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A sign of progress in the City’s Gateway Project

New LBSD CTE Center slated to open for 2024-25 school year

By Toni Miles  
  

There is literally a sign 
of progress when it comes 
to the City of Long Beach’s 
Gateway Project, as the 
Streetscape Signage Project 
is now well underway.

A new sign heralding the 
different types of business-
es, such as a skin care studio 
and antiques, operating in 
the hub of the Friendly City 
now welcomes those pass-
ing through or driving along 
Highway 90 in Long Beach. 
The sign is perched at one 
of the busiest intersections 
in the city, Jeff Davis Ave-
nue and Highway 90.

By Toni Miles  
  

“Two roads diverged in a wood…
and I took the one less traveled by, 
and that has made all the differ-
ence.”

- Robert Frost, in his poem “The 
Road Not Taken”

While a majority of graduating 
seniors choose the common “road” 
to pursue a college or universi-
ty degree, others opt for the “road 
not taken.” Among them are high 
school students who are gifted in 
vocational areas, such as welding 
or carpentry.

These are gifts and career paths 
that leaders of the Long Beach 
School District (LBSD) don’t want 
to overlook, and that’s just one rea-
son why they’ve decided to invest 
millions of dollars to pave a wid-
er pathway to success for students 
seeking vocational careers right out 
of high school through construction 
of a new Career and Technical Edu-

cation (CTE) Center. 
More than one hundred people, 

including State representatives 

and City leaders, current and for-
mer leaders of LBSD, and repre-
sentatives from the University of 

Southern Mississippi were on hand 
for the May 11 groundbreaking for 
a new, multimillion dollar CTE 
Center that will provide additional 
opportunities and classes for voca-
tional students in the Long Beach 
School District.

“This is so important to our com-
munity and our students. They’re 
now going to have another oppor-
tunity to be able to make sure that 
they are as successful as they pos-
sibly can be once they leave the 
doors of Long Beach High School,” 
said LBSD Superintendent Dr. Ta-
lia Lock, who is a Long Beach High 
School graduate herself.

The 2,800-square-foot facility 
will open new doors for students 
choosing to go straight into the 
workforce upon graduation to work 
in fields such as carpentry and 
welding. 

Expected to be complete in July 
of next year for the 2024-2025 

It’s part of Long Beach’s 
$4.3 million Gateway Proj-
ect, which is being imple-
mented in two phases. The 
new street sign is part of 
the first phase of the proj-
ect, which includes wel-
come signs at the intersec-
tion of Jeff Davis Avenue 
and Highway 90, as well 
as at the intersection of 
South Cleveland Avenue 
and Highway 90, designed 
to draw tourists to the city’s 
harbor area. Once complete, 
phase two will begin, which 
includes harbor parking lot 
improvements and a light-
house.

Toni Miles  

The sign, perched at the intersection of Jeff Davis Avenue and Highway 
90, is part of phase one of the city’s Gateway Project.

Toni Miles  

Pictured is a rendering of the Long Beach School District’s new Career and Technical Education (CTE) Center.

Toni Miles  

The sign features several types of 
businesses operating in the Friendly City.

cont. on page 6
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Seamstress Available   228-206-2595   We’ll pay sales tax

Time to Buy Now
QUALITY USED FURNITURE

Klondyke Plaza   528 Klondyke Road    Tuesday - Saturday   10AM - 5PM

LINENS • JEWELRY • POTTERY

TREE SPECIALISTS

Discount Loyalty Card and Military Discount Available

We take pride in providing
exceptional customer service.

You can find us at our new location
7486 Beatline Road in Long Beach MS

228-265-8646
JestersWineandSpirits@gmail.com

Scouts BSA Troop 321 backpacks 
the historic Tuxachanie Trail

By Guest Columnist Tommy Carroll  
  

Boy Scouts of America High Adventure Troop 321 from Long Beach recently trav-
eled to Perkinston, Mississippi, to backpack the historic Tuxachanie Trail.  Four scouts 
and two leaders from the troop braved forty-degree temperatures to keep their skills 
sharp and to enjoy doing what scouts do – enjoying the outdoors!

The troop was transported on their bus by Assistant Scoutmaster Terry Togstad to their 
drop off.  Scouts Max Elenbaas, Nate Pyron, Nick Sokolowski and Addison Carroll, 
along with Assistant Scoutmaster Jason Pyron and Scoutmaster Tommy Carroll, set out 
on the trek from the Highway 49 Tuxachanie Trailhead early on a Saturday morning.  
Temperatures for the day were perfect for backpacking.  The cool weather and crys-
tal-blue sky gave the hikers the opportunity to see numerous wildlife and foliage native 
to the area as they trekked through the Longleaf and Loblolly pines.  

For lunch, the scouts stopped at Airey Lake Campground, where they were able to 
enjoy the luxury of a picnic table to eat their lunch, as well as a public bathroom.  At 
the end of their first day, they hiked across Spike Buck Branch bridge, a bridge that 
they, themselves, had helped repair for a recent Ea-
gle Scout project for one of their fellow troopmates, 
Colin Christensen.  The bridge was a very welcome 
site to the scouts and their leaders, who planned on 
camping for the night on just the other side of the 
bridge at a clearing that is part of the Bigfoot Horse 
Trail Loop.  

Temperatures that evening were predicted to drop 
down to the lower 40s, and the scouts, living up to 
their motto, were prepared with cool-weather jackets and sleeping bags.  That evening, 
they enjoyed their meal in camp and refilled their water bottles by filtering water from 
the nearby stream, Spike Buck Branch.  They sat around their campfire telling stories 
and jokes, doing skits and trying to scare each other with their favorite ghost stories.  

The following morning, the scouts were reverent and paused their camp breakdown in 
order to hold a chapel service around the campfire.  Shortly after, they hit the trail again, 
again enjoying the cool and clear weather.

About a mile before the end of their journey, the trail runs along the bank of the Tuxa-
chanie Creek.  The scouts couldn’t resist and had to go dip their feet in the water.  

At the end of the trail, the scouts arrived at their destination at the P.O.W. Camp, where 
they awaited their ride.  While waiting, the scouts checked on a previous service project 
that they had completed there of building bat houses.  Shortly after their arrival, Assistant 
Scoutmaster Wordie Carroll arrived, and the scouts were on their way home with more 
memories and stories.

Troop 321 is a high adventure troop from Long Beach.  In addition to the Boy Scouts 
of America program, the troop is working its way around the country, with an objective 
of seeing the seven wonders of the contiguous states.  Its next high adventure destination 
as a troop is to Washington state, where they will visit Mount Olympic National Park 
and hike the one-hundred-mile Wonderland Trail around Mount Rainier in 2024.  Scouts 
in Troop 321 hail from Diamondhead, Poplarville, Gulfport and Long Beach.  

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

Pictured (l to r) on their Tuxachanie Trail adventure are Scoutmaster Tommy Carroll, Nick 
Sokolowski, Addison Carroll, Nathan Pyron, Max Elenbaas and Assistant Scoutmaster 
Jason Pyron.
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Zombies spread kindness message at CES
Special to Long Beach Breeze   
  

Coast Episcopal School’s (CES) 
sixth grade class recently presented 
Roger Emerson and John Jacobson’s 
Zombies The Musical to parents and 
the school’s student body.

The story, which includes a script 
filled with funny zombie referenc-
es and six pop and Broadway-style 
songs, was created to inspire an an-
ti-bullying theme for school com-
munities.  The production’s overall 
message - that bullying is not okay 
and that all people, no matter how 
different, should be treated with kind-
ness - reiterates the Long Beach inde-
pendent school’s commitment to the 
same sentiments.

“Our students surprise me on a 
daily basis with their enthusiasm for 
learning,” said CES Head of School 
Jake Winter. “Taking part in a produc-
tion that spreads a message of kind-
ness and acceptance for all was not 
just fun, it was touching to watch.” 

CES’ fifteen sixth graders danced 
and joked their way throughout 
the production, which was directed 
by sixth-grade teacher Angela Co-
legrove.  Music was coordinated by 
music teacher Jody Smith, and Mak-
erspace and art teacher Tarah Herbert 
designed the set. According to Co-
legrove, the students enthusiastically 
added their own variations to the mu-

sical’s script and choreography.
“The students love to perform and 

requested a musical early in the school 
year,” said Colegrove. “The theme of 
acceptance is something we practice 
every day in our classrooms, and the 
cheeky humor written throughout the 
show suited our student personalities 
too well; we just had to do it. “

“What I loved most about perform-
ing the musical was getting to spend 
time with my friends,” said Dax 
Hansell, who played the lead role.

“It was really fun learning [the mu-
sical] along with my friends and shar-
ing our weaknesses and strengths,” 
said singing and dancing cheerleader 
Hadley Mayfield. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

Coast Episcopal School sixth graders recently presented Zombies the Musical, 
promoting kindness and acceptance for all with funny zombie references and songs.
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Seafood. Steaks. 
Burgers. Poboys. 

Salads. Pastas 

504 Jeff Davis Ave, Long Beach Mississippi, 39560    228-867-8949

Harbor View Cafe

where the coast meets & eats

Winner of 18 People's Choice awards

Monday 11am-3pm
Tuesday-Friday 11am-9pm

Saturday 8am-9pm
Sunday 8am-3pm

830 E Railroad St, Long Beach, MS   PH: (228) 863-8725

• Come Relax on our Outside Patio
• Our Kitchen is Open Late  

• Happy Hour 7 days a Week
• Live Music and Events

• Details on our Facebook Page 

Our Bar is

SMOKE FREE

INSIDE 

LaRosa awarded Key Club scholarship

Dom Fimiano  

Jillian LaRosa (center), a senior at Long Beach High School (LBHS), was recently 
named the recipient of the Kiwanis Club of Long Beach Key Club scholarship. LaRosa 
is a member of the LBHS Key Club, a student-led organization founded by Kiwanis 
International that encourages leadership development through service to others. The 
scholarship winner is selected by the Key Club sponsors and school counselors. 
LaRosa, who is also a LBHS Hall of Fame honoree, was presented with the $500 
scholarship at a recent dinner. Pictured (l to r) are Susan LaRosa (mother), Jillian 
LaRosa, Kiwanis Division 14S Lt. Governor Brian Lake, and David LaRosa (father).
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Your Locally owned South Mississippi
professional tree service.

For hazardous removal, trimming,
insurance compliance,  stump grinding.

State licensed and Insured.
Serving all of lower Mississippi.

TREE SERVICE

“Open Gym” to the rescue
By Marilou D. Horton  
  

For over twenty years, the City of 
Long Beach has provided a solution 
to summer boredom and a way to beat 
the Mississippi heat, and this year is no 
different. From June 6 through July 15, 
youngsters ages kindergarten through 
sixth grade are invited to engage in vari-
ous activities offered at the Long Beach 
Senior Center for as little as $15 per day 
or $50 a week.

Director Amanda Yarbrough said the 
program was held at O'Malley Field for 
many years but has since found a home 
at the senior center at 20253 Daughtery 
Road. Even though the "Open Gym" is 
offered from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m., Yar-
brough said children don't have to arrive 
as soon as the doors open, and they can 
also be picked up early; the price, how-
ever, remains $15. 

"They can sleep late and don't have to 
be here right at 8 a.m.,” said Yarbrough. 
“This is not as much a daycare as some-
thing just for them [the children] to do. It 
is something affordable, and parents can 
drop them off."

Activities at the gym will include bas-
ketball, volleyball, hockey, wall ball, 
soccer, baseball, softball and more, the 
director said. She added that, although 
organized games will be introduced, 
children with endless imagination often 
create and add many more. 

"We are in the movie room until 9 a.m. 
and then go into the gym for dodge ball,” 
said Yarbrough. “Various organized 
games exist, but the children often devel-
op their own." 

Store-bought games like giant Jenga 
and Connect-Four games are still a big 
hit.

On the last day of each week, the chil-
dren have what they refer to as "Fun Fri-
days." Yarbrough explained that, during 

the week, there is a container where par-
ents can leave donations, if they wish. 
Then, that money is used on Friday to 
treat the children with something special. 

"Sometimes we have enough for ice 
cream or even chicken nuggets."

The daily fee includes lunch and an 
afternoon snack; morning snacks and 
drinks are available for $1 each. School 
cafeteria food is delivered and served as 
the noon meal. Yarbrough said attendees 

are welcome to bring water bottles la-
beled with their names.

Parents must pay the total amount on 
Mondays to receive the weekly rate of 
$50. Aftercare is available - by the week 
only - and is priced at $40. 

"It is $40 for aftercare, whether one day 
or five days," Yarbrough noted. She add-
ed that she noticed attendance during the 
4th of July week has typically dropped 
over the years. As a result, the gym will 
close during that week and then reopen. 
Also of importance is that the Open Gym 
has no pre-registration.

This summer is the fifth year in which 
Yarbrough is in charge of the program, 
and working alongside her are her high 
school and college-age children and her 
mother, who is retired. It is truly a family 
affair for the Yarbroughs, she says. 

"We are at the gym daily and don’t 
leave until the kids do,” she said.

As the tradition of "Open Gym" in 
Long Beach continues, so does the di-
rector’s and the City’s desire to provide 
something affordable for everyone. 

“Camps are so expensive,” Yarbrough 
said. “This economical program allows 
the children of Long Beach to have fun, 
be safe, and stay busy.” It also provides 
flexibility for parents, she stressed.

For more information, contact the 
Long Beach Senior Center at 228-868-
7517. Amanda Yarbrough can be reached 
at AmYarbrough02@gmail.com.
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school year, the new CTE Cen-
ter will be located at 1 Bearcat 
Boulevard, across from the LBSD 
Central Services building on Com-
mission Road, and will be able to 
accommodate hundreds of students 
with an expanded curriculum and 
additional vocational and technical 
education classes, such as auto me-
chanics.

“We do now have CTE pro-
grams, but most of them are going 
to be college-bound type of CTE 
programs that we have, a program 
for business and finance,” said Dr. 
Lock. “We have a program for en-
gineering, nurse sciences, a teacher 
academy; but we don’t really have 
a vocational type of program such 
as auto mechanics, welding, things 
like that. Right now, we don’t offer 
that curriculum, so to be able to of-
fer these additional vocational, tech-
nical programs for some of our stu-
dents is one extra layer that we can 
provide to make sure they succeed.”

The cost of the new CTE facil-
ity and equipment rings in at a lit-
tle more than $10 million and will 
strengthen the district’s current CTE 
program, adding education and spe-
cialized training in the fields of auto 

mechanics, welding, carpentry and 
digital media.

“This is an investment in those 
students,” said Ward 1 Alderman 
Patrick Bennett, who helped spear-
head the project. “If you look in the 
workforce right now, a lot of the 
in-demand jobs require only high 
level technical training. We’re go-
ing to focus on some of the more 
industrial jobs on this campus. We 
also have implemented a program 
called work-based learning … ba-
sically, we can give students credit 
for any meaningful job experience, 
whether that’s working at an auto 
shop or Ingalls. We can get them 
on-the-job training where they can 
learn the soft skills, and we can ac-
tually give them credits through the 
high school.” 

“This is an investment not only 
in our kids, but it’s an investment 
in the city and our local economy,” 
Bennett said.

At the groundbreaking, Long 
Beach School Board President Tim 
Pierce pointed out the District was 
not going to rest on its laurels as be-
ing ranked number one in the state 
of Mississippi when it comes to ed-
ucation.

“Over the years, we have been re-
ally worried about those kids who 
may slip through the cracks, who 
may not have that opportunity be-
cause they’re not college bound,” 
Pierce said. “For me, we are giv-
ing these kids the opportunity to be 
productive and take part in society. 
I couldn’t be happier. We’ve done a 
lot of things over the years that I‘ve 
been very proud of, but I think this 
has got to be the top because for 
those kids, this is their future.”

Leaders pointed out that the in-
vestment has been years in the mak-
ing and required teamwork across-
the-board.

“At the beginning of the 2021-
2022 school year, Richard Bennett 
[District 120 Mississippi Represen-
tative] helped us secure the funding 
for the facility and for the equipment 
that we needed to make this become 
a reality. He saw this need for our 
community and for our students, and 
he fought hard for our Long Beach 
School District to get the funding 
needed to make this goal a reali-
ty,” Dr. Lock said before Bennett, a 
Long Beach resident who serves as 
Chairman of Education for the Mis-
sissippi House of Representatives, 

took to the podium at the event.
“A lot of people don’t realize 

Long Beach is the poorest school 
district of the six counties on the 
Coast,” Bennett said. “We did more 
with less than any other district that 
I know of, and you’re the number 
one school district in the state of 
Mississippi academically. That is a 
reflection of the community that we 
live in. It’s a reflection of our School 
Board, a reflection of our teachers, 
our leadership. Our schools are a re-
flection of our community.”

Leaders at the groundbreaking say 
they hope the new programs offered 
at the CTE Center will lead to even 
more students choosing to finish 
high school and to get their diplo-
mas.

According to the Department of 
Education, eight years after their 
expected graduation date, students 
who focused on CTE courses while 
in high school had higher median 
annual earnings than students who 
did not focus on CTE.

AnderCorp will be serving as the 
construction manager for the new 
CTE Center and will be working 
closely with MP Design Group on 
the project.

New LBSD CTE Center slated to open for 2024-25 school year

Toni Miles  

District 120 Mississippi State Representative Richard Bennett addresses the crowd at the 
May 11 groundbreaking.

Toni Miles  

The groundbreaking ceremony took place on May 11 on the site where the new CTE Center will be 
located in Long Beach.

Toni Miles  

More than 100 people, including City, State and educational leaders, showed up for the 
groundbreaking.

Toni Miles  

Long Beach School Superintendent Dr. Talia Lock shows the crowd a souvenir shovel at the 
groundbreaking.

cont. from front page
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COAST EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

5065 Espy Avenue
Long Beach, MS 39560

COAST EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Cherished and Engaged Students
• Toddler-Sixth Grades

• 7:1 Student-Teacher Ratio
• JOY FILLED 25 Acre Campus

• Collaborative, STEAM-based Curriculum
     (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math)
• Seemann Makerspace
• Gail Keenan Art Center
• After School Enrichment/Lagniappe Classes
• After School Care

• Transitional (Bridge Year) Kindergarten

 myces.org
ENROLL NOW!

228-452-9442

Photos by Ann Madden

Toni Miles  

Work continues on a new welcome sign 
at one of the entrances of the Long Beach 
Harbor.

Toni Miles  

A fence guards an area of the Long Beach 
Harbor that is still closed off until repairs 
are complete.

A rendering of what the completed sign will 
look like.

Toni Miles  

A group of people are shown launching their 
boat from one of the operational boat launches 
at the Long Beach Harbor.

Clean up and rebuilding continues at Long Beach Harbor
By Toni Miles  
  

Those who have weathered hurri-
canes and other storms throughout 
South Mississippi’s hurricane sea-
sons know how long it can take to 
clean up the damage and rebuild. 
The Long Beach Harbor is no ex-
ception, say City officials, especial-
ly considering the additional work, 
surveys and protocols that have to 
be followed to secure funding from 
the government to make the needed 
repairs, and work is still underway 
to mitigate the colossal damage left 
behind in Hurricane Zeta’s wake 
when it made landfall on October 
28 of 2020.

While boaters and other water-
craft operators can now launch 
from at least one section of the 
Long Beach Harbor, work is con-
tinuing in other areas, including on 
the northernmost launch pad and 
channel, which is expected to open 
soon.

Aside from this, debris is still be-
ing located via side-scan sonar in-
vestigation of the harbor, which has 
already revealed significant sunken 
debris, including three sunken ves-
sels, loose and floating portions of 
damaged piers throughout the har-
bor, trailing electrical components 
and water service lines.

A bathymetric survey of the Long 

Beach Boat Launch is expected 
to be carried out in the next few 
weeks, with emergency dredging 
of the channel and boat launch ap-
proach to follow the survey. The 
two southernmost boat launches 
are damaged and heaved, requiring 
further repairs.

A pile integrity testing program 
to investigate damage to the pilings 
is also underway. So far, ninety 
percent of the inspected pilings are 
damaged in some way.

Assessments of electrical damage 
are also taking place, with the land-
side electrical platforms still being 
reviewed. More than fifty percent 
of all pier electrical components 
have been determined to have more 
than fifty percent damage due to ex-
tensive pier damage to the pilings. 

Meanwhile, failed bulkheads and 
seawalls have moved and shifted, 

and a non-destructive investigation 
of the pavements, sidewalks and 
bulkheads (sidewalks and pave-
ment that have sunken, settled and 
buckled) has been planned. 

City leaders say, based on pre-
vious hurricane damage, there is 
always unknown debris locations 
throughout the harbor, and, while 
the City is doing its best to assess 
and mitigate these damages, those 
who use the harbor are urged to ex-
ercise extreme caution until repairs 
are complete. The City will provide 

updates as further information from 
damage surveys continues.

While harbor repairs have been 
a long-time coming and an ardu-
ous process, the City’s efforts are 
paying off. A new welcome sign at 
the Long Beach Harbor is almost 
complete as work in and along the 
harbor continues.
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PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Weekly In-house Worship:
Sunday at 10:00 AM and Wednesday at 7:00 PM.

The services are also broadcasted live via Zoom.
To request a Zoom link, please contact Pastor Dave at 

gracepastordave1@gmail.com 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Grace Lutheran Church

C�ne�ing People with Jesus ST. PATRICK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

www.stpatrickslongbeach.org
www.facebook.com/StPatricksEpiscopalLongBeachMS

310 North Cleveland Ave., Long Beach, Mississippi  39560

Sunday mornings at 10 or via Facebook
The Rev'd Jane Bearden, Pastor

Check our website or Facebook for info

Sunday Service 10:15
We live the Truth we know!

· New Thought
· Diverse Community
· Sacred Sanctuary
· Abundant Living

· Spiritual Wholeness
· Positive Path for Spiritual Living

· Practical Spirituality

1700 E. Railroad St. Gulfport, MS     (228) 871-7004     unitygulfport.com

Contact Keith for church ads keith@longbeachbreeze.com

Family programs, preschool story 
time and book sales on tap for library

By Guest Columnist Renee Rayburn, LBPL Youth and Technology Services   
  

Have you registered for summer reading? Time is running out, so don’t forget the deadline 
for doing so. Online registration began May 1, and it ends on May 31.  Visit the library’s website 
at www.LongBeach.lib.ms.us and click on the bright orange “Click here…” button.  

Preschool events will still be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:30, however, we do ask 
our parents who normally attend preschool story time to please register for the family programs 
if they will be attending any of these, as well.  

Check out the schedule of events that shows both preschool story time and all family pro-
grams.  

Any families interested in painting a ceiling tile for the children’s wing must first be registered 
for summer reading, and second must sign a form in the children’s wing reserving their tile. Tiles 
are limited to one per family.  

The book sale will continue through June.  Remember, it is open only on Saturdays begin-
ning at 9 a.m.  Prices are ten cents each for magazines, twenty-five cents each for paperbacks, 
and fifty cents each for hardbacks, audiobooks and movies.

There are no meetings scheduled in June for the Long Beach Board of Trustees or the 
Friends of the Long Beach Public Library.

Thank you for your patronage and, as always, stay safe!

     
TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  JUNE 1 JUNE 2 JUNE 3 

  

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Theme – Dinosaurs 

I’m Bad!  
by Kate & Jim McMullan 

10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Family Coloring Day 

Bring in an old white t-shirt 
and design a fresh new look! 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Family Puzzle Challenge  
How fast can your family 

complete a puzzle? 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm  

JUNE 6 JUNE 7 JUNE 8 JUNE 9 JUNE 10 
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 

Fabric Crayon T-shirts! 
Bring in an old white t-shirt 

and design a fresh new look! 
10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
DEPART OF MARINE 

RESOURCES 
Boat & Water Safety 

10:30 am 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Fabric Crayon T-shirts! 

Bring in an old white t-shirt 
and design a fresh new look! 

10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
INSTITUTE FOR MARINE 

MAMMAL STUDIES 
10:30 am 

 

JUNE 13 JUNE 14 JUNE 15 JUNE 16 JUNE 17 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Theme - Father’s Day 
Froggy’s Day with Dad  
by Jonathan London 

10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Marvelous Mammals - Learn 

what makes a mammal. What 
is a habitat? Why is the beaver 
skull flat on top? Students will 
investigate skulls, fur, tracks, 

and much more! 
2:00 pm 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Theme - Father’s Day 
How to Surprise a Dad 

by Jean Reagan 
10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Trivia Pursuit Challenge and 

Family Game Day  
10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
MOVIE & POPCORN DAY 

The Peanuts Movie 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

JUNE 20 JUNE 21 JUNE 22 JUNE 23 JUNE 24 
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 

Theme – Summer 
One Magical Day 

 by Claire Freedman 
10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Decorate a Ceiling Tile for the 

Children’s Wing (Day 1) 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Theme - Chalk Art 
Summer Wonders 

 by Bob Raczka  
10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Decorate a Ceiling Tile for the 

Children’s Wing (Day 2) 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm  

 

JUNE 27 JUNE 28 JUNE 29 JUNE 30  
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 

Theme – Beach 
Turtle and Snake’s Day at the 

Beach 
 by Kate Spohn 

10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
CANINE COACHING WITH 

CHRIS - A Family Pet Training 
Program for those with (or 
thinking of getting) a dog. 

10:30 am  

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 
Theme – Tugboats 

I’m Mighty! 
 by Kate & Jim McMullan 

10:30 am 

FAMILY PROGRAM 
Learn about trees with 

members of the Long Beach 
Garden Club and make a 

family tree craft. 
10:30 am  
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Program sprinkled with librarian’s love for reading, families
By Carole Kelly   
  

Long Beach reading enthusiasts who met the much-publicized May 31 registration dead-
line are set to participate in a summer program specifically geared toward the entire family.

The Youth and Technology Services Specialist at the Long Beach Public Library, Renee 
Rayburn, has worked tirelessly to create a summer program that is not only exciting but 
family-friendly. Entitled "All Together Now," the month-long event features activities, special 
programs, movies and presentations of interest for the entire family.

A librarian for over twenty-seven years, Rayburn's love for reading and children is evi-
dent in books she has selected for preschool storytime 
during June and her desire to connect families through 
the library. Even though planning and orchestrating 
the summer reading program is quite a feat, Rayburn 
devotes the extra hours because of the children. 

 "It's the kids, just the kids, that keep me going. 
When they stop to show me all the books they want to 
check out, it's great. It's them; they are important. They 
[the children] have made it their library," she explained. 
Her love for reading and children is reflected by the 
books she selects for the younger patients during the 
summer reading program and how she collates activ-
ities into storytime. 

When visiting the facility in Long Beach, it is evident 
that children and reading hold a special place in this 
librarian's heart. Much of the decorations in the children's wing, which was destroyed during 
Katrina, have been crafted by the youth who adopted that portion of the library as their own. 

An inviting focal point is a brightly-colored theater, carefully painted by young volunteers. 
In the entryway is a homemade cabinet containing sci-fi books bought and donated by an 
avid teen reader. In addition, a room used by high school students is now adorned by paint-
ed bearcat paws. Young readers have been encouraged to claim that portion of the library 
as their own, and they have done it with incredible flair.

Summer program activities for families will include a coloring day, puzzle challenges, 
movies, and more, but standouts are the special programs designed for the month-long 
program. The schedule consists of a boat and water safety presentation by the Department 
of Marine Resources and a visit from the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies. Also on the 

agenda is a session on family pet training and a visit from the Long Beach Garden Club.

●	Department of Marine Resources: The legislature created the Department of Marine 
Resources (MDMR) as a new state agency in 1994 to manage Mississippi's coastal 
resources through the authority of the Commission on Marine Resources (CMR). The 
MDMR is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and conserving the marine interests of 
Mississippi for present and future generations. Their presentation for library attend-
ees in June will focus on staying safe in the water, whether swimming somewhere 

along the Gulf Coast or boating with their friends and 
families.

●	 The Institute for Marine Mammals Studies: A visit 
from the Institute for Marine Mammals Studies will in-
struct young and old attendees on mammal character-
istics and their natural habitats. During the sessions, 
students will explore skills, fur, tracks, and more, ex-
plained Rayburn. The Institute for Marine Mammal 
Studies is a research organization in Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi, dedicated to education, conservation, and 
research on marine mammals in the wild and captivity.

●	 Dog Trainer Christopher Lamy: Lamy, who holds 
a law degree from LSU, worked as a dog trainer in 

Mandeville, Louisiana, for two years before opening Canine Coaching with Christ.  
An Air Force veteran, Lamy said, “I use my extensive dog-psychology knowledge, 
coupled with an extreme love for dogs and love of teaching.”  In his presentation at 
the Long Beach Library, Lamy will provide tips on dog training for participants with 
dogs or those considering purchasing or adopting a pet.

●	Long Beach Garden Club:  The local club will teach children and parents about trees 
and then instruct them on creating a tree-related craft.

See the “All Together Now” calendar for specific dates and times set for the many activi-
ties and presentations. Events are open only to those who registered before May 31.
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STRONG ROOFING,INC.
We are local since 1988 and have been ever since

2701 Pine Avenue, Gulfport, MS PH: 228-313-3997 ask for Sarge Alonzo

INDIVIDUALIZED ROOFING OPTIONS STORM DAMAGE EXPERTS CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

100% financing availableMS. License R#07131   Fully Insured

DeFillips named new coach 
for LBHS boys soccer program
Special to Long Beach Breeze  
  

Matthew DeFillips was recently 
named the new head coach of the 
Long Beach High School Bearcats 
boys’ soccer team. 

Long Beach School District 
(LBSD) Athletic Director Shane Rut-
ledge says he is eager to work with 
DeFillips.

“We are excited to have 
someone with Coach De-
Fillips’ experience and 
soccer acumen take over 
the boys’ program. I look 
forward to its continued 
success under his leader-
ship,” Rutledge said.

 DeFillips says he is 
honored to have been 
selected to lead the boys’ 
program and looks for-
ward to continuing their 
success.

“I’m excited for this 
incredible opportunity to 
serve in this community and school 
district that is so supportive of their 
soccer program,” DeFillips said. “I’m 
very aware of the recent success that 
the boys have achieved and am hon-

ored to be entrusted with leading the 
boys’ program into this new chapter. 
I look forward to adding to the great 
foundation that Coach Wilburn has 
built. My family can’t wait to join the 
community and get started!”

Superintendent Dr. Talia Lock says 
she is excited to welcome DeFillips 
to the Bearcat family in Long Beach.

“Coach DeFillips brings with him 
a history of pushing his 
teams to be their best on 
the field and in the class-
room. I look forward to 
watching our Bearcat 
boys’ soccer program 
continue their champi-
onship legacy under his 
direction,” Lock said.

DeFillips is a graduate 
of Delta State University, 
where he played soccer 
from 2010 to 2012 and 
served as the team man-
ager from 2012 to 2014. 
He comes to Long Beach 

from Cleveland Central High School, 
where he has served as head coach of 
the men’s soccer program since 2017 
and also the women’s soccer program 
from 2019.

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

Matthew DeFillips

Mary Ann Sessions
 
Mrs. Mary Ann Sessions, 94, passed 

away on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, 
at St. Martin’s in the Pines in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. Funeral services 
were held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 
21, at Porter Funeral Home, with Rev. 
Mike Dowd officiating. Visitation 
was Sunday from 2 p.m. until service 
time at the funeral home.  Interment 
was held on Monday at Long Beach 
City Cemetery, in Long Beach, Mis-
sissippi.  Porter Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Mary Ann was born June 24, 1928, 
in Winston County, Mississippi.  She 
was a graduate of Lobutcha High 
School, East Central Community 
College, and the University of South-
ern Mississippi.  She was a longtime 
resident of Long Beach, Mississip-
pi, where she was a school teacher 
for many years at Long Beach High 
School.  During her retirement years, 
she relocated to Winston County, 
Mississippi, and more recently to 
Birmingham, Alabama.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Austin Sessions; her par-
ents, Clara Watts Tabor and William 
Earl Tabor, Sr.; her sisters, Ruth 
Kitchens, Becky Dorroh, Betty Lou 
Burchfield, and Doris Steed; a sister-
in-law, Frances Tabor; and her broth-
ers, Tuck Tabor and William E. “Bill” 
Tabor, Jr.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Beth (Walter) Sorensen of Truss-
ville, Alabama; a son, Joe (Millie) 
Sessions of Pensacola, Florida; a 
brother, Larry Tabor of Starkville, 
Mississippi; four grandchildren, Lia 
Sorensen, Laina Sorensen, Bryan 
(Ariel) Wheeler-Sessions, and Mark 
Sessions; and two great grandchil-
dren, Henry Wheeler-Sessions and 
Cooper Wheeler-Sessions. She is also 
survived by a large extended family 
with whom she was very close.

Memorials may be made to Ru-
ral Hill Methodist Church (Winston 
County, MS) or M. D. Anderson Hos-
pital (Houston, TX). 

To sign the guestbook, please visit 
www.porterfuneralhome.net.

OBITUARY
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By Marilou D. Horton  
  

While women's "Pop Up Groups" 
have emerged as a new way to meet 
friends, they aren’t only that -- some 
host events around town to support 
local businesses and charities. 

On Friday, May 5, a new group 
called Long Beach Gal Pals spon-

sored meals for Equal Steps Veterans 
Home. According to group found-
er Jamie Taylor, the gals and Access 
Control Group owner Cliff King sup-
plied meals for the veterans and raised 
over $200 for Equal Steps.

"We had a food truck and lawn 

games,” said Taylor. “The rain put 
a slight damper on things, but sure 
enough, our ladies and families came 

to support Equal Steps Veterans 
Home. Veteran-owned ‘Who Datz’ 
food truck brought food to the event." 

Admission was $5, which provid-
ed meals for the veterans, and all 
proceeds went to the veteran's home. 
Over sixty-five guests attended the 
family-friendly event. 

Gal Pals feed Long Beach veteransGal Pals feed Long Beach veterans
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306 Fleitas Ave.,
Pass Christian, MS,
PH: 228-452-4616

OPEN: Mon to Friday 7 to 3
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2378 John Hill Blvd.,
Gulfport, MS,

PH: 228-864-9352
OPEN: Mon to Friday 7 to 4
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228.864.9706
18012 Pineville Road, Long Beach, MS

Welcome Jeepers
From our Jeepin Family to Yours !

LBHS Bearcat Band captures sweepstakes award
By Marilou D. Horton  
  

Long Beach High School Direc-
tor of Bands Zac Cannon recently 
shared several outstanding moments 
he had witnessed while overseeing 
the overall band program at the three 
Long Beach School District schools. 
There have been many highlights, 
Cannon said, but scoring the Sweep-
stakes Award this year ranks at the 
top.

“This was something that has not 
been achieved since 2017, and these 
students had worked so hard to earn 
this,” said Cannon. “The students 
had tears of joy and were beyond ex-
cited. Seeing the students this happy 
was remarkable.” 

The Long Beach High School 
Band received All-Superior ratings 
at the marching, concert and sight 
reading competition. Also on the list 
of accolades was ranking seventh at 
the 2022 State Marching Champion-
ship.

Most recently, the band went on 
their first trip in over a decade. The 
destination was Disney World, and 
the group performed at the Magic 
Kingdom as the Premier Marching 
Band. Students leading the band 
were drum majors Payton Parsons, 
Noelle David and Aidan Drake. 
Cannon added that all his band 
members are incredibly hard-work-

ing students who stand out “in their 
own special ways.”

The musicians impress the direc-
tor with solid work ethics and the 

desire to improve daily. 
“These students also love and en-

joy music and making music,” Can-
non said. He noted there are current-

ly several students in the band pro-
gram at the high school who plan to 
major in music when they head off 

cont. on page 14

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

The Long Beach High School Band claimed the Sweepstakes Award this year, the band’s first sweepstakes title since 2017. 
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Rester honored with 
Red Rose Award
Special to Long Beach Breeze  
  

Brook Rester, co-owner of the 
Dolce Bakeshop, was recently pre-
sented with the Red Rose Award by 
the local Alpha Upsilon Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG). The 
Red Rose Award is presented annu-
ally to a female leader who resides or 
works in the chapter area and whose 
accomplishments benefit education 
and the status of women in education 
leadership roles. The award included 
a framed certificate and a symbolic 
red rose pin with gold details.

Chapter leadership says that Rest-
er’s contributions are many and defi-
nitely make a positive difference in 
her community. Rester enjoys host-
ing week-long baking camps for chil-
dren, where she teaches basic kitchen 
safety and the science behind baking. 
She has a place in her bakery called 
“Gather,” where she offers baking 
classes and also rents the space to oth-
ers for photography, painting classes 
and various other teaching/learning 
opportunities. 

In addition to being named one of 
the 100 Most Successful Women on 

the Mississippi Gulf Coast, Rester 
has been featured several times over 
the years in the Gulf Coast Woman 
magazine. Additional accolades in-
clude having her baked goods pre-
miered in the Lifetime movie Christ-
mas in Mississippi and also winning 
Gulf Coast Best Small Business of 
Long Beach for her recipes and input 
on topics such as choosing the perfect 
wedding cake. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

Brooke Rester

BEAUTIFUL 3-story, 3100 sq/ft home with 2 LARGE master 
bedrooms and LARGE game room 1000 feet from the beach

Why pay $300+ per square foot for a home to be near the beach 
only to climb high stairs to get to your front door? This beautiful 
home is on a concrete slab and no stairs to your front door at just 

$182 a square foot, and near the beach !

As you pull into the new circular driveway, and you walk into the 
grand entry way front door you are greeted by 20 foot cathedral 

ceilings in the formal living room area (26 x 15) with a new 
granite real fireplace with an awesome wood fireplace mantle 

ready for your beautiful family portraits.

Features a dining area off the kitchen next to back yard double 
French doors and a formal dining area as you enter the home.

The downstairs master  (28 x 13) has a huge jacuzzi tub, new tiled 
shower, big closet with double sink vanity. Inside the master BR 

downstairs is another room for an office or reading room.

Downstairs has two more bedrooms and a separate double sink 
bathroom with a new tub/shower and tiled walls.

On the 2nd floor of the home is a large game room (19 x 19) and 
on the 3rd floor is a large 2nd master bedroom (21 x 13) with a 

huge closet .

All new paint inside and out, with new designer, luxury vinyl 
flooring in the entire home. A brand new energy efficiency 5 ton 
HVAC system to cool and heat your home! All new stainless steel 

appliances!

New exterior fence around the entire yard and with a double gate 
for your motorhome or boat. Includes another single large gate 

for your mower and landscape tools.

For a viewing call or text Buddy Hall at 228-222-1500.
$575,000 or Make Offer, 23 Pelican Cove Lane, Long Beach, MS 39560
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Eddy Blake VFW Post 3937
Steak Dinner first 3 Fridays each month, Pork Chop on the last Friday: 5 to 8 PM

$18 A great steak, tater, bread & salad.

Breakfast first 3 Saturdays of the month: 7 to 10AM $7 

 Call in your order at 228-863-8602 after 12:00 on Friday or come by the
Post at 213 Klondyke Road and order in person.

No Membership required.

cont. from page 12

Military, Police, Fire,Teacher Discounts
We speak Dog & Cat 

We'll give your Dogs & Cats loving care
Scratchpay Payments Accepted

Dr. Joey Kaletsch, DVM
Member of the American Veterinary Medical Assoc. 

6083 Beatline Road, Long Beach, MS, 228.865.1696
Mon - Fri 7:30 to 5pm

Use our convenient online shopping & shipping @ www.bovh.net

LBHS Bearcat Band captures 
sweepstakes award
to college. “I know for sure we have one that is going to Mississippi State next 
year and will major in music education. She [Noelle David] was one of our 
drum majors this past year and is our first chair french horn player.”

Band is vital for all secondary school programs, Cannon stressed. He said 
it teaches many disciplines that can be carried throughout life, such as team-
work, persevering through difficult situations and not allowing failure to deter 
one from progress. 

“Band - and music in general - applies to all academics. It helps students to 
study and practice mathematics, science and history, as well as helping with 
language. “

Taking his band to the Florida theme park was a special event for the high 
school director. His father, Jeff, was a band director for thirty-three years who 
remains active through judging, teaching and directing/managing the Missis-
sippi Lions All-State Band. 

“My first ever trip to Disney World was with the Pearl [High School] Band 
when I was about four years old, and I got to see my dad and his band do the 
Main Street USA Parade,” recalls Cannon. “I also got to march in the parade 
twice as a student in the Pearl Band.” 

Participating in the parade in Disney World and retracing those steps taken 
with his father was a full-circle moment for Cannon, he said. 

“I have been around band my entire life, and I grew up wanting to do what 
my dad did,” said the younger Cannon. 

Cannon is predominantly at the high school in Long Beach, but he, as well as 
the other band staff members, float to Harper McCaughan Elementary School 
for the sixth-grade band and instruct seventh- and eighth-grades classes at the 
middle school. 

“I organize the marching band. I plan the camps, rehearsals, shows and com-
petitions and communicate with the staff on plans and goals. I also oversee our 
symphonic band program and plan concerts.”

It takes a village, or a team of educators, to create a successful band depart-
ment. Those in the Long Beach School District, in addition to Cannon, include 
Assistant Director and color guard instructor Nathan Waycaster, Assistant Di-
rector/Middle School Director/Jazz Band Director Adrienne Cocco, visual in-
structor and choreographer Megan Bradberry, front ensemble instructor Holly 
Brown and drumline instructor Jalon Cooper. 

Even with the achievement of numerous goals in 2023, Cannon says the 
Long Beach High School Band will proceed in their pursuit to be the best they 
can be. 

“We hope to continue building our competitive marching band and strive for 
the Sweepstakes Award again. We also hope to bring back our indoor percus-
sion ensemble next school year,” Cannon concluded.

According to the Director of Bands, the programs at all three Long Beach 
schools aim to continue their march to success….without missing a beat.

“As your Sheriff, it will be my mission to lead public 
safety in Harrison County by diligently pursuing 

excellence and professionalism all while reflecting 
the values of the community we serve.”

VOTE FOR 
MATT HALEY 

SHERIFF
SNAP THIS QR CODE 

TO DONATE

WWW.MATTHALEYFORSHERIFF.COM 

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck
• Gravel Driveways
• Bush Hogging/
  Brush Cutting
• Dirt Work
• Debris Removal

Patrick Blake
228-760-5296

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Home of the Amazing $995* 
Complete Auto Paint Special with Clear Coat !

 We Waive Insurance Deductibles Up to $1000 on Most Insurance Claims
Why Pay Retail When You Can Have Great Paint & Body Repairs at Wholesale Prices
Make Your Older Car Look New Again! (We also paint boats, RV's and motorcycles)

Call or Text Buddy Hall 228.222.1500
*Large trucks & vans slightly more

Save Money with
Quality Paint & Body

Safe Haven Baby Box bill signed into law
By Toni Miles  
  

Mississippi Governor Tate 
Reeves signed several bills into law 
on April 24, including one (House 
Bill 1318) known as the Safe Hav-
en Baby Box bill, legislation driv-
en greatly in part by Caitlin Kelly, 
a South Mississippi nurse who has 
adopted and fostered children her-
self. Kelly was among dozens on 
hand for the signing ceremony held 
at the State Capitol in Jackson.

The legislation helps clear the 
way for Long Beach to install the 
state's first Safe Haven Baby Box 
(SHBB), which is used to provide 
a safe place for people to anony-
mously surrender newborns they 
are unable to care for. The box will 
be installed at Central Fire Station 
on Klondyke Road once funding 
is complete. This new legislation 
extends the length of time for new-
borns to be surrendered from just 
seven days to forty-five days with-
out prosecution.

The local SHBB fundraising goal 
of $20,000 has already been half-
way met, and the baby box is ex-
pected to be installed and available 
for use by the end of this year. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

South Mississippian Caitlin Kelly (front row, third from right), a 
nurse who has adopted and fostered children herself was on hand 
as the Safe Haven Baby Box bill was signed into law.

Special to Long Beach Breeze  

Governor Tate Reeves signed a number of bills into law on April 24 
in Jackson, including the Safe Haven Baby Box legislation.
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People from all walks of life join forces for Day of Prayer
By Toni Miles  
  

A lot of prayers were going up throughout the entire na-
tion on May 4, marking the 72nd annual observance of the 
National Day of Prayer, started in 1952 by a joint act of 
Congress, and South Mississippians from all walks of life, 
faiths, vocations and ages joined together for the City of 
Long Beach’s National Day of Prayer observance at Long 
Beach City Hall.

“Pray Fervently in Righteousness, and Avail Much,” 
a Biblical Scripture found in James 5:16, was this year’s 

theme, and there was a packed house at City Hall. 
Local leaders and pastors from throughout South Mis-

sissippi led prayers for family and youth, churches, busi-
nesses and work places, education, the military, state and 
local police, fire and other first responders, arts, media and 
entertainment, and the executive, legislative and judicial 
branches of government.

This year’s National Day of Prayer event in Long Beach 
was organized by Coordinator Brenda Rolison and fellow 
members of the area’s National Day of Prayer group.

All photos by Toni Miles

Local pastors and leaders from churches throughout the area led prayers for 
sectors such as military, arts, media and entertainment and education.

Pastors from various faiths and churches 
throughout South Mississippi participated, and 
also led prayers, at Long Beach’s National Day 
of Prayer.

Local students were among those who gathered at City Hall for 
Long Beach’s National Day of Prayer event on May 4.

It was a packed house at Long Beach City Hall as residents, 
students, first responders, church members and local leaders 
gathered together to pray at event.

Long Beach Police Chief Billy Seal looks over the 
National Day of Prayer program at the prayer rally.

The theme for this year’s National 
Day of Prayer was “Pray Fervently in 
Righteousness, and Avail Much.”
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Jason D. Green, Manager

Riemann Family Funeral Homes
19130 Commission Road, Long Beach, MS,

228-865-4700
www.RiemannFamily.com

“The only funeral home in Long Beach since 1962”

Breathe with confidence.
 

Local establishment holds 
inaugural pet adoption day

By Toni Miles  
  

The overpopulation of animals, especially cats and dogs, is an ongoing problem 
year-round, but especially this time of year, according to the Humane Society of 
South Mississippi (HSSM). The non-profit operates daily to find forever homes for 
unwanted animals, and HSSM workers and volunteers venture outside their facility, 
located at 2615 25th Avenue in Gulfport, to hold special adoption events throughout 
the year in an effort to adopt out as many pets as possible.

One recent Saturday, Coastal Bar & Daiquiri, on Jeff Davis Avenue in Long 
Beach, served as host for one of the HSSM’s adoption events. Several dogs and 
puppies found their forever homes at this inaugural adoption day event, the first of 
many planned at the Long Beach establishment.

A raffle with prizes helped raise money for the HSSM, and the adoption event was 
followed by live entertainment and drink specials at the popular bar and restaurant.

The HSSM held a similar event, Rescue Doggy Day Out, at Shaggy’s locations 
in Pass Christian, Gulfport and Biloxi, on Saturday, May 20, where prospective pet 
parents had the chance to check out dogs on site, providing some with a forever 
home. Every dog from the HSSM at Shaggy’s received a free item off their Good 
Dog Menu. Volunteer dog handlers were given a $10 gift card to Shaggy’s, and ev-
eryone who adopted a dog at the May 20 event received a $25 gift card to Shaggy’s.

Another on-site HSSM adoption event, Rock ‘N Roll Over: Welcome to the Jun-
gle, is scheduled for Thursday, August 17, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Hard Rock Casi-
no and Hotel in Biloxi.

To volunteer or adopt a pet from the Humane Society of South Mississippi, call 
HSSM at 228-863-3354. For information about upcoming events, follow HSSM on 
Facebook.

Toni Miles  

Several dogs and puppies were adopted at an adoption day event held by the Humane 
Society of South Mississippi at Coastal Daiquiri Bar and Grill in Long Beach.

• All Types of New Flooring Installed, Decks & Sheds Built
• Concrete Driveways & Patios Installed
• Pressure Washing for Driveways & Homes
• Ceiling Fans & Lights Installed
• Complete Home Painting - Interior & Exterior
• Windows & Door Installation
• New Roofs Installed & Other Services at Your Request

Do You Have a Remodeling 
Project you Need Done 

Promptly & on Budget ?
We Have Remodeling & Construction 

Experience You Can Count On !

GOOD GUYS CONSTRUCTION
CALL or TEXT our Project Managers
Daniel Becker 504.339.9631 or Buddy Hall 228.222.1500

GOOD GUYS CONSTRUCTION
CALL or TEXT our Project Managers
Daniel Becker 504.339.9631 or Buddy Hall 228.222.1500
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Clay Mansell

ThePassPost.com

NEW HOURS: Mon to Sat 8:00AM to 1:30PM
Enjoy Breakfast All Day and  Lunch Starts at 11:30

Enjoy delicious American Southern cuisine, then memorialize your visit
with a special keepsake or gift next door at Robin's Nest in the Pass

Roberts Place Cafe : 233 Davis Ave., Pass Christian. 228.222.4031

Special to The Pass Post  
  

The Spring issue of Coastal Living has named 
Pass Christian on its list of Best Places to Live on 
the Coast for 2023. It is the first time a Mississippi 
Gulf Coast community has been named to the list.  

Citing Pass Christian’s natural beauty, including 
“picket fences, historic cottages and moss-decked 
Spanish oaks,” the article calls “The Pass,” as it 
is lovingly known by locals, “a gleaming, sweet 
place with affordable real estate on offer to raise a 
family and embrace a true Gulf lifestyle of stroll-
ing, kayaking, crabbing, boating and birding; and, 
of course, pass the time on tidy gracious little 
porches.” 

“To be named alongside coastal cities like Ki-
awah Island, South Carolina; Kihei, Hawaii; and 
Laguna Beach, California, is an incredible and 
well-deserved honor for Pass Christian,” said 
Judy Young, chief executive officer at Coastal 
Mississippi Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. “As 
a destination marketing organization, we firmly 
believe that tourism is the front door to econom-
ic development—especially for those looking to 
relocate or retire to a place with a temperate cli-

mate, excellent quality of life, and many attrac-
tions and amenities. We have all of that in Coast-
al Mississippi, and now even more people will 
know just how great the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
and Pass Christian in particular, really [is].” 

“Pass Christian is grateful to be selected as one 
of the Best Coastal Places to live in the U.S.,” 
added Pass Christian Mayor Jimmy Rafferty. ̒The 
Pass’ is a charming city with a picturesque har-
bor, award-winning charter fishing, and the oldest 
yacht club in the South.”

“Our city also boasts excellent restaurants, a pre-
mier school system, vibrant festivals (Art in the 
Pass, Jazz in the Pass, etc.), hospitality at its finest, 
and breathtaking views of the Gulf of Mexico,” 
said Rafferty.

Each year, Coastal Living names the Best Places 
to Live on the Coast. For 2023 the list includes (1) 
New Buffalo, Michigan; (2) Vero Beach, Florida; 
(3) Bandon, Oregon; (4) Pass Christian, Mississip-
pi; (5) Ocracoke, North Carolina; (6) Laguna Beach, 
California; (7) Kiawah Island, South Carolina; (8) 
Apalachicola, Florida; (9) Bar Harbor, Maine; (10) 
Kihei, Hawaii; (11) Havre de Grace, Maryland; and 
(12) Barnstable, Massachusetts.  

Coastal Living names Pass as 2023 
Best Place to Live on the Coast

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Dom Fimiano
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
Licensed Real Estate Professional

EXIT Prestige Luxury Realty

direct 228-323-5812              office 228-388-5888
dominick@exitbiloxi.com                   exitbiloxi.com
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The Rotary Club of Pass Christian will hold Paddle the Bay with a 5K as 
its 2023 fundraiser on Saturday, June 24. The annual event, which serves as 
the club’s only fundraiser for the year, will be held from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
at Henderson Point Park in Harrison County, at the base of the Bay Bridge. 
Last year’s event raised over $30,000.

After securing monetary sponsors, Pad-
dle the Bay participants can paddle around 
Mallini Bayou or across the bay in kayaks, 
canoes or on paddleboards. There will be 
buoys and spotter boats along the route be-
tween Highway 90 and the railroad bridg-
es, and participants can paddle at their lei-
sure, launching from Henderson Point Park 
or the Henderson Point boat launch.

Kayaks, if needed, are available to be 
rented by contacting Everything Kayak at 
228-865-1000.

For those who wish to stay on land, a 5K 
run is also an option. 5K registration be-
gins at 7 a.m., and the run will start at 8 
a.m.

The suggested minimum donation is $50, 
and the top three participants with the most 
money donated will win the golden paddle, 
silver paddle or bronze paddle, as well as 
other prizes. The event is billed not as a race on the road or the water, but 
rather a race to raise the most money, so running or paddling is not required.

Event day will include food, beverages, music and a silent auction. All 
proceeds will benefit the community work of the Rotary Club of Pass Chris-
tian, which was founded in 1924 and, in addition to being one of the first 
two hundred Rotary Clubs in the world, is also the oldest service organiza-
tion in Pass Christian. 

To register or for more information, visit the club on Facebook, or call 
Paul Ellis at 228-343-1559 or Marshall Smith at 228-493-3305. Mail dona-
tions may be sent by check payable to The Rotary Charity Trust Fund at P.O. 
Box 143, Pass Christian, MS 39571.

Special to The Pass Post  
  

The Juneteenth in the Pass com-
mittee has been hard at work orga-
nizing a day-long event in obser-
vance of Juneteenth.  

The Emancipation Procla-
mation ended slavery in the 
Confederacy, but it wasn’t 
applied nationally until 
two years later, on June 19, 
1865. Today, the holiday 
is the most popular annual 
celebration of emancipation 
from slavery in the United 
States.

The celebration, set for 
Saturday, June 17, will begin 
with the “If Not You, Then 
Who” Brunch at 10 a.m. at 
the J. W. Randolph Center.  
The brunch, with Leon Roberts as 
keynote speaker, will honor five 
community activists who serve in 
a voluntary capacity and work to 
achieve the common goal of unity 
and love for all.  Activists honored 
will include Joseph Piernas, Sr., El-
eanor Jones, Mary Bowser, Patrick 

Special to The Pass Post  
  

The Pass Christian Marsha Barbour Community Center will host several 
summer camp sessions, beginning in June.

Swim camp will be held from June 5 through June 9.
June 19 through June 23 will bring “Explore the Best You,” a STEM camp 

for girls.
And karate camp will be held June 26 through June 30.
Limited spots are available for each camp. For more information or to 

register, call 228-263-0703.

Special to The Pass Post  
  

June 8 will be the next Pedal in the Pass, a community bicycle dinner ride. 
Pedal in the Pass, a free event, takes place on the second Thursday of each 

month. Future ride dates include July 13, August 10, September 14 and Oc-
tober 12.

The activity is described as “an easy, no drop bicycle ride” through down-
town Pass Christian, with riders invited to conclude the evening with an 
optional Dutch treat group dinner at one of the downtown restaurants.

All participants must have a bike and a helmet, and all ages are welcome.
Those wishing to participate should near Scenic Drive in War Memorial 

Park in Pass Christian. Weather permitting, the ride begins at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 228-452-2453.

Special to The Pass Post  
  

The Pass Christian Historical Society will hold its monthly luncheon on Mon-
day, June 26, at noon. The group will welcome author Mike Bunn, who will 
speak about Mississippi history from 1798-1840.  His latest book, Old South-
west to Old South: Mississippi, 1798-1840, explains how Mississippi’s early 
development shaped the state and continues to define it today.

Lunch will begin at noon, and the cost is $12 for members and $15 for 
non-members. Those who plan to attend are asked to make lunch reservations 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, June 23. Reservations and more information are available 
by calling 228-452-7254 or emailing Reservations@PassHistory.org. 

The Historical Society is located at 201 East Scenic Drive in Pass Christian.

Walker, Sr., and Alva Singleton. 
Tickets for the brunch are $35 per 
person.  

At noon, the event will move 
outside for a free community June-

teenth celebration, complete with 
entertainment by DJ Mixx Maestro 
and food and craft vendors on site.  
The celebration will end at 5 p.m.

The J. W. Randolph Center is lo-
cated at 315 Clark Avenue in Pass 
Christian. For more information, 
call 228-313-8033.
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298 Je� Davis Ave.

LONG  BEACH  BRANCH

(228) 897-8712 

                                 
Lorraine Miller, Branch Manager

 

June 24 is annual 
Paddle the Bay with a 5K 

Juneteenth brunch, celebration planned

Community Center to host summer camps

Pedal in the Pass is June 8

Author to speak on state’s 
history from 1798-1840

Special to The Pass Post

Check out our Website!
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200-year-old historic oak leveled by developers on Earth Day
By Toni Miles  
  

After months of heated debate, both inside and outside 
of Long Beach City Hall, on April 22, also Earth Day, de-
velopers moved forward with plans to remove a nearly 
200-year-old oak tree perched downtown at the corner of 
4th Street and Jeff Davis Avenue.

Many residents say they were shocked by the sudden 
removal of the historic tree, with roots older than even the 
existence of Long Beach as a city. As work got underway 
to remove the tree that Saturday morning, word spread 
quickly, drawing a crowd of dozens who watched with 
sadness, disbelief and anger over the tree’s dismantling. 

Some recorded the event. Others expressed shock over 
the fact it was even happening, considering the open dis-
cussions and outrage expressed in public and private fo-
rums over developers’ plans to remove the aged tree, as 
well as another oak situated on the property, to make way 
for a boutique hotel. Most said that the fact that work was 
being completed by masked workers, who worked from 
unmarked vehicles at the site, on Earth Day was like rub-
bing salt in their wounds. Before the tree was cut down, 
thousands of people had signed a petition requesting the 
city to stop developers with Phenom Investments, LLC, 
from removing the trees.

According to a post on the City of Long Beach’s Face-
book page, the Planning and Development Commission 
gave conditional approval to remove the tree in December 
of 2022, pending submission of site plans from the prop-
erty developers. According to the City, the Community 
Development Committee approved submitted plans for 
the hotel development on April 19, and two days later, on 
Friday, April 21, a permit was issued for the developer to 
remove the tree after all fees were paid that day. The next 
day, April 22, the oak tree was cut down.

A masked worker begins the task 
of dismantling, and ultimately, 
removing a nearly 200-year-old 
historic oak tree at the corner of 4th 
Street and Jeff Davis Avenue on 
April 22.

Caution tape sectioned off the site 
of the tree removal at the corner of 
4th Street and Jeff Davis Avenue on 
April 22.

Residents look on 
in shock as crews 
dismantle the aged 
oak tree.

Crews cut the tree down 
on Earth Day, April 22.

A stump was all that was 
left of the nearly 200-year-
old oak tree once crews 
were done with their work 
on April 22.

Once word got out that the historic 
oak tree was being removed, 
people took to the streets, some 
even in protest and holding Earth 
Day signs.

It took several hours to dismantle 
and remove the old oak tree.

All photos by Toni Miles

CHECK OUT THE EXPANDED ONLINE EDITION AT  LONGBEACHBREEZE.COM
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Gulf Coast Library honors 
long-time employees“Share the Shore” this 

spring and summer By Toni Miles  
  

Allisa Beck and Saidul Hassan were recently honored for their service to the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi’s Gulf Coast Library. Beck, who serves are the Arts 
and Humanities and Collection Management Librarian, was recognized for four 
decades of service. Hassan, who serves as the Library Technology Specialist, was 
honored for twenty years of service.

Audubon Mississippi staff recently found the first Least Tern 
nest of the year, and they expect colonies will grow quickly and 
new sites will develop. Beachgoers are reminded to “Share 
the Shore,” be careful where they walk on the beach, and 
avoid entering areas where pink flags marked “Protected Bird 
Area” are displayed. For more information about the area's 
Audubon organization, visit Delta.Audubon.org.

Allisa Beck (center) was recognized for forty years of service to the USM Gulf 
Coast Library.

Saidul Hassan (right) was recognized for twenty years of service to the USM 
Gulf Coast Library.

All photos Special to Long Beach Breeze

Photos Special to Long Beach Breeze
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DIRECTV 
HAS THE 
MOST LOCAL 
MLB GAMES
Regional Sports Networks req’d and add’l fees may apply. CHOICE Package or higher. Blackout restr’s apply.  Avail. of RSNs varies by zip code and pkg.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

•  Lock in your price today and get 200+ channels and over 45,000 on    
demand titles 

•  Download your DVR recordings to your devices at home and watch o�ine  
anywhere*

•  Store over 200 hours of HD recordings

•  Watch live sports,  breaking news, and your must-have shows and movies

*DIRECTV APP: Available only in the US. (excl Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device and data connection; data charges may apply. Not all channels available to stream. Limited to up to 5 concurrent streams. Restr’s apply. Visit directv.com/app for more information. Pricing: CHOICE 
$84.99/mo. for two years. After 2 years, then month to month at then current prevailing prices unless cancelled. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Advanced Receiver Service Fee of $15/mo. (which is extra and applies to all packages) and Regional Sports Fee of up to $13.99/mo. 
(which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher Pkgs.), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation charges, equipment upgrades/add-ons, and certain other add’l fees & chrgs. See directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. 
$10/MO. AUTOPAY AND PAPERLESS BILL DISCOUNT: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles (pay $10 more/mo. until discount begins). Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. 
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. All o�ers, packages, programming, promotions, features, terms, restrictions and conditions and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. Package, Advanced Receiver 
Service Fee, Regional Sports Fee (varies by zip code) and equipment fees for TV connections are included in two-year price guarantee. Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), protection plan, transactional fees, and Federal Cost Recovery Fee are not included in two-year 
price guarantee. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit. Visit directv.com/legal/ or call for details. Access HBO Max through HBO Max app or hbomax.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. 
Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of HBO Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see hbomax.com/terms-of-use for details. Programming and content subj. to change. Requires account to stay in good standing. Upon cancellation of your video service 
you may lose access to HBO Max. If you cancel your service, you will no longer be eligible for this o�er. Limits: Access to one HBO Max account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other o�ers, credits or discounts. To learn more, visit directv.com/hbomax. HBO MAX is used under license. 
Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. MGM+ is a registered trademark of MGM+ Entertainment LLC. ©2023 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE

for 24 months 
+ taxes and fees.

$8499*

MO.

w/ 24 month agmt.  Autopay and Paperless Bill req'd. Advanced Receiver Service
Fee  $15/mo. and Regional Sports Fee up to $13.99/mo. are extra & apply.

1-866-734-8519

By Guest Columnist Kelsey Neeley  
  

National Foster Care 
Month is an initiative of 
the U.S. Children’s Bu-
reau that seeks to increase 
national awareness of 
foster care issues. South-
ern Christian Services is 
joining in the effort to 
raise awareness for this 
year’s theme, “Strengthening Minds. 
Uplifting Families.” 

According to the Children’s Bureau, 
there are more than 390,000 children 
and youth in the foster care system 
nationwide. Eighty percent of those 
children and youth are experiencing 
significant mental health issues. This 
is four times higher than children in 
the general population.

There are two primary contributing 
factors to the development of a child’s 
mental health. The first is biology. A 
large majority of children served in 
the child welfare system are predis-
posed to mental health challenges at 
birth solely based on genetics being 
passed down to them from their bio-
logical family. The second contribut-
ing factor is environment. Children 
who enter the foster care system have 
been exposed to a wide range of ad-
verse experiences, such as substance 
abuse, deplorable living environ-
ments and abuse by the hands of those 
tasked with caring for them. Studies 
conducted by the CDC show that ad-

verse childhood experiences increase 
the likelihood of a child developing 
long-term emotional, physical and be-
havioral health issues as they age. 

While the odds seem stacked 
against our children, there is hope 
for healing. Research shows that the 
brain of a traumatized child can be 
healed through positive experiences. 
It is through repeated positive, safe 
and loving experiences created in 
connected relationships that a trau-
matized child can truly heal from 
the adversity they have experienced. 
Despite the hope offered for healing, 

mental and behavioral health contin-
ue to be one of largest unmet health 
needs for children and youth in the 
foster care system today. 

Considering these facts, Southern 
Christian Services is committed to 
meeting those needs by providing safe 
places for our Mississippi foster chil-
dren. One way we do this is through 
our therapeutic foster care program. 
This program utilizes a communi-
ty-based and trauma-informed ap-
proach to caring for children and 
youth with mental, emotional and 
behavioral challenges in the least re-

strictive environment possible. The 
program incorporates a “team” ap-
proach by directly engaging the ther-
apeutic foster parents and foster chil-
dren in the healing process. 

It is critical for everyone’s voice to 
be heard and valued in this process. 
By working alongside our therapeutic 
foster parents, we are able to provide 
our parents with practical tools and 
insights to help our Mississippi foster 
children reach their fullest potential 
and heal from the trauma they have 
experienced. 

In addition to providing targeted 
support to our foster parents, we also 
ensure every child has access to quali-
fied mental health therapists who spe-
cialize in treating trauma. 

As an agency, we envision a com-
munity where every child has a safe 
place to call home and the opportunity 
to thrive. You can help give our Mis-
sissippi foster children that opportuni-
ty by becoming a licensed therapeutic 
foster parent. 

To learn more about how you can 
change a Mississippi child’s life for-
ever, please visit our website at www.
SCSCY.org/TherapeuticFosterCare, or 
call 601-354-0983.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kelsey Neeley is 
a licensed master social worker who 
serves as division director of thera-
peutic foster care and adoption for 
Southern Christian Services for Chil-
dren and Youth, Inc.

Community encouraged to learn more about foster care during National Foster Care Month 

Print 
advertising
works!

CONTACT KEITH TODAY!
402.203.2644

Keith@LongBeachBreeze.com

The Long Beach Breeze & The Pass 
Post is a hyper-local newspaper 
that helps advertisers reach 
thousands of Gulfcoast 
individuals, a�ordably.

Put our skills and experience to work for you today.
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Summer day camps offered at Marine Education Center
Long Beach Breeze  
  

The The University of Southern Mississippi's Marine Education Center has 
opened registration for their 2023 summer camps, which include Sea Camp, Shag-
gy's Angler Camp, Sharkheads Shark Fest, Island Adventure Camp, and Ocean Sci-
ence and Technology Camp. The STEM-rich day camps will offer children who are 
interested in science and love being outdoors hands-on, immersive learning activi-
ties in a unique coastal setting.

Various outdoor activities, such as working aboard a research vessel, beach walk-
ing, kayaking, fishing and trail hiking, will be offered. 

Week-long camps, available for grades one through twelve, will begin June 5 and 

will continue through July 14. Prices range from $300 to $450 per camper. Trans-
portation to and from camp and meals are not provided. For a schedule of camp 
offering dates, ages, and prices, visit UMC.edu/MEC.

Scholarships are available for applicants who meet the eligibility requirement 
of underserved and underrepresented ethnicities and/or financial need. Scholarship 
candidates will be selected based on the criteria listed on the scholarship form, and 
there will be a limit on how many times a scholarship may be awarded to an eligible 
camper. One camper can only receive one scholarship per summer for a one-week 
camp experience; first time campers are given priority over all returning campers. 
Scholarship applications must be received by May 1.

For more information, visit www.USM.edu/MEC, or call 228-818-8095.
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Troop 321 finishes fire pit Troop 321 finishes fire pit 
project for churchproject for church

Troop 321, a High Adventure Boy Scouts of America Troop from Long Beach, recently 
broke in a new fire pit they built as a request from First United Methodist Church of Long 
Beach. The fire pit, an Eagle Scout project, is built at an angle lining up with the main doors 
leading into the narthex of the church, using the same pattern of the doors. Troop 321, 
which was formed in 2018 with a focus on high adventure and working with younger scouts 
in local camps, meets on Tuesdays from 6:30 until 8 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
located at 208 Pine Street. For more information about Troop 321, contact Scoutmaster 
Tommy Carroll at 228-547-3237.


