
UNPREPARED STEEL: $175/NT
SHEET IRON: $175/NT

ALUMINUM CANS: 50¢/LB
*PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

107 EVEREST AVE, BROKAW,WI
715-675-0680

TERXRECYCLING.COM
M-F 7:30am-3:30pm FOR JUNK VEHICLES

ALL OTHERMETALS ACCEPTED UNTIL 3:45pm

$160/NT

28
17

83

$325

Thinking of advertising in the
FOTO NEWS?

WE CAN HELP
YOUR BUSINESS GROW!

The Merrill Foto News is direct mailed by zip
code to over 14,500 homes every Thursday.

Address:
2011 E. Main Street
Merrill, Wisconsin

Phone:
715-536-7121

Email:
FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com

27
38

78

225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau
715-355-4462

Hours:Monday-Friday 9a-7p, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

28
17
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Oatmeal Raisin
Spice Cookies

Uncooked
Popcorn Chicken

Petite Wheat
Loaf Bread Dough

Uncooked
Parmesan Herb
Chicken Fritters

Uncooked
Steakhouse Chicken

Breast Tenders

Breaded
Cauli�ower Bites

6 ct.
$299

Loaf Bread Dough

6 ct.
99

24 ct.
$125 $399

/lb.
$369

/lbs.

$349
/lb.

$509
/lb.

1400 Logan Ave. • Merrill • 715-536-2491
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-1

• Garden Seed • Floral Seed

Merrill Country Store

17
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Garden Seed Floral Seed

LAWN &
GARDEN SUPPLIES
WE HAVEYOU COVERED!
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County Board to consider 
A&L’s recommendation and 

decide whether to list 
Pine Crest for sale

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On June 28, 2023, the Administrative & Legislative 
(A&L) Committee of  the Lincoln County Board met 
to review three proposals received from interested 
commercial brokers in response to the County’s request 
for proposals (RFP). 

The members of  the Committee discussed the contents 
of  each proposal and spoke with representatives in 
attendance via video from two of  the brokers that 

Lincoln County A&L 
Committee selects 
broker from RFP’s

See PINE CREST page 5

Above: “You know it’s good 
when your hands turn pink.” 
Right: Engleberry Farms 
north of Merrill on Hwy. 107 
has been open mornings for 
strawberry picking as the 
berries are ripe. This past 
weekend, ripe strawberries 
were abundant and ready to 
be picked.

Kayla Gabler photos.

Left: You might be very surprised to discover what you can purchase from local vendors at Merrill’s Farmer’s Market ... like hand-
crafted jewelry for instance. Right: Several vendors offer locally canned jellies and jams for sale.

Left: Area farmers offer their produce for sale on Wednesday and Saturday mornings during the summer at Normal Park. Smiles 
are free.  Right: From radishes to rhubarb, fresh fruits and vegetables are in abundance at the Merrill Farmer’s Market at Normal 
Park on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, along with handcrafted items, baked goods, berries in season, and much more.                       

Perennials, �owering annuals, herbs, and other live plants are available from this vendor. Some vendors also offer fresh-cut �owers 
as they are in seasonal bloom. Tina L. Scott photos.



BLACKTOP
PARKING
LOTS &

DRIVEWAYS

Call - 715-965-0577
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
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FRESH FRUIT
WA Dark Sweet Cherries
$299

lb.

$38 for 18 lbs.

WA Rainier Cherries
$399 lb.

$45 for 15 lbs.

WA Apricots
$350

a qt.

$40 for 24 lb.

We should have MI
Blueberries by the

weekend

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINES PINES
PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
 PINESPINESPINES

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

SUMMER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

ALL PLANTS ARE

50% OFF!

FRESH PRODUCE

Garden Peas $499
lb.

Cucumbers 99 ¢ each

Kohlrabi $150 eac

DELI SPECIALS

Regular Swiss

$499
lb.

Hard Salami

$589
lb.

4 lb.

3/$1SALE!
RED PEPPERS

Bl

pricots

d have MI
he

ach

28
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40

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm • Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E • 715-223-4797

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

281853

Chicken Breast
Skinless, Boneless, Frozen
4.5 lbs................................ONLY

$159
a lb.

Smoked Sausage
w/Cheese - Frozen
6 lbs...........................................ONLY

$699

Bacon Thick Cut
Applewood Smoked
Frozen
16 oz. .........................................ONLY

$249

Muenster Cheese
5 lbs...................................ONLY

$249
a lb.

Gatorade
Fruit Punch, Lemon-Lime
24 - 20 oz. ..............................................

$999

Pressure Canner
Testing

July 10th - 28th

In-store only. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Pizza Rising Crust
Pepperoni - Frozen
27 oz. .........................................ONLY

$229

Pizza Fully Stuffed
3 Meat - Frozen
34 oz. .........................................ONLY

$399

Spiral Ham Bone In
Frozen
10 lbs...................................ONLY 89¢

a lb.

Brats Uncooked
Beer - Frozen
45 oz. .........................................ONLY

$399

Hot Dogs
Chicken - Pork - Beef
Frozen
12 oz. ..........................................ONLY 99¢

Pork Sausage
Links Fully Cooked
Frozen
9.6 oz. .........................................ONLY 99¢

Ham Boneless
Deli Style - Frozen
11 lbs.................................ONLY

$129
a lb.

Black Forest Ham
Thin Sliced - Frozen
16 oz. .........................................ONLY

$149

Hash Browns
Mini Rounds - Frozen
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$599

Cheddar Cheese
5 lbs...................................ONLY

$249
a lb.

Cream Cheese
1/3 Fat - Tub
8 oz. ............................................ONLY 99¢

American Cheese
Loaf - Processed
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$599

Mozzarella
Cheese Whole Milk
16 oz. .........................................ONLY

$149

Monterey Jack
Cheese Habanero
Garlic Herb
2 lbs....................................ONLY

$199
a lb.

Cheddar Sharp
Cheese Sliced
Processed
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$899

Bacon Sliced - Frozen
15 lbs.................................ONLY

$169
a lb.

Tilapia Fillets
Skinless Boneless
Frozen
32 oz. .........................................ONLY

$589

Angus Beef
Patties
Seasoned - Frozen
10 lbs.................................ONLY

$349
a lb.

Chicken Wings
Ice Glazed - Uncooked
Frozen
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$899

Chicken Breast
Fritters Uncooked
Frozen
5 lbs...........................................ONLY

$799

Chicken Nuggets
Breaded - Uncooked
Frozen
32 oz. .........................................ONLY

$249

Peaches Diced
IQF - Frozen
30 lbs...................................ONLY

$3999

Onion Rings
Battered - Frozen
32 oz. .........................................ONLY

$589

Pork Sausage
Original - Frozen
6 lbs...........................................ONLY

$599

Smoked Sausage
Jalapeno Cheddar
Frozen
6 lbs...........................................ONLY

$199

Pork Crumbles
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs....................................ONLY 99¢

a lb
Honey Ham
Maple, Sliced - Frozen
6 lbs...........................................ONLY

$599

Pet of the Week

SPONSORED BY

27
24

68

715-536-2833

3000 E. Main St.,
Merrill

Meet Marquis. He is very sweet and loves
to be around people. We are told he is
great with kids, cats and small dogs. He
knows how to sit, lay down and come.
Marquis loves to get attention and will
need a family that doesn't mind the hound
talking. He is housebroken and loves to go
for walks. Won't someone come and take
this handsome 4 year old boy home soon?
Visit the Lincoln County Humane Society,
310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours: Mon-Sat
12-4PM and Sun 12-2PM. Call the shelter at
715-536-3459, or visit us on the web at
www.furrypets.com.
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businesses benefit from 

Bounceback Grants
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

In the last two years, 
business has been booming 
in Merrill and in Lincoln 
County. New businesses 
have emerged to fill vacant 
retail and commercial 
spaces, providing for 
new places to shop, new 
services, more jobs, and a 
greater variety of  options 
for area residents and 
businesses to enjoy. This 
benefits local residents and 
could also help to attract 
others to the area to fill 
jobs, purchase property 
and pay taxes that provide 
for necessary services, and 
help increase declining 
student enrollment for 
the school district. It also 
means more visitors to 
the community, which 
benefits the  area in many 
ways when money is spent 
locally. Sales tax revenue 
increases for Lincoln 
County and, when someone 
travels to the community 
to visit one business, they 
are more likely to frequent 
other area businesses on 
that trip, as well.

Main Street 
Bounceback Grants

This booming business 
growth has been bolstered 
by free money designed 
to reignite Wisconsin’s 
downtown business 
shopping districts and 
local economies after the 
pandemic.

In April 2021, the 
Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation 
(WEDC) announced the 
introduction of  Main 
Street Bounceback Grants, 
with $50 million from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
put into the program, and 
in May 2022, an injection of  
additional federal funding 
added another $25 million 
to the program. The 
program was originally set 

to end in June 2022, but as 
a result of  the additional 
funds, the program was 
extended to the end of  
December 2022.

The program ultimately 
o�ered new or existing 
businesses the chance to 
qualify for a $10,000 one-
time grant if  they purchased 
a vacant commercial 
space at least 400 square 
feet in size or started a 
new lease for such a space 
between Jan. 1, 2021, and 
Dec. 31, 2022. Franchises 
and certain other business 
classifications were not 
eligible, helping to focus 
the grant monies on small 
independent businesses.

At the conclusion of  the 
program, according to the 
WEDC, 9,429 businesses in 
Wisconsin had received one 
of  the $10,000 grants.

Locally, 36 businesses 
in Lincoln County 
benefited from Main Street 
Bounceback Grants, adding 
$36,000 to our County’s 
business community. 

Of  those 36 businesses, 
25 of  those businesses 
were in Merrill, infusing 
$25,000 into the Merrill 
business community, and 
11 Tomahawk businesses 
received a grant, infusing 
$11,000 into their business 
district.

New and expanding 
Merrill businesses
The following Merrill 

businesses received Badger 
Main Street Bounceback 
Grants:

•  Priority Medical 
Partners Direct

•  Auntie Ray’s Co�ee 
House LLC

• Merrill Chiropractic
• Northside Auto
•  Raymer’s Westside 

Laundry
•  Rubies & Diamonds 

Boutique LLC

• Henna North LLC
• FunTime Action Center 

LLC
•  Dragons, Daggers ‘n 

Games
•  Tranquil Times 

Wellness LLC
• Strive 4 Life LLC
• Fick Bricks
• Systemic Solutions dba 

D’s Dogs
• Ballyhoos Restaurant 

and Tavern
• Victoria’s Floral
• The 710 Smoke Shop
• Greek Stop
• Wisco Upgrades LLC
•  Klug Financial 

Solutions
• The Gathering Table
• The Pet Spa LLC
• Muddy Paws Dog Wash 

LLC
• B’s Nest
• The Cosmo Theatre Inc.
• Ziebell Door Company
The majority of  the grant 

recipients were brand new 
businesses at the time of  
their applications, and the 

$10,000 grants helped them 
open their businesses and/
or made moving to a retail 
location possible. 

Existing businesses that 
qualified for grants used the 
funds to physically expand 
their business interests/
locations in Merrill. 

The Merrill Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
assisted some applicants 
with the process.

Tomahawk business 
offerings expand

The following Tomahawk 
businesses received Badger 
Main Street Bounceback 
Grants:

• WAQ, LLC
• HMM Boutique
•  Tomahawk Tattoo & 

Tan
• CrestPointe Properties 

LLC
•  The Knot Haus Gift 

Gallery & Craft 
Supplies

• Frokjer Law, LLC
• Big Bear Mini Golf  & 

Ice Cream
• Allegiance Employment
• Tomahawk Community 

Thrift Shop
• The Community Project
• Powersports Repair 

and More
North Central Wisconsin 

Regional Planning 
Commission assisted 
with evaluating grant 
applications and disbursing 
the funds to qualifying 
businesses.

Mark Raymer and Ryan Peacock utilized the Badger Main Street Bounceback Grant program 
to help renovate an historical space on the west side of Merrill and turn it into the Easy Wash, 
Merrill’s newest laundromat. Tina L. Scott photos.

Auntie Ray’s Coffee House is Merrill launched their business 
on E. First St. in Merrill with the help of a Badger Main Street 
Bounceback Grant. The business has been so successful since 
its launch that it will soon be expanding.

Call 715-536-7121 
TODAY!ADVERTISE



Mon. & Fri. 8am-7pm • Tues., Wed.,Thurs. 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm,
Sun. By Appointment • 715-536-5922

HOME FURNISHINGS

Since
1945

www.miller-furniture.com

4 Floors Of Quality
On Merrill’s West Side

Like us on
Facebook!

17
54

64

FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal make
Miller’s Home Furnishings of Merrill, JUST PLAIN SMART!

1 YEAR INTEREST FREE FINANCING!
(To qualified credit, see store for details)

Save on All
Recliners, Sofas, Loveseats & more!

ALL Sale
Priced to Move!

Save on All

NEW SHIPMENT
Our July 4th
Sale Continues

254502

$169.95

$145.95

10, 12, 15, 20 foot lengths, 10 ft. wide,
6 ft. high, 7 lines standard. Made with special
galvanized, high strength steel tubing.

Polyethylene, dual-wall,
smooth interior, corrugated
exterior. We stock all sizes
from 4” to 60” diameters.
20 ft. standard length.

FREUDENTHAL MFG.
W6322 CTH O, Medford, WI

Moveable,
U- Shaped

Clotheslines
From

$289 - $359

Here’s what Jean Ravn
has to say about our club:

“I’ve been a RAC member
since 2000, and continue
to participate in ten classes

a week like
Zumba, Step
Aerobics, and Pound. I enjoy that
the classes are included in my
membership, so that I can stay
healthy and physically fit as I age.
I believe in consistent workout
routines with a variety incorporated
to improve strength and stamina.”

536-2481 www.riversideathletic.com

Established in 1981

JOIN NOW & GET THE REST OF
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER FOR FREE

WITH A CANNED FOOD DONATION FOR
MERRILL FOOD PANTRY!

Jean Ravn

JOIN NOW
AND GET JULY
FOR ONLY $1

05
53

37
43

17
54

38

“To relieve mental
stress and feel better
about myself, I workout
three times a week.
I do this to focus on
being the best person
I can be.”

Clinton Smith

Established in 1981

Of�ce Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

2011 E. Main Street
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 536-7121

Fax: (715) 539-3686

Ad & News Deadlines:
Display Advertising:
12:30 p.m. Monday

Classi�ed Advertising:
11:30 a.m. Monday

News or press release submissions
must be one week prior to pub date.

THE FOTO NEWS (ISSN 0191-8958) is published weekly by Multi Media Channels LLC, N2919
County Road QQ, Waupaca WI 54981. Subscription price by mail: $100 per year; domestic U.S. Mail
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road construction 

to begin July 10
Lincoln County Highway Commissioner, John Hanz, 

announced road construction will start July 10, 2023, 
through August 31, 2023, for the following roads:

• CTH L
• CTH S – East of  51
• Prairie Rd. in the Town of  Merrill
• Meyers Rd. in the Town of  King
Please use an alternate route if  possible.  

Pine Crest Nursing Home 
receives 5-star rating

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On June 29, 2023, North Central 
Health Care (NCHC) announced Pine 
Crest Nursing Home had been awarded 
a five-star rating by Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
for outstanding care and service.

“The five-star rating is a testament 
to the tireless e�orts of  our dedicated 
team at Pine Crest, who work 
diligently day in and day out to provide 
compassionate and person-centered 
service to each resident,” said Gary 
Olsen, Executive Director at North 
Central Health Care. “Achieving 

a five-star rating is a significant 
accomplishment, as it signifies that 
Pine Crest consistently meets or 
exceeds the highest standards in every 
aspect of  care provision.”

CMS created the five-star quality 
rating system to help consumers, 
their families, and caregivers compare 
nursing homes more easily and to help 
identify areas about which they might 
want to ask questions, a press release 
from NCHC said. On the Nursing Home 
Care Compare website (https://www.
medicare.gov/nursinghomecompare), 
nursing homes are rated with a 1-star 
rating being the lowest and a 5-star 
rating being the highest. “Nursing 

homes with 5 stars are considered 
to have much above average quality 
and nursing homes with 1 star are 
considered to have quality much 
below average,” the release said. Each 
nursing home receives an overall 
rating, in addition to individual ratings 
for health inspections, sta®ng, and 
quality measures including overall 
resident satisfaction.

“We are thrilled to have received 
a five-star rating, which reflects our 
team’s commitment to delivering 
exceptional care and service to our 
residents and community,” said 

E. 10th Street reconstruction 
project to begin

E. 10th Street 
(Center Ave. – Lake Street)

The M2023-01 utility and road 
reconstruction project is set to begin 
Wednesday, July 5, 2023, according the 
City of  Merrill Public Works Department. 

Tra®c will be limited to local tra®c only, 
and there will be days when access will be 
limited.

The project is scheduled to be completed 
by the end of  August, and garbage will be 
picked up on the regular schedule.

Air quality concerns from Candian 
wildfire smoke cancels City Band concert
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill City Band’s 
first scheduled concert in 
the gazebo at Normal Park, 
which was set for June 28, 
2023, was canceled due to 
air quality concerns.

“We really wanted 
to play and were very 
disappointed,” said Merrill 
City Band Director Linda 
Becker that Wednesday 
evening via email. “The 
air quality has been in the 
unhealthy zone for days, 
but especially yesterday 
and today. A lot of  our 

members are older, as 
are lots of  our audience 
members, and many have 
various heart and lung or 
other health issues. It was 
deemed unsafe for them to 
be outside.”

“If  band members could 
just breathe normally, it 
wouldn’t be quite as bad,” 
she said, “but they take 
about 300-500 REALLY 
DEEP breaths per concert. 
I even had some healthier, 
younger players that were 
concerned.”

Many area citizens 
with asthma, heart issues, 
lung issues, autoimmune 

diseases, and other 
conditions have remained 
indoors for much of  last 
week, and some said they 
hadn’t left their homes or 
stepped outside in days.

“We told our Facebook 
followers already on 
Monday that cancelation 
was a possibility,” Becker 
said. 

“I belong to an email 
group of  community band 
members all around the 
country,” she said. “Almost 
every group in the Midwest 
dealing with the air quality 
conditions either canceled 
or moved their concerts 

indoors this week.”
The Merrill City Band 

is hopeful they will get 
back to their regular 
performances now that air 
quality has improved, but 
weather reports suggest 
the blue skies and white 
clouds may be short-lived 
and Wisconsin hasn’t seen 
the last of  the smoky skies 
from the wildfires that 
continue to burn in Canada. 

St. Stephens UCC offers grants to 
community groups for new projects

St. Stephens UCC in Merrill 
announced they will o�er grants to 
community groups from the area that 
would like to start new projects.

The church received a $1,500 
Catalyst Grant from the Wisconsin 
Conference UCC that they can, in 
turn, o�er to local groups to help them 
kick o� new initiatives and projects 
that will benefit the underserved in 
Merrill, they said in a press release.

“The belief  behind Catalyst Grants 
is that a lot of  good ideas never get 

tried because a local group lacks 
just the few hundred dollars it might 
take to start something great for 
the community,” the release said. 
“Catalyst Grants intend to fill that 
need to help get new ideas moving.”

Grant applications are available 
on the church’s website:  www.
ststephensucc.net. Grant applications 
should be submitted to the church no 
later than Aug. 31, 2023.

“Previous grant recipients have 
started support groups, neighborhood 

garden initiatives, educational 
programs, and other ‘Love Your 
Neighbor’ projects,” the release said.

Winners will be notified by Sept. 
30 and will be celebrated at the Food 
for Kids “Love Your Neighbor” 
Fundraising Banquet on Oct. 31 at Les 
and Jim’s.

For more information on the grant 
or on the Food for Kids Fundraising 
Banquet, call the church o®ce 
at 715.536.7322 or email church@
ststephensucc.net.

See RATING page 6



Anne Theresa Ash beck, 77,
passed away un ex pect edly on
June 24, 2023. She was
sur rounded by her family.
Anne was born Oc to ber 12,
1945, to Nicholas and Eu dora
Dirkx of Glea son, Wis con sin.
After grad u at ing from Mer rill
Se nior High School, she
be came a res pi ra tory ther a pist
and worked through out her
ca reer at Mer rill and Wausau
Hos pi tals.
While work ing at Mer rill

Hos pi tal, she met her hus band,
Nor bert “Nubs” Ash beck, and
they mar ried on April 19,
1969. To gether they had three
chil dren: Paula (Eric) Doty,

Chad (Jenny) Ash beck, and Renee (Chad) Krueger and
resided the re main der of her life in Mer rill, Wis con sin. Anne
was de voted to her fam ily and loved spend ing as much time
as pos si ble with her chil dren and grand chil dren: Kira (23),
Car son (22), Cam den (18), Kendall (20), and Charlee (11).
She could be found at tend ing all of the sport ing events,
con certs, shows, and grad u a tions of her chil dren and grand ‐
chil dren through out their lives. She also val ued sev eral
life long friend ships and had a spe cial bond with neigh bors
Cory and Nancy Mc Corkle and their chil dren Caleb (21) and
Con nor (17).
For the past 25 years, Anne en joyed trav el ing around the

coun try with friends Herm and JoAnne Zunker, sewing,
knit ting, and read ing. She was an avid lover of na ture and
music and had a pas sion for ea gles, track ing baby ea gles
from Nor folk, Virginia through the in ter net. She also en joyed
watch ing the many birds who vis ited her flower beds,
es pe cially hum ming birds and car di nals.

She was pre ceded in death by her par ents and sib lings
Daniel and Thomas Dirkx.
She is sur vived by all of her chil dren, grand chil dren, 
and sib lings Nicholas Dirkx, Peter (Bon nie) Dirkx, Pa tience
Dirkx, Mary (Al) Jus tice, Casey (Sue) Dirkx, John (Rose)
Dirkx, and Tim o thy (Gail) Dirkx.
Her fam ily wishes to ex tend their grat i tude to the Mer rill

Fire De part ment, Mer rill Po lice De part ment, Wausau
As pirus Hos pi tal, and Uni ver sity Hos pi tal in Madi son for the
ex cel lent care she re ceived dur ing her last days with us. Her
fam ily will be for ever grate ful to the fam ily mem bers and
friends who were able to be with them in per son or spirit, as
well as for all of the thoughts and prayers they re ceived.
Some times ir rev er ent, some times feisty, some times

mis chie vous, but al ways fiercely pro tec tive, thought ful, and
lov ing, Anne with an “e” will be dearly missed.
A pri vate cel e bra tion of life will be held in Mer rill in the

fall, her fa vorite time of year.
Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is

as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

Merrill
Monument

N2182 CTH K
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

30 to 45 Day
Turnaround On

All In Stock Monuments
(100 plus monuments

in stock)

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com
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Richard A. Stine
Licensed

Leah D. Reist
Licensed

Director/Licensed
Pre-need Insurance Agent

903 E. 3rd Street • Merrill • 715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Tammy Klade
Non-Licensed Support

Staff Licensed
Pre-Need Insurance Agent

Funeral Home and Cremation Services

Licensed
Director

11
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McKenna K. Meunier
Licensed
Director

Leah D. Reist
Licensed

Director/Licensed
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Direct Crema�on

$980.00
Complete

948 Grand Ave. Scho�eld
715-359-6488
HonorOne.com

4689

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist

28
61

259848

WAID FUNERAL HOME
301 Eagle Drive • Merrill, WI 54452-3714

Phone: (715) 536-4646
Website: www.WaidFuneral.com

Email: info@waidfuneral.com
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Dear Reader,
The day has turned the 

corner at midnight. The 
moon pierces through 
the treetops to a haven 
by a lake with a name 
that doesn’t matter. The 
frogs are croaking their 
own throaty melody, an 
orchestral composition 
with an earthy refrain. A 
lone wolf  howls in the distance.

In that rough-hewn setting, I wish I was with that 
old gang of  mine, toasting the goodness of  life with 
a merry libation. We would dialogue on truth and 
beauty, uncover the mysteries of  life, and enjoy another 
evening of  fellowship. We might even yowl at the moon, 
recapturing the primal energy of  our earliest forebears.

But no one is here. Those boon companions are gone 
to far-away places. I’m for once and forever on my own 
without that old gang of  mine. To be honest, I miss them, 
feeling cheated by the merciless passage of  time that has 
left me with only the memory of  their camaraderie and 
love.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Dear Reader” and “Tapestry of Love and Loss”

That Old Gang
of  Mine

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

We welcome letters to the Editor, a chance for members 
of  the community to comment on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be original, not duplications of  
letters addressed to public o�  cials or written by others. 
The views and opinions expressed are those of  the letter 
writer and do not necessarily refl ect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, Editor, or sta� .

TO THE EDITOR:
A Conditional Use Permit has been fi led with Lincoln 

County to put in a railyard owned by Prairie River Junction, 
LLC on Duginski Rd., right across from Doering Dr. 

The fact the permitting process has gotten this far is 
unconscionable for a number of  very important reasons:

1. It is a fact, railyards decrease property values 
considerably and in a county with a low tax base, this could 
be fi nancially disastrous for the county revenue. 

2. There have been approximately 3 train derailments 
a day in 2023 thus far, so over 500, with the majority in 
railyards. Trains often carry very hazardous chemicals for 
both land and air. This proposed parcel sits approx. 50 ft. 
from a wetland that drains directly into Prairie River then 
into the Wisconsin River, that provides the water for the 
town of  Merrill and all communities downstream. The 
estimated cost to clean up the derailment in Palestine, 
Ohio, alone is approximately $375 million dollars. Though 
the railroads are responsible for the cleanup, Lincoln 
County doesn’t have the funds to reimburse the property 
owners for their chemically poisoned land that is no longer 
habitable [should a derailment occur]. This property is also 
within blocks of  the administration building and police 
department 

3. The Commissioners took an oath and were bonded to 
guarantee decisions would be in the best interest of  the 
citizens they serve upon taking o®  ce. 

4. This project should not be near homes and watershed 
areas and provides zero benefi t to the community. 

– Kerrie Kanda
Merrill, Wis.

TO THE EDITOR:
Nursing homes - public or private?
I have visited several close friends, relatives, my 

grandmother and mother, over the past many years at 
Pinecrest Nursing Home. I have spent a considerable 
amount of  time there and never observed mistreatment or 
lack of  care or consideration or impatience toward residents 
by sta� . Nor have I heard a single complaint by patients.

A psychiatrist from Wausau made a visit to my mother 
to see if  he could prescribe medication that would help her, 
su� ering from alzheimers, to make a better adjustment 
there. When I shared my opinion regarding service 
provided by sta� , his fi tting response was, “they are angels 
here”.

So take your pick for your own future nursing home 
care: Pine Crest or a private for-profi t nursing home that 
could possibly provide substandard if  not abominable care.

To keep Pine Crest a county institution, sign the petition 
at Westside Grocery, Johnsons Gifts, Cenex near Post 
O®  ce, or St. Vincent de Paul.

– Bill Ritter
Merrill, Wis.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY: 
*Letters must be 250 words or less. (There will be no exceptions to this. 
Any letter longer than 250 words will not be printed.) 
*The writer must include their full name, complete address, and a 
phone number where he/she can be easily reached for verifi cation. 
Phone numbers and street addresses will not be published, but will be 
used for verifi cation purposes, if necessary. Letters must be signed and 
the name, city, and state will be printed. 
*Letters may be edited for style, grammar, and length. Form letters or 
those we determine to be libelous or slanderous will not be accepted. 
Any letter deemed derogatory, infl ammatory, or involving vulgar 
language will not be published. We reserve all rights to reject material 
submitted to this publication. 
*Letters will be published on a “fi rst come, fi rst served” basis. Any 
letters which we are unable to publish in the printed newspaper may be 
run online at www.merrillfotonews.com and/or may be printed in the 
paper at a later date.
*In fairness to all, and due to space constraints, there is a limit of 
two letters per year from an individual writer. Additional letters may 
be submitted to our Paid Letters to the Editor column and will require 
payment in full prior to publication at the same rate as Political Letters 
to the Editor (see policy below). 

POLITICAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY:
All letters submitted as an endorsement for a political candidate, 
referendum, or political agenda will carry the same guidelines as 
above; however, they will be charged $40.00 per letter of up to 250 
words in length. Longer political letters will be accepted but will be 
charged $10.00 per additional 50 words. All political letters must be 
prepaid prior to printing. Letters to the Editor will not be accepted from 
candidates running for election or representatives of an organization 
endorsing their own referendum, as these are clearly advertisements 
and not opinion letters; those submissions will be referred to our 
Advertising Department to be run as paid ads. 

|OBITUARIES|

Risk of pavement 
buckling rises 

with temperatures, 
WisDOT says

WISCONSIN – Hot temperatures in Wisconsin could 
create conditions for pavement buckling, and the 
Wisconsin Department of  Transportation (WisDOT) is 
advising motorists to be alert and take extra caution.

WisDOT said pavement can buckle when the weather 
quickly goes from cool to very hot. 

“This causes slabs of  pavement to expand and push 
against one another,” WisDOT stated. “If  the pressure 
becomes great enough, the pavement can buckle and 
create unexpected bumps or dips.” 

While it’s di®  cult to predict if, or where, buckling may 
occur, WisDOT o� ered these tips:

• Slow down, buckle up and focus your full attention on 
the roadway.

• Watch for slowing tra®  c and be ready to move over 
for all roadside workers, including highway crews as they 
repair damaged pavement.

• Before your trip, check www.511wi.gov for the latest 
information on any incidents or delays. Live video feeds 
are now available via the 511 Wisconsin tra®  c cameras.

• If  necessary, report serious pavement issues by calling 
911. Be ready to provide specifi c location information.

Learn more by watching WisDOT’s animation on 
pavement buckles at www.tinyurl.com/thybvm6z.

Park City Credit Union 
Tomahawk branch 
held a Share The 
Care event in May. 
Staff and members 
collected donations 
for the Lincoln County 
Humane Society.
 Submitted photo.
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Check us out online!
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Check us out online!
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BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: June 21, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Carolyn M. Meyers
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 28

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/15/1935 and date of death
04/05/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of 1005 Elm St, Merrill, WI
54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is October 20,
2023.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main,
Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate Office.
June Bebel
1104 Homestead Rd
Beaver Dam, WI 53916
920-382-7928
Published 6/29/23, 7/6/23 & 7/13/23

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: June 21, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Carolyn M. Meyers
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 28

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/15/1935 and date of death
04/05/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of 1005 Elm St, Merrill, WI
54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is October 20,
2023.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main,
Merrill, Wisconsin, Probate Office.
June Bebel
1104 Homestead Rd
Beaver Dam, WI 53916
920-382-7928
Published 6/29/23, 7/6/23 & 7/13/23

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: June 9, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Bonnie Joy Schmidt
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 27

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/08/1949 and date of death
05/16/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of W2566 Violet Ln, Merrill, WI
54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is October 6,
2023.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Dianna Gustafson
N11980 CTY RD CC
Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-966-1198
Published 6/22/23, 6/29/23 & 7/6/23

WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: June 9, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Bonnie Joy Schmidt
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 27

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/08/1949 and date of death
05/16/2023, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of W2566 Violet Ln, Merrill, WI
54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is October 6,
2023.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Probate Office.
Dianna Gustafson
N11980 CTY RD CC
Tomahawk, WI 54487
715-966-1198
Published 6/22/23, 6/29/23 & 7/6/23

WNAXLP

City of Merrill Property For Sale

28
41

81

The City of Merrill is o�ering these formerly tax delinquent properties for sale. This is
a sealed bid sale. Please submit bids for the properties below by Thursday July 20th,
2023. Bids will be considered based on highest bid amount and proposed use.
Property Address Property PIN # Minimum Bid
503 Wisconsin Street 25131061130177 $5,000
306 N Cleveland Street (Vacant Lot) 25131061230351 $9,000
305 East Street (Vacant Lot) 25131061130413 $2,000
1704 E Second Street 25131061820067 $6,000
Bidders are responsible for checking the accuracy of the provided information. Bids
must be submitted to the Clerk Treasurer’s OŒce in a sealed envelope marked
“PROPERTY BID” no later than 4:00 pm Thursday, July 20th, 2023. Bids must contain
bidder’s name and contact information and proposed use of the property. Property will
be conveyed via Quit Claim Deed. The City of Merrill reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to accept the bid most advantageous to the city. For more information
please contact Rod Akey at 715-536-5594.
Published July 6, 2023 WNAXLP
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images may be viewed on the Friends of  
Council Grounds State Park Facebook page, 
at the Park contact station, and at the T.B. 
Scott Free Library in Merrill. The public 
will vote on their favorite single image on 
the Friends of  Council Grounds State Park 
Facebook page or by emailing their vote for 
their favorite image to cgphotos@hotmail.
com. Only one vote per person. Duplicate 

votes will be eliminated.  
Winners will be notified and announced 

in Sept. 2023.
First-place winners in each category 

will receive a 2024 Wisconsin State Park 
vehicle sticker. Second-place winners in 
each category will receive Council Grounds 
merchandise or a gift certificate valued up 
to $15.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Friends of  Council Grounds State 
Park are again holding their ninth annual 
amateur photography contest in 2023, and 
they want to encourage visitors to Council 
Grounds State Park (CGSP), located just 
north of  Merrill, to “come and enjoy the 
park and remember to bring a camera 
along and take photos for the contest.”

Park visitors in previous years have 
captured some wonderfully unexpected and 
candid images of  animals in the park and 
people enjoying Council Grounds, as well 
as great images of  plants and landscapes, 
to enter into the contest.

Rules
There is no cost to enter and the rules are 

few and easy to follow. All photos entered 
into this year’s contest must have been taken 
within the boundaries of  Council Grounds 
State Park between Aug. 1, 2021, and July 
31, 2023, (a two-year period), and each 
person can enter only one photograph, so 
pick your best image to enter. Professional 
photographers and anyone who sells their 
photos are not eligible.

Images must be in color, submitted 
as high resolution digital JPEG files, 
emailed to:  cgphotos@hotmail.com, 
and may only be submitted between 
July 1 and July 31, 2023. Keep images at 
their original aspect ratio (don’t crop them 
into weird thin photos) for best results. No 
panoramic, digitally enhanced, or altered 
photos. Submit images that can be enlarged 
and clearly printed in an 8x10” format.

Photos can be submitted in one of  four 
contest categories, so submit your photo in 
the best category for your photo’s subject 
matter.

Photo contest categories are:
• Plants (includes wildflowers, trees, 

shrubs, fungi, berries, cones, etc.)
• Wildlife (includes animals, birds, 

insects, etc.–anything found walking, 
crawling, hopping, or flying in CGSP.)

• People using the park (includes people 
engaged in any activity in the park–
walking, hiking, cooking, swimming, 
biking, fishing, exploring, just relaxing, 

etc.). (Please do NOT include photos with 
recognizable faces of  people.)

• Landscapes (includes broad scenes, 
sunsets, sunrises, rivers, etc., but 
remember, no panoramic images.) (This is 
the most popular category.)

Each photo submitted must include:
• Contest category
• Date taken
• Photographer’s name, mailing address, 

email address, and telephone number
By entering the contest, photographers 

verify the image is their own and agree 
to have their submitted photos used/
copied/displayed/published (without fee 
or compensation) in conjunction with the 
contest, including in local publications, in 
articles relating to this or future contests; 
online at the Wisconsin Parks Website, 
on the Friends Facebook page, etc., and 
displayed in the Park contact station; on 
cards or postcards for sale by the Friends 
Group; and/or saved or re-used for any 
future purpose by the Friends of  Council 
Grounds State Park group.

Any photo that does not comply with 
the contest rules, is not properly labeled, 
or is deemed inappropriate in any way by 
the Friends of  Council Grounds State Park 
Board will be rejected.

Contest judges, DNR employees, and 
Friends Group members and their families 
are not eligible to enter.

Complete rules are available online 
at:  dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/
councilgrounds/photocontest or on the 
Friends of  Council Grounds State Park 
Facebook page. Copies of  complete rules 
are also available at the Park o®ce and in 
the entryway at the Merrill Chamber of  
Commerce o®ce.

Judging
After July 31, a panel of  judges from 

the Friends Group will narrow the entries 
down to the top three in each category. 
Photographer names will not be revealed 
to the judges. Any category with fewer than 
eight entries may be canceled. 

The three finalist photos in each category 
will then go to public voting to determine 
the final first-and second-place winners in 
each category. Public voting will take place 
from Aug. 15 through Aug. 31, 2023. Finalist 

|LEGAL NOTICES|

PINE CREST from page 1

submitted proposals. 
It didn’t take long for the Committee 

to narrow the choices down to two, 
eliminating the proposal submitted by 
Evans Senior Investments. The Evans firm 
didn’t have a representative in attendance 
at the meeting.

That left proposals from SVN and Marcus 
& Millichap. 

Jay Hintze, Executive Director of  SVN 
Hintze Commercial Real Estate, spoke 
to the Committee and said his firm had 
buyers ready to write an o�er on Pine 
Crest Nursing Home. He said their initial 
written bid of  a 4% commission was 
flexible and could potentially be reduced 
to 3%, but admitted his firm was relatively 
new to representing skilled nursing home 
properties. He also said he hadn’t had an 
opportunity to tour the actual Pine Crest 
facility when he was in Merrill. His firm 
proposed to list Pine Crest Nursing Home 
for sale for $4.6 million.

Ray Giannini, Senior Managing Director 
of  Marcus & Millichap REIS Seniors 
Housing Division, spoke to the Committee 
and proposed to list Pine Crest for–and said 
he was “confident” their firm could get–$8.5 
million from proposed buyers. He stressed 
his company’s experience in representing 
and selling seniors housing real estate. 
Marcus & Millichap proposed a flat fixed 
fee of  3% of  the purchase price should his 
firm list and sell Pine Crest Nursing Home. 

The Marcus & Millichap proposal 
emphasized his 27-year history with the 
firm and that the firm had sold more 
than $700 million of  seniors housing real 
estate, half  of  which was specific to skilled 
nursing facilities. Prior to that, he worked 
as a Senior Acquisition Analyst at a top-
10, for-profit owner and provider of  skilled 
nursing services with 250+ facilities in 14 
states. 

Marcus & Millichap’s proposal provided 

recent comparable sales of  skilled nursing 
homes in Wisconsin.

After discussions, and without the 
need to go into closed session, the A&L 
Committee decided to recommend Marcus 
& Millichap as the broker to represent 
Lincoln County should the Lincoln 
County Board vote to move forward 
with listing Pine Crest Nursing Home 
for sale. Committee members cited the 
broker’s lengthy experience working with 
and representing skilled nursing home 
facilities, the 3% proposed broker fee, and 
Giannini’s confidence in finding a buyer 
who would pay $8.5 million for the property, 
a full $3.9 million more than the sales price 
SVN had proposed.

In addition, they noted Marcus & 
Millichap had taken a personal tour of  
Pine Crest and developed a thoroughly 
researched, personalized presentation 
focusing on the facility and the Merrill 
community specifically and had also 
demonstrated how they would market the 
property. The firm’s proposed timetable 
suggested they would be able to market 
the property and deliver the Lincoln 
County Board with Letters of  Intent from 
interested buyers within 50 days of  signing 
a contract with their firm. That would leave 
time for additional negotiations and could 
still result in a closing six months from the 
signing of  the contract.

Now it is up to the Lincoln County Board 
to decide if  they will sign with the broker 
recommended by the A&L Committee and 
if  they will o®cially list Pine Crest Nursing 
Home for sale. 

The entire Lincoln County Board will 
meet next on Tuesday, July 18, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Lincoln County Service Center. 
The public can also attend the meeting 
remotely. The Agenda for the meeting has 
not yet been finalized and released but will 
be available on the County’s website when 
it is at:  https://co.lincoln.wi.us/meetings.

2023 Council Grounds State Park 
ninth annual photography contest 

This photo of a developing tadpole was entered into the Wildlife category in a previous year’s 
Friends of Council Grounds photography contest. Gregg Warning photo.

This photo, though not a contest entry, is a colorful example of the kind of image that would make 
a great entry in the Plant category. Laurie Nikolai-Svetlik photo.



Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

SHOW TIMES EFFECTIVE
7/7/23 TO 7/13/23

28
28

29

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

JOY RIDE
“R” (1HR 35MIN)

FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:45, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:45 & 7:00PM
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM
TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

INDIANA JONES
“PG13” (2HR 34MIN)

FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:00, 7:00 & 9:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM
TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

ELEMENTAL
“PG” (1HR 43MIN)

FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM
TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat., Sun., Mon.-Only Special Events

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

DINNER SPECIALS JULY
TUESDAY NIGHTS

JULY 11TH - LIVER - N - ONIONS
JULY 18TH - CHIMI’S

Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS
JULY 7TH - COCONUT SHRIMP

JULY 14TH - WALLEYE
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

CLIP-N-SAVE

28
28

49

CARRYOUT AVAILABLE
• MONDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• LUNCH AVAILABLE:
TUES. & FRI. 11am-2pm
WED. & THURS. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DINNER MENU: TUES. 4-8pm
& FRI. 4-8pm

• SATURDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SUNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm
Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

HAPPY HOUR: TUESDAY-THURSDAY • 3-6PM

418 Grand Ave., Merrill
S&S BARS&S BAR
THIS WEEK’S

DRINK SPECIAL:
JIM BEAM
BOURBON

$4 PINT MIXERS;
$2 TUB MIXERS;

$2 SHOTS
Hall Rental Available • 715-536-4664

Low carry out
prices on Booze,

Beer & Ice27
68

71

WRAP IT UP
Mexican

Food Truck,
EVERY MONDAY!
Check Out Their
Weekly Specials.

Open Daily
9 am - Close
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the gazebo set to begin

Thursday night concerts in the gazebo 
at Merrill’s Normal Park, now dubbed 
Thorogood Thursdays at Normal Park due 
to their event sponsorship, are set to begin 
on Thursday, July 13, 2023. [Thorogood is 
a Division of  Weinbrenner Shoe Company, 
headquartered in Merrill.]

Tuck Pence will kick things o� on July 
13 at 6 p.m. and the community is invited 
to bring a lawn chair or spread a blanket 
on the grass and enjoy free musical 
entertainment in the park. Additional 
sponsors Park City Credit Union, Reindl 
Printing, Ed & Sharon’s, and Merrill 
Sheet Metal helped make the Tuck Pence 
performance possible.

Thorogood Thursdays are scheduled 
to bring live music to the park every 
Thursday, except Aug. 17 during the 
Lincoln County Fair, from July 13 
through Aug. 31. Musical genres will vary 
from week to week, with something for 
everyone and the return of  some of  the 
most popular performers back by popular 
demand. 

From Beatles hits performed by The 
Britins to a little oompah-pah-pah by 
Neal Zunker and the Music Connection, 
to the instrumental variety and vocals 
Copper Box brings to the gazebo, Normal 
Park will be the place to be on Thursday 
evenings this summer. Beyond Books Community ArtShare:  

Wait, that’s LEGO too?
The Beyond Books 

Community ArtShare 
Program at the T.B. Scott 
Free Library is excited to 
present:  Wait, that’s LEGO 
too?

During July and August, 
Tim and Dawn Dunbar 
will showcase a wide, new 
assortment of  their LEGO 
collection on display at the 
library.

Guests at the library can 
view the collection and 
vote for their favorite for 
a chance to win their very 
own LEGO succulent kit!

Tim and Dawn Dunbar 
accidently started collecting 
LEGO sets in the late 1980’s 
when they bought some 
sets for their daughters. 
It has since turned into 
purchasing dozens of  new 
sets each year. Tim said they 
consider picking out kits 
they like and spending time 
together assembling them 
to be more of  a hobby than 
a collection. Sharing them 
with others is fun, so every 
set, now totaling 620, is 
currently assembled and on 
display in their home. This 
amounts to around 400,000 
individual LEGO pieces. 

Last year the Dunbars 
visited Chicago’s Museum 
of  Science and Industry to 
view the Nathan Sawaya 
LEGO sculpture exhibit.

On July 25, the T.B. Scott 
Free Library will also host 
LEGO Day at the Library. 
Come and enjoy fun things 
to do on the second floor. 
Tim and Dawn will once 
again be available from 4-6 
p.m. to answer questions 
and demonstrate another 
remote-controlledLEGO 
creation. 

Check out all the 
completed LEGO kits on 
display including dinosaurs, 
Star Wars robots, the movie 
UP, and a very detailed old 
fishing village. You’re sure 
to think, “Wait, that’s LEGO 
too?”

Ryan Hanson, Pine Crest Nursing Home 
Administrator. “Our dedicated team of  
healthcare professionals, including our 
compassionate nurses, skilled caregivers, 
and support sta�, are the backbone of  our 
success. Their expertise and commitment 
to our residents’ well-being are truly 
commendable.”

“Pine Crest takes immense pride 
in fostering a warm and nurturing 
environment that promotes physical, 
emotional, and social well-being for its 
residents,” the release said. “The facility 
o�ers a comprehensive range of  services, 
including skilled nursing care, memory 
care for individuals with dementia or 
Alzheimer’s disease, rehabilitation therapy, 

and engaging social activities designed to 
enhance residents’ quality of  life.”

Pine Crest Nursing Home is a 120-bed 
skilled nursing facility that has served 
Lincoln County for nearly 70 years. 
Located at 2100 E. Sixth Street in Merrill, 
the nursing home sits on approximately 
20 acres of  shared land with the Lincoln 
County Government Services Center and 
the Lincoln County Department of  Social 
Services building. The facility provides 
short-term rehabilitation, long-term care, 
dementia and memory care, and hospice/
comfort services for adults and is managed 
by North Central Health Care. North 
Central Health Care serves communities 
in Marathon, Lincoln, and Langlade 
counties. For more information, go to 
www.norcen.org/PineCrest.

RATING from page 3

Call 715.536.7121
TO ADVERTISE



BOTH
LOCATIONS!
4 10-Hour Days
• Both shifts available
• Possible OT on Friday
• Excellent Low Cost

Benefits (Health,Dental,
Vision)

Individual:
$80/Month

Spouse:
+$128/Month

Child:
+$42/Month

Retirement & Life Insurance
Paid Holidays and Vacations

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Merrill Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

SPI-IND.COM/CAREERS
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.
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JOIN
OUR
TEAM

• Crew Member
$19.21 - $20.71/HR

• Freight Loader
$20.98/HR

• Department Manager
2nd Shift

• Office Support
$16.00/HRThis position oversees newspaper delivery drivers

in Antigo, Merrill, Wausau & Wittenberg

• Must have a vehicle and a valid driver’s license
• Proof of car insurance
• Be reliable and responsible
• Have excellent follow through

Mileage and cell phone reimbursed

Multimedia Channels is seeking a

Part Time Circulation Manager
20-25 hrs per week/3 days per week

27
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To Apply email resume’ to: khaebig@mmclocal.com NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

Home Weekly l Paid Weekly

Full Time, Part Time, OTR & Regional Runs
We are flexible & have runs to match your needs

If you’re looking for a change, check us out!
If you’ve worked here before and left, come on back!

Contact Jody • 715-536-9789 x 2
jlokemoen@pioneertrans.com • www.pioneertrans.com

HIRING
DRIVERS

25
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Dave’s PICNIC
DEALS!

All Sales Good Through Tuesday, July 11, 2023! Limits are in place on some items.
Items based on availability. Sorry, no rainchecks.

Angel
Food Cake
$499

ea.

General Mills
Bugles,

Gardettos or
Chex Mix

Selected Varieties

2/$600
14-15 oz.

Essential
Everyday

Mushrooms

59¢
4 oz.

Food Mushrooms
Tender
Green

Asparagus
$299

lb.

Mt. Olive
Pickles
Selected
Varieties

2/$500
24 oz.

Mushrooms
Reddi Whip

Whip Cream
Aerosol

2/$600
6.5 oz.

Sweet Mini
Peppers

2/$600
1 lb. bag

Sweet Mini 
Whole

White
Mushrooms
2/$300

8 oz.

New Full Service Floral Shop Available at County Market. Ask for Rose.
FLORAL DEPARTMENT

Check Out Our Website at: www.DavesCountyMarketMerrill.com

28
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Follow
us on

Facebook

Monday – Sunday
300 E. 1ST ST. MERRILL • 715-536-2571

WE VALUE FRESH | WE VALUE FAMILY | WE VALUE YOU!

Dave’s

Thursday, July 6, 2023 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 7 7June Garden of the Month
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Park City Gardeners 
have announced the June 
2023 Garden of  the Month 
is owned by Joe and Carrie 
Osswald and located at 1310 
E. 8th St. on the corner of  
East 8th and Elm streets in 
Merrill.

“Joe and Carrie invite 
you to enjoy a view of  
their serenity,” Park City 
Gardeners representatives 
said. 

“Joe and Carrie moved 
into their home four years 
ago. The previous owners 
left behind a solid base 
of  perennials which has 
been expanded into a 
beautiful fl ower garden,” 
they said. “Over the years, 
Joe continually looked for 
plants and fl owers that 
complemented the beautiful 
perennials ... Each year he 
has added and continues to 
add a little more to create a 
beautiful serene garden. The 
garden includes perennials, 
annuals, shrubs, and 
wildfl owers. Many of  the 
plants have not blossomed 
yet, giving them beautiful 
color all summer long.”

“In addition to the garden, 
there is beautiful foliage and 
many fl owers adorning the 
landscape around the house. 
As Joe and Carrie travel 
throughout the area, they 
continually look for unique 
décor to add to their garden 
and yard.”

Their goal is to make their 
yard and garden a truly 
“happy place,” the Osswalds 
said.

Joe and Carrie Osswald’s property has been named Garden of 
the Month for June 2023. Submitted photos.

A walkway between cultivated � ower beds makes for a serene 
place to walk among the blooms.

Curated objects, such as this fountain, enhance the � owers and 
foliage in the Osswald garden.

EMPLOYMENT

Your Community 
Your News
Your Paper

NewsFotoMERRILL
™

NewsFotoMERRILL
™



Looking for
something fresh?
We’re Hiring...
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75Or stop in and pick up an application at:
Mitchell Metal Products

905 South State Street, Merrill, WI 54452

Fill out an application online at:
mitchellmetalproducts.com/about/career-opportunities

Weekend Shift Only
Friday - Sunday • 5AM - 5PM

Work 36 hours and get paid for 40!

We are looking for bulk drop drivers to
deliver in the Wausau area Wednesday
& Thursday mornings.

REQUIREMENTS

Must be Responsible/Reliable
Have your own vehicle with insurance
Have and maintain a good driving record.
Desire to become an Independent Contractor

GREAT OPPORTUNITY IF YOU’RE LOOKING
TO SUPPLEMENT YOUR CURRENT INCOME!

BE YOUR OWN

BOSS!

Serious inquirers should email
their name and phone number to:
wausauads@mmclocal.com
Subject line: Circulation

26
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Join Our Team!!

1030 S Superior St, Antigo, WI 54409
715-6274331

28
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Equipment Service Technician
We are looking for an experienced service
technician for equipment repair. Experience or
training with equipment repairs including diesel
engines, hydraulic systems, etc. We service
many makes and models but focus primarily on
the brands we sell including Bobcat compact
equipment, GMC Trucks, and Mahindra.
Training is included. This is a full time position
with bene­ts.

Truck and Equipment Salesperson
Due to an upcoming retirement, Quinlan’s
Equipment is looking for an individual to sell
GMC trucks and Equipment including Bobcat,
Mahindra, Hustler Commercial mowers and
others. The ideal candidate will have sales and
quoting experience and a working knowledge of
trucks and equipment. Position will include inside
and outside sales. Individual will be required
to plan and execute sales calls on existing
accounts and making cold calls on new ones.
Sales training is available for all brands. This is
a full time position with bene­ts, base pay and
commission.

Maintenance Position
We have a position opening in August for a part
time maintenance employee. Approximately
25 hours per week. Duties include general
building clean up, vehicle and equipment
clean up, ground care and maintenance, Snow
removal, Etc.
E-mail resume to: info@quinlansequipment.com

Mail resume to: Quinlan’s Equipment, Inc. PO
Box 459, Antigo, WI 54409

Excellent Pay! Starting at $20.00/hour + Shift Differential!
High Earnings Potential. Up to $70,000 in your first year!
401(k) Match up to 4%! Plus Annual Raises!
10 Paid Holidays + 2 Paid Personal Days Per Year!
Medical, Dental, & Vision Coverage after 60 days!
Advancement Opportunities!
Take pride in making packaging for world reknown food brands!
Find your next career at GPI, and check us out on our website!

GPI is an Equal Opportunity Employer

$2,000
Retention
Bonus

Are you looking for a
manufacturing career?

Apply Online at
GRAPHICPKG.COM/CAREERS/

Plant Location:
200 Central Bridge St.

Wausau, WI 54401
170857

Polywood Fabrication is the
perfect job if you want great
pay, promotion opportunities,
job flexibility and more.

Check out our careers site for all
current openings. Apply online
at CareersPF.com

HIGH STARTING PAY
AT $18 HOURLY

BENEFITS & PERKS
• 401Kw/EmployerMatch
•Flexible4-DayWorkWeek
•Medical, Life &Other Insurance
• 8PaidHolidays +EarnExtraDays
•MonthlyGasCard Incentive
•AnniversaryBonus
•Quarterly Bonus up to$800

WE’RE HIRING

APPLY TODAY
CareersPF.com

400 North 72nd Ave, Wausau

27
28
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715-536-2020 715-536-3250

FULL-TIME OPTICIAN
Must be

detail-oriented,
optical or customer
service experience

required.

Submit Resume to: Dr. Ron J. Pif�, Optometrist
1007 E. 1st Street, Merrill, WI 54452

A Few Of The Perks:
• Flexible Online Scheduling
• Tuition Reimbursement
• WRS Pension Plan with Employer Match

• Health, Dental, and Vision Coverage
• Retention & Referral Incentives
• Fun & Supportive Work Environment

Learn more or apply online at www.norcen.org/Careers

P I N E C R E S T N U R S I N G HOM E

NOC Shift RN Positions Available at up to $40.50/hour!

Amazing Employees.
EXCEPTIONAL CARE.

Amazing Employees.
EXCEPTIONAL CARE.

Dietary Aide Positions Available at $14.50-$16/hour!

28
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Price County Department of
Health and Human Services

Price County is accepting applications for a Social Worker to join our team in the
Children & Youth Unit of the Department of Health and Human Services. Work
involves serving children, youth and families faced with youth justice and child
welfare issues and includes family-based support services to keep families intact
or to reunify families who have experienced out of home placements. Position has
extensive contact with the public, other service providers in the community and state,
law enforcement and the court system, and other employees in the department.
Position functions are performed in an of�ce, client home, and community setting.
Work involves in-home services including family assessments and treatment
planning, case management, after-hours on-call services, and alternate care
services. Responsibility for cases and decision-making occurs jointly with the
supervisor. Position is under the direct supervision of the Children and Youth Unit
Supervisor and the general supervision of the Health and Human Services Director.
This is a full time, regular position with a full bene�t package and starting hourly
wage range of $27.89 to $30.26, depending on experience. Bene�ts include
Wisconsin Retirement System with employer match, health insurance, 10 days of
vacation after 90 days of service, 10 paid holidays, paid sick leave, employee lifestyle
enhancement perk, and paid maternity/paternity leave. Dental/vision, health savings
account, �ex spending, WI Deferred Comp, life, short-term disability, accident, and
cancer/critical illness coverages are available.
A full description of minimum requirements and application instructions can
be found on the Price County website’s employment opportunities page at
www.co.price.wi.us, by emailing a request to hrof�ce@co.price.wi.us or by calling
715-339-5131.

Completed applications and resume must be received by the
Price County Of�ce of Administration no later than 4:30 pm on

July 12, 2023, to be considered for this position.
Price County is an equal opportunity employer.

SOCIALWORKER

160569

Flannery & Flannery

Experience with QuickBooks and Excel preferred
Willing to train on the job

Salary based on experience.

Call (715) 623-7636

SEEKING A FULL TIME

SECRETARY

Page 8 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, July 6, 20238 EMPLOYMENT



3 WEEKS & BE ON THE ROAD
to a better paying job! Train with
us to get your CDL without a wait
list! 715-942-2700 ext. 102

GARAGE SALE
KITS

NOW AVAILABLE!
Let Garage Sale Gail help you

with your next sale!
Kit Includes:
• 2 garage sale signs
• 140 pricing stickers
• 3 balloons
• 1 pen
• 1 inventory sheet
• How to have a successful

garage sale pamphlet
• 1 coupon for $5 off your

NEXT classified ad!

ONLY $5.00 PER KIT! *
* With the purchase of a

classified ad.

Avail able at
Merrill Foto News

2011 E. Main St., Mer rill

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No contract & no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more
info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do
you want to get up to 100% back
on Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company has pet cover-
age that can help! Call 1-844-244-
7146 to get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/wicp
(WCAN)

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our Vet-

erans. Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

Dental insurance - Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance -
not a discount plan. Get your free

dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance

Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promo-

tion & distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or

visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARAN-
TEED LIFE INSURANCE! No
medical exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral & other
final expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company 844-
433-5898 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wcp (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK
to HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3-Day Vacation. Tax De-
ductible. Free Towing. All paper-
work taken care of! CALL 844-
374-3067 (WCAN)

For Sale: African Geese Goslings
and Adult Pair. 5 weeks old
Goslings and 3 year old Pair. $20
each. 715-536-3635. Thank you!

Attention oxygen therapy users!
Inogen One G4 is capable of

full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit.

Call 877-929-9587DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RESULTS! Affordable ad-
vertising that fits your budget!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers’
Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Develop-
ment Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.
com

HOME GROWN BEEF No Im-
plants, 1/4s $2.75/lb 1/2 $2.70/lb
July Process 715-470-0458

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for (350+)
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516 www.den
tal50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

STONEWARE WANTED
Collector paying $1000+/-
for Red Wing salt glazed or adver-
tising crocks, jugs, churns & water

coolers. (612)685-6762

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up. Credit

Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Do you have $10k or more in

debt? Call National Debt Relief to
find out how to pay off your debt

for significantly less than what you
owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

WANTED Propane tank, 250lbs or
larger, in good shape - for disabled
Veteran. 715-882-2952

RHINELANDER H.S. CLASS
of Years 1958-65

Class Re union
Fri., Aug. 11, 2023, 4-11 p.m.

Cabaret Cove
1540 Pueblo Dr., Rhinelander
$12.00 each incl. pizza, salad

and bread, w/cash bar and
payment at door.

Carol Henrichs: 715-499-0365
Contact information:

Jan Johnson 715-490-6765

MobileHelp, America's premier
mobile medical alert system.

Whether you're home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No long
term contracts! Free brochure!

1-888-489-3936

Beautiful snowshoe Siamese
kittens. Blue, seal, tortie pt.
Ready now! $300.00 Please leave
message if no answer. Serious
only! 715-421-3667.

WAUSAU Downsizing
1630 Gemini Place

TH 7/13 thru SAT 7/15 8a-6p.
Household, hunting, tools, fishing

items, musky lures, old collectibles
& new items, great for gifts!

Diagnosed with lung cancer &
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation!
We've recovered millions. Let us
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

WCAN (Wisconsin Community
Ad Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the
best of their ability. Unfortunately,
many unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL AN-
SWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more information, or to
file a complaint regarding an ad,
please contact The Department
of Trade, Agriculture & Con-
sumer Protection 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

5 cute & friendly
English Spaniel Australian
Shepherd puppies for sale.

$50 each. 715-316-7506

Tomahawk: Friday, 7/7,12 p.m.-
5 p.m., Saturday, 7/8,9 a.m.- 3
p.m., Sunday, 7/9,10 a.m.- 1
p.m. Four wheeler, pontoon, ap-
pliances & more! EVERYTHING
MUST GO - HOME TO BE DE-
MOLISHED! - NO EARLY
SALES. We DO NOT give out
prices or information prior to the
sale. Please do not text, call or
email requests. - First come, first
served. Deli style numbers will
be given out starting at 11:00am
on Friday. 2095 Lake Nokomis
Rd

• Cooks
• Bartenders

HELP WANTED
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1205 N Lake St. Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-7471

APPLY IN
PERSON

EaglesClubThe

ACA BOXER PUPPIES
shots/wormed/vet Ready Now! 3-F
4-M $1200 715-721-0141

AKC CHOC LAB PUPS Born 5/11
shots/wormed $500 reserve 608-
396-1374 608-488-2393

AKC CREAM ENGLISH
RETRIEVER PUPS

Dews/shots/wormed/Vet checked
715-216-2037

Merrill 2 Bedroom lower W/D
hookups, near Kate Goodrich,
Water/Sewer included, shed, yard,
easy access to Wausau, Cats con-
sidered, Call 715-610-7028.Christmas in July. Craft Fair.

New & Used. Lavender, Rose
plants, House plants, Garden
Flags, New framed pictures, New
plush throw blankets, Planters,
Fresh flowers, Breakfast, Lunch &
Dinner served. New items added
weekly. Cash only. Weather per-
mitting. Thurs 9-9; Fri 9-5. The
whole month of July. 108 E 4th St.,
Merrill Or by appointment 715-
722-0252 ask for May.

Are you a pet owner? Do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet

bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that
can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to

get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/ads

Apply In-person at 1400 W Taylor Street
or Email resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

• Field Service Technician
• Inventory Control Manager
• Over The Road Truck Driver

For additional information visit
www.indeed.com, or apply in person at
Lincoln Wood Products-Employment Of�ce

“Seeking quality people to make a quality product.”
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Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE informational
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! FREE consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

QUALITY FREEZER BEEF
Burger $5.10/lb; Roasts $6.75/lb;
Ribeye Steaks $14/lb; Filet
Mignon $14/lb; T-bones $13/lb;
Various other cuts avail Holton
Homegrown 106098 Holton Rd.
Abbotsford 715-470-0458 No
Sunday Sales

BERNEDOODLE Pups, $1800 1
year guarantee. 715-409-0533

Cavapoo Puppies, 1st Shots &
dewormed, non-shedding, cuddly,
cute & friendly. $350 CASH. Call
or Text 715-223-5078

Large 9 Family Sale: N1305 Deer
Run Ave, Merrill. Everything you
can imagine and more to furnish
office or household, display
stands, Large items, solid furni-
ture, 7 Days a Week, 9am-5pm,
weather permitting.

Wanted: Private party interested
in purchasing 2-3 br. One story
home within Merrill City limits. Pre-
fer older ranch style but will con-
sider all. No fixer-upper. 731-664-
7892

CAVAPOO PUPS
shots/wormed/dews/vet check
very cute $500 715-470-0458

#509642-DS
Switch & save up to $250/yr on
talk, text & data. No contract or
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based service.

Call 1-855-903-3048

Large sale with a goal! Ethan
Allen drop front desk, end ta-
bles, drop leaf table, file cabi-
nets, upholstery material, small
kitchen appliances, assorted
kitchen and glassware, linens,
Pampered Chef, German plates
& mugs, holiday decorations,
metal kitchen rack, dolls, bas-
kets, pictures and frames, fire-
place tools, games & puzzles,
lawn and garden tools, drill
press, 2 man saw; new still in
the box, laundry tubs including
all plumbing fixtures; new, never
installed, 36" pocket door includ-
ing frame and all hardware;
much more. All items are clean.
Our goal? To be able to use our
garage this winter!
Thurs. 7-5
Fri. 7-5
Sat. 9-4
204 Prairie Lane
West on Main St. south on
Prospect St. Then left onto
Prairie Lane. Watch for the
signs.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS
AKC Excel Temp Genetic Guaran-
tee Parents OFA’d 715-537-5413
www.jerland.com #268001-DS
(WCAN) BUYING SALVAGE

MOTORCYCLES-ATVs-
WATERCRAFT
920-850-9299

Local Dealer Free Pickup!
LAB CROSS PUPPIES shots, de-
wormed Ready to Go, 5-F, 3-M
some are tri colored $150 715-
654-5016

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196. MINI AMERICAN ESKIMO PUP-

PIES family raised, wormed/1st
vac PAWSATIVLY Adorable! $400
OBO 715-218-7189

17 Foot Grumman Canoe and
Trailer $500 OBO. Call 715-536-
1582 or 715-921-2535.

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196. MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS

shots/wormed/dews Can Del.
$900 715-255-2661 (269146)

Price County is accepting applications for the position of Corporation
Counsel. This position is responsible for advising and representing the
County Board, governing bodies, committees, departments, and of�cials
of the County in civil legal matters involving the County. The duties and
responsibilities of the Corporation Counsel are established by the County
Board and performed under, and subject to, the review and direction of the
Administrative committee with the approval of the County Board.
This is a full time, regular, exempt position with a full bene�t package
and starting annual salary range of $90,771 to $96,324, depending on
experience. Bene�ts include Wisconsin Retirement System with employer
match, health insurance, vacation, 10 paid holidays, paid sick leave,
employee lifestyle enhancement perk, and paid maternity/paternity leave.
Dental/vision, health savings account, �ex spending, WI Deferred Comp,
life, short-term disability, accident, and cancer/critical illness coverages
are available.
Located in north central Wisconsin, midway between Hayward and
Minocqua, Price County is home to a variety of natural resources. Our
abundance of woods and waters provides endless outdoor recreational
opportunities. The communities in Price County offer shopping, dining,
services, affordable housing, and a friendly atmosphere.
A full description of minimum requirements and application
instructions can be found on the Price County website’s employment
opportunities page at www.co.price.wi.us, by emailing a request to
hrof�ce@co.price.wi.us or by calling 715-339-5131.

Completed applications and resume must be received by the
Price County Of	ce of Administration no later than 4:30 pm on

July 12, 2023, to be considered for this position.
Price County is an equal opportunity employer.

PRICE COUNTY
CORPORATION COUNSEL
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POMERANIAN-MINI-AUSTRAIL-
IAN SHEP CROSS PUPS
2F-$300 4M-$250 8wks old 715-
823-3052

New & Used Lawn & Garden
Equipment

Large selection serviced and
ready for spring!

Full service small engine repair.
Tillers, mowers, chainsaws,

log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to So. on Dixie.
715-370-3002

Rhinelander: Friday, 7/7-Sunday,
7/9, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. CASH ONLY.
Furniture pickup tbd. Household
goods, furniture, tools, books (Mili-
tary history and scifi), decorations,
mint collectibles, toys and posters,
prebuilt and painted military, air-
craft and various scifi models,
model kits, electronics and
records, tabletop wargame minia-
tures and games (Battletech, etc.)
518 N. Stevens St.

PUREBRED BEAGLE PUPPIES
shots/wormed, $350 Ready Now
715-680-0140 or 715-257-9316

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Brindle colored Shots UTD
Ready Now! $500 715-823-2147

PUREBRED GOLDEN
RETRIEVER PUPPIES
Shots/Wormed, Friendly

Males-$450 cash only 715-267-
6370 No Sunday Calls

WAUPACA GUN SHOW JULY 7 &
8th. VFW Post 1037, 244 Indus-
trial Dr. Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm
BUY-SELL-TRADE-BROWSE!!
Adm $5, We Pay Cash for Guns &
Related Items. Call the Gun
Buyer 608-548-4867

For Sale: 2005 Ford F150 Super
Cab, Automatic 4WD, 90,250
Miles, Excellent Condition.
$13,000. Call 715-921-6935.

TOMAHAWK- 22 W. Lincoln Ave.
Puzzles Only garage sale July 7 &
8, 9-2. Most priced $4 or under.
Buy 4, get 5th Free. RANGER PUPS Cavapoo and

Cocker Spaniel $500 shots/worm
715-257-1158 PARK CITY CREDIT UNION -

MERRILL
2012 FORD F-150 4WD

SUPERCAB XLT
COLOR: BLUE

MILEAGE: 194,679
VIN# 1FTFX1ET2CFA10657

MINIMUM BID $6,400
OR BEST OFFER

Please contact Trish @
715-536-8351 Ext. 4233

Vintage Collectable Sale 304 N
State St., Merrill. Weather Permit-
ting, July 7 & 8, 10AM-2PM. Lots
of MCM, Depression Glass,
Vases, Guys Stuff.

SHEBA INU PUPS BORN 5-18-23
dewormed, had first shots family
raised, $500 Call Amy 715-669-
3847

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!
(WCAN)

Fund Raiser Garage Sale Trinity
Lutheran Church, Merrill 107 N
State St. Fri. July 14, 8AM-6PM,
Sat. July 15 8AM-1PM.

SILVER LABRADOODLES 2nd
Gen, shot/wormed non-shed 8
wks old 715-660-1085
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MobileHelp, America’s Premier
Mobile Medical Alert System.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-

bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.

Call 1-833-610-1936

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of
death, according to the AMERI-
CAN HEART ASSOCIATION.
Screening can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact
Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior

& Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

24
43

01

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 19 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

Knotty Pine for your walls and
ceilings, Cabin Grade T&G 1X6,
End Matched, Clear Coated in
stock. $1 lin. FT. Call Lawrence
at Iron Bridge 715-257-1011
Athens, WI.

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRE-
LESS home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G & 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

Safe Step. North America's #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-

stallation and service. Now featur-
ing our free shower package &

$1600 off - limited time! Financing
available. 1-855-417-1306

28
33
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Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To StopA Trane? 2852

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & Handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-454-
6827 (WCAN)

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby

generator $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote.

Call before the next power outage:
1-855-948-6176

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

We Specialize in Everything Heating & Cooling
4414 Stewart Ave., Wausau
715-573-7285

RoyalHeating.net | Financing Available 263070

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of

select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,

Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/one-time $20

copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.

Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,

Cabins, Homes.
Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast in-
ternet no matter where you live. 25

Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bun-

dle TV & Internet. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MOBILITY! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Thorne Construction LLC

Joseph Thorne
Fully Insured

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop-Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197
Your Dream Builder

26
31

44

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25
mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-920-
3533 (WCAN)

Shingled Roofs
Tear Offs
Fascia & Soffit
Rubber Roofs

715.224.2375 Tomahawk, WI
Locally Owned ˜ Fully Insured ˜ State Certi�ed ˜ Free Estimates

17
16

Mary

219681

Sandy, OwnerEmily

1005 E. Main St. • 715-536-1345

Debbi

• Lashes • Facials • Body Waxing
• Nails • Pedicures• Hair

Leah

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES TODAY with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a FREE
Quote! Call now before the next
power outage: 1-877-626-1009
(WCAN)

DIRECTV New 2-year Price Guar-
antee. The most live MLB games
this season, 200+ channels & over
45,000 on-demand titles.
$84.99/mo for 24 months with
CHOICE Package. Some restric-
tions apply Call DIRECTV 1-888-
925-9452 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the
best looking & longest lasting ma-
terial, steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
3 Styles & multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500 discount
+ Add’l 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs 1-877-845-
6606 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get
your favorite live TV, sports, &
local channels. 99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max & Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

������������
��������� �������� ���� ��������

FOR YOUR WALLS
& CEILINGS

241536Corlad Rd. Athens,WI 54411
Call Lawrence@715-257-1011

Est. 2013

KNOTTY
PINE

T&GPANELING
DOORS&TRIM

����� ���������

CABIN
GRADET

&G

CLEARCOATED

$.99 LN FT

27
36
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FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

The bathroom of your dreams for
as little as $149/mo! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options avail. Qual-
ity materials & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer -
FREE virtual in-home consultation
now & SAVE 15%! Call today! 1-
877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos

(w/Choice Package or higher.) No
contract or hidden fees! Some re-

strictions apply. Call IVS
1-866-859-0405

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING
A NEW SHOWER? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE de-
sign consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

DISH NETWORK Only from Dish -
3 yr TV Price Guarantee! 99% Sig-
nal Reliability, back by guarantee.
Includes Multi-Sport with NFL
Redzone. Switch & Get a FREE
$100 Gift Card. Call Today! 1-844-
897-8523 (WCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply.

Promo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

128921

Tired Of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Efÿcient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Rooÿng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!
Local pick up and delivery available.

Complete Lawn & Garden Power Equipment Repair
4001 Dixie Ave. Wausau

1 mile N of Fleet Farm on Hwy K then E on Emery and So. on Dixie.
Mon - Fri 8-4:30 • 715-370-3002282368

CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

Hurry in!
While

Supplies
Last

NORTH CENTRAL POWER EQUIPMENT
Troy Bilt Tractors • Bobcat & Red Max Zero Turns • Echo

New & Used Available and ready to deliver

AY

Steve Thompson, Aniwa

27
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2023Merrill Summer
Baseball Schedule
2023Merrill Summer
Baseball Schedule

The Sports Calendar of events is sponsored by:The Sports Calendar of events is sponsored by:

Junior Legion
Mon. July 10 Plover (DH) Athletic 5:30 p.m.

Thurs. July 13-Mon. July 17th Regional’s
Post 46

Fri. July 7-Sun. July 9th Merrill Tournament
Mon. July 10 Plover Away 7:00 p.m.
Tues. July 11 WI Rapids Athletic 7:00 p.m.

Merrill Rangers
Sun. July 9 Everest Athletic 1:30 p.m.
Wed. July 12 Waupaca Athletic 7:30 p.m.

Real RewardsChecking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APYmay change at any time after your
account is opened, at the discretion ofNicoletNational Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If quali�cations aremet for the quali�cation cycle, Tier 1: �eportion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000will
earn 3.00%APY. Tier 2: �eportion of your balance that is over $15,000will earn 0.01%APY. �eAPY for Tier 2will range from0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If quali�cations are notmet for the
quali�cation cycle, your entire balancewill earn 0.01%APY. Youmust enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each quali�cation cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions donot count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. DisclosedAPY assumes all interest remains ondeposit.
Fees andwithdrawals of interest will reduce earnings andAPY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. SeeNicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

NicoletBank.com | 800.369.0226

Real Rewards Checking
THOUSANDS HAVE EARNED $20 MILLION
IN THE LAST 12 YEARS! READY TO BE ONE OF THEM?
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takes first place at State

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Athletes from the Merrill Bluejays Trap 
Team attended the State Shoot on June 
23, 2023, at the Wisconsin Trapshooting 
Association (WTA) Homegrounds in 
Nekoosa, and Merrill’s Maria Ashbrenner 
took first place in the State in the Ladies 
Intermediate/Advanced Division, 
shooting 97/100.

Nicholas Kriegel was the top male 
scorer for the Bluejays, also shooting 
97/100 in the Junior Varsity Division.

From the Merrill team, 37 athletes 
competed at State. 

Throughout the season, Merrill athletes 
participate in American Trap, competing 
against thousands of  other athletes 
throughout Wisconsin. 

“Love Your Neighbor” 
Fundraising Banquet 
seeking nominations 

Nominate a business, individual, or family who 
positively impacts our community 

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Food For Kids, a non-profit organization 
in Merrill dedicated to eliminating child 
hunger in the community, will host a “Love 
Your Neighbor” Banquet in October to 
raise funds for their cause.

As a part of  this year’s banquet, Food 
For Kids wants to honor their “neighbors” 
who “positively impact” the Merrill 
area community, and they are asking 
the community to nominate a business, 
individual, or family deserving of  
recognition. 

Nominations are currently being 
accepted in three categories. 

• Corporate Neighbor of  the Year
• Small Business of  the Year

• Neighbor of  the Year (Individuals or a 
Family)

Nominations will close on Aug. 31, 2023.
The Food For Kids Committee will 

review all nominations and select a winner 
for each category. Winners will be notified 
by Sept. 29.

The “Love Your Neighbor” awards will 
be presented at the Food For Kids “Love 
Your Neighbor” Banquet on Oct. 28, 2023, at 
Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes, which begins at 
4 p.m. Organizers are hopeful all nominees 
will attend the banquet.

At the banquet, the Food For Kids Board 
of  Directors will also recognize and present 
an award to their “Partner Agency of  the 
Year.” 

For more information, go to:  https://
forms.gle/EYSqYiiUaQeMVcn89.

MAPS accepts June donations
The following donations were approved and/or accepted at the June 21 Merrill Area 

Public Schools (MAPS) Board of  Directors meeting:
Donation of  labor and materials from the Silver “M” Club and SGS Environmental 

valued at $6,150 for placing recognition bricks in the plaza at Jay Stadium; donation of  
cash from Incredible Bank Foundation valued at $20,000 for theater lighting upgrades 
and Theatre Jays program support; a check from Stacy Literski valued at $30 for 
Girls’ Soccer; funds from Aspirus Merrill Hospital valued at $1,800 for training pupil 
services sta� to o�er Aggression Replacement training and Learning to Breathe for 
middle school students; a check from AGRA Industries, Inc. valued at $250 for DECA 
Color Run supplies; funds from Culvers of  Merrill valued at $190 for Merrill FFA via 
the Culver’s Scoops of  Thanks Day; diapers for a family in need from the Mary Geiss 
Memorial Foundation valued at $44.86 for helping out a family at Pine River School for 
Young Learners; funds from Sutton’s Wine Bar valued at $300 for The Nest at Merrill 
High School; a monetary gift from Bob & Janet Grunenwald valued at $1,500 for a JV 
baseball fence at Merrill High School; a monetary gift from Merrill Foundation valued 
at $2,000 for the MHS Theatre Jays; a check from Cordova Agency Inc. valued at $125 
for the DECA Color Run; a check from Gail Abegglen valued at $50 for the Merrill FFA 
in memory of  Alissa Sosnovske; sensory items, weighted vests and jacket, and visual 
timers from the Mary Geiss Memorial Always Believe in Children valued at $500 for Kate 
Goodrich Elementary School Special Education student needs; a check from Packaging 
Corporation of  America valued at $100 for DECA Color Run supplies; a check from Club 
X to C valued at $866 for the DECA fundraiser; and a monetary gift from Community 
Foundation of  NCW valued at $1,019.19 for the MHS FAB Lab for partnership with 
the elementary schools to promote STEAM Education and the Beyond Crayons and 
Computers Grant.

Lincoln County residents 
invited to attend Northwoods 

Six-County Lakes Meeting
The Northwoods Six-County Lakes 

Meeting will be held on Friday, July 14, 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at Nicolet College 
in Rhinelander, and Lincoln County 
residents are invited to attend. 

Lake group leaders and members 
from six northern Wisconsin counties 
will convene for a discussion of  water 
resource issues. The meeting will feature 
a panel of  experts involved with enforcing 
laws and regulations that address boating 
and safety, shoreland zoning, short-term 
property rentals, fish and game rules, and 
general outdoors-related activity. 

Panelists are:
• Karl Jennrich, Director, Oneida 

County Planning and Zoning
• Erika Roeder, Administrator, Iron 

County Zoning
• Darren Kuhn, Conservation O®cer, 

Wisconsin DNR
• Grady Hartman, Sheri�, Oneida 

County (or designee)
• Wisconsin DNR Conservation Warden 

(to be announced)
The meeting will also include an update 

on state government policy related to 
water given by Mike Engleson, Executive 

Director of  Wisconsin Lakes; an update 
on invasive zebra mussels and spiny water 
flea from Gretchen Gerrish, Director of  
the UW Center for Limnology’s Trout 
Lake Research Station; and a presentation 
on loons and lead poisoning given by Mark 
Naniot, Director of  Rehabilitation at Wild 
Instincts in Rhinelander.

There will be time for a question-and-
answer session in which attendees can 
raise issues of  specific concern to their 
lakes. Master of  ceremonies for the 
meeting will be Eric Olson, Director of  
UW-Extension Lakes.

Exhibits will be o�ered by area 
educational, nonprofit, and government 
organizations. Attendees are expected 
from Oneida, Vilas, Forest, Langlade, 
Lincoln, and Iron Counties.

The event is jointly sponsored by 
the Oneida County Lakes and Rivers 
Association (www.oclra.org) and the Vilas 
County Lakes and Rivers Association 
(www.vclra.org). No pre-registration is 
required. For more information, contact 
Ted Rulseh at 920.242.8671 (trulseh@
tjrcommunications.com) or Tom Ewing at 
630.985.8472 (president@vclra.org).

A group of Merrill 
kids held a lemonade 
stand to raise money 
to purchase supplies 
for the Lincoln County 
Humane Society. 
Emersyn, Graysen, 
Kenzingtyn, and 
Hudsyn had fun with 
their lemonade stand 
and shopping for the 
pets.

Submitted photo.
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Flannery & Flannery
Buying standing

timber and timberland for
2023/2024 cutting.
We pay top dollar!

Cash up front!
Call (715) 623-7636

281700
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BY MIKE WARREN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

WISCONSIN – Hot, dry 
and hazy. Those have been 
the words most often used 
to describe Wisconsin’s 
summer weather so far. To 
make matters worse, there 
appears to be no end in 
sight to the latter.

Hundreds of  wildfires 
burning in northern parts 
of  Canadian provinces 
are sending a seemingly 
endless supply of  haze and 
smoke to Wisconsin and 
beyond. And this may just 
be the beginning.

“A lot of  these fires 
that are burning are in 
areas where they either 
can’t extinguish the fires 
because they’re in such 
remote areas, or they just 
don’t have the sta�,” said 
the Wisconsin DNR’s Ron 

Schneider, during a June 
27 conference call with 
Wisconsin media outlets. 
“They’ve brought in 
firefighters from France, 
from Italy, Australia, 
Mexico, so they have a lot 
of  partners helping them 
to extinguish these fires, 
but it looks like we’re 
gonna have – as long as we 
have this northerly flow 
from the air that goes from 
the northern provinces 
in Canada down through 
the Midwest – we’re going 
to be seeing this smoke,” 
Schneider added. “The 
only thing that we can 
hope for is the fires are 
extinguished, which may be 
months before some of  the 

Canadian forest fires are 
extinguished, or a change 
in the weather pattern 
which would take the main 
flow of  the air, instead of  
that northerly flow, maybe 
more of  a western or 
southwest pattern, like we 
normally see in summer in 
Wisconsin.” 

Schneider also 
mentioned this has become 
an above-average year, and 
early season, for forest fires 
in Canada, which is facing 
the same high fire dangers 
and drought situations like 
we are here in Wisconsin. 
For those reasons, the DNR 
is keeping its firefighters 
here, and not sending aid 
to Canada.

“We did send some 
firefighters to Michigan to 
help them with a 2,400-acre 
fire,” Schneider said. “We 
do have a compact with 
Ontario and Manitoba, and 
part of  the reason why we 
didn’t send any firefighters 
to Canada yet is because 
of  our drought here in 
Wisconsin. Typically we’re 
not very busy with fires in 
June in Wisconsin, but this 
year due to the drought, 
we are using all of  our 
resources from Wisconsin 
DNR to take care of  
Wisconsin first,” Schneider 
added. “Hopefully we keep 
getting more rain and then 
eventually we can assist 
our partners to the north.”  

Most unhealthy smoke 
impacts have been felt 
across much of  eastern 
Wisconsin, in particular 
along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline, according to the 
DNR’s Craig Czarnecki.

“In the Milwaukee 
area we are seeing some 
very unhealthy AQIs (Air 
Quality Indices) there. 
In fact, Milwaukee is 
currently experiencing 
some of  the highest levels 
of  air pollution, not just 
in the U.S., but across 
the globe, right now,” 
Czarnecki said, during the 
same June 27 conference 
call.

Some of  the thickest 
smoke plumes of  the 
summer were seen moving 
north to south across the 
Badger State during the 
late morning hours of  June 
27, when the Wisconsin 
Department of  Natural 
Resources issued a 48-hour 
Air Quality Advisory for 
the entire state.

“Go inside if  you have 
any symptoms, things like 
coughing and shortness of  
breath” Czarnecki added. 

“If  you do have 
a respiratory or 
cardiovascular health 
condition that puts you 
at greater risk and need 
to spend time outside, a 
well-fitting N95 mask may 
be helpful,” said Mark 
Werner from the Wisconsin 
Department of  Health 
Services. “Air conditioning 
can be helpful, but not 
everyone has access to 
air conditioning, so if  
you have a neighbor or 
relative who doesn’t have 
air conditioning, it’s a 
good idea to check on your 
neighbors and relatives 
who you think may be more 
at risk,” Werner added.

“People with heart or 
lung disease, older adults, 
and children should avoid 
prolonged or heavy exertion 
and consider avoiding all 
physical outdoor activities; 
everyone else should 
reduce prolonged or heavy 
exertion and consider 
avoiding prolonged or 
heavy exertion,” read 
the DNR’s Air Quality 
Advisory.

“There’s a few things 
people can do to protect 
themselves from the 
wildfire smoke,” says 
Czarnecki. “I guess the big 
one – if  you don’t have to 
be outside, the best way to 
avoid wildfire smoke is to 
stay indoors. And in your 
home, make sure your 
doors and windows are 
closed, so you can keep that 
wildfire smoke and those 
particles outside. And then 
run your air conditioning 
on recirculate if  you can, to 
help circulate some of  that 
fresh air.”  

For more information on 
current air quality, please 
see: https://airquality.
wi.gov.

Gray skies �lled with smoke coming down from Canadian wild�res have been a common occurrence this summer in Wisconsin and 
many other states. Submitted photo.
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