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Staff Reports

Tracy Homer, 47 of Kirksville, was 
found guilty of four felony charges 
that included child molestation and 
statutory sodomy.

According to the Adair County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, after a two-day 
jury trial, an Adair County jury 
found Homer guilty of Statutory 
Sodomy-first degree (unclassified 
felony) (one count); Child Molesta-

tion-second degree (B felony) (three 
counts); Child Molestation-third de-
gree (C felony) (one count); and Child 
Molestation-fourth degree (E felony) 
(one count).

“These offenses occurred between 
2018 and 2021 within the city limits 
of Kirksville, Adair County, Mis-
souri,” prosecutors wrote in a press 
release. “At the time of these offens-
es, one victim was under the age of 
twelve years old and the other victim 
was molested when they were thir-

teen years old and when they were 
fourteen years old.”

Prosecutors said that Judge Mat-
thew J. Wilson ordered the Missouri 
Board of Probation and Parole to 
complete a sentencing assessment 
report and scheduled a sentenc-
ing hearing for Monday, April 7. 
Homer’s bond was revoked and he 
was remanded to the custody of the 
Adair County Sheriff.

This case was investigated by the 
Kirksville Police Department.

Kirksville man found guilty of child molestation charges

adair County Courthouse

By Kirksville Police Department

A 20-year-old Kirksville man has been arrested 
and charged following an armed robbery earlier 
this month.

At approximately 10 p.m. on Jan. 8, Kirksville 
police responded to a robbery at the New Star Mart 
at 1312 S. Baltimore Street about an armed robbery. 
Responding officers were informed a white male 
suspect entered the business and came around 
the counter. The clerk reported the male suspect 
demanded money from the register and stated he 
would shoot the clerk. The male left the business 
with an undisclosed amount of cash.

In the following days, officers encountered Kaydyn 
K. Aldridge, 20, of Kirksville, regarding another in-
vestigation. Officers noted that Aldridge matched the 
description of the prior robbery suspect, including 
some of his clothing items. During the subsequent 
investigation, probable cause was established that 
Aldridge committed the New Star Mart robbery.

On Jan. 24, Aldridge was charged in Adair Coun-
ty Court with one count of First-Degree Robbery. 
He is currently being held at the Schuyler County 
Jail on unrelated charges.

The investigation into the robbery is still active.
Anyone with information about this incident is 

encouraged to contact the Kirksville Police Depart-
ment at 660-785-6945, or anonymously at 660-627-
BUST (2878), or email police@kirksvillecity.com.

A criminal charge is merely an accusation and 
a defendant is presumed innocent until and unless 
proven guilty.

Kirksville man 
charged with 
armed robbery

By Missouri-Southern Iowa 
(MOSI) Art Guild

The Missouri-Southern Iowa 
(MOSI) Art Guild named Jana Rus-
son to be the MOSI Celebrated Artist 
for the month of January 2025.

Russon’s photograph is titled “Sis-

ters”. The piece is a family record 
that has been digitally enhanced. See 
more of Jana’s photography at www.
janaphotos.com.

MOSI (Northeast Missouri and 
Southern Iowa) Art Guild encourages 
any artist, or supporter of the arts 
to join them on the second Thursday 

of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Adair County Annex Building, 300 
N. Franklin Street, Kirksville. For 
more information about MOSI and 
exhibit dates, visit www.mosiart-
guild.org and www.facebook.com/
MOSIartguild. Email MOSI at info@
mosiartguild.org.

Missouri-Southern Iowa Art Guild 
Celebrated Artist for January 2025

Jana Russon PHOTO BY FB.COM/JOHNNYCARTERDESIGN

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

Adair County commissioners ap-
proved the 2025 budget at their meet-
ing held on Thursday, Jan. 30.

Total revenue expected to 
pass through the county is set at 
$28,716,364 with $5,851,722 in general 
fund revenue, $8,877,060 in the bridg-
es and roads fund, $1,316,286 in the 
assessment fund and $386,711 in the 
financial emergency fund.

Total expenditures from all coun-
ty departments are predicted to 
be $21,050,249 with $4,624,033 be-
ing spent out of the general fund, 
$6,675,958 for bridges and roads, and 
$631,323 from the assessment fund.

Presiding Commissioner Mark Shah-
an said there were basically few chang-
es from the last budget, though there 
was a new set of eyes on the process 

as newly elected commissioner Gayla 
McHenry was recently seated. Shahan 
said that county commissioners had met 
with the various county department 
heads and that while no employees had 
been cut, there were needs for addition-
al staffing for the administrator’s office 
and the prosecutor’s office.

“We did review everyone’s budget 
and it’s an estimate,” Shahan said. 
“We had lots of questions and we’ll be 
kind of looking out and see on how it 
goes the rest of the year.”

Shahan said that there was a lot of 
conversation about the sheriff’s bud-
get and that they had to move some 
stuff around like the work at the jail, 
which caused some additional expen-
ditures for housing prisoners.

“Nothing major, though — really it 
wasn’t,” he said. “Everybody wants 
more money, right? You always ask for 
more and then you settle. There wasn’t 

nothing of controversy of any kind as 
far as approving this year’s budget.”

The budget has been forwarded to 
the state for certification.

Adair County commissioners adopt 2025 budget

Presiding Commissioner Mark shahan

By Kirksville Police Department

Killian Andre Langley, 
28, of Kirksville, pleaded 
guilty to attempted entice-
ment of a child in Adair 
County Circuit Court on 
Jan. 14, and was sentenced 
by Judge Matthew Wilson to 
eight years in the Missouri 
Department of Corrections.

The criminal investiga-
tion of this case began on 
Sept. 7, 2023, when Lang-
ley contacted an online 
undercover persona (UC) 
he believed was a 13-year-old girl. This UC was a 
Kirksville Police detective assigned part-time to 
the Kirksville Regional Computer Crimes Unit/
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.

On Jan. 11, 2024, Langley made conversation, sex-
ual in nature, saying he wished the UC was of legal 
age and suggested they meet to engage in sex acts. 
On Jan. 16, 2024, Langley suggested meeting the UC 
in a nearby park to have sex with the UC. Langley 
waited in the park in 5-degree weather until he was 
greeted by Kirksville Police and placed under arrest.

The Kirksville Regional Computer Crimes Unit/
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force is made 
possible from funds provided in part by the Missouri 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force and 
funds from Cyber Crime Grants through the Mis-
souri Department of Public Safety. The KRCCU has 
existed since 2006 and handles both proactive and 
reactive cases for 13 counties in Northeast Missouri. 
In addition to cases like this one, the KRCCU provides 
educational presentations to adults and children on 
the topics of Cyber Safety and Internet Crimes.

Kirksville man pleads 
guilty to enticement

Langley
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Kirksville Tourism 
Advisory Board meeting

The city of Kirksville’s 
Tourism Advisory Board will 
hold a meeting at 8 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at the 
Economic Development 
Alliance Building, 315 S. 
Franklin Street.

Curtain Call Theatre 
Company presents 
‘In the Good Old 
Summertime’

Curtain Call Theatre Com-
pany invites you to view 
the 1949 romantic comedy 
musical film “In the Good 
Old Summertime” starring 
Judy Garland and Van John-
son on Friday, Feb. 7, at the 
Curtain Call Theater, 512 W. 
Elizabeth Street, Kirksville. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., 
movie at 7 p.m.. Admission 
is free but donations are 
always greatly appreciated. 
Concessions available.

Groundbreaking 
ceremony to be held for 
cancer treatment center

Northeast Regional Med-
ical Center is reintroducing 
radiation oncology to the 
community. A groundbreak-
ing ceremony is planned on 
Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. at the hospi-

tal. This initiative will include 
the establishment of a com-
prehensive cancer treatment 
center, operated as a depart-
ment of Northeast Regional 
Medical Center. The new 
facility aims to improve ac-
cess to cancer care for local 
residents, reducing the need 
for travel to distant treat-
ment centers. The center is 
expected to be operational 
by summer 2025.

Piano Festival Guest 
Artist Recital with  
Dr. Oliver Jia

A Piano Festival Guest 
Artist Recital by Dr. Oliver 
Jia will be held on Feb. 14 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Truman 
State University Ophelia 
Parrish Performance Hall.

Truman Piano Festival 
Winners’ Recital

Winners of the 2025 Tru-
man Piano Festival Compe-
tition will perform in recital 
Feb. 15, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Truman State University 
Ophelia Parrish Perfor-
mance Hall. This recital is 
free and open to the public.

Faculty Chamber Recital: 
Elaine AuBuchon, Jesse 
Krebs & Julianna Moore 
with Ruoyang Xiang

A Faculty Chamber 
Recital featuring Elaine 
AuBuchon, Jesse Krebs and 
Julianna Moore with Ruoy-

ang Xiang, will be held Feb. 
16 at 4 p.m. at the Truman 
State University Ophelia 
Parrish Performance Hall.

Truman State University 
Brass Faculty Recital

Truman Brass Faculty Pa-
tricia Mickey, Aren Van Hou-
zen, and Terri Wehmeyer 
will perform a free and 
open to the public recital 
on Feb. 20, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Ophelia Parrish Perfor-
mance Hall.

Mary Immaculate’s 
Annual Night of Merriment

Mary Immaculate’s An-
nual Night of Merriment 
will be held on Friday, Feb. 
21 at the White Oak Barn, 
23255 MO-11, Kirksville. The 
Beads & Bling’ celebration 
will include dinner, live 
music a silent and live auc-
tion featuring gift cards, gift 
baskets, handmade crafts, 
tickets, or specialty items; 
vacation stays, unique ex-
periences, big-ticket items, 
or services. Tickets can be 
purchased at the school.

20th Annual Kirksville 
Polar Plunge will raise 
funds for Special 
Olympics Missouri

The 20th Annual Kirks-
ville Special Olympics Polar 
Plunge will be held on Feb. 
22, from 1-2 p.m. at Thou-
sand Hills State Park. Regis-

tration can be done online 
— and day-of registration 
will be from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. 
All plungers must check in at 
the registration table before 
heading to the beach. There 
are three levels of plungers: 
Pee Wee Plunger (ages 9 and 
under) FREE; Polar Bear and 
Student Plunger (ages 18 
and under) $10. All Pee Wee 
Plunge participants must 
raise a minimum of $25 by 
plunge day, to participate, 
and will plunge in a tank 
provided by the fire depart-
ment. Pee Wee Plungers 
may not plunge into the lake 
All participants must raise 
a minimum of $75 by event 
day. Your $10 registration fee 
will apply towards your $75 
minimum. For more informa-
tion about the Polar Plunge, 
visit www.somo.org/plunge.

Truman State 
Orchestra Concert III 
(Gold Medal Winners)

The Truman State Orches-
tra’s third concert of the sea-
son will be held on Feb 22, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Ophelia 
Parrish Performance Hall on 
campus. The concert will fea-
ture Glazunov’s Saxophone 
Concerto, McAllister’s X Con-
certo, Mascagni’s Ave Maria, 
and Tchaikovsky’s Romeo 
and Juliet. This concert is 
free and open to the public. 
Streaming live at https://
www.youtube.com/@tru-
manmusicconcerts/streams.

NEMO Bridal Expo
The NEMO Bridal Expo 

will be held from 1-4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 23, at the NEMO 
Fairgrounds Multi-Purpose 
Building in Kirksville. There will 
be a x & greet with vendors, a 
fashion show and a live band. 
Plan the wedding of your 
dreams in Kirksville. Hosted by 
the Wedding Library/NEMO 
Bridal Expo. Call (660) 341-
9993 for more information.

Kirksville Mayor’s 2025 
State of the City Address

Kirksville Mayor Zac Bur-
den will deliver the 2025 
State of the City Address at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 
24 at the Economic Develop-
ment Alliance Building, 315 S. 
Franklin Street. The event is 
free and open to the public. 
It will also be posted on the 
city’s YouTube page after-
ward. Come hear about key 
projects that will happen or 
begin in Kirksville in 2025.

Northeast Christian 
High School Trivia Night

Northeast Christian High 
School in Kirksville will be host-
ing a Trivia Night on Thursday 
Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. Doors open 
at 5:45 p.m., Trivia begins at 
6 p.m. Food and drinks will be 
available. Grand prize table 
winnings up to $1,000. Addi-
tional prizes each round. $200/
Table of 8; $50/couple $25 sin-
gle player. To sign up call NCHS 
at 660-342-1100.

Kirksville Area  
Calendar of Events

By Truman State University

A Truman State University 
financial organization is offer-
ing free tax help to community 
members.

Beta Alpha Psi will host Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA) sessions from 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Feb. 22, March 1 
and March 29 in Violette Hall 
1424. Beta Alpha Psi is an inter-
national scholastic and profes-
sional organization for financial 
information professionals.

Clients who come to VITA 
should bring: social security 
cards for spouses and depen-
dents; bank routing numbers 
and bank account numbers for 
direct deposit; wage and earn-
ings statements such as W-2, 
1098T and 1099; and a copy of 
last year’s federal and state 
tax returns if available. VITA 
services will be completed by 
IRS-certified volunteers and 
will also offer free electronic 
filing to receive a faster return.

Appointments are required. 
Community members who 
would like to schedule an ap-
pointment can call (660) 785-
6064. For more information, 
visit bap.truman.edu/vita.

Truman State 
University 
organization 
offers free tax 
assistance
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Eldon Kenward Klocke, 85, of Colony, 
MO died Wednesday, January 22, 2025, 
at Fulton Manor Care Center in 
Fulton, Missouri.

Eldon was born on September 
26, 1939, in Kirksville, Missouri, 
the son of Paul Robert and Alma 
Blanche McEwen Klocke.

He attended school at Edina, 
Missouri, where he graduated 
from Edina High School in the 
Class of 1957. Eldon also attended the Uni-
versity of Missouri in Columbia, Missouri 
for two years following high school.

On March 7, 1962, in Knox City, Mis-
souri, Eldon married Judith Ann Wilson. 
Following their marriage, they relocated 
to Lawton, OK while Eldon was enlisted in 
the US Army Auxiliary Artillery where 
he was designated Sharpshooter (rifle) 
and Expert (carbine). Following Eldon’s 
discharge from the Army, they relocated 
to rural Edina, MO and was a member of 
the US Army Reserves where he reached 
the rank of Sergeant. In 1973, they moved 
to Colony, MO to make their home.

Eldon’s occupation upon returning from 
the service was farming in Edina and later 
Colony as well as a Garst Seed Company 
Dealer. In 1974, the family had the honor 
of being selected for the “Farm Family 
Award” at the Missouri State Fair. In the 
early 1990’s Eldon began driving a semi-
truck for many years, crossing many of the 
48 contiguous states prior to his retirement.

Eldon was initially a member of the 
Edina Christian Church, later ordained 
as a deacon at the Colony Baptist Church 
and following the closure of the church at-
tended Knox City Baptist Church. He was 
a member of the Colony Masonic Lodge 
#168 A.F. & A.M., a member of the Knox 
City American Legion Post 358, active in 
the Farm Bureau board, and a sponsor of 
the Knox County 4-H Program. He also 
was a member of the Knox County Jaycee’s 
and the Golden Eagles Motorcycle Club for 
several years. Eldon served as Knox County 
Presiding Commissioner in 1989/1990 and 
served on the Republican Committee board.

Eldon was close to completing his bucket 
list of visiting every state in the country 
with only Nevada and North Dakota re-
maining. He was extremely proud of taking 
trips to Alaska in 2021 and Hawaii in 2023 
and loved to share the photos that he took. 
He enjoyed driving his motorcycles and 
sports cars, attending tractor pulls and 
races, deer hunting, water skiing, visiting 
friends at the coffee shops and local restau-

rants, and spending time with his children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. He 

will be greatly missed.
Eldon is survived by three daugh-

ters, Karla (David) Sanders of Kirks-
ville, Missouri, Rhonda (John) Bruce 
of Overland Park, Kansas, and Con-
nie (David) Epperson of Fulton, 
Missouri; six grandchildren, Nikki 
(Josh) Burgoon of Shawnee, Kan-
sas, Brittney (Lawrence) Rukse of 

Fulton, Missouri, Kirsten (Raven) Craig of 
Quincy, Illinois, Courtney Bruce of Garland, 
Texas, Taylor (Freddie III) Manor of Belton, 
Missouri and Kaitlyn Epperson of Kansas 
City, Missouri; nine great grandchildren, 
Annalise Craig of Quincy, Illinois, Grace and 
Jack Burgoon of Shawnee, Kansas, Brody 
and Leona Rukse of Fulton, MO, and Briel-
la, Freddie IV, Kaia and Taytum Manor of 
Belton, Missouri; one brother, Glen Klocke 
of Edina, Missouri, one sister, Anita (John 
Clauson) Miller of Knox City, Missouri; three 
brothers-in-law, Doug (Alma) Wilson of Knox 
City, Missouri, Mike (Linda) Wilson of Knox 
City, Missouri, and James Laney of Colum-
bia, Missouri; along with a host of nieces 
and nephews, great nieces and nephews and 
great-great nieces and nephews.

Eldon was preceded in death by his wife, 
Judy Klocke; son, Brian Klocke; grand-
son, Brennan Sanders; parents, Paul and 
Blanche Klocke; in-laws, Shelton and Mar-
jorie Wilson; sisters-in-law, Mary Lynn 
Laney, Velma Wilson and Shirley Klocke, 
and brother-in-law, Donnie Wilson.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 
am on Saturday, February 1, 2025, at the 
Doss Funeral Home in Edina, MO. Pastor 
Doug Wilson will officiate the services.

Visitation will be between 4:00 – 
6:00 p.m. Friday, January 31, 2025 at the 
Doss Funeral Home with Masonic ser-
vices at 6:00 p.m.

Burial with military honors will be held 
will be in the Colony Cemetery in Colony, 
Missouri to follow.

Casket Bearers will be David Sanders, 
John Bruce, Dave Epperson, John P. Miller, 
Eric Miller, Robert Klocke, and James Wil-
son. Honorary Bearers will be Shawn Wilson, 
Norman Primm, Bobby Pape, Allan See, Ed 
See, Clay See, Lee Walters, and Bill Brown.

An expression of sympathy in memory 
of Eldon Klocke may be made to the Knox 
County Nutrition Site, Knox City Baptist 
Church, Parkinsons Foundation or the 
Donor’s Choice. A memorial may be left 
at or mailed to the Doss Funeral Home 
208 N. 4th Street, Edina, Missouri 63537.

Eldon Kenward Klocke
Sep 26, 1939 — Jan 22, 2025

Betty Sue Bennett, 80, of Kirksville, 
Missouri, passed away Friday, January 
24, 2025 at the Schuyler County 
Nursing Home.

Betty Sue was born February 
8, 1944 in Winigan, Missouri to 
Wesley Ellis and Isabelle (Young) 
Ware. Survivors include: Three 
sons, Greg (Sheila) Leaton of 
West Virginia, Douglas Smith of 
Kirksville, and Jerry (Michealene) 
Smith of Norco, California; 7 grandchil-
dren; 2 great grandchildren; one sister, 
Mary Lou (Jerry) Bowzer of St. Charles, 
Missouri. She was preceded in death by: 
Her parents; and husband, Bill Bennett.

Betty Sue grew up in Winigan on a turkey 
farm, graduating from Liberty High School 
in Browning, Missouri, Class of 1961. After 

graduation, she lived in Brookfield, Chica-
go, and then to Kirksville. She worked at 

the Kirksville Daily Express selling 
ads, while also being a homemaker 
on the farm. She then was a Watkins 
representative for many years.

Betty Sue enjoyed the farm life, 
gardening, the animals, and being 
outside.

A visitation for Betty Sue will be 
held 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon, Mon-

day, February 10, 2025 at Ruschmeier-Smith 
Funeral Home in Green City, Missouri. A 
graveside will follow at 12:30 PM, at Price 
Cemetery, South of Winigan, Missouri.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to the family, and can 
be made payable to Ruschmeier-Smith 
Funeral Home.

Betty Sue Bennett
Feb 8, 1944 — Jan 24, 2025

Kirksville business 
license renewals due  
at end of February

If you own or manage a 
Kirksville business, it’s time 
to complete your business 
license renewal for 2025. 
Business license renewals 
were mailed the first week 
of January on pink paper to 
valid business license hold-
ers. Business license renewals 
are due back to the city on 
or before Feb. 28. Return 
the completed renewal 
form, along with all required 
documents and fees, to the 
Finance Department at City 
Hall. If you have not received 
your renewal notice, please 
contact the Finance Depart-
ment at 660-627-1251. If not 
renewed by Feb. 28, your 
business license is delinquent 
and subject to a $100 late fee.

The failure of any contrac-
tor to renew a contractor’s 
license by March 1 requires 
the contractor to pay a re-
certification fee of $100. The 
failure of any contractor to 
renew a contractor’s license 
by March 31 requires any 
contractor who does not 
meet the waiver require-
ments to retest, regardless of 
previous waivers issued, and 
start the application process 
for a new business license. To 
receive a contractor, electri-
cian, or plumber’s license, the 
contractor has to pass their 
respective test, unless they 
qualify for an exemption to 
the testing which might be in 
effect at that time.

First Christian Church 
holding online auction

First Christian Church in 
Kirksville is holding an on-
line auction for the church’s 
construction fund at the 
following address: https://
givebutter.com/c/afiO2n/
auction. If any business 
would like to donate items, 
contact the church office 
at 660-665-4636. Bidding 
closes on Feb. 28 at 9 a.m.

Kirksville seeks 
applicants for Tourism 
Advisory Board

The city of Kirksville is 
eager to involve communi-
ty-minded citizens in local 
government through one 
of our many Citizen Advi-
sory Commissions. The City 
Council is currently accept-
ing citizen applications for 
one opening on the Tourism 
Advisory Board. The board 
oversees the operations of 
Kirksville Tourism and the 
collection of the city’s lodg-
ing tax. Visit kirksville.gov/p/
boards-commissions and 
submit your application be-
fore Friday, Feb. 7, at 5 p.m., 
to be considered for the 
opportunity to serve. For 
more information, contact 
City Clerk Diane Albrecht at 
660-627-1225.

NEMO Gun Show  
to be held this week

The NEMO Gun Show 
will be held on Feb 7-9, 
in Kirksville at the NEMO 
Fairgrounds, hosted by BK 
Promotions. All federal and 
local firearm laws and or-
dinances must be obeyed. 
Friday: 4-8 p.m.; Saturday: 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday: 9 
a.m-3 p.m. Admission: Gen-
eral $10, children 12 and 
under, free. Admission good 
all weekend.

‘Medea’ Theatre 
Production dates

“Medea” Theatre Produc-
tion will be held Feb. 20-22 
at 7:30 p.m., and at 2 p.m. on 
Feb. 23 at the Truman State 
University James G. Severns 
Theatre. Ticket information 
at boxoffice.truman.edu. 
The mythic figure of Medea 
– outsider, woman, sorcerer 
– has captivated audiences 
for millenia. When Jason, 
the hero she helped and 
loved, abandons Medea for 
a royal match, she is driven 
to unimaginable vengeance. 
Truman Theatre faculty Cat 
Gleason brings this timeless 
tale to life within a contem-
porary framework that chal-
lenges our perceptions of 
the role of women, mothers, 
and outsiders in our society.

Pantry for Adair County 
Souper Bowl seeks 
participants

The Pantry for Adair 
County invites you to par-
ticipate in the 2025 Souper 
Bowl! A lofty goal of 10,000 
cans of soup has been set 
for this year’s event, which 
runs from Jan. 10-Feb. 9. Do-
nations accepted at the Pan-
try, 2012 S. Halliburton St., 
Kirksville or via our website 
and Venmo; cans of soup or 
funds for soup ($1=1 can). 
Join Pantry for Adair County 
in conquering local food 
insecurity, one can of soup 
at a time. Get in the Game – 
Fight Hunger!!

Kirksville Parks 
and Recreation 
Department’s 
2025 sponsorship 
opportunities

Interested in promoting 
your business/organiza-
tion and supporting local 
community events and 
programs? The city of 
Kirksville’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department has a 
wide range of sponsorship 
opportunities for you that 
include:

• 6th Annual Kids Mini 
Mud Mile

• Tiny Tykes Soccer
• KBSL Team Sponsorship
• Little Sluggers Tee Ball
• Red White and Blue 

Community Concert &  
Fireworks

• Kids Touch A Truck and 
Magic Show

Click here to view the 
city’s 2025 sponsorship 
opportunities. For more in-
formation or to secure your 
sponsorship, contact Luke 
Callaghan at lcallaghan@
kirksville.gov or by calling 
660-627-1485.

Build A Buddy is Back
Looking for the perfect 

Valentine’s Day activity 
with your kids? The Kirks-
ville Parks and Recreation 
Department is excited to 
announce its Build A Buddy 
program is back. Each kit 
contains everything you 
need to build your very 
own stuffed buddy: a 
15-inch stuffable animal, 
stuffing, mini heart, birth 
certificate and step-by-step 
instructions. Each kit costs 
$15 and can be purchased 
in person at the Kirksville 
Aquatic Center while sup-
plies last. Pick them up now 
before they’re all gone. For 
more information, contact 
Luke Callaghan with the 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment at 660-627-1485.

Sue Ross Arts Center 
2025 Regional  
Artist Exhibit

Sue Ross Arts Center 
2025 Regional Artist Exhibit 
will run through Feb. 21, 
Monday through Friday 
from 11 a.m to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. A reception will be 
held on Jan. 16 from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. The Sue Ross Arts 
Center is located at 215 S. 
Franklin Street in Kirksville.

Truman State University 
Art Gallery Exhibit

Still Life with Bowl of 
Universe – Ari Norris and 
Timothy Norris, through 
Feb. 28; Terra Fracta – Wil-
liam McKinney – in the 
Charlyn Gallery. The Uni-
versity Art Gallery resides 
in the renovated gymna-
sium in Ophelia Parrish 
Fine Arts Center located on 
Truman State University’s 
campus near the intersec-
tion of East Normal Street 
and South Mulanix Street. 
Exhibitions are free and 
open to the public. Gallery 
Hours are Monday – Thurs-
day 8:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Fri-
day 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Saturday noon – 4:30 p.m. 
Please note, the Univer-
sity Art Gallery is closed 
between exhibitions and 
during all Truman State 
University breaks. During 
regular business hours, 
free on-street parking is 
available on South Flor-
ence Street and South 
Mulanix Street. After hours 
and on Saturdays, you may 
park in the university park-
ing lots off East Normal 
Street for free.

KIRKSVILLE AREA NEWS BRIEFS

Celebration of Life Gathering
in honor of

Mike T. Baird.

2:00pm Sunday Feb 9 2025
3:00pm Prayer Service
Novinger Firehouse

Novinger, MO

Lunch to follow
Sympathies can be sent to Sheila Wurr
400 4th Ave. Coon Rapids IA 50058
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By Kirksville Kiwanis Club

The Kirksville Kiwanis Club wel-
comed its newest member and fellow 
Kiwanian, Mike Patterson, to speak 
at their Jan. 23 meeting. Patterson 
is an inspector of organic farms. He 
presented on organic farming and 
his job as an inspector. Pictured are 
Kirksville Kiwanis Club President 
and sponsoring member Ted Frushour 
(left), and Patterson.

Kiwanis Club hears from 
organic farming inspector



T
his is ‘bout 
the best time 
of year,” said 
Steve, “to get 
out and do 

something fun, like go to a 
rodeo.”

“Awful cold out there 
right now, Steve,” said Doc, 
who has more degrees than 
a thermometer. “I guess 
it’s a good thing they have 
all those building rodeos 
these days.”

“Well, that would take all 
the sport out of it, wouldn’t 
it?” Steve said. “Dud, pass 
the sugar please.”

Dud passed the sugar. 
“Don’t know what you 
mean, Steve. Why would 
it take all the sport out of 
rodeo if the folks in the 
stands were comfortable?”

“Cold factor,” he said.
“What?”
Now Steve was our res-

ident cowboy here at the 
Mule Barn truck stop’s phi-
losophy counter. He still 
worked on ranches and 
lived in bunkhouses and 
saddled his horses one at 
a time, but his rodeo days 
were far behind him. It’s a 
sport with a very short ca-
reer … one way or another.

“You see,” Steve said, 
“when it’s cold, the rough 
stock bucks harder … 
‘specially the broncs. Not 
sure why, but you can see 
it even with broke horses. 
On a cold morning, they’re 
liable to hump their backs 
and hop a few times just 
for fun, or to shake out the 
kinks. Same with rodeo 
broncs. With them, I think 
it’s just more fun, though.”

“Well, I can see where 
watching broncs in cold 
weather would make it 
more fun to watch,” Doc 
said.

“That’s only half of 
it,” Steve said, grinning. 
“Those poor cowboys who 
ride them are cold and 
stiff, too. Doesn’t help 
much with riding rank 
stock. And that’s the rea-
son it’s more fun to watch 
a rodeo in cold weather. It 
tends to rain frozen cow-
boys.”

Brought to you by Ol’ Jimmy 
Dollar, Slim’s children’s book 

about a happy hounddog 
man and his “kids.” See it at 

riograndebooks.com.

Raining 
frozen 
cowboys

Waiting for the Prize Patrol

M
y young daughter 
and I were not 
sports fans. But 
every winter we 
counted the days 

until the Super Bowl.
It wasn’t for football. We hated 

that. All that milling around. So 
many timeouts. The annoying 
roar of frantic fans. Even the 
Half-time shows were boring.

We considered the game an an-
noyingly l-o-o-n-n-g commercial 
before our chance to win THE 
GRAND PRIZE!

The Publisher’s Clearinghouse 
Sweepstakes van was driving 
around the United States with a 
billboard-sized check and oodles 
of money to give away. Some 
lucky household would see the ve-
hicle in their driveway during the 
Super Bowl.

You didn’t have to enter to win. 
You didn’t have to spend money 
on a magazine to be the lucky re-
cipient of MILLIONS AND MIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS.

All a person had to do to win was:
1. Breathe air
2. Have a front door
We qualified.
So, each year, my daughter 

and I indulged in a little ritual 
we called, ‘Gettin’ Ready for The 
Van.’ While John sat comatose 
in front of the TV, watching men 
in helmets meander across the 
screen, Andrea and I were two 
busy ladies.

First, we put up the sign. An-
drea took great pride in creating 
a poster for the door. We wanted 
to make sure our visitors knew 
that we were the Leach family. 

The ones they were looking for. 
Every year our sign said the 
same thing:

THIS IS THE RIGHT HOUSE. 
PLEASE KNOCK—THE DOOR-
BELL IS BROKEN.

We scribbled primary-colored 
balloons and huge green dollar 
signs on a poster-board sign. We 
didn’t want to look like poor hicks 
on TV. We DID have the whole 
ten-pack of markers. And we 
were not too cheap to use them.

Then we stuck the sign to the 
outside of our front door with 
masking tape. It would have been 
more noticeable at the top of our 
driveway or down at the turnoff 
from the county road, but after 
the first year, John refused to 
take it up there anymore.

When we divvied up that mon-
ey, he’d be sorry.

Next, we straightened the living 
room. Not too much—by the time 
they got here it’d be after 9 p.m. any-
way; dark out here in the country.

We dimmed all the lamps, put a 
blanket over John (he’d be asleep 
by then), and get out the Carpet 
Fresh. Good enough.

Next, it was time to get dressed 
up. We refused to wait around in 
dumpy clothes. I think they liked 
the winners to do that, though. 
Especially the woman who 
brought the dozen roses.

We watched her each year 
when the camera zoomed in on 
the winning housewife—a sweet, 
unsuspecting female who was 
caught looking like Ma Kettle af-
ter a pig scramble.

Miss “I’m here to give you 
these flowers” always smiled just 
a little wider—she knew she was 
the only woman on camera wear-
ing deodorant. Meow.

Our best bet was something 
from the “clean” basket by the 
dryer. We brushed our hair and 
put on shoes. This could be our 
TV debut: we shot the works.

Then the time came.
We watched the gravel road for 

signs of dust. For taillights that 
winked a signal that a shiny van 
had overshot the driveway. (We’d 
wave ‘em in if we had to.)

The Clearinghouse Sweepstakes 
Giveaway was simulcast on TV, so 
our heads rotated from the com-
mercial to the front windows like 
two bags of Jolly Time Popcorn on 
a microwave turntable.

And while we waited, we prac-
ticed being surprised. When 
we saw the click of that suit-
case-sized camera, we’d pop our 
eyes open wide and clutch at our 
palpitating chests just like all the 
previous winners.

And if we didn’t win? There 
was always next year.

Contact Robin at robinwrites@yahoo.com

W
ords are hard — much 
harder than they used 
to be. It’s a symptom 
of middle age I hadn’t 
heard about until it 

started happening to me. A few aches 
and pains? Sure. Crow’s-feet and 
laugh lines? Okay, fine.

But now Father Time is taking 
my words, too? That’s a step too far. 
I’m a writer. A certified word nerd. I 
thought I was safe. This situation is 
a — what’s the word? Disaster.

The inability to quickly say the word 
you’re trying to say has a fancy medi-
cal name. It’s called “anomic aphasia.” 
Some people describe it as a “tip of the 
tongue” sensation — when you know 
the thing but can’t say the thing.

Experts say it’s usually caused by 
“typical age-related changes.” Wom-
en get a double dose of it during the 
lead-up to menopause when hormonal 
fluctuations cause what’s commonly 
known as “brain fog.”

Oddly enough, not all words are as 
likely to get lost in the fog. Adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions, and pronouns 
usually show up just fine. It’s the 
nouns we have trouble finding — the 
words that name people, places and 
things. Nouns are typically the first 
words we learn as babies, so it’s em-
barrassing when you suddenly can’t 
seem to say the most basic things.

Here’s an example of what this 
sounds like in real life:

Me: “Tom, would you open the, um… 
the things over there? You know, the 
things that cover the… other thing?”

Him: “Things that cover the other 
thing? What are you talking about?”

Me: (Exasperated) “You know! The 
um… things that cover the glass we 
look out of to see the yard? Look! I’m 
pointing right at it.”

Him: “You mean the window? Open 
the window? It’s 20 degrees outside.”

Me: “No, just open the things that 
cover the window.”

Him: “We call those blinds.”
Me: “YES! Blinds! That’s what I’m 

saying.”
Him: “No, you’re saying ‘the things 

that cover the things.’”
Me: “Same difference.”
Lately, the word “thing” has be-

come the crutch I use when I’m 
searching for simple words like 
“blinds,” “window,” can opener,” and 
“car.” Is this how actors feel when 
they’re on stage and can’t remember 

the next line — that sudden drop into 
blank nothingness?

These kinds of brief episodes can 
happen to anyone, and when they hap-
pen in the first half of life, you laugh 
and chalk it up to the occasional “brain 
fart.” When they happen after the 
age of 50, you still laugh it off, but in-
wardly your mind races through silent 
questions. “What’s wrong with me? Am 
I having a stroke? Is this early demen-
tia? Is this a normal amount of word 
fumbling, or do I need a doctor?”

I’m glad my adjectives aren’t affect-
ed, so I can describe how this noun 
drought feels: frustrating, annoying, 
exasperating, ridiculous, weird, humil-
iating, and flabbergasting.

But at least I’m not alone in this. 
Tom, who is five years older than me, 
experiences these tip-of-the-tongue 
moments, too. Thankfully, we’ve 
been married for more than 25 years, 
which means we’ve developed an in-
visible brain link that often allows us 
to do or say the thing the other person 
was thinking at that very moment. It’s 
not a foolproof ability, as evidenced 
by the window blinds conversation 
above. But it works most of the time.

Sometimes I worry that we’ve each 
got half a brain and can only function 
at our best when we’re both in the 
same room, filling in each other’s 
blank spots. I’m grateful we still like 
each other because if we ever split up, 
we’d both be total idiots. Let’s pray it 
never comes to that.

I hope this mid-life brain strain will 
straighten itself out soon because I 
want my nouns back, thank you very 
much. For years, I’ve been collecting 
words and phrases like other people 
collect baseball cards or antiques. 
When I read or hear a great quote, I 
scoop it up like a rare diamond and 
add it to my treasure.

Speaking of words, if you have a 
few to say (and can actually think of 
what they are), feel free to send me 
a…” thing.” That thing you write on 
the computer and send through the 
Internet. Know what I mean?

Gwen Rockwood is a syndicated 
freelance columnist. Email (that’s it!) her at 

gwenrockwood5@gmail.com. Her book is 
available on Amazon.
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The warm sun… entered 
the old house… and streaked 
across the cracked, wooden 

floor,
The rustic oak door… was 

slightly jarred open… expos-
ing a room that felt elegance 

no more.
Up a flight of steps… re-

vealed more neglect… empty 
rooms, with scattered debris,

What once stood proud… was 
now forlorn… nothing like it 

used to be.
Seeing this… you feel com-

passion… for what’s lost and 
trying to be found,

It’s like walking along… a 
busy, city street… with home-

less people just milling around.

— Daniel D. Donovan

By Kirstyn Dietle, MPH, CHES®️
Health Educator 
Adair County Health Dept.

Welcome to the Public 
Health Corner:

February is American 
Heart Month, a time dedicat-
ed to raising awareness about 
cardiovascular health and en-
couraging people to take pro-
active steps toward a healthier 
heart. Heart disease remains 
the leading cause of death in 
the United States, affecting 
individuals of all ages and 
backgrounds. This observance 
serves as a reminder to adopt 
heart-healthy habits and edu-
cate communities on the im-
portance of prevention, early 
detection, and treatment.

Understanding  
Heart Disease

Heart disease encompass-
es a range of conditions, 
including coronary artery 
disease, heart failure, and 
arrhythmias. The most com-
mon form, coronary artery 
disease (CAD), occurs when 
plaque builds up in the arter-
ies, restricting blood flow to 
the heart and increasing the 
risk of heart attacks.

Risk Factors for  
Heart Disease

Several factors contribute 
to heart disease, including:

• High blood pressure
• High cholesterol
• Smoking

• Diabetes
• Obesity
• Lack of physical activity
• Poor diet
• Excessive alcohol  

consumption
• Family history of heart 

disease
Managing these risk fac-

tors through lifestyle chang-
es and regular checkups can 
significantly reduce the like-
lihood of developing cardio-
vascular issues.

Steps to Improve  
Heart Health

American Heart Month en-
courages individuals to adopt 
heart-healthy habits, such as:

Eating a Balanced Diet: 
Focus on fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, lean proteins, 
and healthy fats while re-
ducing sodium, sugar and 
processed foods.

Staying Active: Aim for 
at least 150 minutes of mod-

erate-intensity exercise per 
week, such as brisk walking, 
cycling or swimming.

Monitoring Blood Pres-
sure and Cholesterol: Reg-
ular screenings help detect 
early signs of heart disease.

Quitting Smoking: Tobac-
co use significantly increas-
es heart disease risk. Quit-
ting smoking immediately 
benefits heart health.

Managing Stress: Chronic 
stress can negatively impact 
the heart. Techniques such 
as meditation, deep breath-
ing, and adequate sleep pro-
mote overall well-being.

American Heart Month is 
an opportunity to prioritize 
cardiovascular health and 
empower individuals to take 
control of their well-being. 
Small, consistent changes can 
lead to a healthier heart and a 
longer life. Take action today 
to protect your heart and in-
spire others to do the same!

Give me a minute. I’ll think of it.

American Heart Month

What’s Lost and Trying To Be Found
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EMBRACING LOCAL HISTORY

By Blytha Ellis, President
Adair County Historical  
Society and Museum

The Silver Star Drive-in 
Theatre opened in Kirks-
ville on June 4, 1950, to a 
very enthusiastic crowd. 
Its owners were Day and 
Frances Mangus. The first 
movie shown there was “A 
Connecticut Yankee in King 
Arthur’s Court” with Bing 
Crosby and Rhonda Fleming.

In January 2018, Pam 
Sylvara, Biographer for the 
Adair County Historical So-
ciety, wrote an article on the 
history of the Drive-in and 
its owners with the assis-
tance of Mangus daughter, 
Marilyn “Jo” (Mangus) Mill-
er and other family mem-
bers. Much of this informa-
tion comes from that story.

Before the movie start-
ed on opening night, Day 
Mangus gave the following 
speech over the loud speak-
er: “This is Day Mangus 
speaking. It is with sincere 
pride that we open this drive-
in theater, presenting for 
your pleasure and relaxation 
a new civic institution. In 
dedicating this amusement 
center to our patrons, we 
have installed every known 
modern improvement for 
your safety, comfort and 
convenience. Everything has 
been done that will make 
your visits to the Silver Star 
Drive-in pleasant ones to be 
remembered.

“We, therefore, ask your 
cooperation in helping to 
keep this theater as nice 
and comfortable as possi-
ble. Remember, this is your 
theater. Make the Silver 

Star Drive-in your amuse-
ment center. Spend your 
leisure hours here among 
these beautiful surround-
ings and in the privacy and 
comfort of your own car.

“I would like to thank 
each and everyone that has 
given us their cooperation 
and service in building this 
theater. In this spirit of ser-
vice, the staff, my wife, and 
myself dedicate this Silver 
Star Drive-in to the highest 
ideals of entertainment — 
and to you. Thank you.”

In the beginning, ushers 
were provided to instruct 
movie goers who were new 
to the concept of drive-in 
theaters, how and where to 
park and how to attach the 
new speakers to their car 
windows. In the center of 
the theater grounds was a 
building housing the pro-
jection room, restrooms, 
and a large concession 
stand which was managed 
by Frances Mangus. They 
sold hot dogs, popcorn, 
cold drinks, ice cream, 
novelties and their famous 
juicy burgers. Of course, 
there was no objection to 
people bringing their own 
food items in their cars for 
snacking during the movie.

Day himself always 
claimed a parking space at 
the first speaker to the right 
of the concession stand. His 
daughters reported that 
Day never missed a movie. 
He would generally com-
ment after each film, “That 
was the best one yet.”

The drive-in also boasted 
a children’s grassy play-
ground directly in front 
of the big screen. There 

were swings, slides and a 
merry-go-round. Benches 
were provided for parents 
to supervise their children 
as they played. It was com-
mon to see many children 
there, clad in pajamas, pre-
pared to later be sleeping 
in the cars as their parents 
watched the late movies.

Day and Frances Man-
gus’ daughter, Jo Miller, 
commented on the ques-
tionable security of the two 
cash boxes at the entrance 
ticket booth. Each side had 
a wooden money drawer 
under the ticket window. 
Jo felt that much better se-
curity would be required 
today. Jo related that sev-
eral times her father told 
cashiers working the booth, 
“If someone wants to rob 
you, just hand them the 
money drawers.” Fortunate-
ly, this never occurred.

However, there were of-
ten patrons who tried to get 
in for free. People would 
sneak others in through use 
of car trunks. Jo told us 
that once Day suspected a 
certain high school boy of 
hiding in a trunk, and Day 
called him by name and 
asked if he was in there. 
Without thinking, the guilty 
party answered “Yes” from 
inside the trunk!

One popular feature of 
the Drive-in was “Buck 
Nite.” This was held on 
Tuesdays, one of the slow-
er days for the theater. This 
was when a whole carload 
of people could get into the 
theater for $1.00 per ve-
hicle. This brought a full 
array of vehicle types such 
as pickup trucks with their 

beds full and some flatbed 
trucks. These conveyanc-
es would generally park 
backwards and sometimes 
come with lawn chairs in 
the back.

Then, there were those 
too cheap to pay the admis-
sion fee and crawl under the 
tall fence that surrounded 
the parking area. These 
were usually high school 
kids. One of the businesses 
next door to the theater was 
Sellars Implement, and kids 
would park their cars in 
that lot when they crawled 
under the fence. Jo said that 
her father remained calm 
and allowed them to think 
they had hoodwinked the 
theater owner.

The Wabash railroad 
tracks ran behind the Man-
gus property, and some 
tricksters would walk the 
tracks until they were di-
rectly behind the entire 
parking area in line with 
the screen. They could 
watch the show from a dis-
tance, but they had no au-
dio. This was also true with 
vehicles which would park 
farther west on what is now 
Industrial Road and view a 
silent movie.

Another problem the 
Drive-in faced was the 
continual replacement of 
car speakers. Destruction 
of speakers often came ac-
cidentally when tired movie 
goers would drive off for-
getting about the speaker 
which had to be re-mounted 
on the pole beside the car. 
The moving vehicle would 
quickly snap the speaker 
cord. Other speakers could 
have been taken on pur-

pose, but they were prob-
ably useless to the heisters 
except for a souvenir. (The 
Adair Co. Historical Society 
Museum has on display, two 
authentic Silver Star Drive-
in speakers with snapped 
cords which were donated 
many years ago.)

Easter Sunrise Services 
at the Drive-in was a pop-
ular yearly event, spon-
sored by the Faith Lutheran 
Church. This brought huge 
crowds early on Easter 
Sunday mornings. The ap-
peal was probably the fact 
that families could worship 
without the need for dress-
ing up on this occasion.

Independence Day was 
also a popular time at the 
Drive-in. Along with patri-
otic movies being shown, 
fireworks were set off by 
the Mangus family at inter-
mission time.

As the Silver Star Drive-
in flourished, Day and Fran-
ces Mangus built a large, 
beautiful, brick home on 
their property just north 
of the theater at 2707 N. 
Baltimore. On either side 

of this home, their two 
oldest daughters and their 
families built brick homes, 
Jo (Mangus) Miller on the 
south and Iola (Mangus) 
Wait on the north. This 
latter home is now Rosie’s 
Northtown Cafe.

Across Highway 63 near 
the theater was one of Kirks-
ville’s most popular drive-in 
restaurants for that same 
era, the A & W Root Beer 
Stand with its carhops and 
fasten- on-your-window 
trays. Roy Allen and Frank 
Wright coined this brand 
in 1922 in California, using 
the first letters of their last 
names, but these drive-ins 
spread to our area much lat-
er. A & W received a boom-
ing business from Silver Star 
patrons both before and af-
ter the movies. Some groups 
would order a keg of root 
beer to take in their vehicles 
to the theater, along with 
burgers and all the trim-
mings. What great memories 
were made in those bygone 
days for all ages!

© Copyright 2025 by Blytha Ellis
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Perils of Operating The Silver Star Drive-In Theatre
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By Larry Evans

115 Years Ago, Feb. 7, 1910
Kirksville proved that 

it was not far behind Kan-
sas City and other Midwest 
cities with the addition of 
taxi services for Kirks-
ville. Ralph Carothers of 
Centerville, Iowa, had pur-
chased a modern Ford four 
passenger, electric lighted 
taxicab which he planned 
to run as a public carrier 
in Kirksville. The new Ford 
would deliver a passenger 
to any part of the city at the 
rate of twenty-five cents 
per customer.

90 Years Ago, Feb. 1, 1935
The southbound Wabash 

passenger train Number 14 
derailed at the shoe factory 
after striking the switch to 
a stub track to the factory. 
The locomotive plunged 
several feet down the side 
track before it jumped the 
rails and overturned on 
its side down an embank-
ment. Besides the engine, 
the tender and the baggage 
cars were derailed, and 
the engineer, J. D Morgan, 
was severely injured. The 
train was traveling about 
20 miles per hour when 
the derailment occurred. 
Onboard passengers were 
uninjured, and one of the 
Pullman porters said he 
was asleep when the ac-
cident occurred and was 
not awakened. The quick 
action by members of the 
train crew prevented en-
gineer Morgan from be-

ing scalded or drowned as 
he lay pinned inside the 
overturned locomotive. Dr. 
George Grim, the Wabash 
physician, was summoned 
to the scene to treat Mor-
gan. The fireman, W. E 
Foose, of Moberly suffered 
sprains and bruises. The 
passengers on the train 
were removed from the 
train and taken to Moberly 
by bus. Wreckers were at 
work throughout the morn-
ing working on the derailed 
portion of the train.

90 Years Ago, Feb. 4, 1935
The Clyde White family, 

who lived on East Washing-
ton Street in Kirksville, felt 
as though their lives were 
saved by a stray dog when 
their house was destroyed 
by fire. The dog which 
showed up at the White resi-
dence about a month earlier 
was permitted to sleep in 
the house. When the house 
caught fire and the rooms 
began to fill with smoke, 
the dog jumped on the bed 
and awakened White. Upon 
investigating, White found 
the entire east side of the 
house on fire and smoke 
had filled the rooms on the 
other side of the house. Af-
ter awakening the children, 
Clyde White ran across the 
street to sound the alarm. 
When he returned to the 
house to make sure every-
one was out, the heat by 
the front door was so in-
tense that his eyebrows and 
hair were singed. The two 
children had difficulty in 

getting out of the house as 
the rear door of the house 
could not be opened. Fortu-
nately, they broke a window 
pane and climbed out of 
the house. Mrs. White and 
another daughter were in 
Clark, Missouri, the night 
of the fire.

85 Years Ago, Feb. 1, 1940
The month of January 

1940 proved to be Kirks-
ville’s coldest month on re-
cord. The weather records 
for the month showed a mean 
temperature of only 10.6 de-
grees. The average mean 
temperature for January in 
Kirksville in the previous 
half-century was 24 degrees. 
The coldest previous Janu-
ary, according to the avail-
able temperature records, 
was in 1918 when the mini-
mum and maximum reading 
throughout the month aver-
aged 13.5 degrees. The tem-
peratures for January 1940 
showed there were fourteen 
days in which the mercury 
was at zero or below, the 
temperature shrinking to 15 
below zero on three days. Re-
cords showed at that time the 
highest reading ever record-
ed in Kirksville in January 
was 68 degrees, and the low-
est reading ever recorded 
in January was 22 degrees 
below zero.

85 Years Ago, Feb. 4, 1940
Hog cholera was on the 

rampage in Adair County 
according to local veterinar-
ians and the County Agent 
Smith T. Powell Jr. One 
farmer reported that he had 
lost between 40 and 50 hogs 
in just a few days. Accord-
ing to the reports by local 
farmers the outbreak was 
sudden, and the disease was 
gaining ground as it spread 
rapidly from farm to farm. 
The accumulation of dead 
hogs was creating a serious 
problem for some farmers. 
Missouri state law forbid the 
removal of dead hogs from 
the farm on which they died. 
They were to be disposed of 
by cremation.

85 Years Ago, Feb. 8, 1940
For the first time in Adair 

County’s history a black 
man was selected to sit on 
an Adair County Circuit 
Court jury. Kirksville res-
ident Harry W. (Ras) Coby, 
an employee of the Missou-
ri Power & Light Company 
was selected for the jury 
hearing a case involving 
two white men—a Kirks-
ville resident who was su-
ing a resident of Chariton 
County. Black persons had 
previously been included on 
Adair County jury lists, but 
this was the first instance 

in which a Black person 
was selected for jury duty.

80 Years Ago, Feb. 1, 1945
The world was in the 

midst of a world war, and 
the United States was doing 
all it could to direct maxi-
mum resources to the war 
effort. The War Production 
Board (WPB) had ordered 
a national “brownout” to 
conserve electricity. Kirks-
ville’s business district was 
expected to be consider-
ably dimmer beginning 
February 1. The Missouri 
Power & Light Company, 
Kirksville’s source of elec-
tricity, announced it would 
begin compliance on Feb-
ruary 1, 1945. The WPB’s 

order applied mainly to 
outdoor displays and oth-
er outdoor lighting which 
was not deemed necessary. 
The order prohibited out-
door advertising and other 
outdoor promotional light-
ing, outdoor decorative and 
ornamental lighting, show 
window lighting, and mar-
quee lighting more than 60 
watts per marquee. Out-
door sign lighting was pro-
hibited except for lighted 
signs required for fire and 
police protection, traffic 
control, and transportation 
terminals or hospital iden-
tification. The penalty for 
non-compliance was discon-
tinuance of electric service.

© Copyright 2025 by Larry Evans
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Full view of the Silver Star Drive-in Theatre with the three 
Mangus homes on the right and the Mangus stables on the 
left. The A & W Root Beer stand and its parking lot are in the 
foreground across from the driveway to the Miller home.
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$100 when you open a Checking
account with direct deposit

$200 added to your Savings account

equitybank.com/fitness
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equiI T ’ S Y O U R M O N E Y

*Financial Fitness Bonus Offers are available for a limited time and may be canceled without notice. Promotion is available from January 17, 2025 to March 31, 2025. One
financial fitness offer permitted per household, available for new Equity Bank households only, and subject to review and approval. The incentive may be paid for opening
both a new checking account and a new savings account if they are both opened during the promotion period. Incentive amount will be directly deposited into customer’s
qualifying account after approximately 45 days of account opening ($100 for a new checking account and $200 for a new savings account), assuming all qualifications are
met. To qualify for offer, customer must (1) open and fund a new checking account and savings account no later than March 31, 2025, (2) maintain Equity Bank accounts in
active and good standing at time of incentive payment, (3) receive a qualifying direct deposit within 45 days of account opening.When opening accounts online, enter
“FITNESS OFFER”under “Enter Promotional Code.” If customer opens accounts at an Equity Bank location, mention Fitness Offer at time of opening. Promotion not available
to current employees and employee household members of Equity Bancshares, Inc. or its subsidiaries. Customer will be issued a 1099-INT form for tax value of the incentive
amount. Minimum $100 deposits may be required to open Equity Bank checking account and Equity Bank savings account. Member FDIC

Kirksville - Downtown
214 S Franklin St.
(660) 665-7766

Kirksville - Walmart
2206 N Baltimore St.

(660) 626-1115

Kirksville - North
1702 N Green St.
(660) 626-1096
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By MoDOT

The following is a list 
of general highway main-
tenance work the Missou-
ri Department of Trans-
portation has planned in 
the Northern Missouri 
region for the next few 
weeks. All road closures 
and planned roadwork 
may be viewed on the 
Traveler Information 
Map at http://traveler.

modot.org/map/. In-
clement weather may 
cause schedule changes 
in some of the planned 
work. There may also 
be moving operations 
throughout the region, 
in addition to the work 
mentioned below.

Macon County
Route K – Feb. 3-5, 

Closed for culvert re-
placement operations 

from Route M to Route 
KK between 8 a.m. and 
2 p.m. daily.

Route K – Feb. 6-7, 
Closed for culvert re-
placement operations 
from Route KK to Kenne-
dy Street between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. daily.

Scotland County
Route U – Feb. 3 – 4, 

Closed for brush cutting 
operations from CR 412 

to CR 500 between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. daily.

Route U – Feb. 5 – 6, 
Closed for brush cutting 
operations from CR 166 
to CR 165 between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. daily.

Putnam County
Route 129 – Closed 

at the North Blackbird 
Creek Bridge for a bridge 
rehabilitation project 
through February 2025.

Upcoming Northern Missouri road work

By Northeast Coalition  
for Roadway Safety

HANNIBAL – The Northeast 
Coalition for Roadway Safety is 
offering grant funding to local 
schools that hold student lock-in 
events for Project Prom or high 
school graduation. Eligibility 
requirements include hosting a 
presentation or activity educat-
ing students on highway safety 
issues. There are many highway 
safety programs available at no 
cost to schools. A complete list 
can be found on the resource 
flyer posted on the Northeast 
Coalition for Roadway Safety 
website. Qualifying schools will 
receive $200 each to assist with 
event expenses such as location 

rental, food or entertainment, 
which will be paid directly to 
the school.

“These supervised events are a 
way for students to safely enjoy 
their special event with friends,” 
stated Northeast District Traffic 
Engineer Jonathan Bruner. “Im-
paired or distracted driving can 
have devastating consequences, 
changing lives in a matter of sec-
onds. We want these students to 
have positive and lasting memo-

ries of these important occasions, 
not tragedies.”

The Northeast Coalition will 
be accepting grant applications 
now through Feb. 21. Interest-
ed schools and/or their spon-
sors can submit the online grant 
application by visiting Project 
Prom-Graduation Grant | Missou-
ri Department of Transportation 
(modot.org). Funding is available 
for up to 20 local schools.

For additional information, 
contact Northeast Coalition Fa-
cilitator Gerri Jeffries at (573) 
248-2502 or Northeast Coali-
tion Representative Tina Lee 
at (573) 248-2517, or visit the 
Northeast Coalition’s website 
at: www.savemolives.com/mcrs/
Northeast-Region.

Grant funding available for Project 
Prom, graduation lock-in events

By Northeast Christian High School

Northeast Christian High 
School (NHCS) in Kirksville 
announced that they are an of-
ficial A+ Scholarship Program 
school through the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education of Missouri. The A+ 
Scholarship Program is a merit 
based scholarship that provides 

scholarship funds to eligible 
graduates of A+ designated high 
schools in Missouri. Students 
may earn two years paid tui-
tion at state community colleges, 
state vocational and technical 
schools and certain private two-
year vocational and technical 
schools.

In order to be eligible, students 
need to perform at least 50 hours 

of unpaid tutoring or mentoring 
of which up to 25 percent may 
include job shadowing prior to 
graduation. Students must main-
tain a grade point average of 2.5 
or greater in order to receive 
the scholarship. An attendance 
record of 95 percent is also re-
quired. Students must also main-
tain a record of good citizenship.

“NHCS continues to offer a 

wide variety of classes, oppor-
tunities and experiences along 
with a kingdom education,” 
school officials said. “Our school 
has a dedicated staff that pride 
themselves on family christian 
values that drive a quality educa-
tion. Our goal is to produce stu-
dents who will thrive as produc-
tive Christian citizens who lead 
and serve their communities.”

T
he urban trout 
parks have 
been a great 
success and 
provide a close 

to home opportunity to get 
some high quality fishing. 
Spur Pond in Kirksville is 
just the right place. In No-
vember, the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation 
stocked over 1,400 rain-
bow trout for the public to 
pursue. Several of those 
are “lunkers” that will ex-
ceed three pounds. Febru-
ary 1 will mark the start 
of the “keep season”. At 
this time, it will be legal 
to use all types of baits. 
Trout are aggressive 
hunters that can be taken 
with live bait, dough baits, 
and artificial flys.

In order to increase 
your odds of landing a 
large trout, try to use the 
minimum test of fishing 
line. Anything less than 
four pound test is best. 
Trout have excellent vi-
sion and can spook easily 
at any additional hard-
ware, so avoid any swivels 
or sinkers close to your 
lure. Don’t forget that 

when you start trout fish-
ing a bobber is now called 
an indicator!

Taking home some rain-
bows for the frying pan is 
an excellent winter dish. 
Remember that although 
the trout are in our back-
yard local pond, the daily 
limit is four. There are no 
size limits. The typical 
permits required are a 
fishing permit and trout 
stamp. Some age exemp-
tions can apply.

As a winter activity ice 
fishing may be an option. 
It is recommended that 
the ice is at least four 
inches thick. Share your 
ice fishing plans with 
others and have an emer-
gency pack available. If 
you plan to be out on the 
ice carry self rescue tools 
and a flotation device.

If you witness a Wild-
life Code violation in 
progress, please call your 
local Conservation Agent 
or Operation Game Thief 
at 1-800-392-1111.

Spur Pond 
is stocked 
with trout

AGENT AFIELD

KEVIN POWELL
AGENT

Northeast Christian High School is an official A+ Scholarship Program school
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By Henry Janssen
hjanssen@kirksvilledailyexpress.com

The Tigers’ win in Tuesday 
night’s home Pink Out game 
certainly wasn’t glamorous, 
but Kirksville latched a 47-44 
victory to keep them behind 
only Mexico within the con-
ference. Moberly led 44-37 
with a little over two minutes 
left to play before senior for-
ward Connor Hall snapped a 
nearly three-minute drought 
with a transition layup. The 
Spartans never scored again.

“Both teams played hard 
throughout a physical game, 
and maybe we waited too long 
to turn the heat up (with a 
full-court press),” Kirksville 
coach Tyler Martin said.

Kirksville took a 17-9 
deficit into the second quar-
ter, and trailed 28-20 at the 
halftime break. Both teams 
scored 10 points in the third 
quarter to keep the Spartan 
lead at eight.

In the end, Kirksville went 
on a 17-6 run, and out-scored 
Moberly, 27-16, in the second 
half. The Tigers’ first lead 
since the opening moments 
of the first quarter came 
when junior Cutler Lincoln 
knocked down a transition 
layup. Lincoln has been a 
breath of fresh air for the 
Tigers recently, finishing at 
the rim both off of the pass 
and creating his own open 
looks off of the drive.

Lincoln finished with 13 
points. Senior Cole Kelly re-
turned to his usual form, scor-
ing 17. Jace Kent scored 10.

“In the half court, we were 
not at all efficient tonight,” 
Martin said. “They blew up 
the majority of our sets and 
it felt like we fought our butts 
off just to get to 30 by the end 
of the third.

“We called a timeout early 
in the fourth to kind of reset. 
We wanted to space it and 
attack it in the open floor, 
and our guys answered. It’s 
a tough win but a really good 
one.”

Kirksville heads for Han-
nibal on Friday night. The 
Tigers are now 11-6 and 
Moberly falls to 9-9.

Kirksville closes game on 
10-0 run to skirt past Moberly

Kirksville senior forward Connor Hall proverbially parts the 
Red Sea for an easy two points in Tuesday night’s victory.

Jace Kent rolls it off the fingertips and through 
the net on Tuesday in a 47-44 victory. PHOTOS 
BY HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS

Cole Kelly (traditionally jersey no. 55) absorbs 
contact under the rim against Moberly.

By Henry Janssen
hjanssen@kirksvilledailyexpress.com

The Kirksville girls took care of a 
struggling Moberly side in Tuesday 
night’s home Pink Out game, 49-41, 
to improve to 9-7 overall. The win 
kept the Tigers firmly in control of 
their own destiny in the conference, 
and likely the District – the Spartans, 
Mexico, and Fulton are all in Class 4 
District 8 as well.

Wright City and Hallsville are also 
in the District, but neither is within 
four games of .500.

“We knew it’d be a good conference 
win for us if we could get it, and I 
think we just kept our heads up know-
ing that,” freshman point guard Eva 
Danielson said. “Tonight was a great 
environment to play in. We thought 
it gave us that little bit of energy we 
needed.”

Moberly falls to 3-13 on the season 
and the Tigers improve to 9-7.

Kirksville trailed early on Tuesday 
as it struggled to find shots to fall. 
The Tigers took a 14-9 deficit into the 
second quarter, but managed to take 
a 20-18 lead into the halftime break.

The Tigers never trailed again. 
Kirksville scored the first six points 
of the second half to help it jump to a 
33-23 lead, then the next three min-
utes of the third quarter slowed to an 
absolute crawl. From about the 5:30 
mark to 2:30, the only point scored 
was a single Moberly free throw as 
shot after shot refused to fall for 
both sides.

Kirksville’s Paishynce Fouts nailed 
a three-pointer to put her team up 
46-37 with just over two minutes 
remaining to all but seal the victory.

“Sometimes in conference play, fa-
miliarity makes it tough,” Kirksville 
coach Nick Totta said. “I don’t think 
we’re playing as well as we’re capable 
of, and we’re going to have to elevate 
our play. But if you can get a win at 
this point in the year for conference 
play and District seeding, you’ll take 
the victory.

“At the end of the first quarter, we 
talked about our issue being our ef-
fort. Our girls really responded – we 
turned them over and made plays on 
defense.”

Fouts had 18 points, and Chloe Car-
ter continued to come on, finishing 
with 13. Danielson finished with eight 
and Megan Kinney scored seven.

This was the Tigers’ first match-up 
against Moberly. They meet again at 
the Spartans’ place on Feb. 11. Kirks-
ville travels to Hannibal on Friday.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Danielson was 
one assist shy of a triple-double in 
last Friday’s win against Mexico. 
She officially finished with 16 points, 
11 rebounds, and nine assists. Totta 
said that he was nearly certain he has 
never coached any girl on the evening 
of a triple-double.

Tigers nurture second half 
lead, improve to 5-1 in NCMC

Junior forward Chloe Carter knocks down a contested runner in Tuesday 
night’s Kirksville victory. PHOTOS BY HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS

Sophomore Megan Kinney drains 
a three moments before the horn 
sounds at the end of the third quar-
ter in Tuesday’s win.

By Henry Janssen
hjanssen@kirksvilledailyexpress.com

Green City improved to 15-2 
at home on Friday night, top-
ping Milan 60-56. The Gophers 
never trailed in the second half, 
but Milan hit a three to tie the 
game with around six minutes 
remaining in the fourth quarter.

From that point, Green City 
only had a lead cut to within 
three points once with 20 sec-
onds left to play before Milan 
was forced to foul.

All of Green City’s scoring 
came from three players. Soph-
omore Macy Jeffries and junior 
Jaryn Hatcher had 23 points 
apiece, and senior Lily Crist 
scored 14. Jeffries rattled home 
five three-pointers.

The Gophers are in the La 
Plata tournament this week. 
By the time of this publication, 
the top-seeded Gophers will 
have played Schuyler County 
in the opening round on Tues-
day night.

Gopher girls hold 
off Milan to win 
fifth straight

Sophomore guard Macy Jeffries finished with 
23 points on Friday night as the Gophers keep 
rolling ahead of the La Plata tournament.  
PHOTOS BY HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS

Jaryn Hatcher finished tied with Macy Jeffries 
for a team-high 23 points.

By Henry Janssen
hjanssen@kirksvilledailyexpress.com

The Gophers had little challenge remain-
ing undefeated against the visiting Wildcats 
on Friday night, taking a 39-5 lead into the 
halftime break.

The final score was 64-24, and Green City 
didn’t play any of its starters in the second 
half. Milan falls to 5-14. The Gophers have 
won all 17 of their games entering the La 
Plata tournament.

By the time of this publication, top-seeded 
Green City will have played the tournament 
host in the opening round on Monday night.

Green City blasts Milan, keeps 
rocking ahead of La Plata tourney

Green City senior Ty Hall absorbs contact at 
the rim and converts in Friday’s dominant win.

Senior Noah Tipton pushes the tempo at 
home on Friday night. PHOTOS BY HENRY 
JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS
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HOW DO I KNOW IF I’M IMPACTED?
Landowners who own property along the Proposed Route have been
sent a letter in regards to the regulatory filing. To view detailed maps
and learn more, visit our website or contact our team.

After careful consideration of feedback from landowners, community members, interested
agencies and local officials, ATXI has selected and filed a Proposed Route with the Missouri
Public Service Commission (MoPSC).

On December 11, 2024, ATXI submitted an application to the Mo PSC for a Certificate
of Convenience and Necessity for the DZTM Project. As part of this application, ATXI

submitted route options to the Mo PSC for the Denny-Zachary line segment that include the
MISO Selected Single Circuit Design OR the Double Circuit Design along with a summary of
public feedback and stakeholder input. Routes are not final and are subject to final approval by
the Mo PSC. The expected timing for Mo PSC decision is by year-end 2025.

PROPOSEDROUTEFILEDWITHTHE
MISSOURIPUBLICSERVICECOMMISSION

Ameren.com/NorthernMoGrid

Visit efis.psc.mo.gov/Case and enter EA-2025-0087-EFIS in the search box for information.

To learn more about the route and view
detailed maps, scan this QR code with your
smartphone, visit our program website or
contact our project team via email or hotline.

1.833.799.1633 connect@AmerenGridMO.com

728530at

SCOTLAND AND KNOX COUNTY, MO

LAND AUCTION
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2025 AT 10:00 AMCT

547 ACRES± (SUBJECT TO SURVEY)
9 TRACTS

Tract 8 Physical Address: 52956 State Hwy Y, Baring, MO 63531
The Mayfield farms are near Greensburg, MO and conveniently located 
just east of Hwy 15. Tracts 1, 2, 3, and 9 are located on Halfway Rd 
and County Line Rd in Sections 35 & 36, T64N-R12W, Tobin Township, 
Scotland County. Tracts 4,5,6,7, and 8 are located on County Line Rd, 
State Hwy Y, and County Rd 16 (Dexter Ave) in Sections 1,11, & 12, T63N-
R12W, Greensburg Township, Knox County, Missouri.

Farms represent productive tillable cropland, income producing 
CRP, and two homes including a beautiful brick ranch style with 
pond/outbuildings. This is an excellent opportunity for farmers, 

investors and someone looking for rural living!
L.P. & JEANNE MAYFIELD REVOCABLE TRUST

MONICA ZAHN AND MICHELE MCLAREN, EXECUTORS
Closing & Title Work: Knox County Abstract

105 S 1st St, Edina, MO 63537 (660) 397-3259
Auction Managers: Louie Zinn (319) 795-2314

& Dan Sullivan (319) 795-1833

VIRTUAL ONLINE

SCAN FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

TUESDAY, FEB. 11 • 4:00 PM – 6:00 PMTRACT 8 
OPEN HOUSE:

73
67

81
ch

By Henry Janssen  
& Truman Athletics

Ten unanswered points 
over the final two min-
utes allowed the Bulldog 
women to pull away from 
William Jewell and climb 
to even in league action 
on the road Saturday af-
ternoon, 73-61.

Truman State — win-
ners of four of the previ-
ous five dating back to a 
69-60 win in Kirksville 
over a tough Lewis Ill.) 
squad on Jan. 18 — now 
sits at 6-6 in Great Lakes 
Valley Conference (GLVC) 
with one month to play.

Truman coach Theo 
Dean said that he was 
glad to get out of Lib-
erty with a victory. He 
thought his team played 
flawed basketball but 
was pleased with how his 
team scrapped for a win 

on a day that felt like they 
looked a little off.

“We missed layups, we 
turned the ball over six 
more times than they did, 
but we still found a way 
to win,” Dean said as he 
shrugged. “This group re-
ally plays for one another 
and they don’t get down 
on each other. That’s just 
the difference some days. 
Sometimes you’re just a 
little flat but you can still 
battle.”

Graduate student Jor-
dan Cunningham’s 23 
points marked the ninth 
time this season she tal-
lied more than 20 points. 
Sophomore Molly Joyce 
reached double figures 
for the third consecu-
tive game with 14. The 
Bulldogs finished with 
a 21-10 advantage in 
bench points with grad-
uate student guard Gra-

cie Neff’s season-high 
nine points leading the 
way. Neff also recorded 
season highs in minutes 
(31), FGM/FGA (3-for-6), 
three-pointers made (3), 
and rebounds (6).

Jewell narrowed the gap 
to two, 63-61, with 3:08 left 
in the game before the 
Bulldogs converted five 
straight two-for-two trips 
to the free-throw line to 
finish things. Cunningham 
and senior forward Emma 
Bulman each went 4-for-
4 in the span with Joyce 
sinking the other two.

Truman continues into 
February 9-13 overall, 
while William Jewell fin-
ishes the day 5-13 overall 
and 9-13 in GLVC play. The 
‘Dogs return to Pershing 
Arena at 5:15 p.m. Thurs-
day against Drury (Mo.) 
in this season’s Black Out 
game.

‘Dogs score final 10 at Jewell to 
improve to .500 in league play

Grad senior Jordan 
Cunningham contin-
ued to impress in her 
only season with the 
Bulldogs on Saturday, 
posting a game-high 
23 points in a tight-
ly-fought victory.  
HENRY JANSSEN/ 
DAILY EXPRESS

By Henry Janssen  
& Truman Athletics

Truman got back on the 
gas pedal after William 
Jewell climbed back from 
15-point halftime deficit in 
Liberty on Saturday. The 
‘Dogs won 65-55, and after 
scoring 30 points in 12 min-
utes in the second half, the 
Cardinals didn’t have much 
left in the tank.

Down to the ‘Dogs 33-18 at 
half and struggling, Jewell 
blew up for 30 points in the 
next less than 12 minutes to 
tie the game at 48 with 8:19 
remaining. The Cardinals 
recovered from 23 percent 
first half shooting from the 
floor to shoot 50 percent in 
the second half.

Junior point guard Xavi-
er Hall who has been heart-
and-soul for the ‘Dogs said 
that he was proud of his 
guys’ fight.

“We did such a good job 
defensively in the first half 
that we knew there was no 
way they weren’t going to 
punch back,” the Shawnee 

Mission native said. “We 
just weathered the storm 
and kept fighting. That’s 

kind of been the story all 
year, we’re gritty. I trust 
my guys and they trust me 
— games like this it’s great 
to get out of here with a win 
any way you can.”

Hall finished with nine 
points, six assists, and a 
pair of rebounds.

As a team, Truman out-
rebounded Jewell 37-26.

Junior forward Brennan 
Lovette sank a three out 
of a Truman State time-
out after sophomore guard 
Kobi Williams corralled 
an offensive rebound on a 
missed three by redshirt 
sophomore guard Casen 
Lawrence to right the ship.

Williams led Truman 
State with 15 points and sea-
son-highs in rebounds (9) and 
assists (3). Lovette scored 
14 with six boards while 
senior guard Trey Shearer 
recorded 14 points with a 
season-high seven rebounds.

Truman State is now 
12-8 overall, 6-6 in Great 
Lakes Valley Conference 
play while William Jew-
ell falls to 6-14, 3-9 GLVC. 
Thursday marks a return 
to Pershing Arena for the 
Bulldogs with a 7:30 tip 
against Drury. The ‘Dogs 
are home against South-
west Baptist on Saturday 
as well.

Stymying first-half defense 
helps Truman past Jewell

Kobi Williams led the ‘Dogs with 15 
points on Saturday at William Jewell’s 
place in Liberty.

Xavier Hall pulls up for a 15-footer in Satur-
day’s victory. Hall said his team’s resilience 
was the biggest key to the victory after 
William Jewell busted out to close the gap 
in the early part of the second half.

Trey Shearer has found his shot in the first half of Saturday’s 
win, knocking down a pair of threes. He finished with 12 points 
on 5-of-11 shooting. PHOTOS BY HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS

Your trusted 
source for 
local news.

Follow us online at
kirksvilledailyexpress.com

A&L SALES
Monday - Saturday • 8 am to 5 pm

25655 HWY 156
3 miles west of Laplata, MO

• Bulk Frozen Foods •
• Muck Boots • Fabric •

• Footware •

72
83

99
jn
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDDERS
MOBERLY HOUSING Authority

Exterior Finish & Opening Repairs
PWA Project No. 202021.03

Sealed Bids for Lump Sum Contract will be received by Moberly Housing
Authority, 205 Farror Street, Moberly, MO 65270 no later than
4:00 p.m., Monday, February 10, 2025.
PROJECT: MOBERLY HOUSING Authority
Moberly Towers: Plumbing, HVAC and Electrical Replacements and 
Renovations
Documents available 01/15/2023 from ADS, Phone: 573-446-7768; fax 
573-355-5433 / www.adsmo.net for $100.00 refundable deposit made 
payable to Moberly Housing Authority. Contract Documents will be on 
file for review at the office of the Housing Authority of the City of Moberly, 
at the offices of Peckham & Wright Architects, Inc. and ADS. A list for 
Planroom locations is available by link through the ADS website. 
A pre-bid conference will be held at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, January 
23, 2025, at the Moberly Housing Authority, 205 Farror Street, Moberly, 
Missouri 65270
Contact for bidding procedural questions: Erik Miller, AIA, Peckham & 
Wright Architects, Inc., 2120 Forum Blvd Ste 101, Columbia, MO 65203 
Phone: 573-449-2863 Fax: 573-442-6213 Email: 
emiller@pwarchitects.com

Minority and/or women-owned businesses are encouraged to respond

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Separate sealed bids for the construction, re-construction and removal
of North Central Missouri Electric Cooperative, Inc. (NCMECI) or
hereinafter, Cooperative, distribution electric power lines. NCMECI is
located in Milan, Missouri.

The project consists of the construction of new single and three phase
overhead power lines. The re-construction of existing single and three
phase overhead power lines and the removal of existing single and three
phase overhead powerlines. The project also consists of one segment of
a three-phase, primary underground distribution power line. This project
includes the necessary work to accommodate the future and on-going
construction of the Roy Blunt Reservoir, located generally Northeast of
Milan, Missouri.

Bids will be received by Toth & Associates, Consulting Engineers and
authorized representative of North Central Missouri Electric Cooperative,
Inc. of Milan, Missouri at the office of Toth & Associates until
2:00 p.m. CST on Thursday, March 13, 2025, and then publicly opened
and read aloud. Any bid received after the time and date specified above
will be returned unopened. Instructions for bid delivery and bid opening
location are set forth in the bid documents.

NCMECI reserves the right to award the contract to the “lowest and best
responsible bidder”. The Cooperative further reserves the right to waive
any irregularities in any or all bids, reserves the right to determine which
is the most responsive, responsible bidder, and to reject or approve
the bids. Each bid must be accompanied by a bid security of $5000.00
(five thousand dollars) via a bid bond, cashier’s check, or approved
money order payable to Toth & Associates, Attn: Kathy Bates, 1550 East
Republic Road, Springfield, MO. 65804. Work under this contract to be
fully complete within 365 calendar days upon Notice to Proceed.

The project is being funded as part of the electrical relocations and utility
relocation funds and reimbursements programmed by the NCMRWC
(North Central Missouri Regional Water Commission). The wage rates
applicable for this project have been predetermined as required by the
State of Missouri Prevailing Wage Law and are set forth in the proposal.
The Contractor shall comply with all requirements regarding immigration
and e-verification of citizenship. The Contractor shall also comply with all
requirements regarding OSHA safety training. Bonding, insurance, and
other requirements and certifications are set forth in the bid documents.

Electronic copies of the plans, specifications, proposal forms and
other contract documents are available at no charge to Bidders
and may be obtained by email or phone from Toth & Associates,
Attn: Kathy Bates, 1550 East Republic Road, Springfield, MO. 65804.
Phone: (417) 888-0645, email: kbates@tothassociates.com. Paper copies
are available upon request and will be subject to a $200.00 processing
and handling fee, including shipping,

Shelby CountyShelby County
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONREAL ESTATE AUCTION

PROPERTY LOCATION: From Clarence, MO take Highway 151 north 12 miles to
Highway B, continue straight ahead in the curve on Highway B for another 3 miles
through Cherry Box to the Dutton Property on the right (joins the cemetery).

AUCTION & PROPERTY LOCATION:
COMMUNITY CLUB, 155 EAST HIGHWAY 151, LEONARD, MO 63451

98 +/- ACRES OF THE
DUTTON PROPERTY
REPRESENTS SOME
OF THE FINEST CROP
PRODUCTION LAND
IN SHELBY COUNTY.

“Cherry Box Community”

THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN TOWNSHIP 59N, RANGE 12W,
SECTION 10 OF SHELBY COUNTY, MO. THE SHELBY COUNTY
FSA CALLS FOR 93.74 ACRES TILLABLEWITH THE BALANCE IN
WATERWAYS AND TWO VERY SMALL PATCHES OFWOODS.

THE FARM LAYS GREAT AND HAS LOTS OF LONG STRAIGHT ROWS.

98 +/- ACRES
SELLER: LEON D. LATCHFORD

REVOCABLE TRUST
Wheeler
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATEE

o23101 HWY. 24, PARIS, MO 65275 | 660-327-5890
WWW.WHEELERAUCTIONS.COM

CHARLIE NORDWALD| 636-795-4552
Wheeler AUctions | 660-327-5890
WWW.wheelerauctions.com

Shelby CountyShelby CountyShelby County
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONREAL ESTATE AUCTION

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 AT 10 AM

PROPERTY LOCATION (See each tract for directions listed on the website)

AUCTION LOCATION: American Legion Hall
520Maple Street, Shelbina, MO 63468

OFFERING 213 +/- ACRES IN TWO TRACTS
RANGING FROM 80 +/- ACRES TO 133 +/- ACRES,
BOTHWITH DIRECT ROAD ACCESS, RURALWATER

AND READY FOR SPRING 2025 PLANTING.

PRE-AUCTION PROPERTY VIEWINGPRE-AUCTION PROPERTY VIEWING
Tuesday, February 18, 2025 from 2 PM to 4 PMTuesday, February 18, 2025 from 2 PM to 4 PM

We do it all. Polebarns,
barndos, cabins, concrete,
and drywall. 2024 Building
of the year nominee. Na-
tional Frame Building Ex-
pert Post Frame Builder.
Call/text 573-424-8174

If veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable,
ask for Happy Jack® ani-
mal healthcare to treat
yeast infections, hook &
round worms. At Tractor
Supply® & MFA Co-ops.
(www.happyjackinc.com).

Pets & Supplies
MERCHANDISE

300 acres tillable ground,
Macon County, MO. Cash
rent, $135.00 per acre or
best offer. Reclaimed
ground. 573-473-0776

Olshan Foundation Solu-
tions. Your trusted founda-
tion repair experts since
1933. Foundation repair.
Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation.
Limited time up to $250 off
foundation repair. Call Ol-
shan 1-888-437-7797

Construction-Services

300 acres tillable ground,
Macon County, MO. Cash
rent, $135.00 per acre or
best offer. Reclaimed
ground. 573-473-0776

Land/Pasture
IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL                           Case Number: 24AR-PR00141 
CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI
Judge or Division: 
PROBATE 

In the Estate of CHRISTIAN MESHACH AGAMEMNON STEINBECK 
HATALA, a Disabled Person.  

Notice of Appointment of Conservator 

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of CHRISTIAN MESHACH 
AGAMEMNON STEINBECK HATALA, a Disabled Person:
On January 14, 2025, RHONDA NOE, Adair County Public Administrator 
was appointed conservator of the estate of CHRISTIAN MESHACH AG-
AMEMNON STEINBECK HATALA, a person adjudicated disabled under 
the laws of Missouri by the Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Adair 
County, Missouri.
The business address of the conservator is respectively:
300 North Franklin, Kirksville, Missouri, 63501
All creditors of said disabled person are notified to file their claims in the 
Probate Division of the Circuit Court.
PUBLICATION DATES: 1-22-2025, 1-29-2025, 2-5-2025, 2-12-2025

WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM
Large round bales of hay,
net wrapped, never been
wet. Call 660-216-7696.

DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, creating
new trails and crossings,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
C a l l  f o r  q u o t e s .
660-342-2701

Chat/Dirt/GravelRound bales 5' wide 67"
inches tall mixed grass
hay with alfalfa. Bailed dry
fertilized,lab tested, net
wrapped with plastic sur-
face wrap on top. Load
evenings and weekends
Watson Hay Sales .
660-341-4031

Safe Step. North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-833-732-0966

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL Case Number: 25AR-CV00099
CIRCUIT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

Judge or Division:
KRISTIE JEAN SWAIM

Plaintiff/Petitioner:
GALT SPEAK I, LLC vs.

Defendant/Respondent:
BRITTANY OCHOA
ALBERTO ESCOBAR

Nature of Suit:
AC Rent and Possession

Notice Upon Order for Service by Publication

The State of Missouri to: ALBERTO ESCOBAR & BRITTANY OCHOA

511 S. ELSON STREET APT A
KIRKSVILLE, MO 63501

You are notified that an action has been commenced against you in the
Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri, the object and general nature
of which is A Rent And Possession and which affects the following
described property:

The names of all parties in this action are stated in the caption above
and the name(s) and address(es) of the attorney(s) for the plaintiff/
petitioner(s) are:

ANDREW REX FARWELL, 715 NORTH BALTIMORE, KIRKSVILLE,
MO 63501 660-665-2115

You are further notified that, unless you file an answer or
other pleading or otherwise appear and defend against this
action within 45 days after ___02/05/25____, judgment by
default will be entered against you.

PUBLICATION DATES: FEBRUARY 5, 12, 19 AND 26

01/30/25
Date

/s/ MARTHA COLE
Clerk

COURT SEAL OF

ADAIR COUNTY

(Date File Stamp)

SERVICES
Remodeling

Net wrapped bales, 1st
and 2nd cutting. Mixed
grass hay, delivery availa-
ble. Bob Campbell, Mem-
phis, MO. 660-341-9054

TRIPLE WIDE - moving
stock, awesome price.
573-657-7040.
chateauhomes.net

TINY HOMES - Missouri
franchise 573-881-7965.

Large round bales quality
grass hay and some mixed
alfalfa. Net wrapped.
660-833-9432.

Truman State
University

is accepting
applications

for the following
positions:

To apply, visit
employment.truman.edu

or contact HR at
hrstaff@truman.edu

EOE/AA/ADA

Boiler Plant Foreman
Physical Plant

Technical Support
Specialist I, II, or III

Information Technology
Services

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qual-
ifying purchase. Call
1-866-686-8347 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

I BUY...used mobile homes.
Call or text 573-338-6250 or
e m a i l  G r e g S . C D H
@outlook.com.

Good, top quality big bales
grass hay, net wrapped,
1/2 big blue stem and
other 1/2 brome grass.
573-470-0846/573-470-0847.

February 10, 2025, Rafter C
online no reserve auction.

Auction Sales

40 YEARS THIS YEAR - we
have to be something
right. Call for quote or any
house new or used, double
and single. 573-657-2176.
amegamobilehomes.com

Alfalfa hay, grass hay,
wheat straw for sale. Big
squares. Delivery availa-
ble. 660-956-3420.

AUCTIONS & ESTATE
SALES

Mobile Homes For Sale
Freedom Care. Let your
loved ones care for you
and get paid! Paid by
Medicaid. Choose family
or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your eli-
gibility today! Call Free-
d o m  C a r e  n o w !
1-844-937-4179

Alfalfa baleage for sale,
3'x3'x6' wrapped bales,
crude protein - 21.6%,
RFV-157. We can haul as
you need, will work out a
deal on some excellent
quality feed! 660-956-3420.

For sale or rent: 3 houses
in Brashear, Mo. Referen-
ces required. 1 house in
Memphis, Mo, by high
school. 660-341-8655

Hay/Feed/Seed Homes For Sale
We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or
junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy
three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast
p a y m e n t .  C a l l
1-844-582-9214

REAL ESTATE SALES
Wanted NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

For default in the payment of debt secured by a deed of trust executed by Erin 
S. McConnell, dated May 23, 2018, and recorded on May 23, 2018, Document 
No. 201800001228, in Book No. 1060, at Page 224 in the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds, Adair County, Missouri, the Trustee through his or her delegate, will 
on February 19, 2025, at 1:00 PM, at the South Front Door of the Adair County 
Courthouse, Kirksville, Missouri, sell at public vendue to the highest bidder for 
cash:
Lot Three (3), Block Three (3), Dear’s Second Addition to Kirksville, 
Adair County, Missouri, commonly known as 806 Dear St, Kirksville, MO, 
63501
subject to all prior easements, restrictions, reservations, covenants and 
encumbrances now of record, if any, to satisfy the debt and costs.
Kyle Wilkens, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development for the State of 
Missouri, Trustee, through his or her delegate.   
First Publication:  January 22, 2025.  For more information, visit www.southlaw.
com

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the collection of this debt may be given without the 
prior consent of the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the express 
permission of a court of competent jurisdiction.  The debt collector is attempting to 
collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose (Casefile 
No. 247473-1038865).

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-211-0742

TRANSPORTATION
Miscellaneous

Pequea hay rake, TR10,
pull type, 10 wheel, hy-
draulic fold, no welds,
shedded, used last year,
s o l d  c o w s ,  $ 3 , 9 0 0 .
217-257-1385

Need something? Let us help 
you. You can advertise that 
you are looking for a special 
item.Call 660-665-2808 for 
more information. 

Equipment & Supplies
Are you having a garage sale 
or rummage sale? Call us to 
advertise. 660-665-2808.

Please place your classified ads 
on the Kirksville Daily Express 
website. Our web address is 
www.kirksvilledailyexpress.com

Black Angus bulls, A1 sired
b y  S A V  S a l u t e
(AAA-19852821), very ma-
ternal background, great
feet, yearlings born Febru-
ary 6, 2024. 660-342-7341.
Leave message.

Full size pickup crossover
tool box, $125.00. Side
mount 5' tool box with
mounts, $100.00, both Dee-
Zee aluminum tread bright
with keys. 217-257-1385

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-888-761-1316 to-
day!

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-299-5183

Cattle Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE PLANNING AND

ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF KIRKSVILLE, MISSOURI

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission of the
City of Kirksville, Missouri will conduct one (1) public hearing at Kirksville
City Hall, 201 S. Franklin St., 6:00 pm on Thursday, February 20, 2025
concerning: a rezoning application for Lot 1 of Block 11 of Kingsridge
Addition to the City of Kirksville from R-3, Multifamily Residential District
to C-1, Local Business District.

Notice of Disability Accommodations
Any person with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend
this meeting may contact the City Clerk at 660.627.1225 to make such
arrangement.

Miscellaneous Health CareAGRI-BUSINESS TRANSPORTATION

CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN 8:00  - 5:00   MONDAY - FRIDAY  |  705 E LAHARPE, SUITE F, KIRKSVILLE, MO
660.665.2808  | WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM

SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:

Make some 
cash!Make some 
cash!

Wednesday, February 5, 2025 www.kirksvilledailyexpress.com  Kirksville Daily Express | CLASSIFIEDS 1
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Get a Standard
Warranty of 7 YEARS $849 Value

Call 1-844-220-5662

BACKUP POWER.BACKUP POWER.
PEACE OF MIND.PEACE OF MIND.

Consumer Cellular®

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

Switch & Save Today. 844-211-0742

730278jt

Make the smart andONLYCHOICE
when tackling your roof!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area.
If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use
on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

After

Before

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER!
SAVE!

UP TO50%
OFF

INSTALLATION

Expires 4/30/2025

FREE ESTIMATE
1.888.809.1119

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

130-day risk-free trial-Return within 30 days of purchase
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc.
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are
trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Call us toll-free at
1-844-299-5183

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Shelby CountyShelby County
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONREAL ESTATE AUCTION

PROPERTY LOCATION: From Clarence, MO take Highway 151 north 12 miles to
Highway B, continue straight ahead in the curve on Highway B for another 3 miles
through Cherry Box to the Dutton Property on the right (joins the cemetery).

AUCTION & PROPERTY LOCATION:
COMMUNITY CLUB, 155 EAST HIGHWAY 151, LEONARD, MO 63451

98 +/- ACRES OF THE
DUTTON PROPERTY
REPRESENTS SOME
OF THE FINEST CROP
PRODUCTION LAND
IN SHELBY COUNTY.

“Cherry Box Community”

THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN TOWNSHIP 59N, RANGE 12W,
SECTION 10 OF SHELBY COUNTY, MO. THE SHELBY COUNTY
FSA CALLS FOR 93.74 ACRES TILLABLEWITH THE BALANCE IN
WATERWAYS AND TWO VERY SMALL PATCHES OFWOODS.

THE FARM LAYS GREAT AND HAS LOTS OF LONG STRAIGHT ROWS.

98 +/- ACRES
SELLER: LEON D. LATCHFORD

REVOCABLE TRUST
Wheeler
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATEUCTIONS & REAL EST

o23101 HWY. 24, PARIS, MO 65275 | 660-327-5890
WWW.WHEELERAUCTIONS.COM

CHARLIE NORDWALD| 636-795-4552
Wheeler AUctions | 660-327-5890
WWW.wheelerauctions.com

Shelby CountyShelby CountyShelby County
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONREAL ESTATE AUCTION

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 AT 10 AM

PROPERTY LOCATION (See each tract for directions listed on the website)

AUCTION LOCATION: American Legion Hall
520Maple Street, Shelbina, MO 63468

OFFERING 213 +/- ACRES IN TWO TRACTS
RANGING FROM 80 +/- ACRES TO 133 +/- ACRES,
BOTHWITH DIRECT ROAD ACCESS, RURALWATER

AND READY FOR SPRING 2025 PLANTING.

PRE-AUCTION PROPERTY VIEWINGPRE-AUCTION PROPERTY VIEWING
Tuesday, February 18, 2025 from 2 PM to 4 PMTuesday, February 18, 2025 from 2 PM to 4 PM

24295 Benton Road * P O Box 242 * Kirksville, MO 63501
www.kirksvillelivestock.com

SPECIAL BRED HEIFER, COW& BULL SALES 6:00 P.M.
SPECIAL CATTLE SALES 11:00 A.M.
SPECIAL SHEEP SALES 10:00 A.M.

FEBRUARY, 2025 SALE SCHEDULE

Patty Foster, Office Manager ~ 660-665-9804
Chuck Ambrosia ~ 660-342-3530 ~ Luke West ~ 620-215-5770
Mark Herbold ~ 515-720-8667 ~ Al Ashmead ~ 660-216-8730

Doug Fleshman ~ 660-626-7148 ~ Daniel Smith ~ 660-341-8396
Jeremy Jarman ~ 660-341-9879 ~ Caleb Randolph ~ 641-919-8539

Karol Kirkpatrick ~ 641-777-3403

“Proud to Serve Area Livestock Producers”
For more information or Someone to

Phone for information:

We are open on Sunday to Receive Your Livestock
“Your Business is Very Much Appreciated”

•Monday, February 3 - Special Sheep, Goat, & Hog Sale, 10:00 a.m.
• Friday, February 7 - Special Breeding Stock Cattle Sale, 6:00 p.m.
•Monday, February 10 - Special Feeder Cattle Sale, 11:00 a.m.
•Monday, February 17 - Regular Cattle Sale, 11:00 a.m.
•Monday, February 24 - Special Feeder Cattle Sale, 11:00 a.m.

By Hospice of Northeast Missouri

Nominations are now open for the 
Gaber Founder’s Award for Excellence. 
The award was established in 2023 
thanks to the generous donation by Drs. 
Ron and Elsie Gaber of Kirksville to the 
Hannibal Regional Foundation to sup-
port hospice services in northeast Mis-
souri. The endowment created assists in 
recognizing hospice care workers and 
volunteers who go above and beyond in 
their service to hospice care and the pa-
tients of Hospice of Northeast Missouri.

The inaugural award was presented 
last April to Carrol Davenport, Spiritual 
Care and Bereavement Coordinator for 
Hospice of Northeast Missouri. Nomi-
nations for this prestigious award are 
accepted for both hospice employees as 
well as volunteers. Nominations are open 
until March 10, and the nomination form 
can be found at hospiceofnortheastmis-
souri.org. The Gaber Founder’s Award for 
Excellence will be announced in April.

Without the visionary leadership and 
dedication of Ron Gaber and others, 
Hospice of Northeast Missouri would 
not exist today. Ron saw a need to ad-
dress end-of-life care for those living 
in Adair County, and with the help of 
other dedicated volunteers they created 
Hospice 2000 in 1993. Ron served as 

the founding president of Hospice 2000 
from 1993-97, as well as the volunteer 
and bereavement coordinator in the 
early years. As Hospice 2000 developed, 
they recognized the need for this ser-
vice was much greater than just Adair 
County and grew the organization to its 
current status as Hospice of Northeast 
Missouri.

Hospice of Northeast Missouri be-
came a part of the Hannibal Region-
al Healthcare System family in 2022, 
and is supported in part by donations 
through the Hannibal Regional Foun-
dation. Money raised through the Foun-
dation for hospice services in northeast 
Missouri are used for financial assis-
tance and gift cards for patients and 
families when on hospice services.

Hospice of Northeast Missouri is a 
non-profit hospice that focuses on qual-
ity of life for people and their care-
givers who are experiencing an ad-
vanced, life-limiting illness. Hospice of 
Northeast Missouri, a partner agency of 
the United Way of Northeast Missouri, 
serves Adair, Clark, Knox, Lewis, Ma-
con, Putnam, Schuyler, Scotland, Shelby 
and Sullivan counties.

For more information about Hospice 
of Northeast Missouri or to access the 
nomination form, visit hospiceofnorth-
eastmissouri.org or call 660-627-9711.

Nominations open for Gaber 
Founder’s Award for Excellence 
at Hospice of Northeast Missouri

Ron and Elsie Gaber and Hannibal Regional President and CEO Todd Ahrens pres-
ent the Gaber Award to Carrol Davenport in 2024.

By Missouri Department 
of Public Safety

JEFFERSON CITY – 
The Department of Public 
Safety is accepting nom-
inations for the state of 
Missouri’s highest awards 
honoring first responders 
who took heroic actions 
beyond the call of duty 
in 2024. The awards are 
the Red, White and Blue 
Heart Award, Missouri 
Medal of Valor, and Gov-
ernor’s Medal. DPS is also 
accepting nominations 
from Missouri public safe-
ty agencies for the Public 
Safety Civilian Partner-
ship Award. The awards 
will be presented during 
a ceremony in Jefferson 
City in late 2025.

The deadline for pub-
lic safety agency leaders 
to nominate members of 
their organizations for any 
of the Public Safety Med-
als for actions performed 
in 2024 is Feb. 28, 2025. 
Nominations must come 
from the leader of the pub-
lic safety agency. Nomina-
tion forms and addition-
al information about the 
awards, including who is 
eligible to make a nomina-
tion, is available at: https://
dps.mo.gov/medal/. There 
is a different nomination 
form for each award.

For the purposes of these 
awards, a public safety of-
ficer is defined as a person 
serving a public agency, 
with or without compen-
sation, as a firefighter, law 
enforcement officer, or 
emergency personnel or 
emergency management 
personnel. The term “law 
enforcement officer” in-
cludes a person who is a 
state or local corrections 
or court officer. EMS per-
sonnel are eligible.

The four public safety 
awards are:

The Red, White and Blue 
Heart Award may be pre-
sented to any Missouri 
peace officer, firefighter, 
paramedic, EMT or emer-
gency first responder who 
under honorable circum-
stances is critically, se-
riously or fatally injured 
while performing official 
duties in the line of duty. It 
is conferred in recognition 
of first responders serious-
ly injured and sustaining 
permanent impairment of 
health or death. The injury 
or condition must require 
long-term treatment by a 
medical professional and 
considerable loss of time 
from duty. In a fatality 
incident, the award will 

be presented to a family 
member.

The Missouri Medal of 
Valor recognizes heroic 
service by first respond-
ers in an effort to save a 
life. The Medal of Valor is 
Missouri’s highest award 
for public safety officers 
and is awarded to those 
who exhibit exceptional 
courage, decisiveness and 
swift action without re-
gard for their own safety 
in their attempt to save a 
life. Law enforcement, fire 
and emergency medical 
services, state and local 
corrections officers, court 
officers and emergency 
management personnel are 
eligible.

The Governor’s Medal 
recognizes extraordinary 
actions by an organized 
or ad hoc team of first re-
sponders for brave actions 
above and beyond the call 
of normal duty during a 
critical situation in which 
their teamwork was es-
sential to the successful 
resolution of the situation. 
Law enforcement, fire 
and emergency medical 
services, state and local 
corrections officers, court 
officers and emergency 
management personnel are 
eligible.

The Public Safety Ci-
vilian Partnership Award 
honors a civilian who has 
provided valuable or cou-
rageous assistance to first 
responders in an emer-
gency situation, without 
regard for their own per-
sonal welfare. It may also 
be bestowed on a civilian 
or team of civilians who 
train public safety officers 
in life-saving techniques 
which are later utilized to 
save a life.

Nominations open for Missouri 
Public Safety Medals honoring 
heroic first responders and civilians
Honors include Red, 
White and Blue Heart 
Award; Missouri Medal of 
Valor; Governor’s Medal; 
and Public Safety Civilian 
Partnership Award
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Faith Lutheran Church
1820 S. Baltimore, Baltimore & LaHarpe
David Lukefahr, Pastor
7:30 a.m. The Lutheran Hour KLTE
8:15 a.m. Worship Service Peace, Milan
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Faith
9:00 a.m. Sunday School Faith
10:15 a.m.Worship Service Faith
10:00 p.m. Issues, Etc. 107.9 KLTE
www.faithkirksville.org

Hamilton Street Baptist Church
802 W. Hamilton
Pastor Tim Ingle
9:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
www.hamiltonstreet.org

Rehoboth Baptist Church
100 Pfeiffer Rd.
Curtis Ferguson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
rbchurch.net • 660-665-7577
First Presbyterian Church (USA)
201 S. High at McPherson
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30 a.m. Morning Worship.
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time.
11:00 a.m. Church School/all ages
5:30 p.m. College Fellowship
Kirksville Church of Christ
110 Pfeiffer Ave.
Elders/Pastors: Dan Green,
Dean Hansen
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Weds 6:30p.m. Bible Study
www.kvcoc.org
First Baptist Church
207 E. Washington
Jason Marlin, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship & Kidz Worship
firstbaptistkirksville.com
Faith United Methodist Church
1602 E. Illinois
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Southside Baptist Church
1010 W. Burton
Pastor: Aaron Rodgerson
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preaching
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
First Church of God
2900 S. Halliburton
Tiffany and Michael Vincent
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
www.firstchurchoflove.com
Central Church of Christ
2010 S. Halliburton
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 am. Worship Service
Faith Baptist Church
502 N. Florence
Pastor: Brandon Rhea
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
12:30 p.m. Noon Lunch
The Crossing Church
810 E. Shepherd Ave.
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service
www.thecrossing.net
Grace Community Bible Church
1501 E. Northtown Rd.
Benjamin Jorden, Pastor
Affiliated with the Evangelical Free
Church of America
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
12 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Small groups
KirksvilleGCBC@gmail.com
www.KirksvilleGCBC.com • 660.665.1615
First United Methodist Church
300 E. Washington
Pastor: Choongho Kwon
9:30 a.m. Worship In Person & Online
kvumc.org
Pure Air Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
TBA Bible Study
Church of God of Prophecy
807 Benton Way
Pastor: Rob Linhart
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Evening Service
Fellowship Baptist Church
1701 S. Jamison St., Kirksville
Larry Gibson, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
fbck@sbcglobal.net
www.fellowshipbc.org • 660-665-0633
Yarrow Methodist Church
Highway N., Yarrow
Pastor David Stuckey
10:00 a.m. Sunday Services
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church
Weekday Masses: Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wed.& Friday: 7 a.m. Thursday: 8 a.m.
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Catholic Newman Center
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Sunday
7:00 a.m. Monday
9:00 p.m.Wednesday
Union Temple Church
Southwest of Kirksville
Alan Coonfield, Pastor
Every Sunday Evening
5-5:30 p.m. Bible Study
5:30-6:30 p.m. Church Service
Sugar Creek Baptist Church
5 mi South on Hwy 3
Pastor, Virgil K. Jones
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hazel Creek Primitive Baptist Church
2 mi. W. Greentop on Rt. K then 1/2 mi. S.
Elder Dillion Thurman, minister
Services on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30 a.m. Song Service
11:00 a.m. Preaching
Meadow Brook
Christian Church
602 E. Washington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 Morning Worship
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
Novinger, Mo.
7:30 a.m. Sunday
Life Church of Kirksville
112 W. Potter
Jeremy Pingle, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
Community Presbyterian Church
210 N. Owensby, LaPlata, Mo
Pastor Rev Jeff Carter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Cornerstone Church
1702 N Elson St Kirksville, MO
Jeremy Broach, Senior Pastor
Chad Stearman, Associate Pastor
Sunday 10 am - Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30 pm-8 pm Family Ministry
Night
www.cornerstonechurch.faith
Countryside Christian Church
S. Boundary St. Rt. H, TroyMills
Preacher, Harold R. Engel
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Bible Study
www.countrysidekv.com
Gifford Christian Church
Minister: Darren Potter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Lake Road Chapel
22963 Potter Trail
Pastors: Andrew Turner,
Andy Thompson
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
Service
www.lakeroadchapel.org
Church of God (Holiness)
1601 N. Elson
Pastor Ralph E. Wheeler, Jr.
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
New Hope
Evangelical Church
620 Steer Creek Way
9:30 - 10:20 a.m. Bible Class
10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Sean Killin, Pastor
816-351-0623
Jim Maxey, Calling Pastor
660-665-6949 or 660-216-4183
First Assembly of God
2401 S. High St., Kirksville
Shawn Meintz, Pastor
Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m.Worship Wednesdays:
6:30 p.m. Family Night
www.kirksvillefirst.org
info@kirksvillefirst.org
First Liberty Full Gospel
1302 E. Filmore
Rev. Fred Baker, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Novinger Baptist Church
Highway 6 & 149
Rev. Darrell Crooks, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
High & Harrison
Timothy Polley, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
2000 E. Normal

Kirksville First Ward Bishop John Grider
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sunday Services
Kirksville Second Ward Bishop Isaac Ison
9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Sunday Services

Trinity Episcopal Church
124 N. Mulanix
Rev. Amy L. Fallon, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Seventh Day
Adventist Church
1301 N. Elson
Kent Dunwoody, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sabbath School (Saturday)
11:00 a.m.Worship Service (Saturday)
FellowshipDinner on 4th Saturday.
712-541-4675
United Methodist Church
Brashear Charge, Brashear
Lay Minister, Nancy Douglas
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Singspiration - 1st Sunday
Willow Bend Association East
Center Community Church
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Illinois Bend Community Church
Highway 3
Pastor Terry Hunsaker
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
660-349-0052
Baring Community Church
11:00 a.m. Worship.
Downing Christian Church
430 E. Prime Street
Minister Walker Franke
Associate Minister Larry Smith
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Service
660-379-2329
Willow Bend Church
Find Us on Facebook for Event Schedule
New Hope Methodist
Reformed
Church - Millard
9:15 a.m. Bible Stud
10:00 a.m. Worship

Greentop Community Church
Highway K, Greentop, Mo.
Pastor: Lynae McFarland
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Trinity United
Fellowship Church
Pastor: Josh Botello
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
660-626-4446

Lancaster United
Methodist Church
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Shekinah Mennonite Church
15981 Blueberry Way, Kirksville
John Mark Miller, Pastor Roger Berry
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday - hymn sing
6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday of month Topic

Bethel Community Church
12 miles NE of Kirksville on Rt. T
Marvin Cross, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Klub/Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship.
Lancaster Baptist Church
Southeast Side of Square, Lancaster
Lonnie Johnson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Grace Bible
Baptist Church
Greencastle, Mo.
Rev. Earl Baker, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Evening Service
Winigan Christian Church
Ryan Crist, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
First Baptist Church
Winigan, Winigan, Mo.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Fairview Baptist Church
53610 Knob Hill Road, Pollock
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening
Bible Missionary Church
508 S. Main St.
Bro. Glenn Kiger, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship

LaPlata Christian Church
Scott McNay, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m.Worship Service
Queen City Christian Church
Queen City, Mo.
Justin Briney, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible School
10:30 a.m. Communion/worship Hour
United Pentecostal Church
1502 E. Northtown Road
David E. Brown, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
Brashear Community Bible Church
Donny Powell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
660-323-5305
First Baptist Church of LaPlata
B. J. McAlpin, Pastor
9:00 am “Donut Hole” Fellowship
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Worship
6:00 pm Monday – AWANA
http://laplatafbc.org/
Email: laplatafbc@gmail.com
Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist Church
8 mi. N.W. of Kirksville on Rt. B.
Tim Hodges, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Worthington Baptist Church
Worthington, Mo.
Roger Busnell, Pastor
9.30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
The Salvation Army
1004 W. Gardner
Brian and Michelle Bump, Pastors
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Queen City First Baptist Church
6th at Washington St.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA
North of Queen City go East on Rt. O
Pastor, Bill Iammatteo-Code
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hurdland First Baptist Church
Robert Shobe, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7:30 p.m. Sun. & Weds. Worship
and/or Bible Study
Colony Baptist Church
9:30 a.m.Sunday School
10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday worship
Cornerstone
Community Church
Meeting at the Fohn Family Center
404N. Elson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Small Group Bible
Study designed for adults
Locust Hill
Community Church
Rt. I, Novelty, Mo
William Gaines, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
New Harmony
Free Will Baptist
3 miles West of Greentop on Rt. K
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
Word Alive!
Family Church
Hwy 63, Greentop
Pastors: Robert Gange
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship,
Adult service, Childrens Church
Schuyler County Church
of Faith
Highway 136 East, Lancaster
Sonny Smyser, Pastor
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Sunday Services
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday Class
3rd Sunday Fellowship dinner 12 noon
Gospel Outreach Church
209 W. Washington
Norman Keller, Pastor
Gonda Manning, Co pastor
7:00 p.m. Thursday Services
7:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Victory Baptist Church
Of Greentop
-Meets at the Willmathsville
Community
Church on Hwy A.
Pastor Joshua Wesley
10:30 a.m. Worship
Union Temple
Pastor Alan Coonfield
Sunday evening worship
5:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Worship
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By City of Kirksville

The city of Kirksville recog-
nized Aaron Pippin for 10 years 
of service with the city. Pippin 
started with the Kirksville Fire 
Department on Nov. 10, 2014, 
as a firefighter. He was pro-
moted to lieutenant in August 
2019. He is currently Engine 1’s 
lieutenant for the C-shift. Pip-
pin has completed Firefighter 
I and II certifications. He is 
also an Emergency Medical 
Technician, Hazardous Materi-
als Technician, Rescue Techni-
cian, Fire Service Instructor I 
and Live Fire Instructor.

City of Kirksville 
recognizes 
Pippin for 10 
years of service

Staff Reports

MECO Engineering’s cur-
rent board members, Scott 
Vogler, Max Middendorf, Jim 
Bensman, Don Jenkins, Kevin 
Garnett, and Steve Tarte, an-
nounced the addition of Ryan 
Huseman as an associate owner 
of MECO Engineering effective 
Jan. 1.

Huseman (formerly of Quin-
cy, Ill.) lives in Kirksville with 
his wife, Katie. Huseman has 
extensive experience in a wide 
variety of projects under the 
scope of civil engineering, but 
specializes in mechanical/elec-
trical engineering.

Huseman founded MECO En-
gineering’s Kirksville office 
and according to company of-
ficials, continues to work hard 
at building relationships and 
clientele in the area.

“He is a valuable asset to the 
company, as well as to the com-
munity and MECO is fortunate 
to have him on the team,” com-
pany officials said in a press 
release. “Mr. Huseman brings 
14 years of experience to his 
position and MECO is excited 
about the level of knowledge 
and expertise he will bring to 
the MECO management table.”

“We are happy to add Ryan as 
an associate owner,” said Kevin 
Garnett, vice-president. “He 
brings a wealth of experience 
in the mechanical/electrical 
fields across several industries. 
Ryan’s ability to network with 
clients and develop new and 
existing client relationships in 
Kirksville and surrounding ar-
eas has been amazing. We are 
excited for the future of our 
Kirksville office, building on 
the foundation that Ryan has 

established. I join in with the 
rest of the Board in welcoming 
Ryan to our ownership team!”

Company officials said that 
Huseman excels in client rela-
tions and building trust through-
out the process of his projects.

MECO appreciates the work 
he has already done and looks 
forward to seeing how he con-
tinues to help grow and improve 
the business in his new role as 
an associate owner, company 
officials said.

Huseman becomes associate 
owner of MECO Engineering

Ryan Huseman
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24295 BENTON ROAD • KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-9804

www.kirksvillelivestock.com
Proud to ServeArea LivestockProducers

Travis~Noe
Funeral Home

Neil& SherryTravis, BrianNoe, &BrentonTravis

1008 Potter Avenue, Kirksville, MO

660-665-1300
northeastmissouristatebank.com

Kirksville Branch:
600 S Baltimore
Kirksville, MO
660-665-6161

La Plata Branch:
139 S Gex Street
La Plata, MO
660-332-4317

Open 6 days a week!
17406 Bob Rd. Kirksville, Mo 63501
Office: 660-665-8149 Cell: 660-341-0965

Al Johnson
bigal@marktwain.net

Wholesale Guitars,
Musical Instruments

Giving your home the
attention it deserves!

signatureremodelingkv.com

660-785-0248

Steakhouse and Seafood
1702 S Baltimore St, Kirksville, MO 63501

(660) 956-0086 • tkprime.com

Open: Mon. - Fri. 4pm-9pm
Sat. 12pm-9pm

Richard Lewis
Licensed Health Insurance

Agent
(727) 492-4948

Marketplace

80% QUALIFY FOR LESS
THAN $10 A MONTH

From the Kirksville Daily Express and the following businesses!From the Kirksville Daily Express and the following businesses!From the Kirksville Crier and all the following businesses!From the Kirksville Daily Express and the following businesses!

AYDAYValentine’sHAPPY

Reid Millard

Nick McKagueCasandra Luscan

Autum McKagueMindy Bryant

FUNERALS | CREMATION | PRE-PLANNINGFUNERALS | CREMATION | PRE-PLANNING
CEMETERY | MONUMENTSCEMETERY | MONUMENTS

TAKE TIMETAKE TIME
TO ENJOY IT.TO ENJOY IT.

E V E RY DAY
I S A G I F T . . .

By A.T. Still University

A.T. Still University’s (ATSU) A.T. 
Still Memorial Library has been 
named a recipient of the 2025 Li-
brary Excellence in Access and Di-
versity (LEAD) Award by INSIGHT 
Into Diversity magazine, the oldest 
and largest diversity-focused publi-
cation in higher education.

This marks A.T. Still Memorial 
Library’s second consecutive year 
receiving the honor.

The LEAD Award honors ac-
ademic libraries’ programs and 

initiatives that encourage and 
support diversity, equity, and in-
clusion. These include but are not 
limited to research, technology, 
accessibility, exhibitions and com-
munity outreach. A.T. Still Memo-
rial Library will be featured, along 
with 33 other recipients, in the 
March 2025 issue of Insight Into 
Diversity magazine.

“ATSU is immensely proud of 
the work done by A.T. Still Memo-
rial Library and thanks Insight 
Into Diversity magazine for this 
recognition,” said ATSU Chancel-

lor Craig Phelps. “Congratulations 
to library leadership and staff on 
our Missouri, Arizona and Califor-
nia campuses.”

“Receiving the LEAD Award for 
a second year highlights the dedica-
tion of library staff to the library’s 
values of being a responsive, inclu-
sive, and collaborative library for 
our university community,” said 
ATSU Library Director Hal Bright. 
“I am proud of the library’s ac-
complishments, acknowledged by 
receiving the 2025 LEAD Award.”

Insight Into Diversity maga-

zine selected A.T. Still Memorial 
Library because of the library’s 
multitude of projects in support of 
its diversity statement and action 
plan, including developing diverse 
collections, promoting open-source 
publications, designing and imple-
menting equitable programming, 
and engaging with ATSU’s Office 
of Diversity & Inclusion, student 
organizations, university diversity 
initiatives and committees.

A call for nominations for this 
award was announced in Octo-
ber 2024.

“We know that many academ-
ic libraries are not always rec-
ognized for their dedication to 
diversity, inclusion, and access,” 
says Lenore Pearlstein, owner 
and publisher of Insight Into Di-
versity magazine. “We are proud 
to honor these college and uni-
versity libraries as role models 
for other institutions of higher 
education.”

For more information about the 
2025 Library Excellence in Access 
and Diversity (LEAD) Award, visit 
insightintodiversity.com.

A.T. Still Memorial Library named Library Excellence in 
Access and Diversity Award recipient by INSIGHT Into Diversity
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