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I am running for re-
election to the Green Bay 
School Board because 
I firmly believe that a 
strong public school sys-
tem is foundational to the 
strength of  our community, 
our quality of  life and our 
economy. I believed this to 
be true the first time I ran 
for o�ce and the six years I 
have served have only rein-
forced this belief.

I want to continue to ad-
vocate for our children, 
our families, our district 
sta� and the community 
I am proud to serve. I will 
continue to expand my re-
lationships with constitu-
ents, community leaders 
and elected o�cials. These 
partnerships are essential to 
strong schools and a healthy, 
vibrant community.

I will focus on leading our 

board through our current 
search for a new superinten-
dent, addressing our issues 
around literacy and aggres-
sively seeking equitable us-
age of  our district buildings 
and financial resources. 

What are the top three 
issues facing the dis-
trict and how would you 
approach addressing 
them?

As I have already noted, 
we are currently working to 
select a new superintendent. 
Choosing the individual who 
will lead our district into 
the future is one of  the pri-
mary responsibilities of  any 
school board, and the pro-
cess is complex and rigorous. 
I look forward to completing 
the process and welcoming 
our new superintendent this 
coming summer.

Declining literacy rates 
are a state and nationwide 
issue, and our district is no 
di�erent. If  elected, I will 

be asking our new superin-
tendent to make this a top 
priority. I am committed 
to including the voices of  
teachers, parents, students 
and sta� in achieving much-
needed change.

Reduced birth rates, the 
school voucher program and 
student mobility, as well as 
the challenges of  our state’s 
public school funding for-
mula, have forced us to re-ex-
amine the size of  our district 
and how our facilities are 
being utilized. We’ve taken 
steps toward addressing this 
issue by commissioning a 
district-wide facilities study 
and forming a community 
task force to review the re-
sults. I look forward to hear-
ing their recommendations. 
I remain committed to pro-
viding all our students and 
families with excellent edu-
cational services while also 
respecting the investment of  
taxpayers. 

CANDIDATES
from page 10

What’s next for De Pere’s Wilson Park

Suamico Village Board approves well bid

BY LEE REINSCH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

DE PERE – What’s next 
for Wilson Park on the 
city’s near west side was 
the topic of  conversation at 
the most recent meeting of  
the De Pere Board of  Park 
Commissioners.

Half  of  respondents to 
an online survey last year 
by the parks department 
said Wilson should remain 
a place for passive recre-
ation, with gardens, path-
ways and benches. 

The other 50% said it 
should be a spot of  more 
active recreation, o�ering 
things like volleyball courts 
and swings. 

The even divide presents 
somewhat of  a dilemma.

“When we did the [VFW 
Park] pool survey, we lit-
erally had like 70% of  the 
people say we want diving 
boards,” Director of  Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry 
Marty Kosobucki said. “It 
was a pretty easy conversa-
tion; we were going to have 
diving boards, but here it is, 
50/50.”

The city received quotes 
from three design firms to 
create a plan for the park, 
including design and fur-
ther community research, 
which ranged from $6,000 to 
almost $15,000. 

Resident James Ander-
son said a little upkeep 
would go a long way toward 
giving the old park in the 
city a new lease on life.

“If  we would start by 
simply cutting down all 
of  the brush down on the 
fence on the far side, open 
up the park and trim all 
the trees and do some kind 
of  regular maintenance on 

the park, that would be a 
step forward and a long way 
from what it typically looks 
like,” Anderson said.

He reminded the board 
that not only is the park 
among the oldest — if  not 
the oldest — park in the 
city, but it has a historic 
monument, a bronze plac-
ard bearing the Gettysburg 
Address. 

“It’s pretty valuable, I 
think, at least to our com-
munity,”  Anderson said.

Anderson said he knows 
it’s not going to be trans-
formed into a new park 
overnight. “But at least we 
will be going in the right di-
rection.”

Kosobucki said it’s very 
possible the city could 
spend a lot of  money on a 

consultant and get the same 
responses. 

“The thought process 
was we were hoping that 
a consultant would come 
into our community and 
dig deeper and get di�erent 
information than what we 
were able to extract from 
our community,” he said. 
“I can’t tell you that that 
would happen.”

He said there is currently 
no budget for the project, 
although $10,000 was ap-
proved for the design. “It’s 
hard to budget for some-
thing if  you don’t even have 
a plan,” he said.

He discouraged the board 
from considering putting 
the $10,000 allocated for de-
sign toward construction 
instead.

“In some capacity our 

engineering department 
would have to be involved,” 
he said.

The engineering depart-
ment has more work than it 
can handle and is down two 
employees.

“Unless we want to put 
some major road projects 
on hold so that we can de-
sign Wilson Park, it’s prob-
ably not going to happen,” 
he said.

Several commissioners 
spoke in favor of  the design 
firm foregoing the further 
community surveying as-
pect and instead focusing 
on improving the park as a 
greenspace.

Amy Chandik Kundinger 
recalled that what started 
the conversation about pre-
serving Wilson Park as an 
urban greenspace was St. 

Norbert College expressing 
interest in purchasing the 
park land.

“Maybe green space, 
having public open space 
is enough for now, that we 
just as a city say, ‘This is im-
portant’ …  We can do some 
things within our budget 
constraints to encourage 
greater line of  sight, great-
er maintenance and that 
will be good for right now.”

Kosobucki said he would 
approach the design firms 
with a revised scope of  ser-
vices for updated estimates.

In other business, the 
board approved applying 
for a grant from the Wis-
consin Department of  Nat-
ural Resources that would 
pay for about half  of  the 
costs to renovate a dock at 

the Bomier boat launch. 
Costs to renovate the 
launch are estimated to be 
around $5,100. If  approved, 
the grant would pay for ex-
penses of  up to $2,549.

Last year the city learned 
that the dock, built in 1998, 
violated DNR regulations 
relating to blocking navi-
gable water.

The board also approved 
applying for the WDNR to 
repair the dock at James 
Street. The dock, built in 
2016, is used for the River 
Tyme tour boat, which runs 
from May to October. Re-
pairs are estimated at about 
$1,308. If  selected for the 
grant, it would cover $654, 
half  of  the total.

Kosobucki said a main-
tenance sta� issue while 
filling the VFW Park pool 
for the winter resulted in a 
water valve being left open 
and flooding to the lower 
level of  the VFW Aquatic 
Facility’s mechanical room. 
Insurance covered the dam-
age, which was estimated at 
$67,000, according to Koso-
bucki.

Last year, private do-
nors and businesses gave 
$218,000 in donations and 
in-kind contributions to the 
Department of  Parks, Rec-
reation and Forestry, ac-
cording to Kosobucki, who 
called it really impressive.

“That does not happen 
without the relationships 
that my sta� form with our 
community,” he said. “Ulti-
mately it’s about benefiting 
the community and im-
proving our quality of  life.”

That sum doesn’t include 
fundraising e�orts toward 
the Nelson Family Pavilion 
or the Jerry Hasenberg Me-
morial Tree Fund.

Half of respondents to an online survey last year by the parks department said Wilson Park should remain a place for passive 
recreation, with gardens, pathways and benches.  File photo

BY WILLIAM SOQUET
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

SUAMICO – After tabling 
a bid for a municipal test 
well during its Feb. 6 meet-
ing, the Suamico Village 
Board approved a contract 
with Lannon-based CTW 
Corporation at its Feb. 20 
meeting.

The initial bid from CTW 
came in at $197,958, which 
was more than what some 
board members anticipated.

The board then sent the 
bid back to staff  to try and 
come up with ways to find 
a more economical bid.

Through working with 
CTW, village staff  was 
able to lower the bid 
amount to $147,208.

CTW was the lone bid-
der for the well.

Village Administrator 
Alex Kaker said that con-
tractors usually avoid bid-
ding on municipal wells 
because of  tight regula-

tions and reporting re-
quirements.

The factors that went 
into the reduced bid price 
included the Village tak-
ing on erosion control, a 
reduced drill bit size for 
the well and a reduction 
in labor costs.

New personnel
The board also recog-

nized a promotion and two 
new hires within the village.

Scott Legois was promot-
ed from an engineer in the 
fire department to a full-
time lieutenant.

Cody Domke was hired in 

the Department of  Public 
Works. 

He comes to the village 
from Austin Straubel Inter-
national Airport.

Kay Magyar was appoint-
ed as village treasurer.

She returns to Suamico 
after previously holding the 
same position 2004-16.

After tabling a bid for a 
municipal test well during its 
Feb. 6 meeting, the Suamico 
Village Board approved a 
contract with Lannon-based 
CTW Corporation.  File photo
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High school student donates 
to NICU patients

GREEN BAY – Noah Lukasek, a junior at Manitowoc Lu-
theran High School, donated $1,500 worth of  baby clothes, 
books and toys, funded by the auctioning o�  of  his own art-
work, for patients and families at Bellin Health’s Family 
Integrated Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).

“Children and their families go through a lot when 
they’re in the hospital, and I wanted to fi nd a way to help,” 
Lukasek said. “God blessed me with a cool talent, and I 
don’t want to let it go to waste. I encourage everyone to fi nd 
a talent or activity they enjoy and use it to help others. I 
am very grateful for all the generous people that bid on my 
artwork to make this fundraiser possible.”

“We are so thankful for the incredible generosity Noah 
has shown to Bellin and our NICU families,” Bellin Health 
Vice President for OB/GYN and Neonatology Deborah 
Fischer said. “These donations will o� er joy and relief  dur-
ing what can be a very stressful time.”

Nonstop fl ight to Portland 
o� ered from ATW

APPLETON – A new nonstop 
fl ight service to Portland, Or-
egon, from the Appleton Inter-
national Airport (ATW) was an-
nounced Feb. 20 in partnership 
with Allegiant Airlines.

“We are proud to partner 
with Allegiant to open up more 
vacation destinations for Wis-
consin travelers,” Appleton 
Airport Director Abe Weber 
said. “It’s clear consumers in 
our state and the Upper Pen-
insula are planning their vaca-
tions through the Appleton airport for the convenience of  
our non-stop fl ights.”

As the only airport in Wisconsin serviced by Allegiant, 
ATW is able to o� er travelers nonstop fl ights to airports in 
Portland, Oregon; Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona; Nashville, Ten-
nessee; Las Vegas, Nevada; Denver, Colorado; Savannah/
Hilton Head, Georgia; and various Ft. Lauderdale/Miami, 
Orlando/Daytona Beach, Tampa/St. Petersburg, Sarasota/
Bradenton and Ft. Meyers/Punta Gorda in Florida.

Rockers announce Sunday 
home game giveaways

ASHWAUBENON – The Rockers have announced a 
series of  giveaways set to take place at each Sunday 
Rockers game played at Capital Credit Union Park this 
summer.

The first 500 kids under 12 attending the June 25 game 
will receive a jersey, sponsored by Capital Credit Union.

Team Apparel will present sunglasses to the first 500 
attendees of  the July 9 game.

In partnership with Bud Light, a beer bat giveaway is 
in store for fans 21 and older in attendance at the July 
16 game.

Reusable Rockers water bottles provided by EIS Im-
plement will be available for early fans at the July 23 
game.

The July 30 game will feature the first-ever Rockers 
vintage bobbleheads, presented by Festival Foods.

For the last home game of  the season Aug. 6 the first 
500 attendees will receive a Rockers home jersey lunch 
bag courtesy of  John’s Refrigeration. 

Local business owner 
selected for Big Balloon Build

GREEN BAY – Nicole Koss, co-owner of  Glitz and Gilt 
LLC, has been selected to participate in a Big Balloon Build 
as a member of  a team of  international balloon profession-
als working to create an immersive balloon world next 
month in Lake Geneva.

Over the course of  a week, the 65 selected balloon art-
ists will collaborate to construct a great outdoors-themed 
balloon display which will cover more than 10,000 square 
feet and feature more than 100,000 balloons for the public 
to view and enjoy.

The Lake Geneva Big Balloon Build event will aid two 
charities — Inspiration Ministries and Inspired Co� ee.

Both charities strive to empower people with disabilities 
to live with greater purpose and achieve their individual 
best by o� ering support through job training, coaching 
and mentorship.

Fresh Ink composition 
competition at SNC

DE PERE – Entries will be accepted through March 1 for 
St. Norbert College’s (SNC) annual Fresh Ink Concert and 
composition competition.

High school and SNC students may submit an applica-
tion for works in the categories of  wind ensemble, jazz 
ensemble, chamber music and composer-performer. Com-
posers can submit up to two pieces with a recommended 
length of  10 minutes.

Selected composers will be awarded fellowships and earn 
invites to SNC Composition Day, which will feature educa-
tional sessions and lunch followed by the Fresh Ink Concert.

The Fresh Ink Concert will be held Sunday, April 30, 
featuring performances by SNC’s ensembles and faculty of  
the selected compositions and is free to attend.

Fencing improvements 
approved for WIS 29

BROWN COUNTY – Gov. Tony Evers has approved a $1.56 
million contract for improvements to be made along 8.25 
miles of  WIS 29 between WIS 156 and I-41 in Brown County.

Planned improvements include the installation of  right-
of-way fencing — varying by location between four-foot 
wire fence, six-foot chain link fence and six-foot slatted 
chain link fence — and a living snow fence made up of  rows 
of  shrubs measuring approximately 3,000 feet in length 
and 10 feet wide.

The right-of-way fencing establishes access controls and 
enhances safety by preventing accidental access of  the 
highway by o� -road vehicles or pedestrians.

The living snow fence is designed to mitigate blowing 
and drifting, increasing safety and reducing snow removal 
maintenance costs.

Work is set to begin Monday, Feb. 27 and is expected to 
conclude in the fall.

WIS 29 will remain open for travel with lane and shoul-
der closures.

SNC to host Summer 
Academy of Medicine

DE PERE – In partnership with the Medical College of  
Wisconsin-Green Bay (MCW), St. Norbert College (SNC) 
will o� er high school students two Summer Academy of  
Medicine experiences from June 13-16 and June 20-23.

Housed in SNC’s Gehl-Mulva Science Center and led by 
MCW-Green Bay and SNC faculty, each three-and-a-half-
day program will allow students to explore careers in med-
icine and the biomedical sciences through hands-on active 
learning in classrooms and laboratories.

The cost is $800 per participant and includes meals, 
snacks, housing in SNC’s Gries Hall and evening activities. 

A limited number of  scholarships are available.
Students entering their junior or senior year of  high 

school are eligible to attend and can fi nd more details and 
register at snc.edu/academyofmedicine.

Packer Freight joins SmartWay 
Transport Partnership

GREEN BAY – Packer Freight, a Green Bay-based full-
service logistics and freight brokerage company, has an-
nounced that it has joined the SmartWay Transport Part-
nership.

The SmartWay Transport Partnership is a collaboration 
between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
industry partners with the goal of  providing a framework 
to assess the environmental and energy e�  ciency of  goods 
movement supply chains.

Packer Freight will contribute to the Partnership’s sav-
ings of  336 million barrels of  oil, $44.8 billion in fuel costs, 
143 million metric tons of  CO2, 2.7 million short tons of  
NOx and 112,000 short tons of  PM — the equivalent of  elim-
inating annual energy use in more than 21 million homes.

“As Packer Freight continues to grow, we understand the 
positive impacts our team can have on the environment. Part-
nering with SmartWay illustrates our relentless dedication to 
our shippers, carriers, and community,” said Jake Heim, vice 
president of  business development at Packer Freight.

Registration Open for 2023 
Bellin Run 10K and 5K

GREEN BAY – Registration for the 47th annual Bellin Run 
10K is now open and for the fi rst time ever in the event’s his-
tory, a 5K route will also be o� ered at the June 10 race.

“We have heard loud and clear that more of  our friends 
and family members want to be a part of  the Bellin Run — 
but that for some, including younger children, the full 6.2-
mile distance may not be doable to run or walk,” Executive 
Race Director Randy Van Straten said. “At the same time, 
we know there are some speedy runners out there who 
want to test themselves on a shorter course — and adding 
this new distance gives them a way to do that while still 
being a part of  our event. No matter what their motivation, 
adding the 5K distance will get more feet on the street in 
the name of  health and wellness — and that is exactly what 
the Bellin Run is all about.”

The Bellin Run 10K has covered a generally consistent 
course through Green Bay and Allouez since its inception 
in 1977, starting and ending at Bellin Hospital.

The new 5K course will share around the fi rst mile with 
the 10K course, turn down Beaupre Street and rejoin the 
10K course on Libal Street for roughly the fi nal 1.5 miles.

Early registration is $30 for the 10K and 5K events and 
$15 for the half-mile June 9 Children’s Run. Sign up at bell-
inrun.com.

Free weekly training run/walk events will be held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. beginning March 29 at Bellin Health 
Titletown Sports Medicine and Orthopedics to support the 
training of  Bellin Run participants of  all levels and abilities.

Nominations open for 
Protect and Serve Award

GREEN BAY – The Green Bay Packers are accepting 
nominations through March 15 for the Packers Protect and 
Serve Award which recognizes Wisconsin law enforcement 
o�  cers who go above and beyond the call of  duty.

NEWS BRIEFS

See NEWS BRIEFS page 15
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it part of  the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation (WIAA). Radecki 
and Flaten set up an adviso-
ry committee and recruited 
local administrators from 
schools to conduct a study.

There was also an open 
forum where parents 
flocked to make their opin-
ions heard. 

“There were a lot of  fami-
lies in the area interested in 
us having a hockey program 
— not just families from 
the school, but families in 
the community, because 
some of  the club teams had 
so many games and almost 
too many that families felt 
their kids were su�ering 
with their academics be-
cause there was no control 
over how many games there 
would be and what nights 
they are playing and all of  
that,” said Radecki, who is 
now the abbot of  St. Norbert 
Abbey. “Under WIAA, you 
were going to be limited to 
something like at that time 
20 games, plus your playo�s, 
so it complimented academ-
ics.”

On Oct. 21, 2005, Flaten 
sent out a press release to 
media and guests that boys’ 
hockey had been approved 
as a WIAA-sanctioned pro-
gram and its first season 
back — after 10 years dor-
mant — would be in 2006-07.

“What really put us in that 
direction was other schools 
started hockey, St. Norbert 
College added hockey and it 
took o� and became so suc-
cessful,” said Flaten, who is 
now the executive director 
of  business and operations 
at Notre Dame. “We have 
that connection with the 
Norbertines and the school 
and that was a big, big thing 
for us. Everything just fell 
into place. We added it and 
since that time, De Pere, Bay 
Port, Ashwaubenon, the co-
op in Pulaski, all these other 
schools added it. The time 
was right.” 

Notre Dame was accepted 
into the Badgerland Hockey 
League and the team was 
going to play at the Brown 
County Ice Arena. 

In early 2006, Mike Bu-
chan was hired as head 
coach. However, before he 
even coached a game, he left 
for a college hockey oppor-
tunity. 

The hiring process was 
reopened with a short list of  
candidates. 

McCracken, who had pre-
viously been coaching club 
hockey with the De Pere 
Voyageurs and had just 
moved back to Green Bay, 
threw his hat in the ring. On 
Aug. 28, 2006, McCracken 
was hired. 

Ironically, McCracken 
and Buchan — who is now 
the Bay Port coach — will 

square o� in a sectional 
final for the right to go to 
state.

Flaten finds it rewarding 
that McCracken is still the 
Notre Dame coach after all 
these years.

“When I said, ‘We landed 
on our feet,’ I never thought 
we’d land as strongly as we 
did,” Flaten said. “I was 
probably in a real panic situ-
ation, saying we came back 
after 10 years and then un-
fortunately [the coach left] 
and I had to find another 
person. That was the lucki-
est and good fortune I could 
probably have to find [Mc-
Cracken].”

Rough start
That first season in 2006-

07 was rough. 
McCracken knew it would 

take some time to get the 
program running smoothly.

“When I took the job at 
Notre Dame, it was more of  
building the program and 
establishing a culture,” Mc-
Cracken said. “The first year 
was the foundation of  this is 
what our program needs to 
look like, how we want to do 
things, so just establishing 
things that still stand today. 
But there were certainly 
some moments of  question-
ing, ‘Is this really worth do-
ing long term? Is there going 
to be a pot of  gold at the end 
of  the rainbow, so to speak, 
if  we keep working at it?’ We 
always thought the answer 
would be yes.” 

Despite the 2-17-2 season, 
administration was 100% 
behind the new program 
and its coach.

“It galvanized the school 
again in another way — the 
students loved coming to 
hockey games,” Radecki 

said. “The hockey parents 
are their own breed. They 
are so devoted and so fo-
cused on it; they were en-
thusiastic. It was just nice to 
see another element, anoth-
er positive program for the 
kids that they could do that.

“As far as the record, in 
my estimation, do your best. 
I don’t want to say, ‘This is 
what you’ve got to do.’” 

By the second year, Mc-
Cracken was starting to 
see the results he desired. 
About midway through the 
season, McCracken’s squad 
was transforming.

“We started to learn how 
to win some games that 
were close games against 
teams that were very simi-
lar to us in competitive-
ness,” McCracken said. “We 
finally found a way to win 
some of  those games that in 
the first year we never had a 
chance to win.” 

In Year 3, Notre Dame 
knocked o� Ashwaubenon 
twice and took down Fond 
du Lac — which had won a 
state title two years earlier 
— at its own rink.

The next year, the Tritons 
won their first 15 games of  
the season and advanced to 

state for the first time. 
“I felt like once you got 

to that level, you were on 
your way,” Radecki said. 
“You were attracting and 
working well with talent. 
We weren’t going to struggle 
for 10 years to try to achieve 
something.” 

That started a stretch of  
five straight state semifinal 
appearances and the pro-
gram’s first and only state 
title in the 2011-12 season. 
During that five-year run, 
Notre Dame went a com-
bined 129-14-1.

Even to this day, Mc-
Cracken still uses what he 
learned as a coach that first 
season to help him run his 
successful program. 

“One is how to instill a 
foundation of  success with-
in your program, so your 
culture and your building 
blocks of  what’s a non-nego-
tiable part of  having success 
as a hockey team,” McCrack-
en said. “The second piece 
would be building some 
team chemistry and how 
important the team build-
ing experiences and make 
sure players, no matter what 
their role is on the team, it’s 
understanding how impor-

tant and impactful they are 
to the success of  your group. 
Then the third piece is just 
how hard it is to win vs. real-
ly good teams, and that takes 
a lot of  preparation from the 
coaching sta� on pregame 
and pre-scouting, but also 
the desire of  the players to 
be in a practice environment 
every day where they’re go-
ing to take steps forward. 
I think those three things 
for us, just the development 
mindset in practice, to take 
whatever we have and make 
it better every day in prac-
tice, build the culture and 
the foundation of  how the 
team’s going to drive success 
and be competitive.” 

It’s amazing to think that 
in McCracken’s 17 seasons 
as coach, 27 of  his career 98 
losses came in the first two 
seasons. That means he’s 
lost just 71 games in the last 
15 years combined. 

Just two wins shy of  300 
— a milestone that not a 
lot of  hockey coaches have 
achieved in the state — Mc-
Cracken can hit that magic 
number with a victory in a 
Division 1 state semifinal, if  
Notre Dame advances that 
far. McCracken has a career 

record of  2-6 in state semifi-
nal games.

Sitting at 25-0 (after vic-
tory on Feb. 21), Notre Dame 
is trying to cap o� its first 
undefeated season in school 
history and win the pro-
gram’s second state title. 

McCracken and his guys 
don’t feel any added pres-
sure in the postseason de-
spite having the No. 1 state 
ranking on their backs all 
season.

“I think we look forward 
to that opportunity more 
than anything else,” Mc-
Cracken said. “We under-
stand as a coaching sta� 
that there’s only one team 
that wins the final game at 
the end of  the year; we’d like 
to be that team every year. 
So our players approach 
their start of  their season 
with the goal in mind that 
they would like to be play-
ing their best hockey and 
have a chance to win a state 
championship at the end of  
the year. We also know it 
doesn’t define our program 
and doesn’t define our team 
as far as how our success is 
looked at internally.”

DYNASTY
from page 36

Cory McCracken (middle) has been the only coach for Notre Dame Academy since boys’ hockey started back up 17 years ago. Submitted photo

Notre Dame Academy’s 1995-96 team was the �nal season 
before the school dropped its hockey program. 
 NDA yearbook photos

Notre Dame’s 2006-07 team was the �rst to come back and 
compete in boys’ hockey. The squad had a tough year, going 
2-17-2, but it build the foundation for the program.

said. “We only on aver-
age give up 50 points per 
game, and defensively we 
just weren’t on the mark 
tonight which hurt us. In 
the first half, I thought 
we played really, really 
well, but the pressure got 
to us in the second half. 
In the first half, I thought 
they did a nice job kind of  
weathering the pressure 
and taking care of  it and 
the second half, it got to 
us.”

Meanwhile, Van-

Laanen said Ashwaube-
non stepped up its defense 
for the second half  after 
the high volume of  made 
3-pointers by Pulaski.

“We had to make sure 
we got to some of  their 
shooters who were shoot-
ing extremely well,” she 
said. “When a team makes 
7 of  11 in the first half  
from 3, sometimes you 
think it’s not your night. 
But I told the kids, we just 
have to weather the storm 
and keep executing on of-
fense and try to get some 
stops on defense.”

Pulaski junior Ella 

Hasser scored two points 
to kick off  the second 
half  and, after a timeout, 
Amenson scored three 
points for Ashwaubenon.

Another field goal each 
by Amenson for Ash-
waubenon, Olson for Pu-
laski and Addy Phipps for 
Ashwaubenon — and a to-
tal of  six more free throws 
between the two teams — 
still had Pulaski up, 38-32.

After Pulaski increased 
its lead with a 3-pointer 
from Servais, Ashwaube-
non called another time-
out with just over 10 min-
utes left in the game.

The Jaguars came back 
from their timeout strong 
and a free throw by Amen-
son plus a basket each by 
Guarascio, Hutto and 
Phipps meant Ashwaube-
non was only down two 
points with just over five 
minutes to go.

After returning from a 
timeout called by Pulaski, 
Ashwaubenon scored four 
more points — pulling the 
Jaguars into the lead, 43-
41, and prompting the Red 
Raiders to call another 
timeout with 2 1/2 min-
utes left before one team’s 
season would end.

Ashwaubenon sopho-
more Olivia Raye in-
creased Ashwaubenon’s 
lead with two field goals.

Ashwaubenon scored 
six more points via free 
throws to clinch the vic-
tory.

VanLaanen said that 
after some rocky games, 
this second half  was prob-
ably the best Ashwaube-
non has played all season.

“We’ve had a really in-
consistent season,” she 
said. “We’ve played really 
amazing stretches against 
some awesome basketball 
teams, and tonight we ac-

tually put together a com-
plete basketball game. 
We were very consistent 
and the second half  was 
probably the best half  of  
basketball we played all 
year. I’m really proud of  
our kids because it was 
all about effort and it was 
about attitude. I’m really 
proud of  my kids for not 
hanging their heads and 
for playing hard and put-
ting us in a position to 
pull the game off.”

Ashwaubenon will now 
travel to No. 2-seeded Fox 
Valley Lutheran on Fri-
day, Feb. 24.

BASKETBALL
from page 33














