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   HOUSING  t h e  C o a st

By Toni Miles  
  

Mary Ellen Alexander, the granddaughter 
of William James (WJ) Quarles and his wife, 
Merinda, who were among the first settlers of 
the City of Long Beach, would likely be proud 
to have witnessed the gathering of Quarles 
descendants, state and business leaders, 
local dignitaries and members of the Long 
Beach community who came together for the 
festive grand opening ceremony of Green-
vale, also known as “The Quarles House,” 
on January 27 at 179 East Old Pass Road 
in Long Beach.

WJ Quarles built the two-story home for 
his family in 1894, eight years after moving 
to Long Beach from Tennessee. At that time, 
it was known as Greenvale. The 129-year-
old home has been sealed off for decades. 
WJ Quarles died in 1924, and Hurricane Ca-
mille severely damaged the house in 1969, 
leaving the historic house vacant and sealed 
until recently.

“I feel it's a dream fulfilled,” says Janet Al-
exander Griffin. “It was the primary wish of 
our mother, Mary Ellen Alexander, who wrote 
the town history, Rosalie and Radishes, first 
published in 1980, and who energized peo-
ple around local history. That dream is now 
realized, decades after she and our uncle, 
WF Watrous, started the effort to save the 
house.”

Mary Ellen Alexander, the daughter of 
May Quarles Watrous, also a life-long Long 
Beach resident, was known as the “History 
Lady.” She passed away in 2004, but she 
was instrumental in starting the Long Beach 
Historical Society and placing historical 
markers throughout the city.

“Mary Ellen Alexander, along with her 
brother, WF Watrous, made it her life-long 
endeavor to preserve the family’s historic 
home, Greenvale, a site that now fittingly 
serves as a welcome center and also hous-
es the Long Beach Historical Society, Long 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and Long 
Beach Main Street,” says Courtney Cue-
vas, community affairs director for the City 
of Long Beach.

As Griffin noted, “When our great grand-
parents lived in the house at the turn of the 
last century, the Quarles Family Home was 
a hub of activity - the site of the first school, 
the first post office, a place for area business 
folks to get a lunchtime meal, accommoda-
tion for traveling salespeople. It seems fitting 
that it should be an active center once again 

and of use to the entire community.”
The house is one of the few historic land-

marks - and the only historical house with 
such deep roots - left standing in the City of 
Long Beach. Many historic sites and build-
ings were wiped out by Hurricane Katrina in 
2005 and earlier hurricanes.

Jim Alexander (named for his great-grand-
father WJ but called Jim, as was Jim Quarles) 
and Janet Alexander Griffin, who had inher-
ited the property, had the house moved in 
2010 to be adjacent to the family cemetery. 
They continued the work that their mother 
and uncle had begun with the Mississippi 
Heritage Trust and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History to preserve the 
house and historical furniture and artifacts 
that are part of the history of the home.

In 2020, they responded to the City’s inter-
est through Mayor George Bass, who, with 
other officials, saw the potential that Mary 
Ellen Alexander had envisioned. The family 
then donated the home and property to the 
City, so that it could become a public asset 
to the community.

Crews with J.O. Collins Contractor, Inc. 
could be seen at the site over the past year 
renovating the home and property, all in a 
concentrated effort to restore and historically 
preserve the house based on research and 
details gathered from the Quarles family, on-
site research and the previous work done 
through the state’s Department of Archives 
and History.

Jim Alexander, who with his sister and 
their other family members traveled great 
distances to attend the January 27 grand 
opening ceremony, praises local and state 
leaders, organizations and agencies, as well 
as others, for their crucial contributions to 
secure the funding and resources that went 
into restoring the historic home to its former 
glory.

“It is really exciting to see this de-
cades-long project completed,” Jim Alexan-
der says. “I remember (about 2006) when 
the Mississippi Heritage Trust and the Mis-
sissippi Department of Archives and Histo-
ry (MDAH) first became involved, and Jeff 
Rosenberg and I climbed to the attic and 
saw that the tin roof was leaking and needed 
replacement. MDAH stepped up and put on 
a new roof – that was key to preservation of 
the house at that time. MDAH deserves a lot 
of credit for preservation and stabilization of 
the house (after we moved it in 2010 to its 
present location) before the City was able to 

cont. on page 11

Quarles family’s historic home, Greenvale, gets a “new life”

Toni Miles    

Greenvale, home of WJ and Merinda Quarles dating from 1892, has been restored and is 
located now at 179 East Old Pass Road. The family moved the house, which had faced 
Railroad Street, to the back of the property near the family cemetery in order to safeguard both.

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Direct descendants of WJ and Merinda 
Quarles were on hand for the January 
27 official grand opening of Greenvale in 
Long Beach.

                            Courtesy the Alexander Family      

Mary Ellen Alexander was the 
granddaughter of WJ and Merinda 
Quarles. She chronicled much of the 
history of Long Beach in the book about the 
town history titled Rosalie and Radishes, 
first published in 1980 and updated a 
few years before Hurricane Katrina. She 
also was a founder of the Long Beach 
Historical Society and worked to have the 
Quarles House (Greenvale) put on the 
National Register of Historic Places.
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6083 Beatline Road, Long Beach, MS, 228.865.1696
Mon - Fri 7:30 to 5pm

Use our convenient online shopping & shipping @ www.bovh.net

Eddy Blake VFW Post 3937
Steak Dinner first 3 Fridays each month, Pork Chop on the last Friday: 5 to 8 PM

$18 A great steak, tater, bread & salad.

Breakfast first 3 Saturdays of the month: 7 to 10AM $7 

 Call in your order at 228-863-8602 after 12:00 on Friday or come by the
Post at 213 Klondyke Road and order in person.

No Membership required.

Loving widow launches The Jaybird Project to comfort those who grieve
By Toni Miles  
  

Everyone who lives long enough 
will grieve at some point in life, some-
thing Tanya Bryant knows all too well.

“We had coffee together one Sunday 
morning,” Bryant says. “I left to go 
to Walgreen’s to get some stuff, and, 
when I came home, my husband had 
passed. It was very unexpected. He 

wasn’t sick or anything. It was just his 
time.”

Jack Bryant, Jr. was just sixty years 
old when he was called home, leaving 
a seemingly bottomless well of grief 
for his wife of twenty-seven years, 
Tanya, and their three children to cope 
with. She was just fifty-three years old 
when he passed. Their children, Jared, 
Alexa, and Jesse, were in their twenties 
when he died.

“I struggled a lot my first year,” Bry-
ant says. “Through that time, I missed 
holding hands. We held hands all the 
time. We were that weird, old cou-
ple who were always connected, held 
hands in the grocery store, wherever 
we were. I missed holding his hand. I 
was searching for something to hold. I 
went to Etsy. I went to all these places, 
and I couldn’t find anything.”

She wasn’t the only one grieving – 
not by a long shot. The Bryants’ mid-
dle child, Jared, took it especially hard.

“My middle son, Jared, who’s twen-
ty-five now, was twenty-two when his 
dad passed away,” Bryant says. “He 
was in school for occupational ther-
apy in Austin. Of course, all my kids 
had a tough time, but he was the one 
who struggled the most; and I moved 
in with him for a little bit.”

“He came home one night when I 
was staying with him, and they had 
made hands that day, because he’s 

studying how to be a hand therapist,” 
Bryant recalls. “He said, ‘Look what 
I made, Mom.’ I had never told him 
I was looking for a hand to hold, that 
I was missing holding his daddy’s 
hand.”

Something finally to hold – and run 
with, in what Bryant calls a “Divine 
Connection.”

“We took the hand that he [Jared] 
made and put it into my husband’s old 
golf glove, and I still carry it with me 
today, everywhere I go, so I am always 
connected to him,” Bryant says.

But it didn’t stop there. Tanya says 
right after, “God said to me, ‘That is 
not just Jay’s [her husband’s] hand. 
That is My hand. I’m holding you in 
my hand, and I’ve got you.’”

Then she came across Isaiah 41:10 
– a Bible scripture that says, “Do not 
fear. I am holding you in my right 
hand.”

“So, I started making hands for peo-

ple,” Bryant says. “‛Comfort Hands,’ 
I call them. There’s a prayer card that 
comes with it. When people come 
across my path and tell me about their 
loss or tell me they’re struggling, I just 
give them a comfort hand. That’s how 
we started.”

Now, just over three years after the 
death of her beloved husband, Bryant 
has not only offered helping, com-
fort(ing) hands to others, she has turned 
her misery into a ministry, expanding 
her Comfort Hands outreach to a new 
non-profit grief support and counseling 
service in Long Beach, The Jaybird 
Project, named for her husband, whose 
nickname was “Jaybird.”

The Jaybird Project’s Grief Support 
Center strives to create a safe space 
where children and families can find 
help, hope and healing after loss. Al-

though The Jaybird Project is based on 
Psalms 147:3, which reads, “He [God] 
heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds,” the grief services, sup-
port and Comfort Hands are offered 
with open arms to anyone.

“I went through Grief Share,” Bry-
ant says. “On the second anniversary 
of my husband’s death (January 2023), 
my sister said to me I was doing worse 

than I was the first year, that I need-
ed to do something; and I 
found Grief Share. Connie 
Lillo…was my Grief Share 
leader, and we just connect-
ed. Together, we also real-
ized there’s just not enough 
stuff out there for kids when 
it comes to grieving. They 
don’t get support like adults 
do.”

“What I mean by that is, 
if you’re at a funeral or me-
morial and all the kids are 
around, the adults tell the 
kids to ‘go play,’ because 
we as adults don’t want to 
show kids our grief, be-
cause we think it’s going to 
make them grieve. In reali-
ty, they’re grieving on their own. We 
try to protect them, but they have their 
own grief, and, unfortunately, there’s 

nothing around that helps kids process 
their grief.”

Chaplain Lillo, who helped Bryant 
launch The Jaybird Project, has exten-
sive experience serving as bereavement 
coordinator of Vital Caring Group, and 
she helps lead the weekly Grief Share 
Support meetings now held each Mon-
day at 10 a.m. and also at 4 p.m. at The 
Jaybird Project’s Grief Support Center, 
which is located in Suite 104 inside the 
newly-built Columns Plaza at 6121 
Beatline Road. Meetings are open to 
everyone and are free of charge. 

Bryant says the grief support and 
Comfort Hands outreach services ar-
en’t just designed to console those who 
have lost loved ones. 

“So often, people think that grief is 
just the loss of a loved one,” Bryant 
says. “It’s not. You grieve, obviously, 
over the loss of a loved one. [But you 
also] grieve a lost friendship. Divorce 
is grief. The loss of a job – there are so 
many things we grieve in life, but we 
don’t recognize these losses cause us 
trauma in different ways.”

Those who would like more infor-
mation or who are interested in partic-
ipating in the support programs at the 
Jaybird Project Center can sign up by 
contacting info@TheJaybirdProject.
org or by calling 504-500-1081.

Bryant says that plans are underway 
to expand grief support meetings to 
Thursdays. In addition, Bryant, a Cer-
tified Grief Coach, offers grief coach-
ing to children.

The Jaybird Project is a non-profit 
and operates with donations from the 
community. Honorarium donations in 

honor of a loved one who 
has passed are welcomed, 
as well as traditional ones. 
More information is avail-
able on the organization’s 
website at TheJaybirdProj-
ect.org.

As for Bryant, she’s just 
grateful she has a newfound 
purpose in this chapter in life.

“This horrible thing that 
happened in my life that 
I was not prepared for – I 
had to turn it into something 
good, or it just wouldn’t 
make any sense. To take my 
grief, my loss and my hurt 
and to be able to share com-
fort with people and share 

hope with people and share God’s love 
with others makes me feel like it’s for 
a purpose.”

The Jaybird Project
Suite 104

6121 Beatline Road
TheJaybirdProject.org 

504-500-1081.

Grief Share Support 
meetings 
Mondays

10 a.m. and 4 p.m
Special to The Clinton Courier    

Under the umbrella of the Long Beach-
based non-profit The Jaybird Project 
ministry, “Comfort Hands” are custom made 
and distributed to those who are grieving 
after suffering the loss of a loved one. 

Special to The Clinton Courier    

Tanya Bryant, M.Ed., 
Certified Grief Coach, 
recently turned her 
misery into her ministry 
by launching The Jaybird 
Project.

Special to The Clinton Courier    

Jack “Jaybird” Bryant, Jr. and his wife, 
Tanya Bryant, who now lives in Long Beach, 
were married twenty-seven years before he 
passed away in January of 2021. Tanya has 
launched a grief support ministry and service 
in Long Beach to help others who grieve.
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Seafood. Steaks. 
Burgers. Poboys. 

Salads. Pastas 

504 Jeff Davis Ave, Long Beach Mississippi, 39560    228-867-8949

Harbor View Cafe

where the coast meets & eats

Winner of 18 People's Choice awards

Monday 11am-3pm
Tuesday-Friday 11am-9pm

Saturday 8am-9pm
Sunday 8am-3pm

Special to The Clinton Courier    

Three Long Beach students were recently named winners of the VFW Patriots Pen Essay Competition. The VFW also honored Daniel Pepper 
as the Long Beach Middle School Teacher of the Year. This year’s essay topic was “How America Inspires Me.” Winners included Rebecca 
Carver, who won first place; Tyler Waight, who won second place; and Chloe Hedderick, who won third place. Pictured (l to r) are VFW Post 3937 
Scholarship Chair and District 1 Chaplain Jennifer Resendez, Daniel Pepper, Tyler Waight, Chloe Hedderick, Rebecca Carver and VFW Auxiliary 
President Post 3937 Margaret Levens.

VFW awards essay winners
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HELLO LONG BEACH !
We are excited to serve you with our 

Long Beach location. 

-Ling Ming Zhuo, Owner

- Sakura Japanese Cuisine - Sushi & Hibachi, 
Long Beach, MS

- Asian Paradise Chinese Restaurant - Authentic 
Chinese & Japanese, Pass Christian, MS

OPEN: Mon - Thurs 11am to 9:30pm and Fri & Sat 11am to 10pm
 100 Jeff Davis Ave., Long Beach, PH: 228-265-5056 & 228.265.5092

Library’s spring events begin
By Guest Columnist Renee Rayburn, LBPL Youth and Technology Services  
  

The Friends of the Library will hold a meeting on Monday, March 4, at 1:30 
p.m. in the children’s wing to discuss events for National Library Week in April 
(April 7 through April 13).  

There will be no meeting for the Long 
Beach Library Board of Trustees in 
March.

On Monday, March 4, at 5:30 p.m., the 
Long Beach Public Library will be host-
ing the Science Café on the Coast at City 
Hall.  Bigfoot researcher and producer of 
the documentary series, In the Shadow of 
the Big Red Eye, Mike Familant will be 
here to speak to attendees about his ex-
periences in searching for Bigfoot.  This 
program is free to the public and open 
to all ages.  Light refreshments will be 
served.

Did you know that March 3-9 is “Read 
an E-book Week?”  If you haven’t given 
Boundless or Tumblebooks a try, this is 
a great opportunity to do so.  Both da-
tabases have a variety of titles available 
and can be found on the library’s web-
site at www.LongBeach.Lib.ms.us.  You 
only need a Long Beach Library card to 
access them.  If you already have a card 
with us and just want to be added to the 
Boundless database, give us a call.  We 
will happily do it for you.

Family Movie Day will be on Saturday, March 16, at 10 a.m. in the children’s 
wing.

The book sale will continue Saturdays, beginning at 9 a.m.  Prices for the ma-
terials are ten cents each for mag-
azines, twenty-five cents each for 
paperbacks, and fifty cents each for 
hardbacks, audiobooks and mov-
ies.

The staff would like to send a 
personal thank you to all who were 
involved these last few weeks in 
getting the library new cabling 
and new electrical wiring installed 
throughout both wings of the li-
brary.  You know who you are, and 
it was appreciated more than you 
can ever imagine.  I have included 
a picture of the computer station 
area that will now be a part of our 
reference department for students 
and/or other patrons needing to do 
research.

For more information about any 
of our events or offerings, please 
give us a call at 228-863-0711. The 
library is located at 209 Jeff Davis 
Avenue.

We would like to thank you all for 
your continued support. As always, thank you for your patronage, and stay safe!

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

A new computer station is available in the 
reference department of the library.

S C I E N C E C A F E O N T H E C O A S T . W O R D P R E S S . C O M

F A C E B O O K . C O M / S C I E N C E C A F E O N T H E C O A S T

SCIENCE CAFE ON THE COASTCONNECT WITH
IN THE SHADOW
OF BIG RED EYE

Long BeachLong Beach  

SEARCHING FOR
BIGFOOT
SEARCHING FOR
BIGFOOT

MONDAY
MARCH 4
5:30 PM
MONDAY
MARCH 4
5:30 PM

PRESENTER: MIKE FAMILANT
BIGFOOT RESEARCHER & PRODUCER OF THE DOCUMENTARY SERIES,

“IN THE SHADOW OF BIG RED EYE”

TREE SPECIALISTS
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Danny Toche
228-424-2766

SouthernStyleHVAC.com

Experts at High-End Heating, 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning

When in doubt give them Southern boys a shout!

Corey Griffin
228-546-0998

Taking medication
should be simple.
Now it can be.

No more refill hassles

Our pharmacies work with your doctors
to automatically manage your refills 

Convenience
Galore...

Get your medication sorted by the dose
and time into individual pouches.

Pick up at your local PakMyMeds partner
pharmacy or have it mailed to you.

Tear off just what you need

No medication sorting or confusion

Get a 30-day supply at once

Easily take your meds on-the-go 4300 15th Street,  Suite 1, Gulfport, MS 
PH: 228-864-3514

™

Long Beach School District 
tops Coast graduation rates

Long Beach teacher has been  
chosen for CFA celebration 

Long Beach Breeze  
  

The Long Beach School District’s 
(LBSD) 97.2% graduation rate topped 
the Coast and earned a spot in the top 
ten in the state for graduation rate, far 
exceeding the state average of 89.4%.

“This is a great achievement for our 
district. It shows the hard work our stu-
dents and staff have put in from kin-
dergarten through high school,” said 
LBSD Superintendent Dr. Talia Lock. 

“There is no other number I am 
prouder of than this one,” continued 
Lock.  “In education, our number one 
goal is to have every student walk 
across that stage at the coliseum in 
May with the readiness for every po-

Long Beach Breeze  
  

Long Beach High School Teacher Demetria Brown has been selected as one of ten recipients 
nationwide to be a part of the nationwide Chick-fil-A Leader Academy’s celebration. Brown was 
surprised with the new by local Chick-fil-A (CFA) owner Chris McKlveen and his team.

“Back in November, I nominated Ms. Demetria Brown to be selected as one of ten Lead 
Facilitators for Chick-fil-A Leader Academy to be selected for a special celebration,” said Amy 
Comstock, Chick-fil-A Gulfport’s restaurant marketing director.

“To our amazement, Ms. Brown was one of the ten selected,” said Comstock.  “She and our 
operator, Chris McKlveen, will be flown to Atlanta in March for a Celebration.”

Long Beach Superintendent Dr. Talia Lock says she is proud to see the dedication and hard 
work Brown puts into her students being recognized.

“When it comes to being passionate about pushing students to achieve more than they ever 
dreamed, you won’t find anyone more dedicated than Ms. Brown,” Lock said. “We are so proud 
of her winning this honor.”

Chick-fil-A’s Leader Academy involves students using an engage, expose and equip approach 
to learning. It opens them to reimagining leadership, learning new insights and putting their ideas 
into practice to positively impact the local community.

 

tential opportunity they may want to 
pursue as they transition into their next 
stage of life.”

“Achievements like this happen 
when everyone from the bus driv-
ers and janitors to the administrators, 
teachers and assistants all have one 
goal - and that is to push our students to 
be their best,” said Lock. “Our students 
face obstacles every day, and it would 
be so easy for many of them to quit; 
but our employees make the difference, 
and this graduation rate achievement is 
a direct reflection of that.” 

A full report of graduation rates is 
available at the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education’s website.

Dom Fimiano

Special to Long Beach Breeze   

Demetria Brown (third from right), a teacher at Long Beach High School, has been selected 
as one of only ten people in the country to be a part of a nationwide Chick-fil-A Leader 
Academy celebration this spring.
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100 Amazing
Vendor Booths to Browse

STORE HOURS:
MON - SAT 9am to 6pm

and
Sunday 10am to 5pm

200 W Railroad St #107,
Long Beach, MS (228) 365-0418
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Local animal rescue 
launches online auction

Local students visit State Capitol

By Toni Miles  
  

Frigid temperatures in late December couldn’t stop the determined volunteers with 
For Pet’s Sake Rescue from their mission to transport seventy abandoned and neglected 
animals to other locations, with the hopes of placing these orphaned and abused four-
legged fur babies in forever homes.

“For Pet’s Sake Rescue provides medical care, housing and adoption opportunities 
in our local community for the homeless pets in the Gulf Coast,” says For Pet’s Sake 
Rescue Board Member Mary DeGraw. “In addition, during 2023, we provided close to 
nine hundred adopted animals transportation to the northeast.  This helps in reducing our 
homeless animal population.  As a registered non-profit providing these services for free, 
we rely on donations and support. Our online auction is our largest annual fundraiser.”

With the help of volunteers, donations and four drivers, this mission was accomplished 
on December 20 of last year, marking the last transport of 2023 for the local non-profit, 
but there were some issues during this transport that have led leaders of the organization 
to make the tough call to retire the transport bus they were using for safety reasons.

Now, those with For Pet’s Sake Rescue are hoping the local community will pitch in 
and help out, so the non-profit can continue their mission safely. 

For Pet’s Sake Rescue is hosting their annual Online Auction March 1 through March 
18. Members of the non-profit are hoping funds raised through this auction will help 
them purchase a new, safe method of transport for the animals they rescue and care for. 

This is the second year the non-profit has hosted an online fundraising auction, and, 
like last year, there will be all kinds of items to bid on. The online auction launches on 
Friday, March 1, and bids can be made through March 18 online on their auction site at 
GiveButter.com/c/DpaFMC.

To volunteer, make a donation or find out more about For Pet's Sake Rescue, visit their 
Facebook page, “For Pet’s Sake Rescue.”

Special to Long Beach Breeze   

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

The fourth-grade class of Coast Episcopal School in Long Beach recently visited the 
Mississippi Capitol on a field trip to Jackson. During their visit, the students met with 
lawmakers, took a tour of the building and studied the legislative process.
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ST. PATRICK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

www.stpatrickslongbeach.org
www.facebook.com/StPatricksEpiscopalLongBeachMS

310 North Cleveland Ave., Long Beach, Mississippi  39560

Sunday mornings at 10 or via Facebook
The Rev'd Jane Bearden, Pastor

Check our website or Facebook for info

Weekly In-house Worship:
Sunday at 10:00 AM and Wednesday at 7:00 PM.

The services are also broadcasted live via Zoom.
To request a Zoom link, please contact Pastor Dave at gracepastordave1@gmail.com 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Grace Lutheran Church

St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Church

720 East Beach Blvd.
P.O. Box 1529     Long Beach, MS 39560

228-863-1610
Fr. Satish Adhav, Pastor

Fr. Vincent Ajayi, Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Jerry Dubuisson 
Deacon Buddy Vancourt

Daily Mass Schedule
Monday- Thursday:

8:30 AM 
Friday:

6:30 AM

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:00 PM

Sunday:
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM

11:30 AM, 5:30 PM

SaintThomasLB.org
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We invite your family to join us and worship together. 
Bible Fellowship Church is an independent, 

non-denominational, protestant Bible church. We are a 
dispensational, free grace, family-integrated, 

hymn-singing, pew-sitting, traditional church. 

Breakfast Fellowship 9:00 AM
Church Service 10:00 AM

7030 Menge Ave., Pass Christian, MS 
Email: BibleFellowship@BFC4U.org

Bible Fellowship Church 

PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Jason D. Green, Manager

Riemann Family Funeral Homes
19130 Commission Road, Long Beach, MS,

228-865-4700
www.RiemannFamily.com

“The only funeral home in Long Beach since 1962”

This Perfect location is 
walking distance to the 
Beach and Downtown Long 
Beach. This is 2 cleared lots 
being sold together for 
your future home. Peaceful 
neighborhood. 150 ft of 
road frontage. Water, sewer 
and gas are already 
available. This is 2 lots 
being sold together as one 
piece. Parcel # 
0612C-04-034.00 is approx 
83X130 and adjacent parcel 
#0612C04-035.000 is 
irregular shape but has 
about 95 ft of road 
frontage. The 2 together 
would give a nice sized 
home plenty of room.

Perfect Location in Long Beach. So 
much potential. The interior of this 
property has been completely renovated 
from studs out. To include new electrical, 
plumbing, sheetrock, AC, new windows, 
new doors, laundry hookup, 2 half 
bathrooms, tankless hot water and much 
more. 3 separate entrances with a wheel-
chair accessible ramp. This property has 
the potential to be 2 separate spaces 
with a middle common/kitchen area. 
Each of the separate rooms has its own 
half bathroom. 3 car detached garage to 
use as storage units or other possibili-
ties. 95 feet of road frontage on Railroad 
Street in Downtown Long Beach. near 
Winn Dixie makes it a prime location 
with so much potential. Don't miss out 
on this picture perfect piece of property 
located on the parade route for Cruisin 
the Coast, Mardi Gras etc.

Kathy Burns,
Realtor, MRP, GRI
Coastal Perspective Realty
209C East Second Street
Pass Christian, MS  39571
228-239-5336 Cell
228-254-5100 office

Great Location For Commercial Business

Beautiful Lot for your Build
$325,000

 $95,000

Students selected for 
All State Honor Choir

Touch-A-Truck 
admission is free this year

Special to Long Beach Breeze   

Several Long Beach High School choir members, after completing an online audition process, 
were selected to participate in the Mississippi Music Educator Association/American Choral 
Director Association All State Honor Choir, giving them the opportunity to perform with one 
hundred fifty other high school students from around the state. Pictured (l to r) are, front 
row: Caroline Feeney, Renn Newman, Ava Kline, Keli Paniku and Rebecca Sanderson; and 
back row: Julian Herr, Eli Vollm, Maddie Cripple, Lilly Sprinkle and Van Voorhies. In addition, 
Voorhies and Sanderson were named in the top five auditionees in Mississippi for their vocal 
submissions.

Marilou Horton

Special to Long Beach Breeze   

Angela Bowell, who served 
on the Long Beach Chamber 
of Commerce as a Board 
Member and also as Chair of 
the Chamber’s Touch-A-Truck 
annual fundraising event, had a 
long-time vision of offering free 
admission to the yearly event 
before her recent passing. This 
year, that vision has manifested, 
thanks to sponsorships made in 
Bowell’s honor, making admission 
free to this year’s Touch-A-Truck 
event on March 16.
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Scouts from Boy Scouts of America Troop 321 (I to r) Ishaan Kalluru, Addison Carroll and 
Gabe Franco serve homeless individuals at 19th Street Park in Gulfport.

Scouts Chase Cockrell and Larkin Pulsifer work alongside Open Table Ministry members 
to serve a meal to homeless individuals before the holidays.

Seamstress Available   228-206-2595

A Time to Work and a Time to Play

Time For a SALE

Klondyke Plaza   528 Klondyke Road    Tuesday - Saturday   10AM - 5PM

QUALITY USED FURNITURE                            
298 Je� Davis Ave.

LONG  BEACH  BRANCH

(228) 897-8712 

                                 
Lorraine Miller, Branch Manager

 Check out our Website!

Scouts assist Open Table Ministries with serving meals

Scout Keegan Murphy assists Open Table Ministry organizer Terry Hull in assembling 
meals, while scout Gabe Franco looks on.

Scouts from Boy Scouts of America Troop 321 pictured (l to r) are Addison Carroll, Ishaan 
Kalluru, Larkin Pulsifer, Chase Cockrell, Keegan Murphy and John Sheets, Jr.

By Guest Columnist Tommy Carroll  
  

Boy Scouts of America Troop 321, chartered by American Legion Post 1995, 
both of Long Beach, recently joined with Open Table Ministries to provide food and 
donations to homeless individuals before the holidays.

Each month on the second Saturday, a team organized as Open Table Ministries 
provides a meal to homeless individuals at the 19thth Street Park in Gulfport. At that 
time, they also are organized to distribute donations, which consist of items such as 
sleeping bags, tents, gloves, blankets and hygiene items.  Most members of Open 
Table are members of First United Methodist Church of Long Beach.  

For the month of December, scouts from Troop 321 joined with Open Table Min-
istries to help serve.  Five scouts and three leaders met, provided dishes for and 
manned serving stations in the food line.  For most of these scouts, this was their 
first time to interact with homeless individuals.  The troop helped serve about fifty 
people.

In addition to the food provided, the scouts were also able to contribute to the 
supplies provided.  Camping supplies were items that scouts were familiar with that 
were distributed.

Boy Scouts of America Troop 321 is a high adventure troop whose scouts hail 
from Diamondhead, Poplarville, Gulfport and Long Beach.

All photos Special to Long Beach Breeze   
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Back on market. Buyer's loan fell thru. Nestled on a lovely lot in the heart of Long Beach, this 
comfortable home has been meticulously maintained and has lots of room for you and your 
family. You will love the huge living room wood wood-burning �replace, a raised ceiling, and 
a large brick hearth with room for wood storage. This room also has a separate seating area. 
This split plan has 3 bedrooms and 3 baths, a spacious brick laundry room, a 
tremendous-sized pantry, ceiling fans, and a separate living space or dining room. You can �t 
your extra large vehicles in this big garage with wood-lined closed. The large family room 
opens into a great sunroom that your family will enjoy year-round. Entertaining will be easy 
on your covered back porch. This home also has a separate cottage with a functional 
workroom. This cottage can easily be used for mother-in-law quarters or great for your guests 
or a college student. Long Beach boasts an award-winning School District, one of CNN's top 
10 beaches, farmer's markets, and seasonal parades and festivals, and is known as the 
Friendly City and one of the safest towns in our state. Easy access to award-winning 
restaurants, golf gaming, and entertainment. You will have easy access to the beautiful 
Mississippi beaches and Gulf for all your water fun.
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Shaggy Chic Pet Salon

228-380-0829
7198 Beatline Rd, Suite E, Long Beach, MS
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Special to Long Beach Breeze    

P.E.O. Chapter B-Long Beach members attending the Founder's Day 
Celebration included (l to r) Mary Westmoreland, Charlotte Oliver, Cindy Mitchell, 
Grace Gingles, Elaine Morton, Cindy Wilson, Kathy Cook, Deb Kurts, Linda 
Reeves and Vivian Lee Ward.

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Deb Kurts, Chapter T President Beryl Laird, Grace Gingles and 
Cindy Wilson

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Vivian Lee Ward, Chapter B-Long Beach

P.E.O. celebrates Founders’ Day

Special to Long Beach Breeze    
  

On January 20, 2024, members of P.E.O. Chapter B-Long Beach celebrated 
P.E.O. Founders’ Day at a luncheon and program hosted by P.E.O. Chapters T 
and M. The celebration included a Mardi Gras theme, complete with a second 
line dance. Chapter M presented the program about the original seven members 
and what P.E.O. has accomplished since its beginning one hundred fifty-five 
years ago.

P.E.O. was founded on January 21, 1869, by seven students at Iowa Wesleyan 
College in Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Through membership, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more than a half a million women in the United States and 
Canada who are passionate about helping women advance through education, 

while supporting and motivating them. 
P.E.O. is a philanthropic educational organization. True to the mission of pro-

moting opportunities for women, education continues to be the primary philan-
thropy of the P.E.O. Sisterhood. Since its inception, P.E.O. has helped more than 
122,000 women pursue educational goals by providing nearly $415 million in 
grants, scholarships, awards and loans and the stewardship of Cottey College, 
located in Nevada, Missouri.

Organized in 1930, Chapter B-Long Beach serves as Mississippi’s second 
oldest chapter and remains very active in the community.

For more information about P.E.O., visit PEOInternational.org and/or 
PEOMississippi.org.



March, 2024 11

secure the funds to do the restoration. So, not only a local effort headed by the mayor and his 
staff, but a statewide effort, as well, making it all possible, with State Representative Richard 
Bennett playing a key supportive role.”

“Through the years, so many have taken an interest in the Quarles House and have supported 
the work on the house, saving this valuable part of our local history,” Griffin said. “The community 
- from Long Beach school children who have studied Greenvale as a valuable part of our local 
history to previous City officials and State agencies - all contributed to this moment. We have 
been both impressed and moved by the care and commitment of those working on the project.”

In January 2023, following a year of negotiations, the Long Beach Board of Aldermen ap-
proved a contract for the restoration of the historic home, receiving nearly $2 million in funding 
from the Gulf Coast Restoration Fund. They say that investment is now paying off, as people 
from near and far away can learn about the city and area’s rich history at Greenvale while liter-
ally taking a stroll back in time at the iconic house and learning about the family who built it and 
helped lay the foundation for the city of Long Beach.

“WJ Quarles was an agriculturalist who was influential in putting Long Beach on the map as 
a center of truck farming, small-scale local farmers of fruits and vegetables that supplied local 
markets with fresh produce,” Griffin says. “Because Long Beach and the Quarles House were 
right on the railroad line, they shipped to northern markets, as well.  Quarles grew beans and 
corn and was particularly engaged in hybridizing pecans.” 

“When my brother and I were growing up, there were many different varieties of pecans which 
WJ had grafted and which we still picked up, cracked, and sold, primarily at Gulfport's 4-H mar-

ket,” Griffin recalls.  
“In 1915, our grandmother was sent as a Mississippi representative to the Panama-Pacific 

International Expo in San Francisco,” Griffin says.  “Pecans from WJ Quarles' orchard were ex-
hibited there as part of a ‘Grown in Mississippi’ display. This innovative and hard work from Long 
Beach's founders is a worthy foundation for the city today.  The continuing effort of the mayor, 
the City aldermen, and so many for positive growth in the community is the legacy of those who 
began to develop the area one hundred forty years ago.”

The legacy still lives on, through all the chapters of this founding family’s lives, past and pres-
ent, as reflected by some of the grave markers in the Quarles’ cemetery, located just west of the 
historic home. 

“The cemetery of about thirty-eight graves, which included the extended Quarles family and 
some friends, was started in the 1890s, when Merinda and WJ Quarles lost four children in the 
five years between 1892 and 1997,” Griffin says. “These children, all of the Quarles children 
born after my grandmother May, are buried there in a separate, gated enclosure, now beautifully 
restored with a headstone our mother [Mary Ellen Alexander] had erected years ago.”

But time marches on, and the legacy of Greenvale and its founders, WJ and Merinda Quarles, 
lives on, with the pages of history in the walls, halls and grounds of the newly refurbished, renovat-
ed and restored Greenvale.

“We hope the traits displayed by WJ and Merinda Quarles – their forward way of thinking, 
community involvement, collaboration with neighbors, hard work and emphasis on education - 
will continue to be a model for the citizens of Long Beach for years to come,” Jim Alexander says.

Quarles family’s historic home, Greenvale, gets a “new life”

Courtesy the Alexander Family    

The WJ Quarles family, pictured in front of 
Greenvale in 1906

Courtesy the Alexander Family    

A snapshot of the historic home before it was 
relocated to 179 East Old Pass Road.

Toni Miles    

Both WJ Quarles and his wife Merinda are 
buried in the Quarles family cemetery

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Before and after photos show the results of the careful and loving restoration process for Greenvale.

Toni Miles    

The original historical marker was saved and 
placed at the new Greenvale site.

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Quarles’ great-grandchildren, Jim Alexander (left) and Janet Alexander Griffin (middle), take a tour given 
by Long Beach Mayor George Bass (right) inside the newly restored Greenvale.

cont. from front page
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Perfect blend shows up for Coffee with First Responders event 
By Toni Miles    
  

Bankhouse Coffee Café and Coffee Shop was probably the safest place for any-
one in South Mississippi to be on the morning of Thursday, February 1. First 
responders, politicians, business leaders and members of the community made for 
the perfect blend at the Coffee with First Responders event hosted by the Long 
Beach Chamber of Commerce held at the Jeff Davis Avenue coffee house.

The event was free, open to the public and provided a unique opportunity for 
community members to network, meet and greet and show appreciation for the 
area’s first responders. 

The Long Beach Chamber of Commerce hosted the event several years ago, 
and Chamber leaders say any time of year is a good time to express gratitude and 
appreciation for local first responders, such as police and firefighters, who are on 
the front lines to protect and serve the community. 

“This is a great opportunity to bring everyone in the community together and 
really show appreciation for our first responders,” says Anna Claire Perronne, 
director of the Long Beach and Pass Christian Chambers of Commerce. “We have 
big events, such as Mardi Gras, and other events throughout the year, and we can’t 
do these events without them [first responders], so this is a great opportunity to 
show our support for them and thank them for everything they do for us.”

Besides expressions of in-person gratitude, coffee and pastries were provided 
free of charge for all first responders at the gathering. Police Chief Billy Seal, 
fellow police officers, firefighters and other emergency personnel were among the 
first responders who participated in the event.

“We’ve had a great turn out,” Perronne says. “We had more than fifty people 
show up. It’s wonderful!” 

One week later, on Thursday, February 8, the Pass Christian Chamber of Com-
merce also hosted a Coffee with First Responders event at 301: Venue on the Sce-
nic in the Pass. Coffee and pastries were also complementary for first responders 
who attended that event.

Pictured (l to r) are Frankie Castiglia with the Harrison County Development Commission, 
Ward 5 Alderman Mike Brown, Long Beach Police Chief Billy Seal, Alderman-at-Large 
Donald Frazer and Ward 6 Alderman Pete McGoey.

Courtney Cuevas, City of Long Beach Community Affairs Director 
(far left) and Anna Claire Perronne, Director of the Long Beach and 
Pass Christian Chambers of Commerce (second from left) take a 
photo with members of the Long Beach Police Department at the 
event.

Chamber member Bryce Wilson collected business 
cards at the appreciation and networking event.

All photos by Toni Miles    
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SETTING THE STANDARD
IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE SERVICES

direct 228-323-5812              office 228-388-5888
Dom@plrbiloxi.com                   www.plrbiloxi.com

Dom Fimiano
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Licensed Real Estate Professional

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck
• Gravel Driveways
• Bush Hogging/
  Brush Cutting
• Dirt Work
• Debris Removal

Patrick Blake
228-760-5296

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Our Bar is

SMOKE FREE

INSIDE 

VOTED

BEST

BURGER

830 E Railroad St, Long Beach, MS   PH: (228) 863-8725

CHECK OUT OURMARCH EVENTSON FACEBOOK

 228-864-0864
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228-388-5888

Leonora Young, Agent        www.plrbiloxi.com     Cell: (228) 337-0286       Email:  leonora@plrbiloxi.com

Oysters in the Pass project announced

Thursdays bring BINGO opportunity

$2,500 Drawdown Party planned to raise money for Camp Awesome

Historical Society plans 
two March events

The Pass Post    
  

Pass Christian Main Street has launched a public art installation project, Oysters 
in the Pass, which will establish a collection of artistically-painted oyster stat-
ues in and around the city. The project is intended to celebrate the historic 
link between Pass Christian and the natural oyster reef in the Mississippi 
Sound.

Each fiberglass oyster weighs approximately forty-five pounds and 
stands fifty-three inches tall, with a thirty-six-inch base. Once com-
pleted, oysters will be installed in approved locations in and around 
the city. The total number of chosen designs will be dependent on 
community sponsorships.

Artists who are interested in designing and painting an oyster 
sculpture for permanent public display are invited to submit designs. 
Designs may not contain logos, advertising, religious or political en-
dorsements or offensive material. No designs featuring mixed media or 
collage will be accepted.

Sculpture designs will be vetted by the Oysters in the Pass Design Committee 
and presented to community sponsors for selection. Judging will be by a “blind” panel 

The Pass Post    
  

Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church has begun a weekly BINGO night. Every 
Thursday, the church, located at 216 Saucier Avenue, will open its doors at 5:30 p.m. for 
a night of fun and cash prizes. BINGO starts at 7 p.m.

Attendees must be twenty-one years of age or older to participate, and everyone par-
ticipating must purchase at least one regular package BINGO set. Extra BINGO game 
sheets can be purchased, but only after purchase of a regular package set. Sharing of 
BINGO packs will not be allowed, and purchases must be made in cash. No checks or 
credit cards will be accepted.

No advance registration is necessary to participate. For more information, visit the 
event’s Facebook page, OMM BINGO, or call the church office at 228-452-4573. 

Special to The Pass Post    
  

Camp Awesome, an organization that provides overnight camps for individuals with disabilities, will 
be holding a $2,500 “Decade of Love” Drawdown Party on Saturday, March 9, at 6 p.m. With entertain-
ment provided by DJ Fantasy, the evening will also include food, a silent auction and a chance to win 
$2,500.

The annual drawdown is the main fundraiser for the Camp Awesome camps. The organization relies 
on adult volunteers and teenage counselors to organize and run the camps, and on the kindness of friends, 
family and strangers to support the drawdown to help raise the money it takes to put on the camps. All 
proceeds from the drawdown will be used to fund summer camp for children with special needs.  

Tickets to the event, which will be held at the West Harrison County Civic Center, are $50. Each ticket 
admits two adults, and only a limited number of tickets will be sold.  

Tickets can be purchased through PayPal at CampOfSMS@gmail.com or by Venmo @CAMPofSMS 
(Last 4 digits 1550), or a check can be mailed to 11296 Vidalia Road, Pass Christian, MS 39571. Ticket 
purchasers need not be present to win. For more information, call 228-547-2286. The Civic Center is 
located at 4670 Espy Avenue in Long Beach.

The Pass Post    
  

The Pass Christian 
Historical Society will 
have two events in 
March. The first, set 
for Monday, March 
11, will feature local 
author Mike Fitzwil-
liam, who will speak 
on the topic “Do You 
Know How Places Got 
Their Names?” The 
program will begin at 
7 p.m. and is open to 
the public for free.

The group will hold its monthly luncheon on 
Monday, March 25, at noon. The speaker, author 
James W. Miller, will reveal the untold story of 
James Hart, a forgotten American whose adven-
tures helped pave the way for the United States’ 
emergence as an international power. 

Lunch will begin at noon, and the cost is $12 for 
members and $15 for non-members. Those who 
plan to attend are asked to make lunch reservations 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 22. Reservations and 
more information are available by calling 228-452-
7254 or emailing Reservations@PassHistory.org. 

The Historical Society is located at 201 East Sce-
nic Drive in Pass Christian.

who will not see artists’ names with the designs. Chosen artists will receive an initial 
payment of $150, along with a kit of approved paint. Once the completed oyster 

statue is delivered, the artist will receive an additional payment of $350, as 
long as the final delivered project adheres to the original submitted design. 

Those who wish to submit a design are encouraged to visit PassMain-
Street.com for submission guidelines and forms. All designs are due 
by March 15 at 5 p.m. Final art and location selections will be com-
pleted in the spring, and artists will have an approximate two-month 
completion time frame, as installation is planned for summer 2024.

Members of the community who are interested in partnering with 
Pass Christian Main Street on this initiative are invited to contact 

Main Street for more information. Each oyster sculpture sponsorship 
is $2,500. Sponsors may suggest a location for their sponsored oyster, 

but final placement is subject to the approval of the Pass Christian Board 
of Aldermen and the Oysters in the Pass Team (OITP). Installation will be 

performed by the OTIP Team and the City of Pass Christian.
For more information, call 228-363-3325.
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Author event planned for March 26 Monthly community bike 
rides begin for spring

Sparklight internet awards 
$7,500 to library system

Program on succulents to be offered

Special to The Pass Post    
  

March 26 will bring a special dual-author event to the Pass Chris-
tian Public Library. Beginning at 6 p.m., two Missis-
sippi authors, Gerry Wilson and Margaret McMul-
lan, will have a conversation about Wilson’s debut 
novel, That Pinson Girl, and McMullan’s novel, 
How I Found the Strong. Both are historical fiction 
books that are set in Mississippi.

Wilson’s novel resonates with issues of race and 
class.  The novel pits a white teenage mother and a 
biracial sharecropper against prejudice in Mississip-
pi in World War I.  That Pinson Girl 

unfolds in lyrical, unflinching prose, engaging the timeless issues of 
racism, sexism and poverty.

McMullan is the recipient of a National Endow-
ment of Arts Fellowship in literature and a Fulbright 
to teach and research in Hungary.  She is the author 
of nine award-winning books.  Her most book is a 
memoir based on her research in Hungary, Where the 
Angels Lived: One Family’s Story of Loss, Exile and 
Return. Her award-winning novel of the Civil War, 
How I Found the Strong, is twenty years old this year.

The event is free and open to the public.  Pass Chris-
tian Books will have copies of the author’s books available for purchase. For more 
information, call 228-452-4596.

Special to The Pass Post    
  

The monthly community bike ride, Pedal in 
the Pass, kicks back off for the spring on Thurs-
day, March 14.

The free event, which takes place on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month, 
is described as “an easy, no 
drop bicycle ride” through 
downtown Pass Christian, with 
riders invited to conclude the 
evening with an optional Dutch 
treat group dinner at one of the 
downtown restaurants.

Future ride dates include April 11, May 9, June 
13, July 11, August 8 and September 12.

All participants must have a bike and a helmet, 
and all ages are welcome.

Those wishing to participate should meet 
near Scenic Drive in War Memorial Park in Pass 
Christian. Weather permitting, the ride begins at 
6 p.m.

For more information, call  228-452-2453.

Special to The Pass Post    
  

Sparklight, a leading broadband communi-
cations provider, recently awarded a $7,500 
grant to Harrison County Library System, 
which includes the Pass Christian Library, 
through the company’s Charitable Giving 
Fund. The organization was one of twen-
ty-nine nonprofits across the company’s twen-
ty-four-state footprint that received grants 
totaling more than $125,000 during the most 
recent award period.

The Charitable Giving Fund, which annual-
ly awards nearly $250,000 in grants to local 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations served by 
the Cable One family of brands (Sparklight®, 
Fidelity Communications, Hargray, ValuNet 
Fiber and CableAmerica), concentrates sup-
port in education and digital literacy, food in-
security and community development. 

The Harrison County Library System will 
use the grant to purchase new children’s lit-
eracy stations that provide a safe, content-rich 
experience for its young patrons.

“The Harrison County Library System is 
thrilled to be a recipient of Sparklight’s com-
munity support,” said Sarah Crisler-Ruskey, 
Harrison County Library System director. 
“Our current children’s literacy stations are 
over ten years old, and we were not able to 
replace them with our most recent budget. It’s 
wonderful that Sparklight is helping us fill the 
gap.” 

Nonprofit organizations may apply for a 
grant during open application periods each 
spring and fall. Applications for spring 2024 
grants will be accepted April 1-30, 2024. For 
more information, visit www.Sparklight.com/
CharitableGiving.

Special to The Pass Post    
  

The Pass Christian Public Library and the Pass Christian Garden Club are partnering 
to host a garden program on “Satisfying Succulents” with Dr. Gaye Winter on Thursday, 
March 7, at 1p.m.   Dr. Winter will talk about various succulents and how to maintain them.

The program is free, and everyone is welcome to attend.  The Pass Christian Library is 
located at 111 Hiern Avenue in Pass Christian.  For further information, call 228-452-4596.

With unparalleled industry knowledge, experience, and local expertise, 
I'm the Mississippi Gulf Coast Real Estate expert you've been looking for.

Whether you're buying or selling, I can help you get the best deal.

$529,900
3 bed   2.5 bath   2,084 sqft 
Indulge in coastal living at its �nest with this 
meticulously crafted two-story beach 
cottage, situated within walking distance of 
the pristine shoreline. Custom-built to 
perfection, this residence exudes luxury with 
its upscale �nishes, abundant natural light, 
and tasteful use of natural materials 
throughout. From the moment you step 
inside, you're greeted by a sense of warmth 
and tranquility, thanks to the thoughtful 
design and attention to detail. With ample 
storage space, every corner of this home is 
optimized for both functionality and 
elegance. Whether you're seeking a perfect 
second home for weekend getaways, an 
investment property for rental income, or 
simply yearning for sunnier skies, this beach 
cottage o�ers the ideal retreat. Immerse 
yourself in the relaxed coastal lifestyle, where 
days are spent strolling along the sandy 
shores and evenings are �lled with the gentle 
sound of waves crashing nearby. Owner/A-
gent- Listing Broker is owner.

615 Ruth Avenue

 www.MississippiSouthRealty.com

Emily McDougall,
Broker & Company Owner
Licensed 2007, GRII, MRP

228-234-3550
Emily@mississippisouthrealty.info
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Royal Court hosts coronation ball, parade

By Toni Miles    
  

As with each year, Lenten season has arrived. Faithful Catholics throughout 
South Mississippi are now in the midst of the forty-day period of fasting and 
reflecting up until the Easter holiday, but people from all faiths and walks of life 
participated in local Carnival and Mardi Gras festivities during the weeks that pre-
ceded Ash Wednesday (the day after Fat Tuesday), including thousands of people 
who participated in the Carnival Association of Long Beach’s (CALB) traditional 
activities and celebrations this year.

The streets of downtown Long Beach were packed for the annual CALB Mardi 
Gras parade, which took place on the evening of February 3 this year, preceded 
by CALB’s annual royal coronation ball, which was held on Friday, February 2, 
where King Scott LXIV Junior Husband and Queen Rosalie 2024 Lisa Frazer, as 
well as their court, were decked out in their finest. 

Members of this year’s royal court and ball attendees were draped in sequins, 
jewels, royal costumes, tuxedos and floor-length gowns for this year’s ball and 
tableau, which was held at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School. The Top Cats 
provided live music and entertainment.

Queen Rosalie 2024 Lisa Frazer is a lifelong resident of Long Beach and a third-generation 
member of St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church and CALB. Frazer and her husband, Donald, 
share three children, Matt, Erin and Marley. 

King Scott LXIV Junior Husband is also a lifelong resident of Long Beach and parishioner of 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church. He and his wife Kali come from families deeply rooted 
in the Coastal community and have two daughters, Lilly and Rosie.

“It was a great Carnival season, and we are so very proud of the group of amazing individu-
als that comprised Team Husband-Frazer,” says CALB Queen Rosalie 2024 Lisa Frazer. “These 
people made the months-long commitment to help raise an incredible amount of money for St. 
Vincent de Paul School and other local charities, and we were honored to serve alongside them.”

Even light rain couldn’t dampen the spirits of the Royal Court members or the thousands of 
revelers who lined the streets of downtown Long 
Beach for the annual Mardi Gras parade.

Scattered sprinkles trickled from the sky at the 
annual celebration, but, more importantly, throws 
poured down on the crowd, as colorful floats and 
their animated riders rolled along the parade route.

Husband captured the parade spirit in a single 
sentence, “It can rain on parade day, but it won’t 

rain on our parade!” - and it didn’t.
CALB parade float winners in-

cluded Krewe of Sippin’ Away, 
CALB President’s Choice; Com-
bat Veterans Motorcycle Associ-
ation, Parade Chairman’s Choice; 
and Krewe of Cajun Persuasion, 
CALB Board’s Choice.

Sawyer Walters served as Parade Chair, and WLOX Good Morning Mississippi 
Co-Anchor Jaimee Dorris served as Grand Marshal of this year’s parade. 

Both Frazer and Husband agree it was the special time with family, friends and 
the entire community that will top their memories of the 2024 Long Beach Mardi 
Gras and Carnival season, including the Royal Coronation Ball and the parade.

“The ‘French Quarter Follies’ theme was such a fun way to end the season in 
celebration with family and friends at the beautiful Coronation Ball, as well as the 
Long Beach Mardi Gras parade,” Frazer says. “As an added bonus, we all come 
away with the reward of new and special friendships and some unforgettable 
memories!”

Proceeds raised by the CALB events go right back into the local community, 
benefitting Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic School and other coastal charities.

Mike Garza, From the Lens Photography    

Pictured (l to r) is the 2024 Carnival Association of Long Beach (CALB) Royal Court, front row: Ball Captain 
Eddie Seal, Royal Pages to King Scott LXIV Ethan Shavers and Lilly Husband, and Royal Pages to 
Queen Rosalie 2024 Christian Mink and Beckett McCaffrey; and back row: Maid Tiffany Brett and Duke 
Christopher Brett, Maid Elizabeth Mink and Duke Thomas Ferrell, Maid Reagan Stovall and Duke Patrick 
Stovall, Maid Brayden Seal and Duke Daniel Dubuisson, Maid Erin Hale and Duke Sawyer Walters, King 
Scott LXIV Junior Husband, Queen Rosalie 2024 Lisa Frazer, Maid Courtney Cuevas and Duke Hunter 
Welch, Maid Christine Ladner and Duke Darren Ladner, Maid Anna Stirrat and Duke Nate Stirrat, Maid 
Stephanie McMahon and Duke Ryan McMahon, and Maid Greta Fornea and Duke Ruffin Fornea. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze     

CALB King Scott LXIV Junior 
Husband celebrates in the 2024 
CALB annual parade.

Special to Long Beach Breeze     

The good times rolled at CALB’s Annual Mardi 
Gras parade in Long Beach on February 3.


