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The 57th Venison Feed was held on W. Wisconsin Ave. in downtown Tomahawk on Friday, Nov. 17. For decades, the event has served as a kickoff for Wisconsin’s nine-day gun deer hunting season. 
The Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce, which organized the event, said 1,600 free venison burgers were served within an hour and a half. “Thank you for the support for the community 
and our sponsors,” the Chamber said. “We will see you next year at the 58th Feed!” Photo courtesy of the Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce

With Bambinos closing after 24 years, Nacho’s 
to rent space ahead of restaurant rebuild

A&L Committee discusses Pine Crest offer in closed session, takes no action
BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

MERRILL – The Lincoln 
County Administrative and 
Legislative (A&L) Commit-

tee this week discussed an 
o� er to purchase Pine Crest 
Nursing Home from the 
county, but ultimately took 
no action on the o� er.

During its meeting at the 
Lincoln County Service 

Center in Merrill on Tues-
day, Nov. 21, the committee 
adjourned into closed ses-
sion, per Wisconsin stat-
utes, to talk over a proposal 
to buy the Merrill facility 
from Lincoln County.

After reconvening into 
open session and taking no 
action on items discussed 
in closed session, Commit-
tee Chair Don Friske said 
that when the committee 
has an “actionable item,” 

a meeting will be held and 
public notice of  the meeting 
will be provided, according 
to meeting minutes.

The A&L Committee’s 
next meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Dec. 6.

In the event the A&L 
Committee were to vote to 
accept an o� er to purchase 
Pine Crest, the o� er would 
be forwarded to the full Lin-
coln County Board of  Su-
pervisors for consideration.

BY SUANNE VANNATTER
TOMAHAWK – It was 

Thursday, Nov. 2 as Randy 
Vannatter was driving to 
Bambinos to start his day, 
as he has for the past 10 
years, when he saw the om-
inous cloud of  smoke ris-
ing from downtown Toma-
hawk. 

The fi re sadly destroyed 
two of  our businesses: An-
drea Krueger’s Century 21 
o�  ce and Nacho’s Mexican 
Grill.

That day also marks the 
beginning of  the end of  an 
era for Bambinos.

Bambinos was started in 
Dec. 1999 by Mike and Tina 
Vannatter in the space that 
Tomahawk Furniture is in 
currently, and if  you called 
to order pizza, you would 
hear, “Bambinos – greatest 
pizza in the world!”

After much success, they 
relocated the business to its 
current location at 204 W. 
Wisconsin Ave. and added 
gluten-free options. In 
2013, they sold Bambinos to 
Mike’s brother, Randy, and 
his wife, SuAnne, who car-
ried on the pizza tradition, 
expanding the all-you-can-
eat bu� et with a large and 
fresh salad bar.

In 2020, with the state-
wide shutdown, Bambinos 

survived with the already 
busy delivery service. 

With the reopening and 
resulting sta�  ng needs, 
Randy began to consider 
the option of  selling the 
business. There was no 
thought another restaurant 
would one day need space 
until their building could 
be rebuilt, but the morning 
of  Nov. 2 changed that. 

Andrea Krueger, work-
ing without an o�  ce, gra-
ciously and quickly assisted 

the two restaurant owners 
to negotiate an agreement 
to allow Nacho’s to rent the 
space. 

The good news is the food 
truck will still be available 
for future local events and 
pizza catering!

Bambinos’ fi nal day will 
be Saturday, Dec. 2, from 3 
p.m. to 8 p.m., serving pizza 
only. Our sta�  has worked 
hard with the increased 
orders from everyone who 
has wanted their last expe-

rience of  Bambinos these 
past three weeks, includ-
ing some driving up from 
Illinois.

Once again, Randy and 
SuAnne, along with Mike 
and Tina and their fami-

lies, want to say they are 
beyond grateful to the 
community for their loyal 
patronage, feeling blessed 
to have o� ered a family-
friendly place to gather, eat 
and make memories for 24 

years. 
We have been amazed by 

the love and response from 
everyone, confi rming Bam-
binos just may be the great-
est pizza in the world!

Pictured, from left: SuAnne, Randy, Mike and Tina Vannatter.

Pictured are Randy of Bambinos (left) and Nacho of Nacho’s Mexican Grill.
Photos courtesy of SuAnne Vannatter
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Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:

VINTAGE MEMORABILIA (MARK YOUR CALENDARS)
Expo Center,, 303 N. Sales St. Merrill

See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!
Neon Lighted Budweiser Sign • Lighted Blatz Sign • Miller Signs • Old Style

Signs • Decorative Boat Sculptures • Antique Letter Cabinet Shelves •
Copper Boiler • Heineken Display Case • Large Glass Front Hutch • 4 Poster
Bed • 6 Padded Oak Chairs • 4 Drawer Dresser • Blur Mountain Woodcraft
Dresser • Oak Cedar Chest • Collection of Baskets • Rugs • Crosley Record

Player & Radio Combo • Outdoor Table & Chairs • Wood Frame Electric
Fireplace • Red & White Enamel Table and Much Much More!

www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230 & Deb Woller, WI Lic #3081

32
98

29

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

2
2

5
9

1
8

PICK UP A

AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

Crossroads

Trig’s

Great Lakes Foods

Holiday

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store

Need Pet Food?
If it is a hardship to
feed your pet,

Paws 2 Think can help.

is a non-pro�t organization
to help local pets in need.
For more information, call
Sunnie at 715-612-5866 32
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Page 2  •  Wednesday, November 29, 2023 TOMAHAWK LEADER www.tomahawkleader.com2 Our Sisters’ House, Salvation Army of Tomahawk 
awarded Green Bay Packers Foundation grants

MAC Home in Merrill also among Lincoln County recipients
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – A trio 
of  Lincoln County organi-
zations, including two in 
Tomahawk, were recently 
awarded grant funding 
from the Green Bay Pack-
ers Foundation.

The Green Bay Pack-
ers Foundation, on Mon-
day, Nov. 20, announced 
that it had distributed a 
record $1.5 million in an-
nual grants to 321 civic 
and charitable groups 
throughout the state of  
Wisconsin in its annual 
distribution of  grants. 

Michael Barber, chair-
person of  the Foundation, 
made the announcement, 
honoring and recognizing 
the outstanding efforts 
and services performed by 
each of  the organizations.

Of  the Foundation’s 
contributions, 40 grants 
– aggregating $189,500.00 
– were awarded to Brown 
County organizations. 

Additional grants, to-
taling $1,310,500.00, were 
made to 281 other groups 
around the state.

A release from the Foun-
dation said this year’s 
grant cycle “focused on 
organizations that will 
direct the funds toward 
the need areas of  elderly, 
homelessness, human ser-
vices and hunger.” 

Grants were awarded to 
organizations located in 
50 of  Wisconsin’s 72 coun-
ties, with 43 grants going 
to the elderly, 66 to home-
lessness, 135 to human 
services and 77 to hunger.

Our Sisters’ House Tem-
porary Homeless Shelter 

in Tomahawk, the Salva-
tion Army of  Tomahawk 
and the Merrill Commu-
nity Homeless Shelter, 
also known as MAC Home, 
each received grant fund-
ing.

Other local grant recip-
ients included the North-
woods Alliance for Tem-
porary Housing and the 
Rhinelander Area Food 
Pantry, both located in 
Oneida County; the Taylor 
County Literacy Council; 
and Feed Our Rural Kids 
Inc. and Prince of  Peace 
Lutheran Church, both in 
Vilas County.

The grants awarded by 
the Foundation are not re-
curring and must be used 
for the specific program 
or initiative for which the 
organizations applied, ac-
cording to the release.

“We’re proud to award 
a record $1.5 million 
through our annual Pack-
ers Foundation grants 
this year,” said Packers 
President/CEO Mark 

Murphy. “The recipient 
organizations are incred-
ibly dedicated to their 
communities, serving 
some of  our most vulner-
able neighbors. We are 
honored to recognize and 
support their impactful 
and crucial work.”

The Foundation said it 
has now has distributed 
more than $22,542,000.00 
for charitable purposes 
since it was established 
in 1986 by Judge Robert J. 
Parins, then president of  
the Packers Corporation, 
“as a vehicle to assure 
continued contributions 
to charity.”

“Additionally, under 
the Packers Scholarship 
Program established 
in 2002, $53,000.00 was 
awarded – $26,500.00 to 
Scholarships Inc., for dis-
tribution to students in 
four-year colleges, and 
$26,500.00 to Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege (NWTC) – for distri-
bution to students in two-

year associate degree or 
apprenticeship trades pro-
grams,” the Foundation 
stated. “A portion of  the 
scholarship funds come 
from National Football 
League Properties which, 
at the Packers’ request, 
returns to the Founda-
tion royalty fees paid for 
using the Packers logo 
on Wisconsin automobile 
license plates. Because 
the royalties do not fully 
cover the scholarships, 
the Green Bay Packers 
fund the remainder of  the 
amount, a figure which to-
tals $557,000.00 since 2006. 
As in recent years, the 
Packers Foundation will 
also distribute additional 
dollars to various NFL 
Foundation programs in 
the coming months.”

The Green Bay Pack-
ers Foundation Trustees, 
in addition to Barber, in-
clude Dexter McNabb, Jan 
Allman, LeRoy Butler, Ed-
die Garcia, Mike Haddad, 
Jeffrey Joerres, Wilson 
Jones, Laurie Radke and 
Mike Simmer.

The Packers Founda-
tion and its annual grants 
are part of  Green Bay 
Packers Give Back, the 

Packers’ all-encompass-
ing community outreach 
initiative that comprises 
appearances made by 
players, alumni, coaches 
and staff, football out-
reach, cash and in-kind 
donations, Make-A-Wish 
visits and community 
events.

Including $1.5 million 
in annual grants and a 
total of  $1.5 million in im-
pact grants to Foster the 
Village Inc., Journey To 
Adult Success, Journeys 
Lutheran School, Just 
One More Ministry Inc., 
Medical College of  Wis-
consin, NeighborWorks 
Green Bay, School District 
of  South Milwaukee and 
Urban League of  Greater 
Madison Inc., as well as 
$250,000.00 to Give BIG 
Green Bay and $5,000.00 
to the American Legion 
Sullivan Wallen Post 11, 
$3.255 million has been 
awarded through Packers 
Foundation grants this 
year.

To learn more about the 
Green Bay Packers Foun-
dation, visit www.packers.
com/community/packers-
foundation.

BRAND YOUR BUSINESS TO LINCOLN COUNTY! BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS IS A MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT.

Call 715-453-2151 to advertise today!



O’Tannenbaum Tour

ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH
903 E. Second St • Merrill

See the beautiful decorated live trees.

All trees, wreaths and baskets
available for raffle

Sat. Dec. 7th - 10:00AM - 7:00PM

Sun. Dec. 8th - 10:00AM - 3:00PM

ADMISSION: $3.00 EACH, 6 - 11 $1.00 EACH

BENEFITS LINCOLN CO 4-H & MERRILL COMMUNITY

Sat. Dec. 2nd - 10:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun. Dec. 3rd - 10:00AM - 2:00PM

ADMISSION: $3.00 EACH, 6 - 11 $1.00 EACH
BENEFITS LINCOLN CO 4-H &

MERRILL & TOMAHAWK COMMUNITIES 32
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Pictured are Pat Pietela and daughter Carmi, and Dennis Mannering of First Congregational 
Church. Photos courtesy of Dennis Mannering

Pictured are bell ringing scheduler Win Semmler and wife, Joanne.

The Salvation Army of Tomahawk’s Red Kettle Campaign is now underway. Honorary Chairperson 
Terry Derleth and a volunteer ringer from Grace Lutheran Church kicked off the fundraising effort 
at Trig’s on Friday, Nov. 17. The Salvation Army is continuing to seek volunteer bell ringers. To 
sign up for a time to ring, call Win at 630-667-3250 or visit www.registertoring.com.



Janiece Maxine Colvin was born Aug. 4, 1930 to Alverda
and Em mett Colvin and died peace fully in her sleep sur ‐
rounded by lov ing fam ily on Nov. 13, 2023. There was a lot
of liv ing in be tween.
Janiece grew up dur ing the De pres sion. Her fa ther was a
dairy farmer and mother was a teacher. Their family had
very little fi nan cially, but were rich with love. Janiece began
her ed u ca tion in a one room coun try school and grad u ated
from Strat ford High School. In 1948 she started at the
Stevens Point Teach ers Col lege where she met Don ald Hen ‐
drick and began a 40-year re la tion ship.
After Don fin ished col lege, he took a job in Grand Marais,
Mich. Don and Janiece were mar ried June 14, 1952 at the
Catholic church in Grand Marais and she be came Janiece
Hen drick. On July 14, 1953 they had their first child, John.
After three years in Grand Marais, Don got a job at the ju ‐
nior high school in Tom a hawk. In be tween hav ing three
more chil dren (Kevin, Mary and Ann), Janiece taught at the
Bradley, Hi awatha, and Whit tier schools until 1960. In 1964,
they had a fifth child, Lois. Janiece con tin ued to teach el e ‐
men tary school in Tom a hawk. The fam ily trav eled many
places in the United States, often for Don’s ed u ca tional pur ‐
suits. This likely sparked Janiece’s keen in ter est in con tin ued
trav els through out her long life. Win ters were spent in Tom a ‐
hawk snow mo bil ing and sum mers at their land on Somo
Lake.
When Don Hen drick died un ex pect edly in 1986 at the age of
58, it was a ter ri ble shock. With the sup port of her friends,
fam ily and church, Janiece car ried on. Janiece lived her life
to the fullest in the years that fol lowed. She com pleted her
mas ter’s de gree in ed u ca tion, and con tin ued teach ing until
1991, when she re tired after 35 years in the class room. She
was very ac tive in the Methodist church in Tom a hawk, and
lived a life rich in ser vice. She be came ac tive in many ed u ‐
ca tional orga ni za tions, serv ing on boards and com mit tees for
Cen tral Wis con sin Ed u ca tors, CESA and WEAC. She was
heav ily in volved in the Amer i can Le gion Aux il iary, serv ing
as pres i dent of the local unit, dis trict 11 and then at the state
level.
In 1994, Janiece found com pan ion ship with Bill Fis cher.
They mar ried and she be came Janiece Fis cher. They spent 23
happy years to gether and trav eled ex ten sively to Rus sia,
Africa, Alaska, and all over the United States. After Bill died
in 2017, Janiece per se vered and con tin ued liv ing inde pen ‐
dently for years.
At the ven er able age of 93, her phys i cal body wore out, but
her in domitable spirit lives on in heaven with her par ents,
twin sis ters, two beloved hus bands, a grand son and friends
that have passed be fore her. Janiece is sur vived by her five
chil dren – John (Sara) Hen drick, Kevin (Jill) Hen drick,
Mary Hen drick, Ann Hen drick and Lois (Tim) Har ri son. She
is fur ther sur vived by her grand chil dren Megan, Rowan,
Allie, Winona, Dono van, Rachel, Jim, Isa iah, Travis, Kaden
and Devin, and great-grand chil dren Han nah, Hazel and Wil ‐
low.
Janiece Max ine Colvin Hen drick Fis cher had a pro found im ‐
pact on thou sands of peo ple and will be re mem bered fondly
as a car ing teacher, lov ing wife, mother, grand mother, great-
grand mother, and stead fast friend. She was gen er ous, lov ing,
sup port ive, funny, stub born, an ad vo cate for those who
needed it, well dressed, and pa tri otic to her core. We are all
blessed to have known her.
The fam ily wishes to thank the won der ful staff at The Wil ‐
lows in Iola, Wis., who pro vided Janiece with a happy and
car ing liv ing en vi ron ment in her final years, and the Com ‐
pas sus hos pice team who helped her live in dig nity and com ‐
fort to the end.
Fu neral ser vices will be held Sat ur day, Dec. 9 at the Boston
Fu neral Home, 1649 Briggs St., Stevens Point. Vis i ta tion
will be from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and the ser vice starts at 11
a.m. For those in ter ested in at tend ing the fu neral ser vices,
the fam ily re quests that you wear bright col ors to honor
Janiece’s per son al ity and wardrobe pref er ences in life. Bur ial
ser vice to be held at Cal vary Ceme tery in Tom a hawk on
Wednes day, Nov. 29, 1 p.m.

Nels Fredrick Thomme sen,
age 88, of Oconomowoc and
Tom a hawk, Wis., passed away
qui etly on Nov. 12, 2023, in
Lehigh Acres, Fla. He was
born on Oct. 23, 1935, in West
Allis, Wis., to Helga and Olaf
Thomme sen. The fam ily
moved to Okauchee about
1952 and he grad u ated from
Oconomowoc High School in
1954.
Nels served in the U.S. Navy
from 1955 to 1957 in Great

Lakes, Ill., and later Nor folk, Va., as a FPG3, Pip efit ter/Fire ‐
man on the USS Sierra (AD-18). Hon or ably dis charged, he
had a suc cess ful ca reer at Thor Power Tools and Au rora
Pump Sup ply until re tire ment in 1996 as Vice Pres i dent.
His great est joy came from liv ing on Lac La Belle with his
wife, Judy, of 24 years and their four cher ished chil dren. For
many years, he sailed as part of the Yacht Club, in the sum ‐
mer, and ran with the Frozen Butts In cor po rated (FBI)
Snow mo bile Club in the win ter. As ac tive as they were, at
the end of day, there was al ways time to enjoy sip ping a
vodka and tonic while watch ing the mag i cal sun sets over
Lac La Belle and later from his deck in Tom a hawk.
Nels had a va ri ety of tal ents and in ter ests in his life. If he
wasn’t en joy ing races at any of the mul ti ple tracks he would
at tend, he would be root ing for his fa vorite NASCAR dri ‐
vers. In July, he was al ways ex cited to get to see the Offen ‐
hauser-Miller cars at state fair park. He was in awe of the
Thun der birds and would go to the EAA shows to see the war
birds fly. As a good Nor we gian, Nels had a fun sense of
humor. Al ways mak ing silly faces when slurp ing down raw
oys ters and Lute fisk but fol low ing it up with a quirky smile
and proclaim ing “SO GOOOD!” He was a kind soul with a
big heart and big ger hugs. Pas sion ate to help any of his mul ‐
ti tude of friends at a given no tice.
Nels will be deeply missed by his sis ter, Grace Thomme sen,
his chil dren, Kim berly (Paul) Car pen ter, Tim o thy (Dawn)
Thomme sen, Terry Kren zelok, Scott (Sara) Thomme sen,
nine grand chil dren, four great-grand chil dren, count less ex ‐
tended fam ily and friends, and his ever-loyal lap buddy,
Thommy 2.
He was pre ceded in death by his lov ing wife of 24 years,
Judy Hales Thomme sen, his par ents, Olaf, and Helga Paul ‐
son Thomme sen, his broth ers, Mil ton (Ruth), Ivar (Pat),
Wes ley (Fusako "Dee"), nephew Michael (Anna)
Ewanowski, and his sis ters-in-law, Penny (Pete) Fran cisco
and Leslie (Jim) Mueller.
The fam ily wishes to ex tend our deep est ap pre ci a tion to
Dawn Thomme sen, daugh ter-in-law, for the care and ded i ca ‐
tion given to Nels, and spe cial thanks to Hope Hos pice of
Florida, the V.A. of Florida, Rhinelander, Mil wau kee, Wis.,
and Iron Moun tain, Mich.
The fam ily is plan ning a 2024 sum mer gath er ing in
Oconomowoc to honor Nels’ life. A GO FUND ME PAGE
has been set up at www. gofund. me/ 18062523 to pur chase a
City of Oconomowoc Park bench in his mem ory for friends
and family, to sit, relax and take in a Lac La Belle sunset that
he and Judy en joyed so much. Do na tions are ap pre ci ated.
In the words of one of dad’s fa vorite singers, Vera Lynn
“Until we’ll meet again.”

Dr. Oscar A. Hilde brandt,
age 89, of Tom a hawk, passed
away on Tues day, No vem ber 7,
2023, at As pirus Tom a hawk
Hos pi tal. Oscar was born at his
fam ily home in the Town of
Rhine, WI, on June 7, 1934, to
the late Oscar H. and Clara
(Hagenow) Hilde brandt. He
was mar ried to Mary Wuest on
No vem ber 24, 1962; she sur ‐
vives.
Oscar grew up in Kiel, WI,
where he was a 1952 gradu ate
of Kiel High School. He later
at tended the Uni ver sity of Wis ‐

con sin Madi son fol lowed by Vet eri nary School in Min ‐
nesota, grad u at ing in 1958. Oscar started the Med ford Vet eri ‐
nary Clinic and op er ated the clinic until his re tire ment in
1990. Oscar and Mary moved to Tom a hawk 30 years ago
and have been long time mem bers of the First Con gre ga tional
Church of Tom a hawk.
He en joyed in vest ing and loved trav el ing the world with his
wife. He was an avid Green Bay Pack ers fan and sea son
ticket holder. Oscar had helped orga nize and was a mem ber
of the board of di rec tors for Med ford Na tional Bank. He
served on the Med ford School Board for 24 years, and he
also served on the Wis con sin Vet eri nary Board. He was a
for mer mem ber of the Jaycees.
Sur vivors in clude his wife of over 60 years, Mary E. Hilde ‐
brandt; his sons, Dr. Hugh H. Hilde brandt and Kurt E. Hilde ‐
brandt; and his daugh ter, Denise J. Hilde brandt. He is fur ther
sur vived by his four grand chil dren, Dal ton, Hunter, Rowan,
and Ennis. He was pre ceded in death by his par ents, Oscar
H. and Clara Hilde brandt.
Fu neral ser vices for Dr. Oscar Hilde brandt were held on
Mon day, No vem ber 13, 2023, at 1:00 PM, at the First Con ‐
gre ga tional Church of Tom a hawk. Pas tors Den nis and
Wendy Man ner ing offi ci ated. The fam ily re ceived friends for
vis i ta tion on Mon day from 11:00 AM until the time of ser ‐
vices at 1:00 PM. Pri vate fam ily bur ial ser vices were held on
Tues day, No vem ber 14, at Evergreen Ceme tery II in Med ‐
ford, WI. Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory of Tom a ‐
hawk is as sist ing the fam ily.
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Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using the
Bible as the authority for my answers.
Over the last few weeks we have looked at Romans 1 and 2

and its description of the fact that God does not judge us all by
the same standard (Bible or conscience), but He does judge
us all by the same principle (what did we do with what we
knew). Today, we shall look at Romans 3:1-8, which continues
the discussion of the last �ve verses of chapter 2.
In Romans 2:25-29, we saw that religious practices (like

circumcision) mean nothing if we are not obeying the moral
teachings of God’s law. But if the Gentiles who did not have
God’s law were obeying the moral teachings of God’s law,
then their obedience would make them just as good as
the Jews who had God’s law with its religious instruction
(circumcision). Chapter 3, verse 1, starts with the question,
Then what good was it for the Jews to have God’s law and its
religious instructions (such as circumcision)? The answer in
verse 2 is that the Jew had every advantage over the Gentiles
because at least they knew what God wanted – they had
God’s message (oracles of God).
Verse 3 than asks, What if the Jews did not believe God,

did their unbelief cancel out all that God said? The answer
in verse 4 is, Don’t even entertain such a question! Why?
Because what God said to the Jew was true, and even if no
one believed God, God’s message would still be true! The
writer then closes this verse with a quote from Psalm 51:4,
its message was that when God judges us, the faithfulness of
God’s judgment will be shown by what God had already said
in His law.
Beginning with verse 5, we are confronted by the question,

If our unbelief (unrighteousness) gives to God the opportunity
to show that His judgment is fair, then isn’t God being unfair
when He condemns us for not believing Him? That is a twisted
argument used to defend unbelief against God’s judgment
against unbelief, but the answer is again, Don’t even entertain
such a question! How could God judge if He never made
known what it is that He expects from us (verse 6). Earlier,
we saw in Romans 2:12- 16 that we all know what God wants
both through His written law and through the conscience that
He has given to us.
Verses 7 and 8 continue this argument, let me paraphrase

it for you; If the justness of God’s judgment is shown when He
judges me for my unbelief and sin, then God should really be
thanking me for the opportunity my unbelief gives to Him to
display how fair He is, rather than judging me for not believing
Him. This really is twisted logic. Verse 8 concludes with a reply
to such foolish thinking, Anyone who think this way deserves
God’s judgment (damnation).
The essence of these verses is that what God has said is

true, whether we believe it or not. And there is no argument
that we could possibly give that would protect us from God’s
just condemnation of unbelief.

Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk
bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com

DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Louis Maram Reddy, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk

297980

Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066

Worship Times:
Sat., 5 pm • Sun., 9 am

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.org

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

201 West Merrill Ave., Tomahawk
9am Sunday Service & live-streamed on

our Facebook page.
Pastors- Janel and Mike Voelker
Assoc. Pastor- Jessica Mueller

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Tuesdays 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Mass Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 9am, Sabbath School: 10:15am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference

Howard (Butch) William
Hoff, 77, of Tom a hawk, passed
away Mon day, Nov. 20, 2023
at Howard Young Med ical
Cen ter, Woodruff. Howard was
born June 23, 1946 in Tom a ‐
hawk the son of Howard and
Mar ion (Van Nor man) Hoff.
Howard grad u ated from Tom a ‐
hawk High School in 1964. He
worked in the con struc tion in ‐
dus try and re tired in 2007 from
Tom a hawk Log Homes. He
was united in mar riage to
Nancy Boykins on July 11,
1964 in Tom a hawk.

Howard loved spend ing time at the log cabin he built. He
loved being out doors and was hap pi est when he had dirt
under his nails or hip boots on his feet. He was an avid veg ‐
etable gar dener and grew a huge beau ti ful veg etable gar den.
One would have a diffi cult time find ing any weeds in his
gar den. Howard was a Brewer and Packer fan and en joyed
all sports. He en joyed hunt ing, fish ing, trap ping and play ing
golf. Howard’s faith was also very im por tant to him. Howard
es pe cially loved spend ing time with his fam ily.
He may have been a man of few words but he al ways had a
great sense of humor. He is going to be deeply missed by
many.
He is sur vived by his wife Nancy of 59 years, their three
chil dren, Brad Hoff, Re becca (Charles) Jaecks, and Brendt
Hoff, all of Tom a hawk; four grand chil dren; two great-grand ‐
daugh ters and one great-great-grand daugh ter; sis ters, Sharon
(Robert) Eisen man, Tom a hawk, Cindy (Bob) West cott, Tom ‐
a hawk, Deb bie (Glen) Pow ers, Tom a hawk; and brother-in-
law, Char lie (Teri) Wil son, Illi nois.
Howard was pre ceded in death by his par ents, his sis ter,
Kathy Wil son, daugh ter-in-law Lori and his grand son.
Memo r ial Mass will be held at 11 a.m. on Mon day, Dec., 4,
2023 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church with Fa ther Louis
Maram Reddy offi ci at ing with a lun cheon served af ter wards
in the Cor pus Christi Hall. No vis i ta tion will be held per his
wishes.
Krueger-Nims gern Fu neral Home is as sist ing the fam ily with
the arrange ments.
On line con do lences for the fam ily may be di rected to www. 
nim sger nfun eral. com.
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Obituary updates are posted 
at www.tomahawkleader.com

OBITUARIES
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Cottrell’s Auto Repair LLCp
W5896 County Road A
Tomahawk,WI 54487
(715) 224-3433

33 Yrs Experience
cottrellsautorepair@charter.net

20
16

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

24
43

01

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 19 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

28
33

47
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GLARINGLY OBJECTIVE
AUDIT & TAX

WALK-INS
WELCOME! 32

44
75

AUDIT SERVICES & TAX PREPARATION

Set up your Individual Income Tax
appointment now for Feb. or Mar. 2024
& receive 15% off your tax prep!

NOW – 12/27/23

GOAT-LLC.COM
JESSE VENROOY • (715) 965-7821

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Ted Foley ~ Owner
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WI-0979A

foleystreeservice@gmail.com

Tomahawk:
715-453-2407
Minocqua:

715-358-2406

46
83

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• StumpGrinding
• Lot Clearing
• Plant Health Care

• StormDamage Cleanup
• PropertyWellness Evaluation
• Tree Preservation
• VegetationManagement

www.foleystreeservice.com

Thorne Construction LLC

Joseph Thorne
Fully Insured

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop-Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197
Your Dream Builder

26
31

44
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To have your professional service appear 
in this section, call 715-453-2151 today!

|BUSINESS DIRECTORY|

Chamber Ambassadors 
welcome L&S Truck Parts 
to downtown Tomahawk

Pictured with L&S Truck Parts co-owner Corey Steinmann are Chamber Ambassadors MaryLu 
Voermans, Bunny Kluka, Brena Reiche, Kristi Davis, Becky Jaecks, Sarah Ristau, Karrie Hess, 
Jennifer VanRixel and Jennifer Turkiewicz. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Turkiewicz

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The Tom-
ahawk Regional Chamber 
of  Commerce Ambassa-
dors recently stopped by 
L&S Truck Parts to wel-
come the new business to 
downtown Tomahawk.

L&S Truck Parts is lo-
cated at 214 W. Wisconsin 
Ave.

The Chamber said L&S 
offers everyday service 
items, as well as engine, 
transmission and brake 
parts.

“They also have a new 
line of  pickup truck and 
car accessories – running 
boards, Tonneau covers, 
floor mats, mud flaps, 
and the list goes on,” the 
Chamber stated.

Corey Steinmann’s fa-
ther started L&S Truck 
Service in Juda, Wis., in 
1978. The business fea-

tured a small bay ser-
vice shop for heavy duty 
trucks. In the early 2000s, 
another building was add-
ed, growing the business 
to nine service bays.

 After Corey’s father 
passed away in 2008, he 
and his brother took over 
the business, purchasing 
it from their mother sev-
eral years ago. 

“Vacationing in the 
Tomahawk area for years 
and really liking the area, 
they threw out the idea of  
adding a second facility 
as a parts-only store for 
heavy duty new and used 
truck parts, and here we 
are,” the Chamber stated, 
adding that at the time, 
the only building for sale 
was located downtown, 
and they were excited to 
come to the area to get 
started. 

The Chamber noted that 
while their current loca-
tion is “not ideal, with the 
current floorplan, they do 
have enough room for a 
showroom and everything 
that they want to do,” 
and down the road, the 
Steinmanns “hope to find 
a location where trucks 
could get in and out of  a 
little better, as well as a 
bay where they can get a 
truck in, not only to help 
diagnose, but provide the 
parts and service needed 
to get back on the road.”

“L&S Truck Parts is 
excited to be in Toma-
hawk and looks forward 
providing customers with 
superior products and 
services through a small 
and personable staff  of  
skilled and professional-
ly-trained employees,” the 
Chamber said.

Oneida County crash claims 
life of Sun Prairie man

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

ONEIDA COUNTY – A 
man from southern Wis-
consin was killed in a 
crash involving a semi-
truck in Oneida County 
last weekend.

A release from the Onei-
da County Sheri�’s O�ce 
said on Sunday, Nov. 19, 
at approximately 10:44 
a.m., the Sheri�’s O�ce 
responded to a 911 call re-
porting a motor vehicle ac-
cident at the intersection 
of  County Rd. K and U.S. 
Hwy. 51. 

Upon arrival, it ap-
peared that a southbound 
2018 Cadillac X5 was mak-

ing a left turn eastbound 
onto County Rd. K and 
turned in front of  a 2022 
Mack semi-truck, and the 
semi-truck struck the Ca-
dillac as it was making 
its turn, according to the 
Sheri�’s O�ce.

Lifesaving measures 
were given to the operator 
of  the Cadillac, identified 
by the Sheri�’s O�ce on 
Monday, Nov. 20 as Rob-
ert D. Canfield, 76, of  Sun 
Prairie, but Canfield was 
ultimately pronounced 
dead at the scene.

The operator of  the 
semi-truck, who was not 
identified by the Sheri�’s 
O�ce, was uninjured.

The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol is completing an acci-
dent reconstruction. 

The Oneida County 
Sheri�’s O�ce was as-
sisted at the scene by the 
Oneida County HAZMAT 
Team, Oneida County Am-
bulance Service, Lifelink 
Helicopter, Cassian Fire, 
Nokomis Fire and First 
Responders, the Minocqua 
and Woodru� police de-
partments and the Oneida 
County Highway Depart-
ment. 

U.S. Hwy. 51 in the area 
of  the incident was de-
toured for approximately 
five hours. 

One killed in head-on 
collision in Town of Bradley
BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

TOWN OF BRADLEY – 
One person was killed in 
a head-on collision in the 
Town of  Bradley last week.

According to a release 
from the Lincoln County 
Sheri�’s O�ce, on Wednes-
day, Nov. 22, at approxi-
mately 1:28 p.m., the Lin-
coln County 911 Dispatch 
Center received a report 
of  a two-vehicle head-on 
crash at the intersection of  
U.S. Hwy. 8 and Rapel Rd., 
north of  Tomahawk.

Callers reported that 
the driver of  one of  the 
vehicles was trapped and 

non-responsive.
The Sheri�’s O�ce said 

preliminary investigation 
and witness statements 
suggested that a pickup 
truck was traveling east-
bound when it crossed 
the centerline and struck 
a westbound utility work 
truck occupied by three 
male parties. 

The utility truck flipped 
into the ditch, and there 
were minor injuries re-
ported by the occupants, 
according to the Sheri�’s 
O�ce.

The operator of  the 
pickup truck, a 78-year-
old man who had not been 
identified by the Sheri�’s 
O�ce as of  press time on 

Monday, Nov. 27, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

U.S. Hwy. 8 was closed 
for approximately 5 ½ 
hours.

Agencies assisting the 
Lincoln County Sheri�’s 
O�ce at the scene includ-
ed Lincoln County EMS, 
Oneida County EMS, the 
Lincoln County Coroner’s 
O�ce, the Oneida County 
Sheri�’s O�ce, the Wis-
consin State Patrol, the 
Tomahawk Police Depart-
ment, the Tomahawk Fire 
Department, the Nokomis 
Fire Department, the Lin-
coln County Highway De-
partment and the Wiscon-
sin Department of  Trans-
portation (WisDOT).

WEATHER
DATE HIGH (°F) LOW (°F)
Sunday, Nov. 19 48 25
Monday, Nov. 20 41 28
Tuesday, Nov. 21 45 21

Wednesday, Nov. 22 39 28
Thursday, Nov. 23 30 9
Friday, Nov. 24 31 9
Saturday, Nov. 25 30 20



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
MERRILL STREET
DEPARTMENT

32
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69

Applications are now being accepted to fill
an Administrative Assistant position within
the Street Department. Applications can be
found at the City Clerk’s office or online at
http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/employment. Applications
will be accepted until the position is filled.

Apply in person, or Call

Tomahawk Bus Service
715-453-3000

$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS!$1,500 S
Seeking Full and part-time School Bus Drivers

Perfect for retirees or stay-at-home parents.
Drive your kids/grandkids to their events!
Will train for proper licensing. Paid training.

18
20

46

SIGN ON BONUS - $5,000/FT & $2,500/PT
Elite Care Management, a private duty home healthcare

company with 25 years’ experience in the industry, is currently
hiring full-time or part-time RNs, and LPNs to provide
one-on-one care for our patient in Eagle River,WI.

Immediate coverage is needed for:
Day Shift: 7am to 7pm
Night Shift: 7pm to 7am

Please contact our Recruiter, Andri at (331) 305-7429
Or email her at: recruiting@elitecaremanagement.com

Or
Apply on Indeed.com under Elite Care Management /

Registered Nurse/LPN – Eagle River,WI304428

NOW
HIRING

Apply at www.taher.com/career
Application #23-1883

Any questions please call Laura at
715-536-4594, Ext. 18010

Substitute Cooks
Work when available. No Nights or
Weekends! Room to Advance.

32
92

87

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
�nd out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67
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Earlier this month, the STAR Foundation recognized JEB’s Bar and Grill of Irma as the winner 
of the 2023 Burger Bash. Other participants were B’s Landing Bar, Boomba Bar and Grill, 
Castaways Bar and Grill, Gordo’s Garage Bar and Grill, Pine Pointe Bar and Grill, Road Lake 
Pub and Grill, Tomahawk Family Restaurant, Winding Trail Bar and Grill and WT Silverado. The 
Burger Bash is one of three annual STAR Foundation fundraisers, which also include Fun Run 
map cards for the Northwoods Fall Ride and the STAR Splash.

A grant of $1,000.00 was awarded to Hometown Christmas. 
Photos courtesy of Kay Kissinger Wolf

The Support Tomahawk Area Resources (STAR) Foundation recently awarded a pair of grants. 
The Tomahawk Community Theater received a grant of $500.00.

THS Drama Department’s one-act play 
earns accolades at State competition

Photos courtesy of Michele Balda

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

GREEN BAY – The Toma-
hawk High School (THS) 
Drama Department per-
formed its one-act play at 
the State competition at 
UW-Green Bay earlier this 
month and earned numer-
ous accolades.

Director Michele Balda 
said that although the per-
formance of  “She Wrote, 
Died, Then Wrote Some 
More” went over time, pre-
venting it from earning 
Critic’s Choice or Direct-
ing awards, one judge did 
award a perfect score.

“We decided we would 
slow down anyway to give 
our best performance, and 
we were not disappointed,” 
Balda stated. “The audience 
loved it, and the kids were 
so excited by the cheers 
from the audience during 
and after. It was a marvel-
ous performance, and the 
kids were very emotional 
about and overwhelmed by 
the entire experience, with 
so many encouraging re-
flections towards each oth-
er about our entire season 

after our critique.”
Balda added that, to top it 

o�, in addition to All-State 
honors as one of  36 out of  
the 80 schools that started 
the season, THS also re-
ceived an Outstanding En-
semble award, which, Balda 

said, was “in our minds our 
personal Critic’s Choice.”

THS also took home an 
Outstanding Technical The-
atre award, and Xan Sutton, 
Trey Morrison and Mur-
phy Koth each earned Out-
standing Acting awards.

Pictured, from left: Xan Sutton, Trey Morrison and Murphy Koth.

Dear Reader,
Are there soulmates in this world? Possibly, and possibly 

not. When I think of  my daughter 
Katelyn’s love for her husband, I 
think of  soulmates. When I think 
of  other people who love each 
other, I think of  them as semi-
soulmates.

And then, when I think of  peo-
ple who just like each other, and 
want to be with each other, pos-
sibly they are soulmates of  some 
sort too.

Love can be so diverse, from the deep connection of  soul-
mates to the a�ection between people who simply like each 
other. It’s a reminder that there’s no one-size-fits-all defini-
tion of  love, and that’s what makes it so unique and special 
for each person.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Love or Soulmates
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

BIRTH 
ANNOUNCEMENT

A son, Waylon James, 
was born to Torrie and Bret 
Hamrick Jr., Tomahawk, on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023.



CLUES ACROSS
1. Old English letters
5. Sculpture
11. Showing up again
14. Tie the knot again
15. Washington city
18. Stiff structures in
invertebrates
19. Mark over a vowel
21. Explosive
23. Popular race: __ 500
24. Pile up
28. Mint
29. Commercial
30. A minute amount
(Scottish)
32. Small Eurasian deer
33. Baseball stat
35. Numbers cruncher
36. Japanese masked drama
39. Gasteyer and de Armas
are two
41. Blood group
42. Assist in wrongdoing
44. Language spoken in
Cameroon and Chad
46. Grayish-white
47. A woolen cap of Scottish
origin
49. Microorganism
52. Place under prohibition
56. Calm, dependable
58. Congressman
60. Force
62. As a result of this
document
63. One of two main branches
of Islam

CLUES DOWN
1. Make a mistake
2. Gordon and Snider are two
3. Geographical region of
Finland
4. Ejected saliva
5. A way of performing
6. Scotland’s longest river
7. One of the six noble gases
(abbr.)
8. Body art
9. Two-toed sloth
10. Electronic counter-
countermeasures
12. Foolish person (Brit.)
13. Of the wind
16. Grand home
17. Sound
20. English river
22. Symbol indicating
ownership
25. Exclamation of surprise

26. Pouch
27. Apart from
29. Satisfaction
31. The bill in a restaurant
34. Sea bream
36. Port in southern Japan
37. Double-reed instruments
38. Center
40. South Dakota
43. An orderly crowd
45. Indicates position
48. __-pedi
50. Nonsense (slang)
51. Republic of Ireland
53. Nocturnal �yers
54. American state
55. Clusters in fern fronds
57. Patriotic women
58. A person’s brother or
sister
59. Breed of sheep
61. Popular �lm “Despicable
__”

©MetroCreative
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Call for list of markets
and other options.

Deadline Friday at 10:00 a.m.
Help Your Ad Stand Out With Add-ons:
• Border $3.00 • Blind Box $6.00
• Bold Lettering $3.00 • Photo/Logo $7.00

One word per box. Payment must accompany ad.
All ads are pre-paid, non-refundable (cash, check, credit card).

Name Phone

Address

Additional Lines $1.00
(Partial or Full)

OR Add-A-City
for $4 (5 Line ad)

Rhinelander, Tomahawk,
Antigo, Merrill, Wausau

plus additional papers available,
ask for details.

20
93

77

AD COPY

AD DEADLINEFRIDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Classified Ads
$1000

5 Lines
One Paper

(Private Party Only)

24 W. Rives Street
Rhinelander

715-453-2151
866-369-3331
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FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

HARSHAW – Rondele 
Ranch, 8959 County Rd. K., 
Harshaw, is gearing up to 
hold its annual “A Christmas 
Wonderland” holiday lights 
extravaganza.

“With well over a million 
lights on our property, this 
event is a magical experience 
for the whole family,” Ron-
dele said in a release.

Walking tours will be held 
on Fridays and Saturdays in 
December from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. each evening. Driving 
tours will be held on Sundays 
and Tuesdays in December 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The event opened to the 
public with driving tours on 
Friday, Nov. 24 and Saturday, 
Nov. 25.

Cost is $20.00 per car. 
Only cash will be accepted 

at the gate.
Walking tours feature 

warming rooms, an outdoor 
fire and visiting with Santa 

and Mrs. Claus, as well as 
food and refreshments avail-
able from Salvation Army 
and Rondele’s bars.

“Driving tours give you 
the ability to take in the 
lights from the warmth and 
comfort of your vehicle,” 
Rondele stated. “Music plays 
throughout the grounds to 
enhance your experience of  

the lights.”
Rondele said volunteers 

from numerous local non-
profit organizations will lend 
a hand in running the event 
and will receive donations 
from Rondele, as well as any 
tips from guests.

“These groups are directly 
benefited when you tour A 
Christmas Wonderland at 
Rondele Ranch,” Rondele 
stated.

Volunteer organizations 
include Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of  
America (FCCLA) of Toma-
hawk High School; Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Toma-
hawk; the Salvation Army, 
the Oneida County Humane 
Society and Let’s Go Fish-
ing Northwoods Chapter, all 
of Rhinelander; and Dragon 
Boat Warriors, Minocqua.

This year’s event will also 
feature two new displays: the 
Community Christmas Train 
and the Community Christ-
mas Village.

Community Christmas 
Train sponsors include 
Dahlquist Heating and Cool-
ing, Trapper’s Fireplace 
Gallery, Incredible Bank of  
Tomahawk, Schoone Truck-
ing and Excavating, CoVan-
tage Credit Union, Redman 
Realty Group, Musson Broth-
ers Inc., Sleep Central, Robin 
Myre Electrical Contracting, 
Lakeland Furniture and Mat-
tress and Rondele Ranch.

Community Christmas 
Village sponsors include Ron-
dele Ranch, Incredible Bank 
of Wausau, Rennes Group, 
Redman Realty, Crossbridge 
Bank of Tomahawk and 
Musson Brothers Inc.

“We’re so grateful to the 
sponsors of these new dis-
plays,” Rondele said.

For more information 
about A Christmas Wonder-
land, visit www.RondeleR-
anch.com/communityevents
or www.facebook.com/Ron-
deleRanch/.

Photo courtesy of Rondele Ranch

LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
Over the week our Lincoln County 
911 Center received seven 911 
nuisance calls/hang ups. The 
Lincoln County Deputies conducted 
41 traffic stops with three resulting 
in OWI arrests. Within the county 
this week, there were 16 car vs. 
animal collisions.
On 11/15/2023 at approximately 
21:45, a deputy on patrol attempted 
to stop a motorcycle that was 
traveling N/B on CTH K south of 
Merrill at 112 MPH in a 55 MPH 
zone. The operator led the deputy 
on a pursuit, fleeing into the City 
of Merrill. The deputy ended the 
pursuit for safety reasons as the 
motorcycle continued at a high 
rate of speed on city streets. The 
deputy later located the bike in the 
City of Merrill and made contact 
with the driver, a Merrill man, 18. 
After speaking with the party, 
he admitted to fleeing from the 
officer earlier. Subsequently, he 
was arrested and transported to 
the Lincoln County Jail. He was 
booked into the jail for fleeing/
eluding, resisting/obstructing, 
as well as cited for various traffic 

violations, including operating while 
suspended. 
On 11/16/2023 at approximately 
19:55, a deputy stopped a vehicle 
on CTH O and W. Bilby Rd. in the 
Town of Tomahawk for a speeding 
violation. Upon making contact 
with the driver a Tomahawk man, 
38, the deputy noticed signs of 
impairment. The driver was placed 
through a series of sobriety tests 
and as a result of those tests 
was arrested for a 3rd offense of 
OWI. The driver also had a loaded 
shotgun in the car sitting next to 
him. He was transported to the 
Lincoln County Jail and booked in 
for OWI 3rd offense, going armed 
while intoxicated and carrying a 
concealed weapon.
On 11/17/2023 at approximately 
17:29, a deputy stopped a vehicle 
after it was almost in a crash on 
S. Center Ave. and Pine Bluff Rd. 
in the City of Merrill. The deputy 
made contact with the driver, a 
Birnamwood man, 59, and noticed 
signs of impairment. The driver 
was placed through a series of field 

sobriety tests, and as a result of 
those tests, he was placed under 
arrest for a violation of 1st offense 
OWI. 
On 11/17/2023 at approximately 
19:08, a deputy stopped a vehicle 
for a speeding violation on CTH Q 
and Little Ave. in the Town of Scott. 
The deputy made contact with 
the driver, a Merrill man, 56, and 
noticed signs of impairment. The 
deputy placed the driver through 
a series of field sobriety tests, and 
as a result of those tests, the driver 
was arrested for a 1st offense OWI.
On 11/18/2023 at approximately 
03:09, deputies were dispatched 
to an address on Greendale Rd. in 
the Town of Corning for a reported 
domestic dispute in progress. It 
was reported that a female was 
intoxicated and throwing things 
around the house and someone 
had been battered. Upon arrival, the 
deputies investigated the matter 
and arrested a Merrill woman, 21, 
for domestic disorderly conduct and 
battery. No injuries were reported as 
a result of the disturbance. 



The Town of Corning is accepting 2 price quotes for crushing gravel
in the Corning Town pit. The pit is located on Bergman Road. The gravel
should meet State of Wisconsin DOT speci�ed standards Grade II, ¾”
base course. The gravel will be stockpiled in the pit. Only one of the bids
will be chosen depending on the Town’s budget restraints. For detailed
map of pit location, contact Rick Hass, Clerk at (715) 536 3432.
The �rst bid would be for crushing approximately 20,000 yards of

gravel. The second bid would be for crushing approximately 15,000 yards
of gravel.

Bid Completion Date - May 31, 2024
Sealed price quotes are due by December 11th, 2023 (to be opened at

the monthly town board meeting at 7:15 p.m.)
Questions: Contact Ray Melander Chairman

Chairman@tn.corning.wi.gov
(715) 216-7309

The Town Board of Corning reserves the right to accept and/or reject
any and/or all price quotes. Contractors will give the Town of Corning
a Certi�cate of Insurance & accept all responsibility according to State
Statutes that apply to Workmen’s Compensation, Liability Insurance,
Social Security and Withholding taxes.
Please send your sealed quotes to Rick Hass, Clerk, Town of Corning,

N1428 Strawberry Lane, Merrill, WI 54452.
Rick Hass, Clerk
Recycle Recycle
Published November 29 & December 6, 2023 WNAXLP
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REQUEST FOR PRICE QUOTE
TOWN OF CORNING – Lincoln County

Crushing Gravel at Town Pit

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK
to HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3-Day Vacation. Tax De-
ductible. Free Towing. All paper-
work taken care of! CALL 844-
374-3067 (WCAN)

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES
Males/Females Health Guar
Ready 12/1 $650 715-937-0916

GOLDEN IRISH PUP 1-F Born 8-
4, 1st shots/worm parents on site
$200 715-644-2219

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Brindle & Fawn colored Shots
UTD Ready Now! $650 715-701-
1473

REG SAMOYED PUPS
Shots/VetChkd. Health Guaranty
$950-$1200 OBO Cute! 715-773-
8471

FREE PET FOOD- Having finan-
cial difficulty? Paws 2 Think can
help. Call Sunnie 715-612-5866

GUN SHOW: December 8-10,
2023, Waukesha Expo, 1000
Northview RD. Waukesha, WI. Fri
3-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm, $8 (Under
14 FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677
www.bobandrocco.com

AKC REG. YELLOW LAB PUPS
& GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS
shots/worm/vet, M & F $500 715-
671-3092 (267331)

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of

select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,

Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/one-time $20

copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 5:30 PM
District Meeting Room, 1048 E King
Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487
Present: W. Quesinberry, S. Woodall, S.
Bolder, G. Steckbauer, M. Schommer,
W. Simonis, (1) staff member and (2)
community members.
I. Call to Order: K. Kissinger Wolf called
the meeting to order at approximately
5:30 pm
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call: Present: C. Hafeman, K.
Kissinger Wolf, S. Kirsch, D. Long in at
5:54 pm, B. Skubal, A. Swenty, D.
Velleux, Absent: D. Huseby, R.
Zimmerman
IV. Declaration of a Quorum: K.
Kissinger Wolf declared there was a
quorum.
V. Adoption of Agenda: Motion by B.
Skubal and seconded by D. Velleux to
adopt the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.
VI. District Administrator Report: W.
Quesinberry presented to the Board.
VII. Consent Agenda Items
A Approve the Minutes from the
Personnel Committee meeting on
September 6, 2023
B Approve the Minutes from the Closed
Session of the Personnel Committee
meeting on September 6, 2023
C Approve the Minutes from the Ad hoc
Committee meeting on September 7,
2023
D Approve the Minutes from the Annual
Meeting on September 12, 2023
E Approve the Minutes from the Regular
Meeting on September 12, 2023.
F Approve the Minutes from the Policy
Committee meeting on September 19,
2023
G Approve the Invoices from 9-9-2023
thru 9-29-2023
H Employment/Contract Adjustments

1. Replacement Staff
Pam Albrecht, Middle/High School
Spec. Ed. Paraprofessional
Nancy Bernarde, Middle School
Paraprofessional
2. Resignations
Karson Bartz, Custodian
Justin Jarvensivu, Middle School
Head Boys Basketball Coach
Levi Spaeth, High School JV2
Basketball Coach
3. Retirement
James Norman, High School Math
Teacher, at the end of the 2023-24
school year
4. Above Pay
John Larson, High School Head Boys
Basketball Coach
Neil Breitenfeld, High School JV2
Boys Basketball Coach
Raleigh Jahn, Middle School Head
Boys 8th Grade Basketball Coach
Jacob Seelig, Middle School Head
Boys 7th Grade Basketball Coach
5. Volunteer
Mikayla Zipp, One-Act Play
6. Student Transportation Contracts
Amy Ploeckelman, Karren Dewitt

I Start College Now
J Donations
Northwoods Café & Coffeehouse, $250
to FCCLA
Dairy Queen, $500 to FCCLA
Motion by A. Swenty and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve the consent
agenda. Motion carried unanimously.
VIII. Staff Reports: Presentation by W.
Simonis and M. Schommer of the Multi-
Level Systems of Support.
IX. Revisions to the 2023-24 District
Calendar: Motion by S. Kirsch and
seconded by D.Velleux to approve the
revision to the 2023-24 District
Calendar. Motion carried unanimously.
X. 3rd Friday of September Count: W.
Quesinberry presented the numbers for
the 2023 September count. No official
action was taken.
XI. Approve the Final Allocation of JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement: Motion by A.
Swenty and seconded by S. Kirsch to
approve the Final Allocation of the JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement. Motion carried
unanimously.
XII. Approve the 2nd reading of the
following policies:
A Policy 0164 - Meetings
B Policy 5505 - Academic Honesty
C Policy 5350 - Suicide Prevention,
Intervention, and Postvention for Death
by Suicide (replacement policy)
D Policy 6236 - Community Services
Fund (Fund 80)
E Policy 6610 - Nondistrict-Supported
Student Activity Accounts (replacement
policy)
F Policy 7250.01 - Memorials for Staff
and Students
G Policy 7440.02 - Smart Monitoring
Equipment
H Policy 7540.08 - Artificial Intelligence
(AI)
I Policy 8700 - Nursing Mothers
Motion by B. Skubal and seconded by
D. Velleux to approve the 2nd reading of
the aforementioned policies. Motion
carried unanimously.
XIII. Approve revisions to the following
policies:
A Policy 0142.1 - Electoral Process
(Revised)
B Policy 0143.1 - Public Expression of
Board Members (Revised)
C Policy 0144.3 - Conflict of Interest
(Revised)
D Policy 1260 - Incapacity of the District
Administrator (Revised)
E Policies 1421, 3121, and 4121 -
Criminal History Record Check &
Employee Self-Reporting Requirements
(Revised)
F Policy 1630.01 - Family & Medical
Leave of Absence (FMLA)
G Policy 2340 - District Sponsored Trips
(Revised)
H Policy 2451 - Program & Curriculum
Modifications (Revised)
I Policy 2521 - Selection of Instructional
Materials & Equipment (Revised)
J Policies 3139 & 4139 - Staff Discipline
(Revised)
Motion by D. Velleux and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve revisions to the
aforementioned policies. Motion carried
unanimously.
XIV. Public Comment: B. Skubal
recognized Coach Garrou, Bob Lee.
XV. Board Referrals: There were no
Board Referrals.
XVI. Adjourn: K. Kissinger Wolf
adjourned the meeting at approximately
6:12 pm
_____________________________
Board Clerk
Published November 29, 2023 WNAXLP

Havapoo Pups
Shots/Wormed/Vet-chkd Can Dlvr

$700 Rdy 12-20 715-255-2661
(#269146)

Diagnosed with lung cancer &
65+? You may qualify for a sub-

stantial cash award. No obligation!
We've recovered millions. Let us
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance -
not a discount plan. Get your free

dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

TOMAHAWK- Basement 1 bdrm
apt. for rent. Available Dec. 1st.
$700/mo. includes utilities. No
pets. 715-580-1818.

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE informational
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! FREE consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do
you want to get up to 100% back
on Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company has pet cover-
age that can help! Call 1-844-244-
7146 to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/wicp
(WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25
mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 Months
on Us! Watch pro & College sports
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional & spe-
cialty networks included. NFL, Col-
lege Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some restrictions
apply Call DIRECTV 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RESULTS! Affordable ad-
vertising that fits your budget!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers’
Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Develop-
ment Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.
com

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-920-
3533 (WCAN)

Attention oxygen therapy users!
Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.

Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MOBILITY! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & Handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-454-
6827 (WCAN)

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LAWRENCE J. TARVAS
DOD: July 8, 2023

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2023IN47
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
April 12, 1942 and date of death July
8, 2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of N7725 Highway
107, Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is
March 15, 2024.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main St.
Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate.

DATE SIGNED: November 15, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Attorney Bridget M. Erwin
Hager, Dewick & Zuengler, S.C.
200 S. Washington St., Ste 200
Green Bay, WI 54301
Phone: (920) 430-1900
Bar Number: 1055528
Published November 22, 29, December
6, 2023

WNAXLP

FOR SALE: Beautiful, AKC-regis-
terable Golden Retriever puppies.

First shots & de-wormed.
Friendly & playful!

Please call or text 715-219-1806

MINI BERNESE CHRISTMAS
PUPPIES for sale. 15" tall 35lbs
friendly dogs. Ready 12/12/23
Shots 608-396-1374

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply.

Promo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

SHIH'TZU PUPPIES: $400 fe-
males, $300 males, healthy, exc.
temperament, dew claws re-
moved, wormed, parents on site.
Manawa, no text. 920-470-2121.

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No contract & no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of
death, according to the AMERI-
CAN HEART ASSOCIATION.
Screening can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact
Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

CLAIMS DEADLINE NOTICE
IN THE MATTER OF CHERYL L. FRIEL
AND THE CLF INCOME TRUST DATED
JULY 27, 2023
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute §
701.0508, Wisconsin Statutes, James P.
Friel, as Trustee of the CLF Income
Trust dated July 27, 2023 with the power
to pay the debts of Cheryl L. Friel
(deceased 9/24/2023) hereby provides
notice that the deadline for filing for
payment of debts of Cheryl L. Friel
and/or the CLF Income Trust dated July
27, 2023 is four (4) months after the
date of first insertion of this notice.
James P. Friel
Trustee
Address: c/o Hougum Law Firm, LLC
305 South 18th Ave., Suite 200
Wausau, WI 54401
Published November 15, 22, 29, 2023

WNAXLP

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our Vet-

erans. Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

AUTOMOTIVE MASTER TECH
needed. $40/hour. Must be able to
diagnose and work through prob-
lems on your own proficiently. Call
715-892-1971.

MINI DACHSHUND PUPS
Shots/Vet-Chkd, Nice Colors
$800-$1000 Call 715-669-7413

Purebred Jack Russell Terrier
puppies. First shots and

dewormed. $700 each, OBO.
Call or text 715-921-2930

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARAN-
TEED LIFE INSURANCE! No
medical exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral & other
final expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company 844-
433-5898 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wcp (WCAN)

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 5:30 PM
District Meeting Room, 1048 E King
Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487
Present: W. Quesinberry, S. Woodall, S.
Bolder, G. Steckbauer, M. Schommer,
W. Simonis, (1) staff member and (2)
community members.
I. Call to Order: K. Kissinger Wolf called
the meeting to order at approximately
5:30 pm
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call: Present: C. Hafeman, K.
Kissinger Wolf, S. Kirsch, D. Long in at
5:54 pm, B. Skubal, A. Swenty, D.
Velleux, Absent: D. Huseby, R.
Zimmerman
IV. Declaration of a Quorum: K.
Kissinger Wolf declared there was a
quorum.
V. Adoption of Agenda: Motion by B.
Skubal and seconded by D. Velleux to
adopt the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.
VI. District Administrator Report: W.
Quesinberry presented to the Board.
VII. Consent Agenda Items
A Approve the Minutes from the
Personnel Committee meeting on
September 6, 2023
B Approve the Minutes from the Closed
Session of the Personnel Committee
meeting on September 6, 2023
C Approve the Minutes from the Ad hoc
Committee meeting on September 7,
2023
D Approve the Minutes from the Annual
Meeting on September 12, 2023
E Approve the Minutes from the Regular
Meeting on September 12, 2023.
F Approve the Minutes from the Policy
Committee meeting on September 19,
2023
G Approve the Invoices from 9-9-2023
thru 9-29-2023
H Employment/Contract Adjustments

1. Replacement Staff
Pam Albrecht, Middle/High School
Spec. Ed. Paraprofessional
Nancy Bernarde, Middle School
Paraprofessional
2. Resignations
Karson Bartz, Custodian
Justin Jarvensivu, Middle School
Head Boys Basketball Coach
Levi Spaeth, High School JV2
Basketball Coach
3. Retirement
James Norman, High School Math
Teacher, at the end of the 2023-24
school year
4. Above Pay
John Larson, High School Head Boys
Basketball Coach
Neil Breitenfeld, High School JV2
Boys Basketball Coach
Raleigh Jahn, Middle School Head
Boys 8th Grade Basketball Coach
Jacob Seelig, Middle School Head
Boys 7th Grade Basketball Coach
5. Volunteer
Mikayla Zipp, One-Act Play
6. Student Transportation Contracts
Amy Ploeckelman, Karren Dewitt

I Start College Now
J Donations
Northwoods Café & Coffeehouse, $250
to FCCLA
Dairy Queen, $500 to FCCLA
Motion by A. Swenty and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve the consent
agenda. Motion carried unanimously.
VIII. Staff Reports: Presentation by W.
Simonis and M. Schommer of the Multi-
Level Systems of Support.
IX. Revisions to the 2023-24 District
Calendar: Motion by S. Kirsch and
seconded by D.Velleux to approve the
revision to the 2023-24 District
Calendar. Motion carried unanimously.
X. 3rd Friday of September Count: W.
Quesinberry presented the numbers for
the 2023 September count. No official
action was taken.
XI. Approve the Final Allocation of JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement: Motion by A.
Swenty and seconded by S. Kirsch to
approve the Final Allocation of the JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement. Motion carried
unanimously.
XII. Approve the 2nd reading of the
following policies:
A Policy 0164 - Meetings
B Policy 5505 - Academic Honesty
C Policy 5350 - Suicide Prevention,
Intervention, and Postvention for Death
by Suicide (replacement policy)
D Policy 6236 - Community Services
Fund (Fund 80)
E Policy 6610 - Nondistrict-Supported
Student Activity Accounts (replacement
policy)
F Policy 7250.01 - Memorials for Staff
and Students
G Policy 7440.02 - Smart Monitoring
Equipment
H Policy 7540.08 - Artificial Intelligence
(AI)
I Policy 8700 - Nursing Mothers
Motion by B. Skubal and seconded by
D. Velleux to approve the 2nd reading of
the aforementioned policies. Motion
carried unanimously.
XIII. Approve revisions to the following
policies:
A Policy 0142.1 - Electoral Process
(Revised)
B Policy 0143.1 - Public Expression of
Board Members (Revised)
C Policy 0144.3 - Conflict of Interest
(Revised)
D Policy 1260 - Incapacity of the District
Administrator (Revised)
E Policies 1421, 3121, and 4121 -
Criminal History Record Check &
Employee Self-Reporting Requirements
(Revised)
F Policy 1630.01 - Family & Medical
Leave of Absence (FMLA)
G Policy 2340 - District Sponsored Trips
(Revised)
H Policy 2451 - Program & Curriculum
Modifications (Revised)
I Policy 2521 - Selection of Instructional
Materials & Equipment (Revised)
J Policies 3139 & 4139 - Staff Discipline
(Revised)
Motion by D. Velleux and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve revisions to the
aforementioned policies. Motion carried
unanimously.
XIV. Public Comment: B. Skubal
recognized Coach Garrou, Bob Lee.
XV. Board Referrals: There were no
Board Referrals.
XVI. Adjourn: K. Kissinger Wolf
adjourned the meeting at approximately
6:12 pm
_____________________________
Board Clerk
Published November 29, 2023 WNAXLP

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Wormed/VetChkd Can Dlvr
$400-$600 715-255-2661
(#269146)

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS
AKC Excel Temp Genetic Guaran-
tee Parents OFA’d 715-537-5413
www.jerland.com #268001-DS
(WCAN)

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance

Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promo-

tion & distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or

visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for (350+)
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516 www.den
tal50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-

bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.

Call 1-833-610-1936

MobileHelp, America’s Premier
Mobile Medical Alert System.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time
Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call
Today! 1-855-659-0649

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 5:30 PM
District Meeting Room, 1048 E King
Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487
Present: W. Quesinberry, S. Woodall, S.
Bolder, G. Steckbauer, M. Schommer,
W. Simonis, (1) staff member and (2)
community members.
I. Call to Order: K. Kissinger Wolf called
the meeting to order at approximately
5:30 pm
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call: Present: C. Hafeman, K.
Kissinger Wolf, S. Kirsch, D. Long in at
5:54 pm, B. Skubal, A. Swenty, D.
Velleux, Absent: D. Huseby, R.
Zimmerman
IV. Declaration of a Quorum: K.
Kissinger Wolf declared there was a
quorum.
V. Adoption of Agenda: Motion by B.
Skubal and seconded by D. Velleux to
adopt the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.
VI. District Administrator Report: W.
Quesinberry presented to the Board.
VII. Consent Agenda Items
A Approve the Minutes from the
Personnel Committee meeting on
September 6, 2023
B Approve the Minutes from the Closed
Session of the Personnel Committee
meeting on September 6, 2023
C Approve the Minutes from the Ad hoc
Committee meeting on September 7,
2023
D Approve the Minutes from the Annual
Meeting on September 12, 2023
E Approve the Minutes from the Regular
Meeting on September 12, 2023.
F Approve the Minutes from the Policy
Committee meeting on September 19,
2023
G Approve the Invoices from 9-9-2023
thru 9-29-2023
H Employment/Contract Adjustments

1. Replacement Staff
Pam Albrecht, Middle/High School
Spec. Ed. Paraprofessional
Nancy Bernarde, Middle School
Paraprofessional
2. Resignations
Karson Bartz, Custodian
Justin Jarvensivu, Middle School
Head Boys Basketball Coach
Levi Spaeth, High School JV2
Basketball Coach
3. Retirement
James Norman, High School Math
Teacher, at the end of the 2023-24
school year
4. Above Pay
John Larson, High School Head Boys
Basketball Coach
Neil Breitenfeld, High School JV2
Boys Basketball Coach
Raleigh Jahn, Middle School Head
Boys 8th Grade Basketball Coach
Jacob Seelig, Middle School Head
Boys 7th Grade Basketball Coach
5. Volunteer
Mikayla Zipp, One-Act Play
6. Student Transportation Contracts
Amy Ploeckelman, Karren Dewitt

I Start College Now
J Donations
Northwoods Café & Coffeehouse, $250
to FCCLA
Dairy Queen, $500 to FCCLA
Motion by A. Swenty and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve the consent
agenda. Motion carried unanimously.
VIII. Staff Reports: Presentation by W.
Simonis and M. Schommer of the Multi-
Level Systems of Support.
IX. Revisions to the 2023-24 District
Calendar: Motion by S. Kirsch and
seconded by D.Velleux to approve the
revision to the 2023-24 District
Calendar. Motion carried unanimously.
X. 3rd Friday of September Count: W.
Quesinberry presented the numbers for
the 2023 September count. No official
action was taken.
XI. Approve the Final Allocation of JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement: Motion by A.
Swenty and seconded by S. Kirsch to
approve the Final Allocation of the JUUL
Lawsuit Settlement. Motion carried
unanimously.
XII. Approve the 2nd reading of the
following policies:
A Policy 0164 - Meetings
B Policy 5505 - Academic Honesty
C Policy 5350 - Suicide Prevention,
Intervention, and Postvention for Death
by Suicide (replacement policy)
D Policy 6236 - Community Services
Fund (Fund 80)
E Policy 6610 - Nondistrict-Supported
Student Activity Accounts (replacement
policy)
F Policy 7250.01 - Memorials for Staff
and Students
G Policy 7440.02 - Smart Monitoring
Equipment
H Policy 7540.08 - Artificial Intelligence
(AI)
I Policy 8700 - Nursing Mothers
Motion by B. Skubal and seconded by
D. Velleux to approve the 2nd reading of
the aforementioned policies. Motion
carried unanimously.
XIII. Approve revisions to the following
policies:
A Policy 0142.1 - Electoral Process
(Revised)
B Policy 0143.1 - Public Expression of
Board Members (Revised)
C Policy 0144.3 - Conflict of Interest
(Revised)
D Policy 1260 - Incapacity of the District
Administrator (Revised)
E Policies 1421, 3121, and 4121 -
Criminal History Record Check &
Employee Self-Reporting Requirements
(Revised)
F Policy 1630.01 - Family & Medical
Leave of Absence (FMLA)
G Policy 2340 - District Sponsored Trips
(Revised)
H Policy 2451 - Program & Curriculum
Modifications (Revised)
I Policy 2521 - Selection of Instructional
Materials & Equipment (Revised)
J Policies 3139 & 4139 - Staff Discipline
(Revised)
Motion by D. Velleux and seconded by
C. Hafeman to approve revisions to the
aforementioned policies. Motion carried
unanimously.
XIV. Public Comment: B. Skubal
recognized Coach Garrou, Bob Lee.
XV. Board Referrals: There were no
Board Referrals.
XVI. Adjourn: K. Kissinger Wolf
adjourned the meeting at approximately
6:12 pm
_____________________________
Board Clerk
Published November 29, 2023 WNAXLP

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast in-
ternet no matter where you live. 25

Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bun-

dle TV & Internet. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get
your favorite live TV, sports, &
local channels. 99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos

(w/Choice Package or higher.) No
contract or hidden fees! Some re-

strictions apply. Call IVS
1-866-859-0405

Switch to DISH Get up to a $300
gift card! Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limited time!
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-897-
8523 (WCAN)

Toy Poodle pups 2-M 1-Tan 1-
Cream shots/vet ckd $750 obo
Call 715-758-2718

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &

professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.

Call: 855-761-1725

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. Limited time,

we're waiving all installation costs!
(Additional terms apply. Subject to

change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-844-501-3208

32
87

72

The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Department is seeking to
contract with an individual or entity to hand plant 58,000 containerized
Red Pine tree seedlings on 72 acres of Lincoln County Forest. This
project is to be completed by May 15, 2024.
Speci�cations and instructions may be obtained from Dean Bowe, Lincoln
County Forest Administrator at 801 N. Sales Street, Suite 106; from the
County Clerk (801 N. Sales Street, Suite 201, Merrill), or online at www.
co.lincoln.wi.us. Phone (715) 539-1034. Proposals must conform to the
requirements of the speci�cations and instructions.
Proposals must be received by the Forestry, Land and Parks Department
on or before 3:00 PM Thursday December 21, 2023 and will be publicly
opened at the Forestry Department O�ce located at 801 N. Sales Street
at 3:15 PM that day. Quotations will be prepared for consideration by the
Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee at the January 8,
2024 Committee meeting.
The Committee reserves the right to reject any or all quotations and
accept any quotation or portion thereof they deem most advantageous
to Lincoln County.
Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee
Published November 23, 2023 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF QUOTATIONS

Are you a pet owner? Do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet

bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that
can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to

get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/ads

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

OPTICIAN/WOODRUFF: Come
join our team. Ideally you will
enjoy giving excellent customer
service, pay close attention to de-
tail, enjoy working with people,
have basic computer skills, enjoy
sales, and learn quickly. You will
primarily order glasses and con-
tact lenses, repair glasses, and
maintain the optical. As we are a
small office, you will also help with
answering the phones, scheduling
patients, and explaining fees. We
will train you! Experience in optical
very helpful, but not required. Ave.
20-24 hrs/wk primarily Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday. Optical
and 401K benefits after 90 days.
Salary commensurate with experi-
ence. Send resume to Buffington
Optometry, LLC PO Box 740
Woodruff, WI 54568

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS
$500 Cute and Socialized! Vet
Checked. 715-409-0533

WCAN (Wisconsin Community
Ad Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the
best of their ability. Unfortunately,
many unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL AN-
SWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more information, or to
file a complaint regarding an ad,
please contact The Department
of Trade, Agriculture & Con-
sumer Protection 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH RIDES
Rocking W Stable, Eagle River WI
DEC 9 thru JAN 1; Beautiful
Trails! Great Family
Fun. Can Handle All Size Groups
& Private Parties! Info 715-617-
6779 northwoodsattractions.com

MobileHelp, America's premier
mobile medical alert system.

Whether you're home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No long
term contracts! Free brochure!

1-888-489-3936

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRE-
LESS home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

66

7272Dogs 

122

7421Vacation For Rent 

86

7318Internet 1

7700Legals 

2

7725Minutes

2

7725Minutes

167

7554Vehicles Wanted 2

7735Notice To Creditors

2

7725Minutes

10

7110General Employment 
89

7324Satellites and Antennas 

1

7005Announcements 

79

7306Attorney and Legal 

80

7308Insurance 

104

7356Gutters and Gutter Cleaning 

4

7020Activities and Meetings 

1

7278 Miscellaneous Pet 

81

7310Health Care Services 

39

7216Computers and Electronics 75

7292Agriculture Services 
105

7358Home Building Supply 
59

7260Sporting Goods 115

7400Apartments for Rent 

122

7421Vacation For Rent 

63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 86

7318Internet 
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JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day. For
a limited time, we’re waiving all in-
stallation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 1-
833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES TODAY with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a FREE
Quote! Call now before the next
power outage: 1-877-626-1009
(WCAN)

Safe Step. North America's #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-

stallation and service. Now featur-
ing our free shower package &

$1600 off - limited time! Financing
available. 1-855-417-1306

The bathroom of your dreams in
as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
& No Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING
A NEW SHOWER? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE de-
sign consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

Water damage cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount of water can
lead to major damage and mold

growth in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete repairs

to protect your family and your
home's value! Call 24/7:

1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby

generator $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call
before the next power outage:

1-855-948-6176

Interior & exterior. Painting,
staining, wall repair, power wash-
ing. Drywall, carpentry, tiling,
plumbing & electrical. 33 yrs exp.
Insured. Call Dave 715-966-6211

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mater-
ial ? steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer ? up to
50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-619-2373

Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles &
multiple colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off install + Addi-

tional 10% off install (military,
health & 1st responders.)

1-833-370-1234

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the
best looking & longest lasting ma-
terial, steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add’l 10%
off install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders) Call Erie
Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606
(WCAN)

MEUNIER'S CARPET and Uphol-
stery cleaning. Professional clean-
ing at affordable rates. Residential
and commercial. Tomahawk WI
262-208-6384.

105

7358Home Building Supply 

107

7362Heating and Cooling 

108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 

112

7370Roo�ng and Siding 

3

7374Miscellaneous Services

Wednesday, November 29, 2023  •  Page 9TOMAHAWK LEADERwww.tomahawkleader.com 9Knox Creek Heritage Center to host 
Finnish Independence Day celebration

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

BRANTWOOD – The 
Knox Creek Heritage Cen-
ter (KCHC) will host its an-
nual Finnish Independence 
Day celebration in Brant-
wood this weekend.

The event will be held at 
the Brantwood Community 
Center, located at the inter-
section of  U.S. Hwy. 8 and 
County Rd. D north, Brant-
wood, on Saturday, Dec. 2.

Mojakka, a Finnish stew 
cooked in an old cast iron ket-
tle over a wood fi re outdoors, 

will be served beginning at 1 
p.m. Homemade bread and 
pulla, a traditional Finnish 
cardamom bread, will be 
available for purchase.

A program featuring Na-
tive American storyteller 
and poet Michael Laughing 
Fox Charette will take place.

KCHC President Kevin 
Wollemann reminded or-
ganization members to 
send in annual member-
ship dues and said KCHC 
is always looking for new 
members and volunteers to 
help maintain the several 

buildings on its museum 
grounds, located at N4517 
W. Knox Rd., Brantwood.

Wollemann said the orga-
nization will be seeking help 
on numerous projects in the 
spring, including fi nishing 
the inside walls in the kitch-
en area of  the pavilion and 
installing kitchen cabinets 
and a sink and stove from 
the basement of  the main 
house in the pavilion.

For more informa-
tion about KCHC, visit 
www.facebook.com/knox-
creekheritagecenter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
GLITC Adolescent 

Recovery and Wellness 
Center should be built 
on tribal land

To the Editor:
While I applaud the 

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal 
Council (GLITC) for 
seeking to help those who 
have substance abuse 
problems, GLITC has 
numerous tribes in their 
association that have the 
public safety and medical 
infrastructure missing in 
the Town of  Cassian.

The western part of  
Cassian is a remote area 
lacking appropriate public 
safety infrastructure 
for a drug rehabilitation 
facility the size and scope 
of  the GLITC proposal. The 
largely rural residential 
area has a small presence 
of  EMTs, fi refi ghters, and 
police protection.

Therefore, by straining 
local resources, the health, 
safety, and welfare of  
the residents of  Cassian 
and the western part of  
Oneida County would be 
compromised. 

Due to the additional 
public service costs in a 
time of  extremely tight 
county budgets, concerns 
for public safety with 
a facility of  this type, 
and the devaluation of  
residents’ property, the 
Oneida County zoning 
committee and Board of  
Directors should reject the 
Conditional Use Permit 
application.

In addition, Oneida 

County residents should 
be aware that GLITC will 
at some point remove the 
land in question from fee 
to trust – meaning the 
property will no longer 
be taxable – shifting the 
burden onto the remaining 
Oneida County and Town 
of  Cassian taxpayers. 
Local, county, and state 
entities will also no longer 
have regulatory authority 
over a facility that should 
be highly regulated.

I encourage GLITC 
to pursue their e� orts 
for a high-risk facility 
on tribal lands. GLITC 
acknowledges the 
facility is primarily for 
Native American youth. 
Therefore, it only makes 
sense to build such a 
facility on tribal lands. I 
stand ready to assist the 
tribes in seeking federal 
funding when they identify 
an appropriate location, 
but to build such a facility 
in a remote area like the 
Town of  Cassian makes no 
sense.

Rep. Tom Ti� any
Wisconsin’s 7th 

Congressional District

Many companies do 
make a profi t at this 
and do it well

There is a lot of  
incorrect information 
going around regarding 
Pine Crest, its operation, 
and its fi nancial situation:

Pine Crest is operating 
in the black. Incorrect. Pine 
Crest has not operated in 

the black, made a profi t, 
nor sustained itself  in 
many years. The County 
Board has had to do 
last-minute, inventive 
budgeting to cover the 
short fall from Pine Crest 
for years.

Pine Crest has a fi ve-
star” rating. Misleading, 
in that it just attained 
fi ve-star status after many 
years of  being three-star. 
With fewer residents, it is 
likely easier to attain, but 
not fi nancially feasible.

Debt service is paid 
by NCHC. Incorrect and 
ridiculous. Are we blind 
sheep? We all know who 
signed that loan and who 
has to pay for it. 

No one would benefi t 
from selling Pine Crest. 
Unknown. Current and 
future residents may be 
happier and have better 
care. Employees and 
Lincoln County families/
taxpayers would be happier 
as their tax rolls wouldn’t 
be so burdened and we’d 
have more for our County’s 
infrastructure. 

County residents do not 
get precedence. My mother-
in-law, a lifelong County 
resident, was refused twice. 
Pine Crest has less than 
50% capacity. Know of  any 
other business that could 
survive? 

If  I were a resident 
of  Pine Crest, I would 
be much more at ease if  
I knew that the owner 
was experienced in 
nursing home operation, 

knew the regulations, 
and wanted to make the 
business successful. Many 
companies do make a profi t 
at this and do it well.

Gloria Rahlf
Rhinelander

Lincoln County resident

They have a 
fi duciary and moral 
responsibility to us

Despite all of  the public’s 
opposition to the disposal 
of  Pine Crest Nursing 
Home, the current County 
Board is rushing headlong 
into a highly questionable 
sale. 

In spite of  hundreds 
of  petition signatures, 
direct phone calls to and 
personal contacts with 
county board members, 
multiple testimonies at 
multiple county board 
meetings, multiple letters-
to-the-Editors in both local 
newspapers, a ¾-page ad in 
both local papers outlining 
unanswered questions 
and serious unaddressed 
economic concerns with 
the proposed sale, and 
ultimately, the results from 
the local papers’ survey – 
the majority of  all of  the 
above were in opposition 
to the sale – the county 
board is pushing a sale that 
prompts more questions 
than answers.

All of  the above 
opposition could have been 
resolved through a county-
wide referendum, but the 
county board rejected that 
option multiple times. 

Why?
More doubts arise when 

the contract with the 
brokerage fi rm, Marcus 
& Millichap, is examined, 
especially now that the 
board has received an o� er 
to purchase. The county 
never obtained a formal 
appraisal, as required 
by adopted resolution 
2021-03-15, which requires 
one for the sale of  a 
property worth more than 
$100,000.00. Why wasn’t one 
obtained?

In addition, the 
brokerage fi rm warned 
the county, in writing, that 
forbidding the fi rm from 
advertising on the open 
market would result in a 
restricted, poorer quality 
of  bids that would limit the 
fi rm’s ability to solicit the 
highest possible price. Who 
benefi ts from that?

Apparently, there was no 
vote on o� ering the Health 
and Human Services 
Building for sale, but it 
is listed in the contract. 
When was that decision 
made and at what county 
board meeting?

The sale cannot be 
fi nalized until it is 
approved by the whole 
county board. It appears 
that this board has many 
questions to answer 
before they can proceed. 
Remind them, that fi rst 
and foremost, they have 
a fi duciary and moral 
responsibility to us.

Diana C. Smith
Tomahawk

News Briefs
City of Tomahawk 
winter parking ban

The City of  Tomahawk’s winter 
parking ban will be in e� ect from 
Friday, Dec. 1 through Friday, 
March 15. Parking on city streets 
will not be allowed between 2:30 
a.m. and 5 a.m.

St. Mary’s and Friends 
holiday concert

St. Mary’s and Friends will 
present their annual free holiday 
concert at St. Mary’s Church, 320 
E. Washington Ave., Tomahawk, 
on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. 70-plus 
musicians will perform “Festival of  
Christmas,” followed by a reception 
featuring hors d’euerves and des-
serts. A free will o� ering will ben-
efi t the Tomahawk Area Interfaith 

Volunteers. For more information, 
call Jan at 715-453-2878.

Warm for Winter distributing 
clothing in Rhinelander

Warm for Winter, a mission 
of  First Congregational United 
Church of  Christ in Rhinelander, 
collects new and gently used cloth-
ing, shoes, boots, coats, hats, mit-
tens, toys and bedding. Everyone 
is welcome, no questions asked. 
No income requirements. Distri-
butions will take place at Friendly 
Village, 900 Boyce Dr., Rhineland-
er, on Monday, Dec. 11, 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 30, 9 a.m. to 
noon; and Monday, Jan. 8, 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Additional dates are sched-
uled for next year. Donations can 
be placed in the bin outside of  First 
Congregational, 135 E. Larch St., 

Rhinelander, or the Oneida County 
Health Department, 100 W. Keenan 
St., Rhinelander. For more infor-
mation, refer to the Warm for Win-
ter Facebook page (www.tinyurl.
com/2w2ccd7s) or call 608-345-7305.

CESA 9 o� ering 
Substitute Teacher Training

CESA 9 in Tomahawk will of-
fer Substitute Teacher Training 
on Tuesday, Dec. 12. Individuals 
with an Associate’s or Bachelor’s 
Degree and who successfully com-
plete the training are eligible to ap-
ply for a Substitute Teacher permit. 
For more information, visit www.
cesa9.org or call 715-453-2141.

National Wreaths Across 
America Day

A National Wreaths Across 

America Day ceremony will be held 
at Northwoods National Cemetery, 
4520 Lakewood Rd., Harshaw, on 
Saturday, Dec. 16 at 11 a.m. The 
program will include the Ceremo-
nial Wreath laying (branch of  ser-
vice, POW/MIA, organization) and 
grave-specifi c wreath placements 
by family and friends, followed by 
a complimentary hot sandwich and 
dessert social at Rondele Ranch. 
Group sponsors for the event are 
American Legion Riders District 11 
and Veterans Ceremony U.G.C. Inc. 
For information on group sponsor-
ship, sponsoring a wreath for a vet-
erans grave and/or volunteering to 
place a wreath, visit www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/WINWNC or 
contact Mary, Location Coordina-
tor, at 715-612-2196.
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Advertise
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. Never been manufactured. NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY. Comes with complete building
blueprints and Construction Manual

NEWHOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN
LOG HOMES is assisting estate &
account settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS
selling for BALANCE OWEDwith FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina,$40,840 BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500 BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305,Biloxi, $36,825 BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403,Augusta,$42,450 BALANCE OWED $16,500

Find health
care resources
for kids with
special needs

dhs.wi.gov/wiscway
(877) WiscWay

Connect
today!

Call the
Real Estate Experts!

24 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Tomahawk
715-453-3365

Merrill
715-536-9518

Century21BestWay.com

Ready to work for you!
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Christmas

December 2, 2023, 9 am - 11:30 am

32
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For more information contact Becki Wagner
Redeemer Learning Center Administrator

715-453-4814
Ages
3 - 8

Redeemer Lutheran Church • 16 Theiler Dr., Tomahawk

Crafts, Music, Snacks, and the
True Meaning of Christmas

for Kids

Please join us for ongoing cancer
support group/caregiver support
group meetings! Everyone is
welcome.

Where: Incredible Bank
1218 N 4th Street - Tomahawk

When: First Tuesday of every month

Time: 6PM

*Call 715-499-3326
for more information

23
68

43

216 W. WISCONSIN AVE
LOCATED IN

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
TOMAHAWK, WI

715-224-3666
honeycombloft@hotmail.com

STOP BY AND SEE
OUR NEW LINE OF
MEN’S CLOTHING

26
32
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2023 fall sports, activites summary: Part two

BY BOB SKUBAL
RETIRED COACH, 
HISTORIAN, AUTHOR 
OF ‘HISTORY OF 
TOMAHAWK SPORTS’ 

TOMAHAWK – Last week, 
we reviewed Tomahawk High 
School (THS)’s 2023 football 
and volleyball seasons.

This week, we’ll take a look 
at girls’ swimming and girls’ 
and boys’ cross country, as 
well as the one-act play and 
the GNC Choir and Band Fes-
tival.

Girls’ swimming
Our next team to look 

back at is the girls’ swim-
ming team, coached by third-
year varsity coach Melissa 
Nieman, assisted by Kurt 
DeKiep. 

Team members were 
Madeline List, Paige DeKiep, 
Maggie Lashua, Abigail 
Roberts, Emma Ho�, Mor-
gan Kretzschmar, Dorain 
Stefan, Kenadie Gilbert, Lily 
Krueger and Kaylee Roberts. 

Their season started at 
the Fun in the Sun Meet at 
Antigo, where the Hatchets 
took 10th place of 12 teams. 
The remainder of their regu-
lar season was dual meets, 
which saw Tomahawk defeat 
Mosinee 82-70, Antigo 94-54 
and Lakeland 75-72, while 
losses were 117-44 to Medford, 
138-21 to Rhinelander, 104-48 
to Colby/Abby and 107-60 to 
Ladysmith. 

Final conference dual meet 
standings were Rhinelander 
7-0, Medford 6-1, Ladysmith 
5-2, Colby/Abby 4-3, Toma-
hawk 3-4, Mosinee 2-5, Lake-
land 1-6 and Antigo 0-7. 

At the conference meet 
held in Antigo, Tomahawk 
placed fifth with 86 points, 
while Rhinelander eas-
ily won conference with 466, 
compared to second place 
Medford with 255.

Final conference points 
were Rhinelander 30, Med-
ford 26, Ladysmith 22, Colby/
Abby 18, Tomahawk 12, Lake-
land 10, Mosinee 8 and Antigo 
2. 

Making All-Conference 
was Paige DeKiep in the 50 
freestyle and 100 butterfly, 
earning first team All-Con-
ference honors. 

At sectionals, Tomahawk 
placed 11th of 14 teams with 
89.5 points while sectional 
champions Rhinelander 
scored 424.5. 

Paige DeKiep qualified for 
state in two events. She tied 
for first in the 50-yd. freestyle 
and was second in the 100 yd. 
butterfly, while the remain-
der of the team swam 11 per-
sonal bests. At state, DeKiep 
was fourth in the 100 butter-
fly and seventh in the 50 free-
style. Overall, she scored 27 
points at state, placing Toma-
hawk 21st of 36 teams.

Cross country
Up next are the boys’ and 

girls’ cross country teams. 
Connor Ahrens was in his 

second year as head coach 
of both programs, with as-
sistance from Bill Turgeon, 
Stephanie Ahrens, Kurt Cor-
dova and Kurt Reinke. 

Members of the girls’ pro-
gram were Faith Derleth, 
Halle Derleth, Liam Dickrell, 
Jennie Frederickson, Sum-
mer Gaedtke, Elise Gibeault, 

Kailynn Hanse, Elizabeth 
Lee, Norah Mann, Kambyl 
Mattke, Abigail Micke, Reese 
Molitor, Alli Palmer, Rachael 
Reilly, Abbie Rosenmeier, 
Robin Schmidt and Lydia 
Shaney.

The girls’ season started 
at the Hodag Invite, where 
THS was first of 13 teams, 
then second of 14 teams at 
the Wausau Nine Mile Invite. 
At the Menomonie Invite, 
Tomahawk was seventh of 14 
teams, followed by a seventh-
place of 19 teams in Divisions 
2/3 at the Smiley Invite at 
Wausau East. The Three 
Lakes Invite saw THS place 
second of nine teams. The 
last competition before con-
ference was the Medford In-
vite, where Tomahawk took 
second of five teams. 

At conference, held in 
Mosinee, Tomahawk was 
conference champions for 
the 21st time in school history 
and earned their first confer-
ence title since 2014. 

Team scores at conference 
were Tomahawk 36, Medford 
42, Lakeland 78, Rhinelander 
92, Eagle River 120, and both 
Antigo and Mosinee did not 
have complete teams. 

Making All-Conference 
were Alli Palmer and Elise 
Gibeault, first team; Rachael 

Reilly, Halle Derleth and 
Lydia Shaney, second team; 
and Robin Schmidt and Faith 
Derleth, honorable mention. 

Because of Tomahawk de-
feating six-time conference 
champion Medford for the ti-
tle, Connor Ahrens was voted 
GNC Coach of the Year. 

Sectionals were held at 
Colby, with the Hatchets tak-
ing fourth of 14 teams with 
148 points and seeing their 
season come to an end.

Members of the boys’ pro-
gram were Elias Albrent, 
William Boneck, Dominic 
Boos, Owen Dickrell, Gerard 
Gorell, Presley Gutbrod, 
Jeremiah Johnson, Ryan 
Montag, Trey Morrison, El-
liot O’Connor, Bruce Peetz, 
Nathan Rosenmeier, Andrew 
Voermans and Samuel Zas-
trow. 

The boys’ season also start-
ed at the Hodag Invite, where 
THS took sixth of 17 teams, 
followed by fifth of 16 teams 
at the Wausau Nine Mile In-
vite. At the Menomonie In-
vite, Tomahawk was 12th of  
14 teams, followed by 12th of  
25 teams in Divisions 2/3 at 
the Smiley Invite at Wausau 
East. At the Three Lakes In-
vite, Tomahawk was first of  
10 teams. The last competi-
tion before conference saw 

Tomahawk second of five 
teams at the Medford Invite. 

At conference, held in 
Mosinee, Tomahawk was 
third. 

Conference scores were 
Lakeland 24, Rhinelander 
76, Tomahawk 77, Medford 
81, Eagle River 99, while An-
tigo and Mosinee did not have 
complete teams. 

Making All-Conference 
were Presley Gutbrod, Sam 
Zastrow and Domonic Boos, 
all second team. 

At the Colby sectionals, 
Tomahawk was fifth of 16 
teams with 148 points and 
seeing their season come to 
an end.

One-act play
I would also like to congrat-

ulate members of the one-act 
play on a job well done. They 
have now qualified for state 
eight years in a row. 

Michele Balda was the di-
rector, with Nancy Herbison 
and Makayla Zipp working as 
assistant directors.

Students involved in this 
year’s production included 
Murphy Koth, Sadie Ruder, 
Isabella Marino, Juliana 
McGovern, Galen Schmit, A 
J Schertz, Aubrey Graeber, 
Xan Sutton, Arawen Alberg, 
Trey Morrison, Cedar Ho�-

man, Kiannah Mullen, Greta 
Kurth, Johnathan Feltes, 
Shyann Boos, Caroline Kle-
smith, Cheyanne Schade, 
Apollo Davis, Madeline Long 
and Mariah Sparbel.

GNC Choir and Band 
Festival

Also, congratulations to 
the All-Conference musi-
cians performing in the GNC 
Choir and Band Festival held 
in Minocqua. 

Representing Tomahawk 
High School, under the di-
rection of Cory Colburn, 
were Xan Sutton, Galen 
Schmidt, Try Morrison, El-
liot O’Connor, Douglas Scott, 
Robin Schmidt, Bella Marino, 
Murphy Koth and Arawen 
Alberg.

THS athletes who 
have passed

Finally, I would like to pay 
respects to THS athletes who 
recently passed away. 

They are Gene Lokken, 
Class of ‘48; Dick Pickett, 
Class of ‘61; Gordy Erick-
son, Class of ‘63; Dan Herbst, 
Class of ‘89; and Tyler Cole, 
Class of 2025. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to their families.

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 158
The Tomahawk Leader 
will feature one local 
sports trivia question per 
week, provided by Bob 
Skubal, retired coach, 
historian, and author of 
“History of Tomahawk 
Sports.” Email 
leadernews@mmclocal.
com if you know the 
answer! 

The first person to tell us 

the correct answer each 
week will have their 
name published in the 
paper if they wish, along 
with their correct answer 
to the question. 

Week 157 question: 
During the 1974 
girls’ track season, 
Ann Pintens, Bonnie 
Draeger, Keri Buedingen 
and Carol Salacinski 

qualified for State in 
what relay: The mile, 
880 or 440?

Week 157 answer: 
During the 1974 
girls’ track season, 
Ann Pintens, Bonnie 
Draeger, Keri Buedingen 
and Carol Salacinski 
qualified for State in the 
440 relay.

Congrats to Wayne 
Herber for being the first 
to correctly answer last 
week’s question!

Week 158 question: 
During the 1974-75 
wrestling season, THS 
had its first shutout 
in school history. Was 
the opponent Antigo, 
Ashland or Eagle 
River?



Currently in need of
Money • Beef Stew
Any kind of Jelly

Spam • canned fruit.
No expired dates please

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

FOOD
PANTRY

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
W7994 Somo Dam, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Open Wed 1-3, Fri 11am-12:30pm

05
49

87
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15 E. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk
715-453-2144
www.tomahawkcommunitybank.com

This ad sponsored by:

907 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7133

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry

PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 5448
Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30

Always in need of
• Beef Stew • Baked Beans • Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Cooking Oil • Cereal • Instant Potatoes • Noodles
• Pasta • Peanut Butter & Jelly • Soup • Spaghetti Sauce

• Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods

19
20

17This ad sponsored by:

15 E. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk
715-453-2144

907 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7133

Proceeds go to
Take a Kid Hunting

Foundation’s
CAMP NEAL

Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm

608-752-6677 www.bobandrocco.com
Admission $8

OSHKOSH
GUN SHOW

Oshkosh Sunnyview Expo Gun Show
500 E. County RD. Y, Oshkosh, WI.

December 1, 2, 3, 2023

FISHING & HUNTINGTIMES

Solunar fishing and hunting chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon is December 12th.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major

Nov 29 10:14AM 1:14AM 6:10PM 1:42PM

Nov 30 11:03AM 2:09AM 7:13PM 2:36PM

Dec 1 11:42AM 3:03AM 8:20PM 3:28PM

Dec 2 12:11PM 3:52AM 9:28PM 4:15PM

Dec 3 12:34PM 4:38AM 10:35PM 5:00PM

Dec 4 --- 5:21AM 12:53PM 5:41PM

Dec 5 --- 6:01AM 1:09PM 6:21PM 30
39

90
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Hatchet harriers hold 
Awards Night ceremony

Photo courtesy of Connor Ahrens

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The Tom-
ahawk Hatchet cross coun-
try team held its yearly 
Awards Night ceremony in 
the high school auditorium 
on Monday, Nov. 13.

Award recipients are as 
follows.

Rookies of the Year: 
Dominic Boos, boys; Elise 
Gibeault, girls.

Most Improved: Bruce 
Peetz, boys; Lydia Shaney, 
girls.

Coaches Awards: 
Sam Zastrow, boys; Robin 
Schmidt, girls.

Scholar Athletes (all 
4.000 GPAs, first quar-
ter): Will Boneck, boys; 
Faith Derleth, Norah Mann, 
Izzy Lee, Robin Schmidt, 
Jennie Frederickson, Halle 
Derleth, girls.

Captains Awards: Pre-
sley Gutbrod, boys; Halle 

Derleth, girls.
Punchy Reich Memo-

rial (as picked by team-
mates): Halle Derleth.

GNC All-Conference, 
boys: Presley Gutbrod, 
Sam Zastrow, Dominic 
Boos, all 2nd team.

GNC All-Conference, 
girls: Alli Palmer, Elise 
Gibeault, 1st team; Rachael 
Reilly, Halle Derleth, Lydia 
Shaney, all 2nd team; Robin 
Schmidt, Faith Derleth, 
honorable mention.

Most Valuable: Presley 
Gutbrod, boys; Elise Gi-
beault, girls.

Service Award: Aimee 
Garcia.

JV Awards
Freshmen, boys: Ryan 

Montag, Will Boneck.
Sophomores, boys: Bruce 

Peetz, Elliot O’Connor, 
Beau Stromberg, Gerard 
Gorell, Elias Albrent.

Sophomores, girls: Kai-
lynn Hanse, Jennie Freder-
ickson, Summer Gaedtke.

Letter winners
Freshmen, boys: Andrew 

Voermans (1).
Sophomores, boys: Jer-

emiah Johnson (2).
Juniors, boys: Sam Zas-

trow (3), Nathan Rosenmei-
er (2), Dominic Boos (1).

Seniors, boys: Owen 
Dickrell (4), Presley Gut-
brod (4), Trey Morrison (1).

Freshmen, girls: Elise 
Gibeault (1), Abbie Rosen-
meier (1), Norah Mann (1).

Sophomores: Faith Der-
leth (2), Abigail Micke (2), 
Lydia Shaney (2).

Juniors, girls: Alli Palm-
er (3), Reese Molitor (1).

Seniors, girls: Halle Der-
leth (3), Izzy Lee (3), Kambyl 
Mattke (4), Rachael Reilly 
(4), Robin Schmidt (3).

The NFL Draft: 
Rolling out the red carpet

SPORTS BRIEFS
Open gym

Open gym, for basketball only, will be held in the Tomahawk school complex fieldhouse 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each Wednesday through May, excluding days when school is not in 
session. Children under the age of  14 must be accompanied by an adult.

BY KRIS LEONHARDT
MMC SENIOR EDITOR

The 2025 NFL Draft 
will take place in Green 
Bay in the area around 
Lambeau Field and Ti-
tletown on April 24-26, 
2025. MMC continues its 
coverage of  the planning 
already taking place.

GREEN BAY – “There 
are about 33 differ-
ent committees right 
now – about 33-34 give 
or take,” said Discover 
Green Bay President/
CEO Brad Toll, “and 
some of  those will not 
get started probably un-
til 2024. Once we know 
what the layout is going 
to be, they will probably 
get started then.”

“We have some that 
are already working 
and talking; Beautifi-
cation is one of  those,” 
Toll explained. “Each of  
the different areas like 
GBI downtown and Def-
initely De Pere, and dif-
ferent areas of  the city 
– Military Avenue – that 
represent a particular 
area and neighborhood 
associations, we really 
encourage them to look 
at the community and 
what kind of  things, 
you know, ‘We talked 
about ripping that gar-
den out and redoing it,’ 
and maybe now’s a good 
time to do that so that 
when the draft comes, 
it’s a beautiful garden 
and what you want to 
have done. It might be 
putting in some bulbs 
that pop out early in the 
spring because it’s the 
end of  April. So, as the 

The 2025 NFL Draft will take place in Green Bay in the area around Lambeau Field and 
Titletown on April 24-26, 2025. We continue our coverage of the planning already taking place. 

 Kris Leonhardt photo

leaves are starting to pop, 
what kinds of  things can 
we do to make certain that 
our community is (ready.) 
It won’t be as green as it 
is in July, but what can 
we do to make April look 
really nice. That’s about 
the time that we’re pull-
ing out some of  the dried 
things from the fall that 
maybe didn’t get cut down 
or whatever, we’re kind of  
doing that spring cleanup. 
So as a community, what 
can we do to plan? Do that 
spring cleaning the middle 
part of  April, so when we 
have thousands of  visitors 
that come into the area, we 
look great.”

Some of  the other com-
mittees in the organiza-
tional process include 
Destination Marketing 
Organizations, Public Af-
fairs, Ticketing, Hotels, 
Retail, Community Proj-
ects, Marketing & Pro-
motion, Communication 
Internal, Communication 
External, Experiences for 
Prospects, Arts & Family 
Entertainment, Finance, 
Welcoming, Volunteers, 
Business Connect, Hospi-
tality/Concessions, NFL 
Digital & Social Covering 
Draft, Youth Football, Lo-
cal Community Develop-
ment, NFL Environmen-
tal, Travel to Wisconsin, 
Logistics, Security/Public 
Safety/Command Center, 
Highways & Road Con-
struction, Transportation 
and Permits & Road Clo-

sures, with several other 
committees branching 
from these.

Toll said that organiz-
ers have also been talking 
with previous host cities 
such as Cleveland, Nash-
ville and Kansas City.

“We’re visiting with the 
ones who have hosted. 
We’ve been talking with 
Detroit, so we know a little 
about the timeline because 
they are a year ahead of  
us; they will have the draft 
in 2024,” Toll said, adding 
that even with that draft 
half  of  a year out, some of  
the things are still getting 
moved around.

Toll added that the ma-
jority of  the work on the 
2025 Green Bay Draft will 
not be initiated until next 
year.

“They start working 
with us when that draft is 
complete. This team from 
the NFL – their events 
team – they do the Super 
Bowl, they do the (NFL) 
Combine, they do the 
Drafts. So there are two 
Super Bowls, two Com-
bines and a Draft before 
the Draft in Green Bay,” 
Toll explained.

Regardless of  that time-
line, local committees are 
already in the process of  
getting the planning start-
ed as they prepare to “roll 
out the red carpet” for the 
240,000 visitors expected to 
attend.

Next week: A bucket list 
destination.

www.TomahawkLeader.com



ENJOY

A CULINARY JOURNEY
THROUGH TUSCANY

APRIL 2024

For more information and a full brochure, please contact Caryl
Mulder at 262-227-8800, cmulder@premierworlddiscovery.com

or Premier World Discovery 877-953-8687
info@premierworlddiscovery.com (Web Code Booking # 177186)

9-DAY JOURNEY
HIGHLIGHTS:
• 7 Night Stay at One Hotel in Chianti
• Truf�e Demonstration & Tasting at a Tuscan Estate
• Florence Walking Tour
• Academy Gallery & the Statue of David
• Pasta Making Cooking Class
• Winery Tour & Tasting
• Pecorino Cheese Tasting
• Music & Wine Experience with a local Sommelier
at a Farmhouse in Montalcino

• Sienna Walking Tour
• Dinner at Tuscan Farmhouse & Winery San
Gimignano Gelato Tasting

• Lunch at a local Farmhouse famous for Saffron
• Lake Trasimeno Boat Excursion
• Island Maggiore with Lunch & Wine
• Full Day at Leisure to Relax or Explore on
Your Own

GO TO
TOURSMMC.COM
FOR MORE INFO
OR TO SIGN UP

BOOK & SAVE
$4,599 PER PERSON

$4,499 PER PERSON

Departing
April 23, 2024
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SPEND

ST. PADDY’S DAY 2024
INIRELAND

For more information and a full brochure,
please contact Chris Brough at (949) 253-9361 or

email cbrough@adelmantravel.com

8-DAY JOURNEY
HIGHLIGHTS:
• Round trip scheduled airfare from
Chicago or Minneapolis

• Round trip transfers between airports and hotels
• Personal airport VIP greeting and check-in service
• Pre-departure orientation and travel documents
• 6 nights at a �rst class Savoy Hotel (or similar)
• 1 dinner at Bunratty Castle (Medieval Banquet)
• Breakfast provided each morning
• Discovery Program Guide
• Cliffs of Moher
• Rock of Cashel
• Kilkenny Castle
• Bunratty Folk Park
• Excursion to Dingle Peninsula
• Excursion to Galway

Departing
March 13, 2024

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP

Scan QR Code
to Book Now!

32
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$3,599
PER PERSON

$99 PER PERSON
FREE*

Any bookings after October 31st!*

Blarney Castle Tour
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Lake Nokomis Concerned 
Citizens donation to fund 

AIS Limited Term Employee
BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER EDITOR

LAKE NOKOMIS – A lo-
cal group’s donation will help 
promote aquatic invasive spe-
cies (AIS) prevention on a Tom-
ahawk-area lake.

During its meeting in Merrill 
on Tuesday, Nov. 14, the Lincoln County 
Board of  Supervisors approved a resolu-
tion accepting a donation of  $14,000.42 
from Lake Nokomis Concerned Citizens 
(LNCC) to fund an AIS Limited Term Em-
ployee.

The resolution noted that while Lin-

coln County currently provides 
Clean Boats, Clean Waters 
(CBCW) programming and ser-
vices aimed at AIS prevention, 
“this coverage is only done on 
weekends during the summer 

period.”
The additional sta�ng funded 

by LNCC will “allow Lincoln County 
to provide CBCW coverage on all days 
during (the) summer period at the Noko-
mis Dam Landing,” according to the reso-
lution.

With the donation’s acceptance, addi-
tional CBCW services will be provided on 
Lake Nokomis in summer 2024.

Natural Connections: Lingering Loons
BY EMILY STONE
NATURALIST/EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR, CABLE 
NATURAL HISTORY 
MUSEUM

Gray skies bled into gray 
water as I snaked down the 
eastern shore of Lake Na-
makagon on County High-
way D. After a hike with a 
friend, I’d decided to take the 
long way home. My dad used 
to tell us that drives like this 
were “shortcuts” although 
what he really meant is that 
they were the scenic route. 
He was usually looking for 
hawks on fence posts in the 
fields of Iowa. I spotted some-
thing quite di�erent.

Out in the middle of Sugar 
Bay, a small shape interrupt-
ed the glimmering ripples. 
Even in the poor light at a fair 
distance from a moving car, I 

could tell that this was a loon 
by their distinctive silhou-
ette. After a few seconds of in-
decision I swung into a gravel 
road and “flipped a Louie” 
which is what my family calls 
Uies or U-turns. Pulling safe-
ly o� the road, I dug my new 
Natural Connections camera 
(thank you donors!) out of my 
backpack and zoomed in. 

The loon’s gray-brown 
back, full white throat, and 
pale cheeks confirmed them 
as a juvenile, a young of this 
year. While this loon is on 
the late end of migration, I 
wasn’t worried for their safe-
ty. Juvenile loons have been 
navigating their fall migra-
tions alone for millennia. The 
general schedule I’ve been 
told is that bachelor loons 
(without chicks for whatever 
reason) migrate in August, 
mother loons head out in 

September, the dad’s leave in 
October, and the juveniles fly 
south in November. 

That’s just a general sched-
ule, though, and individual 
loons are likely all over the 
calendar, as well as the map. 
That also doesn’t account 
for loons from Canada mak-
ing pit stops here along their 

way. Early ice formation will 
shoo them south faster, and 
warm autumns like this one 
don’t give them any reason to 
hurry. 

The ultimate destination 
for loons is saltwater that 
doesn’t freeze. Their main 
habitat requirements are 
plenty of fish to eat and clear 
water to hunt in. Southern in-
land lakes tend to have warm, 
shallow, murky water, and al-
ligators (!), so the ocean pro-
vides a better option. There, 
loons face the challenge of  
transitioning from fresh-
water to saltwater. They’ve 
adapted by excreting salt out 
of glands in their skull be-
tween their eyes. The glands 
drip almost constantly dur-
ing the winter…sort of like 
how my nose adapts to win-
ter, too…

After making the big jour-
ney and coping with salt, 
loons gain access to a sea-
food feast. Wintering loons 
eat flounder, crabs, lobster, 
shrimp, gulf menhaden, bay 
anchovies, silversides, and 
more. The ocean bounty gives 
loons enough energy to molt 
and regrow all of their feath-

ers, which carry them back 
north in the spring. 

Those feathers carry im-
portant information. As loon 
researcher Walter Piper 
recently wrote on his Loon 
Project blog, once feathers 
are grown, they don’t con-
tinue to be living tissue. Just 
like our fingernails, they stop 
receiving a blood supply and 
become a time capsule. Inside 
the feathers are stable iso-
topes, or as Piper explained, 
“di�erent versions of a 
chemical element with di�er-
ent masses.” By studying the 
stable isotopes of the feath-
ers and matching them to 
the stable isotopes of various 
loon wintering locations, we 
can identify the place where 
the feather was grown. When 
scientists capture a loon in 
Wisconsin in July, studying 
a tiny clip of a feather can 
reveal where that loon spent 
their winter. 

Early studies of loon mi-
gration using satellite trans-
mitters suggested that many 
of our loons head to the west 
coast of Florida. Further 
information provided by 
recoveries and sightings of  
banded loons expanded that 
map quite a bit. We now have 
records of banded loons from 
Wisconsin and Minnesota 
wintering all along the west 
and east coasts of Florida, 
up through Georgia and the 
Carolinas, and even up into 
the Northeast, but that data 
is mostly based on luck. 

This new avenue of stable 
isotope analysis opens up a 
way for scientists to capture 
a loon on their breeding ter-
ritory up here and figure out 
where they spent last winter 

without having to track them 
on migration. Why does that 
matter? Well, I for one, love 
talking to snowbirds about 
their winter adventures in 
warm places. But more im-
portantly, this information 
may help scientists under-
stand how challenges loons 
face over the winter may be 
impacting their ability to re-
turn north, or their breeding 
success once they get here. 

Out on Sugar Bay, the 
feathers of that juvenile loon 
contain information from 
here, or maybe from Canada, 
wherever the kid molted out 
of their baby fuzz and into 
their first round of sleek 
feathers. After three or four 
years gaining strength and 
maturity on the ocean, this 
loon will molt into their strik-
ing black-and-white breeding 
plumage for the first time—
feathers filled with the sig-
nature of saltwater—and fly 
home. 

I wonder if they’ll take a 
“shortcut” or flip any Louies 
along the way!

Emily’s award-winning 
second book, Natural Connec-
tions: Dreaming of an Elfin 
Skimmer, is available to pur-
chase at www.cablemuseum.
org/books and at your local 
independent bookstore, too.

For more than 50 years, the 
Cable Natural History Mu-
seum has served to connect 
you to the Northwoods. Our 
exhibit: “The Northwoods 
ROCKS!” is open through 
mid-March. Our Fall Calen-
dar of Events is ready for reg-
istration! Follow us on Face-
book, Instagram, YouTube, 
and www.cablemuseum.org to 
see what we are up to.

A juvenile loon lingers on Lake Namakagon, gaining strength for 
their long �ight to the ocean. Photo by Emily Stone




