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NEWSManawa
�inking spring in Manawa Comedy show coming to Manawa

MANAWA – �e Mana-
wa Area Chamber of Com-
merce is looking for help to 
beautify the city and show 
that Manawa is a great place 
to work, live and play.

�irty baskets are avail-
able for the chamber’s hang-
ing �ower baskets project 
in underway. Anyone can 
sponsor a basket for $65.

Sponsorships can honor 
graduating seniors or loved 
one or recognize a business. 
�ey can also be from a 
business; to a resident, busi-
ness owner, family or an or-
ganization; or in memory of 
someone.

Baskets will be hung along 
Bridge Street in downtown 
Manawa.

Anyone interested in 
sponsoring a basket or vol-
unteering to help with the 
project can email the cham-
ber o�ce at manawacham-

berofcommerce@gmail .
com.

Checks should be payable 
to Manawa Area Chamber 
of Commerce and sent to 
Manawa Area Chamber of 
Commerce, P.O. Box 221, 
Manawa, WI 54949.

Include the sponsor’s 
name, address and tele-
phone number as well as 
a name if the basket is in 
memory or in honor some-
one.

�e deadline to purchase 
a basket is Sunday, April 30.

Thirty hanging baskets can be sponsored in Manawa 
through a program organized by the Manawa Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Submitted Photo

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

MANAWA – Fish Sticks 
Comedy will perform at 6 
p.m. �ursday, March 2, at 
St. Paul Lutheran School in 
Manawa to celebrate Lu-
theran Schools Week.

�e performance will be 
held in the gymnasium at 
the school, located at 750 
Depot St.

“We celebrate Lutheran 
Schools Week at St. Paul 
every year during the �rst 
week in March,” Princi-
pal Brian Elmhorst said. 

“St. Paul is a wonderful 
family-oriented school that 
strives to provide children 
with a well-rounded edu-
cation that supports them 
mentally, emotionally and 
spiritually.”

Fish Sticks Comedy is 
one of the largest, always-
all-age-appropriate im-
prov comedy teams in the 
United States, according to 
Elmhorst.

“�eir commitment to 
doing squeaky-clean im-
prov has been a constant,” 
he said. “�is never-cross-

the-line, all-age-appropri-
ate, high-energy, improvi-
sational approach has led 
them to broaden their base 
to corporate workshops, 
events, clubs and much 
more.”

Everyone is welcome 
and admission is free.

“I hope that the audi-
ence will have a wonderful 
evening with their families 
enjoying an entertaining, 
family-friendly environ-
ment,” Elmhorst said. 
“Laughing is good for ev-
eryone.”

Four candidate seek three spots on Iola Village Board
BY HOLLY NEUMANN

STAFF REPORTER

IOLA – Four candidates 
will face o� for three seats 
on the Iola Village Board.

On the ballot for the 
Tuesday, April 4, election 
are incumbents Jim Ras-
mussen and Rick Meyers; 
Shannon Dane; and Aaron 
Messier. Pamela Parks is not 
seeking re-election.

Rasmussen
Rasmussen has served on 

the board for 26 years and 
is the chairman of the Per-
sonnel Committee. He also 
serves on the Finance, Po-
lice, Board of Review, Plan-
ning Commission/Zoning 
committees; the Library 
Board; and the Community 
Development Authority 
Board.

Increasing the quality 
of life for village residents 
is the biggest problem the 
board faces, Rasmussen 
said.

“Over the past 15 years, 
the state-shared revenue has 
dropped about 15%, mak-
ing residents pay a great 
portion of the tax bill,” he 
said. “�e State of Wiscon-
sin must at least keep up 
with in�ation with shared 
revenue. I will be contacting 
Rep. Kevin Petersen regard-
ing this issue.”

Rasmussen feels he is the 
best person for the job.

“I have enjoyed the years 
I have served on the board,” 
he said. “We have a number 
of issues to deal with in the 

future. I would like to be a 
part of that future. I have al-
ways tried to do what is best 
for Village of Iola residents 
and will continue to do so if 
re-elected.”

Rasmussen is retired. He 
and his wife Barb have one 
son and two grandchildren.

Meyers
Meyers has lived in Iola 

for six years.
“I have been on the vil-

lage board about two years,” 
he said. “I serve on the Park 
Committee, Ordinance 
Committee and Dog Park 
Committee.”

�e biggest issue facing 
the board is the changing 
times, according to Meyers.

“We as a country seem 
to be split,” he said. “We 
all have to be more open 
minded to residents’ ideas. 
I can help by listening to 
both sides and coming to an 

equitable solution. I want 
to work hard to �nish proj-
ects we started like the dog 
park,” he said.

Meyers is retired and does 
lawn care and handyman 
work.

Dane
Dane moved to Iola in 

2016, along with her hus-
band Dan and their son and 
she has taken the time to get 
to know the community.

“I have been the chief 
inspector for elections 
since 2020 and have had 
the privilege to meet and 
get to know the people in 
our community,” she said. 
“In my time with the Iola 
Library, I created a ‘public 
square’ of ideas, concerns 
and interests to be heard 
and voiced.”

Dane said her greatest as-
set is to listen to people to 
create an informed ability to 

promote their wants, desires 
and needs to the board.

“�ere are many areas 
of concern that our village 
board is facing, including 
single-issue challenges of 
the sand mine and updat-
ing our ordinances,” she 
said. “In conjunction with 
the Lake Authority, the use/
utilization of the mill pond, 
enhancing infrastructure 
to support a potential gig 
economy, increasing our tax 
base while maintaining our 
identity of what makes Iola 
an attractive place to live, 
creating a vitalized commu-
nity that goes beyond ‘car 
show’ and Independence

Day activities and sup-
porting our current local 
businesses without over-in-
terference from the govern-
ment.”

Dane said her ability to 
understand the will of the 
people and e�ectively ex-
press that will is how she 

will help the board solve 
these problems.

“�e key to governing is 
doing so with the consent 
of the people,” she said. “I 
intend to do just that.”

Dane said she and her 
family are invested in the 
Iola community.

“I care deeply about this 
community or I would not 
be seeking the support of 
the residents to be their 
voice and represent them on 
the Board,” she said. “I have 
an analytical and creative 
mind allowing me to prob-
lem solve e�ectively and 
e�ciently. My empathy to 
promote the passion of our 
community and its people 
allows me to be a very ef-
fective representative. I have 
no agenda other than what 
is best for us now and in the 
future.”

Messier
Messier and his wife 

have lived in Iola for two 
years. He currently works at 
Skyward in Stevens Point, 
where he is a customer suc-
cess representative.

“It has really given me 
a lot of leadership skills, 
problem-solving skills and 
presentation skills,” he said. 
“I deal with our customers 
each day over the phone 
and sometimes in person, 
so it has really helped me 
develop strong people skills. 
Using these skills, I am able 
to listen to a concern and 
carefully evaluate a problem 
in order to help come up 
with solutions.”

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Ste-
vens Point with a double 
major in political science 
and public administration, 
Messier said his educational 
background in how policies 
are made, how municipali-
ties of various sizes operate 
and how local government 
works is his greatest asset.

“Although I may not 
have practical experience in 
a position like this, I think 
this background could re-
ally help to bring something 
new to the table,” he said.

He said the board should 
engage the community 
more.

“I would like to see more 
residents attending village 
board meetings and have a 
chance to be involved in the 
process,” Messier said. “In 
the event that we are not 
getting feedback from the 
residents on certain topics, 
I would like to be able to 
explore, as a group, how we 
can better get community 
engagement on a topic.

“I will do my best to 
engage with community 
members that I meet and 
encourage them to attend 
the meetings so that they 
can be aware of what is hap-
pening,” he said. “I feel it’s 
important that the commu-
nity has a voice in what is 
going on.”

If elected, Messier said he 
will bring forward a lot of 
fresh ideas and perspectives 
that he hopes will really 
help stimulate conversations 
that will be ongoing.

Iola Village Board candidates for the spring election are Shannon Dane, Rick 
Meyers, Jim Rasmussen and Aaron Messier. Holly Neumann Photo

It’s Rib Fest time again Ski teams place third at state

Lions seeking donations for I-S post-prom party

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

IOLA – �e Iola-Scan-
dinavia softball team will 
host its 18th annual Rib 
Fest dinner.

Meals will be served 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, March 5, at Silver 
Lake Lanes in Scandinavia.

Dine-in and carry-out 
dinners will be available. 
�e cost is $30 for a full 
rack.

“Unfortunately, we again 
had to raise our dinner 
price due to overall price 
increases in all our din-
ner supplies,” coach Tom 
Anderson said. “We again 
will use the same rib we 
used last year: a precooked 

smoked St. Louis-style 
pork spare rib. �e re-
sponse we got from last 
year’s ribs were excellent.”

All dinners will be served 
in to-go containers. Besides 
a full rack of ribs, the menu 
also includes a baked po-
tato, baked beans, coleslaw, 
fresh bread and a chocolate 
brownie dessert.

“We would highly rec-
ommend purchasing your 
tickets in advance,” Ander-
son said. “We served just 
over 400 dinners each of 
the past few years, which 
is very close to selling out.”

Tickets can be purchased 
from any softball player 
or coach or at Silver Lake 
Lanes. Tickets are also 
available by calling 715-

445-2411, ext. 5000, and 
leaving a message or by 
emailing Anderson at an-
dersont@iola.k12.wi.us.

Money raised will help 
fund the team’s spring 
training trip to Disney 
World this year.

“�is trip has proven to 
be a fantastic opportunity 
to practice, play games and 
build team chemistry at 
�rst-rate athletic �elds and 
amusement park facilities 
in sunny, warm weather,” 
Anderson said. “We greatly 
appreciate the support the 
communities of Iola and 
Scandinavia and the sur-
rounding areas have shown 
to our Rib Fest dinner and 
to our softball program.”

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

CABLE – �e Iola Win-
ter Sports Club’s  girls’ and 
boys’ Nordic ski teams each 
placed third at the Wiscon-
sin Nordic Ski League State 
Distance Championships, 
held Feb. 11-12 in Cable. 

“Taking third on that 
stage feels great after just 
missing a team trophy last 
year,” said Charlie Vater, a 
member of the boys’ team. 
“�ough it wasn’t our goal, 
we are still very happy with 
it and excited to keep work-
ing hard for next year.”

Team points are scored by 
summing the top �ve racers 
from each team, with the 

IOLA – �e Iola Lions 
Club has begun prepara-
tions for the 27th annual 
Iola-Scandinavia Post-Prom 
Party.

�is year’s party will be 
held after prom on Satur-
day, May 6, through early 

morning on Sunday, May 7.
“Each year, we sponsor a 

safe, fun, alcohol-free event 
to give our young people 
a safe alternative to other 
post-prom activities,” orga-
nizer Diana Jones said. “We 
hire entertainment, serve re-

freshments, provide games 
and fun and give away over 
100 prizes ranging from 
a television, laptop, head-
phones or tablets to movie 
rentals and gift certi�cates.”

More than 120 students 
attend the event each year. 

Students stay until the 
end of the event at 3:30 
a.m. because they have 
the chance to win prizes. 
“We are convinced that 
this activity helps keep our 
young people away from 
parties where alcohol may be 

served and that it provides a 
safe alternative our students 
truly enjoy,” Jones said.

�e club is seeking dona-
tions for prizes for the 2023 
event.

“Cash donations, gift 
certi�cates and/or coupons 

are very much appreciated,” 
Jones said. “If you have a 
product that teenagers are 
interested in, we would be 
happy to include your prod-
uct among the prizes. �e 

Josie Kwasny, Greta Dickman, Ian Anderson and 
Charlie Vater won Freestyle medals for the Iola 
Winter Sports Club's girls' and boys' Nordic ski 
teams Feb. 11-12 in Cable. Submitted Photo

Ski Team
CONTINUES ON PAGE 13

Prom
CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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Ho�man, Botting pin their way to state

Bulldogs come up short at home Area schools to
host semi�nals

T-Birds sweep Hornets

Football coach shares message of hope in Manawa

BY GREG SEUBERT
SPORTS EDITOR

REGION – �e season 
will continue for nine area 
wrestlers that quali�ed for 
the WIAA State Individual 
Wrestling Championships.

�e tournament, for boys 
and girls in three divisions, 
kicks o� �ursday, Feb. 23, 
and continues through Sat-
urday, Feb. 25, at the Kohl 
Center in Madison.

Area quali�ers on the 
boys’ side are Weyauwega-
Fremont’s Vanden Ho�man 
and Manawa’s Cash Botting 
(Division 3); New London’s 
Wyatt Magolski (Division 
2); and Hortonville’s Wyatt 
Skebba, Nolan Skebba and 
Henry Niebauer (Division 
1).

Qualifying girls include 
New London’s Hailie 
Krueger, Clintonville’s 
Keela Deering and Horton-
ville’s Mackinzie Schieder-
mayer.

Division 3
Bonduel
Sectional

SEYMOUR – Bot-
ting and Ho�man pinned 
all three of their oppo-
nents to win the 120- and 
220-pound championships 
at Seymour High School.

Botting, a freshman, 
pinned Oconto’s Tyler 
Beekman in 1:53, Lena’s 
Dylan Comins in 3:02 and 
Crandon’s Brayden Madl in 
4:54 in the �nal to earn his 
�rst trip to state.

Ho�man, a junior, is re-
turning to state for a second 
time after pinning Lena’s 
Dylan Urbanek in 29 sec-
onds, Kewaunee’s Ezra Duc-
at in 1:23 and Coleman’s 
Devin Otto in 51 seconds 
in the �nal.

Weyauwega-Fremont’s 
Riley Scherg and Aiden 
Marquette missed out on 
a trip to state by falling in 

their third-place match at 
106 and 152, respectively.

Coleman won the sec-
tional championship with 
148.5 points, followed by 
Shiocton (145), Witten-
berg-Birnamwood (94.5), 

Crandon (64.5), Kewaunee 
(64), Bonduel (54), Reeds-
ville (47), Wabeno/Laona/
�ree Lakes (44.5), Lena 
(43.5), Weyauwega-Fre-
mont (41), Valders (28), 
Crivitz (24.5), Manawa 

(24), Lourdes Academy/Val-
ley Christian (22), Mishicot 
(17), New Holstein (9) and 
Rosholt (4).

Ho�man now has 35 pins 
on the season and will take a 
45-2 record to state.

Coach Tim Potratz likes 
his wrestler’s chances.

“Vanden has been a 
dominant force at 220 all 
season,” he said. “His two 

Weyauwega-Fremont's Caden Meisenhelder wrestles Crivitz's Dominic Thoreson in a 160-pound match at 
a Division 3 sectional match at Seymour High School. Thoreson won the match 17-2. Perry Thomas Photo

New London
boys fall

to Menasha
BY GREG SEUBERT

SPORTS EDITOR

NEW LONDON – 
�anks to the Menasha Blue-
jays, a late-season slide con-
tinued for the New London 
boys’ basketball team.

�e Bulldogs hosted the 
Bluejays Feb. 17 in a match-
up of Bay Conference teams, 
but ended up on the short 
end of a 60-49 score.

It was the fourth straight 
loss for New London.

�e Bulldogs trailed by 
as many as 10 points in the 
�rst half, but used a 12-0 run 
that included eight straight 
points from Michael Helsten 
to take a 30-26 lead into the 
locker room.

New London led by as 
many as seven points in the 
second half, but Quinn Lud-
vigsen gave the Bluejays the 
lead for good at 41-39 and 
Menasha closed the game 
with a 14-5 run.

Helsten led the Bulldogs with 
11 points while Trayveon Lock-
ridge led Menasha with 15.

�e Bulldogs will wrap up 
the regular season �ursday, 
Feb. 23, at home against 
West De Pere before hosting 
Lakeland Friday, March 3, in 
a WIAA Division 2 regional 
semi�nal.

Menasha's Quinn Ludwigsen fouls New London's Ian Oberstadt in the �rst half 
of a Bay Conference boys' basketball game at New London High School. The 
Bulldogs led 30-26 at halftime, but ended up falling to the Bluejays 60-49.
 Greg Seubert Photo

Wrestling
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

MANAWA – As a stand-
out athlete at an Upper Pen-
insula high school, Daniel 
Olson was the real deal.

He was an all-state �rst-
team quarterback at Ish-
peming High School, a 
two-time conference player 
of the year, UP player of the 
year and led the Hematites 
to a state championship 
game.

He was also a two-time 
defensive player of the year 
in basketball and part of an 
UP championship track re-
lay team.

At the same time, he 
su�ered with anxiety and 
depression for many years, 
which ultimately led him to 
taking his own life on July 
19, 2012.

Olson’s father, Je�, told 
his son’s story Feb. 13 dur-
ing a stop at Little Wolf 
High School in Manawa.

“It started like a normal 
day,” said Olson, who was 
not only Daniel’s father, but 
also his coach. “He seemed 
to be back to himself. We 

got done with work, got 
some sandwiches. He spent 
time with one of his sisters, 
played with his brother, 
then went o� and did some 
things on his own. After he 
came home, my daughter 
told me that Daniel had 
locked himself in the laun-
dry room and been there for 
a long time.”

Olson got the key, un-
locked the door and found 
his son dead.

“My whole adult life, I 
have been working with 
youth,” he said. “Nothing 
could have prepared me for 
this.”

With three teenagers at 
home and his wife Sally 
gone at the time of Daniel’s 
passing, the community 
took care of Je� until his 
wife got home.

“�ey (the community) 
had our backs,” Olson said. 
“Suicide was not something 
people talked about back 
then. We felt like we were 
alone on a deserted island. 
�e kindness and compas-
sion shown to our family 
was amazing.”

Two and a half weeks af-
ter the loss of his son, Ol-
son returned to the football 
�eld to coach his team with 
the support of his student-
athletes and community be-
hind him.

“�ere was no question in 
my mind that I had to get 
back out there,” he said. “I 
wasn’t sure if I would be any 
good, but I had to try.”

�e Hematites had a win-
ning season, quali�ed for 
Michigan’s Division 7 state 
playo�s and defeated De-
troit Loyola 21-14 to win a 
state title.

Olson collapsed on the 
sideline from all the emo-
tion after ful�lling his ulti-
mate dream.

“From the moment Dan-
iel passed away, it was go, 
go, go, from taking care of 
my family, coaching and 
taking care of myself,” he 
said. “�is was Daniel’s 
dream. He wanted to see 
me win a state title. Once 
the clock clicked zero, I said Jeff Olson talks to his son Daniel during a high school football game. Daniel 

committed suicide in July 2012 and Jeff now promotes mental health issue 
awareness with schools and communities. He visited Little Wolf High School 
in Manawa Feb. 13. Submitted Photo

Olson
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

BY GREG SEUBERT
SPORTS EDITOR

REGION – �e road to 
state for two divisions of 
boys’ basketball teams will 
pass through Waupaca and 
Clintonville high schools.

Both schools are sched-
uled to host a sectional 
semi�nal �ursday, March 
9, as part of the WIAA 
state boys’ basketball 
tournament, which kicks 
o� Tuesday, Feb. 28 with 
games in �ve divisions.

A Division 2 sectional 
�nal will be held at Wau-
paca High School, while a 
Division 3 semi�nal will 
be played in Clintonville.

Here’s a rundown of op-
ponents for the area’s seven 
teams: Clintonville, Hor-
tonville, Iola-Scandinavia, 
Manawa, New London, 
Waupaca and Weyauwega-
Fremont.

Regional championships 
are scheduled for Saturday, 
March 4; sectional games 
will be played March 9 
(semi�nals) and Saturday, 
March 11 (�nals); and 
state games will be played 
�ursday to Saturday, 
March 16-18, at the Kohl 
Center in Madison.

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

IOLA – Iola-Scandina-
via’s girls’ and boys’ basket-
ball teams picked up wins 
over Rosholt Feb. 14.

�e girls handed the 
Hornets a 53-29 loss, 
while the boys sent Ro-
sholt home with a 50-31 
loss.

I-S 53,
Rosholt 29

Madeline Much scored 

a game-high 15 points to 
lead the �underbirds to 
the win.

�e T-Birds outscored 
Rosholt 25-14 in the �rst 
half behind seven points 
from Lillian Fuhs.

Much scored 11 of her 
points in the second half 
and Fuhs �nished with 12 
points.

Addison Gagas led the 
Hornets with 11 points.

T-Birds
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

Basketball
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12
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losses this season are both 
when he wrestled against 
heavyweights.”

Ho�man has a bye in 
the �rst round at state and 
will wrestle Cedar Grove/
Belgium’s Deven Soerens 
(23-7) or Boyceville’s Zach 
Hellendrung (41-8) in the 
quarter�nal round Feb. 24.

Botting (44-4) will wres-
tle Poynette’s Isaiah Gauer 
(31-12) in the preliminary 
round Feb. 23.

Division 2
Wrightstown
Sectional

WRIGHTSTOWN – Ma-
golski won the 113-pound 
championship with a 12-0 
win over Luxemburg-Casco’s 
Michael Bostwick.

�e junior will take a 
43-4 record to state, has a 
bye in the �rst round and 
will face Monroe’s Garrett 
Minder (33-15) or Kewas-
kum’s James Racer (45-7) in 
the quarter�nal round Feb. 
24.

Waupaca’s J.J. Azuara 
competed with Magolski at 
113 and placed fourth.

Luxemburg-Casco won 
the sectional with 150.5 
points, followed by Freedom 
(127), Brillion (85), Two 
Rivers (75), Denmark (49), 
Kiel (47.5), Seymour (42), 
Oconto and Wrightstown 
(31.5), Oostburg (31), 
Plymouth 30, Sturgeon 
Bay/Sevastopol (28), New 
London (26), Peshtigo (22), 
Chilton/Hilbert (18), She-
boygan Falls (16), Elkhart 
Lake-Glenbeulah/Howards 
Grove (12), Marinette (11), 
Waupaca and Xavier (9) and 
Southern Door (3).

Krueger will defend 
the girls’ 145-pound state 
championship that she won 
last year as a freshman.

She was the only wrestler 
at 145 at the sectional and 
quali�ed for state for a sec-
ond time. �e WIAA held 

the �rst girls’ state meet last 
year in La Crosse and this 
is the �rst year the girls will 
join the boys at the Kohl 
Center.

Deering is also heading 
to state after handing Chil-
ton/Hilbert’s Gwen Breck-
heimer a 19-3 technical fall 
defeat in the 185-pound �-
nal, while Waupaca’s Savana 
Hansen placed second at 
120 after dropping a 7-5 de-
cision to Peshtigo’s Addisen 
Olson in the �nal.

Krueger and Deering 
will wrestle at state Feb. 
23. Krueger (25-1) will face 
Janesville Parker’s Victoria-
Anne Kampman (6-2) and 
Deering (10-5) is matched 
up against Sparta’s Kylie 
Hanson (11-2).

Division 1
Oshkosh North
Sectional

OSHKOSH – Wyatt 
Skebba won the Polar Bears’ 
only sectional champion-
ship with a 1-0 win over 
Neenah’s Declan Koch in 
the 106-pound �nal.

His brother, Nolan, is also 
heading to state after plac-
ing second at 120. He fell to 
West Bend West’s Ben Bast 
5-0 in the �nal, but came 
back in the wrestleback 
round with a 5-2 win over 
Kimberly’s Aiden Fonder.

Niebauer also quali�ed 
for state after placing second 
at 138. He fell to Kaukauna’s 
Greyson Clark 19-3 in the 

138-pound �nal.
Ayden Needham (160) 

placed third for Horton-
ville, while Gri�n Jens 
(132), Tage Wasmund (152) 
and Ben Smith (220) placed 
fourth.

�e Skebbas and Nie-
bauer will wrestle their �rst 
match at state Feb. 23. Wyatt 
Skebba (37-1) will face Pu-
laski’s Broc Ambrosius (21-
12), Nolan Skebba (30-7) 
will wrestle Holmen’s Turner 
Campbell (37-6) and Nie-
bauer (37-8) is matched up 
against Indian Trail’s Sullivan 
Ramos (47-5).

Kaukauna won the sec-
tional with 199.5 points, 
followed by West Bend 
West (92), Hortonville (91), 
Kimberly (85.5), Neenah 
(85), West Bend East (76.5), 
Oshkosh West (59.5), Ap-
pleton North (53), Hartford 
(33.5), Menasha 28, Beaver 
Dam/Wayland Academy 
(20) and Appleton East (6).

Schiedermayer (3-4) will 
join Krueger in the girls’ 
145-pound bracket at state. 
She was the only 145-pound 
wrestler in Oshkosh and 
will face Watertown’s Alison 
Busler (20-12) in the open-
ing round Feb. 23.

One other Hortonville 
wrestler also made it to her 
sectional �nal match, as 
Neenah’s Kylee Kurszewski 
pinned Hannah Huza in 
3:33 at 114.

Mya Ulman also wrestled 
for the Polar Bears at 120.

WRESTLING
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Weyauwega-Fremont's Aiden Marquette works on 
Crivitz's Sean Krueger in a 152-pound match Feb. 
18 at a Division 2 sectional meet at Seymour High 
School. Marquette pinned Krueger in 52 seconds, 
but did not qualify for state. Perry Thomas Photo

Division 1
Wis. Rapids
Sectional

Hortonville received a bye 
in the �rst round and the 
fourth-seeded Polar Bears 
will host No. 13 Holmen at 
7 p.m. Friday, March 3. 

Sectional semi�nals will 
be played at Oshkosh West 
and Stevens Point, with the 
�nal to be held at Wisconsin 
Rapids.

Division 2
Menomonie
Sectional

New London and Wau-
paca received a No. 4 and 

No. 10 seed, respectively.
New London has a bye 

in the �rst round and will 
host �fth-seeded Lakeland 
March 3, while Waupaca 
will head to Wausau that 
day to face No. 7 Wausau 
East.

Sectional semi�nals will 
be played at Waupaca and 
Tomah, while Menomonie 
will host the �nal.

Division 3
Oconto Falls
Sectional

Ninth-seeded Clinton-
ville will open tournament 
play Feb. 28 at No. 8 Omro.

Sectional semi�nals are 
scheduled to be played in 
Clintonville and Denmark, 

with the �nal to be played 
in Oconto Falls.

Division 4
Appleton East
Sectional

Iola-Scandinavia will 
open the tournament Feb. 
28. Iola-Scandinavia, a No. 
12 seed, will head to No. 5 
Necedah, while eighth-seed-
ed Manawa will host No. 9 
Menominee Indian.

Weyauwega-Fremont is a 
No. 3 seed, has a bye in the 
�rst round and will host No. 
6 Edgar or No. 11 Nekoosa 
March 3.

Sectional semi�nals will 
be played at Marsh�eld and 
Oconto Falls, while Apple-
ton East will host the �nal.

BASKETBALL
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I-S 50,
Rosholt 31

Ian Koss �nished with 
a game-high 29 points as 
the T-Birds notched their 
second win of the season.

Iola-Scandinavia led 
22-13 before outscoring 
the Hornets 28-18 in the 
second half.

Jaxon Peterson and 
Charlie Loriecki led Ro-
sholt with seven points.

T-BIRDS
FROM PAGE 11

he won one for me through 
these kids. �ey did it for 
Daniel.”

Olson has made it his 
mission to spread aware-
ness of mental health to 
area students and commu-
nities through a documen-
tary, “Do it For Daniel.”

“It is my job to educate 
people so others don’t have 
to go through what we 
went through,” he said. 
“We have to get past the 
stigma of mental illness 
and people thinking you 
are crazy or weak. Mental 
health issues are an illness 
of the brain that are usu-
ally very common and 
treatable.”

There is hope, according 
to Olson.

“Daniel fought this, but 
he also fought in silence 
for five years,” he said. “He 
needed to do the counsel-
ing and he needed to talk 
about it. Daniel quit talk-
ing and wasn’t willing to 
accept some of the stuff he 
was supposed to do to help 
him out.”

There is not always a 
quick fix, Olson said.

“Don’t give up,” he said. 
“There is always some-
thing that you can try. You 
are not alone.”

The one takeaway Olson 
hopes his audiences gain is 
an understanding of men-
tal illness.

“Be kind,” he said. “You 
never know what someone 
is going through. Make it 
easy for people to come 
forward if they are strug-
gling. Be compassionate.”

Olson said he is not an-
gry with his son.

“We worked to keep him 
alive,” he said. “We got to 
see the struggle that he 
tried to fight, but he lost 
his battle. He was hurt-
ing so bad and the pain 

was unbearable. I wish he 
would not have done it, 
but this is the choice he 
made and we have to live 
with it.”

More information on 
Daniel’s story can be found 
at doitfordaniel.com or 
facebook.com/doit4daniel.

Olson said his son’s story 
is not over.

“His story has not end-
ed as long as it’s still be-
ing told,” he said. “Even 
though I cannot hug him, 
Daniel is still here. His sto-
ry is helping people and it’s 
going to continue.”

OLSON
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Manawa teacher Tom Polkki (left) poses for a 
photo with Jeff Olson Feb. 13 prior to Olson's 
presentation of "Do it for Daniel" at Little Wolf High 
School. Polkki is a former student of Olson's.
 Submitted Photo

Iola-Scandinavia's Carter Melum keeps and eye 
on the ball while Rosholt's Jaxon Peterson looks 
for a place to pass. Holly Neumann Photos

Rosholt's Payton Skortz and Iola-Scandinavia's Elle Charles look to the 
hoop for a rebound during the Thunderbirds' 53-39 win over the Hornets.

Record breaker
Weyauwega-Fremont High school sophomore Olivia Witkowski broke the 
Warhawks' school record for the most points in a season during a recent 
game with Menominee Indian. Cindy Wendt, who set the previous record 
of 396 points in 1991, attended the Warhawks' game Feb. 16 against 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood. Witkowski added 15 points to her total in the 
Warhawks' �nal home game against the Chargers and �nished as the 
leading scorer this season in the Central Wisconsin Conference-East. 
"Really happy for Olivia," Weyauwega-Fremont coach Joe Titus said. 
"I know how much time and effort she puts into basketball, especially 
outside of the regular season. She will be the �rst to tell you that it never 
would have happened without her teammates." Perry Thomas Photo

Parks, Recreation
Dartball
Lutheran
League

Standings: Immanuel 
(Waupaca) (13-5); St. Paul’s 
(Dupont) (13-5); Trinity (New 
London) (12-6); St. Peter’s 
(Big Falls) (9-9); Scandinavia 
(9-9); First Lutheran (Og-
densburg) (8-10); St. Peter’s 
2 (Weyauwega) (7-11); St. 
Paul’s (Manawa) (1-17).

Feb. 9 results: First Luther-
an 3, St. Paul’s (Manawa) 
0; St. Paul’s (Dupont) 3, 
Scandinavia 0; St. Peter’s 
(Big Falls) 2, St. Peter’s 2 
(Weyauwega) 1; Trinity 2, 
Immanuel 1.

Feb. 2 results: Scandinavia 
3, St. Paul’s (Manawa) 0; 
Trinity (New London) 3, St. 
Peter’s (Big Falls) 0; St. Pe-
ter’s 2 (Weyauwega) 2, First 
Lutheran 1; Immanuel 2, St. 
Paul’s (Dupont) 1.

Pool
Clintonville
Women’s League

Division 1 (wins): Jeanne 
Rose 2 (130), Bun’s Ball 
Busters (120), Lowell’s Land-
ing (116), Suzy Q’s 1 (100), 
Club 45 (91), Bump’s (87), 
Bun’s 1 (84), Big Sal’s (76), 
Racks & Rails 1 (75), D’s 
Corner Pocket (67).

Division 2 (wins): Gopher’s 
(131), Sticky Buns (130), 
Big Falls Tavern (114), Bun’s 
Pocket Rockets (107), Mike’s 
(89), Suzy Q’s 2 (72), Racks 
& Rails 2 (69), Philagain’s 
(66), Jeanne Rose 1 (58).

Volleyball
Clintonville 
Men’s League

Standings: Tom’s Construc-
tion (26-4); Net Worth (25-5); 
Total Foam Specialists (21-

12); Sand Baggers (18-12); 
Tower Crew (15-15); G-Force 
Building (10-23); Durie Elec-
tric (4-23); Team No Name 
(1-26). Sand Baggers 2, G-
Force Building 1; Net Worth 
3, Team No Name 0; Tom’s 
Construction 2, Total Foam 
Specialists 1; Tower Crew 3, 
Durie Electric 3-0.

Clintonville
Women’s League

Standings: Club 45 (24-3); 
Aces Down, Set Up (24-6); 
Serves of Steel (18-18); 
Been There, Dug That (12-
21); Rad Raddants (10-23); 
A-OK Construction (8-25). 
Results: Aces Down, Set Up 
3, Serves of Steel 0; Rad 
Raddants 2, Been There, 
Dug That 1; Been There, 
Dug That 2, A-OK Construc-
tion 2-1; Club 45 3, Rad 
Raddants 0; Serves of Steel 
2, A-OK Construction 1.

I-S players receive academic award
BY HOLLY NEUMANN

STAFF REPORTER

IOLA –�irteen Iola-Scan-
dinavia High School students 
have been recognized for their 
e�orts on the basketball court 
and in the classroom with an 
academic all-state award from 
the Wisconsin Basketball 
Coaches Association.

In order to receive this 
award, students must be on 
the varsity roster and main-
tain a minimum of a 3.5 
grade-point average.

Clara Koles, Lillian Fuhs, 
Jaelyn Sivertson, Elle Charles, 
Chloe Timdal, Myah He-
schke, Maci Heschke, Mck-
enzie Bonikowske and Mad-
eline Much of the girls’ team 
received the award, while 

Charlie Tappa, Ryan Kam-
pert, Carter Melum and Park-
er Gullixon of the boys’ team 
were also recognized.

“I am extremely proud of 
these girls and all the work 
they put into their academ-
ics while competing at a high 
level throughout the sea-
son,” girls’ coach Joel Biadasz 
said. “It truly shows how 
much hard work and dedica-
tion they put into everything 
that they do whether it’s in the 
classroom or on the court.”

“It is wonderful to see the 
WBCA recognize the work 
that our student-athletes put 
forth in the classroom,” boys’ 
coach Sam Bertsch said. “Be-
ing the �rst year for the award, 
it’s great to see a large number 

of our student-athletes repre-
senting Iola-Scandinavia.”

“Receiving academic all-
state honors is a great accom-
plishment for our student-
athletes,” Principal Chris 
Nelson said. “It means the 
students put a lot of time, ef-
fort and dedication into their 
academic and athletic suc-
cess. Both require countless 
hours outside of the school 
day to hone their skills on and 
o� the court.

“Iola-Scandinavia High 
School is proud of these 
academic all-state student-
athletes, their achievements 
and their dedication to excel-
lence,” he said. “�ey serve as 
great role models for our stu-
dent body and community.”
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Ann Yeager of New Lon-
don received the People’s 
Choice Award for a stun-
ning painting of an Indian 
woman in a headdress. Yea-
ger is an active member of 
WRAL, having helped in 
many areas of the art show 
and also on the murals 
throughout New London. 
She is self-taught, and start-
ed painting just a few years 
ago, which is surprising to 
most who see her work.

A new photo booklet of 
the Start Art Mural Project 
was launched at the show. 
Booklets are now available 
at the Chamber of Com-
merce o�ce. �e league is 
asking for a small donation 
when picking up a booklet, 
to cover the cost of printing.

League member and lo-
cal artist, Jason Hornung 
of Clintonville was fea-
tured artist this year. He 
demonstrated using mark-
ers and pencils. 

�e event was enhanced 
with creative snow�ake 

centerpieces by Events 
Everlasting, modern and 
classical music by local 
pianists, warm food by 
Crystal Falls, and door 
prizes including Paine and 
Bergstrom Mahler gift cer-
ti�cates and art supplies 
from Richeson and WRAL 
members. 

�e Wolf River Art 
League, a 501(c)(3) non-

pro�t, relies on volunteers 
and generous donations to 
make this event happen. 
�e annual Mid-Winter 
Art Show raises funds to 
award art scholarships for 
two graduating seniors ad-
vancing in the arts. Look 
for further beauti�cation 
projects to be completed 
by WRAL this spring and 
summer.

ART SHOW
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Student artist Rori Marscks Bushey of 
Hortonville received a blue ribbon for her 
charcoal and pencil drawing.  Lori Schneider Photo

lowest score winning. 
Freestyle races were held 

Feb. 11 and Classic races 
were held Feb. 12, with 
high school athletes rac-
ing seven kilometers and 
middle school skiers three 
kilometers.

Ian Anderson and Vater 
placed �fth and seventh, 
respectively, in the boys’ 
high school Freestyle race; 
Greta Dickman and Jose-
phine Kwasny placed �fth 

and sixth in the girls’ high 
school Freestyle race; and 
Carson Wood placed �fth 
in the middle school Free-
style race.

Huba Bodor-Gosztony 
and Vater placed eighth 
and ninth in the boys’ high 
School Classic race; Dick-
man and Kwasny �nished 
sixth and 10th in the girls’ 
division; and Wood �nished 
eighth in the middle school 
division.

Vater and Bodor-Goszto-
ny placed eighth and 10, re-

spectively, in the combined 
scoring of the two races; 
Dickman and Kwasny �n-
ished third and sixth; and 
Wood placed sixth.

�e teams include skiers 
from Iola, Rosholt, Am-
herst, Stevens Point and 
Appleton.

“I love this team more 
than anything,” Vater said. 
“All my teammates are my 
best friends. It is just amaz-
ing working hard alongside 
these super-dedicated and 
great people.”

SKI TEAM
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Woodland Badgers
The Woodland Badgers 4-H Club recently donated food and hygiene 
items to the Compassionate Connection Center. These items will help 
families in need through the nutrition bag program that is offered to the 
schools. Members pictured are, from left, FRONT: Jackson Walentowski, 
Bryce Burmeister, Owen Burmeister, and Dillon Van Straten; BACK: Emma 
Walentowski, Ben Froh, Lauren Van Straten, and Leah Wojnowiak, Executive 
Director of Compassionate Connections. Photo Courtesy Woodland Badgers

Men of Outdoors host breakfast
NEW LONDON – 

Men of the Outdoors will 
host its �fth annual Sports-
men Breakfast on Satur-
day, March 4, at Emanuel 
Lutheran School, 200 E. 
Quincy St., New London.

Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 
�e event will feature ven-
dors, hunting and �shing 
displays, workshops, chil-
dren’s activities.,

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m. Je� Gag-
now will present a keynote 
address.

Gagnow, a former New 
London resident, now re-
sides near Fond du Lac 
where he owns and oper-
ates Appraisal Consultants 
LLC, a career that dates 
back to 1987.

While still full time in 
the appraisal business, 
Gagnow has added a new 
venture, Turning Point 
Outdoors, a lifestyle brand 
still in its early stages of de-
velopment.

With 40 years of hunt-
ing and �shing experience, 
he’s now focused less on his 
own success having found 
a passion for motivating 
others to pursue their own 
moments and success.

With decades of stories 
driven by a love of the out-
doors, through his faith 
and his failures, he hopes 
to inspire others to pursue 
and enjoy each moment.

�e program will end 
with multiple door prizes 
for both adults and youths.

Workshops 
Four workshops will be 

presented beginning at 8 
a.m. and repeated at 9:45 
a.m. 

Workshop topics include 
turkey hunting, an African 

hunt experience, ri�e cali-
bers and ballistic perfor-
mance, and solo camping 
in the wilderness.

In the �rst workshop, 
Wisconsin Turkey Com-
mander Loren Voss will 
discuss his turkey hunting 
experience of more than 
50 years. Voss has appeared 
on outdoor shows and he’s 
published various articles 
on the sport.

In the second work-
shop two New London 
gunsmith Roger Krueger 
will share his professional 
knowledge on di�erent 
ri�e calibers, advantages of 
each, bullet grain weights, 
ballistics and best uses for 
each caliber.

In the third workshop, 
Dave and Melissa Gilbert-
son will share their experi-
ences of what it is like to 

hunt in Africa. �ey are 
representatives for Wild 
Game Safaris.

In the fourth workshop, 
Chuck Reetz will discuss 
solo camping in the wil-
derness. Reetz is an avid 
BWCA camper and will 
talk about his adventures 
including sub zero camp-
ing with minimal supplies.

Tickets
Tickets cost $10 at the 

door or for $8 in advance. 
Tickets are available at 
the New London Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Emanuel Church o�ce 
and Johnny’s Little Shop of 
Bait. Children ages 12 and 
under are admitted free.

Breakfast consists of an 
egg bake, sausage links, 
roasted potatoes, fresh fruit 
salad and mu�ns.

Jeff Gagnow of Turning Point Outdoors is 
keynote speaker at the Sportsmen Breakfast in 
New London. Submitted Photo

Waupaca County sheri�’s report

Man charged with threatening of�cer

• Feb. 13 – A Waupaca call-
er on Evans Street reported a 
man was harassing her and 
would not leave her house.

• Feb. 13 – A Fremont 
woman on County Trunk II 
reported vandalism and theft 
regarding a civil dispute.

• Feb. 13 – A Clintonville 
man on Dobbs Road reported 
a suspicious vehicle followed 
his wife while she was out for 
a run. The vehicle kept turn-
ing around and would park on 
the road and watch her. 

• Feb. 13 – A Weyauwega 
caller on County Trunk U 
reported seeing suspicious 
lights in the sky and stated, 
“China is on the run again.”

• Feb. 13 – A New London 
caller on Stage Road reported 
that people were trespassing 
on her land day and night and 
were shooting things at her 
house.

• Feb. 14 – Holly Funeral 
Home in Waupaca requested 
help with traf�c control for a 
funeral procession.

• Feb. 14 – An Ogdensburg 
woman on St. Lawrence 
Street reported an electrical 
box was sparking.

• Feb. 14 – A Waupaca 
woman on Stratton Lake 
Road reported a female 
would not leave a man alone. 
A person was bitten earlier 
but declined an ambulance.

• Feb. 15 – A Waupaca man 
on Shadow Road reported 
that a St. Bernard and a black 
Labrador retriever were def-
ecating in his yard. 

• Feb. 15 – Rawhide Youth 
Services requested an of�cer 
to help with a domestic situ-
ation between two unmarried 
staff members.

• Feb. 15 – A Fremont caller 
on Peters Road reported 
someone tried to open an 
account under his name with 
the Bank of America. 

• Feb. 15 – Eastside Mobil 

in Waupaca reported a gas 
drive-off valued at $38. The 
vehicle was a silver Pontiac. 

• Feb. 15 – A Weyauwega 
caller on County Trunk X re-
ported a suspicious vehicle 
with a wooden trailer was 
parked in front of her house 
for two hours. It left one time 
and came back.

• Feb. 15 – A Waupaca 
caller on Chad Court reported 
the theft of two packages 
from her front doorstep. 

• Feb. 15 – An anonymous 
caller reported a person in a 
silver Ford Explorer was driv-
ing around drunk and that 
there might be drugs in the 
vehicle. The caller provided 
an address where the vehicle 
parked.

• Feb. 15 – A Waupaca 
woman reported a person 
left a bar stumbling and was 
heading to Iola on State 
Highway 161 in a brown Ford 
Edge.

• Feb. 16 – A caller from the 
Philippines requested a wel-
fare check on her aunt as she 
was having trouble contact-
ing her.

• Feb. 16 – A Waupaca call-
er on Radley Road reported 
someone struck his mailbox.

• Feb. 16 – A Marion caller 
on Pockat Road reported a 
woman was harassing him.

• Feb. 16 – A Marion man 
on Long Lake Road reported 
a trail camera and solar panel 
were stolen.  

• Feb. 16 – A Clintonville 
caller reported a person threw 
bottles into his yard.

• Feb. 16 – Rawhide Youth 
Services reported a disorderly 
conduct situation where one 
youth was injured and sent to 
the emergency room.

• Feb. 16 – An Iola woman 
on Wasrud Road reported 
two unusually bright stars in 
the sky. The dispatcher ad-
vised her that there was noth-

ing law enforcement could 
really do about that.

• Feb. 17 – An unknown 
caller reported a person was 
going to commit suicide by 
overdosing on some medica-
tion.

• Feb. 17 – A Weyauwega 
caller on State Highway 49 
reported tht someone took 
her car without permission 
and she ad no idea where 
he went. He just got out of 
rehab for methamphetamine 
addiction.

• Feb. 18 – A Waupaca 
woman on Mynard Road re-
ported that a suspicious car 
parked near her home and 
turned its lights off.

• Feb. 18 – A Waupaca 
woman on Meadow View 
Court reported the death of 
an 84-year-old man who fell. 

• Feb. 19 – Little River 
Meats in Weyauwega re-
ported some money missing 
and requested to speak with 
an of�cer.

• Feb. 19 – A juvenile caller 
reported that their parents 
were �ghting. It was not 
physical at this time but it has 
been in the past.

• Feb. 19 – A female called 
reported that a man told his 
cousin that he wanted to kill 
himself. She was unsure if he 
had a plan but she stated that 
“he is a man of his word.”

• Feb. 19 – An anonymous 
caller reported an underage 
drinking party.

• There was an average 
number of deer-auto colli-
sions during this period. A 
handful of residents called in 
controlled burns. A lost yel-
low Labrador retriever was 
taken to the Weyauwega 
Police Department. A driver 
struck a raccoon that dam-
aged the vehicle so badly it 
could be reported as an in-
surance claim.

Waupaca police 
�nd meth in 
elderly man’s 
apartment

COUNTY – A 73-year-
old man is accused of using 
a shovel to threaten an o�-
cer and smash a glass door.

Daniel T. Summers, Wau-
paca, is charged with felony 
counts of threatening an of-
�ce and possession of meth-
amphetamine, two misde-
meanor counts of criminal 
damage to property and 
disorderly conduct.

On Tuesday, Feb. 7, Wau-
paca Police O�cer Nicole 
Hahn responded to a dis-
turbance complaint at an 
apartment building on the 
200 block of North Main 
Street. She reported seeing 
an elderly man in front of 
the building, yelling and 
swinging a yellow, metal 
snow shovel.

After Hahn exited her 
squad car, she reported the 
man, identi�ed as Summers, 
“came towards me with the 
shovel up in the air swing-
ing it like he was going to 
strike me, and yelled for me 
to stay away from him.”

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Summers 
walked down the sidewalk 
and slammed the shovel 
into the hood of a silver 
sports utility vehicle.

When O�cer Paul Jensen 
arrived with the lights on 
his squad car �ashing, Sum-
mers became distracted long 
enough for Hahn to grab 
the shovel.

Summers fell to the 
ground and the o�cers 
handcu�ed him. He re-
portedly refused to stand 
and the o�cers struggled 
to place him in the back of 
Jensen’s squad car.

Summers said “something 
about �nd the puppies, they 
are going to die,” the com-
plaint says.

As Hahn entered the 
building to speak with wit-
nesses, she noticed that the 
window in the front door 
had been smashed.

A witness said she was do-
ing laundry when she saw 
Summers walking up and 
down the hallway, wearing 
only one shoe, talking about 
puppies and appearing agi-
tated.

Later, she saw him up-
stairs, holding the shovel 
and the glass in the front 
door was broken.

When o�cers went to 
Summers’ apartment to re-
trieve his missing shoe and 
a coat before taking him to 
jail, they reported �nding 
suspected methamphet-
amine on a plate on the cof-
fee table.

Judge Raymond Huber 
ordered Summers to un-
dergo a competency exami-
nation.

Summers was released 
after posting a $1,000 cash 
bond.

Going the extra mile
New London bus drivers, van drivers and all transportation staff were 
recognized during Wisconsin School bus Driver Appreciation Week 
Feb. 8-12. Pictured, from left, FRONT: Bob Halaska, Angie Bigalke, Kari 
Schroeder, Cindy Grunwald, Tara Marsh, Katie Christian; BACK: Mike Ritchie, 
Josh Fischer, Lois Cunningham, Shayla Rue (and son), Angela Brown, 
Bobbi Schucknecht, Jacob Scheller, Mike Kammer, Dorla Johnson, Joanne 
Rhoden, Kristi Tessen, Mark Plowman, Jerry Jennerjohn, Rick Flocker, Al 
Tank, Dennis Smith, Jeff Bubolz and Mike Frisch. Not pictured: Ken Carew, 
Stacy Christian, Chris Dey, Dave Faulkes, Laurie Fischer, Patience Juve, 
Terry Krenke, Al Magolan, Mark Miles, Kirk Merrill, Alan Novander, Jennifer 
Piekarczyk, Tony Porath, Ken Price, Ray Reichel, Dave Teschke, Joy Tyson 
and Mike Wohlt. Submitted Photo
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