Zoe, Saf fron, Emma, Vi o let, Evan,
Shane, Lucas, Bianca, Aidan, Iz abella, Eve lyn, Con nor,
Grayson, Michael, Croix, Vi o let and Ila, great great grand ‐
daugh ter: Aria, sis ter: Dar lene Plautz of Mer rill, sis ter-in-
law: Pat Schreiber, son-in-law: Mike Ament of Tom a hawk,
brother-in-law: Bill Wa gler of Rhinelander and nu mer ous
nieces, nephews and friends. He was pre ceded in death by
his par ents, daugh ter: Lau rie Ament, sis ter: Shirley Wa gler,
brother: Larry Schreiber and brother-in-law: Richard Plautz.
 The  memo r ial  ser vice  for  Ron  will  be  held  on  Fri day,
Jan u ary 5, 2024, at 11 a.m. at Waid Fu neral Home. Pas tor
Adam  De Broux  will  of fi ci ate.  Vis i ta tion  will  be  held  on
Fri day, Jan u ary 5, 2024,  from  9 a.m.  until  the  time  of  the
ser vice, also at the fu neral home. In urn ment at Mer rill
Memo r ial Park Ceme tery will take place at a later date.
 The ser vice will be live-streamed for those un able to at tend,
and can be viewed at 11 a.m. on Fri day, Jan u ary 5, 2024,
under his obit u ary on the fu neral home web site. It will then
be posted as a record ing for fu ture view ing.
 In lieu of flow ers, fam ily re quests that do na tions in Ron’s
name be di rected to the Lin coln County Sports Club at
https:// lcs cspo rtsc lub. com.
 Ron’s fam ily wishes to thank the doc tors and the nurs ing
staff  at  the  As pirus  Wausau  Hos pi tal,  for  their  care  and
com pas sion shown to Ron and his fam ily dur ing his final
days, it meant a lot.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

Leah D. Reist, Director
Tammy Klade, Pre-Need Ins. Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com
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McKenna K. Meunier, Director
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cancer diagnosis. A digital rectal exam is less e�ective than 
the PSA blood test in finding prostate cancer, but it can 
sometimes find cancers in men with normal PSA levels. 
Therefore, it may be included as a part of  prostate cancer 
screening based on risk.”

“Patients often have questions about what it means to 
complete prostate cancer screening,” Bittner said. “We try 
to make this a joint decision-making process, discussing the 
most up-to-date recommendations for screening options, 
depending on the patient’s age and other risk factors. Quite 
often, this is simply completing a blood test.”

To schedule an appointment with a primary care 
physician or to find one, visit:  aspirus.org/find-a-provider.

SCREENINGS from page 3

Evelyn F., shown in the photo snuggling on a shelter kitten 
at the Lincoln County Humane Society, recently stopped in 
to donate money to help provide supplies for the animals 
at the shelter. Submitted photo.



BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 12/26/23
/S/Robert R. Russell
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 23CV161
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Deborah Kay Raymer

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Deborah Kay Raymer
To: Deborah Kay Mielke
Birth Certificate: Deborah Kay Mielke
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Robert R.
Russell
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse BR II
1110 East Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 2/12/24
Time: 9:50 am
If you require reasonable accommo-
dations due to a disability to participate
in the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/4/24, 1/11/24 & 1/18/24

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 12/26/23
/S/Robert R. Russell
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 23CV161
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME

CHANGE OF
Deborah Kay Raymer

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Deborah Kay Raymer
To: Deborah Kay Mielke
Birth Certificate: Deborah Kay Mielke
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Robert R.
Russell
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse BR II
1110 East Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 2/12/24
Time: 9:50 am
If you require reasonable accommo-
dations due to a disability to participate
in the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/4/24, 1/11/24 & 1/18/24

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: December 15, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

DAWN EILENE EVENSON
(f/k/a Dawn Eileen Hoffman)

D.O.D. 04/17/2023
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 50

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
06/15/1963, and date of death
04/07/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 706 E 8th St., Merrill,
WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/19/2024.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room 202.
W. Erich Scherr
1029 E. Main St., PO Box 176,
Merrill WI 54452
715-526-8371
Bar No. 1031423
Published 12/28/23, 1/4/24 & 1/11/24

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 12/12/2023
/S/Judge Russell
CIRCUIT JUDGE/COURT
COMMISIONER

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 23-CV-152
IN THE MATTER OF THE

NAME CHANGE OF
Malaika Pearl Gay-Brown

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Malaika Pearl Gay-Brown
To: Malaika Pearl Brown
Birth Certificate: Malaika Pearl Gay-
Brown
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Judge Russell
Place: Lincoln County Court House BR
II, 1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Date: 02/22/2024
Time: 9:50 AM
If you require reasonable accommo-
dations due to a disability to participate
in the court process, please call prior to
the scheduled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 12/21/23, 12/28/23 & 1/4/24

WNAXLP

TOWN OF MERRILL
NOTICE OF TOWN CAUCUS
A Town Caucus will be held immediately following
completion of the Town of Merrill monthly Board Meeting,
Monday, January 8th, 2024 at 6:30 PM. For the purpose
of placing in nomination, candidates for the following
o�ces, to be voted for at the Spring election to be held

Tuesday, April 2nd, 2024:
OFFICE INCUMBENT
TWO (2) TOWN SUPERVISORS TIM MUESKE

CUTLER NOWAK

TERM OF OFFICE IS FOR TWO (2) YEARS
BEGINNING ON TUESDAY APRIL 16th, 2024

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk www.townofmerrillwi.gov

Published January 4, 2024 WNAXLP
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Dear Reader,
In the ever-expanding realm of  human 

curiosity, the notion of  time travel has captivated 
minds for centuries. The desire to revisit 
moments with loved ones who’ve departed or to 
catch a glimpse of  the unfolding future ignites 
the imagination. However, delving into the 
prospect of  time travel reveals a tapestry woven 
with moral, ethical, and economic complexities.

The allure of  reconnecting with those who’ve 
left us is undeniably powerful. Imagine the 
chance to spend an afternoon with departed friends and 
family, catching up on the chapters of  life that unfolded 
after their departure. It’s a sentiment many share, and it 
speaks to the profound impact relationships have on the 
human experience.

Yet, as we ponder the prospect of  navigating the 
corridors of  time, ethical questions arise. Would we 
disrupt the natural order of  events? Could altering the past 
inadvertently reshape the present and future? The delicate 
balance between nostalgia and the potential repercussions 
of  tampering with time demands careful consideration.

Looking forward poses its own set of  challenges. The 
unknown future, a realm of  infinite possibilities, sparks 
both excitement and trepidation. Peering into what lies 
ahead holds the potential to shape our decisions in the 
present, but it also raises questions about free will and the 
consequences of  knowing too much.

While the concept of  time travel may seem 
confined to the realms of  science fiction, 
theories and speculations from brilliant 
minds like Einstein hint at the tantalizing 
possibility. However, the practicality of  
such journeys remains elusive, reminding 
us that for now, reliving the past remains 
an unattainable dream, one that can only be 
realized in a memory and not in reality.

As we grapple with these hypotheticals, 
it’s essential to consider not just the question 

of  “can we,” but also the “should we.” If  time travel 
becomes a reality, navigating its implications will require 
a thoughtful approach. Who decides the rules? How do we 
safeguard against unintended consequences?

In the face of  these complexities, one truth remains: The 
past, present, and future are intricately interconnected. 
As we dream of  conversations with historical giants 
and glimpses into the years that lie ahead, the ethical 
responsibility accompanying such endeavors cannot be 
ignored.

So, while we may not have unlocked the secrets of  time 
travel – yet - the mere contemplation of  its possibilities 
invites us to reflect on our past, make mindful choices 
in the present, and approach the future with a sense of  
wonder and responsibility.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Journey Across Time: Exploring the 
Morality and Possibilities of  Time Travel

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

We welcome letters to the Editor, a chance for members 
of  the community to comment on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be original, not duplications of  
letters addressed to public o�cials or written by others. 
The views and opinions expressed are those of  the letter 
writer and do not necessarily reflect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, Editor, or sta .
TO THE EDITOR:

RE:  Pine Crest 
Ryan Hanson, Pine Crest Administrator (539-2532), told 

me he wouldn’t express his opinions, but he would provide 
me with facts. That’s what I wanted. Here’s what Ryan told 
me.

There are about 95 employees at Pine Crest, over 90% of  
whom live in Lincoln County.

The annual operating budget for Pine Crest is in the $12-
13 million range. Revenue comes from Medicaid, insurance 
and Medicare, supplemental payments from the state (a 
complicated formula), and the tax levy.

The tax levy is $440,000 and constitutes less than 1/20 of  

total revenue.
Wages for employees take up over half  of  the annual 

budget (Ryan didn’t have an exact figure), but it’s at least $6 
million.

Medicaid residents at Pine Crest constitute around 75% 
of  total residents. Medicaid traditionally pays the least, 
usually under the actual cost of  care, which is why private 
nursing facilities keep Medicaid residents down to 10-15%. 
(Over 90% of  Pine Crest residents are from Lincoln County.)

North Central Health Care, which manages Pine Crest, 
pays the $650,000 annual debt on Pine Crest.

To sum up: For $440,000 annual tax levy, Lincoln County 
gets a nursing home with an annual budget exceeding $12 
million, over half  of  which budget pays wages for nearly 100 
employees, almost all of  whom live (and spend) in Lincoln 
County. In addition, NCHC pays the $650,000 annual debt.

Who can honestly say that Lincoln County can’t a�ord 
Pine Crest?

– Paul Gilk
Merrill, Wis.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY: 
*Letters must be 250 words or less. (There will be no exceptions to 
this. Any letter longer than 250 words will not be printed.) 
*The writer must include their full name, complete address, and a 
phone number where he/she can be easily reached for verification. 
Phone numbers and street addresses will not be published, but will 
be used for verification purposes, if necessary. Letters must be signed 
and the name, city, and state will be printed. 
*Letters may be edited for style, grammar, and length. Form letters or 
those we determine to be libelous or slanderous will not be accepted. 
Any letter deemed derogatory, inflammatory, or involving vulgar 
language will not be published. We reserve all rights to reject material 
submitted to this publication. 
*Letters will be published on a “first come, first served” basis. Any 
letters which we are unable to publish in the printed newspaper may 
be run online at www.merrillfotonews.com and/or may be printed in 
the paper at a later date.
*In fairness to all, and due to space constraints, there is a limit of 
two letters per year from an individual writer. Additional letters may 
be submitted to our Paid Letters to the Editor column and will require 
payment in full prior to publication at the same rate as Political Letters 
to the Editor (see policy below). 

POLITICAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY:
All letters submitted as an endorsement for a political candidate, 
referendum, or political agenda will carry the same guidelines as 
above; however, they will be charged $40.00 per letter of up to 250 
words in length. Longer political letters will be accepted but will be 
charged $10.00 per additional 50 words. All political letters must be 
prepaid prior to printing. Letters to the Editor will not be accepted from 
candidates running for election or representatives of an organization 
endorsing their own referendum, as these are clearly advertisements 
and not opinion letters; those submissions will be referred to our 
Advertising Department to be run as paid ads. 

Please send announcements, news 
briefs, photo submissions and letters 

to the editor to: tscott@mmclocal.com

MOVIES YOU GOTTA SEE

50 years later, “The Sting”  
gets better with every watch

BY JALEN MAKI
Have you ever watched a movie for 

the first time, thought it was fine, then 
watched it again later on and realized 
it absolutely rules?

For me, one of  those movies is The 
Sting.

Released on Christmas Day in 1973-
50 years ago last week–The Sting stars 
Paul Newman and Robert Redford and 
reunites them with Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid director George Roy 
Hill. The film also features Robert 
Shaw, best known for playing shark 
hunter Quint in Jaws.

The film, set in 1936, begins with 
Johnny Hooker (Redford), a young 
con man in Joliet, Ill., scamming an 
unsuspecting guy on the street out of  
a big chunk of  change. Hooker, along 
with job partners Luther Coleman 
and the Erie Kid, are ecstatic about 
their lucky score. Luther, an old-timer 
and veteran of  the trade, figures he’ll 
take his cut and call it a career and 
tells Hooker he should give up the 
small-time stu� for something more 
worthwhile. Luther recommends 
Hooker go to Chicago to meet his old 
pal, Henry Gondor� (Newman), and 
learn how to pull o� the “big con.”

Hooker later learns that the guy 
they ripped o� was a money runner 
for notorious and brutal mob boss 
Doyle Lonnegan (Shaw, dialing up the 
menace). Lonnegan’s men kill both the 
courier and Luther, sending Hooker 
on the run to Chicago. Hooker finds 

Gondor� in the Windy City, Gondor� 
eventually agrees to make a play to 
take down Lonnegan and get payback 
for Luther’s death, and we’re o�. What 
follows is the conception and execution 
of  the “big con,” and folks, it is a great 
time.

Gondor� enlists the help of  some 
fellow swindlers who also knew 
Luther and want to get revenge 
against Lonnegan. After finding out 
that Lonnegan is a high-stakes poker 
enthusiast, the crew decides to pull a 
scam called “the wire,” a grift in which 
a gambler is conned out of  a large sum 
of  money at a fake horse betting parlor. 
The scheme is incredibly elaborate 
on multiple levels: for starters, they 
have to find a location for the phony 
gambling den; then, they have to make 
it look legit, which requires locating 
and installing equipment found in 
such establishments; they also have 
to recruit a few dozen guys to pose as 
employees and gamblers. And this is 
all before Lonnegan’s even involved. 

Hooking and reeling Lonnegan in 
is its own scam–which also might be 
the most fun stretch of  the movie. 
Gondor� poses as a loud, drunken 
Chicago bookie named “Shaw” and 
buys his way into Lonnegan’s poker 
game on the 20th Century Limited
train running between New York City 
and Chicago. Newman is having an 
absolute blast in the scene, hilariously 
annoying and insulting Lonnegan 
before finally cheating him out of  15 

grand. Lonnegan, although a card 
cheater himself, does not handle this 
well. Hooker then swoops in, acting as 
“Kelly,” an employee of  “Shaw” who 
tells the incensed Lonnegan he wants 
to double-cross his boss and take 
over his gambling operation, and he 
needs a hand from Lonnegan to do so. 
Lonnegan takes the bait, and the “big 
con” is o�cially in motion.

I won’t spoil the actual execution 
of  the con, but watching Gondor�, 
Hooker, and the gang meticulously 
pull it o� is riveting. These guys are the 
epitome of  cool–they never get frazzled, 

See MOVIES page 10



Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat., Sun., Mon.-Only Special Events

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

DINNER SPECIALS JAN.
TUESDAY NIGHTS
JAN. 9TH - PORK ROAST

JAN. 16TH - CHIMI’S
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS
JAN. 5TH - BAKED SALMON

JAN. 12TH - SHRIMP
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

CLIP-N-SAVE

34
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CARRYOUT AVAILABLE
• MONDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• LUNCH AVAILABLE:
TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm
WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm
& FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SUNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm

Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

HAPPY HOUR: TUESDAY-THURSDAY • 3-6PM

Pet of the Week

33
72
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This sweet man is Steven! He came to us
as a stray and appears to be mostly blind
but does seem to see shapes. He is just the
sweetest boy and enjoys going for walks and
will just need someone to be able to work
with him on his new surroundings so that
he can get use to them. He would be great
with someone who is home more often. Meet
Steven and fall in love soon!
Visit all the adoptable pets at the
Lincoln County Humane Society, 310 N.
Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours: MON.-
SAT. 12-4 PM & SUN. 12-2 PM. Call the
shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit us at
www.furrypets.com.

SPONSORED BY
Dave’s

County Market
300 E. First St.

Merrill, WI

SOUTHERN COMFORT
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

JAN. BOOZE OF
THE MONTH

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

HOURS
MON. - FRI.
Noon - Close

SAT. 11am - Close
SUN. 11am - Close

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

342361

MEAT RAFFLE
Open 11am, Start 1pm

SATURDAY
JAN. 6TH

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
THE MERRILL BASEBALL

BOOSTER CLUB

Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
1/5/24 TO 1/11/24

34
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60

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

AQUAMAN AND THE
LOST KINGDOM
“PG13” (2HR 4MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

MIGRATION
“PG” (1HR 32MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

WONKA
“PG” (1HR 56MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY:
7:00PM ONLY

34
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WEEKLY BRIEFING - JANUARY 4TH - 10TH

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

NOW HIRING! P/T - KITCHEN

Conference Room & Hall Rental Available

WE SELL FLAGS!

THURSDAY - PRIME RIB SANDWICH
FRIDAY - FISH FRY CATFISH

SATURDAY - PRIME RIB
SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
MONDAY - CHICKEN ALFREDO

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI

715-536-9391

340218

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm
RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout
NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Student
of the Week

335642

This Week’s Featured Student is

335642

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Malayna Kufahl
Daughter of

Katie Kufahl & Eric Meyer
and Brian Kufahl

Malayna is in 6th Grade at St. John Lutheran
School. She was nominated by Mrs. Koch.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Malayna is someo
ne who works h

ard to make sur
e each

assignment is co
mplete and on t

ime. Not only i
s she an

e�cient worker,
but she will volu

nteer to help wi
th other

classroom tasks; from passing back pap
ers to cleaning t

he

counters! She like
s to stay busy!We

appreciate you, M
alayna!

~ Mrs. Koch

When I grow up I want to be a veterinarian

because I love animals and want to be able

to help them.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

My favorite subject is lan
guage arts,

because I like spelling.

My favorite part of scho
ol is being able

to hang out with my friends in class

and at recess.

What is your favorite part of schoo
l? Why?
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Jan. 4 - BINGO at St. 
Francis Xavier School
Jan. 4 - Open Mic Night at 
Sawmill Brewing Co.
Jan. 5-7 - Merrill 
Youth Squirt B Hockey 
Tournament at the MARC
Jan. 6 - Winter Ice Oval 
Races in Gleason
Jan. 10 - Trivia Night at 
Sawmill Brewing Co.
Jan. 11 - Open Mic Night 
at Sawmill Brewing Co.
For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.
org/events or contact the 
event sponsor.

Area Events & 
Entertainment 

Community 
Calendar

Lincoln County Human Society sends a big thank you to Grace Lutheran Sunday School for donating some no-sew 
blankets for the animals at the shelter. Submitted photo.

Getting outside in winter is good for you
As the saying goes, 

there’s no such thing as bad 
weather, only bad clothing 
choices. 

Even though the winter 
weather is turning colder, 
don’t give up your outdoor 
time. Getting outdoors is 
still a great way to boost 
health. Bundle up in 
moisture-wicking layers 
and don your coat, hat, 
gloves, and snow boots and 
head outdoors for your 
health and well-being:

Outdoor time 
elevates moods. 

Exposure to natural light 
– even in the shorter days 
of  winter – raises levels 
of  serotonin, the body’s 
“happy chemical.” Sunlight 
is also a good way to get 
a natural dose of  vitamin 
D, which is good for your 
bones and immune system. 

Memories Improve. 
Researchers at the 

University of  Michigan 
conducted a study that 
revealed walking in a 
natural setting versus an 
urban one improved recall 
ability by nearly 20 percent. 

Reconnecting and 
recharging outdoors 

is safe. 
Unplugging from your 

computer, smartphone 

and television is important 
even when it’s cold out 
and can be accomplished 
by simply going outside. 
Epidemiologists agree 
outside is still the safest 
place to gather. Add a patio 
heater or fire pit to your 
backyard to make it even 
cozier. 

Activity boosts 
immunity. 

According to 
MedlinePlus, exercise helps 
decrease your risk for heart 

disease, maintains bone 
health, and can help flush 
bacteria out of  the lungs 
and airways. 

More calories are 
burned in the cold. 
Being outside in the 

wintertime requires your 
body to work harder to keep 
you warm. Consequently, 
you burn more calories. 
Engage in a friendly 
snowball fight with your 
kids or take a walk with 
Fido to the park to rev up 
your metabolism and have 
a little fun along the way. 

It doesn’t take long 
to reap nature’s 

benefits. 
Here’s a bit of  good news 

for cold days. A study from 
the University of  Michigan 
concluded that spending 
just 20 minutes in a natural 
setting reduces the level 
of  cortisol, the stress 
hormone. 

Taking care of  your 
yard in the wintertime is a 
good way to log some time 

outside and it helps prepare 
it for spring. 

Just remember if  you’re 
using a snowthrower, 
chainsaw, or other outdoor 
power equipment to do 
some of  the heavy lifting 
this year, read the owner’s 
manual first and abide by 
all safety precautions.

These tips were excerpted 
from an article provided by 
TurfMutt.com. TurfMutt 
was created by the 
Outdoor Power Equipment 
Institute’s (OPEI) 
TurfMutt Foundation 
and has reached more 
than 70 million children, 
educators, and families 
since 2009. Through 
classroom materials 
developed with Scholastic, 
TurfMutt teaches students 
and teachers how to 
“save the planet, one yard 
at a time.” TurfMutt 
is an o�cial USGBC® 
Education Partner and 
part of  their global 
LEARNING LAB.

Getting outdoors in the winter is healthy and fun! Some Merrill High School physical education 
classes even incorporate outdoor sledding, like this photo taken last season.

Tina L. Scott photo.

LCHS November 
Donors

The Lincoln County Humane Society would like 
to thank the following donors for their support in 
November:

Meghan Stevenson; Dean Barker; Destiney Bean; Dale 
Casperson; Ruth James; Louis Reichelt; Darlene Raunio; 
Cecil Ballou; James & Rosemary Schielke; Nadine Appel; 
Janet Selnes; Pamela Welch; Pledgeling Foundation; 
The Fix Is In, Inc; Kendra Hawley; Ivy Catlin; Paypal 
Giving Fund; Sharayah Lee; Tasha Jaeger; Erin Wells; 
Dick & Gay Baumgart; Deb & Bruce Gerdes; Schulz 
Heating & Cooling; First Riverside Presbyterian Church; 
Amy Marthenze; Jane Parsons; Linda Tompach; Ellen 
Malinowski; Christine Canning; Network for Good; Rick 
& Judith Lombard; Brett & Jennifer Beaumier; Lynn 
Roeder; Christine & George Brahos; Kimberly Freund; 
Claudia Krause; Yvonne Stults; Gilberto Alvarado; 
Hilary Scully; Troy & Angela Mcpherson; and William 
& Patricia Haskin.

We appreciate the support of  our shelter pets!



17 Scoops: Sweet treats and good eats in
Gleason year round

BY TINA L. SCOTT, EDITOR

THE GLEASON
CORNER

17 Scoops, located atN5336Wis. Hwy. 17 inGleason, began as a seasonal business
in April 2022, but in 2023, owner Andrea Roggenbuck decided to keep the business
open year-round, adopting weekend hours (12-8 p.m. Friday and Saturday;
12-7 p.m. on Sunday) for winter. Summer hours will resume in spring.

The Gleason ice-cream shop always has at least 17 flavors of Chocolate Shop
ice cream to choose from, and during peak season in the summer, o�ers up
to 24 flavors, including four Italian ices made by Chocolate Shop, along with
17 signature sundaes. Ice cream is available in cups and cones, shakes and melts,
floats, smoothies, ala modes, and ice cream “to go” by the pint, sundae pint
(a sundae to go), quart, and half gallon, and a 10 pack of cones.

An alamode is one of theirmost popularwinter ice cream treats,madewith a hot
drink. “It’s a float [similar to a root beer float] but instead of it being soda, it’s a hot
drink,” Roggenbuck said. “They can choose and mix and match whatever flavors
they want.” Two scoops of ice cream are combined with their choice of hot drink:
Caribou co�ee, hot chocolate, spiced chai, hot apple cider, etc. For instance, the
mocha ala mode is co�ee with Zanzibar ice cream. “That one’s fun,” Roggenbuck
said. “The co�ee one people have [also] been doing with the Iced Latte Da flavor,
which is a ca�einated ice cream, so it really tastes more like a latte.” [The Iced
Latte Da flavor is described as fantastic Wisconsin-made ca�einated espresso ice
cream with a fudge swirl and chocolate chunks.]

Roggenbuck is proud to o�er the Chocolate Shop brand. It’s made in Madison
with milk from Wisconsin cows, she said. “It’s the best. It’s actually one of the
heaviest cream ice creams. It’s homemade, batch by batch, since 1962,” In early
2023, “they started homogenizing their own milk. So they’re actually getting it
straight from the cow and doing all of it themselves,” she said. “And the cows live
just a few miles from the plants. It’s really great.”

17 Scoops also o�ers food—from breakfast sandwiches to hot dogs to wraps,

BLTs, and more, available as a sandwich alone or a basket that includes a pickle,
chips, and a drink. They carry both Coke and Pepsi products, Roggenbuck said, as
well as Jolly Good soda, another Wisconsin-made product. “We are a Jolly Good
supplier, so people can buy their Jolly Good by the 12-pack, or however many they
want,” she said.

They also o�er soups—a great winter treat—with a soup of the day, such as
cheddar broccoli, tomato basil bisque, chicken noodle, Northwoods chili, farmer’s
market vegetable, and cheesy potato and bacon. They have daily soup and
sandwich specials “so if you buy a sandwich or a sandwich basket, you get a dollar
o� your soup,” Roggenbuck said.

While the majority of summer business orders take place at the front windows,
with visitors enjoying ice cream at the outdoor tables, in winter an ice-cream
cabinet/counter is available indoors along with indoor seating space.

Indoors, in addition to delicious treats and eats, 17 Scoops sells candy, small toys,
some books, Gleason-themed mugs, and t-shirts and sweatshirts with ice cream
and Gleason area themes that Roggenbuck designed herself to help promote local
outdoor recreation opportunities including Harrison Hills, Gleason as the “Trout
Fishing Capital of the World,” the “Lakes of the Harrison Hills,” and Gleson in
general. Shewill be creating and addingmore designs, and hopes to also o�ermore
local and Wisconsin-made products next year, including candles and fudge. They
are also considering expanding the indoor seating/store area.

The shop features a Northwoods Information Center to provide visitors more
information about all of the recreation opportunities in the area, along with ATV
trail maps and special maps for the Gleason Area.

In the winter, when the snowmobile trail is open, “it comes right through
here,” Roggenbuck said. “They can zip right o� and come on in here.” It’s a great
opportunity for a hot meal and a sweet treat on a winter day.

33
57

08
Andrea Roggenbuck serves up more than 17 
avors of
delicious Chocolate Shop ice cream. Tina L. Scott photo

An ala mode combines ice cream and a hot drink,
perfect for a cold winter day. Tina L. Scott photo

17 Scoops dishes up delicious hard serve ice cream,
made in Wisconsin. Tina L. Scott photo

Call Dinah Schneider
to advertise:

715-905-1001
290712
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• Portable
Storage She

ds
• GardenSheds

Sizes from
8’x8’ to 14’x40’

Free Local DeliveryLLC

• Garages
• Cabins

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at

our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

Taking Orders for 2024

Thank You For Your Patronage
& We Look Forward to Serving

You in 2024!

Custom
Pieces for
any Home!

N5211 Bradley St.
(715) 873-4843
Closed Sundays

N5211 Bradley St. PRAIRIEERIPRAI
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Luther Memorial Church
N5308 Town Hall Rd., Gleason, WI

34
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SaturdayWorship
with Communion

6:00 pm

SundayWorship
with communion

10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Come Worship with Us...

Gleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20
286183
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STONEWARE WANTED
Col lec tor pay ing $1000+/-
for Red Wing salt glazed or ad ver -
tis ing crocks, jugs, churns & water

cool ers. (612)685-6762

FOR SALE MINI BERNESE
CHRIST MAS PUP PIES shots
Price re duced $600 608-396-1374

WCAN (Wis con sin Com mu nity
Ad Net work) and/or the mem ber
pub li ca tions re view ads to the
best of their abil ity. Un for tu nately,
many un scrupu lous peo ple are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CARE FUL AN -
SWER ING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more in for ma tion, or to
file a com plaint re gard ing an ad,
please con tact The De part ment
of Trade, Agri cul ture & Con -
sumer Pro tec tion 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RE SULTS! Af ford able ad -
ver tis ing that fits your bud get!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wis con sin Shop pers & Buy ers’
Guide pa pers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Pub lish ers De vel op -
ment Ser vice, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www. pdsadnet. 
com

Contact: Jennifer Gartmann - 715-218-1644
Dinah Schneider - 715-905-1001 33

42
97

GET 25% OFF the 2nd week in the Merrill Foto News!
Run your ad on January 11th at regular price.

Run the same ad in the Foto News on January 18th for
25% off the regular price.

BOTH WEEKS -- ADD MORE MARKETS AT 25% OFF!
Run the same ad in any additional papers and get
25% off the Merrill Foto News regular ad price.

Publishes: Thursday, January 11th & 18th
Deadline: Friday, January 5th

New Year - New Career!
Don’t miss your opportunity to

recruit new employees by advertising
your open positions in the Foto News

New Year - New Career!
Special Section.

Cock apoo Pup pies -Fe male
Sweet Friendly Fluffy $500 OMO
715-669-3512

Title: CDL Class A Dri ver – No
week ends and home every night!
Salary Range: $23-$25 per hour,
based on ex pe ri ence
Job Type: Full-time
Styrene Prod ucts Inc. is seek ing
an ex pe ri enced Class A CDL dri -
ver with a great at ti tude and a de -
sire for a unique dri ving po si tion.
Dri vers typ i cally start at 5/6 AM
and re turn from routes by mid-af -
ter noon/ early evening that same
day.
No week ends, no overnights, with
most routes local in Wis con sin.
Our ideal can di date will have:
· A min i mum of 5 years of CDL
Class A dri ving ex pe ri ence
· Ex cel lent at ten dance
· Abil ity to be a prob lem solver
· Self-mo ti vated and can work
under min i mal su per vi sion
· Rep re sents the com pany well
while on the road and at
cus tomer lo ca tions
Styrene Prod ucts, Inc. is a cus tom
fab ri ca tor of ex panded poly styrene
prod ucts. Our prod ucts are used in
a va ri ety of ap pli ca tions with an
em pha sis on pack ag ing so lu tions.
We have been in busi ness ap -
prox i mately 40 years and op er ate
2 fa cil i ties in the state of Wis con -
sin. We offer our em ploy ees the
flex i bil ity needed to main tain a
healthy work/life bal ance.
Many ways to apply!
1. Apply on line at In deed
2. Stop by 5320 Fuller Street in
Schofield, WI to pick up an ap pli -
ca tion. You can fill it out that day
or take it home and re turn at your
leisure!

DO NATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to sup port our vet er -
ans! Sched ule a FAST, FREE ve -
hi cle pickup and re ceive a top tax
de duc tion! Call Vet eran Car Do na -
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

JOIN OUR TEAM
TheHealth Aide provides nail care to the senior population
and hearing screenings in schools. Perfect position for
someone wanting to work a few hours per month.
Startingwage is $16.86 per hour. 8-10 hours amonthwith
additional hours in the fall for hearing screening.
Position requires graduation from high school and
satisfactory completion of a certified nursing assistant
course; or any combination of training and experience
which provides the required knowledge, skills and abilities.

JOIN OUR TEAM
WeAre Hiring
A Health Aide

Application forms are available at the Lincoln County
Service Center, 801 N. Sales Street, Merrill and at
co.lincoln.wi.us/jobs. An equal opportunity employer.

Apply Today at co.lincoln.wi.us/jobs
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AKC CAV A LIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL PUPS

dews/shots/vet/worm ready to go!
$900 715-536-0697 or 715-316-

2522 (WCAN)

POSITION SUMMARY:
Manage all aspects of the certi�cation
programs from testing to labeling.
PRINCIPAL DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES:
Manage certi�cation timelines for new
and existing products including test
schedules, report reviews and product
submittals as required.
ADDITIONAL DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES:
Company representative for
association meetings related to
code-compliance

Oversee third-party audit requests;
respond to audit results

Trouble-shoot product failures; work
with engineers to modify and resolve

Testing & Certification
Manager

DIRECTLY SUPERVISES:
Testing support personnel
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND
ABILITIES REQUIRED:
Bachelor degree in Engineering,
Business or related �eld
preferred; will consider work
experience and train quali�ed
candidate

Minimum 4 years’ experience in
window industry

Detail-oriented
Pro�cient in Excel
Ability to manage multiple
projects at one time

Mail Resumes:
Weather Shield HR,
PO Box 309,
Medford, WI 54451
Email Resumes:
Careers@WeatherShield.com

��
��
��

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No con tract & no hid den
fees. Un lim ited talk & text with
flex i ble data plans. Pre mium na -
tion wide cov er age. 100% U.S.
based cus tomer ser vice. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

PAYING CASH FOR GUNS,
AMMO & RELATED Any amount
or con di tion. Col lec tions & Es tates
Wel come. 715-229-9148 or cell
262-853-3853

23
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Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Company, Inc. is recognized throughout the
industry as a leader in the manufacturing of custom, superior quality
windows and doors that can be found in some of the most visionary

residences and commercial projects in North America.
The Kolbe story began 77 years ago after the Kolbe brothers began

repairing and building window frames. As the business grew, maintaining
a closely held family business was the priority, along with understanding
the important role a large company plays in the community. Those

commitments remain intact and have greatly in�uenced the success of the
company. We hope you will consider joining the Kolbe team!

Seeking Full-time 1st Shift Production Team Members
No Experience Required

Four-day work week, 5am-3pm, Monday through Thursday.
$18.50 per hour.

Three-day work week, 5am-5pm, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.
No required over-time. $20.55 per hour.

Part-time, work 24-28 hours during �rst shift hours. $20 per hour.
Excellent bene�ts package, relaxed and safe working environment.

Apply online at
www.kolbewindows.com/careers.

EOE

OTR TRUCK DRI VERS FT/PT
Put Your Ca reer in Gear!! Com -
pet i tive wages & full ben e fits.
Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly
Home week ends, NO east/west
coast, 28 cen tral states. Van &
Hop per Di vi sion. Agri cul ture ex pe -
ri ence a plus. Fox Val ley com pany
since 1958 Call Frank 920-788-
6242 or 920-858-0238. Van Groll
Truck ing, Kaukauna

Wausau: Fri day, 1/5,11 a.m.- 4
p.m., Sat ur day, 1/6,9 a.m.- 3
p.m., Sun day, 1/7,10 a.m.- 1
p.m. Beau ti ful east side his toric
home. Trea sures of all types! -
NO EARLY SALES. We DO
NOT give out prices or in for ma -
tion prior to the sale. Please do
not text, call or email re quests. -
First come, first served. Deli
style num bers will be given out
start ing at 10:00am on Fri day.
NO TICE: NO PARK ING ON
10TH ST. 1002 Ful ton St

FOR SALE
Peavey XR600C mixer amp

w/speak ers & cords. Very clean,
good con di tion. $650.

715-675-2455, ask for Dan.

BOSTON RAT TER RIER PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vetckd Can Dlvr
$400 715-255-2661 (#269146)

• Go to www.indeed.com
• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street

(employment of�ce – SW corner)
• Or Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com

• 1st Shift Full-Time
ProductionWorkers

• Draftsperson/Technical
Illustrator

• Maintenance Staff
up to $35/hr

34
22

25

Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

We are an equal opportunity employer.

To Apply:

UP TO $15,000 OF GUAR AN -
TEED LIFE IN SUR ANCE! No
med ical exam or health ques tions.
Cash to help pay fu neral & other
final ex penses. Call Physi cians
Life In sur ance Com pany 844-
433-5898 or visit www. 
Life55plus. info/ wcp

10

7110General Employment 

15

7135Professional and Technical 

1

7005Announcements 

52

7244Firewood 

63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 
31

7208Estate Sales 

41

7220Musical Instruments 

64

7268Wanted to Buy 

66

7272Dogs 
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If you would like to 
be included in this 
Business Directory, 

please call 
715-536-7121



CUTE & CUD DLY PURE BRED
BOR DER COL LIE PUPS
Shots/Wormed Great Pet/Work ing
Dogs Par ents/site $150 715-667-
3342

51 Year Old Male
look ing for a place to rent

715-722-9553

FREE high speed in ter net for
those that qual ify. Gov ern ment
pro gram for re cip i ents of se lect
pro grams incl. Med ic aid, SNAP,
Hous ing As sis tance, WIC, Vet er -
ans Pen sion, Sur vivor Ben e fits,
Life line, Tribal. 15 GB in ter net ser -
vice. Bonus offer: An droid tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free ship ping & Han dling. Call
Maxsip Tele com today! 1-855-454-
6827 (WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH RE MODEL Can
in stall a new, cus tom bath or
shower in as lit tle as one day. For
a lim ited time, we’re waiv ing all in -
stal la tion costs! Ad di tional terms
apply. Sub ject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 1-
833-224-4977 (WCAN)

For Rent: Upper 2 Bed room
Down town Apart ment. No Smok -
ing, No Pets. $500 per month in -
cludes heat and water. Se cu rity
De posit re quired. (715)536-4133
or (715)536-2166.

FOR SALE: YEL LOW LAB PUP -
PIES Ready Now! cute and play -
ful! $250 715-229-2630 PRE PARE FOR POWER OUT -

AGES TODAY with a GEN ERAC
home standby gen er a tor. Act now
to re ceive a FREE 7-year war ranty
w/qual i fy ing pur chase*. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to sched ule a
free quote. it’s not just a gen er a tor.
Its a power move. (WCAN)

GOLD EN DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vet-chkd Can Dlvr
$400 715-255-2661 (#269146)

Hugh es Net Satel lite In ter net: 25
mbps start ing at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST down load speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Stan dard In stal la tion for
lease cus tomers! Lim ited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

WES LEY FI NAN CIAL GROUP,
LLC Time share Can cel la tion Ex -
perts Over $50,000,000 in time -
share debt & fees can celled in
2019. Get FREE in for ma tional
pack age & learn how to get rid of
your time share! FREE con sul ta -
tions. Over 450 pos i tive re views.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-al ler -
genic, Non-shed, shots/vet
F-$600, M-$500; PURE BRED
REG COCKER SPANIEL PUP -
PIES 715-758-2433

RE PLACE YOUR ROOF w/the
best look ing & longest last ing ma -
te r ial, steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 Styles & mul ti ple col ors
avail able. Guar an teed to last a
life time! Lim ited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF In stal la tion + Add’l 10%
off in stall (for mil i tary, health work -
ers & 1st re spon ders) Call Erie
Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606
(WCAN)

MINI GOLD EN DOO DLE PUPS
Will be 20 pounds. Cute and Cud -
dly. 715-409-0533

DI RECTV OVER IN TER NET Get
your fa vorite live TV, sports, &
local chan nels. 99% sig nal re li a bil -
ity! CHOICE Pack age, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre -
mium Chan nels in cluded for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Pack age or higher)
No an nual con tract, no hid den
fees! Some re stric tions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

FOR SALE BY OWNER- 3 BD, 1
BA house, full base ment, back
deck. Tom a hawk, 117 Prospect St.
715-360-2078 or 432-557-6875.

PURE BRED GOLDEN RE -
TRIEVER PUP PIES
shots/vet/wormed, M-$300,
F-$400, 715-223-5663 No Sun
Calls

Switch to DISH Get up to a $300
gift card! Plus get the Mul ti sport
pack in cluded for a lim ited time!
Hurry, call for de tails: 1-844-897-
8523 (WCAN)PURE BRED GOLDEN RE -

TRIEVER PUPS Shots/Wormed,
Vet Ckd M-$300, F-$350 cash only
715-267-6370 No Sun day Calls

GET YOUR DE DUC TION AHEAD
OF THE YEAR-END! Do nate
Your Car, Truck or SUV to as sist
the blind & vi su ally im paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost ve hi cle
pickup & se cure a gen er ous
year-end tax credit. Call HER -
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

DI RECTV Sports Pack 3 Months
on Us! Watch pro & Col lege sports
LIVE. Plus over 40 re gional & spe -
cialty net works in cluded. NFL, Col -
lege Foot ball, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some re stric tions
apply Call DI RECTV 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

The bath room of your dreams in
as lit tle as 1 day. Lim ited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Pay ments
& No In ter est for 18 months for
cus tomers who qual ify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many op tions avail -
able. Qual ity ma te ri als & pro fes -
sional in stal la tion. Se nior & Mil i -
tary Dis counts Avail able. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

Pure bred Jack Rus sell Ter rier
pup pies. First shots and
de wormed. $400 each.

Call or text 715-921-2930

THINK ING ABOUT IN STALLING
A NEW SHOWER? Amer i can
Stan dard makes it easy. FREE de -
sign con sul ta tion. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on in stal la tion, or visit
www. new show erde al. com/ wcp
(WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MO BIL ITY! Dis cover the
ideal so lu tion for any one who
strug gles on the stairs, is con -
cerned about a fall or wants to re -
gain ac cess to their en tire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

2014 GMC ACA DIA 7-pas sen ger
SUV, V-6, AWD, 77,000 mi, heated
seats, re mote start, sun roofs, roof
rack, hitch, blue, $15,700 obo.
715-675-7834, no texts.

Sheltie Mix Pups in tel li gent &
Good w/kids. $100 OBO No Sun
Calls 715-223-1119

FOR SALE: 2005 Chevy Equinox
LT w/sun roof, trailer hitch & roof

rack. Well cared for. High mileage.
$4800. 715-507-1964

SHELTIE PUP PIES shots/vet
checked M-$250 F-$300 Ready to
Go 715-218-2670

DEN TAL IN SUR ANCE. From
Physi cians Mu tual In sur ance
Com pany. Cov er age for (350+)
pro ce dures. Real den tal in sur ance
- NOT just a dis count plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Den tal In for ma tion Kit with all the
de tails! 855-807-9516 www. den 
tal5 0plu s. com/ wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Ted dy bear, MaltiPoo,
CavaPoo, Shih Malt, Bi chon -
Poo: Pup pies. Non-Shed Girls

and Boys. Vac ci nated, dew claws
re moved, vet checked. $500.
715-823-2165 or DHKen nel -

LLC@ gmail. com - Clin tonville
Li cence 268597-DS

Thorne Construction LLC

Joseph Thorne
Fully Insured

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop-Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197
Your Dream Builder

26
31

44

Mo bile Help, Amer ica’s Pre mier
Mo bile Med ical Alert Sys tem.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Con tracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

STROKE & CAR DIO VAS CU LAR
dis ease are lead ing causes of
death, ac cord ing to the AMER I -
CAN HEART AS SO CI A TION.
Screen ing can pro vide peace of
mind or early de tec tion! Con tact
Life Line Screen ing to sched ule
your screen ing. Spe cial offer - 5
screen ings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

HOME GROWN BEEF No Im -
plants, 1/4s $2.80/lb 1/2 $2.75/lb
Mar Process 715-470-0458 SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

28
33

47

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

CON NECT TO THE BEST WIRE -
LESS home in ter net with Earth -
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE net works, no con tracts, easy
in stal la tion, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

Call us for a FREE consultation

• Financing Available
• Search Our Buildings
• Virtual Planning

• Proven Reliability Since 1978
• Lifetime SteelWarranty

• Featuring Doors

800-373-5550
ClearyBuilding.com

Specializing in High-Value,
Customized Post Frame Buildings

Discover the Cleary Advantage
at ClearyBuilding.com

WAUSAU,WI
715-675-7701

33
86

59

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

Open House Thursday, January 4th from 9:00am-4:00pm
1000 Rock Ledge Lane, Neenah, WI 54956
Online Bidding Ends Monday, January 8th

Open House Friday, January 5th from 10:00am-3:00pm
1750 Paulsen Rd, Green Bay, WI 54313

Online Bidding Ends Thursday, January 11th

For more information call 920-383-1012
Terms: 10% Buyers Fee. Bryce Hansen, registeredWI auctioneer #225

January Neenah Consignment Auction • 4 Auctions - Hundreds of Items
Featuring Vehicles, Heavy Equipment, Attachments, Auto Parts, Lawn Care Items, Shop Equipment,
Hardware, Household Goods, Antiques & Collectibles,WI Sport Memorabilia, and Much More!

New & Used Semi Parts, Welder, Large Metal Shear, Screw Drive
Air Compressor, Tools & More - Green Bay, W

HANSEN AUCTION GROUP ONLINE AUCTIONS

BID NOWAT HANSENAUCTIONGROUP.COM

Bidding
Starts at $1!

Highest
Bid Wins!

34
04

44

66

7272Dogs 

115

7400Apartments for Rent 

86

7318Internet 

3

7374Miscellaneous Services

122

7421Vacation For Rent 

89

7324Satellites and Antennas 133

7454Homes For Sale 

160

7538Passenger Cars 

3

7374Miscellaneous Services

163

7544SUVs

81

7310Health Care Services 

71

7284Livestock 

75

7292Agriculture Services 

86

7318Internet 
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Matthew K. of Merrill was out doing some holiday shopping 
and decided to pick up some much-needed items and 
donate them to the Lincoln County Humane Society, a little 
Christmas present for the pets at the shelter.

Submitted photo.

Get results � nding the 
right person for the job!NewsFotoMERRILL

™

NewsFotoMERRILL
™ 715-536-7121

Don’t be late with your Classifi ed Deadline
Mondays at 4:00 pm

AUCTIONS



CLUES ACROSS
1. Bleated
6. Snakelike �sh
9. Database management
system
13. Russian-American violinist
14. Wendy’s founder Thomas
15. Ancient Italian-Greek
colony
16. Negatives
17. Rescued
18. Self-immolation by �re
ritual
19. Assigns tasks to
21. Island nation native
22. Trade
23. Detergent brand
24. Famed NY Giant
25. Before
28. Split pulses
29. Extremely angry; highly
incensed
31. Body part
33. American state
36. David __, US playwright
38. Move one’s head slightly
39. Secret rendezvous
41. Improved
44. A place to exercise
45. 18-year astronomical
period
46. Automobile
48. You can take it
49. A radio band
51. Jaws of an animal
52. Short-billed rails
54. Chinese province
56. Shameless and
undisguised
60. Horizontal passage into
a mine
61. Adult males
62. Fail to entertain
63. Dried-up
64. City in north-central Utah
65. Southern U.S.

66. German river
67. Oxygen
68. Make law

CLUES DOWN
1. Curved segment
2. Wings
3. From pentane (Chemistry)
4. Gradually gets into
5. Commercial document
(abbr.)
6. Overhang
7. Christmas and New Year’s
have them
8. Type of bulb
9. Lacking a plan
10. Tattle
11. Rockers like it “heavy”
12. One who’s been
canonized
14. Indicate time and place
17. Nobel Prize winner in
physics
20. The voice of Olaf
21. Fragmented rock
23. They __

25. Master of Philosophy
26. Backside
27. Landmark house in L.A.
29. An act of undue intimacy
30. From which a later word
is derived
32. Equal to 10 meters
34. Neither
35. Computer language
37. Sacred book of Judaism
40. A woolen cap of Scottish
origin
42. A way to dedicate
43. Challenges
47. British Air Aces
49. Large, in¢uential bank
50. Portended
52. Cavalry-sword
53. Vaccine developer
55. Napoleonic Wars general
56. Italian Seaport
57. Hip joint
58. __ Clapton, musician
59. Insect repellent
61. Decorative scarf
65. Delaware

©MetroCreative

33
73

27

33
73

36

@MetroCreative

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU
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LINCOLN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

REPORT
FOR WEEK ENDING DEC. 31, 2023
On 12/25/2023 at approximately 
9:12 p.m. a deputy with the 
Sheriff’s Office observed a vehicle 
traveling northbound on USH 51 
near CTH V in the Town of Birch 
at an extremely high rate of 
speed. The deputy indicated the 
vehicle was traveling in excess 
of 100 mph. The deputy radioed 
for help and attempted to go 
after the vehicle. A short time 
later a second deputy observed 
the vehicle still northbound on 
USH 51 traveling 127 mph. The 
second deputy attempted to 
pursue the vehicle but terminated 
the chase for safety concerns. The 
information was passed on to the 
Oneida County Sheriff’s Office. At 
this point the car and driver have 
not been identified.
On 12/26/2023 at approximately 
7:42 a.m. emergency crews 
were sent to the Lokemoen boat 
landing in the Town of Merrill for 
a car partially submerged in the 
Wisconsin River. [See front page 
article.]
On 12/27/2023 at approximately 
6:42 p.m. in the area of 1st St. 
and Center Ave. in the City of 
Merrill a deputy stopped a vehicle 
for failure to yield the right of 

way at the roundabout. When 
stopped, the driver, a 21-year-
old male from Merrill, told the 
deputy that he didn’t have a valid 
driver’s license. During the stop, 
the driver asked the deputy to 
just let him go and then offered 
the deputy money to let him go. 
The driver was cited for a criminal 
charge of operating a motor 
vehicle 3+ times in a 3-year 
period, as well as failure to yield 
the right of way. The driver was 
then required to wait for someone 
with a valid license to come and 
move his vehicle. 
On 12/30/2023 at approximately 
4:32 p.m. deputies were sent to 
the area of USH 51 and Schulz 
Spur Rd. in the Town of Merrill 
for a reported motor vehicle 
crash with injuries. Investigating 
deputies discovered the driver, 
a 40-year-old male, had lost 
control of his vehicle on icy 
roads and crashed. The driver 
sustained minor injuries and was 
transported to Aspirus Merrill 
Hospital by ambulance. The two 
occupants were uninjured and 
transported to Aspirus Merrill 
Hospital to be with the driver.
On 12/30/2023 at approximately 
6:46 p.m. deputies were sent to 
the area of USH 51 and Lincoln 
Dr. in the Town of Merrill for a 
reported motor vehicle crash with 
injuries. Investigating deputies 
discovered that the driver, a 

73-year-old Marshfield man, was 
southbound on USH 51 when 
he lost control of his vehicle on 
icy roads. As a result of this, the 
vehicle flipped on its driver’s side, 
pinning the driver in the car. The 
driver sustained minor injuries 
and was transported to Aspirus 
Wausau Hospital by ambulance. 
On 12/31/2023 at approximately 
6:17 p.m. deputies were sent 
to the area of CTH M and Tower 
Rd. in the Town of Corning for a 
reported motor vehicle crash with 
injuries. Investigating deputies 
discovered that the driver, a 
33-year-old Antigo man, was 
westbound on CTH M when he said 
he lost control of his vehicle on 
loose gravel on the road, causing 
him to overcorrect the vehicle. The 
vehicle then entered the ditch and 
rolled onto its roof. Both the driver 
and his passenger, a 47-year-old 
woman from Ladysmith, were 
transported by ambulance to 
Aspirus Merrill Hospital. A dog in 
the vehicle was transported by 
a deputy to the Lincoln County 
Humane Society to be cared for 
until the owner could get the dog.
There were four car vs deer 
crashes this week.

MERRILL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

12-25-23
At 7:18 p.m. officers were advised 

of approximately 5-8 shots 
fired near Ott’s Park. Officers 
responded to the area and no 
gun shots were heard. Another 
officer stated that he was outside 
and heard the gun shots, but they 
were believed to be several miles 
out of town. This investigation 
was closed. 

12-26-23
At 3:46 p.m. officers were advised 
of a suspicious male party at the 
Merrill High School football field, 
who was standing on the 50 yard 
line. Contact was made with the 
male party, who advised officers 
that he was just practicing field 
goal kicks. No enforcement 
action was taken. 
At 6:32 p.m. officers were advised 
of a hazardous situation in the 
City of Merrill. The reporting party 
advised that a manhole cover was 
broken and that someone would 
get hurt. Officers responded to 
the area and located a manhole 
cover that was damaged. Officers 
put a barricade over the manhole 
cover and advised the Merrill 
Street Department about the 
issue. 

12-27-23
At 7:04 a.m. officers were advised 
of a gas meter that had been 
tampered with. The reporting 
party advised that someone 
had taken a screw from a gas 
regulator. Officers responded 
to the scene and spoke with a 
resident who was a person of 
interest in this case. Officers do 

not have definitive proof of this 
resident tampering with the gas 
meter, and the case is still under 
investigation. 
At 2:50 p.m. officers responded 
to a property damage complaint. 
Officers were advised that a 
vehicle struck a recycling bin 
the night prior and was captured 
on video. Officers collected 
vehicle parts from the scene, 
and this incident is still under 
investigation. 

12-29-23
At 2:26 p.m. officers observed 
a female party who was known 
to have active warrants for her 
arrest. When officers attempted 
to make contact with the female, 
she fled on foot. The female party 
was then located, identified, and 
taken into custody. 
At 8:18 p.m. officers were advised 
of an odd odor coming from 
the 6th ward area in the City of 
Merrill. Upon further investigation, 
officers found out that there was 
a farmer spreading manure on 
his field just southwest of town. 

12-30-23
At 5:29 p.m. officers were 
advised that a female suspect 
had taken items from a store 
and had other stolen items inside 
of her vehicle before leaving. 
Officers were able to locate the 
vehicle and identified the two 
female suspects. During the 
investigation, a K9 was requested 
to the scene and had a positive 
alert on the vehicle. During a 

search of the vehicle, narcotics 
were located and the female 
suspects were taken into custody. 
At 8:09 p.m. officers responded 
to a two-vehicle accident where 
one party was possibly trapped.  
During the incident, State Hwy. 
64 had to be closed down. During 
the investigation, one driver was 
found to be operating under the 
influence and taken into custody. 

12-31-2023
At 1:32 a.m. officers were 
requested to assist in a vehicle 
crash just outside the City of 
Merrill. Officers arrived on scene 
and located the operator of the 
vehicle who was no longer alive. 
Officers remained on scene 
and assisted deputies who later 
arrived.
At 6:46 p.m. officers were 
dispatched in reference to a 
vehicle that had driven into a 
fire hydrant. The fire hydrant 
and vehicle sustained disabling 
damage. The operator and 
passenger of the vehicle were 
uninjured. The driver was issued 
a citation after he confessed 
he had fallen asleep behind the 
wheel.
At 9:00 p.m. officers were 
dispatched to a business after 
receiving a call that a male party 
had fallen and was now bleeding. 
The individual was found to be 
intoxicated, with a large gash to 
his forehead. The individual was 
transported to the hospital for 
treatment. 

Merrill woman arrested 
for OWI, fourth offense

On Jan. 1, 2024, at 2:15 a.m., a 29-year-old 
Merrill woman was arrested for operating 
a motor vehicle under the influence (OWI), 
fourth o�ense, according to a press release 
issued by the Wisconsin Department of  
Transportation (DOT) Wisconsin State 
Patrol (WSP). 

A Trooper with the Wisconsin State 
Patrol Wausau Post stopped a black 2018 
Hyundai Elantra on Schofield Ave. near 
Alderson St. in Marathon County for 
exceeding the posted speed limit and 
a registration violation. Indicators of  

impairment were observed in the driver, 
Marissa Rose Atkinson, and a subsequent 
investigation, including field sobriety 
tests, indicated the driver was operating 
under the influence and she was arrested.

Pursuant to the direction of  the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, as found in 
Supreme Court Rule 20:3.6, Trial Publicly, 
you are advised that a charge is merely 
an accusation and that a defendant is 
presumed innocent until and unless proven 
guilty.

|REPORTS|

and they adapt and adjust 
on the fly like the pros they 

are, never breaking a sweat. 
Newman’s one of  the coolest 
dudes who’s ever been on 
screen, and his swagger is 
cranked to 11 throughout.

The Sting is a film that 

demands the viewer’s 
full attention. If  one 
conversation, one line 
of  dialogue, or even one 
quick glance is missed, the 
intricate house of  cards that 
is the plot might collapse 
for the viewer, even if  
the scam itself  remains 
perfectly intact. The Sting
is an impressive feat of  
filmmaking–the complexity 
of  the con is topped only by 
the deftness of  its execution, 
and it is incredibly fun to be 
with these guys for a couple 
of  hours as they avenge 
their fallen friend.

I enjoyed The Sting on 
my first watch, but in going 
back and revisiting it a few 
times, I’ve continued to 
notice things I hadn’t before, 
and it adds even more depth 
to an already engrossing 
and lively story. Most 
movies aren’t necessarily 
rewarding on a continual 
basis, but The Sting is, 
unequivocally. 

When they first meet, 
Gondor� informs Hooker of  
the importance of  the grift’s 
longevity. “You have to 
keep this con even after you 
take his money,” Gondor� 
says. “He can’t know you 
took him.” Like the con, 
The Sting, similarly, has 
endured. 50 years after its 
release, it holds up as well 
as any movie of  its era.

Follow Jalen on 
Letterboxd at letterboxd.
com/jalenmaki182/ to see 
what he’s been watching, 
and read more at medium.
com/@jalenmaki.

MOVIES  
from page 5



100% Specialty Grade Gourmet Coffee –
Roasted and shipped the same day from the
Northwoods of Wisconsin.

Free Shipping on all orders over $40
nicoletcoffee.com

315126

Fresh as the
Northwoods
Seasonal Favorites
Available for a Limited Time

Makes a
great gift!

Holiday
Flavors Now
Available
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results on facilities planning

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

A press release issued by Merrill Area Public Schools 
(MAPS) said residents indicate support for facilities 
improvements in the district and the associated $16 million 
price tag associated with those improvements outlined in 
the “base plan” option presented in the MAPS community-
wide survey conducted in November. The survey was 
mailed to every household in the MAPS district in 
November and could be completed and returned either by 
mail or online.

The results of  that survey were provided to the MAPS 
Board of  Education and administrators at the December 
School Board meeting on Dec. 13, 2023, by Bill Foster, 
President and Founder of  School Perceptions LLC, the 
independent, Wisconsin-based fi rm hired to conduct the 
survey based on their “extensive expertise conducting 
school district surveys,” according to the release. 

The report from School Perceptions is available on 
the district website at:  mapsedu.org/district/facilities-
planning.cfm (on the far right, under the “Resources” 
heading, click on “December 13, 2023 Presentation 
Community Survey Results.”)

Survey demographics
• 1,522 total survey respondents, of  which 92% were 

residents of  the MAPS district and 8% (approx. 121 survey 
respondents) were not.

• 18% of  survey respondents (approx. 274) are employees 
of  MAPS.

• 32% of  survey respondents have children attending 
MAPS schools, while 68% do not.

• 33% of  survey respondents are age 65 or older
• 33% of  the parents responding and a whopping 76% of  

the non-parents/non-sta�  responding said they prefer to 
get their school/district information from the Merrill Foto 
News.

Key fi ndings according to MAPS
The MAPS press release cited the following key fi ndings:
• When asked to share advice regarding the future of  

Prairie River Middle School, there was no clear majority 
or direction given.

• 68% of  resident parents showed support for the $16 
million proposed base plan. This demographic (resident 
parents with students in MAPS) represents about 25% of  
the community.

• 56% of  resident non-parents/non-sta�  indicated 
willingness to support the $16 million proposed base plan. 
This demographic (residents without children attending 
MAPS) represents about 75% of  the community.

• Using a weighted analysis calculation, School 
Perceptions estimated that there was 59% support for the 
$16 million proposed base plan.

The proposed $16 million base plan
The base plan proposed in the survey, with a $16 million 

price tag, which “would address the most pressing issues 
and better utilize the District’s best buildings,” according 
to the press release, would consist of:

• Updates to Je� erson Elementary to accommodate new 
usage, including:

   • Renovate an area for the Head Start program.
   • Renovate an area for the Bridges Virtual Academy.
   •  Renovate an area for the Northern Achievement 

Center.

   •  Maintain gym and kitchen.
   •   Address existing outdated building plumbing, 

HVAC, and electrical systems.
   • Create separate entrances for NAC and Head Start.
   • Create dedicated playground areas.
• Move Pine River School for Young Learners (PRSYL), 

Bridges Virtual Academy (BVA), and the Northern 
Achievement Center (NAC) program to the Je� erson 
Elementary building.

• Demolition of  the Northern Achievement Center (NAC) 
and the Storage Building (Old NAC).

• Renovate underutilized high school space to 
accommodate the District O�  ce and build new 
maintenance building.

• Move District O�  ce to the Merrill High School building.
• Demolition of  the District O�  ce and maintenance 

building.
• Sell the current Pine River PRSYL property.

Background on MAPS facilities needs
Merrill Area Public Schools currently serves grades 

Pre-K through 12 totaling approximately 2,272 students. 
The district’s declining enrollment suggests some 
realignment of  facilities would better serve current needs. 
Enrollment in 2013-14 was 3,515 students, and enrollment 
has been steadily declining in all but one year. The MAPS 
press release cited declining enrollment of  “over 17% in 
the last 10 years” looking at numbers up to and including 
the 2022-23 academic year.

However, comparing 2013-14 enrollment of  3,515 students 
with 2022-2023 enrollment of  2,272 students–a di� erence of  
1,243 students–refl ects a decline of  closer to 35% in the last 
9 years. Funding received from the state is based on the 
number of  students enrolled. Fewer students means less 
money from the state.

The district owns 11 school buildings of  various ages, 
which has become expensive both operationally and with 
maintenance needs. Those operational costs aren’t going 
down. In addition, a comprehensive study evaluated all 
11 buildings owned by the district according to utilization 
and investment needed, revealing $91.7 million in future 
investment needs for building maintenance.

In response to declining enrollment, MAPS hosted 
community focus groups to explore options to make the 
“Best Use of  the Best Buildings” throughout MAPS. 

Other notable fi ndings in the report presented to the 
School Board include:

• Only 52% of  the Prairie River Middle School building 
is being utilized. Future maintenance costs are projected 
at $34.3 million. 

• Only 56% of  the Merrill High School (MHS) building 
is being utilized. This is one of  the reasons the base 
plan proposes to move MAPS District O�  ces to the 
MHS building, to utilize space already available. Future 
maintenance costs are projected at $28.5 million. 

• 74% of  the Washington School building is being 
utilized, and 77% of  the Kate Goodrich building is being 
utilized, with $7.2 million and $8.4 million in upcoming 
maintenance needs, respectively.

• Currently 0% of  the Je� erson School building is being 
utilized, and that building will require a $6.3 million future 
maintenance investment, making it an excellent candidate 
to be utilized as proposed in the base plan.

• The future investment dollars allocated to the PRSYL 
building ($2 million), maintenance shop ($1 million), 
District O�  ce ($1.4 million), storage building (old NAC) 
($1 million), current NAC building ($1.3 million) ... totaling 
$6.7 million will cease to be a concern once those buildings 
are demolished/sold if  the base plan is implemented. 

No debt is a plus, but still coming up short
Of signifi cant note, MAPS has no debt, and MAPS 

Superintendent Shannon Murray said that is not the norm. 
Most school districts carry the weight and cost of  debt for 
past investments as an ongoing expense. This lack of  debt 
is a positive. However, according to the report presented 
to the School Board, MAPS also has the lowest property 
tax mill rate in our conference and one of  the lowest in the 
entire state, at just $5.14 for 2022-23. Note:  The MAPS mill 
rate for 2023-24 is $5.84 as a result of  the change in the state’s 
guidelines implemented last summer which enabled the 
district to increase tax levies for operating expenses from 
$7.71 million to $9.81 million and subsequently raised taxes 
for most area homeowners to roughly the rate it was prior 
to the expiration of  the most recent MAPS referendum. 
This, combined with adjustments to sta�  ng and expenses 
made prior to the beginning of  the 2023-24 year, put MAPS 
in a position to manage this year’s operational budget 
without referendum. However, it doesn’t provide for the 
funds to meet all the building maintenance needs identifi ed 
in the comprehensive study and it doesn’t provide for the 
$16 million needed to implement the proposed base plan 
to better utilize the district’s existing facilities based on 
current enrollment.

Next steps
Voters would need to approve a capital referendum to 

fund the project; the current base plan is estimated to cost 
$16 million. 

When asked to provide a summary, Foster from School 
Perceptions said at the School Board meeting, “What 
did we learn? A majority of  all subgroups support the 
District exploring a capital referendum. A majority of  all 
subgroups also would support the base plan as described 
in the survey. If  the election were held today, voters would 
likely approve this recommended base plan.”

The MAPS administration and Board of  Education 
will continue to study and discuss this important subject 
moving forward, the press release said.

“We are very grateful for the survey responses from our 
community and sta� ,” said Murray. “This input is critical 
to help inform and guide decision-making by the School 
Board and administration in the coming weeks regarding a 
facilities referendum in the future.”

Questions can be directed to Shannon Murray, MAPS 
Superintendent, at 715.536.4581 or via email at shannon.
murray@mapsedu.org.

LCHS November 
Honorariums

The Lincoln County Humane Society would like to 
thank everyone who donated in honor of  a loved one in 
November:

Marilyn Kufahl by Dennis & Sharon Karow, Shirley 
May Borchardt, Kay Hall, Francis & Cindy Stieber, Jill 
Kraft, Je� rey & Susan Kraft, Jennifer & Billie Schwede, 
Sandra Gottschalk, Festis, Hank, Bocephus, Spin by 
Carolyn Byer; Warren “Cub” Fischer by Arnold & 
Elizabeth Lange, Carol Wyma, Rebecca Hafemeister, 
Margo & Brad Pophal, Kathryn Pophal, Family & 
Friends; Carl Duley by Arnold & Elizabeth Lange; Sassy 
the cat by Julie & Alan Coss; Garrett Walters by Glenda 
Cunningham; Phillip Kohrs by Ingrid Erickson; Ron & 
Linda Fischer by Family; Donna Eckerle by Maxine & 
Jay Tlusty; Missy the dog by Bill & Carol Sparr, James 
& Jan Hansford; Mike Loka by Judy Sargent (Lincoln 
County Health Department); and Michelle P. Latsch by 
Colleen Hickman, Jerrod Sippel, and Matt Hickman.

Your support is greatly appreciated!
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2024 WINTER MERRILL HIGH
SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
2024 WINTER MERRILL HIGH
SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE

The Sports Calendar of
events is sponsored by:

Girls Basketball (Varsity, JV & JV2)
Fri. Jan. 5 Stevens Point (JV and JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 5 Stevens Point (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 9 WI Rapids Lincoln (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan. 9 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV, JV2 & JV3)
Fri. Jan. 5 Stevens Point (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 5 Stevens Point (JV3) Away 6:30 pm
Fri. Jan. 5 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 9 WI Rapids Lincoln (JV3) Away 4:15 pm
Tues. Jan. 9 WI Rapids Lincoln (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan. 9 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Thur. Jan. 4 Stevens Point (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm
Thur. Jan. 11 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm

Boys Wrestling (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Jan. 4 Stevens Point (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm
Sat. Jan. 6 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 8:00 am
Thurs. Jan. 11 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Home 6:30 pm

Ice Hockey (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Jan. 4 Marsh�eld (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 4 Marsh�eld (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 11 D. C. Everest (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 11 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 33
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Remington Skic

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Remington Skic, a Freshman at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week. Remington
started wrestling when he was four years old (his dad coached), �rst for the Junior Jays, then Prairie River
Middle School (PRMS), and now is on the MHS Varsity Wrestling Team, competing at 126 pounds. He has also
played football in seventh and eighth grades at PRMS and this year for MHS on the JV2 team as a Defensive
Back. Remington also plays baseball, having started in Little League and also playing Babe Ruth baseball in
seventh and eighth grades, and plans to play for MHS this spring.

At school, Remington is a member of Junior Optimists and Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and his favorite
class is Intro to Business.

In his free time he likes to hunt (deer, geese, bear, turkey), go snowmobiling, and go ice �shing; and he is pretty
involved in sports all year long.

The son of Brenda and Wally Skic of Merrill, he has not yet decided on his career path following high school
graduation.

Real RewardsChecking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APYmay change at any time after your
account is opened, at the discretion ofNicoletNational Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If quali�cations aremet for the quali�cation cycle, Tier 1: �eportion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000will
earn 3.00%APY. Tier 2: �eportion of your balance that is over $15,000will earn 0.01%APY. �eAPY for Tier 2will range from0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If quali�cations are notmet for the
quali�cation cycle, your entire balancewill earn 0.01%APY. Youmust enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each quali�cation cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions donot count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. DisclosedAPY assumes all interest remains ondeposit.
Fees andwithdrawals of interest will reduce earnings andAPY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. SeeNicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

NicoletBank.com | 800.369.0226

Real Rewards Checking
THOUSANDS HAVE EARNED $20 MILLION
IN THE LAST 12 YEARS! READY TO BE ONE OF THEM?
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at Northern Exposure Tournament

The Merrill Varsity 
Wrestling Team competed 
in two Christmas 
tournaments.

Hodag Scramble in 
Rhinelander

On Dec. 21, 2023, the 
Bluejays wrestled in 
the Hodag scramble in 
Rhinelander. Merrill took 
5th out of  the 26 teams. 
Two Varsity Merrill 
wrestlers took home wins 
in their weight class:  
Dusty Schmirler at 106 
and Allison Hunter at 
114 in the Girl’s Division. 
“Dusty and Allison had 
great days, pinning all their 
opponents,” said Merrill 
Varsity Wrestling Head 

Coach Brian Suchocki. 
“Dusty continues to 
improve weekly. Allison 
has competed many years 
and it continues to pay o� 
on the mat.”

Remington Skic, Callum 
Wheeler, and Mikal Plautz 
all took third place in their 
weight classes. 

“Remington stayed 
aggressive in all his 
matches,” Suchocki said. 
“He lost a tough match in 
the semis. I’m impressed 
with his work ethic and 
attitude as he continues to 
evolve.”

“Callum is stepping it 
up this year. Callum really 
dominated in his third 
place match against a tough 

opponent,” he said.
“And Mikal is putting 

it together as a Senior,” 

Suchocki said. “Other 
coaches are taking notice of  
how much he has improved. 
Mikal made the most of  his 
third place match by getting 
a pin over his opponent.”

Northern Exposure 
tournament

Merrill hosted the 
Northern Exposure 
tournament on Dec. 28 
and emerged the Team 
Champions. Merrill 
competed against Crivitz, 
East Troy, Marquette 
Senior, Oconto, Sauk 
Prairie, Waukesha 
South, Wausau East, and 
Wisconsin Dells.

“We wrestled well 
as a team and got 
better throughout the 
tournament,” Suchocki 
said. “Even though we are 
young as a team, we are 
starting to come together.”

“Even when we lose we 
are battling,” he said. “In 
the last dual against Sauk 
Prairie, the runner-up, we 
wrestled with intensity and 
focus.”

“You could see the 
wrestlers wanted it for 
each other,” Suchocki said. 
“We had some outstanding 
performances from all 
the wrestlers. Leading the 
way were Jayden Graap 
(120), Brady Norton (138), 
Callum Wheeler (144), Jace 
Olson (175), and Mikal 
Plautz (285) with 7 wins 
and 0 losses throughout the tournament.”

“Jayden had his first 
action with the Varsity 
team and looked good,” he 
said. “It was great to get 
him in the lineup.”

“Brady is now starting 
to put together some 
solid performances, and 
he wrestled really well,” 
Suchocki said. 

“Callum established 
himself  and now is picking 
up momentum going into 
the second half  of  the 
season.”

“It was a special 
tournament for Jace,” 
Suchocki said. “Not only 
did he go 7-0, but he received 
the award for the most pins 
in the least amount of  time. 
It was great to see him 

compete so well. Jace is 
using good technique, and 
it’s showing in the results.”

“Mikal showed some 
emotion after his last 
match and really got the 
team fired up,” he said. “We 
need that.”

Wrestlers with 6 wins 
were Dusty Schmirler 
(106), Remington Skic (126), 
Hunter Opper (165), Austin 
Depies (190), and Noah Klug 
(215). Brett Suchocki (132) 
had 5 wins. 

“Overall it was a great 
e�ort by the team,” Coach 
Suchoski said. “We are 
looking forward to the 
second half  of  the season 
starting with the SPASH 
dual at home on Jan. 4.” 

Dusty Schmirler is the Champion in his weight class at the 
Hodag Scramble tournament.

Photos courtesy of Merrill Wrestling Program.

Brady Norton goes 7-0 at Northern Exposure.

The Merrill Varsity Wrestling Team takes the Team Championship 
at the Northern Exposure wrestling tournament.

Allison Hunter wrestles her opponent. She took �rst place in 
her weight class in the Girl’s Division at the Hodag Scramble 
tournament in Rhinelander.

Mikal Plautz goes 7-0 at Northern Exposure.




