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Members of Lebanon’s United Methodist Church have installed a memorial in the church’s lawn in honor of those in Laclede County 

who have died because of COVID-19.

In Memory

United Methodist Church has installed a memorial to Laclede Countians who have died due to COVID-19

A memorial of 34 crosses representing 
the Laclede County lives lost to COVID-19 
now sits in front of the United Methodist 
Church in Lebanon. Dr. Jack Hopkins, a pediatrician at Mer-

cy Hospital Lebanon and a member of the 
church, initiated the project. The memorial 
at the church, which is located at 300 N. 
Madison Ave., consists of 34 white wooden 
crosses and a sign that reads “In memory 
of the lives lost to COVID-19 in Laclede 
County.” The idea behind the project was 
to raise awareness about the grief people 
are experiencing in the community over 
lost loved ones. Each cross represents a 
COVID-19 death in Laclede County, accord-
ing to Hopkins.

“I feel the crosses are a focal point for 
grieving,” he said. “We have at least 34 
families that have lost a loved one and I 
felt like the crosses were a good way to 

acknowledge that grief.”Hopkins said the holiday season was also 
an inspiration for the crosses.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Jack Hopkins

United Methodist Church members and volunteers install a memorial to Laclede County 

people who have died because of COVID-19 in the church’s lawn.
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Coroner wants to use federal funds to build morgue

Joel E. Barber School Board 
members hung white ribbons 
throughout the school Sun-
day to surprise and honor the 
school’s teachers as frontline 
workers during the pandemic.Board member Melissa 

McCormick spearheaded the 
campaign, making ribbons to 
be hung on classroom doors, 
as well as on the school’s 
flagpole. The white ribbon 

campaign originally started in 
the medical field and has since 
expanded.“A white ribbon campaign 

is underway in our community 
to thank and support health 
care workers, first responders, 
teachers and others on the front 
lines of the pandemic. The JEB 
board and administration want 
to thank you for your service 
during this uncertain time,” 
a green tag on each ribbon 
says.

JEB honors staff as front line workers
Photo courtesy of JEBJoel E. Barber Schoo l  Board members  Bob Hal l  (president), Levi Angst (Vice President) and Me-lissa McCormick and McCormick’s daughter, Hayden, all helped to hang w h i t e  r i b b o n s th roughout  the school and on the flag pole.
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The Laclede County Com-
mission heard more applica-
tions for CARES funding at 
its Tuesday morning meeting, 
including a proposal from the 
coroner for a county morgue 

cooler. 
The county was awarded 

$4.2 million in Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Se-
curity Act (CARES) funding. 
The money is to be used for 
expenses related to responding 
to the COVID-19 public health 

emergency. Coroner Steve Murrell said 
he had been discussing storage 
for COVID-19 fatalities with 
other agencies and that Laclede 
County is currently lacking 
storage space.He said Rolla has brought 

in another cooler because they 
had reached capacity.“Some of your bigger towns 

are starting to see that,” Murrell 
said. “We may not see that here 
for a while because we usually 
lag behind everybody.”
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Lebanon’s tourism director, 
Rebecca Rupert

at Cedar Ridge Trails 
Horsecamp LLC See pages 8-9
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