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Dear Reader,
With the advent of  a new year, we might want to make 

a few resolutions if  they apply to 
us (and those in our lives) given 
all the infirmities currently in the 
world.

We ought to:
~ behave better toward each 

other in public and in private;
~ show a regard for truth and a 

responsible disregard for lies;
~ stop pandering to anger and 

our primal urges;
~ uplift the common good and deny power to those who 

would not;
~ seek peace and abhor violence (Isaac Asimov – 

“Violence is the last refuge of  the incompetent.”);
~ cherish our country’s ideals of  honor, integrity and 

compassion; and
~ look for solutions by listening and understanding 

di�erences and working out compromises.
We need to unite hope with the belief  that we can be 

better; that we can act better; that we can construct a better 
world for us and the generations to follow.

PATRICK J. WOOD
PUBLISHER

Author of “Dear Reader” and “Tapestry of Love and Loss”

Resolutions for a 
better world

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Removing outside 
money in  

local elections

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DEAR EDITOR,

For yet another cycle, 
Wisconsin saw hun-
dreds of  millions 

of  dollars in dark money 
pour into our elections. 

According to Open Se-
crets, over $222 million 
was spent by outside 
groups in the Wisconsin 
US Senate election—some 
of  which is dark money 
whose origins are not 
disclosed and cannot be 
traced. 

Between the top four 
most expensive U.S. .Sen-
ate races in the country – 
Wisconsin ranking as the 
fourth most expensive – 
over $1.3 billion was spent 
on tv ads, digital ads, bill-
boards and mailers. 

This problem is not re-
stricted to federal elec-
tions. 

The last Green Bay City 
Council races saw outside 
money pour in from Illi-
nois, California, and oth-
er states.

In the 13 years since 
the Citizens United rul-
ing that opened the flood-
gates to unlimited, and in 
many cases untraceable 
outside money, political 
spending has skyrock-
eted. 

In 2010, the last cycle 
before the Supreme Court 
ruling, the most expen-
sive Senate race in the 
country was $82 million. 

Now the table stakes 
for a competitive Senate 
race begin at $100 million 
on the low end. 

The Supreme Court’s 
Citizens United ruling 
claimed that money is 
speech, and somehow, 
we would all have more 
speech due to the ruling, 
but the opposite has tak-
en place. 

A select few ultra-rich 
billionaires on both sides 
of  the aisle now have a 

massive loophole that 
gives them a platform no 
ordinary citizen can af-
ford. It also can create an 
opening for foreign dol-
lars from China and Rus-
sia to funnel money into 
our elections.

Just last month, the 
Brown County Commis-
sioners passed a resolu-
tion calling on the Wis-
consin federal delegation 
to address the issue of  
unaccountable, outside 
money flowing into our 
elections cycle after cycle 
by calling on Congress to 
create a way to reverse 
the Supreme Court’s Citi-
zen United ruling.

Our country faces chal-
lenges and obstacles few 
have witnessed in our 
lifetime.

 We need leaders in 
Washington and Madison 
willing to bridge the di-
vide to work together to 
address these issues with-
out the threat of  shadowy 
dark money groups seek-
ing to sow division and 
strife between neighbors, 
family, and friends. 

Giving state legislators 
the ability to regulate po-
litical money, including 
on federal campaigns, is 
an excellent first step to 
getting big money out of  
politics and returning 
our government to the 
people. 

Judy Nagel 
Rotary Club of  Green Bay 
former president

Howard Hauser
Green Bay’s Growth  
Management Partners 
LLC co-founder

Alex Renard
Renard Ventures  
managing director

Gail Garrity-Reed 
Momentum LLC

BE OUR GUEST

Simple gifts, packed with love
BY LIZETTE MILLER 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE 
OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Generosity through-
out contributed to a 
successful shoebox 

gift collection season at 
Green Bay area drop-o� lo-
cations for the Samaritan’s 
Purse project Operation 
Christmas Child. 

Across the U.S., the 
project collected over 9.3 
million shoebox gifts in 
2022. Combined with those 
collected from partnering 
countries in 2022, the min-
istry is now sending nearly 
10.6 million shoebox gifts 
to children worldwide.

Through shoeboxes—

packed with fun toys, 
school supplies and hy-
giene items—Green Bay-
area volunteers brought 
joy to children in need 
around the world. 

Each gift-filled shoebox 
is a tangible expression of  
God’s love, and it is often 

the first gift these children 
have ever received. 

Through the continued 
generosity of  donors since 
1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and de-
livered more than 209 mil-
lion gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in more than 170 
countries and territories. 

This year, Samaritan’s 
Purse delivered its mile-
stone 200 millionth shoe-
box, which was packed on 
a country-wide tour and 
then hand-delivered to a 
young girl in Ukraine.

Across Wisconsin, shoe-
box packers often shop for 
deals on shoebox items 
throughout the year, and 
many serve at a deeper 
level by becoming a year-

round volunteer.
 Information about ways 

area participants can get 
involved year-round can 
also be found at samari-
tanspurse.org/occ or by 
calling (630) 474-9478.

Although local drop 
o� locations for gifts are 
closed until Nov. 13 – 20, 
anyone can still be a part 
of  this life-changing proj-
ect by conveniently pack-
ing a shoebox gift online in 
just a few simple clicks at 
samaritanspurse.org/buil-
donline.

These simple gifts, 
packed with love, send a 
message to children world-
wide that they are loved 
and not forgotten.

BE OUR GUEST

Will 12% decide the future?

Miller

BY JANE BENSON 
CHAIR 
FAIR COURTS - FAIR 
MAPS COMMITTEE 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN 
VOTERS OF GREATER 
GREEN BAY

On Feb. 21, the Spring 
Primary Election 
will determine 

which two of  the four Su-
preme Court Justice can-
didates move on to the 
Spring General Election 
on April 4. 

The final winner will 
serve a 10-year term.

The spring primary elec-
tions see the lowest turn-
out of  any Wisconsin elec-
tions with an average voter 

turnout of  12.5%. 
That means your vote 

matters more than ever. 
The Supreme Court Jus-

tice election is a state-wide 
election which makes ev-
ery vote count equally. 

No unfair gerryman-

dered maps will waste 
your vote.

You can beat the odds! 
Get your friends and fam-
ily out to vote. 

So many issues we care 
about are likely to come 
before the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court in the coming 
few years - reproductive 
rights, public education 
funding, environmental 
protections, voting rights, 
fair voting district maps, 
economic development 
and labor rights to name 
a few.

The four candidates on 
the ballot have very dif-
ferent backgrounds and 
values. 

They are Jennifer Dorow 
(judgejennifer.com), Dan-
iel Kelly (justicedanielkel-
ly.com), Everett Mitchell 
( judgeeverettmitchell .
com) and Janet Protasie-
wicz (janetforjustice.com).   

What issues are impor-
tant to you? What qualities 
do you want in a leader? 
Which candidate’s judicial 
philosophies align with 
your values?

Check myvote.wi.gov for 
your personal voting infor-
mation.

It’s your chance to make 
an extraordinary di�er-
ence.

Please vote.

Benson

room
•$80,000 for automated 

license plate readers;
•$125,000 for a city cam-

era system on the east-
side, ($100,000 in 2023 and 
$25,000 in 2024);

•$17,000 for video evi-
dence computer and soft-

ware ($15,000 in 2023 and 
$2,000 in 2024);

•$26,000 for security and 
access control;

•$20,000 for updates and 
improvements in the po-
lice department common 
areas;

•$7,500 for police recruit-
ment materials;

•$15,000 for an online 
pawn and retail shop 

transaction database; 
•$40,000 for non lethal 

physical restraint devices.

De Pere Public Works 
Department is asking for:

•$316,000 to replace wa-
ter mains;

•$40,000 to replace the 
clock tower at Third  and 
Main streets;

•$70,000 for televising 

sanitary laterals;
•$560,000 for a full-length 

sanitary lateral relay;
•$520,000 for sump pump 

installation ($260,000 in 
2023 and $260,000 in 2024);

•$500,000 for wayfinding 
signs;

•$1.2 million for wa-
ter main replacement 
($600,000 in 2023 and 
$600,000 in 2024).
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The Press Times welcomes readers to share their thoughts and opinions as a letter to the editor. 
Letters must be no more than 400 words and be emailed to kleonhardt@mmclocal.com with the subject line “letters to the editor.” Letters can also be mailed or  

dropped off to our office located at 310 West Walnut, 4th floor, Green Bay, WI 54303. Letters must be received by Monday in order to be included in the Friday edition.




















