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King named new chancellor 
of UW-Whitewater

GREEN BAY – Dr. Corey A. 
King, who currently serves as 
the vice chancellor for inclu-
sivity and student a� airs at 
UW-Green Bay, has been se-
lected as the next chancellor 
for UW-Whitewater.

Prior to taking on his role at 
UW-Green Bay, King was vice 
president for enrollment man-
agement and student fi nancial 
services at Bethune-Cookman 
University, vice president of  
student a� airs and enrollment 
management at Florida Atlan-
tic University, led the council of  student a� airs of  the State 
University System of  Florida and held leadership position 
at East Carolina University, Wheeling Jesuit University 
and the University of  Florida.

“Corey’s background in guiding student success, com-
mitment to student learning and the student experience 
and enthusiasm for everything public higher education 
can bring to the community and the state o� er a bright fu-
ture for UW-Whitewater,” said Regent Vice President Amy 
Bogost, chair of  the Search and Screen Committee.

King’s new appointment will o�  cially go into e� ect 
March 1.

“I am excited to join the faculty, sta� , students and 
broader community as we continue to advance UW-White-
water’s mission of  being a ‘preeminent academic insti-
tution driven by the pursuit of  knowledge, powered by a 
spirit of  innovation and focused on transforming lives,’” 
King said. “The university’s demonstrated commitment to 
student success and excellent educational experiences at 
both the Whitewater and Rock County campuses will con-
tinue to be our driving force.”

Registration open for 
Wisconsin Civics Games

BROWN COUNTY – Registration for Wisconsin Civics 
Games is open now until Monday, Feb. 20.

The Wisconsin Civics Games, put on by the Wisconsin 
Newspaper Association, are a series of  competitions for 
teams of  up to four high school students with the goal of  
promoting civics education and fostering an interest in 
public service.

Regional competitions will be held virtually on Thurs-
day, April 13, and Friday, April 14. Qualifying teams will 
move on to the state fi nals, held Friday, May 12, at the Wis-
consin State Capitol.

Each member of  the winning team will be awarded a 
scholarship of  $2,000 — funded in part by the University of  
Wisconsin System — to be used for tuition at a Wisconsin 
college or university of  their choice.

More information can be found at wnanews.com/wis-
consin-civics-games.

Phil Hauck Scholarship 
winners announced

DE PERE – The most recent 
recipients of  the Phil Hauck 
Scholarship for Nonprofi t 
Leaders at St. Norbert College 
have been announced.

The scholarship, established 
in recognition of  Hauck’s ef-
forts to support local nonprof-
its, covers half  the cost of  a 
recipient’s MBA through the 
Schneider School or half  the 
cost of  the core program of  the 
Center for Exceptional Leader-
ship.

This cycle’s recipients are Kaleb Schad of  Suamico, 
Joanne Klysen of  Green Bay, Erin Evosevich of  Crivitz, 
Emily Klemme of  Suamico and Marissa Heim of  Green 
Bay.

Applications for the Phil Hauck Scholarship for Non-
profi t Leaders are accepted biannually, with submission 
deadlines in July and December. Applicants must be em-
ployed in a leadership role by a nonprofi t.

Defi brillators donated to 
Brown County schools

BROWN COUNTY – The Brown County Community 
Women’s Club recently donated another defi brillator to 
a Brown County school — the 17th donated by the group 
over the past 15 years. The club fundraises year round  to 
raise money for the defi brillators through events like Card 
and Game Day. The club also has a defi brillator at each 
of  its functions and trains yearly to improve the safety of  
its more than 250 members.More information about the 
Brown County Community Women’s Club can be found at 
bccwc.org.

Titletown Esports League 
looking for teams

ASHWAUBENON – Titletown’s Esports League, pre-
sented in partnership with Edge VR Arcade and Gamers 
Lounge, is preparing to kick o�  its winter season and is 
looking for teams to participate.

The seven-week program begins Wednesday, Feb. 8, and 
will involve weekly virtual play of  Rocket League, a digital 
gaming platform where participants take part in vehicular 
soccer matches.

The league is free to participate in, but teams are re-
quired to register.

Up to 24 teams of  three members, with the option of  a 
fourth member to substitute, will be split into brackets for 
regular season play.

The top six teams will face o�  in the fi nals, held in-per-
son at Titletown on Saturday, April 1.

More details can be found at titletown.com.

Applications open for Tom 
Young scholarship

BROWN COUNTY – Applications are being accepted 
through March 3 for Capital Credit Union’s Tom Young 
Educational Scholarship.

The scholarship is named after former CEO Tom Young, 
who retired in 2021.

Laurie Butz, current president and CEO of  Capital Cred-
it Union, said the scholarship aims to continue the tradi-
tion of  investing in Capital Credit Union’s young members.

“Youth are the future of  our communities and Capital 
Credit Union is proud to invest in their continued educa-
tion and potential in the name of  our former CEO, Tom 
Young, who retired in 2021 after 32 years with the credit 
union,” Butz said.

After this year’s applications are received and evaluated 
using a system that emphasizes academic success, com-
munity service and volunteering, 10 upcoming high school 
graduates will be awarded $2,500.

Applicants should be members of  Capital Credit Union, 
have plans to pursue higher education in the fall of  2023 
and have a minimum GPA of  2.5.

Visit capitalcu.com/scholarships for more details and to 
apply.

Registration open for 
BayCare Clinic Century

GREEN BAY – Registration opened Feb. 1 for the 2023 
BayCare Clinic Century Bayshore to Lakeshore cycling 
tour.

The ride, which is suitable for cyclists of  all ages and 
ability levels, will take place on Saturday, June 3.

Participants can choose between 100-, 60-, 30- or 15-mile 
courses.

The courses start and end at BayCare Clinic headquar-
ters in Green Bay and take riders through Brown, Door 
and Kewaunee counties — the 100-mile course will take 
riders from Green Bay to Lake Michigan and back.

Rest stops will be available along the courses for partici-
pants to stop for food and drinks and a picnic-style celebra-
tion will be held for participants following the ride.

Entry fees begin at $55 for the 100- and 60-mile courses, 
while registration for the 15- and 30-mile courses begins at 
$35. Prices will increase closer to the event.

Safety Town spots open and 
volunteers needed

GREEN BAY – Registration for The Center for Childhood 
Safety’s Safety Town 2023 is now open.

Safety Town is an annual summer safety camp which 
teaches safety skills to more than 200 local children each 
year, covering topics such as pedestrian safety, bicycle 
safety, poison, safety around pets, playground safety, fi re 
safety, and car seat safety.

Each week-long session features classroom segments, 
guest presenters and hands-on experience designed for 
children ages 4 to 9.

To register a child for one of  this summer’s Safety Town 
sessions, or to sign up to volunteer for a Safety Town ses-
sion, visit centerforchildhoodsafety.org.

Blanketing Brown County 
drive a success

BROWN COUNTY – The Blanketing Brown County 
drive, co-hosted by Brown County United Way and the 
Greater Green Bay Labor Council, collected more than 
2,100  blankets from nearly 20 collection sites across Brown 
County during the 12th annual event.

“It was amazing seeing so many community partners, 
both new and old relationships, who were willing to sup-
port the drive by either contributing, serving as a blanket 
drop-o�  location or in their being willing to help promote 
the event,” Brown County United Way’s Chief  Operating 
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O�cer Rashad Cobb said.
After being collected and sorted by sta� from both orga-

nizations, the blankets collected during the drive are do-
nated to 20 agencies serving a variety of  groups including 
children, adults and animals across northeast Wisconsin.

“We know this is a need, as Wisconsin winters can be 
very harsh, and community members need our support, as 
this can a�ect not only physical health but mental health 
as well,” Brown County United Way’s Chief  Philanthropy 
O�cer Corrissa Frank said. “It has been inspiring to see 
the various groups come together to support the health of  
our community.”

Art exhibition opening at 
Neville Museum

GREEN BAY – The 108th Green Bay Art Colony exhibi-
tion will open Saturday, Feb. 11, at the Neville Public Mu-
seum.

The exhibition was established by nine women of  the 
Green Bay Art Club at the Kellogg Public Library in 1915 
and moved to the Green Bay Public Museum, now renamed 
the Neville Public Museum — in 1917 — and has been an 
annual installment since.

Art work in the annual exhibition is created by current 
members of  the club, now called the Green Bay Art Colony.

This year’s exhibition features 22 pieces of  art from 16 
artists, juried by Jim Neilson, a retiring professor of  art at 
St. Norbert College.

An artist reception will be held Saturday, Feb. 11, from 
2-5 p.m. with remarks and awards announced at 3 p.m.

The exhibition will be on display through March 26.

Packers Hall of Fame to 
host History Night

GREEN BAY – The next History Night event at the Green 
Bay Packers Hall of  Fame will take place Thursday, Feb. 16, 
in honor of  Black History Month.

The event will feature a live question and answer session 
with Packers alumni Dave Robinson and Marv Fleming, 
followed by an autograph and photo opportunity with the 
alumni.

The question and answer session will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
and attendees are encouraged to explore the rest of  the 
Hall of  Fame before or after the session.

Due to limited space, those interested in attending are 
encouraged to purchase tickets online at packershofand-
tours.com/engage/history.

Hall of  Fame members can get discounted tickets and 
should call (920) 569-7129 to register.

Packers Student Art 
Contest submissions open
BROWN COUNTY – The Green Bay Packers invite stu-

dent artists to submit their artwork for the seventh annual 
Packers Student Art Contest.

Students’ artwork should be a representation of  what a 
Packers gameday looks like and what it means to them, fit-
ting this year’s contest theme of  “Your Packers Gameday.”

Artists in grades 6-8, 9-12 or enrolled at a university or 

technical college at the time of  submission are eligible to 
enter, with one winner being selected from each category.

Winning artists will have their art featured at Lam-
beau Field and receive a trip to a Packers home game, 
complete with pregame sideline passes, a travel voucher, 
a gift card for 1919 Kitchen and Tap and vouchers for a 
Packers Hall of  Fame visit and Lambeau Field Stadium 
tour.

Each winning artist will also receive a $5,000 donation 
to their school’s art program.

Submissions will be accepted until 10 a.m., April 14, 
and can be any medium as long as the final artwork is 
either 8.5 by 11 inches or 16 by 20 inches on canvas, paper 
or other mixed media, weigh less than 30 pounds and fit 
in a standard frame.

Full contest rules and guidelines can be found at 
pckrs.com/artcontest.

Ceremony to honor  
De Pere’s first responders
DE PERE – Residents of  De Pere are invited to attend a 

dinner and ceremony honoring De Pere’s police and fire 
rescue staff  for their work throughout the pandemic.

The ceremony is a joint effort between the Rotary Club 
of  De Pere, the Kiwanis Club of  De Pere, the De Pere 
Optimist Club, the Woman’s Club of  De Pere, the Men’s 
Club of  De Pere, De Pere Knights of  Columbus, Pink Fla-
mingos, De Pere VFW Post 2113 and its Auxiliary and the 
De Pere Lions Club.

A presentation of  the flag and colors will be performed 
by the Honor Guard in addition to a performance by the 
West De Pere Middle School Choir.

Officers Benjamin Giese, Tyler Dawson, Walter Pap-
pas Jr., Jacob Eberhardt, Brian Rates, Aaron Alberts, 
K-9 Kurt, battalion chief  Ron Cody and firefighter Bran-
don Hageman will be presented with awards and a mone-
tary award to be donated to the charity of  their choosing.

The event will be held Tuesday, Feb. 28, at the Swan 
Club and costs $15 to attend.

Contact Lee Meyers at (920) 676-9919 for more informa-
tion and to make a reservation.

Certified nurse-midwife 
O’Connor joins Prevea

GREEN BAY – Prevea 
Health recently welcomed 
Kelly O’Connor, CNM, to its 
certified nurse-midwives 
team at the Prevea Allouez 
Health Center and Prevea St. 
Mary’s Health Center.

O’Connor completed her 
Master of  Science in Nurs-
ing, Nurse-Midwifery at Mar-
quette University and is certi-
fied by the American Midwife-
ry Certification Board.

As a certified nurse-midwife, O’Connor is able to pro-
vide routine care to women of  all ages as well as mid-
wifery care, pregnancy care, labor and delivery support 
care, postpartum care and more.

“A woman and her family deserve care that acknowl-
edges their life experiences and is individualized,” 
O’Connor said. “I strive for therapeutic use of  human 
presence and skillful communication to give genuine, 
compassionate, evidence-based care for women and their 
families.”

Benjamin Andrew joins 
Prevea Health

GREEN BAY – Benjamin 
Andrew, M.D. has joined 
Prevea Health as a general 
surgeon and is now seeing 
patients in Green Bay and 
Oconto Falls.

Andrew earned his medical 
degree from Chicago Medical 
School at Rosalind Franklin 
University of  Medicine and 
Science. He has also com-
pleted a residency in general 
surgery at UW-Madison and is 
certified by the American Board of  Surgery.

As a board-certified surgeon, Andrew specializes in 
general surgery, robotic and laparoscopic minimally in-
vasive surgery, gastrointestinal surgery for benign and 
malignant disease, skin cancer surgery, basic and com-
plex hernia repairs and endoscopy.

NEWS BRIEFS from page 10 

A January  
unlike most

The same spot 24 hours apart — the morning of Jan. 18 of 
the left and the morning of Jan. 19 on the right — on Green 
Bay’s east side.  Brad Spakowitz photo

It’s not often we get a 
January as mild as the 
one we just had.

In fact there’s only 
been five others that were 
milder — impressive, since 
January is historically 
and climatologically the 
coldest month of  the year. 
(National Weather Service 
records go back to 1887.)

The winter warmth 
could not have been bet-
ter timed, given the recent 
increase in most utility 
bills; we all got a gift from 
nature this time around.

How it played out
The very first day of  

the month set the tone 
for January with an after-
noon high of  40 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the first of  
an incredible five times 
we would have tempera-
tures in the 40s during the 
month.

But the mild Pacific air 
that moved across much 
of  the nation for the bet-
ter part of  the month also 
kept plenty of  moisture 
trapped in the lower lev-
els of  the atmosphere, re-
sulting in a rather cloudy 
January.

And that was certainly 
the case for the entire first 
week of  the month: it was 
simply gloomy and damp 
with occasional drizzle, 
rain showers and even a 
touch of  light wet snow 
(1.5 inches) that made 
for a beautiful coating 
on nearly everything the 
morning of  Jan. 5.

All told, each of  the 
first six days of  the month 
brought a trace or more of  
precipitation; through the 
first seven days, monthly 
temps had averaged 11.1 
degrees above the 30-year 
norm.

The second week of  the 
month brought more mild 
weather with only a trace 
of  snow, but frequent 
bouts of  night fog, icy 
drizzle and slippery roads.

There was a bright spot, 
though.

Despite a hazy start, 
Jan. 9 brought a sunny 
day — the first of  only a 
few all month long.

By the end of  the sec-
ond week (Jan. 14), our 
monthly average tempera-
ture was still 10.6 degrees 
above normal.

Kicking o� week three, 
Jan. 15 was an excep-
tional day: after a five day 
absence, sun returned 
along with warmth, top-

ping out at 41 degrees and 
the warmest day of  the 
month.

The next two days (Jan. 
16-17) also brought us to 40 
degrees for daytime highs, 
but it was cloudy with 
showers and some drizzle.

A winter storm watch 
was issued the night of  
Jan. 18, and then up-
graded to a warning as 
the month’s most signifi-
cant snow arrived around 
10pm.

By the next morning 
(Jan. 19) 3.8 inches had 
fallen in Green Bay and 
a bit more in other areas 
(4.0 inches in Seymour, 4.2 
inches in Suamico and 4.5 
inches in Pulaski), making 
for a slow and challenging 
morning commute. 

There were school delays 
and even a few closings. 

The next few days were 
mostly quiet, closing out 
the first three weeks of  the 
month with monthly tem-
peratures averaging 11.6 
degrees above normal.

The following six days 
(Jan. 22-27) were still mild 
with around an inch of  
snow on both the 25th and 
26th, making for some 
slippery roads. 

The 27th marked the be-
ginning of  the end of  our 
mild January, as a strong 
wind kicked in, blowing the 
recently-fallen snow and 
ushering in the coldest air 
of  the month — this time 
much colder than average.

The frigid air lingered 
for the remaining four 
days of  January, but there 
was a trade-o�, as we fi-
nally had three sunny 
days in a row (Jan. 29-31). 

The cloud-free skies re-
vealed how much longer 
the days had become, with 
sunset at exactly 5 P.M. on 
the final day of  January.

Final statistics
The bitter cold ending 

to the month skewed the 
monthly average temper-
ature down significantly 
from the majority of  the 
month, but it still ties 2002 
as the sixth warmest Jan-
uary; the final mean tem-
perature was 25.9 degrees, 
7.6 degrees above the 30-
year norm.

Total snowfall mea-
sured 8.9 inches, 5.4 inch-
es less than average; to-
tal precipitation (melted 
snow and rain) measured 
1.34 inches, just .05 inches 
less than average.

Weather Watch
BY BRAD SPAKOWITZ
WBAY METEOROLIGIST
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BY WILLIAM SOQUET
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

SUAMICO – The Suami-
co Village Board discussed 
its 2022 budget and expendi-
tures at its Feb. 6 meeting. 

Board President Skye 
Van Rossum noted that 
parks and recreational 
fees are up 82% over 2021, 
resulting in an additional 
$20,000 in revenue for the 
Village.

The Suamico Fire De-
partment was $40,000 over 
budget for the year, but had 
$38,500 o�set by a grant.

Fire Chief  Joe Bertler 
said that while regular fuel 
costs were up in 2022, diesel 
fuel for the fire trucks was 
not up by that much.

Instead, wages and ben-
efits made up a good por-
tion of  the over-budget ex-
penses.

He said that the depart-

ment will look at more e�-
cient scheduling in 2023.

Other action
The board accepted one 

large bid for 2023 and is 
looking to find a solution to 
another project.

Northeast Asphalt won 
the contract for the vil-
lage’s roadway projects at a 
bid of  $924,697.35.

The board also tabled a 
contract for CTW Corpora-

tion, who was the sole bid-
der to construct a new mu-
nicipal well.

The bid came in at 
$197,400, which was above 
what board members 
thought it would be.

The board instructed vil-
lage sta� to work with CTW 
to explain the components 
and costs of  its bid before 
the Feb. 20 meeting, where 
the board will make a final 
decision on the bid.

Pulaski Community School District bond rating upgraded

East River multijurisdictional water trail one step closer

Suamico Village Board looks at 2022 finances

BY BOB VAN ENKENVOORT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PULASKI – The Pu-
laski Community School 
District’s bond rating 
was recently upgraded by 
Moody’s Investors Service 
to AA from AA-.

The improved rating, ac-
cording to Moody’s, was a 
reflection of  the district’s 
growing local economy, 
positive enrollment trends 
and strengthening finan-
cial reserve position that is 
expected to be maintained 
following voter authoriza-
tion of  an operational ref-
erendum.

A bond’s rating reflects 
the likelihood that an issu-
ing company will be able to 
pay o� its debt.

Bond ratings earlier in 
the alphabet are considered 
better than those later in 
the alphabet, according to 
The Motley Fool, a private 
financial and investing ad-
vice company. 

From there, numbers 
or symbols further break 
down the letter-based rat-

ing.
Moody’s uses numbers 

to indicate relative quality, 
with AA+ being the best AA 
rating, followed by AA and 
AA-.

The district was able to 
secure a lower interest rate 
when it sold general obliga-
tion bonds on Jan. 24 for the 
$69.8 million building proj-
ects that were approved by 
voters in a November 2022 
referendum.

Prior to the referendum, 
the district projected an in-
terest rate of  4.75% to 5%.

Instead, when the district 
locked in financing on Jan. 
24, it was able to secure an 
interest rate of  3.7%. 

The board of  education 
previously gave adminis-
trators the permission to 
lock in financing when the 
fluctuating bond market 
was at an advantageous 
point in regard to interest 
rates.

The move will save the 
district more than $10.3 mil-
lion in interest payments 
over the life of  the financ-
ing. 

The average mill rate 
that taxpayers will pay for 
the building project over 
the payback period will de-
crease from $1.28 per $1,000 
assessed value projected 
prior to the referendum to 
$1.04 per $1,000. 

That means a property 
owner with a home valued 
at $100,000 would pay $104 
instead of  $128. 

The owner of  a home val-
ued at $200,000 would pay 
$208 instead of  $256.

“It is a big deal,” said 
board member Michael 
Voelker. “It really points 
to our fiscal responsibility 
and the timing of  this, too. 
It’s great, as good as you 
could possibly hope for.”

Mark Logan said such 
rating improvements are 
rare and are the result of  
an in-depth and intense 
look at district financials by 
Moody’s.

In fact, at the Jan. 25 
Board of  Education meet-
ing, Logan said he had nev-
er previously seen a bond 
rating improvement at a 
district where he worked.

Project update 
Superintendent Allison 

Space noted at the Jan. 
25 board meeting that a 
flurry of  activity is hap-
pening in what is called 
a pre-construction plan-
ning phase. 

School administrators 
have visited other schools 
that have been recently 
built or remodeled to 
gather information to best 
fine-tune building plans. 

Regular communica-
tion between district ad-
ministrators Bray Archi-
tects and Contractor C.D. 
Smith is occurring during 
this planning phase.

Most of  the work will 
take place at Sunnyside 
Elementary, Hillcrest 
Elementary and Pulaski 
High School; however, all 
buildings will receive up-
dates and improvements 
to major building systems 
and improved site safety. 

The preliminary sched-
ule calls for the improve-
ments to start in the 
spring of  2024.

Pulaski High School woodworking student Michael Wyent sets 
up a cornhole board to have a design engraved on it using 
the Computer Numerical Control (CNC) Router. The PHS Tech 
Department will be expanded as part of building projects 
approved in the November referendum.  Submitted photo

BY LEE REINSCH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

DE PERE – A multijuris-
dictional water trail on the 
East River is another rod 
farther along on its way to 
becoming a reality.

The De Pere Common 
Council unanimously ap-
proved a memorandum of  
understanding between 
the City of  De Pere and the 
Brown County Land & Wa-
ter Conservation Depart-
ment regarding the city’s 
part in the East River Water 
Trail and Habitat Corridor 
project.

The Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding (MOU) reads 
that De Pere will commit 
“no more than fifty (50) 
hours per year for the years 
2023, 2024 and 2025 … all de-
pendent upon and subject 
to the City’s Parks, Recre-
ation and Forestry sta�ng 
levels, the demand for [its] 
core services to the City, 
and any other needs of  [the 
parks department] as deter-
mined by the City.”

The East River Water 
Trail project is a collab-
orative e�ort between local 

municipalities and non-
profit groups to develop a 
water trail/corridor along 
the East River from Ho�-
man Road to Ledgeview.

It includes two addition-
al canoe/kayak launches 
along the East River.

De Pere Alder Jonathon 
Hansen asked Director 
of  Parks, Recreation and 
Forestry Marty Kosobucki 

about the definition of  wa-
ter trail.

“The water trail is a des-
ignation for people to ca-
noe and kayak,” Kosobucki 
said. “Right now, there’s no 
designation, so they’re try-
ing to get it cleaned up to 
the point [at which] it will 
be suitable for that designa-
tion, so they can promote it 
for tourism, etc.”

The water trail is planned 
for the East River from the 
Ho�man Road juncture 
south to Ledgeview Park. 

Hansen asked if  plans 
included extending the trail 
north of  Ho�man Road, 
and also if  it encompassed 
improving the water qual-
ity of  the East River.

Kosobucki responded 
“no” to both.

“Our discussion and 
talks with the group fully 
revolved around the clean-
up of  the East River — tak-
ing out trees, taking out 
dead falls, those types of  
things  so that it can become 
truly a navigable waterway 
for canoes and kayaks,” Ko-
sobucki said. “Inherently, I 
think that by doing some of  
that, there will be some wa-
ter quality [improvement] 
that occurs, but I don’t 
think that that is part of  the 
overall mission.”

Alder Dean Raasch 
serves on the board of  park 
commissioners. 

“I think the biggest piece 
that they’re looking at here 
is that they’ve undertak-
en some grant money, so 

they’re looking for some 
extra volunteers to really 
help with some of  the phys-
ical cleanup of  it to make it 
more accessible for the ca-
noeing and the kayakers,” 
Raasch said. 

He said locations of  
launches haven’t been de-
cided.

As for water cleanup, it’s 
not the composition of  the 
water but the condition of  
the waterway that is the 
emphasis.

“What they’re looking at 
is making sure that it looks 
nice and is easier to canoe 
and kayak on, versus run-
ning over stumps that are 
in the way and just making 
it a more navigable water,” 
Raasch said.

He said the East River has 
a clay bottom, so it’s always 
going to look dirty. “but I 
believe that the water qual-
ity has actually improved 
because of  what happened 
on the Fox River with all of  
the PCB cleanups.”

The Brown County Land 
& Water Conservation De-
partment secured $500,000 
in American Rescue Plan 

Act funds for the trail proj-
ect and applied for another 
$550,000 from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) re-
questing Natural Resourc-
es Damage Assessment 
(NRDA) funds. 

The Land & Water Con-
servation Department 
asked the involved munici-
palities to commit in-kind 
matches to the project, any-
thing from the use of  equip-
ment to 40-100 hours a year 
of  labor.

When first told about the 
project last fall, Kosobucki 
expressed both enthusiasm 
for the water trail concept 
as well as concern that un-
foreseen circumstances, 
such as weather emergen-
cies, budget cuts or natural 
disasters would prevent the 
department from keeping 
its commitment of  40-100 
hours per year of  sta� time. 

One ongoing example is 
the emerald ash borer prob-
lem. 

Its call for ash trees to be 
cut down has contributed to 
a two-year backlog of  tree 
cutting for the city’s forest-
ry department. 

The De Pere Common Council unanimously approved a 
memorandum of understanding between the City of De Pere 
and the Brown County Land & Water Conservation Department 
regarding the city’s part in the East River Water Trail and 
Habitat Corridor project.  File photo

The Suamico Fire Department was $40,000 over budget for 
the year, but had $38,500 offset by a grant.  File photo
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EDITORIAL & OPINION The opinions expressed on this page are those 
of the authors. They do not purport to reflect 
the opinions or views of The Press Times or 
its parent company Multi Media Channels.

Dear Reader,
At times, we may think about what gives meaning to our 

lives. Part of  what we come up 
with are true friendships and 
religious beliefs. Both of  these re-
quire personal sacrifices in order 
to nurture the friendships that 
come our way and explore the 
spirituality that surrounds us.

According to Saint Augustine, 
our love of  others is the reflec-
tion of  our love of  God in whose 
image we are created. Thus they 
are inextricably intertwined.

A life without friends will feel insignificant and bereft 
of  a higher ethereal calling. Is it worth all the investment 
when seeking a higher purpose beyond the pedestrian level 
of  life? You decide.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Dear Reader” and “Tapestry of Love and Loss”

Meaning to
our lives

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Silent flight
Another advantage owls 

have for night hunting is 
nearly silent flight.  

Three factors contribute 
to this silent flight: Large 
wings relative to their body 
mass, comb-like serrations 
on the leading edge of  wing 
feathers and a soft fringe on 
the wing’s trailing edge.  

The silent flight is impor-
tant for two reasons.  

One is so their prey can’t 

hear the owl and take eva-
sive action.  

The other is that the owl 
can more e�ectively hear 
their prey if  their wings 
aren’t making any noise.

Early nesters
Great horned owls are 

one of  the earliest nesters 
and will soon be nesting in 
the Green Bay area.  

They occasionally begin 
nesting as early as late Jan-
uary, but most begin nest-
ing from mid-February to 

late March.
It is thought they begin 

nesting so early in order to 
have lots of  young, naïve 
baby animals as prey when 
their young are growing 
most rapidly and to allow 
the young owls to develop 
fully before the next winter. 

Owlets are on the nest for 
at least six weeks and are 
still receiving supplemen-
tal feeding from their par-
ents as late as November.  

Owlets leave the nest well 
before they are able to fly.  

Supposedly, fleas and 
other biting insects make 
the nest quite miserable to 
stay in.  

They will perch on near-
by branches and falling 
logs, and their parents will 
bring them food.  

The owlets make a 
screeching, begging call 
that can be heard at night 
from spring through early 
fall.

Great horned owls, and 
most owl species for that 
matter, do not make their 

own nests.  
They will use nests made 

by squirrels, crows, hawks 
and eagles as well as hol-
lows in trees made by wood-
peckers.    

Unfortunately, the white 
pine blew down in a wind-
storm, and the hawk nest 
eventually fell apart.  

To learn to identify owls 
by sound, listen to record-
ings of  their calls on tapes 
or on the internet.  

They should be calling 
frequently in the period 

leading up to the nesting 
season.  

Most of  their calling oc-
curs at night, but they oc-
casionally call during the 
early morning or late after-
noon.  

Although the “winger 
tiger” can be found any-
where in the Green Bay 
metropolitan area, your 
chances might be better in 
some of  the parks such as 
the Baird Creek Greenway 
or Bay Beach Wildlife Sanc-
tuary.  

OWL
from page 18

The Press Times welcomes readers to share their thoughts and opinions as a letter to the editor. 
Letters must be no more than 400 words and be emailed to kleonhardt@mmclocal.com with the subject line “letters to the editor.” Letters can also be mailed or dropped off 

to our office located at 310 West Walnut, 4th floor, Green Bay, WI 54303. Letters must be received by Monday in order to be included in the Friday edition.

SAVVY SENIOR

What happens if you work while receiving Social Security?
DEAR SAVVY SENIOR,

I started drawing my 
Social Security retire-
ment benefits back in 
2021 when I was forced to 
retire early, but I’m now 
interested going back to 
work part-time. 

Will this affect my ben-
efits, and if  so, how much? 

Back to Work

DEAR BACK,
You can collect Social 

Security retirement ben-
efits and work at the same 
time but depending on 
how old you are and how 
much you earn, some or 
all of  your benefits could 
be temporarily withheld. 

Here’s how it works.

SSA earning rules
Social Security says 

that if  you’re under your 
full retirement age and 
are collecting benefits, 
then you can earn up to 
$21,240 in 2023 without 
jeopardizing any of  your 
Social Security if  you 
don’t reach your full re-
tirement age this year. 

But if  you earn more 
than the $21,240 limit, 
you’ll lose $1 in benefits 
for every $2 over that 

amount.
Full retirement age is 66 

for those born 1943-54, but 
it rises in two-month in-
crements every birth year 
to age 67 for those born in 
1960 and later. 

You can find your full re-
tirement age at SSA.gov/
benefits/retirement/plan-
ner/ageincrease.html.

In the year you reach 
your full retirement age, 
a less stringent rule ap-
plies. 

If  that happens in 
2023, you can earn up to 
$56,520 from January to 
the month of  your birth-
day with no penalty.

But if  you earn more 
than $56,520 during that 
time, you’ll lose $1 in 
benefits for every $3 over 
that limit. 

And once your birth-
day passes, you can earn 
any amount by working 
without your benefits be-
ing reduced at all. 

Wages, bonuses, com-
missions and vacation 
pay all count toward the 
income limits, but pen-
sions, annuities, invest-
ment earnings, interest, 
capital gains and govern-

ment or military retire-
ment benefits do not. 

To figure out how 
much your specific earn-
ings will affect your ben-
efits, see the Social Se-
curity Retirement Earn-
ings Test Calculator at 
SSA.gov/OACT/COLA/
RTeffect.html. 

It’s also important 
to know that if  you do 
lose some or all of  your 
Social Security benefits 
because of  the earning 

limits, they aren’t lost 
forever. 

When you reach full 
retirement age, your 
benefits will be recalcu-
lated to a higher amount 
to make up for what was 
withheld. 

For more information 
on how working can af-
fect your Social Security 
benefits see SSA.gov/
b e n e f i t s / r e t i r e m e n t /
planner/whileworking.
html.

Be mindful  
of taxes too

In addition to the Social 
Security rules, you need 
to factor in Uncle Sam too. 

Because working in-
creases your income, it 
might make your Social 
Security benefits taxable. 

If  the sum of  your ad-
justed gross income, non-
taxable interest, and half  
of  your Social Security 
benefits is between $25,000 

and $34,000 for individu-
als ($32,000 and $44,000 for 
couples), you have to pay 
tax on up to 50 percent of  
your benefits. 

Above $34,000 ($44,000 
for couples), you could 
pay on up to 85%, which 
is the highest portion of  
Social Security that is tax-
able. 

About a third of  all 
people who get Social Se-
curity have to pay income 
taxes on their benefits.

YOU ASK THE SENIOR QUESTION –
WE FIND THE SAVVY ANSWER.
SYNDICATED COLUMN

Savvy Senior
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De Pere’s Rowland signs with Northern State football
Three-year starting center 

coveted by Division II school
BY GREG BATES
SPORTS EDITOR

DE PERE – When the 
Northern State University 
football coaches started 
recruiting De Pere’s Ross 
Rowland, he quickly be-
came the program’s top 
target on the o�ensive line.

After talks with coaches 
and an on-campus visit to 
the Division II school in 
Aberdeen, S.D., Rowland’s 
interest in the school mag-
nified.

On Feb. 1, he signed a 
national letter of  intent to 
play at Northern State.

“The recruiter and I real-
ly connected and then their 
program was really nice to 
me and everything kind of  
fit well,” Rowland said. “It 
was a good experience and 
I think I fit.”

Rowland started at cen-
ter as a sophomore, and he 
showed colleges his worth 
as a powerful big man.

He was named first-team 
Fox River Classic Confer-
ence all three years he 
started. As a senior, Row-
land was a nominee for the 
Joe Thomas Award as the 
best o�ensive lineman in 
the state.

Northern State is mostly 
a run-oriented program, 
which is right up Row-
land’s alley.

“Their saying is, ‘Win the 
A gap,’ so obviously that’s 
what they want me to come 
in and do,” Rowland said.

De Pere o�ensive line 

coach Matt Kincade is ex-
cited Rowland gets a shot at 
playing college football.

“I think the program fits 
exactly the kind of  player 
he is,” Kincade said. “He’s 
one of  the best that I’ve ever 
had the privilege of  coach-
ing. He’s going to flourish 
in that environment. They 
have a solid program, doing 
some really great things up 
there and Ross is going to 
be a big part of  that. I’m 
looking forward to being 
able to watch him.”

Throughout the recruit-
ing process, De Pere coach 
Ben Strickland was in 
touch with Northern State 
coach Mike Schmidt, who 
was thrilled to sign Row-
land.

“In talking with coach 
Schmidt, he’s their top guy 
on the o�ensive line all the 
way through and through,”

Strickland said. “He did 
a great job of  maintaining 
contact with him and de-
veloping a relationship, so 
just happy that he found a 
place that’s the right fit for 
him.

“As far as o� the field, 
he’s going to be a young 
man that takes care of  his 
business in the classroom 
and community. He’s the 
type of  young man you 
want representing your 
program o� the field. On 
the field, he’s an O-lineman 
through and through, so 
he breeds a level of  tough-
ness and aggressiveness 
and attitude that when he 

puts the helmet on, he flips 
a switch. He’ll bring that to 
the table.”

Northern State, which 
went 6-5 overall a season 
ago, inked seven o�ensive 
linemen during the latest 
signing period.

Rowland is being 
brought in to play center, 
but he is skilled enough 
to play either guard spots. 
Rowland’s been trying at 
guard, but he’s been a cen-
ter for seven years, and it’s 
the position where he’s 

most comfortable.
But having that versatil-

ity on the line will allow 
Rowland to see the field 
sooner.

“From a football-smart 
standpoint, he’s one of  the 
most intelligent guys I’ve 
ever coached,” Kincade 
said. “He really under-
stands the game, under-
stands what the defenses 
are trying to do. He plays 
fast, so the game slows 
down for him because he is 
so smart.”

Rowland had an of-
fer from Minnesota State 
Mankato and was talking 
with Bemidji State as well 
as a few Division III col-
leges. He had also been 
in touch with Division I 
Northern Illinois and Divi-
sion I FCS Presbyterian.

One reason Rowland 
picked Northern State was 
the chance to earn some 
playing time sooner than 
later.

“I think they want me to 
step in and play right away, 

but I’m going to obviously 
have to prove that I can 
do that,” Rowland said. “I 
don’t think they want to 
redshirt me.”

Rowland believes he of-
fers Northern State a lot on 
the football field.

“I don’t usually like to 
talk up my game or any-
thing, but I think I’m a good 
player and I fit well in their 
o�ensive scheme,” Row-
land said. “I’m ready. I’m 
ready to go.”

De Pere center Ross Rowland — �anked by his parents, Jill and Mark, and his brother, Austin — signed a national letter of intent 
on Feb. 1 to play football at Northern State.  Greg Bates photo

SNC’s Mark, McChesney earn gold medals with Team USA
BY RICH PALZEWIC
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

DE PERE – “It was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
represent your country, so it 
was a no-brainer.”

Those were the words of  
St. Norbert College men’s 
hockey coach Tim Coghlin re-
garding allowing 
three of his play-
ers — Brendan 
Mark, Michael 
McChesney and 
Adam Stacho — 
to participate in 
the 2023 Winter 
World University 
Games in Janu-
ary.

The seniors 
Mark and 
McChesney played for Team 
USA, while the junior Stacho 
skated for Team Slovakia 
in the 12-team tournament, 
which was held Jan. 11-22 in 
upstate New York.

Team USA’s 23-player ros-
ter was comprised entirely of  
NCAA Division III players — 
the first time they have rep-
resented the United States at 
the World University Games.

“I was part of the setup 
committee when we decided 
to send Division III players,” 
Coghlin said. “I supported 
the decision and was in 
charge of polling the western 
coaches. Some schools across 
the country did not allow 
their players to go. Slovakia 
reached out to us first to ask 
about (Stacho). Our guys 
showed well. The feedback 
I got back from the coaches 

was they appreciated the 
leadership the St. Norbert 
guys showed. Nobody can 
convince it wasn’t an abso-
lute slam dunk to send our 
guys.”

It was the first time the 
games were played in the 
United States since being 
held in Lake Placid in 1972.

“The Univer-
sity Games are 
not just about 
hockey,” Coghlin 
said. “It’s the sec-
ond largest event 
held in the world 
— next to the 
Olympics. Twen-
ty-two sports 
were going on — 
Lake Placid was 
crawling.”

Team USA, which finished 
5-2 overall in the tournament, 
advanced to the champion-
ship game on Jan. 22, falling 
7-2 in the gold medal game to 
Canada at the Herb Brooks 
Arena in Lake Placid — the 
same venue where the Green 
Knights have won three of  
their national champion-
ships.

“I can’t put into words 
how awesome it was to be 
there — especially with a 
couple of teammates,” said 
McChesney, a forward from 
Dickinson, N.D.

The silver medal for Team 
USA was the highest ever fin-
ish in ice hockey at the World 
University Games.

“We couldn’t pass up this 
opportunity,” said Mark, 
a defenseman from Grand 
Rapids, Minn, and also a cap-

tain for Team USA. “It was 
my greatest hockey memory 
getting to put on the Red, 
White and Blue.”

Team Slovakia started fast 
in the tournament, winning 
its first three games before 
dropping its last two to fin-
ish 3-2 overall — missing the 
medal round because of goal 
di�erential.

“It was an honor repre-
senting my country and St. 
Norbert,” he said. “O� the 
ice, it was fun to hang out 
with (Michael and Brendan) 
a bit, too. There was a village 
area we could socialize.”

Mark and McChesney 
played in all seven games 
for Team USA. Mark scored 
three goals and added 
an assist for four points, 
while McChesney recorded 
a goal.

Playing on Team Slova-
kia’s first line, Stacho record-
ed two goals and four assists 
in his five games played dur-
ing the tournament.

Going for gold
In the gold medal game, 

Canada jumped out to a 4-0 
lead and led 5-1 after two pe-
riods.

Mark scored a 5-on-3 pow-
er-play goal in the third peri-
od to cut the deficit to 5-2, but 
the Canadians added a pair 
of goals to secure the victory. 
Canada had a 47-19 shots-on-
goal advantage.

“Canada was a great 
team,” McChesney said. 
“They were big, fast and 
moved the puck well. Most 
people probably think we 

were overmatched, but I 
think we just started slow. 
In the second period, it was 
more evenly matched before 
we took too many penalties.”

Coghlin said Team Canada 
looked like a Division I all-
star team.

“Canada had seven NHL 
picks on their roster and 
probably 12 guys with pro-
fessional experience,” he 
said. “Through one thing or 
another, those players found 
themselves out of the

pro path and were using 
their school opportunity to 

go back to school.”

Teammates face off
Earlier in the tournament, 

Team USA hammered Great 
Britain 18-0 before bettering 
the Republic of Korea, 8-0.

Team USA then fell to Sta-
cho and his Slovakian team-
mates, 5-2.

“That was special,” said 
Stacho, a Trnava, Slovakia, 
native. “All three of us chat-
ted after the game.”

Stacho has seven goals and 
seven assists in 18 games for 
St. Norbert this season.

“It was a Sunday afternoon 
game, so all the guys game to 
the locker room to watch,” 
Coghlin said. “We catered 
some food in — we watched 
the game live. It was an eye-
opener. It was the first time 
the U.S. got pushed in the 
tournament.”

Team USA also recorded 
4-1 and 9-1 victories over Ka-
zakhstan and Hungary, re-
spectively, in pool play before 
bettering Japan in the semifi-
nals, 4-3.

Michael McChesney (left) and Brendan Mark earned silver medals with Team USA at the World 
University Games in Lake Placid, N.Y.  Gabe Dickens photo for St. Norbert Athletics

Stacho

See TEAM USA page 25
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Fast start propels De Pere over NDA
Redbirds remain 

undefeated
BY GREG BATES
SPORTS EDITOR

DE PERE – It didn’t take 
long for the De Pere boys’ 
basketball team to jump 
on rival Notre Dame Acad-
emy.

Scoring the first 14 
points of  the game, the 
Redbirds utilized their 
e�cient o�ense and 
lockdown defense to per-
fection. The result was 
another win — this time 
80-37 — to stay undefeated 
and earn a season sweep 
against the Tritons in Fox 
River Classic Conference 
(FRCC) play on Thursday 
night.

“Our ball pressure I 
thought was really good 
from the start,” De Pere 
sophomore guard Zach 
Kinziger said. “We were 
picking up full court, and 
they have (Emmett) Law-
ton, so we helped up to 
him pretty hard. … Our 
post defense was especial-
ly good tonight as well.”

De Pere held Lawton — 
the conference’s leading 
scorer at 22.1 points per 
game — to just 12 points.

“Our energy level was 
really good on the defen-
sive end and I thought 
our execution was really 
good,” De Pere coach Bri-
an Winchester said. “We 
had a couple di�erent ball 
screen coverages on and I 
thought we executed those 
really well. Obviously, it 
starts with Emmett for 
them, and Zach did a good 
job on him early on and 
making it di�cult for him 
to find easy looks. Our de-
fense just sparks us every 
single night, and that was 
the case again tonight.”

Lawton, who hit a 
game-winning 3-pointer 
two nights earlier to beat 
Bay Port, sprained his 
left ankle in practice the 
next day. Lawton said af-
ter the game his ankle felt 
OK during the game, but 
once he stopped moving 
it swelled up. The Tritons 
have a day o� before trav-

eling to Catholic Memo-
rial on Saturday.

De Pere used the 1-2 
punch of  Will Horns-
eth and John Kinziger. 
Hornseth was e�ective 
inside and outside, scor-
ing a game-high 22 points 
and three blocks. Kinziger 
added 21 points, five re-
bounds and four steals.

Kinziger had 11 of  his 
team’s first 27 points, at-
tacking the basket at will. 
The senior has been locked 
down lately by defense. 
However, he scored 20-plus 
points for the second time 
in the last five games.

“He was just really ag-
gressive on both ends of  
the floor and he comes to 
play every night,” Win-
chester said. “This one, it’s 
Notre Dame. With Emmett 
and Henry (Weber) and 
Max Augustine on their 
team, they grew up play-
ing together and so there’s 
a little bit extra in that you 
don’t want to lose to your 
buddies and that probably 

motivated him. You don’t 
have to motivate John too 
much, that comes natural-
ly, but this one was a little 
bit extra for him, I think.”

Zach Kinziger said his 
brother had a little extra 
in him at the start to get 
going.

“We’ve got to get him 
going, especially in these 
games where we win by 
quite a few and sometimes 
he doesn’t get the work-
load,” Zach Kinziger said. 
“When we get to those big-
ger games, we’ve got to get 
him going, because he’s 
obviously a huge part of  
our team, so that was good 
to see tonight.”

De Pere (19-0, 14-0 
FRCC) got three baskets 
from Hornseth and Zach 
Kinziger capped the early 
run with a jump shot to go 
up 14-0.

“Will was obviously a 
big help in the beginning, 
he got his j-hook going,” 
said Zach Kinziger, who 
scored 14 points. “But it 
was just our energy com-

ing out and playing de-
fense, especially right 
away. 

Notre Dame (11-6, 8-5 
FRCC) didn’t score its first 
points until 6:45 into the 
game as Lawton converted 
on a hoop.

“You want to try and 
stay with them for four-
minute segments — hang 
around, hang around, hang 
around, hang around,” 
Notre Dame coach Brian 
Bobinski said. “We did a 
decent job defensively for 
a while, but o�ensively we 
were a little sped up, which 
is what they do very well. 
They’re very aggressive 
and very physical.”

A Lawton 3-pointer 
made it 22-9, but De Pere 
ended the half  on a 22-6 
run, fueled by a five-point 
spurt by Pryce Gregoire 
o� the bench.

De Pere scored the first 
seven points out of  halftime 
to take a commanding 51-19 
lead. The Redbirds never 
slowed down from there.

De Pere’s Gabe Herman drives for a layup over Notre Dame Academy’s Max Augustine 
during their game on Feb. 2.  Greg Bates photo

Conrad, far right, who plays defense, has 27 points (two goals, 
25 assists) this season for the Fairbanks Ice Dogs of the North 
American Hockey League.  Kristen Pearson, Ice Dogs photo

so he had the Division I work 
ethic and his attention to 
detail in his game both on 
and o� the ice since he was 
15 years old, and a trend that 
would be Division I-like in 
all his habits. He needed to 
physically mature a little 
bit more after he finished up 
with high school hockey and 
then just show the schools 
that would be interested in 
him the kind of  player he 
is. He’s not sexy in the fact 
that you look at some of  the 
o�ensive players that play 
that position, Jacob’s a very 
steady, consistent pass-first 
defending player that gets 
you out of  if  you’re under 
the rink, shuts down the line 
rush against and can add a 
little bit of  o�ense as a two-
way defenseman.”

McCracken first got to 
know Conrad as a 15-year-
old in the Notre Dame pro-
gram. The longtime coach 
saw the potential in his 
young skater.

“I saw a really good hock-
ey player six years ago, un-
dersized, good brain, decent 
stick skills,” McCracken 
said. “You don’t know until 
the kids get a little bit older 
as far as how they’re physi-
cally going to mature.

Honestly, to play at that 
level, you need to have a re-
ally committed work ethic 
in the things you have to get 
better at o� the ice, and Ja-
cob is an all-in kid when it 
comes to trying to achieve 
something from a personal 
standpoint.”

Playing with the Ice Dogs 
in his final season of  eligibil-
ity at the juniors level, Con-
rad had to find a home for 
next season.

Conrad, 20, didn’t attract a 
lot of  collegiate interest un-
til he displayed his skills last 
fall in the North American 
Hockey League Showcase. 
That’s when LSSU coaches 
started watching.

In 41 games this season, 
Conrad has two goals and 25 
assists for 27 points. In 138 
career games with the Ice 
Dogs, he has nine goals and 
58 assists.

Lake Superior State — 
which has won three NCAA 
Division I national titles in 
its history, the last coming 
in 1993-94 — will have some 
turnover with its defen-
sive corps after this season. 
That could free up a spot for 
Conrad to get on the ice as a 
freshman.

“I was looking at that a 
little bit and talking to their 
coaches and they said they 
had some guys moving on 
and that they would possibly 
see a role for me open up,” 
Conrad said. “Obviously, 
nothing’s given, so got to go 
there and earn it, but defi-
nitely excited.”

McCracken believes the 
LSSU program is a great fit 
for Conrad.

“From a Division I stand-
point, I think it’s always 
good to go to a place that 
you’re wanted, number one, 
and they wanted Jacob,” Mc-

Cracken said. “Number two, 
it’s an opportunity based on 
what’s returning and what 
they’re missing out of  their 
roster next year. There were 
holes on their back end that 
they needed guys to come 
in and play minutes right 
away.”

Conrad is hoping to step 
in and earn a spot as a third-
line defenseman. The LSSU 
coaches are really impressed 
with certain aspects of  Con-
rad’s game.

“They just said they like 
my feet, like my brain,” 
Conrad said. “They said 
that they see a spot for me 
coming in and they’re re-
ally excited to have me and 
I’m really excited, too. Love 
their coaching sta� and ev-
erything. I’m super excited.”

Conrad knows going from 
junior hockey to Division I 
college hockey is a big step. 
He will continue to craft his 
game and get ready for high-
level competition in the Cen-
tral Collegiate Hockey Asso-
ciation (CCHA).

“Each jump you’re play-
ing against bigger, stronger 
guys,” Conrad said. “Going 
into college next year, I’m 
going to be playing against 
23-, 24-, 25-year-olds, so I 
think for me just getting big-
ger and being able to hold 
my own. I think that’s some-
thing I can really work on 
over the summer.”

A tradition of 
excellence

When Conrad laces up his 
skates at LSSU in the fall, he 
will be the 17th Notre Dame 
Academy boys’ hockey play-
er to compete at the Division 
I level.

McCracken — who has 
coached all 17 — knows how 
important that tradition is 
for the program.

“It’s special, every one is 
special,” McCracken said. 
“Jacob is a kid that means 
a lot to me personally. I’ve 
invested a lot of  time in Ja-
cob personally, spent a lot 
of  time around him and 
his family. So, for me it’s 
a personal gratification 
and you’re just excited and 
thrilled for the family and 
you’re excited and thrilled 
for the kid. But from our pro-
gram standpoint, we contin-
ue to do the right thing with 
helping players get to the 
next piece in their process, 
which means they’re leaving 
our program in a better spot 
than when they entered it.”

Being the 17 th Division I 
commit means a great deal 
to Conrad.

“The program that Cory’s 
built, it speaks for itself, it 
speaks volumes about how 
many guys have been able 
to achieve their dream and 
move on to play Division I 
hockey,” Conrad said. “I’m 
just super honored to be one 
of  those.”

CONRAD
from page 32






