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INFANT CARE
from page 20

born. At the same time, she 
knows doing so could’ve 
had unforeseen drawbacks.

“I would have been pret-
ty crushed to get a phone 
call saying that there’s a 
spot opening on a waitlist 
if  I was no longer pregnant 
(due to medical complica-
tions),” Nelson said.

When parents can’t find 
an infant opening at a high-
quality child care, they 
may be forced to leave the 
workforce, turn to lower-
quality options or patch 
care together from a vari-
ety of  sources.

Tammy Dannhoff, a li-
censed family child care 
provider in Oshkosh, said 
consistency is key for a 
young child’s development, 
and the early months and 
years are the prime time 
for children to develop se-
cure relationships with 
caregivers.

This led Dannhoff to 
bend the rules a few sum-
mers ago to add a second 
child younger than 2 to her 
program. Under licens-
ing regulations, she was 
supposed to care for only 
one child younger than 2 
if  she wanted eight slots, 
the maximum number a li-
censed family provider can 
have.

“When I was talking 
with his mom, I found out 
he was going to be going 
to three or four different 
places every week in the 
summer because she had 
to piece together care for 
him,” Dannhoff said. “At 
the time, he was 22 months, 
and I thought, ‘It’s going 
to be more detrimental 
for him to go to three or 
four different places for 
child care, so I’m going to 
take the risk and just take 
him.’”

Dannhoff was able to 
get an exception so she 
remained in compliance. 
Department of  Children 
and Families Communica-
tions Director Gina Paige 
said there’s a flow chart of  
sorts that helps determine 

when exceptions should be 
granted, but some family 
child care providers said 
they feel these exceptions 
are granted inconsistently.

What can be done?
The solution to the care 

shortage for children up 
to age 2 doesn’t lie in do-
ing away with regulations 
or increasing staff-to-child 
ratios.

“That, I believe, would 
be the fastest way to close 
down more of  the under-2 
rooms,” said Brooke Skid-
more, co-owner and direc-
tor of  The Growing Tree, 
a child care center in New 
Glarus. “You will not find 
teachers that want to have 
five babies under their 
care, and it still will not 
make it profitable.”

Matthews thinks the so-
lution to the infant care 
crisis lies in funding child 
care businesses based on 
the true cost of  care.

“If  we had true cost of  
care for payment amounts 
... it would still get the bills 
paid and not be a loss for 
the program,” Matthews 
said.

Increasing tuition rates 
often comes with the risk 
of  making child care unat-
tainable for families. Mat-
thews said finding a path 
forward will require col-
laboration between com-
munities, employers, fami-
lies and the government.

Angel Berry, the execu-
tive director of  the non-
profit A Million Dreamz 
child care in Sheboygan, 
said solutions lie in cre-
ative funding models. For 
example, she said, child 
care businesses could 
make infant care sustain-
able by operating under a 
nonprofit model and seek-
ing funding support from 
the community.

However, in the mean-
time, some say slight al-
terations to state licensing 
requirements could help.

After Dannhoff inves-
tigated ways to change 
family child care require-
ments for a college cap-
stone project in 2021, she 

said she supports employ-
ing a “weighted” system 
that distinguishes between 
young infants and children 
18 months and older. The 
younger children would 
have a higher “weight” 
than the older children, es-
sentially making a spot at a 
family child care available 
for another child once an 
infant turns 18-months-old 
instead of  2 years.

Hendrickson, who also 
supports this change, ex-
plained that by 18 months, 
children are typically more 
mobile and better able to 
verbalize their needs. The 
Wisconsin Family Child 
Care Association has long 
discussed the exact weights 
each particular age group 
would be assigned. As of  
now, however, WFCCA has 
not brought any formal 
proposals to DCF.

While Hendrickson said 
this change could help get 
families off waitlists and 
into consistent care more 
quickly, she said it alone 
cannot rectify Wisconsin’s 
infant care shortage.

“It’s definitely not a so-
lution, per se, for the crisis 
because it’s not going to 
even come close to fixing 
the problem, but it would 
be one potential way to al-
leviate some of  the pres-
sure,” Hendrickson said.

Employers have a role 
to play, too. Providing 
and extending paid fam-
ily leave gives parents es-
sential time to bond with 
their infant as well as more 
time to search for child 

care, Tengesdal said. For 
industries in which flex-
ible scheduling is possible, 
allowing parents to work 
from home, bring their 
child to work when needed 
and reduced hours after 
birth helps both parents 
and babies adjust, she said.

Many of  the potential 
solutions advocates say 
could bolster Wisconsin’s 
child care sector in gen-
eral would, by extension, 
help solve the infant care 
crisis, Hendrickson said. 
These range from signifi-
cant state and federal in-
vestments to shifting the 
way society views child 
care.

“If  there is no infant 
care, the likelihood of  a 
mother returning to work 
is significantly reduced,” 
Hendrickson said. “This 
impacts her family’s fi-
nancial wellbeing, her ca-
reer trajectory, her mental 
health and the growth and 
development of  her child.”

This story is part of  the 
NEW (Northeast Wiscon-
sin) News Lab’s fourth se-
ries, “Families Matter,” cov-
ering issues important to 
families in the region. The 
lab is a local news collabo-
ration in northeast Wis-
consin made up of  six news 
organizations: the Green 
Bay Press-Gazette, Apple-

ton Post-Crescent, FoxVal-
ley365, The Press Times, 
Wisconsin Public Radio 
and Wisconsin Watch. The 
University of  Wisconsin-
Green Bay’s Journalism 
Department is an educa-
tional partner. Microsoft is 
providing financial support 
to the Greater Green Bay 
Community Foundation 
and Community Founda-
tion for the Fox Valley Re-
gion to fund the initiative. 
The mission of  the lab is to 
“collaborate to identify and 
fill information gaps to help 
residents explore ways to 
improve their communities 
and lives — and strengthen 
democracy.”

Carolyn Nelson, right, is pictured with her mother, Gloria Mathews, and her then 5-month-old 
daughter, Emma. Carolyn and her husband rely on Mathews to drive 2.5 hours to take care of 
Emma while they work.  Wm. Glasheen photo 
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Wisconsin United FC Premier  
U13 boys win USA Cup 

BY TORI WITTENBROCK
SPORTS REPORTER

GREEN BAY – On Sat-
urday, July 22, the Wis-
consin United FC (WIUFC) 
Premier boys soccer team 
snatched a 1-0 victory in 
their hard-fought cham-
pionship game in the gold 
bracket of  the Target USA 
Cup Tournament located 
in Minneapolis, which is fa-
mously known as the larg-
est youth soccer tourna-
ment in North America. 

The winning goal was 
scored by Max Romensko. 

Over the course of  five 
days, the team played a to-
tal of  eight games, ultimate-
ly defeating teams from as 
far as Chicago, Minnesota, 
Texas and Brazil. 

This accomplishment 
has become the first ever in 
the history of  WIUFC soc-
cer. 

“We set lofty goals for 
this team two years ago, 
and it all started to pay off 
this past spring,” said Head 
Coach Shant Mesdjan. 

“It took our boys over a 
year of  struggling against 
teams that only wanted to 
win while we worked on 
developing our players the 
first year and were not wor-
ried about our record as 
well as learning to play as a 
team and not individuals.”

Although the boys ex-
perienced success at the 
tournament, it did not come 
without a surplus of  hard 
work and preparation. 

“This past spring we 
had two tournaments in Il-
linois and did not do well, 
but again, my goal was to 
have our boys peaking at 
the right time just as State 
Cup was rolling around on 
Memorial Day weekend. We 
went on to win State Cup 
and three weeks later were 
invited to Midwest Region 
Championships, where all 
midwest State Cup winners 
were invited as well, and 
went on an undefeated run 
until the finals of  that and 
ended up losing to a power-
house team, which just last 
week, took second place in 
the nation,” said Mesdjan.

Winning this tourna-
ment has been a major 
breakthrough for the club 
and for a lot of  the Green 
Bay area athletes. The USA 
Cup is a major tournament 
with tough international 
competition. 

“The USA Cup is open 
to anyone with exception 
of  the top group, which we 
were in, as well as teams 
from other countries i.e 
Brazil, and from within our 
country, Texas and Illinois 
and Minnesota, so needless 
to say it was some very good 
teams,” said Mesdjan.  

“We ended up playing 
eight games that week — 
one more game than any 
other team — and ended up 
winning.”

According to Mesdjan, 
however, the win did not 
come easily. 

“As we entered the tour-
nament, we had some play-
ers that were not available 
and brought two new play-
ers, so they had to learn to 
play the way our boys play. 
We had to deal with three 

different types of  surface to 
play on as well as heat and 
exhaustion with the gruel-
ing eight games,” said Mes-
djan.  

“Eventually, our boys 
pulled through and ended 
up beating the Brazilian 
team, the third team in Tex-
as and Illinois.”

In order to see success, 
the boys had to put in tire-
less work and dedication, 
said Mesdjan.

“All the success that 
these boys have had can be 
attributed to all the work 
they have put in training, 
beginning this winter and 
spring, and their focus and 
discipline is incredible, 
which for me is 90% of  suc-
cess in life.”

“Since the club started 
three years ago, we have 
had one girls team that 
has won State Cup back to 
back, and the boys did it 
this year, which is incred-
ible and a tribute to all the 
parents’ commitment, the 
players putting in the hard 
work and the entire coach-
ing staff of  WI United FC, 
as there are alot of  moving 
parts and everyone has a 
hand in creating this fan-
tastic atmosphere for the 
kids,” said Mesdjan. 

This win was a major 
team effort, and each of  the 
players filled their role in 
order to contribute to their 
success. 

Despite their victory in 
the USA Cup, the boys WI-
UFC team had to overcome 
some challenges through-
out the year. 

“They had an unexpected 
loss early in the spring, and 
then they rebounded by 
beating that same team in 
the state semifinals tourna-
ment. They won the state 
championship—where all 
of  the Wisconsin teams 
play each other in that age 
group before moving on 
to regionals and play the 
champions of  all the other 
states — but then they lost 
in the finals of  the regional 
tournament after four or 
five games. Then they were 
able to come back from that 
and win the USA Cup,” said 
WIUFC Executive Director 
Eric Gebhard. 

However, when they got 
to the USA Cup, Gebhard 
said it was still a bit of  an 
uphill battle. 

“They got on a bad field 
early, so they lost their first 
game, which was unexpect-
ed,” said Gebhard.  

However, according to 
Gebhard, their success can 
be attributed to their tenac-
ity and grit. 

“It’s a solid team and they 
work really hard. Beating 
a team from Brazil in the 
semi-finals really just pro-
pelled them through. These 
boys have such good char-
acter that after that loss in 
April, when they went back 
to work, it was just a grind.” 

WIUFC also had a 2006 
boys team from Menasha in 
the tournament, who lost to 
a team from Ukraine in the 
semi-finals. 

“In order to achieve 
something big you have to 
be humbled. When you are 
humbled with a devastating 
loss like they were, it made 

them work harder in prac-
tice,” said Gebhard about 
how their story is a testa-
ment to the culture of  the 
WIUFC club.  

“They went on quite a 

run — a run that rarely 
ever happens for teams 
from around here.”

This win will put the 
boys on the map and open 
up new opportunities for 

them both as athletes and 
individuals, according to 
Gebhard. 

“This is a good win for 
them. It lets people know 
that they are serious play-

ers, and it gives them expo-
sure and it paves the way 
for younger kids in the club 
that are coming up behind 
them.” 

WIUFC boys U13 Premier team poses for a photo with their shiney new trophy. Pictured are, top row from left: Max Romensko, 
Davontay Jackson, Ray Toonen, Ethan Sharkey, Donatien Nzambimana, Brett Isaacson, Nick Meyers, Micah Parranto, Greyson 
Herber; bottom row: Cameron Williams, Justin Garcia, Andrew Gurrero and William Larson; not pictured: Luke Borchardt, Dylan 
Walczak,  Eli Wettstein. Submitted photos

The U13 boys Wisconsin United FC Premier team holding up their trophy in celebration after winning the Target USA Cup 
Tournament in Minneapolis on Saturday, July 22. 












