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Midwest Crane Count helps track sandhills

Waupaca School District
hires activities director

New London boys win track meet in Stevens Point 

Lencki wins twice for Waupaca boys in Merrill

BY GREG SEUBERT
SPORTS EDITOR

WAUPACA – The In-
ternational Crane Founda-
tion is looking for a few 
bird watchers.

The Baraboo-based 
foundation will hold its 
annual Midwest Crane 
Count from 5:30 a.m. to 
7:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
15, at several locations in 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Michigan, Min-
nesota and Ohio.

Dean Johnson has coor-
dinated Waupaca County’s 
count for several years and 
has a few counters lined up 
for this year’s event.

“I guess the biggest 
importance of the crane 
count is we help monitor 
the abundance of them 
and their distribution,” he 
said. “I’m looking at about 
14 (counters) right now, 
which would be the high-
est I’ve had in awhile. I’m 
getting a bunch of family 
involved. People have got-
ten older and gotten out 
of it, so I’m trying to get 
a younger crowd. I’d like 
to get the Boy Scouts in-

terested.”
Counters sign up at 

savingcranes.org/count, 
where they can access 
all the information they 
need, including locations 
of about 300 sites; how 
to identify sandhill and 
whooping cranes; and how 
to submit their data sheet 
once the count is com-
pleted.

Most of Waupaca Coun-
ty’s sites are south of a 
line that runs from Scan-
dinavia to Ogdensburg to 
Manawa. 

“I think (counters) gen-
erally stick around where 
they live,” Johnson said. 
“I leave it to them right 
now because I don’t have 
that many. I would like to 
get up to 21 because there 
are 21 grid squares in the 
county. Next year, I’m go-
ing to try to key it down to 
the best spots.”

Counters record the 
number of cranes they see 
and hear and submit their 
information online to the 
International Crane Foun-
dation.

“The biggest thing is the 

unison call because it’s re-
ally the only way to identi-
fy breeding pairs,” Johnson 
said. “You don’t necessarily 
have to see the birds, but 
if you hear that call, you 
can mark that as a breed-
ing pair. Any sandhills you 
see flying or eating in your 
area, you record those and 

also any other wildlife. 
Even if there’s no presence 
of sandhills, that’s also im-
portant.”

The International Crane 
Foundation’s mission is to 
conserve cranes and the 
ecosystems, watersheds 
and flyways on which they 
depend.

“We provide knowledge, 
leadership and inspiration 
to engage people in resolv-
ing threats to cranes and 
their diverse landscapes,” 
said Jodi Legge, the orga-
nization’s director of exter-
nal affairs. “The ICF reach 
extends across the globe, 
with offices and staff in 

China, Uganda, Kenya, 
Zambia and South Africa, 
as well as Texas. It works 
through strong partner-
ships with local organiza-
tions, governments, uni-
versities, businesses and 
others in these regions.”

The annual Midwest Crane Count will be held Saturday, April 15, in Wisconsin and six other states. The 
count helps with the research of sandhill cranes, which returned to Waupaca County in early March 
after wintering in the southern United States. Photo Courtesy of Wisconsin DNR
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BOSCOBEL – �e 
search for the Waupaca 
School District’s next activi-
ties director has ended.

Rob Scherrer, assistant 
principal and activities di-
rector for the Boscobel 
School District in south-
western Wisconsin, will 
start his new job July 1 and 
replace Trevor Leopold, who 
is stepping down at the end 
of the 2022-23 school year.

Scherrer’s 22-year ca-
reer in education includes 
stops in White Lake, Win-
neconne, Webster and Bosc-
obel.

“I think the biggest thing 
that attracted me to Waupa-
ca is I was a teacher in Win-
neconne for seven years, 
so I knew the tradition of 
Waupaca very well,” he said. 
“I saw that the opportunity 
was available and had some 
friends from Winneconne 
say, ‘Hey, the Waupaca job 
is open.’ I put my name in 
the ring and I was lucky 
enough to be chosen. I’m 
super-excited to get started 
there.”

After graduating from the 
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater, Scherrer started 
at White Lake High School 
before coming to Win-
neconne, where he coached 
the girls’ basketball team to 
the program’s �rst and only 
trip to state in 2010 and also 
served as the football team’s 

o�ensive coordinator.
“From there, my fam-

ily and I decided to move to 
Webster, Wisconsin, closer 
to my wife’s parents,” he said.

He taught physical educa-
tion and also coached boys’ 
basketball, football and 
track.

�ree years ago, Scher-
rer and his family moved 
to Boscobel, where he soon 
found himself coaching 
again.

“We decided to be a little 
closer to my parents, who 
live in Edgerton,” he said. 
“We were looking for coach-
es and couldn’t �nd any, so 
I’m also the head football 
coach here and boys’ basket-
ball coach here. I’m wearing 
lots of hats.”

Scherrer announced 
his resignation from his 
Boscobel job on the school 
district’s Facebook page in 
March. 

“I am very excited to an-
nounce that I will be join-
ing a great organization next 
school year,” he wrote. “My 
family has been blessed with 
this opportunity and we 
are excited to set some new 
roots. �is was not an easy 
decision, as we have made 
some tremendous friends. 
I have some awesome col-
leagues and have made some 
connections with students 
that will live on long after I 
leave Boscobel.”

�e role of the high school 
athletic director has changed 

over the years. Several school 
districts – including Waupa-
ca – have an activities direc-
tor that oversees athletics and 
extra-curricular activities.

“�e No. 1 goal of the 
activities director, at least 
in my mind, is it’s really 
important to be involved 
in the community and 
broaden our horizons bigger 
than just athletics,” Scherrer 
said. “Many people think 
the activities director just 
deals with sports, but it’s lot 
deeper and bigger than that. 
You have to be detail-orient-
ed and have a sense of what’s 
going on each week. You 
want to make sure you’re 
giving as much time to one 
activity as the next.

“Everybody thinks that 
their activity is the most 
important,” he said. “All the 
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STEVENS POINT – 
�e top three �nishes in one 
event helped the New Lon-
don boys’ track team win an 
indoor meet March 31.

Kyle Wisniewski, Ian 
Oberstadt and Hunter 
Beebe placed �rst, second 
and third, respectively, in 

the long jump event at the 
Rosholt-Webko-Polito’s In-
vitational at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

Wisniewski turned in a 
winning leap of 22 feet, 1 
inches and also placed sec-
ond in the triple jump and 
fourth in the high jump.

Oberstadt also placed 
third in the triple jump, 

while New London’s girls’ 
1,600-meter relay team 
placed third and Macy 
Lemke �nished fourth in 
the girls’ 1,600-meter run.

New London won the 
boys’ championship with 53 
points and the girls’ team 
tied for 18th place with 
Neillsville.

Iola-Scandinavia’s Char-

lie Vater turned in a time 
of 4:33.97 to win the boys’ 
1,600-meter run. Jensen 
Rice placed second in the 
boys’ 60-meter hurdles and 
Ian Koss placed �fth in 
the boys’ triple jump and 
400-meter dash. �e boys’ 
800- and 1,600-meter relay 
teams also placed �fth as the 
�underbirds placed �fth 

with 36.5 points.
Manawa’s boys’ team tied 

with Augusta for eighth 
place with 23 points, while 
the girls’ team tied for 
eighth place with Lourdes 
Academy with 27 points.

�e boys’ 800-meter relay 
team placed �rst in 1:36.52, 
while the boys’ 1,600-meter 
relay team placed second 

and �omas Bartelt �nished 
fourth in the boys’ long 
jump event.

On the girls’ side, Olivia 
Santos placed second in the 
shot put event; Lexi Hedtke 
placed third, �fth and sixth 
in the high, long and triple 
jumps, respectively; and 
Abby Elmhorst placed �fth 
in the 60-meter hurdles.
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MERRILL – Owen 
Lencki won a pair of events 
for the Waupaca track team 
March 28 at the Merrill In-
vitational.

He won the 800- and 
1,600-meter runs with 
times of 2:22.61 and 
5:27.98 to help the Com-
ets place fourth out of eight 
teams.

�e Comets had two 
other �rst-place �nishes at 

the meet, as Andre Hendrix 
won the high jump event 
with a leap of 5 feet, 6 inch-
es and Ian Sherman turned 
in a time of 11:53.9 to win 
the 3,200-meter run.

Also placing for Wau-
paca were Xzaver Pittmann, 

third, 50-meter dash; Phil-
lip Masias, third, 400-me-
ter dash; the 10-lap relay 
team, third; the four-lap 
relay team, fourth; Hendrix, 
50-meter hurdles, �fth; and 
the six- and 20-lap relay 
teams, �fth.

�e Waupaca girls’ team 
headed to Merrill March 
30 and placed sixth out of 
seven teams.

Sienna Timm won the 
1,600 run in 6:06.78; Mol-
ly Martens placed second in 
the triple jump and fourth 

in the long jump; Chamille 
Birdyshaw placed third in 
the 50 dash; the six-lap relay 
team placed third; Sieanna 
Lauritzen placed fourth in 
the 400; and the 10-lap re-
lay team placed fourth.

Scherrer

activities should be the most 
important to me. I try to 
make sure that I’m involved 
and have a big part in every 
activity that goes on. I think 
it comes down to paying at-
tention to details, being or-
ganized and relying on peo-
ple that know what’s going 
on to help you do that. I’m 
going to rely heavily on the 
people that are there already 

to help me get started.”
Scherrer is used to resched-

uling activities – especially 
during the spring sports sea-
son – and said he will work 
closely with other athletic and 
activities directors.

“�is job is like any other 
job, it’s all about relation-
ships,” he said. “�is time of 
year, things could change in 
a heartbeat.”

Although Scherrer doesn’t 
o�cially begin his new job 
for another three months, 
he’ll spend plenty of time in 
Waupaca in the near future.

“My family and I are 
building a house and mov-
ing out of Boscobel the �rst 
week of June,” he said. “I’ll 
be checking in on the house 
that we’re building, so I’ll be 
around.”

Cranes
CONTINUES ON PAGE 13

Making a play
Shortstop Hailey Bechard looks to Waupaca teammate McKenna Cichy 
at �rst base after coming up with a ground ball April 3 during the Comets’ 
home opener against Fox Valley Lutheran. Waupaca had a 1-0 lead, but 
ended up falling to the Foxes 5-1. Greg Seubert Photo
















