
PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
LONG BEACH, MS

PERMIT NO. 60
ECRWSS

Long Beach Breeze
P.O. Box 144, Long Beach, MS 39560

September 2022 • Volume 6, Number 9 • "Good News You Can Use"

Local Postal Customer

VETERANS
REALTY

www.veteransrealty.us
(228)864-3444 

facebook.com/veteransrealtyinc

Now Inside

By Toni Miles    

The grounds of Long Beach High 
School (LBHS) bustled with activ-
ity, even though it was a Saturday. 
Hundreds of people, including state 
and local lawmakers, school board 
members, teachers, faculty, parents 
and students were on hand for Long 
Beach High School’s Grand Opening 
on August 13, an official celebration 
of the newly-constructed and renovat-
ed high school. 

Those in attendance got a first-hand 
look at how $20 million in bond mon-
ey, approved by Long Beach voters in 
a 2018 referendum, has been invested 
at Long Beach High School and the 
city’s education system.

Several lawmakers, school district 
and community leaders addressed the 
crowd in the school’s new perform-
ing arts center after a ribbon cutting, 
including Long Beach High School 
Principal Justin Sutton, who shared 

By Toni Miles    

A labor of love and a site of celebra-
tion that was dedicated in April was 
marred just three months later, after a 
homeless man passing through South 
Mississippi allegedly vandalized the 
Marian Grotto Prayer Garden nestled 
behind St. Thomas the Apostle Cath-
olic Church in Long Beach on July 
15. A parishioner discovered the van-
dalism that same day after 6:30 a.m. 
mass. 

Although police quickly made an 
arrest, charging Matthew Seis with a 
felony charge of malicious mischief, 
parishioners are now faced with re-
storing the space, designated as a his-
torical site with a marker unveiled at 
the ceremony back on Palm Sunday, 
April 10 of this year.

Seis allegedly toppled a statue of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and an angel 

statue at the site. The reason Seis gave 
police was that he believed Catholics 
should not be worshipping (alleged) 
idols.

St. Thomas parishioners banded 
together the same day of the van-
dalism to pray a rosary around the 
desecrated space, while also pray-
ing for Seis, the alleged perpetra-
tor. They also covered the toppled 
statue of Mary. The statues have 
since been removed for repair/re-
placement. For the time being, a 
plant sits on the platform where the 
angel statue once stood, and another 
statue of Mary has been set up tem-
porarily. Parishioners are hoping to 
soon change that. 

Before the April 10 dedication, 
church members had worked hard to 
restore the garden and grotto at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church. Members 

how he’s already seen how the com-
munity’s investment has paid off. 

“Just the look on student after stu-
dents’ faces when they went into 
that [new basketball] gym…” Sutton 
said. “They knew they had something 
special to be sitting in. It’s a home 
court advantage, because you could 

hear that Bearcat pride reverberating 
down the halls and everywhere during 
games.”

“It’s more than that. The media 
center students get to be in now, the 
cafeteria, the classrooms that have 
great technology at the tips of their 
fingers for our students, the teachers. 

This community has done an amazing 
job of putting our students in the best 
possible environment for success. As 
principal of the school, on behalf of 
the teachers and students here, thank 
you so much for supporting us in ways 
so many people could only wish to be 
supported. We’re looking forward to 
educating our students and making 
them not only the best in Mississippi, 
but anywhere else that you can look.”

Some of the $20 million in bond 
money was used to upgrade security at 
the high school. A new and improved 
cafeteria, gym and classrooms, as 
well as other upgrades and additions 
to the school, also funded by the bond 
money, were all on display during a 
public tour at the open house.

“And the Long Beach School Dis-
trict has committed over an addi-
tional $6 million more of the district 
finances to support this project and 
to make additional renovations to 

Open house and open doors at Long Beach High School

Prayer garden vandalized at St. Thomas Catholic Church

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Long Beach School Board President Tim Pierce snips the ribbon at the LBHS Open House.

Photo by Toni Miles

A photo taken August 10 shows the vandalism of the Marian Grotto Prayer Garden behind St. 
Thomas Catholic Church has been cleaned up, with the broken statues of Mary and the angel 
removed. 

cont. on page 4

cont. on page 2



2 September, 2022

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Dom Fimiano
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
Licensed Real Estate Professional

EXIT Prestige Luxury Realty

office 228-388-5888               direct 228-323-5812
dominick@exitbiloxi.com                   exitbiloxi.com

TREE SPECIALISTS

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society had also raised money for 
the grotto. 

Parishioner Henry Schepens, Sr. donated the grotto to 
St. Thomas in 1972. The donation was in memory of his 
parents, Leo and Theresa Dauro Schepens, and the Vincent 
and Angelina Trippe Dauro family. The original site for the 
grotto was south of Bear Bayou and west of the church. The 
statue of the Blessed Mother in the grotto was donated to St. 
Thomas the Apostle in 1972 by A.C. Fayard. The following 
year, Helen Fayard rededicated the Statue of Our Lady in 
memory of her husband, A.C. Fayard, and their daughter, 
Helen Ann. David Fayard donated the landscaping. Two 
additional monuments in the prayer garden are the cherub 
fountain, provided by St. Thomas parishioners and Fr. Louis 
Lohan, and a statue of an angel holding a baby, known as 
“The Essence of Love,” which was donated by Steve and 
Kathy Day.

In recent years, the prayer garden has been visited more fre-
quently by parishioners and organizations to peacefully pray. A St. 
Vincent de Paul Society member mentioned the grotto and prayer 
garden needed improvements at a Society meeting. Spears said they 
met with Pastor O’Connell to request permission and discuss ideas 
on refurbishing the prayer garden.  

All of this hard work came to fruition back in the spring of this year. 
Now, in the wake of the vandalism, parishioners are praying for help 
and restoration.

“It has broken our hearts,” said Darlene Berry, past president of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. “We’d been working on it and got a lot 
of donations to help us.”

History repeats itself now that parishioners face the task of restor-
ing the Marian Grotto Prayer Garden, but they hold fast to their faith 
that the site will be restored soon.

Anyone wishing to help can make a donation to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society by visiting www.SaintThomasLB.org. Donors are 
asked to specify that their donation is for the grotto.

Prayer garden vandalized at St. Thomas Catholic Church

Photo by Toni Miles

A statue of an angel cradling an infant 
stands in the foreground at the April 10 
dedication of the Marian Grotto Prayer 
Garden. 

Photo by Toni Miles

The statue of Mary that was vandalized is shown 
covered on the ground next to a temporary replacement 
statue in the Prayer Garden. The vandalized statue of 
Mary is being repaired on-site by a professional.

Photo by Toni Miles

A statue of Mary stands in the Prayer Garden in this photo 
taken on April 10.

Photo by Toni Miles

The statue was toppled during a July 
15 crime of vandalism.

Photo by Toni Miles

A plant sits on the stand where the 
angel statue once stood before it was 
vandalized.

cont. from front page
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Winner of 18 People's Choice awards

Improvements coming to Long Beach Cemetery
By Toni Miles    

The City of Long Beach is moving 
forward on improvements to the Long 
Beach Cemetery, located at the corner 
of Girard Avenue and First Street. 

At the July 19 Long Beach Board of 
Aldermen meeting, Board members 
discussed and unanimously voted to 
move forward with Phase 1 of the cem-
etery improvements, approving the rec-
ommendation for solar lighting made 
by City Engineer David Ball, who sug-
gested a combined light and solar panel 
up-lighting solution, which clamps onto 
the cemetery’s flagpole.

The estimated cost for the improved 
lighting is roughly $500, which in-
cludes the price to obtain and install the 
lighting on the cemetery’s flagpole. 

At the meeting, the Board members 

decided to address drainage issues at 
the cemetery at a later time.

The cemetery is the final resting place 
for generations of families with strong 
ties and roots in the Friendly City.

By Toni Miles

Members of the Long Beach Board of 
Aldermen plan to address drainage issues 
at the cemetery in the future.

Photo by Toni Miles

The Long Beach Cemetery is located at the corner of Girard Avenue and First Street.

Photo by Toni Miles

The Long Beach Cemetery is the final resting 
place for several generations of families with 
roots and long histories in the Friendly City. 
Better lighting is coming to the cemetery in 
Phase 1 of an improvement project.
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HOURS:
Tuesday to Thursday 4 - 9pm
Friday & Saturday 4 to 10pm

Sunday Brunch 10 to 3pm 

217 East Beach Blvd. Long Beach, MS 39560

CHECK OUT THE NEW MENU ON FACEBOOK

Every Saturday this summer, we will feature live music
in Parrish's Longe. Reservations Suggested

We invite you to join us for Happy 
Hour in our sunset Lounge

4-6 Tuesday - Friday
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our existing buildings,” Long Beach 
School District Superintendent Dr. 
Talia Lock told the crowd.

“We’ve done everything you can 
do to make the citizens proud of our 
district, and we’re not finished yet. 
There’s still more to come,” said 
Long Beach School Board Presi-
dent Tim Pierce. “Thanks to [state 

representative] Richard Bennett and 
our legislators for helping us break 
ground. Hopefully in fiscal year 
2023, we’ll have our CTE build-
ing, our Career Technical Education 
Building. That is so important. The 
Career Technical Education facili-
ty is so crucial, because not every-
body’s bound for college. We are 

going to build a CTE building, and 
it’s going to have that technical edu-
cation for those children that are not 
college-bound but need an educa-
tion and need a trade. We are look-
ing forward to that.”

Parents of students who passed 
away during their high school years 
at LBHS were honored during the 

opening ceremony, and memorial 
bricks were also dedicated in the 
students’ honor at the event.

Following the Grand Opening, 
guests attended a Meet the Bearcats 
event at Lumpkin Magee Stadium 
to see the 2022-2203 football team 
scrimmage and to check out the 
newly-renovated turf field.

Open house and open doors at Long Beach High School

Photo by Toni Miles

Parents, teachers and local lawmakers are among those who filed in for opening remarks in the 
school’s Performing Arts Center.

Photo by Toni Miles

Long Beach High School’s new and improved basketball gym is just one of the many upgrades 
funded by $20 million in bond money.

Photo by Toni Miles

LBHS students, parents, school district leaders and lawmakers were among those who attended 
the open house.

cont. from front page
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Photo by Toni Miles

Pictured is the now-leveled site of the outdated and demolished Fire Station #3, which was torn down to make way 
for a new and improved facility.

By Guest Columnist Dr. Joey Kaletsch     

If you live on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
it’s not a matter of IF 
you will have to evacu-
ate for a hurricane, but 
WHEN you will have 
to evacuate. It does 
take some preparation 
to travel with pets. The 
first step in preparation is to make sure 
your pet is comfortable being confined 
to a crate.  

I recommend crate training for dogs 
and cats when they are puppies or kit-
tens.  Crate training can also aid tremen-
dously in house training a puppy. If you 
adopt an older pet, it should be one of 
the first things you do.  

The second step is to ensure your pet 

By Toni Miles     

Long Beach firefighters - they’re 
always on call and always ready to 
put their lives on the line for others, 
and their sacrifices have not gone 
unnoticed.

Plans are underway for honoring 
Long Beach firefighters, as City 
officials and leaders with the Long 
Beach Fire Department continue to 
iron out details for Fire Department 

is comfortable traveling in a vehicle.  
This can be accomplished by taking 
your pet on test rides. Some animals 
really enjoy riding, while other animals 
suffer from motion sickness or anxiety.  
If your pet suffers from one or both of 
these conditions, your veterinarian can 
prescribe medications to help.  It is a 
good idea to perform more test rides af-
ter giving the medications as prescribed 
to see how well they work. You and 
your veterinarian can work together to 
find the dose that works best. 

Have a travel plan, with a list of pet 
friendly hotels, shelters and rest stops.  
Mature animals can go longer periods 
without having to eliminate; however, 
puppies will have to make more fre-
quent stops.   

Make reservations in advance to en-
sure you have a place to stay with your 

memorial plaques. 
At the Board of Aldermen’s Au-

gust 2 meeting, Overstreet & Asso-
ciates Consulting Firm submitted 
prices for the plaques in aluminum 
and bronze. Aldermen unanimous-
ly voted to authorize the purchase 
of two bronze memorial plaques 
that will be on visible display at 
Fire Station #1 and Fire Station #2 
in Long Beach, at a cost of $2,212 
each. Six months ago, the Board 

pets.  I also recommend making a list of 
veterinarians along the route and in the 
area you will be staying. 

You may choose to board your pets 
once you get to the evacuation location; 
if so, make reservations as soon as you 
can. Bring a copy of your pet’s health 
records with you, and make sure your 
pet is up to date on all of their vaccina-
tions.  I STRONGLY recommend hav-
ing your pets microchipped, in case you 
get separated.       

Bring at least two weeks of food and 
medications with you. Sudden changes 
in diet can lead to gastrointestinal and 
pancreatic problems. Pets also suffer 
from anxiety, so talk to your veterinar-
ian about additional anti-anxiety medi-
cations.  

Bring litter and litter boxes. Some 
cats are very particular about the type of 

had approved $5,000 for these 
plaques.

Meanwhile, work continues to 
rebuild Fire Station #3 on Johnson 
Road in west Harrison County. The 
former, outdated building that once 
stood at the site has been leveled to 
make room for a new fire station, 
which will provide better coverage 
and service for businesses and resi-
dents in that area. 

At the August 2 meeting, Long 

litter they will use for elimination.  
Don’t forget leashes, collars and har-

nesses, as well as bags to pick up and 
properly dispose of feces.   

As with everything, proper planning 
reduces stress in stressful situations. 
but even the best plans can quickly go 
awry; so, having a “Plan B” and some-
times “Plan C” is a good idea. We can 
only hope that God’s plan for the Coast 
is for us to enjoy a storm-free hurricane 
season.    

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Joey Kaletsch 
is the general practitioner and owner 
of Beatline Oaks Veterinary Hospital. 
He is a member of the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association and the 
South Mississippi Veterinary Medical 
Association.

Beach Fire Chief Griff Skellie ap-
praised the Mayor and Board of the 
status of Fire Station #3. He said 
that Harrison County Fire Chief Pat 
Sullivan was in agreement with the 
conceptual drawings submitted to 
the Long Beach Board of Aldermen 
and would present it to the Harrison 
County Board of Supervisors.

The basic concept is for a 3,600 
square-foot building that will with-
stand 165 mph winds.

Pet preparations need to be made for hurricane season, also

A time for rebuilding and remembrance for LB firefighters

Photos of renderings presented for Fire Station #3 on Johnson Road 
in Long Beach.
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By Toni Miles    

After decades of environmental 
challenges and destruction, in-
cluding several hurricanes, the BP 
oil spill and the negative effects of 
prior openings of the Bonnet Car-
ré Spillway into the Gulf of Mex-
ico, the Harrison County Sand 
Beach Authority (HCSBA) has 
discovered a buried treasure in the 
nearby sands of the Pass Christian 
beach.  HCBSA workers recently 
found tracks in the sand that led 
to a nest with eggs laid by a sea 
turtle. They immediately called 
the Institute for Marine Mammal 
Studies (IMMS) to investigate the 
site, located just east of the Pass 
Christian Harbor.

“The nest was laid August 1 and 
reported in the morning. Tracks 
were very fresh, so the eggs were 
laid definitely laid some time that 
night,” said IMMS Stranding Co-
ordinator Theresa Madrigal. “We 
basically looked at the tracks to 
determine where the eggs would 
be. Then we located where the 
eggs were, and we put up barriers 
and signage around the area.”

After confirming the nest loca-
tion, IMMS crews marked off the 
area with stakes and flagging tape 
in an effort to protect the nest from 
harm while the eggs are incubat-
ing. 

“The eggs typically incubate 
for fifty to sixty days, and, when 
ready, the hatchlings will emerge 
from the sand, typically at night,” 
said Madrigal.  
“We expect 
to see hatch-
ing some-
time during 
the middle of 
September to the beginning of Oc-
tober.”

As for the species of the turtle, 
Madrigal says, “We are not one 
hundred percent certain which 
species of sea turtle laid the nest. 
Loggerhead sea turtles have been 
documented in past years laying 
nests on the mainland. IMMS has 
assisted with any reports of nest-
ing activity since 2012.”

“While the tracks seem to indi-
cate that this is likely a loggerhead, 
there has been some evidence that 
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles have 

nested in Mississippi. When the 
turtle is not physically seen or 
documented nesting, the tracks are 
used to determine species. Kemp’s 
Ridleys and loggerheads have 
very similar tracks. We will de-
termine the species after the eggs 
have hatched,” Madrigal says.

“Sea turtles will return to their 
natal beaches [the beaches from 

which they 
hatched] to 
lay their eggs 
once they 
reach maturi-
ty,” Madrigal 

says. “This means that sea turtle 
nesting events will likely increase 
on the Mississippi coast over the 
next several decades.”

As for this nest, it marks the first 
sea turtle nest found on mainland 
Mississippi in four years – since 
2018, and IMMS workers are 
keeping a close eye on it.

While more than one hundred 
eggs are believed to be in the nest, 
the odds of the hatchlings’ survival 
to maturity and reproductive age 
are very slim.

“Once hatched, the baby turtles 

will head out into the waters of 
the Mississippi Sound,” Madrigal 
says. “Everyone is hoping once 
hatched, these baby sea turtles will 
emerge and beat the odds, as only 
about one in 10,000 sea turtle eggs 
reaches adulthood.”

Meanwhile, keeping the eggs 
and nest safe is a top priority. 

Sea turtles are federally protect-
ed through the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. 

“It is illegal to tamper with a sea 
turtle nest, and doing so will result 
in financial penalties and potential 
imprisonment,” Madrigal says. 
“We have both staff and volun-
teers who are monitoring the area 
closely. We do not want to deter 
the public from going to view the 
nest, but ask that they stay outside 
the outer barrier that has been set 
up.” 

More details and updates are 
available on the IMMS webpage 
at IMMS.org. 

To report nesting sea turtles, 
hatchlings, or dead, sick or injured 
sea turtles, call the IMMS 24-hour 
hotline at: 888-SOS-DOLPHIN or 
888-767-3657.

First sea turtle nest in mainland MS since 2018 found nearby

Want to know more? Read our 
expanded article online at 

www.LongBeachBreeze.com!
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By Toni Miles    

Central Fire Station in Long 
Beach houses local heroes who 
are always on call, ready to as-
sist the community in times 
of tragedy, but, on July 29 and 
30, the fire station on Klondyke 
Road provided the setting for an-
other venue of goodwill to help 
the local community and those 
who are struggling financially, 
through the Express Donation 
Station to benefit Goodwill In-
dustries of South Mississippi’s 
Long Beach location.

Both days, people streamed 
into the parking lot at Central 
Fire Station to drop off donations 
at the drive. 

“As far as donations, we’ve 
collected a whole bunch of glassware, a personal heater and lots of 
clothes,” said Chris Durant, an employee with Goodwill Industries’ Long 
Beach store, on the second day of the donation drive, as he proudly showed 
a truck full of donations made by generous members of the community.

Durant said there was a great turnout on the first day of the collection, 
Friday, July 29, although they weren’t quite as busy collecting donations 
on the second day of the drive.

“I think the overcast weather may have kept some people from coming 
out here today,” Durant said, but he was quick to point out the wide range 
of donations they had collected so far at the two-day event, pointing out 
that every donation counts.

“It’s helping the community by helping those in poverty - one donation 
at a time,” Durant said.
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Central Fire Station sets staging 
area for helping locals in need 

Photo by Toni Miles

Goodwill Industries of South Mississippi set up 
a truck for donations last month during the two-
day drive at Central Fire Station in Long Beach.

Bench honors retired associate dean

Special to Long Beach Breeze

The University of Southern Mississippi Foundation recently honored Edward McCormack, 
retired Gulf Coast Library associate dean, with a special gift for his twenty-nine years of 
service to the University - a bench located under an oak tree near the library. The gift was 
presented to McCormack at his retirement reception this summer.

Special to Long Beach Breeze     

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) recently announced the ad-
dition of fifty-two highly regarded education professionals from across the state 
to serve on the Mississippi Teacher Advisory Council (MTAC) for the 2022-23 
school year.

Among those selected were Melissa Sanzin from Thomas L. Reeves Elementary 
and Tammy White and Haley Young from Long Beach Middle School.

The MTAC, formed in 2016, now includes 309 educators representing schools 
in urban and rural settings and an array of content areas, including general educa-
tion, arts, special education and career and technical education.

The MTAC aims to empower teachers to discuss topics critical to their success 
in the classroom and to share suggestions on how MDE can assist. In addition, 
members will provide feedback on a variety of MDE initiatives.

LB educators named to MDE council

Huey accepted to
Rural Physicians Program
Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Katie Huey, a Long Beach native and junior at the University of South-
ern Mississippi, was recently 
selected to participate in the un-
dergraduate portion of the Mis-
sissippi Rural Physicians Schol-
arship Program (MRPSP). Huey 
is the daughter of Andrew Huey 
and Anita Huey, both of Long 
Beach.   

Upon completion of all med-
ical school admissions require-
ments, the student can use the 
scholarship at the University of 
Mississippi School of Medicine 
or William Carey University Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine.  

During medical school, each 
MRPSP scholar may receive 
$35,000 per year based on avail-
able funding. 

Upon completion of medical 
school, MRPSP scholars must 
enter a residency program pro-
vide four years of service in a 
clinic-based practice in an ap-
proved Mississippi community of 15,000 people or fewer and located more 
than twenty miles from a medically-served area.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Katie Huey
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Getting the groove on at the Town Green
By Toni Miles    

As the scorching South Mis-
sissippi summertime tempera-
ture began to drop, the stage, 
crowds and dance floor heated 
up to a fevered pitch at the Harp-
er McCaughan Town Green 
in Long Beach the evening of 
Friday, August 5. People of all 
ages and from all walks of life 
rocked, danced and frolicked 
with the Da Real Band, the local 
headliner showcased in the Fi-

nally First Friday Live Concert 
Series for the month of August.

Da Real Band is the fourth 
band to take to the stage during 
this year’s Long Beach Live 
Concert Series, and the hun-
dreds of fans who turned out 
for the show were not disap-
pointed. Throughout the night, 
crowd-goers themselves pro-
vided entertainment, too, doing 
line dances, and couples got a 
little closer during the band’s 
slow songs.

Before the band took center 
stage at the August 5 concert, 
classic cars, Jeeps and hot rods 
rolled in and parked along Jeff 
Davis Avenue for all to see 
during the Cruis’n showcase 
beforehand at 6 p.m.

While Da Real Band was the 
fourth group to perform, there 
are two more live shows sched-
uled for this year’s lineup. Bar-
stool Cowboy will provide live 
entertainment Friday, Septem-
ber 9 (due to the Labor Day 

holiday weekend), and, on Oc-
tober 7, the group Starz is set to 
entertain.

All concerts in the series are 
free, open to the public, and 
start at 7 p.m. at the Harper 
McCaughan Town Green off 
Jeff Davis Avenue. Attendees 
are reminded to bring their own 
refreshments and lawn chairs 
if they desire to sit outside of 
the provided seating at the pa-
villion. Cruis’n starts at 6 p.m. 
before the concerts.

Photo by Toni Miles

Hundreds packed the Harper McCaughan Town Green concert venue August 5. Another 
concert is planned for Friday, September 9.

Photo by Toni Miles

Da Real Band thrilled the crowd at the live concert.
Photo by Toni Miles

People got close during slow songs played at the August 5 concert.

Photo by Toni Miles

Local car enthusiasts (from left to right) Randy Sibley, Ronald Tubbs, Emmie Tubbs and Jerry 
Jacobs sat back, relaxed and took a front row seat to check out the crowds and all the vintage 
cars and hotrods rolling down Jeff Davis Avenue’s August 5 Cruis’n event.
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PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Weekly In-house Worship:
Sunday at 10:00 AM and Wednesday at 7:00 PM.

The services are also broadcasted live via Zoom.
To request a Zoom link, please contact Pastor Dave at 

gracepastordave1@gmail.com 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Grace Lutheran Church
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ST. PATRICK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

www.stpatrickslongbeach.org
www.facebook.com/StPatricksEpiscopalLongBeachMS

310 North Cleveland Ave., Long Beach, Mississippi  39560

Sunday mornings at 10 or via Facebook
The Rev'd Jane Bearden, Pastor

Check our website or Facebook for info

Visit and honor elderly with Adopt a Grandparent Day opportunities
Special to Long Beach Breeze    

Adopt a Grandparent Day is observed the Saturday before Na-
tional Grandparents Day each year. It is a day set aside to visit 
and honor the elderly in the community, specifically those resid-
ing in nursing homes.  

With many nursing home residents having no close 
relatives, no living children and few outside visitors, 
residents run the risk of suffering from major de-
pression, triggered by a lack of social interaction 
and isolation. 

Kathy and Lee Rogers founded Adopt a Grand-
parent Day in 2014 to bring awareness to and help 
remedy the loneliness faced by nursing home resi-
dents. 

The organization’s outreach is two-fold. Through-
out the year, gifts and requested items are collected and placed 
in Treasure Boxes to be delivered to local nursing homes on 
Adopt a Grandparent Day. On that day, teams of volunteers gath-
er to spend one hour visiting with residents. 

The Treasure Boxes include various items, including activity 
and coloring books, plush toys and stress balls, handheld games 
and fidget toys, and journals. Recent additions to the list include 
inflatable beach balls, which are used in games to keep residents 

active. 
Treasure Box items can be donated directly from the organi-

zation’s Amazon Wish List, located on the Adopt a Grandparent 
Day website at www.AdoptAGrandparentDay.org. The Treasure 

Boxes also include handmade cards, letters and artwork 
sent in from volunteers all over the state. Volunteers can 

register online to provide these items and to help lam-
inate them.  

During the in-person visit, residents and volunteers 
gather to decorate a large “Happy Grandparents Day” 

banner that will remain on display in celebration 
of the national holiday. Trivia games and other fun 
group activities are planned for the visit, as well. Vol-
unteers are encouraged to speak to residents one-on-

one, giving them the opportunity to share their stories 
and make natural connections. 

The visit events on September 10 will be held at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m., depending on the facility. Volunteer registration is now 
open online to visit one of the participating facilities, including 
Pass Christian Health and Rehab at 10 a.m. and Senior Oaks 
in Long Beach at 2 p.m. To volunteer or donate, or for more 
information, visit www.AdoptAGrandparentDay.org, and select 
“Volunteer Events.”
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Mon-Fri 6am-6pm, Sat-Sun 6am-4pm
9245 Highway 49  Gulfport, MS 39503   228-236-3305
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Breathe with confidence.

 

Shaggy Chic Pet Salon

228-380-0829
7198 Beatline Rd, Suite E, Long Beach, MS
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Long Beach Church of Christ
200 N. Cleveland Ave.

For Information & To Register 
Go To: wwwgriefshare.org

Enter Your Zip @ Find A Group
(You can contact us at lbcocgriefshare@gmail.com)

Don’t Grieve Alone!
13 WEEKLY SESSIONS
August 7 - October 30

2:00 - 4:00

LBHS Class of ’72 
reunion events planned
Special to Long Beach Breeze    

The Long Beach High 
School Class of 1972 will 
be celebrating their 50th 
class reunion on home-
coming weekend, Sep-
tember 22-24.

The class will have a 
float in the Homecoming 
Parade on Thursday, and 
then will be seated together 
at the homecoming game on 
Friday night. They will also 
be recognized at the game, 
and other events are being 
planned for the remainder of 
the weekend.

All Class of 1972 members 
are encouraged to participate 
and enjoy a weekend with 
friends. For more information, 
contact Denise Ladner Daniel, 
who is serving as the coordi-
nator of the event weekend, at 
228-383-5774. 
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228-865-4371
7378 Beatline Rd     Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00

OPENING SOON
�e Corner Drug Store

The Corner Drug Store, 5101 Beatline Rd., Long Beach 

Watch for our "soft opening" to meet your pharmacy staff.
Patient forms will be available to fill out. Refreshments will be served 

228-832-1414

By Guest Columnist Renee Rayburn,  LBPL Youth and Technology Services    

Hello, Long Beach!
With September just right around the corner, we want to remind our read-

ers that September is Library Card Sign-Up Month.  If you have a child who 
is five years of age who wants his or her own library card, it’s free, and a 
great way to kick off the school year! 

Some of our local youngsters have already gotten a head start, and they 
are featured in the Long Beach Library’s Hall of Fame. Pictures of these 
kindergarten Hall of Famers, posing with their new library cards, are proudly 
displayed in the library. Parents, come on in and bring your children, so we 
can add them to our Hall of Fame.

November will be here before you know it, and we want everyone to know 

the library will be having its first-ever Fall Fantasy Faire Fundraiser on Sat-
urday, November 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the library and Harper Mc-
Caughan Town Green on Jeff Davis Avenue. It’s open to the public, and this 
inaugural event is sponsored by Friends of the Long Beach Public Library.

Kids and adults alike are encouraged to dress up as your favorite fantasy 
character at this family-friendly Fall Fantasy Faire Fundraiser. This is just 
one of many fun activities where you can let your imagination run wild! 
We’re also looking for volunteers and vendors. Interested vendors should 
contact the library at 228-863-0711 for more information. Potential vendors, 
be sure to reach out sooner rather than later!

Interested in being part of a book club?  Please call the library for more 
information.

Also, we would like to welcome new Board of Trustees member, Julia 
Speed, while wishing outgoing member Brian Lamar well.  There are no 
meetings for the Board of Trustees scheduled for the month of September.   

The Friends of the Long Beach Public Library begins meeting again in 
September.  The first meeting will be on September 12 at 1 p.m. in the meet-
ing room of the main wing.

Preschool story time will continue through September on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in the children’s wing.  For a current schedule of 
events, visit the library’s website at LongBeach.lib.ms.us.  

The library will be closed for the Labor Day holiday.  It will be closed from 
Saturday, September 3, through Monday, September 5, and will reopen at 9 
a.m. on Tuesday, September 6. 

Thank you for your patronage, and continue to stay safe!

Exciting new chapters 
coming up at the library

Photo by Toni Miles

Three kindergarteners are featured with their newly obtained library cards at the Long Beach 
Public Library. 



September, 2022 13

                            
298 Je� Davis Ave.

LONG  BEACH  BRANCH

(228) 897-8712 

                                 
Lorraine Miller, Branch Manager

 

Elvis Gates, Agent
(228) 864-6323

Military, Police, Fire,Teacher Discounts
We speak Dog & Cat 

We'll give your Dogs & Cats loving care
Scratchpay Payments Accepted

Dr. Joey Kaletsch, DVM
Member of the American Veterinary Medical Assoc. 

6083 Beatline Road, Long Beach, MS, 228.865.1696
Mon - Fri 7:30 to 5pm

Scouts BSA Troop 321 canoes 
the Boundary Waters at the 
Canadian border

By Guest Columnist Tommy Carroll    

Boy Scouts of America High Adventure Troop 321 
from Long Beach recently traveled to Minnesota and 
canoed the Boundary Waters between the U.S. and 
Canada.  Five Life Scouts, working on their Eagle 
Scout rank, Addison Carroll, Austin Reeves, Chase 
Cockrell, Jonathan Potts and Justin Elliott, and two 
of their two adult advisors, Terry Togstad and Tommy 
Carroll, made the trip to explore the wilderness at the 
border between the two countries.  

The Boy Scouts of America has a High Adventure 
Base, Northern Tier, located a few miles south of the 
Canadian border from where the crew launched.  This 
base is located in Northeastern Minnesota at the edge 
of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, a region contain-
ing over one million acres of wilderness and over a 
thousand lakes.  It is located in the Superior National 
Forest and is listed as National Geographic’s “50 Des-
tinations of A Lifetime.”

The crew began their expedition with a 3/4 -mile 
portage (carrying the canoes overhead while another 
person carries their gear) to their first launch of their 
six-day and five-night journey.  Battling wind, rain 
and mosquitoes, the scouts completed a 57-mile trek 
over water and on land.  While on their expedition, the 
adventurers fished, explored, cliff-jumped and swam.  
They carried gear and supplies needed to cook their 
own meals while there.  

One of the days was simply a “lay-over” day, due 
to a thunderstorm that hit in the late morning.  The 
scouts spent that day fishing, swimming, exploring the 
small island that they just happened to be camping on 
that day and working on merit badges.  The other days 
were filled with packing up camp in the mornings, ca-
noeing, portaging and setting up at a new camp site in 
the afternoons.

Temperatures, while there, were seasonably warm 
for the area, reaching only down to a low of 50 degrees 
and highs in the lower-80s.  Sunrises were spectacular, 
and sunsets were amazing over the water, and the crew 
were up and going for both at each end of the day.  

The area was formed by glaciers and has some fas-
cinating features. The crew visited and portaged next 
to waterfalls and climbed a 1,500’ peak at Thunder 
Point to capture a view of Knife Lake, which forms 
part of the border between the U.S. and Canada.

After the canoeing adventure, the troop stopped at 
the Mall of America, the country’s largest mall, locat-
ed in Minneapolis, where they rode the ride “Fly Over 
America” and got to virtually visit places that they 
have previously hiked and visited.  

Scouts from Troop 321 hail from Diamondhead, 
Poplarville, Gulfport, Biloxi, Ocean Springs and Long 
Beach.  

Scouts from Boy Scouts of America High Adventure Troop 
321 are pictured preparing to launch on their first portage of 
their 57-mile trek.  For the following six days and five nights, 
the scouts canoed, camped and fished in the Boundary 
waters between the U.S. and Canada.

Crew Leader Austin Reeves works through details of 
route with scouts from Troop 321, as Crew Interpreter 
(Crew Guide) Ross Harriss and Scoutmaster Tommy 
Carroll look on.

Scouts from Troop 321 enjoy some campfire time in 
the afternoon.

Scouts from Boy Scouts of America High 
Adventure Troop 321 are pictured (l to r) after 
completing their 57-mile trek and arriving 
back at the BSA High Adventure Base Camp, 
Northern Tier: Life Scout Chase Cockrell, Life 
Scout Jonathan Potts, Life Scout Addison 
Carroll, Assistant Scoutmaster Terry Togstad 
(Adult Advisor), Life Scout Austin Reeves (Crew 
Leader), Life Scout Justin Elliott and Scoutmaster 
Tommy Carroll (Adult Advisor).

Adult Adviser Terry Togstad captures the essence of the canoeing travels in this picture. On the left of the lake is Canada, and the right side is the United States. Justin Elliott and Chase 
Cockrell paddle and look forward toward the crew’s other two canoes.

CHECK OUT MORE 
PICS ONLINE

LongBeachBreeze.com
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Coast EpisCopal sChool

5065 Espy Avenue 
Long Beach, MS 39560

COAST EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Cherished and Engaged Students
• Toddler-Sixth Grades 
• Joy-filled, 25 Acre Campus 
• 7:1 Student-Teacher Ratio 
• Collaborative, STEAM-based Curriculum
     (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) 
• Seemann Makerspace
• Gail Keenan Art Center
• After School Enrichment/Lagniappe Classes
• After School Care

https://coastepiscopalschool.org/mc/events                                             
ENRoll NoW!

228-452-9442

Photos by Ann Madden

Jason D. Green, Manager

Riemann Family Funeral Homes
19130 Commission Road, Long Beach, MS,

228-865-4700
www.RiemannFamily.com

“The only funeral home in Long Beach since 1962”

By Toni Miles     

School has just begun for the 2022-
2023 Long Beach School District, 
but Superintendent 
Dr. Talia Lock is 
already preparing 
for an interactive 
Update on Educa-
tion event sched-
uled for Tuesday, 
September 27, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
at the Long Beach Senior Activity 
Center located at 20257 Daugherty 
Road.

Parents and guardians, as well as 
the community as a whole, will have 

the chance to meet Dr. Lock and hear 
updates about the accomplishments 
of the Long Beach School District 
during the 2021-2022 school year. Dr. 
Lock will also share plans and goals 

for the 2022-2023 school year.
The event is spon-

sored by the Long Beach 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Doors will open at 7:30 

a.m., and tickets are $20 for the 
general public. Chamber members can 
purchase tickets for $15. For more in-
formation, visit the Chamber’s web-
page at MSCoastChamber.com, or call 
228-604-0014.

Update on Education 
event set for Sept. 27

Photo by Toni Miles
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• design/build
• weekly maintenance

• equipment repairs
• renovations 

ASP of Gulfport
228-343-0774

www.aspgulfport.com
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By Toni Miles     

Long Beach residents will have the chance to groove on, get down and boogie, 
all while raising funds and hopes for local people in the community who are 
battling cancer. Those with the Pink Heart Funds are setting the stage at Sully’s 
Richburg Hall in downtown Gulfport for one of the non-profit’s biggest fund-
raisers of the year, Disco Fever.

Disco Fever is scheduled to take place Saturday, October 15, at Richburg 
Hall from 6:30 until 11 p.m. Rob Stinson will serve as emcee. Dr. Rock and the 
Interns will provide entertainment. “Sweet Potato Queen” Jill Conner Browne 
will also be at the event.

Organizers say there will be plenty of good food, a mystery signature drink, 
an auction and lots of room on the dance floor for those who show up for Disco 
Fever, and the disco ball won’t be the only bling of the night. There will also be 
a diamond necklace raffle. The winner’s name will be drawn during the event.

Pink Heart Funds founder and CEO JoAn Nicely says they are still looking for 
more auction donations and sponsors for the event. 

The mission of the non-profit is to inspire, encourage and restore hope for 
those affected by cancer and extreme hair-loss disorders. Pink Heart Funds also 
provides beautiful, free human hair wigs for those who are suffering from hair 
loss due to cancer treatments.

For more details about the event, to purchase tickets, or to be a sponsor or 
donate something for the fundraising auction, head over to the Pink Heart Funds 
Facebook page, or check out their website at www.PinkHeartFunds.org.

Get down while raising funds 
for those battling cancer
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FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/17/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not 
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest 
and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks 
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust 
Corp. (DTC).

Chris Grantham 
Financial Advisor

224 B West Railroad Street 
Long Beach, MS 39560 
228-868-4100

6-month 2.65 $1,000

1-year 2.95 $1,000

2-year 3.25 $1,000

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck
• Gravel Driveways
• Bush Hogging/
  Brush Cutting
• Dirt Work
• Debris Removal

Patrick Blake
228-760-5296

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

William Carey University will offer K-12 teachers an on-
line, tuition-free class in September that can be used to assist 
in the renewal of the Mississippi Educator License.

This is the latest in a series of steps designed to tackle Mis-
sissippi’s teacher shortage by finding ways to recruit and 
retain classroom teachers. The tuition-free course was first 
offered in the Spring of 2020, and 128 teachers used it to 
renew their license. 

“This is not the first time we’ve offered scholarships or 
tuition assistance to people who want to become teachers. 
We work to support the recruitment of new teachers, but we 
also want to ensure we provide support and resources for 
the retention of teachers. It is our prayer that our Mississippi 
teachers know we support them and want to help ease the 
burden of the costs to renew their license,” said Dr. Teresa 
Poole, dean of the WCU School of Education.

The class is called “Teacher Performance and Profession-
al Growth.” It fosters professional growth and development 
through performance self-study. The emphasis is on in-
formed decision-making and reflection in relation to the five 
domains of the Mississippi Teacher Growth Rubric.

Current K-12 teachers can earn three credit hours by com-
pleting the five-week master’s level class. The class begins 
September 26. The deadline to apply is September 1, and 
enrollment is limited. Tuition costs are waived, but students 
will be responsible for an $85 application and technology 
fee.

For more information, email Dr. Billie Fick at education@
wmcarey.edu. To apply, visit: Forms.WMCarey.edu/view.
php?id=90095.

Free online class available 
for teacher license renewal

Special to Long Beach Breeze

During summer’s Ex-STREAM (Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
camp, teachers pursuing master’s degrees in gifted education at William Carey University worked 
with elementary school students on classroom projects.
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USM Gulf Park to offer 
accelerated nursing degree

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Two attendees from a past Taste of Long Beach event sample a featured wine at the fundraiser.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Each year, the event includes items to bid on in the fundraiser’s silent auction.

Special to Long Beach Breeze    

The University of Southern Mississippi (USM) has 
devised a unique plan to help combat the nation’s ongo-
ing nursing shortage by offering an accelerated degree 
pathway through the University’s Gulf Park campus in 
Long Beach.

Pending full academic and accreditation approvals, 
the distinctive, accelerated pathway will help eligible 
students earn a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
degree in a shorter time and decrease barriers to ad-
mission, while providing benefits to those who have 
already earned a higher education degree.

Students expected to enroll in this degree option will 
be eligible to bypass some typical BSN requirements, 
because they have already earned a degree. Prospective 
applicants must have completed a bachelor’s degree 
from an accredited college or university.

Dr. Lachel Story, Dean of USM’s College of Nursing 
and Health Professions, points out that the accelerat-
ed delivery format will be the only one of its kind in 
South Mississippi. With the nation continuing to suffer 
from an unprecedented nursing shortage following the 
COVID-19 pandemic and USM’s traditional nursing 
program on the Hattiesburg campus consistently filled, 
the time seemed right to consider a coastal alternative 
that will meet the needs of a different student market 
that has recently emerged.

“We have been having conversations over the last 
year with our clinical partners and community stake-
holders about how we can address the nursing short-
age and meet the needs of the coastal community. This 
pathway was developed as a part of those conversa-
tions,” Story said.

Story notes that the curriculum is in the final stages 
of development and review. Provided all academic and 
accreditation approvals are obtained on schedule, the 
application could open as early as this fall, with the 
goal of admitting the first cohort to begin next year. 
Once enrolled, students can expect to complete the ac-
celerated pathway in as little as one year.

“The accelerated nursing option will provide a unique 
non-traditional path that will serve as an example of in-
novative programming that our Coastal Operations are 
becoming known for. Our goal is to continue to meet 
the needs of our citizens along the Gulf Coast region 
and across Mississippi,” said Dr. Steven R. Moser, Pro-
vost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs at 
USM.

Dr. Gordon Cannon, Vice President for Research at 
USM, noted a significant benefit for students who en-
roll in the accelerated option.

“In addition to helping alleviate the shortage in nurs-
ing professionals, this accelerated option will facilitate 
our students’ ability to get good paying jobs in health 
services throughout the state as well as the coastal re-
gion of Mississippi,” Cannon said.

To learn more about USM’s nursing program, call 
601-266-5445. 

By Toni Miles    

Wine and food enthusiasts, listen up! 
It’s that time of year again. The Long 
Beach Chamber of Commerce is setting 
the table for one of its biggest fundrais-
ers of the year. The 13th Annual Taste 
of Long Beach is set for Thursday, Oc-
tober 27, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the Long 
Beach Senior Center, located at 20257 
Daugherty Road.  

There’s sure to be something 
to satisfy everyone’s palate, 
with dozens of local restau-
rants, food and beverage 
vendors showcasing and 
offering samples of their 
best food, wine and bev-
erages. There will also 
be live music and a silent 
auction. 

The reason behind this annual fund-
raiser is also something to toast –created 
by the Long Beach Chamber of Com-
merce back in 2009 and designed to raise 
awareness of the excellent culinary talent 
located in the local community, Taste of 

Long Beach supports the Long Beach 
Chamber of Commerce’s program of 
work, including business development 
such as small business grants, teacher 
grants and high school scholarships. 

Put on yearly by the Long Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, event organiz-
ers are hoping to top even last year’s 
success and turnout, which boasted 400 
guests from across South Mississippi.

“Really, it’s a great op-
portunity for the Cham-
ber to showcase the local 
business here in Long 
Beach, to really high-
light all of the culinary 
talent and raise funds for 
the community,” says 
Adele Lyons, CEO of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Chamber of Commerce. 
“This event gives back to the small 
business community and also provides 
teacher grants and scholarships for high 
school seniors.”

For more information, visit the Cham-
ber’s webpage at MSCoastChamber.com.

Setting the table for A 
Taste of Long Beach
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YOUR BUSINESS IS LIKELY ELIGIBLE FOR MORE FEDERAL MONEY THAN YOU REALIZE THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF
PROGRAMS THAT WERE LAUNCHED TO COMBAT THE NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE CORONA VIRUS.

For more information
Call Attorney Jay Long

601-786-2012

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became 
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in 
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options. 
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance 
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

6243_D

Get the facts that matter to you: 

 • Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

 • Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

 • Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand I have no 
obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA: These policies are available to 
people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and 
costs or other coverage details, please contact your insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, 
L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; 
L030VA, L035VA, L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

Special to Long Beach Breeze      

Sparklight recently announced 
that ten K-12 teachers who are 
making a difference in their 
schools and communities will 
each receive a $1,500 award 
from the in-
ternet service 
provider.

As part of 
Sparklight’s 

“A Stronger 
Connection” 
social media 
campaign, in-
dividuals in the twenty-one states 
Sparklight serves may nominate 
a teacher simply by sharing a 
photo and written entry outlining 
how the educator works to build 
connections and goes above and 
beyond for their students. Local 
residents are encouraged to take 
a few minutes to nominate an 
educator (or multiple educators) 
for the award.

“Teachers perform a vital role 
in educating the future leaders 

of our communities, and often 
spend their personal time and 
resources to ensure their stu-
dents have the tools they need to 
be successful,” said Trish Nie-
mann, Sparklight’s vice presi-
dent of communications strat-

egy. “Spar-
klight wants 
to recognize 
the out-

standing 
educators 

in the cities 
and towns 
we serve 

and help them get their school 
year off to a great start.” 

Entries will be accepted 
through August 26 at sparklight.
com/contest. Individuals whose 
nominees are selected to win 
will also receive a back-to-
school prize pack from Spar-
klight. 

The winners will be highlight-
ed on Sparklight’s social media 
channels, including Facebook 
and Instagram.

Residents encouraged to nominate 
teachers for Sparklight award
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Side-by-Side Respite 
Ministry Program

A support program for those 
with dementia, Alzheimer’s, 

Parkinson’s and related 
impairments, offering:

•  Music
•  Exercise
•  Bible Study/Devotion
•  Arts and Crafts
•  Pet Assisted Therapy
•  Service Projects
•  Gardening

Begins October 12
Wednesdays

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Call 228-863-9619

for more information.

By Toni Miles     

Thirteen members of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Long 
Beach are teaming up to provide 
a support program for those in the 
community who struggle with de-
mentia, Alzheimer's, Parkinson’s 
and traumatic brain injury, as well 
as those in the community who 
care for them. Volunteers met 
on August 5 at the Long Beach 
church to iron out details for a 
new Side-by-Side Respite Min-
istry Program, set to launch this 
October 12.

“We all know people who live 
with this or know somebody who 
is caring for someone who lives 
with this, and we see what it’s like 
and how it isolates. None of us is 
meant to be isolated,” said Jon 
Kaufman, Senior Pastor at First 
United Methodist Church of Long 
Beach. 

One of the major goals of the 
program is to offer a place of so-
cial interaction, joy and activities 
for those who are isolated by dis-
ease, and to help promote commu-
nity for those who need it most.

It's a labor of love orchestrat-
ed by local volunteers, many of 
whom know - and have experi-
enced first-hand - the challenges 
of being caretakers for loved ones 
suffering from memory and brain 
impairments.

“My parents were very active 
until COVID, and COVID shut 
everything down for them, obvi-
ously,” said one volunteer. “My 
father, [who is] 94 and has de-
mentia…I saw a huge decline in 
him during that time. Now my 
mother doesn’t drive, so they sit 
at home a lot. I don’t think they 
have anything available to them 
like this.” 

“Something like this gives peo-
ple the opportunity to have com-
munity,” said another volunteer. 
“The more community you have, 
the more active your mind stays.” 

“I was drawn to this, because 
my husband passed away due to 
Parkinson’s,” said one volunteer. 
“I was his caregiver. I know how 
exhausting it is to be there 24-7 
without anybody to help you. 
That was my motivation, for the 
caregivers.” 

A benefit for caregivers is a time 
of respite – time to run errands, 
shop, have lunch with a friend, or 
complete other activities.

“My mother died of dementia 
a few years ago,” said another 
volunteeer. “She both lost herself 
and found herself. The years of 
the anxiety and irritation and an-
ger and doing six billion things at 
once all dropped off, and she was 
young and free and happy. She 
burst into song and laughed… and 
then, eventually, she lost most of 
that. She’d know who we were 
but couldn’t communicate, really. 
It was emotionally challenging. 
In the beginning, she wanted to 
go join people and be able to do 
stuff.”

“The ‘why’ for me was personal 
– because, at the time I first heard 
of this ministry, my own mother 
was living with dementia,” said 
Kaufman. “The things I learned 
helped me - especially during 
2020 - to relate to her, helped me 
to do some activities with her that 
stimulated her memory, her sens-
es, music, some games, things like 
that that led us to connect - espe-
cially music, because that would 
unlock memories.”

Music and exercise are just 

some of the activities that will be 
offered weekly through the pro-
gram. There will also be meals, 
arts and crafts, games, service 
projects and pet therapy. But be-
hind everything planned is the 
desire to create an atmosphere 
of love and hope for those living 
with the reality of diseases related 
to memory loss.

“It will be a standard menu ev-
ery week, so that it’s familiar,” 
said Ben Barlow, Associate Pastor 
at First United Methodist Church 
of Long Beach. “When they come 
in, they will be greeted. They’ll 
do music. They’ll do exercises. I 
don’t know that it’s in that order, 
but it will be familiar.” 

While final details are still being 
worked out, starting October 12, 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Side by Side Respite 
Ministry Program volunteers will 
be on hand at First United Meth-
odist Church of Long Beach to 
provide support and activities for 
local members of the community 
who suffer from dementia, Alz-
heimer’s or similar conditions. 
The program is open to anyone 
in need, regardless of their faith 
or station in life, and will be held 
in the Christian Life Center at the 
church, located at 208 Pine Street. 

The program has been in the 
works for quite some time and is 
partially modeled after a similar 
program offered by a Methodist 
church in Montgomery, Alabama. 
The aim of the program is to help 
add worth and value by taking 
care of local seniors, enhancing 
the quality of their lives while 
also providing support for their 
caretakers. All volunteers are 
trained in the ministry to relate 
specifically with those who live 
with dementia.

Participants in the program 
should be independent in mobil-
ity, bathroom needs, social par-
ticipation and eating, and a com-
pleted medical assessment from 
the participant’s physician and 
a list of current medications is 
needed for enrollment. Caregiv-
ers are invited to call and sched-
ule a tour of Side-By-Side Re-
spite Care Ministry prior to en-
rollment. For more information, 
to volunteer, or to apply for the 
program, call First United Meth-
odist Church in Long Beach at 
228-863-9619.

FUMC launching respite care support program for memory impaired, caregivers

Have Fun in The Sun
Before Cruisin' the Coast 

Sept 30 - Oct 1
Live Music All Weekend,

Jambalaya Cook Off,
Car, Truck & Jeep Show 

Buy Tickets Today at
HaveFun.pro

1st Annual Swamp Pop in the Harbor

115 Market St., Pass Christian, MS
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Toni Miles

A family enjoys the new swings at the Harper 
McCaughan Town Green. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Local volunteers helped spread mulch during 
the final phase of the project. Pictured (l to r) 
are, front row: Kamryn Conley, Jill Dolan and 
Levi Dolan; and back row: Frankie Castiglia, 
Jeff Savarese and Steve Ford. 

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Jeff Savarese presents Paul Dorris, a Long 
Beach High Class of 1974 graduate, with his 
class’s second-place trophy.

Flying high, thanks to the Long Beach “Swingers’ Club”
By Toni Miles    

Jeff Savarese is life-long Long Beach 
resident and graduate of Long Beach 
High School, Class of 1970. He’s a fa-
miliar face in South Mississippi, espe-
cially in the Long Beach area. 

A jack-of-all-trades, Savarese is com-
fortable doing all sorts of work, from 
pressure washing to parking lot sweep-
ing, but he’s probably best known for his 
sweeping sense of humor, as evidenced 
by his website called “Jeff Day Parade,” 
which has grown to host more than 2,000 
people. Members hail from across the 
globe, from Switzerland to Togo (a small 
country nestled in the continent of Africa), 
Canada to Egypt, but a dream of Savarese 
to build something the entire Friendly 
City community could enjoy is what set 
him on his most recent mission - to bring 
a set of swings to the downtown area.

“I think everybody should enjoy life,” 
Savarese says.

Now more people, especially local 
families, will be able to, thanks to Sa-
varese and his fundraising partners - 
donors who are automatically inducted 
into the Long Beach “Swingers’ Club.” 
Each time a person makes a donation, he 
or she becomes a member of the “Long 
Beach Swingers.” 

Right now, the group is 73 members 
strong, and all played a part in Sava-
rese’s dream of rebuilding a recreation 
area he himself enjoyed growing up – a 

set of swings perched on the beach at the 
end of Jeff Davis Avenue. It was a pop-
ular spot until Hurricane Camille wiped 
it away in 1969.

“When I put that idea out, many Long 
Beach High School graduates, from 
classes ranging from the 1950s to the 
2000s, offered to make a donation,” 
Savarese said. “In all, and within a few 
months’ time, a little more than $4,300 
had been raised to fund the project.”

The money was raised just in time 
for summer. The project came to fru-
ition in early June – a swing set com-
plete with six seats was up and ready to 
use by those who live in and visit the 
Friendly City, becoming a nice addition 
to the splash pad located at Harper Mc-
Caughan Town Green.

Although the project was Savarese’s 
brainchild, he says it wouldn’t have 
been possible without all the local high 
school graduates pulling together to 
make it possible. 

Savarese’s class, the Class of 1970, 
landed first place in the fundraising con-
test, with the Class of 1974 coming in 
second. 

“They had just as many class mem-
bers donate, but they didn’t have as deep 
of pockets as our graduating class did," 
Savarese says, with a mischievous grin.

Savarese held a trophy presentation 
for the second-place winners at a meet-
ing with the Class of 1974.

“They thought they were getting a 
great, big trophy,” Savarese says with a 
laugh. To their surprise, he pulled out a 

small matchstick trophy constructed es-
pecially for the second place “winners.” 
He says everyone was a good sport 
about it, and they’re all looking forward 
to putting together a new project for the 
Friendly City.

Stay tuned – it’s sure to be interesting.
In the meantime, those looking for a 

lift - or just a good laugh and local hu-
mor – are encouraged to check out Sava-
rese’s Jeff Day Parade Facebook page, 
where one can find tall tales about peo-
ple and happenings in the Long Beach 
area that are sure to elicit a smile. Mem-
bership, of course, is open to everyone; 
but Savarese says a donation to an up-
coming project is required to become a 
member of the “Swingers’ Club.” 
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Photo by Toni MilesIMMS workers marked off the area where the sea turtle nest 
is located, just east of the Pass Christian Harbor, with stakes 
and orange flagging tape. Everyone is urged to avoid this 
area while the eggs are incubating. Sea turtle eggs typically 
hatch 50 to 60 days after they are laid.

  601-990-9511
Volume 1, Number 4

Publisher 
Clay Mansell

ThePassPost.com

MISSISSIPPI  GULF COAST SPECIALISTS

AMY P. WOOD | Broker/Owner  
call/text

Over 2100 SF 3 bedroom/2 bath home on 3.5 Acres! Ready to move in 
with many upgrades! Additional acreage also available. $365,000.

: 228.216.7649 | amy@amywoodproperties.com

CHUCK WOOD | Associate Broker
call/text: 228.216.5171 | chuck@amywoodproperties.com

125 Davis Avenue, Suite. F | Pass Christian, MS

AmyWoodProperties.com

See our coastal properties and more:

228.452.5408

Special delivery due soon on Pass Christian beachSpecial delivery due soon on Pass Christian beach

By Toni Miles     

Buried treasure has been found on 
the Pass Christian beach, just east of 
the harbor. Workers with the Institute 
for Marine Mammal Studies (IMMS) 
are keeping a close eye on a nest of sea 
turtle eggs recently discovered by Har-
rison County sand beach crews. 

Experts say the nest was laid on Au-
gust 1, and eggs will typically incubate 
for fifty to sixty days, projecting hatch-
ing in mid-September to early October.

While the public is welcome to view 
the nest from afar, everyone is cau-
tioned to stay outside of the orange 
tape and barriers set up blocking off 
the nest. 

To read more about the first main-
land sea turtle nest in Mississippi since 
2018, visit page 6!

Special to The Pass Post

IMMS Stranding Coordinator Theresa Madrigal measures the 

width of the track, with IMMS staff Jessica Lewis filming data 

collection.

121 E. Second St., Pass Christian
O�ce Hours: Monday-Thursday 8-3 phones open on Friday 8-3

"At Mississippi Dental Arts, we aim to be 
di�erent from most dental o�ces. Our new 

patient interview and exam will be very 
thorough with a focus on patient comfort and 
how your oral and overall health are related".

-Trace Favre, DDS, FAGD-

Now Accepting New Patients

Want to know 
more? Read 

our full article 
on page 6!
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306 Fleitas Ave., Pass Christian, MS, PH: 228-452-4616
OPEN: Mon to Friday 7am - 3-pm

Air Filters

HVAC Supplies

Plumbing Supplies

Tankless Water Heaters

Regular Water Heaters

Shop Local - Coburn Supply

Putting our Customers First Since 1934
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Special to The Pass Post    

Hudson Jag Hartman of Pass Chris-
tian will appear in the bright lights of 
Broadway on Saturday, September 17, 
as part of the annual National Down 
Syndrome Society (NDSS) Times 
Square video presentation. The one-
hour video of roughly 500 photographs 
will include children, teens, and adults 
with Down syndrome from all fifty 
states. The collective images promote 
the value, acceptance and inclusion of 
people with Down syndrome in a very 
visible way.

The photo of Hudson was selected 
from more than 2,400 entries in the 
NDSS worldwide call for photos. The 
presentation will be live streamed on 
the NDSS Facebook page from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. on September 17.  

The Times Square Video presenta-
tion will be followed by the New York 
City Buddy Walk® in Central Park. 
The flagship Buddy Walk has taken 
place in New York City since 1995 as 
part of the National Buddy Walk Pro-

gram. Buddy Walk events are held in 
hundreds of cities across the country, 
as well as select international loca-
tions. 

For more information about the Na-
tional Down Syndrome Society or the 
Buddy Walk, visit www.ndss.org.

Enjoy American Southern Cuisine

233 Davis Ave Pass Christian    228.222.4031

Breakfast & Lunch Hours
7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Please Join Our Ribbon Cutting September 16 at 3pm

Now Serving Mom’s
Baked Rosemary Chicken on Tuesdays

Mississippi Dental Arts holds ribbon cutting

Hartman photo chosen 
for NYC presentation

Special to The Pass Post

Mississippi Dental Arts recently celebrated their opening with a ribbon cutting. Owner Dr. Trace 
Favre was joined by Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber members, City officials, family and friends. 
Pictured (l to r) are Dr. Favre, office manager Jana Brown, hygienist Leah Schultz, assistant 
Savannah Carlisle and Pass Christian Mayor Jimmy Rafferty. The business is located at 121 East 
Second Street. For more information, call 228- 254-1212.

Special to The Pass Post

Hudson Hartman



September, 2022 23

Hawkins
Air Repair

Honest and Dependable Work
Free Estimates

228-239-9012  •  211 Royal Drive  •  Long Beach, MS

Wood  construction & screwed together - 2 Chair Styles

 You have the pool
 I have the chairs

Jewelry Pottery
Fenton Glass
Linens

Seamstress Available
Tuesday-Saturday

10 am - 5 pm

Klondyke Plaza
528 Klondyke Road Unit B

228-206-2595

By Toni Miles    

After a nearly three-month summer break, the sound of 
shuffling feet and excited chatter filled the halls and class-
rooms of Thomas L. Reeves Elementary School as the 
Long Beach School District’s schools reopened Thursday, 
August 4.

While there were hundreds of familiar faces of return-
ing students, there were also plenty of new ones, too, as 
Reeves Elementary School ushered in this year’s class of 
kindergarteners, as well as an inaugural class of Pre-K 
students.

“In the past, this has been a K-3 school,” said Reeves 
Elementary School Principal Russ Badeaux. “This year, 
it’s going to be a pre-K-4 through third grade. We’re really 
excited to have our little ones here. It’s a program we got a 
grant for. We’re just excited to have these kids in and offer 
this service, to get these kids started in early education.”

And education is something Badeaux knows all about. 
He has decades of experience working in the Long Beach 
School District - going on twenty-four years, to be exact. 
Badeaux has served in many capacities over the years, 
with a resume that includes teacher, coach, assistant prin-
cipal at Long Beach High School, and principal of Harper 
McCaughan Upper Elementary School, as well as roles 
as an athletic director and in the transportation sector of 
the school district. He’s also a Long Beach High School 
graduate. 

This is his first year serving as principal of Reeves Ele-
mentary School, but Badeaux had made the rounds before 
lunch had even rolled around on the first day of school.

“Our teachers have done a great job,” Badeaux said. 
“They were well prepared for today. I have actually been 
in every single classroom and talked to all the kids this 
morning. The kids are excited to be here. I think they are 
just ready for a great year,” Badeaux said.

Pre-K teacher Jordan Seal and Pre-K assistant teacher 
Marvena Haynes wasted no time welcoming the school’s 
first-ever group of Pre-K students, whose big smiles clear-
ly expressed the joy, and not jitters, in the classroom.

Third-grade teacher Hope Adcock was equally enthusi-
astic ushering in her students.

“It’s always exciting,” Adcock said. “I love to see their 
smiles, and, even when they come in with a frown and are 
scared, that’s special, too, because it’s an opportunity to 
bond with them.”

Although Adcock has more than twenty years of teach-
ing experience, the 2022-2023 school year does bring 
about a few changes.

“Today presents a new challenge, because we’re mov-
ing from teaching all subjects to team teaching, so the 
children have to learn that they’ll be in my classroom 
part of the time and also with the teacher across the hall. 
They’re learning the new schedule,” Adcock said.

Adcock made the most of every moment on day one, 
working on her laptop as she ate lunch with her students 
in the cafeteria, but Adcock and Principal Badeaux credit 
everyone – from teachers to cafeteria workers and beyond 
– for their contributions to the success of their school.

“I think our district, from every employee here, we all 
have a part in our success; because, when the students 
walk out the door, the bus driver will greet them. When 
they come into the building, they have custodians who 
are smiling and friendly and greeting them,” Adcock said. 
“Everyone works together. We have a school, a good 
school district. It takes a village. We all know that, and we 
all participate in it.”

New school year – and program - roll out in LBSD

Students at Thomas L. Reeves Elementary School received a warm welcome on opening day of the 2022-2023 school year.

Pre-K teacher Jordan Seal guides 
pre-K students the first day of the 2022-
2023 school year.

Pre-K Assistant Teacher Marvena 
Haynes provides some hands-on 
lessons for pre-K students.

Three students become fast friends in 
pre-K on the first day of school.

Students started building a good foundation on the first day 
of school at Reeves Elementary.

The new pre-K students are already hard at work in their 
classroom.

Teacher Hope Adcock multitasks at 
lunch time.

A cafeteria worker talks with a student 
at Reeves Elementary School.

This pre-K student shows you don’t 
have to be advanced in years to show 
focus and concentration.

All photos by Toni Miles
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 CRUISERS
"Cruise On In &  Let's Talk "

228.864.9706
18012 Pineville Road, Long Beach, MS

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(601) 460-0256

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!


