






David Jay Brown, of Mer rill,
Wis., passed away un ex pect ‐
edly on Feb. 13, 2023. Dave
was born Oct. 11, 1952 to John
and Vesta Brown in Tom a ‐
hawk.
He was a proud vet eran of the
United States Army. He
worked at PCA Paper Mill in
Tom a hawk for 30-plus years,
had his own up hol stery busi ‐
ness and loved every thing cars
and Pack ers. Dave loved
spend ing time with his chil ‐
dren, fam ily and friends, and
was happy and will ing to help

any one with any pro ject, big or small. Any one who ever met
Dave, knew what a spe cial, kind and amaz ing man he was.
He will be greatly missed.
Dave was pre ceded in death by his par ents, John and Vesta
Brown and his sis ter Vesta Brown. Dave is sur vived by his
wife Cindy Brown, his daugh ter Shelly Green (Chris Wis ‐
ley), his daugh ter Emily Maule (Je remy), his son Mason
Bron son (Ash ley), four grand chil dren, Gavin, Mor gan, Eliz ‐
a beth and Luke, his sib lings Ben jamin Brown, Nor man
Brown (Irene), Ger ald Brown, Richard Brown (Lynn), Harry
Brown (Lil lie), Ruby Schoone (Lawrence), Mar ian Coey,
Betty Swarmer and many nieces and nephews. Two very
spe cial peo ple in Dave's life were Bill Voight and Josh
Wendt.
A Cel e bra tion of Life will be held at the Nokomis Town
Hall, 2541 Lake Nokomis Rd., Tom a hawk, at 12 p.m. on
Sat ur day, Feb. 25, 2023.
Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

Brian W. Ahrens, age 58, of
Tom a hawk, passed away on
Sat ur day, Feb. 11, 2023, at his
home under the care of his
fam ily and As pirus Com fort
Care & Hos pice. Brian was
born in Wauwatosa, Wis., on
July 29, 1964, to the late James
and Lil lian (Clevette) Ahrens.
He was mar ried to Cyn thia
Thone on Aug. 15, 2009; she
sur vives.
Brian and his fam ily moved to
Tom a hawk in 1978. He was a
1982 grad u ate of the Tom a ‐
hawk High School. After high

school, Brian at tended Nico let Col lege in Rhinelander, Wis.
Fol low ing col lege, he en tered the work force, be gin ning em ‐
ploy ment at John son Level & Tool and in 1993, began work ‐
ing at LP where he was cur rently em ployed. Brian en joyed
the out doors four-wheel ing, snow mo bil ing, and was an avid
Wis con sin sports fan. He loved spend ing time with his fam ‐
ily, es pe cially camp ing in the Lit tle Rice area and tak ing
coun try side dri ves with his sons.
Sur vivors in clude his wife, Cindy Ahrens, of Tom a hawk; his
sons, Jacob Ahrens, of Green dale, Wis., An drew (Kyrie)
Ahrens, of Ap ple ton, Wis., and his step son, Cody Thone, of
Tom a hawk; his sis ters-in-law, Deb bie (Andy) Tomaszewski,
of Tom a hawk, Terri (Jerry) Pankow, of Mer rill, Wis., and
Sherri (Brad) Thomas, of Mon ti cello, Minn.; his brother-in-
law, Rick (Tina) Thone, of Globe, Ariz.; his aunts and un ‐
cles, Clay ton and Nancy Koss, of Du luth, Minn., and Lav ern
Mc Cleeve, of Vir ginia; and his niece, Kim (Adam) Schoet ‐
tler, and his nephew, Eric (Stephanie) Ahrens. Brian is fur ‐
ther sur vived by his grand chil dren, Ju niper and An drew
“AJ,” in ad di tion to nu mer ous nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends. He was pre ceded in death by his par ents, James and
Lil lian; and his brother, Robert.
Memo r ial ser vices for Brian Ahrens will be held on Fri day,
Feb. 24, 2023, at 2 p.m., at Gen er a tions Fu neral Home, Tom ‐
a hawk. Rev. Larry Math ein will of fi ci ate. The fam ily will re ‐
ceive friends for vis i ta tion from 12 p.m. until the time of ser ‐
vices at 2 p.m.
Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory is as sist ing the
fam ily. You may view Brian’s obit u ary and leave on line con ‐
do lences at www. gen erat ions fune ral. com.

Ver non R. Jaeschke, age 88,
of Tom a hawk, passed away on
Mon day, Feb. 13, 2023, at As ‐
pirus Wausau Hos pi tal. Vern
was born on Sept. 15, 1934, in
Tom a hawk to the late Paul and
Es ther (Mott) Jaeschke.
He at tended grade school and
two years of high school in
Tom a hawk and later grad u ated
from the Wis con sin Acad emy
in Colum bus, Wis., in 1952,
and the Loma Linda Uni ver sity
in 1961 as a phys i cal ther a pist.
Vern served in the United
States Army from 1954 to

1956. In 1959, he was mar ried to Shirley Kot tke; she sur ‐
vives. Vern was a medic while serv ing in the Army and vol ‐
un teered for Op er a tion White coat. His pas sion was to help
peo ple through his phys i cal ther apy.
Upon grad u at ing from Loma Linda, he worked for 30 years
in Janesville, Wis., at the Pem ber Nuezem Clinic and then
Mercy Hos pi tal. They moved to Wauke sha in 1992. From
1992 to 1999, he worked for Per for mance En hance ment and
in 1999, they moved back home to Tom a hawk.
Vern en joyed fish ing, es pe cially trout fish ing. He loved a
good deal, whether it was cars, boats, or any thing. He owned
a lot of things…sim ply be cause they were a good deal! Vern
loved to talk and no one was a stranger to him.
Sur vivors in clude his wife, Shirley Jaeschke; his daugh ters,
Lori (Con rad) Waa gen, and Karen (Jonathan) Perl berg; his
sis ter, Vera (Don ald) An ti s del; his grand chil dren, James
(Anayancy) Hop kins, Heather (spe cial friend, Brad Mijal),
and Samuel Hop kins; and his great-grand chil dren, James
“J.J.”, Ben jamin, and Caitlin. Vern is fur ther sur vived by his
nieces, nephews, and dear friends. He was pre ceded in death
by his par ents, Paul and Es ther.
Memo r ial ser vices for Vern Jaeschke will be held at Tom a ‐
hawk Com mu nity Sev enth-Day Ad ven tist Church on Sun ‐
day, Feb. 26, 2023, at 11 a.m. His fam ily will re ceive friends
at the church for vis i ta tion from 9 a.m. until the hour of ser ‐
vices at 11 a.m.
Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory, Tom a hawk, is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily.

Ella Mae Kuep ker (Ridge),
93, went home to be with her
Lord on Feb. 9, 2023. She
loved to call Tom a hawk, Wis.,
home.
She grew up in Au rora, Ill.,
and sur vived Clif ford Kuep ker,
to whom she was mar ried for
over 40 years, and Eu gene S.
Ridge Sr., with whom she had
three chil dren who she is sur ‐
vived by: Eu gene Ridge Jr. of
West mont Ill., Diane Jones of
De For est, Wis., and Cyn thia
Ridge of Rhinelander, Wis.:
eight grand chil dren and 14

great-grand chil dren.
Ella Mae was pas sion ate about cos me tol ogy and “doing
hair.” She loved her work and was an ex pert! Most of her ca ‐
reer she ran her own busi ness called the Cut-n-Curl salon.
Be cause fam ily was so im por tant to her she had a home
based salon for most of the more than 40 years she prac ticed.
Her great est love was shar ing the Gospel of Jesus with
every one she en coun tered. She was ac tive in her church and
whether through church or on her own she al ways looked for
op por tu ni ties to help oth ers. You would never see her with ‐
out a smile and a kind and en cour ag ing word to share. She
was a light to those strug gling in dark ness and a hum ble ex ‐
am ple of what it is to be a fol lower of Jesus. She never got
caught up in re li gious piety but rather chose to meet peo ple
where they were and love them. She also en joyed bak ing (to
the de light of all around her) and in later years be came
warmly known as the “pie lady.”
Ella loved life and lived it to the fullest, loved Jesus and
showed it, and loved her fam ily and sac ri ficed for them. She
will be greatly missed.
Ella’s ser vices were held Mon day, Feb. 20, 2023 at Di eterle
Memo r ial Home in Mont gomery, Ill., with a grave side ser ‐
vice at Lin coln Memo r ial Park in Au rora, Ill.
For her guest book, visit www. die terl emem oria lhom e. com.
630-897-1196.

Robert A. White, age 92,
passed away at Azura Mem ory
& As sisted Liv ing in Eau
Claire on Jan u ary 10th, 2023,
with his lov ing wife Carol and
fam ily at his side. He was born
on No vem ber 17th, 1930 in a
farm house in the town ship of
Cass ian, Oneida County, as the
eleventh and youngest child of
Arthur G. and Laura M. (Fred ‐
er icks) White. He was bap tized
and con firmed at the Prairie
Rapids Lutheran Church, in the
town ship of Nokomis, Tom a ‐
hawk, Wis.

Bob served in the US Army and was sta tioned at Fort Hood
dur ing the Ko rean War. He was hon or ably dis charged in Jan ‐
u ary 1954. He was known as “Bobby” by friends, rel a tives,
and deer hunt ing bud dies.
Bob mar ried his home town sweet heart, Carol R. An der son,
on Jan u ary 1, 1952, prior to leav ing for the Army. Bob and
Carol lived in the Tom a hawk area for over 65 years, and it
was there they were blessed with two sons, David and Dale.
Bob worked for the Oneida County High way De part ment
and also served on the Tom a hawk School Board and
Nokomis vol un teer fire de part ment for sev eral years. Bob
and Carol were mem bers of Grace Lutheran Church in Tom ‐
a hawk and served on var i ous com mit tees and coun cils. They
re lo cated to Eau Claire four years ago to be nearer to fam ily.
Bob had a love for trac tors and other farm ma chin ery.
Through out his life he loved to con nect him self with wild
life – feed ing the birds, wild turkeys, deer and on oc ca sion a
few bears.
Bob was a ded i cated hus band, fa ther, grand fa ther, great
grand fa ther and uncle. He was a true friend to many and will
be missed by all. Bob is sur vived by his wife Carol of Eau
Claire and son David (Pam) White of Eau Claire. He is fur ‐
ther sur vived by 4 grand chil dren, Maria (Nate) Lail of
Evans ville, Wis con sin; Cather ine (Jake) Orin of Sugar
Grove, Illi nois; Kaela Wold of Kauai, Hawaii; and Derek
(In grid) Wold of Eau Claire, Wis con sin; along with 10 great-
grand chil dren – Evan & Ethan Lail; Isaac, Caleb, Hud son
and Hazel Orin; Kallie and Kaisa Akau; and Jiselle and Hen ‐
rik Wold; along with many other spe cial nephews, nieces and
other rel a tives and very good friends.
He was pre ceded in death by his son, Dale; mother and fa ‐
ther, Arthur and Laura; his 10 broth ers and sis ters and their
spouses; and var i ous other rel a tives and friends.
In lieu of flow ers, memo ri als are re quested to the fam ily,
which will be des ig nated at a later date.
The fam ily will hold a cel e bra tion of life for Bob on June 1,
2023 at 11:00 a.m. at Grace Lutheran Church in Tom a hawk.
The vis i ta tion will be from 10:00 a.m. until the time of ser ‐
vice. A lun cheon will im me di ately fol low the ser vice. In ter ‐
ment with full mil i tary hon ors will take place at the Prairie
Rapids Ceme tery in the town ship of Nokomis, Oneida
County, Wis con sin.
The fam ily would like to thank the physi cians and staff at
Mayo Clinic in Eau Claire. A spe cial thanks to the staff at
Azura Mem ory Care & As sisted Liv ing along with the Mayo
Clinic Hos pice Staff.
Cre ma tion So ci ety of Wis con sin, Al toona is as sist ing the
fam ily. On line con do lences may be shared at www. cre mati 
onso ciet y- wi. com.

Di anne Marie Stich mann, 79,
Wausau, for merly of Phillips,
passed away on Mon day, Feb.
13, 2023, while under the care
of Marsh field Hos pi tal-We ston
Com fort Care and As sisted
Liv ing Ser vices at Moun tain
Ter race, Wausau.
She was born May 4, 1943, in
Chicago, daugh ter of the late
William and Claraine
(Burgholzer) Knaack. Di anne
mar ried Stan Stich mann in
Hay ward on July 7, 1977, de ‐
ceased April 2022. Prior to that
she was mar ried to Bob Be m ‐
benek Sr. and Roger Loomis.
She had two chil dren with
Bob, but later di vorced, Roger

also pre ceded her in death. Bob Sr. of Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
sur vives. Di anne grad u ated from Oak Creek High School,
Oak Creek Wis., 1961.
Di anne last worked at the U.S. For est Ser vice of fice in Hay ‐
ward. Prior ca reer po si tions in cluded sec re tar ial work with
UW Ex ten sion and Val ley Health Care, Hay ward. She also
worked with Shell Oil Com pany, Kear ney & Trecker and
Wis con sin Tele phone in Mil wau kee.
Some of her fa vorite hob bies in cluded sewing, she was
known for her cook ing, in clud ing many de li cious fam ily
meals and those awe some oat meal cook ies! She en joyed
trav el ing with many trips to Florida as well as an African Sa ‐
fari, a Ba hamas ocean cruise and train trip to Ari zona. She
loved to share sto ries about her ex cur sions with fam ily and
friends and got re ally good at grandma hugs. In her later
years she helped Stan dur ing his final years with his health
care. Di anne and Stan en joyed spend ing time with their fam ‐
ily when ever pos si ble and many fam ily gath er ings were her
fa vorite times.
Sur vivors in clude her chil dren, Bob Be m benek Jr., West
Allis, Steve (Dawn) Be m benek, Clear Lake, and their sib ‐
lings of Stan’s chil dren with his first wife Sylvia Betka,
Tom a hawk. They are David (Sharon Otto) Stich mann, Mer ‐
rill, Dale Stich mann, Tom a hawk, Debra Stich mann,
Rhinelander, Dawn (Gene) Hor wath, Tom a hawk, 11 grand ‐
chil dren, three sis ters, Su sanne (Ken) Simp son, Phillips,
Claraine Her m ers mann, Lena, Wis., Pam Ny gaard, Glad ‐
stone, Mich., and brother Bill (Pat) Knaack, Phillips, great-
grand chil dren and nu mer ous nieces and nephews.
Fu neral ser vices were held at 4 p.m. on Fri day, Feb. 17, 2023
at the Pe ter son/Krae mer Fu neral Home, 3400 Stew art Ave.,
Wausau. Vis i ta tion was held on Fri day from 1 p.m. until the
time of ser vices all at the Stew art Ave. fu neral home. Final
rest ing was Sat ur day, Feb. 18, 2023 at 11 a.m. in High land
Memo r ial Park, New Berlin.
On line con do lences may be ex pressed at www. pet erso nkra 
emer. com.

Jeanette Scheu, of Tom a hawk,
passed away Feb. 12, 2023.
She was sur rounded by her
fam ily.
Jeanette was born to Angie and
Her man Dall man in Strat ford,
Wis., on April 18, 1936. She
grew up in the Tom a hawk area
and grad u ated from Tripoli
High School. She mar ried Ed ‐
ward Reedich in 1956 and
raised three (3) chil dren. After
Ed ward’s pass ing, she mar ried
Thomas Scheu in 1985.
She raised her fam ily in Mer ‐
rill, Wis. After she re tired from

Wire Prod ucts (Mer rill), she moved to Tom a hawk. In her
ear lier years, she loved rid ing her mo tor cy cle, tend ing bar,
rais ing rab bits, hunt ing, and play ing cards. In her later years,
she loved play ing the slot ma chines and was a fre quent, en ‐
thu si as tic vis i tor to the Lake of the Torches Casino. When
she was home, she spent her time as an avid reader, work ing
in her veg etable gar den, plant ing flow ers, feed ing and
watch ing birds, deer, bear, and other wildlife.
Jeanette is pre ceded in death by both of her par ents, and her
hus bands, Ed ward and Thomas.
Jeanette is sur vived by her brother George (Karla) Clements;
chil dren: Doug (Sue) Reedich of Har vard, Mass., Patty (Bill)
Proc know of Mer rill, Jenny Dur kee of Tom a hawk; grand ‐
chil dren: Lisa Reedich, Emily Reedich, Chris Reedich, Matt
(Jen nifer) Reedich, Travis Proc know, Alex Proc know; and a
great-grand child Clara Reedich. She is also sur vived by her
beloved cat Moose and too many squir rels and birds to
count.
The Fu neral Ser vice for Jeanette Scheu took place at 11 a.m.
on Sat ur day, Feb. 18, 2023 at Krueger Fam ily Fu neral Home
in Tom a hawk. Pas tor Larry Math ein of fi ci ated. Vis i ta tion
took place from 9 a.m. until the time of ser vice at 11 a.m. In
lieu of flow ers, memo ri als are ap pre ci ated to Alley Cat Res ‐
cue.
Krueger Fam ily Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices as ‐
sisted the fam ily with arrange ments. You may view the full
obit u ary and leave on line con do lences at www. kru eger fami 
lyfu nera l. com.

Page 4  •  Wednesday, February 22, 2023 TOMAHAWK LEADER www.tomahawkleader.com4

Obituary updates are posted 
at www.tomahawkleader.com

OBITUARIES

News Briefs
THS scholarship application 

deadline Friday, Feb. 24
The Tomahawk High School guid-

ance department is reminding Class 
of  2023 seniors that the deadline for 
submitting local scholarship appli-
cations is Friday, Feb. 24 at 3:15 p.m. 
Questions can be directed to the guid-
ance o­ce at 715-453-2106, extension 
214.

CESA 9 o�ering Substitute 
Teacher Training

CESA 9 in Tomahawk is o�ering 
Substitute Teacher Training on on 
Monday, Feb. 27 and Tuesday, Feb. 
28. Individuals with an Associate’s or 
Bachelor’s Degree and who success-
fully complete he training are eligible 
to apply for a Substitute Teacher per-
mit. For additional information, visit 

www.cesa9.org or call 715-453-2141.

Open Arms Community Meal 
closed through Tuesday, Feb. 28

Open Arms Community Meal, 
served each Tuesday at St. Mary’s 
Corpus Christi Center, 320 E. Wash-
ington Ave., Tomahawk, will be closed 
until Tuesday, Feb. 28. For more infor-
mation, call 715-224-3306.


















